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and Unconventional English 

The Concise New Partridge presents, for the first time, all the slang terms from the New Partridge 
Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English in a single volume. 

With over 60,000 entries from around the English-speaking world, the Concise gives you the 
language of beats, hipsters, Teddy Boys, mods and rockers, hippies, pimps, druggies, whores, 
punks, skinheads, ravers, surfers. Valley girls, dudes, pill-popping truck drivers, hackers, rappers 
and more. 

The Concise New Partridge is a spectacular resource infused with humour and learning - it's 
rude, it's delightful, and it's a prize for anyone with a love of language. 
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PREFACE 


Eric Partridge made a deep and enduring contribution to 
the study and understanding of slang. In the eight editions 
of The Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English 
published between 1937 and 1984, Partridge recorded and 
defined the slang and unconventional English of Great 
Britain, and to a lesser extent her dominions, from the 
1600s to the 1970s. For the years up to 1890, Partridge 
was by his own admission quite reliant on Farmer and 
Henley's Slang and its Analogues, which he used as an 
'expansible framework'. When it came to the slang for the 
years 1890 to 1945, Partridge was original and brilliant, 
especially in his treatment of underworld and military 
slang. His attitude towards language was scholarly and 
fun-loving, scientific and idiosyncratic. His body of work, 
scholarship and dignity of approach led the way and set 
the standard for every other English-language slang 
lexicographer of the twentieth century. 

Our respect for Partridge has not blinded us to the 
features of his work that have drawn criticism over the 
years. His protocol for alphabetising was quirky. His dating 
was often problematic. His etymologies at times strayed 
from the plausible to the fanciful. His classification by 
register (slang, cant, jocular, vulgar, coarse, high, low, etc.) 
was intensely subjective and not particularly useful. 
Furthermore, his early decision to exclude American slang 
created increasingly difficult problems for him as the years 
passed and the influence of American slang grew. Lastly, 
Partridge grew to lose the ability to relate to the 
vocabulary he was recording. In 1937, Partridge was a man 
of his time, but the same could no longer be said in 1960. 
There is a profound relationship between language and 
culture, and neither Partridge nor Paul Beale, editor of the 
8th edition, seem to have assimilated the cultural changes 
that began at the end of World War 2. This left them 
without the cultural knowledge needed to understand the 
language that they were recording. Their lack of cultural 
understanding accelerated with time, and this is sadly 
reflected in the later entries. Beatniks and drug addicts, 
and their slang, baffled Partridge and Beale, who lacked 
either the personal experience or historical perspective 
needed to understand underlying countercultures. 

Partridge himself observed, 'More than almost any 
other kind of book, a dictionary constantly needs to be 
revised; especially, of course, if it deals with the current 
form of a language and therefore has to be kept up to 
date'. With The New Partridge Dictionary of Slang and 
Unconventional English we tried to do just that. We picked 
up where Partridge left off, recording the slang and 
unconventional English of the English-speaking world since 
World War 2 with the same scholarship and joy in 
language that characterised Partridge’s work. We are not, 
and cannot be. Partridge: but we can strive to be proud 
heirs of Partridge and to speak with a voice that Partridge 
would recognise as an echo of his own. We have worked 
hard to continue the Partridge tradition, observing high 
standards of lexicography while producing an accessible 
work informed by, and infused with, the humour, mischief 


and energy that are endemic to slang. This Concise 
version of the New Partridge contains every entry in New 
Partridge as well as several hundred new words that have 
come into the slang lexicon since 2005. The Concise is 
presented without the hundreds of thousands of citations 
in the New Partridge, creating an affordable alternative to 
our update of Partridge. Lastly, we improved dating infor¬ 
mation given on hundreds of headwords. 

Criteria for inclusion 

We use three criteria for including a term or phrase in this 
dictionary. We include (1) slang and unconventional 
English, (2) used anywhere in the English-speaking world 
and (3) after 1945. 

Rather than focus too intently on a precise definition 
of slang or on whether a given entry is slang, jargon or 
colloquial English, we take full advantage of the wide net 
cast by Partridge when he chose to record 'slang and 
unconventional English' instead of just slang, which is, 
after all, without any settled test of purity. We have con¬ 
sidered for inclusion all unconventional English that has 
been used with the purpose or effect of either lowering 
the formality of communication and reducing solemnity 
and/or identifying status or group and putting oneself in 
tune with one's company. A term recorded here might be 
slang, slangy jargon, a colloquialism, an acronym, an 
initialism, a vulgarism or a catchphrase. In all instances, 
an entry imparts a message beyond the text and literal 
meaning. This approach is especially useful when dealing 
with world slang and unconventional English. A broader 
range has permitted inclusion of many Caribbean entries, 
for instance, which merit inclusion but might not meet a 
stringent pure-slang-only test. Our only real deviation from 
Partridge’s inclusion criteria is a much diminished body of 
nicknames. The regiment nicknames that populate 
Partridge’s work no longer fulfil the language function that 
they did in the United Kingdom of Partridge's day. 

If there was a question as to whether a potential 
entry fell within the target register, we erred on the side of 
inclusion. We generally chose to include poorly attested 
words, presenting the entry and our evidence of usage to 
the reader who is free to determine if a candidate passes 
probation. 

Partridge limited his dictionary to Great Britain and 
her dominions. We elected the broader universe of the 
English-speaking world. Globalisation has affected many 
facets of life, not the least of which is our language. There 
are words that are uniquely Australian, American or 
British, but it is impossible to ignore or deny the extent of 
cross-pollination that exists between cultures as regards 
slang. We were aided in our global gathering by 
indigenous contributors from Australia, Canada, the 
Caribbean, Ireland and New Zealand. We also include 
pidgin, Creolised English and borrowed foreign terms used 
by English-speakers in primarily English-language 
conversation. We include slang and unconventional English 
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heard and used at any time after 1945. We chose the end 
of the war in 1945 as our starting point primarily because 
it marked the beginning of a series of profound cultural 
changes that produced the lexicon of modern and 
contemporary slang. The cultural transformations since 
1945 are mind-boggling. Television, computers, drugs, 
music, unpopular wars, youth movements, changing racial 
sensitivities and attitudes towards sex and sexuality are all 
substantial factors that have shaped culture and language. 

No term is excluded on the grounds that it might be 
considered offensive as a racial, ethnic, religious, sexual or 
any kind of slur. This dictionary contains many entries and 
citations that will, and should, offend. To exclude a term 
or citation because it is offensive is to deny the fact that 
it is used: we are not prescriptivists and this is simply not 
our job. At the same time, we try to avoid definitions or 
editorial comment that might offend. 

We were tempted, but finally chose not to include an 
appendix of gestures, although many serve the same 
function as slang. Examples include the impudent middle 
finger, Ralph Cramden’s Raccoon greeting and handshake, 
the elaborate mimes that signal 'jerk-off or 'dickhead', 
Johnny Carson's golf swing, Vic Reeves’ lascivious thigh 
rubbing and Arsenio Hall's finger-tip-touch greeting. 
Neither did we include an appendix of computer language 
such as emoticons or leet speak, although we have 
included throughout several of the more prominent 
examples of Internet and text messaging shorthand that 
have become known outside the small circle of initial 
users. 

We tried but in the end decided not to include the 
word/word phenomenon ('Is she your friend friend or 
friend friend?') or the word/word/word construction ('The 
most important three things in real estate are location, 
location, location'). We could not include the obvious 
pregnant silence that suggests 'fuck' ('What the **** do 
you think you’re doing?'). We shied away from the 
lexicalised animal noises that often work their way into 
informal conversation, such as a cat noise when someone 
is behaving nastily. We similarly did not include musical 
phrases that have become part of our spoken vocabulary, 
such as the four-note theme of The Twilight Zone which is 
used to imply an uncanny weirdness in any coincidence, or 
melodramatic hummed violin music that serves as vocal 
commentary on any piteous tale. 


Using The Concise New Partridge 

We hope that our presentation is self-evident and that it 
requires little explanation. We use only a few abbreviations 
and none of the stylistic conceits near and dear to the 
hearts of lexicographers. 

Headwords 

We use indigenous spelling for headwords. This is 
especially relevant in the case of the UK arse and US ass. 
For Yiddish words, we use Leo Rosten's spelling, which 
favours 'sh-' over 'sch-'. An initialism is shown in upper 
case without full stops (for example, BLT), except that 
acronyms (pronounced like individual lexical items) are 
lower case (for example, snafu). 

Including every variant spelling of a headword 
seemed neither practical nor helpful to the reader. For the 
spelling of headwords, we chose the form found in 
standard dictionaries or the most common forms, ignoring 


uncommon variants as well as common hyphenation 
variants of compounds and words ending in 'ie' or 'y'. For 
this reason, citations may show variant spellings not found 
in the headword. 

Placement of phrases 

As a general rule, phrases are placed under their first sig¬ 
nificant word. However, some invariant phrases are listed 
as headwords; for example, a stock greeting, stock reply or 
catchphrase. Terms that involve a single concept are 
grouped together as phrases under the common 
headword; for example, burn rubber, lay rubber and peel 
rubber are all listed as phrases under the headword 
rubber. 

Definition 

In dealing with slang from all seven continents, we 
encountered more than a few culture-specific terms. For 
such terms, we identify the domain or geographic location 
of the term's usage. We use conventional English in the 
definitions, turning to slang only when it is both 
substantially more economical than the use of convention¬ 
al English and is readily understood by the average reader. 

Gloss 

The voice and tone of The New Partridge Dictionary of 
Slang and Unconventional English is most obvious in the 
gloss: the brief explanations that Partridge used for 'edi¬ 
torial comment' or 'further elucidation'. Partridge warned 
against using the gloss to show what clever and learned 
fellows we are - a warning that we heed to the very 
limited extent it could apply to us. We chose to 
discontinue Partridge's classification by register. 

Country of origin 

As is the case with dating, further research will 
undoubtedly produce a shift in the country of origin for a 
number of entries. We resolutely avoided guesswork and 
informed opinion. 

Dating 

Even Beale, who as editor of the 8th edition was the direct 
inheritor of Partridge's trust, noted that Partridge’s dating 
'must be treated with caution’. We recognise that the 
accurate dating of slang is far more difficult than dating 
conventional language. Virtually every word in our lexicon 
is spoken before it is written, and this is especially true of 
unconventional terms. The recent proliferation of elec¬ 
tronic databases and powerful search engines will 
undoubtedly permit the antedating of many of the entries. 
Individualised dating research, such as Allen Walker's hunt 
for the origin of 'OK' or Barry Popik's exhaustive work on 
terms such as 'hot dog’, produces dramatic antedatings: 
we could not undertake this level of detailed research for 
every entry. 


Conclusion 

In the preface to his 1755 Dictionary of the English 
Language, Samuel Johnson noted that 'A large work is 
difficult because it is large,’ and that 'Every writer of a 
long work commits errors'. In addition to improvements in 
our dating of terms and identification of the country of 
origin, it is inevitable that some of our definitions are 
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incorrect or misleading, especially where the sense is 
subtle and fleeting, defying paraphrasing, or where kindred 
senses are interwoven. It is also inevitable that some 
quotations are included in a mistaken sense. For these 
errors, we apologise in advance. 

We carry the flame for words that are usually judged 
only by the ill-regarded company they keep. Just as 
Partridge did for the sixteenth century beggars and rakes, 
for whores of the eighteenth century, and for the armed 
services of the two world wars, we try to do for the slang 
users of the last 60 years. We embrace the language of 


beats, hipsters, Teddy Boys, mods and rockers, hippies, 
pimps, druggies, whores, punks, skinheads, ravers, surfers. 
Valley Girls, dudes, pill-popping truck drivers, hackers, 
rappers and more. We have tried to do what Partridge saw 
as necessary, which was simply to keep up to date. 


Tom Dalzell, Berkeley, California 
Terry Victor, Caerwent, South Wales 
Spring 2005 

Re-edited for the Concise edition in the spring of 2007 
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OBSERVATIONS ON SLANG AND 
UNCONVENTIONAL ENGLISH 

Some notes on the challenges of lexicography, drawn entirely from the writings 
of Eric Partridge (1894-1979) 


Partridge wrote widely on matters concerning the English 
language. He did not, by any means, restrict his interest to 
matters slang and unconventional; however, it is his work 
in this area that had, and continues to have, the greatest 
impact, and on which his reputation is most celebrated. 
He wrote more than forty books in his lifetime, 
considering such diverse topics as abbreviations, American 
tramp and underworld slang, British and American English 
since 1900, comic alphabets, English and American 
Christian names, Shakespeare's bawdy, usage and abusage, 
and he contributed to many, many more. It is so 
substantial a body of work that any list short of a full bib¬ 
liography will inevitably do his great achievement a 
disservice. He was a philologist, etymologist, lexicographer, 
essayist and dictionary-maker; he is a legend and an inspi¬ 
ration. 

The flavour, and wisdom, of Partridge's work is 
gathered in the quotations that follow, loosely grouped by 
subject, and presented under sub-headings that make new 
use of a selection of his book and article titles. 


Slang Today and Yesterday 

From about 1850, slang has been the accepted term 
for 'illegitimate' colloquial speech: but since then, 
especially among the lower classes, 'lingo' has been 
a synonym, and so also, chiefly among the cultured 
and the pretentious, has 'argot'. Now 'argot', being 
merely the French for 'slang', has no business to be 
used thus - it can rightly be applied only to French 
slang of French cant: and 'lingo' properly means a 
simplified language that, like Beach-la-Mar and 
Pidgin-English, represents a distortion of (say) 
English by coloured peoples speaking English indeed 
but adapting it to their own phonetics and grammar. 
'Jargon' - originally as in Chaucer, used of the 
warbling of birds - has long been employed loosely 
and synonymously for slang, but it should be 
reserved for the technicalities of science, the pro¬ 
fessions and the trades: though, for such technical¬ 
ities, 'shop' is an equally good word. 1 

[Sjlang is much rather a spoken than a literary 
language. It originates, nearly always, in speech. 1 

Slang is easy enough to use, but very hard to write 
about with the facile convincingness that a subject 
apparently so simple would, at first sight, seem to 
demand. But the simplest things are the hardest to 
define, certainly the hardest to discuss, for it is 


usually at first sight only that their simplicity is what 
strikes one the most forcibly. And slang, after all, is a 
peculiar kind of vagabond language, always hanging 
on the outskirts of legitimate speech, but continually 
straying or forcing its way into the most respectable 
company. 2 

Language in general and every kind of language 
belongs to everyone who wishes to use it. 3 

Slang, being the quintessence of colloquial speech, 
must always be related to convenience rather than 
scientific laws, grammatical rules and philosophical 
ideals. As it originates, so it flourishes best, in 
colloquial speech. 

Slang may and often does fill a gap in accepted 
language. 1 


Words, Words, Words! 

Every group or association, from a pair of lovers to a 
secret society however large, feels, at some time or 
other, the need to defend itself against outsiders, 
and therefore creates a slang designed to conceal its 
thoughts: and the greater the need for secrecy, the 
more extensive and complete is the slang!.] 1 

The specialization that characterizes every vocation 
leads naturally to a specialized vocabulary, to the 
invention of new words or the re-charging of old 
words. Such special words and phrases become slang 
only when they are used outside their vocational 
group and then only if they change their meaning or 
are applied in other ways [...] But, whatever the 
source, personality and one’s surroundings (social or 
occupational) are the two co-efficients, the two chief 
factors, the determining causes of the nature of slang, 
as they are of language in general and of style. 1 

One kind of eyewash, the army's innumerable 'states' 
and 'returns' was known as bumf, short for bum- 
fodder: the abbreviation was common in English 
public schools from before 1900; the full term for 
toilet-paper dates back to the seventeenth century, 
when it was coined by Urquhart, the translator 
of Rabelais; Urquhart is one of the most prolific 
originators of the obscenities and vulgarities of our 
language, and with him rank Shakespeare and 
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In English, the ideas most fertile in synonyms are 
those of drinking, drunkenness, money, and the sex¬ 
ual organs and act. 1 

Many slang words, indeed, are drawn from 
pleasurable activities (games, sports, 
entertainments), from the joy of life, from a gay 
abandon: for this reason it has been wittily called 
'language on a picnic'. 1 

Common to - indeed, very common in - the 
jazzman’s and the Beatnik's vocabulary is the noun 
pad, whence the entirely Beatnik pad me, a cat's 
invitation to a chick to share his room and bed. [...] 
The Beatniks got it from the jazzmen who got it 
from the American underworld who got it from the 
British underworld (pad, a bed) who got it from 
Standard English of the sixteenth-eighteenth 
centuries (pad, a bundle of straw to lie on). 5 

The metaphors and allusions [in slang] are generally 
connected with some temporary phase, some 
ephemeral vogue, some unimportant incident; if the 
origin is not nailed down at the time, it is rarely 
recoverable. 1 

[B]orrowings from foreign languages produce slang; 
and every language borrows. Borrowings, indeed, 
have a way of seeming slangy or of being welcomed 
by slang before standard speech takes them into its 
sanctum. 1 

War always produces a rich crop of slang. 6 

[W]ar (much as we may hate to admit the fact), 
because, in all wars, both soldiers and sailors and, 
since 1914, airmen and civilians as well, have 
imported or adopted or invented hundreds of words, 
terms, phrases, this linguistic aspect ranking as, if we 
except the unexceptable 'climate of courage,' the 
only good result of war. 7 

Human characteristics, such as a love of mystery and 
a confidential air (a lazy freemasonry), vanity, the 
imp of perversity that lurks in every heart, the 
impulse to rebellion, and that irrepressible spirit of 
adventure which, when deprived of its proper 
outlook in action, perforce contents itself with verbal 
audacity (the adventure of speech): these and others 
are at the root of slang!.] 1 


Here, There and Everywhere 

When we come to slang and familiar speech gener¬ 
ally, we come to that department of the vocabulary 
in which British and American differences are 
naturally greater than anywhere else, just as they are 
greater in the colloquial language generally than in 
the literary. 8 

American slang is more volatile than English and it 
tends, also, to have more synonyms, but a greater 
number of those synonyms are butterflies of a day; 
English synonyms are used more for variety than 
from weariness or a desire to startle. American slang 
is apt to be more brutal than English!.] 1 


Canada also has an extensive and picturesque 
objective slang, but that slang is 80 per cent 
American, with the remainder rather more English 
than native-Canadian[...] it is linguistically unfair to 
condemn it for being so much indebted to its near 
and 'pushing' neighbour!.] 1 

Australian speech and writing have, from the outset, 
tended to be unconventional [...] The 
unconventionality is linguistic. 9 

The truth is that South African slang, as distinct 
from indispensable Africanderisms, is not intrinsically 
so vivid, humorous, witty, or divinely earthy as 
Canadian and Australian slang, nor is it nearly so 
extensive, nor has it, except during the Boer War, 
succeeded in imposing itself upon English slang, 
much less upon Standard English!.] 1 

New Zealand is like South Africa in that its popu¬ 
lation is too small to have much influenced the 
language of the mother country whether in Standard 
or in unconventional English. 1 


Usage and Abusage 

Some of the upstart qualities [of slang] and part of 
the aesthetic (as opposed to the moral) impropriety 
spring from the four features present in all slang, 
whatever the period and whatever the country: the 
search for novelty; volatility and light-headedness as 
well as light-heartedness; ephemerality; the sway of 
fashion. In the standard speech and still more in 
slang we note that the motive behind figurative 
expressions and all neologisms is the desire to 
escape from the old accepted phrase: the desire for 
novelty operates more freely, audaciously, and rapidly 
in slang - that is the only difference. [...0]f the 
numerous slang words taken up by the masses and 
the classes, most have only a short life, and that 
when they die, unhonoured and unsung, they are 
almost immediately replaced by novelties equally 
transitory: the word is dead, long live the word! 
[...S]lang, as to the greater part of its vocabulary and 
especially as to its cuckoo-calling phrases and it’s 
parrot-sayings, is evanescent; it is the residuum that, 
racy and expressive, makes the study of slang revel¬ 
atory of the pulsing life of the language. 1 

[S]lang is indicative not only of man’s earthiness but 
of his indomitable spirit: it sets him in his proper 
place: relates a man to his fellows, to his world and 
the world, and to the universe. 10 

And slang is employed for one (or two or more) of 
thirteen reasons: 

1 In sheer high spirits; 'just for the fun of the 
thing’. 

2 As an exercise in wit or humour. 

3 To be 'different' - to be novel. 

4 To be picturesque. 

5 To be startling; to startle. 

6 To escape from cliche's and long-windedness. 

7 To enrich the language. 

8 To give solidity and concreteness to the 
abstract and the idealistic, and nearness to the 
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distant scene or object. 

9 To reduce solemnity, pain, tragedy. 

10 To put oneself in tune with one’s company. 

11 To induce friendliness or intimacy. 

12 To show that one belongs to a certain school, 
trade or profession, intellectual set or social 
class. In short to be in the fashion - or to 
prove that someone else isn't. 

13 To be secret - not understood by those around 
one." 

But no real stylist, no-one capable of good speaking 
or good writing, is likely to be harmed by the 
occasional employment of slang; provided that he is 
conscious of the fact, he can employ it both 
frequently and freely without stultifying his mind, 
impoverishing his vocabulary, or vitiating the taste 
and the skill that he brings to the using of that 
vocabulary. Except in formal and dignified writing and 
in professional speaking, a vivid and extensive slang is 
perhaps preferable to a jejune and meagre vocabulary 
of standard English; on the other hand, it will hardly 
be denied that, whether in writing or speech, a sound 
though restricted vocabulary of standard English is 
preferable to an equally small vocabulary of slang, 
however vivid may be that slang. 1 


The Gentle Art of Lexicography 

I began early in life: and it is the course of my life 
which, allied to a natural propensity to original sin, 
has made a lexicographer out of me. 

For most of us, a dictionary is hardly a book to read; 
a good dictionary, however, is a book to browse in. 
Some dictionaries are so well written that one just 
goes on and on. To write such a dictionary has 
always been my ambition. 12 

Slang [etymology/lexicography] demands a mind 
constantly on the qui vive; an ear constantly keyed to 
the nuances of eveiyday speech, whether among 
scholars or professional men or craftsmen or 
labourers; a very wide reading of all kinds of books. 13 

I have read much that is hopelessly inferior, 
hopelessly mediocre; and much that, although 
interesting, is yet devoid of literary value. But ever 
since my taste acquired a standard, I have been able 
to extract some profit from even the most trashy 
book. 14 

There is far more imagination and enthusiasm in the 
making of a good dictionary than in the average 
novel. 


Words at War: Words at Peace 

For over a century, there have been protests against 
the use of slang and controversies on the relation of 
slang to the literary language or, as it is now usually 
called. Standard English. Purists have risen in their 
wrath and conservatives in their dignity to defend 
the Bastille of linguistic purity against the 
revolutionary rabble. The very vehemence of the 


attack and the very sturdinessof the defence have 
ensured that only the fittest survive to gain entrance 
to the citadel, there establish themselves, and then 
become conservatives and purists in their turn. 16 

Any term that prevents us from thinking, any term 
that we employ to spare us from searching for the 
right word, is a verbal narcotic. As though there 
weren’t too many narcotics already... 17 

Words are very important things; at the lowest 
estimate, they are indispensable counters of 
communication. 18 
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Aa 


A noun i amphetamine us, ;% 7 . 2 LSD. An abbreviation of acid us. 

1977. 3 in a deck of playing cards, an ace (A ms. ► get A into G; 
get your A into G an activity; 

to start doing something useful Euphemistic for get your arse in 

GEAR NEW ZEALAND, 2001 

A adjective 1 reserved for the best; the best US, ms. 2 anal US, r 997 
a 2 m noun a scene in a pornographic film in which an object or body 
part is withdrawn from a rectum and taken mtfj^finouth without 
either washing ore® hg. Shorthand for 'ass-tb-mouth' us, im 
A 3 anytime, anyplace, anywhere An abbreviation used in text 
messaging uk, 2003 

AAA noun an amphetamine tablet In the US, the AAA is the national 
automobile ijjab; which, like an amphetamine tablet, helps you get 
from one place to another (&’i ®3 


state Of enraged frustration. Always following'the', usually now 
phrased (to give someone)’ the screaming abdabs uk 1946 
abdicate verb in 1 ite 1 publi 1 id if n ler it a homosexual- 
jbustihg attendant The royal imagery 1$ derived from the homo¬ 
sexual as queen uS„ an 

Abdul noun i i h soldier. World 

War 1 coinage uk , 1925. 2 any male Arab Gulf war usage us, 1991 
Abe noun 1 - ABE LINCOLN US, 1945 . 

2 any Jewish male. Also variant 'Abie' I rom Hie archetypal Jewish 
t j&me: Abraham us. mu 

A bean noun a capsule of MDMA, the recreational drug best known 

Abe Lincoln noun a five-dollar note I he note bears an engraving of 
President Line® us 19m 


A and A noun i recreation. A 

jocular abbreviation of 'ass and alcohol' us. toss 


Aber nickname Ah- I u - i nny, Aberyst I - 1 any town so 
constructed. From Welsh for 'where two waters meet' uk wales. 2001 


A and B noun assault arid tetti#$ us, ras6 

aap; arp noun a 11 iriji rna 1 irette It m Afrikaans for'monkey' 

aardvark noun ; s 

awkward-looking or difficult to fly, Vietnam war usage us. txs 
ab noun an abscess, especially as a result of injecting drugs us 1952 
AB noun 1 the Ar in Brotherh I hit u i mg in the US us 
i99o. 2 the bleed period of the menstrual cycle. An abbreviation of 
'Annie town’ newzbaland. ms 
ABA noun a traveller's ch@|jj|a$ I* 
abb adjective abnormal us, rasi 

abba-dabba noun Ini i ip. Und uiitedly originated with the 
song 'The Aba-Daba Honeymoon’, written in 1913 and re-released 
with great success by Larry Clinton and His Orchestra in March 
1948, in; which 'abba-dabba' is the chatter of monkeys uSTffii' 
abba-dabba adjective darl kinned i I - foie us, 1975 
abbed adjective 11 II I 1 1 I I I n 1 1 n uscles uk 2002 
abbey noun a sw ►on the 

abbey engage ination us, 1992 

abbott noun a capsule of pentobarbital sodium (trade name 
Nembutal™), a central nerwjtij]j$|st:efri depressant. From the name 
of the manufacturer us srn 

Abby Singer noun n televisior ml 1 In naking Hie next-to-last 
shot of the day. Singer was active in US television from the early 
l9i$fli,Jtintil the late 1980s; his name became an ep’Ohym when he- 
was an. Assistant Director in the 1950s us 1990 
ABC noun 1 an American-born Chinese us, raw. 2 in poker, the ace, 
two and three(4; rags 

ABC adjective of a piece ol chewing gum, already been chewed. 
Childish! usage us 2m 

ABC ad noun in >aj id rtisement I ing h in 
alphabetical order us ms 

ABC class noun the entry grade in a primary school trinidad and 

mm&0,2oo3 

ABCing you used as a farewe . Intended as a clever variant of Til 
be seeing yauTus, raw 
ABC’s noun underwear as-'is^ 

ABC-ya used 1 1 ire - iter L 1 i cleve ariant of i'll be 
seeing you' us 2002 

abdabs; habdabs; screaming abdabs noun a condition of anxiety, 
uneasiness, nervousness; , Iso, but 1, rely, delirium tremens or a 


abercrombie noun 1 - ishions and 

style us aw. 2 someone who strives a; creating ihe impression of 
raw 

abfab adjective ut I ii i i II the lang of Australian 
teenagers. From early 1990s in the : UK it has bberythe widely fam¬ 
iliar shartstorm df popular television situation comedy;Absolutely 
fabulous Australia, ms 

Abigail noun aosexual man us 

able adjective strong i LI ourag 1 1 general speech, this 

word is usually followed by 'to do [something]', but the Canadian 
use tends to follow the otherwise obsolete pattern of letting it 
stand alone 01 ► can’t spell able 

be unable to do what you are told to do Barbados, 199 6 
Able Dog noun dm i | ler-driven iugla AD kyraider. Based on 
the letters A and D in phonetic alphabet The Skyraider was 
manuftdfored between 1946 and 1957; it saw service in'Korea and 
Vietnam-£®, srasr 

able Grable noun a sexually attractive girl us, ms 
abo noun an Australian Aboriginal An abbreviation of'aborigine' 
blended with the '-0' suffix'. Now a strongly taboo word, formerly 
in frequent use by white people, and viewed by them as less 
marked than other terms such as 'boong' or 'coon'. It was even 
usedlih names for products, businesses, etc Australia, 1906 
abo adjective Ai g to, Australian 

Aboriginals Australia, 1911 

aboard adverb present, part of an enterprise us 1957. ► go aboard 
of someone!" id igorou ind ggr ml to attack, or scold 
vigorously CANADA raso 

A-bomb; atom bomb noun marijuana combined in a cigarette with 
cocaine, heroin or opium. The addition of narcotic enhancements 
fj a BOMB (a marijuana cigarette) & signified by the 'A' us, 1x9 
A-bombed adjective undei the influence of amphetamines us 1975 
A-bone noun a Model A Ford car, first built in 1927 us, 1951 
aboot preposition used as a humorous attempt 10 duplicate a 
Canadian saying 'about' us ms 

abort vert to dem 1 1 1 I in 1 1 partner in anal sex us 

abortion noun a misfortune; an ugly person or thing us, 1943 
about-face noun a 180-degree turn executed while driving fast us, 

about it; 'bout it adjective in favour of something us, iOgt 
about right adjective correct; adequate tSf iaso 








above board | acey-deucey 


above board adjective entirely honest From card playing uk ww 
above par adjective i i n 11 ill i t | M Originates from 
describing stocl n< hare i rt e face value uk 1937. 2 mildly 
-danfe By extension ffpfp the previous sensei*; r set 

abracadabra, please and thank you used as a humorous 
embellishment of 'please' A signature line from the Captain 
Kangaroo children'stglevisioftshow (CBS, 1944-84). Repeated 
'With referential tamotifus, im 

Abraham Lincoln; Abie Lincoln adjective disgusting, itefttfetdptible. 

Glasgow rhyming slang for stinking uk, ms 
Abrahampstead nickname H 11 11 “i I nn area f north London 
with a large Jewish population. A combination with the archetypal 
Jewish nam|'W|*Eaharn uk mi 
abs noun the abdominal muscles us, 1956 
absobloodylutely advert absolutely, utterly. Firsl recorded as 
'a^Stglpifely' uk wm 
absofuckinglutely adverb absolutely uk mi 
absolutely! 

Absolutely, Mr Gallagher. Positively, Mr Shean. used fpr a 
humorous assent I torn the Vaudevil e team of Gallagher and 
Shean 8s. 

absotively; absitively adverb certainly. A jocular blend of 'posi- 
iiyeW .and 'absolutely' us, im 
Abyssinian polo noun a game of 4R4 us, 19a 
Abyssinian tea noun khat, a natural stimulant grown in Kenya, 
Ethiopia and Somalia uk, 20m 
Ac noun ,3fg AcprS tar Lg 2002 
AC/DC; AC-DC noun in gay society, a couple uk 2002 
AC/DC; AC-DC adjective bisexual A puti-pn electricity's AC 
(alternating current) and DC (direct current) us 19a 
ACABoll coppers ore bastards. An initialism, a philosophy, a tattoo 

academy noun a jail or pt^&h as is® 

Academy Award noun 1 e gni 1 >fe elling in a field us. ms 
Academy Award adjective 1 excellent us ms. 2 histrionic australm. 


Academy Award winning adjective histrionic auSTRAIia. ras? 

Acapulco noun marijuana from southwest Mexico. A shortened form 
Of ACAPULCO GOLD US, 1970 

Acapulco gold noun goldendeafed marijuana from southwest 
Mexico. A popular well-known strain 01 cannabis. The song 
Acapulco Gold by the Rainy Baze was released in 1967 and had 
just begun its climb on the pop charts when programme directors 
figured out what it was about and. pui'^tjdtofr play lusts us am 

acca; acker noun in academi hose work serve the marketplace 
rather than the intellect hence acpartieuladyrsterrle piece of 
academic writing. An abbreviation punning on ocker (a cb#!# 
Australian) Australia, tip- 

accelerator noun 1 an amphetamine tablet us, mu 2 an arsonist us, 


accessory noun I friend r girlfriend us, 1992 

accibounce noun 1 and tobago. 


accident noun a r lurder that inr I- 1 ed a such us raw 
accidentally on purpose adverb apparently accidental yet 
deliberately done, especially with hidden malicious purpose us tss7 
accommodation arrest noun 1 pre-arranged n ensual raid of an 
illegal gambling operation, designed to give the appearance of 
Strict enforcement of laws its, mi 
according to Hoyle adverb in keeping with established rules and 
norms. After Edmond Hoyle ( 672-1769), who codified the rules 
for many games us, 1904 

accordion act noun collapsing-under pressure us. 1939 


accordion war noun US tactics during the Korean war: accordion- 
Itike-movements up and down Korea by land forges.us m2 
account executive noun a pimp who procures and profits from 
high-price prostitutes us. 1972 

accrue verb ► accrue chocolate officers in an 

obsequious, sycophantic manner. Royal Navy usage; a play On 
brown-nose (to behave obsequiously, etc.) uk 1929 
accumulator noun 1 ie f bet here the mi unt won on one 
event becomes the stake for the next event, a bettor who operates 
in such a manner uk w 

ace noun 1 a very close friend us m2. 2 used as a form of address uk , 
i9i9. 3 a good and reliable friend us mi 4 one dollar us 1900. s one 
hundred dollars us, 1974. 6 one-eighth of an ounce of a drug us 19S9. 
7 phencyclidine, the recreationa drug known as PCP or angel dust 
us i98i. 8 in dice games, .1 rolled one us 1999. 9 an important or 
notable CB user Citizeris’ band radio s ang ; is. rut,. 10 a prison 
sentence of one year us. 122/. 11 in ihe theatre, a one-night 
engagement us mi. 12 in pool, the numbei one ball us im. 13 a 
table for one at a restauranl ( is 1 -1. 14 a single rotten fruit uk w, 

15 in lunch counter usage, a gril ed cheese sandwich us ms. 

16 the grade 'A' us, ram. ► ace in the hole an undisclosed 
resource us isos. ► ace up your sleeve a resource that is yet to 
be revealed. From the populai belief that card cheats hide cards 
up their sleeves us 1927. ► on your ace alone; by yourself 

AUSTRALIA, 1904 

ace verb 1 to ^ 2 way 

somewhere, to engineer something us. 19. 3 to do well in an 

examination us, 1957. 4 to kill someone us ms 
ace adjective exceptional, expert, excellent us, vm 
ace boon coon; ace boon poon noun a very close friend ffgiisss 
ace boy noun a very gc J mal iend ermuda, ms 
ace cool noun a very close .and trusted friend us rags 
ace-deuce noun 1 /ou rely without 

question us mu 2 your best, friend Belize, 199s 
ace-deuce verb in craps, to sustain a heavy loss us. ras7 
ace-deuce adjective 1 cross-eyed us ms. 2 riding a racehorse with the 
.ijgfistirrup higher than the left us, 1948 
ace-deuce adverb than the other 

US 1948 

ace-douche noun n craps, a first roll of three 'Douche' is an 
intpBtjpnal corruption of 'deuce'; a come-out roll of three loses us, 

ace high; aces high adjective the very best PmjTi, poker us im 
ace in verb 1 to mar pulal om n 1 mething into a situation 
us mi. 2 to become associated with a group and work your way 
into it US 1992 

acelerante noun an amphetan ne or central ne vous system stimu- 
; Hjiftt ’Sorrowed Spanish used by English-speakers us 1992 
ace man noun a youth gang's top fighter us m3 
ace note noun a one-dollar note us, 1929 
ace of spades noun the vulvS-i!|yia» 
ace on adjective skilled at Bahamas, im 
ace out vert 1 11 fool someone; 1 indie sor leoneus, 1933 2 to 
exclude someone us 19 t. 3 in poker, to win a hand by bluffing 
while holding a relatively low-value hand us m3 
ace over apex adverb head over heels us. 190 
aces noun in poker, a hand with a pair of aces us, rasz. ► aces in 
both places in craps, a roll of two us, 1999 
aces adjective eXttli@ftf.fS 1901 

acey-deucey noun 1 in backgamn in 1 1 nt rule under which the 

game is started in positions othei than the standard layout us 1944. 
2a bisexual. A probable elaboration of ac/dc us, raso 
acey-deucey verb used 1 - ride ith the inside stirrup 

lower than the outside stirrup. A riding style popularised by 
legendary jockey Bette Acarp us 194s 





acey-deucy | actor’s Bible 


acey-deucy noun in craps, a roll of a one and a two us, 1974 
acey-deucy adjective bisexual. A probable elaboration of AC/DC us, 

achiever no™ a devoted fan of the film The Big Lebowski. In the 
film, the rich Lebowski sponsors a programme named the 'Little 
Lebowski Urban Achievers' us, 2004 

Achnard noun 

'Ahmed' as an allusion to the preponderance of immigrants 
among New York's taxi-driving workforce-os, 1997 
acid noun 1 LSD us 1965. 2 rum Barbados i96s. 3 by extension, any 
alcoholic beverage trinidadand tobago, 2001 . 4 impudence, heavy 
sarcasm. Especially in the phrase 'come the old acid' uk m2. 

► put the acid on 1 it someone to 

the test. From 'acid test' Australia, 1 m. 2 10 pressure someone 
sexually Australia, 1939 

acid freak noun a habitual user of LSD os, 1966 
acid funk noun rse us, 1971 

acid head noun a habitual user rfftijl US tm, 
acid house noun 1 nesr le i< iance musir ge ire characterised by 
electronic 'squelching' sounds. Anartistic and lexicographic 

erieftiJoh of HOUSE (MUSIC) US 1988 
acid jazz noun a dance rrftiSc genre uk, 1999 
acid mung noun the sensation while under the influence of LSD of 
having an oily fece os.^v’ ' • 

acido noun LSD OS, 1971 

acid rock noun a genre of rock music I oik etymology claims the 
music-to be inspired byf-he altered states ofeoncioijtsftos induced 
by acid (the filaJIbcinogenic drug LSD); certainly this was a 
commercial style of music being marketed to the mass audience 
when high-profile musicians were expecisfien-ting- with LS&^jjS m 
acid test noun -hallucinatory 

fesfperiences of LSD. Ken Kesey and the Merry Pranksters organised 
acid tests in Palo Ate, -Portland (GregoifoLos Angeles and Mexico 
in 1966,05, ism 

acidy adjective psycnede!From acid (LSD) uk )®s 
acieeedi; aceeed! called out to register .1 delight in, and Identifi¬ 
cation i/vith, club dance music. Three 'e's seem to be a constant in 
the various spellings that attempt to capture the fervour generated 
by early acid house culture uk 1999 

ack noun 1 a pimple 2111 omput 1 >r g imming, a message 

sent from one system or program to another, acknowledging 
receipt of-a previous message uk 1986 
ack verb i to acknowledge a letter, etc. Clerical usage, originally Civil 
Service uk 1934. 2 in computer programming, to acknowledge 
receipt of a message ore im 

ack-ack noun anl 1- it 1 ift n Ik 1 An in 1 1 1 11 Ing the phonetic 
alphabet that was current until 1941. Usage survived the new 
alphabet rather than being amended to 'able abfe‘'is 1926 
ack-ack verb to shoot someone or something us 1947 

ackamarackus; ackamaracka noun fanciful speech intended to 

deceive us, 1933 

ack emma noun 1 nornin I 1 1111 from the phonetic 

alphabet: ack (A) current i§M-41, emma (M) 1904-27 uk two 

acker; akka; ackers noun 

usage for the (Egyptian) piastre, probably from Arabic fakka (small 
change) uk 1937 \>see: acca 

Acker Bilk noun milk I t Country jazz 

musician Acker Bilk fo 1929) uk 1992 
ackle verb to fit'©rfunetian properly uk mi 
ack Willy; ack Willie adjective .1 -1 1 ill jt leave In World War 2 
military use; signalese for AWOl, the official abbreviation Australia, 

acme wringer noun the finger. Glasgow rhyming slang uk, rass 
acne noun a rough road-surface 05,- 
acorn noun in a casino 1 gener >u tip; -1 


acorns noun thgp|i®§s US- jS# 
acorn shell noun a tandem uk, n90s 

acquire verb : use of the conventional 

acre; acher noun 1 1 1 1 1 I r \ua ms 

across preposition ► across the bridge to Dartmouth mentally ill, 
institutionalised. In the twin cities of Halifax and Dartmouth, Nova 
Steotia the Nova Scotia Hospital, the institution for the mentally 
Unstable, is ijvtffe latter Canada, 1999 
across the board noun in 1 horse will win, 

place (finish- second), or show (finish third) us. 19154 
across the ditch noun Australia wafefesiAWa i»a 


across the pavement c 


>(of criminal activity) in a street sitif? 


act noun the disguise and staged persona ity assumed by an expert 
card counter playing blackjack in a casino in the hope of avoiding 
detection and ejection us mu ► get in on the act; be in on 
the act to l v 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 hi tetivit 

► get into the act to take part It not coined by, popularised as 
part of the catchphrase 'everybody wants to gel into the act' by 
romecian .Limy Ducirle on Lie - do in die DAOs 10 ;-e- 

► get your act together; get it together to take control of 
your personal condition; to get your mind and emotions under 
control; to become org; nised A variation of 'pull yourself 
together' us. 197.1. ► hard act to follow; tough act to follow 
something or someone who cannot be easily outdone us, m3. 

► put on an act to give an exaggerated performance; to indulge 
in histrionicsAi®m«, 1944 

act verb ► act as if in twel - -1 1 1 | rogrammes such as 

Alcoholics Anonymous, used as a slogan foi new participants in 
the programme us ms. ► act cute to behave in an annoyingly 
adorable fashion ► act the angora to play the 

fool.Theang 1 1 > lr in mi n > actthegoat 
Australia 1942. ► act the goat to play the fool Australia, 1940. 

► act the maggot to play die fool Ireland, mu. ► act your age 
not your shoesize to behave in a manner appropriate to your 
years. A humorous extension of 'act your age' us m6 

act-ass noun a; a braggart us mo 

acting Jack noun 1 1 lance ergean in 111 ige us, 1917. 2 a 
4$ldier temporarily appointed to higher -rank, especially to serve as 
a platoon leader in basic training us. 1942 
action noun 1 sexual activity us, m-. 2 activity, especially of the kind 
to arouse interest or excitement Often ir» the greetings 'where's, 
the action?' and 'what's die action?' us, mi. 3 betting, gambling 
us, W85. 4the amount that .1 gambler is willing 10 bet os, 1 991. s in 
pool, a game played wild wagers us 1990. 6 dr pool, spin imparted 
on the cue ball to affect the course of this object baraphe cue 
ball after striking the object ball 1 is, ns s. 7 a political act, often 
confrontational or violent us mu ► piece of the action; share 
of the action e in the prof ts 

of something us-rasz 

action suffix used for empha if the noun 1 vhich it is suffixed, 
without change in meaning. For example., 'I'm ready for some 
Chinese food acttosfux m2 

action beaver noun a d m featuring lull nudity and sexual activity 
short of intercourse US im 

action faction noun a subset of the political left that advocated 
.forceful, confrontational tactics os, ;sw 

action player noun a gambler who be I 

flamboyantly us, 2003 

action room noun 1 mon us m2. 2 a 

place where betting and gambling take place us, 1972 
active citizens noun fleas, bedbugs, of Wy lice is 1949 
actor noun 1 a liar, a bluffer. Criminal usage 1 is c 1950. 2 a troublemaker 

US , 1964 

actor-proof adjective Hr iting a ml in a play or performance so 
well written that no amount of bad acting can ruin it us, 1973 
actor's Bible noun Variety magazitfeSS, mi 





actor’s reach | Afghan 


actor's reach noun a seemingly sincere effort to pay for your meal 
vyhen seatring in a group at a restaurant masking a secret hope that 
someone else will pay. Based on the stereotype of the actor as 
starving artiststiming his reach for his wallet to produce a demur 
from someone else at the table who has already reached for their 
wallet to pay us ism 

actual noun in ihe Vietnam war, a unit commander os, imi 
actuary noun in an illegal betting operation, an oddsmaker vs 1971 
AD noun a drug addict. Eithei a straightforward abbreviation of 
'addict' or, as has been seriously suggested, an initialism of 'drug 
addict 4 reversed to avoid confusion with a District Attorney US, 1970 
adafookman! 

protestation of innocence, e.g. 'have I?', i didn't!’. A phonetic 
slovening of 'have I fuck fnanl' uk 2002 

Ada from Decatur; Ada Ross, the Stable Hossnoun in a game 
of dice, a roll of eight A-homophORie.s^jfedfi of 'eighter' us isis 
Ad Alley nickname the advert! 11 1 1 In 1 | .11 that located in 

New York and commonly known in the US as 'Madison Avenue' 
after the New York street where many advertising agencies halt - 
Jpat offices us rasa 

Adam noun 1 MDMA, the m itional drug t 1 known as ecstasy. 

An anagram us. vm. 2 a partner in a criminal enterprise uk w. 

3 a homosexual's first sexual partner I rom Adam as ihe biblical 

first man us, 1972. ► not know someone from Adam to be 

ignorant aboutah identification uk um 
Adam and Eve noun a pill of MDEA and MDMA, the recreational 
drugs best known as ecstasy. A combination of adam (MDMA) and 
the obvious partner; note madman and madwoman as synonyms 
for MDMA and MDEA repectively uk im 
Adam and Eve; adam verb 1 li h 1,1 in lung Franklyn 
suggests it ante-dates 1914; the Oxford English Dictionary finds the 
earliest citation at 1925 uk. 2 to leave, especially in a hurried 


Adam and Eve on a raft noun two eggs on toast. Restaurant slang 


Adam Ants noun iderwear not US 

trousers; formed on Adam Ant, the stage name of sMgef and actor 
smart SoijdaWl .ft). 1954) uk ms 

adamatical adjective naket , 11 1 1011 1 conven t ml tig leaf uk mi 
Adam's off-ox noun 1 [he expression 'he 

wouldn't know me from Adam's off-ox' us. im 
adbuster noun 1 int n ite tivisn the non-specific 
description for those involved in cultural subveslbfi Canada im 
adbusting noun of subverting 

•Igand advertising, usually hyparody or mockery us 2000 
addick noun an addict. A misspelling that reflects pronunciation us 


addict noun a victim ' r confid i< mil k repeatedly invests 
In the crooked enterprise, hoping that his investment will pay off 
us, 1985 . ► addict waiting to happen in tw 

programmes such as Alcoholics Anonymous, used for describing 
the childbead of addicts of tine future us, 199s 
additoodnoun 1 1 11 itati lal manner. Th English version of 

Americanised .pronunciation, adopting .trip US slang sSBseof 
'attitude' uk » 
addy noun an address us 2002 

A-decknouna prison cell used foi solitary confinement us, im 
adger verb in computing, to make an avoidable mistake us. 1991 
adidas noun a prison training instructor I torn hie similarity 
between the stripes or art instructor and the logo- 

styhflfson Adidas™ sports equipment $jt .,im 
adios amoebas used as a hum 1 is farewe fhe amoebas 1 is an 
intentional butchering of amlgmus im 
adios motherfucker 
sometimes abbreviated to amf us, 19m 


Adirondack steak; Adirondack goat noun garnd, especially 
venison, killed out of season us 1954 


adjectival adjective used 1 i euphen 1 ubstitutefor iny 
intensifying adjective that may be considered unsuitable v- 
adjuster noun a hai@jjer 0 i&a 

adjust the stick! i.sed as a humorous admonition to casino 
employees at a craps table when the players are losing us, m 


ad-lib verb to date indiscriminately us. im 

ad man noun 1 a prisoner \ 1 with the prison 

administration 1 u 19 2 a swind ei who sells advertising space in a 

.fion-existent pubticatior);a publication, with whom he has no 

Admiral Browning noun in the navy, human excrement uk mi 
admiral's mate noun in the Royal Navy, a boasting know-all rating 


admiral's watch noun a good nlgfrt'siSfe^as. im 
admiralty brown noun a iiDi ; 1 1 riginally R il Australian Navy 

US^AUSTRAUA. mi 

admishnounth ecus, mi 

a-double-scribble noun used as a euphemism for 'ass' In any of its 
senspst/s; tbs 

Adrian Quist adjective di uni -I ning slang r pissed; formed on 
the name of ihe Ai istralian tennis player, 19'3-91 Australia, ms 


adrift adjective i nally nautical 

usage us. i84i. 2 confused uk m2 


adult baby noun 1 ier 1 fter rp titute lient, whose sexual 
needs are manifested in a desire to be dressed and treated as an 


advance verb ► advance the spark to prepare us. 1945 
advertise verb 1 nut plainly us, 

1931. 2 to dress or behave in a sexually provocative manner, to 
jfij.c'k and pencil the eyebrows. Gay use, on the pr$iwsp.that it 
pays 10 advertise us, 1972. 3 in poker, to bluff m a manner that is 
intended to be caught all in anticipation of a later bluff us ms. 

4 in gin, to discard in a manner that is designed to lure a desired 
card from an opponent us mi. 5 to activate the siren and/or 
flashing lights of a police car us im 
advertised noun ► on the advertised ontibe railways, on time us,; 


adzine noun 

advertising us 1982 

aerated; aeriated adjective excited, angry uk iss4 
aerial adjective 1 “I r modifie 11 ual position where at 
least one participant ij offthe ground us 1995 
Aesop noun le playing us 

af; aff noun an All I I La i 1 TH AFRICA, 1976 

A-factor noun . and all 

unexpected and added difftejlfies encountered Antarctica, i9ss 
AFAIC used as shorthand in Internet discussion groups and text 
messages to' t®#n 'as far os /'mreddsewse# us, 2002 
AFF noun an attraction to South Asian females. An abbreviation of 
'Asian female fetish' us, 1997 

affirmative > “ Used ith it 11 nockir 1 military response us, 


affy bud noun a type of marijuana that originates in Afghanistan uk 


afgay noun a homosexual. See: agfay us, 1972 
Afghan noun any A'gl lan, Pakistani or other central Asian who 
immigrated to Austra 1a in the C19 to work as camel-drivers in 
desert regions. Formerly generally regarded with suspicion and 
contempt by white Australians, which accounts for the fossi’tisation 
of the term in various derogatory phrases! the-OEcypatioh has long 
Ifice disappeared Australia, im 








Afghani | aggravation 


Afghani black; Afghani pollen noun varfefp 
Afghanistan uk, 2003 

AFK used as shorthand in Internet discussion 
ages-to mean 'away fertt keyboard' US, a® 

Afkansastan noun Afghar 
afloat adjective drunk US tm 
AFO nickname the A 


after you, Claude - no, after you, Cecil used to depict a lack 
aggression or unnecessary good manners A catchphrase regular 
delivered by Jack Train and Horace Percival in the BBC radio 
comedy ITMA, 1930-49. Contemporary usage has been widely 
applied to sports such as cricket, hockey, football and.;motoAraci 
and also to firsfrpast-tbe-pQSt electoral sySW**# 1939 
after you with the trough! 1 h i | 1 in someone's 


afoot or ahossback adjective unSiMcof the direction yc 


Africa hot adjective ex 
African noun 1 a man 


African black noun a potent type of mariju 
from Africa, po#Wy Morocco u$> two 

African bush noun marijuana os, rats 

African dominoes noun dis^ig ists 
African golf noun the 1919 

African grape noun a watermelon. Based 0 


African plum noun a v\ 
African queen noun a 

attractive pypffingoi 

African salad noun kh; 

Ethiopia ani femaira 

African toothache no 
African Woodbine no 


afterburner noun 

afterclaps noun consequences eegig tm 
after-hours adjective open after bars and nightclubs close 

afterlater adverb later its' imv 

after-nine noun a b auk male homosexual who pretends tc 


s, especially large female 


snt, sought-after homosex 
service for an etftpjfiyer; s 
'd games, the person to tl 


ageable adjective ' 
age before beauty used as a mo 
someone to precede you uk 1977 

age card noun ill 1 
agent noun 1 the operator of a rigg 
casino gambling, a confederate 0 

Agent Scully noun oral sex. A refer 


aggie overdrive noun in trucking, coa 

Aggie Weston's; Aggie’s nickname a 

In I 1 ll h h L il 1 - I 









aggressive | air jammer 


aggressive adjective used as a coded euphemism for 'dominant' in 
sadomasochistic sex os, im 

aggro noun itroubl rif roblen nuisance Abbreviated from 
'aggravation' uk m9. 2 aggression Australia, m2 
aggro adjective m I i i I \UA 1986 

aginner noun a person morally opposed to carnivals and the circus 

agitate verb ► agitate the gravel to leave. Teen slangas issgi 
agitprop noun agitation and propaganda as an unfocused political 
tactic; a fashionable genre of theatre arts with a (usually) left-wing 
political agenda. Adopted from the name given to a department of 
the Central Committee of the Russian Communist Party respon- 
Jtfrle for agitation and propaganda on behalf ofiipSmuriffi- ideals; 
a,inflation of agitatsiya and propaganda uk 1934 

aglish adjective d around the 

Lunenburg area in Nova Scotia, where many German settler's Still 
adapt old expressions Canada, 1999 
-a go-go suffix In the 

manner of go-go (a disco), hence dancing applied figuratively uk, 

1986 

agonies noun rffered when 

wnhmawng iron mug adc'cl or or 

agonised button noun 

minium (Staybrite) button Anodised (electro-plated) aluminium 
replaced brass and white metal as-the main metal for British 
Other Ranks military insignia from about 1950 onwards uk 1984 

agony noun ► pile on the agony; pile up the agony; put on 
the agony to e rggerate 1 1 11 11 II iheatrical usage 


agony aunt; agony auntie noun a newspaper or magazine 
columnist who advises readers on questions of a personal nature; 
hence an adviser or counsellor on intimate problems uk jws 
agony column noun i 1 ie paper r magazin ^ time of readers' 
letters seeking help 10 persona problems with replies from ,1 
columnist or agony aunt uk, 1975 

a good craftsman never blames his tools used famdfemissifrg- 
an attempt by someone to blame a mistake on a piece of 
equipment or something withinttheir control us, 1997 
agricultural adjective s. slogging shot off 

a sweeping bat uk, m2 

A-head noun 1 an m; 1 imin abuser v 2 a fiequent user of 

ahhh, Rooshan A short-lived fad 

greeting associated with bebop jazz us. 1949 
a-hole noun 1 the mi - 1 in - fARSE 2 by extension, 

a despised person us. 1942 

-aholic; -oholic; -holic suffix an addict of; or addicted to, the pig|* 
fixed thing or activity. Usage may be literal or figurative from 
'alco holic' (a person addicted to alcohol); the first widely 
recognised extended usage was Wsrteholic 1 ( 1968 ) us, 1954 
ai!; aiii! yes Popularised in Ihe LJK in the late 1990 s by Ali G 
(comedian Sacha Baron-Cohen)« 2032 
AIF adjective deaf Rhyming slang, from Australian Imperial / orces 
AUSTRALIA, 1973 

a-ight llm | i ng agreement or affirmation c/s,/a95 

aim verb ► aim Archie at the armitage (of a male) to urinate. 

Armitage Shanks are manufacturers of toilet furniture Australia, 1971 
aimie noun an amphetamine m.tm 

ain't; aint verb replaces am not, are not, is not, has not, have not. A 
widely used solecism utUiio 
ain't buyin’ it! I dSrpilf'believe you us. im 
ain't havin' it! it is not allowed us, im 

ain't love grand! used for registering the pleasure of being In love 
or, ironically, the opposite us, 1 977 
ain't no joke! arm serious! us, 1 990 


ain’t no shame in my game used for expressing a lack of shame 
when engaged in an activity that might shame others us 2002 
ain’t no thang; ain't no big thang used for dismissing 
something as not problematic us ms 
ain’t that a bite! isn't that too bad! Teem slang us, mt 
ain't the beer cold! 1 It n ngtha Hi well in the 
world. Popularised by baseball radio announcer Chuck Thompson, 
who used the phrase as the title at his autobiography. Repeated 
with referential httrtmtf US, 1982 
ain't with that I do not agree or consent US, 1990 
ain’t you got no couf? where are your manners, dress sense, etc? 

Military; a pun on 'uncouth' UK m4 
AIO noun a college udenf It 1 >e 1 t bel ng to a fraternity us 


AIP noun heroin tan us, m2 

air noun 1 a jurn; hile 1 I rdin 2 in foot-propelled 

scootering, a jump uk 2000. 3 air support, air power, bombing 
Vietnam war usage us 1991. 4 in ihe pornography industry, an 
ejaculation that cannot be seen leaving the penis and travelling 
through the air. In a situation which calls for visual proof of the 
ejaculation, air is not good us, 199 5. 5 air brakes on a truck or 
rai way carriage us, 1 - 6 ihe mood created by a person or 
persons. There is 'good air' and there is 'bad air 1 us nss. ► get 
air to be ignored uk 2cm. ► in the air (used of the flank of an 
army) unprotected by natural or man-man obstacles us, m2. 

► leave in the air 

ms. ► turn the air blue; make the air turn blue to use 

obscene or blasphemoi language ► up in the air (used 

Of a pair in a game of poker) formed with help from the 
communal face-up cards us, 1992 
air verb ► air your belly tO'V^Hjf us 2000 
air artist noun a rail ngin II 1 the use of air brakes us, 


airbag noun 

airbags noun the lqft|i £/£, 

air ball nouni in pinball, a ball that is lost out of play without 
having been flipped us 1977. 2 in pool, a shol in which the cue ball 
does not hit any otref bsjlus m3 
air bandit noun a gambling etngat'US 1% 9 
air barrel noun without 

money to back the bet. A barrel is a betting unit; an 'air barrel’ is 
thus an illusory betting anit us, im 
air biscuit noun a fart us, 2001 
air-conditioned adjective sexually 1983 

air dance noun rpital punishm 1 1a in A pecific dance 
name is sometimes substituted for 'dance', such as 'air polka' tis. 


air-dash verb irgency is implied). 


airedale noun 1 n of the symbol 

of the Airedale as an aristocratic dog us, 1925. 2 a navy pilot us m2. 

3 a plane handler on an aircraft carrier us, 1943 
air giver noun a railway tetemarf^fi 10r 
air guitar noun in magin I ui ri ed t mimic a rock guitar 
player us. m2 

airhead noun 1 a person who is not inclined 10 think, not equipped 
' » think, or both «s 

air hog noun in the language of hang gliding, the flier in a group 
who stays in the air longest us 1 992 
airie noun an aerop ane In G asgow, a shortening of the local 
pronunciation: 'airt'gjiljme'OK Scotland ms 

airish adjective 1 cold 1 2 11 mill h< ing off US, 1943 

air jammer noun 1 il 1 1 -1 10 connect mhoses and air 

signals aft S train'us, 1977 








Air Jesus; Air Hebrews | alco; alko 


Air Jesus; Air Hebrews noun in< il Alluding Nike Ait Iordan™ 
Sports shoes us. 1992 

air junkie no™ in the language of hang gliding, a devoted, obsessed 


air-kiss verb to hrough hem tion if I ng but deliberately 
fail to make contact vsdth tbfh^tson 1 who would normally be 

airlock vert to I . Maca 1 1 111 the cut-out in a 

diesel engine if air enters the fuel system' itjACondse Ulster 
Dictionary, 1996 uk: northern Ireland, 1996 

airlocked adjective 
airmail noun 1 

building to the courtyard below us a 52. 2 objects thrown by 
prisoners down onto guards or other prisoners below us, 1992 
airmail vert to throw rubbish from the upper windows of a building 
to the courtyard below us. m 
air monkey noun 1 rai 1 11 1 I repairman us, ra« 

air off vert to tall I ill tobago, i960 

airplane noun 1 a device used for holding a marijuana cigarette that 
has burnt down to the stub An abbreviation of ihe fuller 
JEFFERSON AIRPLANE US, 1970 . 2 marijuana UK 1998 
airplane vert ii inhale through the r le sn ke of the stub of a 
marijuana cigarette us,, im 

airplane blonde; aeroplane blonde noun a brunette, Usually a 
woman, with dyed blonde hair Jocu ar, implying the punchline 
'felon# up top but you know there's a black box somewhere' uk 

airplane driver noun 

airplane rule noun in computing, the belief that simplicity is a 


air ride noun a car wild pneumatic shock absorbers us, 1975 
airs noun a pair of Nike Air Jordan M trainers (sneakers) us, 1990 
airs and graces noun I ng, surviving 

earlier senses 'Epsom Races' and 'faces' uk i960 
air shot noun an act of sexual intercourse that stops short of 
orgasm. Royal Navy slang, from 'torpedo df#‘« iw 
air sucker noun a jet-aeroplane us, m3 

air-to-mud adjective 11 d 1 11 in-' "i I mb dropped) from the 
air f»ibe'ground us, mi 

air tragic noun air traffic control: in Royal Air Force use uk 2002 
airy adjective marijuana-intoxicated us, 1949 
airy a none. As used in Nova Scotia's South Shore, this expression 
is a form of the archaic 'ne'er a' or a short form of 'never a' 

airy-fairy noun Service) later 

the Fleet Air Arm tM to 

airy-fairyud/ecf/vedelii it- fan ifu insu ntial tri 1 il 

aitch noun 1 hell A euphemism us, 1 >so. 2 heroin us, m 5 
ai te guacho I'll see you ter 'Guacho prounounced 'watch-o,' a 
pure invention Border Spanish used in English conversation by 
Mexican-Americans us, 1950 

AJ noun an 'acting jack', or an acting noncommissioned officer us. 


ajax noun 1 infap 'em poker, an ace and a jack as the first two 
cards dealt to a particular player Punning on the brand name of a 
cleaning agent as 1 1 2 any youth gang member under the age of 
16. A borrowing from the slogan for Ajax™ cleaner - 'comes out 
clean' - and the fact that a juvenilerOfltedte wW te treated far 
less htrs&ljf than- an adulfe£/s ism 
ajax adjective i nearby Possibly derived from 'adjacent' uk 2002. 

2 clean. An allusion 10 the branded cleaning product us, 2002 
AK noun 1 a sycc I 2 an and nasty old man. An 

abbreviation of the Yiddish alter kocker us, m2. 3 an AK-47 semi¬ 
automatic rifle US, 1990 


AK vert to curry favour by obsequious behaviour. An abbreviation of 

AK 47 noun a variet in irijuan I 1 an the automatic weapon 
designed by Mikhail Kalashnikov as® 

AKA noun an alia -1 1 1 11 11 1 1 1 os tiom police 

► go AKA S 1983 

AK amp noun an amputation at the knee. Vietnam war medic usage 


akey-okey adjective satisfactory us i960 

aks vert to ask. A familiar mispronunc iation, especially in black and 
youth' usage uk, 2005 

AL adjective not to be believed. An abbreviation of 'always /ying' us 

ala-ala's noun the testicles. Hawaiian youth usage us, issi 

Alabama wool noun MS 

a-la-beff noun _ 1 il 1 1- ' 1 - I - mm n h 1 d ml 11- 

and the man entering her from behind. An allusion.to the mating 
of cattle and the French ho$uf trikhdad and tobago, 1980 

Aladdin's cave noun the I d 1 1 1 1 - ful thiefs ill-gotten 

gains. Metropolitan Police s(ang.,$fter the tale of Aladdin in 7t?f? 
Arabian Nights uK t im 

alambrista noun 1 mi Hi nt in the US. Border 

Spanish used in English,conversation by Mexican-Americans; fibfji:, 
the-Spanish for 'wire' us 1 974 

Alameda noun in I n me 1 II that pr luces no points for 
the player. Alameda is an island city just west of Oakland. In 
Alameda, a worthless hand is called a ’Milpitas', alluding tG-assmat 
and relatively poteofty just north of San Jose us, 1971 

alamo used (or registering .1 strong sexual interest in someone. 
Oerivesvfl«|h the initial letters ofl^i^eouf UK 2m 

Alamo Hilton nickname a Iie i I irtified bunkei beneath the Khe 
lanh base in South Vretnafft jiucihg the Vietnam war us. 1990 

Alan Whickers; Alans noun I 1 I 1 Hi 11 11 I mg foimedfrom 
the name of reporter; broadcaster and television personality Alan 
Whicker (b 1925), who first came to prominence in the late 1950s 


Alaska hand noun in ill ;m [ I 1 1 ing ml r three as the first 
twa cardl-iifealt to a particular player Built from the syrtQfiyntoXs 
king crab, which is IbiJodHn Alaska us. mi 
Alaskamo noun rr Ameri n Indian from Alaska us, m3 

Alaska strawberries noun beanS Jfei lssf 
Alaska time noun 1 1 - lainin tardiness us, 1976 

Alaska turkey noun saliSpji us, 194s 
Alaska tuxedo noun a wool work suit tis, ms 


Albanian uK 1945 


albatross noun 1 1 ver k, incurable hospital [ rtient lin erin 
near death us ms. 2 a Grumman HU-16 amphibian aircraft, best 
known as a rescue aircraft during the Korean and Vietnam wars us, 
1991. 3 cooked chicken Roya Navy use; p esumably inspired by 
Coleridge's 'The Rima-iOf'wie Ancient Mariner’ uk, 1995 
Alberta Clipper noun 1 1 ii 1 tern that blows from the 

Canadian Rocky Mountains eastward A winter phenomenon, with 
wind and usually sft^yv Canada, 1999 
Albert County tartan; Albert County dress tartan noun a plaid 
wool shirt, as used by woodsmen Albert County is in the 
Moncton', New Brunswick, areaowADA, im 
albino noun in pool, the #4e cue ball us, ms 
albino grass noun snow fallen on a Vancouver, British Columbia, 
lawn CANADA, 20m 

Alcan nickname the Alaska-Canada Highway us.im 
AI Capone noun heroin gf|89§r 
alcho noun an alcoholic UK im 


alco; alko noun an alcoholic Australia, ms 






alcoholiday | alley craps 


alcoholiday noun is spent drinking 

alcohol GUYANA, 1975 

alcohol rub noun a cocktail party os, J968 
alderman noun i in the circus and carniva , an office worker who 
informs on his (e low workers us ra; i 2 a big paunch. Referring to 
||e supposed physique and appetite of local elected officials us. 

al desko adverb (1 ed 1 i meal) ( 1 ume< 1 our desk at work. A 
play on al fresco US.mr 

alec; aleck; alicknounan idiot lortenin 1 smart alec Australia, 


alky; alkie noun 1 an alcoholic us, 1952. 2 alcohol, especially methyl 
alcohol us 1844 . 3 methanol used as fuel for racing cars us, 1970 

alkyed adjective drunk us, 1970 

alky tank noun ir drunk prisoners 

US. 1962 

all adverb i very 1994. 2 SOUS.I997 

all ► be all used as a quotative device to report a conversation us, 

all about adjective 1 ilert, .. R il 11 ivy use uk, me. 

2 interested in us, im 


aled up adjective under the inf uence of beer uk; ms 
aletank noun a hea Irir r. A m In triant I hie earlier, now 
obsolete 'alecan' (a heavy dm\tefitx 2002 
a-levels noun a service 

offered by a prostitute. A play on the name given to 'advanced- 
tweF examinations in the British education system UK sms 

Alexander noun 1 I I 1 11 - 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1847-1922, Scottish-born inventor of the telephone uk, 1999 
Mf noun an ordinary uneducated, unsophisticated Australian male. 

Counterpart afthe rcn Australia, im 
alfalfa noun 1 money Circus and carnival usage us. 1917. 2 marijuana 

' I4 199S 

alias man noun 11 inf dence 1 1 Her u mica mi 
alibi noun 1 in a rigg I trnival gam there in given by the game 
operator to disqualify a legitimate win us. ms. 2 in sports, an 
excuse for not performing well. In 1914, sportssyjfppwRing Lardner 
created the character Alibi Ike, who always had an excuse for not 
playing well us, 1914. 3 a weak excuse A watered-down version of 
the conventional use us. 1 m 

alibi day noun | ryday. LJ 1 in im; u estingthat 
loggers suddenly deve op 1 Inesses and injuries that prevent them 
from wofking.ipfen they have cash in hand us. 195s 
alibi ghee noun a person who can be counted upon to provide an 
Spbi for a- criminal.1%.is® 

alibi Ike noun 

questioned about a crime us ms 
Alice nouni LSD. A phonetic pun on the first two letters of LSD, 
influenced by Lewis Carroll's Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, 
1865, and Through the Looking-Glass and What Alice Found There, 
1871, vipfe were considered inspirational works by the hippy 
subculture of the late 1960s, The obvious reference, but not a 
citation of usage, is Jefferson Airpl; ne's ‘White Rabbit', 1969 us 
1972. 2 a military backpack us. ms. ► to have Alice to experience 
the, Weed period of the menstrual cycle us, m 
Alice nickname Alice Springs. Early use is always preceded by 'the' 
AUSTRALIA, 'mi 

Alice B. Toklas brownies noun I 1 1 in laced with 

marijuana ortlshish, Toklas' original 1954 recipe, which was for 
fudge, not brownies, carried the cauttapjl^ipgld be eaten with 
■C|re. Two pieces are quite suflSfcientf US. ms 
alickadoonoun a rugby club official or committee member. Possibly 
from .a.tePfc-ftyrAlec Kadoo iremnd, w 
aliennounin isin mil 1 bettin hipfr m another casino 
US. SKS 

Alimony Gallery noun ex-v ive f player 1 in e hibition game by 
ce ebrity filmmakers c anada, 2002 

A-list noun used for ienoting all that.ite I with the greatest 

contemporary fame and celebrity. In conventions} media jargon 
. lie A-list is a notional social elite of thtfse who are considered 
’prestigious enough, to add top-value to a guest it'i-AHS im 
alive adjective i i I l mm 11 race bet in h i - iai ing in which 
the first or early legs of the bet have been won Australia, i 989 . 2 in 
.hotaraaeing, said of a horse subject to heavy hefting us, 1990 
alize noun any afeoWiC beverage 
alko noun >see: ALCO 


all alone adjective everal lengths 


All-American nickname I 

two A's on. the division's patch. There were many double-A 
variants, such as 'All-African', 'Alcoholics Anonymous', and 'Almost 
Airborne', but 'Alt-American' was the most common us. 1991 

all-American drug noun cocaine us, im 

all and everyone noun e wo tobago, 1973 

all a penny adjective inexpensi ind plentiful barbados, rezs 
All Black nickname a member of the New Zealand international 
'alien's rugby team new Zealand, i 9 ss 

all chiefs and no Indians; too many chiefs and not enough 
Indiansa situ,in 1 11 n hi man leople ire giving orders 
and too few are available to obey: a top-heavy command 
,Unitary coinage, meaning all officers not other ranks, us, 1972 
all-clear noun I rom the earlier and 

continuing use as a signal that a danger has passed uk 1936- 
all coppers are bastards; all coppers are cunts serves as a 
catchphrase among certain sections of society, from, or possibly 
the inspiration for, a chanted jingle: 'I'll sihgyo’g-.i.Song/ And it 
wont take long (or: It's not very .tijiggl / All coppers are bastards.' uk. 


all datnounever thir pularised in the UK in the late 1990s by 
All G (comedian Sacha Baron-Cohen) uk, 2003 
all day adjective 1 in bar dice games involving up to three rolls, 
taking all three re. Is to make the player's hand us, ms. 2 in craps, 
Sid of a bet that is 'in effect until the shooter Rjlfe-his point .or a 


all day and night noun a I 197 s 

all day from a quarter noun /ears to life us. 


all-day sucker noun a large lolly [ hat take long timet 
consume AUSTRALIA 1939 

all down the line adverb in every way, completely, at asjry 
opportunity uk, 1976 

allergic adjective having 1 li I I - 1 1 nei ie or something. 
Generally jocular usage UK 1937 

alley nouni at eding thing or 

activity us, 1954. 2 in horse racing, a stall in Hie starting barrier 
Australia, 1982. 3 on the railways, the trac k visible ahead of a train 
us 1975. 4 a walkway between rows of prison cells us, 1992. 5a 

► make your alley good to 

improve your situation; to redeem yourself in the eyes of others 
AUSTRALIA, 1924. ► up your alley le or taste us 1924 

alley apple noun 1 a brick or cobblestone us, 1927. 2 horse manure; a 
piece of faeces; excrement us i960 
alley bourbon noun 1 1 11 ill manufactured Ini 
alley cat noun 1 illy a woman 

uk, 1926. 2 ayoung person who idles on a street corner us ms. 3a 
Jierspfrwho survives on begged pr ■stplerapickings Guyana, tm s 
alley cleaner noun a handgun 

alley craps noun a spontaneou I el inised, private game of 
craps, rarely played in an alley us 1977 







alley juice | all singing all dancing 


alley-oop noun in n I n I 60-degi 


alley up verb to pay off a debt i; 


all mouth and no trousers adjective all t 


night; a prostit®8S client who pays to stay 
s an 'all-night' uk isw. 2 any task worked 0 
ly to meet a deadlinelfi#s the following day 


all fart and no shit adjective said of a person wh 
promises UK 1989 

all-fired adjective used as an intensifier. Perhaps ,1 


all of a doodah adjective nervous, ddheung w'lh excitement UK is 

all of a tiswas; all of a tizwas; all of a tizzy adjective in a state 
of panic or excited confusion. Probably a Royal Air Force coinage 
■from T az tizzy (a state of IP9M6), Contriving what appears to be a 


all get-out noun a high degree of somethi 

all gong and no dinner adjective all talk a 
all hands adjective sexually aggressive us, n 

all het up adjective >see: het up 

alligation noun the charring of burnt woo 
alligator noun 1 an enthusiastic fan of swi 


all-out adject . drunk Guyana 1 

all over bar the shouting adjective 


all over the place like a madwoman's knitting adjective in 


as a 'tie stick’ us. raw. sin le evision and film making, a clamp 
used to attach i(pESig,«5l 1987 
alligator verb (of a paintingjlfp; Crack m. m 
alligatorseu 11 I 1 1 I ni Ian 11 1 11 1 influenced by 

'See you later alligator / In a while, crocodile ’ (Bill Haley & the 
Comets, 'Seer you later, Alfgafor', 1956,) tacisso 
Alligator Alley nickname Interstate Highway 75, which connects 
Naples and Fort Lauderdale I 11 11 named be< arise it crosses 
the heart of what had been an impenetrable wilderness, the 
Florida Everglades. The name is thought to have bfigfttoined by 
5fhe American AtitftBtoMte Association in 1966 to express supreme 


all over the shop adjective confused, in disarray; ev 
all over you like a rash adjective making betermin 


all piss and wind adjective prone to boasting newzeaia, 

all pissed-up and nothing to show adjective used-of: 
who has spent or. more precisely, drunk all his wages 
A variation, probably from, the 1920s, in the manner < 
iM$§$ nowhere to §$HJK mi 

all quiet on the Western Front adjective used to desc 


so that the uppers have parted from the sides From the 
appearance of the flapping leather ut im 
alligator burns noun charrings on burnt wood In the form of scab 
that resemble an alligator's hide us, mi 
alligator mouth noun a braggart; a verbal bujlytLS im 
alligator skins noun paper money us. W9 
all in adjective i the Stock 

Exchange where it was used to describe a depressed market ix 
m3. 2 said ofa poker player who has bet their entire remaining 


Remarque and the 1930 
replaced ttpgjyll War-era 
all reet adjective good; all r 
all right adjective in posses; 
all right used as a greeting 
all right for some! used 1 


all round the option adverb all ove 
all show and no go adjective used 1 







all star | Amazon Annie 
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but originally from VrM advertising,matter for Broadway Melody, 
1929 , fit first Hollywood musical us. 1929 
all star noun a drug user who abuses many different drugs us, n92 
all systems go noun 1 ta fre In Often humoroi ioptei 
from the jargon of space exploration us, 1974 
allthatnoun exual activi - 1 1 m 1 le conventional, 

already partially'euphemistic 'all that sort ofthlfil'ot-JSTO 
all that adjective uperla 1 good us, 1991 
all that and a bag of chips! noun used for expressing strong 
approval os. 

all that and then some noun everything us 1998 
all the best good bye. By ellipsis from conventional 'all the best of 
luCfeftrtyije', etc uk ra 68 

all the better for seeing you used as a ytiy* riposte to the 
greeting: 'How are you?'. A catch phrase us 1977 
all the eighths noun a seven-eighth >< 1 n ement In a stock 

all the fives noun hi 1 -1 - In Bingo House 01 tombola, the for¬ 
mula 'all the' announces a double number. Varies numerically, 
from 'all the twos' (22) to eights' (88). Recorded by Laurie 
AtHnson around 1950 us m3 
all the go adjective in the Of fashion UK, 4793 

all there adjective 1 2 ert, aware, sharp uk, isso 

all the same khaki pants used for expressing the sentiment that 
there is no difference between the matters in question. Khaki 
trousers are the regular schoholboyjMftrm. eliminating personal, 
soeiai or class.difference Trinidad and tqbago, fsw 
all the \n ay adjective in the military, destined for leadership us m2 
all the way adverb to a championship. us i$st r 
all the way live adjective s, m2 

all the world and his dog noun everybody. A humorous variation 
Of ALL THE WORLD AND HIS WIFE AUSTRALIA. 1984 

all the world and his wife noun I I > neially with a sense 
of hyperbole uk ms 
all-time adjective excellent us, raw 

all-timer's disease noun used by surfers humorously to describe a 
xpersen’s-proclivity to exaggerate when recounting surf (fSfijtions 
Of their accomplishments us. 1991 

all tits and teeth adjective used 1 r d< ibing a < nan who makes 
tfe-ifiostofa distracting smile and breasts uk, wg 7 
all to buggery adjective awry, bungled, utterly confused, 
unsatisfactory, mixed-up uk raw 

all to cock adjective awry, bungled, utterly confused, unsatisfactory, 

mixed-up uk ms 

all to hell adjective utterly r$0 us. ms 
all two adjective both BARBADOS, 1975 

all up adjective t (of thing exhai tec ruitle ruined; (of people) 
bankrupt, defeated, doomed to die Especially in the phrase 'all up 
with' uk isi 8 . 2 (ol betting) with the winnings of one bet forming 
ff|he stake of the next Australia, 1933 
alius adverb always UK 1852 
all vanilla noun in poker, a spade flush us 194s 
all wind and piss; all wind and water adjective boastful; not 
backing up words with action uk m 1 
all wool and a yard wide adjective excellent WfSfe US. im 
alma mater noun 1 pri n hi i criminal ha erved time. From 
Latin for 'fostering mother’; adopted with obvious irony from its 
‘school or uni&asrty use, first recorded in 1718 us. 1949 
almighty adjective great; impressive uk im 
almond rock noun 1 i iiod It- H ming languc ws. 2 the 
penis. Obsolete rl^rrriiffg’.slang for cock. Also shortened to 
'almond' uk 19m 


almond rocks; almonds; rocks noun socks. Rhyming slang, based 
on a confection populai from the mid-C19, can be presumed 
therefore to be late C19 in origin In the mid-C2Q it was popularly 
abbreviated to 'almonds'; later use seems to favour 'rocks’, i.e. 
'cotton rocks’. A specialised military variation arising during World 
War 1 was 'army rocks' uk 1979 

Aloha Airlines nickname an aviation unit attached to the 25th 
Infantry Division.ij(|f!rig the Vietnam war us, 1991 
alone player noun a card cheat who works alone us mi 
Al Pacino noun 1. cappuccin Rhyi lin I mg formed from 

the name of the US film actor (b.1940) uk, 2003 
alpha adjective used I" inter 1 1 ig 1 per on I in nil From conven- 
tiftiifi'.usage indicating sat premier example uk iogj' 
alphabet city nickname an 1 ii| 1 1 I I 11 i area on the lower 

east side of Manhattan, near Avenues A, B, C and D us, raso 
Alphonse noun 1 1 | imp Rhyming slang 1 ponce uk 1 943. 2a 
homosexual. Rhyming slang for ponce (an effeminate male) uk 21x13 
alpine snow noun cocaine ingested off a woman's breasts uk 2x1 
alpine stick noun in 1 iz 1 ikfur er 1 z, \l\nd da 
Alpo noun sausage topping for a pizza. An allusion to a branded dog 
foptfitttJsf* 

alrightnik noun 1 material terms us 

alrighty! used for expressing agreement or satisfaction Australia. 1997 
also-ran noun in ne not performin -1 I unally applied in 
horse racing to any horse placed fourth or worse and thus not 
winning'any money anythe race us m6 

altar noun a toilet 4fe®8f 

altered adjective impletely altered 

state of perception us 1991 

alter ego noun a false identification card that permits a minor to be 
served alcohol .us, mf 

gjjn, Yiddish 

altogether noun ► the altogether cofopfett dud%' uk raw 
alum; alumn noun an alumnus or alumna us 1934 
aluminium cookie noun a csfnpact disc (CD) uk 2002- 

aluminium crow nickname 1 I iii 1 1 I htei aircraft. The 

aijBisftfirst flew in 1950, and iaalso known as lead sled and the 

CLUNK CANADA, 1950 

aluminum noun ► the aluminum in.fiSrsa hading,the irtsii# rail 
AUSTRALIA. 1989 

aluminum overcast noun in large ir'lilar aircraft (us mi 
Alvin noun a naive, easily-cheated person. Circus and carnival usage 
US. 1949 

always late in take off, always late in arrival nickname the 

Italian airline Aim lia Most airl nes seem to altract jocular 
nicknames..'Jif'# is one of the more memorable, 2002 
Alzheimer's avenue noun an area in a hospital or nursing home 
frequented by memory-impaired patients Australia. m7 
am nounift.amateur uJiaSs}' 

amateur half-hour; amateur hour noun 4 ipprlyfoVganised event 

US. 1939 

amateur night noun 1 New Year's Eve. Just as amateur Christians 
attend church only twice a year, or amateur Jews attend services 
Ofllytwice a year, amateur drunks only drtak to oblivion once : a 
year us, 1977. 2 a night when the tips ell by a restaurant's 
customers are low us, mm 3 sex with a chance acquaintance who 
prostitute us, im 

amazer machine; amazer noun in trucking, a police radar unit 

qsedi-forJffteasuring vehicle speed us, m 
Amazon noun a tall, strong, sexually attractive woman us 1954 
Amazon Annie nickname a ann< 1 I gne< fire atomic shells us, 








ambassador | anchor 


ambassador noun i i>-| m 1-1 i - i irug iealer i 

amber noun bee n amber' new 

ZEALAND, ass 

amber fluid noun beer4iwtit im 

amber gambler noun a motor's! who speeds up through a yellow 
light NEWZEAam (9/9 

ambidextrous adjective bisexual A pun on the ability to use either 
hand us, me 

ambisextrous adjective bisexual. A pun that sex in 
'aroiicfetfdus' US; 792S 


amidships adverb (used of a blow to the abdomen) across the 
central area of the body. I rom the naval term for the middle ofa 

Ship UK, 1937 

a mighty roar went up from the crowd used as a humorous 
comment on a lack of response to a. joke ot comment. Coined by 
ife-ith Glberman dfeiJPN ‘to describe players or dans who do not 
seem to be as happy as they Should be following a 
touchdown, or victory 1 us, 1997 

amigo noun used as a term of address. Spanish for 'friend' us 1974 
Amish golf noun ' 1 ]uet -1 llusit 11< he perceived joy that the 
Amish people take in playing croquet us, 1969 


Ambitious City nickname Hun i n ntar Hamilton has thrived 
through steel and car assembly, benefiting by the Auto Pact 
between the US. and Canada Canada ms 
ambonouni iii 1 ill 1 I in - 2 in irmbulance driver. 

Csm'mbnly heard in New Zealand Australia, 199s 
ambovnoun in pri < 1 js< I Associatior > embers of Boards of 
Ivkitofs; a..member of the association. An mMaterrt uk m6 
ambulance noun a brakevan (caboose) US i$m 
ambulance chaser noun a disreputable solicitor, especlliy one who 
arrives or has ah'agent arrive at the scene ofa disaster to seek 
Stents from among the victims; in UK usage sin® the 1990s, 
solicitors who advertise on television for 'no-wifipf-fee* clients-; 
Vfdrft the image of following an ambulance to an accident us, iss6 
ambush academy noun tunn I letnam 1 11 lining in jungle 
warfare, especia Iv of the unconventional sort us. mi 
ambush alley nickname l\ u e n of Route 1 between An Keh 
and the base of the Mang Giang Pass, South Vietnam. So named 
by truckers after countless Vietcong ambushes, borrowed from the 
Korean war (i : 9'©) where the term was used fohthy dangerous 

am dram adjective rteur u hence, exaggerated, unsubtle, 
histrionic uk ms 

amebiate verb to get drunk a® ijSm 

ameche noun a telephone. I rom actor Don Air ache's performance 
as Alexander Graham Bell in a 1939 fiftvis, mi 
amen! used for exp 1 1 11 ippi aval us, 1934 

amen corner noun lurch where the 

most devout sit, approving the words of the preacher with shouts 
Of 'Am||l, VS, I860 

Americalley nickname in ietnan h 23rd In ntry Division, which 
played a key role in the massacre of Vietnamese civilians at My 
Lai. The 23rd was formgiily named thaAmencal DTwtaO/ The 
'caltey' variant referred to a key participant in My Lai us. 1991 
American Airlines noun in hold 'em poker, the ace of diamonds 
and ace of hearts as the first two cards dealt to a player, Prom the 


American taxpayer noun an, iolal r of routine traffic laws. From 
the vociferous indignation voiced when stopped by a police offcer 
yf?4 

American tweezers noun I by a burglar us, 

American Wake noun ifare par r those nigratin 
America irrthe late CIS*and early C20 kbland. 1997 
American way noun relatively peaceful co-existence by rival organ¬ 
ised crime families:^ 1992 

Amerika; Amerikkka noun the United Slates A spelling favoured 
by the political counterculture in the late T950s and early 1970s; 
in the second form, 'kkk' signifies the. white supremacist Ku Klux 
Klan. Rap artist Ice Cube's 1990 album 'AmeriKKKa's Most Wanted' 
gave the KKK. spetltjftg hTgh-flijrofiJeexposure4$ tm 
Amerikan adjective American us, im 

Amerikill nickname rogatory us mi 

AMF used as a farewell. From adios motherfucker us, 19® 


Amityville;'Villen/c/inanie f roi Michigan 1 > ( oinage is 
claimed by rap-artist Eminem, after the 1979 film The Amityville 

ammo noun 1 ammunition, actual or figurative ; is, ran. 2 cash us, 2003 
ammunition noun 1 2 a tampon or 

sanitary towel; tampons or sanitary towels UK raw 
amoeba noun 1 | nown as PCP 

or angel dust us, ism. 2 a Commodore Amiga™ personal computer 


amonia noun pneutriSriia Bahamas, m2 

Amos and Andy noun brand tan< 1 1 1 ling lang, based on a 
US radio comedy that ran from 1928-43 uk. 1974 
amp noun 1 in 1 I 1 11 11 intended tor 

hypodermic injection) uk 2 an ampoule of methadone, used 
to break a heroin addiction uk mu 3 amphetamine, 2004. 4an 
amplifier, especially one foi electric instruments us, 191,7. san 
amputation; an amputee. Medical slang us, s 42 
amped adjective 1 under the influence of a central nervous system 
i.’ghnrjUSnt, usually amphetamines or methampbetamine us, 1972. 

2 ready for anything, very excited, psyched up us, use. 3(used ofa 
music system) equipped with powerful amplifiers its ms. 4 silent 


amper noun an ampersand (&) US, ,ia)i 
amphet noun amphetamine us m2 

amphoterriblen/c/mame Hr 1 ill 1 n il li 1 -1 iphotericin B. A 

nickname based on the drug's severe side effects us, 1994 


amp joint noun 1 bly another 

drug) mixed and rolled for smoking m a cigarette uk ms 
Am Sam nickname American Samoa us, is82 
amscray verb I- 1 1 Lai 1 >1 1 1 1 mi ns rasa 

-amundo suffix used 1 1 lumo u me 111 m to form a slang 
equivalent. Popularised by the Fonz (Henry Winkler) on the US 
television: programme Happy Days, setfrrthe 1950s, which aired 
frottri yntil 1984 us. 1992 

AMW noun r I i h II il r hi II " i I u ■ -" i -l l ill in 

of 'actress, model, whatever' us. isss 
amy; amie noun amyl nitrite; an ampoule of amyl nitrite us; 1966 
amyl noun amyl nitrate or butyl nitrate, when taken recreationally or 
to enhance sexual arousal us, mi 
amyl house noun 1 lance n 1 enre uk me 
anal noun anal sex. A brief search of the Internet reveals an 
overwhelming and mainly heterosexual use-rtf 'anal' in this sense. 

anal & oral noun inal se 1 1 I 1 1 e hen ad nil red as services 
offered by a. prostitute uk ,2093 


anal amigo noun a male homosexual uk 2003 


anal groundsman noun a homosexual man uk m3 

analog adjective in ■ ii pul u | - .. i i r 'odd outside the 

Internet A figurative extension of a technical term us m7 
anchor nouni ind then 

widespread uk, me. 2 a younger brother or sister. A younger sibling 
is ltkely$@'ftold you back or prevent you from going out with your 
friends uk 2003. 3 an examination that has been postponed us. ms. 





anchor | angle shooter 
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4 a parachutist who hesitates before jumping uk 1943. 5 a brakevan 
(caboose) us. 1977. 6 a pick-axe uk. m3 
anchor verb 11 210 wait us, 1990. 3 to 

the brakes of a car or truck 1® im 
anchored adjective fTOtftet US, 1949 

anchor ice noun - i n e< il< ig the I 1 m f bodies of water, 
this northern phenomenon is also known as 'ground ice' Canada, 


anchor man noun 1 1 1 1 lackja 1 1 u 1 1 le immediately to 
ftfe dealer's tight] us, ms 

ancient adjective unfashionable, out of style us urn 
ancient Mary noun an AM radio us. 1976 

and a half 

and all that 1 used for intensifying us, 1992. 2 et cetera uk, mi 

and all that caper et Cetera UK raw 
and all that jazz and so on. From jazz (nonsense) us, 1959 
and a merry Christmas to you too! used ironically in response to 
a disparagement or an insult uk tm 
and and and and s QtsSf\, etc UK im 

and away we go! .nettling has 

just started. A signature line of comedian Jackie Gleason us, 1954 

and co and the rest of them ( f[.1 hing with something in 

common) uK'.fTSk- 

Anderson cart noun 1 1 1 11 I 1 n a cut-d n car and pulled by 

horses, dating the 1930 s depression; later, any car that ran out of 
petrol of .te6ke down Canada, rssz 

Andes candy noun. Am ir reduplii 1 n based on the 

cocoa grown in the Andes Mountains us. 1990 
and everything 1 -1 fo mpleting a list 1 ) thought. If anything 
less sincere than synonymous et cetera uk 19m 
and like it! 1 iponse to an order. 

Naval ms 


and like that et cetera; and so on. us, tan 

and monkeys might fly out of my butt used as a reflection of 
the high unlikelihood of something happening us. 1992 

andro adjective androgynous fcgbtsw 

android noun a patient with no normal laboratory values os, 1994 

and so it goes used as an ironic affirmation I he signature sign-off 
of television journalist Linda ElletteS, with homage to Kurt 
tyOjTbqtuf 5-use it goes'. Repeated with referential hurndaf 

and thatet cetera, and that sort of thing Also widely used in 
Australia' UK mi 

and that ain't hay t the topic of 

discussion is no smal thing Both Abbot and Costello in the film It 
Ain't May and Mickey Rooney in Sirt Crazy used the phrase in 
high-profile ways in 1943 , It stayed popular for most of the decade 

and that's the truth! used as a humorous affirmation of what you 
have just said. A signature line offe Edith.Apin character played 
by Lily j&illin on the television comedy programme Rowan and 
Mania's Laugh-In (NBC, 1968 - 73 ). Repeated with referential 
humoufosr96s 

and that's the way it is! used as a humorous affirmation. The 
signature sign-off of television newsman Wa ter Cronkite, who 
ended his nightly newscast thus from 1962 until 1981 . Repeated 
with referential hiDndgf, ctei jmtesting the lilt and bass of ; 
Cronkite’s voice US. ipe 


and then some and more, and much more Probably an elabor¬ 
ation of Cl 8 Scots 'and some' us. m 


and there was much rejoicing used as a humorous corffiejrt on, 
a favourable reaction. Popularised in the US by Keith Olberman of 
f$PN, borrowed froth Monty Python and the azs. 

and will! Tiething us, 


Andy Capp's Commandos nickname the Army Catering Corps, the 
ACC. A humorous elaboration of the official military abbreviation. 
Andy Capp is the workshy hero of a long-running cartoon strip ore 

Andy Gump noun 1 1- urg il rem< I f the mandible in the 
treatment of jaw cancer. Ehe post-operative patient looks like they 
have nftpfei, resemblrrig.fhe.comic lSJ^: character us m> 

Andy Gump chin noun a rec@l$Ftg chinos.s^ 

and you know that! ' praise us 1992 

and you too!; and you! used 1 larp rejoinder to an insult uk 


Andy Pandy noun 1 in effer him n in hel 1 exual or homosex¬ 
ual. From a BBC television puppet who first appeared in 1950 uk 
1983. 2 a brandy. Rhyming slang uk 2000 
Andy Rooney noun in m I 1 1 1 uall hort, who is 

inclined to complain An allusion to the US television journalist's 
stature us, 19% 

ANFO noun 1/11 mu 1 11 I 1 1 11 -1 11 111 in use during 

the 1970 s by the British Army in ■NorthemiJretand, borrowing the 
initials from Ammonium Nitrate Fuel Oil, a type of explosive uk 


angel noun 1 in outside Inve pecia 1- 1 10 backs a 
theatrical production. Eheatrical origins us, mi. 2 a male homosex¬ 
ual, Originally referred to the passive partner, but later to any 
homosexual us. 1927.2 a nurse. Ir the UK Angels was a BBC 
television drama series about nurses broadcast 1975-83 us, mi. 

4 cocaine Australia, 1942. 5 in aviation, a 1000 -foot increment of 
altitude uk 1 943. 6 in air combat, a misleading image or blind spot 

US, 1998 

Angel noun i a member of the Hell's Angels motorcyle gang us. 196.5 
angel cake noun an attractive girl; us, m2 

angel dust noun 1 1; also known 

as PCP. Originally a veterinary anaesthetic, 11 became a popular 
recreational drug regarded as a cheaper substitute tor other illicit 
drugs us, 1970. 2 money borrowed informally from a friend us ram 
angel face noun a|'!^®fjiihate man us, 1949 
angel food noun 1 member I - 1 1 - 1 I rce as an object of 
hamosgxtiat desire us. isss 

angel gear noun neutr I ge 1 hil isting d< 1 i hill new Zealand, 


angel hair noun phen I In in recre nal Ini known as PCP 
or angel dust us. 1994 

angelina sorority noun isexual male 


angel kiss noun a fnsalfe us. im. 

angel mist noun | 11 n line in 1 re h nil 1 rug known as PCP 
or angel dust us 1994 

angel puss noun used as an endearing term of address us, 1936 
Angel’s bible noun a H il L Ison motor le manual us. 1992 
angels in a sky noun LSO UK ieft 
angel's kiss noun a night breeze. Korean war usage us mi 
angel's seat noun the cupola on top of a brakevan (caboose) us me 
angel teat noun 1 11 HI i rich b uquet is. ms 

angel track noun 1 1 irn ired [ 1 nne irrier used as an aid 
station us, .7 m 

angel with a dirty face noun a male homosexual who due to 
caution or fear has yet lo act upon his desire. After the 1938 
Warner Brothers, film Angels With Dirty Faces u$ 190: 

Angie noun OO0®g.($;.i994 
angishore noun >see: hangashore 
angle noun a scl mi 1 pecial 1 illegal one us, 7920 
angle shooter noun 1 1 U 1 I", ploil other players by 

bending the rules of the game us m2 
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Anglo | anyroad 


Anglo noun i a white person. 1 he term was brought to the 
mainstream by Mexican-Americans in the southwestern US os, 1943. 
2 an Anglo-Australian Used , s a derogatory term by people from a 
Mediterranean or Middle Eastern background, opposing tft» 4 er[T! 

'W0g' AUSTRALIA, 1982 

Anglo adjective TRALIA, 1982 

Anglo-Banglo adjective Of Anglo-lnijtaO birth UK 1984 

Angola black; Angola noun a potent marijuana from East Africa us. 

1982 

angora noun ini rse racir in lisator. Rh ming slang, from 
'tote' to ‘angora goat' to 'angora' Australia, ms 

angry adjective 

angry nine nickname during N/GRC -9 radio us. 


angryphone noun ingloph i nati i lish speaker in 
Quebec) Canada, 2002 

animal noun 1 a person displaying vulgar manners, attitudes, etc; a 
despicable human being; ,1 brute Australia m2. 2 in American 
football, an extrerm ly pi ysica p over us. u/s. 3 used among 
mtlsieiaris'as a nickname for a drummer. From the 
character/puppet/musician 'Animal' (legendarily, based on Keith 
Moon, 1946 - 78 , the original drummer with The Who ) who, 
appeared in The MuppetShow, from 1976 , and in subsequent film 
and television Muppet projects uk ns,. 4 an aggressive approach to 
surfing Australia. 191 : 5 in prison, a sex offender. Contemptuous uk 
1996. 6 a thing of a given sort. UK 1922. 7 LSD its; 1994. 8 amyl nitrate 
uk, 2002. 9 in the Vietnam war, a gang-rigged set of claymore mines 
us. rs; 10a lurpiecem • ► go animal 
inhibition us, 1968 

animal! used for expressing approval uk 2003 
animal car noun a brakevan (caboose) us, 193a 
animal run noun the wild behaviour of some military personnel on 

Animals of the Army nickname during the Vietnam war, used as a 
name for the Airborne Rangers US. 1984 
animal trainer noun pa 11 I migag 1 exual activity with 
animals us. 1978 

animal zoo noun a rowdy college fraternity us, 1967 
anime noun a type of Japanese animation, often adapted to sexual 
jtenes japan, mi 
ankle noun a woman us. ?$#■ 

ankle verb 1 to walk; to travel us. on,. 2 in television and film 
making, toe ► ankle a 

show to walk out of a performance us, 1973 
ankle-biter noun 1 a pett 1 11 ninded bureaucrat us. 1990. 2 a 
child. Also 'knee biter'. Hunsppd-iffpt particularly %ts£)to children 


ankle bracelets noun the < and > characters on a computer 

keyboard us, wt 

ankled adjective drunk. A Bristol usage uk. 2002 

ankle express noun walking us, wis 
ankle-slapper noun a small wave us. 1991 
anklets noun leg 1950 

Annabel Giles; annabels noun haemorrhoids. Rhyming slang for 
'piles', formed from the name ol the UK television presenter 
-||i 960 ) mm 

annex verb to steal us, ms 

Annie from Arkansas noun in craps, an eighths, 19931' 

Annie Rooney noun an outburst of bad temper uk 1988 
Annie's alley noun the vagina -1 II i; lice matron at the 
San Francisco Women's Detention Centei in April 1949 ; a woman 
prisoner was thought to be concealing $ 13.00 'in Annie's Alley' US,. 


annishnounan inni 1 n 1 ue 1 11 le-interestfan magazine 

ID'S J 982 

anoint verb to whip someoirte us. 1952 

anorak noun 1 a tud 1 ml . . bhyist widely character¬ 

ised as boring and unfashionable. From the stereotypical wardrobe 
of certain groups of hobbyists such a;- trainspotters arc 1991. 2 by 
extension, a person who is socially inept and therefore uRSilSf to 
be,,;®:-trot interested 'in becoming, part of a peer group uk 1999 
anoraky adjective studious and obsessive uk 29m 
A N Other noun used in peech a m ll-purf e formula for an 
unknown identity A written convention that basiSken 1 on a life of 


another country heard from used for humorously acknowledging 
that someone who had previously been silent has spoken up (A 


another day, another dollar a humorous expression of a day-by- 
day phi osophy of he tvs; 1939 

anothery noun r( beer Australia, 


answer noun a rap artist's response to another's song us, mu, 
answer verb to score soon after an opponent has scored us. 1979 
answer record noun 1 1 | 1 1 I 1 I 1 1 1 | me to another 

SOffgt/S 199S 

Antarctica monster noun fixe Antarctica, mzt 
Antartic lOnoun 1 1 nod I 1 person of the sex 

that attracts you, The humour lies in the fact ttfjia 'ten' in / 
Antarctica would be a 'five- anywhere eke Antarctica, i<si 
ante ™un the money required to begin .1 project us, ms 
anteater noun 1 n trucking, a short-nosed C-model Mack tractor os, 
1971. 2 an uncircumcised penis OS 1970 
antenna platoon noun during the Vietnam war, a platoonxsitSan 
unusually large number of radios assigned 1.0 it os ra® 
ante up verb to provide money for a project os, ises 
anthemnoun culture ofthe 

1980 s, 90 s and on, any song that fills'|h%<ia'ric 6 floor and gets 
Clubbers, singing along uk 2003 
anti-frantic adjective calmcc&Sectetf US, m3 
antifreeze noun 1 alcohol os rasa. 2 heroin us, 1994 
anti-proliferation device noun a condom UK img, 
antique HPfioun 1 1 Id hon exual man. FI 1 in abbreviation of 
homee-palone (a man) uk 2002 
antsy adjective agitated, anxious as raso 

antwacky adjective im p 1 1 1 ses Liverpool use; 

possibly from 'antiquey' uk 2002 
anus bandit noun 1 predator nale h imosexual os 1902 

anxious adjective goM BS, 1944 

anybody in there? do you have any intelligence? Australia, ms 

anyhoo adverb 

any kine noun anything. Hawaiian youth usage us, mi 
any more for any more? does anyone want more food?; also 
used to announce a final opportunity to purchase something os 

any old how adverb i in an untidy or disordered state uk 1933. 2 in 
any case, anyway UK 1958 

anyone can cook nickname He -in Hi in rps the ACC. A 
humorous elaboration of the official military abbreviation uk ms 
anyone for tennis? 1-1 or hum roi I ugge ting an activity. 
Seen as quintessential^ British and enormously witty in its many 
variant forms os mi 

anyroad anyway Al used in adverb. Nort lern dialect, widely 
familiar from tele isioi.. • motion Street uk 


annihilated adjective drunk os ra 
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anything for a laugh e-ves a ji lifu iti i for doing something 
because you have no choice in the matter Often rueful uk m9 

anything for a quiet wife r exactly what 

it says. A jocular perversion of the proverbial saying 'anything for a 

4fiet rife' u£,i%i 

any-to-come noun n gambling.lit >nal bet in which 

all or part of a winning is returned oh ajSdther bet May be 
abbreviated as ATC uk, 2001 

Anytown USA; Anytown noun a notional American town that rep¬ 
resents the appearance or values of stereotypical small-town 
Amfriiat/fere® 

anywhere adveib i i | i i Ini * ► not get 

anywhere n achieving 

your objecfus, js#' 

Anzac biscuit; Anzac noun a popular biscuit made with oats, sugar, 
flour and golden Syrup Australia, m3 

A-OK adjective 1111 I | ill Hi ipfain Alan G. 

Shepard was widely credited for introducing the term to the 
general public during the first US space flight. Shepard later 
denied ever having said 'A-OK', insisting that he had been spelling 
out awkward - 'AWK' us. 1959 

A-one; A-1 adjective • I'll - - I 1 I " I ilp 1 1' 11 ' 

;>ersonsa»d things us, is® 

AOS used foi u e 11 In th re ire no good options in a par- 
Sfeular situation, kp ab&r#ation of 'oil options.suck' or "oil 
pjMfefS stink' us 2001 

a over k adverb knocked upside down An abbreviation of'arse over 
kgy gmywD, ms 

a over t adverb I ARSE OVER m UK, 


Apache noun F that is used as 

a recreational drug uk, 20m 

Apache land noun a 1 jgh 1 in 1 1 urban wed uk Scotland, 

apartment noun a prfsori’l^i us 1949 
apartment girl noun a prostitute who works out of hef own 
apartment or comes to a customer's apartment us, 1992 
apartment house noun in bar dice game 11 II from the cup in 
which some dice are stacked on top of others, invalidating the roll 

APB noun in police I nail; int bulletin broadcast to all who 
are listening us m? 

apcray noun nonsense; rubbish A 3 ig Latin version of crap us, 1937 
ape noun in the entertainment industry, a technical member of a 
film .crew us »n 

ape adjective crazed 1 izic i, demonst 1 ing ige rr delight. Based 
on the behaviour of apes in films - not in real life US i9ss. ► go 
ape to lose control; to react unrestrainedly Australia, ms 
ape bars noun high handlebars on a customised motorcycle us, 19&3 
ape drape noun a hair slyle in which the hair is worn short at the 
front and long at the back. Most commonly known as a 'mullet' 

ape hangers noun I gh handlel ir n a custi nised motorcyle. A 
term based on Ike visual aspect, with the handlebars forcing an 
apf-fte pose us, 196$ 

apeshit adjective ► go apeshit 10 lose control, lo go crazy us, mi 
apeth noun t>see: HA'P'ORTH 

ape wagon noun a brakevan (caboose) us, ;#• 
aphrodite noun 1 nigh 1 Hi 1 lin 1 1 1 li I tie n 

A-pie noun apple pie us. m? 

A-plugnoun a plug use-led in 1 he rectum as part of a 
sadomasochistic, encounter. An abbreviation for' ass-plug ' us, 1979 
apoplectic adjective I - i i i entl temper miental manner. 
From the symptoms of apoplexy us, rasx 


apostles noun ► the apostles in craps, a roll of twelve us 1999 
app noun an application £f£ ts* 

appalling adjective • ir 11 I 1 1 -n tuple of overused 

society and middle-class hyperbole us, 1937 
apparatchik noun an office worker in a support role us 1974 
appie noun an appendectomy patient us, ms 
applause noun i exual ran nitte 1 ife< tion, especially gonorrhea. 

An excruciating pun on clap us, 1990 
apple noun 1 a per 1 Usuall iear< 1 ;i ililying adjective 
such as 'bad' or 'rotten' us, m7. 2 the gullible victim of a confi¬ 
dence swindle us 1 - 3 a native Amerit in Indian who curries 

favour with the white establishment by embracing white cultural 
values. A variation on a theme - red on the outside, white on the 
inside us mo. 4 a particular type of MAMA, the recreational drug 
best known as ecstasy. Sometimes embellished to 'apple E' or 
'green apple' uk 1996. sa capsule of secobarbital sodium (trade 
name Seconal™), a central nervous system depressant us raso. 6 a 
self-propelled barracks barge. From:the ship's official designation: 
as an 'APL 7 8 sundred dollar 

note new Zealand. 1998. 9 the heat An abbreviation of 'apple tart', 
and by rhyming s ang to 'heart' ni wZealand, am. 10 a citizens' 
band radio enthusiast of unlimited teal us 1976 


Apple noun ► The Apple New York Cj%f US. ms >see: BIG APPLE 


apple box noun -ny device 

used: to raise an actor or object Jg fje desired height us 
apple-catchers noun a lype of roomy underpants Australia, ms 
apple core; apple noun twenty pounds; in betting, odds of 20-1. 

Rhyming slang for score uk 1974 
apple fritter; apple noun 
applehead noun a dull, Stupid person us, mi 
Apple Isle; Apple Island noun Tasmar8|,.1jw : 'Island state is noted 
for is apple-growing industry Australia, mo 
apple jacks noun piece 1 if" line. From a resemblance to a 
popular breakfast cereal us 1994 

apple-knocker noun 1 1 1 1 | II 1 1 1 e one us rara. 2 an 

outdoor toilet. From the image of apples dropping onto the 
outhouse roefM 

apple orchard noun 1 1 11 1 ne poll lit puked, certain 

that they will sooi 1 witness a driving infraction us, 1970 
apple pie order noun complete and perfect order us us, 
apple pips noun the lipsrjtfhyming slangy*; 19m 
apple-polisher noun 1 -1 n 1 hamele I nines favour from 
those above him. Several variant forms are attested US, 1927 
apples noun the female breasts us,:« : ft» 

apples adjective 1 i nil v ■" I ■ I I il i_ I no I 
'apples and rice', 'nice' Australia. 1943. 2 in good shape or condition 

NEWZEMA0J 1998 

apples and pears; apples noun stairs,. slang uk, 1857 

apple tart; apple noun a far^r.ftiyrtilttg slang uk, 2003 
apple up verb to become frightened us m s 
apple z verb lo nn I u thin - i in i ise 1 the'undo last 
command' function on an Apple Macintosh™ computer us 2003 
application noun ► take an application (used Of a pimp)® 
probe the psyche ol a woman who A a candidate to come to work 
for ybii us, 1972 

apprentice noun in h 1- rein ij h hi ridden for less 
than a year us mr 


appro noun ► on appro on approval UK 1S74 
appropriate verb to steal something Ironic military use us uoo 
appy noun an appendectomy us 1994 
apricots noun the testicles UK ms 
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April fool | armo 


April fool noun 1 1 

burglar's tool then in more general use as a workman's tool uk 

■. 2 

narrower sense of the much earlier 'tool' uk 2002. 3 a stool, usually 
a bar stool. Rhyrfitag Slang uk mo 
April in Paris; April noun the backside, the buttocks. Rhyming 
slang for aris uk, ms, 

April shower noun a flower. Rhyming slang UK, im 
April showers noun I /er's'. Rhyming 

slang uk m2 

apron noun 1 a woman or wife us, 1970. 2 the gross daily receipts from 
a carnival concession us too. ► out of the apron (used of 
gambling to a casino) using money borrowed from the tjsirtg^ 


aqua; acqua noun n Latin aqua via 

Italian acqua uk 2002 

aqua boot verb to vomit into the ocean us, Wr 
A-rab noun an Aral). Not flattering, but more oafish than derogatory. 
The slang sense of the word is gained strictly through 
pronunciation - a long first 'A', two drawn out sy 1 la|ief|;and a 
light twang with the second. In his 1962 rock/novelty record 'Ahab 
fne.Arab', Ray Stevens gave a lotrifublic voice to this 
pronunciation us. jgzz 

Arab noun 1 used as a term of mild abuse I here is no racist intent 
in this term, deriving as it does from 'street Arab' an obsolete 
term for a homeless child uk scotland. ms. 2 a dolt Bermuda, ms. 

3 a street peddler selling fruit or vegetables. Originates from 
Baltimore 

Arab lover noun a driver h 1 1 1 fiver lile m hour 

speed limit A term coined during the Arab oil embargo of the 
early 1970s us 19 m 

arbitrary adjective 1 1 n mi. 1 m 

popular as its conventional cousin random us, ms 
arc verb in computing, to archive something us 1997 
arc around verb to engage in enthusiasti ml energetic, if 
meaningless and aimless, activity WS naval aviator usage us, 19m 
ARC girl noun a female representative of the American Red Cross. 

Vietnam war usage us, ises 
Archbish noun an Archbishop uk 1994 

Archie noun 1 the r tional ruse 1 nfu n A in'Archie buck 
them up' or 'Archie fuck them up'; from the late 1960s Jamaican 
Vfft record 'Archie Buck Thert |jp' by Lord Creator BSSQto and 
tobago, 2003. 2 a young and untrained farm hand new Zealand, 1946 
architect noun in ; I 1 layer wi ts heavi > called because 
hi! builds the pool of bets us, im 
arctic adjective i 2 very poor hand or 

series of very poor hands us, im 
Arctic explorer noun a user of hemm and/or cocaine us m9 
arena rat noun 1 i skating arena 

Canada, 1 957. 2 a woman who Invites sexual relations with pro¬ 
fessional wrestlers us. 1990 

are you for real? used for humorously questioning a person's 
sincerity us is® 

are you kidding? you must be joking!; are you serious? Derisive, 
ironic and more of an exclamation than a question, us ras4 
are you looking at me? used as a belligerent challenge to a 
stranger us 1994 

are you ready to throw down? used as a call soliciting a response 
Cyes, we are') at a party us. #ss. 

are you stupid or French? < m opinion of 

someone's intellectual firepower Canada, 2002 
arf noun half Written as it's said uk ks 4 
arg noun in computing n rrgument us i 9 s; 

Argentina noun ► do an Argentina Sa go missing presyfafd dead 


Argie noun an Argentinian Hi ibbr 11 1 11 not ret orded until 
f|le Anglo-Argentine' cQnfliqffjrthe Falklands/Malvinas in 1982p/c 

argle-bargle noun he und made t eabird This Nova Scotia 
expression seems to imitate the sound it describes Canada, ms 
argue verb ► argue the toss to .argue already 
decided uk 192s 

argy-bargy noun an argument, quarrel ing Also sometimes known as 
'argle-bargle' uk mz 

argy-bargy verb 10 argue From ihe noun uk im 
Aries noun heflffiS/s 1994 

aris noun 1 the b I il th but the mi Rhyming slang 
from ARISTOTLE - BOTTLE - BOTTLE AND GLASS - ARSE. Also Variants 
'arris' and 'harris' uk. 19/9. 2 a bottle Also variant form 'aras' 
AUSttpUA, me 

ari-stock-rat noun 1 nadian persor 1 li ed Indian and French 
ancestry. The pride behind the insult in 'aristocrat' has been 
justified by the honouring of Louis Riel, who led a Metis T|bgllion 
during the settling of the Canadian West Canada, 1962 
Aristotle noun a bottle Rhyming.slang Australia, mz 
Aristotle's lantern noun a sg#wcbiFi: Canada, 1990 
Arizona noun 1111m ml Becai 1 11 hint any man 

drinking buttermilk ought to be in Arizona for his health im 
Arizona stop noun a rolling stop at a traffic signal or stop sign us. 


Arizona Territory noun an area southwest of Da Nang, South 
Vietnam, with imprecise boundaries and a strong Vietcong 
presence us.ikit: 

arji noun marijuan3^|.-aS 
ark noun a danse hall us ij@t 

Arkansas credit card noun a hose used to syphon petrol from 
anathfr car us im 

Arkansas fire extinguisher noun a chamberpot us, nss 
Arkansas flush noun 1 1 1 >1 1 irlhle hand consisting of four 

cards in one suit and a fifth in another us, mso 
Arkansas gravel; Arkansas pavement noun small trees used .ait# 
makeshift bridge over a mud hole us 1954 
Arkansas toad stabber noun a sharp taifi us 1994 
Arkansas toothpick noun a hunting knife ut me 
Arkansas traveler; Arkansas special noun any unimportant 
railway ifi$ ; us 1950 

Arkansas wedding cake noun cornbread ys, ms. 

Arky; Arkie noun residen - 1 1 in un phisticated rustic 

from the south central US Often used with contempt us 1927 
arm noun 1 a police officer us 19.%. 2 the penis us, u-172. ► off the 
arm in food and beverage servers argot, served without a tray (A 
1950 ► on the arm ► put the arm on 

li' pressurise with criminal intent, to extort, to blackmail, to 
threaten; to arrest us, 194:1. ► under the arm no good, inferior; 
loathsome uk /9.5s. ► up the arm in betting, odds of 11 -8. From 
|$ie tick-tack signal used' by bookmakers uk 1991 
arm and a leg noun 1 a high cost, uk 19so. 2 a prison sentence of five 
tb ten years us mi 

arm candy noun 1 someone good-looking enough for you to be 
seen out with us 1992. 2 recreational drugs that are injected into 

armchair adjective removed from the action; said of an observer who 
acts as if he is a participant 1955 
armchair general noun a person whose opinions are entirely 
unsupported by experience us mo 
armchair ride noun in horse r ing in ea to 
Armenian chrome noun aluif§®!im paint us mi 
arm hole noun the armpit Bahamas 19S2 
armo noun arms ig new Zealand, 1999 
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armor noun a female's figure us, 1997. ► in the armor (used of 
beer) in a can us. 1x7 

armpiece noun il companion 

for the impression she makes on others us, rasa 
armpit nouni a highly undesirable town or place us «*». 2 an 
obnoxious, unfriendly person us ms 

armpit of the world; armpit of the universe noun the worst 

arms noun ► get your arms around to grasp fhefmesnlng of us. 


arm-stretcher noun a heavy suites® us, m2 
armstrong adjective lone t mil lece itatin rrm strength rather 
than mechanical leverage Canada, m3 
armstrong method noun the technique of using hand and arm 
strength to get a job done Canada, 1937 
arm trophy noun 1 1 11 iln rnd 1 ill iling companion, 
valued for the prestige attached to their presence us, 1994 
army noun a large bankro . Alluding to the green of currency and 
military uniforrng:car, r 990 

army banjo noun 1 I A 1 I iei entrenching tool 
army brat noun a person who grew up the chi d of a career 
member of .the army us. 1931 

army craps noun a game of craps in which the shooter serves as the 
banker us, im 

Army Criminal Corps nickname the Army Catering <|w^$fWACC. 

An elaboration of the official mi itary abbreviation us 1995 
army game noun 111 ime I hance pi ed in an aggressive 
and/or dishonest fashion us, mo 

army marbles noun dice. From the view that soldiers are fond of 
dice games us. ah' 

army odds noun in t dir gam the true or not approximate 
odds often used in street games us, m2 


army roll noun a controlled roll of the dice by a skilled cheat in a 
game of craps (is Sp 

army tank noun ang for yank. 

Recorded among Austra ian prisoners-of-war in ihe Far East 

arnold noun 0 jkJ amaica. 1988 

aroha job noun a job done out of friendship without charge or at 
reduced rates. From the Maori word (01 'love' new Zealand, ms 
aroma noun amyl nitrite® btri^j: nitrite us m> 
aroma of man noun an ampoule of amyl nitrite. Originally a brand 
.rjatrtS; later used generally ts, ra* 

-aroo suffix used as a festive 11 1 1 1 nbellishment of a noun 

-arooni suffix >f a word. A 

highly affected style of speaking invented and marketed with 
limited success by jazz musician Slim Saillard us. 1946 
around the world noun 1 Hie oral slimulalion of all parts of a 
partner's body us mi. 2 in Keno, a bet made on ihe numbers 
found in the eight corner's Of a Keno ticket - 1,10, 31, 40, 41, 50, 
71 and 80 US m 9 

arrest-me-red noun a bright red. Colour of paint on a car, Ibourtd, to 
attract the attention and i merest of law enforcement us, rysz 
arrow noun an ampin 1 m r 1 1! H ■ ► bust an arrow; 

blow an arrow ime lost when 

travelling from' one town to another. In the past, advance men 
would paste arrows along the roadside to show the way to the next 
stop, if you missed an arro u got lost ► like an 

arrow iventionally 

as a ‘straight’ us, nss 


arrow verb 1 I I I I III sc 2002 

arrow of desire noun n from William 

Blake's 'Jerusalem', 1808 uk 2003 

'Arry's gators Thank you. A play on Japanese arrigato (thank you) 
AUSTRALIA, 1958 

arse noun i the p ten r, the itt I In iventional usage from 
Old English until early Cl8, at which time it was deemed impolite 
language and began a celebrated existence In slang, rarely 
appearing in print with ail four letters in place. It was not until 
1860 that the American ass appeared. The spelling in Australia is 
'arse', but pronounced with a long 'a' and no Y. Since the 1980s 
there has been some encroachment of the American 'ass', but 
this is still strongly associated with the US uk, , 1000. 2 the base, the 
bottom; the tail end; the seat of a pair of trousers Australia, ms. 

3 yourself; your body or person uk 1979. 4 a fool; a despicable 
person Australia, cm. 5 boldness, ga I, gumption, impudence; 
hence, luck as a result of this \ustralia mi 6 dismissal, especially 
from a job; rejection. Generally with verbs 'give' and 'get' Australia, 
lass. ► ask me arse need w nc 1 ref using to cooperate or when 
withholding information. Other variations used are: 'ask me bollix', 
'ask me sack', 'ask me eft one I'Ve' is a common Hiberno- 
► get off your 

arse; get off your ass l" t 1 doing mething Often in the 
imperative uk, 1979. ► get your arse in gear to start making an 
effort UK 2000. ► make an arse of 1.0 make a mess of something; 
to botch somethin T ► not know your arse 

from a hole in the ground to be completely ignorant (of a 
given subject) uk, m2. ► not know your arse from your elbow 
lo be ignorant uk /quo. ► on your arse in dire straits, especially 
financial us, n 17. ► out on your arse ejected, evicted, expelled. A 
variation of ‘out on your ear' uk mis. ► put on the arse bit to 
indignantly tell someone what you think of him or her Australia, 

1 97.5. ► take it up the arse to submii 10 a more powerful force 
uk 2001 ► the arse drops out of; the arse falls out of (of a 
financial venti ► up someone's 

arse very close behind in I e pr imit ► up your 

own arse very self-involved uk am ► you couldn’t find your 
arse with both hands u are j I ► your arse is 

nippin buttons 1 are neivou 1 ire full >f trepidation u/c 
Scotland, 1988. ► your arse off to a great degree; vigorously. 

Used to intensify verb meanings, thus 'to work your arse off 
means 'to work hard'; very commomssfiih the verb 'Woriu-aid the 
$£rb 'fuck' and its synonyms ukuw® 
arse verb 1 to make a mess of something, to botch something uk 
Scotland. 1 996. 2 to eat something greedily, to consume something 

quickly uk. Scotland, 3 of a vehicle, in reverse uk 1959 

arse adjective disliked for 

whatever reason uk. 2002 

arse about adjective back to front AusmUiA, im 
arse about; arse around verb to idle, to fool about uk ie&t 
arse about face adjective back to ftpnt uk km 
arse all noun 1 xlel of fuck all 

(nothing) uk, in* 
arse bandido noun 
in anal sex. Derogatory uk 2001 
arse biscuit noun a fart A variation of air Biscurt uk. 2 oq 3 
arse cleavage; arsehole cleavage noun the cleft between the 
buttocks when partially displayed above a slipped-down trouser 
waistband uk, m2 

arse crawler noun 1 j I 1 1 iften redui ed to crawler uk 1937 
arse cress noun Ike hair surrounding the anus uk 2002 
arsed adjective the mid-1990s 

8y television situation cor^ig The Royle Family tin. 1m 
-arsed; -arse suffix used to intensify a characteristic uk 2000 
arse end; a-end noun 1 ihe back or 1,1.1 end Australia, 19 55. 2 the 
end, the filial part uk 

arse-first adverb back-to-front Australia, m2 

arsefuck verb to engage 1 
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fucker | arva; harva 


arse fucker noun a male ' hold ihe acti role in anal se arsey adjective i lucky From tin arse i 2 moody. Also 

Australia, 1996 variant 'arsy 1 ui c 1997 


arse grapes noun haemorrhoids uk 1997 
arsehole noun 1 the anus. Literally the hole in the arse (buttocks, 
posterior); use ranges from the anatomically correct e,g. 'itchy 
arsehole' to the barely feasible of figurative suggestions associated 
with 'stick it up your arsehole' uk. pwo. 2 by extension, a despised 
pellgjg Widely used in the UK and Australia, it is a stronger t®#s 
than asshole, ihe US equivalent from which 11 derives uk 1977. 

3 courage, nerve uk urn. ► get the arsehole with someone; 
have the arsehole with someone to become, or be, annoyed 
rsyfth someone uk 2002 


arsehole vert 1 i" ill 1 n om ne, especia 1 m employment; 
to reject someone Australia, 1950. 2 to go, to leave uk m2 

arsehole crawler noun a phant -1 ensi 11 of arse crawler, 

often reduced to crawler uk ixi 

arsehole creeper noun a sycophant. A variation of arsehole crawler 

arseholed adjective very drunk UK im 
arsehole lucky adjective extremely lucky uk 1999 
arsehole mouth noun tightly pursed lij®,i$ 2005 

arseholes noun ► give someone arseholes to attack someone 
With vigour NEW ZEALAND, 1968 

arseholes! u ed as a i I lamation of rejection frustiation or 
diticism Occasionally extended as 'arseholes to you!' uk jsw 
arsehole street noun an ui i; A i rnt lace 1 I- erious trouble. 

Ydu can be or 'up arsehole street uk raw 
arse-holing adjective used as an irttensifrer UK 19S6 
arse in a sling noun a state fdefea I in Usually phrased 
'have (get) your arse in a sling' or 'your arse is in a sling'. From 
the obsolete 'eye in ,a|p| uk jkz 
arse-lick verb to behave in a sycophantic manner uk ms 
arse-licker noun a sycophant uk wx 
arse-licking; ass-licking adjective obsequious uk m2 
arse like a wizard's sleeve noun an u®j®aa|yloose rectum and 


arse luck noun very bad luck indeed Singapore, 2002 

Arsenal noun ► Arsenal are playing at home; Arsenal are at 
home the bleed [ 1 1 ofth nenstrua A A euphemism 

based on the colour of blood, Arsenal, a London football team, 
play in red shirts as other teams also play in red this is probably 
also a pub on arse 'n'salll (the genitals) uk 2000 
arseness noun 

arsenut noun a small, hardened lump of excrement that clings to 
tft£ f%r around the anus UK 3 cm 

arse over bollocks adverb I in of arse over 


arse over head adverb head over b^tAusrt^Uii m2 
arse over tit adverb head over he&stJK, rm 
arse over turtle adverb head over heels Australia, 195$ 
arse paper noun any person or thing of limited use new Zealand, ms 
arse-polishing noun any office job. In military 1 949 

arsetronaut noun a male homosexual. An allusion to anal s ex new 
ZEALAND, 2002 

arse up vert t something. 

First recorded in adjectival 01 adverbial form as 'arse up with care' 

WTmm 

arse-up adjective dead, finished, out of operation uk 2001 
arse-up adverb upside down Australia, 1994 
arse upwards adverb back to front; upside down uk i 984 
arseways adverb incorrectly done, wrongly positioned Ireland, m2 
arsewise adjective absurd, footiSl,, mistaken, wrong uk 1x2 


arsey boo adjective c 

arsy-varsy; arsy-versy adverb h At i- r ml ip ide-down; perversely 


arsy-versy adjective homosexual I rom arsy-varsy (perversely) playing 
on arse (the bottom) as a stereotypical object of homosexual 
attraction The Sunday Times, 22nd August 1976, published a letter 
(pat preferred the use of gay to 'arsy-versy' UK 1975 
Artful Dodger noui todger, formed 

from a light-fingered character in Charles Dickens' Oliver Twist uk 


Artful Dodger nickname Roger Staubach (b 1942), a dominant 
quarterback;.^;the college and professional levels in the 1960s and 
70s. A two-for-one nickname, rhyming *Dodger' with 'Roger' aftf 
tafSucIftg to the Dickens character us. 1x3 
Arthur noun arthritis Used by North Sea trawlermen uk 1974 
Arthur Ashe; Arthur noun isl Hi n in 11 based on the 
pare of tennis champion Arthur Ashe, 1943-93 uk 1992 

Arthur Bliss noun 1 1 1 furinatior .. lang for piss, 

formed from classical composer Sir Arthurs*, 1.891 -197S.W, 


Arthur Duffy noun ► take it on the Arthur Duffy to leave 
quickly. A sprinter in 1902 Duffy was the first 10 run the 100-yard 
dash in 96 seoohds he later wrote afegte^urrin fef tbe&K&m 
POSt US, 1905 

Arthur Fowler noun a fart. Rhyming slang for growler; Arthur 
Fowler was a character who appeared in BBC television soap opera 
jzQStfhders UK 2003 

Arthur Lowe; Arthur noun 1 f rhyming mg, formed 
from the name of the English actor, 1915-82, who is fondly 
remembered for Dad's Army, 1968 - 77 uk SCOTLAND, i9ss 

artic noun an articulated lorrytstbSH 

artichoke noun L‘E From the I nam r the drug devised by 
the Central Intelligence Agency during its early experimentation 
WMrt'fte drug us. 2001 

article noun a person, usually of a type denoted. Jocular, derogatory 


artificial noun an object the name of which escapes the speaker at 
f ifcjte mtiw^meADos m 

artillery noun 1 mm 2111 I ing tea blows us. 1954. 3 in 

other sports, something accomplished from .1 distance os, 1957. 

4 the equipment needed to inject a drug us, ms. 5 strict discipline; 
a greater power os, 1954. 6 baked beans, 01 any food producing 
flatulence us 

artillery ears noun 1 A 1 1 mil xmite to the loud 

tjBise of the artillery ui safe 

artish noun an issue of a in int 1 1 in ma cine containing 
mostly tk, 1982 

artist nouni a per 11 ho is pi ienl it he act ity that precedes 
Australia, 1889. 2 a person who is devoted to, or especially proficient 
in, a reprehensible activity us. im 

artist for the government noun a person, who draws 
unemployment insurance payments Canada, 1993 

arts noun ► the arts martial arts Bermuda, ms 
artsy adjective arl 1 in 1 I I ill'll I mi IV («, 1955 

artsy-craftsy adjective pretentiously artistic but not notably useful or 
'Ismfbrtable uk 1902 

artsy-fartsy adjective excessively arty us 1954 
arty noun artillery us im 

arty-farty adjective | cultural us osz 

arty roller noun a collar Rhyming slang Australia, ms 
arva; harvanoun ial int< ri ui D< 1 rom Romany charva 

{to interfere with). Anal intercourse is the full harva uk 2002 








Arvin | asshole buddy 
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Arvin noun any South Vietnamese soldier 'he South Vietnamese 
Army was known as the ARVN (Army of theSgpiabliC'Qf l/iet Warn); 
it took-dfie vowel and very little imagination to get to Arvin us, im 
ARVN attitude noun cowardice Not particularly kind to the South 
Vietnamese Army (ARVN) us, mi 
arvo noun afteri i From the fir lable l ifternoon (with 
voicing of the T) and-o suffix'. Extremely common colloquially 
usually in the phrase 'this arvo', giving rise to the common 
reanalysis 'the sarvo'. Other forms, rare ih print, are 'afto', the 
vjSfrrtple 'arve' and also 'aftie' and 'arvie' Australia im 
as as can be Australia, m% 
as all get out as can be Australia. 1x4 

asap; ASAP 1 aoken 

as an acronym spe 1 out and stressed or vocalised as 'a-sap' in the 
US, 'assap' in the UK us 1955. 2 os slowly os possible. Facetious, 
titfgSf variant on 'as soon: as possible' Canada, m2 
asbestos pants noun n| ker used r de ril n vi rat a player on 
.1 very good streak of luck needs us rass 
A-s ex noun luence of amphet- 

ash noun marijuana. The dropped 'h' of the London accent causes a 
punning variant on hash uk 1990s 
ash verb t< jro[ 1 rette I lia 1930 
ashcan noun 1 a depth charge us, rare 2 a small, powerful, cy indrical 
firecracker us raz<. 3 in the television and film industries, an arc 
I tight roughly shaped like a rubbish bin us, m2 
Ashcan City nickname during th I ire 1 n 1 US Army processing 
centre eight miles from Inchon I 10111 ASCOM (Army Service 
Command) to 'Ascom City' to 'Ashcan Of/ us, 1 994 
ash cash noun a fee paid 1.0 doctors for signing a cremation form. 

Medical slangtscKei 
as he has to be adverb use 
s^uctr as 'fine as he has to 
ashes noun marijuana us, ra 
brought to ejaciftifn US race 
ashtray noun the desert. Gulf war usage US';; 

Asian moll noun 1 | ro h ute ith in A in ci tomer base us rss2 
Asian two-step no™ an/In hi 1 n 1 1 ke encountered in 

the jungles of Southeast Asia. From the belief thatihe yinom will 
■ tall the victitJS^tfhta two steps of the bite us, ms 
Asiatic adjective deranged us, rass 

Asia West nickname Richmond, a town in British Columbia Canada 

as if! used as a In norou expre 1 n of extreme scepticism us rasi 
ask noun 1 ; ask' Australia, 

1994. 2the asking price foi a racehorse A horse with a 'big ask' is 
deemed' by the speaker to be over-priced Australia, 19m 

ask verb ► ask for six and go airborne to request the rotates 

travel allowam a 1 1 an in le in order to fly home us, 1997. 

► ask the question 

► ask what you have to sell to invite sex Barbados, me 
ask yourself! be reasonable! Australia, 1942 

as like as not adverb >see: like as not 

as my pappy would say... used as a humorous introduction or 
segue. A signature line from Maverick, an early and popular 
television Western (ABC, 1%/ -€?.). Repeated with referential 
hum'outuf.isg' 

asparagus noun 1 a boy's penis. I rom the language of child 
pornography us 2003. 2 n I orse racing, a bettoi who arrives al the 
track with an airal of racing forms. From the observation that, 
jhe 'bettor 'has more tips than a tin, of asparagus' Australia, 1989 
aspendicitis noun 11 lonal medical ndition of 1 wniptomatic 
need to spend money. A humstfiis diagnosis, playing on 'spiti# 
and-(appendicitis'. The earliest use is as the title of a 1961 jazz 
-compos rti on by Peter Shickelets 'm 


s an intensife Follows an adjective, 
US, ;»«/• 

► get your ashes hauled to be 


asphalt jungle noun a large city. The title of a 1949 book by W. R. 
Burnett as well as an ABC television series starring Jack Warden in 
1961 US, 1920 

asphalt pilot noun a truck drivgfst, fax 

aspirin smoke noun.lull rated ith rushed aspirin, 

providing a drug-like effect us, 1992 

aspro noun >see: ASS PRO 

assnounithe buttocks, the posterior us, .rev. 2 the vagina uk. im. 

3 sex; a perse 4 e self a person us, 

1945. 5 a fool. From the level of intelligence stereotypically credited 
to the animal uk 15,7s. ► ass on fire said of a person who is 
either angry or rushed us rasa. ► bring ass to kick ass to have 
the courage needed to fight someone us raw. ► bust your ass 
to hurry, to exert yourself to work extermely hard us, mi. ► case 
of the ass 1 n u ►eat 

someone's ass out to berate someone us, ra -, ► in ass in 
trouble trinidad and tobago, ism. ► take it in the ass to take the 
passive role in mi in 1 ui ► up your ass!; up your 

arse! an expression of contempt, rejection 01 derision us, 19 56. 

► your ass is grass used foi 1 ingtl ite of being in 
greal trouble us ray,. ► your ass off greatly intensifies the effort 
made in doing something us 1946 

ass verb to engage in prostitution us, 1991 
ass adjective terrible, bad us m2 

-ass; -assed suffix preceding adjective 

or adverb us, 19m 

ass-and-trash noun uringth ietnam ir pie ind cargo to be 
transportedl'liy'alfapilane as, 1m 
ass-ass verb to humiliate yourself us, 2002 
ass backwards adverb in reverse order us im 
ass bandit; arse bandit; asshole bandit noun a male 
■jtial, especially the active partner in anal sex. USUstily derogatory; 
combines ass with 'bandit' - or 'brigand', conventionally a gener¬ 
ally romantic image of a villain: who will take what he wants us si» 
ass bite noun harsh criticism us. 1973 
ass-blow mib anus u.s; mi 

ass bucket noun a despised person us 1993 
ass burglar noun 1 le active partner in anal - more generally, a 
male homosexual us, Mfi 

ass cache noun a supply of drugs hidden in the rectum us 1992 
ass chewing noun a i 51954 

ass cunt noun the anus. Analogised to a vagina us raz4 
assed out adjective in severe trouble us. im 
ass end noun the least desirable part of anythirigrus. 1947 
ass ends noun mi 

ass English noun the i I m men in 1 intations of a dice 
shooter who believes that he can control the roll of the dice us 

assets noun the genitals, especia y the male genitals uk ms 
ass fuck noun i anal sex us 1940. 2 a despicable pprsert Uj 2001 
ass-fuck verb s active role us, 

ass fucker noun n anal sex us raz9 

ass fucking mwnj$g£'sex USsiffO, 

ass gasket noun a disposable paper toilet seat cover us 1994 
ass hammer noun a mptbfcyfe us, razs 

asshole noun 1 the anus us 1935. 2 a fool; a person held in contempt 
us 1933. 3 in logging and power line il 1 1 I in a cable us 1959. 

► from asshole to appetite all over, in all parts us, 1954. 

► your asshole's sucking wind you are talking -or’sense us 

asshole bandit noun >seer ass bandit 

asshole buddy noun a veryr|^ friend us ms 
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asshole naked | Audi 5000! 


asshole naked adjective compleiely naked n\ 

asshole of creation noun a remole, desolate place us raw 

asshole of the world; arsehole of the world noun the most 
despised place, area or location Other embellishments include 
'arsehole of the universe' or 'of the nation' vs 1949 
assholes noun ► assholes and elbows said of a chaotic situation 


asshole to belly button adjective said of people pressed close 
together, one behind the other us, 1973 
ass hound noun the pursuit of 

women for sex USjssz 

assified adjective 1 foolish Barbados, obs. 2 pompous Guyana, ;>■«, 
ass in a sling in deep troubleus/#^ 

ass-in-the-grass test noun the percentage 

of troops actually in combat at a given moment Used in the 
Vietnam war us, 1990 

assishness noun \ wo tobago, 2003 

ass kickers noun heavy work shoes or boots us. im 

ass-kiss verb to behave in an ingratiatingly sycophantic manner us. 

ass-kisser; arse-kisser noun 1 phant mbines arse/ass (the 
buttocks) with conventional 'kisser'. As a demonstration of 
■.subservience the image is much older than the termj/ttcan be 
seen in Cl 6 woodcuts of devil-worshippers |iftia|#egQat'syfail to- 
plant thelrteds us. m 

ass-kissing noun hanti r in it tin behavi >ur 
ass-kissing adjectivi sycophantic us, m2 

ass-licking adjective >see: ARSE-LICKING 

ass man; arse man noun a man 11 11 1 I 1 111 it the (suggestive) 

appearance of a woman's posterior provides thfesfpreme; initial 
sexual attraction us, am 

ass munch noun a person who Is easily despised us, 19% 
assmuncher noun a despised person 

as soon as adverb the conven¬ 

tional -phrase at Aw 

ass out verb to make a fool of yourself Canada, 2002 
ass-out adverb extremely us. 1995 

ass over tea kettle; ass over tea cups adverb head'pva heels us, 


ass peddler noun a male prostitute us, 

ass pro; asspro; aspro noun in hi 1 d piostitute. A com¬ 
bination of ass and 'pro(stitute) 1 , but note Aspro™ the branded 
analgesic AUSTRALIA, 1955 

ass queen noun a homosexual man who is particularly attracted to 
other men's buttocks us, ms 
ass ripper noun a dlfReult course or test us, 19m 
ass’s gallop noun a brief period of time Ireland, 2003 
ass time noun time wasted sitting around us, 1994 
assume verb ► assume the angle; assume the position to 
kneel for punishment doled out as part of a hazing ritual us, 1940 
asswipe; arsewipe noun 1 toiler paper us ms. 2 by extension, a 
despicable or offensive person us. 1952 
A-state nickname Arkansas us. a# 

asterisks noun used as an all-purpose euphemism for any poten¬ 
tially offensive noun, singular or-plural, From the publishers' con- 
,’vention of replacing offensive words or parts of words with an * for 
each missing: letter uk, 2003 

as the feller says used lot mil u ing a statement which the 
speaker does not necessarily accept us. 1975 

as the skua flies 1 1 h ighl kne Antar. adaptation of the 

' ijammoit-as the crow flies', using instead the South foie’s 
predatory gull as the bird in question Antarctica, im 


Astor’s pet horse noun used in comparisons with a person, 
especially a woman, who is over-dressed us, 1950 

astronaut noui 

astro turf noun marjjuart|;Mt.asar 

as you do as you do (but perhaps shouldn't). A conversational 
interjection used to make a comic admission of some odd 
pehawotfcjflsnwtH ®t 


as you were used for Hie retraction of a preceding statement. From 
the military <MJ command uk im 

A-Team noun the I ..nal unit < the 11 Special Forces in 

Vietnam,.cdnsisifrig of 10 to 12 trained commandos us, 1990 
ate out adjective ill user 111 baggy, saggy us, 2002 
ate up adjective i in the US Air I orce, dedicated to service us, 199 s. 

2 in the US Army, confused, dim us, ms 
Athenian noun 1 lomosexual 1 rgf 11 nal - enthusiast us, nsz 
-athon suffix used to cr it 1 or< ugg ing he root word activity 
earned on for a long period oftrf^fntofn 'marathon' us, 1934 
at it adjective i engaged in criminal activity uk mo. 2 engaged in sex¬ 
ual i ntercou rse Australia 19$ 

ATL nickname Atlanta, Georgia t® 90 

ATM noun a generous person I rom the most common US name 
for a bank's .automatic teller machine us. 1997 
atoda madre! e re erf Boidei Spanish used in English 
xphvefsatioh by Mexican-Americans ek w& 

atom bomb noun >see: a-bomb 

atom-bombo noun t cheap but 1 rote it ine A play on the 
' power of the atom bomb, intfftsrfjtfhg bombo (a fortified wine) 

AUSTRALIA, 1953 

atomic noun 

atomic adjective (of a drug) very-powerful us, mi 

atshitshi noun marijuana iisguise 1 in 1 iriant of ‘secret 
language' Pig Latin south Africa, 1977 
attaboy noun praise, especially from a boss US, mo 

attack noun ► attack of the slows in .horse racing, an imaginary 
illness that pfaguesca horse midway through a race t$.m< 
attagirl! used for encouraging a female us, 1924 

attention noun ► jump to attention; spring to attention to 

achieve an erection. I rom military drill, di use after World War 2 


attic noun a drug addict A phonetic corruption us, m2 

attic hand noun in oil drilling th rker ho handles the drill pipe 

US, 1954 

attitude noun 1 u_i 1 11 -'iiii >eh iour us, 1975. 2 an air 

of detached supenodi3f’i§.,i994 

attitude adjustment noun a change ift<<M$e#s produced by 
alcohol, threats 01 othei inducements us, rear 
attitude arrest noun an arresl motivated by the subject's lack of 
respect towards tfip arresting police officer us, 1992 
attitude test noun 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 n riteria used by a traffic 

police officer in deciding whether to issue a traffic ticket or let the 
offending driver off with a warning us 
atto- prefix used as a diminishing intensifiei Literally meaning 'ten 
to the power of negative eighteen’ us 
au contraire adverb to the contrary I rench used by those who 
speak no- French; adds a camp tone tzs ?4ss 
auction gale noun an equinoctial gale, 'Auction' echoes the sound 
of 'equinoctial' Canada. 1 999 
Audi noun ► to be audi to leavem *9sz 
Audi 5000 adjective a mricy gone us 1998 
Audi 5000 ! of here' us, mi 




Audie | awake to 
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Audie nickname i telephone 

turo'services us, bss 

auger in verb to erash an aeroplane m 7 

augustus noun a male homosexua A roundabout allusion to anal 
intercourse; Augustus Gloop is a character in Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory, Roald Dahl, filmed as Willie Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory, 1971. At the climax-of the story $ffgy$tus is 
sucked up a chocolate pipe && as? 

auld lang syne noun .. imultan i ral ex between two 

people. Rhyming s ang for 69 formed from the song that people 
enjoy once a year, uk 2003 
auld wan noun >see: OUL ONE 

au natural adjective naked ; rench used by those who speak no 
informal, jocular, affected us, m7 
aunt noun the manager oFa’ btattieJ f#C ism 
Aunt Bettie noun an overly cautious person us, ms 
Aunt Ella noun an Rhyming slang- UK i960 

Aunt Emma noun i rsed a | lification of i matronly aunt us, 
1947. 2 in croquet, a cautious, conservative, dull player us razz 
Aunt Fanny nickname the Federa Communications Commission us. 

Aunt Flo noun the bleed period of ihe menstrual cycle us 1954 

Aunt Flo from Red River noun the menstrual 

cycle CANADA, 2001 

Aunt Haggle's children noun any stupid, lazy, despised people 
BERMUDA, 1985 

Aunt Hazel noun marijuana 1 us m 

auntie noun 1 an older effemir ite nale horn exual. A tad cruel, if 
not derogatory us, 1930. 2 a disoriented unlambed ewe that thinks 
she has lambed and steals the lamb of another new Zealand, 1999. 

3 the bleed period of the menstrual cycle Also variant 'aunty' 
NORFOLK ISLAND, ism, 

Auntie; Aunty nickname the ti h I Broad isting < irporation uk, m2 
Auntie Ena noun a cleaner. Rhyming slang uk, 1992 
Auntie Lily adjective silly. Rhyming slang uk, 1945 
auntie man nouni 1 in in 1 mpletel iominated by his wife 
Trinidad and tobago, xx 2 an effeminate man, especially a homo¬ 
sexual GUYANA, 1996 

Auntie Nellie; Aunty Nelly noun the belly. Rhyming slang; 

sometimes shortened to 'aunty' uk, mi 
Auntie Wicky nickname Queen Victoria Bahamas, m2 
Aunt Jane’s room noun an outdoor toilet us, mi 
Aunt Jemima noun 1 lad man I y proval from white 

people by obsequious behaviour Ironically, singer/actor Ei&flP 
Ernestine Harper, who portrayed Aunt Jemima in pancake 
commercials from 1948 until 1966, was by all accounts anything 
byt the stereotypical sq’lpsihjiBrtt black woman us, me 
Aunt Julia noun < immi 11st propaganda, i ill from a code word 
passed to Cofrirr^® stevedores on waterfronts to indicate the 
shipment Pf co'mrtiunist printed material is-aboard ship’ us, 1953 
Aunt Maggie noun ► out Aunt Maggie’s window (used of a 
h'tewwiw of the ballpark us. 1952 

Aunt Mary noun marijuana, mary is a familiar pun on 'marijuana' 

Aunt Nell noun the ear. Usually as a plural ( ik, 2002 
Aunt Nell verb to listen. Often an imperative UK 1992 

Aunt Nelly fake noun at e ir in - nbination 1 aunt nell (the 
ear) and 'fake' (an artificial thing); usuatyMS a plural UK wr 
Aunt Nora noun cocainf^..j 994 

Aunt Ruby noun the bleed period of the menstrual cycle US, 2002 
Aunt Thomasina nouni Oil man wh ume favour with 
Wiite people by obsequious behaviour. An echo of the much '' 
more commonly heard uncle tom 1 is 1 it ;. 2 a woman who does 
pptsupport feminism' IS-M 


Aunt Tillie; Aunt Tilly noun 1 used as the personification of a fussy 
old maid us isw. 2 the bleed period of the menstrual cycle us, 1999 
Aunt Tom noun 1 nan h I - 1 upj rt the goals of 
feminism. An attempt to link semantically the struggle of worjjfpc 
wi#tlhe-struggle of black slaves, by borrowing ffbnvthe well-known 

Aunty Nelly noun >see: auntie and variants 

aurora borealis noun phun li 11 he recreati nal drug known as 
.ftP or angel dust us, imr 

Aussie noun i Australia ■ tom Australia and '-ie' suffix. Pronounced 
'ozzie', not 'ossie', the common mistake made by north 
Americans. Generally used positively with' a sense of national pride 
in all meanings Australia 1915. 2 an Australian Originally used of 
Australian soldiers in World VVar 1 Australia ms. 3 Australian 
English xustralia 1945. 4 the Australian dollar Australia, 19 56 
Aussie adjective Australian Australia, 1915 

Aussie haka; Australian haka noun a gesture showing that yotii 
have no money to pay foflWf next round of dnnks at a pub /yftr 

IfAl'ANlS. 1m 

Aussie kiss noun 11 nit.. tion. C ribed as similar to a 

'‘fptdhcfe Kiss, but given dowBundsf (jg 2002 
Aussie steak noun mutHitjlil j 9*f 

Australia noun ir in 1 nr irijr rna 1 ther Irug Punningthe 
abbreviation 'oz ! (ounce) with the femiliandittljnutrve-'&Z' 
(Australia) uk itm 

Australian noun 1 tralian En il ularl non a a separate 
language froiTt BfifSf* English, or other varieties of English 
Australia, 1902. 2 a practitioner of mouth-to-anus sex. From a 
somewhat forced 'down under'joke os, ;a» 

Australian days noun rrigftt-wdfk uk mo 

Australian salute noun a hand-movement brushing flies away from 
the face Australia, 1972 

Australian yo noun three is rarely a 

good thing, and is usually best face-down; il a three Is face-down, 
an eleven is face-up. Eleven is 'yo', with the three thps 'down- 
under the yo' us. 1999 
Austrian Oak nickname >see: OAK 
auto adjective , 1 US 1995 

autocutie noun an attractive but incompetent television presenter. A 
compound of'autocue' and cUtie (an attractive young, woman) m. 


auto-getem noun automatic weapons fire. Broken down - 'auto- 
matiCfire gets 'em' If 

autom agically adverb in computing, in anaytomatft but expla¬ 
nation-defying comp icated fashion us. mi 
automatic tongue-wi per noun a ;SK#h4St '0ftbadyus; rat? 
automaton noun in j ker i pi er who bets and plays in an 
extremely predictable- -manner us. tm 
autumn leaves noun in torse r ing i teeplechase jockey who has 
suffered a series-of fells A Shameless pun Australia, 19m 
Av nickname Telegraph Avenue, Berkeley, California os, ms 
Ava Gardner adjective avant-garde uk m3 
Avenue noun ► the Avenue 1 Fifth Avenue in New York. In gay 
Me Fifth Avenue was, in the 1940s and 50s, favoured by homo¬ 
sexual prostitutes us i94osto50s. 2 Telegraph Avenue, Berkeley, 

't4IFi6rrrid us, me 

average adjective mediocre; not the best; just plain dreadful 

AUSTRALIA, «».• 
avgas noun jell® us, 1990 

aviator noun in trucking, a driver who drives very (asl us 1971 
awake adjective sexually aroused us, rash 

awake to aware of a secret plan, trick, deception or the like; aware 
■iff a person'&^epeitful character or hidden agenda. Now generally 

A WAKE-UP TO AUSTRALIA, 1954 







wake-up | 


a wake-up adjective n 11 ii e to There is some confusion 
about whether this idiom should be construed nominally with 'a' 
being the article and 'wake-up' being a noun, meaning 'an alert 
person, a person who knows what's what', or adjectivally as 
defined here. The earliest evidence (from 1916) supports the noun- 
theory, but since the 1940s it has become impossible to definitely 
determine the part of speech impffnt as it is found spelt variously 
as 'a wake-up', 'awakeup', 'awake up' and 'awake-up' Theta 
that the plural form 'wake-ups' is only attested by a solitary 
citation from 1943 suggests that it is now cdhceived of as an. 
adjectival phrase however if may be #ejt4tsvwtM,7«6 
a wake-up to aware of a secret plan, trick, deception or the like, 
aware of a person's deceitful character or hidden agenda$p!S4p4, 

away adjective 1 in pri n i remisti 2 overseas Barbados. 

19 6.5. 3 crazy uk Scotland, nm. 4 in bar dice games, counting for 
'Wthiftg. A call of 'aces away' would mean that rolls of one have 
no point value os, 1976 

away laughing adjective in a good-ppsi^f especially viiftgn: 

embarking on a new venture ni wZ ealand, 1965 
awesome adjective great, excellent. An informal variation of the con- 
venfisinal sergeps 1975 

awfuck disease noun the sense of dread that you feel the morning 
after doing something that you, upon refection, wished you had 
not done. Used in jokes more than in real life, with the punch-line 
a variation on 'Aw fuck, why did I do that?' us, 2m 
awful adverb very UK, wt$ 

awkward squad noun collectively people who do not, or will not, 
conform; a notional grouping of people who are 'difficult' uk in, 
AWOL; awol adjective m i Mil i m li m absent 

without/eave'; now widely applied, botl.1 1 1 inn 

$6 most circumstances where permission for absence.would be 


AWOL bag noun in he Korea and etnam 1 rn overnight bag 

’ US, 1956 

ax; axe noun 1 a musical instrument, especia v an electric guitar. 
Originally used in jazz circles for any instrument particularly a 
saxophone or trumpet, instruments on which 'chops' (musical 
figures) are played; surely 'axe' was coipgd as a pun. The word 
itself suggests a chopper, a tool that you can carry over your 
shoulder - tb many jazz and : , subsequently rock musicia«s;lheir 
instrument is exactly that os, 19 55. 2 any sharp-edged weapon us, 
1950. aa knife used or intended for use as a weapon us 1972. 


4 dismissal from employment. Usually heard in ihe phrases 'get 
the axe' or 'give the axe' us m3. 5 in a gambling operation, the 
house's cut of 6 991. ► get 

the axe in surf n be knocke 1 ur 1 1 by a wave us 1957 
axe god noun a popular electric-guitar player who inspires hero- 
worship with his musical tecf niq le B; sed on axe (a guitar). The 
graffito 'Clapton is God', deifying the.jggular guitarist Eric Clapton 
18x1945), was widespread inrfeilate 1960s uk, 1999 
axe handle noun in imp 1 unit of measurement, especial I 
when applied to the breadth of a mafrls shaiJldeTs or woman’s 
buttocks us, ip? 

axe handle party noun a riot or brawl us 1# 

axe hero noun 1 1 pular electri 11 1 1 er h inspires hero- 
worship with his musical technique. Based on axe (a guitar) uk, im 
axe man nouni in electri 11 ir rarel in musician. Based on 
axe (aguitar or any instrument )uk 197 6. 2a person who decides 
when a com pany will discharge an employee Trinidad and Wbago , 


axe-wound noun the vagina mms 

axle grease noun 1 1 the wheels go 

round' Australia 1943. 2 any particul; rly thick rnd sticky hair 
pomade Known and used in the UK, US and AustraliaAusrwm 1943 
aye, doogie aye ver you have 

just been told. An elaboration o' 'aye' (yes) spoken with irony 
heavy enough to mean 'no'. Several variations Including: 'aye 
Hawkeye’, 'aye, hooch-aye'; 'aye, Popeye' and 'aye, that eye' uk. 

SCOTLAND, 1988 

ayemer noun (from if- ision) a nor ling h Phi term is thought 
to have been imported into Canada, from the US Variety 
magazine Canada, 1002 

'ay is for 'orses; hay is for horses used as a disdainful rejoinder 
when someone says 'eh?' or 'hey!' Phis, the oldest of all 
catchphrases, is recorded in Swift's 'Polite Conversations', 1738Mi- 


ay© used as a greeting us, 199$, 

Ayrton Senna noun 1 ten pound r I min langfor tenner'; 
formed from Brazi ian 0 mula-One at ing drivei Ayrton Senna da 
Silva, 1963-1994 UK 2004 

Aztec hop; Aztec revenge; Aztec two-step noun cSPrftibeak 
suffered by tourists in Mexico us 1953 
azz noun the buttocks. Acj®i#|dS of ass us 2002 






Bb 


B noun i Benzedrine M (amplletanine sulphate), a central nervous 
syslem stimulant us. m 6 . 2,1 matchbox full ol marijuana us, 1977. 

3 a buddy, a brother; used as an address for a fellow black man; 
used as an address for a fellow of either ms Initialism us, 7995. 4a 
bastard Australia, si idilla i rgham 1 s, 1980 ►put 
the B on tn a I 1 1 n ' 1 f< 1 after giving the appearance of 
,Sing seduced us, 

B adjective 1 

bloody or bastard, sorhetifnes shown in print with leader dots or 
asterisks representing the missing letters us m,. 2 (used of a film) 
second-tier in terms of actors and budget us 1946. 3 in the written 
shorthand of the Internet and text message, fulfilling the 
masculine, role In a homosexual (male or female) (elationsfiljj, 
Short for butch uk 2m 

B 1 noun ► do a B 1 ; do a bee wan to go somewhere else, to 
change direction I his derives from the bureaucracy that governs 
unemployment benefit if you are in need of immediate support 
when you first register unemployed you will be issued with a form 
B1 (an application for Income Support) which is administered at a 
.fffeerit location im 

B 2 B adjective (used of br sine s tranr notion) between two 
businesses us, 7999 

B -40 noun a cigar laced with marijuana and dipped in malt liquor. 
Possibly named for the appearance and/or effects of the B-40 
grenade launcher used by the Viet Cong during the Vietnam war 

US, 1998 

B -52 noun a pow e I I l let us 799. 

BA noun i nothir laf r. . nbbreviation of 

bugger all, often elaborated as sweet ba uk, i ■ i. 2 a bare ass. 
Usually in the context of exposing the buttocks to shock or amuse 
us, 7970. ► hang a BA u us 1970 

baadass; baaadasss adjective very bad, very dangerous us. 7971 
baba-bing; ba-da-bring : see: badda bing 
babbler noun a sheep camp-cook. An abbreviation of the rhyming 
slang BABBLING BROOK NEW ZEALAND. I9I9" 
babbling no™ cooking. After babbling brook (a cook). There is no 
record of'babble' (to cook) but its existence is surely implied us 

babbling brook noun 1 a gossip, a chatty person us 7973. 2 a cook. 
Rhyming slang. In early use veiv common among shearers, 
stockmen and soldiers Australia, 7904. 3 a criminal. Rhyming slang 
for ictookk Can be shortened to 'babbler'. Australia. 1919 
babbo noun a naive, law-abiding citizen us 1992 
babe noun 1 2 -n attractive 

young male us 7973. 3 used as a term of address us, 1 9 oo 
babe alert noun a notification that there are attractive people 
n.eafby'Ays’riwM im 

babelicious adjective n 11 I mil ittractive Coined by Mike 
Myers on the US television programme Saturday Night Live and 
popularised by the film- Wayne’s World, 1992 us ;992 
Babe Ruth noun the truth Prison rhyming slang newzealand, 1999 
babes noun used as a ten eneral and 

affectionate uk 1997. ► the babes; the wee babes used as an 
expression of appreciation- excellent, good, exactly .is required 
Glasgow slang. This may well be a product of rhyming slang 
formed ©0 ‘Babes in the Wood'(good) uk XCMAnd, im 
babes, parties, tunes used 1 r humorou tsse ment of what Is 
important in life. The 'Wayne's World' skits on Saturday Night Live 
in the 1990s used the mock-Latin motto 'babum, partium, 
tufreum' The English 'translation' is repeated with referential 
humour t/sf 7994 

babies noun dice us 


babonoun nalorphln 11 rphin 11 1 1 In nets to reverse the 
effects bffrSprphnne and other narcotics us, tm? 
baboo noun an Indian man A term of respect within the culture; a 
term .-of disrespect when used by outsiders Trinidad and Tcmg}.1974 
baboon butt noun the red, sore buttocks of someone riding as a 
passenger on a motorcyle us. 7988 

babu noun an East Indian. Also recorded in the Fiji Islands Jamaica, 

baby noun 1 2 a 

sweetheart, a girlfriend 1 is. 1839. 3 a prostitute's customer us, 1957. 

4 a young, inexperienced ma e homosexual us 1954. 5 a young 
performer new to the pornography imdtisby who looks even 
younger than he or she is us, 6 in horse racing, a two-year-old 
horse us, 797 s. 7 in professional wrestling, a wrestler or other partici¬ 
pant designed to be an audience favourite. A shortened babyface 
us, 1999. 8 in the 11 I 11 industi 1 1 ml 9 an impressive, 

large ob x t 10 11 uma or cougar. 

Circus and hunting usage us , 12 'n the television and film 

industries, a focused 500 watt, light, source us, mm. 13 in poker, a 2, 
3, 4 or 5 us, 7979. ► in baby | » tobago, 7942 

baby 007 noun in the letr in r, an inve ig tive agent from the 
Army Criminal Investigation DiviSiQi1, ; Jdhiost likely worthing; 
■sbdercgyfrto identify drugufjffljs us, r 997 
baby ass noun someone who is babyish. Teen slang us 2003 
baby batter noun semen us, W7 
baby Benz noun a WfejiStifs 190 us, 7989 
baby bhang noun marijuana US'. ras> 

baby blue noun a tablet of Viagra, an erection-inducing drug taken 
recreationa ly 'or performance enhancement us, 2002 
baby blues noun 1 capsules of the synthetic opiate oxycodone used 
recreationally 2 3 1 tal depression 

baby bonus noun 1 rnadian nil ill tnce. Also used in 
Australia Canada, issz 

baby boomer noun 1 | -1 11 1 >rr ughl >et een 1945 and 1955. 
After World War 2, America and Europe saw a boom in the 
birthrate <A 1974 

baby buggy nouni a Mini Metro car Citizens' band radio slang wc 
mol. 2 a convert II 1 Beetle us 1992 
baby bumper noun a child molester us, 1992 
baby burglar noun a young thief uk, 7996 
babycakes noun used as a term of endearment us, 7967 
baby catcher noun an obstetrician From an earlier (1937) sense of 
'midwife' us, 19M 

baby discovers! used as a melodramatic reaction to another's 
surprise us wa 

babydollnoun ny ent I ner >u tern 1 mulant us 195s 
baby dolls noun | jama 11 1 n b tggy top and a 

short trouser bottom uk 1957 
babydyke noun a young -01 inexpeiienced lesbian us 7999 
babyface nouni in i fe in - In. he re Met designed by 
the promoters to be the audience favourite in a match us, mss. 

2 by extension, any figure in the professional wrestling industry 
designed to be cheered or iked by the tans its 7999. san attractive 
young woman. Reported byiiamaican inmate in a UK prson, 
August ‘Wrt.JAMAICA, 2002 

baby father; baby daddy noun 1 man friend, live-in lover 
01 111 11 11 hi >| 1 1 I 1 in 1 1 110 

JAMAICA, 7987 
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baby femme adjective (used of a fashion style) suggesting both 
youthful innocence and sexual abandon us 199 5 
babyflot noun 1F11 111 nil 1 11 II he breakup of Aeroflot in 

1991 CANADA, 2002 
baby food noun semen us, &$• 
baby fucker noun a child molester us. ms 
baby gangster noun a young member'I^youth gang US. im 
baby grand noun five hundred do ars Punning on the piano size 
and a 'grand' as $1000 us. m3 


baby stealer noun a male or female lover of a much younger or 
very young person; an older person who prefers such relationships 

baby strainer noun a condom UK 1998 
baby T noun crack cocaine us, 1994 

baca t mi 

bacalao noun the un ished agin li m the panish for'codfish' 
JAMAICA, 1996 

baccy; bacco; bacca noun t<Sbl 6 Sr792 


baby gun noun a hort, bullet ha; In I ird ie igned for big- 
wave conditions US, mo 

baby habit noun the irregular, unaddicted use of a drug os, 1992 
baby hero noun in the Vietnam n i bravt oldier us mi 
Baby Huey noun a military helicopter. An embellishment of the 
more common and simpler iiuey. ,1 uding here 10 a comic strip 
character us, 19m 

baby legs noun in television and film making, a low-legged tripod 
for supporting lights US, rasz 

baby life noun a prison sentence of at least ten years us. 2002 
baby lifter noun a brakeman on a passenger tr#$|k me 

Babylon noun 1 the whim esta lisi. mi I of all that is 

corrupt and evil From the mystica 'Babylon of the Apocalypse' 
Jamaica, 1943. 2 by extension, the United States us, 1972. 3 the police 

Babylonian noun a white person us, 2004 
babylons noun the female breasts uk 2001 

babymixnoun lly on a night 

before work. Kava is attanquillising herbal beverage. Recorded by 
JanTerfCfHfrraz 

baby moon noun in hot rodding, a smal, chrome convex wheel 

baby mother noun an unmarried mother Jamaica, 1989 

baby needs a pair of shoes! 1 H r in inn ining good luck 
while rolling the dice in craps us 2003 
baby pro noun a very, very young prostitute US. iSBi 
baby race noun in I e ra 1 1 relative 1 1 t race for two-year- 

old hprS^yi is® 

baby raper noun a.cbild molester us, mi 

baby rip noun a small current travelling seaward from shore. An 

abtrev alien of 'up tide'm 'up curenl' us .. 

baby-san noun 1 1 t 1 - 1 1 I il I 11 man Coined 
during the US occupation ol Japan, used frequently in Vietnam us 
1954. 2 by extension, used by Vietn; mese prostitutes to refer to a 
virgin and r:y US troops to referfft-ifi inexperienceit .uhteted 
soldier us 1990 

baby scratch noun hie most basic technique of manipulating a 
vinyl record to create new music us, 2002 
baby shit noun e- 

honoured and considerable lexicon ol derogatory references to 
food in the armed forces i/| 

babysit verb 1 to guide a person through an LSD or other 
hallucinatory drug experience us ms. 2 to act as a mentor or 
protector for newly at 1 ived prisoners us i«. 3 to date someone 
who is substantially younger than you us. 1990 
babysitter noun in a fleet, a destroyer accompanying an aircraft car- 

baby's leg noun in 1 I el 1 'ui ih 1 > presented as a 
pastry roll. School and services use; from the appearance and, 
surely, a reflection oh institutional catering uk, 1935 
baby slit noun a tablet of MDMA, the recreational drug best known 
as ecstasy. Possibly, a euphemistic rendering of little cunt’ (a small 
_ttftingK//c 2003 

baby snatcher noun 1 u lull hoi nil 1 icted to children or 
adolescents uk 'ism 


bach noun 1 1 11 1 I I LAND, 1984 

bachelor noun best alone us. 


bachelor pad noun the apartment of a young, single, urbane, soph¬ 
isticated man us, im 

bachelors' hall noun r residence unmarried i len, originally from 
a Fiudson's Bay trading post building for clerks uk m6 
bachy; batchy noun 1 a morn whe-e a man lives alone or brings 
women for sex Guyana 1996. 2 a small house occupied by a single 
Jtflffll TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 2003 

back noun 1 an 1 lie n 1 in ration -1 abbreviation of 'back 
office' us, 1973. 2 a drink taken immediately after another, a 'chaser' 
us m2. 3the musical accompaniment which a jazz band gives a 
soloist us, 1970. 4 support, help us 1939. 5 the buttocks us 1993. 

6 potent mlit ► get off someone's back to 

cease annoying, aggravating, nagging 

In the exasperated imperative 'Get off my back!' uk mi. ► get 
on someone's back h rnr ra na r criticise 
someone Australia, cm ► get someone's back; have 
someone's back ► it's 

got a back to it nt, stressing 

that the loaned artic e must be returned A catchphrase mainly in 
H>ndon use uk mi. ► like the back of a bus; like the back 
end of a bus ugly, unattractive uk 1959. ► on your back 1 (of a 
woman) working as a prostitute Australia, 1968. 2 (of a woman) 
engaged in sexual intercourse Australia, 1979. 3 penniless. An 
Australian variant, 'on the back of your arse', is-fW; recorded in 
1961 UK 1937 

back verb to carry something on your back Bahamas, m2. ► back a 
tail to engage 111 m I - ► back and fill to vacil¬ 

late. Nautical imagery, from the term for handling sails to catch 
and then spill the wind us a 75. ► back off the course to bet a 
large amount on nethin ► back off the map 

tij bet a large amount on something ABS^a, axs; 
back-ah-yard noun used for 

expressing the general concept ul home West Indian and UK 
black; literally 'feck [at] our yard', uk 
backanahan adjective untrustworthy, underhanded Belize, 1996 
back and belly noun a ver; woman Guyana. 

back and belly adverb eniimh completel n wo tobago, 2003 
back-and-forth noun conversation us. 1976 
backasswards adverb in the wrong order us, 1951 
backblocker noun ally the area 

beyond the river gorges in Canterbury add Otago, New Zealand 

NEW ZEALAND, :$«; 

backblocks noun I beyond the 

outskirts of a town or <$\}f Australia, 1879 
back bottom noun 1 ie im; < 1 > -11 >r 1 I , a counterpart to 

.fBOfr'tofifflM AUSTRALIA, 2001 

backbreaker noun(tSi|combined withrstrychfilhsuk ms 
backcap noun an answer us. ms 

backchatnoun i im; i lent eplie rn erir baci in an insolent 

2 

flitting AUSTRALIA, 1963 

backchat verb to answer back in an insolent manner Australia, 1919 
back dex noun amphetamines UK 2003 
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back door; backdoor noun i the ni nd rectum uk um 2 in 
sports, the advancement of a team in a playoff situation as a 
result of the actions of another team us 7952. 3 in a group 
motorcyle ride, the last rider in the group usually the most experi¬ 
enced; the final citizens' band radio user in a convoy us 7976 . 4 a 
surreptitious vvay til entering a protected system or website, made 
possible by a v ►go out the back 

door to back down from a confrontation us, 79si 
back-door; backdoor verb 1 to commit adultery us, m2. 2 in 
surfing, to start .1 ride behind the peak of a wave its nso. 3 to 
bypass something; to exclude something Canada, m3 
back-door; backdoor adjective 1 adulterous us no 2 in poker, 
describing an unexpected hand produced by drawing its 7979 
back-door alcoholic noun nacohol h admit Ins alcoholism 
and joins a twelve-step recovery programme for addicts after 
initially charadtefisiag himself as an enabler of another alpobdlfc 

backdoor artist noun ug user who 

deceives other drug users us. 1992 
backdoor Betty noun a woman who ec oy, anal s exi/S, 2000 
back-door bust noun an arresl (01 one crime, usually major, after a 
detention or arrest for another, usualytfiinorifi, m2 
back door closed adjective describes a convoy when the final 
vehicle is xxikmg out ‘cr ary police interest Citizeo band rad.ro'. 
siahgi ys, ©76 

backdooring noun anal intercourse UK 097 
backdoor parole; backgate parole noun death while serving a 
prison sentence. A black joke us. 1929 

backdoor pensioner noun 1 by I. h t t his, working 
days, die term implies an honourable retirement. A dog of similar 
years but just a 'bit of an did pooch' would be more likely referred 
to as a Por-ueteR ns^zpaland, mi 
back door trots noun d aohoea vk mi 
back-double noun a back street, a side road uk imt 
back down verb e the odds on a 

Hut®dovyer through heavy betting us, 7957 
back 'em down verb in trucking, to reduce speed us. 1976 
backer noun a person who is a frequent participant in anal sex 
rmiOAD AND memo, 2003 

backfield noun 1 1 - up; 11 in men 1 1 1 111 nnal group us mo 

backfire verb to fart uk, ism 

backflash noun 11 'in ill 1 1 nnte< 1 1 panel at the front < the 
machine. Conventionally known as the 'backglass' 
back flip verb n pinball, to flip the ball to the same side of the 
playing field as the flipper us 7977 

back forty noun I 1 remote pi fland I rckyard Originally 
a reference to a farmer's most distant 40 -acre parcel; the usage 
generalised and then became humorous us 1950 
back-forty accent noun country speech Canada, ms 
back gate exit noun death' while in prison us 1992 
backhand adjective wave Australia, 

backhander nou77 1 I 1 1 gratui iven urreptitiously 

back haul noun 7 trip us 1977 

backhouse noun >utside toil | I thout plumbing us, 

backhouse flush noun in poker, a very poor hand. From 
‘backhouse’ (an outside toilet) us. im 
backie noun 1 an act of using someone's bent back as a platform to 
climb a wall or gel over an obstacle us Scotland, ms. 2 a ride, as 
passenger, on the back pf a bicycle 
backings noun in the illegal production of alcohol, low-proof 
distillate not potent enough to be considered whisky us 1974 
back in the day adverb al a time in the past that evokes a feel of 
nostalgia, real or conjured us ms 


back in the saddle; back in the saddle again adjective 

experiencing the bleed period of the menstrual cycle us 1954 

back in the teapot, doormouse! used as an admonition to a 

chfiU to be quiet Canada. 2002 

backjunk noun a big piece of wood at the back of a fire. Better 
known in the US as a 'backlog', the name of the ‘backjunk’ comes 
from the pronunciation of 'chunk* as 'junk* Canada. 195s 
back light noun the rear window 19m 

back line noun il - ill 1 11 in 1 1 1 peaker behind a rock 

band in concert us. ms 

backline verb in casino blackjack, to place a bet in another player's 
square us 096 

backlip noun impertinence, talking bacfjStf.7959 
back-me-up noun a friend h 1 - unted 11 lot support in a 

confrontation; as; 1984 

back number noun a person who is hopelessly out of date us mo 
back of beyond noun a remote area Australia, is79 
back of Bourke noun 1 rerr rea t ml 1 ounty centre in 
cdfMI New South Wales Australia, W 6 
back of the yards 770U77 a neigh urh In hicago around and 
behind the now defurj&JJmon Stockyards us, m2 
back-o-wall 770U77 1 lum 11 ina 1 pli the slums of west 
Kingston, Jamaica Jamaica, 197s 

back pack noun a gang insignia tattooed on a gang member's back 

US, 7992 

back passage noun the rectum. Euphemistic uk i960 
back-pasture hauler noun in trucking, a driver who prefers back 
roads and smaller motorways us 7977 
back porch noun a late position in a hand of poker us me 
back-porch nigger noun an obsequious, fawning black person us, 

back rack/TOUT? in pinball, the part of the machine that rises as a 
panel at the front of the machine. Conventionally known as a 
'li|hjfspx. ! ys.0^ 

backra fire noun electricity Guyana, 19% 

backra-Johnny noun 

backroom boy noun 1 1-11, e hnician, e pe< ially if engaged in 

research that, may be secret Usual y used in the plural uk 1943 
backroom job noun a tattoo on a part of the body that is usually 
clothed us, 7997 

back row noun finement us i9S4 

backs noun mone - eciall interfeit money. Probably an 
.abbreviation of greenback us. ms 

back-sack-and-crack-wax 770U77 a male depilatory treatment. 'Sack' 
is sometimes spelt, more correctly,'sac', from,scrota|’®q, and 'n* 

, jf§ occasionally used for 'and' vk 2003 
back-sass noun impudent talking back to an elder us 7968 
back-sass verb to talk back impudently US mo 
back-scratch verb remove f matani ener 1, soldiers who have 
climbed on# it .usually by directing light-weapon fine ante;the 
tank- us 09! 


back seat noun 

dealer than t ► in the back 

seat ignored, forgotten Bui 11 n I laf lique) metaphor us 
1 998 . ► take a back seat to be or become less important than 
Sorbeorifeybr something else us 7902 
backshow/70U77 in gambling on broadcast racing, any betting before 
the current show price uk 2001 


backside! I vn expressing strong sc 
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backside furrit; backside forward | badda bing; bada-bing; ba-da-bing 


backside furrit; backside forward adverb thorcftrgfi}^ Inside out 

UK: SCOTLAND, 1988 

back-slack verb to talk »?<»: 

backslap noun a celebratory event of mutual congratulation. From 
conventional 'backs apping 1 Australia, 2002 
backslide noun in trucking, a return trip us fate 

backspace and overstrike! 1 .in im I for expressing 

alarm about a mistake that has just been made us, mi 
back stairs noun the anus and rectum considered as a sexual 
passage. Euphemistic OTSHTOofiaiK-similefor 'the back way up’ ui c 

backstop noun 1 1 1 I rset ill the 1 her 2 by extension, a 

person who provides a second line of defence in a venture 
AUSTRALIA 1944 

backstop verb to act as a backstop Austmn, ms 
backstory noun hi 1 previou - lerience Adopted into wider 
usage from screen-acting jargon where it is used lo describe what 
has happened before the story starts uk 2000 
backs to the wall! used as a humorous catchphrase to 
acknowledge the presence of a male hctMosexqai Homophp|ic; 
suggesting a fear of ana! jest/rape uk 200 
backstreet boy noun 1 ung man dr 11 the trendiest of 
clothesrvSiitf! the trendiest of haircuts. Not a compiirnwj; an 
allusion to a band of the late 199Qs that was thought to value Style 
to tte exclusion of substance us, aw 
backstroke noun in trucking, a return trip us, 1976 
back-talk noun k Australia, 1950 

back-talk verb t pudence uk, 1 887 

back teeth noun ► to the back teeth to capacity; totally; 
completelyxwisnMOA 1933 

back teeth are floating used for describing an extreme need to 
. urinate is;' ms 

back the card to bet no e er ra it an 1 stralia, 1977 
back time noun 1 111 the letnar 1 ir, rear ire 1 non-combat duty 
us mi. 2 the portion of a prison sentence not served at the time 
of parole, which must be served if parole is violated us, 1992. 3 all 
time spent incarcerated before sentencing os; m2 
back to preposition used in the names of reunion parties Australia, 


back-to-back noun 1 1 r 1. lien cruel rsed in equence us, 1994 

back-to-back adjective cons iorts context. 

If there is a third consecutive event, the term, is simply expanded 
to 'back-to-back-to-back' us, 1952 

back to hacking used as a farewell, by computer enthusiast to 
computer enthusiast us, m3 


backwashing noun 1 1 in in 1 li 1 the dr ing of blood back 

into the syringe, with the intention of collecting any drug residue;, 
iftd reinjecting the resultant mix uk 2003 
backwater noun in trucking, back roads or small motorways us. 1973 
backwhack noun inter keyboard us, 

back wheel noun in horse racing, the second bet in a two-part bet 

back wheels noun the testicles uk, ms 
backyard noun 1 the bullocks us. cm. 2 the anus us, 1937. 3 in a 
circus, the performers as a group distinguished from the 
administrative and support staff us i960. 4 Hie road visible behind 
'■yduus i m 

backyard butchery noun 1 - a surfboard, 

obviating the design features of the manufacturer Australia, 2003 
backyarder noun a surfboard built by or modified by an amateur 
AUSTRALIA, 2004 

bacon noun 1 i pig (a policeman). 

During the-.'fate 1960s and early 70s, a favoured chaiftofthe rad¬ 
ical left-yepth movement in the US was ‘Today's pig, tomorrow's 
bacon!’ us, 1974 2 money us 1943. 3 the buttocks Bahamas, m2. 

► bring home the bacon to succeed as a wage earner, 
supporting one's family; 10 achieve success; to succeed in a given 
undertaking. Generally thought to echo the ancient tradition ip. 
Dunmow, England, of presenting a flitch of bacon to a happily 
married couple but originates in the US country-fair 'sport' of 
catching a greased pig. The phrase was popularised, if not 
invented, by the mother of Joe Gaits, a black lightweight boxer us 
1909. ► save someone's bacon to rescue someone financially 

bacon and eggs noun 1 the legs. Rhyming slang Australia, m2. 2 a 
black person who is partly or completely albino trinidad and 
TOBAGO..20m 

bacon assegai noun the .pgnis and testicles uk m3 

bacon bits noun the bre 1st . la 1 1 titi ) 

bacon bonce noun 1 a slow-witted person uk, ms. 2 a sex offender. 
Rhyming slang for nonce uk 1993. 3 a bald or balding man uk raw 

bacon getter noun an revolver us 

bacon rashers noun the-fag! na uk 2001 

bad noun 1 fault us, 1999. 2 crack cocaine us, 1994. ► get in bad with 
to get in trouble 01 disfavour with someone 01 some agency of 
authority uk 192s 

bad adjective 1 good tough 2111 ( npuling r< en 

designed us mi 

bad ass noun a tough, fearless person us, 1956 


back to the drawing board! used after the failure ofari 
endeavour uS’jsss 

back to the salt mines!; back to the mines! back to work! An 
ironic reference to hard labour in the Siberian salt mines us. 1933 
back track verb I 1 injecting Irug 1 li 1 blood up into the 
syringerfftwilx with the drug that is bethg injected us 1992 
back-up noun 1 i pe in up; trting inothe in 1 fight Australia, 1975. 
2 a second helping of food Australia 1929. 3 serial sex between one 
person and many others, usua ly consensual Australia, 1935. 4the 
path, frarirr the death cell to the death chamber in prison us, m2 
backups noun e tremel 11 I hi n the rear of a car used to 
blind would-be kidnappers or terrorists us, 1992 
backward in coming forward adjective reluctant to do sorpethif® 
modest, shy. More often phrased as 'not backward in coming 
forward' uk ism 

backwards noun essant us, m 

back-warmer noun a female motorcyle passenger. Biker (motorcyle) 
usage iMim 

backwash noun anner Australia, 1939 


bad-ass adjective e 1 I - 1 1 I fresper to rgh Originally black 

usage but now more widely known us. 1955 
Bad-Ass Billy nickname Pi lee Jenera il m R Bond of the 
199th Light Infantry Brigade, killed by a sniper's bullet about 70 
miles northeast of Saigon on 1st April 1980 us, 1999 
bad-bad adjective very bad Bahamas, 1982 
bad beat noun in 1 e 1 disap; in either with a good 
; fjafttJ -era big bet us 19& 
bad belly noun an upset stomach Bahamas, m2 
bad boy noun 1 2 a rascal, a 

misfit, us 1948. 3 a violent, tough young criminal Barbados, 1973 
bad bundle noun nfer r-qu li heroin us, 1971 
bad butch noun an aggressive, 'mannish' lesbian us, >967 
bad buzz noun ; \nada, 1993 

bad cop noun in a pair of police, the partner who plays the 
aggressive and hard-nosed role during an interrogation us mi 
badda bing; bada-bing; ba-da-bing used as an embellishing 
intensifier. The variations are nearly endless us, 1972 
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bad dad noun 

exceeds the rest of the world's estimation us, 1973 
baddap! verb to be shot Echoic of gun fire uk 1994 
badden verb to become intoxicated on drugs or alcohol trinidad and 
TOBAGO, 2003 

baddest adjective 11 lo 111 1 Im ml I m uinonventional 
superlative of 'bad' in the 'bad-as-goarf sense of the word us ms 
baddie nouni A childish 

epithet for a staple character of popular rrass-entertainmentffilffi 
used 'ironically' in law-enforcement.. Also variant 'baddy' us. r937. 

2 an unwell feeling uk. Scotland, 3 a slight wound, such as a 
graze or cut. Nursery and jfffijiish usage uk, 19$$ 
bad dog noun an unpaid debt Australia, 1953. 
bad eye noun 1 pell or 11 ised by I iking with envy or 
nsincere goodwill trinidad and tobago , 1972 
badeye verb tc 1 menace us. 1990 

bad food noun food or dr aelieved to 

instill sexual fidelity or attraction Barbados, im 
badge noun 1 a police officer os, 1925 Japfijaflfguard us, 1992. 3 a 
small amount of a drug relative to the amount paid us. 1971 
badge vert to h 1 pol bad 1 I 1 part of a psycho- 
logieal.glo§r to eltat information us, im 
badge bandit noun 1 | li [ II r motorcyle police 

officer us, i960 

badger noun ir at qualifies its 

owner for race track privileges us 1975 
badger game noun 1 11 e in hi I 1 1 itute lure 1 customer 

or victim to a room where he is robbed by a confederate of the 
prostityte, posifrg to be her husband us. 1909 
badger-gassing noun ,111 act or instance of farting, or its malodorous 
after-effect. After a controversial means of exterminating badgers 

badger scratching noun the aci ol fondling a woman's vagina us 

badger’s nadgers noun at 1,1 him < isiderei be the finest, the 
most excellent, the best I mined on nadgers (the testicles), this is 
further variation on the dog's bollocks and mutts nuts theme; 
usage noted, most significantly, .on a greeting jj|£| being sold by a 
..■Sigh Street chain, January 2004 uk 2004 

bad go noun a mall amount 1 1 Im elative t the price paid us. 


bad mouth noun a curse, a put-down us. 1 seo 

bad mouth verb 1 11 ult >m ne, 1 lisparage omeone us. 1941 

badness noun something that is very good us ras6 

bad news noun 1 person hoi better 1 ided uk 1946. 

2 something, abstract or actual, that is unpleasant or contemptible 
us i9)7. 3 the M-48 'Patton 1 tank, designed foi combat in Europe 
against Soviet tarf)%|hefl the mainstay of tfje'US Army and 
Marines in Vietnam us 1991. 4 in drag racing, a car that performs 
very well us. ms 

bad nigger noun 1 jgh, fe rle respect-commanding black 
person. A term of praise us ms 

bad-o adjective excel lent US- mi 

badonkadonk noun large, shapely buttocks. I ram the Comedy 
Central fj^lfyisibn programme Crankyankers uStim 
bad on you! shame on you! Recorded by Jan Trent in 1997 Fiji, 1 997 
bad paper noun 1 li I 1 from th nilitar 1 her than an 
honourable discharge, such as the UD (undesirable discharge) or 
resignations for the good of the service us 1971. 2 counterfeit 
ffioney or securities us,mt 

bad-pay adjective ,1 n ' 111- debtor bligation Grenada, 1976 
bad penny noun 1 1 11 1 hie or untrust >rtl per n omeon 
little or no worth. A figurative sense from debased coinage; 
orginally-'bad ha'penny' before inflat^hl^ 
bad rack noun at a casino, a list of customers who are poor credit 

bad rock noun cocaine; .-eiSBft Cocaine pfeis® 
badsnountlw Jepr in Mowing th ise < hallucinogens or 


bad s< 


in unpleasant^Wi^on; a depressing experience us. 


bad scran noun bad luckKawva 1989 
bad seed noun 1 peyote; heroin us 1969. 2 mescaline, the 
hallucinogenic alkaloid oi peyote us, 2001. 3 marijuana uk. ms 

bad shit noun 

bad sick noun any sexually trarismitted infection antigua and 

BARBUDA, 1996 

bad-talk vert 11 lisparage meone 1 Inn b\hamas m2 

bad thing noun 

history parody in which Sellar and Yeatman created the 'bad thing' 
device: 'Indeed, he had begun badly as a Bad Prince, having 
attempted to answer the IrSjf^uestion by pulling the beards 
the aged IristtChiefs, which was a Bad Thing and the-vMrohg 


bad hair day noun 1 da n h 1 ur hair especially unruly; 

hence, a day on which nothing goes to plan us 1991 
bad hat nouni 1 to misbehave us. 


bad head noun a latent tough young :cri*ihal Be'm, ms 
bad idea jeans noun the notiona clothing worn by someone who 
has displayed an utter lack of common sense. From a skit on 
Saturday Night Lhje us. 1994 

bad John noun at 1 man who i lence-prone. An illusion to John 
‘Bad John' Archer, a.cfmtarstjtto figured prominently in early C20 
I ife trinidad and tobago, m 

bad looker noun n ugly pe n. Used with a ne ilwie Australia. 1959 
badly advert wonderfully, excellently; very UK 2004 

badly packed kebab noun 1 ty to the dish 

eaten late al night, wlren ha f-drunk uk 2002 
badmarsh adjective of bad character, disreputable. From Hindustani 
badmdsh (a bad character fir disreputable person) uk mas 
bad medicine noun 1 er 1 thin that 11 1 es trouble. An 
imitation of tjle speech of native American Indians os. Tax 
bad mind noun maliceWA«ytD .and tobago, 1979 
bad motherfucker noun a fearless, tough person us vm 


bad time noun 1 time served in prison that does not count towards 
Jjfig Overfill -sentence; time served in a rmlitlfy-stfickade that does 
not count towards the overall period 0' service us 1968. 2 a jail or 
prison sentence for a petty, avoidable offence us 1977. 3the bleed 
period: of the menstrual cycle 0$ im 
bad trip noun irving experience 

AtMth USD US. 1966 

bad trot noun a lo ng real period of heavy or sustained losses 
AJStRAUA. 1936 

bafan noun a clumsy person. From 'baffihand' (a cripple) Jamaica, 1956 
baff vert to vomit,US, 1968 

bafflegab noun erb languag that i lift lit to penetrate and 
impossible to understand I he term, by ,1 accounts, was coined 
by Milton A. Smith of the United States Chamber of Commerce, 
Smith defined the term as ‘Mtilfiloquence characterized by 
consummate-interfusion oH&timioeutifin or periphrasis, 
inscrutability, incogrrizability, and other familiar manifestations of 
abstruse expatiation commonly utilized for promulgations 
implementing procrustean determinations by governmental 

flpdietf' os, 1932 

bag nouni an interest us 1954. 2 a way of doing things us 1962. 3 an 
unattractive young woman Australia 1965. 4a police uniform us 
1944. s duty as a uniformed police officer us. 1973. 6 a breathalyser. 








27 


bag | bag of arse 


From 'breathalyser bag' UK nos. 7 the scrotum us, n38. 8 a sexually 
promiscuous woman or a prostitute us issb. 9 a condom us 1922. 
lOadiaphragm 11 ectior lised in a ingle effort 

Figurative application 100$; game-bag in which; hunters gather 
their kill uk. ear 12 a large score made by a player T . 

13 a package of drugs us, w. 14 a small paper packet or plastic 
bag containing heroin; thus a standardised measure of heroin, 
either by cost or vo ume Also variant 'bagel' us, m2, is heroin. 
Adopted by drug-users from the sense of 'bag' meaning 'an 
interest or was 16 ute. Originally 

Royal Air Force usage, then the army also ok 1 943. 17 a fuel tank on 
an aeroplane 1/s is a member e fraternity. An 

abbreviation of bagger, 11 Hi in ill 1 m I fratty bagger us, 
ms. 19 bed us. 1 969 . ► bag of snakes a business acquisition full 
of bad surprises us, 1291 ► get a bag! learn how to catch! In 
cricket used as a derisive retort to a fielder who drops an easy 
catch Australia, 1986. ► in the bag i drunk os; mo. 2 as good as 
done us, 1921. 3 corrupted, bribed, beholden to someone else us, 
me. 4 (of a horse) not being run on its merits; being run to lose; 
(of a jockey) pot riding to win. Literally, the money that has been 
bet on the horse will stay in the bookmaker’s bag Australia, 1903. 

► on someone's bag joo. ► out 

of the bag unexpectedly good Australia, 1954 

bag verb 1 to arrest someone uk 1822 2 to catch, capture or obtain 
something for yourself us, mi. 3 to shoot down a plane. A hunting 
allusion in Royal Air Force use uk 1943. 4 in sport, to score a speci¬ 
fied number of goals or points Australia, 2000. s lo disregard, 
'^Bfcmiss or stop something. Figurative use ofthrowing rubbish in a, 
rubbish bag US, 1988. 6 to cancel a social engagement. The 
Dictionary of American Regional ftrgfcfi lists a related meaning: 'to 
feign illness Iff gifder to avoid one's responsibilities' from 1967 
Canada. 2902 . 7 to abandon or leave a place or thing us, 1902. 8 to 
criticise or denigrate someone or something Australia, 1969. 9 to 
dismiss from employment. A variation of sack e^xOTLAND 1988. 

10 to bribe some 1 rrran rn 11 me - 11 to impreg¬ 
nate us, 1949. 12 to hang in loose folds. Especially applied to 
trousers out of si 11| - it the - 131 1 e 3 tesuscitation 

bag. Medical 1 14 is to leave. 

H ► bag and tag 1 to place a dead 

soldier in a body bag and identify the soldier wills a tag on the 
outside of the body bag us, 19.11 2 (used of a prison guard) to count 
and account for prisoners during scheduled count times us, 2002. 

3 to apprehend someone and take them into police custody 

► bag ass 1 11 1972. 

► bag beaver 

and sexual metaphors us om ► bag your head to stop talking 


bagel bumper noun a lesbian. Based on a visual similarity between 
th|®iha and a bagel uk, 2003 
bagel face noun a Jewish person. Derogatory us, ;m 
bag-follower noun in attr - omar h 1 1 ie. packets of 
heroin for a heroin dealer whi e bestowing status upon him with 
her good looks us: was 

bag full of shit noun an utterly contemptible person uk ms 

bagful of busted arseholes noun ;• e epitome o' ugliness or 
fee\i(\g 0 i 0 \y nb/v Zealand, 199s 

baggage nouni I friend en 1 1 her male who accompanies 
a female pornography performer to the set. Not flattering us, 1995. 

2 a non-playing observer of a card or dice game us mo 
baggage smasher noun a baggage handler us 19® 
bagged adjective i fixed, corrupted, bribed us. m2. 2 drunk us m3 
bagger noun 1 vely when 

holding a good hand until late in the hand us /•«,. 2 a boy who 
wears his trousers so low that his boxer shorts- hang out above his 
belt line us m6. 3 someone who talks, dresses and projects an East 
Coast prep-school persona; a member of a college fraternity us,. 
1989. 4 someone who plays footbag us 1997 
baggers noun baggy shorts or swimming trunks Australia, /%.; 
baggie noun 1 1 |' 1 1 r bag filled il 1 rri rt le amount of loose 
marijuana I rout the trademarked name of a brand of plastic 
sandwich bags us 1 0. 2 a condom us, 1971 
baggies noun lo e-fitting shorts 

or swimming trunks popularised by surfers trousers have been 
called bags on and off since the mid-C19; 'baggies' derives from 
-|fe baggy fiti$ js® 
bagging noun denigration Australia, m6 
bag guy noun a toyjbalfdsjp vendor us 1949 

baggy adjective i I e fast n brief! | pular th r ivers; the baggy 
trouser style continued to be popular with UK skateboarders uk 


baggy arse noun 1 11 rien I 1 n pri n uard Australia, mi 

baggy-arse; baggy-arsed adjective 

thoddy AUSTRALIA, 1953 

baggy green cap noun t cricketers. 

Also simply the 'baggy green', and hence, 'to wear the baggy 
green' - meaning St represent Australia in test cricket' Australia. 


-bag suffix wteh in combination with an undesirable thing, used ® 
label a person who epitomises the unpleasant quality. Michael 
Myftia in The Patter, Another Blast (1988) offers the examples 
'crap-bag' (a coward), grotbag (a dirty person) and 'stum-bag' (an 

idiot) UK 1988 

bagaga; bagadga noun the 

(luggage) us 1963 

bag and baggage that he is to be 

released from jail-ps ;.v/ 

bag biter noun 11.puting in hing 1 r neone that does not 

work well us, mi 

bag boy noun a bookmaker Australia, 194$, 
bag case noun 1 1 ill injured motorist, < pe ially one with 
gruesome injuries us m2 

bag-chaser noun a drug user who is obsessed with getting drugs us. 


bag drag noun in Ant rctli the t of dragging your luggage for a 
pre-flight weigh-in Antarctica, 1996 

bagel noun 1 a Jewish person. Usually playful rather than derogatory 
us 1955. 2 a tyre us 1977. 3 a fool uk 1996 
bagel verb ment without 

letting your opponent score It is claimed that the usage was 
fetfined by tennis player Eddie Dibbs and popularised by tennis 
writer and broadcaster tod Collins. 0, 


Baghdad Betty nickname duri 1 he U rr against Iraq in 1991, a 
female Iraqi disc jockey who broadcast propaganda to US troops 

Baghdad Boys noun during the Gulf war, reporters from the Cable 
News Network US;M1 

baghead noun a habitual cocaine or heroin user From bag (drugs) 
combined with head (a user) uk 1996 
bag job nouni i h 1 in heme ir I 1 1 1 no employee as a 

confederate us. 1950 2 a burglary, r specia ly when committed by law 
enforcement or intelligence agents looking for information us 1971 
bag lady noun 1 a destitute woman who wanders the streets with 
her possessions in shopping bags us, 1972. 2 a condom uk ms 
bagmannouni 1 person wl II nal 1 holds illegal 
payments us 1935. 2 a bookmaker Australia, 1956. 3 a bookmaker's 
clerk Australia, 1973 4 in the circus or carnival, a person who makes 
5 

, &hopliftmg team who carries away the stolen goods Australia, 

1975. 6 a drug dealer; a person in possession of drugs us, 1970. 7 an 
ItirteraW man carrying his- possessions in a bag; a swagman 
AUSTRALIA, 1866 

Bagman's Gazette noun rn im 1 1 pi lication that is cited as a 
source of rumours Australia, 1959 
Bagmen's Union noun a (iclidous union u> which itinerant 
travellers belonged during the Depression Australia, 1954 
bag of arse noun anything irjfggbJd UK, 2002 
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bag of bones noun i a skinny person or animal Australia, mb. 2 a hold someone at bay; to corner someone Australia, mi. 3 to slop 

'bush pilot' aeroplane Canada, 1934 someone for a conversation Australia, ms 


bag of coke noon a 11 in I 1 _ m I 1 blokb i i 

BUSHEL OF COKE AUSTRALIA. 1976 

bag Off verb 

attractive, especially with a view lo greater intimacy uk ?m 
bag Of flour noon I I il ll 11 Hi ll in I in 
bag of fruit noon a suit Rhyming slang Australia, 1924 
bag of nails noun a state of <SU(^s\anA0iRALiA,T942 
bag of shit noun 1 1 despicable pe 11 - 2 anything of 

poor quality uk, m 5 

bag of shit tied up with string noun a clumsy, shapeless-or 
scruffy person. Probably military in origin; usually in phrases such 
w 'looks like a bag of shit tied up with string' uk im 
bag of snakes noon a I I 1 1 man Australia, 1934 
bag of tricks noun >see: BOX OF tricks 
bag of yeast noun a priest Rhyming slang Australia, 1971 
bag on; bag verb to Insult someone in a competitive, quasi-friendly 
spirit US, 1993 

bag-o-wire noun an informer or betrayer Jamaica, 1932 
bagpipe verb to stimulate the penis to orgasm undertReirjhpit of 
a lover. Homosexual use uk ism 

bags noun 1 a greal amount of UK 1931. 2 loose lilting trousers. There 
have been 'bum-bags, 1860, 'how ing bags’ (with a loud pattern), 
1850-90, and 'go-to-meeting bags' (best clothes), 1870-1910. 
'Oxford bags’, a very wide-legged cut, were introduced in the early 
1920s and are still known uk s: i. 3 a mess; a botched enterprise 
miAND, 2004. ► make a bags of make a mbs? of something 
MfiANa, s* 

bags vert to claim rights to something; to teserve something 

AUSTRALIA, 1944 

bags!; bagsy!; bagsey! authority 

M; inly juvenile; may be structured as a verbuK 1397 
bag-shanty noun a brothel. Royal Navy use; a combination of bag (a 
promiscuous woman) and conventional 'shanty' (a hut)wc'890 
bagsing noun the act 
reserving something/u/s/fM/H sun 
bagswinger noun I kmaker Id stralia, 1977 
bag up verb i to put a condom on a penis Also variant 'bag it up' 
uk, 2002. 2 to divide a powdered drug into bags preparatory to 
selling it us, 7989. 3 of a lizzy drink, lo dll the stomach with gasu/o 

SCOTLAND, 1988. 4 10 laugh US 7989 
Bahama ham noun the|C9fpjl Bahamas, m2 
Bahama hooter noun a marijuana cigarette us 1992 
bahookie noun thefjjbitQete; the anus UK ism 
bail verb 1 to let 2 to fall while 

skateboarding us 1984. 3 in mountain biking, to jump off a . 

in order lo avoid an accident us . 4 in foot-propelled 
scootering, to abandon a scooter in mid-jump uk mu. 5 lo land 
inelegantly or had y when completing a snowboarding-jui»t|t-^:' 


bail bandit noun a person who commits a crime while out on bail 

bailing-wire artist noun on the railways, a creative but incompetent 
mechanic-us 1977 

bail out verb i to jump off a surfboard when you are about to be 
knocked off the l trdbya e « 2 in skateboarding, to fall 

bad ly uk. 2003 

bail up verb i tc / holding up. 

in common use by bushrangers during the colonial period. 
Transferred sense from 'bail up' fto place a dairy cow interS'iiail for 
milking;frcrn 'bail' (a fram^fcf securing a cow's head), it could, 
also be used intransitively to mean 'to submit to being held up 
and robbed'. Now only used in historical novels Australia, isss. 2 to 


bail up! stand and deliver! aushwl^ m2 
bait noun 1 in poker, a small bet that S; hoped will lure another 
player into a larger bel us 7967. 2 in shuffleboard, a shot made to 
entice the opponent to try to go after the disc us 1907. 3 a person 
who attracts a spur ified type 01 category of attention us, 7942. 4a 
small meal us ms 5 in prison, credit, especially on ihe purchase 
Of dunk, drugs or tobacco uk 1996 
bait verb in gin, to discard a card in a manner that is designed to 
lure a desired can rom an opi nent 5 17 ► bait the hole in 
American football, to feign a running play in order to daw' 
defenders towards the line and block themjhere us 19m 
bait can noun a worker's lunch box us, im$ 

bait money noun cash with pre-recorded serial numbers set aside by 
a bank to be included in money given 10 .1 robber us m2 
Baja bug noun s I igen Beetle mo< ifie I 1 1 surfer use. 'Baja' Is 
a reference to Baja California, the Mexican state immediately 
south of California wi 

bake noun 1 a verbal ru 11 istin 2 a complete 

and hopeless outcast An abbreviation of Bakersfield, a city at the 
south end of California's San JOaquin Valley *thpother side of 
nowhere’ to the surfers who use this term us 1991. 3 illegal drugs 
manufactured In. an illegal laboratory mrwztaland, 7986 
bake verb to manu icture 1 il fru 1 1 rl ratory new Zealand, 
7986. ► bake biscuits phonograph 

record us. ms 

baked adjective dui_- ,i r I ui I 11 nujuana us, 79/8 
baked-bean noun ua in rlud 1 .- lang for scene uk 

baked beans noun jeans. Prisoners rhyming slang uk 2001 

baked potato noun a drug- 
intoxicated. A play on couch potato 
watcher) formed on baked (intoxicated) us. 7996 
baked wind pills noun beans omci\ism 

baker noun 1 the electric chair us. mo. 2 a marijuana smoker us 1997. 

3 a gradeof‘B’ in academic work os. m 
Baker flying adjective experien 1 th 1 period ofthe 
menstrual cycle. In the navy, a red Quartermaster B (Baker in the 
ijpjjionetic alphabet) flag is flown to signify 'Danger' and ‘Keep out’, 
providing several theories forapflsation to menstruation us, i960 
Bakerloo noun 1 1 et, a batsman 10 is pi ing down the wrong 

ine.. A jocular reference to th#iBafeftoo line on-teKfonls-i 
■ shderground system uk 2003 

baker's fog noun in the Maritime Provinces, regular sliced white 
lirread Canada, im 

bakey; bakie noun a baked potato uk 1943 
bakkie noun ith Africa, 2000 

baksis noun a small extra added 1 i put 1 e by 1 vendor in the 
hope of encouraging return business Guyana, 7996 
balance verb ► balance the books in an illegal betting operation, 
*■:!(£jfiretets with other operations when betting is too heavy on 
.one propi^ltfon-'to, 1979 

Balconville nickname i mi i i il ii i Montreal. One of 
two nicknames for this neighborhood (the other is 'The Pointe') 
because most dwellings have a balcony on which people sit a lot. 
Bilingual anjphSfmonious, its mixture of French and English is 
noted in the word itself which is partly from each language, itfli 
fhe title of a 1980 play by Qavtfwtrario Canada, 1930 
balcony noun the female breasts us. 1954 

bald head noun son-Rastafarian Jamaica, 7976 

bald-headed adjective (used of a rotary bit in oil drilling) worn out 

■M m 

bald-headed mouse noun the penis uk, 2003 

bald-headed prairie noun l eele ml iri.bie plains Canada, 2002 
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baldheaded row | balls 


baldheaded row noun th >r strip show us, 

bald-tyre bandit noun a p ill ^ ficer d riled t traffic duty uk razz 
Baldwin noun a handsome man ■ rom Hie family of handsome 
actor,brothers us, ms 

baldy noun i a worn tyre; in the I espe II n hot rodding and 
drag racing us ise. 2 a Hereford cow I his breed of cattle has a 
white face or head Australia rut 3 ihe white-headed pigeon, 
endemic to Australia Australia, m, 4 an artist's model denuded of 
Sw hair uk 1984 

baldy adjective (of a tyis} with a worn tread Australia, m 
baldy! refusel A children catcl < I ewZealand. 1942 
baldy lad noun trterqgnis uk 2001 

bale nouni marijuana compressed into a aige bale similar to a bale 
of hay us 1971. 2 any quantity of marijuana us. 2001 
bale verb ► bale the kale to win a lot of money gambling. From 
kale (money) Us w 

bale of hay noun a ma e I for gay ijk, 2003 

bale of straw noun a blonde white woman us, 1928 
Bali belly noun 1 1 1 1 in inal infe 1 1 rbtained when 

holidaying in Bali, Indonesia or other areas of Southeast Asia 

AUSTRALIA, 1984 

balk verb 1 to cover up Australia. 19/5. 2 in poker, lo hesitate when it 
isyourturn to tejlfi the hope of seeing whether players wttfe ” 
fellow you are prepared to call the bet us, rase 
ball noun 1 a thoroughly good time us. 1932. 2 an act of sexual 
intercourse us, 3 a single scoop of ice-cream us, 19W. 4 crack 
cocaine us. 1994. s black-tar heroin ui 2002. 6 one dollar Mainly 
prison slang; is im. ► on the ball alert, to any opportunity uk 
1 967. ► out on a ball; be riding a ball (used of a customer 
trading in a car) believing that your old rat is worth more than it 
is us. i9sn. ► that's the way the ball bounces that’s how things 
turn out us, 1952. ► the ball is in your court it. is your turn; It is 
is your decision. A variation of the conventional phrase 'the ball is 
'With you’ UK 1963 

ball verb 1 to have sex us 1952. 2 to fondle a man’s penis us ms. 3 to 
thoroughly enjoy yourself us, 1942. 4 to go or take something 
somewhere very quickly us 1 1 r. 5 to insert amphetamine or meth- 
amphetamlne in the vagina before sexual intercourse us 1971. 6 to 
si ► ball the 

jack to travel very quickly us, m3 
-ball suffix combines with an unpleasant substance to create a 
contemptible pei%onitk,J9/o 
balla noun a man with a lotfof money us, 1999 
ballad noun a love letter Us; im 

ballahoo and all the crew noun everybor d \nd tobago, 199 6 

ball and chain noun aftth’s wife us 1921 

ballast scorcher noun 

ballbag noun 1 2 athletic supporter us 

ball blinder noun a condom An image of something that debilitates 
balls (the testicles) uk. ms 

ballbreaker noun 1 an; any 

circumstance that saps your spirit The prosaic etymology leads to 
any task that strains the testicles-;.anore likely that ‘balls’ represent 
power or spirit in this context us m2. 2 a powerful, assertive 
woman; someone who demands or actively exacts a difficult 
requirement TaKjfiJ,'balls’ to mean 'power and spirit', this extends 
from ltjfe’J»foviftus sense us. 1944 
ball-busting adjective harassing, dominating, controlling us 1954 
ball-cutter noun r per 1 1 littl rnd d means others us, jse 

bailer nouni n dri lealer 1 1 ill n line us, aoor 2 an 
attractive male us. 2002. 3 a member of a youth gang who is 
prospering financially us, ms 

ballet master noun 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 upervisoi of track crews, 

bife extension ofthe-track worker as a gandy dancer us 


bailey noun a fme I utside imival attraction intended to 
create interest in paying to see the act inside US, ms 
ballgame noun 1 nging. Sporting 

imagery us w, 2 during the Vietnam war, an exhange of fire or 
firefight with the enemy us 1991. ► a whole new ballgame a 
completely different set of circumstances us, ms 
ballhead noun a white New Zealander newM^and, 1989 
ball hop noun ted rumour. 

Gaelic IRELAND, 2001 

ballhuggers noun 1 very tight trousers Hawaiian youth usage us, 1932. 
2 a pair of men’s close-fitting and revealing nylon swimming 
TSforjtakwSsMEAil 2003 


ball in hand noun 

'■|Se headstring after another player hasbRttSe cue ball into a 
pocket uk, 1807 

ballistic adjective e tremel ingr ... I Originally applied 

to art out-ofcontrof fhissile us ms 
ballistics noun graphic, aggressive rap lyrics.t/S, im 
ballocky; bollocky; bollicky adjective naked. Often combined with 
'naked', compare with bollock naked and stark bollock naked uk 

ball of chalk noun condensed to 

a Hfriple 'ball’ uk jssS 

ball-off noun an act of male masturbation uk mi 
ball off verb n i i male i n rsturbate uk mi 
ball of fire noun i I lam ind energetic person us, rate 
ball of malt noun a large gl i hi \nd. 2001 
ball of muscle noun 1 n | erfu bull 1 1 I healthy person or 

animal Australia, 1914. 2 a person with a great deal of energy new 

ZEALAND, 1984 

ball of wax noun 1 11 I-1 -1 1 1 1 1 ituation us, ;953 

balloon noun 1 2 used as a 

humorous synonym of ‘platoon’ us m7. 3 a woman's breast. 
Usually in the plural us, 1 ■ s 4 a condom us, m r. 5 a small amount 
of heroin, whether or not it is actually in a balloon us m7. 6 a 
heroin dealer uk, 2002. 7 a foolish, talkative person Because they are 
'full of hot aid - 8 1 I Hsus 1973 ►the 

balloon goes up 1 In 1 I Used >ecially in the past 

tense In phrases like 'when did the balloon go up?' and 'the 
balloon went up at 6 o'clock', affgil when the event referred to 
was semgdkind of trouble. Military in origin, probably World War 1, 
from the raising of an ahsefwon balloon just before an attack uk 

balloon verb to -Ur shape in 

order not fopresent a predictable target. Military u/c ms 

balloon car; balloon noun ig slang uk i960 

balloon foot noun a slow driver US m3 

balloon head noun 11 npty-hea; i, dim-wi ted dolt. Sometimes 
contracted to 'balloon' us, 1931 

balloon juice noun 1 empty talk. A play on the 'hot air' typically 
found inside balloons us, 1900. 2a sweet, bright coloured fruit-based 

drink BARBADOS, 1965 

balloon knot noun the anus. Visual in^|eiyu« ms 
balloon tyres noun dark bags beneath an actor's eyes UK m2 

ballpark noun js, 1957 

ballroom noun easy sexual 

tBfiqpestsas, ms 

ballroom blitz noun the breasts. Rhyming slang for tit(s), formed 
from the tM^Jrfa 1973 song that was successful for The Sweet uk 

balls noun 1 the testicles I rom the shape uk 1325. 2 courage, daring 
uk 1893. 3 strength, substance uk tut 4 nonsense uk iss 7. ► all 

balls 1 balls uk nw. ► as balls used 
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as an intensifier us, /%-s. ► balls in a vice at an extreme 
disadvantage, overpowered its; ns7, ► balls like a Scoutmaster 
great courage or sexual prowess Based on the image of a Boy 
Scout leader as a paedophile new Zealand, iw, ► bust your balls; 
break your balls i rur 

hardest us, wt ► by the twenty-four swinging balls of the 
twelve apostles! i 

► don’t get your balls in a knot do not become agitated 
Australia. I'm. ► get your balls in an uproar to become unduly 
excited. Of military origin Canada, till ► have someone’s balls 
for a necktie i punish someor < m illy in a future 

tfhse uk. 1977. ► have your balls torn off to be severely 
reprimanded uk 1977. ► lay your balls on the chopping-block 
to take responsibi ity (foi an action or opinion) and thereby risk 
humiliation or rejection uk, loot ► make a balls of to spoil 
something, to make .1 mess ol something I rom balls (nonsense) 
uk 1889 . ► to have someone by the balls to complete 
control over someone; to have complete power over someone its. 


balls vert to secrete objects in a man's underpants, nestling 
whatever you wish to keep hidden .around the testicles (balls) &§ 


balls! used as an all-purpose expletive. A figurative use of 
'balls'='testicles' uk 1957 
balls-achingly advert tediously uk js?- 
ballsack noun a skimpy bathing suit lor a man us, 19.97 
balls-and-all adjective with complete commitment Australia, 2001 
balls-ass naked adjective completely naked us. ms 
ballsed-up adjective ruined 1 I I 1 1 In 1 

balls-out adverb at full speed US, 1945 
balls-to-the-walls adjective unrestrained, fulj^ljUs:«'*? 
balls to you! reg ter 1 in rati it li ni il ol n> thing specified. 

Variants include 'balls to that', and 'balls to X' UK 1923 
balls-up noun a mess, a muddle, a mistake wc 1934 
balls up verb to make a mistake; 10 err; to mess something up 
’ Australia, is® 

ballsy adjective gutsy, courageous us, ml 

ball team; baseball team noun 10 | _ mhling cheats who 

work in casinos us, 1987 

ball tearer noun 1 met ring e b ordin 1 lia 1974 2aviolent 

person Australia, dll 3 a difficult, physica y demanding task. A 
miiiSfy variation of baubreaker Australia. 1984 

ball up verb 

bally; bally act; ballyhoo noun any method used to draw a crowd; 
a small, free performance given outside a pi; re of entertainment 
in the hope of drawing customers inside. Etr&s and carnival 
usage os im 

bally adjective i . 188 5. 2 very 

angry. Probably by e bps is, from 'bally mad' uk 1997 
ballyhoo verb to draw a crowd-US,' 
balm vert to embalm a body Bahamas, 1980 
Balmain basket weaver noun Pi 1 1 I 1 nemberofthe 
middle class-, Derogatory; atpisfhe affluent Sydney sub.wfep# 
Balmain aus 7 ral/a m6 

Balmain basket-weaving adjective characteristic of a Balmain 

basket weaver Australia, 1992 

Balmaniac noun person f n the iffluent ine uburl 
Balmain. Recorded as 'Balmain- tofbatlers' by Baker, 1943 

AUSTRALIA, 1969 

balmy adjective drunk us, issa 

balmy breeze; breeze noon h Rhyming languK mi 
baloney noun 1 utter nonsense ( is, 1922. 2 the penis us, 1928. 3 a die 
that has been flattened on several edges to favour one surface (A 
1974. 4 electric cable. Electric line industry usage us, raso 

baloney pony noun the penisis, , ► ride the baloney pony 


baloobas noun the breasts Australia, im 
balot; ballot noun Opium; heroin us, m 6 
balsa boy noun a male pornography performer who has trouble 
maintaining an erection One o' many wood images us, 1995 
Baltnounan imm rant istern Euro[ 11 11 iction any 

European immigrant to Australia during the immediate post-World 
War 2 period. Derogatory; common in the 1940-505 when it was 
-i-pten applied, wd-iscriminatglyt-0 any European migrant Australia, 

Balti belt noun hi 11 iii ii I 11 1 1 1 ii of Indian 
restaurants; especially Birmingham's Sparkhill and Sparkbrook 
districts. Named for the area's preponderance of restaurants and 
takeaways offering Indian and Pakistani cuisine. (Balti is a kind of 
curry cooked and served in-flae pot after which it is named) Uk. 2003 
Balto nickname Baltimore, Maryland US, mi 
bam noun 1 a pill 1 1 ule f amphetamine An abbreviation of 
’bambita' us mo. 2 a pill containing both a barbiturate and an 
amphetamine uk m3. 3a central nervous system depressant!*; 
2003. 4a cigarette made with pool quality marijuana us 1952. 5 a 
violent individual us 2000 6a female membei 0! the US Marine 
S>rpS,.A 'droad-ossed marine'. Gulf war usage tgp&r >see: 
BAMPOT; BAMSTICK 

bama noun a conventional person, profoundly out of touch with 
current tren||'«S aw 

bama chukker noun a poof southern white i&»66 
bamalacha rambler noun a marijuana smoker us 1959 
bamalam noun 111 mi 1 hi 1 1 ti< 1 f bamalacha us, 1973 

bambalacha; bamba; bammy noun marijuana us ms 
bambalacha rancher noun 11 lari iuan user, po -ibly a grower us 


bam-bam noun the buttocks tmipADAND JOBAGO r i^esi 
bambino nouni hild. Ita n used I to h peakers with no 
knowledge of Italian Italy, 199 5. 2 an amphetamine or other central 
system stimulant qs:.is® 

bambi-sexual noun . lal wh< 1 I 1 tivity is character¬ 

ised by kisses, caresses and emotion. Punning on the gentle deif 
Bambi, hero of the novel byjifetx Salten and the.film by Disney 

bamboo noun ► in the bamboo neglected, forgotten trinidad and 

T0BA60, 1987 

bamboo manicure noun 1 rture u 1 I 11 pin iters forced 
under the fingernails. Korean and then Vietnam war usage us. m2 
bamboo telegraph noun the spreading of gossip or rumours in a 
jungle. Vietnam war usage us 1929 
bamboo wedding noun a marriage with Hindu rites Guyana, 19% 
bamboozle verb 1 leceive 1 le 1- ndle meone. Arguably 
conventional English but with a slangy ring nevertheless uk m3 
bambs noun central r ik. 1998 

Bambu noun m ii 1 111 t i 1 he t rnd name of the 

rolling papers favoured by marijuana-smoking Beats of the 1950 s, 
often used in :% generic, eponymous sense us, r#f' 
bamf! 1 in computing, a notional sound during a magical trans¬ 
formation in a multi-user dungeon. Also an acronym produced 
from 'bad-ass motherfucker' us, 1991. 2 used as Internet shorthand 
topisjpl I am leaving this discussion', A.^jp|i effect from the X- 
Men comic books us, iw 

hammer nouni 2 lot genuine or 

of poor quality. Derives, perhaps, from bummer (a disappointing or 
depressing event) US 1993 

bammie noun a commerically manufactured cigarette adulterated 
with ifnarijuafiaiUK. im 

bampot; bamstick; bam noun a Footpan eccentric; a madman uk 


bamsie noun the buttocks Barbados 1996 
bamsie fly noun a pest, a nuisance 


trinidad 







bamsie man | bang 


bamsie man noun tobago, 1996 

ban noun a banana. Greengrocer's familiar abbreviation, usually In 

the plural uk im 

banana noun i an heritage 

and seeks to blend into the dominant white culture. Like a 
banana, the person described is yellow on the outside, * 

ihe inside us. 1970. 2 a Hong Kong Chinese of European or 
American parentage or aspirations hongkong, 1997. 3 a New 
Zealand-born Chinese person newzealand, ms. 4a person of 
mixed race, with both black and white ancestors us, 1945. sa 
hospital patient suffering from jaundice us, 1983. 6 in American 
casinos, a £20 chip f 10m ihe yellow colour us ms. 7 the penis us, 
ms. 8 a parenthesis sign ( or) on a computer keyboard us. 1991. 

9 the convex curvature of the bottom of a surfboard us, ms. 10 a 
comic in a burlesque show us, 1953. 11 a crazy or foolish person us, 
1919. 12 a dollai 13 

► off your banana menta y unstable, crazy uk 1999 
banana verb in tele 1 n ind ilm makin ill in a slight curve 
Iftiferttof the camera to preserve focus us. imo 
banana-balancer noun an iff ice eward or ibin-hand Australia, 


banana belt nickname 1 southeastern Alaska us 1937. 2 the South 
Oftae^ Islands and South Georgia, warm only in comparison with 
the harsh cold of Antarctica. The term has been applied to a rela- 
tively less cold area in a cold region' spss 1898 >wrc«cftH ws& 
bananabender noun a pm 1 11 n 1 island The Australian 
state of Queensland has a large banana Mitigty Australia, 1964 
banana boy noun n the Anglo- 

Saxon tradition of Natal, later KwaZulu-Natal; hence a. sportsman 
who is resident in KwaZulu-Natal south Africa bss 
banana clip noun the curved magazine or clip for a US Army 
carbine us. ises 

banana farm noun an asylum for the insane Used among Britons 
in tropical ofserpi-tropical countries uk 1976 
banana hammock noun a brief male bikini; 4 j|,@ 9 z 
banana jockey noun any person who hangs on to the side of a 
truck driving a oad ol bananas to town Grenada, 1996 
Bananaland nickname the state of Queensland. Named after the 
banana industry there Australia, isso 
Bananalander noun a person from Queensland Australia, rssz 
banana oil noun 1 1 1 lersuasi ^ talk us r 974 

banana peels noun n smooth and 

hence useless us m2 

banana race noun a fixed horse race us, 1957 
bananas adjective 1 Derives from 

banana oil (nonsgRS^, which abbreviates as 'bananas’, 'to become 
mad' is'to go bananas' us m / 

banana shot noun II near a cushion, 

■with spin imparted such that the cue ball follows through after 
striking the object ball and, comes ip. rest after bouncing 'Off ftte. 
CUShion US 1993 

banana skin noun a potential if trivial danger that is easily avoided 
when, not overlooked uk 1907 

bananas on bananas noun too much ol something, even a good 

sornethimgi/S 

banana split noun 1 /I nitrite. A 

reference to the banana-ike smell of the drug vapours us, 1968. 2a 
variety of MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy. 
From the logo pressed into the pill; after the cult children's 
television programme The Banana Spfitss ■ ^originally broadcast 
1968 - 70 ) uk, 2002 

banana splits noun li ml Rhymin slang for the shits uk 2003 
banana tree noun the pen is W 19/4 

banana van noun a fl athed railvr ay ( image that sags in the middle 


banana wagon noun a 1 11 rt used for 1 m porting aeroplane 
parts us, 1955 

banana wing noun 1 notor racing in lerodyn mi< wingshapeus, 

banana with cheese noun marijuana and freebase cocaine 
combined for smoking us, 1979 
banano noun marijuana-wc ios 
band noun in prison, a riot squad us 1976 
bandaged up adjective 
improvised winter front us 1971 
bandage factory noun a hospital us mi 
band-aid noun 1 1 trucking in impri ised nter fronting for a 
truck us 1971. 2 a medic During ihe Vietnam war a radio call for a 
'band-aid' was a call for a ntddjcts, wi 
B and B gang noun on the railways, a building and bridge crew us 


band box noun a county jail us.1992 

band chick noun I makes herself 

available to, irwasipipfis. Art. early term for what would come to be 
.ifenoWn as. a 'groupie' us, mi 
B and D adjective id and ngerr rus us, 1993 
B and D; B/D noun bondage and domination (or discipline) as sex- 

B and Enoun burglary. I rom the initials for 'breaking and entering' 

US 1965 

Band House nickname the Chicago House of Corrections us, 194c, 

bandicoot noun ► as a bandicoot completely as specified; 
extremely so Australia, 0k ► like a bandicoot on a burnt 
ridge lonely and forlorn Australia, 1901 
bandicoot verb to tig 11 iii 1 | | , 1 ill potatoes, without 

disturbing tttbfSiant in s/tu,.;ugu|ily surreptitiousfyAusniAtM, W6 
band in the box noun | Rhymin langu/t, 1971 
banditnoun 1 a pett hie rsual preceded by the object of the 
crime. Ironic uk 19 77. 2 an obvious homosexual. An abbreviation of 
arse/ass bandit uk. 2aa 3 a hostile aircraft US, 1 942. 4 an unsolved 
construction problem ijs 1x1 

bandit odds noun betting odd that rongl 11 ecretly, favour one 

betting.position u& 1&7 

bandit territory noun in I Hi | li in I li I n the Home 
Counties areas fringing London that are policed by other forces uk 

band moll noun nan wh 1 1 uall available to 

thejm^mte&ofa rock group; a groupie Australia. 19© 
band of hope; bander noun ip. Rhyr in lang based on the 
name of a temperance organis; tion founded in Leeds in 1847 . 

The truncated vaSijjSrn is recorded in Australia by Sidney J, Baker 
in 1943 uk 1938 

B and S noun brandy and soda. A popular drinker's abbreviation ijk 

bandwidth noun ittent n pan - I rro ing >1 i technical term 
with a technical meaning (the votame-sf information that can be 
handled within umt)fora.bumprous, broader usage us, mi 
bandy noun a bandicoot Australia, 1953 

Bandywallop noun 

bang noun 1 an 2 pleasure, 

enjoyment us, 1929. 3 a person judged on their sexual performance 
uk 1937. 4a popular schoolgirl uk 1971. san injection ofa narcotic 
us, 1922. 6 the sudden effect ofa drug us, ms. 7 marijuana us, 1993. 
8a swallow of alcohol uk 2001. 9 an attempt Usually in the form 
'to have a ban° i il 10 11 1 n -t (!) From the 

■slang of printers to the stag of computer enthusiasts us. ?sd> 
bang verb 1 to have sex 1 % mo. 2 to stimulate a woman's vagina by 
introducing and withdrawing a finger in rapid order us 1971. 3 to 
Inhale or to inject a drug intraveneously us, 1926. 4 to swallow a 
tablet us, 2001. 5 to engage in youth gang criminal activity us, me. 
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6 (of dance music) to have a danceable beat Australia. 2001. 7 to 
make a turn us 1959. ► bang balls to have a plan backfire 
Singapore, sag. ► bang goes that used for suggesting that 
something has m 11 id 1 ► bang heads 

to fight us, 1968. ► bang like a dunny door; bang like a 
hammer on a nail ner. Many 

variations, inducting 'bang like a rattlesnake', 'bang like a shithouse 
door in a gale' and 'bang ike a shithouse tat' Australia, ms. 

► bang the crap out of of a male, to exhaust a sex-partner by 
vigorous sexual activity An ir ten .1 ic; tion of bang (to have sex) on 
the model latet the crap .olit of (tfi'tIVash) uk, 2001 
bang adverb very much, uk 2000 

bangarang; banggarang noun an uproar, a riot Jamaica, 1943 
bang-bang noun the penis Bahamas, m2 
bang belly noun 1 1 I undland I 1 1 I li made of flour, 

molasses, soda and seal-fat or suet Canada, 19m. 2 the protruding 
istarftadi of a dm Jamaica 19m 
bang bottle noun S&HidcgnuK w» 

Bang-clap nickname Bang! I I 11 ill Durir the Vietnam war, 
Bangkok was a rest and recreation destination, with plenty of sex 
and almost as much venereal disease us, mi 
banged adjective intoxicated on a drug, especially marijuana us. mo 
banged up adjective 1 II I I I I ked in 1 police or prison 
cell; generally, imprisoned I he image of a cell door having been 
banged shut Closely fol owing the verb sense which is first 
recorded in 1950 ( ik, 1 a . 2 pregnant m wZealand, 2002 
banger noun 1 a sausage. Perhaps from the resemblance to a 
bludgeon uk a a. 2 a firework producing a loud bang uk 1959. 3 a 
detonator uk, 1966. 4 a near-derelict motor vehicle, usually a car or 
van. From the back-firing of.a wortrtut or poorly-maintained 
engine uk, m2. 5 a cylinder in a car engine Usually prefaced with a 
numeral us mo 6 a fender, especially a front fender us was. 7 a 
boxer who relies on brute strength and aggressive tactics us 1968. 

8 in hot rodding and motor rating, a collision us 1933. 9 a gang 
member. Shortened form of gangbanger. us, toss. 10 a heavy metal 
music enthusiast who dances with zeal us. 2001. 11 a hypodermic 
needle and syringe os ns,. 12 a kiss, especially one that is 
forcefully delivered uk. isos. 13 in pool, an unski led it forceful 
player us. mo. 14 a hilhard hall Usually in the plural, extended 
from the sense as 'testicle' uk urn. 15 in the casino game Keno, 
life punch topi used to make holes in tickets showing the- 
numbers bet on: ysjm 
bangers noun mi 

Bangers nickname Bangkok 

bangers and mash noun an act of urination Rhyming slang for 
slash, formed from one of the great dishes of British cuisine uk 

bang gotcher noun 1 film < th rn genre From children's 
recreation of the cowboy action n such films: tiring toy (or 
pretend) guns, crying 'Bang! Got you!' so their play-enemies don’t 
m is the point Australia, 1953 

banging adjective 1 drug-in- m 1 2 iderful, great, 

excellent. Originally recorded by I rancis Grose in 1788 and possibly 
anticipated two centuries earlier; in the 1990 s 'banging' enjoyed 
jSSei/Vifiie popularity of a new coinage. Also vipiant 'bangin’ uk 1&7 
banging-off noun sexual intercourse. Royal Navy use uk rest 
Bangla noun a Bangladeshi Singapore, 2002 

bang on verb 1 to talk lengthily and repetltiously about a particular 
topic uk, 1959. 2 in computing, to sublett a piece of equipment or a 
new program to a stress test us mi 
bang on adverb / World War 2 Royal Air 

Force bomber crews for 'hang on the target'; adopted into civilian 
usage as soon as the war was over uk 1943 
bang on it adjective drunk of drug-intoxicated UK iocs 
bang on the latch noun a last drink after closing time Ireland, 2003 
bang on the money adjective absolutely correct, exact uk im 
bang out verb 1 to manufacture or produce something, especially 
without care; to distribute something uk 2000. 2 to eject from a 


fighter plane i.jk an. 3 when freefalling from a plane, to spread 
your body irlfffist wide shape uk 1995 
bang out Of order adjective >see: OUT OF ORDER 
bang shift noun a quick, forceful gear shift while racing us. ns 
bang-shoot noun any thing, matter or business at issue at the 
moment. A playful variation of shebang and shooting match; 
usually heard as 'the whole bang-shoot' uk 1934 

bangster noun a needle-using drug addict us. 1950 

bang stick noun a firearm UK,:m: 

bangtail noun 1 a racehorse. 

From the practice of bobbing the horse's tail us, 1921. 2 a return- 
address envelope sent with a bill, containing a product offer on a 
detachable portion,of the envelope flap us, 1986 
bang to rights adjective 1 dm ting n ib ilute ertainty that fully 
justifies arrest on a criminal charge, as when caught red-handed 
Intensifies 'to rights' (fairly, legally) uk 1904. 2 by extension, 
describing a satisfactory state of affairs uk m2 
bang-up noun a period during which a prisoner is locked In a cell. 
From the verb UK-fCH? 

bang up verb 1 t nject a dru 21 1 ire marijuana as a 

cigarette uk 2000. 3 in prison, to lock someone or be locked into a 
cell uk i9so. 4 to end a poker ga##(iiK 1979 
bang-up adjective excellent; first-rate Ireland, im 
banja xverb lo batter, to beat, to destroy someone or something 
IRklAND, 1939 

banjaxed adjective 1 not in work'ng order. Given fresh Impetus in 
the UK in the 1970 s by popular broadcaster lerry Wogan, possibly 
frdfrr.tbe phonetic similarityiSthe then unacceptable bollocksed 
Ireland. 1939. 2 drunk having on the sense 'not in working order', 
smashed uk ^fa- 

banjo noun i a gen rously propor ner id i h or filled roll. In 
(’Solitary use in forms such as an 'egg banjo' or a 'chip banjo' uk 
mi. 2 in prison, any food that has been acquired by illicit means 
uk mo. 3 a shovel uk 1918. 4 the rear end of a car or truck us mi. 

5 in rugby, a head-high tackle m w/ island, ras 
banjo verb 1 to be < n >ne 1 m banjax > latter) uk 1982 . 2 to 
murder someone uk, 1999. 3 to force open a door or window UK mi 
banjoed adjective broken down, battered. From banjo (to beat), ulti¬ 
mately from banjax (to destroy) uk, iw? 
banjo player noun a born id-(in-)bred untry-dweller. Probabl 
inspired by 'Duelling Banjos', a musical sequence in the film 
Deliverance, 1972, in which the guitar symbolises urban America 
and the banjo represents an impoverished rural existence uk 2001 
bank noun 1 money, wealth us, mi. 2 a sum of money ready for 
immediate use, especially for gan idling Australia, mo. 3 a person 
who finances a gamb ing enterprise us, raw. 4 a prison cell for 
solitary confinement 1 is, m2. 5 a toilet us 1945. ► on the bank 
subsisting on b ► take it to the bank; 

put it in the bank 1.0 be very sure of a fact us. 1977 
bank verb 1 to enj ou elf 1 in uting n i bank holiday 
BARBADOS, 1965. 2 to Drove someone guilty of a crime US 1992. 3 to 
$wrrf4tpd someone to beat us 1997 
bank bandit noun barbitura < ipsul 1 ther central nervous 
system depressant. Possibly from the calming effect that enables 
crijoin&ls to overcome nerves us. 1992 
banked out adjective rich us, 2002 

banker noun 1 a usurer, an illegal lender of money us ms. 2 a 
criminal who controls a stock ul forged currency notes uk mo. 3 a 
person with a large sum of gambling money Australia, 1979. 4 the 
operator of an illegal numbers racket 01 lottery us 1959. s in a 
functionally compartmentalised illegal drug operation, the person 
who receives payment for drugs bought us 19,37. 6 a creek, river, 
etc, full to overfl ng >see: merchant banker 

banker's bit noun to ten years. A common 

sentence for bankers caught commitihg fraud us, 1950 
banker's row noun a line of ide-by- le high-yield gold seams 
CANADA 










33 


banker's set | bares 


banker's set noun in dominoes, ihe 3-2 piece So named because 
opponents cannot score on ft us Wk 
banking noun masturbation. From Barclay's bank for wank uk m3 
bank off verb to place a prisoner in a punishment cell us mi 
bank repairs noun a lac&tffinancing us. 1954 
bankroll verb to finance a project The image of a roll of banknotes 

bank shot noun a delayed fuse hell 11 II tank in such a 
manner as tP bounce off an objget^nd around a corner to 
explode at or near the target Borrowed from any number of 
jpbrte-and games, Vietnam war usage us, 1990 
bank teller job noun in horse racTig, a bet on the surest of sure 
things. So certain is the bettor of winning that he could safely 
borrow money from a bank one day, bet it that afternoon, and. 
pay it back the next (Say Australia. re® 
bank up verb to save money Bahamas, tjfe 

banter noun slang. By extension from its conventional senses uk, 2000 

banyan noun am a naval 

vessel uk m 7 

banzai noun in drag racing, a complete effort us, ms 
banzai! used at in expre nofjoyande itement us, ms 
bap noun a sophisticated and privi eged Black American woman. An 
acronym, on the model of jap (a fewish-American Princess) us, 2001 
bap verb to shoot someone or something us. i%6 
baparazzi noun j m 1 1 rapher 1 ialise in catching their 

subjects topless. A play on baps (the breasts) and 'paparazzi' uk 200.3 
baphead noun a fool Black and urban youth slang uk 2001 
bappo noun a baptist Australia, 1953 
baps noun the female breasts After the small soft bread rolls 

AUSfRAtJA, 1992 


ihexpetteflcec! soldier's first combat experi- 


Baptist bag noun a brown paper bag in which a bottle of beer can 
be concealed us. 1992 

bar nouni a pound Di I from F man ultimately Romany 
bauro (heavy or big); usually in the phrase ‘half a bar 1 (until 
decimalisation in 1971: ten shillings; post-decimalisation: SOp) 
although inflation seems to have had an effect uk 1911. 2 one 
million dollars us. 1 w. 3 a package of heroin us, ms. 4 a block of 
cannabis resin weighir g ; pproxin ately a ki ogram us, i%7. 5 used 
as a name for any vai able object ( is 1 ..... 6 an erection. Especially 
used in the form ‘have a bar' uk mu ► not stand a bar of; 
not have a bar of 1 imeone or 

something, to be unable to tolerate someone SttfiimetWfig' 

AUSTRALIA. 1933- 

bar verb 1 (especia ly in Queensland) to claim something as your 
right; to reserve something Australia, 1971. 2 to give somebody a 
ride on the bars Or your bicycle NEwz&um 1959 
bar adjective a ’minus' attached to a grade us. i9ss 

bar preposition 

excluded from the Differed odds mo 
bar! used as a call in children's games, chiefly in Queensland and 
New South Wales,tb.jrtijijate that one is SBjlfrom being caugftf, 
or tagged Australia. 2003 

barb noun 1 a barbiturate us a«, 2 a college student who is not a 
fraternity member. The fraternity system is known as-the 'Greek 
society’, and- in Greek a 'barbarian' was any non-Greek us m> 
Barbara Hutton noun in h II m poker, a five nd ten as the first 
two cards dealt to a player. Hutton (1913-1979) was heiress to the 
Woolworth fortune Woolworth was ttrS-fserfiest five andflks: cent 
ifi America us. imt 

barbecue noun 1 oyed a brief and 

2 

prisoner locked in a cell us, 1992. 3 a napalm bombing os, re®. 

4 radiation treatment. Medic,j slang us, 1994. s a fatal overdose of 
narcotics us, 1192. 6 an attractive girl or woman us, ms 


barbecue verb to put someone to death by electrocution us, 1990 
barbed wire nickname Castlemaine XXXX beer. From the 
resemblance of the four Australia,, tm 
barbed wire city noun a military stockade us, 1964 
barber noun 1 a thief who operates by stealth Derives from the 
thiefs ability to 'cut and trim’ Australia ms. 2 in pool, a close 
«(K;.«suaUy made intentiosallyto' avoid a sciatcn us. ms 
Barber noun ► the Barber die Greymouth wind coming across 
and off the Mawhera River new Zealand. 199s 
barber verb 1 to rob hotel >m l , 2 to talk to gossip. 
Derives from, a stereotypical''barber's inconsequential but incessant 
chatter with a chair-bound custsmsros ms 
barber chair noun in gging the tun > left from a poorly cut tree, 
'Which ih'feiling leaves an upright large spllpterus mi 
barber pole noun in casino gambling, a bet comprised of various 
coloured chips us, re® 
barber shop noun in 
Citizens' band radio slang us, 1977 

barbidex noun a combination of central nervous system stimulants 
and depressants us. 1992 

barbie noun 1 a 2 Joor party centred 

around food cooked oh a barbecue Australia, mi 
Barbie; Barbie Doll noun 1 ■ who conforms 

-tft the role-model of the blonde-haired, blue-eyed plastic doll. A 
generally derisory usage; from Barbie™, a manufactured dot) orig¬ 
inally intended for young girls, which has become a cultural 
symbol. Also variant. 'Barbie Girl' us. 19 76. 2 a barbiturate capsule us. 

barbied adjective used of a woman who has become subservient to a 
' ffian, From barbie doll, an idealised concept of womanhood 
manufactured and marketed by Mattel uk 1996 

Barclaycard noun 1 n-off hotgun 1 d 0 I.. doors off their 

hinges. From ihe credit card's advertising slogan 'A Barclaycard 
gets you anywhere' uk ms 

Barclay's Bank; barclay noun of a male, an act of masturbation. 
Rhyming slang for wank (masturbation); probably, according to 
most authorities, sirrctthe 1930s uk. m 
Barcoo buster noun 1 1 il I in nid 1 ujth Queensland. 

The Barcoo Shim is one .of the most Jaftted. areas in Australia 

AUSTRALIA, 1943 

Barcoo rot noun a type of scurvy caused by a lack of fresh food 
AUSTRALIA, ISW 

Barcoo spews noun 1 in li 1I1 haracterised by vomiting. 

Named after a river in Queensland Australia, 1901 
bare adverb very, many uk zoos 
bare-ass; bare-assed adjective naked uk uo? 
bareback verb 1 1 engage in - 1 1 1 1 ndom us. 1970. 2 to 

SUifT/Sithout a wetsuit us mi 

bareback adjective in t 1 in I 1 1 itbout a trailer us. 

bareback adveib 1 1 1 1 1 I in us, re® 

bareback rider noun n m h ha e il it using a condom 

barefoot adjective 1 (of sex) without a condom us. 190,3. 2 (of a car or 
truck) lacking one or more tyres us mo 3 (of a citizens' band 
radio) operating without a power booster us mo. 4 in craps, said of 
a bet on the pass line without odds taken us m3 
barefooted adjective (of a drink) undiluted©5, imt 
barefoot pilgrim noun in the used car business, a naive, trusting, 
unsophisticated customer us re® 
barefoot rice noun plain rice Bahamas, ms 

bare metal noun a new computer which is not equipped with even 
an operating system^, mi 
bare-pole adjective naked Canada, im 
bares noun the hare fists-US im 




barf | Barney's brig 
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barf noun beef us, ms 

barf verb i to vomit us mss. 2 in computing, to fail to operate us, 
mss. 3 in hot rodding and drag racing, to damage something 
completely Gif|}MialIyi;tfaving parts scattered us, re ' 
barfbag noun 1 a bag provided 1 lir I iir pa engers, to use for 
vomiting us, rea, 2 by extension, a despicable person us 1973 
barf, beer and a cigar noun a fighter pilot's breakfast us, re® 


barley! used as a i ill 1 hildren im I rhaf from French 
parlez (to parley) Used to indicate that one is sale (rom being 
caught or tagged Same jocular use by adults uk is« 
barley mo 'noun 1 momei An elat ration 1 mo formed on Barley 
Mow, a popular pub name UK 200s 
barley pop noun beer us, 197s 
barley water noun beer us re® 


barf buddy noun a dnnkmg CQfti|>aniQ0 us. 

barficnounan tin ..1 1 r graph eited with keyboard 

Characters us. ises 

bar-fly noun it frequent frequenter In rnd saloons us, re« 

barf me out! used for ?sp;essing disgust us rest 

barfola used as a general-purpose, all-round expression of disgust 

barf whiff noun thftf odduraf vomit U£ 
barfy adjective unpleasant, disgusting us, r957 
bargain noun a stroke of good luck us re® 

bargain day noun in 1 riminal proceeding the final day before trial 
when the prosecuting attorney will accept a lesser guilty plea us 

barge noun 1 any I irge ir. A nauti I compari n imilartothe 
more generic boat 2 in ill board us i 963 . 3 a 

large vagina 

barge verb to come; to go; to leave; to arrive; to move us, 1929 
barge in verb to 11 in is a 1 nterfere, espe ill if udely or clumsily 

barge pole noun a large pentsiM, Sf? 

bar girl noun 1 bar Australia, mss 

bargoo noun a mixture of meat and vegetables cooked together in a 
boiling kettle cant\da, mss 

bargoon adjective cheap; at an unusually low price Canada, 2002 
bar-hop verb to move in a group bom one bar to another, stopping 
at each for a drink or two US, 194s 
bari noun a barttohesaxophone us, mss 
baries noun bare feet ucseal^Sf^j^' 
bark noun 1 the skin uk ms. 2 money us 1973. 3 a cough uk, 1937 


bark verb 1 to cough 1 % 1937. 2 to brag us, re®. 3 lo tell a lie us 1997. 

► bark the tires n the tyres on 

, road .while shifting gears us m2 

barker noun 1 a pe 1 1 hi tand itthedi r of a business calling 
out to people passing by, trying to iuretftem into the business uk 
mm. 2 an unsophisticated mastei of ceremonies us, ms6. 3 an 
antique dealer's assistant 111 - 4 in < raps payed in a casino, the 
Slick-man, the stickman controls the pace'of the game and 
engages in steady bantei with the p aye's us, reaj. 5 a dog uk re®. 

6 a person with a nasty cough I rom the verb barkuk 1937. 7 a 
singer us 1973. 8 a handgun us ism 
barkers noun shoes An extension of the much more commonly 
used dogs (shoes) us, mm 


barker's eggnouna piece of dog excrement Australia, mss 
barkey; barkie; barky noun a sailor 1 he tern' appears to derive 
from Italian banc (a boat), perhaps from 'barque' uk 2002 
barking adjective 1 11 11 1 Der'ves, in me 1 1 n ihe 

behaviour of a mad, rabid or over-excited doguK im 
barking cockroach noun the notional creature blamed when 
someone in a crowd farts Bermuda, mss 


Barlinnie drumstick noun 1 ea; n n ( ed from a length of 
lead pipe and a few na%.,Barlinme is a Glasgow prison wr 

SCOTLAND, 

barmpot noun . | - in hoi deranged, craz or eccentric. A 
fusion of barmy and potty, u n 1 I n 1 1 (a dialect term 
'■fir ’ye@Stj UK, ?®i 

barmy noun a m id re entri per 1 erives f >m barm, a dialect 
term for 'yeast'. An ear v source remarks 'frothing like barm hence, 
vajl of ferment, flighty, empty-headed'. It is probably relevant to 
note also the lunatic asylum built in 1828 at Banning Heath, Kent 
(now the site of Maidstone -Hospital) uk mr 
barmy adjective mad; eccentric uk issi 

Barmy Army nickname fans . team uk reus, 

barmy wagon noun an ambulance used for the secure transport of 
the insane. From barmy (a mac or eccenlr's person) UK 1959 
barn noun 1 in trucking, a truck garage us 19711. 2 in poker, a hand 
consisting of three cards of the same suit and a pair. 
-Conventionally known as a 'full house' us mss 
Barnaby Rudge; barnaby noun a judge Rhyming slang, formed on 
the title of the Dicken's novel uk i960 
barnburner noun 1 an exciting A ever rthing is. 12a 
Tnemberofthe Royal Canadian Mounted Police. From an 
unfortunate miscalculation of force in the 1970s that led to the 
burning of a barnyfiere separatists rtritwitfi American Black 
Panthers Canada, im 
barnburner wizard noun 

Barn dance noun 1 1 1 1 1 mer f[ estrians as soon as 

traffic signals permit. From the name of Henry Barnes, New Yofit-S 
traffic commissioner in the 1960s Australia, im 
barndance card noun a debriefing after combat us, 1992 
barn disease noun he man > undin 1 motorcyle that has 
been left idle for several years Biker (motorcycle) usage us. mi 
barn door noun 1 the fly on a pair of trousers. Used in the 
euphemistic warning: 'Your barn door is open' us. mso. 2 any target 
that is too large to miss uk «.-v 3 an extremely large halibut 
Alaskan and Canadian usage i \nada 1 & 4 in stage lighting, and 
the television: and film industries, blinders used to focus a stupl 
lamp. Conventiona ly krtown as a 'variab e mask' us, mw. s a type 
Of fuel injection system us. ms 
barnet noun the head. From barnet fair (the hair) uk im 
barnet fair; barnet noun , usually 

compressed to 'barnet' Barnet I air, itself had ceased be a major 
event at least 50 years before this slang was coined 
barney noun 1 a fight or argument I rom British dialect Australia, 
isss. 2 a police officer us, m-w 3 an unattractive, unpopular young 
man us ms7. 4a new Internet user whose interest will soon lapse 
us mu. 5 in li¬ 
pid placed over a cafhera tjs. 1977 

barney verb 1 to argue about something At istralia, 1942. 2 to travel in 
’. high style us. 1949 

Barneyanonoun pee h ritin in im ie 1 itiri il truth, 
without avoiding anything Canada, 2002 


barking dogs noun tired feet US, re® 

barking spider noui si when someone 

in a crowd farts us, m89 

Bar-L noun ► the Bar-L HM Prison Barlinnie in the East End of 
Glasgow UK: SCOTC4M&; ms 

barley noun beef us re» 


Barney moke noun 1 1 1 1 ua inter >ur Rhyming slang for 

poke; a suggestive contrast with barney (an argument). Sometimes 
shortened to 'Barneys. From an earlier pckpocklSf use of the 
rhyme for 'poke' fyt &Pg Of pocket) uk, im 
Barney’s brig noun the essence of disorder. The full expresSSif 
includes 'both main tacks over the foreyard', showing the nautical 
origins if not explaining who Barney -was us. rezs 
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Barney's bull | bar up 


Barney's bull noun i ndition iall hie r or negative 

state. Originally 'to be like Barney's bull meant 'extremely fatigued 
or distressed'; Partridge noted the range extended as: 'bitched, 
buggered, and bewildered like Barney's bull'; 'well fucked and far 
from home like Barney's built and 'all behind life limey's bull'. In 
2003 a quick search of the Internet revealed: 'buggered like 
Barney’s bull' front the; northeast (JK; 'more mixed tfptfoan 
Barney's Bull' from western Canada, of Scots-lrish descent; 'get 
into more trouble than Barney's buir|Sp'. Australia; and 'mad as 
Barney's bull'-Kg im 

barnie noun a big fight or punch-up south Africa 

barn money noun n i i - i i o ..I -i I lurporte I 

nloTned back 'rs'ders us 

barnstorm verb lo travel from town to town, performing, competing 
or campaigning us. im 

barnyard expression; barnyard language noun profanity us, ism 
barnyard golf noun the ime f borsesh pit hingc/s, 1925 
barnyard hen noun 1 1 r< til tte notfa ure< ) let pimp r/s. 1957 
barnyard polka noun the elaborate, careful walk of a person trying 
not to step in cow manure Canada, jss 7 
bar of chocolate noun ay senior 

officers. Royal Navy, usually phrased as 'get a bar of chocolate' uk 

bar of soap noun 1 1 11 it 11 1 bb.inin in 1 dope, a bar of 
cannabis may coincidentally resemble a bar ot soap (see soap 
bar), but the usage is simply a convenient rhyme Rhyming slang 
often clips, here giving bar an alternate etymology us, 1940. 2 in 
dominoes, the double blankets; im 
baron noun in pn n | erfi criminal hose influence is built 
on illegal trading in drugs, tobacco, ph^jai cards or money. From 
the conventional sense of 'baron' (a man of power and influence) 
uk, 1950. ► on the baron free. Royal Navy usage uk m2 
barossanoun i il h nin li for Bar i Pearl (a popular 
white wirlg ); Australia, 19m 
barouche; cabouche noun a car; a taxi UK 19m 
barranoun a barrumundMUSJ®B4 

barrack verb 1 f idicul om ne 0 jeer 1 omeone Piobably 
from Northern Ireland dialect sense 'to brag or boast' Australia, 

1878. 2 in sport, to cheer for a team; to support a person or team; 
hence, to Cheer on a person. The usual meaning since 194$ 
AUSTRALIA. 1890 

barracker noun a team; a 

supporter Australia, 1 889 

barrack-room lawyer; barrack-lawyer noun anyone unqualified 
who argues knowledge ol rules, regulations oi law, especially in a 
petty CDnfrorfjjibn with authority; hence a .generally 
argumentative person of the Tknow better than you'-type, 
Ohginally military uk, m 3 
barracouter noun a Tasmanian Australia, 19m 
barracuda noun an aggressive, unprincipled person os, 1957 
barrel noun 1 a tablet of LSD Usually in the plural os 1971. 2 a 
perfect wave breaking us 1991. 3 a cylinder in an car engine os ms. 
4 in pool, a betting unit us rat ► have someone over a 
barrel to have im n it a disad 1 ge • ► in the 
barrel in pi 1 in, especial in litary confinement os 1992. 

► right into your barrel; right up your barrel decidedly your 
concern, interest, business Australia, 1942 


barrel fever noun uffered l in ilcoholic os >949 

barrelhouse noun some combination of brothel, bar and rooming 

barrel roll noun northern Laos 

in support of the Royal Lao Government, against the Pathet Lao 
8Bd Ncrttt Vietnamese forces,us, »Sei 
barrier rogue noun the starting bar¬ 

rier AUS7RAUA 1982 

barrier-to-box noun in h< e racing le entire length of the race 

AUSTRALIA 19 S 9 

barrio noun a disadvantaged neigh! urh » Liverpool usage; 
adopted from conventional 'barrio' (a'Sp&riish speaking 
neighbourhood in a US city) to give a romantic identity to an 
urban locality uk 2002 

barrow noun ► on my barrow giving me troubfebsc 1956 usee: 

BORROW PIT 

barrow wheel noun ik, 1984 

barrynounia uth I lira 1 ind down a Fenland village 
street with very loud music blaring from the car’s sound-system 
and, apparently, a hoe sticki^dut of the boot Local teen slang, 
pronably originally mocking an actual boy called Barry ox- England, 
2094. 2 something shockingly bad Australia, 1997 
barry adjective I e ellen 1 rful Edinburgh slang, widely 
used in Irvine Welsh, Trainspi wrap 1993, but not in the film uk 
SC&TCaNd 1993 

Barry Crocker noui rung slang for 

shocker. After Barry Crocker, born 1935, Australian singer and 
actor Who, amongst other things, starred in the title role of the 
Barry McKenzie films of the 1970s, based on the slang-rich 
cartoon script by Barry Flumphries originally published in Private 
Eye in the 1960s Australia >997 

Barry McGuigan; Barry noun . rung slang 

for ‘big 'un', formed from the name ol the bantam/featherweight 
boxer from 'Northern Ireland (b. 1961) uk 2003 
barry up vert 1 enhan in (old) ir in a manner designed to be 
noticed. The identity of the Barry honoured with this coinage is 
unknown uKms 

Barry White; Barry noun 1 excrement; hence rubbish. 
Contemporary rhyming sic ng for suit:, based on the name of soul 
singer Barry While, 1944-2003 ut 2002. 2 ,1 fright Popney rhyming 
slang, based on the name of soul singerparry White, 1944-2003. 
■Ropneyfyapr contrived for www rrtusiiM&eo.vkj an Internet'music 

Barry White; Barry adjective inferior; shoddy fix 2003 
Barry-Whiter noun an event that la 1 nil especially a drinking 
spree or a rave Rhyming si; ng foi 'a l-nightef; based on the name 
of US singer Barry White, 1944-2003. Remembered by JSttlthart 
Teller, Wfiters News, 2003 uK ms 
barse-ackwards adjective end-firstt$ im 
bar steward noun a bastard. A jocular euphemism; although well 
known previously, widely popularised in the late 1990s as an 
advertising strapline for Heineken Exdbrti^t}: 'From yit#* 
smooth-talking bar steward’ uk mi 
bar stool noun 1 1 “li - hr I ir- -1 1 rely driven us, 1992. 

2 used as a euphemism for 'bastard' Jocular ox 1999 
bartnoun a 11111 1 1 inclir I 1 1 iall 1 youth gang 
member us 19S3 


barrel vert 1 to knock someone over; to flatten someone; also, to 
beat up someone, to punch someone, to deliver a blow Australia, 
(969. 2 to scold someone Prison usage newzealand, 1999. 3to hold 
someone at bay; lo corner someone Australia, nss. 4 to drive at 
great speed 1 AusrR$M t 

barrel-ass; barrel vert to move ra; II generally oblivious to any 
Obstacles us im 

barrel-back with barn doors noun a 1946 Ford Monarch. The 
'bam doors' ear s wood ti|Sf|/s, 1992 

barreled out adjective in [ I, depl lofm ley to bet us, raso 


barter verb (among young women in Montreal) to trade sexual 
favours for desired gifts Canada. 2002 
Bart's nickname t ill i I II H | Il il L I Ion UK 1937 
Bart Simpson noun i a type of LSD identified by an icon of the 
cartoon hero. Bart Simpson, an animated character, was created by 
Matt Groenmg in 1987 uk 1996. 2 a variely of MDMA, the rec- 
rfeationod drug best known as ecstasy, identified by the embossed 
motif ox 2002. 3 heroin OX-OT? 

bar up verb 1 to get an erection Australia ra®. 2 to become excited 
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bas noun a bastard, generally in its slang sense. Pronounced, and 
occasionally written 'bahss' or 'bass' in accordance with the-ft|k t 
pronuncation of 'bastard' Wmz- 
Basco noun a person of Basque extraction Canada, m3 
base noun i freebase cocaine; basic cocaine from which the hydro¬ 
base verb i to moke reebase line 2toargueu raw. 

3 to verbally attack someone using sarcasm to convey an accurate 
if appraisal fie®, An abbreviation of'd ik, <w 
baseball noun i I mosexual activi t I irmat in from the use 
of pitch and catch as terms meaning 'to have the active and 
passive roles in homosexual sex’ us ras9. 2a defensive 
fragmentation hand grenade that explodes on impact, used in 
Vietnam. Shaped and sized like a baseball us. 1991. 3 in horse 
racing, a bet on one hi^fein one race and all horses in another 
us. 1976. 4 crack cocaine uk 1998 

Baseball Annie noun lable sexually 

professional baseball players os 1949 
baseball bat noun the penis*1999 
baseball bum noun in craps, the number nine us. 1949 
baseballer noun icaine as, 1992 

baseball whiskers noun a sparsely bearded face us, m 
base bludger noun 1 111 ml rofth er ice ho is stationed at 
tfeh^se. Derogatory-AOSHi«-/A 1 m 
base camp commando; base camp desk jockey noun somebody 
with bel icose opinions about the way the war should be 
conducted but no intention of leaving their post away from 
combat to d& ft Vietnam war usage us, me 
base crazies noun 1 n hin beha ur experienced by 
crack cocaine users us m 9 

base crazy noun a drug user who searches on hands and knees for 

base dealer noun r card 11 h leal it 11 1 he bottom of a 
deck us, ms 

based out adjective used of a crack or freebase addict who is unable 
Itp; Control usage t* ace? 

base gallery noun 1 1 1 1 I 1 il iin le e 1 eebase cocaine users 

pay to enter and then buy and smoke freebase cocaine. 

An extension pt'shooting gallery us, 1992 

base head noun 

base house noun cocaine is 

■’ 'jfipd. A term and concept that alftjt# vanished with the advent of 
crack cocaine in the mid-1980s us. 1992 
baseman noun a drug user who smokes freebase cocaine us, 1 992 
basementnoun hannel one in citizen band radio us razs. ► in 
the basement in stud poker, dealt facing down us, ms 
base out verb to idigflwze rase 
baser noun a user if freebase iineus, ras9 
bases loaded noun in craps, bets placed on every possible tqjnbi- 

nstRsm. >» 

base wallah noun r member fthe ervice hoi stationed at the 
base. Derogatory Australia, ms 

base walloper noun 1 nilitar 1 er e ing it i rear echelon base 

NEW ZEALAND, 2002 

bash noun i an attempt, iry, go uk. ms. 2 a party uk. 1901. 3 a drag 
racing event 4 I n 1 per lally it fast and 

arduous. The Brighton Bash' is from London to Brighton and 
back uk i96i. 5 a route march, as in '5-mile-bash', etc. Military 
usage uk 1984. 6 an act oi sexual intercourse uk 1979. 7 a person 
judged on their sexual performance Australia iseu. 8 marijuana. 

A possible pppiSh bang (marijuana) or misspelling of bush 
(marijuana) us. mi. 9 a dent put into a felt hat to make it look 
better, especially an Australian Army slouch \ta Australia, 195 4. 

► on the bash /k raw 

bash verb 1 to criticise meone ( < nething Often combined as a 

suffix with the object of criticism uk 1 ,u. 2 to hit someone uk 1 790. 


3 while surfing, to slam into a wave us 1991. 4 lo work as a 
prostitute uk mi. s lo eat with great fervour us, 1945. 6 to indulge 
in heavy drinking Australia, 1947. ► bash ears to talk on the 
telephone. Teen slang us ,uu. ► bash one out (of a male) to 
masturbate uk 2002. ► bash someone's ear to talk to someone 
at length Australia, ms. ► bash the bishop (of a male) to 
masturbate. Based on a perceived resemblance between the erect 
.penis and a conventional chess piece or; possibly, the helmet arid 
an episcopal mitre; bishops may also be 'banged', 'battered', 
'beaten', 'buffed', 'captured', 'flipped', 'flogged' and. 'murdered'; 
notwithstanding, the bishop has also inspired punning variants: 
'cardinals', 'obsolete Jesuits', 'pope', 'priests' and 'one-eyed monk' 
uk 1961. ► bash the bottle 1.0 dhru aland to excess Australia, 
i 97 i. ► bash the spine to sleep Australia, un. ► bash wheels 
in the usage of youthful model road racers (slot car racers), to race 

basha; basher noun 1 n I e n tern; ir 1 lelter Originally 
Assamese for a 'bamboo hut'; acquired by the military and now in 
pse among the UK)iS#me)ess uk mi 
bash artist noun a person prone to fighting newzealand, ms 
bash down verb to record a Song in one takeUK rasa 
bashed adjective drunk us, 1982 

basher noun 1 II travel for as 

far as is possible in thp train behind a specific locomotive uk 2cm. 

2 a prize-fighter; a thug ur 193 3aphysica training instructor. 
Military uk 1943. 4 a fast, reckless skie us m 5 in the television 
and film industries, a simple 5.00 watt flood lightds i960 
bashie noun an impr nptu part ada me 
bashing noun 1 heavy losses. Usually as 'get a bashing' or 'take a 
bashing' uk. ms. 2 a beating-up; a beating uk ms 
-bashing suffix vig rou ( impu 1 1 1 1 Militar in combination 

with an appropriate noun: spud-bashing (potato peeling) and 
square-bashing (military parade-drjll) uk 1943 
bash it up you! alia, m3 

bashment noun a dance party; a form of reggae music Barbados, me 
bash up verb 1 i t someone up uk 1954. 2 to 

construct something with haste and a lack 0' erne, new Zealand, 1999 
bashy adjective excellent, best. Urban youth slang UK 200s 
basie; basey noun 1 pe < diving in military base us, 1993. 2 an 
Antarctica expeditioner A South African contribution to South Pole 
slang ANTARCTICA, 1964 

Basil Boli; Basil noun excrement in tofe retion Modern 
rhyming slang for toley (a turd), based on I rench footballer Basil 
Boli who played for Glasgow Rangers and was riot highly regarded 
$y the fans uk scffnim, 2m 

Basil Brush noun 1 marijuana. I rom the herb 'basil', thus punning 
Ton weed (marijuana), elaborated as the name of a elevision 
puppet; at times shortened to a simple 'basil' uk 19%. 2 the vaginal 
infection Candida albicans, 'Commonly called thrush. 

Contemporary rhyming slang, based on a puppet fox with a 
distinctive laugh (Boom! BoomlJyjjfSputer.on children's television 
in the 1960s and 70s UK 2O02 

Basil Fawlty noun 1 I i type of irried dish) Rhyming slang uk 

basinful noun as much as you can tolerate uk ms 

basing gallery noun e cocaine is 

smoked in freebase form us, im 

basin of gravy; basin noun 1 I riper il formed rhyming 
slang Uk mi 

baskervilles noun who has assisted 

life police in some other way in the rhaM'tjgspf an arrest A play op. 
dog, referring to The Hound of the Baskervilles by Arthur Conan 
Doyle, 1902. AUSTRALIA, 1973 

basket nouni adz 11 ble pe n;useda 1 euphemism for'bastard' 

2 3 a 

woman's labia us, 1949. 4 an elderly woman Disrespectful; possibly 
deriving from a play on old bag 1 u 1 m. 5 di roulette, a bet on zero, 
double zero and two. Sometimes expanded to 'basket bet' us, wm 
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basket! | bathtub speed 


basket! used for expressing great frustration Singapore, 2002 
basketball noun 1 1 letr it 1 n m 1 1 mi 11 in illuminate the 
terrain below us, urn. 2a 250 mg capsule of Placidyl™ (ethchlor- 
vynol), a hypnotic dtxjfvs: 3992 

basket case noun 1 1 er n h emoti 1 II debilitated us. 1952. 

2 any dysfunctiona organisation or entity uk 1973 
basket days noun days iofgpod weather us. ms 
basketful of meat noun a large penis. From basket us, m 
basket head noun a Vietnamese peasant. Alluding to the straw hats 

basket of snakes noun in a car, an exhaust system with individual 
headers thatiht#$if!t#'ys >9ss 
baskets noun the female breasts us. m 
basket shopping noun the [ 11 if ot ing the crotch of a 
clothed male to gauge the size of his penis. Also known as ‘basket 
watching' us, 1964 

basketweave nickname Highway 401 (the Frans-Canada) across 
Toronto Canada, 2002 

basket weaver noun 1 tight trousers, 

thus displaying the countour of his genu I 2 m 1 I id 

of simple values and an unsophisticated, lifestyle. Derogatory 
AfJSTmmgm 

basking shark noun a Citroen DS or Citroen ID car. Car dealers' 
slang; from the shape and appearance uk, mi 
Basra belly noun diarrhoea experienced by travellers in the Middle 
EastK 1976 

bass noun i 2 a defiant, tough 

pefSQh; An abbreviation of bad ass us. 2002 
bassackwards adjective in the in il An intentionally jumbled 
ass backwards. US quotation expert Fred Shapiro recently found 
the term used:by Abraham Lincoln in 1865, a substantial' 
antedating us, ms 

bastard noun 1 n ,1 i< lisr | tec >er n a derogatory 
insult or challenging form afaddress to someone considered 
objectionable. Originally, 'a person born out of wedlock', the value 
of the insult has survived since C16 and ignored the current social 
acceptance of illegitimate status uk 1598. 2 a fellow, a man. With 
reduction, from partial to almost full, of the negative senset/S, mi. 

3 used as a term of endearment Affectionate usage with no 
pejorative connotation; whilst by no means exclusive to Australia 
in this sense, it is almost the defining Australian clichb; on aupar 
Tisiith 'G'day'. Recorded in New Zealand: 'You area fight bastard, 
aren't youT Australia 4 a Hung, especially one causing 

prc ► as a bastard used to 

intensify a personal quality or condition uk 2002 ► happy as a 
bastard on Father's Day - reme inhapp The idea is that a 
bastard does nol knows theii father and so cannot celebrate on 
Father's Day Australia, m2. ► like a bastard used im: 

► lonely as a 

bastard on father's day 

bastard adjective I I I III e 1 1 11 -d as an Intensifies uk m2 

-bastard- infix used fag:,an intensifier uk, stm 

bastard amber noun I 1 1 I 1 itir el for the theatre Canada, 


bastard from the bush noun a person from the country who 
comesto the city and behaves unmannerly way, FfOTfa 
bawdy ballad so titled, based on the poem 'The Captain of the 
.psh’ (1892) by Henry IsavmnAUSTRAUA, m2 
bastardisation noun FI 1 in. 1 1 I iel 1 mi it n lights; hazing 
Mjsmm, 1964 

bastardise verb rom two others, 

especially wrtto crijafel intent uk. 1996 
bastardry noun despicable behaviour; cruel punishment Ausrotm 


bastardy adjective used a; 


bastartin adjective used as in intensi mi I ling probably 

formed on bastard uk scdTtmp, 1988 

basted adjective drunk US, 1929 

Bastille noun 1 the local p I e tation 2 HMP 

Strangeways during the prison riot of April 1990 . Earlier, general¬ 
ised sense as 'a prison' has given way to this specific, often 
nostalgic use uk 199 6 

basuco; bazuko noun 

manufacturing process of cocaine; hence, cocaine us. ww 
bat noun la- 2 gly woman us. 

1972. 3 an extended period of drunkenness Canada, 1977. 4 a drinking 
binge us 1846. sa fat marijuana cigarette. Pun on 'baseball bat‘ as 
stick us 1975. 6 a shoe; a slippei Variant spe ings are 'batt' and 
'bate' uk 1992 71111 n 1 1 1 id 1 8 in hoise racing, 

the whip used by the jockey us use ► at bat said of an 
appearance before a judge magi 1- 1 >ar< e board us, m7. 

► like a bat out of hell — I ► off the bat 

immediately, swiftly I rom the speed that a ball moves when 
struck by a bat us, 007 . ► off your own bat without assistance, 
independently u 1 inspi II 11 l-i 1 ► on the bat to 

be working as a prostitute. Extended §|if an obsolete use of 'bat' 
(a prostitute) uk 1934 

bat verb to dance on a stage Also spelled 'batt' or 'bate' uk 2002. 

► bat on a sticky wicket 1 to contend with great difficulties. 
From the game of cricket; the ball bounces unpredictably on a 
pitch that is drying out UK m2. 2 lo have sex with a woman who 
has recently had sex with anothei man or other men Australia, 
ms. ► bat the breeze to talk, chat or gossip ( 45 ; mi 

bat and balls noun the male genitals with the penis erect UK 2003 
bat and wicket noun 1 ticket. Rhymir in metimes shortened 


bat away verb in i carnival, 1 perate 1 1 ID 1 gressively and 
without fear of arrest. A term borrowed from the game of baseball 

bat-bat noun the butt I c earbuda 1996 

batch noun an ejaculation's worth of semen us. 1973 

batch; bach verb tpyljvi as a bachelor us, 1862 

batcher noun rlier 'bach', 'batch' 

ftp live atone), ultimately from 'bachelor' Australia m3 
batch kick noun in the usage fpickp -1 the hip pocket us, 7949 
Bates; John Bates; Mr Bates noun a gullible victim ©j^-swindle 
•US 1908 

bath noun 1 1 ■ position us 1935. 

2 in television and film making, any of the chemical mixtures 
used to develop film us /us/. ► be in anything except a bath 

to not wash onese 1 very often; to have poor personal hygiene 
■AtiSmUA BS2 

bath dodger noun an English person. In Australian folklore the 
English are noted as stinting on personal hygiene Australia, issz 
bathers noun \lia. 1930 

bat house noun 1 a brothel A combination of cathouse (a brothel) 
and on the bat (to be working as a prostitute) Australia, mi. 2 a 
mental fibspital (4:,tg2 

bathroom locks noun I dreadlocks 

JAMAICA, IpS 

baths noun TuD h i i u i i i mair ittracti n is sex between 
TvoMos'exual men us, 1968 

bathtub noun 1 s seats. 

Conventionally known as a 'touring car' us, 1954. 2 a motorcyle 
sidecar us, i960 

bathtub curve noun in computing, used as a description of a 
cj&tjonaf graph of the predicted failure rate of a piece of electronic 
equipment. Evoking a cross-section of a bathtub as iSSgraph - 
briefly highs top® low, high again at the ertifiS mi 
bathtub gin noun homemade ilcohol, p rhap ipproximating gin 

US. 1974 

bathtub speed noun methcathinone us 1998 


sifier. Elaboration of bastard uk 
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bati-man noun a homosexual Jamaica, ms 

Batman nouni i it- M L 11A i r ti nal drug best known 
as ecstasy, identified by the embossed Batman motif uk, 2002. 2a 
variety of bSD identified by the printed bat-logo uk, 19%. 3 cocaine 

bat out verb on the railways, to switch cars quickly and expertly us. 

bat pad noun in cricket, a fielde 1 .ned I e tc 1 the facing bat 

AUSTRALIA, 1989 

batphone noun 1 | It - 1 It the [ lice per nal radio system. 

Inspired by comic book crimefighter Batman's utility belt uk 1977 
bats noun a do I I in It 1 ll -1 1 11 11 1 ill irrier. From the 
signalling 'bats H e office irrie *_ ► have bats in the 
belfry to be mad or eccentric uk 1911 
bats adjective crazy; very eccentric; mad, to any degree. From the 

batsh noun in caving and pot-holing, bat excreta. A shortening of 

batshit od/ect/Ve crazy, 01.1 ol control, angry us, 1970 
batten verb (of a man) to live off the earnings of a prostitute. In the 
structure 'batten on someone' Australia 1x4 


batter noun a bn i i used t er indow before a hurricane or 
storm Bahamas. 19,97. ► on the batter 1 engaging in a self- 
indulgent variety of drinks, drugs and other recreational excesses 
uk 1839 . 2 on the run from the po ice uk 1984. 3 to be working as a 
prostitute. Variation of on the bat uk isso 
batter verb to beg dfirtfief stifeet us, 1950, 

battered adjective drunk : rom an earlier sense as 'debauched' uk 


battery noun shock to a 

horse in a race Australia, n.%. ► get your battery charged to 
have sex us. 1935 

battery verb to knock; to hit; to knock down. From Italian battereuK 


battery acid noun 1 ml fee 1 riginall mili n 11 igeus.1941 
2 grapefruit juice or sour lemonade us 1945. 3 LSD An elaboration 
of acid (LSD) t/x, 1998 

battery girl noun 1 11 titute h 1 ubje 1 1 ontrolling supply 

of drugs, elc, and consequent y is managed and kept in a similar 
way to a battery S|@K rass 

batting and bowling noun usexual - ral acti ity uk 1984 
battle nouni in 1 ettin erati the eterr rl plus and minus 

relationship between bettors and the betting operation Australia, 
1989. 2 an unattractive woman us v-hs. ► on the battle working 
as a prostitute Australia, 1944 

battle verb 1 to breakdance mpetitivel il the object of 
demonstrating the most individual style. Conventional 'battle' (a 
violent struggle) adopted foi this non-violent clash us, 1999. 2 to 
-compete in a public demonstration of DJ skfite or to establish a 
sound-system’s superiority; to compete in rap performance; to- 
compete in graffiti sk ills us. 2000. 3 to attack someone verbally us 
1998. 4 to struggle for a living; to work hard despite troubles and 
exhibit courage in doing so australia, ms. 5 to have sex; to impreg¬ 
nate someone newzealand, 1998. 6 to work as a prostitute Australia, 
isos. 7 to attempt to make a living at the racecourse, either by 
running or gambling on horses Australia, isos. ► battle the iron 
men in horse racing, to bet using pari-mutue machines us, mi 
battleaxe; battleax noun an 0 d or elder y woman who is variously 
Characterised as resentful, vociferous, thoroughly unpleasant, 
usually arrogant and no beauty us. 1 m 
battle cruiser; battle noun 1 pi I I u ■- H pining slang for 
boozer, sometimes expanded to 'battle and cruiser' uk i960. 2 an 
aggressive, 'mannish' lesbian us 3 iforn idable older woman. 
As with battleship this seems to play on old bat, but possibly with 
a rhyming slang-influence: battle-cruiser pstn bruiser (a rugged 
physical specime^t/js -1984 

Battle of Hastings adjective ||||ry, in the past The Oflfc historical: 
date that most of the UK remembers uk 2002 


battle of the bulge noun arydfcttfcpose weight us, m6 
battler noun 1 1 |-1 n wh ruggl make a living; a person 
who ‘battles' Australia, isos. 2 a gambler who tries to make a living 
by gambling; a habitual punter who is always struggling; afe s a 
struggling horse owner-trainer t, , 3 a prostitute, 

especially a self-managed prostitute \ustraua ms. 4 in horse 
racing, someone who is just barely making a living from the s|»ft> 
or from betting on the sport Australia, 1989 
battle scar noun a bruise onjtiflkin caused by Siting. Hawaiian 
' youth usage us. m2 

battleship noun 1 1 er ul ml nin erin oman An 
extension of old bat pin/in line h 1 1 milarities between 
an ironclad and a formidable woman us. 1931. 2 a railway coal 
tender us, 1946 

battle wagon noun 1 a battleship. Royal Navy origins, jpijf Royal Air 
Force uk 1943. 2 an expensive car. Army usage uk 1943 
battle weapon noun is; I ly produced vinyl re irding of hip-hop 
samples, used to 'scratch' (manipu ate the sounds into an overall 
soundscape) and to 'battle' {compete with,'Piter another DJ], DJ 
and hip-hop useuKsw? 

battling adjective struggling to eke out a living; going through hard 
#fnes AUSTRALIA, 1895 

batty noun 1 hum - 1 ill In I limn batty boy (a homosex¬ 
ual); ultimately 'batty (a bottom) is West Indian, hence UK black 
uk 2000 2 Hie buttocks Also variant 'bati' iamaica, 1935 
batty adjective eccentric, odd, insat]«(jfe 

batty boy; batty bwai; batty bwoy noun a homosexual 
Combines batty (the buttocks) with 'a youth'; from West Indies 
into wider UK usage popularised in the 1990s by comedian, Alj;.§ 
.fjj'dra.Baron-Cohen) uk im 

battyfang verb to hit, beat, bite or maul someone. From earlier con¬ 
ventional 'batterfang’ (to batter) uk 1909 

batty hole noun 1 the 2 d person. By 

extension from batty hole (the anus) uk, 2006 

batty man noun 

batty rider(s) noun a very short and skimpy skirt or fashion shorts 
worn to expose as much as they conceal I rom batty (the 

ibpttOGks) JAMAICA, 1994 

batty wash noun the act of licking an anus with the tongue. West 
Indies origins uk 2000 
batwank noun nonsense UK 1997 

batwings noun in the language of parachuting, surfaces applied to 
the arms and body to slow the rate of descent us, 197s 
baw noun a ball. A Glasgow word, spelt as the local pronunciation uk 
SC 0 BJWQ, -J9S6 

bawbag noun >f ballbag (the 

scrotum), by analogy with ;c r<>at (a despicable man) uk Scotland, 


bawdy basket noun a woman with a sexually transmitted infection 

US. 1973 

baw hair noun a pubic hair used as the narrowest possible measure¬ 
ment Derives from baws (the testicles) uksS^Utland, 1988 
bawl verb to speak with enthusiasm, especially if complaining 
GRENADA, 1977 

bawl out; ball out verb lo rephmand someone us, 1899 
baws noun the t tended from baw (a ball) 

Ukl-Sb&TLANB, 1988 

bay noun ► over the bay drunk us iz . ► the bay Long Bay 
Gaol, Sydney Australia. 1942 

bay and a gray noun n ; I- 1 ... a red chip (the bay) 

and 3 white chip (the-gray) us, 195,1 

bayonet noun a hypodermic needle us, isso. ► take the bayonet 
course and 

neoarsphenamine therapy for-syphilisUS mi 
bayonet drill noun sexual intercourse us, w 
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Bay State | beach chick 


Bay State noun any standard medical syringe. Drug addict usage us, 


electronic newsgroup. 


.. contraction. Of 1 ‘Wield 


Bay Street barber noun iker who skims 

large amounts off every transaction . s a management fee Canada, 


Bay Street boys noun il white Nassau 

merchants Bahamas, vssb 

bay window noun a protruding stomacl US, im 
baywopnoun an outpoit IN undlander p in this use is a 
Newfoundland pronunciation of 'wasp' Canada, 1979 
bazillion noun im in il very lar lumber us, 2001 

bazongas; bazoongas; bazonkas noun the female breasts 
Probahy ,1 vat ml ion of bazookas US, 1972 
bazoo noun i the mouth us iszz. 2 an old car, usually treasured 
regardless of its condition French-Canadian, adapted by EngliS^. 
speakers Canada, 1992 

bazooka noun 1 the ien Fhe peni 1 eapon imagery, here 
based on the 'bazooker' anti-tank rocket launcher; sometimes! 
embellished to 'bazooka shooter' us, im. 2 a high-powered car us, 
1959. 3 an extra-large, potent marijuana cigarette laced with 
cocaine. Either from the similarity in physical shape and figurative 
power type of artillery shell used by a bazooka anti-tank 
weapon, or form (Colombian Spanish) bazuco, a cocaine derivative 
made from coca paste us, 19m. 4 cocaine; crack cocaine. The 
metaphor of a; portable rodsetJauncher, possibly a variation of 
basuco uk 2003. 5 in television and film making, a light support 
used on a catwalk us, 1990 
bazooka'd adjective drunk uicf JpatMA/p isss 
bazookas noun the emale bre Perhaps from the shape of the 
shelf fired by a bazooka antistink weapon, probably influenced: by 
conventional 'bosom' uk, m3 

bazoomas; bazoombas noun the female breasts. An elaboration of 
bazooms that echoes the shape of bazookas uk. tm 
bazooms noun the female t ea 11 1 ill 1 rruption of 'bosom' 
with the same sense, then evolved to mean 'breasts' us, t$g&. 
bazooties noun thaiIrSaJe; breasts us, 1997 
bazoo wagon noun a brakevan ’(cabposdtffi razz 
bazuca noun the residue of smoked freebase cocaine, itself mixed 
with tobacco and smoked-us, im 
bazulco noun UK, 2002 

bazz noun pubic hair ihband 1999 

bazzanoun d and uneducated urban 

youth. An informal variant of the name Barry uk, 200s 
Bazza; Bazzer noun used as a common nickname for people 
named Barry Australia, tm 

Bazzaland nickname -i i ill i A trit imi ilw Huial influence of 
Barry (Bazza) McKenzie, a cartoon character created by Barry 
■Humphries-,{b. 1934) Australia, im 
bazzer noun 1 an exciting event or situation uk ukj. 2 a haircut 

'HmUhsi im 

bazz-off noun 

BB noun 1 In baseball, a fastball. A pitch thrown so fast that it seems 
as small as a BB pellet to the batter us, razo. 2 any smart person, 
especially a professor An abbreviation 01 'big drains' us, 1947. 3a 
male homosexual. An abbreviation of bum boy uk mi 
BB adjective wagers. An 

initialising of 'back-to-back' us, mis 
BBA noun a woman with large buttocks. An abbreviation of 'broads 
with big asses' us. m 
BBC noun British Porn Chinese uk 1998 
BBFN used as shorthand in Internet discussion groups and text 
messages to mean 'bye-bye- for now’ us 2002 
BBL used In computer message shorthand to mean 'be back /ater' 


B bomb noun ai 111 I in.In 1 1 I li n from the market 

by Smith Kline & French in 1949 after widespread abuse. A wad of 
Benzedrine-soaked cotton found in an asthma inhaler would be 
removed, immersed in a drink until bfaganekdrink form a single 
intoxicating solution, reputedly 100 times strong® than a single 
Benzedrine tablet us m9 

B-boy noun 1 ■ajfeeakdancer; later, anyone involved in hip-hop 
culture us mi. 2 a streetwise young black man By extension from 
the previous sense us mi. 3 a buddy, a brother; used as a form of 
address. The mitrahsm V muddled with 'B-boy' (a young 
streetwise black male) us, m2 

BBW noun a fat woman. An ibbreviatior > ig dutiful woman'; a 
fetish with a large mate following us, im 
BC noun contraception; birth control us. ms 
B catnounan ostentatiou I mi 1a nal irisoner. From the 
official categorisation by California; prisoh authorities us. im 
BC bud noun h h gra n irijuan 11 m Bri Im ilumbia Canada, 


BCD noun militai \ e gla t u h re unattractive, they 
are deemed 'birth control devices'. Also variant BCGipiih control 

BC Kush noun ish Columbia 

CANADA, 2002 

BC Lounge noun a Burger Chef fast-food franchise restaurant us 1979 
BCNU used in c mean 'be seeing 

you' w, mi 

BD noun a syringe. An allusion to Becton-Dickison, a medical 
supplies manufacrturefcS :?982 

BDF noun a big, strong, dumb brute. New York police slang; an 
abbreviation of 'big bur# flick' us, W7 
B dog noun used as a term of address between members of the 
iloods gang-©£-$98 

BDSM; SM noun nli- him n idism and masochism or 
■sadc-masochfern, unified as a sexual subculture us 19m 
be verb ate. Generally dialect but recorded here as an urban black 
use uk 2003. ► be in it to lake pan n something Australia, 1928. 

► be on to v il h n hi 1 1 I let lung Australia, i960 

beach noun 1 1 1 ► on the beach 1 in 

a fishing community, where people Whfi.do not fish are. Though 
:-finical, this division of maritime humans describes the division in 
mqt ; fi$rtig villages in Nova Scotia: people are divided between 
those who go fishing and those who work ei fish plants, are 
housewives or farmers Canada, mm. 2 out of work 1 is, im. ► the 
beach Saudi Arabia. Gulf war usage us, 1991 
Beach noun ► the Beach Miami Beach, I lorida us, 1993 
beach verb 1 to ki I ball ry high 2 in trucking, to 

bring a frudklb ®®Rp In a parking place us an 
beach-bash verb to lie on the sand, especially when exercised in 
romantic manoeuvres. Jocular variation on square-bashing 
(mlljtseyziifriO Australia 1953 

beach bomber noun 1 c - j 11 ling on the sand us. 


beach boy noun 1 a young male who spends a great deal of time at 
the beach us. ms. 2 a handsome, young black man who takes 
’White’ female tourists as lovers Barbados, im 
beach bumnoun meon 1 I tion to pending a lifetime at 
’ ■tip beach has lefettem-fetitute and an outcast-us, ms 
beach bunny noun a young female who spends a great deal of time 
’•at the beach, surfing or associating with surfers us im 
beach chicknoun 1 ung man living a E ihemian lifestyle near 
the beach in the 1950s, Peter Tafnony described the term as 
follows: 'Originally-applied togirls who lived at Stinson Beach 
[north of San Francisco] who were bisexual. By those unftfttfflp'- 
with its background, and both ways implication, it has been ' 
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extended to any girl who associated with the so-called Beat 
Generation inhabitants of North Beach in San FranCisco' us. ms 

beached whale noun is, 1994 

beach head noun r per. pends a great deal of time at the 


beach pig noun patrol us 1991 

beach rat noun a person who spends a great deal of time at the 

bead counter noun 1 t man rtf 1 1 rshipper in any religion 

**‘ffat uses strung beads (the rosary, 'wH%®ead$', the Nenju, the 
mala ecgj.wjthin its practice uk, ins 

bead jiggler noun 

bead rattler noun it rr m ithol - er r< iry beads uk, 2000 
beady noun the eye. From the conventional cliche, 'beady eye' us, 

beagle noun 1 a sausage os 1927. zM raegHorst 'xMpzt 
be a good bunny med is a far 1 - I irase television sign- 
off on The Wendy Barrie shun (1949-1950), a celebrity-based 
programme. Repeated wfth referential humour us 1949 
beak nouni the nose ijk, 1715. 2 cocaine. I rom the previous sense; a 
reference to the manner in which the drug is laken uk, 2001. 3 in 
horse racing, a bet that a horse will win. Extended from the sense 
as a 'nose 1 , suggesting that the horse will win.by 'a nose' us. 1951. 

4 a magistrate. Widely used ay those who have occasion to be ‘up 
before the beak' uk 1749. s a schoolteacher. A dated usage that has 
survived thanks t@pt|y Bdrrter and other schoolboy literature m 
1888 

beak baby noun co rine-u r, especially female. An alliterative 
extension of beak (cocaine) uk 2001 

beaked adjective 

beakernouna cient 1 Presumabl 1 1 le haracter Beaker on 

nfie television programme The Muppets. Dr. Beaker was also the 
name of a character in the ctJltfavourite show Supercar (1961 - 
1962), but the slang term was more likely derived from the later 
popular eWdrerfs show, Antarctica. 1990 
beakerdom noun 11 e rl< ifscien tnd ientists Extends from 
beaker (a scientist) Antarctica. 1995 

beak lunch noun e of the day uk 2002 

beak up vert to use cocaine I torn beak (the nose) us. 199; 
be-all and end-all noun the most important thing uk 1854 
beam noun 1 the backside, rump Australia, 194s. 2 a good person us 
1945. 3 cocaine uk 200:1. ► off the beam incorrect us, m 5. ► on 
the beam 1 2 ntoxlcated on 

,t§arijuana. Later to take on a far greater place in the lexicon of 
crack cocaine' us.. 


motorcycle (in production from 1,912-57) 


beamy adjective ide riginal 1 id in the earn then shortened 
and applied to a ship's width, and then by extension to other 
objects and to people, especially those wide In the seat utS,tssi 


bean noun 1 ar 2 ■ rr us, 1902. 3 a 

coin uk 1799. 4 in American casinos, a $1 betting chipus, 1957. sa 
man, a fellow, especially as a farm of address, .dfteti embellished 
to 'old bean' uk 1917. 6 a Mexican, Mexican-American or Latin 
American its; 1949. 7 a capsule or tablet of Benzedrine™ (amphe¬ 
tamine sulphate), ,1. central nervous system stimulant us, 1967. 8a 
capsule of a central nervous system depressant uk urn. 9a capsule 
of MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy us, 2 poo. 

10 11 the hymen '12 the penis us /■*,/. 

13 the ejSsrts uk ass# 

Bean n/rtnumeColeman Fla kin izzt 1 rr 1 phonist (1901-69). 
A signature tune of the Coleman Hawkins Orchestra was his 1940 
compositionc'BotjSggg Vfth Bean' US;. im 
bean verb to hit someone ondjie- head us taiKi 
bean book noun 1 11 1 k of meal upon 

bean-choker noun 1 1 1 1 1 1 ican-Am ican us, 1980 

bean chute; bean slot noun the opening in a solid prison cell door 
fhnjygh which food is passed to the prisoner within us, 1998 
bean-counter noun an accountantuK >94' 

bean-eater noun 1 a Mexican, Mexican-American or Latin-American 
us. 1919. 2 an Argentinian uk m2 

beaned up adjective under the influence of Benzedrine™ (amphe¬ 
tamine sulphate), a central nervous system stimulant us. 1971 
beaner noun 1 a M rgatory, from 

the association of beans with the Mexican diet us, ms. 2 in the 
universe created by the firesign Theatre (and accepted by the late 
1960s popular culture), one Ofthe five lifestyles of man, character¬ 
ised by an obsession with colour televisions and rubbish piled up 
outside homes Described io'Rresign Theater's 'Big Book of Plays' 
fig im s 

beanery noun a low-cost, low-quality restaurant us, i 887 
bean feast noun iccasion or jollification. 

Originally an annual feast given try employers uk im 
bean-flicker noun I Ian. A referen litoral timulation uk 


bean head noun T\ctus,i992 

bean house bull nouni; 1 1 ill I ill t a truck stop us. 1976 
beanie noun 1 in Vietnam, a member of the US Special Forces. A 
shghfeed form of'Green Beanies', itself word play based on 
'Green Berets' us. 1991. 2 3 breaking and 

entering A pronunciation of the common b and e Canada, 2000. 

4 an attractive girl. Perhaps as an a lusion to Beanie Babies™ dolls 


beanie light noun 1 emergency vehicle 


beam vert 1 in 0 .11 ruting, 1 transfer a file el tronically. From the 
terminology of the original Star levision series us 1991. 

2 (used til a female) 10 experience erect nipples. Related to 
describing such a female as having lifer high beams ori-yf, 2m 
beamer noun 1 1 mile It n iventi nil beam (to smile broadly) 
uk 2 ooi. 2a deep blush uk Scotland, ms. 3 in cricket, a fast ball 
that is bowled at the batsman’s head uk ns,. 4a crack cocaine 
usgtjFrom beam smoke crack cocaine) 

beamers; beemers noun ,mer (a crake 

fficratoe user) us, m 

beam me up, Scotty used for a humorous suggestion that one 
would be better off somewhere else due to the lack of intelligent 
life here. From the short-lived Star Trek television series 
(1966-1969) which has enjoyed an eternal after-life 14 ?«. 
beams noun the eyes wflUg 

beam up to Scotty; beam up; beam verb to smoke crack cocaine 
and become cocaine-intoxicated I rom Hie pop phrase 'Beam me 
up, Scotty' used repeatedly on the first generation of Star Trek 
television programmes from 1966 to:®;«S rjss 


beanies noun t it I- 1 1 pr 1 11 1 n drug iken recreationally, 
especially when the appearance resemfe a kind of bean uk 1999 

beanies and weenies noun c-ration 1 I.g with beans. 

Vietnam war usage as 1990 

bean juice noun I beans are 

preserved in, and served with uk 1999 
beanmobile noun 1 car embellisher th bright colours, chrome 
and other accessories associated with Mexican-American car 

enthusiasts pf i# 

beano noun 1 Lai 1 n American us 

ms. 2 a meal; a feast uk 1914 

bean oil noun in motor racing, Cast no R™ oil. Castrol R™ is made 
"‘•Warn castor beanlrgifis; i 

bean patch nickname durir 1 1- ean rr 1 1 -mbly area on 
the northern outskirts of Masan, a seaport about 40 miles west of 
tfijsan us, m 

beanpole noun a t* thin person us, mr 
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bean queen | beastly 


bean queen noun homose il ho prefe La n Americans as sex¬ 
ual partners but is not Latin American themselves us, ms 
bean rag noun: mealtime us, i960 

beans noun i sexual itisfaction the metaphor i ofamealthat 
'fills you up' us 1997. 2 a meal. Coined in World War 2, still popular 
in Vietnam us 1942. 3 the lunch break during a working day us, 1941 . 
4 crack cocaine uk 2003. 5 horsepower us. m. 5. 6 a small amount of 
money*, money uk, w 

beans and baby dicks noun in ihe elraan 11 beans and hot 

dogs US: mi 

beans and motherfuckers noun in the Vietnam war, lima beans 
and hafffoene of the least papular c-rations us, 1990 
bean sheet noun on the railways, a time card or time sheet us, 1977 
bean-stealer noun in the Royal Air I one. a married man who lives 
in the mess m n84 

bean store noun roadside r 1 1 11 1 1 1 1 1 torway truck stop 
restaurant us. m 

bean time noun tirffjjr a meal us, 19m 

Beantown; Bean Town nickname Boston, Massachusetts. Because 
is known f§Jits baked beans us. 1901 
bean up verb to take amphetamines US, 1976 
bean wagon noun a no-fril|s i^fvcounter US, .fa® 
beany noun a gree r baseball 1 1 1 11 US soldiers since 

1962, known officially as the Army Utility Cap us. 1990 
bear noun 1 In the 1 1 motorwa 1 I 1 1 1 1 fate trooper; a 

' police officer in the UfC Shortened from smokeythe bear us, 1975. 

2 a hairy and stocky man, of a type beloved by some homosexuals 
us, 1994. 3 a boisterous, rowdy or aggressive young man, especially 
in the context of heavy drinking uk. si otland. mu 4 a building-site 
or oil-rig worker wc Scotland 19% s an unattractive woman us, m2. 
6 a cautious and conservative poker player os, ms. 7 a difficult task 
or situation us, im 

Bear nickname US General H. Norman Schwarzkopf (b. 1934), 
asrwnaqder of the US forces during the Gutf war us 1mi 
bear cage noun | li - 1 1 1 1 - 1 I nsion of bear (the 

police) us, W76 

bear cat noun on the rail 1 i demandin rnd 11 diked foreman 
wsjjw? 

beard noun 1 a person used to mask the Identity of the actual 
conWlf$te$gent, a person who escorts another to a social 
function in order to mask the identity of one or the filer's lover 
or sexual orientation. Originally froth' gambling, referring to a front 
for betting us m,. 2 in gambling, a person who bets for someone 
else, especially for a cheat us cm. 3 a broker who buys up stock 
quietly and secretly for bidders in a corporate takeover who hdpg' 
to disguise their intentionsus rass 4 an intellectual or academic. 
Unkind if not derisive os 19: sa male member of an Orthodox 
Jewish group os, i%7. 6 an 'older' surfer In the youth culture of 
-suWjili 'old' is a relative term as, 1991 
beard verb to serve as a beard for someone esLBJS 
bearded clam noun me vulva Combines fish with visual imagery 

' 

bearded lady noun the vulva us, my 

beardie; beardy noun 1 an act of rubbing a stubbly face against a 
smooth one ijk ms. 2 a bearded person UK 1941 

beardie-weirdie noun ng uk Scotland, 


beard jammer noun the manager of a brothel us. m2 

beard man noun a Rastafarian Jamaica, tail 

beardsman noun a Rastafarian with shaved or trimmed hair Jamaica, 


beard-stroking noun ser u nsiderati 1 methin lee 

thOUgHt UTk .2003 

beard-stroki ng adjective i ntellectual or boring of both Uk. 2003 


bear grease noun in electric line work, any gel used as an electric 
contact aid us, i9so 

bearings noun the stomach. Suggested derivations all seem based 
on the body as a machine. However, il is possible that this is from 
a sense of diisorilentatioras^fter vomiting, thus confusing the !cglS|. 
of the contents of your stomach with a loss of bearings Australia, 
1943. ► too many bearings on it a situation too complicated to 
explain. This phrase uses a nautical term for location-finding, 
'bearings' (i,e. from a compass), metaphorically Canada, 1999 
bearing up used in response to a personal enquiry such as 'how 
are you?' or 'how's things?' uk 1934 
bear insurance noun a gun, the bigger the better the insurance us, 

bear in the air noun 1 oli heli pter In 1 1 “lied from citizens' 
band rad’o slarg into a stiitecifVlving, wider usage 

bearish adjective I II II III III I III I N:\LIAI994 

bear joint noun in a carnival, a game in which stuffed teddy bears 
,fie the prize us iseo 

bear meat noun it the benefit of citizens' 

band radio communications. Easy prey for bear (the police) is 1975 
bear paw nouni u nd-footed sn 1 1 bile doing chores 

us. 1993. 2 the badge necessary to ge; into die inner area of the 
2002 G 8 summit meeting in Alberta Canada, tote 
bear pit noun an auditorium, or other arena, peopled with a rowdy, 
challenging, even confrontational audience. From theWs night 
audiences at the IBIiii,burgh Festival's, fringe Club uk i$$$- 
bear's paw noun 11 hymir mill 1 Pay Puxley in 
1992 as 'a seldom heard term for .1 carpenter's tool' uk 1934 
bear trap noun 1 in dm 1 inadian Na I li pter haul-down and 
securing device Canada 1 95. 2 die clutch on .1 Laverda motorcyle. 
Named after the amount of effort required to WJfhe dufe^lever 
in us, 1992. 3 in television and fi m making, a strong clamp used for 
attaching lights to rigging us, bsf 4 a police radar-trap for speeding 
motorists us im 

Bear Whiz Beer noun an infer 1 I A[ pular beverage in 
Firesigh Theater skits, its motto is the stunning 'It's in the water! 
That's why It’s yellow!' us, 1993 

beast noun 1 a very unatd 1 1 nan | II il sexually 
proactive us urn. 2 a sexually available female os, ms. 3 in prison, a 
sex offender a convicted paedophile uk 1393. 4 anything excellent 
uk 1 996 . sthe penis uk mi. 6 a white person; a white US soldier in 
Vietnam. Used by lIS soldiers ol colour in Vielnam us. 1991. 

7 heroin; heroin addiction us ■ s LSD us, ra6z. 9 Milwaukee's 
Best™, an inexpensive beer favoured by cash-strapped youth. 
Appropriately, Milwaukee's Best Light is sirBf% 'Beast Light' us. 1937. 
10 a large, fast car us, mi. 11 a car with a raised front end us mo. 
12 an expensive rnd [ 1 1 I itizen band ra is, ( 976 . ► as a 

beast used as an identifier us mm. ► the beast the police; any 
figure of authority or oppression West Incwfobenee UK black uk 


beast verb to have anal sex ijk, mn. ► get beasted in to eat with 
great enthusiasm ijk Scotland, ms 
beast about verb 1 physicality uk 1995 

beastbwai; beast boy noun 11 ' | Im 11 1 1 m of authority or 

oppression. Combines the beast (Ihe police, elc.) with bwai (boy, a 
youtftiiiSSI black/West Indian .gang culture)/?*; 1994 
beastie noun info rn nde ring in > beast also in a 
jocular sense, of an insect. Mainly Scottish uk ism. 2 an attractive 
woman. Objectifying a woman as an animat, much the same as 
"fitly' uk im 

beasting noun from a male perspective, an act of sexual intercourse. 

BEAST with two BACKS UK 2003 

beastly adjective 1 1 I 11 . . 1 e unplea rnt horrid 

lIsage considered to be dated, childish or upper-class uk cm 
2 excellent us. 1953. 3 excessive us 2000 
beastly adverb h 11 inf 1 1 1 ivel Stereotypically 

upper-class usage uk im 
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beast with two backs noun 

between a heterpsgKBabcaupie; sex between two people, from 
Shakespeare uk, im 

beasty noun a repulsive, disgusting person us, ms 
beasty adjective repulsive, disgusting us, m2 
beat noun 1 a regular route or oca e (of ,1 prostitute or po ice officer) 
uk. 1721. 2a member of the 1950s youth counterculture us, mi. 

3 in horse racing, an unfortunate defeat us. n-u 4a crime which 
has not been solved us m2, s in television and film making, the 
main storyline us, mo. 6 a car us 1947 
beat verb 11 2 defy someone's 

understanding uk, issl ► beat about the bush; beat around 
the bush 1 (of a female masturba rdpla on'beat'(used 
in many terms of male masturbation) and bush (tbesfwbic hair), 
in some way reversing thefifehiliar meaning of‘beat around the 
bush' (to avoid coming to a point) uk, 1 91. 2 to avoid coming to 
the point of a discussion A term that has its origin in the hunting 
of birds uk mss. ► beat feet to leave us, urn. ► beat hollow to 
outdo someone 1 terly and npl I ► beat it 

1 to leave quickly us i87g. 2 (of a male) to masturbate us. 1 995. 

► beat off with a stick to get more than enough sexual offers 
Australia, /two ► beat the band 

► beat the board in poker lo void the best hand showing us. 
1963. ► beat the bushes 1 in horse racing, to race a horse in 

uj^jiasr circuits, where the horse can be a big fish in a little pond 
us, 1951. 2 to drive in the ear: position of a group of trucks 
travelling togethei 11 1 1 1 1 1 ► beat the clock 1 to 

ifinish a task before ths-prescribed time, in the UK orginally 
military, perhapsefrom an American parloar.ga*e From the late 
1950s-60s, it was used as the title of a gameshow segment in the 
television variety programme Sunday Night at the London 
Palladium uk o.;. 2 in return alive from an SAS mission ijk raw. 

► beat the cotton rl md then f ur i used cottons, used 
to strain drug doses, in an attempt to leach out enough heroin for 
another dose us. 19,99. ► beat the Dutch to astonish or frustrate 
someone us, u/s ► beat the eightball to use heroin us, mt 

► beat the favorite 1 

horse with long odds lo win rather than betting on the horse 
favoured to win us. rat/. ► beat the gun (of an engaged couple) 
to have sex, especially if the fiancde falls pregnant The sporting 
Imagery of ban under irtei il 1 ► beat the 

man to sleep. Prison usage suggesting that in sleep one escapes 
domination is pri nautlnui- ► beat the priest 

and take his gown; beat the priest to do that which you 
should not do in an open, notorious and brazen fashion Grenada, 
Km. ► beat the pup (of a male) to masturbate us, mo. ► beat 
the rap ► beat the 

snot out of 1 ' hi 1 I.indl 1 beat someone up us. 

1989 ► beat the starter I an enga I 1 e) to have sex, 
especially if the fiancbe falls pregnant. Sporting imagery, racing 
ahead while still ► beat your 

baloney (of a male) to masturbate us. 19m. ► beat your bishop 
$3f a male).td mastur$?itg us 1916. ► beat your chops; beat up 
your chops to talk us, ms. ► beat your face to perform push¬ 
ups us, 1998. ► beat your gums; beat up your gums to talk 
without purpose 1 ithout el- 1 ► beat your meat; 

beat the meat (of a male) to masturbate us, mo. ► beat 
yourself up to be harsh 1 iti I 1 u I 1 I 111 

► can’t beat it in the Navy used for 
expressing admiration of a boat-handling job Among Canadian 
east coast fishermen, with the tradition of navy techniques very 
strong thisrtfflm expresses high: praise Canada, im 
beat adjective 1 lectual US 1947. 

2 utterly tired UK,,mi 

beat artist noun a swindMr us 19m 

beatbagnoun I 1 1 In hat is heavil iulterated or is 

completely counterfeit us, 1993 

beatdownnoun 1 ih rl beating he 1 efigi rtively, a defeat us, 

beater nouni an t der car rsual n< in go< i condition, used for 
day-to-day driving us 1990 2adrumstick( \hamas, 1975 
beat for adjective lacking us, ter 


un the alienated class of young Americans who 
came or age in tne mid-1940s and then embraced an alternative 
lifestyle and values in the 1950s. us, ?gs# : 
beating noun a violent ache Barbados, im 
beat loot noun a pittance; a small amount of money us 1973 
beatnik noun a folio er of the bea 1 1 1 1 1 1 

'visionaries, rebels and hipsters') derided and defined by 
Ste|Rptypical appearance (black beret for men, black tighttH 
women) and lifestyle choices (Charlie Parker's jazz, marijuana, per¬ 
formance poetry, etc). Coined in 1958 (the first popular, ripp- 
Russian use of the suffix -nik) by San Francisco newspaper 
:C»lumnist Herb Caen, extended from beat (a member of the 1950s 
iputh counterculture), and a pun on the far out example# 
'sputnik' (a Russian satellite launched in 1959) is, ms 
beat off verb (of a male) to masturbate us m2 
beat out verb 1 in; meone heir membership in a youth 
gang, accomplished by.a. ritualistic beating us ms 
beat pad noun in tabli imer I 1 1 ualit marijuana is 

sold US I960 

Beatrix Potter; Beatrix noun n ugl nil bly rhymin 
slang for rotter based on the name 0' author and illustrator 
Beatrix Potter (1866-1943) tjk&B 

beat sheet noun 1 in tele . 1 .. iking i short summary 

of a story us mo. 2 a pornographic magazine US, m7 
Beattie and Babs noun pul 1 1 I I 1 ming slang for 

crabs based on an early C2@«tusic hall act who are, unfortunately, 
best remembered by this term uk. i960 
beat-up adjective i II nil m Out US 1946 
beau noun used as a term of address between young males us 1954 
beaut noun 1 a be 111 rn impre ive persor r thing us 1895. 2 a 
potent amphetamine capsule- An abbreviation of black beauty us, 

beaut (Kjfectfte excellent, lemfic, wonderful, splendid Australia, 191s 

beaut adverb" - III pi i II II TRALIA, 1969 

beaut! used for expressing strong admiration Australia, 1953 
beauteous maximus noun sonellfrg final is excellent. Mock Latin 

■'U. 1993 

beautiful adjective in t le ur 1 ulti 1 h 1 60 and 70s, used 
as an all-purpose adjective of approval. A vague but central word of 
the hippie era, suggesting passivity, appreciation for nature, 
kindness, etc us mi 

beautiful! 1 nent us 1975. 

2 used, with heavy irony, as a register cl disappointment us 21115 
beautiful and; lovely and adjective satisfactory;^^ Always 
fol owed by another adjective for which this serves as an 
intensifier. Examples: 'I hit it beautiful and'fwjid'; 'The water was 
lovely and hot' uk 1939 
beautiful boulders noun crack cocaine 2003 
beautiful people noun the ream ol -1 rop; the wealthy, 
fashionable people ol high society and the arts, especially those 
celebrated as trendsetters us 19 m 

beautifuls; boofuls noun I address; the latter 

is addressed to babies, or those behaving sp and thus characterised 
as babies uk 1984 

beauty nouni met.. 1 splen ie imple of 

something Australia, tv. 2 used as an affectionate form of address 
uk wales 2000. Jan anpheiamine A shore-red black beauty us, 

beauty adjective ex<0kf3tNSW ZEALAND, 1963 
beauty! i used for registering great approval. Also spelt 'bewdy' to 
represent Australian pronunciation Australia, mu. 2 thank you! 

AUSTRALIA. 1968 

beauty bolt noun in lire used car business, a new and shiny bolt 
intended to give the impression ol a complete engine rebuild us 
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beauty farm | bedroom 


beauty farm noun a resort with a focus on improving appearances 

US 1972 

beauty parlor noun a brothel us ms 

beaver noun i i man's pubic region; a nan a a r ex object; 
sekwifh a woman. Although recorded at least as early as 1927, 
’beaver' did not come into its own until the mid-1960s, With: an 
■explosion .of films.featuring full ftontal female nudity but no sexual 
activity and titles punning on 'beaver' - Bald Beaver, Beaver Works 
in the Bush Country, Hair Raising Beaver, Fine Feathered Beavers, 
Leave it to Beavers, and so on. As published sexual material got 
more giifjSc, so did the association bf (fie term. Despite the 
highly sexual origin of the term, it was used bytruck drivers with a 
slightly naughty innocence to refer to women us, 1927. 2 a 
pornographic film us 1 it ! 3 a beard us. i87i. 4 a top hat Barbados, 
/ass. s a white police helmet Barbados, 1922. 6 a police officer us mi 
beaver away verb to work industriously. I rom the characteristic 
behaviour of the beaver wc s* 


be careful. Matt! used as a humorous caution. A signature line of 
Miss Kitty Russell (portrayed by Amanda Blake) to Marshall Matt 
Di llon-on the television Western Gunsmoke ICBS, 1 ; 9S5—7S>. 
Repeated with referential humour US, isss 
Becks and Posh noun •• I Hi n 11 u ingfo nosh, formed from 
the nicknames of footballer David Beckham and his wife, singer 
Victoria Beckham uk, 2003 

becky noun in .ei«eic'l'rh|r^)rk, a cable sling us 19m 
be cool used as a farewell, us, 19m 

bed noun thr ► get into 

bed with 1 become a 

partner ot ft 1 1 - 1 1 1 I ► put to bed to 

complete a piece of work. Office jargon that now infects every 
workplace; an extension of the figurative sense used/iiSy printers k 

bed verb 1548 


beaver bait noun money us 1976 

beaver bear noun 1 "1 e man urn bines beaver (a woman) with 
BEAR (the pq|i'G#L/S, 1976 

beaver biscuits! 11 d 1 pr ing disappro A signature line of 
Colonel Sherman Potter on M*A*S*H (CBS, 1972-83). Repeated 
with referential humour us. 1922 

beaver cleaver noun a womaniser; the penis ll opens or splits the 
beaver (a woman or the vagina) uk mi 

beaver creek noun ► have a bite at beaver creek to perform 
oral sex on a woman us.iooi 

beaver-eater noun a person who performs oral sex on a woman. In 
a brilliant sexually charged pun, Vladamir Nabokov in. Lolita wrote 
of 'the Palace Sentries, or Scarlet Guards, or Beaver Eaters, or 
whatever they are called', creating misdirected confusion with 
'Beef Eaters’ but leaving no doubt as to the sexual nature of hi#, 
malapropism m, 

beaver fever noun rn bse n ith women and sex us 1997 
beaver film noun a mildly pomographii fill 1 featuring full frontal 

■ftQd%i/S, 1969 

beaver flick noun a pornographic^fglus, 1970 
beaver leaver noun \ mal 1 1 1 ual. Rhymed m beaver (the 
vagina) to suggest no interest imjfteffiemale sextos, 2003 
beaver loop noun 1 repeatin 1 I iturir nale frontal nudity 

US 1971 

beaver magazine noun i m 1 11 1 iturir pi tographs of nude 

women, focused on their genitals, usually not engaged in sex os, 

1967 

beaver movie noun a film featuring female frontal nudity us 1971 
beaver patrol noun girl-watChingaS' i%7 
beaver picture noun a film, the main attraction of which is a 
number of shots of women’s genita s; a photograph of a woman's 
■ jfeflitais us ms 

beaver pie noun he fema - mi 1 1 nil 1 the object of 

sucking and lickings 19m 

beaver-shooting noun 1 1 1 eur 1 effort to find women 

whose genitals or pubic hair can be seen us 1970 
beaver shot noun i photograph or ilming 0 1 Oman's genitals. In 
the early 1960s LA-based band The Periscopes recorded a 
rcjck’n roll tune called' ‘Beaver Stef which was bannedffiom the 
radio after two plays us tm 

beaver tail noun 1 et bread Canada, 

ms. 2 a design configuration on a shotgun us, mi 
beaver-with-stick noun full ironlal male nudity us, 1977 
be-backnoun in the used c 11 rusint | ter ial customer who 
has visited the car lot, inspected the cars for sa8C%ft,.artd then 
returned to negotiate us 190 
bebe noun craefettainefs j.994 
bebop verb to take part in gang fignts as, ms 


bed and breakfast noun a vcy shod prison sentence uk. 199 6 
bedbait noun a sexually alluring young woman or young man UK 1953 
bed blocker noun a patient who has an extended stay in hospital 
CANADA, 1986 

bedbug nouni a Pullman porter us, 1940. 2 a person who is 
somewhere between amusingly eccentric and alarmingly disturbed 
us, 1832. 3 a Volkswagen camper van uk mi 
bedbug hauler noun a removal van driver us, 1971 
bedbug row; bedbug alley noun a poor, crime-ridden area In a city 

bed-check Charlie noun 

’trooffe, Korean war usage us 

bedden verb ► bedden your head to become drunk ipr drug- 

intoxicated TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1979 
beddie-weddie noun bed Children’s vocabulary borrowed by adults 


beddy noun i in circus and carniva usage, the place where a person 
spends the winter or off-season i is. i 2 a promiscuous girl us, 1939 

beddy-bye; beddy byes; beddie-byes noun s rep or bed. A 
nursery term, used foi effect elsewhere ox, 1906 
bed flute noun the penis Australia, 1992 

Bedfordshire noun a bed; bed. A humorous extension from the 
t^riBgrbf an fjSg&fr county im, tms 
bed-hop verb lo habitually have casual sex us, 1974 
bed-hopper noun i person hi e i sexuall promiscuous life 

AUSTRAUA, 197?: 

bed house noun 1 a brothel us, ms. 2 a brakevan (caboose) us, 1977 
bedlamer noun young boy. 

The terpreomps either from the noise they make, or, according to 
some sources, the Trench bSte de la mer (beast pf the sea) panada. 


Bedouin Bob noun in audi; any < ert nomad Gulf war usage us, 


Bedourie shower noun a dust storm. Bedourie is an inland town In 
Queensland. The name Bedourie is taken from art Aborigine; word 
for 'dust storm’. Other locations similarly used by nature, weather 
and irony: Bourke, Bogan, Cobar, Darling, Wilcannia and Wimmera 
AUSrmuA. ms 

bedpan commando noun a medic in the Medical Corps in Vietnam 

US, 1991 

Bedrocknoun 1 mmon name for U irmed forces <amps during 
fSpftiaft Gutf war. An allusion to the prehistoric town on the 
cartoon television series The Flinstones (ABC, 1960 -66), home to 
quarry worker Fred .Ftmtetam ; and his wife Wilmat® 1990 
bed rock verb in low riding, lo rock Hie bed of a truck from side to 
side using hydraulic pumpscK 1992 
bedroom noun 1 can have sex uk. 
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bedroom eyes noun a sensual face and eyes that convey desire us beef verb i 2 to 

1947 have sex us, 19 75. s in prison, to issue a discip inary reprimand us. 


Beds noun Bedf ntional written 

abbreviation, considered colloquial when used in speech as a 
genuine equivalent of the original nSmeidic »ssx 
bed-sit jungle noun an urban area where a bed-sitter is usually avail¬ 
able as rented accommodation; the generality of life In rented 
bed-sit accommodation uk 2001 

bed-sitter; bedsit noun > bedroom and 

living accommodation; a bed-sitting room us 1927 
bed-sitter-land noun in urt in area wher II tter is commonly 
available as rented accommodation; the generality of life 5fi -rented 
'bedsit actsmmoctetion uk 1 968 

Bed-Stuy n/rtnume the Bedford-Stuyvesant neighbourhood of New 
York City. The area is the epitome ol urban American poverty us, 


bedworthy adjective sexually desirable uk i9x 

beenouni a drug .. Al km /vn as 'a bee that stings' us 

i 960 . 2a barbiturate or other central nervous system depressant 
especially Nembutal. A Nembutal capsule is commonly kfloyto as 
a yellow jacket, hence the 'bee' us 1963. 3 in a deck of playing 
cards, a joker; especia ly when the dec k is made by the playing 
card manufacturer Bee ► get a bee up your arse; have 

a bee up your arse 1 nai 1 r anxious ( indition; to 
be obsessed by a notion. A variation on 'a bee in the bonnet uk 
v. .. ► put the bee on to swiftcfe someone uSyms 


bee adjective bloody (an intensifier) A rendering of the initial letter 
for euphemism’s sake uk me 
be easy! relaxj.O&.gcra 

Beeb nickname the BBC (British Broadcasting Corporation) uk, 1957 

bee-bee noun ©steins us iws 

bee-bopper noun ae something 

that they are not - fashionable, trendy, up-to-date us 
beech verb during the perioi I ( -( 1 [ rmanently close down 

a section of railway or a railway station. After Richard Beeching, 
1913—85, chairman of the British Rail Board 1963 - 65, at the end 
of which time he was made a Life Peer, author of the 'Beeching 
Report’ that prescribed a substantial contraction of the UK’s rail 
networks UK 1964 

beechams noun ► the beechams the police. Rhyming slang, from 
Beecham's Pill™, a branded medication to the bill (the police) uk 


Beecham's pill noun 1 a fool, an idiot. Rhyming slang for dill (a 
fool). From the proprietary name of a laxative formerly popular as 
a cure-all Australia, mo. 2a photographic still Rhyming slang uk 

1971. 3 a theatrical hill, ,111 advertising postei Rhyming slang uc we 
Beecham’s pills noun the testicle -1 exten n -t pills with a 

■commercial fbrrrajla'UK i 9 w 
bee cocky noun a bee farmer; an apiarist Australia, 1956 
beedi; beadi; bidi; biri noun 1 nail, I in 1 urn content, ciga¬ 
rette made of tobacco dust poured into a small lube of rolled leaf 
tied with a cOttsn thread, often flavoured wtjfetrawberry, vanilla, 
mint, chocolate, mango, pineapple, grape, licorice, cherry, etc. The 
word is of Hindi origins. Popular brands are Mangalore, Kailas, Shiy 
Sagar and Irie uk 2003 

beedler noun ervisorus /•<*, 

beef noun 1 a complaint, an argument, a fight us, is99. 2 conflict, 
feuding. A wider use of the previous sense us 2002. 3 an arrest or 
criminal charge us 1928. 4 in prison, ,1. written reprimand us, ore 
sthe vagina, an attractive and sexual woman Barbados, 1982. 6the 
penis us saw. 7 in homosexual society, a masculine man ora 
member of tSte-atfnad forces whatever his gender-preference us 

1972. 8 in the navy, a male homosexual UK m2. 9 a dramatic and 

unintended en 10 1 I ackwards fall off a 

skateboard us 1997. ► put some beef into it to try hard, to work 
bafd'gtp make an effort uk mi 


beef adjective i aggressive, violent, hostile us 2002. 2 homosexual. 
Navy usage uk is#.' 

beef! in the youth t 11 1 1 11 I 11 notoi lotering, used for 

registering approval ifficachie^ments of a dtririg, risk-taking 
rider uk 2004 

Beefa nickname the Balear 1 ind f Ibiza uk 2002 


beef and shrapnel noun ir seal of beef and 

potatoes us, 1991 

beef-a-roni noun i mi ilar h 1 I m male unning with the 
-name of a food product and the many meat images involved fiji' 
sexual slang us toss 

beef bayonet noun the penis AUSrmM, mi 
beef bugle noun the penis, especially as an object of oral sex 
AUSTRALIA, 1971 

beefcake noun 1 artistic or photographic depictions of nude or 
partially nude muscular men. The geride- equivalent of cheesecake 
us, 1949. 2 a muscular man us 1949 

beef curtains noun the labia us, im 


beefer noun 1 2 a male 

fieffifesexoil, Royal Navy use uk 1982 


beef-heart; beef verb lo fart. Also used as a noun. Rhyming slang; 
perhaps related to obsolete non-rhyming sense: a 'bean' uk i960 

beef injection; hot beef injection noun sexual intercourse us ms 
beef it verb in motorcyle racing, to fall to the ground and suffer a 
severe scrape us, 1992 

beef of the sea noun ihe loggerhead turtle Barbados, m2 
beef squad noun a group of thugs hired by management to help 

beefsteak eye noun a black eye. From the folk remedy of covering 
.%& blackened eye with a raw steak us, 1950 

beef torpedo noun the penis uk, m3 


beef trust noun 1 -tes us, ms. 2 a 

chorus of large women who entertain men§|jqs 
beef up verb to enhance someone or something, to strengthen 
someone or something us, 1944 

beefy adjective (used oi a shol n croquet) long and hard us, 1977 


beehive noun 1 s I e pouni 1 1-- 1 1,1 ling lang playing on bees 
and honey (money) uk m2. 2 in trucking, any large truck stop 
offering a full range of services us 1976. 3 an office in a railway yard 


Beehive noun ► the Beehive New Zealand's Parliament buildings. 
Designed by Sir Basil Spence; the building's domes are evocative 
# a beehive NEwMttitND, mi 

beehive burner noun n waste wood 

from sawmills Canada, 1989 

beehive it vert to leave hurried y. Vietnam war use us 1991 
beehive round noun an stiller hell that tter mall nails with 
fins instead pfsprapnel, first used in Vietnam in 19#y$;®sf 
beeitch noun u e I 1 nonym of 'bitch', espe illy as a term for a 
woman us, im 

beekienoun duino i labou li >ute r< -in ng Irive, a company 
spy,as,'7949 

bee I noun a car virgin msme^ us 1996 

Beemer; Beamer; Beamie noun a BMW car us, m2 
Bee More nickname Baltimore, Maryland us, 19m 
been verb ► been around sexually experienced us. 1979. ► been 
there said of 1 per n 1 h 1 I ker has had sex fiji , 
nos. ► been there, doing that | m - no the bleed period of 
the menstrual cycle I he 'been there’ part offers consolation to 
those who recently were on it or had crarnps .previously, .while the 
'doing that’ part refers to the fact that you are m your period 
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been-there medal | beggar 


currently us. 2001. ► been there, done that used as a laconic, 
world-weary dismissa of another s suggestion Australia, 1975. 

► been there, done that, bought the tee-shirt used as a 
laconic, world-weary dismissal of another's suggestion. An elabor- 

been-there medal noun the Vietnam Campaign Service Medal us. 


been-tonouna est Afri m nil 1 ... or Nigerian, who 

has 'been to' England, usually for study, and whose social status 
has thereby been enhanced; a British academic who has 'been to' 
any one af the more prestigious US universities w x 
beep noun an effeminate nar espe II ih 11 exual Jamaica, 1995 
beep beep! pay attention! us. mi 

beeper noun 1 the telephone us. /%«. 2 an electronic paging device 
Af|| 1970 

beer noun 1 in l nted grain or 

sugar mash us. 1 ® . 2 the chest Rhyming slang, from the slogan 
‘beer is best' us nso. ► on the beer engaged in a drinking 

beer barn noun a tavern new Zealand, m s 

beer belly noun the protruding stomach of an excessive beer drinker 

beer blast noun , | 1 1 i ganised round the nsumption of beer 
mtei im- 

beer bottle glasses noun thick eye glasses us, im 

beer bummer noun a person In idge It 1 I from others new 

ZEALAND, 1906 

beer bust noun a party organised around the consumption of beer 


beer can noun any small car that would easily get crushed In a sig¬ 
nificant accident Ifi/im* 

beer can grenade noun i n ei ind en A 1 1 limned by the 
Viet Cong, packed inside a beer can us, 1990 
beer chit noun money. In Royal Air I orce use us 2002 
beer coat noun a warm feeling, or one of imperviousness to weather 
'conditions, that prevailsvafter drinking; From private correspond¬ 
ence, 2002 NEW ZEALAND, 2002 

beer compass noun rctive when 

drunk uk 2002 

beer cozy noun a styrofoam or plastic cylinder lhal slips over a beer 
can, serving as insulation us, 2000 
beered; beered out adjective drunk on beer us. 1930 
beer flat noun an apartment where beer is sold privately and 
illegally us. tsj® 

beer goggles noun 1 drink-induced I In 1 1 ual perception 
that enhances the sexual allure of previously unappealing 
S5r tmz 

beer goitre noun the piliudmg stomach Sf a setjdiisteer drinker 

NEW ZEALAND. 1998 

beer gut noun dm 'i null- mach 1 in e -, uve beer drinker 
AUSTRALIA, 1967 

beer-gutted adjective g stomach from 

drinking beer excessively Australia, rasz 
beer high grade noun h from riel pr pec ting seams 

CANADA, 1963 

beer me! r! us m6 

beernoculars noun er drinking too 

many beers us, 1986 

beer o'clock noun quitting time on a job new Zealand, 2000 
beer parlour noun a room in a hotel licensed to sell beer. Originally 
named to distinguish them from taverns, they have been more 
recently licensed to serve men and women Canada, ms 
beer run noun a trip 10 a store to buy beer (or a party us. mi 


beer sandwich noun a men consisting of beer, beer and more beer 
NEW ZEALAND, 1998 

beer scooter noun he it li return home when too drunk to, 
afterwards, remember the journey uk. 1999 
beer spanner noun a bottle opener. Royal Air Force use uk, 1 984 
beer-thirty noun that a beer is 

overdue us, wso 

beer-up noun a session of beer drinking Australia, 1919 
beer up verb to drink a great deal of beer us im 

beer vouchers noun money uSater 

bees and honey noun m 1 I. lang uk isx 

bee shit noun honey From the m 1 ker lelief that bees defecate 

t)df%I.U5. 1984 

bee’s knees noun Jways preceded 

by ’the', a favourite construction of the flapper of the 1920s 

1965 , 


bee stings noun small female breasts us, 1994 
beeswax noun 1 >ur own business' 

and 'none of your business' us. 1934. 2 income tax; betting tax. 
Rhyming slang, cleverly punning 'bees' (bees and honey, 'money') 
and, possibly,%hack(s)'for 'the taxman's portitjfi'ik m 
bees wingers noun ik i9w 

beetle noun 1 in I ig horse us, ms. 2 a 

female, Ctesus- and carnival usage us, mr 
Beetle nickname the origina > igen car ind later models of a 
similar shape. Derives from the shape of the car, first imported to 
: lffe US in 1949; by 1960 the nickname was in worldwide usage 
and iy Volkswagen's advertisers by the 197Qs. In 1998 the 
.manoftptuirers unveiled the 'New Beetle 1 u£@» 
beetle-crusher; beetle-stomper noun a soldi# in the infantry uk 

beetle-crushers noun I I 1 ill L Martens In The 

, Lore and Language of Schoolchildren, 1959, Iona and Peter Opie 
record 'beetle-crushers’ as 'big-feet or the nickname for someone 
so-blessed' u X mi 

beevo noun anf|l#:tlQtie lteveragel4 : ASf- 

Bee Wee nickname I AND TOBAGO. 

beeyatch noun 1 ise I 1 in empl iti riat n I bitch especially 
when used to a woman or as exclamation us, 2001 
beeze noun the penis uk 1976 

beezer noun 1 tl 2 se's nose us 

i9si. 3 a pedigree Ibizan hound us, 2000 
beezer adjective ive. uk mi 

Beezer; Beeza noun BSA molor le, In pr In tion since 1909; 
also a BSA car The company name is actua ly an initialism of 
■ftrmfngharrv Small Arms. BSA owners claim that the initials in fact 
stand for 'Bastard Stalled Again' fit ’Bolts Scattered All Over 'm mi 
befok adjective From the 

Afrikaans for 'fucked up' south africa, 1979 
before-days adverb in tl^.pst Barbados, 1932 
before time adverb long ago. Flawanan youth usage us, m2 
befuggered adjective drunk, A conflation Of buggered and fucked uk 

beg noun in a telephone solicitation, the actual plea to purchase that 
which is being sold us, 1959. ► on the beg begging, scrounging 


beg verb ► go begging to be spare and available (ik 2004 
begerk noun male masturbation I rig orker use the term to 
refer to a 'big jerk' Australia, ms 
beggar nouni Euphemistic for 

bugger; sometimes spelt 'begger' uk um. 2 an unpleasant very 
dangerous or difficult thing, project, episode or circumstance, a 
nuisance Euphemistic for bugger uk 1937 
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beggar used as a euphemistic replacement for 'bugger' in all 
expletive phrases and exclamations uk raaz 

beggar boy's arse; beggar boy's ass noun money. Rhyming slang 
for brass (money) uk i960 

beggar my neighbour noun i1 >- lb hi m g for the labour 

(Exchange); usually follows 'on the' as in 'on the labour' (to be 
drawing unemployment benefit), Scwipsnes shortened to 'beggar' 

beggar’s lagging; tramp's lagging noun a prison Sentence of 90 

days uk 1950 

beggered adjective tired. A euphemism: for buggered up neWxmMd. 

be good to yourself used will; humour as a farewell. A 
catchphrase television sign-off on The Don McNeil television Club 
(ABC, 1950-51). Repeated with referential 1 humour us. ts® 

begorrahl; begorahl; begor! by God! Originally -genuine 
euphemism, latterly ac cut ascribed to stereotypical Irish Ireland, 

beg your pardon noun 1 _i 1 t 1 1 m o I _ I I 1 | 

World War 2 coinage on the grounds that pre-war Cockneys had 
'yards' not 'gardens' UK mi 

behavior report noun a letter home from a military recruit to his 
girlfriend us. ms 

behind noun the buttocks uk im 

behind adjective 1 imprisoned us, mi. 2 committed, dedicated us. ms 
behind preposition 1 (of a drug) under the influence of us, mz. 2 as a 

Suit of us iss.' 

behind-the-behind noun anal sex us. 1%/ 
behind the bridge adverb in in ghetl 1 urn Originally a 
reference to the slums of Port of Spain at the back of the East Dry 
igyef mtiNiDAD and bcrnexi, imi 
behind the door advert locked n a pkson cell uk, 1996 
behind the door when brains were given out stupid Australia. 


behind with the rent adjective 1 1 1 ual. E ended from a pun 
on 'butteeks' and ''behind' uk 2000 
beige noun a light-skinned black person us ms 
beige vert to chen 11 lly darken line t - e it the appearance of 
a purity that it does not possess us ras9 
beige adjective bland, boring us. 19m 
beige frame noun a k woman us, 1953 

beiging noun a chem rl process to iangf the hour of cocaine 
and enhance its commercial possibilities, 2002 
be-in noun an i-mi i gal 11 - iii elebration of 
counterculture lifestyles and values. Originally applied to an event 
in San Francisco in January 1967, and then to similar events 
elsewhere. Organisers ('inspirers') of that event wrote: 'When the 
Berkeley political activists and the love generation: of the Haight 
Ashbury and thousands of young fben and women from every 
state in the nation embrace at the gathering of the tribes for a 
H:|iman> ! '0Sk|n at polo-field in Golden Gate Park the spiritual 
revolution will be manifest and !«3Veh''bs ws? 

bejabbers; bejabers noun 

’Se/esus' us. 1959 

bejesus; bejasus noun 11 “ I 1 1 mid tive An ameliorated 
‘Jesus', original v a corde d in 1908 but not widely used until the 
1930s US, 1908 

bejiminy noun used as a mild expletive us. mu 
bejonkers noun the female breasts Australia, ms 
Bela and Boris noun in hold 'em poker, the two of clubs and the 
two Of spades. An allusion to Bela Lugosi and Boris Korloff Of 
horror film fame, with a nod to horror that they visit upon a 
hand iiyhftfe ’em poker us 1996 

belasian noun 

belch noun I usage us mi 


belch verb to act as a police informer us, 1901 
belcher noun 1 the mouth us, mo. 2 a police informer US, /956 
Belgian lace noun ,1 pattern of white foam from ihe frothing head 
of beer that remains in an empty glass uk 2002 
believe 1 used 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 reement 2 rued as an 

assertion of sincerity. A shortening of phrases like 'you can believe 
pe', 'you must believe what I say', etc. Recorded in use among 
young urban blackspsc 1999 

believer noun 1 ws and 

company rules ns 1971. 2 a de; d enemy so dier Vietnam war use 

1991 

be like rued 1 meaningl respor 1 meting us raw 
Belinda Carlisles noun haen rl 1 R lymin lang for'piles', 
formed from the name Qf US singer Belind$ Carlisle (b.1958) uk. 

bell noun 1 the head of the penis. From the shape uk, 2001. 2the 
clitoris Australia 3 a teleph ill 1 i langus.ras; ►give 
someone a bell to telephone someone. I rom [he ringing bell of 
original telephones uk m2. ► on a bell in television and film 
making, shooting a scene. From the fell vised o:n location to signal 
that shooting is about to begin us 1990 

bell vert to teleph ne omeon -1 llu .Alexander Graham 

Bell, telephone pioneef,Jtna/or to the bell that ©RgaSififerly 
telephones us. 1973 

belladonna noun 1 1 n 1 in lybrid marijuana, fi 

donna Is Italian for 'beautiful woman'. This plant, a hybrid of 
superskunk, shares its name with Atropa belladonna, the 
poisonous deadly nightshade uk 2001 
bell coin noun in marketing, a popular, high-profit item us rase 
belle noun a young and effeminate male homosexual us 1940 
bell end noun the head of the penis. From the shape uk 1973 
bellhop noun a member of the U in in 1 An abbreviated 
form of the longer seagoing bell hop, which teases the marines for 
thfif uniforms us. im 
bellied adjective drunk tic 2003 
bellows noun the lut^sujkti®- 

bell-ringer noun nvasser us, ra® 

bell rope noun the penis us m9 
bells noun bell bot me< rou 1 laval origins uk im 
bells! used for expressing approval US 1948 

bells and whistles noun 1 entertaining 1 1 that are not necess¬ 

ary to a computer program us. raas. 2 extra features designed by 
underwriters to attract investors in a bond issue us ms 
Bell Telephone hour noun a session ol torture in which US soldiers 
used the electricity from field telephones to shock suspected Viet 
Gsrng The term suggests a television programme, not genital- 
oriented electric tortuflsssfrssf 

belly noun 1 a fat person us 1997. 2 the swell in a thicker-than-normal 
surfboard us mu. 3 a stomach ache Barbados, mu. 4 pregnancy 
BARBADOS; m2 

belly verb ► belly the wall to stand facing a wall for Inspection by 

[prison guards us, ras> 

bellyache noun any small-town newspaper us ms 

bellyache verb to complain u$ im 
bellyacher noun a complainer us ox 

belly and back adverb 

belly board noun a making, a low camera 

’ flrtforrer^ 1990 

bellybump verb 1 to jostle; to shove; to rough up us mi. 2 to ride a 
sled face-down us, 1912 


bellybuster noun 1 1 stomach-first di int he iter Australia, mi. 
2 a greasy hamburger or other food likely to provoke indigestion 
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belly button | bender 


belly button noun i rl ie 111 - lore na e thar hildish derives 
from the appearance of an umbilica knot us. \sn. 2 a bullet hole 

belly fiddle noun a guitart®;.:^-. . 

belly flop noun a dive into the water stomach first, Intentionally or 


belly flopper noun i r | il - n li - i Iting in a painful 

impact on the wale' surface with the belly Australia, mu 2a 
riflerinaij'sbc®bj^ff©rn a prone position us rjs. r 
bellyful noun as much as you can tolerate, more than enough UK 


belly full and behind drunk adjective too full with fog4|nd drink 
tO act BARBADOS 1996 
belly fummuxnoun stomach pains 

belly gas noun air injected into the abdominal cavity to raise the 
diaphragm os, mi 
belly gun noun a handgun ds, 192s 

belly habit noum severe stomach cramping suffered during 
withdrawal from a drug addiction us mo. 2 a drug addiction, 
especially to an opiate us isp 

belly hit noun that completes an inside 

straight us 1951 

bellyologist noun a person who eats too much Barbados ms 
belly pad noun a pancake us. joss 

belly queen noun male! . e ial hi (refers face-to-face 

iifttercotiiKebs, 7965 

belly ride noun sexual intercourse us. 1993 

bellyrubbernoun 1 I 1 in h 1 partner lance close to each 
other us, 1992- 

belly rubbing noun dancing os, im 

belly-stick; stick noun 1 1 nilr 1 - n< e involving fixed 
gambling, a confederate who appears to win consistently us 1940 
belly tanker noun n 1 racin 1 made ut of salvaged 
aeroplane fuel tanks for ake bed racing us, 1992 
belly up verb to approach and stand against something, usually a 

belly-up adjective bankrupt, out of business; dead |®jpm 
bellywash noun 1 11 Irini od riginall ip lied to a weak drink, 

and then to soda us 1926 

belly whacker noun a poorly executed dive resulting in a painful 
impact on the water surface with the belly Australia, 2003 
belly-whop verb in III 1 li 1 11 1 I 111 t onto the sled us. 


belly woman noun a pregnant Jamaica, im 
belly works noun diarrhoea Guyana, 19% 

below par adjective in poor lealtl 0 lirif From describing stocks 
and shares as below face value UK 7937 
below the radar adverb keef in 1 profil inperceived us 7990 
below the zone adverb (used of a military promotion) unexpectedly 
early, Vietnam war usage us m9 
belt noun 1 a hit, a punch uk ns/. 2 a gulp, especially of strong 
alcohol us, 1922. 3 the first, strong effect of a drug us, im. 4 a 
prostitute; any woman regarded as a sex-object. The earlier sense 
of 'prostitute 1 seems to have been spread Item the Australian to 
the British forces during Wor d Wai 2 and, in so doing, broadened 
its intention Australia, ms. ► below the belt unfair, 
unsportsmanlike. I rom the language of boxing, where a blow 
below the belt is prohibited uk, nun. ► under your belt personal 
experience of something. I rom an earlier use, of food in your 

.Stomach «. rs» 

belt verb to hit n i i mill I n earlier sense: to hit 
with a belt uk ws 

belta adjective good, excellent uk. 2003 


belt along; belt verb to move at great speed. Originally 
G oucestershire dia ect uk mo 

belt buckle polisher noun a song suited for slow dancing us 1984 
belt down; belt verb to'^fr heavily uk. 1934 
belted adjective drunk or drug-mloxicated US, 1970 

belter noun 1 - 2 a song 

that cahrlfesung with great vigour; a type of singer that has a 
»|©H3cis approach to a song uk im 

belting noun 

belting adjective excellent OK 2002 

belt out verb to sing o- play a musical instrument with great vigour 

belts and boards noun accoutrements for a Royal Canadian Air 
■force,officer's uniform on formal ceremonial occasions Canada, 1995 
belt up! $ui@l uk 1949 

Beltway commando noun a 1 milita In rucrat working in 
Washington D.C. Gulf war usage us, 1991 
be lucky goodbye. Cockney, maybe mockney uk 1974 
Belushi noun 1 1 1 1 1 m ir 1 1 in in< h 111 In memory of 
the speedball mix that killed film actor John BeJtehi, 1949-82us 


Belyando spruce; Belyando sprue noun marijuana from^SSt, 
Belyando area of Queensland \ustralia, 1977 
be my guest! I 1 1 h; you are welcor le to have whatever 

has been asked for us ms 

ben noun lull 1 1 I I III I 1 It 1 he KARZY (a 

lavatory);, fom the Libyan seaport a-id probably originating in the 
desert campaign of World War 2 uk 1992 2 benzodiazepine, an anti¬ 
depressant, especially Vfeulium™. Also referred to as 'benzol 1996 
Ben; Bennie; Benjamin noun Ber zedr in- M ( mphetamine 
sulphate)) Of another central nervous system stimulant. Truckers 
Often personify stimulants, referring to 'my good friend Benjamin’ 
or saying 'better fettBennie .drive' us. m 
benar adjective bet 1 1 1 1 I I ijugated a bene (good), 

%enar, benat' (best); the 'best' sense is now obsolete but 'good' 
and 'better' survived iqg® affected surroundings of polari uk 2002 
bench noun 1 ar erve players, 

coll 2 ► ride the bench; 

warm the bench to sit on the sidelines of an athletic contest as 
■f Substjtute player is im 

bench verb 1 to remove someone fron 1 competition. Originally a 
sports term - the player literally returned to the bench during a 
game. Later applied to a variety of situations us, 1917. 2 to 
reprimand somepljetE 7997 

bench boy noun hi ith > hr 1 r mal he tarting lineup and 
thus spends mosl of the time during games sitting on the team 
.bench us. 1999 

bench jockey noun 1 1 team por 1 1 istitute player, especially 
one who makes his opinion known from the bench us, 1939 
bench race verb to talk about drag racing without actually doing it 

benchwarmer noun a substitute player on a sports team us, ms 
bend noun 1 iking; hence, a 

drug-induced hallucinogenic experience uk 1979. 2 money us, 1973 
bend verii 1 to delit ra lur 1 li 1 1 r musi il note us, 7960. 2 to 
fraudulently affect the outcome of a sporting event; to bflbfeipr by 
other means corrupt authority uk ism. 3 hr lake part in a gang 
fight us 1993. ► bend the elbow 10 enjoy a lew drinks new 
Zealand, 1994. ► bend the iron; bend the rust; bend the rail 
to change the position ol a railway point us 1946 
bended knees noun heesr 1 1 1 ling slang, sometimes shortened 
’ la 'bended'; noted in. use amongst tramps uk 19a 
bender nouni a 2 a male 

'homosexual who plays the passive role in anal sex; a homosexual 
us. bus. 3 a stolen car us, 1992. 4 any bending joint in the body, 
such as the elbow or knee us 1973. 5 a Roman Catholic new 





bender mender | Berks 


Zealand , 1998. 6 a suspended prison sentence ore, 1996. 7 a hammer 

bender mendernoun 1 ii in 1 1 iall 1 tiff irinf 

Elaborated:on bender (a prolonged session of hard drinking) uk 

SCOTLAND, 1988 


benny house noon 1 i 11 11 ii I h ual br thel that will upon 

request procure a male sexual partner for a male client os, ms 
Benny Mason; Mr Mason noun marijuana that is so potent that it 
must be stored in a pot or mason jar (a glass jar for preserving 
food) to-contain the smeifus is m 


bending drill noon rn act I 1 11 1 n pen-air Military use, 

originating with the British army in North Africa during World War 

2 UK, 1945 

bend over verb to submit; to give in to someone. An image that 
suggests bending Over is 'to be buggered' us, ixos 
bend over, brown eyes used as a humorous instruction to a 
patient about to undergo a rectal examination us. ms 
bends and motherfuckers noun the squat-thrust exercise drill 
Vietnam war usage In known as a 'burpee' us. 1991 

bend up verb itoxication uk 1999 

bene; ben; bien adjective g d from Italian 

bene, possibgf jj|tin bonus (good) uk 2002 
benefit noon any hardship or unpleasant feature of army life. Used 
With obvious irony t/s, 1968 

Ben Franklin noun a $100 note. From the engraving on the note us, 


Bengal lancer noun in "i ; rtunisl e peciall one who takes risks 
In pursuit of crimina gain Glasgow rhyming slang for chancer uk 


be nice! toed I US t in Vi tnam hen caught by surprise or 
provoked by another us. 198S 
benies noun benefits us, 1970 

Benjie; Benji noun a $100 note. I rom the portrait of Benjamin 
Franklin on thp note us. ms 
benjo noun a toilet. From Japanese Australia, ms 
Bennett buggy noun a 1 11 nverted if 11 heel horse-drawn 
carriage by removal of the engine, drive train and windshield (in 
depression tijfies); later, any broken-down car Canada, mz 
Ben Nevis noun sorted in 

private correspondence by a serving prisoner in January 2002. Ben 
tevfS'B Britain's highest matftain to climb*, zm 
bennie noun a female prostitute's customer who prefers to perform 
Ifei sex on. the prostitute us im 
bennie God noun the syrrus rsss 

bennie machine noun a reflector used while sunbathing us, ms 
bennies nouni un r Ash ten rn beneficial us > 

2 during the Vietnam war. basic comforts. A shortened form of 
'benefits' us 197s 

benny noun 1 a r il ind Islander 2an uuphetamine, 

especially Benzedrine™ (amphetamine sulphate), a central nervous 
system stimulant us 1945. 3 a Benzedrine™ inhaler us, 1970. 4 a 
Benson & Hedges cigarette uk 1996. s in Vancouver Island, an order 
of Eggs Benedict Canada 2002. 6 an overcoat uk m2. 7a Ben 
Sherman shirt, a fashion item given icoftic status by skinheads uk 
2001. sa sports (an who ooks back at a basketball game and ana¬ 
lyses, what might' have been. Synonymous with 'Monday Mofting 1 
Quarterback' except basketball people like to call them 'Bennys". 
Probably from the image of men in overcoats ( is. <•<*,. 9 a person 
who looks and talks the part of a surfer but does not actually surf 
i9Bi. ► get a benny on to ipse your temper UKiqg? 
benny blue noun 1 crap 1 II of sever i/hen hooting for your 
point. From the rail, 'Benny ue, you're .ill through!': is, ms 
benny boost noun I ipliftin technique ir I ms the use of an 
oversized, specially equipped overcoat us, 1992 
Benny boy noun n Manila and 

other Southeast Asian cities Philippines, mz 
benny chaser noun " fee c< 1 imed h Benzedrine™ (amphe- 
tamisfe sulphate), a central nervous system stimulant Used with 
huttfour by truckers who rely on different forms of stimulation to 
Stay awake for long pefte# us m 


benny suggs noun good ideas. Military; from beneficial suggestions' 

benny worker noun a thief who uses an overcoat to hide his 
movements or goods us 1949 

beno adjective i iman's con¬ 

dition white experiencing the bleed period of the menstrual cycle. 
%tmlhe pronouncement - Thgfe'vftH rW%trfanight 1954 
benson noun 1 1 id 1 lant Apparent! erived from the 
name of the butler character in US television situation comedy 
Soap, 19781-82, and its cqrkSSint spin-off Benson, 1979-86 uk 

SCOTLAND, 1096 

bent noun a homosexual. Off 10m 

bent adjective 1 stolen ns 1930. 2 corrupt, crooked, criminal. The 
opposite of straight (honest/convent onal) uk 1914. 3 unfaithful uk 
1951 4 ■ . 5 6 drunk or 

drug-intoxicated us, m3. 7 ill-humoured; grouchy us ms. 8 spoiled, 
broken, out-of-order uk 19. so. 9 suffering from decompression 
sickness uk 1 m ► bent as a butcher’s hook very corrupt, 
incontrovertibly criminal on nzz. ► bent as a nine-bob note 

1 corrupt, crooked. In pre-decima isation currency, ten-bob (ten 
shillings) was the only currency note for less than a pound'value; a 
nine-bob note would have been an obvious forgery uk 2000. 

2 ostentatiously homosexua A slei ing e aboration of bent uk, 2000. 
► bent as arseholes corrupt, crooked UK ms 

bent and greased adjective prepared to be taken advantage of The 
sexual allusion is difficult to missus 1 994 
bent eight noun an eight-cylinder V engine us, ms 
bent stovebolt noun in drag racing and hot rodding, a Chevrolet V-8 
engine m m 

Bent Whore nickname t ie 1 H uth ietnam ite of an American 
air base during the Vietnam war us 1991 
benz noun a table; of Benzedrine™ (amphetamine sulphate), a 
centtat nervous system stimulant us, 19m 
Benz nickname a Ve'cedes Berm car us 1990 
Benzedrina noun in h 1 1 - 1 1 igt 1 per nification of 
Benzedrine™ (amphetamine'sulphate), a cental! nervous system 
st'imulantus kso 

Benzo noun a Mercedes-Benz car US,. im 
bequeenum adjective homosexual uk 2003 
Berb noun a social outcast us, tm 

Berdoo; San Berdoo; San Berdu nickname San Bernadino, 

California, east of Los Angeles us 1914 
bergwind noun 1 irm ffshor ireeze outhAfrica, is 76 
bergy bit noun a small iceberg uk t m 

bergy seltzer noun when trapped 

•air is released Antarctica. 2000 

berk; birk; burk; burke noun a fool. Almost certainly a reduction of 
the rhyming slang Berkshire hunt or Berkeley hunt (a cunt) yet so 
Widely used that the original sense has almost been lost; therefeft 
suggestion that 'berk' may be a diminofiWrtf'BERKELEYS (the 
female taeasts^ilhus tf§ >(a,fool) m f* 

Berkeley Quality Software noun any computer program that is 
ncomplete or incorrect US, 1.991 

berkeleys noun / berk (a breast) uk 


berkers adjective nu 1 1 ml 111 1 1 I rom 'berserk' new 
ZEALAND. 1998 

berko adjective 1 

Berks noun Berkshire A spoken form of the conventional written 
abbreviation, considered colloquial when used in speech as a 
genuine equivalent of the original nametsc mz 
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Berkshire hunt; Berkeley hunt | better living through chemistry 


Berkshire hunt; Berkeley hunt noun i a fool. Rhyming slang for 
cunt, generally in the reduced form berk. Also variant 'Birchington 
hunt' uk 1937. 2 the vagina Rhyming si; ng for cunt. Also variant 
wcbingtoni'hunt't* 1937 

berkynouna complete loss of temper and emotional stability new 
ZEALAND <ms 

:o water if aider, to 

berley verb to place berle; h Australia, 1852 

Berlin Wall noun a testicle. Rhyming slang for 'ball', generally in the 

Bermuda crescent noun 1 front of a 

stage that remains empty when a band is playing, A joke on the 
Bermuda Triangle, a vast three-sided area of the Atlantic with 
angles at Bermuda, Puerto Rico and Fort Lauderdaite, Ffotitfei 
where shipifctgjrd planes apparently disappear uk 1999 
Bermuda time adverb late Bermuda, is® 

Bermuda triangle noun the vagina uk, mot 
Bernard Langered adjective drurk An elsboialion of lingered 
(drunk), playing.Qfti the name of German golfer Bernhard Langer 
(b.1957), possibly as an ironic swipe at his 'born-again' Christianity 

Berni; Bernice; Bernie noun cocaine 

Bernie noun 0 tula One motor 

.. .... labour Partv ri 
2002 ui 

Bernie's flakes; Bernie’s gold dust noun cocaine uk, 20m 
berriesnouni 1 talised line 2 u thing considered to 
be the finest, the most excellent, ifiefoest. Probably a figurative us 
of the berries (testicles) in the same way that bollocks carries 
both senses. Also variant 'the berrs' UKSCffnmh im 
berry noun 1 a dollar us, 1916. 2 crack cocaine us, 1993 
berry verb to c agi ng Canada, 

berry sugar n 
Bert nickname 

berth noun a job I in . 1 11 111 illy when fishing 

was done from dories, a 'berth' was a specific spot on one side or 
the dory where a fisherman was to row and work It has 
ijSWe to meap any job on a fishing boat Canada, 1999 
Bertie noun ► do a Bertie to become an mportant informer 
Police slang; after Bertie Smalls, a notorious or legendary 
(depending on your point of view) small-time fohber turned police 
informer who, in 1973, became the original supergrass oc 1999 
be seeing you goorlbve Be 11 1 ined j ^mister, 

threatening edge in 1967 when used in cult television series The 
Prisoner uk 1937 

Bess noun used as a term of address among male homosexuals us, 

bessie noun 1 the penis us 1973. 2 a best-friend. Pronounced 'bezzie', 
used by teenagers uk 2003 

best noun a stroke of a cane, or 'the slipper' applied as corporal 
punishment For some reason six was always the most popular 
njJrfiier of deliveries fsixcsfthe best') but the term varies to 
account for th^ punisher's preference. Corporal punishment has 
not been permitted in UK schools since the later C20 uk 1912. 

► one of the best a good man, a good companion uk 1937 
best verb should us 197.5. ► give (a number) of the best to give 
(so many) belts with a cane Australia, ms 
best-best adjective the very best Barbados, m2 
best bet noun the most advantageous option uk 1941 
best bib and tucker noun your best clothes Originally of an article 
worn by women,and.igttfe, in naeSffgenerahsed use by mid-CIS t*; 


best blue; best BD noun the better of an airman's or a soldier's 
two issued uniforms. BO is tattledress'. In use throughout Wd# 
W#::2sand National Service, 193?-!^,t*£j939 
best boy noun in television and film making, the electrician's assist- 

bestest adjective best. A solecism; childish, occasionally jocular or as 
an endearment uk 1905 

best friend noun ms 

best girl noun a fiancee, a wile or a special girlfriend us, m7 
be's that way 11 - I 1 1 11 I irybutwi icknowledgement 

that what is, is us. m 

best of British luck!; best of British! used as an offer of good 
wishesysdffietimes sincerely but generally with such heavy irony' 
that the opposite is intended and inferred.- Military coinage, in 
general use by 1960 uk, 1940s 
best piece noun a girlfriend or wife us, twr 
best seller noun a I ord Cortina car Citizens' band radio slang, 
presumably inspired by Ford’s sates figures at the time of coinage 

bet verb ► bet a pound to a piece of shit used as a statement 
of absolute certainty Usua ly 1 onstrued positively as i will' or 
'would bet'; occasiona and earlier use may be negative uk n 7. 

► bet like the Watsons 1 I- he il in horses. After 

legendary Aur ► bet London to a 

brick used tralia, 1943. 

► bet on a horse to be addicted t heroin r morphine us, 1992. 

► bet on the blue to gamble on credit austraua, 1949 ► bet on 

the coat to place di nm bet il 1 >< In il hi to encourage 
genuine intere ► bet the dog in bar 

dice games, ti ► bet the 

ranch; bet the farm 1 I 1 1 rtain at ut something 

us ns:. ► bet until your nose bleeds in horse racing, to bet all 
of your resou ► want to bet 

on it? a catchphrase rsed id en 1 e I a, a challenging 
®Kp»itesston of doubt uk isd 

bet! use|'S«? expressing approval us. m7 

beta noun 1 11 - 1 1 | I ill ini e. Borr ed from the techni¬ 
cal process of external testing of -j product us, 1991. 2 the grade 'B' 
in academic work os, 190s 

betcha! used as a statement of certainty. A phonetic blending of 
‘bet you' or^m^Wp pf Jet your ass/boots/life, etc uk 1 9« 
bet-down adjective very ugly Ireland, 2001 

be the ... usee philosophy, as 

in 'Driver, be the fast lane', us, 1984 


be there or be square il , 1 . k > 1 u ttend in event thus 
advertised you wil risk being thought unfashionable. A popular 
tetdhph rase pr slogan m, i960 

betise noun an ill-timed remark the term comes from French 
CANADA.^ 

bet on top noun er's confederate to 

encourage genuine interest in a particular gamble. The book¬ 
maker's clerk will plate the bet 'on top' (not uimg body) of tfl& 
betting-bpsfcjyft mi 

Bette noun a pel on I ' » better 1 1 1 1 I tance After singer 
Bette Midler who recorded the song'ft$n a Distance', 1990 uk 

better half noun a wife A jocular u ige that over lime, has also 
referred to: "a husband', 'a close friend' and 'a man's soul.' us iso 
better idea noun n car repair shot 1 1 to d cribe any of several 

ill-advised equipment developments by Ford. Derived from a Ford 
advertising slogan - 'Ford has a better idea’ as 1&2 
better living through chemistry used as a huftforous 
endorsement ot mind-altering recreationa drug use Borrowed 
flam an advertising slogaridfpuPont Chemicals is, m 




better than a poke in the eye with a sharp stick | bibby 
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better than a poke in the eye with a sharp stick describes an 
event or circumstance that is of minimal desirability. A 'burnt 
stick' or a 'blunt stick' allow further variation of the basic formula; 

AUSTRALIA, 19 a 

betting ring noun the area at a racecourse devoted to betting 
AiijSTRAUA, 1966 

betting shop noun in ill _ il ^ II hment for betting Australia, rase 
betting tool noun in horse racing, a horse that consistently wins US, 


Betty nouni an 2 woman. Probably 

after Betty Hoskins (b 1922), well known to audiences of Graham 
NOrtort's television programmes sttrgb 1998 uk, 2003 

betty bracelets noun police uk, 1993 

Betty Coed noun t >1 or college 

Student us. mi 

Betty Crocker noun u ed 11 nbatt in ietnam to describe 
their peers not in combat especially those in Saigon. Betty 
Crocker is the mythical yet trademarked American homemaker 
created in 1921 by the Washburn Crosby Company, forerunner to 
General Mills Incorporated, One -fififfiany terms coined in Vietnam 

/St 1969 

Betty Grable noun 1 II hymin ir.11 mil use, based on 

the name of film actress Betty Grable (1916-73) uk, me. 2 a table. 
Rhyming slang, based on the name of film access Betty Grable 
(1916-73). Also shortened to 'betty' uk. m2 

between pictures adjective out of work, unemployed. A 
euphemism, true in the entertainment industry, jocular elsewhere 


between you and me and the gate-post; between you and 

me and the bedpost bn e 1 I nj mug the image of 
a confidence passed over a garden gate. The 'bedpost', a still-used 
variation,allows for more intimate intercourse uk m2 

bet your ass 

bet your boots 11 - is a sta nentofa lute ertainty us. i 856 
bet your bottom dollar used as a statement of absolute certainty 


bet your hat u 
bet your life 

Beulah land noun heaven I rom the book of Isaiah, 62:4 us, 19.39 
bevels noun dice that have been I ere I I 1 unding off the sides 
slightly so as to produce a desired point us rm 
beverada; bevois noun 1 cted variations 

of bevvy uk. 2002 2 a public house. An affected variation of bevvy 


Beverley Pills noun the prescription drug Vicodin™ when taken 
recreatianallyjis 2m 

bevie homie noun a heavy drinker uk 1953 

Bevin noun in the 111 1 11 nit 1 In | - 11 it home as a result 
of mechanical breakdown. After Ernest Bevin, 1881 -1951, 
statesman and creator of the Transport and General Workers 
Union. This term, like most of the UK's mining industry, has hflf 
survived the intervening years uk. 19to 
bevo noun any ak^hqjtc beverage us. 2003 
bevvied; bevvied up adjective drunk. From bevvy (an alcoholic 

bevvy verb to dJfrt alcohol uk. 1934 

bevvy; bevie noun ► on the bevvy; on the bevie jgtfi drinking, 
especially for a period of time dedicated to drunkenness uk 1953 

bevvy; bevie; bevvnoun 1 an alcoholic drink, especially beer. 
Possibly from the circus term ‘bevie’ (a public house), or an 
abbreviation of 'beverage'; both derive from CIS 'bever' (drink), 
and ultimately from Latin bj&greuK. kb 
bevvy casey; bevie casey noun a public house A combination of 
bevvy (an alcoholic drink) and, ultimately, Italian casa (house) uk 


bevvy omee noun a drunkard A combination of bevvy (an alcoholic 
drink) and omee (a man) uk 1937 
bevvy-up noun a drinking.s^sion UK m2 

bevvy up verb t( BEVVY UK 1970 

bewitched, bothered and bewildered adjective confused The title 
of a song from the 1940 show Pal Joey, lyrics by Lorenz Hart, 
music by Richard Rodgers u&mo 

Bexley Heath; bexleysnoun the teeth Rhyming slang, based on a 
convenient area ol Greater London ok, 1992 

beyond adjective 

beyond adverb in EnglandSfivwQ 1997 

bezazz; bizzazz noun glamour, sparkle, energy, excitement. A vari- 
ation, if not a misspelling, of pizzazz us, 1970 
bezel noun anyrajf part ig’ rfe 
bezzie adjective best UK 2005 

BF; bee eff noun I I. A euphemisti bbreviation 
BFD noun a big fucking de a. Sometimes euphemised from 'fucking' 
ffi, 'fat' US. 1966 

BFE noun any remote I < tion -11 ibbre it n f bumfuck, egypt us, 

BFI noun 1 in compute echn< > in appro h relying on brute 
force and ignorance rather than elegant analysis us, 19m. 2a 
massive heart attack or stroke; a big fucking infarct os, 1994 
B flat adjective fat. Rhyming slang M a xe 
BFN noun an extrem remo |l Anal deviation of butt 
FUCKING NOWHERE US, 200' " 

BFU adjective big fat and ygly US, 1996 

BG noun a young member of a youth gang An abbreviation of baby 
gangster us. ms 

Bgamenounin igambllnge it hment < irdroom, the table 
with the second highest betting limit os rass 
BGF the Slack Guerilla / amily, a black piisoii gang us, 2000 

B girl noun in u i 11 .. 1 ii i bar, en ouraging customers 

'through flirtationspsluy drinks, both for themselves and for her 
us, 1936. 2 a young woman involved in early hip-hop From 'break 

BH! used In anger, astonishment, disappointment and frustration. A 
wjhffnistic abbreviation of bloody hell! uk wzs 
bhang noun i mariji in usuall | imed t e from India. Urdu 
for cannabis indica (Ir dian hemp), also used for a marijuana tea. 
Known in various forms since 1598 , modern usage and variant 
spelling, 'bang', probably begins with hippies India, 19us. 2 a mixture 
of marijuana pollen and pee for smoking uk 2002 
bhang lassi noun yoghurt and marijuana combined in a drink indm, 

B head noun a barbiturate user or addict us, 1979 
bhoy noun an I lence, 

especially as 'the Bhoys' Irish pronunciation of 'boy' uk northern 
IRELAND, 2001 ' 

bi noun a bisexual person us m 6 
bi adjective bisexual blu *956 

bianc; beone; beyonek; beyong noun a shilling. From Italian 
bianco (white) (or the silver ol the coin; these variations survived 
in theatrical and gay society from mid-CIS until UK decimafeatton 
in 1971 UK m2 

Bianca blast noun uth full of Bianca 

’ wash us, 1993 

bib noun 1 in horse racing i horse’s n r head a a measure of a 
close finish Australia, 1939. 2 a tablet of MDMA, the recreational 
drug best known as ecstasy uk am. ► push your bib in; put 
your bib in; stick your bib in to interfere Australia, 1959 
bib verb to sound a horn. A variation of conventional 'beep' uk 2004 
bibby noun 1 ng for obsolete 

Anglo-Indian 'bebee' uk 1975. 2 mucus Barbados, 1982 





bibby-dibby | big-ass bird 


bibby-dibby adjective petty, trivial, worth less Jamaica. 2003 
bibi adjective bisexual uk.S 0 [ 

Bible noun i the truth us. ms. 2 a fundamental source book, if not 
the most authoritative reference book in ,1 given field us issb. 3on 
the railways, the book of company rules us, m-. 4 in trucking, the 
Interstate Commerce Commission's book of regulations governing 
trucking us. 1971. 5 1 he Harley-Davidson repair manual. Biker 
(motorcyle) usage us. 2001. 6 in a unionised work environment, the 
union contract us, m 7 in circus and carnival usage, a 
programme or souvenir magazine us, 18 in [he circus or 
carnival 0 ► the Bible 

Glass's Guide, to Used Car Prices, first published in 1SS3- Aspectal- 
ist use for the motor trade uk mi 

bibleback noun 1 .- 1 ha turned 1 religion, sincerely or 

not us 1972 . 2 in the cirrus oi carnival, a folding plank used for 
grandstands us, 19® 

Bible-basher; Bible-thumper noun an evangeli&iEhristian us, isss 
bible-bashing adjective Christian, especially zealously so Australia. 

Bible belt noun i south, where 

fundamentalist Christians dominate the culture us, 1924. 2 the pol¬ 
itical interests and constituency of the (Christian) religious right UK 
2mi. 3 any area with a fundamentalist Christian majority uk 2001 
Bible belter noun 1 [ er nf m the rura nid e teui or southern 
US Implies igtorance, gullibility-and backwardness us ?azs 
Bible bunny noun 1 I istian h 1 ill-I il piritual joy us.im 
Bible puncher nou/ Not recorded 

until 1961 but suggested by bible-punching, 1937 uk mi 
Bible-punching noun \lso, now more 

usually, used as an adjective uk, 1937 
Bible run noun in television and film making, a weekly print-out of 
all production expenses us, r 990 

Biblical neckline; Biblical top noun a low-cut neckline on an item 
of ladies' wear that reveals generous amounts of cleavage, or 
more. A pun on 'Lo and beholdl'. Possibly Australian in qfjgin and, 
when noted in 1984, was thought to have slipped into disuse hy 
.ife mid-1960s. It is currently alive and well in the UK in 
^median’s patter: 'I see you're wearing your biblical top tonight 
... Lo and behold! And, yea, I can see the promised land. And, 
ballet (jjah! - therje- Fs rttiIte.and honey! One ofi each tap' uk 1984 
bic verb to understand Vietnam war usage; a corrupted biet, 
Vietnamese for 'understand' us, tm 
bicarb noun bicarbonate of soda us, 1922 

bice; byce noun an I reach bis (twice) uk 1937 

bice and a roht; bice and a half noun in betting, odds of 5-2. 
The literal sense is 'twocand a half; in,bating odds the -1 is:, 
usually implied Fnjfn bice (two) uk 1937 
bicho noun the penteiyS raze 
bicky; bikky noun a biscuit uk m 

bicoastal adjective 1 ii 1 11 in I ist coasts of the US. 

Almost always used with a sense of mocking, hypenfarmality us 

bi-curious adjective ii I in perimentir ith bisexuality us, 

bicyclenouni 1 exual pr ni 11 1 fen 1- 2a bisexual us, 

ms. 3 in lowball [ ker, the It 1 >ossible straight us, 7987. 4 in 
electric line work, a chain dri used for dri ing holes us, 19m. ► on 
your bicycle in I 1 tayin 11 horn the opponent's 
punches by back pedalling us, 193 6 

bicycle verb 1 in televisi 1 indfil.I in irk on multiple 

projects simultaneously In the days of silent films, to show a film 
at several different theatres required transporting it from one 
theatre to another, often by bicycle us, razz. 2 to ride a surfboard 
with, a wide stance- U& razz 


bicycle pump noun a ir 11 Korean war u rge us 1961 
bid noun an old wonlan, especia Iv one who complains or fusses. A 
shortening of biddy uk. im 


biddims noun row Barbados, 1996 

biddle move noun 1 n 1 -11 1-I 1 heal 1 i conjuror that 
moves a selected p aying card to hie bottom of the deck uk 2003 
biddy noun an olain and fuss. 

The dominant sense of the term in the US, with the older sense 
Of a 'young woman' unknown us 1938 
bidness noun iciation of a Texas 

igaSStac us, 7 984 

biff nouni 2 lecially 

fighting on a sporting field Australia 1970. 3 in mountain biking, a 
crash us, 1996. 4 in pinba . a forceful hit with the flipper us, 1977. 
s the vagina, the vulva ut 199 6 a person deformed to some 
degree by spina bifida. An offensive term used by schoolchildren 
UK 2003. 7 a toilet us 79s 

biff verb 1 tO hit someone or something uk isss. 2 io throw 
something new Zealand. 1 964. 3 in computing, to inform someone 
of incoming mail us 1991. 4 io fail us, 1997 

biffa adjective -I ul I I" ' I I >1 II- I I i 1 U BIFFER (an 

unattractive woman); however UK theories abound, including: 

‘Biffo the Bear' in the Beano comic from 1948 , simply known as 
'Biffo' by the 1990 s; 'Biffa Bacon' in the later Viz comic; and the 
iftmiJiar company name, ‘Biffa Waste-Services' uk. 2003 
biffer noun 1 some ne 1 inf 1 tion a 11 rd hitter, especially 
in sports uk 2003. 2 any implement used for lulling, whether 
designed for such a purpose or improvised uk 2003. 3 an 
unattractive woman us, 1932 
biffoe noun a rude and obnoxious person uK,m 
biffy noun a toijsii/s m2 
biffy adjective dljlMk UK 7967 

biftanoun i i m i ii in i i i mi nt marijuana to make a 
cigarette. Also Variant spe lii gs 'biftah' or 'bitter' uk nse. 2 a ciga¬ 
rette. Sometimes ,shortened to 'bif. uk im 
big verb to impregnate someone us,(#$k- 

big adjective i ge phrase 'that's 

big of you' us. 1934. 2 in darts, the arger o' two sections of a 
number on the dartboard or example, Hie larger 6 section would 
be 'big six' us; <•«>. ► like a big dog (o an extreme us up. 

► the big dish a big win Aust lan mi mg Australia, 

1949 . ► too big for your boots m i-d i-important uk 1879 
big adverb very successfully; to a great degree. Especially in the 
phtasS go over big us, 1893. ► go over big to achieve great 
succgssvSj-. m2 

Big A noun i AIDS us, 7992. 2 in poker, an ace, especially when It is 
the deciding card in a hand us. mss. ► give someone the Big A 
to dismiss, reject or sack someone 1 he 'big A' is a euphemism for 
'arse' Australia, 79x5 

Big A nickname 1 11 - -1 i" 1 1 h -1 1 ), < iminant jockey in 
American horse racing from 1933 until 1962 , one of only two 
jockeys to wfit-ife Kentucky Derby five times. The 'Big' sobriquet 
supplied a dose cf jliny when applied to a man who stood 5 ' 2 " 
and weighed 114 pout dsus 1 2 the Aqueduct RaceTrackin 
Westbury, New York us, 7959. 3 the IJS federal penitentiary in 
Atlanta, Georgia-Us, m2 

big air noun an 11 n| 1 1 Ii 1 1 1 n a sn .hoarder and the 

snow us, 7 994 

big an heavies noun Benson & Hedges™ cigarettes uk Scotland, 1988 
big apple noun , the 'Superfly' 

era of the early 1970 s us, i 9 zo 

Big Apple nickname New V Id Cohen and 

Barry Popik have researched the origins oi the lerm extensively, 
destroying along the way a number of popular yet false 
etymologies. Cohen and Popik trace the fifSffjrinted use of the 
term to New York sportswrlter John J. Pitzprald, who heard the 
term used by black racetrack stable hands us, 1921 
big-arsed adjective big uk 2000 
big-ass adjective very large us, 1957 
big-ass bird noun the Boeing B -17 military aircraft us, /%/ 







big-assed | big Dick 
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big-assed adjective large us, ms 
Big B nickname Berlin US, 1944 
big bag noun a large bag of heroin; heroin us i%9 
big ball noun 1 in pool, an object ball that can be hit either directly 
or on the rebound off a cushion. Because there are two ways to 
hit it, it is a bigger target, hence a‘big h il 2 in n i 

feii that 'forcefully hooks into the standing pins us, tmf 
big bailer noun a big spender us, m 

big banger noun moto ,1 ith i larg ne- /linder engine us. 

big beast noun an important, powerful;|i«^iJS:B« 2000 
big belly noun a B 5? bcrrbe- us, rase 

Big Ben noun 1 2 the new, 

large design hundred-dollar note minted in the late 1990s. The 
'Ben' is an allusion to Benjiftarn Frarilw the CIS slang 
lexicographer whose portrait graces the note us we. 

3 Benzedrine™ (amphetamine sulphate), a central nervous system 
stimulant us, ran 6. 4 in craps, a roll often. Rhyming slang us mi 
5 a prison siren that announces an escape 01 riot us, 1950. 6 the 
penis. A visual pun from ttefcapfeft landmark uk zeflr 
Big Ben nickname the'fJSS Franklin (heavily damaged off Japan 
19th March 1945, repaired and mothballed); the USS Bennington 
(commissioned in 1944, decommissioned in 1970). The 
Bennington was featured in the opening scene of the CBS 
television programme Navy Log in 1956-and 195?Vs im 
Big Bertha noun i i e lot machir used a a promotion 
for hotel guests and to Hire prospective gamblers into a casino-^ - 

Big Bertha nickname the Ringl ig E i i Barnum and Bailey 
' .CtfCtllUS 197$ 

big bikkies noun a large amount of money.,jRKjtn bicky, a 
diminuitive form of 'biscuit nsw Zealand, im 
big bill noon a $100 note w; i96i 

big bird noun i I i rison iter A play on bird (lime) (time 
served in prison) ar d 'Big Bird' a I, rge puppet featured on Sesame 
Street, a children's tet^viston programme since 1969 uk, 2000 
Big Bird noun in h m exual u 1 nar id i large penis. An 
allusion to a.-fcta 9 fitef on tbecnrldren's television programmer 
Sesame Street us. 1 m 

big bitch noun the j 1 1 enter e 1 - 1 1 1 I it uul criminals us, 

big bloke noun cocaine tif.it® 

big blow noun a Inin me. Used t Australiar fishermen and sailors 

AUSTRALIA, 1944 

Big Blue 82 noun a 12,540-pound BLLJ-82 bomb. A vicious anti¬ 
personnel weapon, developed foi vegetation clearing in Vietnam, 
used again in the Persian Gulf war and Afghanistan us. is® 
big blue bin noun the outdoors, when su'fplus gfaih is stored there 
Canada, tate 

big-boobed adjective of a femal having generously pioportioned 
breasts ipSipo 

big book noun in elve ej re er programmes such as 
Alcoholics Anonymous, the book Alcoholics Anonymous, first 
published in T93 9 and still the central document of the recovery 
movement us. im 

Big Bopper nickname J. F as disc jockey 

In the early years of rock and roll whose hit recording of 'Chantilly 
Lace' propelled hi^isto performing stardom, which in turn 
placed him on the small aeroplane 'American Pie' that carried 
Buddy fifoil) and -him to their death uk, im 
big boss noun heroin us, 1972 


big brother noun 1 the penis, especially a large penis us, ms. 2 the 
erect penis US, raez 

Big Brother noun 1 I 1 the [ rsonifi n of ill encompassing 
government authority From George Orwell's '949 novel 1984 uk. 


big brown eye noun the female breast us im 
big brownies noun MDMA, the recreational drug best known as 
ecstasy. A variation of brownie (; mphetamine or MDMA) that dis- 
Jihguishes, speed flip#, ecstasy uk ms 
big bud noun a very popular variety of marijuana with heavy buds 

Big C noun i cancer us, im, 2 cocaine us, 1959. 3 commitment to a 
relationship seen as something to be feared or avoided uk 200s. 

4 in citizens' band radio si; ng, applied to many UK towns 
be|ibRing with C, specifically Caernarfon, Carlisle, Chichester or 
Chippenham, This logic is continued throughout the alphabet, e.g. 
'big B by the sea' (Brighton), 'big D' (Dorchester), 'big W' 
(Worthing); also, villages beginning with C become 'little C' or, in 
Scotland, 'wee C' uk mi. 5 a female as an sexual object. A hint of 

CUNT 6 S 1968 

big cage noun a prison 

big car, small dick; BCSD 

large or expensive car Used.pWVertoi&lty- a car is a phallic symbol 

big casino noun 1 the best that you can do; your greatest resource 
us. 1922. 2 cancer us, mi. 3 any sexually transmitted infection us, 

1948. 4 capital punishment, the death penalty us, i960 
big cat noun 1 a Jaguar car uk mi. 2 in poker, a hand comprised of 
five cards between eight and king and no pairsfwiffong them. Also 
•kpovyn as 'big tiger’ us. isss. 

big Charlie noun 1 a CH- 3 C. helicopter used during ihe Vietnam war 
for counterinsurgency airlifts us, uk, 2 an important white man us 


big cheese noun the most important person in a given organisation 
or enterprise us. 1914 

big chicken dinner noun a bad conduct discharge. Playing with 
initials: armed forces usage us, 1991 
big chief noun the hallucinogenic drug, mescaline uf 1971 
big conk, big cock used as a summary of the folk wisdom that 
ihere is correlation between the size oi a man's nose and the size 
pf hfe penis uk mi 

Big D noun 1 death us, razz. 2 LSD us 1966. 3 the penis. D as in dick 


big D nickname 1 Da as, rexas us mo 2 Detroit, Michigan us, mi. 
3 Denver, Colorado us, m7 

big dad noun a senior drill instructor. Vietnam war usage us, 1991 
big daddy noun 1 an immense wave ns razz. 2 an important and 
influential man us im 


Big Daddy nickname 1 )e e Unri I 1 122-1 1 7 ) a Democratic 
politican of great influen in III 11 1 2 Ed Roth 

( 1932 - 20 S 1 ). the hot rod artist mosCtwaus for creating the Rat 
Fink character in ihe early 1960 s us n 3 Don Garlits (b. 1932 ), 
thp-dominant drag racing driver in the US from the early 1960 s to 
70 s us 1965. 4 the I ederal Communications Commission us re z6 
big dago noun 1 in. I si 1 11 le 1 It il 1 bread us ra® 
big dance in Newark noun in circus and carnival usage, a jocular 
explanation for a small audience us mi 
big day noun visaing day n pr'son us, 1949 
big dead one nickname later in the Vietnam war, ihe First Infantry 
Division. A sad play on BIG red one after heavy attrition tfefopjgh 
casualties us, mi 


big box noun a large chain of shops featuring a single type 0: 
merchandise us 1993 

big boy noun 1 a tanl etnam ri ige Th bigger the tank and 
the more weapons mounted on the tank, the more likely it was to 
be called a 'big boy' us, 1968. 2 a marijuana cigarette uk 1999 


big deal noun 

exclamation, used to dismiss such an issue as of little or no 
importance us, im 

big Dick noun 1 in ij r< D e fter embellished to'big 
'Dick from Boston', 'big Dick'ffem Battle Creek', and 'big Dick the 
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ladies' friend'. Gambling slang authority, the late Thomas Clark, 
theorised that 'dick' came from the French dix. Another popular 
folk etymology is that the original Big Dick was Boston dice 
cheater Richard Mantell who was shot to death as he switched 
dice while trying to shoot a ten. The addition of 'the ladies’ friend' 
leaves little doubt as tftifif most probable etymology - ten inches 
would indeed be big US, urn. 2 a 14-inch rocket US 1946 
Big Dig noun i Boston, 

Massachusetts, replac ing an existing six-lane central arterial 
motorway with an eight to feme underground expressway 
.directly beneath;the existing road.61 m 
big ditch nickname the Atlantic Ocean. A refinement of ditch us, nm 
big dog™™ in poker, a hand comprised of five cards between nine 
and ace and no pairs among them us. 1963 
big dollar noun a great deal of money in any currency uk 2000 
big drink™™ re ean, es( lly the Atlanti ^an The term 
was first used to mean the Mississippi River; by rhe time it was 
applied ,te the ocean, the river sense had receded us im 
big drive noun a powerfu injection of a drug us 1949 
big duck™™ in 1 1 1 Reput movin m ns 79Z6 

big duke noun r, a strong hand us 

Big E noun lad ismissaj; a- rejection./ftti first letter of elbow|$: , 
dismissal) uk »a 2 a railway engineer us 1977 
Big E nickname the 1 Enterpr - I hi id irriers carried the 

name Enterprise and the nickname 'Big E', the first commissioned 
1936 and the second in 1961 us, 1942 
big ears™™ 11 he Ian ia fparaglidin in intentional 
coll; psing 0' both tips ol the wing 10 increase speed us m2 
Big Easy nickname New Orleans, Louisiana US, razo 
big eat; big heaps noun a feast; a great meal tristan da cunha, 1964 
big eight™™ in 1 ike fourt > -I rro ing from the game of 
craps us. m 

big eights; big 8's good wishes us, 19/6 
big enchilada noun the supreme leader. A term coined and 
popularised by the Nixon White House during the Watergate 
scandal us, 1973 

big end noun 1 the quarter-mile race 

course where highest speeds are attained us, most,, 70s. 2 top speed. 
Biker fnoforcyle) usage us, 2001 

big-endian adjective in nputin I 1 in nputer architecture 
in which the most significant byte is found in the lowest address 

big eye noun 1 se one located 

on Palomar Mountain, California us w. 2a Lockheed EC-121 
Warning Star aircraft. Deployed in Vietnam to provide early 
warning and communication relay; later redesignated the college 
eye us 1 99u 3 insomnia A common condition in Antarctica 
because of the wild swings in daylight hours Antarctica, 1959. 

4 avarice Bahamas, 1x2 
big Fthe word 'fuck', in all uses India, 7002 
big fat noun 

big fat one noun a large marijuana cigarette uk. 2001 
big-feeling adjective inordl'hateiy proud Canada, im 
big fella™™ the penis. An obvious, perhaps boastful, variation of 

OLD FELLOW OK, 2001 

big fellow noun a law enforcement oflficia of ihe US federal 
governmentus; 1974 

big fish noun a very important person or thing us. 1836 

big fish, little fish, cardboard box™™ the hand movements 
that characterise;: techno-style dancing in the early 1990s uk 2001 

big flake noun cocaine uK rom 

big foot noun 1 a prominent, highl isible jourr ilist or columnist, 
especially one ( ering In 2 lammation ofthe 

iOOt JAMAICA, 2003 


big foot country™™ the deep, rural south ofthe US us razv 
big fours; big 4’s - -1 ... 1 I ind radio slang us, 

big friend noun a bomber aircraft us, me 
big fucking deal noun a major issue An elaboration of big deal. 
Often used to dismiss something as not being a major issue us, 

big full noun in p ker i hand con 1 1 hree ice and two kings. 

This hand represents the best possible variation ofthe hand 
conventionally knowt as a “Mf fapuse ! b& ms 
big G noun Cod US. 1981 

big general noun in a bar dice game, a first roll showing five dice of 
®ge same denomii®ticjn"as 1974 
Big George noun a twenty-five cent piece us, 1973 
biggie ™™i a hi leal 1 I in 1 nsequence or difficulty. 
Often in the negative 'no biggie’ us 1 us. 2 an important person 
us 1926 . 3 a big-name actor who can be counted on to draw a large 
audience us, 1926. 4 an acl of defecation Children's vocabulary new 
Zealand. 1994. s marijuana uk sous . 6 a 26-ounce bottle of rum 
GUYANA. 1978 

big girl noun an effeminate, weak and/or cowardly male Australia. 19m 
big girl’s blouse noun an effeminate, weak and/or cowardly male uk. 

big girls' board noun the London variety of dartboard. Used with 
derision by Manchester board players uk 19m 
biggity adverb in a haughly nr g nil ram eked way us, im 
big green noun in sporting and music events, corporate sponsors us, 


biggums adjective overweight US, 1994 

big gun™™ 1I1 'll 11 I I 11 1 I ive conditions 

AUSTRALIA, 1963 

biggun™™ i i i mi- 'L - i i i ii l in >ne either 
deliberately jocular or matter-of-factly uk 1971 
Big H noun heroin us 1953 

big hair noun an extravagant, large-sized hairdo us, razs 
BigHarry™™ 1- in -1 la >r ti n f harry (heroin) on the 
model of big h (heroin) us, i 9 t$ 

big hat™™ a loco state trooper. I torn the wide-brimmed hats 
formerly worn bj many state troopers t/S, r*z 
big hat, no cattle used for describing someone who appears the 
part but has no substance us 1977 
big head noun 1 a conceited, arrogant or haughty person us mo. 

2 arrogance, excessive pride us 1992 
big-headed adjective conceited, arrogant, haughty us rasz 
big heaps noun a large meal anta/ct/ca, 

big hit verb HIT AUSTRALIA, 1960 

big hitter™™ 1 an important, influential or powerful person. From 
the sporting sense uk 200 .. 2 a sportsperson who strikes a ball 
especially hard with 3 bat, club or racket, etc uk 2002 
big hole™™ 1 the emergen top [ tion on 1 1 ulway air brake 
us, 1931. 2 in trucking, the position of the gear shift with the most 
gear combinjlphs us, 1942 
big hook™™ a writing crane us 1929 
big house noun 1 a prison Usually follows 'the' us, 1913. 2 a crown 
court uk 7996. 3 a menta hospital; any large, impersonal, 
threatening institution. Extended from an earlier usage (a 
WHflshiCiiiselux; 1984 

Big House noun ► the Big House New Scotland Yard uk 2001 
big Huey; big Huey Long noun 11 11 1 entence. An allusion 

:o H 

advocated harsh prison sentences new Zealand, 1999 
big idea noun a bad idea us, i960 

Big Inch nickname a pipeline from east Fexas 10 the northeast states, 
built 1942 - 43. The success ofthe project - and its naughty- 
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sounding nickname - gave birth to the 'Little Big.fnch' (Texas to 
New Jersey, 1943-44) and iSig Inch-by-lnch' (Edmonton to British 
•-iSumbia, 1951 -53) US. syz 

big iron noun i a large car us, 1975. 2 a large, powerful, fast, expensive 
compuWr US, mi 
Big J nickname Juatez, Mexico US, 

big jobs noun an act of defecation; excrement 1 hus to do big jobs'; 
childish uk m 


Big Joe noun a novice especiall 1 lilitary recruit us, 1947 
Big Joe from Boston noun in grafts, Aterr is, tss> 
big John noun ainly by black 

teenagers us. im 

Big John nickname hf iohn Han ci enter ii< rgo, Illinois us. 1997 
big juicer noun a powerful, all-night AM radio station os, 1976 

Big K nickname Korea US. im 

big kahuna noun a top leader. From a Hawaiian lerm for 'priest' or 
Big L noun 1 love (4; 1987. 2 a loser t&i$m 

Big L nickname i Lubbock, Texas us, 1976. 2 the federal penitentiary in 
Leavenworth, Kansas os, 1970. 3 the offshore 'pirate' radio station, 
$|dia iLondon that broadcast off the Essex coast from 19$4. Until it 
was forced off th$w on 14th August 1967 uk 2004 
big-league veib 1 " 11 I 11 4 " 1 1 1 1 1 1 "in > I 

or rich people os 1999 

big-league adjective powerful, influential, important os 1919 
big leagues noun a high evel in any field A so used in the singular 
US. 1941 


big legs noun a-generpus spender os, rasz 
Big M nouni in i| I Hi" 2 i i ill i i il Dates from a 

' dipjfl'fWi the C20 when a million pounds was less commonplace ok 

Big M nickname Memphis, Tennessee of 3$$ 

Big Mac noun a large area 'lot' 11 1 I 1 > irders' slang; from 

tha similarity of appearance to a branded hamburger ok ms 
big mama noun the-acg^is^ f®/ 

Big Man noun GodiJc.p? 

big man on campus noun a socially prominent student. Initially 
used with respect, but often in latei years with irony, if not scorn 

_-D| 1930s m 70s 

big meeting in the sky noun heaven as characterised by those who 
are part of twelve-step recovery programmes such as Alcoholics 
Anonymous us, ms 

Big Mo nickname "re JSS Missouri US. 194$ 

big mother noun r used by the US Navy in 

Vietnam for search, and rescue missions us 1990 


big mouth noun ill III I reet I istful or erl whose person; a 
quality of indiscreet talkativeness us, 1 889 
big mover noun a person who is, either consistently or on a specific 
occasion, highly successfu Australia, 1969 
Big Muddy nickname 1 the Mississippi Riveros, isvc. 2 the Missouri 

big nickel noun five hundred)dpilas.'tS mi 
big noise noun 1 an important and influential person us 1906. 2 in 
poker, Hie alpha player ai ,1 table os, 1996 
big-note verb in betting, to exaggerate your status or bankroll 
AUStMUA, 1989 

big-noter noun 1 zeal 1 1 - 1 1 1 fan tralia ny 

big-note yourself verb to overstate your importance Australia, 1953 
bignum noun anj 1 very large especially if greater than 

2,147,483,648 OS, 1983 

big number noun in Jrag ing 21 I mil >er hour, first officially 
recorded on 12th July, 1964 os !96s 


big NUMBER-oh noun a bull I ending th 1 zero, especially 30, 
40 and 30, for instance, 50 is the 'big-five-oh', os, 1980 
Big 0 noun 1 an orgasm os 1968. 2 opium; heroin us, 1957. 3 a railway 
conductor. From the abour organisation name 'Order of Railroad 
.Cenductors' us 1930 

Big 0 nickname 1 Okinawa, Japan us. 1972. 2 Omaha, Nebraska us .os. 
big on adjective ng; considering 

something to be particularly important os rser 
big one nouni one hundred dollars os mi. 2 one million dollars os 
1967. 3 one thousand dollars os 1863. 4 in prison, one pound (£1) OK 
sor 5 World War 2 ox so. 6 in horse racing, the race on a given 
day with the highest prize money Australia, 1 m. 7 the Ringling 
Brothers, Barnum and Bailey circus os 1973. 8 a substantial lie uk 


big orange pill noun durWg me war n Vietnam, the anti-malarial 
pill taken once a week in addition lo the daily medication. 
Chloroquine-primaquine was taken weekly in the form of a large, 
orange-coloured pill us, 19m 

bigot noun in computing person hoi irrationally attached to a 
particular operating system or computer language us mi 
big ouch noun a serious Injury os as? 

big outpatient department in the sky noun dg|fi os ras9 
Big Owe nickname the Olympic Stadium in Montreal, built for the 
1976 Games CANADA, m2 

big ox noun on 1 h- ill 1 freigh tr m iductor us, 1977 
big pond noun 1 derstatement of 

the distance between ll e UK ar d the US; 'great pond', an earlier 
variation, is recorded from 1641 us 1833. 2 during Ihe Vietnam war, 
the Pacific Ocean. Playing on the use of the term since the 1830s 
refer to the Atlantic Ocean us, 

big PX in the sky noun ieati ietnam ir usage grim humour 
based on many cheerful euphemisms for death as a 'big [fill in 
the blank) in ,th§.sky' us mi 

Big Q nickname the San Quentin State Prison, California. Just hath 
of San Francisco, San Quentin houses California's death chamber 


big quid noun ' was a one- 

pound note, ils usage did not change with the change to 
Australian dollars, referring to money in general Australia, im 
Big R noun 1 during th Kor 1 u r tion home Distinguished 
from the conventiona rand r (rest and recreation) us mo. 2 in 
trucking, a Roadway Esipress truefcoS mm 
bigrednouni ecob rbitol edati e-h in ti< drug marketed 
under the brand name Seconal M us 2a 1 2 adriamycin, an 
extremely toxic agent used in chemotherapy us, cm. 3 in craps, a 
one-roll bdt on a seven. If the shooter rolls a seven, he loses; 'big 
recT thus serves as a d|plBjfriatic way to bet that the Shooter will 
lose on the next roll us, mi. 4 the desert sun us. mi 
Big Red One nickname the First Infantr 11 n, US Army. The 
Division’s.patch is a big red number one us, i?7o 
big red wrench noun 
oxyacetylene cutting torch us, 1993 

big rig noun a I ir - ra 1 1 n 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 n r more wheels us, 


Big Rock nickname Hi- i -lii eniten n 11 Ak atraz Island, San 
Francisco Bay us, 

big rush noun cocaine uk ms 

bigs noun 1 in | ih" triped I il numl I ) to 15 us. mo. 

2 cigarettes us. 1997 

bigs-and-littles noun in hot rodding, Hie combination of large rear 
tyres and small front tyres us, m3 
big shit noun 1 an important person, if only in their own eyes us 
1934. 2 an important event 01 thing us, i 960 
big shot noun an important and influential person us. us/ 
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big shotgun noun a 106 mm re ill ill I eloped during the 
Korean war and used extensively by the US Marines in Vietnam us. 


big-six talk noun talk unsupported by action us, 1990 
big sleep noun death; capital punishment 

big slick noun the first two 

cards dealt to a ['layer us, mi 

Big Smoke noun 1 any large city or town Originally Australian 
Aboriginal pidgin Australia ms. 2 any city in British Columbia 

CANADA, 1989 

Big Smoke nickname i the city of Sydney Australia, 1959. 2 Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania us, t$$, 
big snip noun a vasectomy Canada, 2002 
big spark noun m in I k administer i in a hospital to a 
patient whose heart has failed in an attempt to revive the heart os, 


big spit; long spit noun the 1 1 1 mitin mit Australia, 19 67. 

► go for the big spit to Australia, 1954 
big stick noun ised by firefighters us. m3 

big stuff noun i any very important or influential person us, mu. 

2 artillery, artillery fire. Vietnam war usage us 1991 
big-style advert) very much; completely, absolutely uk 1999 
big tender noun 1 scene ir i[ lographir film vhen the partici- 
pants hug each other us, 1991 

big-ticket adjective e 1 repr itin n maj r purchase us. ms 
big time nouni in a field. 

Originally theatir il 21 1 aiHi 1 date prison us 

1939. 3 heroin us, 1971. ► get big time to put on airs, to assume a 
'posh' accent. Used by a Midlands profession; I man, in a BBC 
Radio 4 programme Off^g§$''^l$tincti0n, 4th February 1980 uk, im 
big-time verb toshqvrsffos 

big time advert) 1 in I 1 ml 1 mil I re term got a big 
boost in the US during the 2000 p eside 1 tia election when 
Republican vice-presidential candidate Dick Cheney concurred with 
candidate Bush's assessment of a New York Times reporter as 4 
'major-league asshole' by mumbling 'Yeah, big time' at a 
campaign stop in Naperville, Illinois, on 4th September. A live 
microphone picked up-:If*e insults, giving 'big time' its fifteen 
Tijinutes of fame us, rape 

Big Tom noun tuffed cat 

target that has been weighted and A thus hard 10 knock down us, 

1981 

big top noun a prison, especially a maximum-security state prison us 

1955 

Big T-Owe nickname the sports stadium in downtown Toronto, which 
loses Canada, 2002 

big train noun js, 1951 

big trip noun a holiday to Britain and Europe I or many Australians 
such a holiday is only taken once in a lifetime Australia, 197s 
big truck ad/ect/ve of lesbian mar ma uline. Probably inspired 
by diesel (a 'manly’ teibiam) uk 2003 
big Turk noun an ostrich. Circus and carnival usage us, mi 
big twenty noun a 20-year career in the armed forces us. 1991 
big twist noun ilstanding success 

AUSTRALIA, 1959 


Big Two nickname World War 2 US 1X1 

big up noun i \ 2 ally prominent 

person Barbados. 199s 

big up verb to boost, to promote something, to show off to praise 
something uk 1994 

big-up adjective pregnant Bahamas, ms 
Big V noun a vasecomy Canada, 2002 
Big V nickname Vietnam US, 1 9 & 

big wheel noun r promin it, [ rful and im rtant person us m2 


big white chief; great white chief noun your boss; a person of 
Importance in a superior or most superior position. A casually 
racist, supposedly jocular usage, modelled on Native .American 
ftidlan speech uk 1937 

big white telephone noun thfrtoilet bowl when woprtitfng into it 

AiM'tmjiA, S© 

big whoop! used to mock the importance of what has just been 
said us, mi 

bigwig noun a person of high rank or position or money uk 1731 
big win noun complete luck us, mi 

big yard noun the main yard in a prison where the general popu¬ 
lation mingles for recreation us, m7 
bijou adjective mill r positi hara II II Adopted from 
French bipu (small); used widely of houses and other buildings, 
and with greater variation in homosexual sociSt yUK i860 
bijoux noun jewels Oireclly Iron I rench bijoux uk 1992 
bike nouni a promiscuous worn; n Suggests 'easy availability for a 
ride’. Often in compoufii'&s 'office bike', 'school bike', 'town 
bike', 'village life', etc.; occasionally, if reputation demands, 'tf# 
bike' Australia, 1945. 2 a motorcyle police officer us. 1958. 3 in 
harness racing, a two-wheeled horse drawn vehicle for one person, 
used for training or for racing us, 1994. 4 in lowball poker, a 
sequence from we down to ace us, «» 
bike chemist noun a person who uses his knowledge of chemistry 
40 manufacture illegal drugs us 1992 
bike doc noun 11 

biker noun a pet < n Ir ride imi rbike li Aiistralia generally 

used as distinct from 'bikie' (a member of a motorcycle gang) us 

bike space noun the vagina. ffp the phrase 'I know where to like 

to park my bike II 1 inn i il 111 1 111 an as a sexual 

object uk, 2001 

bikie noun a me 

bikie chick noun em member 1 .- if a member, of a 

.motorcycle gang Australia, 1994 

bikini bar noun a sex club where the dancer strips down to her 

bikini wax noun a woman's 

pubic hair us, im 

bilged adjective worfj put, tired us 1968 
bilingual adjective bisexual us, tm 

bill noun 1 a dollar us ms. 2 one hundred dollars us 1929. 3 the nose 
us 1952 >see: billy whizz. ► do a bill to spend one hundred 
dollars us 1974. ► the bill the [ 1 e -I ire ml from old bill; 
dgin also be used of a slftgle police-officer in the sense of 
representing the whole organisation. Widespread usage popularised 
since 1985 by UK television police dram® The §11 UK 1x9 >see: 
OLD BILL 

Bill! used as a w 111 in 1 1 1 ice re near us ms 

billabong noun ► on the billabong unemployed and camped by a 
waterhole, especially in Western Australia and the Northern 

jfemtortes AUSTRALIA, 1978 

billabonger noun an unempl 1, homel 1 1 n who camps by 
a waterhole, especially in Western Australia andtffe'ipjhem 

AUSTRALIA. 1978 

billards noun the testicles Australia, ms 

Bill Blass noun raci tir 1 1 her ime of American 

fashion designer Bill Blass (1920-99) should be used fijr this drug 
iS.'uncertain us, 1998 

Bill Clinton noun an act of oral sex on a man. In the late 1990s the 
US Presidency of William Jefferson Clinton (b.1946) was nearly 
brought down by a sex scandal that involved the President with 
Whitehouse intern Monica Lewinsky. Bill Clinton denied 'sexual 
relations with that woman' but eventually admitted that ftlfelo 
had occurred and 'a relationship with Miss Lewinsky that was not 
appropriate' us. 1999 
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Bill Daley noun ► on the Bill Daley in horse racing, having taken 
the lead at the start of the -ace and hed it for ihe entire race us, 


billfold biopsy noun i I.I na i f the ability of a patient 

seeking admission to pay their bill us. me 
Bill from the Hill nickname the Notting Hi ! police. An elaboration 
Of THE BILL (the police) UK. 19% 

Billie Hoke noun ne A per lification ed on coke us, 1959 

billies; billys noun rnopey us, asz 

bills noun 1 money ® $97. 2 the game of m3‘,v 

bill shop noun a police station. From the bill (the police) uk 1977 

bill stickers noun m> w; i i t pining slang 1 knicker 

'•sfinikimes shortened to 'Mtefey/f, m2 

Bill Wyman; bill; wyman noun 1... imiig slang, based 

on the name of Rolling Stone bassist Ei Wyman (b.1936) uk 2002 
billy nouni water, making 

tea, cooking, etc, ovei a ire when camping or in ihe bush. A 
quintessential item of the Australian bush. Scottish English had 
(c.1828 Scottish National Dictionary) 'billy-pot' as 'a cooking 
utensil’ and this is probably the origin. Not, as variously 
conjectured, from Frerjch bouilli 'boiled', nor Wiradjuri (apMRjW 
Australian Aboriginal language) billa 'water', nor the proper aggpj? . 
Billy Australia, 1849. 2 a police officer's b ack ack or club, a 
truncheon (ts, rasa 3 a warning signal Ireland, me. 4 a bong (a 
water-pipe) for smoking marijuana A play on 'billabong' (a water 
hole) Australia, 1988 >see: billy whizz. ► boil the billy to slop 
for a break and make tea in a billy Occasionally used to mean to 
make tea notitfa billy ^ti£ah4fectric ; k#ttie- or the Australia, 


Billy Bowleg noun \ role Indian us 1982 

Billy-boy; billy nickname a Protestant, especially a supporter of 
Glasgow Rangers footbal club I pis goes back to William of 
Orange, and is now most familiar frond the song (to the tune of 
'Marching Through Georgia'):which is used as a football battle- 
hyrtrh: 'H-uralr! Hurrah! We are thfjBrlly Boys; / Hurrah! l-telfeh! 

We make a lot of noise; / We're upte here, we never fear - we all 
are'Billy'S ions, / We are the Glasgow Billy Boys. / We belong to 
Glasgow, we're Orange and we’re true / Scotland is our country, 

Iflir colours white and blue, / We're Protestants and proud of it, 
we're known near atW for, / Glasgow 'SrlJyJBoys they call us' uk 
iSCpBAAfft ims 

Billy Bragg; billy nounl an act of sexual intercourse. Rhyming 
slang for shag, formed from the name of the UK singer and politi¬ 
cal activist (b.1957) uk 200: 2 sto en goods Rhyming slang for 
swag, formed from the name of the UK singer and political activist 
$>1957} uk 2004 

Billy Bunter; billy nouni r customer, especiall >f discreet or illegal 
services. Rhyming slang for puntlr: fron the fictional schoolboy 
created by Frank Richards (Charles Hamilton 1876-1961) uk 1992. 

2 I pi. .1 ..- M.i" 1; ■; ■ 

Billy Button noun ut assurances 

that he will be paid for his work virgin islands, ljs, 1996 
billy can noun 1 2 a 

metal pall with a handle used '01 boi ing water, making tea, 
cooking etc, over a fire when camping or in the bush Australia , ism 
billy cartnoun a child 1 ip art. From I ill as a male goat', 
originally billycarts were hitched to goats and raced Australia, 1923 
Billy Furynoun 1 jui f nin 11 formed m die name ofthe 
popular UK singer, 1940-83 UK 2004 
billy goat noun 1 r tu ed beard li n the milarity between the 
wearer's facial hair and that ol a male goat uk uu. 2 In horse 
racing, the totalisator Rhyming slang for 'tote' Australia, 1989. 3 in 
truckin|;'sttte318 horsepower Detroit diesel engine US.iM 
Billy Guyatt noun nes shortened to 

Tilly' AUSTRALIA, 1989 

billy lid noun i kid I min rn tralia ms 

Billy No-Bird noun a r / without a 

girlfriend ui cJKSt 


Billy No-Mates noun a friendless person uk 2003 

billyo noun ► like billyo at great speed uk is®. ► to billyo to 

hell; to blazes AUsmuAJm 

Billy Ocean noun 1 it 1 1 I 1 1. Rl nin Is 1 rmed from the 

name of populai Frinidad-born singei (b 950) uk. 2003 

billys noun >see: BILLIES 

Billy's Slough mc/mume a town warned Williams Lake in British 
Cotombia CANADA, 1989 

billy tea noun tea made in a billy AUStRAUA im 
Billy Whizz; Billy Whiz; billy; bill noun an amphetamine whizz 
(amphetamine) disguised as cartoon strip character Billy Whizz, 
whose adventures started Beano in 1964 uk ms 

billy willy noun ;ize of a penis 

caused ay amphetamine use. A combination of billy (whizz) 
(amphetamine) and willy (the penis) uk 2003 
bim noun 1 a shortened ‘forrn’of'Tjfmbo' us 192s. 2 a police- officer c$ ; 


Bim and Bam noui \nd tobago, m7 

bimbettenoun 1 ur mindl ittracti 11 in A diminuitive 
ofthe more widely known bimbo us m2 
bimble verb to wander without purpose. A variation of 'bumble' (to 
idle), perhaps with reference to bimbo ('a dupe', hence 'mindless') 

bimbo noun 1 woman. An 

offensive term us 1920. 2 a dupe uk 2002 
bimph noun toilet paper. A variation on 'bumph' (paperwork) which 
is derived from bum fodder uk 2002 
bin noun 1 a | 2 tution for the 

treatment of psychiatric problems and mental illness, Abbrevation 
of loony bin uk 1938. 3 a cell in a prison or a police station uk 1977. 
► the bins a G d ill In I 1 1 11 d loth ig store, where used 

Clothing is sold by the pound us.jmt 
bin vert 1 to tin mething away. Redu 1 m the sense 'to 
throw in the rubbish bin' ok mi. 2 to finish with a friend or a 
lover From the sense 'to throw away' uk 2001. 3 to dismiss 
isomeone pr something; to abandon someone dr something w. 


bind noun a tom nu ir 11 inal f I 11 I rce use uk 1930 
binders noun brakes. Used in many contexts, from military transport 
trains to drag racing uk 1942 

bindi-eye; bindii noun any if iriou lative spin Australian plants; 
also, the introduced South American plant, Solvia sessilis, a 
common lawn weed haying sharp prickles; hence, one of these 1 ' 
prickles. The word comes from the Australian Aboriginal languages 
Kaftpjjbi and Yuwaalaraay Australia 1 m 
bindle noun 1 heroin. From an earlier sense a (portion of drugs) uk. 
2003. 2 a portion or packet of drugs After an obsolete term for 'a 
vagrant's buitdte 1 us, 1934 

bindle stiff noun 1 no 1 1 il 1 11 inpi/s rssz 

bine noun cigarette. Shortened from 

the brand name Woodbine™ but used genericalty|?<f im 
bing noun 1 jail especia li 1 1 inement in jail us, 1932. 2 an 

injection with .1 hypodermic needle and syringe us, 1918. 3 crack 
cocaine; a piece of crack cocaine us, 1994 
bing! used as a sound effecl for something that happens instantly. 
Probably echoic of a bell uk 2001 

binge noun a period of Ileavy drinking 01 drug-taking; a drinking 
spree. I rom dialect sense 'to soak' i.jk is54 
binge verb it 210 use crack cocaine 

heavily From ihe sense 'to drink heavily' uk ms 
bingernouni a deep inhalation of marijuana smoke filtered through 
a water-pipe ( is. ms. 2 a drug addict, especfilly if crack cocaine. 
Extended from bing: (a- heavily use crack cocaine) uk nos. 3a 
losing bet. Glasgow slang: m:scaft 0 ih ms 
bingey; bingy; binghi; binjey noun the stomach, the belly. Of 
Aboriginal origin Australia, me 
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bingle | bird nest 


binglenouni a mot i ident usin il minor damage and not 
resulting in injury Australia, i970. 2 a dent or crack in a surfboard 

AUSTRALIA. 1966 

bingo nouni eludes to the 

sudden effect of the drink Canada, m3. 2 a prison riot us. 1992 
bingo verb to inject a drug intravenously us, 1992 
bingo adjective (of a plane's fuel tank) with just enough fuel to reach 
home base us, 7956 

bingo! used for emphasis or for registering pleasurable surprise, 
success, excitement uk 1927 
bingo boy noun a young,Sf)coftbffc«l, ’946 
bingo wing noun a pendulous spread of flabby upper arm that is 
characteristic of some older women ijk, 2002 
bings noun crack cocaine uk. rags 

binky noun 1 a baby’s dun my (pacifier) that a heroin user has 
converted into a squeeze bu b for injecting a dose of heroin 
-.through an eye dropper and needle into tteveiauFIram the 
common childrens nickname for a dummy us ra®. 2 marijuana; a 
marijuana cigarette uk, 2003 
binocs noun binoculars us. 1943 

bin off verb in et 11 I in 1 I ill 1 nettling. Teen 

stin&UR, 2002 

binos noun 7976 

binratnouna upp ler 1 thr R il Can iian Air Force Canada, 


bins noun a pan 1 1 >e es, gla binocular hence, the eyes. 

Abbreviated 'binoculars'; also variant 'binns't/k ms 
bint noun 1 a girlfriend, a young woman. From Arabic bint (a 
daughter), often' combined with 9, gfrtcal adjective to derogatory 
elTecl uk is:/,. 2 a promiscuous woman. Derogatory uk isss 
bio noun a biography yj, 
bio adjective excellent us, im 

bio break noun a 1 11 thetoil 1 Aer >h m m popular with the 
more jargon-friendly computer-users, im 
biog noun a biography us, mt 

biologist noun a person hose 1 1 1 tin mj 1 lie inship is primar¬ 
ily sexual us. 1973 

biopic noun a biographical film us, m 
bip noun the head; the brain us. 1947 

bip verb 1 to break into a house while the housewife is outside 
hanging,laundry on the line to dry. An abbreviation of scallybip us. 
1972. 2 to simultaneously take heroin and cocaine into the body 
through the hose, sms- 

bipe verb to breaf 1 I 1 1 1 1 I 1 fan ther while they 
sleep, with the intent of stealing us. 1990 
bippy noun used as a jocu ar euphemism for 'ass’. Coined and 
popularised by Rowan and lartin 1 1 I ion programme 

laugh 1968-73), a wildly popular word for several years, 

the key word in the title of the 1969 Rowan and Martin film The 
Maltese Bippy, and then abandoned on the junk heap ofstafig us, 

bird nouni a yoi no >mar 1 heart. First used in C14; not 
considered a slang term until C19 when it also meant 'a 
prostitute' (obsolete by 1920). Primarily a British term but briefly 
popular in the US in the late 1960s ui 1 2 the vagina us m3. 

3 an ordinary fellow Also krtown as an '0 d bird' us 1339. 4 the 
penis us. 1969. sa homosexual man us, ///■. 6 a 25-cent piece us 
1949. 7 a surfer who uses any bird or wings as his surfboard logo us. 
1988. 8 a police inf rmer. Fr n 1 n f stool pigeon and sing 
Canada 2002 9a “i ini - h 1 e ning of dead b\rd Australia, 1941. 
10 in horse racing, a horse that as seen as likely to win a race 
11 jetting token us, 1974. 12 a 

gesture of the middle finger, meaning 'fuck you' us. mi. I3an 
amphetamine table! us m. . 14 a kilogram of cocaine us, 2002. 

15 Wild lurkey™ whisky us raw 16 an aeroplane us. 191s. 17 a 
helicopter us 20111 is a Ford Thunderbird car irs; /w. 19 a Pontiac 


Firebird car us raze >see: bird lime. ► for the birds 1 no good, 
shoddy us. 1944. 2 trivial; not worthy of intelligent interest us. 1951. 

► out of your bird insane uk 2001 ► the bird 1 negative 
rpticism. Originally theatrical; now usually phrased 'get the bird' 
or 'give the bird’ uk w 84 . 20 vocal demonstration of complete 
disapproval uk 1952 

Bird nickname Charlie Parker ( 1920 - 1955 ), the jazz legend credited as 
an originator of bebop, the Jazfc style that followed this big band 
swing efagg 1946 

bird bandit noun a womaniser.ak 1934 

birdbath noun 1 1 1 ishing of he I I using little water us 

mu. 2the area in a military motor pool where vehicles are 
washed Coined in Iptnam us, 

birdbrain noun 1 h mi in 1 give th impr ion of possessing a 
bind-size tain, a fedi y& m3 

bird-brained adjective ft-o.csrv not-clever-enough; stupid uk 1922 
birdcage noun 1 the anus us 0972. 2 a used car lot, especially one 
surrounded by chicken me new Zealand, 1998. 3 a mounting 
enclosure at a racecourse. So named .as it;is often surrounded by a 
wire mesh fence Australia m 4i n harness racing, the enclosure 
where horses are paraded before events us 1997. 5 an air control 
tower us, J965. 6 a railway lantern us, 1945. 7 a Volvo car uk rasn 8 in 
motor racing, a chassis made of many small pieces of tubing or a 
tubular roll bar structure us. ms. 9 a box used for storing dice us 

Birdcages noun ► the Birdcages the first legislative buildings in 
Victoria, British Columbia So described because of their gimcrack 
architectural elaboration; now all obliterated. Canada, 19m 
bird circuit noun 11 iged group tour of gay bars the bars 
themselves its fe 

bird colonel; full-bird colonel noun in the US Army, a full colonel. 

From the eagle insignia us 1946 
bird course noun in ea urse in ur ersit 

bird dog noun 1 1 ut 2.I ports a talent 

scout or a scout's associates who let him know about players who 
may be prospects for professiona p ay us 1950. 3 a person who 
provides information about potential victims to a thief or groupof 
thieves us. 1977. 4a person win. solicits paye s for gambling, 
whether in a casino or a private poker game us, 1949. 5 in the used 
car business, either a customer who has been referred to a 
salesman or the person doing the referring us. 1975. 6 in a two-car 
jprfjppeti monitoring unit the car that chases'down speeding 
cars or trucks based on radar readings in the second car us, 1971. 

7 a navigational device in planes that points in ihe direction ofa 
, raftib Signal us sac 

bird-dog verb 1 to flirt with another's dale us, mi. 2 to look for, find 
and return with someone or something us 1948 
bird egg noun 1 imphetamini tablet us, 1993 
bird feeder noun in trucking, the air-intake ipfpei/S 1971 
bird food noun inferior quality marijuana us, 2001 
bird head noun a type of ISGtykcii# ' 
bird house noun jail or prison us, 7S8- 
birdie noun lap 1 min 11 1 hon exual us, 7921. 2 a 
bird, especially a small bird Chi dish uk it92. 3 an aircraft. Used by 
'ftfe Australian Army in Korea, 1951 -S$fiUSJiML». 1958 
birdie powder noun 11 1 red dru uch a heroin or cocaine 

US. 1992 

bird in a cage noun the rank of Specialist 5 in the US Army. From 
the eag.e under a curved stripe on the chevron us 796 s 
bird lime; bird noun 1 a sentence of imprisonment. Rhyming slang 
fortiME. The abbreviation is used especially in 'do bird' (to serve a 
prison sentence) uk 7857. 2 by extension, a personal history of 
imprisonment Rtiymlng slang for time uk mz 
birdman noun i pri ler. A 1 1 1 1 n 1 1 bird lime) (a prison 
sentence) and 'man', playing on famous convict 'the Birtfmanfef^ 
Alcatraz’ uk 19X 

bird nest noun a person's room, apartment or house us 1973 
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bird of paradise noun the US armed forces insignia desigrratfdjf. 
honourable discharge us, m6 

bird sanctuary noun ... here raffi violators who are 

under pursuit are free from further pursuit once ihey pass the 
gates us, 1962 

birdseed noun i nonsense us. nos 2 a small amount of money us. 

bird's eye noun a small dose of hegjlfi us m 
bird shit noun a paratrooper. I rom the jocular lease that only two 
V&ings fell: from the sky, paratroopers and bird m 
bird’s nest noun 1 pubic hair that can be seen to extend from the 
trtjt# to the navel; pubic hair; Homosexual use; tangled imagery 
US, 1972. 2 in the Royal Navy, a WRNS' cabin. A member of the 
Women's Royal Naval Service is popularly known as a Wren, hence 
this pun; remembered from World War 2;but not recorded until 
1984 uk, 1984. 3 the chest, especially (of a man) if hairy Rhyming 
slang, but also partly from the imagery, uk son 4a hole in the 
upholsiery of the dritp|<seat of a car from long use and too 
much, weight us, 1992 

bird speed adverb extremely fest Barbados: 1955 

bird-turd verb aeak with a 

lack of sincerity, A close relation of chickenshit us, mz 

bird watcher noun 

by, A pun bn bird (a young woman) uk. 1984 
bird watching noun (used of young males) looking sensually and 
whistling at passing young women trinidadand tobago, sm 
birdwood noun a cigarete-tS ;stm 
birdybacknoun container rtraile hipped b air. A poor 
borrowing from piggyback us, 2003 
biri noun >see: beedi 

birk noun a mentally slow person us, 1976 >see: BERK 
birling adjective drunk I w Scotlish baled birl (to spin) uk. 

J .'Scotland, m 

biro noun a ballpoint pen used as an improvised means of injecting 
drugs. From the conventional generic sense of'biro' as 'a ballpoint 

birth control engine noun a larg I in hich could burn up 
to five tons of coal per shift I iring ihem up in the early morning 
was safijito make a map iJBBQjtent for weeks uk 1970 
birthday card noun in ioker the ne car< 1 eded and drawn to 
complete an unlikely good hand us, 1996 
birthday present noun in tiddlywinks, a stroke of good luck us, razz 
birthdays noun ► think all your birthdays have come at once 
to be overjoyed 01 overwhelmed, especially from something 
unexpected Australia, m? 
birthday suit noun a state of nudity uk izzr 
biscuit noun 1 whatever sex attracts you 

us, 1990. 2 a promiscuous woman us, 1 >93. 3 the buttocks us, 1950. 

4 the head US, 1934. 5 a watch us 1905. 6 a phonograph record US, 

1950. 7 In the context ol live rock and roll, a deep bass note when it 
is felt as well as heard. A term especially but not exclusively 
.Applied to the bass playing of Phil tesh of the Grateful Dead us, 

1997. 8 a white tablet 01 methadone, ,1 synthetic narcotic used to 
treat heroin addicts us razz. 9 fifty rocks of crack cocaine US, 2003. 

10 a tablet of MDMA, the recreationa drug best known as ecstasy 
uk 2002. 11 the h llu 11 en iru pe te 12a handgun 

US, 1962. 13 a black prisoner us. ns, 14 a can ol c-rations. Vietnam 
war usage us, 1991. 15 used as a euphemism for 'bitch' us, 1999. 16 a 
fool, an idiot south Africa. 20m 
biscuit adjective easy US. 3997 

biscuit bitch noun a female Red Cross volunteer. Vietnam war 
usage; less than the more popular doughnut dolly us, 

biscuit box noun 

When struck, an unladen van has a similar tonal .quality to an 
empty biscuit tin uk imr 


biscuit class noun er in m cla rirtr el n 1 mall route. A 
playful allusion te trusiness class' travel and thetecuite @v$n to 
economy class passengers nb/yz$aland, 1937 
Biscuit Foot McKinnon nickname used as a nickname for a 
stereotypical Cape Bretoner. Because of .the large Scottish settle- 
.mentof this part of Nova Scotia, many people have the.same last 
jharne: MacDonald, McKinnon, andzso forth. Nicknames are 
common te .distinguish family members .with the same first, 
name, too.. CANADA. 1999 

biscuits noun 1 money us, razz. 2 crack cocaine. From biscuit (a 
-measure: 6 f crack) uk, 20m 

biscuits and cheese noun lira nee Rl ming line remembered 
urn use during World War 2, sometimes shortened to 'biscuits' uk 

biscuit snatcher noun the'hand; aflhgafus 1953 
bi-sex noun bisexual sex uk 2003 
bish noun a bishop UK mr 

bish, bash, bosh; bish-bash-bosh adjective rough and ready; also 


bishop noun 1 the en Use 1 1 rie f expressions that refer 
to male masturbation us, ns, 2 a privale investigator uk, razz 
bishop's bash noun of a male, the act of masturbation. From the 
verbal kSotm @ash the fegrttop uk 2005 
bissom; besom noun a slovenly woman Dialect uk Scotland, 1911 
bistonoun a fart. I rom the adve rtising slogan 'Aaah Bisto.V 
savouring the aroma of a branded gravy uk 2004 

prison sentence us. im. 2 an interest; an affected 


bit 

a woman, especially when regarded 
sexually uk razz 4 sexua intercourse Australia 194 5. san activity us 
nos. 6 used as a meaningless embellishment of the preceding 
noun, as in 'Lei's do the lunch bit' us 1955. 7 twelve and a half 
cents us, 1821. 8 twelve do lars and fifty cents us. 1929. 9 your home 
or home area uk. Scotland, ms. 10 a bullet uk. sou. ► champ at 
the bit; chomp at the bit ,1 From a 

horse's characteri tic beha nr ► pull a bit to serve a 

prison sentence us, hi ► take the bit out of to exhaust 
someone uk Scotland, sm. ► wee red bit the glowing end of a 
cigarette, especially when used as a ffre^ts of lighting another 
cigarette uk Scotland, 19 88 

bita noun a bit of Reflecting a azy pronunciation uk 1999 
bitaine noun a prostitute uk 2002 

bit bashing noun low level, tedious computer programming us 1991 
bit bucket noun in < imputing the nyth ,1 p i< e where lost infor¬ 
mation goes US. 1983 

bitch noun 1 a v hi 111 1 Although Gr nsidered it the most 
Offensive appellation that can be given to an English woman,' it is 
used in this sense with no derogatory intent it is dismissive or 
patronising, based on .fender rather than the unpleasant and lewd 
characteristics of earlier and concurrent usages. Comedian Richard 
Blackwood (b.1972J used 'bitch' in this sense, referringto Queen 
Elizabeth II, during- an edition of BBC television’s Have I Got News 
For You in October 2000. Six viewers complained to the 
Broadcasting Standards Comoitssion. The BBC argued 'Richard 
Blackwood was using the term as it is currently used, for example, 
in 'British and American Rap Music simply te mean "woman", and 
not as a term of abuse'. The complaints were not upheld uk 1713. 

2 a despicable woman uk 1400 3 the person taking the passive role 
in.frlpalp homosexual relationship, a feminine or weak man us, 
1923. 4a sexual submissive of eithei gender in a sado-masochistic 
relationship. Generally attached to a possessive pronoun uk 2002. 
sa remarkable person or thing us, 1943. 6 something that is 
difficult or unpleasant uk i8u. 7 in ihe youth irend for 'souped-up' 
motor-scootering, a driver's scooter uk 2004. 8 in a deck of playing 
cards, any queen; in the game of l«4ftstbe-tfueen of spades us, 
1900. 9 in chess, the queen us sm 10 a complaint; an extended 
period of complaining • is. sm, 11 a crude candle Canada, mi. 12 a 
u-turn us, 2000. 13 the middle 1 1 11 he bad seat of a car us 
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bitch | bit of hod 


ra 89 . ► put the bitch on someone to file criminal charges 
accusing someone of being a habitual criminal us, 1972 
bitch verb 1 to complain us urn. 2 to inform on someone uk 2,no. 

3 to identify and punish someone as a habitual criminal us, 1976. 

4 to ruin something UK to 

bitch about verb to be unreliable and troublesome; to change or 
renegotiate arrangementsiifc'S 1 ® 
bitch-ass adjective weak, effeminate us, 2002 
bitch-ass nigga noun a weak or effeminate black male us, 1995 
bitch bar noun in I 1 hat serves as a tan rip for a motorcyle 
passenger. Biker (motorcyle) usage, Jibing to a female passenger 

bitch basket noun a Volkswagen Cabriolet us, 1997 
bitch bath noun 1 cleann he I I 11 little water powder or 
other odour-masking agents us, rasa 

bitch blow noun I ill II WAS, 1982 

bitch box noun a pub ic address oudspeaker system us, ms 
bitchcakes adjective aggressive us, 2004 
bitchen; bitching adjective excellent us, 1937 
bitchen twitchen adjective excellent us 1982 
bitcher noun a habitual crirtifejj. us, 1%3 
bitches' Christmas noun h 
erotic and exotic us, raw 


bitch fit noun a temper tantrum us, 19m 

bitch hook noun 111 1 1 1111 e qui release hr I lot use with a 
tractor and chain Canada, 1992 

Bitchin’ Betty noun in the Canadian Air Force,. ajAautomatic 
audible vocal warning, system of danger Canada, 1995 

bitching noun tlm mi 11 I. il 1 1 1 isparaging someone 

or something ■ rom the verb bitch (to complain) us, 1953 
bitching adjective I i ii 11 iiu l “i Aii abbreviation of 
'son-of-a-bitchi ng* 1& rsst, 
bitching week noun 

four week tour of station Derives from bitch (to complain) as this 
is the time when tempers are Shortest w 
bitch kitty noun if something 

: VS. 1944 

bitch lamp noun an improvised (arnp-PS: im 
bitch money noun I pimping uk , 2001 

bitch off vers to irritate someone us, 197s 
bitch on wheels noun a pe 1 ecially a man with a truly 
nasty disposition us, 19s 

bitch out verb to criticise someone harshly us, ras6 
bitch pad noun a small seat mounted behind the regular seat on a 
motorcyle us. is# 

bitch pie noun 1 pi I | roni, mushr m and ausage. The 
initials of the toppings - RMS - suggest a cranky woman us im 
bitch piss noun 1 1 I I il 1 1 I 1 1 1 I il 1 Ii beverage with 
the characteristics of a soft drink) or other alcoholic drinks 
deemed to be for feminine consumption uk 2002 
bitch session noun a group ai ring of complaints i& 19m 
bitch slap verb 1 1 1 it me ne til 1 1 the lace us 1995. 2 by 

extension, to soundly defeat or better someone or something us 

bitchsplitter noun the penis Used on-air in die felling ofa joke by 
Syndicated US broadcaster Mancow Muller, adopted as a name by, 
a Canadian death metal band us. 2m 
bitch tits nickname an overweight mateM, 20m 
bitch up verb to spoil or ruin something 1 arbados. ms 
bitch with a capital C noun 1 lull Mu in- uggestion of 


bitchy adjective malicious, spiteful us, ms 
bite nouni a small 1 2 I he portion of the 

money bet by gamblers taken as the share for the establishment 
sponsoring Hie gambling us rass. 3 a price us, rm 4 in motor 
racing, traction between the tyres and track us mo. 5 something 
that is very disagreeable us mi. ► put the bite on to extort 

AUSTRALIA, 1919 

bite vert 1 to copy or steal another person's style, especially to copy 
a breakdancing move, or to plagiarise a rap lyric us, 1979. 2 to ask 
someone for a loan of money Australia, 1912. 3 to be taken in, to 
be duped. A figurative use of the litera 'take the bait' uk, rasa 4 to 
be unfair or extremely distaste!ul 1 is mi. 5 to itch Barbados, ms. 

6 to flex, and thus contract, the sphincter during anal sex us. 1972. 

► bite feathers I 1 1 1 rnach 1 ill in anti 1 

pation of anal sex us, dm. ► bite it to die us urn. ► bite off 
more than you can chew to be unable to complete a task that 
► bite the bag in 

computing, t ras3. ► bite 

the big one to die us 1979. ► bite the brown to perform 
mouth-to-anus sex us 19 72 ► bite the dust to go down In defeat 
us, m2. ► bite the pillow 1 ike the recipient role in anal sex 
Australia, 1987. ► bite to the bone to punish someone with all 
the severity ► bite your lips to 

pmpte a marijuana cigarette US fis® 
bite and a button noun a negligible price uk, 2003 
bite in the britches noun in trucking, a speeding ticket us. ms 
biter noun 1 a copier breakdance m - 1 pi iarist of rap lyrics 

us, 1999. 2 the vagina us. im. 3 a tooth us, m6 
bit hurt noun the agony of withdrawal from .1 drug addiction us mo 
bit much noun used to describe, or in response to, anything that Is 
excessive, too demanding, arrogant, objectionable, etc uk, 1974 
bit 'na half people noun a family that is just above the poverty 
line. In colonial British Guiana currency, a 'bit' was a silver coin 
valued at 8 cents; 12 cents was a popular retail food-price marker 
for itemaaf poor faretn: markets Guyana, 1996 
bit of noun used to stress an affection or sympathy for the noun it 
desctines >>. isos 

bit of a bugger noun a nuisance; a difficulty UK AS 
bit of alright; bit of all right noun 1 a sexually attractive person 
uk 1898 . 2 something excellent, especially an unexpected treat or a 
stroke of good luck. Sometimes also a Tittle bit of all right' UK 'im 
bit of black noun 1 ick r 1 objectified sexu illy 
bit Of bod noun 

bit of Braille noun 1 The Braille 

alphabet is read with fingertips - hence the image of feeling and 
touching/iuST!u\u/i, 1984 . 2 a im ing tip De signe d for the blind, the 
Braille alphabet is read by feeling; in horse racing gamblers mainly 
decide on bets by 'reading' form or because they have 'alieli^; 
AUSTRALIA Ml 

bit of brush noun 1 man regarded and categorised as a sexual 
object; ttieaet Of 'set Australia. 196s 

bit of bum noun ther person, 

tbf person so desired objectified in a purely sexual context uk raw 

bit of crackling noun a w 

bit of cunt noun 1 11 1 1 1 m I I 1 I tegorised as a se I - 1 

■fart act of sexuaMritercptij$e uk raw 
bit of dirt noun a|p| new Zealand, im 

bit of ebony noun II nan r nil 1 exual category uk 

bit of elastic noun the penis UK 1999 

bit of fluff noun a woman especi 11 rded sexually uk iwz 

bit of hard noun 1 an erection uk ms. 2 in homosexual sexual 
relations, a fnsle'partp^r uk 2002 

bit of hod noun uous, girl UK 








bit of kit | black and 


60 


bit of kit noun an item of eqi pmen e leciall mechanical or 
electrical uk 2000 

bit of mess noun ler ponce nor client 


bit of nonsense noun 

bit of posh noun rung woman 

regarded as a sexual object uk 

bit of rough noun a male I lower social 

status, ora rougher background than the partner The relationship 
defined may be homo- or heterosexual, Original usagfdescribedl a 
female but from |heM:ttC20 the male predominates uk m 
bit of skin noun a woman viewed as a sex object Australia, m2 
bit of skirt noon 1 1 in 1 I 1 bjed Australia, 19m 

bit of slap and tickle noun 1 kissing and cuddling; sexual petting 
which may be considered , 1 , foreplay by one participant uk mm. 

2 sexual intercourse An extension ol the previous sense ijk , 1924 
bit of spare noon 1 1 idin exual favours, even on a short¬ 

term or occasional basis; an unattached woman, especially at a 
dub, party or any place where men may be expeded to look for a 
sexual companion or conquest 'Bit of plus conventional use of 
'spare' (available ).uk $77 

bit of stray noun 1 isual txual acqi rintance usually female uk, 


bit of tail noun 1 a woman regarded as a sexual object ijk , 1934. 2 an 
act of anal intercourse; an ad of sexual intercourse where the 
male pirabir entered he ferine ffftjr behind uk im 
bit of the other noun sexual intercourse uk mu 
bit of tickle noun man regard I 1 exi 1 il object; sexual 
intercourse ox, im 


bit of tit noun set; sex with a 

woman uk km 

bit of work noun a crime; a robbery ijk , 19 * 
bit on the side noun a serel love: in addition to your regular 
partner; a love affair; extra-marital sex uk «@t 
bits noun 1 the male genii il npal tical 1 1 baby boy 
jocularly of a man 1 ik, mi . 2 in betting, odds of 11 -10 uk 1991. 

► in bits ►to bits (of a 

■sp'edlied emotion) extremely uk im 
bits and bats noun knick-knacks UK mi 
bits and bobs noun 1 ii ellaneou nail articles uk use 
bits and tits noun 1 he il I tralia, m2 
bits of kids noun youngsters uk 1999 

bits on the ear'ole noun in bettin II f 13—8 Fiona the tick- 
tack signal used by bookmakers, an ®bj3jafi}fi of ear'ole (6-4) 


bit spit noun any electronic communication us. 1997 

bitsyad/ecftVe small, tinyuS 
bitter-mouth verb to speak harshly us, 1947 

bit twiddler noun 
bitty noun a giff US, 1962 

bitty adjective ITSY-BITSY US. 1905 

bitty box noun a small computer, especially a single-tasking-only 
machine us, my 

bitumen blonde noun m I i ina man tralia, ms 
bitzer; bitser; bitza noun a dog of mixed breed. A shortening of 
•$$» phrase 'bits ofthis- and bits of that' Australia, mx 
biz; bizz noun i I 2 syringe and other equipment 

used by mtra mi i i rug u 3 i n ill nnount of a drug 

► do the bizz 

► in the biz bag i i ul I I i man ement u 

► the biz the profession elyth if rtainment, theatre or 
film making business. An industry coinage that lends dignity to 

• litfeist secure pfemptoymeAt- paths uk mi 


bizarro noun it zarre pei n Influer e if not directly 
descended from, 'Bizarro' atpsrtic-book villain who first challenged 
Superman in the late 1950 s us, im 
bizarro adjective bizarre US. ISA 

biznatch; biznitch noun used as a euphemism (or 'bitch' in any 
sense, tom rapper JayZ us. me 
bizotic adjective unexpected, out of the ordinary us. 1984 

bizzazz noun >see: bezazz 

bizzies; busies noun the police. I rom the plural of busy (a detective, 

a CID officer), but ail distiction of rank is lost uk ms 
bizzing noun sliding on an icy road while hanging onto the rear 
bumper ofa car A verbal noun with no recorded use of'bizz' as a 
pferb us, im 

bizzle noun a brother, in the sense as male companion, especially In 
the phrase 'fa' shizzle m,y bizzle' (emphatically yes). A hip-hop, 
urban black coinage, formed as.a rhyming reduplication of shizzle 
(sure, yes), after 'fa' shizzle my nizzle' (yes my nigger). London 
rapper Maxwell Ansah recorded under the name Lethal Bizzle in 
-zm US, 2902 

bizzo noun i busine 2 in ill-tempered woman. A 

corruption ar evotutioft pff 'bitch' us. 2 m 
bizzurd adjective I ved by ellipsis. Hip-hop, 

urban slang; noted in c&niriection witbSjfegal dispute over rap 
|cics by BBC News, 6 f$|(it>e 2003 uk -ms 

bizzy noun >see: BUSY 

BJ; bj noun an act of oral sex, a blow job us, 1949 
B joint noun a bar where women coax customers to buy drinks US, 


BJs noun crack cocaine uk 2003 

BK Lounge noun i t n King 11 1 1 iui rnt. Mocking 

attribution of class us, ms 

BK's noun British Knight™ shoes. I avoured by members of the Crips 
youth gang, for whom the initials also Stand for 'Blood Killer' us. 

blab verb to inform on someone, to revea something while speaking 

blabber noun a , “i II 1 1 hospita p itient us, 1994 

black noun 1 ha: trains of dark- 

coloured cannabis resin, e.g. Pakistani black us, 1975. 2 a black 
amphetamine capsu e uk >003. 3 night us, 1947. 4 in American 
casinos, a $100 chip os; 199.0. ► in the black rn. 1 11 1 

From the pre-computer practice of recording credit items in black 
ink us, ms. ► on the black engaged in black-market activities uk 
i960 ► the black 1 ol.ickn.nl, n n 11 11 n held by a 
blackmailer. Hence, 'put the black on' (to blackmail) uk mo. 2 the 
black market. During the war in Vietnam, the term referred specifi¬ 
cally to.fte .black market which flMJsfted'Oh te Loi Street, Saigon 


black verb to blackmail someone. An abbreviation of the conven- 
, .tiortal activity uk 192s 

black adjective 1 2 

► it's a black thing; it's a black thang used for identifying a 
behaviour or sensibility that is associated with black people us 1993 
black acid noun ISDus, mm 

black action noun casino betting in $ 1 ) 00 ,increments us, 1 991 
blackamoor noun a black Angus or I riesian cow new Zealand, 1956 

Black and Decker noun 

penis). In its many slang manifestations the penis appears as all 
kind, of foets, here it is formed on a manufactu rer of power tools 


black and tan noun 1 a drink of porter or stout mixed equally with 
ale (pale or brown) uk js 89. 2 .1 capsu e of Durophet™, trade name 
for a combination of central nervous system sftfliiytents and 
depressants uk, tszs 

black and tan adjective catering to both black and white customers 
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black and white noun i a police car. From the traditional colours of 
police cars in the US us, 1958. 2 an amphetamine capsule, especially 
Durophet™. From the colours of the capsule uk mm 3 a capsule 
eontawog both a central nervous system stimulant and a barbitu¬ 
rate os, 1971. 4a soda fountain drink made with chocolate syrup, 
seltzer and vanilla ice-cream us., 1947. 5 night. Rhyming slang, always 
spoken fa toll UK kbz 

black and white fever noun an aversion to police us. 1970 
black and white minstrel noun an amphetamine tablet 
(Durophet™). An elaboration of black and white, used especially in 
the plural, based ptftye Black and White Minstrel Show, a 1968$ 
television programme uk 19% 

black and whites noun the black trousers or skirl, and white shirt 
worn by American casino dealers us, mi 
black and white taxi noun a police car us m2 
black art noun in computing, an array of techniques developed and 
discovered for a particular system or ?ipf?KaiMn us m 
black ash noun marijuana. London pronunciation of 'black hash' uk. 


black assnoun 1' 11 1 I ' 11 'hi a 1 1 lights c/s m2 

black as the ace of spades adjective utterly black or, of skin, deeply 
black us, m2 

black bag noun a brown-haired prostitute US, mo 
black bag job noun 1 11 I 1 ially one mi rutted by law 

enforcement or intelligence agents US, i960 
black Bart noun 'marijuana'; 

connotes a romantic view of the drug's illegal status by association 
with the Cl9 US outlaw uk ism 

black beauty noun 1 a LI 1 imp! tamine ipsule us. 7959. 2 a 
capsule containing both barbiturate and amphetamine us, 1973 
black belt noun 1 neighbourhood of blaci 1 11 lie; that circles a 
city or area us. mi. 2 in ihe US Army, a senior drill instructor. Not 
a reference to martial arts, simply to the uniform ViAftam war 
usage us. mi 

black bess yes, Rbyttfing slang uk 1992 
black Betty noun a van ; us, ms 

blackbird noun 1 1 11 per 1 A US ma murderer believed that 
among the secret messages hidden in the music of the Beatles 
were references to a coming, black uprising in the song 'Blackbird' 
us, 1832. 2 an unmarked mi itary aircraft, such as a C-123 or C-130. 
Used by the Studies and Observations GrotiprfSOS) in Vietnam, 
the Highly secret, elite, unconventional warfare component of the 
US military presence in Southeast Asia us. 1991. Ban amphetamine 
capsule us, 1972. 4 LSD uk 2cm 

black blizzard noun a black prairie soil dust storm Canada, m2 
black Bombay noun hashish, potent, and dark in colour us, 1993 
black bomber; bomber noun tern stimulant, 

.especially a, capsule of iieftiylpropion ipytophet™), an. amplhet- 
afnrhe-tfe stimulant uk. im 

black book noun 1 1 1 ition's plar 1 I ittling a hostile 

takeover us, 1988. 2 in a casino, .1 list of persons to be excluded 
from the casino us, 1991. 3 a graffiti artist's notebook containing 
ideas, Outlines; sketches and plans for future graffiti pieces us, 1997 
black bottom noun a neighbourhood where most of the population 
are poor black people us, 19m' 

black box noun 1 in an nei plane to" itainer and equipment 
used for the automatic recording of all flight data and cockpit 
conversation. A specialised use of Royal Air Force slang uk m4. 

2 the notional container in which proprietary technical infor- 
ttation is secured in dealings over industrial property rigHtsus;. 
1974. 3 any high technical piece of electronics equipment us, 194s. 

4 a hearse uk 1 ®i 5; line; 1 amp ifiei for a citizens' band radio. 
Sometimes dmb$Mf|h,ed al 'little black box'.us #ys 
black Cadillac noun an amphetamine capsule Us, 19m 
black cap nickname a member of the New Zealand international 
men's cricket team new Zealand, 2000 


black Christmas noun 1 1 -ii-i-'hi tma - n -o ed allusion to 
‘%£&m<5u$ 'White Christmas' us ms 

black-coated worker; black-coated workman; little black 
worker noun a prune. I rom the appearance and the work done 
during the digestive process. Remembered, in 1970, as being used 
by Lord.Mill: 'The Radio Doctor' during World War 2, Noted in 
Manchester in Daltonian, December 1946, then generally in the 
MitflafWj and London uk me 

black crow noun ' ' 1 1 ito 1 iiiiii 1 1 1 'in 11 ige ignition 
detector. Highly effective from the air in locating enemy convoys; 
used in conjunctlftK^ith a beacon teffflg system us mt 
black-dog adjective melancholic, depressed uk me 
black domina noun 111 h h -1 illusi nf the sexual 
domination' of a black riniafetw 2002 
black dot noun a type of LSD I rom the appearance uk 19% 
black eagle noun hgtoto uk 2003 

black-enamelled adjective dark-skinned Military, intended as jocular 

blacketeer noun 1 1 11 mar 1 eteer A World War 2 coinage, 
possibly jou.rnaiisticAusre4LM, 1953 
blackfellow's delight noun mm A disparaging view of Aboriginal 
Australians' drinking habits Australia, 1953 
black fever noun by a white person for black 

pecjpte us, 1972 

black forest noun 11 m 1 11 i" nil I Ih pet 1 une for a vagina 
describes itsloeation in a straightforward simile for the pubic hair* 
ostensibly punning on the Schwarzwald region of southwest 
Germany. Derived possjfclyras,a reference to Black. Forest gateaux 
(sticky, chocolatey, cherry-laden cakes; a.ttulthra)-icoh in the UK 
since the 1970s), the cake imagery suggesting an oral-sex 
dimension to the.-i^ge. A.Iso note 'A Walk In The Black Forest' by 
Horst Jankowski, a popular instrumental record fRJjftw 1960s; a 
:patisfyjhg metaphor for sexual activity uksooi 
black Friday noun the day after Thanksgivingas;.®;® 
black gang noun 1 collectively, a ship's engineer's department US, 
ms. 2 an aviation mechanics team. Fhe source of the term is 
likely to betjtpfr'black overalls Canada, 1997 
black ganja noun h 1 ush I il 1 olou Fhe term is heard and 
seen with all the possible variant spellings of ganja found at that 

black gold noun 1 /those in the 

business us, 191,1. 2 highly potent marijuana Derived from the pre¬ 
vious sense, punning on the richness and the colour of the 
hashish us. 1 m. 3 distilled, concentrated heroin us, rasz 
Black Hand noun 1 e ret crimina rgan it 1 composed of first- 
generation Italian immigrants to the US us. im 
black hash noun I ishish mi 1 and darl to ith opium us, razs 
black hat noun 1 in a drama, or in life viewed as a drama, the villain 
us, 1964.2a computer hacker with 110 honourable purpose. 
Sometimes embellished to ‘black km hacker' us, 2001. 3 a member 
of Pathfinder platoon, dropped behind enemy lin@f to make deep 
reconnaissance patrols and to establish landing zones for the initial 
helicopter waves us 1982. 4 a US Army drill instructor us, ras6 
blackhead noun a black per 11 Der it 11 to ; ironically self- 
descriptive. Otherwise a 'blackhead' is a skin btemfe||W2a» 
black heart noun depress or. uk 1996 

black hole noun 1 the black pit 

oftffS?, Now a 'black hole' is widely feowntorbe a celestial 
phenomenon intdpiich anything may be sucked to disappear 
without trace us 2001. 2 in computing, the notional place where e- 
that is sent but not received disappears us 1991 
black horsen/c/tnametlm i Arm I ih -11 red Cavalry 
Regime^#0 named because of the-feginSsnfs insignia us mi 
black-is-white adverb j by Richard 

fips^TmiiiiABAtprpMm im 

black jack nouni the penis of a black man. Homosexual usage us 
/gees. 2 a fifty-ton Santa Fe Railroad coal hopper us, 1977 
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Black Jack nickname i bla I 1 il I Daniel ™ whisky us m2. 

2 US General John J Pershing (1860-1948) us, mi 
blackjack mission noun ) in ietnam, an operation 

carried out by a mobile jpke force. The mobile strike forces were 
light infantry battalions equipped and trained to operate in remote 
areas without any significant logistical requirements or Support us 

Black Jeff noun a wasp Bahamas, 19& 

black light noun , 1 ultr let ght unde h h fluorescent paint 
glows US 1971 

Black Lions nickname dentified as 

VF-213, commissioned in T955us 1990 
black magic noun 1 used by US 

troops in Vietnam after 1966 us cm. 2 in computing, a technique 
that works wftiijt any apparent reason for its success us 1991 
Black Magic box noun 1 police in. Pla 1 black maria (a police 
' VSn) and Black Magic™ chocolates uk mi 
black man kissed her noun pm the early 

part of C20 which appears to have ail but died out by 1948 when 
Carribean immigration began in earnest and revived usage. Noted 
coming back into currency by I960 ox jsw 
black man's wheels noun a BMW car uk. 1999 
Black Maria noun 1 1 >li< rgon or n fo transporting those 
who have been arrested. The etymology is, ahcertain beyond tit 
colour black us 1843 . 2 in a deck of cards, the queen of spades us, 
1988. 3 highly potent marijuana ux 2001 
black marketeer noun quoting his own 

prices and odds Australia. 1953 
black micro noui 1 uk. ms 

black mo; black moat; black mote noun highly potent, dark 
coloured marijuana jesin us,im 

black molly noun 1 2 a bar 

biturate capsule u$, p| 

Black Monday noun 1 28th May 1962. The date of a dramatic stock 
market crash us 1 ■■■. 2 19th Octobei 1987 I he date ofthe 
greatest single-day stock market crash in the US sihce the 
Depression us, 1 m 

black money noun cash that is not accounted for in the financial 
-records of a business us ree 
black oil noun hashish oil uk; wp ■ 
black on black noun a car with a h ack exterioi and I' ack 
upholstery. Stack teen slang us. 1980 
black-out noun a very dark-skinned black person us 1947 
black pearl noun heroin us 1994 
black pen noun a parole report uk 19% 

black peter noun in prison, a punishment cell. An elaboration of 
'peter' (a cell) Australia, 1953 
black pill noun a pill of opium; heroin us i9W 
Blackpool rock noun tin- 1 er Rhyn 1 m for ock a visual 
pun on a long pink sweet that is made to be sucked. Similarly 
sweet references to the male anatomy can be found at 
almondrock, brightos rock and stick of rock. Probably inspired or 
influenced by the innuendo-laden song 'With My Little Stick of 
Blackpool 'Rock' by George Formby, 1937 ut c m 2 
black powder noun ground hashish and opium An explosive 
mixture named after an early form of gunpowder us 2001 
black power nickname a Maori gang or member ofthe gangufiv 
Zealand, im 

black Protestant noun 1 used as a term of contempt for Protestants 
in Ireland Tpif^rm appears to have become diluted oyer the 
years Ireland, 2001. 2 a non-observant Protestant or one prejudiced 
against Roman Catholics us 19m 

black rain noun lain ha ha I -1 n minated by smoke from oil 
field fifes. Gulf war usage us. mi 

Black Rats nickname h lii i Di i n of the Metropolitan Police 
' Idsed at New Seotilbfjd %d uk 1999 


black rock noun .. An elabi it n if rock (crack 

cocaine) which has m&ff jfc do with the drug's reputation than 
cSpttfj.ao® 

black rover noun This card auth¬ 

orises free travel throughout the London Transport system and 
thus plays on a London Transport Red toyer ticks which allowed 
the purcfiasef unlimited travel uk 2002 

black Russian noun 1 blackened opium us. 19m. 2 dark hashish us 
1969 . 3 marijuana resin mixed with opium us 2001 
black shoe noun an officer in the US Navy other than an aviator. 

Aviation officers wore brown shoes-os, 19 So 
blacksmith noun 1 11 mpeter hee h n mi new Zealand, 

black snake noun :ly of coal tenders 

us, m 

Black Sox nickname the New Zealand international men's softball 
team new Zealand. 2000 
black star noun a type of JSttt*;. m 
blackstick noun a clarinet us, f®?- 
black stranger noun m2 

Black Street noun ating those 

'With sexually transmitted infections Euphemistic m Scotland, tm 
black stuff noun opium; heroin us. 1936 
blackstuff noun tarmacadam uk. m2 
black stuff nickname GuinneSS V&AND, mi 

Black Stump noun remote place. 

Often used in phrases such as 'this side of the black stump', 'out 
neSf tiie Black Stump', 'the other side ofthe Black SfUifop' or 
'beyond the Black Stump’. From a fire-blackened tree stump used 
as a marker for navigation in the country Australia, ms> 
black sunshine noun LSP% ms 
black tabs noun a type ofiLSjiffS 

black tar noun crude, impure, potent heroin from Mexico us, rase 
black tar bianco noun heroin DM 2002 
black tide noun an oil slick on the ocean surface us 1991 
black-tie adjective 1 cal ng foi formal dress uk, 1933. 2 said of an event 
in Antarctica in which those in attendance are not wearing red 
clothes isaied by the US National SciWiCi Foundation Antarctica, 

black type noun in horse racing, a horse that has won or been 
placed in a stakes race Bold face type is used in a sales catalogue 
tojidsntify horses that have won or been placed us, tsSz 
Blackus noun <-skinned person 

BAHAMAS, 1982 

black velvet noun 1 other dark- 

skinned women Australia . urn. 2 a black woman's vagina us, mu. 

3a drink of stout mixed with champagne f rom die colour and 
texture. An economical variation is poor rrign's velvet (stout and 
cider), sometimes shortened to 'blackers' uk, 1937 
black water noun 1 2 sewage. 

Euphemism used in recreational vehicle camping us, 19m 
black whack noun phencyclidine, die recreational drug known as 
PCP or angel dust us. 1994 

black widow noun 1 1 I I imphetamine i[ ule; Benzedrine™ 
-(amphetamine sulphate), a central nervous system stimulant US 

1972. 2a capsule containing both barbiturate and amphetamine us, 

1973. 3 an M-16 rifle equipped with 0 night scope us, mi. 4 a 
limited edition, fuel-injected 1957 Chevrolet 150 sedan, built . 
’Strictly for racing'tfoi tben bannedlffejm stock car racing us. m2 

black wings noun ; 2000 

blacky; blackie noun a blaci per 1 Derog ", but not necessarily 
deliberately' so uk ms 

blacky carbon noun in drag racing, petrol os, ises 
blacky-white; blackie-white noun an Anglo-Indian halfc.aste india, 
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bladder | blast 


bladder noun i a ha loon Circus and carnival usage us. mi. 2a 
collapsible drum for holding liquids us, mi. 3 a local newspaper 
Derives from a less-than-tavourable description of it§ contents uk 

bladder bird noun lal bulk fuel delivery. 

yjgtrtarn war usage us, mt 

bladder boat noun an i nflatab ubt >oa ietnam war usage us. 

bladder-buster noun a very large beverage container us. iw 

bladdered adjective very druftk uk, m? 

blade nouni a kni c 2 i urgeon 3 a man us, 194s. 4 a 

CadillaewcSpecialily a Coupe de Vrlle or Fleetwood. Black teen 
slang us, 1980. 5 a type of expensive chrome car wheel rim us ms. 

6 a moped ; ermuda 1 185 . 7 a dollar us 2002 
blade verb to skate on lollerbiades ns. 1997 
blader noun a rollerblader us, 19m 

blade-runner noun 1 1 1 10 transpor tolen goods or 

contraband. Taken from the science-fiction film Blade Runner, 
1982, based on Philip K. Dick's cyberpunk novel Do Androids 
Dream ofikfftfic Sheep?, 1968 uk, 2001 
blading noun the act of using rollerblades US, ms 
blag noun 1 a rt bl er espe II tn armed r er 1 bank or post- 
office robbery. Probably an abbreviation ol 'blackguard' uk ms. 2a 
piece of persuasive bluff UK 1962. 3 used as a term of abuse. Usage 
appears restricted to northern grammar schools deriving, perhaps, 
from a shOrte/iing of 'blaggard' (a blackguard) uk in 
blag verb 1 f someone; to 

persuade someone; to wheedle something; 10 scrounge 
something. From French blaguer (to joke), possibly informed by 
conventional English 'blaggard' uk 1151 2 to successfully persuade 
another person into having sex with you uk 2002. 3 to rob 
.something, especially with violence uk 1933 
blagard verb to tal profanely or ol 1 Acer 'ling to one source, 
this term is in use with this meaning in Nova Scotia's South 
Shore. It derives from the French blague (chaff humbug, hoax, fib) 
but may also derive from aft English gang of blacking boys and 
torch-carriers in-lpf-don known for their scurrilous language. In 
the form: 'blackguarding 1 , it is in use in parts of the US with the 
same meaning as in Nova Scotia ganada. im 
blagger noun 1 1 I I er h ill ise ilence as necessary. In The 
lag's Lexicon, 1950, Paul Tempest noted the term was 'used very 
occasionally'; during the 1970s usage proliferated through the 
agency of television programmes like I he Sweeney uk. 1950. 2a 
persuasive .person who is employed to attract customeS«li'?96s, 

3 a persuasive criminal, a confidence trickster uk im 
blagging noun u 1 | in ith violence Derives, possibly, 

from 'blackguard' uk 1933 

blag merchant noun in roll I nn 1 1 irmed robber Combines 

blag (a robbery with violence) with the colloquial use of 
‘merchant’ (a man) uk 2000 

blah verb to say empty and meaningle I 11 - in talk without 
saying anything worth saying uk 2004 
blah adjective w uotivated us, 1922 

blah; blah blah; blah blah blah noun empty and meaningless talk; 
so on and so forth; used foi implying that what is being said is 
not worth the saying or has been said too often already. Echoic of 
fionsensespeech, possibly Gerfnpsf blech (nonsense); synonymous 
with rhubarb (nonsense) which may also be repeated two obffjfie 
ffme&f&f emphasis uk ms 

blahsnoun i mm 1 line leelin fer mi is, n 

blair; blare v-enfeto criticise, humilla 1.. methir 

Possiblyfrom conventional 'blare' (to shout); probably predates tony 
Blair's rise to political and media prominence, although current usage 
S cettainlyinformed byte Prime Miift#shipuk ms 
blak noun bla I I 1 In ill n pelling uk 2002 
blam verb to slam.il&udlyAaamoos, n 

blamed; blame adjective u e I 1 iphemisti intensifier replacing 
'damned'. An equivalent to blinking us. 1944 


blancas noun amphetamines 01 other central nervous system stimu¬ 
lants Border Spanish used in M/sh conversation by Mexican- 
. Americans; fomitfe Spanish-;fef'white' 1 isytmr 
blanconounlm m line in hi 1 lit e’us. 1973 

blank noun 1 a packe n 1 na ti liter ier old as narcotics 
us, 19 66. 2 a worthless person or thing us mo. 3 in a carnival, a bad 
day, a bad engagement 01 a bad customer us ms. a in poker, a 
useless card in the dealt hand us m2. 5 ihe top of a skateboard us 

1976. 6 a refusal of parole uk 1996. 7 a tablet of Aspirin us 1990. 

► give someone the blank to ignore someone uk 1999 

blank vert 1 to ignore < neone -11 re »nse blanked out' uk 

1977. 2 to (orgel something uk ms. 3 to erase something. An 
abbreviated variation of the conventional 'blank out uk mi 

blank; blankety; blankety-blank used as a self-censored deletion 
of an expletive, regardless of part of speech Written more often 
than spoken, but not Without uses, in speech uk isst 
blank canvas noun the body of a person who is about to get their 

first tattoo us'm 

blanket noun 1 1 igarette paper 2 a marijuana cigarette. 
Perhaps because il is shaped like a blanket roll us ions. 3 any 
sandwich us i960. 4an overcoat; a top coat us, ms. s in the US 
military, a beret us, m2. 6 in trucking, a parking lotus, 197 6. ► on 
the blanket 1 uniform as 

a means of protest and are thereby wrapped in a blanket. 

. Originating with republican: prisoners making a political-protest' in 
the Maze Prison in Belfast in the mid-1970s uk 1979. 2 (of an 
Indian) u$fd for describing someone who-hag been aggressive but 
has stopped Canada, 1959 

blanket-ass noun a native An leiican India-1 Derogatory us 1973 
blanket craps noun an informal game of craps with the shooter 
.-■-iSCttng as banker us risk® 

blanket drill noun sex in bed.US raw 

blanket finish noun 1 1 I e racing lose finish between several 
horses. Sip called because the horses contending for the lead could 
.fftiftg covered by a single figurative blanket us, mi 
blanket game noun in the circus or carnival, a private gambling 
game for employees only, played on a blanket us raso 
blanket harbour noun bed Canada, ms 
blanket party noun ,r ritual in which lire offending person is 
covered wild a blanket, which prevents identification of the wrong- 
doers, and then beaten us, n 

blanket roll noun a controlled roll of the dice by a skilled cheat, best 
made on a rblarfrtetspread on the ground-us; rstso • 
blankety; blankety-blank >see: blank 
blarney noun 1 h"i 1 ed flat 1 ilea nt tall that seeks to deceive; 
hence plausible nonsense. A fine example can be found at 
www.blarneycastle.ie in the gentle assertion that 'the term 
"Blarney" was introduced into the English language by Elizabeth I 
of England! ]' Ireland, 1 766. 2 an Irish accent I he Blarney stone is 
incorporated into the -battlements of Blarney Castle - eight miles 
frortb of Cork emm southern- Ireland. Familiar legend holds the 
’-promise that whoever kisses this stone will receive the gift of 
eloquence, hence 'blarney' (pleasant talk|-£jeie considered to be 
speech with- an Irish lilt m 2000 
blarney vert to talk flatteringl r persuasively uk m3 
blarneying adjective of a manner of speech, persuasive, flattering us, 

blarry adjective usee: blerry 

blartverti" 1 II ni I -il I 111 1 1 n ml upheava 
A "combination of conventional 'blurt' and blab (tocSifi) or blub ftc T 
cry) uk 200i 

blase blase and so on and so on. An embellishment of the more 
expected blah blah blah us. 2002. 

blase queen noun ssexual male 
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4 cocaine; any drug with a powerful effect us iw. s a taste or a 
portion, especially of alcoliolic drink (ik i is 6 a parachute jump. 
Vietnam war usage us 1991. 7 an escape us war 8 a stern 
admonishment a severe rebuke us, w?4 
blast verti to use a drug, especia v to smoke marijuana us, 1943. 

2 to criticise someone or something severely Mainly journalistic 
uk 1953. sto reprimand someone uk, 1934 
blast! used for expressing disgust or dismay uk, m34 
blasted adjective i 'i r- I mu H s used a a euphemism for 
'bloody' uk us). 2 I alcohol us 192s 

blaster noun i a gun, especially a pistol us, 1x4. 2 a powerful, hard- 
breaking wave us, 1 964 

blast from the past noun a song that was popular in the past and 
is still popular with those who were young when the song was 
popular us, ms 

blasting oil noun 1 fast open safes 

blast off verb i i If i Borro ed th great 1 rvour from the 
language of space iravel us, 195 4. 2 to use and become intoxicated 
by a drug us 1x1. 3 of a car, especially a racing car, to drive off at 
speed. Uses a rocket laoriEh as a metaphor Australia, tm 
blast party noun a gathering of marijuana smokers us ms 
blasty adjective in Newfoundland, used of a dead, dry branch, good 
for kindling Canada, ism 

blat noun a short journey, usually for pleasure. Used by late 1980s- 
early 90s counterculture tracers UK 1999 
blat verb to fire a gun. Probably derived from a comic strip represen¬ 
tation of a weapon imiSlftjn; 'Blat! Blat! Blat!' Ms 
blatant adjective excellent Recorded in use among young urban 
blapteuK 1999 

blathered adjective talk 

nonsense) UK 2002 

blatherskite; bletherskite; bletherskate noun a peiricjn who talks 
too much or too offensively. Originally Scottish dialect us im 
blats noun cash, money. In Royal Air Force use ijk 2002 
blatted adjective drunk UK 2003 

blaxploitation noui ure and imagery 

for commercial gain, especially in dims us 1971 
blaze noun 1 in a card game il 11-' rd >er hand, a hand with 
five face cards us, 1x2. 2 in a deck of p aying cards, a face card us, 
087 . 3 marijuana us isss 

blaze verb 1 to It 2 3 to have sex 

us, 1997. 4 to light a marijuana cigarette or other drug-smoking 
conveyance, Also expressed as to 'blaze upffisjoass 

blazed adjective drug-intOTfeated UK 1998 

blaze full noun in 1 ike 1 ian< insisting! three cards of one face 
card rank and a pair of another. The 'full' is drawn from the con¬ 
ventional name for the hand, a full house' us i9es 
blazer noun a big diamond us. 1949 

blazes noun the flames of hell. Used in comparisons and as a 

euBhfettfisch for 'heir uk. im 

blazing adjective exceptionally attractive UK ism 
blazing adverb lemistlc for 

BLOODY'OS *855 

bleach verb 1 tr pend n extend I, 11 I fda and nights in 
nightclubs uk 2000 2 to soak and flush a hypodermic needle and 
syringe with bleach to prevent transmission of HIV us, m9. 3 to lie 
awake at night with a: sense of impending doom Jamaica, ime 
bleacher bum noun 1 1 il 1 iy sports far ho favours the 
inexpensive bleacher seals tis. 7987. 2 a Ian of the Chicago Cubs 
professional .base||lj.team us ms 
bleach tabs noun sterilising tablets issued to drug addicts uk 19% 
bleat nouni in prison, a petition to the Home Secretary us, 1950. 2 a 
feebte'COmplai nt UK »k 

bleat verb 1 to complain us. ns-,. 2 to repeatedly deny guilt uk 19 96 


bleed noun in pinball, a ball that leaves play having scored few 
points uS,i9f9 

bleed vert 1 2 to dilute a 

drug us, 1992. 3 to be showing lipstick on your face or clothes us, 

. ► bleed someone dry; bleed someone white to drain a 

person or other resource of all money or value The image of 
draining fife's blood uk 19m 

bleeder noun 1 a person uk us/. 2 a contemptible person uk 1 ssz. 3 a 
casino employee or executive who worries extensively about 
money being ost lo gamblers us 4 in poker, a player who 
methodically if undramaticafly drains money from the game by 
conservative, steady play us, 1 m. 5 a boxer who is prone to 
bleeding!#; im 

bleeding adjective 11 - I 1 111 len her ( igi 1 II, replaced bloody, 
then used in its own right 01 as a substitute for less acceptable 
intenstfiers; not necessarily intended as'fetlphefnistJcMc isss 
bleeding adverb used as an intensifier uk iss 4 
bleeding deacon noun rense of self- 

importance to an organisation Usually used in the context of self- 
help recovery groups suchraSAfcetobtes Anonymous us. ms 
bleeding edge noun the a ute re nl te hnology A punning 
combination of 'leading edge and 'cutting edge' us 2000 
bleeding heart adjective sensitive to the plight of others, anguished. 

Disparaging, often as 'bleeding heart iberal' ijk ms 
bleeding obvious noun anythi ig hat re II, houldn't need saying. 
Usually construed as the bleeding obvious. In 2003 the British 
satirical website 'Uhr^rsxy of the Bleeding Obr$W$ was one of 
the most popular comedy sites on the IhternetAusrm/A isx 
bleeding spot noun 

bleeding well adverb certainty,definitely£*, 1884 
bleepvert to superimj e an e 1 11 - er expletives in a 

television or radio broadcast us, 1966 
bleep mud as a euphe mistic replacement for an expletive, 
regardless of part of speech us, 7968 
bleezin adjective drunk uk 2002 

blem noun a pimple - 1 rtenei form < in- nventional English 

'blemish' us, isos 

blench adjective 11 e ipprovingl ril 1 nuscular person uk 

Blenheimers noun memory loss due to wine consumption. Named 
•liter a wine brand new Zealand, im 
blerry; blarry; blirry adjective used as an intensifier, A variation^-, 
bloody reflecting Afrikaans pronunciation south Africa, 1920 
blert noun a fool. Liverpool usage uk 2002 

bless verb to approve th an. Military 

usage us, 7986 

bless used ironically, as 1! patronising a child An abbreviation of the 
prayer: 'God/ifafes', often preceded wttfva cod-sympathetic 'aabj ,; " 


blessed sacrament noun marijuana us. 2001 
blessing novn.a harsh rebuke Bahamas, i 9 s» 
bless your cotton socks; bless your little cotton socks used 
for registering gratitude 01 affection A catchphrase favoured by the 
" Twiddle-classes, Considered to be archaic when first recorded how¬ 
ever the phrase has survived into.C21 uk, 1x1 
bless your pea-pickin' hearts 1 
catchphrase television sign-off on The time / ard Show (NBC, 
1956-61), a music variety programme. Repeated with referential 
ihumoOr us 7956 

bletch! used as an ll-purp e tent expre 11 of disgust. From 
the Sdfifpani bfechen (to vomit) us: mi 
bletcherous adjective .iting "ml d gned, dysfunctional 


blew-it noun a Buick car us 1997 

blighter noun 1 2 1 From jocular 

use of the previous sense uk 1904 
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Blighty | blinkus of the thinkus 


Blighty nickname E 

Hindustani bilayati and Arabic wilayati (foreign, especially 
European) uk ms: 

bliksemnoun i I- il >- | -i i nlei ipliblef 'I From 
Afrikaans bliksem /(lijjhtning) south africa, 1950 
bliksem verb to smack, punch or beat up. Probably a reduction of 
the earlier South African 'to donner the bliksem out of (to beat 
the lights eyf q^south africa, 2004 
blim noun a small crumb of cannabis resin uk. 1996 
blim burn noun a scorch mark or a tiny burn-hole as a result, when 
smoking hashish, .Pf burning particles, a small burnihjfsender <tf 
cannabis resin uk. 2003 

blim burn verb to mark or burn something with a blim burn uk, 2004 
blimey!; blime! hock. An abbrevi¬ 

ation of cor blimey! (God blind me!) uk rm 

blimey O'Riley!; blimey O'Reilly! usee for registering surprise uk 

blimmin'; blimmin' well adjective used as 3 euphemistic intensifier. 

Possibly derived from blimey! or blooming uk im 
blimp noun 1 in necrophile usage, a corpse with a distended abdo¬ 
men us, 1987. 2 3 in the television and film 

industries, a camera's sound-proofing housing us. 1977. 4 a bus os 
1990. sa private inter-personal signal uk 2000 
blimpish adjective 1 1 11 1 1 1 11 After Colonel 

Blimp, a reactionary man uk 1938 
blimp out; blimp up verb to put on weight, especially if such 
growth is rapid or dramatic. From the shape of a conventional 

blind noun 1 a I il an illegal one us. 

1929. 2 an area in prison where guards cannot easily see what is 
going on us, 1989. 3 a baggage carriage, usually immediately behind 
the engine of a passenger train us war. 4 a wallet or purse. 
Pickpocket use uk 1977. ► make the blind see to perform oral 
sex on mdteumcised martus; 

blind verb to curse ear I he meant ur e 11 eff and blind 
uk 1943. ► blind by science 1 I 1 I 1 1 1 nth biams 
According to one source 'it arose when the scientific boxers began, 
ca. 1880, to defet'li I ruiser l ► blind with 

science to confuse 1 1 1 meone t iperior inventive or 

IJ&nsensical argument, explanation or vocabulary. Synonymous 
variation of Writer 'dazzle with scienqft 1 at 190 
blind adjective 1 an ‘nlensifier, a euphemism lor 'bloody' or 
'bleeding' uk 1959. 2 very drunk uk w30. 3 highly drug-intoxicated. 
From an earlier alcohol sense us 1 ■ 4 (used of a car) stripped of 
headlights us 197/ s (used of a bet) placed before seeing the cards 

being bet on 6 .. 7nastyciuel 

south Africa. 2004. ► like blind cobbler's thumbs describes 
’Aickly swollen ntpjfeyK mi ► not take a blind bit of 
notice to utterly ign< e r< regard meone < something, to be 
oblivious to someone cr*©mething uk mi 
blind bat noun an AC-130 aircraft used for night flare missions in 
Vietnam between 1964 and 1970, Bats are not, of course, biingj 
they see at night us- wu 

blind blast noun a parachute jump at night in enemy territory. 
Vietnam war usage us, mi 

blind country noun closed-in country of the colourless type and of 
little worth Australia ipm 
blind drunk adjective .t ry murk uk 1959 
blinded adjective drunk us. im 

blinder noun an ntly well- 

performed. From the 'dazzling' nature of anything so-called uk 1950 
blind fence noun 1 per 1 h 11 In in I 1 stolen goods us, 

Blind Freddy; Blind Freddie noun an imaginary blind man. Used 
as a type for an inability 10 see the obvious I he existence of a 
real person nicknamed 'Blind Freddy' has not been {affirmed 

AUSTRALIA, 1946 


blinding adjective great, excellent, terrific, etc UK ms 

blindingly adverb Jouslyu/c 1999 

blindjaret noun a cigarette Jamaica, ms 

blind link noun on the nternet, a link that is misleading or false, 
taking ypu ssmJsSh^fe tther than where you expect to go. 
Common on pornography websites us, 2000 
blindman's buff noun afrit iRhytrtfr% slang, noted by Redl SahiellS; 
1980 UK, 1980 

blindman's snow noun 1 late spring 1 nil opposed to have 
putative properties for the eyes and feet Canada, ms 
blind mullet noun | in 11 tin mthewater 

AUSTRALIA, 1987 

blind pignoun 1 il here alcohol er ed illegally us, 1886. 
2 in poker, an unskilled but lucky player. I rom ihe adage that even 
a-blind pig will find an acorn over timet^ ime 
blind pigeon noun stuffed i ffj)jj^||ri 11 
blinds noun 1 2 bus-spotters, a 

f>us% roller display of desinations uk 
blindside verb 1 hit 1 1 k someor ithout ji ning. Originally 
a term from- American football, arid then-extended as a metaphor 


blind tiger noun an ille I lrinkin esta lishment us, 1909 
blindza noun money Barbados, 1984 

bling noun a vulga 1 In 1 I tentati 1 iisplay of wealth us, 


bling-bling noun 1 n expensive, if 

tasteless, jewellery Coined by hip-hop rapper B.G. and appearing 
in his 1999 'Choppei City in the Ghetto' us, 1999. 2 ostentation. A 
generalised sense-that derives from : .tte. previous sense uk 20m 
bling-bling vert to be successful, especially in hip-hop; hence, to be 
ostentatious; to make money us, 2003 
bling-blinger noun rmber of the hip- 

hop community I rom the bling-bling worn as an ostentatious 
symbol of status us. 2000 

blinged; hlinged out adjective 1 1 1 n ^n ively bejewelled, 

especially if a tasteless display I rom bling-bling (ostentatious 
jewelleryyas,3a»- 

blinging adjective ostentatious and expensive. Derives from bling- 
bling (ostentatious jewellery) uk 2003 
bling it up vert 11 have ar ii 1 1 11 I | isive lifestyle; to tem¬ 
porarily lead such a life. Extended from bling-bling (wealth, 
tasteless ostentation) uk 2003 

Blinglish noun ilm hr I 1 I 1 ii rich fi m of English, 
especially when used by while urban youths txlended from bling 


bling-tastic adjective extravagantly ostentatious uk 2002 
blink noun a hiding place us 1949. ► on the blink 1 broken, not 
functioning us, 1899. 2 without funds us. 1949 
blink vert to miss seeing a fight, attack or other cause of excitement 

m 1&6 

blinkenlights noun diagnostic lights on the front panel of a 
computer us, 1991 

blinker noun 1 a ju Iripleg ietnam ir g II vs humour, 
suggesting that a quadriplegic is capable only of blinking his eyes 
us. 1980. 2 an eye"/., isce 3 .1 police helicopter us, raso 
blinkey noun 1 1 ehicl ith nr 1 idlight 1 1 working us. 1976. 2 a 
ztijning light at thfrfinlsh lirjb'^a drag Strjipifirass 
blink-eyed adjective cross-eyed us, 19m 

blinking adjective -I 1. mid ml n in 1 1 euphemisim for 
'bleeding'. The term probably derives from 'blank', an obsolete 
euphemism for damned which stresses the fact of euphemism - 
the blank space - as rtjs^i as the object of intensification UK jjfttt 
blinkus of the thinkus noun 1 n nenlai I f concentration us 
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blinky noun i a person with poor or no eyesight us. 1922. 2freebase 
CQcaine ys, 1992 

blinky adjective agitated, upset us, 1992 

blip noun 1 rnwanted®, 

1975. 2 a minor fluctuation, usually upward, in the stock market or 
other measures of corporate fortunes < is. 191 3 a source of surprise 

us, 1947. 4a nicke (five-cent piece)os, ms 
blip verb 1 to send a message tty e-mail try 2002. 2 in hot sodding or 
drag racing, to thrott e up quickly and then release, momentarily 
increasing tfewblufions per minute v&ms 
blip adjective Classy US. 1948 

blip jockey noun equipment us. 

blippy adjective used as a euphem n r<tugh n e ining 'damned' us 

bliss noun any drug that is smoked, especially a mixture of heroin, 
methamphetamine and MDMA, the recreational drug best known 
at ecstasy us im 

bliss cup noun i the usage 1 unterculturalist associated with 
the Rainbow Nation gatherings, a homemade cup or bowl for 
eating and drinking us. 1997 

bliss out verb gatory fashion, 

usually when applied tp rgligisas Of, cult zealots us, 1973 
B list; C list noun 1 1 I 1 n 1 II 1 1 1 1 1 rted with a 

level of fame and celebrity that is not quite paramount In conven- 
v ona! media jargon the a-list is a notional soci|l: ietfe of those 
who are considered prestigious enough to add top-value tosa-guest 
iSt. The B-list and C-list are the lesser ranks of the well-known and 
media-friendly who nevertheless get invited to events by those 
who market the cult of celebrity us. ms 
blisted adjective intoxicated by drug smoking us, 1995 
blister noun 1 a but 11 |l Ini mi rd t piessing it against 
a sharp object, used by card cheats to identify the value of 
the card us, 1991. 2 a fine attached to a window of a vehicle for a 
parking infringement Australia, 1971. 3 an unpleasant, obnoxious 
person uk 1 m. 4 a prostitute us, 1905 
blister verb to attack someone; to attack someone verbally Australia. 

blisterfoot noun an iAntry soldier us. && 

blister work noun extortion 

blisty adjective md I I ill ill I UlTing us, 1991 

blithering adjective ntensif er uk, 

blitz noun an intensive n 11 1 ncer rated effort. After 

German: blitz (understood in English as 'alkjtttoflfensive warfare') 

jfe im 

blitz verb 1 to inter ivel n 1 1 1 mi hieve maximum 
public awareness. From German blitzkrieg (a lightning war) uk, 2002. 
2 to defeat someone soundly us 1940. 3 in horse racing, to win 
convincinglyAusreat/A rasa. 4 in tiddlyv 
one colour before the 20minute time-limit has elapsed anBtthus 
score an easy victory us, ra® 5 in gin, to win and leave an 
opponent scoreless us. 1171. 6 in bar dice games, to bet the total 
amount .of the pet us, wx? 
blitz buggy noun a car. Teen slang.aSofS4i 
blitzed adjective 

blitzkrieged adjective suddenly drank®, 1974 
blivet noun 1 an obn 11 perse especiall ith bad hygiene us, 
1949. 2 In computing, a problem which cannot be solved or any 
impossibility us 1991 
blizznouna blizzard Antarctica, 1911 
blizz verb to blow a blizzard Antarctica, ran 

blizzard noun 1 | ay flickering 

white dots us raw. 2 the cloud of thick, white smoke produced 
when smoking freebase cocaine us 1992. 3 cocaine. A play on snow 
( cocaine) uk 2003 


blizzard head noun in the eai 11 1 I 11 I 1 hite television, a 

blonde. So called because a blonde's hair takes up jail the light in 
the picture u$ im 

blizzed in adjective lions 

ANTARCTICA, rffl v 
blizzy adjective snowy Antarctica, 19 96 
bio noun cocaine us 1993, • 

bloater noun 1 a fat per n 1 m II rl 1 ell) influenced by the 
'bloater fish’. There is some evidence of a similar usage in the late 
Cl9, and, again, i®e|ftii-C20 in South Africa where the sense is 
'gross and ugly' uk, 2001. 2 a dead sheep or cow new Zealand, 2000 
blob noun 1 111 111 et, a itsn in innin re I no runs. From 
the imag|.$f a zero shown beneath the batsman’s ngffle on the 
scoresheet uk, iss 9. 2 a mistake I rom the previous sense uk 1903. 

3 a fool Australia, 1916. 4 (he bleed period of the menstrual cycle uk 
2000. 5 a gonorrhoeal ulcer uk mu. ► on blob; on the blob in 
&e bleed-period irtte menstrual cycle. The image of blobs of 
blood us, 2000 

blob verb i to suffer from a sexually transmitted infection. Literally, 

'to drip', but after blob (a gonorrhoeal ulcer) uk, mu. 2 to make a 
dtjiistake uk 1999 

blobby adjective 

blob hammock noun 1 1 11 1 el lombines blob (the bleed 

period of the menstrua! cycle) with the image Of a hammock, also 
seen in wee hammock uk 2002 

blob out verb to rela n 1 I nn il used in conversation 
since the 1980s new Zealand, 2003 

block noun 1 2 

3 marijuana or hashish compressed di a block uk 2000. 4a 
measured quandly of morphine uk 1992. 5 a ban, an embargo. 

Used in phrases like put a block on and put the block on uk, ffa 
6 used as a retort after being insulted us, m2. 7 a watch. Circus 
and carnival usage us, raze. ► do your block; do the block to 
lose control; to lose your temper \ustralia, no/. ► knock 
someone's block off 

mu. ► on the block 1 1 I 1 1 pi tituti 1 11 the street us 

1941. 2 subje: ted il 1 1 1 ► put a block 

on; put the block on 1 1.0 veto, ban, or embargo something. 
Literally, to apply 'a block' (a ban) uk mi. 2 in prison, to reinforce 
the regulations uk ra%. ► use your block to act wisely Australia, 

block verb 1 tc m to serial rape 

NEW ZEALAND, 1978. 2 10 fool Someone AUSTRALIA, 1955 

block! used as the riposte to 'face!', thus preventing notional 

embarrassment 'fouffi Slarig us mz 

blockaides noun condoms. Coined in response to AIDS uk 1998 

block and tackle noun 

block boy noun 1. free time idling 

on a street corner, looking or hoping for trouble us razo 
blockbuster noun 1 r capsul 1 ntobarbita Hum (trade name 
Nembutal™), a central nervous system depressant Sometimes 
shortened to 'buster' us mo. 2 a heavy bomb powerful enough to 
flatten a city block; hence anything that makes a considerable 
impact Initially used by the Royal Air force; since the 1-960s gener¬ 
ally applied as journalistic or marketing terms #(jfrfrns.,'fiovels, etc 
us, 1942. 3 a .357 Magnum bullet us m2 
blocked adjective lly by amphet¬ 

amine, barbiturate:#f';mafijuana, The experiencing offgarUlfl: is 
blocked out us im 

blocker noun i a confederate who shields a casino cheat from being 
seen as he robs a slot machine us, ras t. 2 a member of a 
rsh#l^ingteam who distracts attention-and blocks pursuit uk im 
blockhead noun 1 a stupid fool, ai 1 idiot. Oiiginally ‘a wooden base 
for hats or wigs’, hence 'wooden-deac/ed' uk mm 2 a drunken yob. 
This usage was coined by Ian Dury in the song 'Blockheads', which; 
offered the lyrical definition '"pissed up 1 gangs of lads' uk razz. 3 a 
marijuana user. A combination of block (marijuana) and head (a 
user)® 2ooi. 4a railway brakeman us, razz 
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block hustle | bloody 


block hustle noun a’small-toale' swindle us, im 
blockie noun i a farmer on a smal block of land. Sometimes heard 
as 'blocker' Australia, i m. 2 in Queensland, Victoria and Tasmania, 
a circuit of a street block in a vehicle-dbne, especially repeatedly, 
for entertainment/vsTWiM. 2003 

blocking noun serial sex between one person and multiple partners, 
consensual or not, heterosexual or homosexual new Zealand. 199s 
block-rockin' adjective | 1 1 1 ii i“ lii regard to hip-hop 

and clul?®lture. Extends 'rockin' as aiglneral term of approval 
with the punning suggestion that whatever is so described has the 
power to: rock a ci^ btadkus, 2000 

blocks noun dice us, 1962. ► put the blocks to someone to have 
sex with someone us. ms. ► up on blocks in the bleed period of 
the menstrual cycle. A mechanical image Bfah but.of service car 
being'up on blocftefijr repair UK2002 

block-up adjective mariji I.. uk, 2002 

blog noun a regularly updated Internet webpage of links to 
interesting news stories 01 websites annotated with personal 
itofnraentary An abbreviation of 'weblog 1 US, am 
blog verb to create or update a weblog us. 2000 
blogger noun s 2000 

blogosphere noun y those who 

create or pay attention to blogs [web logs] uk. 2002 
bloke noun 1 a man mil G lerall u din i neutral sense, but 
also commonly in a positive sense connoting a ‘decent, down-to- 
earth, unpretentious man 1 , especially in the phrase 'good bloke'. 
There has been a recent trend, since the 1990s, to also use 'bloke' 
negatively to mean a 'male chauvinist' uk 1829. 2 a boyfriend 
Australia 1908. 3 a homosexual man's boyfriend or partner 
Originally recorded as a navy usage uk 1937. 4 a male animal 
Australia, 1982. s a person of any gender. A rare usage Australia, ms 
bloke car noun a ports cat n the d nslope of it career sold to 
American pilots stationed m the United Kingdom uk 1992 
bloker noun a$p|th$juser us, 1992 
blokey noun a told. An elaboration of bloke uk 2(m? 
biokey adjective (of a man) chauvinistic; masculine in a negative way 

Ij^STRALIA, 1992 

blokeyness; blokiness noun the state of being blokey Australia, 1994 

blokish; blokeish adjective s 

straightforwardly perl aps stereotypical^, 'masculine' uk 1957 
blonde noun 1 coffee with cream us m2. 2 golden-leafed marijuana 

blonde adjective foolish, daft, silly, feen slang, from the stereotypical 
itfetJUtes. ascribed to blondes 

blonde and sweet adjective (used of coffee) with cream and sugar 

blonde from the coast noun pak mi— >1 ured marijuana with 
#aims by-Setters that itches from C0torntets,M76 
blondie; blondy noun a blonde-haired person; when spelt with a 
capital B, a nickname for such a perron Famously in the cartoon 
strip Blondie by Chic: Young, from 1930, although unlikely to have 
been coined by him. Adopted in 1974 by the pop group Blondfc 
tk 


blonk noun an incompetent, inept, boring person Australia, ion, 
bloober noun a female breast us, m 

bloochie noun any cumbersome object. From Polish immigrant 

blood noun 1 a black person us. ms. 2 used as a general form of 
address regardless of race, signaltihg.friendliness. From the pre¬ 
vious sense; si 3 wine us, 1959. 4 pizza 

sauce us, 199s. s tomato juice its; urn. ► make someone's blood 
boil to infuriate someone uk im. ► your blood is worth 
bottling you are wonderful Australia, 1958 
blood! used for expressing strong disapproval Jamaica, ms 
blood alley noun a road us. ms 


blood bank nouni a hospital uk. use 2 a finance company us, 1975 
blood box noun an ambulance us, m 
blood bread noun payment for donating blood us mi 
blood chit noun a written notice in several languages, carried by 
members of the American armed forces, identifying the person as 
American and promising a reward for help in evading the enemy. 
The US Department of Defense Policy on Wood Chits states that 
MMs 'are a tool used by an evader or escapee-after all other 
measures of indeffenlent evasion and escape have failed and- the 
evader(s) considers assistance vital to survival. Upon receiving 
assistance, the evader or escapee provides the assistor with the 
blood chit number. Tf >4 blood chit represents an obligation of the 
U.S. Government to compensate the claimant, of his immediate 
ISMy if the claimant is deceased, for services rendered to DoD 
personnel,' The version used in the Vietnam war had the plea for 
'assistance in obtaining food, shelter and protection' in English, 
Burmese, Chinese, Thai, Laotian, Cambodian, Vietnamese, 
Malayan, Indonesian, Tagalog, Visayan,'French and Dy#i us. mi 
bloodclaat; bloodclot; blood clot noun a contemptible person 
West Indian, hence UK bla^f&fijsf,literally a 'sanitary towel', 
applied figuratively Jamaica, 1994 

blood clart adjective used as a negative intensifier. Black urban 
youth slang, of Jamaican .origins uk 2m 

blood cloth noun \ AND BARBUDA, 

blood factory noun a hospital uk zero 

bloodhound verb to track someone down us, m3 
blood house nouni a tavern with a reputation for brawling new 
Zealand, 1999. 2 a pul' ic hole . especial v n rough one Australia. 1952 
blood in verb >ur credentials for toughness 

bycsl^hing-another prisoner us. 2000 
blood in, blood out used for expre in the lies for entering (to 
-iSllfansUeaving-fto be killed) a prison gang us 20® 
bloodman noun a person who is at any moment capable of physical 
violence us 2002 

blood money noun in gamb ing, money that is won after long, hard 
work us 1979 

blood nose noun lunch Australia, 


id-haired person Australia, n 


blood poker noun poker played as business with no social trappings 

blood simple adjective crazed; by victeneiSS 
blood stripe noun 1 milita pron ion that i nade possible only 
by the demotion of another unit member us, ms 
bloodwagon noun an ambulance uk 1922 
blood weapon noun 1 ea 1 1 ured from in enemy soldier, 

especially a soldier ki led by the man taking the weapon us mo 
blood wings noun the III 1 et rachu insignia that a 
paratrooper receives upon qualification at different levels of 
expertise us, m 


if foody Mary drink, made with vodka and tomato 


bloody adjective i used as an intensifier; damned. After the adverbial 
use. Popular belief holds 'bloody' to be blasphemous and derives 
it as:acontraction: of 'by our lady' however there are no grounds 
to supi^titiis contention. Life's blood itself must.be the signifi¬ 
cant source. In the UK the most famous probably 'Not 
bloody likely!' in the play Pygmalion by George Bernard Shaw, 
which shoctei-ttindon audiences when first performed in 1916 . 
The high frequency with wffbfisthis term was used in Australia, 
especially in colonial times, has ted to-the appellation ' the Great 
Australian Adjective'. In 1847 , a commentator noted that a 
bdltefildtiver (proverbially great swearers) used the times 

in a quarter-hour period, and thus calculated that he would have 
said 'this disgusting word' no less than 18 , 200,000 times in tf§-' 
course of 50 years (Australian National Dictionary). Though. 
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formerly ranked amongst the strongest taboo termssaispng polite 
speakers, and not permitted in print, it was evidently part of tpw 
speech for many working class people. Now stift'^nmonlyused 
in informal contexts. Taboo-wise its place has been taken by the 
synonymous fucking. Writing in 1942, one Australian 
commentator observed 'that "bloody" was no longer the main 
Australian adjective', uk, it /■,. 2 unpleasant; unpleasantly difficult uk 

bloody adverb exceedingly uk K76 
-bloody- infix damned AUSTRALIA,, ms 

bloody cunt hat noun a narrow green cap worn by English Army 
officers UK 1980 

bloody hell!; bee aitch; BH used for registering shock, surprise, 

exasperation, etc. Combines bloody ... i h iilll i 

inrpaths) ta createiap: expletive so familiar that it is often 
pronounced as one word. Occasionally abbreviated to euptebisfi; 
initials uk 1955 

Bloody Mary noun 1 a drink made of vodka and tomato juice, and, 
optionally. Tabasco or Worcestei Sauce. I rom the colour; ultimately 
a pun on the nickname of Queen Mary, 1516-1558 uk me. 2the 
bleed period of a woman's menstrual cycle us. ism 

bloody oath! used l 

bloody well adverb definitely, certainly A British slang expression 
user: in English parts of its kune' colonies; exlended from the 
adverbial sense of bloody AysitMLiA, 1904 
blooey adjective ► go blooey to go oul or business; to breakdown 
completely us >970 

blooker noun an M 1 111 I runcher - 1 1 1 11 usage It is a 

single-shot, briak-open, breech-loading, shoulder-fired weapon us 

bloomer noun 1 a mistake uk mi. 2 in the circus or carnival, a 
complete lack of business uk irn. 3 in horse racing, a horse that 
performs well early in ( tntf^Mfiif9gdcrrfng the Woftoutjbut not in 
a race later in the day us. m. 4 an empty wallet, purse or safe us, 

bloomer boy noun a paiatfQSpW us, 1948 

Bloomie’s nickname the E m i I rtment store, especially 
the original store located On Third Avenue between 59th and 60th 
Streets, New York'i^; ^ 

blooming adjective i nil i M - a ei 1 mi m for'bleeding'. 
Usage popularised in the 1880s by music hal singer Alfred 'The 
Great' Vance uk 1879 

blooming well adverb used as an intensifier UK 19® 
bloop noun in the televi n ind film industrie i device used on 
the junction of a photographic sound track to eliminate any audio 
Rue thafthere is asplice in the minis tseo 

blooper nouni 111 11 especia il.tin ind/or humorous 

one us. 1947. 2 in television, radio or film making, an 
unintentionally funny misspoken line us 1926. 3 an M 79 grenade 
launcher. Vietnam war usage. It is a single-shot, break-open, 
breech-loading, shoulder-fired weapon us, was 
blooper ball noun 1 pitch 1 I ill >, 2 a gienade used in 

an M-79 grenade launcher us, m2 
bloop tube; bloop gun noun 1 1 1 1 grenade I uncher. Vietnam 
war usage. It is a single-shot, break-open, breech-loading, shoulder- 
fired weapon us, 1971 

blooter noun a fa k that 1 ji ly an loppil performed uk 

" SC0JAD, 1988 

blooter verb 1 to incapacitate someone with a violent blow uk 
Scotland. 2003. 2 to do something to excess uk. Scotland, ms. 3to 
drink heavily UK: Scotland, 1988 

blootered adjective li 11 I I 11 1 n h bluiter (to talk 
foolishly), or acarrujkiQh of plootered (drynkfuic tan 
bloozer noun an utter sentimentalist UK ms 
blossom noun a facial; ibjemSh us. 

blot noun the anu 1 I 1 I 1 I It".ntional 'blot' (a dark 

patch) AUSTRALIA 1S4S 


blot verb ► blot the copybook in horse racing, to fall dramatically 
and completely Australia, css ► blot your copy book to make a 
3rd A 

figurative use of school imagery uk m7 
blotch noun food. .Ajnfltj-lrish, ms 

blotch verb to stain your underwear when what had seemed like 
flatulence was something mjjrerus, h® 
blotter noun 1 a tm >iece 1 k irbenf rape impregnated with 
LSD and Ingested as such us, 197;. 2 cocaine uk 2003. 3 the record of 
arrests held at a pdtfee station u$, 19m 
blotter cube noun a type Of iSSte 2003 
blotting paper noun food eaten to mollify the effects of alcohol 
jjyhen on a binge austraua, i960 

blotto adjective very drunk; in a drunken stupor. Possibly from the 
absorbent quality of blotting paper, or from a conventional mid- 
:p9 usage of 'blotted' as 'blurred' uk'Ai 
blottoed adjective drunk uk 2002 

blouse noun i a woman, especially a business woman uk 1997. 2 an 
overly effeminate male; a weak man Australia am. 3 in card 
pjaying, a singleton. Sometimes embellished to 'blouseyalt' uk 

bloused adjective i 1 ird playing have been dealt a singleton. 
Ijrbm blouse Australia, mi 

blow noun 1 cocaine us. mi. 2 heroin its, 2002. 3 a dose of a drug, 
especially a dose of cocaine to be snorted us 1953. 4 marijuana uk 
J996. 5 a cigarette; a smoke uf r # 6 a rest from work. From the 
sense as 'smoking tobacco', traditionally done on a break Austria,. 
1910. 7a breath of fresh air, a 'breather', especially in the phrase 
'get a blow' uk, mo. 8 an act of oral sex performed on a man. A 
contraction of blow job us. me. 9 a high wind; a strong storm; a 
cyclone au io i i “the 

odds being offered Australia, ms. ii a confidence swindle Involving 
the claimed ability to change the denomination on currency us, 

1 957. ► have a blow i to sniff glue nlwZealand, ms. 2 of 
mysicians, to make music uk 1984 
blow vert i to moke, especial i n ken rriji ina. Originally'to 
'smoke a pipe or cigar 1 , now dru^;u|e Only. Usgge.often specifies 
marijuana thus 'blow shit, 'blow a stick', etc us, its. 2 to register 
on a blood alcohol breath testing device us, ms. 3 to perform oral 
sex us, mo. 4 to masturbate uk ms. 5 lo orgasm; to ejaculate 
Australia, m2. 6 to open something with explosives uk m2. 7 to 
intorny, to betray someone; to tell tales. Originally a conventional 
usage but progressed in status to slang in the mid-C17uK 1575. 8to 
boast Australia, 1858. 9 lo spoil something, to destroy something us 
1899. 10 to waste in || hi hi i bungle 11 to dismiss 

■ jpmethingas of no importance; to damn somethingpSgmi- 
exclamatory; euphemistic uk ism,. 12 lo be useless, unpopular, 
distasteful. Often in the context of an exclamation such as W 
bio 13 I I lavish or 

wasteful m i 14 is lay a musical 

instrurrpifcUsed with-alrifistrumentSi not just those reqiMing 
win 16 i 

17 to lengthen the odds offered on a horse or greyhound; (of a 
horse or greyhound) lo have its odds lengthen Australia, ms. 

► blow a gasket > . Hi ier < npletely us >949 

► blow a hype ► blow a load 

to ejaculate us 1995. ► blow a nut 1 ► blow a 

shot while trying to inject .1 drug, to miss the vein or otherwise 
waste the drug us race. ► blow a tank to use an explosive charge 
to open a safe nlw Zealand, ms. ► blow a vein while injecting a 
drug, to cause ► blow and go to vent 

air before an ascent lo the surface while outside a submarine its 
1991. ► blow beets to vomit us im. ► blow chow to vomit us 
nos. ► blow chunks to vomit us ms. ► blow dinner to vomit 
us 1968. ► blow down someone's ear to whisper to someone 
uk 1938. ► blow dust ► blow grits to 

vomil us Luo. ► blow its poke (of a fish) to regurgitate its 
stomach. The word 'poke' is a very old English word for 'bag' 
Canada, 1982 ► blow lunch to vomit us Ives. ► blow pies to 
vomit us 2003. ► blow smoke 1 lo brag 1 u m„. 2 to inhale crack 
cocaine smoke uk 199s. ► blow someone's mind 1 to amaze 
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blow!; blow it!; blow you! | blow torch 


someone; to surprise sonJeone; to shock someone. A figurative 
sense, extended from the sense as a 'hallucinogenic experience' 
us 1965. 2 to rendei someone unable to comprehend us. mi. 

► blow someone's top i inable to 

2 

► blow the brains out to install a sun roof on a car us. 1997. 

► blow the cobwebs away rise 

► blow the gaff to reveal a 

secret, to inform uk. ihil. ► blow the lid off (of ,1 so r 1 I. 
a hidden state-of-affairs) to publicly reveal something, especially to 
expose it in a spectacular way us. ms. ► blow the rag to deploy 
a reserve parachute when the main parachute tills to deploy us, 

/991. ► blow the whistle to inform against an activity or crime 
and by so doing cause the subject of such complaint to cease uk 
► blow this cookie stand to leave us t ► blow this 
disco to leave us ™. ► blow this popsicle stand to leave us, 
mi. ► blow this taco stand to leave us, rags. ► blow this trap 

to leave us ims. ► blow tubes 1.1 ana filtered 

through glass tubes its 1991 ► blow your bags to boast. Possibly 
from 'bagpipes', in a simi ar way to the conventional 'blow yout 
own trumpet' Australia, mi. ► blow your beans to ejaculate 
Australia, rase ► blow your bowel bugle to fart uk, 197s. ► blow 
your cap to to me uncontrollabl 1 anger r excitement. 
Beatniks' variation on blow your top uk raw. ► blow your 

cookies to ejac ► blow your cool . 

angry, excited, nervous, etc. Since the mid-1950s it. has been 
uncool in youth and countercu lore to demonstrate too much 
emotion us. rare. ► blow your dust to ejaculate uk. ms. ► blow 
your jets to become angry us mo. ► blow your lid to lose your 
control emotional 1 I ne angr a ► blow your lump 

to completely lose 'it .. . ire 1 ►blow 

your mind 1 > experience a 

pyschotic break as a resu 1 of drug use us ram 2 to lose your mind, 
to go crazy, to render unable f mprehen ►blow 

your roof ► blow your stack to 

lose your temper us. 1947. ► blow your top 1 to explode with 
anger uk mm 2 to lose your mind, to go crazy us mi. 3 to lose 
emotional control us ism 4 to engage in inconsequential 
conversation us. sms ► blow your wheels to act without 

restraint US 1955. ► blow your wig. Ik oral control; to 

become angry us, raw. ► blow z's . | im war usage us 


blow!; blow it!; blow you! used as a rton-profane oath uk 1323 
blow away verb 1 to kill someone, usually with a gun us rara. 2 to 
impress or astonish someone; hence, to be impressed or 
astonished us razs 

blowback noun it lethi i < m< ng marijr tna that requires two 
people: one takes the lit end of a joint into the mouth and blows, 
thus forcing the smoke into the lungs of the inhaler atttj&'tisual 
end;, hence, any improvised method offordng marijuana smoke 
for another to inHesart act of inhaling exhaled marijuana smoke 
by simply placing your lips close to the exhaler's uk 1996 
blow back verb in gambling, to lose all or most of your winnings us, 


blow bath noun during the war in Vietnam, a bath, massage and sex 


blow blue verb to ifijifie powdered cocaine uk ms 
blowboy noun a male homosexual us. 1935 
blowby noun In a car or truck, exhaust gases and carbon particles 
that enter the crankcase instead of being dive 1 ted into the exhaust 
system, So named because the particles and gases 'blow by' the 
piston rings '9® 

blow dart noun a hypodermic needle used to inject drugs us. razi 
blow down verb to;Sb®t' : ajnd kill someone us. isn 
blower nouni il 1 mi er from the peaking tube' 
which was blown through to alert the,'receiver; has also been 
applied la the telegraph system when usedfor the transmission, pf 
racing results. During World War 2 , and far some time after, 
applied to a public address system uk rara. 2 someone who 
succeeds at foiling most of what they attempt. A noun formation 
from blow as a veri: (to lie use ess) us rara. 3 a respirator us, rara. 


4 in a jazz band, a soloist us. mo s a handkerchief us. i960. 6 a 
marijuana smoker us. sms 7 a party us, 2001. s a pistol us, 1976. 9 in 
pt rodding and drag facing, a supercharger us, 'ras 
blowhard noun a boaster, a braggart us„m £ 
blowhole noun 1 the mouth us 19.5a. 2 the anus US 1947 
blowie nouni an act of oral sex on a man. An abbreviated blow job 

AUSTRALIA, 1999. 2 a blowfly AUSTRALIA, 1916 

blow-in noun i tl le arrival in prison of new [ isoner us rras. 2 a 
new arrival; a person who has dropped \n Australia, 1937 

blowing smoke noun marijuana UK ms 

blow it! [> see: BLOW! 

blow job noun 1 an act of oral - performed n a man, or, 
occasionally, a woman us ms. 2 a favourable film review us 1997. 

3 a safe robbery in which explosives are used to gain access to the 
safe us, 1973. 4 a jet aircraft Royal Aii race use A jocular appli¬ 
cation of the sexual sense (pfolsex) btrt rateo in comparison to a 
piston-driven engine UK raw 

blowman noun a member of a youth gang designated as a shooter 

t&w s 

blow me down! med is an e - 1 urprise uk 1928 

blow monkey noun per n ith a 1 1 1 te e t in performing 
oral sex andfor using cocaine us, 1997 
blown adjective i drunk or drug-intoxicated us ram 2 of a blood vein, 
collapsed us, is 3 in hot rodding and drag racing, using a 
supercharger; of any car, but especially a racing car, supercharged 

|§ 1948 

blown away adjective drunk or drug-intoxicated us mi 
blown in adjective of a car, pa ial r< prayed I ed by the motor 

trade uk 19m 

blown out adjective i unfavourable 

for surfing us m3. 2 among London taxi drivers, having failed to 
get a final fare-paying passenger uk 1939. 3 drug-intoxicated us m2 

blow-off noun 1 final perform- 

2 

the crowd leaving a performance us raw. 3 oral sex performed on 
a man us, 1972. 4 the moment in a confidence swindle when the 
victim is left to discover histe| us is® 
blow off verb 1 to fart uk. 1984. 2 (of a male) to orgasm, ejaculate 
Australia, 1971 . 3 to scold someone Australia, 1947. 4 to Ignore, to 
dismiss someone us ms. s to (ail to attend ray /■«,. 6 in hot 
rodding, to win a race®, uses 

blow-off number noun a wr ng tele; hone nur iber deliberately 
given to an unwanted suitor. From blow off (to dismiss). Coined 
for US television comedy Seift&d, 1993-98 us, issf 
blow out noun i a heavy meal uk list. 2 a party or meal unlimited 
by normal rules of conduct ray 1 sis. 3 in horse racing, a short but 
Intense workout several days before a race ray im. 4 crack cocaine 
UK ms. S an utter failure ray rara. ► give someone the blowout 
to rid yourself of •spp'iepps.us 1979 
blow out veil) 1 1 1 ice ca fail. M , Iitan Police slang. 

' figurative use of 'blow out’ (a pneumatic tyre pjjftcfuring 
suddenly) ok razo. 2 to reject an agreement or responsibility More 
often elaborated as blow out of the water uk re 84. 3 to 
manufacture drugs uk 2001. 4 to lengthen the odds offered on a 
horse or greyhound; to have its odds lengthen Australia, ran. 

► blow out of the water 1 -1-1 methin absolutely, 

especially when appljedfcan agreement or responsibility uk 2m 
blows noun herpihUK 

blowsing noun 1 alvents uk, 1982 

blow that for a joke! used for a complete rejection newzbaland. 


blow through verb 1 to lease Australia. 1950. 2 to give information 
over the, wfephone To use the blower (a telephone) uk, 1 sm 
blow torch noun 1 in military aviation, a jet fighter us, mso. 2 in jggg 
racing, a car powered by a jgfyffigihe us ms 







Blowtorch Bob; Blowtorch | bluebottle 
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Blowtorch Bob; Blowtorch nickname Robert Komer, a 

Lieutenant Colone in the US Army and a CIA operative in 
Vietnam from 1967 to 70. It is said that the nickname was coined 
by US Ambassador to Vietrmft.:Henry Cabot Lodge, who likened 
arguing with Kofhfirtb having a blowtorch aimed at the seat-Of 
your trousers uS, mi 

blow-up noun i an emoti i ill n ense quarrel that soon blows over. 
From the explosive quality of such conflicts uk m. 2 a corpse that 
Hi® exploded from; a biaStd^uip of internal gas us, mi 
blow up verb 1 l' I e irtemper 2111 in endurance sport, 

especially cycling, to reach ,1. point of utter exhaustion us 2001. 3 to 
quit a job without notice ( is. 1946. 410 inform against someone. A 
variation of blow the whistle ok /-«-. 5 (used of a telephone, 
especially a mobile phone) 1.0 ring us 2002. 6 its receive repeated 
electronic pages us 2001. 7 (used ol a racehorse) 10 breath hard 
after a race us, m7 
blow you! r>see: blow! 

blow-your-mind roulette noun In 1 1 in which a variety of 
pills are mixed together ; ru individuals take a random selection of 
pil^'f^mthe mix us im 

BLTnouni 2a police 

officer /ooWngfor trouble From bacon (a police officer). Punning 
on the-common usage as a 'bacon, lettuce and tomato sandwich' 
CANADA. 2002 

blubber noun 1 a fat person us 1997. 2 Ihe act. of using the thumb 
and ftjreftnger tb pinch another's cheeck us aw 
blubberbag noun port tank Canada, 

blubberbutt noun an obese person us, 
blubbers noun the female breasts us, 1949 
bludge nouni in e 1 1 requirin little I tralia /943.2a 
respite from work or duty /u istralia a 57. 3 an instance of taking it 
easy on a job Australia, 1957. 4 an act of borrowing or sponging new 

SaLAND. 1974 

bludge verb 1 mation from 

bludger, Usually with 'on', though since the 1960s also with 'j# 
Australia, is99. 2 lo borrow something; to cadge something new 
Zealand, 1941. 3 lo relax, especially wtten 11 lere is work to be done 

AUSTRALIA, 1942 

bludger noun 1 a 1 11 1 1 111 1 11 - he earnings of a 

prostitute. This is the earliest sense of this word and derives from 
the-oteolete British and early Australian slang 'bludgeoner' (a 
pjmpv#i$uses a bludgeon to rob people visitihg.ih’B prostitute). 
They were also called 'stick slfngers". By 1900 the sense 'pimp’yi&s 
well established. The strongly negative sense of sponging off 
spiers derives from the fundamental nature of the pimpAujwjai 
1898. 2 a lazy person who does not do their fail share of work; a 
person who lives o'l another's hospitality Australia, 1900. 3 a 
despicable person Australia, 1906. 4a stingy person who borrows 
rather than buys Australia, 1972. s any person Often in the phrase 
'poor bludger' (a sorry individual) 9 istralia 1959. 6 used jocularly or 
affectionately as a term of address to friends AUSTRALIA. 19m. 

7 something which causes aggravation Australia, 1992 
bludging noun used as the verbal noun of bludge Australia, rasa 
bludgingad/ectiVe f m 

blue noun 1 methylated spirits as an alcoholic drink. From the colour 
ofthe fluid uk 1966 2 an amphetamine tablet I rom the colour of 
the lablet uk 1 192. 3 .. barbiturate capsule us, utu. a a capsule of 
Drinamyl™, ,arambinatrani of dexamphetamine sulphate and 
amylobarbitone. A favourite drug of abuse for mid-1960s Mods CM. 
mss. 5 crack cocaine uk 20a . 6 cocaine us, 1945 . 7 Foster's beer 
Australia, 1988. 8 an argument, dispute Australia mi. 9afight, a 
brawl austral 10 11 a police 

officer uk, 1844. 12a trusted prisoner with special privileges and 
13 mate or 

possessive form of address; a young male homosexual. Gay slang, 
current in UK prisons February 7.007; possibly from the nursery 
rhyme 'Little Boy Blue come.bjovv on your horn', punning op 
horn (an erection) < ¥.. ruv. 14 a h ack man A shortened blue boy 
us, 1964. 15 a wi ►on the blue (used 


•#a bet) on credit Australia, 1939. ► out ofthe blue 

► under the 

blue said of a rigged c, rniva game being operated with police 
protection us. ms 

blue verb 1 to squander money A possible variant of blow uk me. 

2 of a bookmaker, to ose on a race uk 1937. 3 lo fight Australia, 1962. 
4 to arrest someone Al usion to die boys in blue (ihe police) uk 
1997. 5 in horse racing, to commit an error of judgment Australia, 

blue adjective 1 depressed, sad uk. mi. 2 sexually explicit, porno¬ 
graphic UK 1864. ► all blue in poker, a flush consisting of clubs or 
spades ps mz 

blue acid noun LSD. Named because of its colour when dripped 
anto sugar or blotting paper, or from the colour of a hallucination 

US, 1969 

blue almonds noun 11 a n 1 I In il of Viagra™, an 

erection-inducing drug taken recreationally for performance 
enhancement, and MDMA, the .recreational drug best known as 
ecstasy. Apparently in popular use amongst lesbians in Sydney 

AUSTRALIA, 2003 

blue and clear noun an amphetamine tablet us, 1993 

blue and white noun a police car, A; VapsBiSiSfi black and white us, 

blue angel noun a tablet of Amytal™, a central nervous system 
depressant us, mz 

blue-arsed fly noun ' mi , 1 , implei nething in a state of 

agitation pf Tfgtizied activity Australia, isss' 
blue baby noun a capsule of the synthetic opiate oxycodone used 
reereafionally us. 2003 

blue bag noun 1 a police uniform us, 1973 2 heroin uk mz 
blue balls noun 1 a pain in the esticle u ed by long periods of 
sexual arousal without release. Also South African variant 'blou 
bales' us. ns, 2 any sexually transmitted infection us 1912 
blue band noun a capsule of Carbitral™, a central nervous system 
depressant On 27 th August 1967 , Brian Epstein, manager ofthe 
Beatles, was found dead from an overdose of Carbitral us. an 
blue bark noun , home for a 

family member's funeral Canada, 1995 
blue barrel noun LSD us 1971 

blueberry noun 1 in 1 hi 1 1 ith blue loured buds and a'fruity' 
flavour; especially a locally grown variety in British Columbia 
Canada, 2002. 2 a resident of the Lac-St-Jean area, Quebec. The most 
famous and widespread use of this Word (which comes from tftf;, 
large blueberry crop grown in the area) was the nickname of 
Flowie Morenz, Canadiens hockey play®, todWri'|sfbe f “8ionic 
Blueberry' CANADA, 2001 

blueberry grunt noun in II 1 1a, a de iish blueberry pie 

CANADA 1995 

bluebird noun 

Amytal™), a central nervous system depresssant us. 1953 
bluebirds noun waves on ihe horizon, seen from near the shore us. 


blue bla2es noun hell' Australia, 1932 

blue bloater noun 1 11 pital pa ent suffering from chronic 
bronchitis. The blue colouring is from .lack of oxygen; the bloating 
is from the lungs is, they retain water us its. 2 an overweight 
-pstfent suffering fid%) emphysema u$, iiffi' 
blue bomber noun ulantUK 19m 

blue book noun 1 in horse racing, a sheet showing the contenders 
in a day's races, the odists on the horses and the handicapplhg^p 
2 

booklets bound tQ light blue paper used in chany USsdhP^and: 
universities w wsi 

bluebottle noun 1 1 io e fficer - ngular curence in 
Shakespeare's Humy IV Part 1, 1597, then unrecorded until 1846 
uk 1846. 2 a Ministry of Defence uniformed warden uk 19 69. 3a 
Portugese man-of-war us wi 







blue box | blue-nosed 


blue box nouni ill m“ ii ieele r< li i ne generator used for 
manipulating and defrauding telephone networks. Generic, poss¬ 
ibly after the colour of the first model us 1974. 2 a police van used 
for transporting; was 

blue boy nouni rn n ihetamin iblet >52 2 a black man us. 

19 67. sa police officer. I rom the traditional blue uniform uk isss 

blue bullet noun ipsul 1 ... 1 1 < iium (trade name 

Amytal™), a central neryous-system depressant us, is& 
blue can noun a can of Foster's beer Australia, 2003 
blue cap noun u 

cap worn as a part of the uaSbtffi UK 1979 
blue chair noun LSD Possibly a variation of blue cheer (LSD) us, 1975 
blue cheer noun 1 ie of LSD (n n ill nixe< ith I let le Irine ’ 
supplied in blue pills or'capsules. FrornsBiue Cheer™, a branded 
detergent us irn 

blue cheese noun hashish us, 1992 

blue-chip adjective i i i L i ]u Ii -Du that spread from 
poker (the blue chip is the highest va ue) to stocks to general 
usage us, »* 

blue-chipper noun m ellen tudent athlete with potential for 
playing professionally t/s, im 

blue-clue caper noun 1 heme I ne police officer to cause harm 
to another police officer us. m3 
bluecoat noun a police officer us «76 

blue collar adjective belonging to or characteristic of the working 

blue de Hue noun marijuana from Vietnam Misspe 1 and 
mispronounced, 'blue' sounds like the past tense of blow 
(marijuirajyand the Vietnamese city ef 'Hue' does nft rhyjtftf with 
'blue', except in this inkahcgos m2 
blue devil noun 1 ipsul famobart il Ii m 1 (trade name 
Amytal™), a central nervous System depressant us mr 
blue doll noun a capsule of amobarbital sodium (trade name 
Amytal™) a central nervous ^2em depressant us rw 
blue duck noun 1 1 failure 1 II j l 2 lain or fog new 
ZBALAND ! 

blue duppy noun 1 I in e, especial ne produced by a cricket ball 
BARBADOS, 1965 

blue-eyed boy noun a person who is unreasonably favoured. 
Jberogatoryp; r 924 

blue-eyed devil noun a white persftnLfs, 

blue-eyed Indian noun In trucking, a truck owned by the Navajo 


bluegrass verb 1 i 1 ..- ne 1 > he Le 1 igt in (Kentucky) 

Federal Narcetics'Mjipitat Kentucky'S'rtidtaarfte is 'the-Bluegrass 
State' usr, issg; 

blue hair noun sr woman us, mi 

blue happiness noun liquid p^jhlneus; >9ss 
blue haze noun Hi- ense f euphoria and di nice produced by a 
large dose of alprazolam (trade name Xanax™), a benzodiazepine 
used for sRort term relief of symptoms of anxiety us 1993 
blue heaven noun 1 : us 1954. 2 LSD. 

Named because of the colour of the drug when dripped onto 
supi dr blotting paper, or possibly from the cdfetir .ofa 
•fsillgcination us. 1977 
blue hero noun heroin uk, 2003 

blue ice noun frozen toilet 1 - 1 n 11 mill 'Inch melts off 
and falls pis, 1982 

blue in the armor noun 1 m 1 it In Ribbon beer us, m7 
bluejack verb tc er 11 1 lymou 1 ly me ige to a mobile 
phone enabled with 'Bluetooth' radio technology uk, 20m 
blue jay noun a capsule of sodium amytal, a compound used as a 
sedative and hypnotic us, 1953 

blue job noun an member < in fficia ervice that wears a blue 
uniform;Ipolice, Navy, Royal Air Force, etc) uk 1943 
blue John noun strong, homemade whisky us m6 
blue juice noun a powerful wave us 1 991 
blue lady noun methylated piri 1 scuand wss 
blue lamp disco noun 
blue light noun a marked police caf.yij 1975 
blue line noun a river. I rom the designation of a river on a map us, 


blue line sweep noun 1 nil 1 j in in 1 river or stream. In 
Vietnam military jargon, ,1 'blue feature was ,1 body of water and a 
‘blue line’ was a stream or river as depicted do a map us, mi 
Blue Max nickname i the ngri i" i Medal o Honor us, ms. 2 a 
gtanship of the First Air Cavalry. Division, one ofigjpiy two aerial 
rocket artillery battalions in the US Army’s history, Vietnam war 
usage (Jpayj 

blue meanie noun >elarit ancens or , lus cyanescens: a 
mushroom with potent psychactive properties nbwZealand, mj 
blue meanies noun uthorlties; a 

Affction of society with an anti-freedom point of view. From so- 
named predatory Characters in the 1968 Beatles' cartoon turn The 
Yellow Submarines^ > 969 
blue microdot noun a type of tSOiac i9x 


blue eyes noun From conventional 

blue fever noun any sexually transmitted infection. Navy 'lower 
decks' usag euK txi 
blue fit noun a state of hoci wz 
blue flags noun LSEfeS&afP 
blue-flame verb to ignite a fart Australia, 1992 


bluemistnoun irofthedrug 

When dripped onto sugar or blotting paper, or possibly from the 
colour tf a %jtagirtation u$ a 74 
blue molly noun an amphetamine capsule uk. 2003 
blue moons noun 1 pe > L D II itifi II blue moon pictures 
on ibtettmg paper tab(s) (tablets) of acid, a boastful comparison to 
the rare quality of a 'blue moon' uk 2003. 2 marijuana with a blue- 
coloured leaf uk 2002 


blue flamer noun a rm 

blue flu noun an nil il page ir ii h all the affected 
workers Cali in sid|ifr.|#ifte day us, 1967 
blue flue boat noun hip 1,1 Blue Fur ie! Line (‘Blue Flue 
Line'). Recorded as a 'Blue-Funneller' in 1929 and not recorded in 
tSisfdrm until 1984; the shipping Hiheceased to exist in 1986 uk 


blue foot noun i a prostitute. David Powis suggests that this Is poss¬ 
ibly of West Jftfiln origin. In 1940s Jamaica 'a bluefoOtman' if,#, 
'outsider' uk rezz. 2 a white prisoner. Used by black prisoners uk 


blue funk noun 

bluegill noun the penis its 1990 


blue movie noun 1 ually themed or porn raphic film us. 1957 
blue murder noun 1- 1- 1 1 ilarm eat noise. Generally 

in combination, e.g, "cry blue mtfreter’, 'howl', 'scream', 'yell', etc 

blue mystic noun 1 ml j hedeli Ini m pill or powder 
form UKjZPt 

blue nitro noun the recreat nal d ig GHB us ms 
bluenose noun a Nova Scotian I his persistent nickname for 
residents of the province has several suggested origins, starting of 
course with the colour the nose turns in cold weather on a fishing, 
boat, as well as the fame of a privateer from the province which 
had a hluercannon in the prow Canada, ms 
blue-nosed adjective I, repressed us 1890 
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blue-on-blue noun i in battle, fire unintentionally directed at 
friendly forces us, mi. 2 clear blue sky and a calm blue sea us, me 
blue one noun in carnival usage, poor location or slow business for a 
OGncesion stand us, mi 

blue pages noun in television and film making, additions to a script 
after production has started us 1990 
blue-pencil verb to censor something 110m the traditional colour of 
an editor’s pencil us, im 
blue pill noun a very powerful handgun as ss? 
blueprint vern 1 1 i_ 1 n u_ 1 nr m 1 0 1 1 mi 1 h 11 
tolerance for racing us 20m 

blue room noun 1 1 toilet Usual ipplied t< 1 " u table toilet on a 
construction site as. 19 65 . 2 a cell used for solitary confinement us, 

19 76 . 3 any room dr a police station or jail where rough 
interrogations take place Of wm 

blues noun 1 a dee[ in fsadn ti n or depression. 

Shortened from the 'blue devils' uk 2 methylated spirits as an 
alcoholic drink. From its colour uk, 19 66. 3 an illegal drinking house, 
especially one where music is also provided uk 1977. a in the army, 
a dress uniform; 111 the navy, a walking out uniform uk 194s. s a 
formal blue dress uniform of the US Marines us, 1991. 6jeans worn 
by convicts uk 199 6. 7 unreserved bleacher seats in a circus us ra®. 

8 money I rom blue gambling chips us reas 
blue sage; blue saze noun a variety of marijuana with a blue tint. It 
is likely that 'saze is a misspelling or n ispronunciation. Also 
known as blue moons us, m3 

blues and twos noun police em ger r< rnse vehicles. UK 
pdfeecars have blue flashing lights and two-tone sirens, thus 
when a police vehicle is attending an emergency with all its 
alarms blazing and wailing it is said to be using ‘blues and twos', 
and fence the derivation oplft.trtfih uk mi 
blue shirt noun hi icti 11 igl 1 1 distingui red from an officer 

Mmt 

blue sky noun 1 spearance with 

difficulties ignored us. 1 ns 2 heroin us. 1997 
blue sky blonde noun highly potent narijuar i from Columbia us. 


blues man noun a meth 1 I 1 11 irinker uk 1966 
bluesnarf verb 1 rl 1 nal informatior 11 n 1 mobile phone 
enabled with Bluetooth™ radio technology. A cnfB|Cyii| of the: 
6/uetooth brand and snarf (to take, to grab) uk. 2004 
Blue Spader nickname 1 Idie ll I t 1 ill n 26 th Infantry, 
2 nd Brigade, 1 st Infantry Division. From the blue spade on the 
insiginia. Served in World War 2 K S#fin, Vietnam from 1965 until 
19701 Bosnia, Macedonia and Kosovo us, mi 
blue spot noun a spotlight with a blue filter, sometimes required by 
law-during striptease shows us, im 
blue star noun a type of LSD identified by a printed blue star uk, ms 
blue steeler noun a particularly erect erection us, 1997 
blue streak noun 1 1 nphati ind ig rou degree Used to modify 
'ta)k’ or vacations orq lalki ng.14 isx 
bluesuit noun a uniformed police officer us, 1970 
bluesuiter noun a member of the US Air Force us, m3 
blue swimmer noun ,1 ten col at note. I rom the resemblance of the 
colour of the note to the 'blue swimmer' crab Australia, 2003 
blue ticket nouni a one-way train or bus ticket given by the police 
to-crtminals whose presence in town is no longer deemed 
acceptable us 1 2 a discharge from the US armed services as 

'unsuitab e for military service' us, 1991. 3 a one-way ticket out of 
Alaska is im 

blue tipnoun a capsule ol amobarbita sodium (trade name 
Amytal™), a central nervous system depressant us; 1977 
blue tongue noun r the blue-tongued lizard 

MU&mmA, 1943, 

blue veinernoun a rigid erection us, 197s 


blue velvet noun eclally codeine- 

based syrups, used as a weak heroin substitute us, 1994 
blue vex adjective extremely angry Barbados, m> 

blue vials noun LSD tc 1998 

blue-water man noun a sailor experienced In ocean sailing us 1975 
blue water Navy noun during lire war in Vietnam, a ship that was 
part of the US Navy presence off the coast 01 Vietnam us, 194s 
bluey noun 1 a c ij il Drinam mbination of amphet¬ 

amine and barbiturate uk m3. 2 a methylated spirit drinker. From 
the colour of the spirit UK i *;. 3 a live pound note (£ 5 ). From the 
colour uk m2. 4 an airmail letter. Gulf war usage uk mi. sa blue 
-hlaftfet aSased by itinerants for carrying possessions; a swag 
Australia, 1878. 6 a summons In late C 19 ca led 'a piece of blue 
paper* Australia, 1909. 7 a portable gas stove used by Royal Marines 
in Northern Ireland uk 1 ms 8,1 pornographic film Australia, 1985 
Bluey noun used as a nickname for a red-haired person. Ironic in 
Origin AUSTRALIA, 1906 

blueys noun denim trousers, jeans Australia, 1917 

bluff noun a lesbian who enjoys both the active and passive role In 

blunderturd noun a Triumph 'Thunderbird' motorcycle uk 1984 
blunjie; blunjy adjective 11 juasl iven ime currency in 
the 1950 s by surreal radio comedy The Goons uk 1984 
blunk ad/ect/Ve In a fate ol mi in i I i i he result of drink 
and drugs. An elision of any word for 'intoxicated' that begins 'bl' 
and 'drunk' uk 1984 

blunt nouni marijuana rolled and smoked in a hollowed out cigar. 
Generic usage but originally made with a Phillies Blunt™ us, ms. 

2 a mixture of marijuana and cocaine uk run 3 a capsule of 
Seconal™ or other barbiturate in a black capsule us. nso. 4 cocaine 
uk 2003. s a hypodermic syringe ( is, 1 «1. 6 a knife us. 1971. 7 a coin. 
jSrcus and carnival usage uk rzos 
blunted adjective marijuana-intoxicated us. 1993 
blunted up adjective I ll I I il I Fed UK an) 
blunt end noun the stern of a ship. Used by landlubbers', often 
jocular UK mi 

bluntienoun m 1 11 ina r Gl 1 I nol In i hollowed out cigar 

US. 1997 

blunt nib; blunt noun a rejxrrier Pmss photographers' slang uk 2004 
blur noun someone who is lost in his own world. Intensified at times 
as 'blur like fuck' Singapore, 2002 

blurt noun the vagin In 1 11 nal Engl 1 blurt (to puff with 

Storn) involves compressing and opening tips. The imagery, 
perhaps, explains the etymology uk 2001 
blurter noun th,aahus-NW2&irt|«6, ms- 

blute noun newspapers cut and folded to look like currency us, m2 
bl Uttered adjective mil I ill I Illilm BLOOTERED UK 2002 
bly noun e UK 1996 

BM noun a BA//W car I urther abbreviated from beemer rather than 
directly from the BMW brand name, the car is a status-symbol, 
and seeking to sound evermore casual abort its name is simple 
snobbery uK.im 

BMO noun used i ii in I ir a linst Iraq to describe 
Saudi Women Inrtiatem of 'black moving objects' us, mi 

BMOC noun a popular and .-I - ig n in n 

campus' us, 1934 

BMQ noun a homosexual male who hides his sexuality. A 'black 
market queen', uk, 2002 

BMT noun habitual latene Initialism 1 hi in's (or men's) 
ame', basedronna stereotypical characteristic uk 2000 
BMW noun from a British Indian (Hindu) perspective, a person who 
’ 'Jr categorised as black, Muslim' or white uk are 
BNF noun a science fiction fan well known by other fans. A 'big- 
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bo | bobbysoxer 


bo noun i a man, a companion; often used as a (orm of address. 
From the nickname Beau, or abbreviated: from 'boy'. Originally 
English but now US. UK cryptic crosswords often rely on the clue 
'an American' to signal die etters 'bo' uk 1729. 2 a hobo. A reality 
and term that only barely lingered interne 1950 s us im. 

3 marijuana us. 1975 

BO noun body odour. An initialism coined for soap advertisements; 

made even more infamous by the cojntC villain BQ Plenty 
' Dick' Tracy us. 1931 

bO adjective jy US 1963 

BO! go away! A euphemistic abbreviation of bugger off uk 19134 
bo!; boh! 11 «1 is an 1 1 1 1 pr I - in the phrase'Bo 

Yakasha!' used by cult comic figure All G (Sacha Baron-Cohen) uk 


board noun 1 a surfboard us. /%.<. 2 in a game of poker in which 
some cards are dealt face-up, all face-up cards collectively us, 1992. 

► off the board 1 1 I n 1 nil I reater than 99-1 

us ► on board 1 

► take off the board in por bet ng to fail to establish a 
p0idts|Mad 00 a game or eventp5 ; # 7 5 

board verb ► board with Aunt Polly to draw disability Insurance. 
A logging terfrjitig 

board cord noun surfer and at the 

other fajM surfboard us im 

boarded up adjective 1 1 1 mi 11 ii; ed aunour, such 

as magazines inserted under c othing, to protect yourself from 
attack by other prisoners uk w 6 
boardie noun a surfer new Zealand. 1999 
boardies noun baggy surfing j?» 

boarding house noun aJSifas 1942 

boarding house reach noun an effort by a diner to reach for a 
serving plate rather than ask for il to be passed us. 1906 
board jock; board sock noun protective 11 I ml cover us. 1977 
board knees noun lumps on a surfer's knees from prolonged hours 
kneeling on a; surfboard Australia, iso 
Board of Trade duff noun t Navy use uk, 

boards noun 1 11 le ta live theatre. Aiwa 1 r the definite article 
uk t768. 2 skis. Probably fn m the 1 1 tat earl h imemade skis 
were sometimes shaped from planks Canada, run. ► on the 
boards in solitary conf nement us, 1976 
board shorts noun ilm 1 lee-le igth hi 1 1 urei 

surfboarders Australia, rae 

boardwalk oyster noun a used condom. From the appearance and 
location of discovery ax, fa®. 

boar's nest noun mil frilling u >or planned, makeshift 
arrangement Of equipment us 1954 
boast verb 1 to brag as a part of a rap performance us 2000. 2 to 
smoke ma/jjuaija us, 1997 
boasty adjective arrQgarht Bahamas, m2 

boat noun 1 2 a prison transfer; a 

group of prisoners being transferred; the bus .used to transfer them 
us, 1956. 3 a non-prostitute who flaunts her sexual availability to 
hotel customers uk 2005. 4 phencyclidine, the recreational drug 
known as :, CP oi. angel dust. A shortened form of love boat us 
5 I eroin ( is. 19.■ 6 a combination of marijuana and 
phencyclidine, the recreational drug known as PCP or angel dust 
uk 2003. 7 in poker, a hand consisting of three of a kind and a pair. 

► off the boat 

said of immigrants, especially black people uk 2001 
boat anchor noun romputer 

equipment ijy-ectemion, a useless personas, 1991 
boat and oar noun a wtgp; Rhyming slang uk 
boat girl noun 1 1 hi 1 plyin her rade n the docks new 
.Zealand, 1978 

boatie noun the operator of mall motorboat ewZealand, 1972 


boat in a moat noun a casino that must, as a result of gambling 
laws, float vs. 2003 

boatload noun a large amount uk 1999 

boat people noun people who arrive at casinos on bus excursion 
'dpps US, 1994 

boat race noun 1 a fixed hoi 1 r other competition 

2 the face. Rhyming slang, probably in use from the late 1940s. 
Often shortened to begirt tt( nss 

boats noun hor 1 ft | 11 111- ' lesus m6 

boat tail noun an Alfa Rome Ii n 1 il A The rear end 
games to a point, ftW^riltke a boat us 1992 
bobnounia hillin n 11 ifi im m 1 f money. Obsolete 
sirjcfedecrmalisation in 1971, except in phrases like queer as a nine 
bob note and abstract representations of money such as 'a few 
bob' (an undefined sum 0' money) uk 178 9. 2 a dollar icy mo. 

3 marijuana. Very like v derived from Bob Marley, a highly visible 
marijuana lover. A long list of derivatives .play With the term - 'see 
bob', 'talk with bob', 'Ews on therptons' - and serve as a code 
for discussing marijuana and its use us. 1997. 4 a marijuana ciga- 
fftter Other possible derivations include bob hope and bobo bush 
us. mo 5 crack cocaine An abbreviation o' bobou/c, 1998. 6 in hot 
rodding and drag racing, to cut or shorten a lender us 1966. 7 a 

1962 

bob verb to perform oral sex on a man us. 1995. ► bob for apples 
to .remove impacted faeces ism 

bob adjective pleasant Survives in the phrase 'all is bob' and the 
"tenant 'on. bob’ uk nSf ■ 

Bob adjective used I 'Mi i the war against Iraq as an 
adjective for all things Saudi us im 
Bob and Dick noun 1 1 reni Rl ming slang for prick (the penis) 


Bob and Dick; Bob, Harry and Dick adjective sick Rhyming slang; 
from the people h roughl 1 tom and dick; tom, harry and 

bobber noun a per 1 ho ha lied t ir ning or has fallen into 
-Sfe water us, wsz 

bobbers noun 1 2 ork hung as 

a fringe around a hat's Wm ft keep flies away Australia, 1942 
bobbins noun$$$0%faMmos 

bobble verb (11 ei .1 1 tcehorse) tumble r break stride in a 
manner us. 9* 

bobble bumper noun in pinto , ,1 bumper that scores and kicks the 
ball on contact os, 1977 

bobble twanger noun a lesbian. In Royal Air Force use uk 2002 
Bobbsey Twins noun 1 used as a representation of either innocence! 
or a strong resemblance I rom .1 popular series of 72 children's 
books created by Edward Stratemeyer in 1904 and written under 
the; lime of Lauijy^e Elope by writers under contract to 
Stratemeyer us, 1 *9. 2 iwo girls who regularly double-date us, ms 
bobby noun 1 1 ; ice fflcer. A mi In ibbr iation of the name 
Robert honouring Mr, later Sir, Robert Peel, who is credited with 
the founding of the Metropo it; n tolice 111 1 829 uk im. 2 during 
the-ifeean war, the Soviet BA -64 light armored paf used by North 
%%,'ipsf 

bobby verb to serve as a police officer UK 1967 

bobby dangler noun thgfSjSFiis, A play on bobby-dazzler Canada, 1971 
bobby-dazzler noun 1 1 ilium 1 mi- n onderful, exciting, 
magnificent uk is66 

Bobby Moore; bobby noun 1 a door. Rhyming slang, based on the 
name of the footballer who was England s 1966 World Cup 
winning captain uk mi. 2 the state of affairs, the current situation. 
Rhyming slang fof the score (the current situation! ox 1996 
bobbysoxer noun teenage gi t If cl (ankle-high white 
socks, first recorded in 927 ) as a generational trademark for 
American teenagers arrived on the national scene in June 1937 , 
with a<tov§r photograph in Life magazine After 'the socks' came 
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“fie soxer'. The 'bobby' is meet likely constructed on 'to bob' (to 
awE or shorten) us. 1944 

bobette noun >1 ice Officer. A 

feminised variation of bobby (a policeman;) uk 1999 
bobfoc noun ce. Acronym 

formed from Body Off Saywatch, Face off Crimewatch, two 
television'programmes - one.fiction i .fisoei-ftEtQal - which rep¬ 
resent (apparently) the extremes of human appearance uk 2002 
Bob Hope noun marijuana. Abbreviates to bob. British-born 
American entertainei Bob Hope (1903-2003) is not associated 
With drugs except as a rhyme for dope uk 1992 

bob job noun a reduct.. iz ichic ed t cutting us, 1954 

Bob Marley noun un Rhyming lang ci iarlie (cocaine); after 
reggae musician Bob Marley (1945-1981), a Rastafarian uk . 2001 
bobo noun i a person who enjoys the trappings of success but 
nevertheless espouses fleuhtercuijJial values. From 'todip&ls 
bohemian’, but surely too close to a down s name to be a coinci¬ 
dence us 2000. 2afool iamak ' 194 3thevagint Bahamas, m2. 4 the 
buttocks us 1974. 5 crack cocaine Possibly playing on bebeus 199s. 

6 prison-issued canvas shoes us. 2002 
bobo bush noun marijuanays, 1936 

Bobo Johnny noun 1 mi ulli 1 n T 1 ms and nevis. 

Bob Squash noun 

washed Rhyming s ang foi 'wash’; originally, during World War 1, 
'to wash'; thereafter used by pickpockets as 'on the bob' (stealing 
from the jackets of people washing their hands) .uk mi 
bobsy-die noun a commotion or fuss A variation on ihe British 
dialect bob-a-dying new Zealand, 1935 
Bob’s your uncle ir nentators offer 

the relationship between Prime Minister Robert Gascoyne-Cecil, 

3rd Marquis of Salisbury (1830-1903) and his nephew Arthur 
Balfpif (1848-1930) as the source of the phrase; the former 
j^fncle Bob), in 1887, controversially (allegedly nepotistically) 
appointed the latter as secretary for Ireland. This idiom, very 
iliar in the UK, is all but unknown in the US so that when Jann 
Turner-Lord published A Dictionary of Slang for British Mystery Fans 
in 1992 it was entitled Bob's Your Uncle UK 1937 
bobtail noun 1 in poker, four fifths of a straight that can be 
completed at either end us 1865. 2 on the railways, a switching 
engine US’ mr 

bobtail verb in trucking, to drive a tractor without a trailer us. mr, 
Bob White noun in trucking, a flap valve on the smokestack us, 1971 
bod noun 1 person. An abbi 2 the body, as 

In physique uk, run. 3 an aeroparle passengei I light crew use uk, 

bodacious adjective n ci c i u|i - A Cl9 word from the 
American frontier, rediscovered by the late C20 young. The term 
'bodacious tatas' as descriptive of 'magnificent breasts' was made 
widely popular by the 1982 film- Officer and a Gentleman. In 
Australia, popularised by radio announcer Doug Mulray us. im 
bo-deen noun a police officer us, mi 

bodega noun a shop. An affected acquisition, directly from Spanish 

bodewash noun dry buffalo dung I he word is an adaptation of the 
' bois de vache (cow wood) Canada, 1953 

bodger noun in the I lildir trad .. idesman (such as a 

builder, electrician, mechanic or plumber) who is able to patch 
and mend, and is, perhaps, unqualified; bn a hoisting site, the 
jack-of-all-trades worker who fixes minor prtsbims A dialect word 
•first recorded in 1552 uk 
bodger adjective fake; false Australia, 195$; 

bodgie noun 1 an 1 1 1 thl -I iri 1 1 Day Australia, 

1953. 2a male membei of an urban youth subculture ofthe 1950s. 
Now only historical use. 'Bodgies' were noted for a peculiar style 
ofdfesji^hOckingfbr its day) that was in conscious imitation of 
American youth, including tight trousers, jackets, no ties and 
having slicked back hair with large sideburns. Their female 


counterparts were 'widgies'. This group was the subject of numer¬ 
ous alarmist media reports about youth deliquency. In origin the 
iferm must be related to other senses of 'bodgie/bodger', but 
exactly how is unclear. One theory,that it is a nominal use of 
'bodgie' as 'counterfeit', referring to clothing made from poor 
quality cloth passed off as American material, is unsubstantiated 
by any early evidence Australia i: 54. 3 a young swing jazz 
enthusiast u&ay$i' 

bodgied up adjective dressed up in a pretentious manner Australia, 


bodgy; bodgie verb to conceal someone or someth mgAUSTRAUA, 1968 
bodgy; bodgie adjective 1 false, counterfeit, phoney, sham. 

Appearing simultaneously with the synonymous 'bodger', these 
terms must derive frorcvfifitish dialect bodge (to make or mend 
pwaffity or poorly), a variant of'botch 1 . Recorded earliest in prison; 
and underworld use it perhaps referred originally to a poorly done 
quota of work that prisoners had to submit daily Australia, 1944. 

2 poorly made or executed; worthless, hopeless Australia, 1944 
bodice-ripper not, aistorical novel 

aimed at an adult female audience us, 1980 
bodied adjective (used of a female) well built us, 1947 
bodilicious noun an attractive physique. A compounding of 'body' 
and 'delicious', perhaps intended as a gentle pun on bodacious. 
Recorded in contemporary gay oSijjte as an 'edible body' UK 20031 
body noun 1 a per n, esp li funder ispii in or arrest; a 
person to be framed for a crime Police and criminal usage uk 
run 2a prisoner. Prison officers' us euK 1 "... 3 in the usage of 
showgirls, a man us mi 
body verb to kill someone us, 1999 
body armour noun a condom uk, 199s 

body by Fisherman a woman with an attractive body. An allusion 
to an advertising slogan ol the General Motors Corporation, 
boasting ofthe superiority of a car 'body by Fishtj --us. ms 
body cheese noun any buildup of body cells such as ear wax or eye 
'^cretiori$-"^s isss 

body contact squad noun ted as suicide 

hombeftt® 1932 

body knocker noun body repair shop 

body lotion noun tit itizer band radii I uigu/c mi 
body packer noun a person who smuggles drugs inside their body 


body popping noun an ml 1 Im 11 porating robotic 

ihiovements us, 1934 

body queen noun a homosexual man attracted to men with 
muscular bodies us, 1970 

body rain noun 1 porate executi 11 earch f employment after 
a takeover, merger 01 business failure A macabre image recalling 
the Suicides by jumping associated with the martet crash of 1929 


body shop noun a bar catering to an unmarried clientele with sexual 
agendas us 10- 

body shot noun i ritual ir lich a per nil lit off someone 
else, drinks a shot of tequila and then sucks on a lemon in the 
.Other’s month us. 2001 

body snatcher noun 1 a morgue employee who retrieves and 
transports corpses to the morgue us, 199. 2 someone who steals 
another's date us, ms. 3 a person who selects prime farm stock for 
butchering new Zealand, 2002 

body swerve noun 1 1 I libera icf 1 1 idir omeone or 
something. From footba terminology into general parlance uk 

:SC 0 nAND. 1985 


body-swerve verb 

body time noun in casinos, the amount of time a player, whose 
playing time is being tracked, spends g; n bling us. 1996 
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body-to-body | bogwash 


body-to-body noun i ual service ered in me massage 
parlours in which a gir will massage her client with her body ore 

body womping noun body surfingsv3$s/ 

boerewors curtain noui 

-feutb .African suburbs where Afrikaans people dwell south Africa, 


boerie noun the penis. I rom the Afrikaans for 'farm sausage' south 

bof noun i an old i ler ersor hoi rated uninteresting. An 
acronym formed on boring old /art uk 2005. 2 a record album 
consisting the 'best of the artist's previous recordingsifisfea? 
boff noun 1 a hearty laugh us. ms. 2 sex; an act. of sexual intercourse 

mips 

boff verb 1 to have sex us. 193/. 2 to kiss and caress us, ms. 3 to make 
a mistake, to do something wrong. PossrbJy'iBupbgrmstic; 
sometimes 'boff up' School children’s slang ox 1977. 4 to vomit us. 

boffed adjective druinjfijS, 1984 
boffin noun a scientist; %#%nsic expert uk ms 
boff Onoun 1 a great joke us. 19 68 . 2 a one-year prison sentence US. mo 
boffo adjective a in 1 jul 1 u . fil Originally 
theatric*! When it was often used of a comedic success, and in 
'Which sense it-probably derives ffete 'buffo' (a comic actor; coflafe}! 
im 

boffola noun 1 a hearty laugh; a joke that produces a hearty laugh 
Ipra#. 2 a smash hit, a success m, 1947 
bog noun 1 a lavat 1 -lit iated from I 0 - bog house'. Often 
follows 'the' and often in Hie plural uk c-m. 2 an act of defecation 
Australia. 1932. 3 a police station im 4 in Western Australia, an 
unrefined and loutish person.from a lower socio-economic area 
Australia. 1997. 5 a type of putty used to I'll dents in the bodywork 
of vehicles Australia, 1989 

bog verb i to defecate i u m2. 2 (used of a motorcyle engine) to lose 
power and slow down a? fjjzs 

bogan noun an unrefined and iQUtJS&.bjfe^frQm a lower socio¬ 
economic area. The term gives rise to any number of derivatives, 
such as 'boganhood', 'boganism', 'boganity' and 'Bogansville' (the 
notional home of bogans Australia, w 
bogan adjective of or relating to a bogan Australia, im 
Bogan shower noun I town in New 

South Wales. Or her ocations simi ai y used by nature, weather and 
•i|>ny: Bedourie, Bourke, Cobar, Darling, Wilcannia and Wimmera 

AUSTRALIA. 1945 

bogart noun a bully. I rom the verb 'to bogart'; a critical view of out- 
of-fashion film 'tough guy' behaviour personified by film after 
Humphrey Bogart us 1994 

bogart vert 1 re forcefu 

characters portrayed by actors like Humphrey Bogart went out 
fashion, so the usage moved front admiring to critical. Also variant 
'bogard' us. rat*. 2 to selfishly keep possession of something that 
you are expected to return or forward, especially drugs. After the 
alleged meannesspffilm actor Humphrey Bogart ( 1899 - 1957 ), or,, 
perhaps, horn the way he would keep a cigarette danglingfrom his 
lips. Sometimes spelt 'bogard'01 'bogard e'us. 1957. 3 to overdose 
on drugs ux, 

bog bird noun man I 1 illingt lave se in a public 

lavatory uk 2003 

bogey nouni - From 

'bogey-man' (a terrifying creature), ultimately from 'old bogey' (the 
devil); alternatively spelt 'bogie' 01 'bogy' us 1924. 2 an unidentified 
aircraft, presumed to be hostile until identified as friendly. Coined 
in World VVsi 2 and used since us, 1943. 3 in betting, the 
outstanding loser in any book uk 1991. 4 a small lump of dried 
nasal mucus. Variant spellings include''bogy' and 'bogie' uk, 1937. 

5 a wash taken in a creek, dam, etc, especially after a day's work 
Australia, 1874. 6 a child's steerable cart constructed from pram 
wheels and odds and ends of wood uk Scotland, ms. 7 in trucking, 


a set of two axles us me. 8 a stalemate, a deadlock uk. Scotland. 
Bogey nickname Humphrey Bogart ( 1899 - 1957 ), American actor us. 


bogey verb tc penally after 

a day's work; (of working dogs) to take a dip in a body of water to 
cool down and as a break from work. From Dharug, the 
Australian Aboriginal language Of the Sydney region Australia, uss 
bogey adjective fraudulent bogus.t#Sw 

bog-eyed adjective bleary-eyed as the result of too much drink or too 
? 'fftle sleep, or both uk, 1999 

bogger noun a person from 01 iving in a rural part of Ireland 
especially anyone not iving in Dublin, this term makes use of the 
suffix -er, especially common in Dubliaiiitbern##iglish Ireland. 

boggie noun 1 hipf Is resistant change, or too drug- 
intoxicated to be a part of any activity Coinage credited to 
counterculture artist Edward Barker, 1 S 70 uk 
boggie bear noun an ugly person us, m 

boggie board noun a small, foam board surfed in a prone position 
AUSTRALIA, 1985 


bogging adjective filthy UK SCOTLAND, 1985 

bogie man noun a worker wh repair ml lling stock. A pun 
on a devilish creature and a conventional piece of under-carriage 

bog-in noun a hearty meal. After the verb sense Australia, 1954 
bog in verb to eat voraciously 1917 

bog lap noun in Western Australia, a ci guilt, of a streetbl 
vehicle done, especially repeatedly, for entertain merit Australia, 1996 
bogman noun anyone who does not live in a city or a town Ireland, 

Bogners noun blue j in 1 I n kiin Alluding to the stylish 
stretch trousers manufactured by the German Bognerfirm us, rasa 
bogof noun a retail special offer: Buy One Get One Free uk 2003 
bog off vert to j I as a euphemistic 

imperative. Originally Royal Ah l orce, possibly from 'take-off (in 
an aircraft), to 'leave the earth (bog) behind' uk 1996 
bogosity noun the degree to which anything can be described as 
wrong or in error. Computer hacker slang from bogus (wrong) us. 


bog out verb to become intoxicated on drugs us, ms 

bog-standard adjective 

bog-trotter noun an rish person, from the nature of Eire's terrain 


bog-trotting adjective Irish. From bog-trotter (an Irish person) us. 


bogue noun a ft§pfttess; 1994 

boguevertit in e 1 irette. A part-of peech shift derived 
from Humphrey Bogart, cig; rette-smoking icon us. ms. 2 to 
depress someone us, 19m 

bogue adjective wrong; sick ■ rom bogus, sometimes seen spelt as 
'boag' us. i960 

bogue out vert in computing, to become non-functional suddenly 
and without warning us. m3 

bog up vert 1 imething 

incompetently. Originally milit; ry; likely to derive from bog (a 
lavatory) and all that implies, but at the same time IbiShemistic 
-and tending towards bugger up Qk.w g 
bogus noun countftfeit money us, 1798 
bogus adjective 1 draci^ ill I III. || l_ 1876 2 in 

computing, non-functional, useless, false or incorrect us. us; 
bogus beef noun die, insincere conversation us, 1947 
bogwash verb to force a person’s head into Hie toilet bowl, and 
flush. F§|gjBOG (a lavatory) uk 1996 
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bogwoppit noun I orce use UK 2002 

bohawk noun a 1 erculture us 1952 

bohd noun 1 marijuana 2 phen line, the recreational 

drug known as PCP or angel dust Possibly a misplonufjeiatioo of 

boho noun a Bohemian, in the sense of an unconventional person 


boho adjective lit i iti< ial I iemian us 1 
bohunknoun 1 a Czgehaslovaktan immigrantas, m3. 2 a ill- 
mannered, loutish"' person os, nn 

boil noun in sin 111 1 111 1 11 1 li inil in ~ 11 a developing 

waver*; reas ► off the boil having 1 1 form and luck 

AUSTRALIA, 1989 

boil verb ► boil it till it assholes to continue to heat maple sap. 
until it forms vortexes, indicating that it is nearing the candy stage 
Canada, 1992. ► boil the hides li n in -moke a car's 
tyres us. 1965 

boil down verb l \ figurative use 

■of the conventional sense uk wso 
boiled noun a boiling hot solution of sugar and water used as an 
Offensive weapon uk, im 

boiled adjective i very drunk us im. 2 angry us, 1929 
boiled owl noun 1 used 1 ire resentati 11 f the ultimate drunkard 
us , 1864. 2 the Iasi thing in Hie world that you would want to eat us, 

boiler noun 1 a woman onsiderei lymostt be devoid of; or past 
the age of; sexual appeal. Flesh considered as chicken meat: a 
utspiler' is no longer a fresh and tasty chick but a tough .old biotas' 
1962. 2 an unskilled cook Proficient only at boiling meals us, 1975. 

3 4 

boilermaker noun 1 a hot fwhi II 1 class of beer; a 

beer and whisky combined us, are. 2 a pint of beer that is an 
refdual mixture of draught rfiild and bottled brown ale; a SgteftMa" 


boiler room noun re ffice 1 1 in 1 elat 1 ire vindleus 

boiler water noun whisky us, 

boiling adjective extremely hoi A familiar exaggeration uk 1930 
boilovernoun in horse racing, an unexpected win by a long shot; a 
Ipss by the favou rite Australia, wti 

boil-up noun Si CANADA, 1998 

boing verb while snowboarding, to bounce off something us, 1990 
boing! used a exual interest 

or readiness. Sometimes embellished to 'Boing! said Zebedeef 
Coincidental to the original US catch phrase, this began with the 
UK translation/adaptation, by Eric Thomson, 1929-84, of French 
animated children's television programme Le Manege Enchants 
into The Magic Roundabout, BBC 1963-71 and 1974-77. Zebedee 
was a spring-mounted character, best remembered as making his 
entrances and exits to a narrated 'Boing!' and signalling the end of 
each episode by announcing that it was time for bed. Popularised 
in the UK with the recording of a stand-up comedy feting fly 
Jasper Car r: jit US. im 

bo-ing! used for humorously expressing approval or delight. Teen 
’ sfiing u| j||| 

boink noun an in an Internet 

discussion group ts ®s 
boink verb to have sex with someone us. 1 897 
Bo Jimmy noun marijuana us. 1992 
bok noun an eager person south Africa, 1978 
Bok noun a sporlsman or woman in a team that represents South 
Africa in international competition, a 'Springbok' south africa. im 
bok adjective keen for something interesting south Africa, 1975 
boke; boak noun nausea; a need to vomit; vomiting uk, 1911 
boke; boak verb to vomit; to induce vomiting uk 1911 


bokkie; bok noun ment south Africa, 

boko noun the tjOS#£fif J«I 5 S» 

bold adjective i used to suggest homosexuality or of the stereotypical 
Characteristics associated with gay mens this usage was originated 
and made-daffoiliaf lay the BBC radio comedy Round The Home, 
1965-9 uk 19 67. 2 successful, excellent us, ms 

bold-as-brass; as bold as brass adjective audacious, extremely 
impudent uk 

Bolivian marching powder noun cocaine us, 1984 
bollards noun the testicles. A play on bollocks uk 2003 
bollicky; bollocky adjective naked. Literally, 

'with the bollocks exposed’ Australia, mo 
bollix noun 1 nonsense talk lire spelling reflects Hiberno-English 
pronunciation of bollocks Ireland, 1996. 2 a contemptible person 
Variant spelling of bollocks Ireland, 2000 
bollix verb 

bollixing adjective i I 1 1 1 ttensifier us 1954 

bollo noun nonsense. A shortening of bollocks uk 2003 
bollock noun 1 1 1 ill 1 » rei 1 111 e) A pun on ball(S) (a 

testicle/testicles) us re . 2 a chronic (allure, a mess uk 2001 
bollock; ballock verb (0 reprimand someone, to admonish 
Sdmeofift'toscold someone,Sk, 193s 
bollockache noun an innecs ;sar> 11 a inoyi ig cause of weariness 

bollockchops noun a stupid person, an idiot; used as a ribald form 
of address uk mi 

bollocking adjective used as an intensifier, especially in a negative 
context uk 2000 

bollocking; ballocking noun a telling-off; a scolding. From bollock 
'’|te jiphmand, to scold) uk nx 

bollockless adjective lurage. A lack of bollocks 

(the testicles, hence 'manly qualities) w; 2000 
bollock naked adjective totally naked uk, 1922 

bollocko adjective il I -I I I re III I n STARK BOLLOCK NAKED UK, 


bollocks adjective nonsensical UK 1996 
bollocks! used as an all purpose expletive. Figurative use of 
'testicles' uk 1969 

bollocks; ballocks noun 1 h il reel ingular uk dm. 

2 nonsense. The 1977 album 'Never Mind The Bollocks Here's The 
Sex Pistols' brought 'bollocks' tashop windows across the UK. At 
the time there was outrageiwtia quarter of a century later the 
word is now commonplace uk 1919. 3 anything considered to be 
the finest tbeVrtpst excellent, the best. An abbreviated form of 

DOG'S BOLLOCK- 4 

bollocks (testicles) and bravery are both symbols of masculinity, 
one must therefore equal the other - re 199 5. 5 trouble, conflict uk, 
2001. 6a despicable ontemptibl >er 1 > see: DOG'S 

BOLLOCKS. 7 fools. The singular fool may well be a bollock or 
bollocks uk 2006. ► do your bollocks 1 to become enraged, to 
lose your temper uk 1999. 2 to ose all youi money gambling uk 
200D. ► go to bollocks to be forgotten uk ms. ► will it 
bollocks used rhetorically to register doubt and disbelief uk 2000 
bollocks about; ballocks about verb to play the fool UK mi 
bollocksed; ballocks’d adjective 1 ruined, thwarted uk mi. 

2 damned ux 79 3 drunk uk 2003 

bollocks on verb bollocks (nonsense) uk coco 

bollocky adjective used as an intensifier. On the model of bloody uk 

1992 >see: BALLOCKY, BOLLICKY 

bolloxed adjective 1 unwell uk rere 2 drunk A variation of 

BOLLOCKSED US, 1986 

boll weevil nouni irt oil drilling, an inexperienced worker us, 1954. 

2 a novice trucker us, no 


bokernounan unsophisticated rustic us mo 


Bolly nickname E n i brand I hampagneuK 2001 






77 


Bollywood | bona vardering 


Bollywood nickname the fill / INDIA, 1989 

bolo noun i in boxing, an uppercut us. mo. 2 a directive to be on the 
look-out for something us, 1986. 3 a friend Described as a 'hippy 
term' uk 1977. 4 a: rave ei to Antarctica who is jaded and 
exhausted from having been there too long Antarctica, 2003. scrack 
cocaine. Spanish us n 6 an unknown, sinister male us, 2002 
bolo badge noun 1 urple Heart militar le 1 it ion for battle 
wounds, especially those suffered in a foolish action us, ms 
bolohead noun a bald perish, ul,- mi 

bolo Shot noun fist US, 1977 

bolshie; bolshy noun a Bolshevik as, isitb 
bolshie; bolshy adjective obstructive, unco-operative, deliberately 
difficult From 'Bolshevik', but without political significance uk, raw 
bolt noun i an escape, a flight Australia, ms. 2 phencyclidine, the rec¬ 
reational drug known as PCP or angel dust us. 1986. 3 a blemish; a 
pimple us, 1969 

bolt verb 1 to lea 2 m or custody uk, 

isn. 3 in poker, to withdraw from a hand us, 1988 

bolter noun 1 

misses the arresting mechanisms us, ms. 2 an unexpected 
flection for a sports team, a board or political team new Zealand, 
1995. 3 in horse racing, a winning horse with long odds Australia, 

bolts noun d t id II 1 h 1 1 li I 1 11 I li symbolisinga 
prisoner’s association with a white pride pMfi gang us, ms 
bolts and jolts noun a combination of central nervous system 
stimulants and depfessanis us, im 
bolts and nuts adjective mentally unstable; crazy us i9S4 
bomb noun 1 a 5 2 larijuana cigarette, 

especially a lai 3 / pure heroin 

US, mo. 4 crack cocaine us, vm. s potent heroin us, m9. 6 a dose of 
sedative, espgoallyewe.administered'to-dope a racehorse; a 
sedative pill Australia, 1950. 7 in a horse race, a winning horse that 
ran with very high odds us, 2002. 8 a forceful blow with the fist us 
1949. 9 in tiddlywinks, a long-distance shot us 1977. 10a 
skateboarding manoeuvre in which the rider crouches and holds 
the sides of the board as the board leaves the ground us was. 11 a 
fast car. Teen slang us 195.3. 12 a dilapidated mot 
Disci. 13 an Improvised water-heating device in prison new Zealand, 

1982. 14 a dismal failur | . isine us mu is an 

unexpected bass drum accent us, nos ► go like a bomb; go 
down a bomb to be very successful and exciting w, 1967. 

► make a bomb rrom 

BOMB (a great deal of money) uk ms. ► the bomb; da bomb 
the very best somethm-grtfiat is very good us 1973 
bomb verb 1 to pi raffi ith an mj 1 1 n juantity, not qual¬ 
ity us. 2000. 2 to swallow a quantity of a powdered drug and its ciga¬ 
rette-paper wrapping uk 000. 3 in horse-racing, to dope a horse 
Australia, 1953. 4 to run or drive at speed uk ms. 5 in mountain 
biking, to travel fast downhill’* -. 6 to train intensely, 
alternating he; vy weights with light weights us, rm. 7 in 
tiddlywinks, to play a win k at a pile of winks with destructive 
8 

ms. 9 in computing, to cease to function completely and suddenly 
us i99i. ► get bombed while surfing 


bomb adjective dilapidated Australia. 1979 
bomba noun a vintage car that has been restored us 1995 
Bombay bloomers noun I >rts us 2002 

Bombay Welsh noun hi 1 ish a -n I Indian and Anglo- 
Indians. From the simi arity in lilting cadences of speech between 
the broadest Indian, and Welsh accents. It is interesting taiftdle 
that an English person attempting a Welsh accent- Often sounds 
tfttJiarj, particularly to Welsh ears uk 19S4 
bomb doors noun the vagina uk 2091 
bombed adjective extremely drunk or drug-intoxicated us me 


bombed out adjective 1 extreme y marijuana-intoxicated us ism. 

2 crazy uk rut. 3 (of a motor) worn out. I he result when a car is 
made to bomb (to drive flat-out) too often 
bomber noun 1 a grail'lli artist os, m,/. 2 an extra large, thick o- 
potent marijuana cigarette. Named as an allusion to size and 
shape us 1949. 3 a tablet or capsule 0' amphetamine or barbiturate, 
hence a generic name for amphetamine or barbiturate ift-ariy 
form us uiiu. 4 a hard-hitting, aggressive boxer us 1937. sa 
powerful, hard-breaking wave us 1964 . 6 an old, battered car 
especially one used in a demolition derby contest us, 1977. 7a 
person with poor fashion sense us, 1997. 8 a sixteen-ton oil-carrying 
wagon m„;m >see: black bomber 
bomb farm noun an area on a military base where bombs are stored 

bomb-happy adjective with nerves gone through exposure to 
bombing uk 1944 

bombida noun a mixture of heroin and cocaine. From the Spanish, 
literal trtnstatfort 'little bomb 1 us bss 
bombido noun 1 in tabl t iz trine™ (amphetamine sulphate), a 
central nervous system stimulant us 1 82 2 heroin uk 2002 
bombie; bommie noun a hazar u ubmer I ll shore reef over 
which waves break, ’Erpm bomboru, fioth an Australian Aboriginal 
language Australia, 1949 

bombilla noun an ampoule filled with a drug,US 199a 
bombing adjective in foot-propelled scootering, at great speed UK 2000 
bombita; bombito noun a tablet of amphetamine sulphate 
(Dexedrine™), acentraf.*er»^tsystem stimulant us ms 
bomb line noun ir, the line beyond which 

bombing was deemed safe us, m 

bombo noun cheap and poor quality wine or stronger alcoholic drink 

Al&ntAUA, 1942 

bomboara noun a large wave that breaks seaward of the normal surf 
line Australia, ms 

bombosity noun the buttocks us 1932 

bomb-out noun 1 1 ii| 111 urfin ir elimination us rass 
bomb out verb i i lull i i u i | i I 2 to reject 

someone uk ms. 3 lo knock a surfer off a surfboard us, m* 
bomb-proof ad/ecme I mi in impi ill II e to avoid 
selection or responsibility for a(n) (unpleasant) task; invulnerable. 
Military use, remembered as 1950 s, but possibly earlier us 1984 
bombs noun the female breasts us, ia» 
bombs away noun<hgtpin us m 

bombshell noun i i udden r great urprise iften in the phrase 
'drop a bombshel' ; la i860. 2 a woman who is astonishingly 
attractive us m 3 

bomb up verb while hunting, to fire a flurry of loosely aimed shots 
at a herd new Zealand, m 

Bom-de-Bom noun i Mu it er, a pie in laigon during the 
Vietnam war us, 1990 

bomfog noun der 1 , ind rbose languag her Governor Nelson 
Rockefeller campaigned for the Republican nomination fipf- 1 ■ 
president in 1964 , he tended tq end speeches with a referencetp 
the 'brotherhood of man under the fatherhood qf .(Sod', a phrase 
which compacts Ipljhe acronym BOMFOG. Reporters covering 
the campaign began to refer to the end of his speeches as 
BOMFOG, The term survived and evqntuattytoqk bn a, more 
general, less flattering meaning us ms 
bommienoun 1 In 1 An abbreviation 1 imbara, from an 
Australian Aboriginal language Australia, 1991 >see: bombie 
bona; bonar adjective good j isant, agr 1 I Theatrical origins 
(rom Latin bonum and Ita ian buono (good) uk, iszs 
bonafide noun the significant other in your emotional life. Latin for 
'good faith 1 . Black usage uk 1994 

bona vardering adjective if 'bona' (good) 

and 'varda' (lo look) thus 'good looking’ uk 1997 
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bonce noun the head riginall i -II I )l boys from the 
rtafne .given to a large marble, in a jocular reference to the shape 

bondage noun indebtedness us, ms 

bondage pie noun izza il lusag n< nushroom topping. 

The initials of the toppings - S and M - suggest bondage us ms 
Bondi cigar noun i ne piece In < iement floating in the 
surf So-named from the notoriety ol a sewerage outlet near Bondi 
beach Australia. 1995 

Bondi tram; Bondi bus now 1 omething 

that moves quickly. Thi apual tram apparently weningut of 
business in 1960 Australia, ma 

Bondo mechanic noun too heavily 

upon large amounts of body putty and toftfijtte upon finesse or 
Craft US 1992 

bondook noun a weapon. Gulf war usage us 1991 
bone noun 1 the 1 2 the active par¬ 

ticipant in homosexual sex 1 is mi 3 the middle finger raised in a 
gesture meaning, roughly, 'fuck you!’ US 1957. 4a marijuana ciga¬ 
rette; hence, marijuana. A visual pun us. rezs. 5 a tobacco cigarette. 
A visual pun us, 1992. 6 a measurement of crack cocaine sold for 
$50 dollars us 2003. 7 heroin us, 1993. 8 a dollar us i8S9. 9 one 
thousand dollars us nss. 10 a frombone US, /9/s. 11 an irritation; an 
annoyance; an aggravation. A figurative extension of a 'botteln 
the throat 12 59. 13 in 

private poker games or other private, gambling, a white NSofe 
chip US, me. 14 a black person us zw. 15 in baseball, an error in 
judgment. An abbreviation .of toneterfpiay' or boner tgM&p' 
bone verb 1 to ha - e from the male >oint of view us. 1921 2 to 
interrogate a suspect. Police and criminal use; probably from 
earlier sense (to seize, to arrest) ui 1 86. 3 in mountain biking, to 
strike the nose (if your seat with your buttocks us. 1992. 4 to study 
intensely us W- 

bone adjective tasteless, unfortunate, inferior us 1995 

bone banger; bone crusher noun an orthopaedist us. im. 
bone blanket; bone bonnet noun a condom. Contrived to wrap 
' (Ipe bone (an erection) uk. 1998 

bone box noun the mouth. Obsolete teen slang Canada, 1946 
bonecrusher noun 1 in trucking, a truck that rides very roughly us, 
mi. 2 crack cocaine uk. 1998 

bonecrushers noun 1 w er rainful mpt n of withdrawal from 
drug addiction: Us, iso 

boned adjective i tipsy uk 1949. 2 having been hit hard on the head 


bone dance noun sex us, ms. 

bonedornemxm r pr i n i crash h Imet Originally 
aviators' usage (1930s), subsequently used 'by motorcyclists (1950s) 
aflrl-qipfets (1980s) uk, 1984 

bonehead noun i an idiot 2 a bald-1 ied person; a 

■StedSfead; hence an extreme skinhead haircut UK mi 
bone hog noun a sexually active nal | i II >ne who enjoys 
performing oral sex on merr« 2# 
bone-on nO un0. j^|gg|||| 1927 


bone orchard noun a cemetery uk m2 

bone out verb 1 1 ' do 11 11. . Mil >n; to run away 

from danger us 119. 2 to leave quid I 3 liu 

snowboarding, to hold your leg straight during a manoeuvre ihcttt#/. 


bone queen noun a male 11-'i 11' u I ho fa 1 , performing oral 


boner noun 1 a blunder us 1912. 2 an erection. The supposed bone¬ 
like quality of an erect penis, with which you bone (have sex) us 
i 96 i. 3 an old or poor-quality steer, slaughtered for mince or 
sausage new Zealand. m3 
boneroo noun high quality drugs US 1992 


bones nouni dice. The term has journeyed from colloquial to 
standard English and now a/ slang ui 1400 2 heroin us, mi. 3 crack 
cocaine uk 2001 . 4 the basic facts of something ay ,999. 5 an 

e ► make your bones 

1 to establish yourself as a fully fledged member of a crime Organ¬ 
isation, usually by carrying out an execution-style murder us, 1972. 

2 by extension, to establish yoursef as an equal in a group setting 
us, 1996. ► on your bones destitute or almost so. An image of 
enacialion uk. ns-. ► the bones fhe boyfriend UK axe 

bone shack noun n place 1-a oupie have sex us 1997 
boneshaker noun 1 I A 1 1-1 1 literal iescription of early 

nicyctes, and rernaSijs in use despite technological advancesus, 
is/: 2 a rigid-frame motorcyle, especially a rigid-frame Harley- 
Davidson us 19s 

bone up verb He. An American 

outgrowth of the C18 'bone' with the same meaning us ra/s 
bone works noun rough treatment us 1970 
boneyad/ecovegenuine it I tor -1 literati n of 'bonafide' uk 

boneyard noun 1 a cemetery us im. 2 in various industrial setting, 
the site for dumping broken vehicles and equipment which can 
be cannibalised for parts us 191 3 in dominoes, fhe pile of 
unusued tiles us 1897. 4 the area off a beach where waves break us 
1965. 5 a conjugal visit in prison us 1989 
boneyize verb to lay claim to something Canada m9 
boney maroney noun a very thin person In various spellings, but 
surely originating in die rock'n roll lyric from the 1957 song by 
Larry Wiiiirhs us 1957 

bone you! bone ya! used as an all-purpose, defiant insult us m3 
bonfire noun 1 in firefighter usage, a multiple-alarm fire us 1954. 2a 
burning cigarette stub us. 1945 

bong verb to drink beer directly from a keg. using a hose and funnel 

US. 1982 

bong; bhong noun 1 pi| 1 1 ii nil II I ihiough which 

marijuana or crack cocaine smoke is drawn for inhalation us. 1971. 

2 a bong's worth of marijuana Australia, 1937. 3 a Maori or Pacific 

]S\af>d& NEW ZEALAND, 1984 

bong; bung adjective dead, r i Australia, w 

bong brain noun a marijuana ad6iaA ustralia, ism 
bong land noun a state ol rn i uana i ito r ition Extended from 
bong (a water-pi| used for sn in n nil rna) UK 2002 
bongo noun la 2 kateboarding, a fall 

or the wounds resulting from a fall us, 1976 
bongo mag noun a pornographic magazine uk 2002 
bong on verb affiti'd credo 

AUSTRALIA. 1988 

bong up verb to become intoxicated by inhaling marijuana through 
a water-filled pipe uk 1996 

bonhunkus noun the buttocks us mi 

boning tool noun 1 n ier < nbine »ning ^-ual intercourse) 
with a pun on 'tool' (an implement suited to a given task/the 
,p?nis) us, 2001 

bonish adjective covetous Canada i98z 

bonita noun 1 heroin uk 2002. 2 milk sugar (lactose) used to dilute 
’ teipgj-* Mexican Spanish us 1973 

bonk noun sexu; iost euphemistic 

'«fm probably from* 'bonk' (a noise) playing on bang uk 1984 
bonk verb i r against, 

something hard uk 1931. 2 to tlave sex 1 s 1 5. 3 in an endurance 
sport, especially cycling, to reach a poirftcef utter exhaustion us, 

1979. 4 to bounce a snowboard off a non-snow platform. From the 
" -irjeisirqfil^ contact between board and death box us 1995 
bonkbuster noun a type of popular novel containing frequent, 
'explicit sexual encounters uk rass 
bonker board noun ,1 I rned surfboard 

AUSTRALIA, 1996 
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bonkers | booger 


bonkers noun the ferrate 'breasts. An elision of bazonkas us ms 
bonkers adjective crazy m, m? 
bonkers adverb crazy uk 1957 

bonkers as conkers adjective An elabor¬ 

ation Of BONKERS UK, 2003 

bonneroo; bonaroo adjective good, smart, sharpt Largely, ifffibt 
exclusively, prison slang us, 1926 
bonnet noun in motor racing, a safety helmet us 1993 
bonnie noun 197e 

Bonnie Dick nickname lieu t 1 1 mu I 111 I An aircraft car¬ 
rier named after Capt. John Paul Jones’ famous ship:ifftfihe 
Revolution us, «ss 

Bonny Prince noun » in - lisguising of Charlie (cocaine) using 
nit ncivc ol tvr 11 iv f 1 BouTa; 3 rr e ('■ i.irlie 1 0liai w> =cw,f d 
Stuart, 1720-88 UK 2002 

bonspiel noun a curling tournament Canada, 2001 
bontoger; bontogeriro; bontoser adjective exceffei admirable, 
Elaborations of bonzer (excellent) Australia, 1904 
bonus! used 11 1 in I 1 1 r appr ival us. 1997 

bonus baby noun rn rma ir athl h ign a professional 
Contract with a large signingbonusi/s m 
bony-bony adjective very thinr/vfJferbiKst^ygs m2 
bonzer; bonza noun meeme ir imething that is excellent 

AUSTRALIA, 1904 

bonzer; bonza adjective e bulous, good. 

This word' is the only survivng member of a set of synbOiymous 
terms that all appeared in the first decade of C20, the others 
being 'bontosher', 'boshter' and boskerf it is claimed that these 
were alhcorraptons of an original term that was a corroourd of 
fie-finch words fan jgppd) and toujours (always) Australia, im 
bonzer; bonza adverb excellently; brilliantly; m\\ AUSTRALIA, mi 
bonzo noun a chance uk m 
bonzo adjective crazy 0$, 1979 

boo nouni marijuana us 1959. 2a sexual partner or lover us 1997. 3an 
attractive young person us 4 used as a term of endearment 
us 2004. san unlexica ised verba is ition ol disapproval uk. isoi. 6a 
julk. Adapted from boohoo (a childish vocalisation of sobbingJoK, 
2001. 7 bird or lizard droppings Barbados, 199s. 8 anything at all. 
Usually heard in the warning - 'don't say boo' ( is, im. 9 nasal 
mucus BAHAMAS, 1982 

boo verb in conter iporary dana ilture, to give in unlexicalised 
verbalisation of approval. A deliberate reversal of the negative 
sense uk 2003. to sob I4u%) A shortened form of boohoo uk 200s 
boo adjective excellent Youth usage us, 1952 
booay; boohai noun a remote area. Probably a corruption of the 
Maori placename, Puhoi newzealand, 1903 
boob nouni .meaning a 

'stupid fellow'us 191 2 the female breast From synonymous 
'bub’. Generally used in the plural us 1 a. 3 jail. Could date as far 
back as the 1880 s, which is feasible since 'booby hatch', from 
which fbfl' is ultimately derived, dates back as far as 1859 in the; 
W 5 us 1908. 4 a blunder, a faux pas us, 1934 
boob verb 1 to blunder UK 1935. 2 to perform poorly, to botch 
something us im 

boob box noun a television; television US, rees 
boob gear noun ; 11 1 thir wZ ealand, 1999 


boo-bird noun a sports fan who constantly and loudly boos during a 
game us, im 

boobitas; boobititas noun small female breasts A borrowed use of 
f^Spmish diminuitive us is sr> 

boob job noun surgery to alter a woman's breast size us ras 0 

boo-boo noun 1 2 a bruise or 

3 

'bottom' uk 191,4. 4 any vexatious I ying insect Bahamas, 1932 

boo boo bama noun marijuana UK 2003 
boo-boos noun the testietes-fes m, 

boob rat noun a pi 1 1 hoi I 1 returning to prison. Derives 

from boob (a jail ) Australia. i9sz 
boobs noun in [inker a pa'r 01 queens cs we» 
boob sling noun a brassiere 4$ zfss 

boobtalknoun 11 iii I I lii in 1 I in prison. Derives 
from boob (a jail)A ustralia, 1993 
boob tat noun a tattoo acquired in prison us ms 
boob tube noun 1 television I irst came the tube, and then the 
obvious reduplication us tss 2 in women’s fashion, a strapless top 
made of stretchable material. Sometimes also called a 'booby 
tubey' uk was 

boob weed; boob tobacco noun 11 11 1 bacco Derives from 

boob (a jail) and weed fdlacCdiAUsri#^ m 
booby adjective fOOllsH US, 1958 

booby; boobie noun i a female breast us, ®>6. 2 nasal mucus 

BAHAMAS, 1982 

booby hatch noun a mental hospital US im 
booby prize noun 11 rd r stupidil ften en humorously to 
whoever comes Iasi in a contest. Elaborated on booby (foolish) us 


booby trap noun a dfshofielt carnival game US. im 
boochie noun a Japanese persdiff/s nso 
boo-coo; boo koo noun a lar^.Tftgiigsller; a mk 
boo-coo; boo koo adjective a large nutflef of k II®; ©ffcp'jtsas 
boodle noun 1 [ 1 1 ppropi I 11 1 1 1I1 ually illegally us 

1858. 2 a fake bankroll used in confidence swindles us >985. 3 a 
package cf snacks us. im. 

booed and hissed adjective pissed (drunk) 


boofveriito hide irison ntraband in ur ectum us, 2cro 
boofhead noun 1 1 -1 ' 1 il 11 ersized hea< hence, a fool, idiot, 
dthnwit. The term dates back to the 1930s and first appears in 
print in 1941, Popularised by Boofhead, a cartoon character 
appearing in the Sydney Mirror in the 1940s. Probably a 
contraction of earlier British and Australian 'bufflehead'. The 
suggestion that it is from. British dialect bogf (stupid) is chronolOge 
cal ly improbable Australia, 1945 
boof-headed adjective fat-headed; stupid Australia, 1965 
booty adjective (of a male) bin 1 < 1 masculine and a bit stupid 

AUSTRAUA, 1992 

boog noun a black person. Offensive US, 1937 
boogaloo noun 1 basic rock ’if roll music; in a broader sense, the 
spirit of rock 'n' rol Originally 1965, and conventionally, 'a dance 
performed to rock 'if roll music' us, 2003. 2 a black person us 1970 

boogaloo adjective drunk Uk 2002 


boob gun noun 

boob happy adjective It of being 

imprisoned Derives from boob (a jail) and the suffix -happy 
'(mentally unbalanced) Australia, >968 
boob head noun 1 111 ne 1 \land, 1994 
boobie noun Popularised by 

comic Jerry Lewis in the mid- 950s; mock Yiddish us, 1900 >see: 
BOOBY 


booger noun 1 2 cocaine us >997. 3 a 

fellow; a rascal uk 1708. 4 the vagina; and so, woman as sexual 
objecl us. 19 59. 5 a technician in avionics Canada, 1995 
booger drag noun a man dressed as a woman, but revealing his 
masculinity by not shaving his face, arms and/or legs us 1997 
booger-picker noun a long-shafted tool used to remove oil seals and 
install windshields us 1992 

booger wire noun 111 ele 1 line or! neutral wire us >9so 





boogie | booming 


boogie box noun 


lightweight beadptfoi 

boogie party noun a p 


boo hoo used .. Ilyfor iretending sorrow. Ech 

weeping uk. 2001 

boojie noun efinement of 


boola-boola adjective character i treme t terism and 
spirited support of an institution. The song 'Boola Boola' has been 
one of Yale University's football fight songs since 1901 when it was 
written by Allan M. Hirsh, ys/iit}: explained the of the word 

•as follows: 'It is interesting to note that many people have asked 
ys what the word "Boola" meant, and we said it was Hawaiian and 
tneapt a joy cry. We stuck to <||i is for several years until someone 
came along and pointed out to us that there Wag no B in the 
Hawaiian language and therefore Boola could not possibly be 
.Hawaiian. So the fact remains that we do not know what it means, 
except that it was euphonious and easy to sing and to our young 
ears sounded good’. The song was an 'adaptation' of an 1898 'La 
TteOla' performed by Bob Cole and ift.t1yjoh.nson us 1900 
boolhipper noun a black leather jacket with a belt in the back us. 


4 

5 ten thousand doses of LSD soaked into papei us, /999. 6 one 

pound of drugs us, ms. 7 half a kilogram of drugs us, 1976. 8 a hard¬ 
working, foci ► do the book (and 

cover) to serve a I ► get the book 

1 in prison, lo be reprimanded uk r m. 2 to become religious The 
book is the Bible but other works could apply equally well uk 
► make book to bet us, m 2 . ► on the book 1 used of a high- 
security prisoner who must constantly be identified by ,a small 
official book and photograph uk 1 m 2 in the theatre, working as a 


boom adjective fashio 
boomi used for expr 


(pleasing), informed by boom (marijuana) canad, 

boom-boom noun 1 

during the war us. rsw. 2 the buttocks Bahamas, 1 


► throw the book at; give the 


► book a party of two to arrange for oral sex to be 
id on two male prisoners os 1939. ► book the action tc 
bet us, 1980. ► book your seat to pad the seat of your 
with newspaper or a book before going to be caned. 


book adjective a< eptable 1 1 I 


book 'em, Danno 

has been caught in an improper act. From the US television serie 
Hawaii Five-0 (1968-1980), in which Detective Steve McGarrett 
WQulfi order Detective 'Danno' $3|ipnsto arrest a suspect c& rsffi 
bookend verb in twelve tej 1- 1 1 immes such as 

Alcoholics Anonymous, to speak with a fellow recovefingradtfict 
both before and after confronting a difficult situation us tm 
booket noun a woman who receives a cunnilinguist's attention. We: 
Indian patois for 'bucket' uk 2002 

book gook noun it. Teen Slang us, 1951 

bookie noun i I 11 11 11 11 II >ky' uk ms 


boom box noun a large, portable radio and tape player us, m 
boom boy noun a marijuana user us, 1992 

boom bye; boom bwoy noun il male. Jamaican patois 

rendering of bum boy Jamaica, 2002 

boomer noun 1 a large exainple < mething tr. \ua m3. 2 a larg 




boom out | booted 


boom out verb to go to the US to work Canada. 2002 

boomps-a-daisy! rt J 

response to trivialise a minor ph whoops-a- 

daisy! with Mhps 'Hands, Knees and Boomps-a-Daisy!' was a 
popular song an: 'The Boomps-a-Daisy' a popular dance m Qm 
1930s uk. mi 

booms noun drums 

boom squad noun used to quell 

disturbances us. 2000 

boom wagon noun in trucking, a truck hauling dynamite us, m2 
boomy adjective er 'h 1 ii- luenci producing poorly 

defined sound Used in television and film making us. m7 
boon noun a hi 1 boon coon (a good 

fftetld) OS 7967 

boon adjective close, i nttnflas.t# 7969 

boona noun ► give it the full boona to hold nothing back. From 
boona, an Indian dish which, when served in some Glasgow Indian 
restaurants, is available as a 'half boona' or a IM 

-$ 03 )%hND. 1988 

boon coon noun a very close friend US, ms 
boondagger noun a lesbian with overtly masculine mannerisms and 
affectations us, 

boondie noun 1 in Western Australia, a rock. Probably from an 
Australian Aboriginal language Australia, 2002. 2 in Western Australia, 
a piece of conglomerated sand used by chiktom'tb throw at or# ‘ 
another i n play Australia, 795s? 

boondock verb 1 in 11I11 1 Irive n back roads, avoiding major 
motorways us mi. 2 to drive offroad through a remote area us 
ms. 3 in tiddlywinks, to send an opponent's wink a long way away, 
especially out of the playing area. After US boondocks (an isolated 
region) uk mm. 4 in tiddlywinks, to si loot from a position far from 
the action m 

boondocker noun 1 i rty held in the country us, ms 
boondockers noun marine-issued caaiitet boots us 
boondocks noun the remote end of nowhere US 1909 
boondoggle noun 1 ' 1 ine tri[ or entu - A signed for the 
enjoyment of those involved, not for its stated purpose us, 1935 
booner noun 1 a talent scout An allusion to American frontier 
pioneer Daniel Boone us. use 2 an unrefined and loutish person 
from p lower socio-economic area Australia, 1996 
boong noun an Aboriginal person; hence, any other dark-skinned 
person. From the Australian Aborigina anguage Wemba, meaning 
'person' Used disparagingly by white people. Now strongly #§# 
AUSTRALIA 7 924 

boonga noun a Pacific islander or any other dark-skinned person new 

ZEALAND. 1957 

boong moll noun p iii - i i dark-skinned men. A com¬ 
bination of boong (an Aboriginal or dark-skinned man) and moll 
(a prostitute) Australia, mb 
boongy noun the buttocks Bahamas, 1995 

boonie hat noun with a brim 

taraund, that kept the sun and ^aarrooff the heads of American 
soldiers in Vietnam &p*1§j 

boonie rat noun a soldier serving in the jungle or other remote area 


boonies noun a remote rural ar 


m abbreviation of boondocks us. 


booooo! an e 11 a 1 ition of || 1 The lifference with boo'(an 

unlexicalised verbalisation of disapproval) is essentially one of 
ihipnttpft t*. 2005 

booorrring adjective 1 I ring lang by drawn out pronunciation. 

From popular entertainment US, mi 
boo out verb to leave us, 1959 


boopsie noun 1 Mil jpf I II man ith whom she lives 
without Hie benefit oi marriage Jamaica, 199 6 

boo-reefer noun marijuana.es.-te 

booshway noun ch bourgeois Canada, 

boost noun i a theft, especially a car theft us, 1995. 2 in poker, an 
Increased or raised bet us, mm. 3 a background player In a large 
confidence 4 ►on the 

boost engaged in shdptffing us 1952 
boost verb i tc car or to 

shoplift us rs 2 i A A mi i I i in l rce, skill or tech¬ 
nology. From the sense 'to steal' uk, 2001. 3 in poker, to increase the 
amount bet on a hand us, 1 - . 4 to inject ,1 drug intravenously us 
199 ► boost one to defecate us, 1992 
booster noun 1 a thief especial y ,1 shoplifter or car thief us. 1908. 2 a 
full-time, career thief us 1977. 3 a criminal who specialises in selling 
stolen goods us ram 4 a confederate of a clleat who lures players 
to a card game, carnival concession or other game of chance us, 
1906. 5 an additional dose of ,1 drug taken to prolong intoxication 

booster fold noun a special Inside jacket pocket used by shoplifters 

booster pill noun mlant us, 1971 

booster stick noun a tobacco cigarette that has been enhanced with 
frinafguana or marijuana extract us rsisf 
boosting ben noun 1 | 1 I 1 it u I h plifter 

boosting bloomers; booster bloomers noun underwear designed 
for concealing merchandise that has been shoplifted us, 1972 
boot noun 1 dismissal from employment or other engagement. The 
Image of being kicked away uk mi. 2 a black person us, 1954. 3 a 
newly enlisted or drafted recruit in the armed services, especially 
the marines us, 1911. 4 in the US Army, a second lieutenant us >966. 
5 amusement or pleasure us, 1979. 6 a bootleg product us, >999. 

7 while injecting a drug intravenously, the drawing of blood into 
the syringe to mix with the drug ; is. 1 w. 8 any central nervous 
system deprr 9 10 a cigarette 

US >996. 11 a woman, especially an unattractive woman uk. ms. 

12 1 13 ntive 

designed to improve a business deal us cm. 14 a linear amplifier 
for a citizens' band radio us. 1970 15 a condom us, 1 966. 16 in 
television and film making, a tripod cover us. us/ >see: old boot. 

► stick the boot in; put the boot in to kick a prostrate foe; 

hence, figurative usage 'to kick50ft#6ft? when they're down’; (po¬ 
litical and comne'cia) to take an unnecessary advantage, to 
betray someone. In widespread us; ge since mid-C20; the figurative 
sense has been 11 1 from the mid-1 ► the boot 

is on the other foot; the boot is on the other leg the 
balance of power 01 responsibility has shifted 1.0 the opposing 
party uk m 

boot verb i while injecting a drug, to draw blood into the syringe, 
diluting the drug dose so as to prolong the effect of the injection: 
us, 1952. 2 to kick something, literally or in the slang sense of 
'breaking a habit' us is// 3 to dismiss someone from employment 
uk 1988. 4 to walk; to patrol on foot Vietnam war usage us, 1905. 

5 in horse racing, to spur or kick a horse during a race us mi. 6 in 
a game, to misplay a ball us set,. 7 lo vomit us, ms 8 in Alberta, 
k' purchase alcohol 01 tobacco illegally lirr a minor Canada, 2001. 

► boot and rally lo umfui.e dunking after vomiting us, mm. 

► boot the gong kick the gong 

where gong is 'opium' uk 1998 

bootalize verb to have sex Bahamas, m2 

boot-and-shoe adjective (used Of 1 dm 1 I I 11 A Ml 'A I lira I 

asm 

bootboy noun 1 member M ith 1 lion 1 1 gang movement 
that was synonymous with and then succeeded the skinheads. 
Characterised by heavy lace-up boots (Doc Martens), tidy hair and 
.Smart utilitarian wear; as a group, boot boys are associated with 
aggressive behaviour, especially football hooliganism (Jc-sM 
booted adjective M 11 II nil u in 1 i n 11 mi narcotic drug 






booter | bop 
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booter noun a r his mount 

incessantly us. 1959 

booth noun a room, especially a bedroom uk 2002 
booth bimbo; booth bunny noun an attractive, welt-built, 
soffittimes scantily clad woman hired to workfctua.company's 
booth during a trade show us. 19® 
booties noun 1 rubber 11 I 1 2 11 ml- 1 tic line work, 

meter clip insulators us. 19S0. 3 boots, especially knitted boots for a 
1965 

boot it!; boot it baby! used as an exhortation to continue us, nes 
bootlace noun ► not be someone's bootlace to not come close 
to equalling another's achievements Australia, ma 
bootleg noun i a pirated and illegally marketed recording. In the 
1960 s and 70 s only dedic; ted music fans were rea > aware of such 
product. The bootlegs of Bob Dylanls^tisic easily outnurebiigit' 
,'Ms^ficial releases so, in 1991 , his record company began to 
release 'The Bootleg Series', As ever, other artists followed where 
Dylan led, AtasTnany use it as an excuse to release material that 
may otherwise not be of sufficient quality. 'Bootleg' has always 
implied a lesser quality of recording, now it’s official uk mi. 

2 illegally manufactured alcohol us, ms 
bootleg verb i legally us, 192s. 

2 to manufacture or distribute illegal alcohol us. 1222. 3 in roller 
derby, to deviate from the scripted game plan us. 1999 
bootleg adjective i mi I i ill II i in fficial counterfeit. 
Derives from the practice of carrying a flat bottle of alcohol hidden 
in a boot leg us, is®. 2 imitation us m . 3 inferior, shoddy us, 2002. 
4 (used of an action paper) unofficial, advance us. me 
bootlegger noun a manufacturer or a dealer in illegally 
manufactured alcohol us, isao 

bootlegger turn noun hile driving fast 

accomplished by a combination of spinning Hie wheel, shifting 
down the gears and acceteratir^&rsss 
bootleg tool noun ii I In ml rker despite the fact 
that it has nol been approved by tooling inspectors us. 1955 
bootlick verb to seek favoi haviour us ms 

bootlicker now ugh obsequious 

behav io u r us. «« 

boot mooch noun a person who is always asking others for a ciga- 

bootneck; bootie noun a Royal Marine wrslgsr 
boot party noun 1 1 beatin initia Ii r the sheer joy of 

the beating Canada, 2002 

boot pie noun a series of kicks delivered in a scuffle uk 19® 
boot rest noun an accelerator pedal us, me 
boots noun a tyre us, r m. ► put the boots to i to have sex with 
someone us ran. 2 to kick someone, especia v when they are on 
Ih^-ground us, im 

-boots suffix i t -I 1 hen 1 1 1 1 I ith i trait Found in terms 
such as bossy-boots, 'lazy-boots', sly-boots and) 'smooth-hoots' uk 


character called Bootsy; this workshy character, played by Alfie Bass 
(1921 - 87 ), proved so popular that Bootsy and Snudge, a spin-Off, 
was aired. The eiatgphon of conventional 'boots' was not a great 

leapW 1966 

bootsy odjeaive bad, unpleasant us 2003 

boot up verb tepttfStff for a fight us 

booty adjective unpfeasant; unattractivei 1 $'f»k 

booty; bootie noun 1 the buttocks us ms 2 the vagina us, ms 

booty bandit noun 111 iggre 1 pr 1 1 nale homosexual us, 


booty call noun a date made for the sole purpose 0' engaging in sex 

US. 1997 

booty Cheddar noun nQhsense.OS-®j' 

booty-dance verb to shake the buttocks US, 2003 
booty drought noun a sustained [@c|fe'0f sex us va 
booty juice noun the drug MDMA, the recreational drug best known 
as ecstasy, dissolved in any liquid is- ??Sz 
bootylicious adjective mi iii u | II ith lefeience to 
the buttocks. A compound of booty (the buttocks) and 'delicious' 

boo-yahl; booyakal; boo-yakka! used for registering delight. 
Echoic of gun use. West Indian and UK black uk 1994 

booyakashal; boyakasha! it An elabor 

a. 1 ) boo-yakka 1 , i al ly echoic of gun use Popularised in the 
UK in the late 1990 s by Ali G (comedian Sacha Baron-Cohen) uk 

boo-yakka verb to shoot. Onomatopoeic uk 1994 
booze noun i alcoholic drink of any kind n Australia generally 
referring to beei 2 It i i i irinking uk ise4. ► on 

the booze enga i in a i 1 of hard drinkin iew Zealand, lsso 

bOOZe verb to d I I il i I I .Ii Ml Italy UK 1 

booze artist noun habitual dr ii i in ) h Ii Australia, 1940 
booze bag noun 11 I rl h in uu 1 I ice of the early-type 
that required a suspected drinker to blow into a bag m 19& 
booze balloon now >mach us, 1979 

booze belly noun Hie protruding stomach of a drunkard us mo 
booze cruise noun 1 a miu 11 lannel 1 ing from England to 
France for the purpose of buying and importing cheaper (less 
heavily taxed) alcohol us, 1979. 2 in Scotland, a pleasure cruise on 
on a loch or canal, during which itfenam pleasure 
and purpose is heavy drinking uk Scotland, me. 3 a drive while 

boozed; boozed wpadjective dmnl First re Dll imateur Ii 
exicographer Benjamin I ranklin hi 1737 ; obsolete, perhaps, but 
not forgotten us 1737 
boozehound noun an alcoholic us 1911'' 

boozer noun 1 a an alcoholic 

uk 16O6. 2 a place where alcohol is. served; a public house or bar us 


boots and socks noun tted 

infection, ftwaing.slang for pox uk 2003 
boot scoot veib m i I I- in a line to country and 
western music us. mi 

bootstraps noun ► pull yourself up by your bootstraps; raise 
yourself by your own bootstraps to try harttep'fe improve 
yourself within a given area uk me 
boot suppository noun ui u n n i in i i i to encourage an 
obnoxious patient to leave a hospital. An image based on a 'kick 

bootsy noun in i ii II I el I he er ml who was 
employed to clean guest shoes) also working as a potter. In 1957 ,, 
The Army Game, a television situation comedy, introduced a 


booze-rooster noun a heaykrdriSwus na 
booze snooze noun a nap taken in anticipation of a night of 
drinking us. itm' 

booze-up noun a drinking bout uK, iw 
boozle noun sexual intercourse uk i960 

boozorium now 

boozy noun a drunkard Ireland, isaf 
boozy adjective mildly’dttjnduK 1536 

bop noun 1 a dance m < . . . mi Derives from 

bebop (a jazz genre first recorded in 1945 ) uk 2001. 2 a dance party 
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bop | bossy-boots 


/ ■ • 3 live ness, spirit, rhythm us, 1997. 4a blow; a punch us, 
m2, s a member of a youth gang us, 1 is 6 nonsense us, 1973. 

7 phencyclidine, the recreational drug known as PCP or angel dust 
•fa. 1995 

bop verb 1 to dance to populai or rock music Abbreviated and 
adapted from bebop (a jazz ger re first recorded in 1945) uk 1978. 

2 to move with rhythm us 1 m 3 to have sex with someone us 
1974. 4 to engage in gang fighting us 195 0. 5 to hit someone, to beat 
someone us 1 92s. 6 to murder someone uk 1999. 7 in team 
gambling, to move to a card table identified by a confederate 
counting cards there to be primed for better-thamaverage odds us. 
1985. 8 to leave, E ► bop the 

baloney (ofa male) to masturbate us, m3 
bo peep noun a look or polite search Australia, mi 
Bo Peep; Little Bo Peep noun 1 Eh ming slang, 
formed from the name of a nursery rhyme character (who should 
have been counting sheep) uk 19a 
bop glasses noun horn-rimmed eye glasses. From the style favoured 
by bop jazz musicians us. ms 
bop 'n Slop verb to 
party us, ms 

bop off vert to teS^'fS,; IS 59 

boppernouni 2a song in 

the style of bebop jazz us. ms 
hoppers noun shoes us isrst 
boppy adjective affected gang mannerisms us; j%z 
boracic noun smooth, insincere talk sfJK. 
boracic lint; boracic; brassic; brassick adjective having little it# 
money, penniless. Rhyming slang for skint (penniless) UK. 1959 
Borax noun any E mpressive on 

'* 3 jirst glance us, 1929 

border noun 1 a capsule of a non mmer I barbiturate compound 
us, 1971. 2 a woman's pubic hair A cultivated variation of the 
garden theme 0K„2a?i 

border work noun ubt.1 marking on hr irinted edge of the back 
of a pkying card for identification oftine card by a cheat us m 
bore verb ► bore the pants off to bore someone utterly uk 1954. 

► bore the twat off 1 .- i >mei 1 e utterly uk 1993 

bore it up vert to attack someone; to harangue or verbally abuse 
someone Australia, mt 
borer noun a knife uk 2002 
boress noun a practical joke us, nss 

Boris Becker noun 11 w >er I ming ing f 1 pecker, formed 
tenvthg'.Bame cif the German tenajjjySayer (b.1967) uk 2003 
born-again noun a devout n 1 11 hristian vl 10 professes to 
have been bom again in a religious sense Often uttered without 

syffipathyus 

born-again adjective ne who 

expediently and enthusiastically adopts, or is re-associated with, an 
earlier belief orstetnte. A satirical adoption of a fundamental 
Christian tenet p&sSW 

born in a trunk adjective born into a family in show busipdss'us, mi 
Boro noun a Marlboro™ ClgaTgt^l^ida* 

boro-boros noun old clothes worn for dirty tasks. Plawaiian youth 
usage us. mi 

borrow noun an act of borr ing Especiall 1 the phrase'can I 
have a borrow?’ uk. 1999. ► on the borrow on the scrounge, 
cadging uk 1937 

borrow vert 1 to steal us uu 2 to arrest someone. Metropolitan 
Police slang, a narrow sense of conventional 'borrowf 80 take tem¬ 
porary possession) uk 3970 

Borrowers noun ► the Borrowers Pie UK mined forces. This 
nickname, used by tbi'tfs armed forces of theteUK allies, mocks 
fbepaucity of basic supplies such as toilet paper that force the ug£ 
.‘froopste-'b^fiom their Ap6tcanneighbours. PropplyU 


influenced by The Borrowers, Mary Isftdn, 1952, and the 1998 
Hollywood film version us, 2003 

borrow pit; barrow; bar pit noun in rural western Canada, the pit 
from which earth is being removed for construction purposes 
CANADA. 1987 

borsch! used for expressing disgust us, 1968 
Borscht Belt noun 1 1 1 1 1 1 I Is in the Cat kill Mountains 

of the eastern US With a primarily Jewish clientele. Alluding to the 
cold beet soup 'borscht' because of the eastern European heritage 
(of maay gf the Jewish: guests ;s. mi 
Borscht circuit noun us. me 

bory adjective 1 nany bawro uk. 

20m. 2 pregnant. English gypsy use, from the previous sense uk 2000 
bo selecta! used in approval of a dance music DJ's performance or 
technique. Bo Selecta! was used as the title of a Channel 4 
television comedy programme first broadcast In ZOpZoK is® 
bosh noun nonsense UK m 

bosh verb 1 to s ill I i | il i it I I mi to inhale 
drug-smoke uk me. 2 to put an end to something An extension of 
'put the KIBOSH to' US. 1997 

bosh adjective perf in - I i'ii'11 i- /vithout great thought uk 2000 
bosh! used for registering a humorous victory or triumphant action. 

H Jpl comedy sound effect uk ms 
bosker adjective splendid Australia, tm 

boso noun used as a term of address to a male whom the speaker 
' iteeiTB socially superior fiat, w? 

boson noun 11 I 1; HIM 1 1 I 11 I 1 1 | II r 11 IU I | 

ible unit measuring the bogus content of someth ing us, wt 
boss noun 1 ii ed in informal iddress or reference to the officer 
in command uk rasz . 2 Hie commanding officer Australia, 1988. 3a 
marine drill instructor us mi. 4a prison guard or official us, mo. 

5 the owner or man in charge of a arge rural property Australia, 

1902. 6 the best u.s; iso. 7 in poker the best hand al a given 
moment us. 1990. 8 pure heroin us, mi. 9 the penis. Either a male 
coinage or heavily in m - 10 n carnival usage, a person 
whom thieves use to estimate the value of articles that they have 
stolen us mu ► the boss your wife Jocular, probably Australia, 

Boss noun ► the Boss 

(b 1949) VS (980 

boss adjective very good, excellent I he word was around for 70 years 
before $§.kmg off it was popular beyond description in 1965 and 

1?66ifc# 

boss used as a sentence-ending intensifies Singapore, 2002 
boss Charley noun a while person or white people collectively us, 

boss cocky noun 1 an owner of a rural property who employs labour 
Australia. 1879. 2 a self-important person in authority; one who 
fefds.-It over others Australia, 1902 
boss-eyed adjective 1 havin n 1 eye; havin inly one good 
eye; having a squint, cross-eyed uk 2 lopsided, skewed; wrong 

boss game noun 1 I ghly developer in nsciou ense of style 

US, 197SK.~ 

boss (her) verb in trucking, to back a tractor and trailer into position 

boss boss noun an admired, popular man us ms 
bossin’ adjective excellent. Youth ktafifuX i#- 
bossman noun boss us 1934 

Bosstown nickname t .. i i i u he nr I name and the 

presumed rock and roll genre of the 'Bosstown Sound' were largely 
the artificial eagineerings of a record company executive trying to 
convince the record-buying world that groups such as Ultimate 
Spinach, Bagatelle, Beacon Street-Union and Earth Opera were 
worth ttfeir record-buying dote us, 1982 

bossy-boots noun 










Boston coffee | bottom 


Boston coffee noun i lea. A historical allusion to the Boston Tea 
Party os, i960. 2 coffee with a lot of cream or milk os, 195s 
Boston Glob nickname the Boston Globe newspaper os, mi 
Boston marriage noun an arrangement in which two women live 
together in an outwardly platonic relationship os 2091 
Boston quarter noun a tip oftjJyp?®n6en cents, A jab at the 
parsimony of New Englanders os, m2 
Boston screwdriver noun a bairtmer os, 1%9 
Boston States noun New England, from the Maritime Provinces 
perspective Canada. 194s 

Boston tea party noun a sexual fetish in which the sadist defecates 
or urinates on the ma?ochf&us wez 
bot noun 1 the hull I the 1 m Al pelt bott' uk, mi 2an 
on-line software agent that performs a specified task. Shorter 
'robot' os 1996. 3 a habitual cadger. I rom the sense as 'a parasitic 
worm, a maggot' Australia, 191 6 
bot verb t 1921 

-bot suffix used in combination with a noun or abbreviated noun to 
create a robotic entity or creature with mechanical characteristics, 
'robot us, rare 

botanist noun a physician who views his patients as having plant- 
intelligence tos, aw 

Botany Bay verb run a m in t 1 n iv Bay was the 

name given to the original penal settlement in Australia Australia, 

Botch nickname 

bother noun trouble UK 1S34 

bother verb ► bother your arse; bother your shirt; bother 
your bunnit; bother your puff to make an effort. Glasgow slang 

UK: SCQTVmp, 1985 

bother!; bother it! used for registering annoyance ok islo 
botheration noun annoyance; nuisance. Often used as an 
eKlamattern of annoyance uk 1 nr 
bothered! used 1 ill rexpressing i lack of care or interest 
in something that has just bean spoken of uk sax 
both-eye principle noun the careful surveillance of company oper¬ 
ations, in a large family business Canada, 21x2 
both ways noun 1 11 bill i hor I ^ wtc will finish 
a race in the first three. Also heard as 'each way’ uk, im. 2 a bet in 
craps both that the shooter will win and that the shooter will lose, 
r craps gamheis can be! laa; die dioelw will win bar. I e w' 
lose, or both us, nso. ► go both ways 1 to be willing to play both 
the active and passive role in homosexual sex us, 1972. 2 to be 
bisexual vs, m 

Botties; Botanicals nickname the Royal Botanical Gardens in 
Sydney, Australia Australia, mi 

bottle noun 1 courage, nerve, spirits A figurative sense of the 
rhyming slang bottle and glass, (arse). If you lose your nerve you 
are said to lose your bottle' (to lose control of your arse), literally 
'to defecate uncontrol ab y as a result of fear' uk ms. 2 a dose of 
crack cocaine, whether or not it is actually in a small bottle us 1992. 
3 

liquid form us m 4 in betting, odds of 2-1 uk urn. 5 in electric 

► on the 

bottle engaged 1 I I 1 I ..- I mg bottle of 

fizz for the whiz arc thus a direct translation from on the whiz uk, 
200. ► the bottle, big house, or box in twelve-step recovery 
programmes such ns Alcohi lies Anonymous, used as a description 
of the three options for an addict who does not recover from 
addiction - a return to drinking, prison 4nd death 
bottle verb 1 to attack someone with a bottle, especially in the face 
uk 1984. 2 to lose your nerve, la back down A contraction of 
bottle out; a contradiction of bottle (nerve). Often in the 
expression 'bottle it’ uk 1 999. 3 to have anal sex, especially with a 
woman. From rhyming slang bottle and glass (arse) uk mi. 4 of a 


Wan, to have sex with a woman; to impregnate a woman uk mi. 

5 to lick someone's anus Homosexual use; from rhyming slang 
bottle and glass (arse) uk, mu. 6 lo smell badly, lo slink uk on. 

7 in prison, to conceal articles such as drugs or money In the 
rectum. From rhyming slang bottle and glass (arse)uk ims. 
bottle and glass nouni qi 1 tin ele int bei 1 1 ur Pi lyrning slang 
for class, usually a' a w gat vt ut >; 1. 2 the backside; the anus, 
■fian be shortened to 'bottled Rhyming slaftgfer arse. This rhyme 
extends to A^RfwiN paris uk 1930 

bottle and a half noun in betting, odds of 5-2. In bookmaker slang 
bottle is 2-1, here the addition of a half increases the odds to 
2m or 5-2. uk 1991 

bottle and stopper noun ng for copper 

Sometimes shortened to 'bottle' us, ms 
bottle baby noun art algtote^ ite 

bottle blonde noun a person whose blonde hair is the result of 
' Mgpjg not nature us, MS 

bottle-cap colonel noun a lieutenant colonel in the US Army. 

Vietnam war usage I rom the insignia us, me 
bottle club noun hi ne iisguised as a club In an attempt to 
laws us mi 

bottle dealer noun a drug dealer who sells pills in large quantities 

mm 

bottle-fed adjective i I l i n in i i i i i I -iiig tested with 
petrol fed from a bottle through a rubber hbs# us, 1992 
bottle man noun a drunkard us >944 

bottle merchant; bottler noun 1 ird m ne who loses 
nerve. From bottle (nerve) and bottle out (to lose your nerve) 


bottleneck noun 1 1 style of guitar pi 1 in h h a smooth piece 
•ig. metal or glass is moved smoothly up and down the fretboard 
treating a glissando ef%ft' The original device was, in fact, the 
neckofa bottle worn over the finger us. no. 2a marijuana pipe 
made fnlttithe neck of a ibdec dr soft drink bottle SDum Africa 2004 
bottle of beer noun the e 11 I. I in 1 1 used in full uk 

bottle of fizz ran i >rk a i pick; hi < teal something 
quickly as an opportunity arises. Rhyming slang for the whizz 
( pickpoekpfing) uk ®js 

bottle of scent noun a 1 1,1 lion ual. Rhyming dang for bent 

bottle of water noun a daughter, sfthyfning slang uk mi 
bottle-oh noun and sells used bottles 

AUSTRALIA, 1898 

bottle out verb i bottle (nerve), a 

contraction of 'bottle fSiileh out’ uk, 1979 
bottler noun 1 a mar 10 takes the tive r< e in anal sex. Extended 
from the verb bottll (to h; ve ailal sex) uk no. 2 someone or 
something that is excellent Origin unknown Australia, iss 5. 3 a 
collector of fnofteyfdr a street-entertainer. Used by sbdwfrWand 
buskers uk ms >see: bottle merchant 
bottler; bottling adjective super it! I I el lent Australia. 1959 

bottletop noun of some value. Rhyming 

slang on cop (to obtain) but used as a noun; sometimes 
.abbreviated td; 'bottle' uk is« 

bottle top verb to catch gain or inderstand 1 lething. Rhyming 
slang on various senses of the verb cop Sometimes heard as an 
abbreviated "bottle' uk 

bottle to the field noun in racing, bookmaker's odds of 2-1 uk 190,7 
bottle up verb to repress or contain your feelings uk 1853 

bottle up and go verb is Heave us w 

bottley adjective nervous. From bottle (courage, nerve, spirits) uk 2000 
bottom nouni the buttocks. A colloquial usage, delightfully defined 
in the Oxtbrd inglish Dictionary as follows; 'The sitting part of a 
man, the posteriors, the seat' ui 11 : 2 the submissive partner in 
a homosexual or sado-friaixhistic relationship us. mi 
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Bottom | bow-cat 


Bottom nickname Miami, Florida US, 1991 

bottom bitch noun the pimp's favourite of the prostitutes working 
for him; the leader of the pras&tB$Sjt& jss? 

bottom burp; botty burp; burp; botty banger noun a fart uk 1994 
bottom dollar noun your ast dollar Herd in l he context of betting 
youf IJOtWrrr.dotfar' us. 1954 

bottom end noun in drag racing, the jSeaion Of the track just cftir 
the Sorting line us. i 960 

bottom feeder noun 1 is who grasps 

any Opportunity or means of survival An affusion to the 
underwater lifestyle of certain fish us, i 960 . 2 in poker, a low-betting 
player who tries to eke out meagre winnings.against unS|t.?M 

bottom fisher noun 1 k investor I kin 1 1 icks with a poor 
recent showing us. ms 

bottom girl noun ites working for 

him; Hie leader of the prostitutes us, 1973 
bottom line noun the Inal analysis u$ 

bottom man noun the passive partner in a homosexual relationship 

bottoms noun i two identical 

faces us, 1902. 2 the worst us, 1955 

bottom's up noun i n n i ii n i inal ind/or vaginal sex, in 
which the passive partner lies on their stomach us, i 960 
bottoms up! used as a toast, rrom drinking by upturning a glass or 
a bottle uk, 1917 

bottom weight a minimum amount UK m2 

bottom woman noun 

working fogfo, the leader of the prostitutes us wm 
Botts' dots noun ma >um[ lelineating 11- on motorways us. 


botzelbaum pie noun 

Waterloo County, Ontario Canada, 2001 
boubou noun crack cocaine A possible play on bebe, boulya or 
aOLA oi a •-crock cocaine) UK ism, 

bouchernoun in 11 in ntar 1 1 I II rlayer.fi uther is French 
for 'butcher', and is applied to fiddle playing from the fart tfj«',fh# 
player :, saws .and saws' to make music Canada 19m 
boudoir noun an Spy tent us, ms 
bougie; bouji adjective bourgeois us. i&$. 
boulder; boulders noun crack cocaine; a piece of crack cocaine. 

Builton the rock metaphor us im 
boulder baby noun rock metaphor 

US 2002 

boulder-holder; over-the-shoulder boulder-holder noun a 

brassiere!*; 1970 

boulevard noun 1 a long, straight hallway us. ms. 2 in trucking, a 
major motorway us, is 86 

boulevard boy noun a young male prostitute in an urban setting us 


boulya noun crack cocaine. A possible play on boulder (crack 

bounce nouni 1 I 1 hi .11 1 1 2 a jail or prison 

sentence us. 1957. 3 an air-to-air attack us, 1943. 4 in horse racing, a 
poorly run ► on the 

bounce const ► the bounce 

bouncers, door-security, collectively uk 2005 
bounce vert 1 to maintain order in a bar or nightclub, ejecting 
people from the premises if necessary us, 1874. 2 (of a cheque) to 
be returned as worthless by the bank with which it has been 
drawn us 1936. 3 to eave us, mi 4 (used of a message sent 
electronically) to return to the sender, undeliverable as addressed 


us, mi. 5 to pay; to provide without charge us 1970. 6 to activate a 
car’s suspension system so as to cause the car to bounce up and 

bounce back ™un the return chin overdraft us. 2949 

bounce back verb 

bouncer nouni loyed to 

fnjaintain and restore order in a bar, restaurant, club or pffforr'r> 
ance. In the UK, 'bouncers' collectively are the bounce, us im. 

2 the female breast Obvious imagery and, equally obvious, usually 
In the plural uk, 1972. 3 a brakevan (caboose) US, 1 946 
bounce shot noun in a dice game, a type of controlled shot by a 
skilled’ cheat tsh w 

bouncing Betty noun a land-mine first used in World War 2, preva¬ 
lent in Vietnam, that bounces waist-high and then sprays shrapnel 
when triggered u$ ?se. 
bouncing powder noun cocaine us 
bouncy-bouncy noun sexual intercourse us, ism 
bounder noun m< m hose manner r company are 
unacceptable; hence a vulgar and unwelcome pretender to polite 
society; a nuisaneicfurviveS in tb® usage, often applied to 
inanimate objects uk isss 
boungy; bungy noun the anus Bahamas, m2 
bounty noun a hi i k persor 1 ide th the hite authorities. 
Derives from 'Bounty', a chocolate and coconut confection that is 
brown on the outside and white on. the Wider!*, 19% 

Bounty bar noun hi In n persor hoi nsidered to have 
exchanged heritage and community values for acceptance by 
ifejiite society. After the chocolate coated coconut branded 
confectionery. British Indian (Hindi) ui%th slang UK2006 
bouquet straight noun in poker, a sequenced hand comprised of all 
red or all black suits, but not a flush If looks impressive, but is 
worth rjjj.irbbre than any non-flush straight us. is% 

bourbon bibber noun n . 11 1 1 1 

Bourke shower noun a dust storm, Bourke is an inland town ® 

New South Wales. Other locations similarly used by nature, 
weather and irony: Bedourie, Bogan, Cobar, Darling, Wilcannia and 
Wimmera Australia, imS 

Bournville Boulevard noun (he anus, the leclum Cadbury's 
chocolate is made m BtaWrlla; in Birmingham; a- UK version of 

HERSHEY HIGHWAY UK 1997 

Boutros Boutros Ghali; boutros noun cocaine. Rhyming slang for 
Charlie (cocaine), formed on the name of the Secretary General of 
tig United Nations, t992-1996.fig*ai» 
bovina noun in I m u I u nan pecially one with 

large breasts us nso 

bovver noun trouble igh ng i lent beha i ur - pecially when 
associated with skinhead culture. ’From a London pronunciation; Sf 

bovver boot noun a lie i I H I i - I i 11 king-weapon, 
$t#reoty:pfeblly worn by a skinhead uk ism 
bovver boy noun a member of a hooligan gang, generally character¬ 
ised as a skinhead, and therefore associated with extreme right- 
wing; racist violence. Extent^ from bower (trouble) and very 
jiSfely seen in the singular uk 1970 

bow noun the elbow Elbows used hr establish position are a key part 
of the anatomy in basketball us cm. ► on the bow gratis; 
scrounging; From an earlier, related sense (without paying) uk 1938 
bow vert to perform an act of oral sex f rom the conventional sense 
(bending at the waist) Jamaica, 199s 

bow and arrow noun 1 a native American Indian; Indian ancestry us, 
1930. 2 a sparrow. Cockney rhyming slang uk, 1931 
bow-and-arrow adjective not armed with a pistol us, ism 
bow and quiver noun the liver, especially in contexts of irritability or 
liverishness. Rhyming i&ngta; isei 
bow-cat noun a man who foliates. A combination of bow (oral sex) 
and cat (a man) Jamaica, 1995 




bower bird | box shot 
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bower bird noun i ivid II- i man and arious things. From 
the mating habit of certain male bower birds which collect 
■coloured items to make a females Ausmtikjais 

bowl noun i a pipe f i n mu n iii'n i In aish or crack cocaine 
us, 1974. 2 an approximate measure ol marijuana, between one 
thirtyseconct and or.e sixteenth of an ounce. The amount needed 
to fill a pipe us, 1972. 3 In cricket, a period of bowling uk mi 
bowl basher noui itralia, ms 

bowl brandy noun faeces, excrement uk. mi. 
bowlegged adjective ent US, 199o 

bowler noun in u i I 1 1 i i i i i i | iblyfrom 'bow', 
abbreviated from bow-wow, with the suffix -er Ireland, m3 
bowling green noun a 11 i re In rail line uk mo 
bowl it around verb to strut and posture in an unsubtly masculine 
way. Teen 

bowlodromenouna bowling alley us, 1953 
bowlster noun a bowler us, »& 

bows no™ ► take bows to falsel take redit or something us. 1997 
bowser noun it 2 / person us ms. 

3 a petrol pump Australia, re/s 

bowser bag noun a container - I I estaurants to package 
pfifinished meals to be taken home by diners. A variation on the 
more common doggy bag us ress 

bowsie noun a disreputable drunkard, a lout, a quarrelsome drunkard 

fsso 

bowsprit noun an erect penis. I! does not take much imagination to 
see the comparison uk, 1741 

bow tie noun 1 2 a 

Chevrolet car us 1993 

bow-wow noun a 'dog', literally and in its slang senses us, 1935 
box noun 1 the vagina; a woman uk m :. 2 the posterior, the 
buttocks. Originally black, then gay usage us ms. 3 a jail or prison. 
Usually heard as 'the box’ us 1995. 4 a secure prison cubicle for a 
one-to-one visit uk ms. 5 a cel used foi so itary confinement us. 
1976. 6 a safe m, 1902. 7 in a court of lew, the witness box Australia, 
1973. 8 approximately 20 one-kilogram plates of pressed hashish 
Canada, 2002. 9 a small amount of marijuana, approximately 
enough to fill a matchbox us 191,7. 10 a guitar. May also refer to a 
banjo US, 1911. 11 a piano us nos. 12 a record player UK 1924. 13 a 
large, portable radio and tape player. A shortened ghetto box c*g. 
1985. 14 televis 15 a polygraph 

ma 16 17 

showroom us, ism. 18 a coffin uk. um 19 in bar dice games, a 
leather or vinyl cup used to shake dice before spitting them out us,, 
1976. 20 in horse racing, a combination bet that covers many differ¬ 
ent possible outcome w 21 in horse racing, a horse stall 
' str L 22 a pool table peci I n ne US, im. 23 in 
the spoit of fen 1 1 I 1 1 rding apparatus uk 1988. 24a 

reinforced item of underwear designed to protect a sportsman's 
genital / 25 a pei / 1 I is pr 11 I 1 of touch with 

current trend, flu I.I square t 26 in the Royal 

Air Force, an aircraft ..ill 1 27 in the Vietnam 

war, an aerial target zone approximately 5/8 of a mile wide by 2 

28 e ► in 

the box 1 engaged in vaginal e 2 I din Irugs 

► off your box; out of your box 1 drunk or drug-intoxicated 
uk mi. 2 menial y disturbed; behaving erratically Perhaps an 
allusion to the Greek myth of Pandora's box and the evils It 

coi ► out of the box in motor racing, exactly as 

produced by the manufacturer, without any modifications us, 1993. 

► put someone in the box to kill someone us, 2000 . ► take a 
box to defecate Ireland, 1995. ► take someone out of the box 
to kill someone us,i$bs 

box verb 1 to confirm the death of a hospital patient us, 1977. 2 to die 
us, 1994. 3 in an illegal ottery, to bet on a group of related numbers 
rather than a single number us, 1974. 4 to make a mistake; to 
muddle things Originally referred to mixing flocks of sheep 
Australia, 1873. ► box clever i use your i to behave shrewdly 
uk 1936. ► box the fox l e Ireland, 


me. ► couldn't box chocolates; couldn't box kippers to be a 

poor quality boxer Punning on conventiona senses of'box' uk, rear, 
Box 100 noun tf a given to police 

by inforntiints us 1979 

box bag noun the n unt narijuana he bag) vliich can be 
bought for a carton of cigarettes (the box) us, 1992 
box boy noun a DJ's assistant who has the responsibility for the DJ's 
boxes of records m mi 


boxcar noun 1 any four-engine bomber us, m,. 2 a prison cell us m2. 

3 an amphetamine 01 central nervous system stimulant us, 1992 
boxcar numbers noun a lot of money us, 1950 
boxcars nouni high numbers 

used to identify railway carriages us, 1934.2 in a game of dice, a roll 
of two sixes us, 1949. 3 in poker, a pair of sixes or three sixes. A 
borrowing from the game of craps us, 1 4 any large number; a 

long prison sentence ih 
boxcar tourist noun 1 hoi 1 ling I li 1 ht train 
boxed adjective 1 I 2 

toned us 1997. 3 incarcerated US mo 
boxer nouni an urban youth with a large and loud portable radio 
and tape player uk re®. 2aperson running a game of two-up 
Australia, mi. 3 a railway boxcar us, 1977 
boxes noun in crapsj a, rdf-ftf two. fours us re® 

Box Five; Box Six; Box nickname ence services 


boxfresh adjective I | I It ill ml 111 II 

boxie noun a person with bleached blond hair us re® 
boxies noun boxer: (Shorts, 2001 

boxing glove noun a condom P aying on box (the vagina; the male 
I 1 il I i 11 GLOVE ' 1 I l"l 11 

boxing Josh noun n 1 mil 1 1 vims re® 

box-it noun a mixture of cheap wine and cider uk m2 
box-kicker noun a supply clerk in the US Marines us ms 
boxlanounbi lit e. Lacr - 1 In 1 mi- was played 
ptacticaity without side boundaries and with foals as much as a 
half mile apart Box lacrosse intrfdjueed slible; btaafcls arid a playing 
surface the size of a hockey rink Canada, 1958 
box lunch; box lunch at the Y noun oral sex on a woman. The 
character Y resembles a woman's groin; plays on box (the vagina) 


box man noun a . I I [ ialist in breaking into safes us. 


box of birds; box of ducks noun a state of great contentment,/vfw 
z&tuwa 1943 

box of fruit; bowl of fruit noun a suit Rhyming slang new Zealand, 


box of L noun a box of 100 am; ul 1 mu methamphet- 
-isjfhjne hydrochloride (trade name Methedrine™), a central nervous 
system stirnffimus im 

box of sharks noun i In pr ing great si prise, in phrases 
Such as; 'she nearly gave biftb to a box of sharks' Canada, 1984 
box of tricks; bag of tricks noun a tool box, or any similar 
receptacle, a notional repertoire of tools and skills needed for any 
purpose uk 1953 

box-on noun a: fight, a struggle Australia. 1919 
box on verb to continue f 1 1 per ere ith mytliing import¬ 
ant or strenuous Australia, 1919 

box on wheels noun a hearse US, im 


box screw noun a bank guard us, 1 949 

box seat noun ll ea off a beach for a surfer 

'•'|p catch a wave Australia, ises 


box shot noun in a dice game in wfliehrthe" dice are rolled: from a 
cup, a controlled shot us 1950 
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box slugger | brahma; Brahma 


box slugger noun nto safes us 

box someone's ears verb lo h'l someone round the head uk raw 
box tool noun ii i i I used for reakin i t safe us. 1972 
box-up noun a mix-up, a confusion. Also used a verb and, as 'boxed- 
£jp an: adjective Australia, ms 

boy noun 1 heroin us, 1953. 2 the penis Ireland, 1992. 3 a male friend. 
Connotes after 1 1 mil ill 4 a homosexual male 

prostitute us. wi. 5 a lesbian us, 1997. 6 a boxer or wrestler us. 1977. 

7 In a deck of playing cards, a jack 01 knave us, m. 8 In horse 
racing, a jockey us, 1951. 9 a dollar; money uk. 17so 
boy beaver noun he ma rgans and pubi hair us, 1987 

boychiknoun it 1 1.. mil ■ 1 hick As is the 

case with most diminuitives, used with affection; coined by 
Yiddish speakers in America us. 1951 
boyf noun a boyfriend R#. 
boy-gal noun a male homosexual us, 1990 
boy-girl noun 

boy-hole noun 1 1 1 tnd passive hon ual male. Sexual 

objectification us. 1997 
boy in the boat noumg^tgtfiis us. 19m 
boykie; boytjie noun a boy, a youth; used as an admiring form of 
address to a man. An Anglo-Afrikaans diminutive of 'boy' south 

boyno hello uk. 2002 

boyo noun 1 used as a good-hm.ired f rm 1 iddress to a man. 

An elaboration ol 'boy', stereotypical^ Irish 01 Welsh Ireland, ms. 

2 a Welsh man. Somewhat 0, nor rang; after what is thought to be 
4 stereotypically Welsh form of address u*$ as?T 

boyo adjective I II " I i m | hi I I'l I u j men US. 1970 
boy! oh boy! used t 1 g ring shod ip 11 - satisfaction, etc; 
also used to emphasise 01 draw attention to the statement that 
follows us, lapf. 

boys noun i the in rle emtal Ii m I IE 1990-98). Both 

Seinfeld and his wacky neighbour Kramer (Michael Richards) 
referred to their genitals as 'my boys'. Repeated with referential 
humour us, ms. 2 a group of homosexual male friends; collectively, 
the male homosexual community us i m. 3 racketeers us, 1979. 

4 used by professional wrest ers to refer to other professional 
wrestler us 5 sledge ► do the boys to 

engage in homosexual activity us 20® 
boys and girls noun heroin and cocaine, mixed and Injected 
together us, m 

boy SCOUt noun 1 2 

extremely, and usually distressingly, sincere us 1997 
boyshape noun a btspaaBii ifesn slang uk 2003 
boysienoun used as a term of address to a boy or man Australia, 1929 
boys in blue noun 11 e | ice ilors; U ederal troops Rarely, if 
ever, occurs in the singular Derives from the colour of the uni¬ 
form, sometimes heard as 'men in blue' or 'gspilefgel In blue’ 


Boy's Town noun a city neighbourhood dominated by homosexual 
men. A play on Father I anagan's Boys Hone, a home for delin¬ 
quent and homeless boys in dfllfia, Nebraska us, 1984 
boys' toy; big boys’ toy noun any automotive, mechanical or elec¬ 
tronic piece of tech nology designed lo appea lo men, especially 
an unnecessary She;, a gadget uk 2000 

boy toy noun a young ittra.no man who is the object 

of sexual desire of their elders, homosexua or heterosexual us, 1989 
boy wonder noun a man not held in high esteem. An ironic usage 

AUSTRALIA, 1954 


bozonouni a l mi 1 u In he U he Her ense of'bozo'as'a 
fellow' was supplanted by the figure BozQthg Clown, who first 
appeared on record in 1946 and! then became a fixture on local 
television programmes throughout the US beginning in 194f tts, 

1916. 2 heroin uk ms. 3 an ounce of heroin us 1992 
bozotic adjective in computing, ridiculous us mi 
BP nouni in hi i I intin i ii i the player who places the 

large bets based on cues from other members of the team who 
have been counting cards at.a particular table. An intialism for 'Pig 
player' us mi. 2 m American casinos, a serious gambler. The 
initials stand for 'Pig/'layer' us, ms. 3 a young prostitute. An 
■abbreviation fif 'Paby prof tip.taw 
BPOM noun in horn exua horthand 1 rge r man with a large 
hfterrfs, a Pig pie^bfmeat'US. 

BPS noun a wooder tick user >y police >r pr< ring a corpse. New 
York police slang; an abbreviation of 'Prain-picking stick' us, im 
BQ noun a male homosexual who favours ana sex. An abbreviation 

Of BROWNIE QUEEN US, 1964 

BR noun 1 a bankroll us, nis. 2 money. From the term 'bankroll' us 
ms. 3 In carnival usage,, ny hyperbolic story. An extension of the 
Mpoll' sense, the roll of money used by the operator of a rigged 
game to distract and divert the attention of a player from how the 
game is rigged us ms. 4 Banana Republic M , a chain of shops 
selling casual clothing us, w? 

bra noun used for addressing a friend foonetic abbreviation of 
BROTHER (a fellOW) UK 1968 

brace verb to apprehend s< >r leone; t rrest si imeone; to accost 
someehe-us iss9 

brace and bit; brace noun i the equipment needed to prepare and 
Inject a drug. Rhyming slang, from outfit newzeauxnd, 1999. 2 the 
female breast. Rhyming slang for tit; usually in. the plural. 
Sometimes shortened hi 'brace' us, 192 . 3 an act 0! defecation. 
Rhyming slangufor shit. Sometimes shortened to 'brace' ukOkb 
brace face noun rn per n earir 1 th I 1 it u brace us, mi 

bracelet play noun iii | I 1 1 h 1 II ratty play. An alii n 

to the 'bracelet prize' in the World Series of Poker us, 19* 
bracelets noun handcuffs uk. mi 
bracer noun any strong drink us, isso 

brace-up noun a prison- or police-cell uk 1974 
brace work noun p rly execu 1 ma ing 1 the back of cards by 
card cheats us 1x1 

bra chute noun a type of parachute malfunction us #e-- 
bracket noun 1 ly as part of a 

threat; 'a punch up the bracket'; probably coin®, by scriptwriters 
Ray Galton and Alan 'SiiTrpsQn, uk 1 984 
Bradman pills noun ay jockeys to 

lose weight. An allusforrto cricket legend Donald Bradman; if you 
take enough Siurfeties, you will make a hundred .runs before luncfor * 

$ UA - 1989 

Brad Pitt; brad noun rn act 1 E h 1 Rl ming langforsHiT 
formed on the rffinjfeof American film-actor Brad Pitt (b.1963) uk 

brads noun money uk. 1812 

Brady noun a theatre seat re er ed 1 1 11 - I 11 lire theatre 
management. An allusion lo Wil iam Brady (1863-1950), American 
impresario us, mi 

braff adjective worthless uk 2 @j 

braggadocious; bragadocious adjective boastful us, 19S6 
brag-rag noun a 1 bbon us, i960 

brah noun used as a tenn nl 1 I Ire m 1 fing male to young 
syrfirigmle A surfer's 'brother' us mi 








Brahms and Liszt; Brahms | brassies 


brain candy noun an insignificant entertainmen 
opposed to something that requires thought u: 

brain cramp noun a mental error us m2 
brain damage noun hgfoiri wc fflss 
brain-damaged adjective in compiiling. dearly w 
brain derby noun a test or examination us. mi 
brain donor noun an diet Hie image of an em| 
brain drain noun 1 me 


brainiac noun a very i 
brainless adjective 1 ve 


ndition that exists when a tight-fitting pair 
nrng suteor other garment forms a wedge 
bia, accentuating their shape, A visual image 


Brancher nickname 


brandy snap noun 

brannigan noun 1 br I I 1-1 1 >r figurative 1 1 

brap adjective excellent 

brap! brap!: brap! brap! brap! usedilftfiipessing pi 


brasser; brazzer noun a female of dubioi 


brain trust noun a group ol expert 


brass farthing noun a t 
brass-happy adjective ex 






brass man | breakbeat 


brass man noun a confidence trickster I tom earlier ‘brass' (a horse¬ 
racing Confidence trick) AUSTRALIA. m 
brass monkey noun used in a number ol figures of speech, 
especially as a basis for comparison us. w 
brass-monkey adjective ae of nautical 

origin but the popular etymology involving powder monkeys and 
cannon balls remains unproven. Usually as 'brass-monkeys' or 
'brass-monkey weather'; from thfeiprase 'cold enough to freeze 
ffe balls off a brass monkey''!*, jkz 
brass nail; brass noun tail (a 

woman sexually objectified), also punning on something you buy 

brass razoo noun 

brass ring noun an elusive but valuable prize us, early 1950s 

brass tacks noun il 11 - 1 1 id the ba reali Rhyming slang for 

'feds' 

brass up verb 1 to pay money (a, 1 898. 2 to rebuke someone 
BARBADOS, 1965 


brassy adjective 1 nil ill 1 I p but flashy ; 

prostitute-like. A variation of an earlier, obsolete sense (impudent 
and shameless), prisftiJly from brass (nail) (a prostitute), but note 
the bright appearance erf polished brass, a relatively cheap metal 

brat noun 1 a chil I | 1 a it nil me junior 1 baby. Possibly 
from Scottish dialect bratchart uk. no :. 2 a young and/or weak man 
used as aypassit^ hBrrioSexctabpartnei; especially in prisb'ntg; mi 
brat pack nickname i i i un llm 1 1 1 ho played roles in 

John Hughes films ol the 980s. I requently mentioned as 
members of the group included Anthony Michael Hall, ErniiltO 
Estevez,. Charlie Sheen, Judd Nelson, Mofty Ringoldi, Rob Lowe and 
Ally Sheedy. A play on the Sinatra-centric Rat Pack of the 1950s 
and 60s us, 1985 

bravo noun a soldier in the US infantry. Vietnam war coinage and 
usage u$ujsij 

bravo delta noun nonfur i tio li ig [liece of hardware. A phonetic- 
alphabet euphemism for 'broke dick' us. 1988 
brawl noun a rowdy party us, 1927 

brazil verb to de loan Canada, 1989 

Brazilian landing strip; Brazilian noun thftflmnmng of a 
woman's pubic hair such that only a narrow strip remains; the 
result thereof HS 2001 
Brazil water noun co?‘ee 'A 1949 


BRB used in computer message shorthand to mean 'be right back' 
brea noun heroin 1/4., sim 

breach noun ► in the breach in poker, first to act in a given situ- 

bread noun 1 money. I he term was used ,11 east as early as the 
1930s, but it did not gain wide acceptance until the 1960sus ms. 

2 ship's biscuits TRISTAN DA CUNHA, 1910 
bread and bread noun a homosexual couple; more generally, any 
- iSp combination of two simitar things uk 1984 
bread and butter noun i a livelihood, the means of living; a basic, 
motivating interest uk i83i 2 used by bookmakers to describe bets 
by inexperienced, unskilled bettors Australia 1989. 3acrazy person. 
Rhyming slang for nutter uK 1992 
bread and butter! >ple who are 

walking side-by-side are momenQrijy separated by a person of? 
object US, a?9 

bread and cheese verb to sneeze Rhyming slang also used as a 


bread and jam noun a tram Australia, 1902 

bread and lard adjective hard uk, mi 


breadbasket noun the stomach, uk ms 

bread box noun 1 h 1 n - r-kn 11 ousin of 

BREADBASKETO )/» 2a Mill ill ea I I I ell into US, 1949 
breaded adjective ealth I n ml n lad [m ney] uk 2005 
breadfruit swopper noun 1 1 - iir il p person Barbados, 

bread hooks noun M 11 ge In hands Canada, 1973 
bread knife noun a wife. Rhyming slangf* 2003 
breads noun money Bahamas, life. 

breadwinner noun the pei 1 - lonsible for upporting a family. 

Oiawfiufiiit bread (money) uk mi 
break nouni in hip-hop culture, an instrumental section from any 
recorded source that is mixed with other similar selections to 
make a new piece of music us. 1993. 2 a piece of luck, good unless 
otherwise qualified, e g 'bad break' us 1926. 3 a break-in, or Illicit 
entry, into a:«|ilBingt*, m 9 

break verb 1 to 1 2 lackjack, to exceed 

21 points, losing the hand us, 1991. 3 to run away us, 1993. 4 in 
theatrical use, to stop work during or at the end of rehearsal, e,g. 
'the cast broke for tea' uk 1914. 5 of money, 10 change a coin or a 
note into coins or notes of sma lei denominations uk, ism. 6to 
steal something us 003. 7 to do something to excess us. cm. 

► break bad t ictinathr 1 1 11.. manner us 1997. 

► break camp to leave 

► break fives to shake hands Barbados, mu. ► break his (or 

her) cherry (used r race!.he 11 1 lace in a racing 

car ► break ill ilunder us, 1989. 

► break it big to win a great deal of money Australia, 1954. 

► break it down 1 > 0 an in lerative, stop talking! 

Australia. 1944. ► break luck i i | i h u i have sex with the 
first customer ► break out into 

assholes to be m I frigf red ► break out the 

rag to lose your tei i ft ii re ►break 

someone's balls ► break 

someone's chops to give someone a hard time, to harass 

► break starch to pul on a fresh uniform 
us, 1968 . ► break stick in ears m i me or counsel 
Grenada. 2002 ► break tape lo fire your weapon. Vietnam war 
usage us, 1991. ► break the bank 10 divide she winnings up 
among members of a blackjack counting team vs, mi. ► break 
the house 

to win a gieat deal < 1 1 1 rom th house 1 1 ► break 
the night to stay up all mghl vs mv. ► break the seal to 
urinate for the first time in a serious bout of drinking. Subsequent 
visits to the toilet will occur with urgent regularity after 'breaking 
the seal' uk. 2002. ► break the sound barrier to fart. Probably 
dating to the late 1960s when the test-flights of supersonic airliner 
Concorde first made the potential simi e wide y-known Canada, 1 984. 

► break watches luring a 

morning workout us. 195/. ► break weak lo back down from a 
confrontation us, 1992. ► break wide to leave us, m2. ► break 
wind 1 to fait v/ , * 2 to Ii - in the I 1 I 1 > lion in a group of 
trucks travelling aforrg a motorway together. (adfo- 

usage us, 

breakage noun in horse icin pari-mutuel bettin the change left 
over after paying;djfijbets.tP the nearest nickel, dime or dollar pf 

break a leg! 1 tn actor, g< 1 luck! Theatrical uperstition con¬ 
siders a wish ol good luck lo be tempting lale Folk-etymology 
offers the example of American actor John Wilkes Booth who 
assassinated President Abraham Lincoln. The. assassin jumped 1 on 
stage and nroky his leg. Unlikely. It is remembered in use in the 
1930s, and is suspected to be of English origin, it is certainly 
widely used in the UK'jSsf.faKf 

breakaway noun 1 1 1 1- t |uipmen I thing that will tear 

free from a police officer s body during a fight us m2. 2 in 
television; and film making, a prop designed to break easily up©|% 
impact us. 1990 


bread and point noun a meagre meal, mainly bread Another breakbeat noun in contem; rai lance culture, a impled beat that 

surviving, related expression is 'bread and pu lef or 'pull-it' Canada, is looped to creaie a rhythmic pattern; hence, a musical style us. 








breakdancer; breaker | brewdog 
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breakdancer; breaker noun a dancer who finds expression in the 
rhythms of hip-hop music US. 1984 

breakdancing no™ an e > the rhythms 

ipf hip-hop; often danced competitively. The origin of hip-hop^- 
credited to New York DJ Kcof Here who mixed in rhythmic 
'breakdown parts' which dancss-iten interpreted us. 19m 
breakdown noun i a shotgun us. 1994. 2 a noisy, rowdy party Jamaica, 


break down ran 1 - ilain omething us, ms 
breaker noun 1 a citizens' band radio user. Usage extended from the 
..announcement of a citizens' band radio user's presence on a 
waveband us, ozs. 2 in horse racing, a horse that starts a race with 
a great burst of speed us. m2 

breaker!; break! used for announcing your presence on citizens' 
band radio. Literally announcing someone Who wishes to 'break-in' 
: l^the airwaves, often formulated with information on dn^|jisi% 
radio channel, road number or type sought us ms 

breakers noun in er in gar.. car< that qualify a player 

to open betting os isss 

breakers ahead! ■ c>f impending 

‘poblerns. Of obvious nautical ojlfc; from the cry cCthi 
masthead lookout us. rae 
breakfast burrito noun the penis uk 20 b 

breakfast club noun clubs close at 

rtfam stayingoperjisratiI the early morning when breakfast is 
served us. 1954 

breakfast of champions noun 1 simultaneous, mutual oral sex 
Australia. 1985. 2 crack cocaine A new, ironic application for the 
slogan used by Wheaties™ sifte the 1930s; adopted as the title of 
■&-1973 novel by Kurt Vmnegut Jr, and released asa|ljj$?in 19ft} 
uk. 1998. 3 beer us me 

breakfast of losers noun methaqua one, the recreational drug best 
known as Quaaludes™. Punning on the slogan of a popular cereal 
brand - 'breakfast of champions’ts wsz 

breakfast time noun ► to breakfast time to eternity AUS?Mpt, 


breaking noun break dancing, especially its gymnastic and acrobatic 
aspect us. i984 

break in the weather noun in helling on horse racing, a change of 

1989 

break into rail to achieve an entrance into an occupation or 

break it off! give me your money! us, m? 
break loose rail in Im it i I etracti i rnd pin the wheels 
without movipg'OS iwo 

break-luck noun a prostitute's first customer of the day us, 1993 

break man noun ihe opening of 

M|lf!the 97$ 

break out verb to leave sissz 

breakup noun in-1 1 the 1 n bet ''-1 nter and summer us, 


breather crimp noun a virtuall undete rl bend or crease put 
onto a playing card by a cheat or a conjuror 2003 
Breather U noun iny college th a p > iort programme. 
; ',W!Bm@ataaSto those who attach impoitaneesto a college's sports 
programme us, 1988 

breath of God noun crack cocaine us. m 
breck noun breakfast us 19m 
brecko noun b$fe^fest Australia ism 

bredda nouni 1 brother, a fell bla 1 1 I 1 netic spelling of 
West Indian pronunciation West Indian and UK black 1992. 2 a boy 

JAMAICA, 2000 

bredgie noun ruth slang uk. 


bredren; bredrin noun a man's friend; friends; a (ellow youth gang 
member. Conventi nil breti 11 > ther 111 religious and 

jiptical overtook adopted for everyday use bfiheWest Indi^rt; 
and UK black communities uk. 1994 
bree noun a young woman us. 1992 

breed noun 1 a person of mixed ancestry, Indian and non-Indian 
Canada, rase. 2 a person who is not white us, 1992 
breed verb ► breed a scab to create tfpuMeus mi 

breeder noun 1 11 m Is I. lal oint 0 ie a heterosexual. 

Usually used as an insult us. 1979. 2 any food that is believed to 
render a than po@;ntand fecund Jamaica. 20® 
breeze noun 1 something that i hi >1 1 I rnd quickly us, 192s. 

2 in horse racing, an easy pace during .1 workout or race us 1951. 

3 an escape from prison us. u-u. 4 a prison sentence that is nearly 
completed us m2, sa calm, collected person us. m2. 6 the air 
used in air brakes us. ... 7 (of a car) power us. 1955. 8 used as a 
term of acktess-us kw >see: balmy breeze 

breeze verb 1 asually or 

Without4f|rrt. Generally before 'along 1 ,'in', 'off, 'through', etc us. 
1907 . 2 to succeed in achieving something without making a great 
effort uk, 2004. 3 to escape; to go us, ms. 4 in pool, to only barely 
glance the object ball with the cue ball us, 1990 
breeze off rati to stop working and relax in the shade Belize, 1996 
breezer noun 1 a fart Australia 1975. 2 a despised person uk 2003 
breezeway noun the area in a prison where the most derelict of the 
convicts gather us. im 
breezy noun a young woman us, 2m 

breid and watter noun talk, speechifying. Glasgow rhyming slang 
'iftr patter on tfieScottish pronunciation of 'bread and water' uk 

brekker; brekkers noun breakfast uk issa 
brekkie; brekky noun breakfast. Chrldtsh-W, 1904 
Brenda Bracelets; Brenda noun a police officer; the police. An 
example of camp transgender assignment,-in this case as an 
alliterative play on bracelets (handcuffs) as stereotypical police 

* -^illPjyiientuK, 1992 

Brenda Frickers noun in ker Hi n 1 in turned on the 
name oftfte Irish, actress 03.1945), best known for her film work 


break up verb to cause someone to laugh uproariously us. ms 

break your duck rad rsttime. A 

figurative application of the cricketing term (to score at least one 
run) uk 1998 

breast check noun a wall- 1 hi ugh 1 1 in earch of attractive 

female breasts us, 1995 

breast job noun urger liter i womar breast size r 
breathe noun in poker, to pass without betting us. ms 
breather noun 1 in sports, a game against a weak opponent. From 
the conventional sense (a rest) us 1 u, 2 the nose us. 1973. 3 a 
;|igrson who derives sexual pleasure from telephoning someone 
and breathing heavily when they answer the phone us, ra,%. 4 in 
trucking, the air intake pipe us. 1971 


Brenda skunk; Brenda noun a hybrid variety of potent marijuana 

brer noun a fellow black man. Old contraction of 'brother' uk 2000 
bressles noun pubic hair NORtSLk mMlb. 1992 
brew noun 1 be 2 a cup, mug 

or pot of tea. Tea is brewed by immersing tea leaves (loose or 
bagged) in boiling water aiisti e - 3 u ill uil\ made alcoholic 

beverage Australia, 1950. 4 a slew Australia. 1957. 5 used as a male-to- 
male term of address Bermuda . cm. 6 a Jewish person. An abbrevi¬ 
ation of 'Flebrew' us. 1997 >see: BURROO 
brew verb to make and heat an injectable solution of heroin and 

brewdog noun a can of beer us, 19m 








brewed | brightlight team 


brewer's droop noun 

caused by drinking too much alcoho, especially beer aiis 
brewha noun a glass, b*te o‘r can of beer us, 2001 

brewski; brewsky noun I -1 1 i_ "i I - -1 1 1 < I I 0 

brewster noun a beer its, rase 

Brewster’s noun a gre it iea 11 ne if rtune A referei 


bricktopnoun a red-haired person us 7856 

Bricktop nickname i u H i I- ' inge, a singer, 


bricky; brickie noun a bricklayer uk who 
Brickyard nickname the Indianapolis speedwa 


briar patch noun a female's pi.nit: h 
bribe noun in marketing, the initial,; 


tie's nightie noun ► like a bride's nightie u 


^HStnonty, ‘ten dollars' (numericaltysithe same). Neither 
:w notes were brick coloured and the term has Stl but 
Australia. 1914. is a pound sterling (£1) uk Scotland, i 988. 
■man infantry patrol Used by the British Army in 
Ireland 17 led c, 


bridge noun i a holder for a marijuana cigarette. A common le 
ihie 1950s, large v supplanted by roach cup in the 1960s us, n 
2 i I hi i -I i i ig card, altered by a cheat to manipul 
the cutting of a deck us. 1991. 3 a pickpocket who reaches aroi 
the victim to pick their pocket us, 1949 4 a group of four in a 
restaurant or soda fountain. An a lusion to a bridge party us 1 
► under the bridge in a smuggling operation, across a bon 

bridge and tunnel adjective n 1 idem f New Jersey wf 
commutes to New fork Disparaging us. 1984 
bridge bender noun a motor vehicle manufactured by Vauxhal 


bridge monkey; bridge stiff no 


bricked adjective 1 drug-intoxicatec 


frightened. Variation of shit it uk; wm 
bricks™™ in pri n, the 1 ut ide the prison 

► hit the bricks 1 

go on strike; to be on strike Also variants 'on the 
lhe bricks' us. nis. ► to the bricks exkemely, nl 


bright-eyed and bushy-tailed adjective a\ 








Brighton bucket | brockly 
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Brighton bucket noun ► like a Brighton bucket without 
recognising someone when you pass them in the street An image 
Jsthe pitch buckets @'n a conveyor system; at the Brighton pier, 
passing each other on belts trinidad and tobagQ »*/ 

Brighton pier verb to d pj r. Rhymin langw, im 
Brighton pier; brighton adjective (especially of a man) homosexual. 
Uni in l i ii t it i r i [h“ ame 

rhyme meant 'unwell' or 'peculiar', the meaning shifting with the 
sense of'queer'; possibly also influenced by the reputation of 
Brighton as a centre for gay society and culture UK i960 
Brighton rock noun i i n I nin rn l i ck, and a visual 
pun on a long pink sweet that is made to be sucked. Similarly 
sweet references to the male anatomy can be ©SI at almond 

ROCK, BLACKPOOL ROCK artl gtjBtifiF ROCK UK 1992 
brights noun white socks us, 1x9 

Bright's Disease nickname E i lii in- 1 1 I i ir id of cheap wine, 
grown and processed ir Niagara, Ontario Canada, 2001 

bright spark noui 

bright spot noun in oil drilling, an area that has indications of a pro¬ 
ductive field us, 1997 

bright, white and dead white adjective >see: light, bright, 

DAMN NEAR WHITE 


brisket noun the 1-11 tie breast. A butcher pun iescribing the cut 
of breast meat next to the ribs uk ste 
bristol noun in tiddlywinks, a shot that moves both ihe player's wink 
and an opponent's, the manoeuvre starting and flashing with the 
player’s wink sitting Sh the opponent's. The manoeuvre, dating' 
from the 1960s, is credited eponymously to Bristol University 
Tiddlywinks Sodeiyt* m> 

Bristol City; bristol noun Hi-I nale 1 Em ling slang Bristol 
City Football Club and titty (a breast); supported by an alliterative 
:®nineetion between 'breast' and 'brist', usually in the pkiraltK 


Bris-vegas nickname Brisbane Australia, 20m 
Brit noun a Br$git.t/£ 

Brit adjective Bol\ I An abbf 1 I.mill i i pietix Usages 

include: Britflick (a UK film), BritJit (new UK writing) and britpulpi 
(an anthology of short-stories) Australia, 1971 
britch noun a side trouser pocket us, 1950 

britches noun )und in 

the pregnant female Canada, 1975 
Brit hop noun British hi : gsh , pp . uk : 1999 

British disease noun a slri ealand, 1 984 


brighty adjective very smart us, ms 
brig rat noun $pgjggtft& m2 

brill; brills adjective 

'brill iant'; also used as exclamation Hi itary usage possibly pre¬ 
dates modern slang by several decades uk. 1979 
brilliant adjective nderful lent uk. 1979 
brim noun 1 any hat us ms. 2 a straw hat Bahamas, m2 
brims noun iden youth gang us, m2 

brimson noun a braggart; a fantasist English gypsy use uk 2000 
bring verb to compe me le 1 I nethin ro ► bring it 

in in poker, to make the fir bet 1 hand ► bring it on 

used for challenging an opponent to begin a competition us. ms. 

► bring pee to frighten meon 1 I ietnam r usage 
us, me. ► bring smoke 1 it) call for an artillery barrage us, 1990. 

2 by extension, to reprimand someone in harsh, profane tones os, 
1968 . ► bring someone to book u amig someone to account; 
to cause someone to (ace authority, investigation or judgement ijk. 

bring-a-plate adjective (of a party or the like) partially self-catered 

AUSTRALIA, 1979 

bringdown noun an event c resses 

you us. 1939 

bring down verb deflate someone us. ms 

bring it away verb The 'if in question is the 

foetus UK 1984 

bring it, don't sing it! used lo invite action instead of words us, 

bring off verb 11 i m - rn inter led outc< ne, to be successful in 
making something happen uk 1928. 2 to induce and achieve an 
forgasm uk im 

bring on verb 1 - 11 n 11 exually uk mi 
bring on the dancing girls! a facetious call forarr.exciting 
spectacle that is used as a register of boredom uk 1 984 
bring out verb to awaken 

a someone then honosexua dy m , . ;; 
bring up verb 1 to vomit ljk 1719. 2 to try someone on a criminal 
charge us. im 

brinny noun a stone pe II i sn ill < 1- r pebble that is used 
for throwing. Probably from an Australian Aboriginal language 

AUSTRALIA, 1943 


British Standard Handful noun 1 1 i_ 1 1 ile breast A play 

bn standards established by the jBlsh Standards Institute uk 1977 
Britland nickname Britain .Ote -^002 

Britney Spear; britney noun 1 ir. Rhymir m- foimedonthe 
name of popular US entertainer Britney Spears ijk 2004 
Britney Spears; Britneys noun I 1 I 1 1 rhyming slang, based 
on the name of populai entertainei Britney Spears (born 1981). 
Popney was contrived for wuw.music^Si&.uk, an Internet music 

Britpop noun a loo e cite 1 11 11 1 item; 11 y Eiitisb popular 


brittle adjective >nal, but easily 

rendered dysfunctional by changes or externalaSfptfwhich 
Should not have the effect they have os, mi 
Brixton briefcase noun 1 I im- lorta 1 1 > /stem associated, 
with..black youth culture uk. 1990 

bro noun a brother, in the sense of a fellow in a given situation or 
condition; especially ck a'fellow black, also of afellow studihf: in 
public school usage us. jss/ 
broach verb to inject an illegal drug-ts, 1992 

broad noun 1 a woman. Somewhere between derogatory and so old- 
fashioned as to be charming in a hopeless way us, 1911. 2 a male 
homosexual who plays the passive sexual role us. im. 3 in a deck 
of playing cards, a queen uk. mi. 4 an identity card, any paper of 
identifcation, insurance book, etc uk 1950. 5 a credit card. Extended 
ffom the previous sense-tir) 1977 
broadcast verb to engage in. sonvgfsstidjli-BS ’ 9 S 9 
broadie noun 1 a woman Aslightl mi il I broad us m2. 2 the 
MfUahrontof a surfer agfite the face of a wave sdl/th afAica, ixs 
broad joint noun a bar where prostitutes are available along with the 
drinks <||$^ 


broads noun playing cards uk mi 
broadski noun a woman us. 1x7 

broad squad noun 11 iri n g up 0 homosexual men us, 1990 
broad tosser noun the operator of a three-card monte game swindle 


Broadway noun with an ace as 

the highest card of the sequence us, ms 
Broadway Arab noun a Jewish person US, im 


Bris; Brissie; Brizzie noun Brisbane Australia. 194s 


Brish adjective t III II 1 II II hill I ill II 1 brockly adjective 11111 Hi - - I il I pm illll I 1 I 11 

Australia, i95t wrestler Brock Lesnar L^yma 
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Brodie; Brody | brown 


Brodie; Brody no™ i a fall or leap from a great height An allusion 
to Steve Brodie, a New York bookm; ker who in 1886 claimed to 
have survived' a leapt:from the Brooklyn Bridge and then opened a 
tavern which succeeded as a result of the publicity surrounding his 
claimed leap us, ism 2 a feigned drug withdrawa spasm us. raw. 3 a 
failure to perform as expected < 'anada, 19/6. 4 a play that is a 
complete failure us. 1973. s a skid, usual y controlled us. 1953 
broform noun a ret 1 li >ur given t( friend nowboarder's slang; 
conflates bro (a friend) with 'preform' fe discount given to pro¬ 
fessionals) ts, ms 

brogans noun 11“ 1 irl - li 1 1 the Saelii DuringtheUS 
Civil War, the sturdy and durable leather shoes issued to 
infantrymen were nicknamed Brogans or Jefferson Booties hJL. t&s 
broges noun • 11 1 -1 reviation f brogans us, 1990 

bro-ingnoun in market research, lire testing of fashion prototypes In 
inner-city, predominantly black neighbourhoods from bro (a 
fellow black)'tiff-sense that categorises a target tiisWtit#- us. a m 
broja noun heroin; 2002 

brok verb to depart to leave. Urban >uth ing probably derived 
from conventional 'break; inavsimilar sense to spur uk, 2006 
broke adjective having little or no none lankrupt. A varlant of con- 

ventional'broken u lint. romCK i ... / ► go for 

broke to make the utmost effort to achieve a desired end us. 1951 
broke dick noun 1 nonfuncti 1 1 1 rdware us, 1988 

broke-down noun a brawl Bahamas, 1995 

broke money noun 1 to a gambler 

who has lost his entire bankroll us. 195 0 
broken adjective 1 in the bleed period of the menstrual cycle us, 2001. 
2 depressed, acting Sddly us mi 

broken arrow noun 1 veapons us nso. 

2 in computing, an error code on me 25 of a 8270 terminal us. 


broken arse noun ly subjugated. 

Prison usage new Zealand, 1999 

broken knuckles noun sleeping quarters on a train us m6 
broken rail noun rn I r, pi 11 run-d n rail iy worker us, 1977 
broken wrist noun an effeminate male homosexual us 19 <2 
broker noun a drug dealer ts, 1x2 

broket noun ers <and>. A 

piSTfraction of 'broken bracket' us m3 
brolly noun an; umbrella UK igM 
broly adject/Ve conforming 10 surfer etiquette os, 1991 
bro-man noun u Bahamas, m2 

broncnounm il III 1 111 in- -11-1 -I Jriller us, 1954 

branch verb to use a bronchoscope. Medical use uk, mo 
bronco noun a yoi no nale ecent .1-I 1 1 homosexual sex os, 

bronc stompernoun 1 I I pecialise 1 the breaking 1 
horses, i.e. getting them to accept bridle, bit and saddle Canada, 

bronski verb to sandwich a face between female breasts os ms 
Bronsonnoun in- 1 m the infam 1 ''I riminal Charlie 
Bronson ®). 1952 ), Charlie leading to 'cocaine! UK 2001 
Bronx Bull nickname Jake LaM i )21), a m I lleweight boxer 
who fiercely madehits presence felt in the ring in the 1940s and 
1950S OS, 79S2 

Bronx cheer noun a combination of booing and a derisory farting 
noise, expressing disgust fcrs fee?- 
bronze; bronza; bronzer; bronzo noun the anus; the buttocks 
Probably derives as a shade bfbfowi Australia, 1953 
bronze John noun ibig-itin t'S sfef 

Bronzeville noun 11 1 h irh I th a lar -ly black popu¬ 
lation Us, 1XD 


bronze-wing noun pe lofpart-A iginal and part white 
descent From the colour 01 a bronze-wing pigeon Australia, 1956 
bronzie; branzy noun a sun tan; bronzed skin UK 1x7 
bronzie machine noun a tanning machine uk 20k 
broonoun the pii t 11 ii 111 mi 1 1 1 i-nt benefit. The 

Scots shortened form Of 'bureau' uk 1998 
Brookolin O nickname Braokly", New York US 1982 
broom noun 1 1 1 1-t 1 Ii 1 1-I 1 de-it upon 

himself to-keep a workplace neat, Sometimes embellished to 
'broOTrtjrton' us 1973. 2 a hat us, 19a 
broom verb 1 to travel uk, mu 2 to run away, to leave uk 1821 
broomie noun I to keep the 

shearing floor swept clean. Extended from a conventional 'broom'; 
also known and used by New Zealand sheep-shearers Australia, ms 
broom stack noun 1 truck e u tack that i flaming or smoking 
us mi 

broomstick noun in lectric lin rk, a phase pacer used for 
keeping phases from, contacting each other midspan us, 1980 
broosted adjective i Extended from 

BREwstER's (a great deal of money) UK 2002 
bros before hoes used as a rallying cry for the precedence of male 
friendship over relationships with females. Sometimes seen as the 
ibbreviliba BBH us, 2004 

broski; browski noun used as a male-to-male term of address. 

Doing to bro what was done to brew us, 1997 
brothel creeper noun ajfSiifpttof brothels us, 1977 
brothel creepers noun uede-to[ 1 -I hoes either of 
the style also known as desert boots 01 the thick-soled variety 
favoured by Teddy Boys Originally military, from World War 2 ; the 
etymology appears to be obvious, certainly the early types of these 
shoes allowed for silent;movement uk. 1954 
brothel spout noun emotionally 

worn o'11 by her work us, m3 

brother noun 1 a black man us, mo. 2 a fellow member of a 
countercultural or underground political movement us. mg. 3 in 
carnival usage, a woman's husband or lover us, mi. 4 heroin. A 
rare variant on th# Catnman boy us 1990 
Brother Andre's Last Erection nickname the Oratory near the top 
of the mountain in Montreal. Brother Andre was a poor-pristt 
whose charisma made him widely known in Quebec as a healer; 
he raisedJibds to build tbe mammoth St Joseph's Oratory, and 
Ip an anteroom as caretaker Canada. 1990 
brother Ben noun l ulphate), a central 

nervous system -kimulant, or another central nervous system 
■prttfil^nt us, nn 

Brother Jonathan nickname his UiTled Stales Canada, m2 
brother man noun used as a term of address to establish solidarity, 
among black frten. os, 1974 

broth of a boy noun a boy or man who represents the absolute 
quintessence of what a boy or man shou d be The earliest 
recorded instance is in Byron's l&jb. Juan, 1822 ; however modem 
usage is mainly Irish m. 1822 

brought down adjective 11 11 III epressed state of 
mind, especially after drug use us, 1940 
brown noun 1 the anus and/or rectum us, 1916. 2 faeces Ireland, mi. 

3 anal sex; an act of anal intercourse uk ism. 4 heroin, especially if 
only partially refined us 1 ■ ■ 5 darker cooured hashish us mi. 

6 an amphetamine tablet us m2 

brown verb 1 to perform anal sex upon someone us 1933. 2 to force 
others. to behave in an obsequious, sycophantic manner uk, ism 

brown adjective i (o I.. obsi )u ii cophantic As in 

brown nose (a sycophant); extends from an image of submissive 
homage to another's backside uk scon and kiss. 2 used for 
describing sexua activities involving excrement uk 2002. 3 (of a 
person's skin colour) white Jamaica, 2003 
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brown Abe noun a US penny. F rom the engraving of President 
Abraham Lincoln on the rota as ms 
brown acid noun type LSD. Atth I F li- tival in August 
1969, there were several public address announcements lecotcing 
'is® that was 'not specifically good 1 us, m 

brown ankles noun .ycophant is a 

brown nose; the toady here is even further ensconced in the 
nether regions new Zealand was 

brown-back noun i er hillin n te m the ilour of the note; 
such currency was in use between 1928-40 and again from 
1948-70 and withdrawn from circulation with the onset of 
decimalisation in-1971:^^961 
brown bag noun an unmarked police carps, re 76 
brown-bag verb to carry lunch to work, especially in a brown paper 

brown bagger noun a named per son I rom Hie image of bringing 
lunch packed in iJfipwn.Jjag to work; originally military usage us, 

brown bar noun in the i Arm >nd I utenant. The single 
brass bar worn fry the second lieutenant was camouflaged in the 
nStlMd became a single brown bar pits®* 
brown bomb noun a laxative us. im 
brown bomber noun i a large laxative [ 
medics since World War 2 us nun. 2 a type of LSD. From the 
pstouf of the capsule uk ims 
brown boot Army noun the army as it Price was us, m 
brown bottle noun beer us, teas 
brown bottled adjective drunk on beer uk imi 
brown bottle shop noun a pub UK mi 

brown boy noun a male whi ieri ual pi iire from eating the 
faeces of others:/®;- tfii 

brown bread adjective dead. Rhyming slapgu/f, »» 

Brown Brothers noun the black community uk 199s 
brown bucket noon the rectum and/or anus us re-re 
brown coat noun in 111 in or b< tal, a pr iner n remand or 
awaiting deportation. From the colour of the unrforitF'Which dlfftsi'- 
entiates this type of prisoner from the majority of ihfTiajtes who 
were, at the time of use, dressed in grey uk. 1950 
brown cow noun ar 1 a coho 2. drink made from coffee liqueur and 
cream or milk. It is identified in Trim Daizell's The Slang of Sin ds 
a 'barrel of beer' Canada, 1 m 

brown crown noun 1 noti nal sign of one 1 I 1 railed miserably 

brown crystal noun heroin uk im 


US sense (a brown-skinned Asian); ik. 2002 . 6 a traffic police officer 
us 1987. 7a police radar unit used foi measuring vehicle speed. An 
allusion to the camera brand, a metaphor foi radar us 1975. 8 in 
trucking, a three-speed auxiliary gearbox. Originally manufactured 
by the Brownolite Transmission (Company, hence the diminutive 
us. 1971. 9 marijuana us rees. 10 any amphetamine; MDMA, the rec¬ 
reational drug best known as ecstasy. Originally 'amphetamines', 
from the colour; hence, via confused recreational drug-users, 
'ecstasy' uk 2001. 11 an empty beer bottle new Zealand, 1979 

brownie point noun an imaginary award or credit for a good deed 
US. 1953 

brownie queen noun a mal 1 ljoys the passive 

role in anal sex us. re6s 

brownies nouni the female br 1 I 1 II the nipples us 1 
2 dice that have had theii spots altered for cheating. More 
commonly known as 'busters', which leads to the cartoon 
PfiaiSCtef 'fluster Brown', which leads to 'Brown' us Jap 

Browning Sister noun a male homosexual. From brown (anal sex). 

A term used in the 1940s US, 1941 

brown job noun 1 a soldier. I rom the khaki uniform uk, 1943. 2 oral- 
anal sex as, im 

brown list noun an imagined list of ihose in disfavour A 
euphemistic shit list uk im 

brown lover noun i person it! 1 fetishistic I e of excrement us 


brownmouth noun a talkative fooliRgtAtp, esr 

brown-nose verb to curry favour in a sycophantic fashion us, 1938 

brown nose; brown noser noun 1 1 I 1 phant Originally 

military us. ms 

Brown Nurses nickname (n it Li I Mill - (for the Poor), a Catholic 
organisation founded’in 1913. From the brown, uniform austraua. 

brown one; brown 'un noun on lire railways, a distant signal uk 1970 
brownout noun a near but not complete loss of consciousness. Not 
j'js(ai:e a 'blackout'£5, im 

brown paper noun 1 asswipe us 

1968. 2 a caper in the sense of an occupation or racket Rhyming 
slang uk. 1974 

brown-paper roll noun 1 1 ir r huh led n brown paper 

BAHAMAS. 1982 

brown rhine; brown rine noun hefoifl From the colour and a 
pronunciation of 'heroin' us 1953 
browns noun the uniform i ued to a pri iner n remand or 
awaiting deportation in borstals and detention centres. From the- 

Colour UK 1978 


brown derby noun 1 1 u in 1 1 I - 1 1- il Hi ii 

flown to the troops in the field US mi 

brown dots noun a type of LSChGK im 
brown downtown noun brown heroin us. 1992 

browned Off adjective 1 

something uk ms. 2 depressed, angry us, 1950 

brown eye noun the anus us, im 

brown-eyed cyclops noun the anus. In Greek mythology the 
Cyclops were one-eyed giants; the imagery employed here is clear 

brown eyes noun the female breasts, especially the nipples us 7932 
Brown family noun collectively, all passive participants in anal sex 

brown-hatter noun a hdtfitts^pS man uk 1950 
brown helmet noun 1 1 tion I ign f one who has been rejected 
.in romance us 1$ 6s 

brownie noun 1 the anus us 1927. 2 a sycophant An abbreviation of 
brown noser 3 sf wealth or 

position us, uk,. 4 a notation of bad conduct or poor work per¬ 
formance; a demerit us rare, s a back person Coincidental to the 


brown shoes noun a person who does not use drugs us, 1970 
brown shower noun an act of defecation as part of sadomasochistic 

sexpia$Mwm' 

brown slime noun 1 mi 11- la ru[ ind nutmeg, used as a 
substitute for drugs bytljtruly desperate*®® 

brown stuff noun of ath us 1950 

brown sugar nouni grainy, poor quality heroin us mi. 2 a black 
woman, especially a beautiful one. Originally black use only, from 
the skin colour and ,1 suggestion 0' sweetness us 1971. 3 by 
•extension, a sexually desirable black man. Adopted by black 

women nr. -.. 4a coarse, unrefined person Australia 1989 

brown tape noun heroin uk 2002 

brown tongue noun an nformer. fhe disdainful image of an 
inform^ ifejsing'the anus of authority uk re96 
brown trousers noun caTi er 1 le 1- 1 ne fea From the state of 

your trousers after an involuntary fear-induced 1 evacuation uk 2005 
brown trout noun 1 re e hen I nl pi ner from their cells 
onto guards us. 1992 

brown underpants noun 1 ed 1 ,11 >ol of extreme fear or 
cowardice. An image of soiled underwear uk ms 






95 


brown 


navy | bubble brain 


brown water navy noun lur i he Vietnan ir the US Navy 
presence on rivers and deltas us. mi 
brown Windsor noun >see: WINDSOR castle 

brown wings noun experience of anal intercourse, or anal-oral sexual 
contact, considered as an achievement Originally Hell's Angel 
usage; 'brown* (the colour associated with the anug plus 'wings' 
Isssige of teh&uftaSsiispi' 

Bruce noun used i tere ty[ >fan ffeminate male homosexual 

< 'US, 

Bruce Lee noun an erect nipple ever but mi informed pun on 
San Francisco-born martial arts film actor Bruce Lee as a hard 
(muscular) nip (a Japanese person); infect Bruce Lee (1940—73) 
was a native of Hong Kong, not Japan uk, 2002 
bruck noun in western Canada, a combination bus and truck Canada 

bruckins noun a noisy, rowdy party Jamaica. 19% 

bruck-up verb to beat up, British Indian (Hindi) urban youth slang wc 

brud noun used as a friendly term of address Norfolk island, 1992 

bruiser nouni rthugo 


. club 


used tor feeatjng sediment out of sponges Bahamas, 19 
brukdown noun a nosy, rowdy party Belize, 1996 
bruk up verb t Early C21 

black youth usage; an elision of 'break up' and fuck up (to destroy) 

brumby noun r feral hi > rigin 1 nl 1 n rri >us conjectures, 
such as an eponymous Major Brumby, 01 that an Aboriginal 
language is the source, are based on no solid evidence Australia, 

brummy; brummie adjective from Birmingham, England. Both the 
city of Birmingham and its inhabitants can be called 'Brum'. From 
BrurrtjBjjfem; the local spelling was a phonetic reflection of the 
total pronunciation: 'Brummagem' = BromwicHham (after 
Bromwich), in turn a corruption of Brimidgeham, the old form of 
Birmingham. Brummagem has an obsolete sense as 'counterfeit, 
inferior or feke' (of coins, antiques, etc.) as'Birmingham was a 
centre of manufacture foi such articles in the C17 and C18. Also, 
since 1954, used as a nCHrtW m 
brush noun 1 fern rle il In 1 2 a moustache os, (824. 

*an intravenous injection of an illegal drug us, m2. 4a person 
who organises the seating for card players uk 2001 , 5 a technique 
for introducing altered dice into a game as the dice are passed 
from player to shooter. Also known as a 
brush verb to 11 it 1 lu 11 1 1 11 I r load lice into a game us, 

1993. ► brush your teeth and comb your hair in trucking, to 
slow down to the legal speed limit because of ihe presence of 
police ahead: us. m 

brush ape noun an unsophisticated rustic us 1920 
brusher; brushman noun 1 in srnpl ee ho tries to lure 
casino visitors into playing poker us. 19m 
brush-off noun a rejection us, w 

Brussels sprout; brussel noun 1 a Boy Scout, a Scout Rhyming 
slang, since about 1910 uk i960. 2 a tout, either of the ticket or 
facing tipster variety Rby^w^ Slang UK 7992 

brutal adjective i 2 terrible, very bad 


brutally adverb very ys, ?99S 

brute noun i ai i' 11 hid i that is diffi ult to handle us, 
i860. 2 in the television and film industries, a large spotlight used 
to.&ftwlate sunlight us, 79® 

brute force noun I unsophisticated 

programming stylet;!' issj 
brute force and ignorance noun 

thought; also, a do iberate disregard for tact or delicacy. A 
catchphrase that means exactly what it says, usually jocut8tiifi.#& 


bruvnouna brother; a friend; used as a friendly iorm of address 
from one man to another. A phonetic abbreviation uk, 2000 
bruz noun used i term of Idre man to man us ms 
BS noun bullshit, in all its senses. A euphemism accepted in polite 
society fii#oo 

BS and bells noun I with activity us, 

BSH noun the average female breast on 1 1 iati n British 

standard handful, a play on 8SI standards set by the British 
Standards Institute uk 1977 

B-squared noun a brassiere. Schoolgirl slang, presumably also written 

BT noun i the pc ten r, th ill - i u i euphemism for 
'bottom' uk Scotland. 1998. 2 an inhalation of marijauna smoke 
filtered through a water-pipe. An abbreviation of 'hong toke' us, mr 
BT Baracus noun a child who lives in a house without a phone; 
subsequeSty a child without a mobile phone. Derives from a 
reliance on BT (British Telecom) and a play on the character BA 
Baracus playei by MrT in the television adventure series The A 
Team, 1984-88 UK, 2m 

BTI noun tele i i 11 i 1 i 11 1 11 1 tizen 1 11 id signal. An 

.iSbreviation of 'boob tube interference' us. im 
BTMnounthep ter 1 the buf - I 1 iesti( euphemism for 
'bottom' uk 1937 

BTO noun an influential m idmir rson. A'hi time operator'- 
not without overtones of smarminess us. 1944 
BTW used in computer message shorthand to mean 'by the way' us 

BU noun sexual attraction. An abbreviation of 'biological urge' us 1934 
Bu; the Bu; Mother Bu nickname Malibu, CMjbrma us 1991 
BUAG noun a simple drawing made with computer characters. A 'big 
ugly ASCII graphic' us, 1995 

bub noun 1 used as a term of address, usually to a stranger and 
usually In a condescending tone us, 1 - 19. 2 the female breast uk. 
isos. 3 a baby Australia, 1992. 4 a blue flashing police car light us <987 

bubba noun la tere. lit outhern male s, 7982. 2 a friend, 

especially as a term of address. A variation of brother us. 19m. 

3 marijuana US W7 

bubbie circus noun a chorus line or other display of multiple 
women with large breasts us, isq 
bubbles and cunt noun a poor woman's dowry us 1937 
bubblate verb to id e, to pass time with friends us, 2004 

bubble noun 1 BUBBLE AND SQUEAK 

(to inform) uk 1996. 2 a glass-enclosed t ontrol panel on a vehicle of 
any sort us 3 an aeroplane cockpit us i>«. 4 in motor racing, 
a clear plastic dome that covers the drive us ■■■..■. 5 11 the 
television and film industries, an incandescent electric light bulb 
us, i960. 6 a specialisation us 7997. 7 an instance of weeping uk 
Scotland. 1985. ► on the bubble 1 engaged in swindling as a 
career us 1997. 2 in motor racing, in one of the ower spots in the 
qualifying stage of an event, subject© being displaced by a better 
performance of anolher car us, 1993. 3 in motor racing, the most 
favourable starting' position (the pole position) us ms 

bubble verb 1 (c 2 

injecting air into their veins,«!.7982 
bubble and squeak noun 1 an act of urination. Rhyming slang for 
leak Australia, 200. 2 a week Rhyming slang uk use 3 a Greek. 
Rhyming slang; derogatory. Can be shortened to 'bubble', or used 
in the plural form 'bubblesfenfcsqueaks' to refer to Greeks and' 
Cypriots, collectively uk 1938 

bubble and squeak; bubble; bubble up verb to inform on 
someone. The original rhyming slang meaning was 'to speak'; 
;hen£e to speak attout', to inform' uk mi 
Bubbleberry noun variety of marijuana 

CANADA. 2002 

bubble brain noun a distracted, unfocused person us, mi 
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bubble-burner noun in trucking, an engine run on propane gas us. 


bubble chaser noun a bombardier in I n ler lircraft. A reference 
id the bubbles in the levelling device used us, ms 
bubble dance verb to wash dishes -us, 

bubble-dancer noun i oer r encloyed i dish i her <t 
bubblegum noun i i r | i enor he bi tocl especially of a 
curvaceous woman Rhyming slang for bum uk, urn. 2 cocaine; 
crack cocaine. Probably a play on Bazooka™, a branded bubble¬ 
gum, and bazooka (cocaine; crack) uk i m. 3 a hybrid marijuana 
with a sweet 'pink' taste uk, 2002 

bubblegum adjective unimagi iti 1 il nmercial, insincere. 
Usually used to describe music os, m3 


buck verb 1 to fight 111 1 li ugh I 111 il urfing situation us, 

2 1 1 1 >see BUCK IT. 

► buck the clock; buck the calendar in oil drilling, to work 
hard n the hope o' hnishTg a jot; by pr'h'rg five ; 0 , 

► buck the tiger hat was 

extremely popular lpi1:ne C19.and only rarely seen ih modern 
iirriss us, ms 

buck adjective ne ly prom I 11 | 11 I Military; a back-form- 
.ation from now conventional 'buck private', also ranked i#Sij£h 
company as 'buck sergeant' and 'buck general' ' 

buck and doe noun 1 Rhyming si 1 nil, rs a complete 

rhyme on 'fuckin' anow' uk m2 

buckaroo; buckeroo noun a proud, manly man of the Western sort, 
likely a 1 cowboy us mf 


bubble gum machine noun 1 a vehicle with rlash.-g Irghts 
especially a police car. Sometimes shortened to 'bubble 
us, 1968. 2 the H-13 army helicoptei Vietnam war usage us 1968 
bubblegummer noun enager us, 1970 

bubblehead noun 1 it grounded in 

reality us, ms. 2 a submariner us ras6 
bubbler noun Also heard in 

New South Wales and Queensland os dm 
bubble team noun a sports team that might or might not make a 
bteysoff ar- be invited to ai toBrnanieht us 19 ® 

bubble-top noun rbservation, 

reconnaissance, and medical evacuation in die Korean war and the 
early years of the war in Vietnam. So named because of the 
'distinctive plexiglas, •canopy ,<JS. ttef 
bubble trouble noun a flat lye or other lyre problem us 1976 
bubbling adjective ill II ' I I llllllg lo cel exciting US. 2002 
bubbling bundle of barometric brilliance noun used asf^#i 
introduction for Bobbie the weather girl on AfVN television, 

Saigon, during the Vietnam war. Officially she served as a secretary 
for the US Agency for international Aid in Saigon from 1967 to 
1969. Her unpaid weather broadblsi^, which always ended with 
thisjjfhediction of wishing 'everyone a pleasant evening weather- 
wise and good wishes for other-wise,' were greatly appreciated by 
tal^ferftettios ism 
bubbly noun champagne UK - 1920 

bubbly adjective i cheehul lull ol spirit us n:f>. 2 tearful, sulky uk. 

SCOTLAND. 1985. 3 (useci of Ihe ocean.) rough Tristan da cunha, 1993 
bubby noun the female breast. Usually In the plural uk. 1655 
bubonic noun potent marijuana us, 2001 
bubonic adjective potent, extreme, intense, us 1993 
buccaneer noun 1 1 1 1 ual. Rhymin 1 1 1 1 queeruk / 99 s 
buccaneer adjective queer ijk. 1993 

buck™™ 1 a dollar. Originally US but applied in Hong Kong and 
rdfier countries where dollars are the unit of currency os m6. 

2 one hundred dollars; a bet of one hundred dollars us, 197.3. 3 in 

mold 1 4 

Overtly racist an unfortunate favourite term ofljS-President - 
Ronald Reagan when spe; king unscripted us ws. s used as a term 
of address. The racist irttpttcationfr pf the word from the US are 
not present in the Bahamas Bahamas, 1 no 6 a male Australian 
Aboriginal. Now only in racist or historical use Australia, /«*>. 7 a 

ruffian. Originally Liverpool use, where 1 survives uk 2001. 9 a type 
fhomemad 1 I In I loan attempt new Zealand. 

no!. 11 in prison, a sit-down strike ay the prisoners us 1972. 12 a 
used car that ► pass the buck 

k' avoid responsibility by shifting the onus to someone else. 
Deriving from the me of poker ►the buck stops 

here the ultimale responsibility for whatever "nay be avoided by 
Ushers is accepted here, or by me, or by this office. A popular 
catchphrase, originally coined in 1952 by US president Harry S. 
Truman who had it as a perianal motto and drsplaybd on his desk, 
just in case terfergotus, as 


buck cop noun a new constable in Hie Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police CANADA, 1953 

bucker noun a lumberman hr >ri in feller trees Canada, 19 ® 
buckeroo noun one dollar. An embellishment of buck us m2 
bucket noun 1 a jail us rw. 2 a cell used for solitary confinement us 
1989. 3 the vagina r % .one 4 the buttocks; the anus us, 193s. s a car 
us 1939. 6 a small car us 2000. 7 a truck with a non-roofed container 
ijk use 8 in hoi rodding, the body of a roadster, especially one 
from the 1920s us; ms. 9 an engine cylinder us 1971. 10 in pool, a 
pocket that appears receptive to ba Is dropping us, nss. 11 an 
impressive quantity ol alcoholic drinks I rom the original sense (a 
single glass of spirits) uk ms. ► have a bucketfull air of a 
racehorse that has been fed heavily before a rapeflg decrease its 
chances of w n n 1 ng us, mis 

bucket verb 1 TRALIA, 1974. 2 tO 

throw soWBthihg out, to throw something ir the bin uk: Scotland. 


bucket-a-drop adverb (of rain) falling heavily Grenada, 1996 

bucket and pail; bucket noun a jail. Rhyming slang us im 
bucket bong; bucket noun 1 1 me iinjji ed using a bucket 

of water and a plastic bottle used for smoking marijuana. A com¬ 
bination of conventional 'bucket' and bong (a water-pipe) Australia, 

bucket gunner noun in carnival usage, a person whotojt a hidden 
location operates the mechanisms that determine a game's 
outcome us, mi 

bucket head noun a socially inept peisofirus, 19#; 
bucket job noun : contest us, 1955 

bucketload noun a great' amount ,uk 1994 
bucket mouth noun in trucking 1 ruci 1 h monopolises 
conversation on the citizens* band radio USUtW 
bucket of blood noun a bar or dance hall where hard drinking and 
hai3jS#itfng go hand in hand us im(' * 
bucket of bolts noun a dilapidated car, truck, boat or plane us, m2 
bucket of steam noun a myth taskforanewl lined helper on a 
job US. 1963 

bucket shop noun ani investment office that swindles its clients^ 


bucket worker noun a swindler us 1949 

buck fever noun in shuff eboard, lire anxiety often experienced on 
the last shot us use- 

buck for verb to energetically strive towards promotion, honours or 
some'Other target of personal afShMon or recognition m, 1979 
buck general noun I 1 li 1 al us 1947 
buck it; buck verb in craps, to roll a number that has previously 
been rolled US w 

buckle verb ► buckle for your dust in the Vietnam war, to fight 
with spirit and determination, thus winning lire respect of fellow 
soldiers us,- mi 

buckle bunny noun a woman who seeks short-term sexual liaisons 
with rodeo cowboys us, im- 
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bucklebuster noun a line in a performance that is guaranteed to 
produce loud 'laughter us, 1973 

buckled adjective 1 Ugly 0£ @93. 2 drunk UK 2082 
buckle my shoe noun a Je ish per n M t rhyming slang for'Jew' 
uses 'two'; this term takes a traditiona nursery-rhyme: 'one, two/ 
buckle my shoe' UK 1977 

Buckley's chance; Buckley's hope; Buckley’s noun no chance at 
all. Thought to be named afte 1 William Buckley, an escaped 
convict, but the fact that he evaded capture by living with 
Aboriginals years would rather imply that Buckley's chance 
should be very good. The, ironic'phrase 'You've got two chances. 
Buckley’s and none!' is perhaps punningly connected with the; 
name of a fournef Melbourne firm 'Buckley and Nunn’ Australia, 

1895 

bucko noun 1 a m 11 II 111 inrefined 1 rude man us, m3. 

2 used as a term of address to a man Slightly derisive, or at least 
kidding. From the Ct9'sense , (a blustering bully).UK is* 

buck-passer noun anyone who avoids a personal responsibilty by 

PASS Tl It BUCK 

buck-passing noun by shifting the 

onus to someone else. From pass the buck us. 1933 
buckra noun a white pestgyOs, 17w 

buck rat noun ll 

Buck Rogers gun noun an M-3 Tommy gun us 1947 
bucks noun ► the bucks a lot of money us 1992 
Bucks noun Buckinghamshir A iken form f the conventional 
written abbreviation, considered colloquial #bdn used in speech as 
a genuine equivalent Qf*^ie original name uk w 7 
bucksheenoun imethingab mi imountthat i given for 
free Omgirially from the British Army in Egypt and India,.ulti¬ 
mately from Persian. Occasionally used in the plural. Variant 
spellings include 'bucksheesh', 'buckshish', 'backsheesh',, 
'backshish', 'batehee', 'baksheesh' and 'bakshish' uk, 1916 ' 
buckshee adjective 1 2 worthless Canada, 1995. 

3 of a local non-commissioned officer, with rank but no additional 

pay AUSTRALIA, 1959 

buck slip noun a form use< >r int flfice handwritten communi¬ 
cations; officially a Routing and rransmittal Slip, Optional Form 41 

US, 1986 

buck's party noun part 1 1 11 1 1 1 1 usively male; now 

especially an all-male pre-wedding party thrown for the groom 
AUSTRALIA, 19 r|: 

bucks up adjective tking money us, oss 

buckwheat noun 1 an unsophisticated rustic us, im. 2 a black male 

buckwheat farmer noun petent farmer 

CANADA, 1944 

buckwheats noun 1 2 diminution of 

power pr standing in an organised crime enterprise us. im 
buck willy adjective uninhibited, rowdy, drurfki&2C02 
bucky noun 1 a shotgun us. ms. 2 a home-made gun Jamaica, 2000 
bud noun 1 the flower f the marijuana plar hence marijuana us, 
1978. 2 a girl us, 1965. 3 the female nipple us, 1990. 4 a friend, a buddy 
us 1935. sused as a term of address, usually male-to-male uk. km. 

6 the penis Bahamas, is® 

Bud noun Budweiser u beer; ,1 Budweiser™ beer c/s, 2000 
bud verb to subject a boy to his first homosexual experience uk, 19 87 
budded; budded out adjective irijuana us, 1 997 

buddha noun 1 a type of LSE il itifi II 1 representation of 
Buddha uk 2004. 2 a marijuana cigarette embellished with crack 
cocaine us, 1 9®. 3 potent marijuana, usually of Asian origin. Also 
■ tspett 'buddah' or 'buda' us, 1988 
buddhaed adjective intoxicated on marijuana us, 1997 
Buddha grass noun marijuana. Vietnam war usage us, 1975 
Buddhahead noun a Japanese person. .Offensive us, 1945 


Buddha stick noun marijuana from Thailand packaged for transport 
and sale on a small stick us. m2 

Buddha zone noun death; the afterlife. Vietnam war usage; just a 
:&jt cynical ui,mt 

Buddhist priest! iced ,1 am | 1 1 11 > express surprise, 

disgust or annoyance during the war in Vietnam. A region- 
appropriate eVfllUtiOn Of JUDAS PRIEST! 05 . @91 
buddy noun 1 a companion, a friend. A colloquial usage that Is prob¬ 
ably derived from 'brother' us isso. 2 a fellow citizens' band radio 
User. Citizens’ band radio slang, adopted from, the more general 
sense as 'a fellow, a man'; often used as 'good buddy' us, 1975. 3 in 
hompsemaf culture, a good friend who may or may not lpea lover 
us 1972. 4 a volunteer companion to a person with AIDS us, i984. 5 a 
marijuana cigarette us mi. 6 a beer us. 1994 
buddy-buddy adjective friendly us, 1944 

buddy check noun a last-minute inspection of a parachutist's gear 
by his jttffiji partner us, 2000 

buddy-fuck verb (of a male) to steal a friend's date us m, 
buddy gee noun a i|p§ friend us t$SJ 

Buddy Holly noun 1 I". 1- -I ming ing for lolly, formed from 
the name of the US singer, 1936-59 uk 2004 
buddy poker noun nds are playing 

as partners, but not in collusion us, m s 
buddyro; buddyroo noun a pal; used as a term of address for a 
friend us. 1951 

buddy system noun during the Korean war, a plan teaming 
American and Korean soldiers in the hope of providing one-on-one 
mentoring and training us 19m 

buddy window noun tooths in a 

pornography arcade designed for sexual contact where none is 
officially permitted us, 19% 

budge noun in the languagt ont trouser pocket 

US 1949 

budget adjective ] US, 1986 

budgie noun 1 a budgerigar, a small parrot native to inland Australia 
and a common cage bird Australia, 19. , 2 a talkative man, 
especially one of small stature; a small-time police-informer. From 
a passing similarity to a budgerigar's characteristics. The television 
drama Budgie, 1971 -72, starred Adam Faith as the epitome of all 
of the above definition. It is difficult to tell whether the television 
programme created oi popularised this usage uk 1977. 3thetime. 

4 a 

hippie who moved back to the tewin Slocan Valley, Britfift 
Columbia Canada, im 

budgie-smugglers noun a pair of men's close-fitting and revealing 
nylon swimming trunks Australia, 2002 
budgie's tongue noun the clitoris, especially when erect. From the 
visual similarity uk 2092 
budgy adjective chubbyul'f&j.. 

bud head nouni ,1 beer drinkei Not confined to drinkers of 
Budweiser™ beer us. 1972. 2a frequent marijuana user us, 1997 
budli-budli noun 1 anal sex Fftyn yjrtD badlt (to change) india, mi. 

2 a homosexual man -uk im 

bud mud noun dia h"-1 1 11 drinking! .. beer. An allusion 

to Budweiser™ beer us 1997 

buds noun i small female breasts us 2 marijuana, especially the 
most psychoactive part of th? plant. Also spelled 'budz' us 1997 
bud sesh noun an nformal gathering for the social consumption of 
«anj uanaswJwMgh buddy/bud pteose§$i®frt®i2a» 
budsky noun used *--a tp(S|©f address. A meaninglessly decorative 

Budweiser crest; Budweiser label noun the emblem of the Navy 
’■$iALS (the sea, air and land team), up 1992 
buf; buff noun in 1 mil 11 111 1 II 1 mman A-6, a 

BoemgMZ, and a Sikorsky.‘iffis8|:-especially the B 57 
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Stratofortress. An abbreviation of'big u|ly, /at fucker" or, in pol|ei> 
company, 'fellow' us, ms 

BUFE; buffy noun i i n i phan ul juit i in souvenir shops 
in Vietnam during the war An initialisn and acronym created 
from 'Mg ugly fucking elephant' us 1973 
buff noun 1 an enti 1 1 I il 1 kn ible enthusiast, a 
specialist Originally'an enthusiast about going to fires', Webster, 
1934, from the buff uniform ’of New York's volunteer 6remfn, The; 
sense has gradually generalised until the field of interest has, in all 
cases, to be specified us, 1 903. 2 a fart Echoic uk ms. 3 a workout 
with weights us, ms. 4 a water buffalo us 1977. ► in the buff 
nafect uk 1602 

buff verb 1 to erase graffiti US, 199s. 2 in hospital usage, to make 
notations in a patient's chart that makes the patient look better 
than they are and ready foi the next stage ol their care us, 1994. 

► buff the banana (of a male) to masturbate us. 2001 
buff adjective 1 2 a young woman) 

sexually attractive Current in south London uk, 2003. 3(used of a 
body) well-toned, well-exercised us, ws2 
buffalo noun 1 r lly long hair us, 

1963. 2 a five-cenl piece I rom the engraving nr ihe coin us, 194s. 

3 the CV-7, a military transport aircraft built by DeHavilland 
Aircraft of Canada os, 1991 

buffalo verb to i eone us, i960 

buffalo bagels! used for e pre ng disapp il. A ignature line of 
Colonel Sherman Potter on M*A*S*H (CBS, 1972-83). Repeated 
with referential 

buffalo gun noun a large calibre gun. Korean war usage us, m9 

buffarilla noun ;orilla' us, im 

buff book noun enthusiasts of a particular 

us, im 

buffed; buffed up adjective muscular; in very good physical con- 

buffer noun 1 From French 

huuiiar (a jester) As 'belle'' Cnee I /"-! bn n me ailenha I oi 
C20 it seems to survive only as 'old buffer'. Modern usage implies 
a tolerant attitude to the subject uk 1.01. 2 in the world of crack 
•cocaine users, a woman who will perform oral sex in exchange for 
crack cocaine or the riwnsey to buy it us. m2 
buffers noun the female breasts us tm 
buffet flat noun a party held to raise rent money us, m2 
buff up verb to engag in renuou erci ith a goal of body 
conditioning us. 2000 

bufu noun a male homosexual An abbreviation of buttfucker us, m2 
bug noun 1 a hidden microphone listenin ievice us, 19%. 2 in the 
television and film industries, a small earphone used by a sound 
mixer us, 1977. 3 any unspecified virus ok 1919. 4a malfunction in 
design, especially ol a computer 01 compute! software us. 1 m. s a 
sociopathic criminal us m7. 6 a burglar alarm us, mo. 7 an illegal 
numbers lottery us, m3. 8 in poker, a jokei played as an ace or a 
wild card to complete a flush or straight us, 121,7. 9 an enthusiastic 
interest; a popular craze ok 1902. 10 a Bugat.li sports caros, ms. 

11 a Volkswagen car. A VW beetle is the eponymous hero of the 
Disney film The Lost Bug I 1 12 1 mieleon Circus 

and carnival slang us. 1973. 13 hi horse racing, a weight handicap us, 
1941. 14111 elect 1 line 1 1 tran rmer 15 a torch. 

Circus and carnival usage us, mo. ► have a bug up your ass to 
be annoyed or angry us, 1949. ► put a bug in someone's ear to 
► the bug malaria us, 1947 

Bug nickname Ihe G'een boruel lavem r Pomle Cane, Quebec 
CANADA, 2002 

bug verb 3 to bother meone < inn imeone is 1947 2 to panic, 
to be anxiou 3 4 to talk and 

£& In a disassociated, irrational way while under the influence of 
crack cocaine os, 1992. 5 lo confine someone in a psychiatric ward 
os 1992. 6 to arm something wall an alarm us 1919. 7to attach or 
Install a listening device os 1 919. 8 among vagrant alcoholics, to 
attack someone with bricks, bottles and boots uk 12 ,,,. 9 to dance 


bugaboo noun in imagined I a 1 f terror ok mo 

bugaboos noun nasal mucus Barbados, m 

bUgas noun 

bug bag noun a sleeping bag Canada, wsr 

bug boy noun in h rse in 1. eke h I 1 not yet won a race 

and who is given a five-pound weight allowance. Because of the 
'bug' or asterisk denoting the jockey’s status iftlthd racing 
jjrograrttfofrpi ms 

bug buster noun physi 1 pe ilisin in inf tious diseases os 


bug catcher noun in drag racing, an air scoop that forces air into 
the carburettor og'^jg 

bug collectors noun in motorcyle racing, unbreakable goggles os 1973 
bug doctor noun a psychiatrist os 1951 
bug dope noun insect repellantos?^'. 

bug eye noun 1 in television and film-making, a fisheye lens os m7. 

2 an Austin-Bealy Sprite os 1 992 

bug flea noun an epidemiologist specialising in infectious diseases 

bugfuck adjective deranged, out of control os 1 994 
buggalugs noun used as a term of address. A variation of 
BUGGERLUGS NEVtZ$$MlD.. 202 

bugged adjective 1 angry us, ms. 2 menially unbalanced, crazy. Often 
used as 'bugged-out' us o , 3 covered with sores and abscesses 
from septic injection of a narcotic Drug addicts' use uk, 197s 

bugged Up adje ictive anxious, 1949 

bugger noun 1 a person who takes part in anal sex. A perfectly 
correct usage in egalese, otherwise considered vulgar ok isss. 2 a 
disagreeable person; often used as a term of abuse ok im. 3 a 
person, a regular fellow uk. 1830. 4 an unpleasant, very difficult or 
dangerous thing, project, episode, circumstance; a nuisance uk 
ms. ► give a bugger 1 lerally in a ne itive context ok 


bugger vert 1 to play ihe active role in anal sex ok 159s. 2 to bungle 
something, to ruin something its, 10,47. ► be buggered 
dismissing the sense of a word repeated from a preceding 
statement uk tool 

bugger! used as an expletive uk im 

bugger about; bugger around verb 1 to waste time ok 1923. 2 t$i; 
meander, to wande pointless ly around 1 a 19 3 to inconvenience 

or make difficulties for someone uk so,. 4 10 be unfaithful to your 
wife,or husband, etc. Whilst the act may well remain the same 
the sense here is not foepmmitajultery with someone but, 
rather, is defined in terms of the person spurned Canada, 19m. 5to 
;S|d : le with something or someone; to caress or interfere with' 
someone uk 1937 

bugger all; sweet bugger all noun nothing whatsoever uk im 

buggerama! 

ZEALAND, 1998 

buggeration! used as an e -1 I I 1 ill n I bugger! uk, loss 

buggeration factor noun 1 1 in n -1 11:1 i that complicates a 
imp d 111 I 1 i" 1 mu.1 s 

bugger-bafflers noun side-vents at the bottom rear of a man's 
jacket. Tatte 1 usage uk , 1971 

buggered adjective 1 damned uk true. 2 very drunk uk 2005 >see: 

BUGGERED UP; BUGGERED 

buggered if I know! 1 > 1 pi.1 I lute ignorance uk 


buggered up; buggered adjective exhausted, broken uk is. 
bugger for noun 1 per 11 hoi lergeti ill committed to a 
subject nouri, 8ig. 'a bugger for work', 'a bugger for women' uk 

bugger-grips; bugger's grips noun I n ei especially when 
generously proportioned. Originally nava, the image is of a con- 
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bugger-in-a-bag | bulkie 


f|bt80f’:pa : ir of grips for a sodomiser to hold (Jit© during, anal sex 

bugger-in-a-bag no™ aroui i I iscaper t i fruit pudding in an 
oiled, floured bag to make it waterproof Canada, ms 

buggerise about; buggerise around verb to fool about ausirai ia. 

bugger itl ii r I inf | e. A variation ( bugger! uk mi 
buggerlugs noun used as a ftsrrsp off iendly address. Originally 
nautical, used between men uk 1934 
bugger me! used as an expletive uk mi 
bugger me backwards! 11 - I 11 1 1 tin irprise or exasper- 

alion An elaboration on bugger me! uk 2000 
bugger me dead! am 1971 

bugger me gently! In the late 1980s 

and early 90s, this exclamation was very much associated with the 
character Lizile Birdsworth in the Australian tsteision drama 
series. Prisoner Cell &oek H uk im 
bugger off verb to leave, togipi M i.ss? 

bugger sideways verb to defe 1 meone, t nfound someone. 
Often used as a personal exclamation 'bugger me sideways!' uk 

bugger sugar noun comne.iM0$- 

bugger that for a joke! 

ZEALAND, 1949 

bugger this for a game of soldiers!; bugger that for a game 
of soldiers! 

activity or notion that you have no wish to subscribe to. A vari¬ 
ation of SOD THIS FOR A GAME OF SOLDIERS!, FUCK THIS FOR A GAME OF 
SOLDIERS!, etC UK 1998 

bugger up verb lo spoil something; to ruin something; to exhaust 
something's: *07 

buggery noun hell. A substitute for 'hell' in strong phrases of 
rejection, ruination and disapproval Used in phrases such as like 
buggery' (vigorously 937 ), 'go to buggery!’ (go away!: 1966 ) or 'is 
it buggery!' (n< ► to buggery; all to 

buggery ► will I 

buggery! u ed i u r i l non reement Often 
applied in the third person: 'will he buggery!', 'will they buggery!' 

buggery adjective used as an nlensTier. On the model of bloody uk 

buggery bollocks! 

bugger you! i ed for registering an ird omeone uk is 87 
bugging noun irneone with violence uk 

1966 

bugging adjective 1 down us. 1996. 2 crazy us, ms 

buggy noun i a car Unavoidably, if not deliberately, folksy us, 1926. 2 a 
brakevan (caboose) us. 1899 
buggy adjective silly, insane, or nbelween us, 1902 
buggy whip noun a long radio antenna on a car or truck us z% 2 
bug hole noun a run-down, disreputable theatre us, 1952 
bughouse noun a mental hospital W, im 
bughouse adjective insane, matf-uS, 

bug joint noun a premises that is infested with insects us m6 
bug juice noun 1 an nsect repellant 1 lie term was coined in World 
War 2 and has been used since in Vietnam, there was no shortage 
of bugs or 'bug juice', which was also used to light fires, clean 
weapons and heat cans of c-rations us, 1944. 2 Kool-Aid™ (a fruit 
drink made from a powder to which you add water), or a sugary, 
powdered, artificially flavoured Kool-Aid-like drink. Coined in World 
War 2, popular in Vietnam, and the title and subject of a rouilpf: 
■'girl Scout song sung to the tune of 'On %(j:pf Old Smokey’ us, 

1946. 3 medication given to those with mental disorders us 2092. 

4 any antibiotic us, ms. 5 an opiate or other depressant used as 
knock-out drops us r 949. 6 cheapalcoho Originally just meaning 


'whisky' but, over time, ess discerning us, ow. 7 in aviation, 
propeller de-icing fluid. US Air Force use us, ms. 8 tear gas us, 1950 
bugle noun 1 the on r 2 hi ie Adapted from the previous 

sense, which is the favoured point of entry for most cocaine uk. 
1997. 3 the ered penis Ireland, 1991 

bug off; bugg off verb to go away. A broadcastable euphemism for 

BUGGER OFF UK 10 $ 

bug-out noun 1 in In i retrea In . e isive manoeuvre 

used by fighter pilots us 1957. 2 a lively, wild time US, ms 
bug out verb 1 toflisfitc^ja®. 2 to-gp insane us, mU 
bugout unit noun a military unit with a reputation for running 
under fire. Korean war usage us m2 
bugrakenoun 1 ml k enile rtainl 1 the 1950s probably 
earlier uk m3 
bug roost noun 

bug run noun a parting in the hair tyre 1948 
bugs noun biology, SchpfSI'.use uk 1x8 

bugs adjective crazyfos im 

Bugs Bunny adjective funny Prison rhyming slang new Zealand, 1997 
Bugs Bunny; bugs; bugsy noun mone Rhyr ling fiang, based on 
the name of the Warner Brothers' animated cartoon character 

AUSTRALIA, 1989 


bugsmasher noun i Beecl I E Ii a militar ran rt plan 
used from World War 2 until early in lire Vietnam war us, mi 
bug splat noun the im II istatior targeted bombing us 2003 

bug test noun t 2 

bug torch noun a railway lantern 

buh-bye goodbye I teasing the 

formulaic way in which flight attendants wish farewell to air 
passengers as they leave the plane us, 1996 
build verb itu er e time in pri >r 2 to construct a 

marijuana cigarette A variant is 'build up' uk. ms. ► build a fire 
to operate a ► build that 

bridge to gel over something that rook place in the past us ms 
builder noun a bodybuilder us, raw 

building noun ► on the building In the building trade uk 1959 
build-up noun esigned to 

Increase the odds on a bet made away from the track us 19<so 
bukkake noun a photograph ide iepictin multiple men 
'Ejaculating onto a single woman. Japanese slang meaning 'splash’ 
used by English-speakers with no further knowledge of Japanese; a 
popular fetish in the US and UK. The prototype video shows a 
pretty young girl kneeling art t& centre of a room with many merV 
ip to several hundred) masturbating off camera and ejaculating 
on hefiSath no further sexual contact us 2000 
bukuso’clock noun in the evening south Africa. 2003 
bulb noun the core 1 ipsule 1 lings us 1971 
bulb snatcher noun an electr m e leciall >ne engaged in bulb 
replacement us 

bulge noun 1 the male f hinted at or 

imagined when dressed uk m2. 2 a lead Sports usage, describing 
team standings us. mst 

bulk noun ► in bulk; in baulk; in balk unable to do anything, 
especially as a result of aughter; disabled. I rom 'baulk' (an area of 
9 snooker or billiards table) suggesti ng 'oul .bf play' otfyp 
bulk adjective large in amount or quantity Australia, 1 977 
bulk adverb many; fifph; ras? 

bulkhead verb I I ragingly in a lice intended to be 
overheard US 

bulkie noun in Boston, a sandwich roll us, 1997 
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bull noun i nonsen e. An abbr iation f bullshit us, 1902. 2a police 
officer; especially a detective; a prison guard us. im. 3 an 
aggressive, mannish lesbian us i%7. 4 in prison, a person who can 
withstand physical hardship s m s; wharf labourer unfairly 
favoured for employment Australia 1957. 6 an aggressive poker 
bettor us. rass. 7 in the circus, an elephant, male or female us, 1921. 
• a battle tank (a 9 in a deck ol playing cards, an ace us. 1953 
\>see: BULLDYKE 

bull verb 1 to polish something, especial y boots; hence, to clean a 
uniform, kit or quarters. A variant is 'bull up’. Services usage since 
1950, possibly earlier uk 1950. 2 to lie, to pretend; to distort the 
truth or exaggerate; to tell ta stories Australia mm. 3 to take the 
rjbtive role in homosexual anal sex; to be a homosexual Barbados, 
1987. 4 In poker, to bluff repeatedly, betting 111 amounts designed to 
drive other players out of hands simply by virtue: efWjSisize of the 
■Seiji£.7963 

bull adjective when describing a mi itary rank, full Korean war usage 

bull! used as an expression of utter disbelief often surprised or 
contemptuous disbelief A ebghremistic shortening of bullshit 

AUSTRALIA, 1964 

Bullamakanka noun i n igin i remote place \ustralia 1953 

bull and cow noun Rhyming slang for 

bull and pants noun 11 Rnyr nn Im 1 pants' Australia, 

bull artist noun illy lies or exaggerates os, 1918 

bullcrap noun I I BULLSHIT US. 1935 

bulldag verb to perform oral sex on a woman us. 1954 

bulldagger noun a lesbian ith ma ulin ffectation n 
mannerisms A variant of bulldyke us, 1929 


uk, 1999. 7 a narcotic suppository us, mu. 8 a rivet os iseo. 9 a short 
surfboard with a rounded nose us. 10 in skateboarding, a 
riding position: c$ping low oh the boafd with. arfhf,' 
outstretched os 197,. 11 a single spurt of semen during male 
ejaculation. Plays on shoot (to ejaculate) us. on, 12 dismissal from 
employment os /so. 13 a rejection letter os race ► put a bullet 
in Rover t ► with a 

bullet Trom the 

typographical symbol that indicates the tune's progress us. 1980 
bullet bag noun a condom Combines bullet (an ejaculation of 
semen) with a suitable carrier/container uk ms 
bullet lane noun the passing lane on a motorway os 1976 
bulletproof adjective 1 2 in 

computing, able to withstand any change or external stimulus os. 


bullet-stopper noun a solder n the infantry os ms 

bull feathers noun i bullshit os,/971 

bullfighter noun an empty railway carriage OS 1946 

bull fries noun ulls. More 

commonly kf1$@n in the US as''prairie oysters' Canada, 1937 
bullfrog verb in craps, to make a bet on a single roll of the dice os, 


bullfucker noun address to a fellow. 

©lends bullshitter (a liar) and motherfucker (a person) us, 197s. 
bull gang noun ill d pedal ly of inskilled workers os. 


bull goose noun i a railway yardmaster os, 1977. 2 by extension, the 
person in charge of any situation us, 1932 

bullhead noun is os, 1973 


bull derm noun any low grade of tobacco Issued by the state to 
prisoners, A corruption of ©ullnEfci^m™, an RJ Reynolds tobacco 
brand os, 2001 

bulldog nouni the earliest edition of a morning newspaper os, 19m. 

2 a Mack™ truck. I rom the company's logo os 1971. 3 in electric 
line work, a ynfe'grip used for holding a conductor under tension 

bulldog verb 1 tt n explosive to 

open it from the bottom os, 1949. 2 (used of a professional insider 
nshorse racing) to’fabelyclaim to have given good information in 
a completed race us. wes. 3 in the illegal production of alcohol, to 
sweat whisky out of used barrel staves os 1974. 4 to intimidate 
someone verbally and/or physically os, 1992 
bulldog nose noun a severe case of gonorrhea. A truly hideous 
image us, i %7 

bulldoze verb to coerce, to bully or lo intimidate someone, 
/especially to further political ends. By back-formation from: aotfc 
ventional 'bulldozer' (a heavy caterpillar tractor fefjampwhg' 
obstacles) os 137 6 

bulldozer noun 1 layer wl 1 ive betting is not 

contingent upon holding a good handtg, ms 
bull dust noun n nser rubbish A( iphen m for bullshit, but 
based on the Australian English term 'bulldtSC' (fine powdery dirt, 
or sand.Sscjsiurtd' in a stoctyard).AU$rmiA, im 
bulldust verb to I the truth or exaggerate; to 

teflijiistQries Australia, 1967 

bulldyke; bulldike; bull noun a lesbian with masculine affectations 
:and mannerisms os »r 

bulldyker; bulldiker noun a lesbian with masculine affectations and 
mannerisms A variant of bulldyke (A 1906 
buller noun i male t m exual b levs mu 
bullet nouni 2 in cards, an 

ace us 1807. 3 a portion 01 marijuana wrapped hi plastic or tinfoil 
new Zealand. 1979. 4 a quart boil e of beer, especially of Budweiser™ 
beer us 1967 . sacapsule of secobarbital sodium (irade name 
Seconal™), a central nervous system depressant us 1972. 6 a device 
jfat delivers a measured quantity of powdered drug for inhalation 


bull horrors noun the terror of the police felt by a drug addicit os 


bullia capital noun cradk cocaine UK ims 

bulling adjective 1 very good us. 1953. 2 enraged Ireland, ms 

bullion noun crack cocaine Uk ms 

bull it through verb to accomplish something by sheer strength 
rather than by skill and planning, especially of an outdoor task 

CANADA. 1961 

bull jive noun 1 insincere talk us. n/i. 2 marijuana that has been 
adulterated with catnip or anothei eaf- ike substance os 1973 
bull juice noun on I 1 nil 1 1 1 il lautical use 
bull-moose noun 1 hu e erfi 1 ran hence, a foreman us climo 
bull night noun an evening on which recruits and trainees are 
confined to barracks to prepare for an inspection the following 
day. Military, based on bull (to polish, to cidah) uk i 984 

bull nun nounSgitpankCANADA, 1960 
bullo noun non.sen An elal rah i I bull l 4 
bullock verb 1 teristic from the 

beast Australia, 1875 . 2 to use an inner strength and determination 
in order to get your way or follow your ambition, A figurative 
ifif the-previous sense austb#?. 1930 
bullocking adjective 1 11I 1 ive in attack. From an earlier 

sense of the word (hard physical work) newzealanp, 19m 
bullock's blood noun a drink of rum mixed in strong ale UK 1949 
bullocky noun beef Pidgin Australia, ms 

bull of the woods noun 1 a college official such as a dean us. 1947. 

2 in oil drilling, an important company official os 1954. 3on the 
railways, a carriage shop foreman os m 
bullpen noun 1 1 h I li 1 ell in urtr 1 1 r a jail us war. 2 an 
open area In an office with desks os 1983. 3 in a nightclub, chairs 
without tables for patrons who want only to listen to the musTcj/S' 
1956. 4 a room where a work r rew congregates us. 1946 
bull prick noun n oil drilling, an elevator pin us, 1954 
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bullpup | bum chum 


bullpup noun i i i ii ill | nl ne th an elaborate stock 
us 1957 . 2 the air-to-ground missi e (AGM) carried on fighter jets us. 

bull ring noun i s of anal 

intercourse, a virgin anus Homosexual use os 2003. 2 in motor 
racing, an oval track os, ms. 3 in horse racing, a small track os 1975 
bullring camp noun a homosexual male brothel uk. 1937 
bullringer noun on the railways, a yard pointsman us. 1990 
bulls noun nonsense. A shortening of bullshit Australia, r 959 
bull-scare veib u I I 1 I 1 11 I 1 mini 

someone without#teting them us 1971 
bull session noun an inf rm roup discussion is. 1919 
bull’s eyenoun 1 | ml focusei 1 1 h m 2fifty pounds 

(£S0S.' the score at darts k as? ' 
bullsh noun nonsense, rubbish A euphemistic shortening of 

BULLSHIT AUSTRALIA, 1919 

bullshipper noun in i n I I from lahoma 

bullshit noun nonsense te-i m 

bullshit verb to deceive someone, to fool someone us iw 

bullshit! nonsense!, rubbishi Australia, ms 

bullshit artist noun a person who habitually lies or exaggerates us. 

1942 

bullshit-ass adjective illshit (nonsense) 

with -ass (an intedsper for the preceding adjective) us 2002 
bullshit baffles brains 1 Ii I 11 th iefeat of logic by a 
convincing argument Originally military, probably from World War 
2, this catchphrase even gave rise to the Pig Latin excrementum 
virtcfc cerebellum uk 1995 

bullshit black noun the ll 1 blacl | uni often found on a used car's 
chassis k g® 

bullshit bomber noun a plane used in a propaganda-dropping oper- 

bullshit rich adjective slang of miners us. 


Bullshit Tax nickname tl le in iian Bl il I lie Ta - (BST), as the 
Goods and Services Tax was known at first in the Maritime 
provinces. The introduction of this national tax in 1990 provoked 
protests, and the parody of the'vacronym.BST in the Maritimes 
actually caused the government to change it to the ftp " "* 
(Harmonized SalefTTax) Canada, 1990 
bullshitter noun a liar, a braggart, a bluffer us. 1933 
Bullshit Towers noui ime Canada, 1995 

bullskate verb ' ni ill 1 I -1 1 1 1 me 10 brag. A 

euphemism for bullshit u$J»/ 

bull's nose noun Stj the railways, a goods wagon couplen®| : :?(8| 

bull's wool noun any stolen goods US. 1945 

bullsworth noun in circus usage, a lie us, mi 

bully noun a bulldozer wa*?®@isig mi 

bully adjective exs&HBftt m. 1599 

bully beef noun nor pri 1 11- 1 11 n ifficer. Rhyming 

slang for 'chief' uk, 195s 

bully beef adjective deaf. Rf ng on Scottish 

pronunciation 

bully club noun a police baton us m 

bully for you! excellent; good for you! Originally sincere, now ironic 
or jocular us, c.izss 

bullyon noun cannabi resin and lerbal marijuana. A misspelling of 
'bouillon', a thin clear soup similar in appearance to marijuana 
tea, commercially available as small cubes which resemble blocks 

bully stick noun a police baton us, 1990 

bullywhack verb 10 lie or at least exaggerate Canada, 1937 

bulrush noun a paint brush Rhyming slang uk, ms 


buly noun an ambulance uk tm 

bum noun 1 th the anus, the 

rectum. A good Middle English word that survived in conventional 
usage until the late C18. The etymology is very uncertain; possibly 
from Italian bum (the sound of an explosion), and it is suggested 
(elsewhere) that bum is echoic of buttocks slapping a flat surface. 
What is certain is that it is now in semi-conventional currency. It is 
.not ap'abbreviation of bottom which is a much later coinage us 
1387. 2 a bag in which classified documents which are to be 
destroyed are placed us, 1986. 3 a lazy person; a beggar; a vagrant 
us, 1864. 4 a I ► give your 

bum an airing to use the lavatory uk, cm ► on the bum 
1 living as a beggar us 1 ■ 2 (of machinery) not working, broken, 
not operating correctly Canada, mi. ► take it up the bum to 
take the passive role in anal intercourse uk 2003 
bum verb i to engage in m inter urse. I n bum (the buttocks, 
the'botem); possibly playing on the phrase 'bum alig'fto 
scrounge a cigarette) which can be understood to mean 'sodomise 
a gay man' uk, 1999. 2 10 beg; to borrow something without the 
expectation of returning if. us, /«•,/. 3 lo feel poorly or depressed US, 
1989. 4 to have a bad experience with a hallucinogenic drug us. 1972. 
5 in computing, lo improve something by removing or rearranging 
it us 1983. 6 to wander, to idle, to ive ax a vagrant Australia, mu. 

7 to boa - - ► bum your 

chaff; bum your chat; bum your load to tell 4*tall story tci- 
impress or convince someone uk 1937 
bum adjective 1 injur II111 1 ill x 2 inferior, bad, of 

poor-quality us, 1859 

bum about; bum around verb to wander or live idly us 1926 
bumba; bumbo noun the anus or vagina Jamaica, 
bum bandit noun 1 ml 1 . exual uk m3 


bum-beef verb lo frame an innocent person us, ms 

bum bend noun an unpleasant experience under ihe influence of a 

iHallucihdgen'.las, .-isn 

bumbershoot noun an ymbftfcwA r©6 

bumble bee noun 1 

Citizens* band radio slang, after the US sense (1976) as a 'two- 
stroke/two-cycle engine'; i n both cases an attasian to the .sound of 
the motor uk, mi. 2 any two-cycle engine us, mi. 3 an amphet¬ 
amine tablet us rasa 

bumbled up adjective drankfcthe. point of passifig'akk- 1968 
bumblee noun 1 a small car not built in die US Dismissive, vaguely 
jingoistic; of the era when American-made cars;.d«ninated the 
market in the US but the influx of foreign-made cars had begun 
us, 1968. 2 in Passaic, New Jersey, a po ice officer us. 2000 
Bumblefuck noun 11 1- 11 1- 11 II lown us m9 

bumblepuppy noun in poker in inexj ienced and/or ur killer 
player. Originally from the game of whist uk isos 
bumbo noun whisky Australia, m2 >see: bumba 
bumboclot; bumboclaat; bamb’clat; bumbaclaat noun 1 a 
sanitary towel; a cloth for wiping faeces. West Indian and UK black 
patois, literally 'bottom-cloth'. There is a, possibly disingenuous, 
belief ampfigst some Jamaicans that Bumbo was a king of Africa 
Jamaica, 1980 . 2 used as direct abuse or as an intensifies West Indian 
and UK black patois. Can also be used as an exclamation to 
register shock, surprise .or anger uk im 

bumboynouni it.. nal | Ilya /outhful, sexually 

inexperienced male who is the object of an older homosexual's 
desire uk mi. 2 a sycophant UK 1929 
bumbrella noun an umbrella ($, im 
bum bud noun inferior marijuana 
bum-bum noun the buttocks trinidad and• fQ$A0% St»3 


i arrest someone on fblse or. poly-existent charges 


bumbye; bumbai adverb , 1 >r 1 le n in. Ha hi m youth usage us; 
bum chum noun 1 1 1 homosexual male 
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bum crumb noun a small lump of excrement that clings to the anal 

bum dough noun counterfeit'ftffiti^ffi 1992 
bumf; bumph noun 1 paperw k; e icial paper An abbreviation of 
bum fodder (toilet paper) uk. mm 2 toilet paper. An abbreviation of 
bum fodder. The elaboration, 'bog bumf, not recorde.di.un® 1984, 
is tautological but pleasingly alliterative, Uk isso 
bum-face noun used as a derogatory form of address UK 1972 
bum-fluff noun i the ft facial hai Mill ent boy. The 
image of sparsely spread haii on a backside of 1949. 2 empty talk; 
nonsense Australia, 194 5. 3 a contemptible man, especially one who 
is younger than, sragfjuniqj; status to, the speaker uk 200O 
bum-flufferies noun ' ^1 ill he n ill prin An extension of bumf 
(pspfp&drfebut note bum-fluff tnsnsensepwk: 
bum fodder noun 1 1 1 1 1 round 1 in an nymous author, 

now presumed to be Alexander Brome (1620 - 66), wrote 'Bumm- 
ifiler or Waste-Paper Proper to Wipe the Nations Rump with' UK 

bum freezer noun a-stett Ebatu*' @S?' 

bumfucknouni iigita in ge the pr< tate ia the anus and 
rectuim : 4i.# : diagnostic and.tfig&js&stic procedure uk mi 
bumfuck verb to have anal intercourse, to sodomise someone. 

Combines bum (the posterior)' with fuck (to have sex) us, ism 
Bumfuck, Egypt noun a mythical town that is the epitome of 
remoteness. With variants US, 1972 
bum fun noun an intimate fondling of another's bottom uk. 2000 
bum gravy noun liquid excreta, diarrhoea uk 2002 
bum-hole adjective ihferiirpijad tiK im 

bumhole; bum-hole noun the anus. Logically follows bum (the pos¬ 
terior) UK 1979 

bum jacket noun 

bum-kicked adjective depressed- ttg iwi 
bum-knuckle noun he co< hence, also used is a generalised 
inlfe&MteB 

bumlicker noun a sycophant, a toady Combines bum (the buttocks, 
t|e anus) with 'someone who licks'; as a demdnitation of 
subservience this image is far older than the term and can be 
seen in C16 woodblocks of devil-worshippers pledging their service 
jtSthe hindquarters of-a goat uKuteBV 
bum lift noun a procedure in cosmetic surgery to firm up the 
buttocks UK 1992 


ketamine us ms. 5 a single dose of crystalised methadrine us, i98s. 

6 crack cocaine; also counterfeit crack cocaine uk ms. 7 a fetal 
overdose of a drug. A nuance of the sense as 'a .single cfcse of a 
drug', possibly influenced by the sense do kill’ uk 2001. 8 an 
assassination; a murder us 1919. 9 in poker, an increase in the bel 
on a hand us ms 10 in betting i doul 1 - the bet in effect us 
1986. 11 a promotion in pay 01 respon ,il li 12 n 

computing, an increment us; mi. 13 in volleyball, an underhand 
forearm pass to a team mate us, urns. ► the bump dismissal from 
employment UK S&friANp, loss 

bump verb 1 to kill someone us 1914. 2 (of a prisoner) to let it be 
known that a debt owed to another inmate cannot be repaid uk 
use,. 3 to give an employee a promotion us 1957. 4 to slide a large 
stack of gambling chips up next to a player's bet to sizethe 
amount of chips for a payoff us mi. 5 in poker, to increase 
another player's bel us mi. 6 to talk a customer into a higher 
price us i98o. 7 to defraud someone, to swindle someone uk ms. 

8 in professional wrestling, to fell to Hie mat in leigned pain us 
1999. 9 to boost a state of drug intoxication uk ms. 10 in a 
striptease orSfber sexual dance, to thrust the hips forward as if 
cof 11 1 to drive slowly 

in a lowered vehicle, especially one with a hydraulic suspension 
system that will bounce the car up and down us m3. 12 to 
develop breasts bahai 1 13 

► bump fuzz ther 

woman us, 1997. ► bump gums pea (bout saying much us 
1945. ► bump heads to fight us 1971. ► bump pussies; bump 
donuts; bump fur (11 ml f lesbian 1 e especially by 
engaging in vulva-to-vul 1 11 1 n ► bump the blanket 

to masturbate in bed uk soar ► bump titties to fight us, ms. 

► bump uglies to have sex us 19m 

bump and bore verb (of a racehorse) to veer off course and bump 

Bump City nickname The title of a 1972 record 

album by the group Lower 0! Power, as well as a 1979 book by 
Joint jfrich us. 1972 

bumper noun 1 the buttocks us. mu. 2 the female breast. Generally In 
the plural us mi/ 3 a person who enjoys performing oral sex on 
women us. 1950. 4a lesbian us mu. s in pool, (he cushion on the 
side of the table us 1990. 6 in horse racing, a (National Hunt) flat 
raceu/c ms. 7 any alcholic beverage Bermuda ms. 8 crack cocaine 
uk 2003. 9 a cigarette buttauS7XAUA 1399 

bumper verb 1 1 d butts. From 

bumper (a cigaietw 1 ui 1 21 m hi iguish a cigarette 

and save the butt for smoking later. From bumper (a cigarette Wm 
MsWAOA,.»78 


bum man noun a man who is especially fond of female buttocks new 
mtmo, m 

bummed adjective depressed, irritated USJm: 
bummer noun 1 1 'bummer boy' 

uk 1967. 2a disappointing or depressing event us ms. 3a bad 
experience with LSD 01 another hallucinogen us use. 4a beggar a 
tramp, a bum US, ms 

bummy noun a transient, penniless, dirty person us, 1923 
bummy verb to intim I 1 meone ur nl im ng UK Yardies and 
other West Indian communities Jamaica, 2000 
bummy adjective dirty, wretched US, m6 
bummy-ass adjective low, disreputable, shoddy us, mo 
bum-numbing adjective 11 e I I 11 1 1 mi activity that 

keeps a participant seated until ilm posterior has lost any sense of 
feeling uk 1976 

bum of the month noun a person identified as a poor performer. A 
term coined in connection with heavyweight boxer Joe Lotirs, i$h&. 
fought against a series of unworthy contenders us, 1970 
bum out verb someone us mo 

bump noun 111 i striptease or ther sexual dance 1 forceful pelvic 
thrust us 1931. 2 in profes; e mat or floor, 

embellished with grunts, shakes and body spasms that create the 
Impression that (he opponent has truly hurt the victim us 2000. 3 a 
dose of cocaine uk 19%. 4a single dose of the recreational drug 


bumper adjective e | mi Li- ui ilarged uk 1759 
bumper jumper noun a vehicle that is too close behind another 
Citizens' band radio slang uk mi 
bumper kit noun the female IjSRiCks us, rsjt 

bumper shine verb >see: bum shine 

bumper-shooter noun someone who picks up cigarette ends 
AUSTRALIA, 1953 

bumper tag noun i i li hi Hi i i ir e penally a rear 

end collision us i o 2 in pool, a shot that is- made off two 
-■toshions on the srde-of the table,. (Sirring on a term commonly 
used to- describe a traffic jam us im 
bumper-to-bumper adjective (used of car traffic) fHjyir5g; S.IOWlyj(nd 
close together us ms 

bumper-up; bumper-upper noun a pmsblute's handyman Australia, 

bumping adjective excellent us ms 
bump list noun a IFCfltRder targets us, p63 
bumpmannoun in i pickp ette m a confederate who bumps 
and distfefits the targeted victim us, rap- 
bump off verb to kill someone US 1907 

bumps noun la tine. Fr m bump i I 1 line) us 1997. 2 loud 
bass notes as amplified on a stereo us, 1997 
bump shop noun a car body repair shop us, 197s 
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bump spot noun 

final spot of the qualifying field, subject to being displaced by a 
better performance of a car yet to qualifp/§: 
bump stick™™ in drag raeij%a camshaft us wes 
bum puncher™™ a male t kingthe i e role in anal sex, 
especially when finesse is not an issue Australia, ms 
bump up verb to increase something OK imi 
bumpy noun the buttocks Bermuda as? 

bum rap noun i nation os, m2. 

2 a false criminal accusation; an unfair conviction os, 1926 
bum-rap verb to arrest someone without proof of guilt us. 1947 
bum robber™™ a male homosexual. An exacl synonym of ass/arsl 

bum-rush verb meoneosasz 

bumscare verb to drop your trousers, bend over and expose your 
buttocks AUS^mUA. 1985 

bum shine; bumper shine verb hang onto thpfrear bumper of a 
car and slide behind it in icy weather Canada rasz 
bumsicle™™,! iypothermi< ilcoholicos 7994 

bums-on-seats noun a ih as a source of 

income we jsm 


; ; fi Jgp 

bumsters noun rousei I igned to be in - I on the hip - 
play on the more familiar 'hipsters' and bum (the buttocks) uk 2003 
bumsucker noun a sycophant OK i9so 
bum-sucking adjective sycophantic ok is® 

bum tag noun a piece of faecal mattei in the hair about the anus ok 

bum trip noun 1 a bad experience with LSD or another hallucinogen 
os 1966. 2 any bad experience os ms 
bum tripper noun 1 iei n perien ng | chotic break while 
using a hallucinogenic drug OS rnz 
bumwad noun toilet paper, or any material used in place of toilet 
paper os me 

bum-waggle verb m the exaggerated motions of 

those who practise the sport mstralia. im 

bum warmer noun a car coat US mi 

bun noun 1 the vagina us. mi 2 a woman who has sexual intercourse 
with multiple male partners Australia .7 , 3 marijuana ok ms. 

4 the head new Zealand, lieu. ► do your bun to lose your temper 
► have a bun on to be drunk us i960 
bun verfc to take the tive role in anal se tralia m2 
bun bandit noun the active male in male-on-male anal sex os, 19&4 
bun-biter noun a sycophant or toady. School usage os, mi 
bun boy noun 1 a 1 prominent 

feature Is his buttocks os, ;•«?. 2 a sycophantic assistant os, ms 
bunce verb to n, i -1 mo- ( 11 >ne, especiall 11 bviously rich or 
eager ok im 

bunce; bunts; bunse noun money; profit; extras. Possibly^#; 
corruption of 'bonus' uk, isk 

bunce up verb THERN IRELAND. 

bunch noun a 1 mi 1 | e imount I 1 ml 1 s, 19%. ► the 
bunch in a race, the main t 1 n hi 1 A pecialised vari- 
-gtbri of the conventional sense (a group of people) ok mi 

bunch verb 1 2 to 

' quit a job'os 1927 

bunched adjective I ELAND. 1989 

bunch of bananas noun in a car, an exhaust system with individual 
headers that inteftvyineys, ms 

bunch of bastards noun a tangled rope, Naval' origins ,pk ®ei 


bunch of fives noun the fist; a punch; a series of blows delivered 
with the fist uk. mi 

bunch of flowers noun in horse racing, used by jockeys to describe 
'a very small tipftf fjotijS at all, from an owner after wihmngjjf- * 
race Australia, isso 

bunch of grapes noun a large mess of knots in a fishing line 

AUSTRALIA, 1982 

bunch punch noun i in I in mu i[ nale uid a single 
female us ms. 2 by extension, any chaotic situation in which it is 
not Clear who is doing what to whom us 
bunco noun i fraud; an act of fraud, especially a swindle by means of 
card-trickery; a confidence trick a. raM 2 a squad of police 
assigned; confidence swindles «s 1947 
bunco verb to swindle someone, to cheal someone us, 1875 
bunco artist noun a professional swindler os, 1945 
bunco booter noun an infrequent smoker ts, rs* 
bundie noun a hamburger bun Ireland, 1991 

bundle nouni i roll of 

money) us 190:1. 2 a long prison sentence us, 1950. 3 a bundle of 
packets of heroin; heroin us, lr>, 4 a sexually appealing woman us. 
eh,. 5 a fight us, 1937. ► go a bundle on to highly regard 
someone 01 something ok 1957 

bundle verb 1 to fight uk. ms. 2 to make someone incapable of 

bundle buggy noun a small delivery truck U% mi 

bundle of socks noun ax 

AUSTRALIA, 1945 

bundu noun wilderness, desert; the >u 1 the jungle; the countryside. 
Etymology unknown; possibly derived from the shona word for 
'grassland*, Possibly adopted into British Military use during the 
campaign against the Mau-Mau in Kenya in the early 1950s; in 
1984, the variant Txjndoo was recorded in use by the British 
Mlitaf^ ih. Northern Ireland south Africa, 1939 
bunfight noun a tea party. A 'bun' is a 'sticky cake', and this 
describes whal happens when a children's lea party gets out of 
rlttfeoK 200 t 

bun floss noun a thong-backed bikini bottom us, 1991 

bung noun 1 a I 2 w slang uk ms. 

3 the anus UK dss. ► on the bung being in regular receipt of 
bribes, or receiving benefits in exchange for bribery uk 2001 

bung verb 1 to tin 1 pul 1 end, especiall ith use of force uk 
2 3 

uk 1950. 4 to pay protection money to someone in authority. A 
specialisation 0! the previous sense 1 it 1 ss s to hit someone uk 
1984. ► bung it on to beh e pret itiousl to give oneself airs 
and graces austral/a. 1942. ► bung on an act to give an exagger¬ 
ated performance 1 ink _ in n 11 ir ci m2 ►bung 

on side to behave pretentiously, to give oneself airs and graces 
AUSTRALIA. 1997. ► bung on the bull to behave pretentiously 
.:AU$$AUA r tm: 

bung adjective br -n nil i I in II Aboriginal pidgin 
English meaning 'dead', from the Australian Aboriginal language 
Jagara Australia. 1397 >see: bong. ► go bung to fell Australia, isss 
bungalow noun a dortjnrtory room Vs, 1992 
bunged adjective tlply SOUTH AFRICA 1946 

hunger noun i 2an exploding 

firework Australia, 1929. 3 a cigarette Australia, 1995 

bung-full adjective 

drinking. I nil up to the point where a stopper should be necessary 
td contain it all uk 1984 

bunghole noun i the anus uk ten. 2 by extension, a despicable, 
unlikeable person us. cm.. 3a pastry treat made from leftover pie 
dough spread with brow* sugar, cinnamOni-ahd butter Canada, 1992. 

4 cheese Australia, 19® 
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bungi verb to have anal sex Canada, 20m 

bungie noun i t 11 11 in I 1 tud it in >uth Africa during 

the struggle against apartheid south Africa, 1996 

bungie-hole verb 1 .. meon - iriation of bunghole us, 

bung navel noun a protruding navel Barbados. 2003 
bungo noun a ' AMAICA, 1979 

bung on verb i -lly carelessly. 

From bung (to throw, to put) os m t. 2 to stage a party, event, etc 


bunny boiler noun in I ive, possessi Oman From the 
action in the film Fatal Attraction, 1987, in which actress Glenn 
£iss& put the fear of i nta .Molterous. mien uK 3# 
bunny boilery adjective of a woman scorned, unhealthily obsessed 
with her (ex-)lover. From bunny boiler uk, 2003 
bunny booknoun i sexua - 1 1 1 11 zine I mm the Playboy 

jbunny, lii .-3967 

bunny boot noun lly made of 

rubber with an inflatable air layer for insulation us, 1954 
bunny cap noun a fur-lined pile cap Vietnam war usage us, i %8 

bunny chow noun a hot 11 aollowed 


bunhead noun a dolt; an outis# us, ms 
bun-huggers noun tight-fitting trousers us, i %4 
bunjee; bunjie; bungee noun an ndia-rubber eraser; India rubber. 
More familiar in later use as 'elasticated rope' and, since 1979 , in 
an extreme sports context (bungee jumping) uk, 192s 
bunk noun 1 nonsense 2 eai iru especially heroin us, 

1992. 3 a hiding place us, 1950. 4 a prisoner's cell or the area 
immediately an hi ih I 11 1 rmitor etting us, ms. ►do 
a bunk; pull a bunk to abscond, to run away uk is 70 
bunk vert 1 to all ond rplaytruant isual 1 m school or work. 
Also to 'bunk off uk cm. 2 to sleep, to stay the night. Introduces a 
military or Western (eel ( is. 1 m. 3 to travel without a ticket uk ms. 

4 to carry a passenger on the cross-bar of a bicycle Australia, 1959. 

5 to hide something us. bso 

bunk adjective worthless us, 1990 
bunker noun 1 2 

.as a base from jsfridJ fe Wpfect violent robberies UK im 
bunkered adjective 11 1 lua 1 1 rn uch n. i difficult to escape. 

A figurative application flf golfing terminology UK im 
bunk fatigue noun sleep USJ 0 U 

bunk fee noun the amour im in an opium 

den «1@g". 

bunk flying noun dramatic, on-the-ground discussions'Of : ffylf|g 
" |*p#jts us, im 

bunk in verb tc without paying. 

Seti&Qlboy reversal of 'burik of? uk. 2000 
bunk patrol noun a nap hi 1 Im 1 inted Police usage 

CANADA, 1953 

bunkum noun nonsense In or around 1820 the Congressman 
representing Buncombe County in North Carolina, USA, in sfgjfidg 
to impress his constituents, made a pointless-speepilb Congress; 
overtime ''Buncombe' became 'bunkum' us, im 
bunk-up nouni an act of sexual intercourse Originally military, post- 
World War 2 uk 19.5s. 2 a lifting-up as assistance in climbing or 
reaching Australia, 1919 

bunky noun in jail dr prison, a cellmate us, ms 

bunnit noun ► do your bunnit to lose your temper. Glasgow slang 

bunny noun 1 a FI 1 I III h te 1 it III hostess dressed in 
a costume that is representative of a rabbit Ashonenir«i 5 |the 
official job-description: Bunny Girl us, i 960 . 2 a woman blessed with 
few if any sexual inhibitions us, 1971. 3 a female surfer or a male 
surfer's girlfriend us 1936. 4 a homosexua male prostitute us, 19 67 . 
s the rectum us 197.?. 6 a conversation uk tut. 7 a person who talks 
too much, especially stupidly uk 1954. 8 a fool, a dupe Australia. 
ns:!. 9 a pilotman uk 1970. 10 in shuffleboard, the disc on a 
number representing the winning score us 1967. 11 in the sport of 
field archery, a 15 cm target face. Derives fromthe small face of a 
fbunny* ((rabbit) yyblch, along with faces of other jcnall creatures, is 
used as a target uk bss 


bunny dipnoun 1 metf 1 11 nil mers drinks 

calcu ated to keep a woman s breasts from spilling out from a low- 
cut tight bodice. A technique perfected by and taught tf Playboy 
tfetaraes us m 

bunny fuck verb to have sex quickly, if not frantically us, 1971 
bunny hole noun 1 1 - 1 1 1 1 in 1 I lolet provide protection 

from a mortar attack Korean war usage us. 1957 
bunny hop noun 11 - icf 1 >ouncing l th heel of a bicycle off 
the ground into the air us, 1953 
bunny hugnoun 1 gi hooded itshir Especially in 
Saskatchewan, where it gets very cod in winter, this term is used 
(for a key warm layer of cldptlg Canada, 2004 
bunny suit noun w member over 

an anti-gravity suit us 19 66 
buns noun 1 the buttocks us is//. 2 the feet us 1973 
bunt noun the buttocks. A blend of'buttocks' and 'cunt' us resz 
bunter noun §pm00iii$, 1973 

bunty noun 1 s 2 - mall 

person, especially a small middle-aged woman. From Scottish/Irish 
dialect uk, 

buoy noun a si ly catching a wave 


bupp verb 

buppie; buppy; bumpie noun a (young) black urban professional;-a 
(young) black upwardly mobile r rofessional A socio-economic 
acronym on the model of yuppie; as forced as 'yuppie' seemed 
natural and &iJy4 *nprgina|i tarm in the vernacular us igm 
buppies noun bre id ind butt 1 1 I 1 I 11 id butter. After 

earlier variations 'bupper', 'buppie', 'bups', 'bupsie'; derived by 
mftntM induction uk 197s 
'burb noun a suburb. Often in the plur9i4#;s» 
burble verb in 11 itin 1 | n inflammatory message that 

displays the person’s complete ignorance on the subject in 
Question. From Lewis Carroll's 1871 Through the lookingGliSs^ifl 
which theJabterwock 'burbled' (spoke in a murmuring or 
rambling manner) us. m 

bureau-drawer special noun a small, inexpensive'handgun us. 1%2 
burg noun 1 a city or town us. isns. 2 a burglary us, m3 
burger noun 1 a variety of MDM 

as ecstasy uk 1996. 2 a shape ess, uneven wave. An abbreviation of 
mushburger o' 3 a rape 111 Ini e offered while 
skateboarding us. 1976 

burglar noun 1 a prison officer doing a surprise cell-search, especially 
of an officer who is considered an expert in this business. Heavily 
ironic uk bso. 2 (he operator of a dishonest carnival game us 1950 
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buried treasure noun I and usually 

poorly written piece Of code found in a program us, mi 

burk verb to VOmit US. I 960 

burk; burke noun >see: berk 

burlnouni an itterr i i tan thin \ua my 2 in 
horse racing, odds of 5-1. Rhyming slang, abbreviated from 'Bud 
Ives' for 'fives' AustMm, ws 

burlap noun ation of the 

more common term, 'getting the sack' us, 1951 
burley; burly noun burlesque us, ism 
burleycue noun burlesque us. 1923 
burlin adjective drunk w,2U% 

Burlington hunt noun 1 the vagina, Rltjpjfig slang for cunt. A 
lesser-known variation of Berkshire hunt and Berkeley huiif.jp, i 960 . 

2 a fool. Rhyming slang for cunt ore i960 
burly noun 1 something which is not easily accomplished us mi. 

2 in foot-propelled scootering, a difficult trick or stunt which has 
pain or injury as the price of failtife, a scooter-rider who specialises 
inrstidb tricks UK 2000 

burly adjective i intimidating. A surfer term used to describe a wave, 
brought into broader youth usage ; is. m 3 . 2 very cold us mi 
burly show noun 1 1 irmval 1 1 burl ]ue how us, mi 

BURMA written on an envelope, or at the foot of a lover's letter as 
lovers' code for foe undressed (or upstairs) and ready my angel'. 
Wdely-known, and well-used by servicemeih; {slow a part of the- 
coded vocabulary of texting uk. i 960 

Burmese Fuckin' Incredible noun a variety of marijuana seed frep!.. 
British Columbia Canada. 2002 

burn noun 1 tobai 1 irette 2 a windle us, i 960 . 

3 an exhibition, a displ; y I ron burn (to spray graffiti) us, me. 4a 
thrill-seeking acl of fast driving 1 ustraua ms. 5 rhe initial flooding 
of sensations after injecting heroin us. 1973. 6 a caustic chemical 
4i%fffientof the skin as 1997 

burn verb 1 to put me net ieath elect ution as, 1927. 2 to 
kill someone as, 1933. 3 to shoot a. gun at someone, either just 
grazingcBjiji or making-them jump to avoid being -hit us 1953. 

4 to cheat, swindle someone uk. ms. 5 to put someone under an 
unfair obligation uk 1997. 6 lo expose ihe identity of a person or 
place us 1959. 710 completely covei another graffiti artist's work 
with your own as, ms. 8 hi private dice games, lo stop the dice 
while rolling, either as a superstition or to check for cheating as, 

1 iso. 9 while playir g blac kjack to pi ice an unplayed card into the 
discard card holde- us u. . 10 lo smoke marijuana US, raw. 11 to 
infect someone with a sexu; lly transmitted disease us m 7 . 

► burn an Indian ► burn logs to 

smoke marijuana uk ms. ► burn paint (used of a car or truck) 
to be engulfed In flames us, 1977. ► burn someone’s butt to 
annoy, to irritate someone us, mol ► burn the breeze to drive 
fast as 1971. ► burn the lot (used of a carnival) to cheat a town 
so badly that no carniva will be able lo come lo that town for 
some lime us; ram. ► burn the main line to inject a drug 
intravenously uk raws. ► burn the road up to leave us, 2002. 

► burn the yellow light. Used in 

Montreal, translated and borrowed from the French Canada, m2. 

► burn up the wires jsencl g it deal 1 nine on the 
telephone. Originally a term applying to the telegraph. As 
telephones become increasingly independent of wires, it will be 
interesting 10 see if the phrase survives us; raw. ► enough 
money to burn a wet mule 1 gieal dea n ney. Slang 
synonyms for 'money' are found in variants of the phrase us ms 

burn and smoulder ™un Hra Ini H mir ling perhaps in 
reference to a suhSwnt shoulder uk m2 
burn artist noun a cheat, a conman, especially in dealings with 

burn, bash, bury r I r Australian 

troops in Vietnam Australia, 1990 

burn cards noun 11 ilacl I ilayed in isino 1 few cards taken 
from the tifoof a newly shuffled paefc'-affo discarded us i9so 


burn down verb 1 to overuse and thus ruin something us m3. 2 to 
' ilheotand kill someone us sfo 

burned out; burnt out adjective 11- -11 1 11 n drug dependence 

uk 1978. 2 exhausted beyond mental 01 physical capacity us raso 
burner noun 1 11 urn 11 il h ecialise n breaking into safes using 

an acetylene torch ( is. raso. 2 a handgun us raw.. 3 a very fast 
runner us, raw. 4 an extraordinary person us 1952. 5 a marijuana 
smoker us, i9ss. 6 a drug addiction us, m2. 7 a complete piece of 
graffiti attus, fig? 

Burnese; burnienoun tor 

Bernie us ms 

burn head noun any Rastafarian who defies the norms and shaves 
JAMAICA, I960 

burnie noun a partially smoked marijuana cigarette US 1992 
burning and turning adjective of a helicopter, with enginefajjpjing 
and blades rotating uk ms 

burn off verb ti iff AUSTRALIA, 1984 

burnout noun i was been 

diminished by extended drug or alcohol use us, 1973. 2 an 
uninhabitable, miffed tenementjwl&ber it has been burnt JvSSsSjJ 
us 1987. 3 in drag racing, the pre-race spinning of the car's rear 
tyres to clean and heat the tyres, producing crowd-pleasing smoke 
and noise us ms. 4 in the youth trend foi 'souped-up' motor- 
sqooterthg, any achievement of a daring, risk-taking rider uk 2004 
burn out verb to make a lire in a prisoner's cell as retaliation for real 
or perceived cooperation with prison asthontres us 1974 
burnout box noun 1 1 Irag r in the n 1 here tyres are heated 
and cleaned before a race us, 1993 
burn rubber! leave me alonetus; 1996 
burnt adjective exhausted us, 1995 
burnt cheese noun a fartAusmuA, 199s 

burnt cinder; burnt noun lang, relying 

on the accenl for an accurate rhyme uk rass 
burnt end noun in bowls, a stage of play that has to be replayed 
nsfoen the jack is -driyemOQt of bounds uk. 1990 
burn-through noun Ira - feleaningtyr n 1 diag c ter with 
bleach poured on the ground over which ihe tyres are spun us mo 
burnt money noun a bet in a dice game lost because of a rule 
violation us 1997 

burnt offering noun o\'ei II I eciall meat. Adopted, 
■ork.u Iv, Tom Pie curve il 1011,1 e igiouc mi re ; n 1- 
burn-up noun the act of racing or riding fast on a motorcycle. To 
'burn-up' the tyre-rubber and leave scorch-marks on the road uk 

burn up verb to fal lent; tc top talking ifter as an imperative 

AUSTRALIA ) 1971 

burp noun 1 an act of vomiting; vomit Australia, /%7. 2 a belch 

Eel 3 l>see: 

BOTTOM BURP 

burp vert to belch; to cause a baby to belch. The variant spelling, 
'birpf has been recorded us ram. ► burp the worm (of a male) 
tS masturbate «s 2001 
burp gun noun a submachine gun us 1946 

burp 'n' blow noun upped hands then 

blowing the retained air at a chosen victim uk 20m 
burqa noun an tonventional 

'burqa' is a complete head , nd body shroud worn by women in 
the strictest Muslim societies. This teenspeak reflects the end of 
fundamentalist Taliban rule in Afghanistan us tom. 
burr noun the recurring operating expenses in a circus or carnival us 

burrhead noun a black person us, 1902 

burrito adjective cold. From 'brrrr' as a vocalisation of feeling cold us. 
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burrito bag noun a mesh restraint used by police to contain a 
Vident person us, 1997 
burrito poncho noun a condom UK isas 
burro noun a racehorse that does not perform well us, 1947 
burroo; brew; buro noun u men 11 n lunge the 
Department of Social Security. I ram a Glasgow pronunciation of 
’bureau' as in 'Employment Bureau' iM"P?7 
burrower noun a researcher. Security service jargon uk 1977 
burr under your saddle blanket noun an unexplained irritability 

CANADA, 1987 

burr up your ass noun 

jjurngtfisgs i960 

burst noun lap (ary. A ‘burst of six' 

would thus be re-enlistment for six years us. 1968. 2 a drinking 
binge newzemakd. ms 

burst veriii to still- 1 1 11 1 ill li 11 tge is common all 

over ireiaibli, and is used in a rhetorical sense, rather than literally 
Ireland. 1987. 2 to pav for something that costs relatively little with 
iS,’banknote, Literally 'to burst the completeness of the banknote'; 
a variation of conventional 'break ui 1911 3 to ejaculate Bahamas, 
1971. ► burst out in fairy lights it; show an expected level of 
enthusiasm uk Scotland, 19% 

burster; buster noui nding nature 

bursting at the seams adjective overfull uk, 1962 
Burton-on-Trent; Burton noun rent. Rhyming slang, based on an 
~ iast Midlands' towmjKim 

Burton-on-Trent; Burton adjective homosexual. Rhyming Sjafig for 
bent (horrtosexuaD UK m6 
burwash noun a swindle, for fun or profit Uk 1983 
bury verb 1 to sentence a criminal to a long or fie term in prison us 
1904. 2 In casino gamb ing, to place a card in the middle of a deck 
or in the discard pile us. mi. ► bury the stiffy from a male 
perspective, to have sex us m4. ► bury the tach to rev an 
engine up beyond what would be considered a prudent 
devolutions per minute 1&52UThe tachometer measures the 
revolutions per minute is wz 

bus noun 1 an ambulance ( is, 1992. 2 a wheelbarrow tristan da cunha, 
ms. 3 a plane uk. 1913. 4 a car uk. 1921. 5 a large touring motorcyle. 
Biker (motorcycle) usage us loot ► more bus than Battoo big¬ 
breasted. Battoo Is the owner of a bus company trinidad and 
tobago, 2003. ► on the bus 1 I movement. 

From the language of Ken Kesey, Neal Cassady-artd the Merry 
Pranksters-os, 1994 

bus verb to shoe ► bus one to leave us, 

bus and tram noun m. Rhyr lin I possibl punning on the 
constituent parts of a traffic jam uk, rszs 
bus and truck adjective nd I 1 1 1 III 1 h ith the cast and 
crew travelling by bus^. with the props and wardrobe 5 ft atruck us 


bus driver noun 1 in | ker, the pla in a er hand who controls 
the betting us 199 2:1 pilot, especially the pilot of a military 
trarispofeaKcraft us, 1944 

buse verb to swear at someone. An abbreviation of 'abuse' Barbados, 

bus face noun the worn mil line 1 n l-eping on a bus 
overnight us, 1997 

bush nouni pi A source for 

endless punning during the US presidential election of 2000; 
President Bush Jr's lack of gravitas opened him: up IJjifeh' 
to an extent that his father did not have to endure uk, mo. 2 a 
sexually active female us, 19a. 3 a bushy hairstyle, especially on a 
black person us tut. 4 marijuana us, 1951. s cocaine uk ms. 6 the 
woods us, 1997. 7 the suburbs An urban sneer; from the conven¬ 
tional Australian sense of 'bush' (country in its natural state) 
Australia, 1942. ► go bush i 111 - isit the county Australia, 
i9i6. ► take the bush; take to the bush to escape; to rop wild; 


to leave the town for fJeCountry. Originally of escaping convicts; 
but also carrying sense of an Aborigine returning to traditional 

AUSTRALIA, 1804 

Bush nickname Flatbush, Brooklyn, New York tft; ms 

bush verb i to ambush someone us 1947. 2 in the used car business, 

' 1b extract through any of a series of questionably ethical means 
Sjh&r? teams customenttsf) originally conternplated by the 
customer us 1953. 3 to deceive someone us 1971 
bush adjective i 2 rough and ready 

AUSTRALIA, im 

bush Baptistnoun i ri ligi u zealot lacl ng rn il the I gi< il 
training us mv 

bush-bash vert) travel through 

virgin bush Australia, 1967 

bush basher noun i | rson hi rges a new pathway through 
scrubland Australia, mi 
bush blaster noun the pivis a -• • 
bush bunny noun a woman from a remote area; a naive, 
unsophisticated woman fiji, 2m 

bush captial nickname < inberra I ipital ci I Austialia So- 
called because it was a new city built in the 'bush' (countryside) 
halfway between major cities of Sydney and Melbourne 

Australia, im 

bush child noun 

bush dance noun 1 1-11 1 ilian 1 I- 11 1 lance Australia, 1983 

bush dinner noun oral sex on a woman us 1967 

bus head noun hair that is in complete disarray after a long bus ride 


bushed adjective i very tired us. ism. 2 showing adverse psychological 
effects from having to live in bad weather. Confinement and iso¬ 
lation, especially in the north of North America, give this widely 
idled term a special meaning, different from 'going native' Canada, 
1952. 3 lost in bush land Australia, im. 4 lost, but not in the bush 
■AUSTRALIA;.im 

bushel noon 1 11 1 1 1 1 1 1 11 1 _ i'll 1 hill it'ii a. 2 the neck, 
the throat, Thefiult form is ‘bushel and peck'. Rhyming slang, 
based on imperial: writeifSfivolumeuk 1979 

bushel-cunted adjective ded vagina us 

bushel of coke noun a man .ftMjjjifii’rig slang for a bloke uk im 
bushes noun any place lere - nil icti 1 1 I- place, whether or 

ifptan actual bush is involved us w s 

bushfire noun 

exceed fset Australia. i%2 

bushf ire blonde noun 1 1- I - 1 1 -I nan tralia. 1943 
bush gang noun a prison work gang working without the traditional 
plains Canada, 1 987 

bush herb noun 1 in markable ma ijuanau/c 1994 
bushie noun 1 a rough, tough, unattractive or otherwise unappealing 
woman. From bushpig Australia, 1987. 2 a person who lives in the 
bush. Can be used negatively to mean a 'country bumpkin', or 
pqsitAfely to refer to someone skilled at surviving in the harsh con¬ 
ditions of the Australian- outback Australia. m7 
Bushienouna upj h i i member fthe idministration of US 
President George w Bush vs. 2002 
Bush is another word for cunt used as a slogan that registers 
absolute contempt fbr US President George W. Bush. Punning on 
the sense of bush as pubic hair and cunt (the vagina) as 
'despicable indnldu,® us, 2003 

bush lawyer noun 1 | rson with n 1 I ige of law but no 
actual qualifications Australia, 1835 
bush-league adjective petty, mediocre, trivial, inconsequential, 
second-rate us. im 

bush light noun in the pornography industry, a light used to 
illuminate the genitals of the performers us, 1995 
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bushline noun ► put out the bushline on the ice in Cape 
Breton, to set out the small evergreen trees on solid ice to mark a 
trail for skating or skimobiling on a road. The term, by extension, 
seems to apply to a variety of metaphorical situations, involving 

fltmiS. CANADA. 2W0 

bush mag noun a magazine featuring pi.gr iph of naked women, 

focusing on their pubic hair and vulvas US, 1972 
bushman's breakfast noun , 1 11 1 irel h urinating and a look 
around, or some variaSsn thereof new Zealand, im 

bushman's clock noun 

loud laughing tefrferial call frequently heard at dawn and dusk 

WEmUA. 1846 

bushman's hanky noun il i“ icl ill ing 1a il mucus from one 
nostril while holding the mher dosed Australians 
bush mechanic noun a mechanic with no formal training and, 
often, no special skill Bahamas, 1 m 

Bush-muncher noun a proponent of US President George W. Bush's 
points of view. Derogatory; a play on bush (the pubic hair, hence 
the va^tna):and carpet-muncher (a cunnifinguist), which leads to 
anfobwous parallel with arse/ass-licker (an obsequious sycophant) 

bush orchestra noun a rr New Zealand 

song birds new Zealand, m2 

bush pad noun 1 1 11 I 1 1 1- 1 1 - lei (motorcycle) 

usage, coarsely identifying .1 woman passenger in terms other 

- genitals us, 20m 

bush parole noun escape- graffe us, i960 
bush patrol noun sex with a woman. The bush in question here is 
Ithe woman's pubic hfclif&s, im 

bushpig noun a rough, tough, unattractive or otherwise unappealing 
woman Australia, ms 

bush-pop verb (of cowboys) to ride in the bush to round up cows 

CANADA, 1964 

bushranger noun 1 | - 1 h mini ett rime; a swindler or 

cheat Figurative use of the usual sense as 'an escaped convict 
who lives by highway robbery', cornmao during Australia's colonial 
era Australia, ms 

bush shave noun e benefit of water or shaving 

bush telegraph noun an information network utilising word of 
mouth, the grapevine Australia, m2 
bush time noun during the Vietnam war, the amount of time spent 
"■in combat;i|,issz 

bush tucker noun I 1 1 u f native Australian flora and 
fauna. Originally used to refer to food making up the diet of 
Australian Aboriginals, nowadays also for items of restaurant 
Australia. 1895 

Bush Week noun 1 11 1 1 I iurir h 1 luntry folk visit the 

city and the normal rules of society are laid aside. Always in the 
formulaic rhetorical question 'What do you think this Bush 
Week?’ Australia, im» 

bushwhacker noun 1 1 h us, 1926. 2 a 

rapist. Playing on the sexual meaning of bush us. 197s. 3a man 
who enjoys sex in park bushes os, rea 4 a person from the 
country, a country bumpkin us, m 
bush whiskey noun js. 1999 

Bushy Park noun 1 med on the 

name of a park close to Hampton Court uk 1859. 2 a woman's 
ipiihfo hair. By extension, the shortened'form 'bushy' is a pet 
name for 'the vagina', deriving from bush (pubic hair); possibly a 
play ori the outer London beauty spot Bushey Park, source of the 
simitar, now obsolete 09 phrase 'take a turn in Bushey Park' (to 
have sex) us, m0 

business noun 1 sex with a pr titut pi tituti n From a sense, 
originating in 07, as 'sexual intercourse’; in 1630 the described 
cost was ‘one hundred crownes' uk 1 in. 2 the genitals, male or 
female (A /949. 3 a syringe employed by intravenous drug users (A 
1949. 4 the actual cheating move of a card cheat us, ms. 5 used as 


a deliberately vague reference to any matter that is of concern or 
under consideration; later use tends to describe the matter (in 
phrases such as 'a bad business') without being any more spjegiijri 
6 

such as 'what a business', 'quite a business', etc, something 
unexpectedly ► do business 1 to 

engage In an illegal activity such as bribery us, vm. 2 in pool, to 
intentionally lose a game 01 othei competition us, aw. 3 in horse 
racing, to cooper n in he fi n fa race ► do the 

business ► do your business to 

defecate uk ms. ► give someone the business; do the 
business to have sex us. m ► on the business engaged in 
promuulion uk 191,1. ► the business 1 the finest, the most 
perfect, the mostcomplete; anything particularly good uk 1982. 

2 prostrtuti0hj,iA m2 

business end the operative part of something, the part that 
matters uk. nzs 

business girl noun a prostitute uk im 

businessman noun 1 in ficial or witr 1 ill -pi 1 bribe 
us, 1950. 2 in horse racing, a jockey who may be persuaded to lose 
a race nat-ehffofiaity us mi 

businessman's special; businessman's lunch noun DMT 

(dimethyltryptamine), a powerful but short-lasting hallucinogen. An 
allusion to the fact that it can be taken, experienced and recovered 
(from ift.iS§ort order Us, jbsa 
bus jockey noun a bus driver tit ygsf 

busk verb to work as a streei entertainer I he earlier sense from 
which this derives means 'to offer goods and fcrtartainment for 
sffeio bars' us, m 

busker noun an itinerant purveyor of entertainment lo passers-by in 
the street, or on the London Underground, or other informal 
locations. Possibly Item 'buskin', a ihaif;boot:'Wdth by entertainers 
from Cl 6-19 uk 1859 


bust noun 1 a p ill - i 1 lly for suspect I ling offences us, 
i9S8. 2 an arrest us, ms. 3 a burglary uk as,/. 4 a complete failure us, 
m2. 5 In poker, a worth ess hand us. 19s 
bust verb 1 to arrest someone ( is, ms 2 lo catch someone with 
evidence of guilt; to report on someone us. mo. 3 to reduce 
someone in rank or standing us. im, 4 lo inform the police; in 
later use especially, to inform the palace about illicit drugs uk vasa. 

5 to inform on a fellow prisoner uk 1980. 6 to insult someone us, 
ms. 7 to praise and promote something us, 1997. 8 to give someone 
something, to lend someone something us, 1990. 9 in pontoon 
(blackjack, vingt-et-un), to exceed 21 : 10 

break to start a game us, 1990. 11 when driving, to turn in a new 
direction us 1 12 in the used h 11 1 1 1 reduce a car in 

price us, 1975. 13 1 ► bust a 

box to break into a safe us. 191,1,. ► bust a cap 1 to shoot a gun 
US, 1965. 2 to use drugs us, ms ► bust a few to surf us, 1997. 

► bust a grape in prison, to commit a foolish act as a result of 
a sense of intense desperation us. ms. ► bust a gut to make a 

► bust a move 1 lo 

make a move; to take action; to dance us, ms. 2 to move quickly 
us 1991. ► bust a stop sign to ignore a stop sign us 1 973. ► bust 
a trick in fool-propelled scootering, to achieve success In a 
difficult manoeuvre uk 2000 ► bust jungle to break through a 
jungle with a tank 01 armoured carrier Vietnam war usage us 1977. 

► bust laugh lo laugh out oud. Hawaiian youth usage us; ms. 

► bust someone's balls to tease someone relentlessly, 
provoking their anger us, ms. ► bust someone's drawers to 
have sex, seen as a conquest us. sm. ► bust suds to wash dishes 
us. 1971. ► bust the mainline 10 inject a dug info a vein us, ms. 

► bust the rut; bust a rut to blaze a trail. From the Northern 

Territory Australia, mi. ► bust your boiler to over-exert yourself 
new Zealand, 194 it ► bust your buns lo exert yourself to try hard 
us. 1964. ► bust your chops to harass or provoke someone us 
1958. ► bust your conk ler the 

Influence of a drug us; 1973. ► bust your guts out to over-exert 
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yourself new Zealand, 1959. ► bust your hump to work extremely 
hard uk 2001. ► bust your nut asm us. 1964 

bust adjective without funds us, imt 

busta noun i a person who informs on another us. 2000. 2 a social 
outcast us, ms 

bust developer noun a singer who performs during a striptease act 

busted adjective 1 without, or very short of money; bankrupt, ruined 

' "P im. 2 ugly us. 2002 

buster noun 1 1 lal pleasure us 1 973. 

2 something that is exce lent us 1 > 1. 3 used as a term of address. 
Lends a self-conscious, old-fashioned tone us, mm. 4 a fool us 1995. 

5 in circus usage, a bad fall An allusion to comic actor Joseph 
'Buster' Keaton us. mi. 6 a heavy fall from a horse Australia, im. 

7 a firecracker us m 2 . 8a hard roll of bread rrawlermen's term uk 
1969. 9 any of several lot' 1 , used by burglars or as weapons (A m 9. 
10 in poker, a card that does not improve a hand us, mi. 11 a 
12 e south. A 

shortening of southerly buster Australia, 1373. 13 on a plane, full 
power us. mi >see: burster 

busters no™ dice that have had their spots altered to aid cheating 


bust hand noun in bar dice games, a roll that produces no points for 
■ ‘the player us, nn 

bust-head noun potent, whisky or beer, especially if manufactured 
illegally us, m7 

bus therapy noun keeping ,1 problem prisoner in transit in prison 
transport between prisons us. 1996 
busticate verb 1 to break us, wi6. 2 to leaveiMi-tp 
bus ticket noun a transfer from one prison to another us ras9 
bust in verb in r uce altered dice 

into a game’us usa 

bustle-punching noun frottage; an act of unwanted intimacy, 
usually in a crowded place, when a man rubs his penis against the 
MndquaitetsSFan unsuspecting woman rife .*977 
bustle rack noun on a tani el i pi[ ram rk on the turret 
used asra-ikfttrf roof rack* storing ;bad, rift rite and supplies us mh 
bust off verb to e p< lena orgasm Derive n bust your nut us. 


pair or otherwise imj in hand ► get busy 1 to have 

sex us, 1989 . 2 to rob someone us rasz 
busy; bizzy; busie noun | li 1 "I fficer iriginallya 
detective. From earliei 'busy fellow' - a suggestion that plain 
clothes officers afe ; tw$y while their uniformed Eoileagues-plo|y ; 


busy as a one-armed paper-hanger in a gale adjective ektrfS^ 
busy. First recorded 111 the 1 in , nd Nr w Zealai d, but also known in 
Canada where it may-be lengthened by 'with the itch', and in 
Australia and UK with the elaboration 'with crabs' or ‘with the-' 

busy bee noun pii“ 1 idine he recrea.I irug known as PCP or 

angel dust us, im 

busylickum noun a nosey person Barbados, ms 

but noun atolibut Trawlermen's use uk, isso 

but adverb though, howevei Used a; the end oi a statement. This is 
one feature of Austrian English that parents arid, teachers have 
long sought to wipe put via the correction of any youth sayingpit 
Typically the: argument Wo. can’t end a sentence with a 
preposition/conjunction' is put forward, buffefgarly 'but' is an 
adverb here, modifying the verb of the statement (not to mention 
highlighting the grammatical ignorance of the would-be corrector}. 
Speakers of US and Brttshi English are often confused when first 
meeting this regionalism, and will patiently wait for the continu¬ 
ation of the sentence following what they|*pa$ a conjunction - 
ffe isn't doming but!'. The first undeniable example dates to 1938, 
and it was common by the 1950s Also h§ard among Hawaiian 
youth AUsmuA. ms 

but conjunction 1 used for expressing surprise or recogmlion ol 
something unexpected u> m 2 used Ini emphasizing the 
Allowing word or words uk im 

butch noun 1 

2 

butch adjective i overtly masculine us. ira. 2 fulfilling the masculine 
role in a male or female homosexual relationship. Originally 
applied:®} male and female homosexuals,- but later predominantly 
to lesbians us, mi. 3 heterosexual us 99 >. 4 unafraid, unabashed. A 
nuance ofthe 'overtly masculine’ sense used in'contemporary gay 
society uk Tom. 

butch broad noun an aggressive lesbian with masculine affectations 


bust on verb 1 to criticise someone, to tease someone US, ras6. 2 to 
shoot sonr®ofte't/s 2001 

bust-out noun by organised 

crime, usually a lending enterprise owed n^ttgyby the head of 

bust out verb i to take over i le . . bi ne e ploit Its credit 

to the maximum, and then liquidate all assets us. m2. 2 in a dice 
Cheating scheme, to remove altered dice from a game and 
reintroduce tf>§ 'legitimate dice us as© 

bust-out adjective 1 1 of a cheating 

scheme (A 1937. 2 without money, broke us ms 
bust-out joint noun a casino or gamb ing establishment that cheats 
gatnfciers us, tm 

bust-out man noun in a dice cheating scheme, the confederate 
whose speciaf Skill © the,switchi ng of tampered dice with the 
legitimate dice us rasa 

bust-out mob noun a group of confederates gambling with altered 

bust-up noun >r disagreement. 

From the earliei sense (an explosion) us 1899 
busty substances noun the fem il li 1st A jocular coinage by 
comedian Peter Cook us 1966 

bus’ up verb to wreak havoc Hawaiian youth usage us, mi 
bus-whargus adjective e tremel ugl land, m2 

busy adjective 1 i >ual liaison. 

Homosexual usage us 191 ■ 2 (used of ,1 card in poker) producing a 


butch dike noun an a us, 1x9 

butcher noun i a beer glass of 170 ml capacity; also, a serving in 
one of these glasses. Used only in the state of SMth Australia, the 
'buteterv.was originally a long thin glsss-tiolcjing over a pint; the 
size has gradually diminished ovei the ye, rs Said by some to be 
derived from the German becher (Cl 9 South Australia had a large 
German migrant community), but this doesn't sound remotely like' 
yfijtqber'. Other folk etymologies about butchers requiring a 
certain type of beet glass abound \ustraua, ski. 2a surgeon us. 
ms. 3 a medical student. Used by undergraduates of the University 
of Sydney Australia 1934. 4 a prison dentist us 1996. sa prison guard 
captain uy m 3 . 6 in a pack ol playing cards, a kingwc 1937 
Butcher Brigade nickname 1 he 11 th Infantry Brigade of the Americal 
DiviSfora-,. tJS Army So named afferthe Bngade's role in the 
massacre at My Lai became known us, m 
butcher charts noun , a briefing or 

brainstorming session. Named because the paper used 
1 '!#. the paper used by butchers to wrap meat us. i$0 
butcher's apron nickname the ribbon of the United Nations' medal 
for active service in Korea. From the narrow vertical white stripes 
and washed-out blue background I he nickname was already 
cUcrent in 1954 UK, i$54 

butcher’s hook; butcher's noun a look. Rhyming slang UK 1931s 

butcher’s hook; butcher's adjective ► go butcher's hook to get 

angry or upset Australia mt sick, i .unwell Rhyming slang for 
CROOK AUSTRALIA, 1967 

butcher shop noun i u | il casuall department or operating 
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butcher's overall noun a urgeon lite pr< ective overall Royal 
Navy use uk ;%4 

butch it up verb Homosexual 

usage, male and female os m3 

butch kick noun in the u ige of pi I i hip pocket us. 1949 

butch number noun 1 m 1 I. - lal man desired by others as 

a partner i n sex 14 rss7 

butch out verb (used of a woman) to affect a mannish appearance 


butter-fingered adjective prone to dropping;||tlgs uk kis 

butterfingers noun 

After the adjstli^e UK m7 

butterflies in your stomach; butterflies noun the feeling of 
queasiness that accompanies fear or nervousness The fluttering of 
butterflies as a metaphor for the unsettled .seflsafiorts'si 
•jtfjjjdafenftys w*> 

butter flower noun marijuana I rom the appearance of cannabis 


butch pad noun ari apartment or house where lesbians congregate 


butch queen noun a decided y masculine male homosexual us. 
butch trade noun who consents to 

homosexual sex le.ttemate' role, receivingoraftf-or giving anally 

'MA 

butchy adjective ertl mi ulin in 1 tation ind mannerisms us. 

bute noun butazolodin, apaitlf|ilfeMti,)»l 
but, I digress used as a humorous end to a wandering thought A 
catchphrase attrbitued to authoi Max Shulman in cigarette 
aflvertisemeB&iptfthe 1950s us ixt 

butler noun crack cocaine uk 2003 

butler’s revenge noun an in u Jible far - ibli chool coinage, 
commenting on the dignified restraint ol senior male servants; not 
an; feppnym uk raw 

but mine is worth... 1 I 1 1 1 I 1 tion of a BMW car 

CANADA, 2002 

butt noun 1 the butt the [ teri 1 used in many senses and 
phrases as a replacement for 'arse’ or 'ass' uk mo. 2 by extension, 
the tail end of anything us. oar 3 the tail end of a prison sentence 
US, 1 949. 4 a cigarette us. 1902 

butt verb in tiddlywinks, to knock a wink oil a pile us, 19/7 

butt adverb very US, 1990 

butt board verb to ride a skateboard sitting down us. 1997 
butt boy noun a sycophant; a toady us, tiss ■ 
butt can noun any improvised ashtray us, ms 

butt-check vert 11 n I a him.ntain balance by making 

brief contact between buttocks and snow efegp®. 
butt drop noun a backwards fall while snowboarding us, 1990 
butt end noun the discarded end of a cigarette or marijuana ciga- 

buttendski noun 1 le but I 1 ealand, 1998 
butter noun 1 insincerity us. 1945. 2 crack cocaine US, 1998 
butter; butters adjective ugly, unattractive. Perhaps a play on butt 
ugly. Ciiffent in south Londasi*; 399s 
butter-and-egg man noun an unsophisticated free spender. Coined 
fay 1920s nightclub performer Texas Guinan for a shy, middle-aged 
ma.flc.So flattered by her friendliness that hf paid the steep cover 
charge for every guest in the house and pressed $50 notes on all 
the entertainers. When he said he was in the dairy business, she 
introduced him® 'the big butter-and-egg man' us, mn 
butter and eggs noun an illeg il loiter Mo or imonly known as a 
numbers game us, 1973 

butterball noun 1 a fat person or animal us, 1941. 2 an idiot uk, mi 
butterbar noun - w lieutenant 1 H e 1 Army. Vietnam 
Coinage, from'.the gold-bar ihsigfiia, us, 1973 

butterbox adjective i ... From an e rlier er e 

(fop) UK 1971 

butter boy noun 1 er oung 10 fficer - er an earlier senses 
as 'novice' applied to sailors and taxi drivers uk 1977 
buttered bread adjective dead. Rhyming sJahgwr, 799s 
buttered bun noun 1 | 1 itute r, le pecifi ill my woman, who 
has,already had sex with several customers/men; sex with th#,"' ‘ 
woman, Also heard 1 n ite-pteali IM im 


butterfly noun 1 1 pe r 1 hr 1 romanticall fickle os 1947 2 a note 
thrown from a train to a repair crew us, rut,. 3 in electric line work, 
a conductor take-up reel us, i98o. 4 in television and film-making, a 
large screen used to direct* diffuse light us, m7 
butterfly verb 1 2 in the 

gambling game two-up, to toss the coins so that ihey flutter in the 
air and appear to be actually spinning. The object Of butterflying is 
IS make the coins fall the way theftesser wishes arid is 
consequently illegal in the game Australia, 1949. 3 to leave someone 

M 1991 

butterfly kiss noun an intimate caress made by fluttering eyelashes 
over a partner's skin UK i87i 

butterfly wheel noun in di 1 racin i bifur ited leenngwheel 
shaped like two opposing butterfly wings us, 2002 
butterhead noun a stupid person, especially a stupid black person 


buttering-up noun an act of persuasive flattery UK 1819 
butter legs noun 1 miscu u 11 m luse like butter, her 
legs are 'easy to spread' austkaua, ms 

buttermilk noun beer its, 1977 

butter up verb to tlatte 1 s< >me ne th ar 11 ent to persuade them 


butter would not melt in someone’s mouth an appearance of 
innocence. Usually contemptuous in-the phrase 'as if butter would 
, riiiist melt in his/her mfltjjft' occasionally shortened tQbrttSBaf 
would not melt 1 uk, 1530 

butt floss noun nder piece of 

ferric p®sing .between the cheeks of the buttocks us, 19 s) 
butt-fuck vert 1 1 pulale anal 21 I ht one cigarette 

with the burning butt of another 1 is, 2001. 3 since ihe Vietnam war, 
■&? attack from the rear us, mi 
buttfucker noun a homosexual male us 1997 
butt fucking noun anal sex us, vm 
Butt Fucking Nowhere noun any remote place us. 2002 
butt hair noun a parting down the centre of the head us, 1991 
butthead noun 1 1 1 ill 1 I able disagreeable, dim-witted 

'person us, 1973 

butthole noun 1 the anus us, 1951. 2 by extension, a despicable or 
offensive person us. m2 

buttie noun a walk in the company of a friend. Possibly extended 
from 'butybuttie' (a friend) uk Scotland, im 
butt in verb to 11 conversation us, 


buttinski; buttinsky in Her pe 11 I interferes in the 
affairs of others us, 1902 

buttkiss noun fiiPtjding at all. Vitiation of bupkes; bupkis us, 1997 
butt kit noun an ashtrayss 

buttlegger noun a person who smuggles cigarettes from states with 
low or no cigarette taxes to states with high cigarette taxes (A ram 
buttlegging noun tes with low 

or no cigarette taxes to states with high taxes us, 1977 
buttload noun a large amountt&7S9i 
buttly adjective very ugly. A blend of'butt' and 'ugly' os, 
buttmunch noun a contemptible person us. im 
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button noun i a police badge us, 1929. 2 by extension, a police officer 
us, 1953. 3 a person wot' acts as lookout us, 1992. 4 in organised 
crime, a person who kills on the orders from, above. Sometimes 
expanded as 'button man’ or 'button g 5 

tity of an ite 1 6 psychoactive 

portion of a peyote cactus us, mu 7 opium uk urn,. 8 a tablet of 
Mandrax™, a branded tranquil izer southafrica, 2002. 9the clitoris 
uk, 1900. 10 the chin Boxing jargon, usua ly in the phrase 'on the 
button', describing a blow right on the ch'r to no 11 n pokey a 
.marker on the table that signifies the dealer; the dealer u/Caw. 

12 a Chrysler car equipped with push-button automatic trans- 
mission s; « 13 in the televisi n industi 1 iramatic or funny 

climax to a scene us, urn. ► not have a button to have no 
money Ireland. 1992. ► on the button exactly; precisely. Possibly 
from boxing jargon, 'on the button' (on the chin) t/s, 1903 
button verb ► button your lip; button your lips; button your 
face; button it; button up 1 hi lien as an 
injunction or exclamation. Used since 1836; and- Iwfiss.S' Act' 
recorded In 198 Q.US.hw/ 

button B adjective very short of money : rom the 1920s until the 
60s, in a UK telephone box you would press button B to getySjur 
money back, henb$#its pun on 'pressed for mCmey 1 UK mi 
button-dicked adjective possessing a srtfltf penis us, 1994 
buttoned up adjective i iijnicative nature. A 

figurative image uk me. 2 silent, refusing to answer questions. In 
line with the Injunction to button your lip ijk, 1959. 3 (of persons) 
alert, well-prepared uk 1x7. 4 (of a plan or a situation) successfully 
organised or well-prepared. A variant is 'buttoned 'm 1940 
button-hole noun et uk, uk 

buttonhole maker noun a person who has only females as children 


button mob noun 11 it 11 I | I ' 1 | - 1 I 11 urge 

numbers when present at a political demonstration or similar 
gathering. Used by those in Whom the police seem interested uk 


buttons noun i a page (a domest er mi n ive mainly as 
Buttons, a character in the pantomime of Cinderella uk, im. 2a 
messenger ds,ftgg 


Warwickshire dialect butty (a fellow servant or labourer). Modern 
use may be influenced by buddy uk tm 
buttyboy noun a friem i ."I nate tlso used ts a form of address. 

An elaboration of butty uk. walks, mu 
butu noun heroin uk ms. 

buturakie verb to jump on a person in order to rob them or beat 
them up. From: Fijian buturaka, the equivalent of and perhaps 
playing on stick/put the boot in. Picked up from Fijian sailors on 
the waterfronts of Sydney and Auckland Australia, 195s 
but why? used For example, a 

teacher might ask the class to pass in their homework, whereupon 
at least one member of the class will mutter, 'But why? us. m3 
buvarenoun m th 1 in tl riginall I theatrical slang arc 

buy nouni lly drugs US, /9C6. 

2 a purchase Australia, rasz 

buy vat 1 to gamble on a result higher than the bookmaker's 
favoured spread uk, auk. 2 to accept a fiction as truth uk 2000. 3 in 
poker, to draw a card or cards aftei the initial deal us, m7. ► buy 
a homestead 1 e thr n from tr horse \da. 1937. ► buy 
a pot in poker, 10 win a hand by betting so excessively as to drive 
all other players from the hand us mu. ► buy a pup to be the 
victim of a swindle uk, 19%. ► buy a suit to kill someone. 
Referring to funeral attire us 1997. ► buy an orchard in trucking, 
to drive off the 11 id into tree il rsh s, 1971 ► buy some 
new shoes 1 

► buy someone a suit to bribe sorrtsone us 19,94. ► buy the 
dick to die us. 1971. ► buy the farm to die us, ms. ► buy the 

rack in horse racing, to bet on every possible combination of 
winners in a Daily Double bet us us/. ► buy the ranch to die. A 
primary euphemism used by US soldiers in Vietnam us, 1976 
buy-and-bust noun 1 pol peration in lich in undercover 
officer buys an illegal drug and then Immediately arrests the seller 

buy-down noun 1 bribe ill 1 1 lice officer to release a criminal 
or to reduce the severity ot the charges against him c/s, 2001 
buyer noun a gambler who belt on a result higher than the 
bookmaker's favoured spread uk 2001 


button up verb to close completely us, mi 

butt out verb t - ii u II in the interference In which 

' :fj3u8fe engaging. Generally as an imperative 

butt plant noun I II I 11 I I III 

butt plate noun 11 “ I 1 ier II 1 mi 1 -in by the marines to 
describe the army infantry, and by the army infantry to describe 
te mafirm In the literal sense, a 'butt plate' is the metal or 
.■rubber covering of the end of the stock on a? rifle £4 Spf 
butt plug noun 1 1 evice that i inserted in he anus during sex, 
sometimes to retain ai 1 eilema ,■ nd sometimes simply for the sen¬ 
sation us. 1989. 2 an offensive, un ikeable person us, 1993 
buttrose adjective Vg^tsKfi®, 2002 

butt slut noun a i passive sexual role 

-■'|S 1992 

butt tuck noun cosmetic surgery reducing and lifting the buttocks 


butt-twitcher adjective revealing the shape of the wearer's buttocks 


butt ugly adjective very ugly US, im 

buttwipe noun 1 toilet paper us. ss/i. 2 a despicable or offensive 
person us 1991 

butty noun 1 a sandwich. Also spelt 'buttie Originally used in 
northern England, espec c lly Liverpool, as a dialect elision of 
'buttery'; now widespread, especially as 'jam butty', 'chip butty', 
etc uk is 55. 2 a non-powered, towed canal boat that is part of a 
working pair. Also known as a 'butty boat' uk 1944. 3 a friend, a 
workmate; also used as a form of address. Variants are 'butt' and 
'buttie'. Either from mining where 'butiy' was 'a middleman', or 
From 'Romany bbotyixil {a fellow workman) or, meS probably, 


buy-l noun a tad Indian An English adaptation of the Hind 
Niyabingi (merchant) Jamaica, 1979 

buying-and-selling cord noun d depending 

on the bargaining skill of the bi er and I 1 hen you're buying, 
it's more; when you're selling, it's less Canada, 2001 
buy into verb 1 in Ive lurselfin imething, to believe in 
something Origina Iv a gambling term, 'to buy into a game' 
■AUStMilA, 1943 

buy it rerf> 11 ally in the 

catchphrase that signas resignation I'll buy it' uk 1937. 2 to die; to 
become a casualty. World War 1 and 2 ms) 182 5 
buy money noun 1 le non 1 I 1 I 11 ntraband c/s, ;98i 
buy-up noun in prison, a purchase of groceries, toiletries, etc, made 
by prisoners. 'Buy-ups' are restricted to a certain small amount for 
each pCi^fisr, often consisting-of wages earned for prison: work 

AUSTRALIA, 1944 

Buzby noun Bun ii 1 111 leleph 1 equently British 

Telecom, the authority controlling die use of citizens’ band radio 
in the UK. Citizens' band radio slang; the name of the caftpfth 
bird created in the late 197feja market British Post Office: 
Telephones; in, turn a gBjfeh buzz (a telephone call) uk mi 
buzz noun 1 a 1111 1 11 1 a 2 in immediate sen¬ 

sation of a drug or alcohol us, im1 3 a thrilling sensation us 1937. 

4 a telephone call us. 1930. 5 a police car ( is. 1973. 6 x-ray therapy us, 

buzz vert 1 to teleph ne n-1 le 1 imr 1 1 meone by buzzer 
us, 1929 . 2 to call for someone us, me. 3 to leave. A variant Is ‘buzz 
off uk 1914. 4 to kiss someone us. mu. 5 to (eel pleasurable sen¬ 
sations resulting from drug use uk 1 -a 6 lo engage in solvent 
abuse uk Scotland, ms. 7 to pick pockets -ik 1812. 8 to snatch a 
woman's purse us, nm. 9 to lly very close to an object us, 1944. 
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buzzard | by the rattly-eyed Jesus! 


10 (used of a computer program or operation) to run without any 
sign of progress us, mi. 11 to activate a remote device unlocking a 
door. From the buzzing sound the device often' mafeiis, mr, 

12 to anger someone; to alienate someone; to annoy us m2. 13 of 
music, to t ►be buzzing to 

► buzz around the 

barrel to eat a snack us, ism 

buzzard noun I or the Women's 

Corps & mi 

buzzard's roost noun 1 the office in a railway yard us, 1977. 2 the 
highest seats m im 

buzz bomb noun a person render I motionally unstable due to 
long incarceration us, m 5 
buzz boy noun a fighter pitot us, tw 

buzzcocks noun people 1 eneral term 1 iddre An extention of 
cock (a male-to-male term of address). 'Get a buzz, cock', allegedly 
the final words of a magazine review for lg5S3£ UK television 
drama series Rock Follies, adopted as the name of Manchester 
punk band The Buzzcocks. In the mid-1990s BBC television 
screened a new musictfartfil game that should have been called 
Never Mind The Bollocks, after the Sex Pistols' 1977 album. T®; * 
avoid causing offence the programme makers substituted 
’BuBSPCks' for 'Bollocks' and the programme’s continuing success, 
‘inspired this new, heavily ironic usage which, probably by chance, 
echoes the original sense 

buzz-crusher noun anything or anyone who dampens your sense of 
euphoria us; im 

buzz-cut noun a very short haircut; a person with a very short 
haircut Perhaps from the:sound of the electric dippers uS. fya- 
buzzed adjective i drunk us. cow 2 drug-intoxicated. From the pre¬ 
buzzed up adjective drug-intoxicated uk, 2000 
buzzer noun 1 a badge 2 a burglar alarm 149 3 a door-bell 

us 1934. 4 in a hospital casua t> department, a defibrillator paddle 
us, 1994. 5 in horse sir ing, a battery-powered device used illegally by 
a jockey to slfi^k & horse during a race us, t$@ 
buzzing adjective 1 drunk us urn. 2 manic, hyperactive US, ism 
buzzing your tits off adjective er Im in i tied us 2003 
buzz job noun the fl ng 1 11 ircraft > t< he ground to impress 
or scare those on the ground us, 1943 
buzz ticketnoun 1 dole trd required to sign on as unemployed In 
order to receive benefit. The dole is seen here as money to be 
Spent.on drugs to .get *'buzz' (a pleasurable sensation); the whole 
pups-oh 'bus ticket' uk 1997 

buzztrack noun 11 III 1 11 1 I ilm 11 ustrie a sound track 
• SKitffout modulations us i960 

buzzword; buzz-phrase noun a currentlyfasftferrable word or 
expression, especially a borrowing from jargon or technology that 
ii: used to impress rather than inform and is thus rendered 
esBehtiaTy.fiieahir?g&(6; 

BW noun an obe h ital patient An a 1 iation of beached 

WHALE US, 1994 

BW nickname the El ill I II n gang US, 2000 
bwai noun a blacl out! in lve< 1 ng 1 ture. West Indian 
promjnciatron of'bay 1 uk 1994 

BWOC noun a popular and 1 ml- illege gir 1 big woman on 
campus us 1947 

BY adjective (of 1968 

by any means necessary; by whatever means necessary used 
as a slogan by the radical political left ol the 960s to reflect a 
belief that the end justifies the means, up to and including viel^it: 


by Christchurch! used as an oath. A euphemistic avoidance of 
blasphemy, used in New Zeaand (by reference lo Christchurch, 
Canterbury Province) and in fhs UK (Chfist-lliiarch, Dorset) uk 1984 
by crikey! u ed a eu; hei i i i 1 i I hrist! \ustralia mi 
by cripes! used as a euphemism for 'by Christ!' Australia, 1902 
bye-bye; bye-byes noun sleep I rom an eat 'er use as a soothing 

' IN' 'I I I" 'I I ' I ll I I 1 | I | II I II |||_ 

' foPf ' UK 1867 

bye Felicia! to leave. From the film 

Friday us. 2004 
bye now goodbye uk 1957 

by George! 1 Derives from St 

George, the patron saint of England UK 1598 

by George, one of these days I gotta straighten up that 
closet! used 1 1 hum< u mm nta on 1 I uttered mess. A 
.Signature line from the comedy Fibber McGree and Moll (radio 
1935-1957, television 1959-1960). Repeated with referential 
hurrtdur us, less 

by golly! used as a euphemism lor 'by God!' us 1833 

by guess and by gosh adjective without planning, relying on 

serendipity us. 1914 

by gum! used euphemistically for 'by God'. Northern English usage 


by heck! 11 ed ts an imation of irpr indi nation etc; also 
as a means of stressing what follows. Northern English usage us, 

by here; by there adverb I form probably 

based on the rhythm or sound of the original Welsh yma (here) 
and yno (there) uk ms 

by himself in the box used as a stock answer to describe a 
racehorse's lineage if it is either Uolmswii or none of the asker's 
busi ness Australia, 1939 

by hokey! used for expressing great surprise now Zealand, 2001 

by jumbo! used as a substitute for an oath us 1959 

by me In poker used f 1 | I 1 lecision not to bet us. 

BYO a request that guests 'bring your own' us ms 
BYOB used in invitations as an instruction to bring your own booze 
or bottle us ts® 

BYOG an 'Watsri'tO bring your own grqglfo a party new Zealand, 


byplay noun 1 I- 1 n a dishor miva 11 le that can be 
activated: to let players win gpgsy 

bysie-bye goodbye. An elaboration of 'bye' uk 1984 

by the centre!; by the left! - sf shock, 

surprise, etc. Adopted, original y by she military, from military drill 
:®mmands.B$ -nyi 

by the holy old dynamiting Jesus! used as an extreme oath if 
Nova Scotia Canada, 1988 

by the holy old twist Scotia oaths 

refer to Christ and go back to the Elizabethan style of sacrilegious, 
elaborate expressions (e.g. the twisted body on the ofes echoes 
{God's and ‘sbody 1 (God’s body) Canada, 1988 

by-the-hour hotel; by-the-hour motel noun a motel or hotel used 
by prostitutes where it is poslsitileto-rehta room in short 
increments us. 1992 

by the lord liftin' Jesus! one of many elaborate Nova Scotian 
sacrilegious oaths Canada, ms 

by the rattly-eyed Jesus! 1 I 1 use ) an oath Canada 
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C nouni the Viel Cong; a member of the Viel Cong us, im. 

2 cocaine us, iw. 3 amphetamines Heard as 'the C' uk zm. 

4 methcathinone. Heard as 'the C us, 2003. 5 a woman viewed as a 
sexual object An abbreviation of cunt os 19 b. 6 a CBE 
Sfemitrander of the Order of the British Empire) Civil servant 
usage; suggestive of a casual familiarity with the honour uk mi. 

7 contraception us. 199/. 8 one hundred dollars us. 1839. 9 in poker, 
the third player to the eft of the dealer us vm. 10 the 
commission charged by a bookmaker us. 19m 
047 noun a clothes peg List d by television and film crews, mocking 
'ItteftJtmaBt^gfthe official jargon of their craft,e%*ta 
cab noun ► take a cab to die us, 2000 

caballo nouni heroin. Spanish for 'horse' us. 1970. 2 a person who 
smuggles drugs into a prison. Spanish for 'horse', which fscifjnost 

cabaret verb 1 to lie in bed masturbating os mo. 2 to use an 
addictive drug in a semi-controlled pattern us, (SS& 
cabbage noun 1 money us. 1903. 2 the vagina. Perhaps from the 
image of leaves peeling backus, ;•*,/. 3 low grade marijuana. From 
the quality of the leaves newzealand, 2002. 4 a coronary artery 
bypass graft. A loose pronUriCfrtiOn ofthe acronym CABG us. 1 994 
cabbage vert 11 n ible-like 2 to smoke 
Btetrijuana, especially low grade marijuana Nmi$MXND, 199s 
cabbage adjective equal 1 sand, 1990 
cabbage cutter noun on the rail 1 freigl engine us, 1977 
cabbaged adjective 1 ment in< >h illy exl noted Punning on 
'a vegetative state' uk, 1992. 2 under the influence of MDMA, the 
recreational drug best known as ecstasy uk, 1991. 3 drunk uk. 2002 
cabbage-eater noun a German oi Russian immigrant. Offensive us, 

cabbage hat noun a t a green beret uk, 

cabbage out verb td' irelax new Zealand, 2003 

cabbage patch noun a remote, insignificant place us, 12,52 

cabbage patch nickname 1 

referred to as ‘cabbage garden' and 'the cabbage slate'. Hence, a 
native may be a 'cabbage patched, 'cabbage gardener’ or 'cabbage 
stater' Australia us.- 2 Kingston prison in Portsmouth uk 1996 
Cabbagetown n/c/rnume a m ed resider ial in< 1 11,1 ness area near 
downtown in Toronto I his term was likely derived from the days 
when poor people lived downtown and presumably ooukj only 
afford to eat cabbage Canada, ms 


cabby; cabbie verb to drive : 


' Vehicle; to be eftfn. Army use 


cabeznoun intelligence I m the Spanish c (head) trinidad 
AND TOBAGO. 1956 

cab freight noun an attractive woman passenger in a truck us, mi 
cabin car noun a brakevan (caboose) US,im- 
cabin stabbing noun (fioi 11 n lie pe >e ive) in act of conven¬ 
tional sexual intercourse. As in the title ofthe 1990 so'nt,’Cabin 
Stabbing' by Super CatpjWiiiisrri Maraugh) Jamaica, 2001 
cab joint noun It hel h e cust mer ire spotted and 
transported, by taxi drivers us, 1930 
cabled adjective (of a vehicle) equipped with a winch us, 2m 
cabognounan ignorant male; a rustic clodhopper Ireland, 20m 
caboodle noun all of something us, im 

caboose noun 1 the buttocks us, 1919. 2 the final participant in serial 
sex. From ttt^phrase pull a train used to describe the practice us. 


i97o. 3 the youngest child in a family us, m9. 4 a jail us, ms. 5 a 
small house or shack ;/inidadand tobago, 19 56. 6 a cooking shed 
CAYMAN ISLANDS. 1985 

caboose bounce noun in n i I mu n mil in u 

engine and a brakevan (caboose) us, 1929 

cabouche noun >see: barouche 

cabron noun i 1 nil 1 rutish 1 lim itted one Border 
Spanish used in Srjp$h conversation by Mexican-Americans us, 

cab sav noun cabernet sauvignon wineAUS5MfM»*SB. 
ca-ca noun 1 e crer 1 nt. Pt bl torn 11 1 Itildren s c peech; 
usejrby non-Spanish speakers. Sometimes seen spelt as 'kaka' or 
other such variations us m2. 2 nonsense us, 1980. 3 marijuana, 
especially if poor qua ity, adulterated 01 take us 1959. 4 heroin, 
especially low quality heroin us 1986. 5 drugs, not necessarily heroin 

usm 

caca-hole noun the an u tobago, 2003 

cack; cak; kack noun 1 excrement Australia, 1972. 2 rubbish, 
nonsense uk 1997. 3 someone or something extremely funny 

AUSTRAUA, 1989 

cack; cak; kack verb 1 to fall asleep us 1959. 2 to defecate. Like many 
'Aether words fbrbodily ft)nctiebS, 'cack' was part of everyday con¬ 
ventional speech foi many years before slipping into impolite 
usage in the la ► cack it to be very nervous or 

worried; to feel thoroughly triglitened A vaiiation of shit it uk 2002. 
► cack your dacks 1 stralia, 

1992. 2 to become ired ► cack yourself 1 to be 

terrified. Literally 'to shit yourself; used figuratively (most ofthe 
time), often as an exaggeration 21< laugh uncontrollably. A 

variant is 'cack ytlif^jflasghing'AUSTRAL/A mr 
cack; kack adjective contemptible 1 tplea in inferior 1 ni 
spel ings abound - 'cak’, 'kak', etc uk 1996 
cackersarnie noun neone pulls 

your trousers or underpants forcefully u pwardy ferrying a wedge 
between buttock cheeks; the act of putting someeae in that pos¬ 
ition, Mainly used by schoolboys, from cack (excrement, faeces) 
and sarnie (sandwich) uk 2003 
cack-handed adjective left-handed; clumsy uk ulu 
cackies noun S US, 1990 

cackle verb 1 2 to 

confess and/or to inform on others us, 1949. 3 as part of a 
controlled roll of dice, the appearance and sound of 

being shaken; while actually preventing their tumingus Is#, 
cackle crate noun in trucking, a truck hauling chickens us, 1940 
cackle factory noun a mental hospital us, im 
cacky noun 1 

(shitty), giving a joke a; the expense oi 'khaki' uk 19m. 2 human 
excrement Childish uk mi 

cacky adjective i malodorous 

uk 1937. 2 in the language of striptease, overtly if not excessively 

cactonoun the in th Cactobh i uccessful biological 

control of introduced prickly pear Australia, mi 
cactus noun in hospital usa i i 1 m | itient us im. ► in 
the cactus ew Zealand. 

ns:!. ► out in the cactus in a very remote area new Zealand, m3 
cactus adjective I 1 LA 1945 

cactus juice noun tequila; mescal us, im 

cad noun i an ill-bred, il -mannered lout uk 1827. 2 a Cadillac car us. 

3 4 
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cadaver cadet | Cali 


with can expanded to Cadillac us 2001. 5 a railway conductor us, 


cadaver cadet noun a necrophile us is 87 

cadbury noun 

Referring to the advertisir g s og; n of Cadbury Dairy Milk 
chocolate, which has 'a glass and a half of full cream mijp- 

AUSTRALIA, 7996 

caddie shack noun any jI.b-ujIdfiig: where gold caddies 

congregate and wait for workers 7953 
caddy adjective sharp istyiistL. fashionable us, 1934 
Caddy; Caddie noun a Cadillac car us, 1929 
caddy blackjack noun a private game of blackjack us, mi 
caddy-old-punch 770U/7 dii 11111 III i-paper kite Guyana, 7996 
cadet noun 1 a pimp us, im. 2 a new drug user us, 1949 
cadge verb >meone us, m2 

cadger noun a beggar; a scrounger« issi 
cadie; caddy; caddie noun a hat; originally a bush name for a 
slouch hat English gypsy use Australia, ms 
Cadillac noun 1 cocaine us 1953. 2 one ounce of a powdered drug os, 
7950. 3 phencyclidine, the recreationa drug known as PCP or angel 
dusti/s U 94 4 r 1 fe ith ieitn and sugar l/s, 7989. sa 
flote-and-string based method of communication in prison us gw, 
• the maximum amount which may be spent at a prison canteen 
us 7989 . 7 in the language of the homeless, a shopping cart us 1997. 
8 the US Army M-1 tank us 1991. 9 a large surfboard used for big- 
wave conditions us, ms 

Cadillac bunk noun mol :< in 1 etting where most 

beds are two-tiered bunk 1 beds us, 7939 
Cadillac express noun the drug methcathinone us 199s 
Cadillac pusher noun a person whose job 11 is to push carts with 
garments through the streets us, 2002 
cafe au lait noun 1 1 m n if nixe< race ith I in the shade of 

fOtffijSr coffee UK mi 
caff noun a caffsfel 7937 

caffuffle noun chaos, confusion Barbados, 1975 
caffuffle verb BARBADOS 7965 

cage noun i an elevat i 2abrakevan I lose) us, mi. 3 an 

abandoned house us, 2000. 4a car Bikes (motorcycle) usage us, mi. 
5 the body 0 , 

caged lion noun in lorse racin ir eh e battling back from 
appa ent defeat to win a race Australia, m 9 
cage girl noun a ticket seller in a theatre us, n52 
cagey adjective war 11 1 mmi I rutious us i®3 
caggie; kaggie noun a c il ule r kage I 1 - id icipioof outer- 

garment) UK, 1984 

cahoo-hole noun a pothole in the road Canada, 1992 
cahoots noun ► in cahoots with conspiringjjsyjfijjyiing with 
someone a&Sp 

Cain and Abel; Cain noun a table. Rhyming slang, based on the 
sons of Adam and Eve who are remembered as the first murderer 
and hisAtfcfim; recorded by Ducange.Arigiicus in 185? UK sas> 
caine; cane noun cocaine, crack cocaine us, im 
Caisse Pop noun n Quebec, a kind of cooperative bank. The term is 
shortened from Caisse Populaire or “popuIMpnk alfrench term 
universally used by anglophones Canada, 2001 
cak noun >see: CACK 

cake noun 1 - 2 the female 

breast us 7957. 5 the vagina us <>«■/. 4 bread tristan da cunha, 2000. 

5 a meal provided as compensation in addition to wages u s 7973. 

6 money; a good deal of money Extends, perhaps, from bread 
(money) but 'cake' has traditionally been associated with wealth. 
'Qu’il mangent de la brioche' - 'Let them eat cake’, attributed to 
Queen Marie-Antoinette (1755-93) on being told that her people 
had no bread us ms. 7 marijuana resin uk cm;. 8 a round disc of 
crack cocaine us ism. 9 a rural person. Derogatory Ireland, 1991. 


► get your cake ► off your 

cake confused dru 1 1 icated. Tl I 1 - me ning gained dates 
from the late t2o and the distinction between the two sgpsps mpy 
beiftlurff^tw, 2000 

cake adjective 1e1 2 I .. I 1 1 ped from fruitcake 

(a homosexual man) mmr 

cake boy noun an attractive, usually younger homosexual male us 


cake-cutting noun ihprt-changing us, 1993 

caked adjective 1 

Variants include ‘caked out', 'caked up’ and 'cakeholed’ uk 1940s. 

2 drug-intoxicated us, 1994 

cake-eater noun 1 an effeminate young man, who may or may not 
be homosexual. An important word of the flapper era, but seldom 
heard thereafter us 191 6. 2 a person who enjoys performing oral 


cakehead noun an idiot, a fool UK, 1998 
cake hole noun 1 the vagina us 2001. 2 ihe mouth. Also heard as 
'cake 'ole' uk 1943 

cake-o adjective required, 

CjarrJfbftable Back slang for ok uk mi 
cakes noun 1 the but I especia female buttocks us 7993. 2 crack 
cocain® uk 2003 

cake tin nickname t rdium NEW 

2mANa,,mt 

cakewalk noun nally a boxing 

term fiaf ati.easy victory, then expanded to general use us wr 
cakey adjective foQft#! 4 aft ms 

calabash cut noun a haircut in which the hair is cut on a line 
equidistant from the top of the head. A 'calabash' is a squashy ppil 
the suggestion is that a hollowed out squash shell was used to 
gufdf .the) scissors iRiNipAB, And tobago. 1990 
calaboose noun 11 | 1 II 1 il one. Fr in the Spanish 

calabazo (dungeon) us 1792 

calamity howler noun a person who predicts disaster us, m2 
Calamity Jane noun 1 I I 1 I ing cards, the queen of spades. 
Martha Jane 'Calamity Jane' Canary (1852-1903) was a legendary 
figure in the settling of#» western US us im 
calbo noun hero caballo (heroin) us 


calc out verb IS, 7999 

calculator noun i n ho e r x ng parim itu I < HI who calculates 
odds us 1976. 2 in poker a playei skil ed at assessing the hands of 
higher players us ms 

Calcutta noun i butter. Rhyming slang us 7998. 2 a Calcutta sweep 
AUSTRALIA, 79507 

Calcutta sweeps; Calcutta sweep noun a type of sweepstake ffr 
which contestants' names are auctioned off Australia, 1914 
caleche noun in Quebei i one-h rse, t o- leeled carriage Canada. 


calendar noun year us 1926 

calendar days; calendar time noun the bleed period of a 
woman's menstrual cycle us, 1954 

calf noun 1 a young teenage girl 1 is 1 - 2 ,1 Cadillac car us, mo t>see: 
cow’s calf. ► have a calf ly overwrought; 

Ip. lose control. A.VartaffBjftbfflft'Of wave a cow us, 1999 
calf-lick noun a limp quiff, or a tuft of hair on someone's forehead 
which. Will not lie smoothly. Northern dialect in wider useux, 1954 
calf slobber noun ftffthgite.us i960 
calf's tail noun the cord attached to a railway whistle us, r-m 
Calgary Redeye noun a drink made of tomato juice and beer 

CANADA. ASSA 

Cali noun 1 California us 1930. 2 MDMA, the recreational drug best 
knqWp a$ ecstasy, originating in California. A shortening of 

CALIFORNIA ECSTASY 1999 





calibrate | Cambodia trip 
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calibrate verb in rrect < ne ne in rrr ition or opinion. Derives 
from making minor adjustments to high-tech weaponry us, 2003 
calico cluck noun 1 1 nil 1 1 1 orker us, 1975 

Cali dreamers noun 1 1- M MA, the r reational drug best 

kr^yfn as ecstasy. The whole pl»»h the song 'Califomta 
□reamin' by The Mamas and Papas, 1966 uk 1999 
Califas nickname California Border par li i in English 
conversation by Mexican-Americans us im 
California bankroll noun in note wrapped 

around sma1W?Bomfnation note, giving the impression of a great 
deal of money us. m0 

California bible noun a deck of playing card^tiS. weo 

California blackjack noun nd a nine, which 

produce a score of 20, not 21 us, m2 
California blankets noun newspaper used as bedding us, im 

California C-note noun.® 

California coffee noun inexpensive wine us, me 

California cornflakes noun cocatrre USy#? 

California Crybaby Division nickname in the Korean war, the 40th 
California National Guard Division us. 1939 
California ecstasy noun MDI1A 1 1 1 onal drug best known 

as ecstasy, originating in California 1999 
California girl noun uana us, 2002 

Californian noun a variety of MDMA, the recreational drug best 
knofe as ecstasy uk, 1996 

Californian northern lights noun a hybrid marijuana grown in 
California. The northern lights (aurora borealis), a luminous atmos¬ 
pheric display, is a metaphor for potent effects and * 

sirrtifefor the plant's appearance us. 1999 
California pimping noun working as a pimp in a relaxed, low-press¬ 
ure style us, 1972 

California quail noun a tablet of the recreational drug 
methaqualone, the recreational drug best known as Quaaludes™ 

California sunrise noun 1 a variety of MDMA, the recreational drug 
best known as ecstasy; a blend of amphetamine and caffeine 

[lit 1 I M - 2 _ L - ill 1 I I of CALIFORNIA 

SUNSHINE UK, 1998 

California sunshine noun LSKCS 

California tilt noun i ir th the x inet (h id) loping downward 
’ ’jM a frewishd that is lower than the rear end us, me 
California tires noun tyres with little remaining tread us, 1971 
California turnaround noun 1 1 i erful ent il neivous system 

stimulant. So potent that a trucker who takes one can drive t® 
€SI#'f«ia and back ufe-tftw 

Californicator noun il rnia.ill ne ho has moved to 

Oregon or Washington state us, 1973 
calipers noun dice that are true to an extremely minute tolerance, 
approximately 1/1000th of a inch us. 1950 
Cali red beard noun 1 11 1 ina grown in California us, 

call noun 1 an opin n r pred ti n 2 the initial flooding of 

sensations after injecting heroin us. 1973 

call verb ► call Earl 10 vomit its ms. ► call for a cab (of a 

jockey) to make jerky arm movements as he battles to remain in 
the saddle uk, mu. ► call for Herb to vomit. An echoic play on 
the sounds produced by a sudden expulsion of vomit Australia, 

1984 . ► call for Hughie 

as the involunatary sounds 0' vomiting A joke current in the 
1970s described gettingtfjftink 0 n green crhrne de menthe and 
calling for television personality Hughie Green (1920-97) wc 1974. 

► call for the butter .mpl ed 1 1 or arrived at 

■your destination. Fishing skippers who Claimed the 4hi% to 
locate fish by the taste of the bottom mud would smear butter on 
a lead weight, lower il to the bottom, and then taste the mud 
brought to the surface on Hie buttered lead us. ms. ► call hogs 


to snore us, ( 973 . ► call it on < I ill ng in 1 her gang to a gang 
fight us, 7955. ► call Ralph lo vomit us. 79,33. ► call someone 
full-mouth to 1 I 11 I H 1 1 1 111 in honorific Mr or 
Mrs Guyana. !995 ► call someone raw to address your elder 

► call the 

shots to be In a [ Ition off 1 to direct he actions of others 

m 19S7 

callabo noun asCQlliipatiQn us, 2002 

callalloo noun a confused set of circumstances; a mix-up. From the 
name Of a popular stew trinidad and t<3 bago, 2003 
call book noun a list, formal 01 high y informa, kept, by a pool 
XugjWj of locations where money can be made playing pool us. 

call boy noun 1 i male prostiti h e ienl took his services by 

telephone tty 1942. 2 a boy or young man win; called railway 
WOffeKto WOfkf/5, 1898 


calley noun marijuana I rom kali and collie iamaica, 7975 
call girl noun a prostitute who makes bookings with customers by 
;.f§ephqSfe.tt. 1922 

call house noun a brothel fr m h 1 pi titute are procured by 

telephone os. im 

callibogus noun an a coho 2. drink of spruce beer, rum or whisky, 
and molasses Canada, 7995 

calling card noun 1 a fingerprint us, 1949. 2 needle marks on a drug 
user's arm us. 1971. 3 during the Vietnam war a printed card 
identifying the unit, left on the bodies of dead enemy soldiers juS 

calling station noun in poker, an unskilled player who calls bets 
prematurely id. np 

call it verb while :e, to state the price expected 

' % th? service requested uk 1937 

Call Me God noun 1 MG nmand fthe 1 lei of ft Michael 
and St George). A pun elaborated on the initials; used by civil 
servants demonstrating a jOtddilST SroiIiarity with, the hongatf*. 

call money noun a demand for payment of a debt us, ms 
call of the great outdoors noun 1 li 1 I ite or urinate. An 
elaboration of fa call of nature 1 which is the conventional 
euphemism uk 1965 

call out verb to challenge someone to a fight us, rnw 

call that George! used f r expr In in.. completion 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 1983 


call-up noun in pi 1 1 i in u n i governor’s office uk 2001 

Cally nickname >see: CARLY 
cally dosh noun m§iigjpuK, ms 

calmer noun a barbiturate or other central nervous system depress- 


Calumet fever noun (among Ottawa valley lumbermen) fear of 
riding logs down the slide at Calumet, Quebec Canada, 1 964 

Calvin Klein noun 1 wine FI. I formed in the name of 

American fashion designer -Galvin Klein (b.1942). Sometimes 
shortened to ‘Calvin' uk 1998. 2 a fine Rhyming slang, formed on 
the name offtshion designer CaMfr-Klein (b.1942) uk im 

Calvin Klein special noun a nn am 1 m md the rec¬ 
reational drug ketamine. A back formation from the initials us, 799. 

Calvins noun I by Calvin Klein us 

cam noun 1 camouflage Military t % rs<s. 2 a camera 2003 

Camberwell carrot noun in ex< ..ill ong md fat marijuana 

tcigateftew?. i987 

Cambo adjective Catrihpdian us, tm 

Cambodian red noun marijuana from Cambodia Named after its 
reddish hue os im 

Cambodia trip noun a highly potent strain of marijuana from 
Cambodia us raax? 
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Cambodie | canal boats 


Cambodie adjective i mI dian ietnan n usageus, 1964 

Camden Lock noun 

of north London uk 1998 

Camden rules noun poor table manners. A tribute to Camden, New 

came noun cocaine Probal m I 1 r mi heating of'cane' 
(cocaine) m. 1953 

camel noun 1 in twelve-step recovery programmes such as Alcoholics 
Anonymous, a person who maintains sobriety From the sense of 
'dry as a camel' us 19 2 ,1 poor performing racehorse Australia, 

W89. 3 a marijuana cigarette us. me 

camel driver noun an Arab us, ms 
camelfucker noun an Arab. Offensive L 8 1998 
camel jockey; camel jock noun a Arab; anyone mistaken for an 
Arab. Used with contempt US. mi 

camel's hump noun an act of defecation. Rhyming slang for dump 

camel stop noun 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I I - rk poli lang; an allusion to 
the preponderance ol immigrants in New York's taxi-driving 
workforce OS 2m 

camel toe noun 1 1 le nditi 1 I 1 isl ten 1 tight-fitting pair of 

trousers, shorts, bathing suit of fCrer garment forms a wedge or 
■iieft between a woman's labia, accentuating their shape us, 1994 
camera noun a police radar i|rtjt us, me 
Camilla Parker-Bowles noun a Rolls Royce car, usually called a 
'rolls'. Rhyming slang, formed on the name of the mistress (later 
wife) of Prince Charles, Prince of Wales, Variants ard‘Cattiijli 
Parker', 'Parker-Bowles' and 'Parker' uk, 1998 
Camille noun 1 a hon exual man I 11 es from one 
unfortunate, failed love affair to another os, m2. 2 a melodramatic 
hospital patient who always feels Qtrf§§ verge of dying.§glpii.f 8 | 
novel by Alexandre Dumas us, 1994 
camisole noun a strait jacket used to restrain the violent or Insane 

cammies; camies noun a camouflage unifpjifi us. 19ft 
camo noun camouflage us, 1984 

camouflage noun the li 11 in I i persor ili 1 umed by 
an experl card counter playing blackjack in a casino in the hope of 
avoiding detection aid ejection tis, 1997 

camp noun 1 ostent n 1 flai 1 in I 11 e iiavagance of 
gesture, style elc, also, deliberately overt effeminacy used to signal 
Homosexuality; May be further refined (or otherwise) as high camp 
or low camp us. 1999. 2 a dramatical v effeminate homosexual man. 
"in Australia not necessarily a flagrantly effeminate homosexual 1 us 
m3. 3a habitual resting place Ini wild animals Australia, 1947. 4a 
temporary location to stay at Australia, 1994. s a resting or holding 
place for stock animals aiistralia, ms. 6 a r esl Australia. 1899. 7 jail 
us, 1968. ► in camp 

based away from the regular place of dutyMJ/4 2003 
campverti 10 exhibit humorously exaggerated, dramatic, effeminate 
mannerisms (usually hut not exc usively of ,1 homosexual male). 
Variants are 'camp around', 'camp about’ and 'camp it up' us, 192s, 
2 to stay at a place temporari y: to have a short rest. Originally 
( 1840 s) meaning 'to stop travelling or working and set up a quick- 
camp for making refreshments' Australia, ms. 3 to sit on a man's 
face d&ftflft heterosexual love-making,. A. rare non-gay usage, from 
the conventional sense 'to take up temporary residence' uk 2001. 

4 (of wild animals) lo rest or sleep Australia, isei 
camp adjective i in i u eminat ffe - I isually applied to 
behaviour or style. Possibly French in origin; however it may well 
be an ironic reversal of 'unkempt' (ungroomed) or, less likely, 
derive frorn the acroftyfirKAMP: 'known as male prostitute' uk 
1909. 2 homosexual In Australia not necessarily flagrantly 
effeminate Australia, mt 

campaign noun ► on a campaign drunk uk 2002 

campaign verb in horse racing, to run a racing stable as a business 


camp as a row of tents adjective 1 

1965 . 2 (often, but not exclusive v, ol homosexual men) ostentatious, 
effeminate, extravagantly styled. Elaboration of camp (ostentatious, 
etc,), pftiSjing on conventional 'camping'. The phase is often 
ornamented with adjectives that describe the tents as 'frilly', 'pink', 
etC UK 1967 

camp as Christmas adjective (olien, but not exclusively, of homo¬ 
sexual men) ostentatious, effeminate, extravagantly styled uk, 1999 
camp bitch noun an overtly, extravagently effeminate male homo¬ 
camper noun 1 any person Usually described as a 'happy camper’ or 
'unhappy camper', but sometimes simply as a 'camper' us, 1987. 

2 a restaurant customer who ingers too long at their table us, 1995 
campery noun that are considered camp 


camp thief; camp robber nickname the grey jay or Canada jay. Also 
known by these names in die l IS since 1893 , this bird is nicknamed 
for its habit pf scrounging food at outdoor worfyandjil^ sites 

CANADA, 1893 

campus noun a prfedj¥s grounds us, mi 

campy adjective i le It mi ii ii nd blatantly homosexual us, ms 

Cam red noun Cambodian red marijuana us, 2003 

cam-stick noun a slick ol face makeup used for camouflage Military 




rij uana from Cambodia, 


can noun 1 a jail or prison us, 1912. 2 a toilet; a bathroom or water 
closet us, 1914. 3 Ihe buttocks us w/m 4 an imprecise amount of 
marijuana, usually oh£ ty two ounces. Derived from the practice 
in the 1940 s of selling marijuana in Prince Albert tobacco c3t$;0,: 
1967. 5 one ounce of marijuana Probably from a pipe tobacco 
container, possibly a shortening of 'cannabis' us ,059. 6 marijuana. 
Probably a shortening of'cannabis' but possibly from 'can' (a 
measured amount -ol cannabis); u 1 m. 7 a Saracen armoured-car 
uk 1995. 8 a rail rytanl irria 9 a car irn 10 a safe 

us 1949. 11 in electric line work, an overhead transformer us raso. 

12 in drag racing, nitromethane fuel us ms. ► in the can not 
itqsMg to win us, 1951 

can verb 1 2 

something, to cease something us. ism 
canab noun I rom the cannabis 

plant 2001 

Canada flash noun in the Canadian min 1 ,1 isible identifii tion 
badge CANADA ia$s 

Canada honker noun a Canada goose s 3 a 

Canada potato noun a Jerusalem artichoke Canada, ms 
Canadian noun 1 a Jewish person us. 1950. 2 a multiple bet uk, mi 
Canadian bacon noun in homosexual u ge rn uncircumcised 

Canadian black noun dark marijuana from Canada us, m 9 


Canadian passport noun 1 I 11 A 1 n 1 the hair is worn 
short at the front and long at the back. Most commonly known as 

Can Air noun a putative merged Ad Canada/Canadian Airlines 
conglomeration Canada, 1991 

canal boatnoun the Horserace Fotaliser Board, the Tote. Rhyming 
Slang. The idle was created by an Act of Parliament in 1928 . This 
term (unlike synonymous nanny goat) does not appear until after 
1-972 When the legislation was amended to allow the Tote-to Oper¬ 
ate as #f an-course bookmaker uk 1984 


canal boats noun big shoes us 19 




canal conch | cannatt 
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bad luck us, 1974. aa capsule of pentobarbita sodiui 
Nembutal™), a central nervous system-depressant t 
canary verb lo inform lo 1 he police us, ms 


candy-ass noun a weak person us m0 
candy-ass; candy-assed adjective weak,,lhgfflSttive, timid us n 
candy-bar punk; candy-bar fag noun a male prisoner whose 
ual favours are bought with purchases from the prison shop 
candy butcher noun a walking vendor who sells sweels us «6 
candy C; candy cee noun cocaine An elaboration of candy 
(cocaine) by combin; tion with c (cocaine) us 1953 
candycaine; candycane noun.. I inning on the Chrisi 


candy pail noun a c 
candy stick noun a 

candystore dice nc 


CanCult noun ed by the gov 


candy wagon noun in trucking, a truck with a light lo; 
candy wrapper noun a hundred-dollar note. Probably 
association with Hie snorting of cocaine, or 'nose ca 

cane noun 1 or bre; 


C and H noun < 11 nl lii 1 -1 1 lowing of a bran 

for sugar; sometimes used with the sugar comptoffs-a 
slogan: 'pure cane sugar from Hawaii' us 19® 
can die! used for expressing despondency Singapore. 2002 
candle noun 1 a semi-solid stalactite of nasal mucus uk 21 


C and M noun a mixture of 
can-do adjective COTTffijent, ( 
candy noun 1 any barbitura 
.sugar cube treated with L 
5 inexpensive plastic or a 
7 anything good or enjoy 


► cane the loop | 1 ie nh 10th and 11th 
holes at St Andrew:, go 1 course, Scotland, in two under par uk 
caned adjective ik UK 1997 

cane it verb 1 to drive at speed Fo 'cane' (to punish) a motor uk 
1997. 2 to read, especially beyond sensible physical limitations, 1 
.**$|(jjSpeal stimulants taken recreationally uk, 20m 
can house noun a brothel us. im 

Caniac noun adiens who 

travels to other cities to see playoff games. The term comes fis 
the combining into sne.iworci of shortened fqrfff rpf 'Cdnadien: 
and 'maniacs' Canada. 2002 

can I do you now, sir? a catchprase that is usually appropriate 


iar; played by Dorothy Siimnjets. Still hi 
I speak to you? used as the commoi 


candy adjective excel If 

candy apple red no 

metallic red paint l 

candy-armed adjecti\ 







117 


canned | cap 


canned adjective i tipsy, drunk us mis. 2 of music, recorded, 
especially to serve as background music.'Derogatory uk im. 

3 recorded, repetitive us, m3 

canned goods noun i a virgin i is. no. 2 a male who has never 
experienced passive anal sex us, mm 
canned heat noun gel formed iti juid ethanol and saturated 
calcium acetsit® Solution; when ignited, thfApohol in the gel 
btirns. Used as a source of |y@f in portable cooking stoves and as a 
source of alcohol by truly desperate d^)|^| is® 

canned UP adjective 

cannibal noun a person who performs oral sex us, aw 
cannon noun 1 a large handgun us, «r. 2 a large surfboard designed 
for big-wave conditions us, 3 an extra large marijuana cigarette 
uk. 1999. 4 a muscular arm us ms9. s a pickpocket us, 1909 
cannonball noun i an express train us, 1894. 2 a dive in which the 
diver grips and tueif'fheir knees agamst their dbestfs maximise 
the-splash us.ma 

cannonball adjective (used of a road race) unofficial, illegal us. 1992 
cannon-cocker noun a nembei ol an artillery unit Vietnam war 
usage u% is® 

cannon fodder noun infantry soldiers. Used with sympathy or 
derision byjQurnijljSS, agitators and, occasionally, the troops uk, 

canny noun a bird; a pheasant. English gypsy use UK 2000 
canoe noun a in iiiii in 1 1 n lich burn unevenly or is holed. 
The resemblance to a simple canoe: a log with a We m one 
side 1 , 2001 

canoe verb it 2 ijuana cigarette) to 

burn only on the top us ;989 

canoe inspection noun 

for signs of a sexually transmitted disease os, is64 
canoe licking noun the act of oral sex H woman irpjw 
canoe-maker noun 1 rensi ithologist F m the image of the 
body on the autopsy table, opened up to resemble a canoe us, am 
Canoe U nickname lie 1 I ll A( I u - H 4h ills The 1998 
Naval Academy yearbook included a CD-ROM supplement entitled 
Canoe U, providing a virtual tour of the Naval Academy os, i%3 
can of coke noun a joka Rhyming slang us 1998 
can off verb to fall off new Zealand, as 4 

can of gas nouna smal butane torch used in the preparation of 
crack cocaine us im 

can of oil; canov noun ayboil, UstfStiy reduced uk i%i 
can of striped paint noun 1 nythi il ta 1 igned to a newly 
hired helper us, 1953 " ' 

can of whip-ass; can of whup-ass noun a, notional repository for a 
physical beating us, mt 

can of worms noun 1 a complex issue or situation, consideration of 
which may cause further problems, scandal or unpleasantness'US) 
1927. 2 a can of c-ration spaghetti us mi 

canonical adjective it .puting in the 1 1 )l und accepted form. 

Literally, 'accbflSifog to. religious law' us mi 
can opener noun a curved bar used by criminals to prize open a 
safe us. 1949, 

can or no can used for expre m he d 11 11 unking process 
used by a big-wave surfers u$*wi 
cans noun 1 the female breasts us 1959. 2 headphones Canada. 1977. 

3 money. English gypsy use uk 2000 
can shooter noun 1 crimina 1 peciali 11 breaking into safes 
- M im 

can spanner nounopener. Royal Navy usew, 1979 

cantaloupe noun a misfit; an outcast us, ass 

cantaloups noun d ght< ib heat to show a four, five or six 

can't be bad! les envious, 

approval or congratulation uk 1964 


canteen noun 1 a truck stop us run. 2 goods purchased against 
earnings credited, or cash. Prison use uk mm 
canteen boat noun the rear flat! in a sea-borne minesweeping for¬ 
mation uk, m 

canteen cowboy noun 1 a ladies' man, especially one who loiters In 
the NAAFI (the armed forces shop 01 canteen) (or the purpose of 
meeting women. Royal Air force usej|i1l , >-current In the 1970s, 
Formed on US drugstore cowboy (a young man who loiters in or 
around a drugstore-for the purpose of meeting women) uk, 1943. 

2a railway employee on an unexpei ted 01 extended tea break (vat, 
1970. 3 an orderly corporal on duty in s Roya Air Force Station 
InsfifSte, NAAFI or Junior Ranks' Club, Roughly contemporary$$fk 
■ #*e sense as- 'iasies' man still current in the early 1970s uk mi 
canteen letters noun an extra two letters per week if an inmate 
pays for stamps. Prison' usel^f'jszs 
canteen punk noun 1 [ 11 >nei I > engages in sexual acts for 
payment in goods bought at the prison canteen or shop vs, 1974 
canter noun the pe ith hich a pri 1 lieves that his prison 
sentence will race 1 by FifflM conventional 'canter' (a horse's easy 
speed of movement, ndt 'tjditd-a'.gallBpX ttiUS'a prisoner's-boast of 
an 'easy fide uk^ccmand hoq 

can’t go swimming ed period of a woman's 

menstrual cycle us, 1999 

can’t hear you - your mouth's full of shit used as a refusal to 
acknowledge what someone else is saying, implying that what is 
'.tfeg spoken is nonsense pr Offensive. Used by som;@(fipmedibF$- 
as a 'heckle put-down' uk 1994 

can’t-help-it noun in 11 lagi 1 1 disease From an earlier sense of 
ijfe. term as 'menstruation'ts#®' 
can’t-miss noun in horse r in 11 eh< ethati asurethingto 
win a race t^tSisxtent that a safe.tfiSjf.is a surecththgus msi 
can to can’t ill I from early mornir 111 11 can just see) to 

late evsftibf (when you can’t see) us, am 
can’t-see-um noun ,1 ly sr rail ,1 ir oying insect vs, ass 
can’t take you anywhere! used as a jocular reprlfpand-tp a 
ronmxnon who has jurl said or done vimeih'ng contrary lo the 
accepted social code; or (replacing you with him or her ) to the 
company at large, as a humorous acknowledgement of such a faux 

Canuck noun a Canadian, especially a rench-Canadian Insulting. 
Most likely to be heard in portions of the US borftfeflng Canada. 
During-the 1972 campaign tor US President, a newspaper in New 
Flampshire printed an anonymous letter accusing candidate 
Senator Muskie of having used the term 'Canuck' to describe the 
state's French-Canadian population. The sound and fury created 
by the accusation stunned Muskie, and by the time it was learnt 
that the letter had been a concoction of President Nixon's-election 
'lA&iftafgn- tbe damage had been doneii£ j@ss 
Canuck adjective Canadian. Insulting us, 19$$ 
can-up noun I I irtir ill I I I III hik I 11 ll v US 1963 
canvas noun 1 a strait jacket vs, 1949. 2 a sports shoe, whether or not 
made from tjanvais m wf 

canvasback noun I- er 0 igl 1 hose la of I ills leads him to 
ffidjbi*rKelfdt»his backus ass 
canyon noun the vagina us mso 

canyon-dive noun - 1 1 1 'in Iona man us, mso 

canyon slicker noun 1 11 I n nbine canyon (the vagina) with 

a waterproof outergarment uk ms 
cap noun 1 a bullet; a shot US, 1925. 2 a capsule of drugs us, 1929. 3 a 
psychoactive mushroom Conventionally, the domed upper part of 
a mushroom; possibly an abbreviation of liberty cap', the name 
giver to psilocybin mushrooms us. 1999 4the amount of 
marijuana that will 1 fit into the plastic cap of a tube of lip $&&&; 
1 css. 5 crack cocaine Sometimes in the plural uk ms. 6 used as a 
term of address 'or -someone whose actions are provoking-physical 
■violas®. Hawaiian- youth, -usage; an abbreviated form of 'capillary' 
us, i9S2. 7 captain us /759. 8 a capital letter Originally used by 
printers, then publishers and authors uk 1937. 9 a recapped tyre us, 
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denomination Ofi tep 

cap verb i to package a drug in capsules us, 1952. 2 to shoot someone 
us, 1970. 3 to insult someone 111 a competitive, quasi-friendly spirit; 
to outdo someone us 1944. 4 to steer business to someone us 1973. 

5 in casino gambling, to add to an existing bet, usually illegally os, 
i98o. 6 to assist in a fraudulent scheme by fast talk that helps lure 
the victim into ihe swindle uk mu. 7 to fly on combat air patrol 
(CAP). Royal Air Force usew.tss 
Cape Breton attache case noun a plastic bag Canada, raso 
Cape Cod turkey noun salMijff iSi' 

Cape Doctor noun h 1 ng nth 1 rl tr I- vind that blows in 
Cape Town over surhenet south. af$ca, imi 
cape horn noun a condom I he southernmost tip of the South 
American crjfififtewt.puns on 'cape' (an outer garment, often 
waterproof) worn on a horn (the erect penis). A similar pun was 
behind:#® C19 sense;.now obsolete, as 'the vagina' - tfi# 
southernmost tip, often subject to stormy weather, where.many 
rfjdnchSSS.been lost uk, ms 

capella noun a hat An affected elabi hi iff ip easily confused 
with the obsolete sense (a coat) which derives directly from Italian 

Cape of Good Hope noun 1 soap. Rhyming s ang, based on the 
South African head and; sometimes shortened to 'cape' uk 192s. 

2 the Pope. Rhyming slang uk. 1994 
caper noun 1 a criminal undertaking, especial v a swindle or theft us 
1925. 2 that which is going on; business; an undertaking Australia. 
1954. 3thetime devoted to pleasure; a hedonistic lifestyle. Probably 
from the convention; I sense (a dance) uk 2001. 4 cocaine. 
Etymology uncertain; possibly filling sfetig. cape of good hope', 
lor 'dope' uk 2001. 5 a costume worn for erotic effect uk 2002 


caper car noun a car used for a crime and then abandoned us. mi 
capey; capie noun | 1 who is part of the n n white or 

'coloured' population in South Africa’s Cape province. A term that 
.Survived apartheid sounji'AFftiCA, im 
capisce?; capeesh? ;angster films 

and television programmes, almost always a blatant affectation 
with an organised, Sicilian ring tout os, istr 
capital adjective attractive, good-looking us. 2001 
capital H noun heroin An embellishment of h (heroin) us, 1975 
capital prize noun a sexually transmitted infection us, ms 
cap man noun 1 nfederate n 1 indie us 1971 
Cap'n Crunch nickname a captain of a British Columbia provincial 
ferry who had a spectacular collision Canada, ras9 
capo noun a leader of a Mafia organisation us, 1952 
capon noun an effeminate or homosexual male os, 194.5 
cap on verb to look at someone or something us mi 
capoonkle adjective confusing, confused us, im 
capper noun 1 u incher mething hat bea ill others uk i960. 

2 in a drug-selling enterprise, a person who fills capsules with a 
drug us. ms. 3 in a confidence swindle, a person who lures the 
victim into the swindle. I rom the verb cap us. 1253. 4 in an auction, 
a dummy bidder os, WS3: 
caps noun hegfittiw, 199s 
capsula noun crack cocaine UK aSi- 

capsule con noun a prisoner convicted on drug charges US, mo 
captain noun 1 a n 1 onducti 2 the person buying the 

drinks Australia, 1953. ► out with the captain out drinking 
Especially in the Maritime provinces, the Captain is Of Course- 
Captain Morgan rum^fiMDA 2m 
Captain Bob nickname corru; 1 11 1 1 11 1 1 Robert Maxwell 

(1923-1991) UK im 


Captain Cook; captain's noun a I ifter Captain 

James Cook, 1728-79, British -us explorer who 'discovered' the 
east coast of Australia Australia j m> 

Captain Grimes nickname [he Times newspaper. Rhyming slang uk 
ENGLAND, 1982 

Captain Hicks noun hi craps, the number six os, 1941 
Captain Kirk noun 1 It I Rhyi ting lang I 1 ed on a famous 
character of the original television and film science fiction 
adventure series Star Trek, since 19® uk. 1999 
captain of the head noun an orderly assigned duty os 

captain's log noun 1 , based on a 

famous detail of television and M m science fiction adventure 
series Sim Trek, since 1969 oa 1991 2the penis A Star Trek cliche 
..ptmnirrg on wood (the erect penis) os, 2001 
captain's man noun | ice iff -1 I- ignatec to pick up bribes 
ft-ocn..-criminals for his superior officers u$ii9@ 

Captain Trips nickname Jerry Garcia (1942-1995), lead guitarist and 
spiritual bedrock of the Grateful Dead os 1994 
capture noun an arrest and imprisonment die »8 
capture verb ► capture the bishop (of a male) to masturbate. 
Punning 'capture' with dr- ay hands on’; a variation of bash the 
bishop (to masturib|t©«c 2005. 
capun noun capital punishment os 1992 
caput adjective >see: KAPUT 

cap work noun making them 

resilient on certain surf; ces, which makes them more likely lo 
bounce off the altered sides us, 1950 
car noun 1 a clique fpri ner 2 radio us, 2C02. 3 in 

lobstering, a slatted box: ldtff$ water in which lobsters are kept 
ttmtil they are-s&wt®, 7 m 

caramel noun ► drop a caramel to defecate «fefi|;#|<@D, 19m 
caramel adjective mixed race us, 1994 

caramello noun 1 | 1a iish mM 1 From the Spanish 
for 'caramel'; the Spanish spell the word with one I UK 2003 
caravan nickname members of 

|he travelling:ddfiftifidraty are incarcerated Ireland, 1996 
carb noun a carburettor -os, 1942 

car banger noun rimin who sp iali 11 tealing from cars os 

carbie; carby noun a carburettor new^^nd, ;s® 
carbo noun carbohydrates 

carbolic dip noun ; dip given to 

prisoners when they arrive al a prison os 1950 
car bra no™ a cover placed on the front of a car In the hope or 
belief that jivWlil foil radar speed-detection us. 1990 
carburettor noun 1 ui ith ho u I 1 moking marijuana; a 
hole that is designed to let air into a pipe used for smoking 
'marijuana, As its automotive namesake forces a mixture of fuel 
and oxygen into an engine, the marijuana-related carburettor 
1$$$ a mixture of marijuana sfnpke and air into the smijfef's- 

fetgjSJt/S IBS? 

carcass noun one's body; oneself Australia, 1956 

car catcher noun a rear brakeman on a freight train us, 1946 

carcloutnoun thief I 1 I in ind J 1 he contents of 

card noun 1 a tactic held in re -1 in< ther used to win an advan¬ 

tage. Usually in the expression 'playing the (fill in the blank) card' 
us 1973. 2 an eccentric; a lively personality uk ism. ► go through 
the card to have everything on offer, lo cover something 
comprehensively Originally, 'to back every winning horse at a race¬ 
meeting.' uk 1977. ► on the card in railway slang, on time us, 1977 
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card verb i to ask someone for proof of age before selling or serving 
them alcohol us. 1975. 2 to trade credit card numbers illegally uk 


cardboard noun in h e racing I ting tic 0 \us tralia 1999 
cardboard box noun 11 ill 11 .1 ismitted ir fection. Rhyming 
slang for pox uk m 

cardboard caver noun in caving and j t-holing a caver who gives 
St|) at the first sign of wetness. Derogatory uk, 2004 
cardboard city nou from the fact 

that the furniture in such prison cells is often madriftom, 
cardboard uk 19% 

card-carrying adjective devout, dedicated. I irst used in the late 
1940s to describe fervent leftists in the lIS as 'card-carrying 
Communists', the term: was given new life in 1988 when 
Democratic presidential candidate Michael Dukakis described 
frtasetf as a 'card-carrying member of the American Civil Liberties 
jjnion' us. i%3 

cardenales noun barbiturates. I rom the Spanish (or 'cardinal' (a red 
bird) us. 1997 

carder noun 1 per n empl li pi pr titute advertising 
•caijIMn telephone boxes and other public places uk. 1994 
cardi; cardie; cardy; Cardi noun 1 itted woollen 

jacket. Named after James Brudenell, the seventh Earl of Cardigan 
(1797-1868) whose cavalry troops, durmgthe Crimean War 
(1853-56), wore a simi ar garment for warmth uk m7. 2 an inhabi¬ 
tant of the country Of Ceredigion, formerly Cardiganshire; any 
person who is reluctant to part with cash. Probably Originates’With, 
the frugal practices .of Cardiganshire' Mtl;f§.rtrfers uk wales. 2002 
cardies noun electronic gambling machines that display playing 
cards Australia, ms 


cardinal noun ► the cardinal is home used for conveying that 
the speaker 4gjspefiericihg the bleed period of||p'rnenstrual 

card mob noun two or more card cheats working together us, 1979 
cards noun ► on the cards likely, profsif|l| 
cards speak noun ule that players need not 

declare whether they are playing for a low or high hand us nun 


card surfing noun 1 1 ... 11 1 n be een credit cards to 

achieve financial advantage or 2000 2a criminal act in which a 
criminal closely observes a person using an automatic cash 
machine (by looking over his or her shoulder) and notesIbbper¬ 
sonal identify number that is enterered on the keypad; the user's 
card is subsequently stolen, without making the user aware of the 
theft,, and fraudulent withdrawals of cash are the criminal's reward. 
&feb known as shoulder surfing' us im 
care verb ► not care less to be absolutely unconcerned us 190, 
care bear noun 1 pe 11 11 in a pr 1 11 een to be too 

sympathetic to the prisoners' needs. Derogatory; based on cute 
cartoon characters The Care Bears, originally created in 1981 for 
*06 greeting gatffe.atit subsequently animated for television Ml 

film UK 1996 

career girl noun a ewe that refuses to nurse her young new Zealand, 

career mangier noun in (he Canadian military, a Career Manager 
CANADA, 1995 

care factor: zero! noun I don't care about what you just said! us. 

CARE package noun 1 a box of beats and/or necessities, sent to 
someone away from home with the hope of cheering them up 
Suggested by CARE packages sent by the United Nations us, m2. 

2 a small amount of a drug disguised for safe carrying and later 


careware noun computer software offered free by its developer, with 
the request that the user make a contribution to a charity in place 
of payi ng a fee for' the software us. mi 

carga noun heroin B< I 1 .1 i in Eng b conversation by 

Mexican-Amerrcans, fronts .its literal sense as 'a charge (of 

explosive)" <965 


cargo noun ostei ; symbol uk. 1994 

carhop noun 1 an employee in a drive-in restaurant who serves 
customers in their cars us. 1939. 2 a girl who chooses partners on 
"tjte basis of me: car us, ms 
cariole noun 1 horse-drawn sleigh \nada ms 
carjack verb to steal a car from its driver under threat of bodily 
harm. An elision of'car' and 'hijack' tvs, 1991 
car jockey noun 1 a race car driver us, 1977. 2 a parking attendant US. 

cark; kark verb 1 lb irigin unkn 1 1 est ns that it is from 

'carcass', or from 'cark' (die harsh cry of a crow) are not very 
.ffiovi nci ng Australia,. 1977 
car key noun a screwdriver 
cark it; kark it verb to die AUSTRAU.A, 198? 

Carl Rosa noun u 1 n 1 eur; hence, a the Id Carl Rosa', fraud 
or deceipt. Rhyming slang, formed on the name of German 
musician Carl Rosa, 1842 - 89; in 1873 he founded the Carl Rosa 
Opera vsftidh is now Britain's oldest opera company uk w 
Carly; Cally nickname lager n in 1 ure irlsbera™ lagei 

manufactured by Carlsberg™. 'Carly' may be used for the basic 
brand lager or Carlsberg Special Brew, or combined with ‘g'ffia’ for 
Carlsberg Extra, and 'special" for Carlsberg Special Brew uKr 

SCOflAND. 1988 

carmabis noun in 1 11 1 1 - isual pun 1 the id cannabis'and 
a quasi-spiritual reference to karma (fate); possibly an error in 
§|el|mg or readingcS rpr 

earn! come on 1 A call of encouragement especially common 
amongst sports spectators Eye-dialect rendering of typical 
Australian pronunciation, ComrrfoMy preceding the name of a 
team beginning Ssjtfis'the', e.g. 'cam the Blues' (come pn ijfo 

Blues) AUSTRALIA, 1965 

carna used in exortations Australia, m7 

carnal noun male friend. 

Border Spanish used in English conversation by Mexican- 
Americans us 1950 

carnapper noun 1 persor ho habitual n On the pattern 

of 'kidnapper' uk 1984 

came noun heroin. From the Spanish for 'meat' us. v.986 

carney; carny noun a carlnMUrS m 

carnie nouni ■ consent An 

abbreviated reference to 'carnal knowledge'; somfltlnes 
embellished as 'carnie kid', m wZealand, 1 m. 2 a carnation 
AUSTRALIA, 1968 . 3 COCaine UK 2003 
carnival croquet noun the shell game tfi: <966 
carnival louse noun i per ho I i mi jl from town to 
town and associates with carnival employees, but is riotione 
•hiirisgifos, i$8i 

carny noun i any person employed by or associated with a travelling 
carnival us. 1939. 2 the insider's language used by carnival workers 

carny Bible noun the Amusement Business magazine us, ms 
carny divorce noun 1 11 1 nent in hich a man and woman 
who are living together without benefit of a wedding end their 
relationship, often consisting of one ride backwards around on a 
ferris wheel 13$; ms 

carny’s Christmas noun L; n September) 

US, 1981 

carny wedding noun 11 irran ment ir li h ) man and woman 
live together without benefit of a wedding, often consisting of one 
ride around on a ferris'wheei SS ra® 

Carolina noun 1 in rap i nine 2 a friend, a mate. A 

Glasgow rhyming slang extension of 'china plate' (mate), apje# fiff 
Cockney rhyming slang uk 19® 

Carolina spread noun 1. t 11 I -low the waist us. mi 

Carolina Stocker noun in di 1 1 1 m I rr ith illegal 

equipmenf or with an Ifegallylarge engine: us, <9® 
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carp noun 1 anchovies as a pizza topping us. ms. 2 a black prisoner 
us, 1989. 3 a carpenter, especia ly on a theatre set us, 1952 
car park noun an 1 nfor ne Rhyr ling I g 1 nark (an informer) uk, 

carped adjective drug-intoxicated m 19% 
carpenter noun an orthopaedist us, 1994 

carpenter's dream noun a flat-chested woman. From the pun ‘flat 
as a board, and easy to screw' us, 1974 
carpet noun 1 a three month period of imprisonment A shortening 
of'carpet bag' rhyming slang for 'drag' an obsolete term for 'a 
three month sentence'; this origin is now mainly forgotten; 
thef®jre it has since reasoned itaj'“carpet' is sc called 

because it easy lo do uk, 1903. 2 a Ihree year sentence of 
imprisonment uk 19 56. 3 in betting, odds of R-1 ijk 1957. 4 a sum 
of £3 uk 1954. 5 three hundred pounds, £300 I icket-touting slang. 
Also spelled 'carpus’ uk 2002. 6 an artificia grass playing surface us. 
1978. ► clean the carpet 

► matching carpet and drapes; carpet and drapes that 

match applied t< 1 per n, usuall . hose hair is 

neither bleached nor dyed. A jocular suggestion that the it»ir Ift- 
tffe head is same natural shade as the pubic hair us, 1999 
carpet and a half noun in betting, odds of 7 - 2 . In bookmaker 
slang carpet is 5-1, here the Jciilion 1 'I ilf increases the odds 
to 314-1 or 7-2 UK 1991 

carpetbagger noun a person who interferes in local politics without 
being a true part of the local community os, ise,s 
carpet burger noun oral sex performed on a woman us 2001 
carpet burn noun 1 1 1 1 11 1 kin due 1 frictional contact 

with a carpet. On the model of'rope-burn’. Tends to be used 
ijfiainly of knees and elbows and generally in the context of 
mounds received in the course of unconventionally located lova- 
maiurig us 1986 

carpet control noun rn ot e belie leld lilst under the influ¬ 
ence of crack cocaine, that there are useable traces of crack 
cocaine on the floor, A variation on carpet patrol. From a discreet 
correspondent 

carpet crawler noun a young chillte ^,im 
carpet game noun a swindle in which the swindler holds and then 
steals the wallet of a customer going to see a non-existent 
prostitute us:i 9 & 

carpet joint noun 1 fan 11 11 I rinousrara 
carpet muncher noun a cunnilingu hencr ind especially, a 
lesfegrtc/s, 1994 

carpeto; carpito noun thirty pounds £ 30 . Ticket-touting slang. From 

CARPET (£ 300 ) UK 2002 

carpet patrol noun n ker ra line 10 search the floor 
for droppings of crack cocaine uk ms 
carpet slashing noun a dance party. I rom the more common cut A 

RUG US. 1947 

carpet walker noun a dftijgiadiiict US tS7i 
car-popping noun car-theft I rom pop (to steal) uk 1996 

Carrie; Carrie Nation; Carry; Carry Nation noun cocaine us. 19 55 
carrier pigeon noun a messenger or cottier us, 1933 
carrot noun a rnaftjuana.cigjfttaus, 2001 

carrot cruncher noun (from an urban perspective) a country-dweller 


carrot eater; carrot snapper noun a Mormon. Offensive us, 1968 
carrot-top noun a red-headed person us. im 
carry noun 1 any victim of a crime who must be taken from the 
scene by stretcher us ms. 2 a consignment or substantial quantity 

drugs UK, 1996 

Carry noun >see: Carrie 

carry verb 1 to carry a firearm us, 1971. 2 to be in possession of drugs 
us, i96i. 3 to have surplus morley (ik is j thern Ireland, 199 6. 4 to 
lead or be in cha e 1 methin ► carry a big spoon 


to stir up trouble Australia, 1939. ► carry a case to be out of 
prison on bail. A neat play on a basic travel requirement and a 
'court case' uk / c >%. ► carry a torch to yearn for an unrequited 
love or a love aflfaii that is. over; to ae devoted 10 someone 
without havint ur < itior iproc ited ► carry it to 

the door to serve all of a prison sentence us 2002. ► carry news 
to gossip Trinidad and tobago. i97i. ► carry someone's bags to 
► carry the 

banner to stay up all mghl us. rasa. ► carry the bug in circus 
usage, to went s , nil I in horn bug (a torch) us. rise 

► carry the can back; carry the can to take the blame or 
punishment on beha I of another; to be made a scapegoat; to do 
the dirty work while another gets the credit Navy origins uk 1929. 

► carry the mail 1 >u r ml 2 to commit a 

murder for hire us . eve 3 to move quickly us. mi,. ► carry the 
shit bucket to perform the ilowliest tasks Australia,, 1977. ► carry 
the silks in horse racing, to r e for a par rlar iwner us. mi. 

► carry the stick to live without a fixed abode us, 1973. ► carry 
the target in horse racing, to run in [he last position for an 
entire race us. ev„. ► carry the wheels to accelerate so quickly 
that the vehicle 11 it leel lift 11 1 1 round ms ►carry 
your bat out in cricket, lo survive your team’s innings 
uq<$!ffiiss§tf UK, 1934 

carryall noun a veh I- 1 h in port 1 I 1 h eled or on rails for 

SnOW CANADA, 1963 

carry-away noun a robbery in which a safe is taken and opened at 
eisure away from the crime scene us, ms 
carry day noun in tel Ion nd ilm-rr iking day in which the 
cast and crew are paid but do not have to work us. mo 

carry down veib i irre i le le 

carrying all before her adjective of a woman, having a generous 
bust or obviously pregnant. Jocular ijk im 
carryings-on noun conspicuous behaviour uk 1859 
carrying weight adjective dep It rail use, late 1950s-60s; 

I'jin hie nail m el beTg uncic-l a ' le.rvy h mien ra 
Carry Nation noun >see: Carrie 

carry-on noun i a fuss; an uproar; an outbreak of excited behaviour 
uk 1890. 2 any continuing activity or catalogue of details uk 2001 
carry on verb 1 1 make a fuss uk 

i82s. 2 to be involved in a flirtatious or adulterous relationship. 
Generally phrased 'carry on with', specifying theptfer person uK 
isos. 3 to act in an ostentatious v effeminate manner In public us, 


carry tos noun I welfare. The 

word is pronounced 'carry toss' Canada, ms 
carry your ass! go away! Guyana, 1998 
carsey; karsey noun a brothel. From the Italian casa (a house) 
which is also its original use uk 2002 
car-shop verb to break into a car to steal its contents US, 1997 
cart verb i to < ii i i thin n here li i i the conventional 

sense (to transport by cart) uk im. 2 in cricket, to hit the ball or 
attack tW# bowling with unrestrained power uk i903 
Carter's Little Liver Pills noun ystem stimu- 


cart-nap verb 1 tea i shoppir 1 II- -1 il n ombination of 
'cart' and 'kidnap' uk 1996 

car toad; car tink; car tonk; car whacker noun a railway 
inspector. Named for the squatting position taken when inspecting 
the underside of us few 

carton-pusher noun 1 1-1 ' 1 I > ells cigarettes that have been 
stolen or smuggled from a state with lower taxes us, ms 
car trick noun an act pf sex between a prostitute and customer in a , 


carts; cartz noun a man’s genitalia uk im 
cartucho noun a package c nt ining mariji ina igarettes, equivalent 
to : a packet of cigarettes. From 'cartouche' (a roll or case of paper, 
etc., containing a charge for a firearm), or Spanish cartucho (a roll 
or case of paper) uk 1986 
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cartwheel noun i feigne u thdra il pasmus, 1936. 2 an 
amphetamine tablet us, /■»«.. 3 a silver dollar piece us, 1949 
cartzo; catso; cartes noun the perns. I ron Italian cazzo (to thust) 

carve vert) 1 in katet 1 li keaturn harply us, 1976. 2 in 

surfing, to change thSjpfiUrse of the surfboard by digging it into 
[he water us. 1980. 3 in mountain biking, to travel at great speed 
around corners us, ;«*. 4 in foot-propelled ['centering, to turn 
sharply while in mid-jump Glossed as 'pulling off a big, fast, aerial 
scoot-turn' uk 2000. sto outplay another musician in a competition 
of solos us 1970. ► carve some beef to grant sexual favours; to 
consent to sex us, 2001. ► carve someone's knob to make 
someone understand us out ► carve up the mob to surf 
recklessly through a crowd of surfers 01 swimmers Australia, im. 

► carve yourself a slice from the male point of view, to have 

carved UP adjective fat US 1984 

carve-up noun 1 a-fight; a battle; a gang w, 

“it of another 0.., 

a :swir»<p- 

carve up verb 1 of a driver, to cut in front of another vehicle and 
force the driver of that vehicle to brake or take other emergency 
action uk, 1984. 2 to spoi the chances of another's business uk, mi. 
3 to swindle an accomplice out of a share uk 1937 
carvie noun 1 a fellow prisoner who shares In a supply of tobacco, 
perhaps by subscription to a common supply uk 1950. 2a prisoner 
who deals in contraband tobacco; a tobacco baron. From tht' 
earlier sense (a prisoner who shares youotbfeaecQ), This sense 
'describes the prisoner who awes up the-supply uk, im 
carving knife noun a wife; ffhymifjg'slang m, gat 
carwash noun lurin the ietnam n m iblishment in 
Vietnam where a man went for a haircut, bath, massage and sex 

car whacker noun >see: car toad 

casa noun I 1 ill 11 1 111 I li 111 lent or game. 

Spanish for 'house* TM/oad and towsq f im 
casabas noun the female breasts us 1970 

Casablanca noun 1 of abuse). Rhyming 

slang u/c 2003 

Casablanca gold noun a ' ml in hi 1 pr ii ed on the higher 
slopes of the Rif Mountains uk 2003 
Cascadia noun an imagina pro( d sta 1 urea formed of the 
states of Washington and Oregon and BctbStt'Cefimbia Canada, ms 

case noun 1 a ... Oman t 2 a patient with a 

sexually transmitted infection us, cm. 3 a love-affair uk im. 4 to 
engage in an adulterous relationship irfc m? 
case verb i to lor I -i i [ i - erson, especiall in anticipation 
of crmfnal activity us ,. m 2 to work as a prostitute. A cynical vari¬ 
ation of 'go case’ (to have sex with) uk tut. 3 to tease someone, to 
scold someone us, ivi. 4 to put a prisoner on report for a breach 
US tasi)' 

case! used for asserting that all has gone as planned trinidadand 

zoBagq. m 

case ace noun irt card games, the fourth and remaining ace when 
I "’three haveriSSiri played us i960 

case game noun in n I 1 tuati n in h 1 each player can win 
with their next shot us, ms 

case note noun 1 a one-dollar note us m2. 2 a gambler's last money 

‘"'m ffe 


Casey Jones noun 1 in poker, a player who draws the last card of a 
rank, the case card. John Luthei 'Casey' Jones (1864-1900) was an 
American locomotive engineer whose death in a-'lain accident 
made him a legend ce ebrated in ba lad and song us. ms. 2 in 
pool, a case game feme that either player can win with their next 
shot) us, 1993 

cash verb to finish consuming something Usage is in the context of 
drug orifcohbi consumption usipot 

cash and carriage noun 1 mu iag ... lang Derives only 

from cash and carry (to marry) as the term ‘cash and carriage' has 
no other existence uk m2 

cash and carried adjective marked Rhyrr’rg s artg, from cash and 
carry (to marry); not 'cashed' uk mi 
cash and carry verb to martyr Jchyfftihg slang uk mi 
cash ass noun sex for money uk mz 
cash cow noun 1 1 /usine or bi in -secto limit provides a 

steady cash flow uk. wf 

cashed adjective med, empty us, 1997 

cashed up adjective I i il U[ III 1“ AUSTRALIA, 1930 

casher noun a front t .1- >ocke I. use, because that is 

whete corns are usually carried uk, 1974 
cashew noun a psychiatric patient us, 1994 

cashie noun a cash tran iction that i ta free! irtue of not being 
reported new Zealand, 1995 

cash-in noun a profitable product or activity that is tied into - and 
would not exist without - another product Or activity that,'haft-i 
greater presence ffi.lte marketplace*®# 
cash in verb 1 to die A shortened form of 'cash in your chips' us, 

1891. 2 to take advantage of something and profit thereby us, 1904 
cashish noun money uk, 2000 

cashmere noun a jumper, whethei actual y cashmere or not us. 1970 
cash money! asure us. 2002 

cashola noun money us.. 10 

cash sale noun a 1 1 larine 1- rrivet 11 min tin and inexperi¬ 
enced in combat Cash Sales was the name of an outlet found on 
m&fste' bases in the US; a marine newly arrived in Vietnam looked 
like and smelted like a Cash Sales outlet uk 
cash talk noun inadian mal me ir tich participant 
aggressively insult each other Canada, 2002 
cash up verb 11 2 -ay someone UK rasa 

casino-hop verb n n ef rheru 1993 

casino perfects noun ugh quoin 1 u I in isinos The dice are 
almost certain to roll true because they are trilled to a very 
precise tolerance <4 *&x 

casket nail noun a cigarette. Far less common than coffin nail us. 


casper noun a very pale wh aurist at the 

beach us, mi 

Casper; Casper the ghost noun 1 11 red on the 

cartoon-strip character Casper the I riendly Ghost; from the cloud 
of smoke produce& fhen smoking the product us, 1994 
cass-cass adjective u III \NA //is 
cast verb ► cast an eyeball to look. T@fi;slang us, 195s. ► cast 
the runes in computing, to operate a program that will not work 
for’anyone etseos, mi 

casters-up mode adjective in computing, broken us. mi 


case out verb to engage in sexual foreplay US, m3 
caser nouni a skilled card-counter in blackjack us, m3. 2 in poker, 
the last card in a particular rank at suit in a deal. A term borrowed 
from the card game of faro us, m 3 . 3 a strict prison officer; one 
with a reputation for putting prisoners on report uk, mo. 4a five 
shilling piece; five shillings. Recorded earliest in Australia. Became 
obsolete after the,fetfoductiet|,t>f decimal currency in 1966 
Australia. 1825. s a sexually aggressive boy us, m3 


cast-eye noun a ms 

casting couch noun Hi-i >t i i ir real )fa in i director's office, 
used for sex with an actor hoping for a part. Based on the/ 
commonly held belief that a sexual performance is tpfe autfitiort 

cast-iron adjective irrefutable uk. k*F 

cast iron college noun a,local jail. Carnival usage us, im 
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castle noun i a house or apartment us, ns a. 2 in cricket, the wicket 
-ti|at a batsman 

castled adjective in icket, b led ut Fr 1 1 castle (a wicket that is 
Sing defended) uk, 2003 

castor noun ► on the castor popl|F> well-regarded. Extended Ififp' 
castor (excellent) (HusrwifA, 1953 
castor adjective e elle 11 ill n il tralia, 1944 

Castor and Pollux; Caster and Pollux noun the testicles. The 
classical twins Oftheiodlac provide the source for this rhyming 

-Sfam'gfor BOLLOCKS UK, 1992 
Castro nickname 

dominated by homosexual men since:the early 197Q#tej5l© 

Street is'#® main artery of the neighbourhood: m, 7957 
Castro clone noun a homosexual who 'qsqforma to a clean cur. 
fashionable image. The Castro is a predominantly gay 
heighbiaf&od in San Francisco us 19m 

casual noun 1 a membe 1 1 1 I it ictionoff itball supporters (a 
A wl.aligned to a football team and identified by a uniform of 
casual wear. In use since the late 1970s. Examples recorded 
include Aberdeen Soccer Casuals, Cambridge Casuals, Celtic 
Casuals, Darlington Casuals, Fine Young Casuals (Oldham FC), 
Suburban Casuals (Southampton) uk 1 1 2 a youth fashion from 
the fete 1970s, based on designer labels. In the 1980s a working- 
class trend, in the 1990s a positive symbol of urban chic; also 
refers.to a follower'fifthis fashion style. A variant’-® 'caj' uk ; i$w 

casual adjectives eller.onable tren< 1 uth usage us. 1963 

cat noun 1 a man us, um. 2 a black person us cat. 3 a spiteful, 
gossiping woman, A bacfefttfffffiion from catty (spiteful, sly)* 

195 0. 4 the vagina oc 7 720. sa passive homosexual male; any male 
ttmosexuat In prison 'cats' are 'young prisoners who, though 
usually heterosexual prior to incarceration, submit to the passive 
■®1e in homosexual relationsJtprison'. But also in 0rfe«i 'cat' is 
used to refer to known homosexuals who are often segregated 
from other inmates. Outside of prison the term is used generally 
r$i homosexual men: perhaps an extension of the meaning as 'a 
woman'. The suggestion that it is a shortening of 'catamite' has 
no supporting evidence Australia, run 6 a lion; a tiger; a leopard. 
Circus usage, usually in the plural uk cm. 7 in circus and carnival 
usage, a trouble-making southern rustic o- - , t a :w<orly 
performing racing greyhou 1 I 9 in poker, a 

nonstandard hand such as the 'Upbeat, big cat, etc us. im. 

10 1 . 11 12 

13 a Caterpillar™ tractor or other type ol heavy equipment its, 191s. 

14 a catalytic converter, an emissions-control device us, 1993. is a 

16 .tamaran uk 

1984. 17 a boat of in I- nplion ► let the cat out of 

the bag to disclose a secret uk i7w. ► on the cat staying away 
from home at night us, ns 5. ► on the cat hop 

on time us 1945 ► put a cat among the pigeons; set the cat 
among the pigeons to stir up trouble uk un, ► something 
the cat dragged in; something the cat has brought in used 
as the epitome of someone who is bedraggled uk 192s 
Cat noun & cadSlfecrc#* m 

cat verb i to stay away from home oveinight, prowling for sin. From 
the alleycat as a role model for behaviour us, 1949. 2 to pursue 
someone in the hopes of sexual relations *; Sws 
Cat A noun the categorisation of most secure prisons, thus the cat¬ 
egory for highly dangerous prisoners or those considered; most: ' 
likely to escape. 'Cat B,’ 'Cat C’, and 'Cat D' are also used in 
decreasing order of required security. These categories have been 
mrfojie since 1966 uk 19% 

Cat A verb to categorise a prisoner as Cat A. 'Cat B', 'Cat C and 'Cat 
’ gifi are also used in decreasing order of required security uk, 19% 
catalog man nour il knowledge of 

cheating is acquired from- Studying catalogues of cheating devices. 
A derisive term when used by cheats who carefully ihone their 
craft USi 

cat and class noun cataloguin 1 I issification Librarians'use uk 


cat and mouse noun a iico.so. Rhyming slang uk mz 
catapult noun seed exit 

from the board assisted by high winds us, ms 
catatonia noun in i nputing he ci idit n that exists when a 
computer is in suspended operation, 'unable-to proceed us. mi 
catatonic adjective 1 1 1 1 11 1 11 lii 11 in inextricable oper¬ 

ation and thus suspended .beyond reach a: response us. mi 
catawampus adjective crooked, bet 

catbird seat no™ an advantageous position. Coined or at the very 
least popularised by humourist-James Thurber in 194 1 us 1942 
catbox noun the Middle Iasi us '998 
catcall noun a derisive jeer*,,'® 

catch noun 1 

romantically desirable uk 1749. 2 a prostitute who has been 
recruited to work (or a pimp us, 1973. 3 in Keno, the number of 
winning numbers that a player has r 4 den 

condition or consequence us, ms 

catch verb 1 (used of a pimp) 10 recruit a prostitute to work for him; 
to recruit a woman to work as .1 prostitute us raz?. 2 (used of a 
prostitute) to engage a customer us, 3 to play the passive sex¬ 
ual role in a homosexual relationship us, '966. 4 to take calls or 
complaints called in to a- police station; to be,assigned a case us 
res,?. 5 in an illegal number gambling ottery, 10 win us 1 949. 6 in 
gin, to draw a card us 1971. ► catch (some) lead to be shot us, 
1970 ► catch a bullet ► catch a bu22 to 

smoke marijuana and become intoxicated us 1997. ► catch a 
crab in rowing, to err in a stroke, disrupting die liming and 
momentum of the rowing us, ms. ► catch a dummy in prison, 
to refuse to speak us, 1990. ► catch a fish in poker, after making 
a small bet with a good hand (the bait), to lure another player into 
increasing the bet us, nss. ► catch a glad to act with spon¬ 
taneous joy 7 ► catch a hit to be scolded 

or harshly criticised Marine usage in the Vietnam war us, mu 

► catch a horse to urinate A ei .. tralia, 1942 

► catch a pay ► catch a run 

to wet one side of a marijuana cigarette to promote even burning 
us 1997. ► catch a stack ■ t of cash us 

1987. ► catch a vaps a * n ill I in i red Grenada, ms. 

► catch air 1 - m rirt in In if I irding or surfing 

us, 1987. ► catch ass wo tobago, 

rase. ► catch no ball 1.0 fail to understand Singapore, 2002. 

► catch on the flipper; catch on the (old) flip-flop to make 
contact on your return Citizens' band radio slang us, 1976. 

► catch on the rebound 1 I . tion illy involved with 

a person who has just been rejected from another relationship. 
Probably the pun from which the emotional condition on the 
rebound derives uk w-i. ► catch on the reverse; catch on the 
rebound to make nta 1 a return journ itizens band 
radio slang us 1975. ► catch some to engage in heavy sexual 

► catch squeals (o lake calls or complaints 
called into a police station us, 191,9. ► catch the bumps in a 
striptease act, to synchronise the dancei s pelvic thrusts with the 
drum and cymbal beat us ivsu ► catch thrills to engage in an 
activity that excites or stimulates Flawaiian youth usage us, m2. 

► catch tricks used 1 Irummei 1 1 perf rmance) to create 

sound effects on sight us urn. ► catch wreck to achieve respect 
for your actions us. ms. ► catch your death of cold; catch 
your death ure; the tra¬ 

ditional Yorkshire folk song 'On llkley M001 b; ht'at' contains the 
line'Then thee will catch thy death of cold' which, wfiile the 
intent may be literal, means no more than '[If you go out on]. 
llkley Moor without a hal [.. | you will catch a bad cold' uk 1872. 

► catch yourself on lo recover your common sense. Usually In 
the imperative uk 19m 

catch 22 noun 1 e u in I nma ined b Joseph Heller 
for his 1955 novel Catch y, which was originally to be titf|S, 
'Catch, 18' - until Mila 18 by teon (iris was published:*,#? 
catch colt noun an illegitimate;,eflfif-gs, 1901 

catch driver noun d on the day of the 
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catcher | cat's whiskers 


catcher noun i the passive partner in homosexual sex us, i%6. 2 a 
peripheral member of an ifeal’clrugseBtefpf^e hired to retrieve 
drugs hurriedly thifivvh'tJtii of a window to avoid confiscation ispr 
arrest us is89 

catcher's mitt noun a den; Viet Cong and 

North Vietnamese presence northeast of Phu Loi. Based on a 
vague resernihlance between the area and a catcher's mitt on a. 
map us, t»o 

catch hand noun )b to job to 

get more favourable rates and conditions but has no intention of 
staying.wreb any jQb.uwtfl.its completion uk, i%4 
catch it vert) 1 to gel il into trouble with an authority, especially to 
incur a beating or a severe telling off uk, i83i , 2 it) be killed us m2 
catch on verb 1 to understand; to grasp the meaning or significance 
of something vs, 1884. 2 to become popular or fashionable uk, issz 
catch one verb to drink or use drugs to the point of mild intoxi- 

catchy adjective ii11 i i i | mo ii il uIgarly so uk, mi 
catch you later used as a farewell us. mz 

Cat City nickname >wn just south 

of Palm Springs in the Coachella Valley PS mi 

cat daddy noun 

caterpillar noun I 11 1 he ir ir ietnam 1 11 in n 

combat vehicles on a passably secure road us. mi 
caterpillar verb in 11 luntain I king t< >ed I ith a fluctuating, 
inefficient cadence PS, 1992 

catever; kerterver adjective bad. I ron lalan callivo (bad) but via 
earlier senses as 'an odd occurence or person' uk. 2002 
cat-eye noun an irrggtitr work shi^fe-vw 
cat eyes noun eyes that ate apyfting other than dark brown us. 
catface noun pucker left in a garment after ironing ps, m2 
cat fever noun troops In the 

?5el$1h Vietnam us ms 

cat fight noun veen women Australia. 1 %7 

catfish noun a pe I peaks 1 mil ind thinks too little ps 


catfish row noun a black neighbourhood in a southern US city. For 
i||e setting of his 1935 fol k opera Porgy and Bess, George Gershwin 
used Catfish Row, a fictionalisatfcfff an alleyway named Tabbing.' 
Row off-£mtrih Street m Charleston, South Carolina us. ms 
cat got your tongue? ‘why aren't you talking?'; used for mocking 
or asking why a temporary speechlessness has struck. Elliptical for 
'has the cat got your tongue?'; generally addressed to a child but 
equally patronising when asked of an adult uk im 
cath verb to insert a catheter into a patient. Medical use uk mo 
cat-haul verb [1 in 11 1 n n 11 1 I 1 m a form of 

punishment used with slaves - a cat was forcibly dragged by tf&: 
tap down th®: Slave's bare back 
cat head noun a biscuit is, m2 

Catherine Wheel noun in the youth trend for 'souped-up' motor- 
scootering, a lifting of the front wheel off the ground due to 
sudden acceleration performed in coiftteetion with a flaming trail. 
Probab|ffiprrt the Catherine Wheel firework as-&ii*ry elaboration 
of WHEELIE UK 200* 

Catho noun a member of the Catholic Church Australia, 19% 
cat hole noun a one-time, one-man field latrine dug by the user In 
Vietnarft 0 $, rm 

Catholic noun a pickpocket us. ms 

Catholic aspirin noun a tablet of Benzedrine™ (amphetamine 
sulphate), a centra nervous system stimulant From the cross 
stores'on the white tablet US im 
cathouse noun a brothel us m3 

cat in hell's chance noun a very slim chance or possibility. In 1796 , 
Prawn's Grose tecorded"'Nq more chance than a cat in. hell without 


claws', Almost always phrased in:the negative: 'not a cat in hell's 
chance' (no chance whatsoever) uk. im 
cat lapper noun a lest 1 n n 1 n performing oral sex 
on women us,'t» 

cat-lick; cat-licker noun a Roman Catholic us m2 

cat-life noun a prison sentence of two or more consecutive life 


cat man nouniftijs^irglar who relies Oh- Stealth us. 
catnip noun 1 poor quality, adulterated or entire 1 ken iriji 1 
Catmint, the botanical genus nepeta, known in ihe US as 'catnip', 
may be passed off as marijuana to the unsuspecting, or fftxSd 
with genuine marijuana as a make-weight; consequently any 
impotent marijuana us m2. 2 a marijuana cigarette. An ironic 
.idoptiah -ofthe previous sense uK, m 3 
cat out verb tqsfhfak away uk ism 

cat pack noun a loosely defined group of wealthy, famous and 
fashionable people us m 

cat pan noun From cat (the 

vagina) trinidadand tobaco, 2003 

cat-piss-and-pepper noun a noisy, unrestrained argument Barbados, 
cat pisser noun in I reen ipers us m2 

cat plant noun a facility where crude oil is separated by catalysis us, 


cat rack noun a game n - n in 1 irni I in which a player 
throws balls at stuffed cats on a platform or fence us 1x0 
cats noun 1 trousers uk bus 2 heavy rain. From the older ( 1738 ) and 
more familiar adverb form uk lug. 3 stocks without proven per¬ 
formance (4 W 

cat's arse noun optional; 

someone who is considered the best by themselves or others uk 


cat’s ass noun 1 111 - ii'' 111 — I r extr rdinarily bad 
example of something us. 1x7. 2 a knot or kink in a wire or rope 

cat's bar noun a tern tie nly or mixed-se 1 u ealand, 1953 
cat's breakfast noun in m | rnt me A vari ition of dog's 
BREAKFAST UK 1984 

cat's eyes noun in craps, a rtff^ithree us ms 

cat shit noun used as a basis for comparison when describing 

someone who is . 

cat shot noun a take-off from an aircraft carrier assisted by a 
catapult ViemMpi war usage us. im 
cat's meatnoun in easil i mplished tasl 1 Zealand, 1x2 
cat's meow; cat's miaow noun anything very good, superlative or 
exceptional; someone yyfiji is considered the best by themselves or 
■ijSbjefsus, 192} 

cat's mother noun ► 'she' is the cat's mother; 'she' is a cat's 

mother addre e< 1 catchphra reproof to i child who fails to 
-Show proper respect by referring to the mother, or any other adult 
woman, as 'she'. Occasionally 'she is 'the cat'; father tiJE^'she' 
is 'the cat's grandmother.' uk mz 
cat’s nut noun an extra rdinar Hi r; n us. ms 
cat's pajamas; cat’s pyjamas noun anything very good, superlative 
or exceptional; someone who V considered the best by themselves 
or others. Coined.%, or inspired by, ah illustration by New York 
Journal sports'Cartoonist Thomas Aloysius TAD' Dorgan 
(1877-1929) in «UK,by 1923 but rare by 1939 SBtt occasion¬ 
ally recorded US, 1922 

catspraddle verb trinidad and 

TOBAGO. 1998 

cat's prick noun an elongated ember at the lit end of a cigarette UK 


cat's whiskers noun 1 1 gverygood.su; rlative or exceptional; 
someone who is cohsid'Sred the best by themselves, or others. 
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A variation of cats pajamas. Frdmjhe 1960s on, usage 
Australian uk, jsz? 

cattie noun a catalogue uk m 

cattle noun racehorses Australia, tssa 
cattle call noun a mass audition us.ln 0 

cattle dog noun i 1' ltholii .1 I tudenl wZ ealand. 1398. 2 a 
catalogue. Punning on the similarity of the pronunciation 

AUSTRALIA, 1984 

cattle trucknouni any large 1 1 used totran port troops. 

Vietnam war usage us. 19 68 . 2 in oil drilling, a bus that transports 
workers to the oil fields us, 1954. 3 a driver-operated omnibus uk, 

cattle truck; cattle verb 11 I moil 1 I u itive or expletive 
sense, Rhyrniifig sjarig uk. mi 

cattle wagon noun >n wagon us 1973 

cat tranquillizer noun the recr itional In _ tamine Canada, 2002 
catty adjective i I pi 'il mean pirited 2 nimble and 

sure-footed in a cat-like manner. Lumberjacks’ use Canada, 1984 
catty-cat noun the vagina uS rs so. 

catty-catty adjective pr nil I 1 TOBAGO, W3 

cat wagon noun a mobile brothel us, 372 

cat-walk verb on a motorcyle or bicycle, to perform a wheelstand 
and then ride forward; on the rear wheel us, m2 
cat walker noun a burglar who steals at night uk 1990 
cat wash noun a quick cleaning of the body using a washcloth but 
nit full bath or shower Bahamas, ism 
catweed noun marijuana ok 19% 

cat work noun criminal employment as a cat-burglar uk 1956 
caught short adjective n.i. i n I la ith regards to bodily 
functions Australia, raw. 2 embarrassed by an untimely lack of 
whatever is required uk im 

caught using purple adject/ve apprehended making non-farm use of 
tax-free farm petrol, fo help ease the strain on farm budgets, the 
(frame provinces allow farmers to buy petrol fig'fjgfm equipment 
exempt from certain taxes, the petrol is dyed purple, Police in 
rural areas check. It also t|iig|fis being caught at sarnie pro 1 tech- 
. nical' illegality owada, mz 
Cauliflower Alley noun 
Extending the punning tin-ear alley uk mi 
cauliflower ear; cauliflower noun an ear that has been damaged 
and deformed by blows. Originally and stll;'@ed as a boxing term 

caulks noun ► put the caulks to someone to stamp with 
studded boots on someone's face Lumberjacks' and loggers' use; 
'caulks' are the spiked studs on their specialised waterproof bests 
CANADA, Mf 

caulk up verb to jse spiked rking boots 1 tamp on someone. 

Lumberjacks' and oggers' use; 'caulks' are the spiked studs on 
• $f$ff.;$pecialised waterproof boots Canada, ms 
cause verb ► cause a vacancy in poker, to win a hand that drives 
a player from the game us, ms 

'cause; cos; coz; cuz because. An accepted and conventional term 
in C16that has. slipped into-dtife-and vulgariss* 
cause it vert to cause trouble to, or damage something uk ,0,0 

Ca V adjective le 

towards sexually transmitted disease us, ms 
cavalier noun the u 1 1 rm ml; 11 I I 1 I of Royal Navy 
origin, then juvenile; derives as an antonym: of roundhead (a 
'fircumcised penis) uk 2002 

cavalry noun ► the cavalry are coming; the cavalry are here 

help is coming; help is here. I rom the literal military sense, prob¬ 
ably informed in use’by film Westerns uk. im 
Cav and Pag nickname 11 ie 1II1 I 

Pietro Mascagni, and Pagliacci, by Ruggero Leoncavallo, when 


paired as a double bill. Cavalleria Rusticana was first performed in 
1890, Pagliacci in 1892 uk 2002 

cave nouni a rle- t re t the ite repeated irug injections us, 

7 2 

crevice) uk 2001 ► keep cave to keep a lookout. Extends from 
cavei pronounced 'kay-vee (beware!); school slang uk 19a, 
cave verb to have sex with someone us, 1973 
cave! beware! School slang, pronounced 'kay-vee', from Latin cavere 
(to beware). Still familiar, but rn#hlyfforh its convenience as a 
crossword clue to a generation who read a certain, sort $r' ‘ 

dWtd'rwi'sftetiBn UK 1868 

caveman adjective 1 obsolete us, 1974. 2 used of any skateboarding 
manoeuvre performed in an old-fashioned style uk 2m 
cave tubing noun a floating explr 1 1 > underground river and 

cave systems on an inf ated rubber tube Belize, 2003 
caviar nouni human faecal matter in the context of a sexual fetish. 
A euphemism used in pornography ui . < 2 residue in whatever 
utensils are used for manufacturing crack cocaine us, 1993. 3 a 
.mixture ofiffsijuana and crack cocatrte prepared for smoking in a 
cigarette us, rase 4 cocaine; crack cocaine uk 2003 
caviar can noun an armoured tank from the former Soviet Union 

Cavite all star noun mariju 1 1 irobabl in n the Philippines. 
Cavite was a US military base and is now art''Export Processing 
Zone', ninety miles south of Manila os tm 
cav of the cav nickname tlie n 1 iu li 11 f the Ninth US Cavalry. 
Organised in 1866, the Ninth Cavalry saw action in every war 
fh rough tQ Vietnam us,s®> 
cawy noun a out itute b 1 r person Canada, rasz 
cazh adjective >see: KAZH 
cazooled adjective drunk us 1968 

CB noun used 1 1 I I 11 n for COCKBLOCK us, 1980 


CBT noun r ihe subculture of consensual sado-masochism, the 
inflicti#J;.iff discomfort and pain on a male's genitals. An 
initialise of cock (thecptriis) 'ball' (the testicle) and ’ferture’ uk xce 
CC noun 1 Canadian Club™ whisky us mi. 2 cocaine offered as a gift 
by a dealer us rasa. 3 a prison segregation unit. An abbreviation of 

CARDBOARD CITY UK 1996 

CC verb to send someone to a prison segregation unit, or to replace 
cell furniture with cardboard items. From cardboard city (the seg- 

CCW noun the 0111 nal charge of irrying a ncealed weapon. As 
the US moved to the right, gun enthusiasts have been successful 
inetracting legislation in many states thait{5#nit - not."fe'flbid - 
carrying concealed weapons, changing the meaning of the 
acronym to 'concealed-carry weapon' us $9 
CD noun a condom Scamto youth street slang (South African 
township^ SOUTH AFRICA 2005 

C-Day noun the d 1 li 1 1 11 11 I I 1 1 lilable for civilian 

purchase after the end of World War 2 us 1944 

C-dUCt noun OOefet/S 1986 
C-dust noun cocaine-LS;^' 

Cecil noun cocaine. A disguise like charlie, another man's name uk 

Cecil B. DeMille noun any large job that evolves into a chaotic 
.mess. New York police slang us mz 
Cecil Gee; cecil noun high street 

designer menswear shop Cecil Gee is used for 'dressing up' the 
common g (£ 1/900). Noted in use'by television presenter Johnny 
Vaughan uk 2002 
ceech noun hashish us 1992 
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ceefa | Chairman of the Board 


celestial discharge noun death in a hospital us, 1994 
cell noun a wireless telephone that is part of a system ir 


cell-shocked adjective derang: ■ 1 

although sharp, ; jjlay on 'shell-shocked' u 
cell spin noun a surprise search of a cell b 


the chain excellent or mu. ► pull someone's chain 1 


advertised as services offered by a prostitute i»c 20m 
chain-saw verb to exhange positions with someone; ti 


chainsuck noun.intain >i ng t com tio 

the bicycle chain doubles back on itself and g 
the flame and the chain rings us. 


centre noun 

person spinning the chins Australia. 

Centre noun ► the Centre the centi 


centurion noun a cricketer who sc 
century noun 1 a $100 note us. m 


chairbacker noun 1 1 hi 1 lir elf-taught preacher us. 

chairborne adjective in the n lia 11 11 1 rear h 
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chairwarmer noun an flijjKJ loafer us, 79® 
chale! nol nevei er pan hu i in English conversation by 
Mexican-Americans us, 195a 

chalewamxm 1 coconut shell 

and tubing, used ritually by Rastas Jamaica, igm 

Chalfont St Giles; chalfonts noun u net ■ fin'd Rhyming slang 
for * fofrfiSI from the name -of ai village iri'mifklnghamshire 

chalice noun a pipe for mokin marijuan - rd with wider 
religious Significance adopted into ritual by Rastafarians and hence 
into more general use. Celebrated in the song 'chalice'to chalice' 
by Tappa Zukie, 1996 Jamaica, 1990 
chalk no™ 1 a vhite r on. Not 1 ittering us, 1945. 

2 methamphetamine or amphetamine us on,. 3 crack cocaine. 
From the appearance uk 003. 4 a potent homemade 'wine' made 
from yeast, sugar, water, and rice or fruit us, 2001. s low quality beer 
us 1949. Sin sporls betting, the contestant or team favoured to win 
US, i99i. 7 chocolate syrup us am. ► by a long chalk by much; 
by a great degree In the atei C20 the predominant usage 
becomes 'not by a long chalk'with the meaning as 'grossly 
inffftef uk 7859 

chalk verb i to pre; rri < tint f< inh I ti< i fhe image of white 
chalk lines uk. 199 2 to chemica y ighten the colour of cocaine 
for buyers who believe that the white colour reflects purity us, m. 

3 to observe something or someone us 1 ■ • 4 lo ban a gambler 
from a table, game or casino us, 1930. 5 to steal something us 2001 

chalk and talk noun 1 tching th m I", f teaching which are 
cuwehtly considered old-fashioned. Slightly contemptuous 

AUSIRMJA, 1942 

chalk-eater noun in horse ing 1 bettor who consistently bets on 
favourites, From the old; custom'fif'ii bookmak4r£fl3lking,Ws on 
a blackboard us m 

chalked up adjective under the influence of cocaine us 1955 
chalker noun a very fat person us im 
chalker and talker noun a teacher. Later use is slightly 
contemptuous Australia, 1942 

Chalk Farm; chalk noun the arm Rhyming slang, formed on the 
name of an area of north London us ms7 
chalk hand noun in poker, a hand that is almost certain to win us. 


chalk horse noun 1 a race us, 1951 

chalkie noun a school teaches I rom the use ol chalk on a 
blackboard Australia. ms 

chalk it up verb edit for something 


chalk it up! 1 nph or extraordi¬ 

nary happening, often accompanied by a gesture of chalking a 
figure 1 on a walfuK.isa 

chalk man noun 1 1 o n e empl e hi hall the outline of a 
corpse where it has fallen before the body is removed us, 1992 
chalk people noun people who live far from the ocean us; m 
chaloupe noun a wide, heavy, large American car. French used by 
the English-speaking in Quebec Canada, 1992 
chambermaid noun a 11 1 machinist rkin in a roundhouse 

chamber of commerce noun 1 a toilet A pun on 'chamber pot’ us, 
i960. 2 a brothel us, 1949 

chamber pipe noun a type of pipe used to smoke marijuana us, 19 92 
champ nouni 1 li 1 1 li 1 1 ioes not inf rm on others when 

questioned by the police us i960 2 a champion us im. 3 used 
between contemporary, unrelated males as a familiar Hum of 
address uk. 2001 

champagne noun 1 human urine in the context of a sexual fetish us, 
us/. 2 a well-paying customer of a prostitute us, 1992 
champagne blonde noun a woman with pale blonde hair uk, 1904 


champagne Charlie noun a man whorSfpys a luxurious, if 
somewhat dissipated, ifestyle After a music hall song about a 
noted drinker of champagne uk, im 
champagne chins noun 1 I f llesl reatin the image of more 
than one double chin as a result of the good life us 1997 
champagne drug noun ebsafne us 1998 

champagne house noun ealth lubt 1 hampagne, generally 
prefixed with a sense of derision or criticism (as champagne 
socialism), combines with house (music) (the umbrella-genre for 
contemporary club, music) uk 1999 
champagne socialism noun 1 belief n social 1 'deals apparently 
contradicted by an expensively indulger ; lifestyle Critical and 
derisive uk 1 987 

champagne socialist noun a person attached to socialist politics 
who enjoys a luxurious lifestyle uk, 1987 
champagne tap noun a bloodless sample from a lumbar puncture,, 
traditionally rewarded by a bottle of champagne from the consult- 

champagne tastes and mauby pockets noun something said to 
be possessed by those who do not have the money to live the life¬ 
style that they affect Barbados: mrn 

champagne trick noun 1 ill 1 1 I 1 ustomerofa 

prostitute us, 1973 

champers noun rgne he original 1 I 1 abridged and the 
suffix '-ers' is added; this process of amendment, credited to 
students at Oxford University, is discussed by Partridge and Beale 
in the appendix to the 8 th edition of the Dictionary of Slang and 
iinionyentiantit BrtgBSh and called 'Oxford -er(s ) 1 uk mss 
champion noun 1 n tely ine; 1 inlu person Singapore, 

champion adjective excellent M ml 1 pically from the 

England uk A' 

champion adveib n I Main 1 1 1 pi illy from the 
uibbtjSipf England IK S 37 

chance verb ► chance your arm to take unnecessaiy risks uk i9ee 
chance’em vert il in 1 I let ide i big wave us, 7997 
chancer noun an opportunist, especially one who takes risks in 
pursuit of fcrtrrfoal gain; someone who takes or creates chances 


chance would be a fine thing!; chance is a fine thing! I wish 
I had that opportunity ! 1 oi 'You wouldn't know what to do if you 
got the opportunity!' or 'that is very jnskely'.'. Each variant has aft 
mganrngs uk W& 

chancre mechanic noun one assigned 

tfe diagnose and treat sfetially transmitted infections us, f 944 

chandelier noun 1 1 lent auction 

are said to come from uk 1 2, homosexual Rhyming slang for 

queer. Shortened to 'shandy' uk 1998 
chandelier sign noun 1 Jrartal m' ion t< ieing touched in a 
painful area. It is said that the patient 'hits the ceiling’ of bits the 
chandelier' us, 1994 

chanel noun cocaine. A slightly forced formation, playing on the 
name of designer Coco Chanel ihpi 
chang noun cocaine uk 2002 

change noun 1 1 2 

1975. ► the change the menopause. Elliptical for change of life 


change verb ► change address 1 I 1 wo tobago. 2003. 

► change tune to retreat us, 1991. ► change water to engage 
in an unproductive activity I rom lobstermen, who refer to the 
hauling and baiting of an empty trap as 'changing water' us 1975. 

► change your luck 1 I 1 hi 1 1 1 have sex with a 
black person; to have sex with ,1 person of the sex with whom one 
would not ordinarily have sex us, uu. ► change your tune to 
alter your professed opinion or manner of speech uk 157s 

change artist noun ers too little 

.Change us >xo 





127 


change machine | Charlie; Charlie 


change machine noun j |n titut h lar ery little for sex c/5, 

change of life noun the menopause UK; im 

change of luck noun (used of a white person) sex with a black 

persoh.u| \iam 

change raiser noun a swindler who tricks cashiers into giving him, 
Joo much change us. ’txo 
changes noun difteyl^ttij »»3 
changies noun changing 2St» 

chanknoun a chancre; any sexua ly transmitted infection us, m> 
chank verb lo eal oudly and rudely us im 
channel noun i ein especiall \ prominent vein suitable for drug 

i£lj&Cti%l£E 1994 

channel verb in car customising, to lower the body of the car us, ms 
Channel Bore nickname UKfeteyisI0rt Channel 4 uk i999 
channel fever noun a strong desire by someone at sea to be back 

channel fleet noun a street Rt ming rng eland, i960 
channel-surf verb browser ractei In ugh a variety of 

channel-#* channel os aw 

channel swimmer noun a heroin user. Punning on 'channel' as 'a 

chant verb to sing UK. About 1386 

chantoosie noun in Montreal, a female nightclub singer. The word is 
adapted.fiQifo french chanteuse (a woman who sings) Canada, 2002 
chap noun 1 a man, a fellow us urn 2 a young fellow who wouldn't 
yet know about the ways of the world Ireland, 1992. a a juvenile 
offender or detention centre inmate who is top of the pecking 
order m. im 

chapel adjective being pari of a chapel's congregation uk, 1946 
chapel hat pegs noun 11 “ I I 1 npari 1 ith things that are 
exaggeratedly conspicuous or obvious when not normally so uk 


chapess no 


a woman. A jocti% : f@tension of chap (litfiwl). 


chapopote noun heroin UK a#- 

chapped adjective 1 depressed us. mo. 2 Irritated, angry us, 1900 
chapped off adjective very .-angry Us, 1953 
chappie; chappy noun a man, a fellow Originally (1820s) a 
diminutive foi chap (a man), meaning 'a little fellow'; in the 
current sense and as a form of address by 1880s. Current usage 
however is often ironic, probably affected by Chappie™, a branded 
dqgfopd .UK, 1882 

chaps noun ► the chaps 1 --I nen) 1 grouping of peers; us uk 1978 
chapstick lesbian noun 1 M I 1 1 h 1 ithleti 1 has a notable 
interest in sport? formed on the model of lipstick lesbian uk 2004 
chapter and verse noun complete detail; detailed knowledge us, mo 
chapter herald noun a H“ll -1 n - mg member. A 

play on 'herald angels' combined with the fact that Hell's Angels 
are grouped >f$$; 'chapters' uk, im 
char; cha; chah noun tea I rom Chinese - Mandarin ch'a (tea) 
used conventionally from Cl7 uk 1919 
character noun 1 a man; a fellow; a person uk 1931. 2 a person with 
an underworld lifestyle us, 1958. 3 a chilled 12-ounce bottle of beer 


charas; churus noun hashish I-on' India India, 1957 

charcoal adjective ised 0 11 1 curing) grey-br wn Bahamas, m2 

chardie noun chardonnay Australia, 2003 

chargenouni in 1 . I 11 n mi 1 nal or narcotic uk 

mo. 2 intense excitement us - 3 marijuana From an earlier 
sense meaning 'drugs in general'; it contains a charge - produces 
a kick us, 1941. 4 an injection of a drug us. us. 5 an alcoholic drink 
Australia. 1903. 6 prison contraband secreted in a prisoner's rectum 


new Zealand, 1997. 7 a person arrested and held in charge UK 1970. 

8a Charge Nurse, the nurse in charge of a ward, especially if male. 
Often after 'the 1 uk, m 

charge verb to go surfing us, 1991. ► charge it to the rain and let 
the dust settle it tr pay for 1 1 1 1 1 1 redit vithout fully 

expecting to pay Jhe charge us, 1946 
charge account noun a person who can Ire counted upon to post 
bail if you are arrested us, re¬ 
charged; charged up adjective drug-intoxicated U$, -im 
charge 'em! used me tation t n 1 Hi man youth usage 

US, 1982 

charger noun a bullet-shaped container for anal concealment and 
storage of drugs uk 1996 

charge up adjectives ite ini tubago mm 

charidee noun I 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 11 I 1 1 1 kin 

enterprise. Comedians Harry Enfield and Paul Whitehouse 
captured this heavily ironic mid-Atlantic pronunciation fo/vtffe.. 
pmic caricatures Smashie-.fjldiNiceyori; 20m 
Charing noun ih e. Rhymir in 1 n h ring Cross (consid¬ 
ered by traffic-planners to be the absolute centre of London); the 
thyme-word was pronounced ’cr-drse' in Cl9 Cockney-ox; mz 
chariot noun 1 a car. Ironic, jocular us, mu 2 a brakevan (caboose) us, 

charity dame; charity moll noun an amateur prostitute, or one 
undercutting the going-rate Australia, 1953 
charity fuck noun sexual intercourse engaged In by one partner as 
act of generosity us, wfe 

charity girl noun an amateur prostitute or promiscuous woman us, 

charity hop noun n baseball, the la ong ho; taken by a ground 
ball, making.it simple to field us. mz 
charity stuff noun a woman who, while promiscuous, does not 
prostitute herself us, is%‘ 

Charles noun 1 c harlie (cocaine) 

uk 1997. 2 a Viel Cong; the Viet Cong os, i960. * a female’s 
underwear us, 19m 

Charles Dance noun i Ini I ni li formed on the 

'“pametofthe British actor born in 1946 ok 1m 

Charley noun 1 the penis os 19®. 2 heroin, 2002 >see: Charlie and 

Charley horse noun a muscle-cramp-fix tm 

Charley Paddock noun used as afpeitohifiCation (ofa hacksaw 

Charley price noun a large rat. An allusison to Sir Charles Price, 
member of the Houses of Assembly of Jamaica (or St Mary, 
1756-61 and three times speaker, who introduced a large species 
of rat-ID Jamaica to kill cane rats Jamaica, 2002 
Charleys noun the testicles ox jsw 

Charley’s dead between I 1 ised a irning that a slip 
or petticoat can be seen below the hem of a skirt uk 1974 
Charley Wheeler noun S-gM Rhyming slang for sheila (a girl) 

AUSTRALIA, 194S. 

Charlie vert 111 tlw 11 u mi I 1 iur i[ 1 ters or advertising 
leallets'p^jhave not been distributed or posted- us, 19m 
Charlie adjective 1 ostentatious but acking in quality. Upper-class; 
possibly even an attempt at rhymirtg slang, 'charlie horse' (coarse) 
uk 1982. 2 scared, afraid. Probably a shortening ol rhyming slang 
CHARLIE HOWARD (a COWard) UK 1958 

Charlie; Charlie noun 1 cocaine I he phonetic alphabet has 'Charlie' 
for C in use (tom around the same time that 'Charlie' for 
'cocaine'first appears Also spelt 'Charley'os 1935. 2 crack cocaine 
uk 2000. 3 a member ol the Viet Cong us, 4 the Viet Cong us 
nor,, s a fool. Often as 'a right Charlie' or 'a proper Charlie'. 

Possibly a reduction of Charlie hunt (a cunt) somewhat softened, 
or simply a jocular nomination, perhaps rerferriWgitO a professional 
fool such as Chat ie Chaplin ( 889-1977) uk 1959. 6 a white man, 










Charlie bender | chase 
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or white men in general us, r92s. 7 a woman. Short for Charlie 
wheeler (a woman) Australia, m2. 8 a female prostitute Australia. 
i9so. 9the bleed period of the menstrual cycle Australia. 2002. 10a 
glass or bottle of Car sberg™ I; ger Used by the British Army in 
Germany in the 1950s and 1960s. Noted by Beale, 1974 uk 
11 a dollar os, 1924 12 in poser ihe third playei to the left of the 
dealer us. /ass. ► go to see Uncle Charlie to use cocaine, 
especially to go to a lavatory for discreet ingestion of the drug ijk 

Charlie bender noun a prc>k/nge I e ion of cr rine abuse. A new 
influence, Charlie (cocamp|:% a traditional bender (a drinking 

session) uk . 1397 

Charlie bird noun durin the ietnan 1 1 hel opter used by a 
tactical eornmsnrteros 1974 

Charlie boy noun an effeminate man. Patronising os, ms 
Charlie Brown noun a citizen I rnr rdio el Thenameofa 
much-loved cartoon-character, created in 195Q by Charles M, 
Sqfiul?, disguises a conventional initi#tsnr» uk. mi 
Charlie Chaplin noun a chaplain, especially a prison chaplain. After 
the famous comedy actor sr iuth Africa. 1974 
Charlie Chase verb In horse racln inish econd Rhyming 
Staflg, ffbin 'Charlie Chase’ ij$.p\ace) Australia. 1 m 
Charlie Chester; Charlie noun a paedophile, a child molester; often 
used as a nicknarfi-l'fcr a headmaster. Rhyming slang, used by 
scftpsfehildren, formed, for -no reason other than a convenient 
rhyme,tSirte the name of the comedian and broadcaster, 1914-96 

Charlie Clore; Charlie noun 1 Rhyming slang 

for score. Formed, no doubt with irony, on the name of British 
financier Charles Clore (1904- 79), a 1960s symbol of great wealth 
ijk, 1998. 2afloor, the 1 oor Rhyming slang, as above, but without 
any irony OK, 199s 

Charlie cocaine noun cocaine m. 1997 
Charlie Cong no™ the Viet Cong; a Viet Cong us, 1970 
Charlie Cooke noun loo R ning slang, fo ned on the name of 
Chelsea and Scotland midfielder Charlie Cooke (b.1942) who was 
especially well-known from the mid-1960s ifJhe late 70s uk ms 
charlied; charleyed; charlied up; charleyed-up adjective cocalne- 
intoxicated uk 1999 

Charlie Drake noun 1 a hi il^ R mn li 1 med on the name 
of British comedian and recording artist Charlie Crate (1925- 
2006); in the late 1950s and early 60s he was one the UK's most 
pfrrous entertainers. The plural, unusually, is CtffiMre* Drakes uk 
1998. 2 a break. Rhyming slang, formed as above UK 1998 
Charlie Howard noun jk ms 

Charlie Hunt; Charlie nouni the rgina I ming slang for cunt. 
Also variant spelling 'Charley Hunt', shortened to 'Charley’ UK mu 
2 a fool. Rhyming slang for cunt uk mi 
Charlie is my darling 11 ;e I 1 rtchphrase by cocaine-users. 

From an old Scottish folk-song celebr; ting Bonnie Prince Charlie, 
1720-88, playing on Charlie (cocaine) uk 2002 
Charlie Noble noun an exhaust stack or chimney Originally 
nautical, referring to a ship's smokestack us 1940 
Charlie Potatoes noun an important man uk 2000 
Charlie Pride noun a ride in or on something Rhyming slang, 
formed on the USlfSintry and western musician (b.1938) uk 200$ 
Charlie rats noun 1 1 Arm 1 n 1 - mbinat m of the phonetic 
alphabet and an abbreviation of'rations’ us. 1982 
Charlie Ridge noun a ridge in the mountainous region west of Da 
Nang at the base of Ba Na Mountain; during the Vietnam war, also 
used as a generic term fdf any piece of landscape in 
Vietnam us. im 

Charlie rockets noun n .itiom.i n. in:.i 1 .1 . 

pth 144 tubes that fire 42-pPpnd projectiles over a range of 
approximately SfUGO-yards us. 1957 

Charlie Ronce; Charley Ronce noun a ponce (a man who lives off 
a prostitute’s earnings); hence ,1 derogatory term for any man. 


Variants are 'Joe Ronce' and 'JohititiieRance’. Rhyming slang, 
frequently reduced to 'Charlie' but never ’Joe’ or 'Johnnie’ uk isfp. 
Charlies noun the female breasts Always in plural; of uncertain deri- 


Charlie's Angels noun police women. I rom the cult television 
series about three female detectives that commenced broadcasting 
in 1976 and is first recorded in this sense in. the same year us. 197s 

Charlie Sheard noun a beard, Rhyming slang uk 79® 

Charlie Smirke; Charley Smirke noun a fool. Rhyming slang for 
berk, formed from a British champion jockey of the 1930s—50s ijk 

Charlie Tom noun a communist terrorist Military slang, based on 
early phonetic alphabet uk, 2001 

Charlie Wheeler noun ^.'yjgfnan. Rhyming slang for sheila, after 
Qianes Wheeler, tbeAustraiiamartist of nudes auswm, >953 

Charlie willy noun r real or imagined ite 11 il aiousal as a 
result of cocaine usage. Combines charlie (cocaine) with willy (the 

charm verb to talk to someone us. 19& 


Charmin' noun a timid prisoner. I rom the advertising slogan for 
Chaftein’t*' toilet paper - 'Please don't squeeze the Charmin?|ir 

charming! variation of 

the conventional sense, signalled with heavy emphasis on the first 
syllable uk ws 6 

charms noun the ; n l 1 1111 I I 1 ire imagined in a 

sexual context or revealed 1|f lifillatlng effect uk 1937 

charm school noun 11 - lership t .- iurse Originally applied 

to officer training in the military ts 1977 
charper verb to search for something, to seek something uk 2002 
charperer; charpering omee; charpering omi noun a police 
officer. I rom charper (10 seek) and omee (a man) uk m3 
charpering carsey noun a police station. From charperer (a 
policeman) and carsey (original v. a house) uk m3 
charranouna per 1 I 1 li 1 1 I- ent ng in Durban. A term 
that is acceptable in Hindu-toHindu conversation, but not for 
outsiders south Africa, *>» 

Chartocracy nickname ter of Rights and 

Freedoms gives courts wide powers Canada, 200? 
charver noun 1 - exually; an act 

of heterosexual intercourse with a woman. A consequent usage of 
the verb ci iarver (to have sex) r n< 1179.2 any member of a 
subcultural urban adolescent group that wears hip-hop dress and 
jewellery (and acts older than theii years) uk mo. 3 a female 
merrfber of the subtouttural urban youth grouping loosely ident- 
.IlSed as CPw, A hitow/ing of the previous non-gender-specific 

charver; charva verb 

interferewith)u7C 1962 

charvering donna noun a prosi dole A combination of charver (to 

have sex) and ’donna' (a woman) ijk 2002 

Chas noun 1 cocaine -.. nal diminuti - of charlie (cocaine) 

uk 1999. 2 a Viet Cong; the Viet Cong Also spelt 'chazf One of not 
a few variants of charlie us, i$ 9 a 

Chas and Dave verb t-1 ha I 11 1 in 1 11 ned (perhaps 
ironically) on the names of two bearded Cockney musicians, 
Charles (Chas) Hodges and Dave Peacock, who have been known 
•as a double-act since 1975'. Also used as aipiij uk , 1992 


Chase noun 5 . 1976 

chase verb 11 - 1 ul pi ue pe ires; nsible for some 

matter and who can achieve a specific result such as the come 
pletion of a pie® of work or the provision of urgently needed 
documents. A variant is 'chase up’ uk ms. 2 in poker, to play 
against an opponent s superioi hand us 1953. 3 to smoke any drug. 
An abbreviation and broadening of the meaning of chase the 
dragon ► chase the bag to engage 

yourself in a neai constant search for drugs to buy os, 1970. 
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chaser | cheapskate 


► chase the dog lo loaf on [he job us, urn ► chase the 
dragon to Inhale I roir mo pecia fr m heroin burnt on a 

piece of aluminium foil us, no. ► chase the kettle to use drugs 
us, 1997. ► chase the nurse; chase the white nurse to 

► chase the tiger to 

smoke heroin uk 2,102. ► chase your losses when losing at 
gambling, to bel more and more and with less discretion in an 
increasingly frustrating attempt to win back what has been 


chaser noun 1 a di 1 1 ken mmediate fter mother us. im. 2 a 

womaniser us, im. 3 a prison guard us. nso 4 a military police 
officer assigned to escort prisoners in transport. Short for 'brig 
chaser' us. 1927. 5 a supplementary message that demands to know 
what action has been taken on a previous message. A military 

chase-up noun ■ race uk, 1907 

chasping adjective excellent uk, im 

chassis nouni a human body us, 1930. 2 the female breasts us 1957. 

3 the skull us, 1994. 4 a car us. 1947 

chastity belt noun 1 1 imblin he I I.hat some players 

impose on themselves us, mo 

chastity rig noun woman's vulva 

to give the appearance of nudity us, 1970 
chat noun 1 1 1 rbular tyle 1 nanner I peech or writing uk 
nos. 2 atalent for glibly persuasive speech; the gift of the gab uk 
ms. 3 a thing, an article, an object uk 19a. 4 the vagina. French 
chat (cat), thus pussy uk cm. s an old man, usually a vagrant, 
deadbeat and alcoholic, or otherwise degraded tspecially in prison 
use Australia, 1950. 6 21 louse. Prison usage Australia, 1812 
chat verft if 1 II 1 1 11 1 neone a 1 strategy for 

seduction; to flirt Also 2 

Jamaica, 21x11. ► chat stupidness; chat foolishness to talk 
nonsense Awsu/i-M, 19% 

chatarra noun her 1 I I I 11 1 in h 2 (scrap iron) uk 

chat down verb to engage urbados, 1965 

chateaued adjective drunk on wine. Upper-class society pun on the 
French chQteau (origins of good wine) with conventional 
'shattered', m2 

chateaux cardboard noun cheap wine that comes contained in a 
cardboard bo xAUSTkmA we 

chat room noun a network on die Internet that hosts real-time 
typed conversations us, ra® 

Chattanooga choo-choo noun a marijuana cigarette made with 
two or three rolling papers aid longways us 1997 
chatter noun dm lm m im 11 1 11 er choppy water or 

’tits slapping.soiifld created os ism 

chatter verb (used of a car) to vibrate as a result of loose parts in the 
drive-line ss 1954 

chatterati noun 1 1 1 in irt ilate n III- In people, 
especially those occupied in academic, artistic or media work. 

A variation of chattering class, by a combination of 'chatter' and 
-erati (a suffix that creates a fashionable grouping) UK, mi 
chatterbox noun 1 1 ill 1 1 in iventionally 

contemptuous, but often affectionate, especially of children « 

1774. 2 a typewriter us, 1950 

chattering class; chattering classes noun articulate middle-class 
people, especially those occupied in academic, artistic or media 

chatty adjective dirty; worn out; in poor repair Australia, 1944 
chatty, catty and scatty adjective of a woman, talkative, spiteful 

and incapable of serious thought. Offensive uk m9 
chatty-chatty adjective talkative, gossipy. West Indian and UK black 
usage uk, 2000 

chat up verb 1 to bluff ( t< in I meonebyt le use of convincing 
speech uk 1902. 2 to flatter someone; to 1 irt with someone uk 1953 


chat-up line noun a conversational gambit intended to Initiate a 
seduction. Extended from chat up (to talk flirtatiously) uk nst 
chaud noun the penis uk 2002 

chav noun any member it' a subcultural urban adolescent group that 
dresses and acts older than their years. Variants are 'dhava', 
'charva', 'chavster' and 'charver'. Usually derogatory, even 
contemptuous; possibly derived from an abbreviation of Chatham, 
Site town in Kent where the genus is reputed to have originated; 
possibly from, or influenced by, Romany chawy t a chile® uk 2003 
chavtastic adjective unashamedly in the chav styifrtli 
chawy; chavy; chavvie noun a child; occasionally used, in a 
derogatory sense, for a man. English gypsy use; ultimately from 
Romany chavi (child, daughter) and chavo (chili Sail) iM ism 
chaw verb to cut methiug 4 1 lisfigure < nething. A figurative 
use df aKcSn ‘R#n of 'chew* uk is» 
chawbacon noun an unsophisticated country dweller us, 1834 
ChCh; cheech nickname Christchurch, New Zea and Antarctica. 2003 
chethen. In phrases such as 'cheers che' Antarctica, ms 
C head noun us, m2 

cheap noun ► do the cheap to take a shortcut Canada, mu. ► on 

the cheap eo .. II 11 1 I ifter t< he iply 

cheap adjective mean, lacking in generosity us. is m 
cheap and cheerful; cheap but cheerful adjective inexpensive but 
acceptable. Deprecatory, but not as harsh as the conventional 
'cheap and nasty 'uk i9/s 

cheap and nasty noun 1 1 1 1 nail pastr turnover that may 

contain a variety of fillings) Rhyming s ang, depending on an 
Australian accent for intelligent del ivery Australia, 1937 
cheap as chips adjective - lvalue under-priced The 
catchphrase ol television presenter and antique dealer David 
iQckTnSOe :0 b .1941) uk 2000 

cheap at the half the price! used for extolling or appreciating a 
very reasonable price Often ironic. II seems likely that this is a 
perversiombf theVrtQfe sensible claim: 'cheap at twice th«*poce’ 

cheap basing noun n > un- Eh Irug i heaper and less 
pure than freebase cocaine uk ms 
cheap Charlie noun a cheapskatel^-^ffi' 
cheap heart noun a Purple Ek irt iward r ulting from a minor 
combat wound us, 1990 

cheapie adjective 1 I | 1 1 il 1 <1 411I1 I 1 piently, but not orig- 

inally, applied to films uk, im 

cheapie; cheapy noun something cheap, or that is made available 
i#,a chffpei cost uk im 
cheapies noun cheap thrills Australia, m2 

cheap-jack adjective 1- I Id cheapl r of cheap quality. 

An elaboration of'cheap 1 , but based on a partial misunderstanding 
of the conventional 'cheapjack' (a travelling hawker with a 
diminishing scale of'bargain' prices) uk 1999 
Cheap John adjective shoddy, inferior usyfi&sr 
cheap line noun 1 lerson 10 bi inex[ nsive merchandise Fiji, 

cheapo noun 1 a cheap, or inferior, thing us. 1975. 2 in chess, a trick 
move or a game won because of an opponent's error us, 1971 
cheapo adjective inexpensive us, ••-.vx 

Cheapo-Cheapo adjective very cheap; id infer or quality UK r;,v 
cheap physical stuff noun exual activi hort of intercourse us 

cheap play noun in dominoes, a move that scores one point us 1959 
cheapshit adjective 1 le pen ear in-1 mbines conventional 
'cheap' with shit (rubbish, something of no value) uk 2000 
cheap shot noun 1 a petty, unfair insult us. 1971. 2 in sports, an 
unnecessary, unprovoked act ol violence us mo 
cheapskate noun a miserly person us, is* 
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cheapskate adjective miserly us. 1903 

cheapy noun >see: cheapie 

cheat verb 1 when I I I ml 1 1 ise muscle other than those 

designed for use in a particular exercise us. im. 2 in the 
entertainment industry, to move slightly to create.a better camjsfei 

cheater noun myth in hat mal 1 I 11 ich a r a short 
length of pipe or anything else that is handy to Slip'C^Sf'fte. 
Jgndle of a w^ttch to increase leverage us m 

cheaterbug noun a person who cheats Singapore, 2002 

cheater five noun wh'le surfing, the loes of one foot extended over 
the nose af the bpardonily because the surfer has stretched his leg 
far forward us ms 

cheaters noun 1 eye glasses 1 is, 1908. 2 dark glasses us, ms. 3 the eyes 
uk. 1977. 4 padding that enhances the apparent size of a female's 
breasts us, 1972. s metal skis us. 1 % 3. 6 in electric line work, channel 

cheater's bar noun in a slot machine 

cheater slicks noun car tyres that are smooth but not quite 
wattless id, wm 


check this! hssjntita tbisi us ms 

check writer noun a criminal who passes bad cheques us, 1972 

check you later; check ya later used as a farewell us. m2 
Cheddar noun money us, 

cheeba; cheeb noun a potent marijuana, now a generic term us. m. 
cheech noun a leader of an Itallan-American criminal organisation 

chee-chee; chi-chi noun a person of mixed European and Indian 
parentage; the English accent of Eurasians In India. Derives from! 
Mock ijhhi chhi (dirt, filth) inua, we 
chee—chee; chi-chi adjective mixed tin > > 1 ind Asian parent¬ 
age; used for describing the English accent of Eurasians in India. 
DerVteferf Hindi chhi chhi gpiA, mi 

cheek noun 1 the I rtt I irianl ire'arse tee! asscheek'and 
■butt-cheek’. Usually in the plural uk , im. 2 impudence; audacity; 
effrontery uk 1 wo. 3 a sexually loose female us, 1955 
cheek verb to address someone with impudence uk. mo 
cheekiness noun ffronter n ; idenceuKiwz 
cheek up verb 1 eakt neon I 1 lecided lack of respect 

BAHAMAS, 1982 


cheat sheet noun 1 a written nem 1 1 I 1 1 ill but not always 

2 

fbr n jparticular ticket us, m2 

cheat spot noun an establishment that sells alcohol after closing 
IHpUrs «£ 198* 

cheat throat noun il performed 11 t man in which the 

ugjsrsoffi doing the performing simulatesvtikingthe penis 
completely into their mouth without actually doing so. A play on 
deep throat, the real thfng 

che-che noun a light-skinned person; an unlikeable person saintkitts 
AN® NEVIS. 1996 

check noun a gambling token us 1974 

check verb 1 to mu ier meone 21 1 rget or ignore 

something, often deliberately A variant is 'check out' uk ms. 3to 
have an intimate relationship with someone. West Indian and UK 
black youth usage us ms. nor a prank, to pull down a friend's 
bathing suit from behind us 1997. ► check hat to prepare to 
leave us 1966. ► check the cheese they walk by 

us, 1959. ► check the dictionary io couhrm vague or confusing 
orders or directi 11 ietnan rr usage ► check the oil 

level to pentr ► check 

the war to stop arguing us, 1947. ► check your nerves to stay 
calm us 1947. ► check your six used as a warning to a pilot to 
;£heck behind his aircraft fbr enemy planes. Based on the clorif.. 
configuration, with twelve o'clock being straight ahead and Six 
o'clock straight behind US mi 

checkbook; chequebook adjective characterised by a seemingly 
unlimited ability and will to pay 'or something Applied most 
commonly to joufftaifem (paying for news), but also to enterprises 
Such as baseball cifc.ii's 

check cop verb i use an adh i pla n he iter's palm to 
st^ahpbips while sliding a pile of chips-inapoker game taftlisfy 


check crew; check gang; check team noun a facially integrated 

work crew us, i960 

checkerboard adjective racially integrated us, 1930 

check in verb 1 to place yourself in protective police custody us 2001. 

2 to be intitiated into a youth gang us. 1994 
check out verb i to leave prison us. mo. 2 to die. A euphemism not 
without its black humour us ms 3 lo commit suicide while In 
prison us, 1992 

checkout chick noun a 1 mi I 11 1 hop checkout 

AUSTRALIA, 1983 

check, please! .estion that a conversation 

is at an end. Popularised by Keith 0 berman on ESPN, used by 
Woody Allen in AOjhtij Hall and Catherine Keener in. Being John 
Malkovich 


cheeky adjective impudent Insolent uk,. ;ss9 
cheeky-arsed adjective impudent, insolent UK wz 
cheeky monkey noun an impudent person, often as a term of 
address and semi-exclamatory. Popularised as .1 catchphrase by 
Gomediati Al Read (1909-1987) in the late 195QSUK i9S9 
cheeky possum noun an impudent fellow, a cheeky boy Australia, 

cheekywatter noun i il i li ft ml pe i illy when being 
dismissive ol its intoxicating properties uk Scotland, i996 
cheeonoun in iriji ina I r chewing. I 1 I inm an exagger¬ 
ated pronunciation of 'chew' us. tm 
cheep verb to betray someone, to inform upon someone us mi 
cheeper noun a police Informer us ms 
cheer noun LSD blue cheer ijk ms 

cheerful giver noun the liver uk. mi 
cheeri goodbye cheerio new Zealand, 1984 

cheeribye goodbye. A blend of cheerio and 'goodbye' uk mi 
cheerio adjective ti psy.Spurn 19m 

cheerio; cheeri-ho; cheero goodbye uk 1959 
cheers! 11 2 k you. From the 

drinking toast uk 1976 

cheer-up noun an in I >rc inttabl in imphetamine or other 
central nervous system stirnuiant : «cf999 
cheerybyes goodbye tmsxnANO, *» 
cheese noun 1 1 by the sebaceous gland 

that collects between the glans penis and the foreskin or around 
the-cliiWiStand labia minora. From the dull whitish colour of this 
substance us 1927. 2 in auto repair, .1 plastic body filler used to fill 
in Septs on a car body, usually referring to BOmdo Body 
1992. 3 the wife. Short for cheese and kisses Australia, 1919. 4 an 
attractive young woman us 1959. s a wedge-shaped piece of 
coloured plastic used in the board game Trivial Pursuit™' uk 2002. 

6 in pool, a situation where a p ayer needs lo make only one shot 
lo win us m3. 7 money; a gambler’s bankroll A locution 
popularised by Minnesota Fats, as in, 1 never lostwhen we playerj 
for the cheese’ us ms. 8 heroin uk 2002. 9 freebase cocaine us m2. 
loan amphetamine user us, the 11 money us 2002. 12 nonsense 
us, 1989. 13 luck us i99o. ► piece of cheese in poker, a truly 
teipp hand us m2 

cheese verb 1 lo leave us 19; 5. 2 lo smile, r rom the urging by 
phptSftaphers that those having their picture taken say 'cheese' tcf : 
form a smi le us, 19m 

cheese! spoken by the subject of a photograph in order to shape 
the lips into a smile. Oftenp^K^the photographer's, 
injunction ’say cheesei' uk mo 
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cheese and crackers | cherryberry 


cheese and crackers noun the testicles Rhyming slang for 
KNACKERS UK, 1998 

cheese and crackers! used as a non-profane oath. A euphemistic 
'Jesus Christ!' as, 1924 

cheese and kisses noun missus Australia, 

cheese and rice! used for expressing surprise or irritation trinidad 

AND TOBAGO, 1950 


cheeseball noun t person us, 1990 


cheesebox noun 1 lephone device used t transfer 1 alls teceived 
by an illegal operation. So named, according^ legend, because 
thgrf5r|t one wasfafcifid by police hidden in a cheese boxwj, iss? 
Cheesebox nickname lie la!evi he Pri n in J lei Illinois us, 1992 
cheese bun noun 1 worke h nform in fellow workers as is 


cheesecake noun 1 11 11 man 1 the object of a photo¬ 

graph or artwork Ug'iiw 


cheesed off; cheesed adjective disgruntled, bored, miserable. 
'Cheese off!' (go away!), a euphemistic exclamation from 1890s 
Liverpool, may be the origin. Ortlm# Other hand 'say cheese' is a 
photographer!g;4>rmula to create a smile and if you don't feel like 
smiling you maywaflibe 'cheesed off uk mi 
cheesedog noun eives himself in 

somewhat grandiose terms as 1997 


cheese-down verb age; probably 

extended from cheese (to smite) but note obsolete naval slang 
'cheese down’ (tof^ii’ rope into toft spirals for a harbour stow) uk 


cheese eater noun r s. im 

cheese-eating surrender monkeys noun the French; anyone who 
does not support American imperialism. Coined on The Simpsons 
television show as a parody of American arrogance; often used by 
arrogant Americans unaware of the irony of their use. Such is the 
pervasive presence of this term that it was the subject of a 
question on Mastermind ( 11 th October 7004 ) us 2000 
cheese grater noun a waiter. Rhyming slang uk 1998 
cheese grater nickname the Chateau Champlain Hotel in Montreal 
CANADA, 2002 

cheesehead noun 1 Out I >er 1 Der gator if not intentionally 
so. Probably from the shape and preponderance of Edam and 
Gouda uk no. 2 resident of the state of Wisconsin Playful but 
hot particularly kind us, 20m 

cheesemo noun gossip. A corruption, intentional or not, of the 
Spanish: chisme (gossipjLUS. 1997 
cheese off verb to annoy' spfls^lji.tsc 1947 
cheese off! go away! us, 1996 

cheese on! used f e 1 ithusiasti pproval Barbados, ms 

cheese-on!; cheese-on and bread! used as a euphemistic cry in 

place of 'Jesus Christ!' Barbados. 199 6 
cheeser noun 1 a person with smelly feet rom the malodorous 
quality of ripe cheese uk 1976. 2 a police informer us, 1979 
cheese table noun 1 n il h In In I 1 ed in sheet metal 
fabrication us, ms 

cheesy adjective 1 1 1 1 .. in buddy us ism. 

2 smelly. From the malodorous quality of ripe cheese uk 1 ss9 
cheesy-feet noun ' 1 I 1 I 1 11 11 1 1 iddress From the 

malodorous quality of ripe cheese ijk, 1972 
cheesy-foot noun I 1 I 1 1 Hi 1 1 tobago, 2003 

cheesy quaver noun a 1 lang, from a 

branded cheese-flavoured snack uk 2002 
cheesy quaver raver noun a member of a social grouping within 
the hardcore rave cu ture, characterised by a fashion for boiler 
suitfe white gloves and paint masks. After Quavers™, a cheese 


flavoured snack food, punning on 'cheesy' (unfashionable) and 
using raver (a party goer) uk 2002 

chellum noun ITH AFRICA, 2003 

Chelsea bun noun a son; the sun. Rhyming slang; a variation of 
CURRANT BUN UK 1998 

Chelsea Pier adjective queer, odd slang, formed on a 

London landmark; similar to Brighton pier but here 'queer' 
doesn’t lead to 'homosexual' uk gas 
chemical noun i crack cocaine us, 1994. 2 any drug with addictive 
characteristics uk 20s 

chemical generation noun 1 ection 1 iciel identified as the 
first to have MDMA, the drug best known as ecstasy, as a rec- 
ftetional option, especially those who were actually a part of the 
attendant dance culture. The chemical generation began in the 
late 1980s but was probably not identified by thjsrtWe until the 
late 90s; the definitive recreational drug culture was not restricted 
to MDMA but its wide use signalled a greater-than-ever-before 
acceptance of man-made and designer drugs uk 1998 
chemically challenged adjective drunk. 'Challenged' is a key word 
in the lexicon of politica correctness, ending an air of humour to 
this use®?,; 1994 

chemical persuasion noun in caving anti pot-holing, explosives uk 


chemise-lifter noun a bian 1 11 mina h mosexual male. 

Originally, a play on shirt-lifter (a homosexual man)Jbltied by 
Barry Humphries who defined itihA Nice NightisEntertainment, 
1981 , as ‘a female invert 1 ; subsequently, derived perhaps by a 
misunderstanding of the original definition, the male variation has' 
gained a little currency Australia, mi 
chemist noun a person wh< use 11 m fame imputer for the 
academic purposes for which it was designed, depriving the 
speaker of the chance to tise it for more interesting, less academic 
purposes us, 1991 

chemmienouni hirt i blouse. Probal I 11 chemise' uk 2002 
chemmy; shemmy noun (1 i-de-fer' uk 023 

chemonouni 2a liquid 

octane boosts; that is inhaled:for its intoxicating effects us 1994 
chep noun a kiss, intimate 01 otherwise; kissing Ireland, /or 
chequed-up adjective havin re I m n 1 r receiving payment 
for seasonal work Australia, 1905 
cheroot noun a large marijuana cigarette us 1993 
cherry noun 1 Hu 11 nen 1 1 1 nal 1 1 nale) the state of 
sustained sexual abstinence Combines with a variety of verbs 
(bust, crack, pop) 10 indicate the ending ol a virgin condition us 
i9i8. 2a virgin; someone who because ol extenuating 
circumstances has abstained from sex for a long period us m2. 

3 by extension, any innocence that can be lost us rear 4 by 
extension, someone who is completely inexperienced us, m6. sa 
pretty young woman, a girlttfud. Also spelt cheffiga cherie', 
'tcherrie' and 'tjerrie 61 ung woman regarded 

as the object or subject of a transitory sexual relationship. Scamto 
youth street slang (South African townships) s< mn Africa, 2005. 7 of 
a male, the 'virginity' of the anus 1 is. 1197. 8 an entry-level youth 
gang member us mi. 9 in pool, an extremely easy shot us 1993. 

10 in horse racing, a horse that has yel hi win a race us, 1951. 11 in 
greyhound racing, the inside starting position Australia, 1939. 12 the 
clitoris AUSTRALIA, i9si,. 13 a female nipple us. niu. 14 in cricket, a 
new ball uk 1953. is the flashing red light on top of a police car us 
1976. 16a bin h 1 re ice. From the lour ► pick a 

cherry In bowling, 10 knock over a pin that had been previously 
missed as m$ 

cherry adjective 1 11 nal 2 ith ut ) riminal record us raa>. 

3 (used of a car) restored to better than mint condition us 1953 
cherryade noun UK Prime 

Minister Tony Blair Both the drink and the aide may be described 
as 'red, sweet andifeliig'-UK 199s 

cherryberry noun \ uniform red bere the Para hute Regiment; 
hence, a soldier of the Parachute Regiment uk 1979 






cherry boy | chiba-chiba 
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cherry boy noun a male virigpe «« 

Cherry Coke adjective bisexual. Suggests 'neither one thing nor the 

cherry farm noun a prison, or the section of a prison reserved for 
first-time offenders us, rear 

cherry fine adjective excellent Us. 190s 

cherry girl noun s Vietnam war 

Cherry Hill nickname 

3rd Battalion, 16th Artillery Regiment, just outside CM Lai. So 
■banted because the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese did not 
attack the during the 1968 Tet Offensive,- hence the 'cherry' 

cherry hog; cherry noun a dog, especially a greyhound. Rhyming 
slang, formed on die od rtame foi 'a cherry stone 1 uk i960 
cherry juice noun hydraulic fluid in a tank turret traversing system. 
Vietnam war usage us 1991 

cherry kicks noun y someone just 

released from prison us, 197 1 

cherry menth; cherry meth noun the recreational drug SBg.us, 1995 
cherry orchard noun a woman's college us, «- - 
cherry patch noun \ ker game >eing played by a group of poor 
players, ripe for the taking by a good professisonal us m2 
cherry picker noun 1 a boy or youth in a sexual relationship with an 
older man. Royal Navy use uk mi. 2 a person who targets virgins 
for seduction us, 1 w 3 the penis A play on cherry (virginity) uk 
2003. 4 one pound ft 1 j Rhyming s arig for nicker (a pound) uk 1974. 
5 a machine, mounted on a rail car or caterpillar tractor, for 
picking up logs dropped from cars or on roadsides Canada, m2. 6 a 
crane us, m7. 7 a large bucket on a boom attached to a truck used 
to raise a.worker to work in an elevated positiw&w power lines,, 
telephone lines, etc us, 1991. 8 an engine hoist us, 1992. 9 a railway 
.pointsman. Named because Bf the red railway signal lights t/s, im. 
10 a prominent, hooked nose us. 196s 
cherry pie noun 1 in the entertainment industry, extra money 
earned for something other than ordinary work us, 1 955. 2 in circus 
and carnival usage, extra work Ibr extra pay us. mi 
cherry-popping noun the ict of takir n 1 e ; virginity us. 197s 
cherry red noun slang uk 1998 

cherry ripe noun 1 1 pipe. P nin I pr ibly influenced by 

'cherry-wood pipe' uk jss; 2 nonsense Rhyming slang for tripe. 
Can be shortened to 'cherry' urt 19® 
cherrytop noun a police car; a police car's coloured lights us mo 
Chessex girl noun in u 1 1 un mar lie ved with the 

down-market trappings of vulgai glamoui Coined by the Tatler 
magazine, July 2003, as a compound of 'Chelsea' (a traditonally 
well-off area of London) and essex girl (a social stereotype of a 
dipud, vulgar, sexually available woman) m. 2003 
chest noun a woman's breasts us, im. ► get it off your chest to 
say something that you may have kept private or secret; to confess 

chestbonz noun the marijuana smoker who takes the greatest 
inhalation from a shared water-pipe m. 1999 
Chester and Esther noun in craps, a bet on any craps and eleven. 

A back formation front tteJSftials 'c and e' us, ms 
chesterfield noun a sofa or couch Especially in the western 
provinces of Canada, this word is the universal terrm-iwtbis, 
common piece of furniture Canada mi 
Chester the Molestor; Chester noun a lecherous nterus, im 
chestily adverb arrogantly, conceitedly us tats 
chestnut noun 1 2 lie story or outworn 

jest Also known as 'aftctSt} chestnut' us, im 
chestnuts noun 1 the testicles us. 1971. 2 the female breasts us mi 
chesty adjective i of a wor i I i sly proportioned 

breasts uk. 1955. 2 used of symptoms (such as a cough) that result 
from an unHeakhiness or weakness in the chest; also used of 


someone who is inclined to such a conddion uk too. 3 arrogant, 
conceited us, im 

Chev; Chevy; Chewy noun a Chevrolet car us, 1937 

chevoo noun a party. A variant of shnoo Australia. 1903 
Chevy Chase nou, for the scene 

of a Scottish and English battle recorded in a famous ballad of 
1624. The original slang usage, pronounced 'chivvy', flourished 
from 1857 but was presumed obsolete by 1960. The revival, 
recorded by www.LondonSlang.cairi in June 2002, is more likely 
inspired by a US bank or the comedy actor Chevy Chase (b 1943) 

Chevy Chased adjective shitfaced 

(drunk) from chevy chase (face), possib v . variant of off your face 
(very drunk) uk, a»3 

Chevy eleven noun in the used ear business, a Chevrolet fi t# 1992 
chew noun i chewing tobacco us. 7990. 2 an act. of oral sex uk, 190,2. 

3 food. South African school usage south Africa, mi 

chew verb ► chew face to kiss us, 1900. ► chew it in skate¬ 
boarding, to fall from the board us. m„. ► chew pillows to be 
the passive partner in 1 il e ► chew steel (of a 

icehorse) train against the bit ► chew the 

cud to consider something; to be very thoughtful uk. 1749. 

► chew the fat to gossip, to chatter idly us. 1907. ► chew the 
rag to discuss something; to complain, to moan; hence, to argue 
uk 1885. ► chew the scenery to over-act in a dramatic perform¬ 
ance us, m3. ► chew the sugar cane to gossip us, ms. ► chew 
your tobacco more than once to repeat yourself us. im 
chew and choke noun a roadside restaurant; a motorway services 

chew and spew; chew 'n' spew noun a fast-food outlet; the food 
server: al such a place, especially if the quality 0' the food is lower 
than expectations Australia, 1998 
chewed to loon shit adjective gib.un|,b[j fated Canada, 1974 
chewers noun the teeth us, 
chewies noun crack cocaine us, 1994 
chew out; chewing out noun a rebukeiUJ; isw 
chew out ve/bi erlorn oral se 1 1 man Australia, ms. 2 to 
rebuke someone harshly us. 1929 

chew over verb t< isider methir 1 li 11 omething us 1939 
chewsday noun Euesday Elumorous us, 1877 
chewy noun 1 1 for smoking us 

1993. 2 chewing gum Also spelt 'chewie' Usually as a non-count 
noun, but can also be used tofgfer to a jingfe pie^vcrchewing 
gum AUSTRALIA, 1924 

chewy on your boot! I hope your kick goes astray. Used as a cry of 
discouragement in Australian Rules footba Australia, 19 66 
Chi nickname Chicago, MinQIS.bg, 1895 


chiack; chiak noun teasing /ifiJfAUA. W9 

chiack; chiak; chyack verb to tease someone. From C19 British 


chiacking; chiaking noun teasing austmlm, im 

Chiantishire nickname Tu i an e - i ill hr irea around Chianti. 
fHemerously formed in the manner of an English county; from the 
popularity of the area with British expatriates and tourists uk. m 6 
chib noun a knife or razor used as a weapon. Probably a variation of 
chiv (a knif ^ ok ' Scotland, im 

chib verb to stab or ther ise k < neone ith 11 mfe or a razor. 

tom chib (a knde) uk Scotland, mo 
chiba noun i Iler i I bat i mi Inn i n hearing of chiva 
( heroin) uk 200.1. 2 marijuana. Spanish slang embraced by Engllsh- 
speakers us, m 
chiba-chiba noun 1 

itoteibia or Brazil us. btb 
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chibbing | chicken skin 


chibbingnou/i a deliberate wounding by stabbing. or razor-cutting uk 
chibs; chips noun the bwttoete-us m7 


chicken colonel noun in ins US Army, a full colonel. From the eagle 
insignia of the rank us, ms 

chicken cookies noun frozen ground chicken patties Antarctica, mi 


chica noun a girl. Spanish; used largely as a term of address, and 
largely by those without a working knowledge rfSj^tisfcus 2000 
Chicago bankroll noun a single large denomination note wrapped 
around small denomination notes, giving the impression of a great 
deal of money us; im: 

Chicago black nour juana. Grown in 

and around Chicago us. ten 

Chicago contract noun a binding oral agreSnfetjt, secured by 
honour, tis, 1392 

Chicago green noun in F iier 1.rijuana. Grown In 

and around Chicago us, i %7 

Chicago G-string noun a _ trin 11 li break open, revealing 
the dancer's completely naked state us. mi 
Chicago heavy mess noun boiled salt pork Canada, mi 
Chicago leprosy noun infections, jdatS and abcesses caused by 
prolonged intravenous drug use us, 1992 
Chicago piano noun an anti-aircraft gun or other automatic weapon 

Chicago pill noun a fetjfeus J9# 

Chicago rattlesnake noun salt pork Canada. 1947 
Chicago typewriter noun a fully automatic weapon us, m3 
chicamin noun m ne le n laptei in n< hinook jargon 
^fiifamnin' 'Iron, metal) Canada 1x3 
Chicano noun ay the later 

1960s a term of self-identification and pride us mi 
Chicano time noun unctuality us 1972 

chi-chi noun first aid 8S 1992 >see: chee-chee 
chi-chi adjective 1 homosexual. I ron the conventional usage 
denoting a fussy style uk. 2002. 2 fashionable; fussy. Also spelt 'she- 
ihe'VH 1932 

chi-chi gal noun a iasbian Jamaica. 2004 

chi-chi man noun 1 nale 1 1 losexual Jamaica, 2000 

chi-chis noun a woman's breasts us, mi 

chick noun 1 a young woman us, um. 2 a male prostitute uk 1934. 3 a 
friendly fighter aircraft us, mi. 4 cocaine One of many variations 
on the cocaine-as-female theme us, 1990 
chickabiddy noun 11 red a; t term 0 endearment for a child. From a 
Clf-childish variation, on 'chicken’' uk. 1829 
chicken noun 1 1 oman 2 a boy, usually under the age of 

consent who is the target of homosexual advances us, 1914. 3a 
child, a youthful onnexpeftgncApgrson often as an affectionate 
form of address uk 1711 4ayoung and inexperienced prostitute, 
especially male uk ms. 5 someone under the legal drinking age us, 
1990. 6 used as a term of endearment ireiand, 2003 . 7 a test of wills 
in whicfttwd cars drivftdirediy at each other until one driver - 
the loser - veers off course us, m2. 8 a coward. From the charac¬ 
teristics ascribed Me best of 'chickens', in an earlier sense, 
found in Shakespeare, the meartt«g;fe 'someone timorous and 
del 9 10 

usage us, 1997 >see: chicken perch ► no chicken; no spring 
chicken no longer young (K-1860 
chicken adjective scared, cowardly, afraid us, 1933 
chicken bone noun 11 I 1 1 II 1 1 -1 onfection 

invented by the Ganoilg family firm of .St Stephen, New iainswick 

CANADA, 2002 

chickenbone special noun any small, logai railway us m> 


chicken coop noun 1 a women jail r pri n " 2an outdoor 
toilet us, i97o. 3a weight station Citizens' band radio and trucking 

sfangiapraSS ' 

chicken crank noun 1 unapt tamir 1 li 1 I ens to accelerate 
'ifer egg-laying us is® 

chicken curry verb to worry, .jfjyfning slangrijojjof 

chicken dinner noun a pretty woman us, 1946 

chickenfeed noun 1 a Us thar ener 1 mi 1 11 of money us rsse. 

2 a task that can be accomplished with ridiculous ease Singapore, 
sue. 3 methamphetamine us ww 
chicken fillet noun a gel-filled pad pi Ini 1 bra lerecupto 
uplift and enhaneetfhe appearance of a woman's breast; a gekfjfef 
fufpipst prosthesis uk 2003 

chicken fink noun an unlikeable, disloyal p##iius, 1973 
chickenguts noun 1943 

chickenhawk noun 1 during a war, someone who supports the war 
but avoids military service themselves. Virtually every member of 
, .fffe US government that supported the 2003 invasion of Iraq 
avoided active mittary service in Vietnam during their youth us, 

1988. 2 a mature homosexual man who seeks much younger men 
as sexual partners us ms. 3 by extension, a woman who seeks out 
young male lovers us « 

chickenhead noun 1 cause of 

.#®;msle ! s-success and visibility as a musician, athlete, etc us ism. 

2 a person performing oral sex on a man. Also 'chickhead'. From 
the bobbing motion us, mi. 3 an aggressive or violent woman us, 
1980. 4 a foolish, frivolous person us, race 
chicken heart verb to fart. Rhyming slang, only recorded in the past 
tense uk m2 
chicken in a basket no 
Command badge worn 
chicken jalfrezi adjective 
inspired by a popular curry dish uk. 2002 
chickenkiller noun a Cuban or Haitian I rom the stereotype of 
Cubans and Haitians as voodoo., practioners,sacrificing chickens in 
religious'rites; irtsuiiiiftgUs, 1970s 

chicken oriental adjective in m iz I ming ling for mental 


chicken o 


j ■ , i r t e' -gi retreat from an endeavour o< 


chicken perch; chicken noun a church; church. Rhyming slang uk 


chickenplate noun a steel vest that helicopter and other aircrew 
wore in the Vietnam war, designed as bulletproof us 1971 

chicken powder noun d 

intravenously us 1971 

chicken pox noun in bse ion 1 in Ider homosexual male with 
young men or boys u% 1979 

chicken queen noun a trial ure n ml m - lal rvho is especially 
attracted to boys or young iftil us ras 
chicken ranch noun a rural broth riginal he name of a brothel 
in LaGrange, Texas, and then spread to more generic useus ws 
chicken run noun the exodus of people from Rhodesia (now 
Zimbabwe) for fear of the future; hence, the exodus of people 
fiftm 'South Africa for fear future Zimbabwe, 1977 
chicken scratch noun cocaine. Probably from the sense, 'a search 
for crack cocaine' uk 2003 


chicken burner noun a ifecftiac 'Firebird* 


chickenshit noun a coward us mm 


chicken bus noun luring the 1 in mi 1 11 1 troop transport bus. 

From the chicken wire that covered the windows in the hope# 
keeping enemy grenades outside the bus us, 1990 
chicken catcher noun in electric line work, an armsling us 1 m 


chickenshit adjective cowardly us 1934 

chicken skin noun A isation and physical nanifestation ofthe 
chills, Hawaiian y^sth usage, instead of thfl more common 'goose 
bumps' us, mi 
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chicken's neck noun a cheqi Rhymir in A vanation of 
GOOSE'S NECK UK, 1998 

chicken switch noun i ich I ha II abor t i sion a notional 
switphthat will end a project us, 19a 
chicken tracks noun in electric lie il i device formally known 
as an Epoxirtkj ttl-MiltS ioso 

chicken wing noun i bowler h elbo ra outward from the 
body during the backswing motion 01 rolling the ball us, rasz 
chicken yellow noun the recreational drug PMA. Also Ikfr&sn as 
'chicken fever' or 'chicken powder' us, 2001 
chickey-babe; chicky-babe noun a young woman, especially a 
one Australia, 1991 

chick flick noun 1 1 11 1 iii 1 e I 1 ' 1 i eal to a female 
au@ajS|§|^ 1993 

chickie! used as waihihg us. 1934 

chickie; chickynouni a lookout or decoy US, 1934. 2 a young girl. 
Teen slang us. 191$. ' 

chickie poo noun 1 in 11 nil 1 I 11 R 1 led in the usage 
of counterculturalists associated with the Rainbow Nation us. rest 
chickie run noun 1 te 1 ill 1 lich t u line at high 
speeds towards a cliff; the driver who jumps from his car firstrjjoSfet 

us #SsS " ‘ 

chickletnoun 1 ''in 'ini =1 I nil' 1 I nventional dimin¬ 
ution of chick (a young woman) us, 1922 
chick lit noun literatur In ml 1 11 men literature written 

by women us 1993 

chick magnet noun t male ho i ttractive omen Australia, 1995 
chicko; chico noun a child. Either by elaboration of'chick' (a child) 
■or adoption of Spanish chico- t£a boy) Remembered in army service 
lithe 1960s-early 1970$, by Beale, 1984 uk, i S S 4 
chick with a dick noun a transsexual or, rarely, a hermaphrodite. 

Almost always plural is, mi 
chicky noun 

outmoded 'chick' us. 1994 

chicle noun heroin. Spanish for 'gum', alluding to the gummy 
nature of heroin that has not been processed to powder form us. 
1994 

chiclet keyboard noun 1 u; I ■ 1 1 11 ill | I 11< I 

A visual allusion to a branded chewing gum us, mi 
Chic Murray; chic noun 1111 ,1 rhymin lung toimed 

from the name ot the Scottish comedian, 1919-85 uk Scotland, 


Chicomnouna oldier fr m he Peoplf Republic of China; a 
Chinese communist us, fssz 
Chicom adjective Chinese communist US, 1964 

chiddles noun or cod milt Canada, 


chief noun 1 a Flight Sergeant. Royal Air I orce use; a hangover from 
Chief Petty Officef,|jfe corresponding rank in the Royal Naval Air 
Service, a military service that predated Royal Air Force. 
Sometimes persona ised to the diminuitive 'chiefie' uk, 1942. 2 a 
Petty Officer Roya N; vy use ui 1929. 3 a Chief Engineer; a 
Lieutenant Commander; a I irst Mate Nautical usage uk, 1 m. 4 a 
Chief Inspector Police usage uk 1951. s LSD us it®. 6 used as a 
term of address; dpcular, sometimes suggesting deference us,- ra#- 
chief verb in a group smoking marijuana, to hog the cigarette or 
pipe us, 1997 

chief cook and bottle washer noun used as a humorous title for 
someone with important duties and responsibilities, 
always, used’SijSj irony us. im 
chiefie noun used as a friendly term of address to a man uk 
pawo, 1996 

chief itch and rub noun an organisation's key leader us. i960 

Chief Nasty-Ass of the No-Wipe-Um Tribe noun aftyene 
completely lacking in persona hygiene us, 1997 


chief of heat noun r non mmissi in I oflfi mmanding an 
artillery battery us. ms 

chief of staff noun 1 "hi 1 nil iend I icl home Vietnam war 

chief tin shoe noun a per n 1 In no mi 1-, it the moment. A 
'M ock native Indian name us. rsw 

chieva noun I ci iiva (heroin) uk ms 

chiff noun >see: CHIV 

chiffy noun in pn 1 i razorblade f II 1 thbrush handle as 
an improvised weapon. A variation on chiv uk 1996 
chigger noun i pe 1 with Chin ind black ance tors Derogatory 

US, 1992 

Chihuahua town noun , 1 neig il urh 'I here many Mexican 
immigrants or MexicamAmericans live us. 2x7 
child, pleasei used for expressing great surprise or disbelief 
BAHAMAS, 1987 

child-proof lid noun a condom. A pun on a device designed to 

'keep children out 1 uk, im 

chile pimpnoun 1 pimf ... American pimp, who 

has no professional pride and only mediocre success in the field 


chili adjective Mexican us 1936 

chili bean noun 1 I 1 in Mexican-American any Spanish¬ 
speaking person. Derogatory us, 1980 
chili belly noun I 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 -in 1 in us, 19 67 
chili bowl; chili-bowl haircut noun an untapered haircut that looks 
as if the barber simply placed a bowl on the person's head and 
trimmed around the edge of the bowl us. i960 
chili chaser noun hi gen ofth 1 Immigration and 
Naturalization Service Border Patrol its, ®ss 
chili choker noun 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 in-American Derogatory us. 

chili chomper noun can. Derogatory, us, 

chili eater noun gatory us, 1911 

chill verb 1 to kill someone us, rnz. 2 lo calm down; to be calm us, 
1979. 3 to idle us, 1972. 4 to suddenly slow down while driving after 
spotting a police car us in. ► chill like a megavillain lo relax. 
Especially effective in the participle form - 'chillin’ us, 1992. 

► chill the beef; chill the rap 1 1 11 . ution by bribery 

or intimidation of witnesses us, 1950 
chill adjective 1 calm, unexciled us. nsn 2 excellent us. raw 
chillax verb to calm down: arrCwfeiiSj St» 
chilled adjective calm, relaxed;i®.pf 
chilled down adjective calm and relaxed uk; ;m 
chilled out adjective relaxed, espi ia ifter hemically enhanced 
dancing uk, ksos 

chillen noun children. Aj^tfretfeslurring u$0is 

chiller noun in publishing or films, a thriller that, 'chills the blood' 

chillicracker noun in An Indiar Der i erives presumably, 
from the use of hot spices in Indian cooking contrasted with the 
bland, essejltfally white nature of a cracker uk iifp " .. 
chill out verb fettfm jdbwfl; to relax us, 1983 
chill pill noun a mythical pill that will inducecalmu^jsss 
chillum; chilum noun a pipe for smoking marijuana. Originally late 
C18 Hindi for the bowl (chilam) 01 a 'hookah' ( hugga) intended for 
tobacco. More than 150 years later a modified usage rolled up in 
the West Indies. Widely used in the ! UK thanks, in part, to head 

SHOP(s) JAMAICA, 1970 

chill with you later used as a farewell us. mz 

chilly adjective 1 1971. 2 cold- 

hearted us, mri 

chilly bin noun 
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chilly most adjective calm and collected us, m2 
chime nouni an hour an; n-;,, 2 the even firing of a multi-cylinder 
motocycle engine uk 1979 
chimer noun a:flock or watch us. isfi, 

chimney nouni / smoker uk, 

1937. 2 in trucking, a smokestac k on a cab us. 1971 
chimney sweep run noun in in ho 1 II requires the driver 
to handle the freight and get dirty os, 1971 
chimo! Let's diTftW Canada. 2002 

chimping noun in iig il ph tograph h< i< ity of reviewing 
captured images on a camera's screen Originally used of White 
House press-photographers who accompanied pointing art such 
images with a chorus oJNpotevapd aahs and were, naturally, 
tpmpaffli'lp chimpanzees us, 2004 

chin noun 1 gossip, idle nver.. on a bomber, the area 

immediately below and s ight v behind the nose of the plane us 
/'«(. ► keep your chin up to maintain your courage or 
fortitude; often said .it an encouraging injunction uk 193s 
chin verb i to pi 2 to talk Idly us. 

china noun i a frieni i matf Rhyming lang r china plate. Also 
variant ‘chiner’ uk im. 2 teeth; false teeth us 1942 
China noun 1 the 1 I ill ther than Eur e and English- 
speaking lands. A Cockney view pf the world: ‘The place rich folk 
go for their holidays. The place any person npt wearing European 
dress comes from’ uk 1 ■ 1. 2 heroin ; rom china cat (heroin) or 
china white (heroin). The lowercase variant 'china' is sometimes 

USed UK 20 58 

China cat noun strong heroin us. 1994 

china chin noun (of a boxer or fighter) a vulnerability to blows on 
the chin us, 19m 

China circuit noun in the language of travelling performances, a 
ciiEpItof small, unsophisticated towns. Named after the 
Pennsylvania towns of Pottstown, Pottsville and Chambersburg, all 
of which were home taepaSiber pot manufacturing concerns us, 

China clipper noun id h 1 le bin m 1 1 lechanical. Vietnam 
war usage us, im 

China girl noun Fentan I 1 1 nthetic narcoti analgesic that is 

used as a recreational drug uk, 2004 
Chinaman noun a numbing substance put on the penis to forestall 
ejaculation tmnidadand tobago, 2003 
Chinaman noun 1 in add 1 1 1 1 heroin 1 mother opiate us, 1948. 

2 In politics, a mentor or protectoi A term from Chicago, a major 
cradle of machine politics in the US us, mi. 3 an Irishman uk me. 
4 in cricket a left-1 anded bowler’s leg-break to a righthanded 
batsman Homager to Bliss,‘Puss' Achong, a 1930s West IndSft 
cricketer of Chinese ancestry uk 1937. san unshorn lock on a 
sheep's rump. Thought to resemble a pigtail new Zealand, i%s. 

► must have killed a Chinaman there must be a reason for 
pur bad luck. Chinese people have been in Australia from the 
earliest colonial times and there was formerly great superstition 
attached to them. Today the word ‘Chinaman 1 is long dead and 
persists only m this saying Australia m2 
Chinaman on your back; Chinaman on your neck noun the 
painful symptoms and craving need for drugs experienced by an 
adji^tduring withdrawal us, r 959 

Chinaman's chance; Chinaman's noun an absence of luck, no real 
chaste at all, Reflecting the status of the Chinese population of 
early C20 US&4 mi 

Chinamat noun s restaurant us, 1979 

china plate noun a mate. Now generally used as a stock Idiom: 'me 
old china platp;'Aasr«?it« ( 1905 
chin armour noun a false beard. Theatrical usage us, m2 
China white noun 1 The presumed 

location of the drug’s origin (although it's just as likely to. come 
from Pakistan, Afghanistan or I hailand) p us the colour us, 1974. 2 a 


tablet of MOMA, the-,recreational drug best known as ecstasy uk 
2002. 3 Fentanyl™, a synthetic narcotic analgesic lhat Is used as a 
■feereatifinai.drug uk 2004 
chinch; chintz noun a bedbug us, 1946 
chinche noun '(jteiftm use 20m 

chin-chin used is a toast 11 mu 1 I 1 1 lutation to Chinese 
people, uk 1909 

chin-chin man noun a male homosexual us mo 

chinch pad noun 1 1 m pen I II irdin house or hotel 

chinchy adjective 1 cheap; parsimor. 1400 2 infested 

with bedbugs us mi 

chinee nouni 2 a Chinese 

meal, a Chinese take-away; a Chinese restaurant uk , 1934. 3 a 
Chinese petard gs igfi 

Chinee adjective of presumed Chinese origin us urn ► not in a 

chinee world ■ m the notion 

that Chinese language and culture are beyond-ijC((ftp®ft4usiort 

BARBADOS, 1992 

chinee brush noun a numbing liquid put on the penis to delay 
ejaculation WMDfipArX) tobago. 2003 
chinee bump noun a black woman's hair temporarily set in neatly 
aligned clumps to facilitate drying Jamaica, 19 % 
chinee shop noun nal ighbourh racer Imp whether 
owned by Chinese people or not Trinidad and tobago 2003 
Chinese noun 1 I work, especially 

hard work without payment us, mu. 2 a Chinese meal; a Chinese 
restaurant n> 1 3 3 a sum grocery store Bahamas, 1995. 

4 adulterated heroin uk m6 

Chinese verb in the circus or carnival, to perform heavy labour us. 


Chinese adjective lumbers on the 

ISte board us, 1947 >see: Chinese lacquered 

Chinese ace noun pilot h in i landin ith one wing 
lowered; a pilot who has a’-hspujation fbr Crashing planes on 
landing. After Chinese landing us, 192s 
Chinese auction noun a charity auction, in which a buyer is 
selected at rartdom <&r each item us m7 
Chinese burn noun 1 rment inflicted I rasping a victim's wrist 
or forearm in both hands and twisting the skin harshly in opposite 
directions. Children's slang for a juvenile cruelty, known in the UK, 
Canada and Australia, May also be used as a verb uk 19X 
Chinese copy noun a tepi In 1 n I 1 ipture the original's 
defects as well as its strengths us, i# 

Chinese cure noun an all-natural treatment for the symptoms 
associated with withdrawal ffom«#in addiction us 1953 
Chinese cut noun 1 1 ricket 1 hatting 1 I hat unintentionally 
deflects the ball offthe inside edge oftfte bat uk m2 
Chinese cut verb : cut uk m2 

Chinese dolly noun 111 the television and film industries, a dolly on 
slanted tracks us, 

Chinese dominoes noun in road haulage, a load of bricks uk mi 

Chinese dragons noun tfiD'UK 2003 

Chinese eyed adjective squinting through tired eyes following the 
use of marijuana Described by racial stereotype us, 1998 

Chinese fashion adverb ng on their 

sides, the active male lying behind his partner us, igso 
Chinese fire drill noun 1 any situation in which confusion reigns. 
Frequent use in the Vietnam war1 is, 1 m. 2 a prank loved by gener- 
;®tjons of American yoy$i,'fri which a car full of people stops at a 
fled light and the passengers suddenly leap'ftam the car, run 
around it, and get back in as the light tumsgrepn US, m 
Chinese flush; Chinese straight noun in poker, a worthless hist 
approximating but not equalling a 1 ush 01 straight us, 1979 
Chinese gunpowder; gunpowder noun cement uk mi 
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Chinese lacquered; Chinese adjective extremely tired. Rhyming 
slang for knackered (extremely hied) Poson slang uk 2002 
Chinese lady noun a multiple eat toilet 1 lank 199. 

Chinese landing noun the typical angling of an aeroplane when it 
lands in Antarctica, with one wing low Humour based on the 
premise ttst 'one wing loW'tiss a certain Chinese mt 
Chinese molasses noun opium; heroin. I rom ihe appearance of 
opium rn art^ffy-stage of manufacture-us ms 
Chinese needlework noun 
Chinese red noun heroi%% me 

Chinese rocks noun 1 relatively pure heroin us, 1975. 2 crack cocaine 

Chinese rong noun a non-existent disease suffered by soldiers us, 1947 
Chinese rot noun 1 11 1 I 1 11 1 I 11 1 I use or sexually 

transmitted infection us raw 
Chinese screwdriver noun a hammer Australia, tm 


circumstances. While 'chinless’ may be an accurate physical 
description Of same figuratively it is seen to suggest a weakness of 
character^ im 

chin music noun gossip, idle conversation: u £$£ 

Chinook arch noun in esterr unad in archwa 1 I il 
forecasting the arrival of .Chinook winds Canada, i%4 
Chinook fever noun mi 1 1 1 ner 1 sort of ill-ease 

like spring fever, during warm winter days caused by cfi'ihook 

’Winds CANADA, 1963 

chin pubes noun -,:>a - se facia hair us, 1995 

chinstrap noun ► on your chinstrap extremely tired. Military. Also 
occasionally, but not military, 'on your nose' uk, 1995 
chintz noun a Cheapskate Cdl 1949 >see: chinch 

chintzy adjective / UK, 1902 

chinwag nouni 2 1 chat, a 

conversation uk im 


Chinese speed noun ginseng uk ilr@ 

Chinese Texan noun r darn 11 mi 1 In -1 Toronto usage 
CANADA. 2002 

Chinese tobacco noun opium us„ 1951 
ching nouni in betting, odds of 5-1 uk 1991. 2 five pounds (£5). 
ISndon $irjg uk 2000 

ching and a half noun in betting, odds of 11-2. In bookmaker 
slang ching is 5-1 here the addition of a half increases the odds 
5)4-1 or 11 - 2 ok ' 

chingazos noun ii it 111 bl Border 1 1 11 used in English 
conversation by Mexican-Americans us 1991 
ching! ching! ching! 11 I 1 1 I nptive pre ion of the speed 
of a quick succession ol events Echoic of bells ringing uk 1974 
chinger verb to umble; t mplair 1 II hence, to deter a 
prospective customer Used by market traders uk 1979 
chingon noun in in ! tant per n; a leader ler Spanish used in 
’ iffigfeh convbrsstron by Mexican-Americans us 1974 
chingua adjective [>see: CHINKER 

chink noun ► another push and you’d have been a chink used 
insultingly as a slur on the morals of the subject’s mother 
impelling that she would have sex with anyonfepf -any rape uk mi 
Chink nouni 1 ng-ching', the 

phonetic interpretation of a Chinese courtesy, adopted as a racist 
term, now obsolete; this abbreviated, still derogatory, variation is 
much used KfShtain and the US. Variants are 'Chinkie' and 
'Chinky' us, i878. 2 a Vietnamese person us 1970 
Chink adjective 1 Chinese us, 197,7. 2 Vietnamese us 1970 
chinker; chikwa; chinquaadyect/refive. From Italian cinque, via 
mid-C19 ligua franca uk 19 96 

chinki-chonks; chinky-chonks noun the Chinese, or Asian people 
In general. A derogatory or patronising term, playing on chink and 
chinkie in algSffon which suggests a drunken coinage ok 197s 
Chinkie; Chinky; Chink noun 1 n In 1 hinese origin; a 
general description of anything perceived to originate In the Far 
fist. Sofisitimes spelt (with contemptuous famfjpty) with a lower 
case 'c' Australia, u/4. 2 a Chinese meal; a Chinese take-away os 

chinkie munchy shop noun a Chinese restaurant or take-away uk 
chink ink noun in 1 1 I ill ink u I 1 il reats to mark cards 

chinks noun a small I 1 0 in hing si 1 up grudgingly Grenada, 199s 

chinky noun a small firecracker us, 1997. >see: chinkie 
chinky adjective 1 parsimonious Barbados, 191,7. 2 small trinidad and 
TOBAGO. 1956 

Chinky speed noun gin$bbg.t/K' ism 

chinless wonder noun 1 1 ii; | 1 I nan h 1 naive or foolish; 
Or is considered to be'^fsfi-by virtue of his privileged 


chinwag verb to chat, to converse ok i 920 

chin-whiskered adjective A 

logging term us. 1930 

chip noun 1 here >w the market 

norm us. 1974. 2 a shi ling Hence, 1 ialf a ci up (6d) uk 1950. 3 in 
games of chance; aCbunter that represents a monetary value us 
1840. 4 a cash register us. 1950. s a ch/polata sausage. Usually used in 
the plural. Noted by Anthony -Burgess in a letter to Partridge, 1967 
uk 1967. 6 a quarrel Australia, la/. 7 a small surfboard made from 
lightweight balsa wood. Also known as a 'potato chip’ us, 1964 
chip verb 1 to use-I i- ( i".1 ill "it gi ill Applied to all 

narcotics but especially heroin us raw. 2 to depart, to go uk 1994. 

3 to find fault with someone; to reprimand someone Australia, 
i9i5. 4 in shuffleboard, to barely touch another disc us, 1957. 

► chip the ivories to take part in casual conversation us, 194 5. 

► chip your teeth it 2 to talk 

incessantly us 1973 

Chip; Chippie; Chippy noun r member ot I - alifornia Highway 
Patrol. Thanks to the 1977-1983 television series CHiPSus, 1977 
chip along; chip in verb in poker, to make the minimum bet 
required us 19m 

chip back vert to rebate an amount, to discount an amount. 

Second-hand car-dealers' use uk ms 
chip dip noun enabling him 

to steal chips as he he pfu y s ides a pi e of chips in a poker game 
•fa the winner us 19m 

chip head noun a computer enthusiast us 1993 
chip in verb 1 to contribute to an undertaking; to make a contri¬ 
bution us, 1861. 2 to interpose smart y in a conversation, discussion 
® Speech, occasionally, by sodoing, to interfere us cm 
chip off the old block noun meone th the rme character as a 
parent; someone with inherit! d characteristics Originally ‘a chip 
of the same (old): bfobk' uk m2 

chip on your shoulder noun 1 le nnce 1 ense of inferiority 
which Is often manifested in defiance or ill-humoured behaviour. 
Derives, protatty, from juvenile conflict: when two boys were 
determined to fight, a chip of wood was placed on the shoulder of 
one, ami, tip other challenged to knock it off US. mss 
chippernouni r chip shot 21 rsional non-habit- 

ual drug-user us. me. 3 in prison, an illegal tinder boxuK mo 
chipper adjective well, fit, lively us im 

chippy adjective 1 impudent uk me. 2 quarrelsome, dirty, rough uk 
isos. 3 unwell, especially as a result of drinking alcohol; hungover 

chippy; chippie noun 1 a (isnmnd-ehip shopuK mi. 2a person who 
uses addictive drugs occasiona v without developing a habit us. 

1924 . 3 a mode 4 -oman, usually 

of loose morals, al times a semi-professiona prostitute us im. sa 
carpenter Also in the reduced form 'chips’ m 6 cocaine uk 
1998. 7 marijuana uk art 8 a person in a gambling casino who 
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tries to hustle or sleal chips us an3. 9 an inexperienced gambler 

us, ism >see: chip 

chippy; chippie verb 1 to be unfaithfu 1 ill s 1930 2 to use 
drugs occasionally and nr ularly to 

heroin US, tm 

chippy chaser noun a man obsessed with the seduction of women 

chippy joint; chippie joint noun a brothel us 1992 
chips nouni me 2 ut or serving as 

a watchman. If a school boy is smoking a cigarette in the toilet 
his friend will >see: CHIBS. 

► get your chips I li 1 1 I in employment ui t 

► have had your chips e finished or 

utterly defeated; to have been moved; to have been ruined to 
have been killed. Ulti mately from gambling symbolism uk ?» 

► in the chips 1 well funded 2 in f ker, winning us, 1988. 

► when the chips are down al the cucial moment us, m3 
chips and peas; chips noun the knees. Rhyming slang uk, 1998 
chips and salsa noun a computer's hardwareos'fSi; 

chips and whetstones noun odds and ends us. 1927 
chira noun mariju 1 1 | II I ided n irijuana Ouginally 

fSbuth American Spanish, 1998 
chiro nom a chiropm%$r'AUS tMm, rm 

chirp noun 1 a female singer us, cm. 2 a type of manipulation of a 
record 10 creale a musical effect Derives from the 'chirping 1 
sound that is created uk, 2002. 3 a quick use of cocaine us 1997 
chirp verb to make an exaggerated kissing sound us, mo 

chirpiness noun tness. The 

State of being chirpy uk, m 7 

chirps verb ategy for 

attemptddfieduction, to flirt uk 2004 
chirpy adjective always happy I rom the cheerful chirping ol 
songbirds uk mr 

chirrupy adjective cheerfully chattyiAj isos 
chisboy noun a pampered youth. Derogatory or disdainful teenage 
slang from the South African townships south Africa, 2003 
chisel noun ► on the chisel involved in a swindle us, 195 8 
chisel verb 1 to 2 nservative bets us, 


chisel charter noun 

chiseled adjective without fat well sculpted vs im 
chiseler noun 1 a cheat, a petty swindler us, ms. 2 a gambler who 
places small, conservative bets us, isso 
chislernoun a hardy child, usually a bay Ireland, 1993 
chismenoun p; rumour Border panisl 11,ed in English 
conversation by Mexita^Atnefic^ns.tfs: im 
chit noun a youthful-looking homosexual male us. ras7 
chitxerni" m >1 11 accepting responsbility for an item or 
amount of money us. 19m 
chitari noun marijuana-us, 20® 
chit-chat noun small talk uk rm 
chit-chat verb to engage in small talk UK W21 
Chitlin Circuit noun the notional collection of ghetto bars and 
nightclubs where black musicians perform in the hope Of having a 
hit that will launch them into better venues. A term attributed to 
black singer Lou Rawls us. m7 

Chitlins 101 noun 1 1 ilacl udi < 11 A derogatory term, 

drawingfiom Chitterlings', a dish made with pork innards us, r 99s 
Chi-town nickname Chicago, Illinois tii 3922 
chiv; chive; chiff noun a knife, a razor or other blade used as a 
cutting weapon 0 ; Romany origin ijk 1673 
chiv; chive verb 1 m r neone id 1 nife 1 ) razor Multiple 
variant spelling 1 1 li 1 1 ml hife Probably from 

'shive' (to slice bread), 1570 ; ■origiitjaUf seen in this sense as ‘chive’, 


ij| 25 ; chiv is not recorded until 1812 ; 'shiv' and 'sHfeware-C^ 
variations flat hark back tO;,f|j|; word's origins UK, m2 
chiva noun heroin From Hie Spanish of Mexican-Americans us, wsz 
chix noun a Pacific halibut under 4.5 kg Canada, 1989 
chiznouni in circus and carnival usage, a swindler. An abbreviation 
of chiseler us, i981. 2 an annoying occurrence or circumstance. 
From the verb chisel (to cheat) ui 19: . 3 the best us 1997 
Chizler noun a Chrysler car or engine us ra6s 
chol; chal; chaa! used for registering impatience, disdain $£'■' 
disappointmentj 4 M 4 /C 4 1827 

choad noun 1 the penis us 1968. 2 a person who is easily despised. 

Sometimes spelt 'chode' us ms 
choc noun i ch< late i h la irianl ire hoccy'and 
'chocky' uk iss6 . 2 a non-white, especially a' 1 African. A shortening 
of’chocolate’ that is both derogatory and offensive south Africa, 
1978. 3 a person of Mediterr; nean or Middle Eastern background. 
Short for chocolate frog. Offensive Australia, .«>«/;-' 
choc beer noun 1 unfilterei ile e 11 I fruitier than tra- 
ditional beer, brewed ifttjfelahoma From the Choctaw Indians, 
who are said to have taught immigrant Batons the recipe feisthe 
beer us, 1954 

choccy noun a cough after chocolate has been in the mouth uk 2003 
choccy! 1 1 1 1 ng api rl uk 2003 

chocha noun the 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 panish us 2002 
chock noun home 111 1 1 1 1 I 1 i al >hol us 1972 

chockablock; chocka adjective jammed close together, crammed 
From eft na6®sil slang urt im 
chock-a-block (up) adjective (of a ifiart) with the ftfjfe entirely 
inserted into a sexual partner Australia, 19m 
chocker; chocka adjective 1 

2 disgruntled, fed up From 'chock-full' (crammed full) or, more 
likely, chockablock (crammei'lMlI), the variant spellings lend 
credence to tide, latter ux. 1942 

chockers noun feet Market traders' slang uk 1979 
chockers adjective 1 npl I lull 1 2 (of a man) with 

fhe penis entirely inserted into a sexual partner Australia, 1975 
chocko; choconouni in 1 “i 1 1 I rranean or Middle 

Eastern background An abbreviation of chocolate frog with the 
'-o' suffix. Offensive Australia, usu 2 a conscripted soldier or 
militiaman who r-emairi^,m ftiisttalra and did not fight overseas. 
Sfcrld War 2 ; from chocolate soldier. In World War 1 the term 
was simply 'choc' Australia, 1943 
chocks away! I the wooden 

blocks that were used to stop an aircraft's wheels from rolling; to 
take the chocks away allowed the plane to take off uk, 1943 
choco-fan noun heroin, !%:iaag 

chocoholic noun i per i io is excessively f i id of chocolate 

AUSTRALIA, 1989 

chocolate noun i 2 itamines uk 2003. 

3 opium us, 1992. 4a twenty rand banknote. Urban, especially 
township slang, from the-b^itfkSatJl’i^tb^ not e south Africa, 

w 5 see: CHOCOLATE 

fudge, chocolate Thai. ► in the chocolate in considerable 
trouble, A euphemism for in the shit uk ms 
chocolate adjective of African heritage iis, im 
chocolate bobby noun a 0 1 1 mu 11 j 1 - iff er Used by lower- 
ranking police UK 1981 

chocolate box adjective in ill I cribing a sen mental or romantic 
style such as you might expect on a chocolate box. Generally used 
with reproach if not with a degree of contempt uk, 1901 
chocolate boxey adjective in the decorative arts, sentimentally 
romadtte UKi im 

chocolate bunny noun a t mi 1 1 11 pr titut h > favoured black 
American soldiers ovecowhite American soldiers us, mi 
chocolate button noun an attractive or petite black peso: 
Patronising and offensive UK 2cm 
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chocolate canal noun the m i n illected li mi ig an extensive 
'Survey of Slew Zealand prison slang,-. 1996-2000 new Zealand, 200Q 
chocolate chip cookies noun MDMA, the recreational drug best 
known as ecstasy, mixed with heroin or methadone uk 2002 
chocolate chips noun 1 rms us, 1991.2 a 

type of LSD marketed in brown capsules uk 1998. 3 a variety of 
MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy uk. 2003 
chocolate drop noun 1 a black person. Offensive us 1900. 2 a girl 
below the age of sexual consent who regu ar y has sex with 
seamen uk, 1971 

chocolate ecstasy noun crack < ne I lent e< vith chocolate milk 
po mist during processing u$„ mz 

chocolate frog noun 1 a person of Mediterranean or Middle Eastern 
background. Rhyming si; ng for woo. Offensive Australia, 1971. 2 a 
police informer Rhyming slang for dog. A chocolate frog is a 
popular confectionary Australia, ri# 
chocolate fudge; chocolate noun a judge, especially one who 
shows leniency. Rhym ng s any, gently punning on the judge's 
sweet nature or a sweet (excellent) result c/x r 992 
chocolate hearts noun a variety of LSE >;mi 
chocolate highway noun lire anus and rectum us, 1977 
chocolate rock noun a blend of crack cocaine and heroin that is 
'smokSdi-ap; 

chocolate rocket noun ci 1 I nn nd I ith chocolate milk 
powder during processing us, tm 

chocolate soldier noun 1 1 0 11I 1 1 1-11 1 ilian militia during 

World War 2 who#d’(not serve in a.theatre of war. Derogatory 

AUSTRALIA, 1943 

chocolate starfish noun jheand| A visual fan'ore isa? 

chocolate Thai; chocolate thi; chocolate noun a variety of 
fiferijuana uk ms 

chocolate time noun i u 'I u I if the menstrual cycle us, 2001 

chod noun the penis uk 

choggy shop noun I 1 111 1 he need 1 etvicemen and 

women Military t/rc, ms 
chogi noun a Korean worker us, mi 
chogie! move out of here! Korean war usage us, m2 
choice noun in horse racing, the favoured horse in a race us mo 
choice adjective excelfert us. isss 

choice! 1 'i 1 in rang app il 1 Zealand ms 
choiceamundo adjective excellent us, wi 
choirboy noun 1 a novice criminal us. cos 2 a newly initiated 
member of a youth gang us i9S6. 3 a newly recruited police officer 
uk, 1 996. 4a prisoner who informs on others. I rorn the sense of'to 
sing' (to inform). Collected during an extensive survey of New 
Zealand-poSon slang, 1996-2000 new zmmpizooo 
choir practice noun ii ift hour ithering of policemen, 
involving liberal amounts of alcohol and sex, us'ualJy in a rem 
PWfeptatk- ?sb$ 

choke nouni a swallow or drink of alcohol us. 1958. 2 an artichoke of 
either Jerusalem or globe variety. The punning 'have hearty 
chokes for breakfast (to be hanged) dates from 1785; it is difficuft 
to be more accurate with this greengrocers' usage uk mu 3 a 
Mexican-American. Derogatory. A shortened form of chili choker 
us, 1990. 4 a garotting Australia, m3, sa nervous shock; something 

choke verb 11> 1 et pe II in the im; 1 ti eus. i9tx, 2to faiI 
to perform under pressurr us 3 to prevent a horse from 
winning a race. Strictly, and originally, by pulling back on the reins 
so strongly that the horse is almost choked uk 1902. 4in 
computing, to rejecl data input us. mi. 5 to borrow something; to 
scrounge something; lo beg Fiji, 1993. 6 to turn off a light US, mo. 

7 to drink someth 1 ju I ► choke a darkie 

to defecate. Also 'strangle a darkie', and 'sink ,1 darkie' or 'teach a 
darkle to swim 1 1 n a flush toilet ►choke 

the chicken 1 (of a ma e) to masturbate us. 1976. 2 (of a male) to 


ma r turbate with the rdrer rlir indi ms agency of autoerotic 
strangulation or suffocation uk oau. ► choke the Chihuahua (of 
a male) to masturbate ► choke your chauncy (of a 

male) to masturbate us urn. ► choke your mule (of a male) to 
rtiasturbate us, m2 

choke adjective many. Hawaiian youth usage us; ecu 
choke and chew noun a roadside restaurant us. im 
choke and puke noun a restaurant ith bad 1 it low prices us 

chokecherry farmer noun an unsuccessful farmer Canada, i987 
choked adjective emotionally upset, annoyed. The sense of 'a lump 

frtjsptff throat’ uk raw 

choked down adjective 1 (0 icing difficulty 

breathing during a -ace us 1 94. 2 well-dressed us i9so 
choked off adjective disgusted, fed-up uk 1980 
choke down verb 1 e u elf II in )l h I Irinl 
despite any difficulty with taste or capacity uk im 
choked up tight adjective dressed up, especially with button-down 
collars us, 1976 

choke off verb to punish or berate a prisoner. Prison officer slang, 
fforrt military origins uk m2 

choke out verb to render someone unconscious through a choke 
'•Japld that cuts off cerebral blood flow at the carotid artery in the 
neck, usually applied with a police officer's baton across the throat 

choker noun a necktie us, 194s 

choke rag noun a necktie us iw 

choke up verb to lose your composure; to totter on the verge of 
tsars us. mi 

chokey adjective BAGO, 2003 

chokey; choky noun i i , 11 i H-ntu i el i segregation unit. 
From Hindustani chauki (a four-sided place or building) uk i837. 

2 the time spent in a prison segregation unit; the punishment 
itself uk 1996. 3 a prison diet of bread and water, served as 
.punishment uk bss 

Chokie adjective e crew on a 

Royal Fleet Auxiliary vessel during the Falkteftijs war. The variation 
'chogey' is remembered by Beale as g$§ny usage iif'fipog Kong 
$|ring the 1960s m, m2 

choking adjective i 2 desperate for 

a cigarette, a drink, sex 01 whatever may bring relief or satisfaction 

chokkas noun shoes. From chockers (feet). English gypsy use uk 2000 
cholly noun coCaffie us 1970 

cholonounayoim 1 1 Ii I 1 1 1 - 11 11 1 t 1 Hi Spanish used 
in English conversation by Mexican-Americanfe u$ mi 
chomeur noun in Quebei r per n receiving unempl nent 
insurance .benefits Canada, ms 
chomo noun afoffSd molester us. mz 
chomp verb to: eat us, im 

chompers noun 1 the teeth; false teeth us mo. 2 a snack or meal 

ANTARCTICA, 1963 


chong adjective good-looking, hand me Used by urban black youths 


chonga noun marijuana uk 2002 

choo-choo noun a train I ormed from the child's imitation of a 
steam whistleus. ;®8 

choof verb i i team train 

in stories (or children Australia 1947. 2 to smoke marijuana 

AUSTRALIA, 2000 

choof off verb to depart, to 

ChOOk! iUA, 1903 

chook; chookie; chuckie nouni an ad.ill domestic chicken, male 
'tipfemafedfirst appearing irtfAgstralia in t|%pm;inutive form 
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chookas! | chopstick 


'chuckey' this word is imitative of the cluck of the hen but also 
owes something to 'chicken 1 . In general use in British dialect from’ 
£18 as chuck, chuke, and the diminutive chookie, chucky, where it 
was also used as a term of endearment from the Cl 9 Australia, 
irn. 2 a slaughtered chic ken dressed for cooking; a cooked chicken 
AUSTRALIA. 1948. 3 cooker chicken meat Australia 1945. 4a woman, 
especially an elderly woman Australia, ms. 5 a fool Australia. 1955. 

6 a coward. A variation of chicken Australia. 1997. ► choke the 
chook; milk the chook (of a male) to masturbate. Variant of 
choke the chicken. Australia, 1999. ► I hope your chooks turn 
into emus and kick your dunny down I wish you bad luck 
Australia. 197. ► like a chook with its head chopped off; like 
a chook without a head without rhyme or reason. A variant of 

HEADLESS CHICKEN AUSTRALIA, 1983 

chookas! used l i ishing in ictor good lu Actors are, by tra- 
' Aion, superstitious, and to actually wish an actor 'good luck' In 
so many words is thought to be tempt®§ fate; this abstract (der¬ 
ivation unknown) or surreal benediction was used by Evan 
Dunstan, an Australian theatrical agent in Edfj#ad$uring the 
1980sApaikt», ffisi 

chook chaser noun i nil n i i e or it ider A derogatory 
term used by larger motorcycles Australia, 1996 

chookhouse noun :kens Australia, ms 

chookie noun a fool Australia, mss. ► will you chookie! you will 
not!; used for emphasising a contradiction of a preceding 
statement ; L^SpSpL4/ya re8» 
chook poop noun chicken manure Australia, mo 
chook raffle noun a raffle to raise money for charity offering a 
dressed chicken as a prize austraua, 1979 
chook wheel noun >egs used for a 

chook raffle Australia, mi 

chookyard noun an enclosed yard for domestic chickens Australia, 

choom noun an Englishman Representing a toney English 
pronunciation of chum. Used jocularly and mildly derisively 
Ausrk&j&istti' 

choon noun within h ise and ther n n [ ra dance styles, a 
piece of recorded music. A mispronounced and misspelt 'tun# t& 


choose verb (of a prostitute) to agree to work for a pimp us, 1972 
choosing money noun the money a prostitute pays a pimp to join 
his fold us. 1972 

chop nouni don i ll ii -ml i mni 14 2 approval US. 1992 . 

3 a share or division of something Australia, 1919. 4ascathing, 
cutting remark or joke us me-. 5 a short and sudden type of 
'sprateK (a manipulation of a record to create a musical effect) tg, 
2002. 6a wood-chopping contest Also known as a ‘chops' austraua. 
mo. 7 food. US mi itary usage during the Vietnam warns m2. 8a 
dolt, an idiot a fool ► have had the chop to 

be no good; t< ► no chop no good, 

inferior. From the conventional sense 0' 'chop' as 'class, rank or 
quality' implied in 'first chop', 'second chop", etc Australia, ism. 

► not much chop 1 

ttdian 'chop' (quality) Australia. 1847 
chop verb 1 in car and motorcyle customising, to lower the upper 
portion of the car body 01 motorcyle by shortening the structural 
supports us, 1953. 2 to cut a car into pieces us 1953. 3 to go into 
action as a soldier. Extended from the sense 'to shoot' uk 2001. 4to 
kill someone uk, 2001. 5 10 execute someone by hanging them. 
Prison use, probably dating,from the time when the axe was tfes.c 
preferred method of official execution. Capital punishment was 
abolished in the LJK in 1965 uk 1950. 6 lo shoot someone to death 
US, 1933. 7 to appr II Inn 8 1 id.iterate a powdered 

drug us, 1970. 9 in handball, to add spin to the ball when hitting it 
us. 1970. 10 (of dice in a crap game) to pass once and then not pass 
us, 1981. 11 in motor racing, to pul sharply in front of another car 
us. 19 65. ► chop it up 1 energy us. 2004. 

► chop sin ► chop ten to 

sit with your leg cr i as other 1 ► chop the 

clock to reset 1 ehicle mileom er ( iomete inn reduced 


measure us, 1931. ► chop wood to drive off a road or motorway 
into a tree us, m2. ► chop your gums to engage in idle talk us. 

chop-chop noun 1 food us, 1951. 2 a meal. Used by UN troops in the 
Korean war, 1950-53. 5 0 3 oral sex performed on a man. From 
the vocabulary of Vietnamese prostitutes, taken and used by U$ 
soldiers us, 1990. 4 trade union factionalism us. nos s loose-leaf 
tobacco sold illegally Australia, 2001 
chop-chop verb during the Korean war, tp gafyj mi 
chop-chop advert immediately; in an instant Pidgin or mock pidgin, 
sometimes used as an imperative uk 1830 
chop-chop square nickname 1 I irge qua in R idh, Saudi Arabia, 
that, on a Friday, is the chosen site for public execution by 
beheadlftj|((with a sword) of those'the state has .sentenced. tp> 
death, 2001 

chop house noun a restaurant us, 1950 
chop out verb to separate a dose of powdered cocaine uk, 2002 
chopped adjective i u i u i i i icated 2 ugly (' 1993 

chopped and channeled adjective (of a car) modified by cutting 
larger windows and lowering the body 0' die chassis frame, 
producing a slec«.ci profile that hugs the road us; its© 
chopped liver noun 1 the vagina uk sun 2 something of no 
consequence us, 1954 

chopped off adjective annoyed, angry us, 1*3 
chopped rag noun a parachute which has been altered. Vietnam 
war usage us mi 

chopped top noun a hot rod that has had its roof removed us rear 
chopper noun 1 a helicopter us, mi. 2 a modified motorcyle with an 
emphasis on function, not form, usually featuring high handlebars. 
From chop us, i960. 3 a bicycle modified wild an emphasis on 
function, not form, usually fe; turing high handlebars uk 1977. 4the 
penis uk 1973. 5 a machine gun 1 is. 1129. 6 a pistol us 1957. 7 a 
hacksaw; a hacksaw blade us 150 8 a loggei or lumberjack us, ms. 

9 an elderly sow 01 boat suitable to be turned into pork sausages 
10 therthan a 

dairy WfeA ustralia, 1987. 11 a deer-skin mitten with a wool mitten 
Insert. Michigan Upper Peninsula usage us, 2003. 12 a car taken in 
part-exchange. Second-hand c, 1 dealers' slang uk 1905. I3aticket 
taker us, i960. 14 a bad me I compositors. 

N'9:.l ! 0hfgr tat use) by 1960 is? isS 

chopper verb to t 111 1 1 1 id tg by he pte From chopper (a 

'(||licopter) us, 190s 

chopper coppers noun fha | h in heli 1 Quoted as a term 
used by residents of Berkeley, California us mo 
chopper jockey noun a helicopter pilot or crew member us, 1900 
choppers noun 1 the teeth us, 1944. 2 the female legs us, m3 
choppy noun a choppy wave. Surfers' use, reported by Barry Prentice, 
1984 AUSTRALIA, 11984 

choppy adjective i i i i i i inn- i [ In i ig a rough ride 
us, 1975. 2 in autombile racing, describing abrupt movements in 
vertical wheel displacement us ra; > 3(o1 a temperature chart) 
irrteyea. Hospital nurse# useix mi 
chop-ride noun itest-fli In i e amine pil i uitabilityto 
continue flying, lo (ail the test would result in the chop uk 1979 
chops noun 1 the teeth r mouth 2 mi 1 d ability us ,» 

3 an ability; a technique Extends the ski led sense of jazz 'chops' 
us, 2002. 4 the female legs us 1900 

chops vert to talk. Adapted from chops (the mouth), hence 'to use 
the mappES? mo 

chop shop noun . 1 ( repair shop here si len cars are altered 
or parts are stripped foi sale separately us ms 
chopsocky noun orie ii 1 martial id lo ludget martial arts films. 
Probably a blend 0! chop sue a (a popular Chinese dish) and sock 

(tOMf US 1978 

chops on verb to talk and talk. A variation of chops ; ik 2000 
chopstick noun a South Asian person Offensive us raso 




chopsticks | Christmas 
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chopsticks noun i the number i Rhyming slang uk iw 2 mutual, 
simultaneous masturbation. I rom ihe crossing of hands in the 
pi®Wff[|£sf 'Chopsticks'US Ml 
chop suey ad/ect/Ve mixed u[ Hi liian uth i ge 
chopsy adjective loquacious, too talkative uk mi 
choptop noun a crewcut haircut us. im 
chop-up noun a division of ptunder4us#i^ 1966 
chor noun a thief fiji, m? 

chorals; corals noun a central nervous system depressant, especially 
ctyocsl hydrate us. tm 

chorb noun a spot, a pimple. School slang south Africa. 1970 
chord-ially used as a humorous closing In letters between singers 

chordy adjective stolen. Prom Romany c dr (to steal) uk, 1979 
chore verb 1 to steal omethir 1 III 1 e tiom original 

Romany cor uk, 1979. 2 to arrest, someone uk 2000 
chorer noun a#ji^$%i|^‘#rom chore (to steal) uk im 
chore whore noun an assistant uk 19% 
chorine noun a member of a theatrical chorus us, 1922 
choro verb to steal something fi® re® 
chorrie; tjorrie noun a near-derelict car south Africa, mi 
chorus and verse; chorus noun 1 nor, the backside. 

Glasgow rhyming slang (reliant on the local accent) for arse uk 2002 
chossel noun a)tgl : flffi£fi(} BARBADOS. 1996 
chota noun the f ice; a ice officer i er panish used in 
!gf*gte6 conversation by Mexican-Americans us, 1974 
chovies noun anchovies us. is* 
chow noun food US. 18S6 


Chow noun a Chin person l \s'we Australia, im 

Chow adjective him M I . » 

chow used as a greeting and as a farewel A variation of ciao 
Recorded in this spelling in a 1961 letter to Partridge from 
jfifetotes Bentley noting its popularity as aformjspfboth salutation 
and goodbye, and particularly at the Royal College of Art urc mi 

chowderhead noun a fool uk, ms 

chow down verb 1 1 j, then spread 

Into widespread, if affected, use ( is, 1 -1: . 2 to perform oral sex us, 

chow for now goodbye. An intentional corruption of the Italian 

mau$;, m 

chow hall noun a ssJiqaj’.cafttefiafi^ 6 ^ 
chowhound noun an enthusiastic eater us. ntt 
chowmeinery noun in qircusffpicarnival usage, a Chinese 
restaurant us. mi 

chow miaow noun Inn I mi in 1 enow as food gener¬ 

ally, a Chinese'pasoni; and a shortening of chow mein (itself .a root 
for the sense of chow as 'food') with a convenient rhyme'to- 
suggest catmeat is a staple ingredientAosw/A 195s 
Chriggy; Chriggie noun Christmas A variation of chrissy that was 
recorded in 1984 but has since disappeared withoutftrafie UK 1934 
Chrimbo; Chrimble; Crimble noun 20 or 

Chrissakel; chrisake! Christ's sake! uk im 
chrissie noun a chrysanthemum Australia, 1977 
Chrissy; Chrissie noun Christmas Australia, 1966 
Christ adjective used as an adjectival mtensifier Bahamas, 1982 
Christ! used as a register of anger, frustration, wonder etc. 

Blasphemous by derivation, probably blasphemous in use uk 1748 
Christ almighty! 1 ^ 1 1 1 1 m nger, fru nation wonder, 
etc. Blasphemous by derivation, probably blasphemous in use pa 


Christ almighty wonder noun 1 person 0 1- n il able talent; such 
a person who is very aware of how specia hie or she Is; an 
asounding event. A combination of the exclamation Christ 
almighty! with 'wonder' (an outstanding uk mi 

christen verb 1 II something by a 

particular name. Aftei the Christian tradition uk m2. 2 to use 
something for the first time uk, a.w. ► christen the queen to 
u ri nate Australia. 1985 

christer noun ) all, whether 

they wish, to hearoNpUgi mi 

Christian adjective (of a person) decent; (of a thing) civilised, decent, 
respectable, MSrly use the sense was human as opposeatcrani- 
mal. Contemporary use tends towards irony m 1577 

Christians in Action nickname I Intelligence Agency. 

Reverse engineered frdtffiif'fhe agency's-iratials us, 1992 

Christina noun >see: CRISTINA 

Christine noun 1 hi h m 1 1 1 used a i personification of 

methamphetamine powder us •• 2cocaine Another in a long 
series of personifications of drugs based on the drug’s-fet letter 


Christ-killer noun fensive uk mi 

Christless adjective cursed, damned us, ism 

Christmas! used as a mild expletive. A euphemistic evasion of 

Christmas card noun 1 in lu 1 I ig | ling Ictus raze 2 a 
guard, espe ►off your 

Christmas card list; not on your Christmas card list used as 
an expression of displeasure low, rds someone A jocular threat, 
«iten ' n verb form: 'to cross someone off your ChriftfSis card list' 


Christmas cheer; Christmas noun beer uk 1992 

Christmas crackers noun Hw icle I ming lang for knackers 


Christmas dinner noun a wiftfiSE Rhyming slang uk 1992 
Christmases noun ► like all your Christmases have come at 
once very happy, delighted uk 1993 
Christmas hold noun a ti ihl ng 1 11 ther esticles That is,'a 
handful of huts' Australia. 1950 
Christmas kitty noun a holiday bonus bbequec^,?!^ 

Christmas log noun 1 1 ng greyhouni Rhyming slang for 'dog' uk 


Christmas present noun in tiddlywinks, a stroke of good luck us, 1977 
Christmas roll noun a multi-colourei 1 rtment of barbiturate 

capsules us ssa - 

Christmas shopping; Christmas shop; Christmas noun of a 

male, masturbation Rhyming slang for strop(ping) uk 1992 
Christmas tree noun 1 1 if ule im I irbital sodium and 
secobarbital sodium (trade name Tuinal™),a cpfnbrinab'an of 
central nervous system depressants us, 2 an assortment of 
multi-coloured pills us 1192. 3 marijuana Draws a parallel between 
two plants that, appear al times of celebration us, 1927. 4 in drag 
racing, an electronic starting device consisting of a set of lights us. 
1970. sa bank of red and green-coloured ights that are part of an 
instrument panel us 1945. 6 in the car sales business, a car loaded 
with accessories and gadgets us, 1953. 7 in trucking, a tractor trailer 
embellished with many extra running lights os 1971. s in oil 
drilling, the collection of equipment at the top of an oil well us. 

1925. 9 in the television and fi n industries, a cart used for storing 
and carrying lighting equipmenl us. u/r. 10 in Ihe television and 
iffltrt industries, a stand with more than one light mounted.bn it 
us 1987. 11 in railway terminology, a coloured light signal uk. 1970. 

12 a woman who over-dresses 01 over-uses cosmetics us. i960. 

13 the knee. Rhyming slang; the plural is 'Christmas trees' uk ms. 

14 in electric line work, a pole-mounted auxiliary arm used for 

hoisting a con I 15 e of fishing 

gear with many lines, hooks, and pegs attat hed Canada, 1980. 

► (just) come down off the Christmas tree foolish, inexperi¬ 
enced, gullible uk 1999. ► lit up like a Christmas tree ipzfifig; 

.ieSpteri|fcjipUSTfi4t/A 1962 






a bike!; Jesus Christ on a bike! | chuck wagon 


Christ on a bike!; Jesus Christ on a bike! used as. at register of 
shock or amazement US, ras6 

Christ on a boogie board! 

Christ on a crutch! used for expressing exasperation us, ms 
Christopher Lee no™ urine; urination; an act of urination. 
Rhyming slang for pee or wee, formed on the name of British film 
actor Christopher Lee (b.1922) UK, ism 
Chris Wren noun a fifty p ur i te An illust ition ofSir 
Christopher Wren,, architect, 1632-f?t3, featured on Bank of 
I rg und €50 notes from 1981 (Mmx 
chrome nouni in i mputing ii ) itur that attract buyers 
but add little functionally us, 1991. 2 the besl, judged in terms of 
appearance; the hinie t example ► sit on chrome of a 

•far to have alloy wheels UK axs 

chrome verb in hot rodding, to add chrome features to a car us, urn 
chrome dome noun 1 a bald man; a bald head us, m2. 2 a fibre 
helmet used between April and October in Vietnam to protect 
soldiers from the sun Alumimcupi pamt gave rise to the 'chrome’ 

V$; mi 

chrome-plated adjective rfcely uressed High school student usage, 
borrowing from car vocabulary us, mi 
chrome to the dome noun a pistol held to the head us. ms 
chromie noun a chromed wheel, popu ai with hot rodders us, ms 
chromonouni 1 fen lie pr< til ite From hn lithograph', a type 
of painted lithographic picture, referring to the 'painted' (i.e. 
made-up) faces of prostitutes Australia m3. 2 anything that is 
inexpensive, shoddy or inifef}#f,ui 7934 
chrondo noun potent marijuana A blend of chronic and indo us 


chroned out adjective nil- in fr 1 1 in erus 2001 
chronic noun 1 | tent marijuana. A i popi irised in hip-hop 
usage, 'The Chronic' by W’i&fe (1992) is one of the biggest-seiling 
rap albums of all time us. 119. 2 marijuana mixed with crack 

$SCaiIj« 1998 

chronic adjective i i imi bar >bje ii in ill- evere, unpleasant. 

From the conventiona medical sense uk, i860. 2 very good us. 199s 
chronic bubonic noun marijuana that is more potent than simple 
'chronic' or simple ikfeonic' us. am 
Chrycon/rtnumethe Chrysler Corporation, a car manufacturer us, 1993 
chub nouni 2 the penis us, 

chub verb to smuggle Her 

Oontraband up the anus uk j* 
chub-a-dub noun an act of masturbation Canada, 2002 
Chubb; Chubb up verb lo I >r. From the well- 

known branded lock UK iaso 
chubbies noun large female breasts-ws >964 

chubby nouni an overweight man as a homosexual object of desire 
us i97). 2 an erection us 1997 

chubby adjective 111 | I Hid ect UK, 2003 

chubby-chaser noun a person who is sexually attracted to 
overweight people us r tm ' ' 

chubster noun 1 1 11 eight pe 1 I 1 1 1 n entional 'chubby' 

(overweight/fat) uk, 002. 2 the penis us, 1997 
chuc; chukenoun 1 I In 1 m Mexi 11 American with a 
highly stylised sense of fashion and a specialised idlomt They; 
Pachuco was the Mexican zoot-suiter of the 1940s, and his legacy 
is seen today in Mexican-American culture. The teeM jan be used 
either as a term of pride or as a term of derision us. m3 
chuck noun 1food 2 nil t 3 a white man. A 

diminutive of Charles or Charlie ( is, ms. 4 the Viet Cong ns, mi. 

5 a throw a to ii i lIn ..I i i 

6 a shove that lea i i fight ► give it a chuck 

to stop, to desist. Often as an imperative uk- Scotland, 1984 


chuck verb i to vomit Australia, 1957. 2 lo throw something uk, 1593. 

3 to throw something away, lo discard something us, 1911. 4 to 
throw a case out of court Police slang uk 1970. s to dismiss 
someone, to reject someone; to jilt someone Australia, 1932. 6 to 
eat excessively wher being withdrawn from drug dependence us, 

1966. 7 to forget Also 'chuck it’ us, 1947. ► chuck a Charley; 
chuck a Charlie to have a St of temperxiusrwtM, ms. ► chuck 
a dummy to feign ,111 diners 0- injury us 1992. ► chuck a 
mental to losa ir temper ind m ure in a manner that 
suggests emotir 11 I 1 1 1 1 il 1 1 ► chuck a seven 

1 to have a fit of tempei f rom the langauage of dice-playing 
Australia, 1945. 2 lo die. I rom the game of craps, dr which to throw 
a seven (exc< ► chuck 

a six; chuck a sixer i have a I temper, f m dice-playing 
Australia, ms. ► chuck a willy to have a fit of temper Australia, 
ms. ► chuck a wing-ding to feign a seizure while in prison in 
the hope of obtaining drugs in treatment us, ow. ► chuck your 
weight about; chuck your weight around to behave in an 
unpleasant, domineering way; to bully someone uk 1909. ► chuck 
yourself about; chuck yourself into something to itrip* 
about energetically uk mss 
chuck and jam adjective 

chucked adjective acquitted rrom chuck (lo ihrow a case out of 
.eburfj uk 1950 

chucker noun in cri ket 1 ler wh is apt to throw the ball uk m2 
chucker-out noun a man emp oyed lo keep out and get rid of 
unwanted jjflfons; a teuficer uk 1 m 
chucker-outer noun a bouncer Australia, ms 
Chuck Fuck noun a man of no real significance US, 1997 
chuck horrors noun the painful 


.addict 

chuckie noun >see: chook 


chuck in verb 1 1 et rid 1 m hin ird something, tc 

quit something ux 1944. 2 to contribute something Australia, 190 
3 to include something as an extra Australia, ixs 


n cricket, art illegal act of tbrp.w)n : i s ,!8i|'.bowling, as; 


chucking™ 

ball UK 1995 r 

chucking-out noun an ejection, especially from a premises uk mi 
chucking-out time noun closing time in a public house or other 
licensed premises. An image of forced Section uk .1909 
chuck it down verb to rain, hail or snow, very heavily. Sometimes 
elaborated gSyfor example, 'chuck it down with rain' uk 2002 
chuckle noun an instance of vomitingjfiss^na, 796) 
chuckle verb to vomit AUSTRALIA, 1964 
chucklehead noun a fool uk, 1731 
chuckleheaded adjective simple, dim-wittediUK 1768 
chuck off vert 1 1 ice abuse; to let 1 >is 2 to throw 

someone off something A colloquial usew, mi 
chuck one up vert to salute. Military .uk 1984 
chuck out verb i e -i meone forcibl i gel i id of someone. 

Usage may be actual, figuratiVe or jocular uk m 
chucks nouni a powerful craving foi food associated with withdrawal 
from heroin addiction. A so 'chuckers' us, 1953. 2 the craving for 
food that follows the smoking ol marijuana us. mo. 3 high-top 
sports shoes, especially Converse's Chuck.Taylor™ shoes us, 1984 
chuck up vert i to yield, to abandon, lo give in. From pugilism, 
specifically from Ir tradition I method of conceding defeat; a 
shortening of'chuck up the sponge' uk im. 2 to vomit Australia, 

chuck wagon noun i a true I t [ i idside restaurant A jocular 
reference to the cooking wagon on cattle drives in ihe Old West us 
7976. 2 a brakevan (caboose) us, 
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chuck you, Farley! used as an expression of derision. An 
intentional spoonerism of 'I uck you, Charley!’, favoured by school 
OTiltJrgni us 1976 

chud noun a disgusting person f rom the film Cannabalistk 
Humanoid Underground pwellers us. was 
chuddie; chuddy noun chewing gum Used by teenagers uk raw 
chuddies noun under; int L recti from I injabi into hinglish 
(Asian JSagBjh); widely popularised as a catchphrase kiss my 
chuddiesi coined by Goodness Gracious Me, a BBC comedy sketch 
show scripted and performed by four Etriiish Asian comedians, first 
heard on Radio 4 in 1996 but better known from television, since 
1999; often misuffiiptood to mean arse uk w 6 
chuff noun i the tnu r butt I 2 the vagina uk 1397. 

3 pubic hair us > 4a horn exual mal A se ml objectification 
from the sense as 'buttocks’ uk /%/. ► the chuff replaces 'the 
hell’ in phrases such as 'where the hell"?', a.eupffenmsm for 'the 
fuck'. From chuff (the buttocks) UK 19% 
chuff verb to fart uk, im 
chuff all nothing, nothing at all 
chuff box noun the vagina; in later use, the anus uk 196; 
chuff chum noun 1 11 I in ual. An r! ration of chuff (a 
male homosexual). Derogatory uk m 
chuffdruff; muffdruff noun tell il 1 1 il ei rations (male 

and/or female) clinging to the female pubic hair. An ellipsis of 
chuff (the vagina) or muff (the vagina, etc.) and 'dandruff uk 199s 
chuffed adjective 1 •• i I ml I III I eiy excited. 
■Agmally northern, English dialect meaning 'proud', adopted by 
military, then wider society. The current, more generalised usage 
was possibly spread by jazz fans. Embellishments include 'chuffed 
to fuck'; 'chuffed to arseholes'; 'chuffed to buggery'; 'chuffed 
pink'; 'chuffed to little mint-balls'; 'bo-chuffed 1 ; ‘chuffed to little 
naffy breaks'; 'chuffed to naffy breaks' and 'chuffed to iaihbumps' 
Often qualified by intensifies dead, real, well, etew 1957. 

2 displeased, disgruntled Qualifiers and context may be required 
to distinguish usage from the previous sense as 'pleased'. Variants. 
rn^s®| 'dischuffed' and 'dead chuffed' uk mi 
chuffer noun 1 1 perse 1, eupher . 1 1 fucker’ uk 1997 2 a ciga¬ 

rette-smoker. A pfe|;ftn 'puffer' and chuff (the buttocks/an arse) 
uk 2003. 3 a train ■ rom nursery use uk rut. 4 the buttocks. An 
elaboration of chuff uk 2004 

chuffing adjective used msm for 'fucking' 


chuke noun a knitted cap us, 1966. i>seer CHUC 
chukka chap noun 1 man associa I 11 he game of polo. A 
'chukka' is a period of play in a polo match uk 2003 
chukka chick noun a woman associated with the game of polo uk 

chum noun 1 an a , 1 te 1 egi rr compani 1 or a close friend. 

Originsfij/iih conventional use; slipped into colloquial use in C19 
uk im. 2 used (of a male) as a form of address, often patronising 

chum vert 1 in mi ill i ul ii 1 ll I enemy territory in 

order to draw enemy ground fire, which is then answered by 
airpower flying higher and out of sight US 1 a . 2 to vomit US, 1990 
chuma verb to kiss. FrorrtsiftfSl^Ml^ '996 
chum buddy noun a close frfefti’Tffi ijs? 

chummery noun in Ii I by friends 

(now, usually young and single) I rom chum (a friend) India, isss 

chummified adjective drunk us, '968 

chummy noun 1 a civilian; a prisoner; a prime suspect; also used as 
a patronising form of address. Metropo itan Police slang; a 
diminutive of chum (a friend) that threatens intimacy uk 194s. 

2 loose and broken pieces of anything A t losely related word with 
a different but perhaps related meaning is used in New England 
and the Canadian maritime provinces fishing; 'chum bait', 
'churnming' Canada, im 

chummy adjective er 11 nil intimate, sociable us, 1884 
chump noun 1 a fool, a naive person who is easily duped us, m?6. 

2 the head uk is. 29. ► off your chump in any degree, mad uk isos 
chump verb 1 to act foolishly us. 1971. 2 to swindle someone, to cheat 
Sqmebne us. 1930 

chump change noun a small amount of money us. 1968 

chump educator noun 1 1 le used to 

educate outsiders on the industry's secrets us mi. 2 in the circus 
or carnival, Billboard magazine us, 19x1 
chump expenses noun minor expenses us, m 9 
chump heister noun a csrnifgWfyris wheel us, 19m 
chump job noun 1 low-paying and 

.menial one us, 1972 

chump off vert to better or out-insult someone in a verbal duel us, 


chuffing Nora! nmazement, etc. 

A variation of flaming norai uk mo 
chuff it! a get ei 1 ieclaration of r 11 1 limissal; may also 

imply resignation to or acceptance offisfo'Etlpn. fuck iti 
euphemistically « isso 

chuff muncher noun a lesbian. From chuff (the vagina) uk im 
chuff nut noun a piece lie I matter Im in to anal hair. 
.Elaborated t>n chuff 

chuff piece noun the anus, the arse. An elaboration of chuff uk mu 
chuftie noun the vagina A variation of chuff like vagina) ijk /ms 

chuftie plug noun a tampon uk im 

chufty badge noun no nal award offe I ) si imeone who is 
overly proud of a smal achievement uk 200 .5 
chug noun a Ion, 1969 

chug verb i to s ill i drink in a singl rau hi An abbreviation of 
chugalug us, 1989. 2 in computing, to operate slowly us, mi 
chug-a-lug! used as a drinking toast Australia, i984 
chugalug; chuglug vert lo d ml ithoi pausing to breathe us i 9 S 6 

chugger noun a pri>fe .I fundra er who is tasked to confront 

passers-by in ihe street wild a charity's need lor regular Income 
and persuade people to sign agreements to make regular 
donations. A blend of 'charity' and mugger (a street robber) uk 2002 
chuggingnoun ) meth I f pr 1 1 I 1 1 It 1 ing by persuading 
passers-by in ihe street to sign financia agreements for regular 
donations. A blend of'charity' and mugging (street robbery) uk 2003 


chump twister noun a carausMBS tep 

chunckvert in pinball, to hit the ball into ,1 scoring bumper with 
such force that the bumper (bib to respond us 1977 
chundernouni nut 1 T lia 2 an instance of vomiting 
Australia, loss. 3 in poker a weak hand that wins us, m6 

chunderverti le mit. Probabl . .- i g l-i ‘(founder Loo' 

(spew); from the name of an advertising comic strip character that 
ran in the early C3& the widely held theory that it derives from a 
clipping of the phrase 'Watch under!', used by seasick passengers 
on liners to warn the lower decks of an impending vomit-shower, 
is nothing but ingenious lulling Australia, mo. 2 to mangle 
someone Australia, me. 3 to churn Australia, m2 

chunderer noun pe mi ho hat tually .1 . especially as a 

’ctatittjbf excessive drinking Australia, 1971 
chundering noun vomiting AUSiSajat »t 
Chunderish adjective bi H^^CBTfiAUA, 1991 
chunderous adjective sickening austraksa, issf 
chunk noun a large amowtus im 

chunk vert 1 to flu mething 21 omit us, 1994. 3 in 

Americans casinos, to bet a great deaf, especially for do so unwisely 
US, i98 5. 4 to engage ini^fut fight us 1990 
chunka-chunka adjective used for representing a steady musical 1 
Jtiytrrtm BSioic uk 2003 
chunk down verb to eat us '968 

chunker noun war usage us 1975 
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chunk of beef; chunka; chunker | circs 


chunk of beef; chunka; chunker noun a eblifria boss. Rhyming 
slang; probably no longer myse Australia. m2 
chunk of change a lot of money us, 2002 
chunky; chunks; chunkies noun hash s ; s From ftp-srruilarity in 
appearance to a block of chocolate us, 1971 
chunt noun an inept, un ikeable person us, 2004 
church noun LSD uk, 200:1. ► the church the nvemgalira'ra 
Department of HM Cttjjpns & Excise uk 20Q1 
churchie noun 

church is out 1 2 no hope 

reffiliws; there is nothing t&S^dofie 
church key noun Ivent of pull¬ 

ring (1962), tftpipop-top (1963), and the st^op-tab can (1974), the 
device and tiffin alt but disappeared CiS, jaS; 

Church of England noun in craps, a bet that the next roll will be 1, 

2, 11 or 12. A back-formation from cande, itself the initials of 
‘crap-eleven’, the conventional nameoftbe bet us rsea 
church rat noun wo tobago, 1993 

church tramp noun 1 student h hanges h hurch affiliation as 
necessary to attend various church social functions us, tsb 
church warden noun a ; i|>^ ith In 1 1 1 11 mill made I 

clay but the name refers to the shape not the material. Ifi '2303 
this type of pipe is enjoying a small revival rn fehiohigla result pf 
.the films m the Lanf of the Rings trilogy uk ism 
churn verb to schedi e unnece 1 return in toadoctorto 
increase fees us 1 991. ► churn butter to have sex. Vietnam war 
usage; slang based onlytstial images us. mi 
churn out verb to produce a large quantity of something, especially 
Mttputtoo much concern for the finished article's: quality uk m2 
chut noun a male h mi exual hi n exual >r 1 es between men. 
Possibly from chute (the tectum), chutney (sodomy) or as a vari¬ 
ation of chuff (a homosexual male) uk 1977 

chut verb to Im h ill Ini T ILIA 194 r 
chute noun i the rectum us no, 2 the coin slol on a pinball 
machine us or, 3 especial v in Quebec, .1 waterfall Canada, 1947. 

4 in sailing, a spinnaker us mo. s a parachute uk 0120. 6 in the 
usage of youthful model road racers (slot car racers), a straight 
portion of track us w. ► through the chute smuggled from 
Venezuela trinidad and tobago, me 
chutes noun a sub 1 tn rground /stem us, mo 
chutney noun sodomy. From a similarity in colour and texture 
between conventional ‘chutney’ and faecal matter uk i« 
chutney farmer; chutney ferret noun a male homosexual. 

Derogatory. From chutney (sodomy) UK 1996 
chutty noun chewing gum Australia, 1942 

chutzpah; chuzpah noun , ill 1 inal rtitude, extreme self-con¬ 
fidence. One of the best-known Yiddish words in the US us m2 
CHV noun Council House Vermin, i.e people who, it appears, can 
only'SffiWd to live in council houses Ireland, 
ciacito, baby used as a farewell. A catchphrase television sign-off of 
Daisy Fuentes, ihe too-hip host on the MTV cable network in the 
1990s, Repeated With referential 'humeum, ism 
ciao; ciaou gonii From 1 ilium ing and farewell, affected 
by English speakers as a fashionable or ironic farewell m, ms 
'cid; cid; sid noun LSD. An abbreviation of acid us, wse 
-cide; -icide suffix , that creates the meaning 

’murder' or 'murderer', when used to make a flippant or nonce- 
word. In June 2003 a quick search of the Internet reveals 
BtSSijCide', ’Saddamicide' and 'Iraqicide’ uk im 
Cider City nickname Heref il H 1 1 hir raunton Somerset. 

Both are historic centres of cider-making uk mi 
ciderhead noun 1 il li I 1 1 1 11 1 entional cider' with - 

head (a habitual useftUK m s 
Cig noun a c/garette or c/gar us, 1994 


cigar nouni a reprimand, especially at work us. i960. 2 in circus and 
carnival usage, any compliment US, mi 
cigar! correct! An extrapolation from 'Close, but no cigar' us mi 
cigarette noun an untalented or personality-free roller derby skater. 
The cigarette lagged back in: the packet, hfncithe punning term 

cigarette holder noun the shouldei Rhyming slang uk ms 
cigarette paper noun a packet of heroin or another drug us, me 
cigarette pimp noun 1 11 u| hose laci rofe ional pride leads 
him to solicit customers for his prostitutes us, 1972 
cigarette roll noun a type of parachute malfunction us ox,2 
cigarette swag; cigarette paper swag noun a small pack of 
possessions and necessary items carried by a tramp. From the size 
and shape of the pack Australia, ms 
cigarette with no name noun a marijuana cigafetteus, raw 
cigger noun a cigarette Australia 1922 
ciggy; ciggie noun a crgarettt:,t$:-»ir 
ciggyboo; ciggieboo noun a cigarette uk ms 
ciggybutt noun a ms 

Cilia Black; Cilia noun the I 1 I Rhymir m mimed on the 
name of singer and television presenter Cilia Black (b.1943)uK 1992 
CIL spinner noun ) 'catch' fish in the 

water without using hooks or nets Canada, 1989 
cinch noun 1 a certainty us, ram 2 in horse racing, a horse that is 
Virtually certain to win us i960 
cinchers noun brakes us 1942 
Cincy; Cinci nickname Cincinatti, Ohio us, im 
cinder dick noun a railway detective us 192s 
Cinderella noun eller’ uk 1992 

Cinderella adjective 1 e yellow ball. 

Rhyming slang; ra 1192. 2 cowardly Rhyming slang for yellow uk 

Cinderella liberty noun a hi t rel ise fn nn litary duty and from 
base restrictions. Cinderella had to be home by midnight, as do 
navy and msiflfe troops us. mi 

Cinderella team noun a sports team that wins a tournament or 
championship thatrit-had iMfrtopg of winning us. im 
cinders noun ► take to the cinders on the railwayttoguita job 

us m 

cinder trail noun a railway track os, 1962 

cinnamon stick noun 1 in ith fa lir ter anal sex us 1979 
cipaille noun in 1 I 1 I iish meat pie \nada 19X 

ciphering noun arithmetic us im 

circle™™ u . i > of people playing fbotbag us rs97 

circle verb ► circle a game 

that may be bet on a given game or race When the bookmaker 
suspects that ► circle the 

drain 1 to be near death us, 1994. 2 by extension, said of a project 
or enterprise that:fe nearing collapse us 1997 
Circle City nickname Leeds, Wesl Yorkshire uk. ram 
circled adjective married us, 19a 

circle jerknoun 1 u ' 11 n 1 mi 1 1 id 1 1 1 < netimes mutual and 

sometimes simply a shared solitary experience us ms. 2 any non¬ 
productive, time-wast ng exe u ise us ra 3 a series of exit consoles 
on websites tfwtlink back on themselves, creating an infinite 

4g2m- 

circle-jerk verb participate in group male masturbation us 1971 
Circle K noun the recr 11 1 1 Im ketamine. A punning allusion to 
' |-U§ national, .chain of Convenience stof|$ us, 19m 
circle work noun the driving of a car in tight circles to form circular 
tracks on the ground Australia, im 
circs noun c/rcumstances uk, m 










circuit | Clan 


144 


circuit noun - 'ear around 

thft.pl participants flymgffrom city.to city'ftrthe festivrties 


circuit girl noun a travelling prostitute os, 2002 
circuit queen noun a male h mo ual I" li ws the circuit from 
party to party us, 1994 
circular file noun a wastebasket u$> 1942 
circulation noun traffic Canada, 200t 
circus noun 1 sexual 

2 a state of affairs, a noisy and confused institution, place, scene or 
assemblageus isao 3a tempor n\ company ol people (often moving 
frami place to place), engaged in the same endeavour, e.g. lawn 
■i®npi$ f motor racing, etc. A specialisation of circus (an assemblage) 
uk, is58. 4 a group of aircraft en 1 ii iispla fillful flying. 
Military origins ok rar6. s feigned spasms by a drug addict to 
convince a doctor to prescribe a narcotic us. 1949 
circus bees; circus squirrels noun body- 1981 
circus cowboy noun 1 1 I111 ill ive h n exual male 

prostitute. A matching of the US midnight cowboy with London 
geography uk, rasz 

circus simple adjective IS, 1975 

circus tent noun an apartment or house where customers pay to 
view'sexual e*hfbitionsi&£,. a® 
cissy adjective effeminate, from 'Sister' Canada, 1915 
citizen nouni in ordina per n 1 il 1 in 1 1 lub us, 2000. 2 a 
fellow member of a youth gang us 1 >5 . 3 a prisoner who has 
earned the respect of Other prisoners us. 1989 
cits noun ► the cits Minneapolis and St Paul, Minnesota os, rase 
City noun ► The City San Francisco, California. Uniformly used by 
northern Californians, who shun 'frisco us. 1955 
-city suffix a good example of the precedent noun us. 1930 
city block noun in hii e rai ing I irge n rgi 1 1 victory or a large 
lead us. 1951 

city college noun a jail, especially (he New York City jail uk 1796 
city flyer noun 1 small truck u 1 1 I il deli eries us, rai 

city Jake noun a person sophisticated in urban ways us, 19 66 
city kitty noun a local police official us. ism 
city light noun lira ntensit ettin n headlights us. bso 
city mouse noun tber of support personnel who 

never leaves McMurdo Station Antarctica, 2003 


city of the newly-wed and nearly-dead nickname Victoria, British 
Columbia Canada, ra89 

city slicker noun n 1 il j 1 1 1 1 le of a type 

stereotypical^ associated with city life; a sophisticated city-dweller 
The second sense is derogatory us. 1924 

city titties noun a motorways and 


city tote noun a (n it Fli 1 in I 1 1 ned nthenameofa 

bookmakingtftrta uk. i m 

civilian noun 1 anyone who is not a member of the group with 
which the speaker iderftfe especially a motocyle gang us. 1946. 

2 a non-regular officer us 19, 3 in twelve-step recovery 
programmes such as Alcoholics Anonyrnous, a person whp>’|anot 
involved in and df^tSfiOt heed to be involved in a recovery 
pogfarn rise us, im 

civil serpent noun used 1 i humorou nor m for'civil servant' 


civvies noun ic 2 manufactured 

Cigarettes. Prison slang,.remembering the pleasures of being a 
civvy (a civil&rij and a gentle play on ciggy; ciggies uk, r» 
civvy noun a men il 1 1 >f he genera iubli not i member of the 
uniformed services: military, police, prison, fire,;§f£. Abbreviated 
from 'civilian' uk ms 
civvy adjective civilian Military uset^ }0- 
civvy street noun civilian life, non-military life uk 1943 


CJ noun phencyclidine, the recreationa drug krown as PCP or angel 
dust us; 1994 

C-jam noun cocaine iff, |986 

C-joint noun sold US, 2002 

CJ's noun a pair of men's close-fitting and revealing nylon swimming 
trunks. Standing for coc< jocks a s .• nfi ,4 
CK noun 1 Calvin Klein™ othing I i miied by members of the 
Bloods youth gang, to whom the initials also stand for 'Crip Killer' 
us, 20D. 2 a mixture of cocaine and the recreational drug ketamine 
us, 1 995. 3 cocaine us, mo. 4 a man who lee s that he has to 
disparage other men in front of vyomftrf, An abbreviation of cock- 
knocker US. 2002 

CK1 noun a mixture of nine parts cocaine and one part the rec¬ 
reational drug ketamihe, The brand name of a popular fragrance 
'by Calvin Klein uk. 2 goi 

clack verb to rattle the I I.. a red dice in or out of 

a game; always iriadyatent and usually disastrous to the cheat us, 

clacker noun i 111 i I I inu I i I from clacked a 
ratcheted noise-making device, alluding to farting. Not a 
perversion of 'cloaca' Australia, i960. 2 a young woman; a group of 
young women, young women in genera. Military uk i984. 3 a 
dollar us, nis . 4 a triggering device for claymore mines US, mo 
clackers noun she teem; false teeth us bso 
clacker valve noun the female genitalia uk, 2003 
clag noun excreta, faeces; rubbish uk 2003 

claggy adjective From clag uk 

clag nut noun a small lump of excreta or toilet paper that clings to 
the anal hair. I run clag (faeces) uk 2003 
claim verb 1 to arrest someone uk too. 2 to challenge someone to a 
fight itmAND, 1989 

claiming noun 1 met iofcasi heating, in hich a cheat claims 
that a slot machine ma functioned and they received no payment 
■S; inadequate ipayfflent'ftern a win us. was 
Claire Rayners noun trainers (footwear). Based on the name of 
Claire Rayner, popular agony aunt and novelist uk 1997 
clam nouni the v 2 3 he mouth us, ms. 

4 a dollar us. mss 5 a betting chip in a poker game us, ms. 6 in a 
musical, prftorrB@iee,a m issed c%or an off-key noteur, im: 
clam; clam up verb to stop talking us, raw 
clambakenoun 1 session in I h jazz musii ans collectively 
improvise. From clam (a missed note) iff, rssz 
clam damnouna condom Combines clam (the vagina) with 'dam' 
(a barrier) us, ra» 

clam-diggers noun J len h trouser lb- 1 estion i that the 
trousers are an appropriate length for digging for clams in mud 

flats US iW 

clam gun noun 

clamp verb ► clamp it to to have sex us 1953 

clam patch noun 1 1 1 it on a motorcyle Biket 

(motorcyle) slang, coarsely referr 1 cing women as clam (the vagina) 

US. 2003 

clampers noun the teeth us, wo 
clamp it! be quiet iWscoTLAND, rass 
clamps noun handcuffs us, 1949 

clams noun AUSTRALIA, 1992 

clam-shelled adjective ► get clam-shelled to b$ engulfed by a 
wave while surfing os 1991 
clam squirt noun vaginal secretions us. 1974 
Clan noun ► the Clan I 1 1 

surrounding Frank Sinatra in the 1950sand 60s. Better known as 
fife Rat Pack us. mo 










145 


clanger | clean 


clanger noun i an er i mistake 2 a coward Australia, 1953. 

3 in poker, a drawn card that does nothing to improve your hand. 
Also known as a 'clang'd; is* 

clangeroo noun 1 memorab bar ni judg menl An intensification 
of clanger (an err Hi 1I1 1 1 epoo nainl theatrical in use 

clangers noun testicles LtKjtm 
clank noun an armoured tank us; )j& 

clank verb 1 to be nervous us ms. 2 to reject a romantic overture or 
partner us, »s» 

clank clank! u e I n resj nse 1 in Ai tralian claim of ancestry 
that goes back to the days Ofithe early settlers Echoic of 
transported prisoners' chains Australia. 19m 
clanked up adjective anxious, 1953 

clanks noun deHdumVSff>Sns us. 1980 

clap noun gonorrh ea. From old Frencl i ore caused by 

venerea disease); the term was normal register for centuries, 
slipping into colloquial or slang m rtwKM uk 15s? 
clap verb to kill someone us, 21x12. ► clap beef to have sex with a 
woman Jamaica, mo. ► clap eyes on to see someone or 
something uk. ws 

clap checker noun a member of the Medical Corps. Vietnam war 
usage, identifying medics by the least glorious of their duties us. 

clap clinic noun si medical pratice that treats all sexually transmitted 
disease us, 1976 

clapped-out; clapped adjective 1 unserviceable as a result of use or 
neglect ore ms. 2 (of persons) exhausted, no longer effective ljk, 1940 


class verb to attend a class us. 2002 

class A's noun i cocaine, heroin and other drugs that are legally 
categorised as Class A narcotics uk, , m. 2 in ihe US Army, the 
dress urtfRjmws' 19m 

classic adjective 1 excellent us raw. 2 handsome, well-dressed us, ms 
classic six no™ a common layout of an apartment in Manhattan - 
two bedrooms, living room, dinU$gj$om, kitchen and small 
maid's room us, 2002 

class up the ass noun a superlative style us im 
Classy adjective I I II I J I ill ll 1 I I CLASS 

classy chassis noun an attractive female body us kss 
clat noun.iJjty person ms 

datch noun you 1 rctica, ras9 

clatter verb to smack someone, to hit someone, to beat someone 
ujyac m 

clatters noun a smacking. I com clatter (to smack) i A raw 
'davaed up adjective worn uk, 2000 

Claven noun ng. From the 

Cliff Claven character on the television comedy Cheers us mi 
clam noun a pickpocket us, wtt 

clam verb to pick a glass up from its top us. ms. ► clam off a lee 
shore to face serious difficulties in a task or project. Nautical 
origins us, raw 

clay noun 1 a claymore mine us. 1994. 2 tetrahydrocannabinal (THC), 
the psychoactive ingredient in marijuana us, 1971. 3 hashish us, 1992 
clay eater noun a poorrural dweller us. mi 


clappers noun 11 r te 1 e Mm from th clapper of a bell, and is 
almost always in the plural uk 1959. ► like the clappers; like 
the clappers of hell; like the clappers of fuck very fist very 
hard. Possibly rhyming slang for 'clappers of a bell', 'hell' uk ms 
clappy adjective infected will 1 exual ransmilted infection, 
especially gonorrhoea 

claps noun gorlorrh 1 L1 I 1 I 1 rage us ms 
clap shacknoun 1 Inn hospita ird wher e mlly transmitted 
in^iflpris are treated us, rss2 

clap sticks noun in the television and film industries, the clapboard 
used for synchronising sound and picture US, rasz 

claptrap noun 1 

(language designed to win applause) uk 1915. 2 a brothel with a 
high incidence of sexually transmitted infections us. mr 

clarabelle noun rahyr 1 . I Hi the psychoactive 

ingredient in fftirijuana 

Clarence nickname a cross-eyed person. From Clarence, a cross-eyed 
lion that out-acted the human cast irlQgG television's Daktari, 
1966-69 UK' SCOTLAND, 1988 

claret noun I is a fortified Bordeaux red 

wine; the visual connection, is obvious uk im 
Clarissenoun used as a term of address among male homosexuals 

clarity noun MDMA I recreat. irug > known as ecstasy us, 


Clark Gable noun 1 1 1 I F ning li f< ned on the name of 
■US'film actor Clark Gable, 1901 -60 uk 1992 
Clark Kent adjective homosexual. Rhyming slang for bent, formed 
from#® Secret identity' of Superman uk 2003 
clart noun 1 used as a term of friendly address. Most likely from UK 
black bloodclaat or pussyclaat (a contemptible person) into wider 
youth usage uk 2004. 2 excrement; also as a euphemism for all 
senses of'shit'. From Scottish and dialect clarty^iAf With dirt; 
sticky, dirty), Also used in the plural vk 1927 
clary noun a clarihet-jg 1 1942 t>see: Julian clary 
class noun eflned taste, a state of 

.excellence. Originally sports usage uk wa 


clay pigeon noun a person I is easil timised us, 1972 
Clayton's noun any substiti 5 eaiand, 2002 

Clayton's adjective false, j rete id, feu m the proprietary name of 
a substitute alcoho ic drink which was widely advertised as 'the 
drink you have when you're rtDdite$ing a dnhk' aust&aua rm 
clean verb 1 II of someone's 

money. A variant is 'clean out' uk 1812. 2 to remove seeds, stems 
and foreign matter from marijuana leaves us or■/. 3 to rid yourself 
Of altered dice, altered .cards or any evidence of cheating us. 1950. 

4 in mountain l il in 1 i in negotiating an obstacle or set 
of obstacles without accident us. ra%. ► clean it up to clarify or 
explain something us m2. ► clean out the kitchen; clean up 
the kitchen ► clean 

road for monkey to run 1 la 11 1 1 n ne else's benefit 
trinidad and tobago, 2no2 ► clean someone's bones to thrash or 
defeat someone ► clean someone's 

clock i to severe! I i m te, pi icall r in a competition 

us, 1959. 2 in trucking, to pass another vehicle, especially another 
truck, at high speed us. n/s ► clean the books to induce a 
criminal fir confess lo a series ol unsolved crimes us ras4. 

► clean the cage out i' perform ra e na iman 

► clean the clock hi 1 < n I in emergency stop. 

An allusion to the air gauge that drops to zero in an emergency 
stop us 1977. ► clean the kitchen III ir se partner's anus 
uk 2992. ► clean the pipes to ejaculate; to masturbate us, ms. 

► clean the table i i | i i i ill in remaining balls in 

one turn us i9S9. ► clean the tube (of a male) to masturbate. 
Using 'tube' ► clean up the 

calendar III. tract from a < uininal 

confessions cleaning up a number of crimes, regardless ofhis- 
actual #i(; in exchange forilsWlent treatment on another crime 


clean ud/ectiVe i drug-free 2 unarmed 3 innocent; free 

of suspicion; without a trace of guilt without a criminal record us, 
kiss. 4 not subject to police surveillance us, zob. 5 (used of an 
illegal betting operation) unafraid of police intervention because of 

6 

1963. 7 (used of a theatrica performance) completely sold out us 
1973. 8 In circus and carnival us; ge, without va ue ( is. mi. 9 (of an 
object ball in pool) directly into the pocket without touching a. 
<|ishion or another ball us, rasa 
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clean adverb completely as in 'He got clean away' or 'I clean forget' 

clean and ready adjective prepared; dressed nicely us. raso 
cleaner noun i in the used car business, a custqsft)g{ who does not 
have a car to trade in us, 1951 . 2 a hired killer os, 2000. 3 in circus 
■and carnival usage, the person who retrieves money from paid 
players who have been allowed to win a concession game to drum 
up business PS >987 

cleaners noun ► take someone to the cleaners 1 to 

someone uk. uu. 2 lo thoroughly swindle or rob someone us, isos. 

3 to forcibly strip someone uk, 1996 
clean freak noun a person who s us. mz 

cleaning crew noun he member 1 1 iminal enterprise who rid 
the crime scene of possible evidence and al times any bodies 
restating from the crime us 1997 

cleaning kit noun the equipment needed to rid a crime scene of 
possible evidence us 1997 
clean out verb to thrash m2 

clean peeler noun to a stiffs a perfect wave us, 1997 
clean sheets noun a bed or col Vietnam war usage us, mi 
cleanskin noun 1 a person without a criminal record. Originally 
applied to an unbranded sheep Australia, 1943. 2 a novice. From the 
conventional sense tan unbranded stock animal) Australia, 1907. 3 a 
person of integrity, especially in a political context. From the sense 
of 'a person without a police record’ Australia m2. 4 in horse 
racing, a jockey who has never been disqualified in a race 

AUSTRALIA, 1989 

cleansleeve noun ary recriut us 1909 

clean-the-kitchen noun corned bsssf hash us. 1946 
clean time noun the amount of time that has passed since a 
prisoner was last in tfijublgt^ >989 

clean-up noun 1 a good alibi us mu 2 a wave that breaks seaward of 
most surfers, causing them to lose their boards and thus cleaning 
up the area us. 1954 

clean up verb rne us. mi 

cleanup team noun ihe members of a criminal enterprise who rid a 
crime scene oi any possible evidence and al times bodies resulting 
from the Cfinhe us. 1997 

clean wheels noun a motor vehicle to be used in crime that has 
never been previously Stolwpr come under prior parties suspicion 
in any way uk nip 

clean works noun a new needle and syringe. A concept and term 
new in the age of AIDS US im 

clear noun ► in the clear with no evidence against you; therefore, 
innocent or apparently so uk, 1934 

clear verb to steal something uk ms. ► clear the channel lo slop 
talking us 191,2. ► clear your tubes to ejaculate; to masturbate 
AUSTRALIA, 1985 

dear as mud adjective anything but clear; confused uk m2 
clearinghouse noun an ilH il mi 1 re mmonly known as a 
numbers game us mi 

Clear Lake noun 1 m 1 1 1 11 in a mi- ' iq 1 II manufactured in 
■'bfe 'Clear Lake region of northern Cahfbrnia-Os, r 989 
clear light noun 1 1 - in me L experience in which the user 

feels receptive to enlightment us. 1971 
clearly! I agree! ti) mgis 

clear off verb to depart. Often used as an imperative uk isi 6 
clearskin noun used as a variation of all senses of 'cleanskin' 
AUSTRALIA, 1943 

clear-skinned adjective with a light complexion Barbados, ms 

clef verb to compose a tune or song us, ms 

Clem noun in the circus or carnival, a fight with mi 

Clement Freud noun 

"the name drBritish writer, broadcaster and politician, SifEfesiftnt 


Freud (b,1924), father of emma freud whose name has a 
synonymous purpose UK 2003 

clemo noun executi I n 1 ranted to a convicted prisoner us 


clerk noun in American casinos, an exceptionally skilled dealer us. i9so 
clerks and jerks noun 1 Ian il upj n er 1 ml 11 id officers. 
Vietnam war usage. I he high degree ol cynic ism about officers 
fotfnd in enlisted men was even more intense in Vietnam, OS. tm 

clever adjective ► damned clever these Chinese; dead clever 
these Chinese; clever chaps these Chinese a eatchphtase 
used as a comment upon an explan; tion given about some device 
Or machine, especially if the explanation has not been 
understood. A back-handed tribute te : things# ingenuity us, 1955 
clever bollocks noun aofc 

clever clogs noun a clever person A variation of 'clever boots' uk. v& 
clever creep noun ■ uk. 1971 

clever dick noun 1 Derisive or 

sarcastic in use uk issz. 2 a brick Rhyming slang uk 1992 
clever Dickie noun a 1 1 I r. Rhymin I 1 for'brickie 
extendi#from clever dick (a bd$t);i«, 1992 
clever drawers noun 1 1 I I II rson. Disparagin 

cleverguts noun a clever person. Childish and sarcastic uk 1959 
cleverkins noun a clever person .uk 1937 
cleverly adverb (used of a racehorse winning a race) easily us 1 %o 
clever Mike noun a bicycle. Rhyming stafig for 'bike' UK t&i: 
clever sticks noun a clever person A variation on the theme of 
'clever boots'; ofMpjJsed as a juveni)is;||tiiSrt:B/<; r 946 
clevie noun the vagina ile-jite 

clew up vert to hide, to go into hiding. Of naval origins arc m2 
clicknouni i gang. A corrupter p i - f '< lique' us 1879. 2 a 
kllometet Also spelt 'klick’ al 'ilik', Vietnam war usage us. 1962 

click vert 1 to have 1 u< ml .inter 1 hitherto unknown 

member of the opposite sex uk 1937. 2 lo gel along instantly and 
famously uk 1915. 3 to suddenly understand something; to 
suddenly make sense in context uk >939. 4 to perform at the right 
moment as needed by a friend us. 19S9. s lo enjoy an amorous 
relationship Ireland, 2003. 6 of a woman, lo become pregnant (or in 
Australia, of a cow) uk 1937. 7 in the theatre or other forms of 
entertainment, to be a success us 1921 . 8 in horse racing, to win a 
race us mi. 9 to be well accepted us. >982. 10 to be selected or 
accepted for a duty dr a fate; to be killed A milifafy colloquialism 

clicker noun 1 crack cocaine mixed with phencyclidine, the rec- 
reational drug known as PCP or angel dust us, urn. 2 a brick us 
1989. 3 in circus and carnival usage, 0 free pass us, mi 
clickers noun i^^teStffW -1950 
clicks noun approval; applause us, 1997 

clicks and mortar; C&M noun a business that combines fari ng 
from traditonal business premises with Internet-based, commerce. 

A play on 'bricks and .mortar', a traditional: business us, 1999 
clientised adjective lii in met 1 [ int I iewthatisin 
sympathy with a client's qr subject's outlook or situation uk 2003 
Cliffie noun Harvard 

■yaiyersit^as igsi 

C light noun in the pornograph indust 1 light used to illuminate 
ike genitals of the performers. 'C A in cunt us, 1991 
climax noun 1 amyl nitrite. Because of the orgasm-enhancing charac¬ 
teristics of the drug us, 1992. 2 heroin uk ms 
climb noun 1 cat burglary uk mi,. 2 a marijuana cigarette. A climb is 
necessary if you wist) to get high (intoxicated) us. 1946 
climb vert ► climb the wooden hill; climb the wooden hill to 
Bedfordshire if wooden 

hill (the states) and Bedfordshire (a bed) m tm 
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get away from it | clock watcher 


climbing trees to get away from it used as a catchphrase reply 
to the question 'getting any (sexual satisfaction)?' Australia, raw 
climb into verb to criticise someone, to launch a verbal attack on 
someone new Zealand, im 

climey noun ti h I lal imber n the l especially New York. 

A contraction of c imber’ and limey (a Briton) uk 1999 
clinch noun a prolongs >r pa ionate embrace us. 1901 
clinch verb in bird-watching circles, to identify a rare bird uk. 1977 
cling verb ► cling to the belt (used of South Vietnamese troops) 
to stay close to 'US troppS vs im 
clinic nouni a poker game haracf mil er-analysis of each 
hand us, ms. 2 a poker game played by doctors us, 1988 
clink noun 

Southwark, London, and thfcrffiy the mid-C 19 applied to any jail, 

clinker noun 1 in 1 1 enter linmen indu 1 1 failure us, mi. 2 a 

small piece of faeces clinging to anal hairs uk 1904. 3 a wrong note 
in a musical performance us. 19:17. 4 a mistake us, 1937. 5 a piece of 
brcfeo-up ice on the water Canada, 2061 
clinkeroo noun a jalfcdf-.prison us. 1992 

clinkers nouni handcuff 2 A irons; 1 1 hackles uk ksb 

clip noun 1 a rale of speed, as in 'a fair old clip' uk, is67. 2 an 
occurrence or instance us, 1979. 3 a blow uk a-.--. 4 a swindle or 
other act of dishonest trickery us mi. s a string of bottles 
containing doses oi crack cocaine us, 1 w. 6 a vasectomy us, 1993. 

7 in the circus 01 carnival, a patron us, mo 
clip verb 1 to stea II Inn 1 11 idle someone; to win 

something, especi; Ik througl cheating us, ms 2 to kill someone, 
especially by gunshot us, ms. 3 to hil someone us. isss. ► clip a 
steamer to defecate tS'lsoS 
clip and clean adverb completely os m 
clip-a-nines noun a 9 mm ammunition clip us, 2001 
clip girl noun clip joint to 

encourage customers to part with their money on the promise of 
(sexual) services to be delivered uk 2001 
clip joint; clip dive noun ther business 

where customers are routinely cheated us. m2 
clip off verb (used of ammunition) 10 explode because of heat from 
a surrounding fire us. 1990 

clipped dick noun a Jewish person. Derogatory us, i9w 
clipper noun 1 a thief us; 1954. 2 a person who collects film clips, 
usually of a single subject us, 197s. 3 a disposable cigarette lighter. A 
J^nje-fe-Ji^bfi the Clipper™ brand uk 19% 

Clipper Club noun the abstract brotherhood of men who have 
undergfjf #. : 4 vasectomy us. 1995 

clippie; clippy noun 1 a female conductor on a bus or train. From 
clipping tickets uk mi. 2 an employee who checks and clips tickets 
at railway stations Australia, 1953 

clipping noun 1 .. I losing a i prostitute and 

knocking out the clients with steeping pifit*0977 
clique noun a youth gang A nuance of the conventional sense uk 


clique up verb to form groups US'I®"- 

clit noun 1 1 2 in. A figurative 

application, stmilar to prick uk 1999 

clithopper noun 1 | 1 . . 1 “ bianus, m2 

clit lit; diterature noun goo< qualit in 1 omen Formed 
from cut (the clitoris) and 'lit' (literature) us, 1999 
clitoris noun any popular model of car. Motor trade slang. Explained 
as 'every cunt has one* by a car salesman uk j9?7 
clit ring noun a piece of jewellery for a clitoral piercing. As body 
piercing became more popular through the 1990 s this prosaically- 
named ornamentation, based'an art abbreviation Of 'clitoris' 
became a famifer possibility us ms 


clit stick noun i small vibratir ex-aid designed f i c litoral stimu¬ 
lation. An abbreviation of clitori^agmtened with-the lipstick-sized 
vibrator's shape uk 2002 

clit tease noun with lesbians 

without revealing that she is heterosexual 
clitter noun a slap with die open hand. I rom the Irish cliotar 
IRELAND, 2000 

clitty the clitoris uk im 

clitty clamp noun 1 ' ice that i ittachei 1 clitoris and is 
designed to cause discomfort or pain in the cause of sexual stimu¬ 
lation UK 1995 

clitwobble noun a woman's desire for sex uk ms 
cloak verb to send an electronic message in a manner that disguises 
ttjetfue origin of the message ®z 

cloak-and-dagger adjective very secret; pertaining to espionage us, 

1944 

clobber noun clothe especia in utfif fg< I 01 noticeable 
quality. Probably Yiddish klbr, but 'to clobber' is 'to clout' ('to 
and mafe’jj&o be 'glsthing'.) uk 1 m 
clobber verb 1 to strike someone forcefully us 1944. 2 to criticise 
someone or something harshly ux 1». 3 in computing, 10 
overwrite a program us mi. 4 lo impose an onerous duty 01 
lUrtwelCome burden on someone. Usually before 'with'; for 
example, 1 got clobbered with finishing the weeding' uk 1984 
clobbered adjective drunk us, 8sf 

clobbering machine noun that creates 

conformity rkWiEAlANp. 199s 

clock noun 1 a mi 1 1 1 I 11 1 1 2 a speedometer us 

1942. 3 a taxi meter. Often in the enquiry 'How much is on the 
clock?' uk mo. 4 an air gauge used with air brakes us, m6. sa 
watch. In conventional use from 1559-uift slang use since late C19; 
-ft&ted by the Oxford English Dictionary as obsolete 'except in 
modern slang' uk 1 si. 6 Hie face uk 993. 7 a punch to the face. 
From the verb new Zealand. 19 59. 8 a look. From the verb uk, 2000. 

9 a one-year pri; n entence 10 a prisoner who is at 

the beginning of their sentence us 1 .. 11 bravery, courage us mo 

clock verb i to catch sight of or notice someone or something; to 
watch someone or something us i : 2 to watch someone 
patiently; especially to follow someone with the purpose of 
discovering the details of a bet uk ms. 3 to keep track of a slot 
machine in afT-effort to make an educated guess as to when it will 
pay off os '984. 4 to keep track of the money involved in a game or 
an enterprise us 1977. 5 10 register on the speedometer; to attain a 
particular speed. I rom clock (a speedometer) uk m.2. 6to figure 
something out, to evaluate something us mi. 7 1.0 earn something 
us, i9S9. 8 to punch, to strike with the fist. Perhaps, originally, ‘to 
hit in the clock' (the face) uk ms. 9 lo sell drugs on the street us 
1992 . 10 to wi ml 1 1 1 1 ul 11 1 1 idometer) of a vehicle to 

Increase its sal- 11 e senses to see 

and to watch uk 2005. ► clock in to visit your boyfriend or *„■ 
girlfriend only ► clock in the 

green room \ the hollow of 

a breaking wave us, mu. ► clock the action to understand what 
^happening and what is being said us m2 
clock and house verb to see and remember suspects' faces, and 
then follow them to ttteJf’fiome From clock (to see; to watch, end: 
fellow) ix, jjJk - ' 

docker noun 1 1 1 1 In I 1 1 iall 1 rack cocaine us 

1992. 2 a watchman 01 guard, especially one who punches a time 
clock while making his rounds us, 1949. 3 an onlooker us, 1976 
clocking noun a fraudulent act of turning hack a vehicle's 
mileometer (odometer). I rom the verb clock uk 1974 
clock out vert) lo act in a psychotic manner us, res9 
clock puncher noun an employee whose working day is measured 
by a time-clock. A worker must 'punch in' and 'punch out' at a 

tuT^-ClOCk-PS, 1932 

clock watcher noun 1 work only for 

as long and as hard as is minimally required uk 1911. 2a person 
completey lacking in generosity us, 19% 
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clock watching noun 

ftaftlS'ihTjriirnally required uk m2 
clockweights noun the testicles I rom the workings of a longcase 
Stetftw 20m 

clockwork along verb to ickwork' uk 1990s 

clockworks noun ihf,bt®HC 1942 

clocky noun sudden waving arm movements of a surfer trying to ge: 

'.fits balance us, mi 

clod noun a stupid ; p@t$ghpK urn 

clod buster noun a farmer us. 1950 

cloddy noun a prison officer uk, 1996 

dodge noun tig-vagina uk, 2001 

clodhopper noun 1 1 per n ith big f 1 I feet or big shoes. 
Evoking the image of a ploughm; n with I. rge, coarse boots uk 
isos. 2 a clumsy person ; 0, im. 3 a police officer. Rhyming slang 
for copper; sotriri 11 1 1 1 1 I 11 4 a copper coin, 

aipgfjny Rteraif® slang for ‘copper’. Sometimes shortened to 
'cod' UK 1925 

clog verb un Hu 1 1 1 I I . . iad it to a 

website. A contraction of 'camera' and log' us, 2003 
clog dowrn odverb in ng e iii 1 elerating Military, from 
the sense of putting youi foot down on an accelerator pedal uk 

1984 

dogger noun a footballer who has a reputation for fouling when 
tackling an opponent UK ism 

doggie noun 1 late 1960s by The 

doggies, a cartoon strip about a clog dancing team, written and 
drawn by Bill Tidy uk 1 w 2 a Dutch person Derogatory. Originally 
military usage, from the extensive use 0' clogs as a symbol of 
fJetMiands' folk-culture, Also variant 'clog head’ uk ssz 
cloggy noun the [ He extensive use of clogs as 

a symbol of the Netherlands' folk-culture uk ras4 
clomp verb to walk in a noisy and demonstrative fashion uk 1829 
clone nouni a highly stylised, fashion-conscious homosexual male 
us, 1979. 2 a personal computer that closely duplicates the functions 
and operations of a leading brand us. 1991. 3 a car with an identity 
-that has been fraudulently duplicated from a legitimately 
registered, vehicle OK 200s 
Clone verb 1 

subscriber Is charged for all 2 Implicate the detailed 

identity of one car onto another uk 2005 
clonk verb to hit someone uit urn 

clonked; clonked out adjective 

A teenagers' variation of conked; conked out uk m2 
close verb ► close the back door in bombing missions, to 
provide rear guard protection for ihe bombers us. 1990. ► close 
the door I then pull 

■Sharply m front of it to minimise its Chances of passing you u$us6s 

close adjective Skilled US, 1959 

close but no cigar; no cigar adverb iMsfrast From carnival games 
giving cigars as prizes us, rase 
close call noun a near thing, a narrow escape us, mi 
closed adjective ubjecl l -I I “lit ement; unfriendly to 
' --jAriinal enterprises us. ms 

closed door noun iim 'in it i hert ivt ire breaking simul¬ 
taneously all along a beach, creating no shoufd'eri^iiie us, ras 

closed for maintenance adjective in the bleed period of the 
menstrual tyig us ieoo 

closed game noun a 111 ite gambling gam > mil ioker, usuall 
for high stakes US r w 

close out verb l ives) t I e ne unsuitable f i surfing, either 
because of their size or tteJc freaking pattern us mi 
closer noun in a sales team, the individual responsible for the final 
stages of negotiations us, rasz 


closet noun a per i who retly horn i I k, 2001 ►in the 
closet hidden not a I -. 1 1 lied to homosexu¬ 

ality us. 1967. ► on the closet (of a prisoner and prison officer) to 
be handcuffed together but separated by along chain; that is 
intended to reduce embarrassment when using the water closet 
UK 2000. ► out of the closet avowed, open us. 1971 
closet adjective hidden, not admitted Most often but not always, and 
not first, used In conjupqBQn with homosexuality 
close-talker noun 1 persor h peal 1 other ithout respecting 
the usual cultural protocotom not standimgtoo close to someone 
you are talking to. A term popularised on Jerry Seinfeld's television 
programme in an episode ealteapfSRaincoat Parfpftet aired oil 
28th April 1994 US 1994 

closet case noun 1 1 pe 1 I 1 ecretl I mosexual us m9. 

2 someone to be ashamed of Feei 1 slaiig, without any suggestion 
of the homosexuality latei assot iated with the lerm us. 19 54. 3 a 
potential romantic interest whom you are keeping away from your 
friends'ts.- 

closet dyke noun a lesbian who conceals her sexual orientation us. 
closeted adjective living with an unrevealed fact, especially homo- 

sexuaiityu^'w 

close to the door adjective about to be released from prison us, 1939 
close to the skin adjective lacking subcutaneous fat us, 1984 
closet queen noun a male homosexual who conceals his sexual 
orientation us iM? 

close work noun sexual activity us, 1957 


clot no 
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cloth noun ► down to the cloth (usetf#f^ player in a gamegiF 
poker) almost out of money us. m2 

cloth-eared adjective deaf ox, a$s 

cloth-ears noun 1 ; “i 11 that r sense f hearing; a person 
affecting deafness; a condition of convenient deafness. Rpfgthe 
ear-flaps on certain headgear uk bk 

clothes noun 1 S, 1951. 2 a 

plainclothes police officer or division US ©xi 
clotheshorse noun i ; e i I i i great deal of attention to 
' lasfoiSris find the clothing they wear us, isso 

clothesline noun the line nto the air us, 

clothes-peg noun i the leg f lyi ling lang i i lly in plural uk 1931. 

2 an egg. Rhyming slang uk mi 
clothes queen noun a homosexual man who is drawn to 
ostentatious, flamboyant 

clotted cream noun 1 1 il itatth Ro il Agri ultural College in 
Cirencester Ajoqutar representation of a thick and rich elite uk 

clotty adjective slovenly, untidy Ireland, 2ix»' 
cloud noun 1 cracl line. Fr mthethi I hite moke produced 
when smoked ( is, cos. 2 the intoxication from smoking freebase or 

track cacairfa-tesi m2 

cloudhopper noun an air pilot, especially in the bush Canada, 1959 
cloud nine noun 1 nditior perfe lappiness, euphoria. 
'%robab.ly derives as a variation of cloud seven; possibly from US 
weather forecasting terminology which divides clouds into nine 
types, the highest being number nine; or, less likely, a spiritual 
possibility: of the ten names for Buddha, the ninth is 'enlightened 
one'. It is probable that the US radio adventure series Johnny 
Dulku 1949-62, popularised the term's usage us, 1935. 2 MDMA, 
the recreational drug best known as ecstasy From tbS blissed-out 
state uk 2003. 3 crack cocaine us 1994 
cloud seven noun 1 ■ 1 ' 11 u ■ fperf t happiness, euphoria. 
Derives, possibly, from 'seventh heaven'. Still current but cloud 
nine attracts more attention us . 1956 

clout noun 1 a hea >lo 1 1 .. Il 11 ibnut 14-00, it has 

'slipped into dialect and colloquial use si nee. the OS uk. 2m. 

2 [lower, influence, especia v political us, im 
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clout verb i to hit i per 11 iii hea II of your hand. 
Conventional from early Cl4. by late C19 had slipped into dialect 
and colloquial use uk 2000. 2 to rob or steal something uk 120s. 3 to 
fail to bet a debt Australia, 1989. 4 to arrest someone us 1992 
douternoun a thief who steals from parked cars us 1993 
clouting noun the palming of cards Australia, m3 
clover noun money ys, 1951 

clown noun 1 2 in carnival 

usage, a local police officer us, 1929. 3 a railway pointsman or yard 
brakemanus, w6 

clown alley noun on a circus lot, the area of tents where performers, 
especially clowns, dress and live us 1956 
clown bookie noun ates in carnivals Australia, 


clown wagon noun a brakevan (ahooxjifi, mi 
club noun 1 in pool heavier-thamusual cue stick us 1990 2 in 
trucking, a dilapidated trailer us 1971. ► in the club pregnant A 
shortening of in the pudding club uk, 1390. ► put someone in 
the club to makf meon 1 gnant uk m3 
club verb to spend an evening in a nightc ub or several nightclubs 
m .i9sr 

clubber noun a fitml of nightclubs as.-a*# 

clubbers' cold noun a runny nose, as a side-effect of drug use uk, 

clubbienoun 1 be h nil- II tion of life saving club 1 

club-crawl verb 1 me nightclub to 

attjftef us, 71994 

Club Fed noun it nun 1 in 1 11 I p 1 |-1 federal prison 
housing white-collar criminals, especially the federal prison camp 
in Lompoc, CatifornfesAjaimning reference © affiMed, a group 
offttSlday resdttS'Ujy W85 

club-fight verb to engage in youth gang warfare us, 1949 
dub-hop verb to move from one nightclub to another, especially 
with a group of friends us, 1997 

clubhouse lawyer noun an criticise his 

team's management when presented with an audience of fellow 
players us 1937 

club kid noun a fashionablr 1 - >ung per n raid to attend a 

nightclub in'rttjb. bQpe of attracting others us. 1995 
clubland noun hi 1 1 London bounded uni mainly 
comprising St James’s Street and Pall Mbit; subsequently,jVvifc the 
coming of nightclubs and any area where a number-' 

of clubs are to befeundw teas 

club sandwich noun .. three people at once. Surviving in 

;the4-h0.r|epgi3.fbrm of a-simple 'sandwich' us. 
club widow noun imil I i i in uit at a country 

club or other cluboften leaverft|fft home alone us, im 
clubzine noun j by a fan club 

tm 

cluck noun 1 a gullible (ool us. 1906. 2 a crack cocaine user us 1994. 

3 counterfeit money os, 1949 

cluck verb to v ill 111 ii n i Iii 1 - 1 | 11 derives from a 

confused attempt at the sound of a cold turkey (the withdrawal 
period and its symptoms) uk, 199s 
cluck and grunt noun ham and eggs us, 197 f-. 
clucker noun 1 in the urban iru ulture meone who brings 
buyers to sellers us 200 ., 2 a fool us 1 m, 3 lire two halves of a 
scallop ftp still closed after the scallop has died of natural causes 

CANADA, 

cluckhead noun a crack cocaine addict us, ms 
ClUCkineSS noun the State 1 1 III! I I nant AUSTRALIA, 1985 

clucking adjective i iii hi II lunger f r drugs, especially 

crack cocaine uk raw 


ducky adjective i l i hen) t I - Mill oil an egg or eggs. This 
term was In use in the US in the 940s, but persists in Canadian 
country areas Canada, me,. 2 (of a woman) showing signs of 
pregnancy or of an intense desire for children. Extended from ifljf 
conventional use referring to a broody hen Origin-Sift) arid 
especially used of women, but now also of men Australia, mi 
cludgie; cludge noun a (public) lavatory. Scottish dialect, now in 

clue noun ► have no clue; not have a clue; haven't a clue to 

be ignorant. As in the title of a BBC Radio 4 prc^raffimb, Fm 
Sorry, I Haven't a-Ckie, On air since 1981 uk 1948 
clue; clue in rev nform >me ne 1 u[ I te omeone uk. 1948 
clued up adjective well-informed ukt» 

clueless adjective i i ii | n f fashion music and other 
Spcial trends uk ra# 

clue up verb to brief someone, to inform someone ok, raw 
cluey noun a well-infr ned perse 1 stralia /%■? 
cluey adjective wise, in the know Australia, i%7 
clump noun 1 a pel i hr en mi lent i hitting other people uk 
2000. 2 a heavy blow with the hand uk. iss 9 
clump verb to hit someone heavily, to thump someone uk 1999 
clumping adjective used as an occasional variant of 'thumping' 

(large) uk 1934 

clumsome; clumbsome noun in electric lire work, a worker who is 
not a journeyman lineman but who claims some climbing experi¬ 
ence, From the worker's claim that while not a journeyman, he 
has 'dumb some' us. 1942 

clumsy as a cub-bear handling his prick adjective very clumsy 
indeed Canada, raw 

clunk noun i an ill-bred r ill-manne 1 per i a tool us 1929. 2 a 
man Australia, im 

clunk nickname ► the clunk a CF-100 Canuck jet fighter aircraft 
The aircraft first flew in 19St|.Srrd is also known as aluminium 
crow and lead sled Canada, 1994 

clunk!; ker-lunk! fa hard object 

hitting another. As in Jimmy Saville's catchphrase 'Clunk click 
every trip', in public information films of the 19705, in which 
'clunk' represents a car door closing and 'click a seafclt sfottfeg' 
At$fnel/K 1823 

clunker noun i an old, beat-up car. I he original military usage in the 
1940s applied to any old vehicle or machine,- % the 1960s, applied 
almost exclusively to a car us i m. 2 an inferior item us raw 

clunkhead noun a db|tUS: 1952 


clunky adjective 1 nl I iii ii egant us, /%s 

clusterfuck noun i mosexual us /see. 

2 a disorganised, chaotic situation us, m9 
clusterscrew noun chaos; monumenta lack of organisation us. raze 
clutch noun i a despised person us mi. 2 in poker, a hand that is 

clutch verb ► clutch the gummy to be caught and blamed for 

something. An elaboration of hold the bag US, i960 
clutch adjective 1 serving as a replacement Korean war usage us ra.v. 
2 unkind us, mt 


clutched adjective scared, anxious us, 1952 

Clyde noun 1 2 luring the Vietnam war, a 

Viet Cong or North Vietnamese regular us, mm,. 3 used to refer to 
any object the name of which you cannot remember or do not 
know us, 1992. ► as deep and dirty as the Clyde used of 
someone who is devious, dishonest, secretive or untrustworthy. 
Glasgow use, formed-on the name of its river met Scotland, ms 
C-man noun student An abbreviation of 

‘cuat-fitan' or cocksman us, jks 

c'moniusedto olicit a re nable r< >mn in ense response. 
Also used in the long form 'come on’ uk 2002. 2 used Imperatively 
in a citizens' band radio frahsmttsi&h to request a reply us, m 
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C-note noun i a one hundred dollar note us 1930. 2 a prison sentence 
Iff 100 years us, im 

C-note Charlie noun 1 isin< rgamble In insists on betting 
with humdred-cfoKar notes, not betting cbifg;t<s 1m 
CNS-QNS (in d 1 I thand inintelli nl An initialism of 
'central nervous system - quantity not sufficient'; medical slang 

coachman's knob noun an erection of the penis caused by the 
vibrations;whilst travelling rJrrptAe-traflSpart immb 
coal noun a marijuana cigarette us, m.i. ► burn coal; deal in coal 
{of a white perse#-!#:have sex with a black person y&mx 
coal and coke; coals and coke adjective penniless. Rhyming slang 

coal candy noun hard black licdrice us. mt- 
coal cracker noun resident he anthracite I region of 
northeastern Pennsylvania os mr 
coalface noun ► at the coalface 1 1 I end the place where 
actual work is done (as opposed to management or adminis¬ 
tration), A fs|triative use oftapfjfniMftg reality uk ms 
coal holenouni 1 il mine, es[ II 1 I I milieus, 1997. 2the 


coalie noun a wharf labourer who loads and unloads coal Australia, 


coalman's sack adjective very dirty Rhyming slang (or 'black' uk, 1992 
coalminer's breakfast noun a shot of whisky served in a glass of 
bet&fti 1990 

coal oil noun kerosene us, ism 
Coaly noun the devil us. 1950 

Coast noun ► the Coast 1 the west coast of the US us mo. 2 the 
northwest coast of Tasmania Australia, issz 
coast verb 1 to idle; to relax US, mi. 2 to relax and experience the 
efffcB. of a drug us, ms 

coaster noun someone who lives near the beach; a surfer us. m2 
Coastie; Coasty noun a member of the US Coast Guard; a Coast 
forardtship us n? p- 

coasting adjective drug-intoxicated to a pleasant degree 1 is, 1 ■ s 
coast-to-coast noun I II il I M| h 1 Ilium I other central 
nervous system stimulant Purportedly strong enough to keep a 
trp^felriver awake long enough to drive the 3000 miles from coast 
ft coast us, 1969 

coat noun ► on the coat he lapel of the 

coat was used as a signal to be silent by criminals austral/a, ism 
coat verb 1 to belittle someone, to defeat someone with words. 

From the sense 'to reprimand someone' uk, 1997. 2 to reprimand 
someone, especially of a warder reprimanding ^.prisoner uk isss. 

3 to ostracise someone Australia, 1973. 4 in tournament pool, to 
obscure the view of the tobfhffnent judge when making a shot, 
fttus jeopardising the point istvsw 
coat and badge noun ► on the coat and badge scrounging; on 
the cadge. Rhyming s ang, from the verb coat and badge (to 
cadge) uk ism 

coat and badge verb to ; id nethin Rhyr ling slang, formed 
on. Doggett's Coat and Badge Race, the oldest annual sporting 
event in Britain, a boat race from London Bridge to Chelsea, first 
contested by Thames watermen in 1715 and contr n Cfltjjg st i 11 uk. 


coathanger noun i i tackle new 

Zealand, ms. 2a horizonta branch that needs to be removed from 
trees destined for timber new Zealand, ism 
coathanger n/c/rnamethe In hi >ur Bridge Australia, m3 
coat of varnish noun a reprimand; ,1. prison sentence. An elabor¬ 
ation Of coat (to reprimand) uk 1955 
coat puller noun someone who tips hi return for a favour and in the 
hope of future favours Australia, 19m 


coaxer noun in horse racing, a battery-powered device used illegally 
by a jopfeyto shock a horse during a race is, isS " 

COb noun 1 a lllll- l-il I mi ill u of COBBER AUSTRALIA, 1960. 

2the penis, literally and in the figurative sense of a disagreeable 
man us. 1954. 3 the testicle uk, northern 2 eland, 19m. 4 prison food, 
originally and especially bread I rom a 'cob loaf ijk 1996. s brown 
Stein Barbados, ms. ► have a cob on; get a cob on to he 
annoyed, moody or angry; to become annoyed, moody or angry. 
First recorded as Merchant Navy slang, then Royal Navy before 
more general usage; possibly northern dialect hi origin uk 1937. 

► off the cob 
'corny' Q& isss 

cobalt bomb nou/ : use of cobalt in 

"medicine Canada, tssi 

Cobar shower noun 1 a dust storm. Cobar is an inland town in New 
South Wales. Otherlocations similarly used by nature, weather and 
irony: Bourke, Bogan, Bedourie, Darling, Wilcannia and Wimmera 
Australia, 1945. 2,1 (lower Rhyming slang Australia, ms 
cobb noun lung phlegm us, 2003 

cobber noun a m it- 1 nl npani 1 I ia[ 1 icinally the agent 
noun of the Suffolk dialect cob (to take a liking to a person). The 
'jftJdish chaber (comrade) seems a less likely source. Formerly 
extremely common, put now more well known than, actually used 

MiSimiA, 1893 

cobber clobber noun t person hi inf rm n 1 Ineiid workmate 
or the like. As appealing as this rhyming couplet seems it never 
attained great popularity Australia, 19m 
cobber up verb to become friend il me re tral 
cobbing noun 1 beating. Listed a I -1 nd 'of nautical origin' 
by the Oxford English Dictionary, this term is still in use in the 
Canadian Maritime Provinces uk ires 
cobbler noun a forger of official documents us, m2 
cobblers noun - cles) uk 1955. 

► load of cobblers; load of old cobblers nonsense; lies. An 
elaboration, but not necessarily an intensification, of cobblers 
(nonsense) uk isss 

cobbler’s awls; cobbler’s stalls; cobblers noun the testicles. 

iRhymiVig slang for balls (the pstrcles)i# me 
cobblers to you! used for expt ing rej ion of someone. 
Originally, a euphemistic application of tent"c es in a form in which 
balls! and bollocks! also serve. Now so inoffensive that it has 
Seen co-opted by shoe-repairers uk 1974 
cobitis noun a dislike fpr 1 bod. A ombination of cob (prison 
food) and the suffix -ms (used to create imaginary medical con- 
:d'itionsjro£.;rsj^'' 

COBOL Charlie noun 111 inpufng )E )L programmer who can 
use the language’ftfodoes not fotlyaynderstand how it wdffcsus, 

coby noun moitipIBe us, 1992 

coca; coka noun co&fee is) -ism 

cocaine-voucher noun a currency note. A contemporary variation 
OP BEER VOUCHERS UK 2002 
cochornis noun marijuahlT® m> 

cock noun i the penis. Probably from 'cock' (a male bird) uk uso. 

2 the vagina us. imz 3 used as a male-to-male term of address 
Decidedly casual uk 1837. 4a man win, buys more than his share 
of drinks in a puMic house or club so as to have .company 
pleasing to him uk 1977. 5 rubbish, nonsense. From 'poppycock' 
(nonsense) or 'cock and lx.II story' (a fictitious narrative) uk 1937. 

6 a man who fight 1 I ut r 1 11 1 4 ► cocks on the 

block used in various phrases and injunctions 10 define a display 
of courage or determination. A macho piece of office jargon that 
is not gender-specific in use uk 200s. ► get cock to have sex us. 
1972 ► give six inches of hot cock Irom a male perspective, to 
have sex. The measurement is flexible uk 1974 
cock verb 1 to have sex us. 1973. 2 to prepare an aircraft for take-off us 
i98t,. 3 to trick someone; to outsmart someone Guyana, 1975. 

► cock a deaf'un to pretend not to hear someone; or 
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deliberately not listen to, or ignore someone. A variant, possibly a 
mishearing, of cop a deaf 'un uk ram. ► cock ten to sit with your 
legs crossed as others work Guyana, 19% 
cock! ibed as an expression of displeasure Canada, 1993 
cockadau verb to kill someone. On loan from Vietnamese os, rasz 
cock-a-doodle-don't noun a condom. Conlrived play on cock (the 
penis) andittafeathered variety's crow; possibly informed by 
doodle (thfepenis) and, less likely, 'doodle' (to make a fool off:wc 

cockaleekie adjective impudent h F. lang, formed on 

a type of sou pUK 1998 

cockalize; kokalize verb to thrash someonej®#' 
cock-almighty noun 1 1 I - 1 f euphemism of 'cock' for 
'God', hence 'God almighty, with reference 10 more modern 
nuances of cock (chief man, etcJ.UK 1999 


cock and bull story noun a fanciful, exaggerated or outright untrue 

-stafyi® «ss 

cockapoo noun a crossbreed of cocker spaniel and poodle OS 2001 
cockatoo noun 1 a person acting as lookout, especially for an illegal 
activity blocks of feeding cockatoos often have one or msea birds 
posted up high as sentries to warn of approaching danger 
Australia, w27 . 2 a small-scale farmer Australia, ms 
cockatoo verb to act as a: 054 

cockatoo farmer noun 

cockatooing noun the act or jobofbS#g : 'a lookout Australia, ms 
Cockbang noun Baibl k, Thailand 11 1 1 hai [ pie. A near 

Spoonerism that aptly describes Bangkok's reputation and role as a 
sex destination us, mi 

cock bite noun an unpleasant person us.i$S 

cockblock verb iii il b i I n ne intentions to have sex 

' 

cock book noun a sexually explicit book us, ms 
cock cap noun a condom. Combines cock (the penis) with 
protective wear uk, 19 98 

cock cheese noun smegma uk mi 

cock chokers noun a pair of men’s close-fitting and revealing nylon 
swimming trunks Australia, nm 

cock Corpsman noun 1 militar I 1 1 nedi ho inspects male 
recruits for signs 0' sexually tr; 1 smitted disease us, raw 

cock custard noun semen uk, 2001 
cock-diesel adjective muscular us, im 

cockeater noun g oral sex on men 

cocked adjective dlfUTik US. 1737 

cocked hat noun an informer; an untrustworthy person. Rhyming 
«teh|.for rat ’ 

cocker noun 1 the penis us n,/. 2 a man. From the Yiddish kakker: 
used with a lack of kindness us, m„. 3 used as a male-to-male 
form of address u/c im. 4 a cockroach Australia, 1953 

cockernee noun 

Cockney pronunciation; a Cockney is anyone r&blift within the 
sound of Bow Bells, although world usage has moved the bound¬ 
aries to include it!;! a vaguely defined London ukim 
cockers-p noun a cocktail party uk, 19m 
cockerwitter noun 1 1 1 n from the Is Harbor and Shag 
Harbor areas of Shelbum^JSBnty, Nova Scotia. The name is 
derived from Cockerwit Passage, the narrow strip of navigable 
water between Woods Harbour and Sotoman.'Vigneau, and Sfc 

jQhn EANADA 1979 

cock eye noun a wink Trinidad ants Tq$A$&, zolb: 


cock-eye Bob; cock-eyed Bob; cocky Bob noun a sudden squall 
or thunderstorm in northwest Australia. Occasionally shortened to 
'cock-eye' austraua, 094 

cock-eyed adjective 1 2 nk. First recorded by 

Benjarifr I raoklin u , 3 absurd, ridiculous, topsy-turvy uk is% 

cock-eyes noun in craps, a three us, 19m 

COCkfest noun 

attendance us 2001 

cock-happy adjective over-confident uk 1959 

cock hound noun 11 1 1 bsessed ith sex us wz 

cockie noun the penis An elaboration of cock uk 2001 »see: cocky 

cockiness noun 1 [ er in lualil mi 1 mfidence uk i864 

cocking stocking noun a condom uk ms 

cock it on; cock on verb to exaggerate; to overcharge someone. 

The supplement to the 5th edition ol Partridge's Dictionary of 
Slang and Unconventional English records this term as occuring 
Vfince about 1910 and in virtual disuse by 1960 uk mi 
cock it up verb 1 1 ' nake omplete me > methinguK 1979. 

2 (of a woman) to offer yourself sexua y Australia, mi 
cock jacket noun a reputation for sexual prowess us 1984 
cock-jockey noun a 1 1 hi h thin! hat sex i more important 
than anything else and that his contribution is paramount uk 2002 
cock jocks noun i ; 11 f men lose-fit ng and revealing nylon 
swimming trunks Australia, 2003 
cock-knocker noun a despised ipersoftfil;.toss 
cockle and hen noun ten liillin ten ; in in betting, odds of 
10-1; in prison, a ten year sentence; in Bingo (also House and 
Tombola), the number ten. Rhyming slang; usually as 'cockle', 
which is a slovening of'cockerel'. Other variants inclaie 'cockle', 
'cock and hen', 'locks .arid 'en' and 'cockun' uk isw 
cockleburr noun any central nervous system stimulant us 1976 
cockle to a penny noun in gambling, odds of 10-1. Rhyming slang, 
combining cockle and men (ten), in penny bun (one); mainly in 
racecourse ■useuK im 

cock linnet noun a minute. Rhyming slang, formed on the singing 
bird that is a fapittiar (symbol of Cockney mytholdgyuK. m 
cock, lock and rock vab 1 prepar for and in rrmed nflict 
A variation df 'td^fnehtoad' uk 2001 
cock loft noun the observation tower of a brakevan (caboose) us rave 
cockmaster noun a male proud of his sexual prowess us mi 
cockmeatnoun he peni > ifk ill 1 1 1 generality ( 
cock movie noun a pornographic fil'm>;%.i 967 
cock off! go away! uk 2003 

cock of the walk noun an important fpSisi in any given 
circumstance. A fighting cock allows no other into its, enclosure or 

cockpit noun i the vagina uk. mi. 2 ihe clitoris us, m2 

cockpit queen noun a fig nterested in 

the men flying the plane than doing her job with the passengers 

cockragnouna loincloth ausyrau/a ix* 

cock ring noun a device worn on the penis to enhance sexual per¬ 
formance US 190 

cockroach noun 1 2 

coach. Rhyming slang UK raw. 3 a racing greyhound that never 
WT)S AUSTRALIA, 1989 

cockroach verb to steal sc h usage us mi 

cockroach bite noun 

cockroach killers noun pointedastels-wbootsus, 1970 

cock robi n noun « 0$ " 

cock rock noun 1 1- 1 - 11 1 li he 1 music performed 
with pelvic-thrusting posturing. Combines cock (the penis) a^tj’ 
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cock rocker noun a performer of cock rock ore 2000 
cock rot noun I disease us, 1990 

cocksman noun 1 a man wl 11 ie I 11 1 I 11 In sexual piowess 
us me. 2 a male prostitute us. 1 970 
cocksmith noun a sexually expert itnao us 1959 
cock-sparrow adjective mad. Rhyming; slang for yarra ijsjd, stupid) 

AUSTRALIA, 1973 

cockstand; stand noun an erection uk rsa; 
cocksuck noun an act of oral sex on a man us. mo 
cocksuck verb to perform oral sex on a man us 1977 
cocksucker noun 1 used as a generalised term of abuse for a 
despicable person us. mo. 2a person who performs oral sex on a 
man, especially a male homosexual. The most well-known use of 
the term in the US is in a statement attributed to former 
President Richard Nixon, who upon learning of (he death of FBI 
Director J. Edgar Hoover on 2nd May 1972, is reported to have 
said 'Jesus Christ! That old cocksucker!’. Nixon was reflecting the 
widespread belief that Hoover was homosexual uk mi. 3 a person 
who performs oral sex or 1 a woman 1 is, us . 4 during the Vietnam 
war, a leech. Especially the huge, reddish-bl; ck, slimy leeches of 
the Mekong Delta us, mi. ► third assistant cocksucker at a 
Mongolian clusterfuck a lowly assistant us, 19m 
cocksucker red adjective 1 br h I 1 I f lipstick Not a brand 
name. Garish and conveying a low-life, whorish mage us, 1982 
cocksucker's teeth noun used as the epitome of uselessness us. 1972 
cocksucking noun oral sex performed on a man uk, ms 
cocksucking adjective ie | le thsome us 1902 
cocktail noun 1 in 1 in in 1 iga 1 | 1 n 11 u I ed and inserted 

into a regular cigarette us 1966. 2 cocaine uk 2003. 3 any mixture of 
drugs CANADA, 2002 

cocktail verb to in er partial m - nariju 111 cigarette into a 
tobacco cigarette us, i960 
cocktailery noun addidWt ilciungesfi mi 

cocktail hour noun the time when all patients in a hospital ward are 
given medication us. 1946 

cocktail party noun the use of Molotov cocktails us 1979 
cock tax noun spousal support; alimony Australia, raw 
cocktease noun a cockteaser us, mi 

cocktease verb to tempt a man with the suggestion of sex uk 1957 
cockteaser noun ran who flaunts her sexu¬ 

ality uk mi 

cock-up noun agies have 

been suggested, among them bookkeeping , mendments written 
at a tilt, and the 'cock' (spigot) of ale-barrels; while it is ppssibfi; ' 
that the origins lurk in such innocence it is certain that mpdferfi 
usage is influenced by 'fuck-up 1 , 'ba ls-up', etc , which presumes 
cock' is a penis' uk, ms. ► couldn't organise a cock-up in a 
brothel used of an nefficient person A ater variation of 
COULDN'T ORGANISE A FUCK IN A BROTHEL with 3 neat pCttt 'ijh COCK-UP 

(art erroi^&id cock (the penis) uk mi 
cock up verb l iake a mistake. 

(Htitays in origin uk, 1974 

cockwood noun 11 - H I toler 1 'in ' 1 ill 1 liners' use uk 1934 


bottom of a cocky's cage (of ihe mouth or tongue) in a 
disgusting state from being hungover Australia, 1986 
cocky dickie noun 1 1 1 nil it individual uk 2003 

cocky’s crow noun dawn. Extended from a conventional 'cock's 
crow’, playing on cocky (.1 small-scale farmer) Australia, ms 
cocky’s joy noun 1 golden syrup or treacle Australia, 1902. 2 rum 
AUSTRALIA, 795 g* 

cocky’s string noun fencing wire, especially number eight fencing 
wire From cocky (a small-scale farmer) new Zealand, ms 
CO-CO noun COCatfle US 1997 

cocoa noun sem oa' uk i 984 . 

► come cocoa to make 1 comj 1 1 n of guilt uk 1977 

cocoa puff noun a combination of marijuana and cocaine UK 2003 
cocoa puff verb i m - line nixed iti marijuana Punning 
©.h a; branded breakfast cereal uk im 
cocobay on top of yaws noun more trouble than you can handle 
GUYANA, 1996 

cocolo noun the pem TOBAGO, 2003 

coconutnouni i Mexican-American wh i his heritage and 
seeks to blend in with the white majority. Ltke a coconut, brown 
on the outside but white on the inside us. 1974. 2ablack or Indian 
pefsgn who is considered to have exchanged heritage and 
community values for acceptance by white society. A cocphtit is 
brown on the outside, white on the inside uk mi. 3 an Australian 
Aboriginal who has adopted fhd value? of white society Australia, 
i98o. 4 a Paci f ic Islander new Zealand, rw s a clod, a dolt us, ms. 
’$.cacai|i^§ 1994 

coconuts noun 1 cocaine us, m2. 2 money us, mi 
coconut tackle noun 11 1 I 11 i-high tackle swZ ealand, ms 

coconut telegraph noun the informal ly in wh 11 news travels in 
ifft&kVmn US, 1989 

cocoon verb lo slay ai home enjoying sedentary activities us, m 7 
coco rocks; cocoa rocks noun 1 1 I 11 1 ibined in its pro¬ 

duction with a chocolate-flavoured milk powder uk 2003 
Coco the Clown noun mi - li o use for co-co formed from 
the professional name (sometimes 'CoCo') of LatviambOfn Nicolai 
Polakovs, 1900 - 74. who, for forty years from 1930, worked for 
Bertram Mills' Circus and became thirijest-known down in thg 
UK; subsequently the name has become almost a generic for any 
clown uk 2002 

COD noun the product a male prostitute sells - cock on demand uk 


cod verb to hoax someone, to fool someone uk i 864 
cod adjective 1 moci pa dr er itz. Original I theatrical; usually in 
combination with the term that is being qualified ijk 2000. 2 bad. 
Variants include 'codalina', 'codette' and 'codettareenaronee' uk 


cod and hake; cod noun 1 trouser 


coddy noun >see: LUCODDY 

coddy; cody adjective I 11 n 1 mil -11 A I ration of cod uk 7993 
code brown noun 11 I 1 iguel lumo u notification that a 
hospital patient has defecated. An allusion to the colour code 
jargon heard in hospitals us tm 


cocky adjective over-couiirienl; smug, arrogant From the strutting 
nature of the rooster uk )zs8 

cocky; cockie noun 1 a cockroach Australia, 1984. 2 a cockatoo. 
Occasionally used loosely o' o;l h pauoc, equeul v as a aarue 
for a pet cockatoo Australia, 1834. 3 a sheep which has lost some of 
its wool Australia, 1959 . 4 a small-scale farmer Often preceded by 
j|ffg&$ip'or livestock -farmed, such as cow cocky and spud cocky 
Australia, i 87 i. s used as a term ol endearment; hence as a more 
general ifem of address uk w. ► like cocky on the biscuit tin 
left out; on the outside looking in Referring to Arnett's™ biscuits 
which have since at least 9 0 had a logo of a parrot eating a 
► like the 


code R noun rape. ft*jpi; v ij|tng new Zealand. 7999 
code red noun 1 ment meted out by a group to 

soldier's to a non-conforming peer us, 1992 
code two noun an escape from prison Canada, 1976 
codfish flats noun a poor section of town us, m9 
codger noun a 1 n found as ‘old 

codger' uk 1756 

codi noun a codeine tabletUK 19m 

codjocksnoun i pai 1 ii-ii I i n i iii I re e lin i I 
swimmtffg'trunk? Australia, *©3 
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cod ogle noun a 

codology noun nonsense Ireland, i997 

cod-riah noun a wig UK m2 

cods nouni (he testicles l//c, 1632. 2 courage, daring Synonymous with 
balls us, 1972. 3 a mess, a state of confusion. Possibly rhyming 
Ijarjgifor 'cod and skate', state uk 1994 
cod's roe noun I DOUGH UK, 1998 

codswallop; cods noun nonsense m. m3 
Cod War noun 1 the political friction in the early to mid-1970s 
between Britain and Iceland, especially between the British and 
Icelandic fishing fleets and fishermen, over the fishing rights off 
Iceland. A journalists' term that allowed the consequent purirkSod 
peace' uk 1970s. 2 a female prisoner us. 1949 
coeey noun a rat. fjjpsh gypsy use uk 2000 
coey noun a thing any object t*. im 

C of E; church boys noun HM Customs & Excise. A play on the 
initial similarity to 11le Churcl 1 of England uk 2000 
coffee noun LSD. A euphemisn 1 it lint n, alluding to the 

jtet that 'ISO was often sold in Cambridge coffee houses us, im 
coffee-and noun a light 5*? 

coffee-and adjective small-time, insignificant us. 1937 
coffee-and-cakes noun a small salary us. 1925 
coffee and tea; coffee noun the se3; Rhyming slang uk 1992 
coffee grinder noun 1 2 a sex 

ual dancer who makes grinding motions with her pelvis us, i960 
coffeehouse vert in >oker, to t to deceive >ur opponents by idle 
-spe@<df'#d deliberate mannerisms m. im 
coffeemate noun 1 entral ie 01 ten mil uit Punning on 

. anffn-dairy coffee cream-substitute us. w .s 
coffee pot noun a restaurant us, 192s 

coffee shop noun 1 ife tyle busine per the smoking, or 
other consumption, of marijuana in its various forms. Originally in 
Amsterdam Netherlands; 2003 

coffee stalls noun the testicles. Rhyming slang for balls; not as 
popular as orchestra stalls uk mi 
coffin noun i a surfing marloeuvre in which the surfer lines prone 
on the board, his arms crossed over his chest Australia, m3. 2 in 
skateboarding, a manoeuvre in which the rider 1iei«hpletely 
horizontally on the board, leel first us. 1964. 3 ihe canvas bag used 
to carry cricket equipment newzeaiand, 1993. 4 a case housing 
weapons us, 197s. s a safe within a safe us 1949 6 in poker the 
smallest possible; raise in a game with a limited'number of raises 
permitted 0is$r 

coffin box noun 1 u lii 1 lee; in n ; irtment added onto a 
conventional cat)t§ 1971 

coffin corner noun in battle, a vulnerable position us, 1995 

coffin-dodger noun 

medical slang uk ms 

coffin hoist noun in electric line work, any type of chain hoist us, 

coffin lid noun a fifil Rhyming slang for kid uk 2000 
coffin nail noun 1 irette li n the in et een smoking ciga¬ 

rettes and death. In ^gf19 it referred to ‘a dpr’ us, 1900 

coffin spike noun a ciiibi|E^:- 

coffin tank noun t motor le petrol rn I iped like a coffin us, 

cog verb to C TOBAGO, 2003 

cogger noun a QatholiC Mg, 7966 

Coggyorf/ect/VeCatholic, especially Roman Catholic uk. 2002 
cogs noun sunglasses U$,. im 

cog-stripper noun 1 1 rucking iriver h I 1 problems shifting 

gears us raid 


cohangas noun hi ill 1 1 1 1 1 111 1 1 I 1 me ire of 

courage. An intentiona butchering of the Spanish cojones us, 1992 
coin noun mp^ uff, 1820 
coin vert to earn an amount ol money us, 1945 
coin it; coin it in vert to make money, especially easily or quickly. 

' '^riiKtthe earlier 'coin money' uk i 984 

coinkidinknoun n lence Multiple reative pollings are to be 

.ftu,n#£& rjs;B' 

coin-op noun i In perated f It ible us, mi 
COIO noun a jppsjadian whose origins are in India Canada, as©: 
cojones noun the testicles; courage. From Spanish us, 1932 
coke noun i cocaine r is. 1103. 2 crack cocaine From the previous 

coke bar; coke joint noun a bar, club or pub where cocaine or 
crack cocaine Is used openly 2002 

coke biscuit noun a pill of MDMA, the recreational drug best known 
as ecstasy. Presumably marketed, illegally, under this name to 
tempt custom with a partial (in.Set, non-existent) content of 
cocaine or; perhaps, Coca-Cola uk 2002 
Coke bomb noun a crude hand grenade fashioned by the Viet Cong, 
packed inside a drinks can us, 1990 

cokebottle noun in computing, any character that is not found on a 
normal computer keyboard us m3 
Coke bottle glasses noun spectacles with very IpnssEi#, 1986 
Coke bottles noun a person with poor eyesight and thick glasses us 

coke bugs noun .1 cocaine-induced conviction that insects or snakes 
are crawling beneath ihe skin, 2002 
coke burger a tablet of MDMA, th r< 1 1 nal d ig he kno 
ecstasy Thfeffrne leads to unrealistic hopes ftabthe tablet may 
contain a trace- of cocaine at io® 
coked; coked out; coked up adjective cocaine-intoxicated us. 1924 
cokehead noun a cocaine addict ts m 

coke house noun a building or dwelling where cocaine is sold us 19® 
coke jumbie noun a cocaine user or addict trinidadand tobago, 1939 
coke out verb to use t&etfpp feian excess M 
coke, smoke, and a puke noun a fighter pilot's breakfast us, 19m 
coke whore noun a person viia trades sex for cocaine us m2 
Cokey Stokey nickname Stoke Newington in north London. A rhyme 
based on 'Hokey Cokey' (a dance), combining the first element of 
Stoke Newington and coke (cocaine), from the reputation of the 
area as a centre for drugs and other criminal endeavours uk 2002 
cokie noun la 2 umor member 

of a youth gang us, 1949 

Cokomo Joe; Kokomo Joe; kokomo noun a cocaine user us. ms 
cola noun 1 ecu u i i ing 1 1 1 | ul 1 11 irinkus: 092.2a 

marijuana bud or buds, especially the long top hud ea a 
.marijuana plant Frdm Spanish cola (a tail) uk 2004 
cold noun ► too slow to catch a cold applied to someone or 
■lifUrthihg that moves slowly, or someone whose thought 
processes are sluggish uk 1917 

cold adjective i heartless, cruel uk u-u. 2 bad us. 1934. 3 absolute us. 

1973. 4 not capable of being traced to an owner. Back-formed from 
hot (stolen) us, 1992. 5 innocent of charges under which someone 
was convicted. Prison usage Australia, 1944. e in gambling, unlucky 
us. 1997. 7 without preparation; in ignorance. Generally used quasi- 
adverbially us m 8 used as a substitute for 'cool' in any of Its 
senses us ms. 9 (used of a take-off from an aircraft carrier) failed, 
irjgdlijrig in a crash Us ims 
cold adverb Suddenly, CBnJ(Slefel.y US; 1889 
cold and hot noun < <> nne nd her 1 mbined for injection. 

Based on the initials us ms 

cold and hungry noun in trucklrtgsaC & El truck us, 1976 
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cold as a Bay Street banker's heart adjective very ungenerous, or 
in metaphor very cold. 1 his expression is from the Canadian 
Spines, and refers both to its peoples' resentment of Toronto 
bankets (Bay is the main banking street) and to tte legendary cold 
wijS£4t§ of Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Alberta Canada rasz 
cold as a nun’s cunt adjective extremi 
cold as a nun’s nasty adjective extremely cold Australia, 1971 
cold biscuit noun 1 a female who does not respond to sexual 
overtures us, 1972. 2 a person lacking any apparent sex appeal. High 
%ftp&);usage. us, 1% 1 

cold-blooded adfect/Ve 1 competent idmirabl Also shortened to 
'cold' us, 1992. 2 in horse racing, said of any horse that is not a 
tbofoughbreiias tm 
cold blow noun air opnditientrig’us ism 
cold bluff noun in poker, a large bet on a poor hand designed to 
mislead other players us, im 

cold-bust verb to catch someone in the act; to reveal your own guilt 
inadvertently us, im 

cold-call verb sexual contact. 

Adopted from sales jargon uk 2002 
coldcock verb ally with a 

' 1 $pw to the head that knocks the.pe®#ft,4o the ground «S ms 

cold coffee noun beer us. we 

cold comfort noun in necrophile usage, sexual activity with a corpse 

cold crotch noun the application of an ice pack on the scrotum of a 
man who has overdosed opi'Mftij|t|fe, 1993 
cold-cunt verb (used 1 man) t treat someone with hostility us. 

cold deck noun 1 in 1 I tme 1 ked de of cards us. iss7. 

2 logs swept into a stack to be moved after drying British 
Columbia logging usage Canada, m2 
cold dope noun in horse racing, informat n based on empirical 
evidence us. mi 

cold draw noun in curling,-a: rock curled into an open house or^ff, 
the house without ruhfpig or knocking outpothertdclfcfANADA 


colder than a witch's tit adjective ertg|igjP 4 $f<i; extremely 
unfriendly Australia, 197s 

cold feet noun fear or a reluctance to prpceMM im 

cold finger work noun picking the pocket of a man preoccupied 

cold fish noun 1 an unfriendly person us 1924. 2 a standoffish, 
Unweiboming girl canaM, 1977 

cold-footer noun 1 it II I 1 meone too cowardly to 
become a soldier. From having cold feet [feat) Australia, 1916 
cold hole noun • I that has been 

verified as empty us. 1991 
coldie noun a cold beer mmhaua.. m3 
cold in the dong noun gonorrhea us. mi 
cold like dog nose adjective I 

cold meat party noun a funesl’rfii.r wStke US ™ 
cold one noun 1 a cold beer us, 1927. 2 an empty wallet, purse or safe 

‘ f :lk. m 

cold pit noun in motor racing, a member of the pit crew who works 
behind the wall separating the pit from the race track us, 1993 
cold-plate verb a stolen 

vehicle that matches the description of the vehicle to which the 
licence plate belongs us. 1993 

cold potato noun a waiter, especially a slow or inefficient one. 
CockneypBd theatrical rhyming slang u/c, 19w 

cold prowl noun 

cold-read verb (used of a fortune teller) to tell a fortune without 
background information'on the customer, relying onjidfeenahattS:. 


and the customer's answers for the predictions. A term borrowed 
from acting, where it means 'to read a script out loud without 
having studied lj'ts tm 

cold shake noun 1 11 1 1 I 1 reparing pills for injection b 
crushing and then disse®fpg them in cold water instead of 
Sgati'hg with a flartiff as ias 9 
cold spot noun a glass of iced tea us , 1957 

cold storage noun 1 a morgue us, 1949. 2 solitary conf nement us, 1949 

Coldstream Guards; coldstreams noun playing cards. Rhyming 
slang, formed on the name of the oldest serving regular regiment 
in the British'Army os 1992 

cold tea sign noun in ren ndicator of a geriatric's death in 
hospital. A blackly humorous medical symptom, glossed as 'when 
positive, refers to the several cups: of cold tea on the bedside 
caH®§t besides acrfpad geriatrichpC^te? 
cold turkey noun 1 in 1 1 1 li 1 11 fr 11 iddictive drugs 

suddenly; the time period ol that withdrawal us ms. 2 in blackjack, 
a hand comprised of two face cards us, i 9 so. 3 in poker, two kings 
dealt consecutively us, m 

cold turkey verb to withdraw from a habit or addiction suddenly 
and without any tapering off u$ t 1949 
cold turkey adjective (used 1 in ittem; to breal 1 drug addiction) 
sudden and complete without narcotics or medication to ease the 
withdrawal spnptpms u& is$$' 

cold turkey adverb 1 ed 1 1 itten >tt brea a drug addiction) 
suddenly and completely without narcotics or medication to ease 
'She withd rawat Symptoms shifts 
cold weather Indicators noun a woman's rjlgjies us, 2001 
Colgate noun any toothpaste trinidad and tobaco, 2003 
coli noun marijuana A shortening, perhaps, of broccoli (marijuana) 
or coliflortostao (marijuana) us, 197s 
colifor tostao noun marijuana. A 'toasted cauliflower’ In 
pncottventtWR)"Spanish us 1973 
colin noun an erection uk 2002 
coliseum curtains noun the foreskin uk 2002 
collabo noun an artistic collaboration. A hip-hop term uk. 21m 
collar noun 1 an arrest us, is/i. 2 a police officer us. 1973. 3 hard, 
laborious worfc E^pf gypsy use; shortened fromceobyehtional 
'collar-work.' uk 2a 1 4 an improvised sea between a dropper and 
needle used to inject drugs us, i 960 , s the steering column of a car 
us, 2009. ► finger a collar :e slang; a vari¬ 

ation of 'feel your collar' uk, urn. ► have your collar felt; have 
your collar touched 1 he a-e -I 1 toppei by the police. The 
active verb collar (to seize, to arrest) dates from the early C17. In 
those and other gentler times officers of the law would, reputedly, 
'Stgueh their suspect on the collar or $houkier to signify capture uk 

collar rerft 1 to grab someone by the collar, literally or figuratively; to 
arrest someone uk mi. 2 1.0 appropriate something; to steal 
something uk 1700. 3 to understand somethir g, to grasp something 
us. ms. 4 in horse racing, to run neck and neck us, mi. s (from a 
male perspective) oh - Im ,i_ 1 hop into the 
horsecollar Australia, 1971. ► collar a hot to eat a meal-c®, wz. 

► collar the jive to understand what is being said us, 1947 
collar and cuff noun.1 nal Rh ning slang for puff 


collars and cuffs noun ► matching collars and cuffs; collars 
and cuffs that match lly a woman, 

whose hpifis neither bleached nor dyed. A jocular suggestion that' 
the hair on the head is bfthi-same natural shade as the pyoic 

collars-for-dollars noun irresting officer 

trades the criminal's release for a share of the proceeds of the 


collats noun money. Abbreviated and adapted into predominantly 
black usage from 'collateral' (a pledge of equal value) uk 2000 
collect noun a 11 1 gambling tralia, 1966 
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collect verb i tc ill for a per i ind pr eed ith him or her uk 
1937. 2 to win at gambling; to take your winnings Australia, 1982 
collect call noun a citizens' baric! radio message f|rA, specific 
named iftirspfi 5s im 

collection box noun the vagina Bahamas, m2 

college noun jail uk m 

college classique noun In 1 )u01 1 s| 1 I liege preparatory 

school. These Catho ic schools, absorbed into the state system of 
junior colleges, asftjltil known by their French name, even among 
anglophones Canada, 1963 

College Eye noun ,1 L II It 121 min tar aircraft. Vietnam 
war usage us, t$su 

college hill noun a well-off section of town us, jsd $l 
College Joe noun it us. mi 

college try noun hood of failure. 

Especially common as 'the old college try' us, ms 
college widow noun 1 11 1 h live n near a college town 

and dates men from the college year after year us, 1900 
collie noun marijuana. I rom kali Jamaica, 1970 
Collie; Colly nickname Ichester; hen I 1 hi u Corrective 
Establishment at Colchester; detention therein. Military use 10c 1974 
collie dug noun the person is 

a fool or a victim G asgow rhyming slang for mug, formed from 
the local pronunciation of ‘collie dog' uk Scotland, xm 
Collie Knox noun I F I I nil I lb Red Darnells, 

1980 UK, mm 

collie man noun a marijuana dealer Jamaica, < 01 ?. 
colly noun i an erecti n. Derive rom earlier h ning slang,'colleen 
bawn' for horn; formed on the name of the heroine of The Lily of 
Killarney, an 1862 opera by Ju ius Benedict uk. nw. 2 cauliflower. 
Also variant 'cabli' ul c mi 

collywobbles noun nun tied condi 1 ofthe tomach. Derives 
from the conventional senses of 'colic' and 'wobble' uk. 1323 

Colney Hatch; colney noun formed on 

[he one time lunatic asylum in north London uk. i960 
Colombian noun ina from Colombia us 1971 

Colombian gold noun marijuana from Colombia, yellow in colour 
m 19 76 

Colombian marching powder noun dafiame us, 1992 
Colombian necklace noun a form of execution intended to set an 
example in which the victim's throat is slit Probably formed after 
the more elaborate Colombian necktie-IS ms 
Colombian necktie noun ,1 1 rn fexecuti 1 intended to set an 
example in which the victim's throat is slit and the tongue puled 
down througfrthe gaping wound. From a well-dressed image in , 
which the tongue replaces a tie. A Colombian necklace is less elab- 

Colombian red noun marijuar 1 from lombia reddish in colour 

Colonel Blimp noun 1 a shi lang, inspired 

by the following sense uk, 1992. 2 a very conservative, reactionary 
man. Often shortened to 'blimp'. From the cartoon character 
invented by British cartpBriist David Low, 1891 -1963, and brought 
to life by Welsh acini Rogei Livesey, 1906-76, in the film The Life 
and Death of Gblwp Blimp, 1943 uk i 934 
Colonel Gadaffi; colonel noun 1 I min hang, formed on 
■'■fts name ofthe Libyan leader Colonel Muammar al-Qaddafi 
(b;1942) uk. 2002 

Colonel Klinknoun 11 ilgh-ranking pr n officer. A reference to 
Hogan's Heroes, a popular television comedy ofthe late 1960s us. 

Colonel Prescott; colonel noun 1 1 it. F Ian 

thoughtto date from the 1930s uk 1992 
Colonel Sanders noun a malure male homosexual who is especially 
attracted to boys or young men, An afc^lph to the founder of the 
Kentucky Fried Chicken™ ffiftdhise t® 


color noun 1 in roller derby, any type of theatrics that would make 
the skater stand out Jo fans us, 1999. 2 money us, 1 950. 3 in a casino, 
any feting token worth more 1 than one dollar us nr? 
color verb ► color it dos make that a ddableis 1997 
Colorado noun 1 cocaine, w3. 2 a red barbiturate capsule, especially 
if branded Seconal™. FromSpftiBh Colorado (the colour red). 

Often abbreviated to 'colie' us. ip) 

Colorado cocktail noun marijuana uk lfs| 

Colorado Kool Aid noun Coors IM beer. Brewed in Colorado, and for 
several decades not marketed nationally is /j?> 
colored people’s time noun used for denoting a lack of punctuality. 
One ofthe very few instances in which the former ameliorative 
'colored people' ii%8(l used In the, USauS; tsb? 
colored showers noun a sexua tish in I 1 1 1 rination on your 
partner us. m93 

colored town noun th a large population of 

flack' people us mi 

color for color advert) in American casinos, the method of paying 
ifi|ts - one denomination at a tffifes 1980 
color me verb u n adjective for 

describing a personal condition us. 1962 
colors noun 1 insigni that inder 1 gr u[ membership, especially in 
motorcyle gangs us. 1966. 2 the coloured c othing worn as a signal 
af png affiliation tsr; »© 

color-struck adjective overly conscious of skin colour os, ran 
color up verb i i i mil I i i rade hips of one 
denomination for chips of a higher denomination us mi 
colour noun an Aboriginal Australian Australia, 1995 
colourful adjective (of language) robust and lively, some may say 
aiforeive uk tss* 

colour of his eyes noun lira ze i ihe pern Rhyming slang for 


Columbia clutch noun ah Overdrive gear us, im 
Columbian noun 111 1 11 na - ni pe 1 1 Colombian, also seen 

as 'Coluiflteatrted', 'ColumMfe gold’, etc us, mi 

Columbus black noun 11 un in .. i to riginate in Columbus, 

Ohio LB, 1982 

Columbus Circles noun dark circles beneath an actor's eyes us m2 
com noun a sale or vault's combination us 1949 
combat fishing noun sporl fishing al a crowded fishing spot us 1993 
combat-happy adjective deranged by the horrors of combat us m2 
combat jack noun 1 ret fmasturl iti 11 I 1 mbat soldier to 
relieve the tension or boredom of combat us, 2003 
combat professor noun in Vietnam, an American military advisor. 

combats noun fashionable trousers with a military design An 
abbreviation of 'combat tra^Sl', 2000 
Combat Zone nickname >wn Boston, 

dominated by sex shops, bars and drug dealers.ai mi‘ 
comber noun a large wave that breaks on a reef or a beach us 1.977 
combine harvester noun a class 9 goods locomotive uk mo 
combonouniai mbinatl 1 1 inythir pi il or abstract us. 1921. 
2 a white man who cohabits with an Aboriginal woman. A term of 
derision Fromfobrnbination', as they combine black and white 
Australia, 1896. 3 a small jazz band us 1924. 4 in pool, a combination 
shot, or one in which the cue ball 15 stfotonto a numbered ball 
that then hits the object ball ( is, s a combination lock or 1996. 
► go combo of a white man, to live with an Aboriginal woman 

AUSTRALIA, 1896 

combol noun codashe ore 2003 

comb-over noun ir 1a hair 1 I in m rafe I ng strands grown 
on' one side ofthe head are contrived to cover a bald pate uk im 
combusse noun a married man's lover. She ‘comes bust up the 
marriage’ trinidad and roeAGO, 20m 
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come verb i to experience in orgasrr 2 to yield to bribery or 

persuasion uk mo. 3 to behave in a specified way, as in 'Don't 
come (he innocent with me’ uk 'arc. ► come a cropper to fall 
heavily; to be the victim of an accident I rom hunting jargon, 'a 
cropper' (a fell) uk. vtu. ► come a tumble to detect something, 
to fathom something, to understand somethingpwiyfeipg slang 
for RUMBLE UK 1 99c. ► come big (of a bellor n horse racing) to 
bet more than usual on a race Australia , m 9 . ► come down like 
trained pigs in horse racing t< fini h a iace exactly as predicted 
us, 1 951 . ► come from to emanate from; t< | e the philosoph¬ 
ical basis for a statement or action. Another vague term of the 
1960s us, 1978 . ► come high or come low i no matter what 
trinidad and tobago, 2003 . ► come home (of the effects of LSD) to 
dwindle, diminish and vanish us, mz. ► come home early in 
horse racing, to establish and hold an early ead to win a race us, 
1951 . ► come hot i n miicei t indl i mpletethe 
swindle which the victim immediately understands to have been a 
swindle us. ms. ► come like salt lo he in g eat. abundance 
fmiDADAND tobago, 20 03 . ► come over all peculiar to fes! 
suddenly physically indisposed oi emotionally 'inset. A later variant 
of come over all queer, avoiding the ambiguous and 
incorrect queer i ► come over all 

queer to feel aid i I i nl I r emotionally upset 
uk mz. ► come over all unnecessary; go all unnecessary to 
become sexually excited uk urn. ► come sick to experience the 
bleed period of th< menstrual cycle i " ► come the acid; 
come the old acid; come the old acid drop to be heavily 
sarcastic or especially impudent. I rom acid (sarcasm) uk m2. 

► come the bludge on From bludge 

(to cadge) Australia, /9.5s. ► come the cunt; come the old cunt 
to be particularly obstreperous or unpleasant I rom cunt (an 
unpleasant or de i ible per n) ► come the old 

soldier 1 to \ heed 0 imposf n omeone. Of military origin 
uk ism. 2 to hector someone, to domineei someone, by virtue of 
supposed greater knowledge. Deriving from the likely behaviour of 
the longed: r ei 11 1 1 1 1 11 I ► come the 

raw prawn 1 1 1 1 I 1 meon rim; e upon them. A 

raw prawn is hard to swallow Australia its 2 to behave in a 
recalcitrant manner Heard among Irish abourers uk 1979. ►come 
the tin man 

► come the tin soldier; come the old tin soldier to be 

impertinent or obstructive An elaboration and slight shift in sense 
from COME THE OLD soldier uk mz. ► come to grief 1 to get into 
serious trouble; to fail uk isso. 2 to take a tumble; to have a fall. 
Usually foun ► come your lot to 

experience an orgasm An elal ratior com: » ►come 

your mutton ► come your 

turkey (of a male) to masturbate uk mi 
come; cum noun i semen us 1923. 2 an orgasm. From the verb sense 
l>see.- COME AND GO 

come across vert 1 enerall 1 man) to take part in sexual 
intercourse Australia, mz. 2 to have sex as the result of persuasive 
nsistence us, 1921. 3 to agree to become an informer us, 1973. 4 to 
give therappeafance .of having .3 specified characteristic UK ms 
come again? please r r resta 1 1 1 just said us, mo 


come chugger noun a person who performs oral sex on men us 1999 

come clean verb to tell the truth, taOonfes&tS'»« 

come day, go day; come day, go day, God send Sunday 

adjective laid back, unruffled us, 19m 
comedown noun 1 a person, thing or event that dampens your 
spirits or depresses you 1 is, 1 152. 2 a period during which the 
(wmimsbing- sensations of a.4rog are felt uk. im 
come down vert 1 1 experience he easing of drug intoxication us, 
1959. 2 to arrive in prison us. 1972. 3 (of a river) to food; to be 
inundated. Many Australian rivers are mostly dry fer a large part of 
ttie year and then fill, often qiift?-Suddenly, during the wet season 
AUSTRALIA, 1868 

come down! in il ^ port 11 he used a in imperative to 
instruct a pupil to refrain from completing a shot uk im 

come dumpster; cum dumpster noun a prami|^t|is female us, 

come freak; cum freak noun ed with sex us 

come-fuck-me adjective sexually alluring; An embellished fuck-me us 
come gum; cum gum noun chewing gum with a liquid centre us 
come-here noun a person originally from outside a community us, 

come-hither look noun a flirtatious and inviting glance uk mi 
come-inroun in a circus, the horn period before the performance, 
'tolng,which patrons are allowed to enter the big top us, 19m 
come in, Berlin used as a humorous request that someone joins a 
conversation. Often said with a melodramatic ftailtisb, mimicking 
a military communication US; 1978 
come in if you're pretty used in response to a knock on a 
dressing room door, i heatrical camp; certain y in use since the 
'friid-198g$c*, ms 

come in spinner! 1 in the gambling game 1 -up, used as a call 
signalling that cl bets are aid and 11 is time 10 spin the coins 
Australia, 1943. 2 begin!, commence! Australia, 19 57 
come it verb 1 tr 2 to wheedle, 

to rmpcsecon someone, df military origins; 3 Variation of come 

TMFOlb SOLDIER UK, 1925 
come-off noun an event'ortfiiSfevs, wsz 

come off vert it happen, e - i II i ha; en uccessfully uk im. 
2 to orgasm. A variation of come ui 193 3 to give the appearance 
of whatever characteristic is specified us, 2003 
come off it! Pol me! 

Elaborated from the earlier US usage: 'come off!' and phrases like 
‘Come off yorff pifcftf atnd 'come off the 'gjassf’t* m2 
come-on noun 1 nl 11 hi ften ins; ken uk 1971 2an 

invitation, especially unspoken and especially sexual us, 1942. 3 an 
inducement uk 2001 


come-along; cum-along noun 

conductor under strain us, 1944 

come and go; come noun snow. Rhyming slang, extending from 
the verb form 'coming and going' (snowing) uk 1992 
comeback noun 1 a return to a formerly successful status us, ms. 2 a 
repercussion; repercussions uk m, 3 revenge us, mt. 4 a return 
call on a citizens' band radio us 19 76. 5 a boomerang Australia, iszs. 
6 an adulterant used to dilute crack cocaine A chemical that when 
baked looks, smell, and tastes like crack us, m 
come back verb 1 1.0 reply us im. 2 to reply to a citizens' band radio 
broadcast us raw. 3 to retract something, to take something back, 
especial ly tft apolefiSically canGel a previous remark Australia, 1957 
comeback kid noun I room where he 

has previously stayed, using a key he failed to return us, 1954 

come-back money noun in 111 racing ..- from off-track 

betting operations that Is wired to a race track just before a race 


come on verb 1 to demonstrate sexual interest us, 1959. 2 to 
commence the bleed period of the menstrual cycle. Euphemistic 
uk, 1 984. 3 (of drugs) io start having an effect us 1 945 . 4 to give the 
appearance of whatever characteristic is specified. Originally used 
in jazz circles but exampled here as a song title and lyric by 
.tfetodii#avy metal band Pretty Maids Uk, m2 
come on snake, let's rattle! let's dancel Teen slang us ms 
come on worm, let's wiggle let's dartCe US 1954 
come out verb i nly or publicly 

us mi. 2 to declare or admit to a personal fact uk 2000. 3 to leave 
college or high school' amateur athletics and sign a ppntraet to 
play professionally us 1990 . 4 to leave the bush lo return to an 
urban or settled area Canada, mi. ► come out of the closet to 
declare your homosexuality operlly of publicly us 1971 
come outside!; outside! 1-' 1 1 chalk igf to fight. A shortening 
of arty number of variations on ‘Gome outside and fight!' uk ws 4 
comer noun a promising prospect ur«»» 
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come scab noun a dried-on patch of semen on skin uk 2002 
come shot; cum shot noun a scene in a pornographic film or a 
photograph of a man ejaculating us. 1972 

come the revolution 1 1 the future 

everything will change for the better, used as a catchphrase 
response to an unanswerable complaint, or as a vague, unmeant 
Sweat of revenge tS mr 

come the revolution you'll be first against the wall used j|K 
complaint against any figure of authority ore 7997 
come-through noun in a big store confidence swindle, the stage 
when the vicSl#learns that he has been, swindled and goes after 
the swi ndieri u». w 

come-to-bed-eyes noun male or female eyes that offer a glimpse of 
sete^figpjSlise, allegedly tw<, mt 
come to that! on it! uk 19 23 

come undone veib 1 li ral nd iginative sense: to fall to pieces; 

also, to meet with difficulties or disaster uk, mr 
come unstuck verb 1 literal ar igurati nse to fall pieces; 
also,-t& meet with difTieultieteg disaster- Earlier variations are 
'co'me uirrput’ and come undone. All have the sense 'to fall apart' 

come-up noun a robbery us, 2003 

come up verb i ( A variation of the 

earlier come on uk , m 2 in glow up; to be raised us, mo. 3 of a 
racehorse (that h been l n in ► come up 

trumps to succeed; to turn out well. An image of card playing uk 


come up on verb to have a win on a lottery, or football pool, or the 

comfort lady noun a prostitute us, 2000 
comfy adjective comfortable uk 1829 

comfy wing noun u n 1 1 uu n- m I 1 p 1 nu I 
have earned the privilege of greater comfort. From comfy 
feOiWbrta.bl@)uc 2000 

comical adjective -I i r hun ii i mill chemical' us, «8 
comical Chris noun an act of urination Rhyming slang for piss uk 

comic book noun mill ive ia log bo< - i reflection of the 
degree of attention given to the log book by some drivers us. m 
comic cuts noun the ; 

comics noun i the t ii I Ashortenin ni wits rhyming 

i i i Niim 2 s ipogr; phic; I maps. Cynical Vietnam war 

usage mr i99i. 3 weekly motorcycle newsp; pers and magazines uk 
1979. ► read too many comics m con use m earns with reality 

comic strip noun a person with many tattoos us, 1997 
coming down!; coming through! used as a warning by a surfer to 
other surfers that he is starting a ride on a wave us, 1991 
coming out party noun dischargefrom prison US, ism 
comings noun semen. From come (to orgasm.) uk mt 
comm noun a commission Australia, 1939 
commando noun a person with rough sexual tastes us, 7904 
commando adjective ► go commando to wear no underwear. 
Commandos are a ways ready '01 action us, 2001 

commercial noun 1 male .. 1 I | 1 > 1 uteus 7949 2asex 

scene in,a pornographic film. An intentionally misl&dfrigterrrl 
Which makes a public discussion about the production of 
pornography possible without ofFendipgrtfiose 
commercial highway engineer noun a truck driver. A humorous 
glamorisation of the job us, 19/1 

commercial traveller noun 1 a ran that escapes its paddock new 
Zealand, 2002. 2 a poison with bags under lit, eyes. From a music- 
hall joke current in the 1930s uk mi 
commienouni r imr tun t lite il i ippr imatelyus 109.2a 
computer uk ism 


commish noun 1 a commission, a percentage on sales us, 7862. 2 a 

Cpffifflffiloner us isio 

commo nouni 2 iilitary radio; com¬ 

munications us, 7964 . 3 purchases from a prison shop us. 7992 

commo adjective CorwftUhiSttSC 

commodore noun the sum f fifteen [ ind £15 Extended from 
rhyming slang lady; lady godiva (a fiver, £5) - via the.song 'Three 
Times a Lady', by the Commodores, 1978 uk 2003 
common noun c 1 the 1950s and 

60s, especially as 'a bit of common', now rare uk 1936 
common adjective ► as common as cat shit and twice as nasty 
extremely ordinary; very cheap and nasty; morally orwEtsIlyo, 
ibWbath you uk 1968 

common dog noun common sense Military slang uk rasz 
commo wire noun ele 11 tl ire used for a ide variety of tasks us, 


comms noun (S@|itBpic^tioas, aw; 
community chest noun a sexually available girl us. im 
commute verb to take DM I, a short-lasting hallucinogen us, 1970 
Como noun a Fred Per ' hirt t fashion i n ith iconic status 
among skinheads. Via singer Perry Como lpjif- 2001 ) UK,2tioi 
comp noun 1 ’ UK 1929. 2 a 

complimentary benefit given lo valued customers us 1977. 

3 compensation 1 is. 19; 4 a compositor; a typesetter us 7842 
comp verb i l ary basis us mi. 

2 to accompany someone musically us 7949 
compa noun 1 very cl 1 1 1 I 1 inish used in English 
conversation by Mexican-Americans; from the rnorefl^iiial 
compadre (godfather to one's child) us. 1974 
compadrenoun 1 I ind tru In tie friend Ultimately from the 
Spanish word for 'godfather of your child' us, 1833 
company noun sex. Used as a euphemism by prostitutes soliciting 
customers us tm 

company girl noun pro itute tired to enliven a corporate event or 
outing us i960 

company jewellery noun ty hat, badge and 

switch keys us, k m 

company patsy noun the person within an organisation who is 
blamed for everything that goes wrong us, 1973 
complain verb ► can't complain!; musn't complain! things are 
tolerable, nothing 10 really complain about A catchphrase, often 
given as a by-rote reply without consideration of the sense uk M7 
comp list noun a list kept at the door of a club or concert, 
identifying those who are to be admitted free of charge us, 1999 
compo noun 1 compensation uk 2000. 2 worker's compensation 
Australia, is-is 3 a composition trinidad and tobago, 2003. 4 mixed 
mortar, plaster or the Wke Australia. »w 
comprehensively adverb thoroughly, indisputably; in a v big and 
a delightfully humorous way Sporting uk 1979 

comprehensive physician noun t ... 1 doctor specialising 

in diseases of the rectum Based on any number of pale puns 
about 'holes' and 'whole patients' us, 1980 
comprenday verb to understand. Cod French, from comprendre (to 
comprehend) uk 2001 

comprende?d< t understand 1 in hu II' English speakers 
without regard to their 1 uency in Spanish, and with multiple vari- 
iSjabns reflecting their lack of fluency os, 1994 
comps noun US. 7967 

compsci noun i ui t u tudent. A shor enin i i I 
compounding of the discipline, pronounced Carrjp-iski"t*. 2002 

compty adjective f FI ind ustani 

derivation uk 1 m 

compute verb to make sense. Almost always heard in the negative - 
'does not compute' Popularised in the 960 s television situation 
CoffieJy My Living Doll, in which the robotic character played 
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Julie Newmar would respond toajiphing that she did not 
understand by saying 'That does not compute' us, 1954 
computer geek noun 'ed around 

computers to the exclusion of all other outlets us 1991 
computer nerd noun 1 studen h enthusiasm for computers 
has interfered with the development of a well-rounded personality 

compy noun a competition Australia, taps 

compy? do y< H1 1 11 I tanr -.plete or iption of the French 

or Spanish us, mr 

comrat a p ideal Ii ral. A der tory pla n the communist 
Js&eaf-the term 'comrade' 6Sr»sr 

comred noun a political liberal. A play on the term 'comrade' us 1953 
comsymp noun a liberal r 11 urn 1 iiInzer us iw 
con noun 1 a cor v 1 1 re icl 21 iminal conviction uk 

1925. 3 deception; an act intended to trick 01 deceive; a tale 
Intended to deceive us rsa. 4 a convention. Especially popular 
among fans of science fiction and comic books us w s in horse 
racing, a concession wager ,v istralia m <9. 6 a conference; a consul- 
tation Lawyers' use us mi. 7 a lavatory attendant us, mi 
con verb to subject someone to a confidence trick; to dupe the 
Victim of a criminal enterprise us. m2 
Con-Air noun an aeroplane fl n i he fed rl Bureau of Prisons 
' transport prisoners us. 1996 

Conan Doyle; conan noun 11 boil. Rhyming .dang, formed on the 
name of Sir Arthur Conan' Doyle, author and creator of Sherlock 
Holmes A^the current use is almost exclusively of the shortened 
form, to many the Source of the rhyme, and hence the rhyme 
itself has been lost uk, 1932 
con artist noun a skilled confidence swindler us 1937 
concert noun a play, a show; any theatrical entertainment uk, 1992 
concertina noun hee[ I 1 1 lard t hear because of the 
wrinkles on itsjfkinvrusrRAcM, rsss 
conch noun i imptuously 

Australia, ms. 2 a while native of the Bahamas, especially a poor 
one BAHAMAS, 1840. ► have the conch to be your turn to speak, 
tlpjbm the symbolic value of icghdli-shell, in William dslding's/ 
t0j of the Flies, 1954ef a m 
conchie; conchy noun a conscientious objector uk 1917 
Conchie Joe; Conchie Joe noun a local white Bahamian Bahamas, 


Conchy Joe noun >see: conky joe 

Con Club noun 111 provincial h iquart 1 fthe onservative and 
Unionist Association. Described in The Sunday Times, 20th August 
1978, as 'that ambiguous abbreviation' uk 197s 
con-con noun the residue that remains after smoking freebase 
cocaine us, 1992 

concrete overcoat noun vith concrete to 

• Sf iBate its disposal in. a body of water m t 
concrete overshoes noun concrete poured around a person or 
body's feet to faabate disposal in a body of water us. m5 
concrete wheelsnoun 1 lizei band radii ran nutter situated in 
a, byildirtg. Citizens' band radio slang uk mi 
concuss adjective suffering the symptoms of a concussion Singapore, 

condo noun an < im us, 1964 

condom noun 1 11 mputin th pla I it protects a 3.5 

inch disk us, 1991. 2 in pool, a removable rubber sleeve for a cue 

condominiums noun in 11 d m 11 II li m the cup in 
which some dice are stacked on top of Others, invalidating thejitill 1 

conducer noun a railway conductor us, 1945 

conductor noun 1 a guide for 

another who is experiencing the drug's effects; LSD us. m2. 2 the 


second active participant in serial sex withySsSifigle passive pafthat 
From pull a train (serial sex) us, 19%. 
cone nouni a detachaLle conical receptacle of a pipe or bong; the 
contents of one of these Australia, 199 5. 2 a cone-shaped marijuana 
cigarette uk 2000. 3 a socially inept perron An abbreviation of 
conehead us, i99o. ► give cone 

► pull a cone to moke the er ire ntenl I i a detachable 
conical receptacle of a marijuana pipe Australia, m7 
conehead noun i a habitual smoker of marijuana Australia, m7. 2a 
socially inept person. From a recurring.skit on Saturday Night Live, 
first appearing in 1983; Dan Aykroyd played alien Beldar Conehead 
and Jane Curtin his wife Prymaat us. i m. 3 a young person with a 
Shaved head and radical racist views. Another name for the 
common skinhead newzealand, 2001 
coner noun a pickpocket who distracts a targeted victim by dropping 
ice-cream cone at ttevictirn's feet uk 19 m 
Coney Island noun 1 m 1 min 1 police tation vheie suspected 
criminals are forcefully interrogated us out 2 a lunch cart a 
condiment-rich lunch served from .1 lunch cart us, i960. 3 any 
travelling carnival or amusement park trinibadand tobagd. 1927 
Coney Island butter noun mustard us, . 1947 
Coney Island whitefish noun 11 ed ndom The most 
prominent use of the term is probably in the title of the 1979 
Aerosfflttb song 'Bone to Bone (Coney Island White f|$TBoy)'-d| 

conference noun a poker game An intentionally misleading 
euphemism us. ms 

confessional noun polu 11 ie room uk mi 
confetti noun 1 bricks. An abbreviation of Irish confetti us, mo. 

2 snow. Obviously, 'wet confetti' is 'sleet' uk mi 
confidencer verb in ele ti ini ie 1 e that scieens out background 
A telephone mouthpiece USjjsks 
confo noun a conference-Ausfgte;9,..®j;' 

confound! cm e 1 1a nfound it >rfound you!', etc; 

useddwxtoild oaths or im precations uk i 966 
confounded adjective inopportune, unpleasant, odious, excessive uk 

Confucius he say used as an ntroduction to either a genuine or 
Cynical philosophical proposition, or as a set-upto a joke that is 
archly stylised: its lack of the use of 'a' or 'the', approximates 
'oriental' words of wisdom. An example (selected at random from 
a wealth of !nterhlfi.’#:es that celebrate this comedic formula): 
'Crowded elevator small different to midget 1 . Confucius, 551 -479 
BC, was a great Chinese philosopher not best remembered for his 
jokes and double entendres uk, 1975 
confuddle up adjective confused Bahamas, m2 
confuffle noun III I Mi TI PAGO 1993 

confusion noun a street fight; a quarrel leading to a fight. Noted as 
jjF West tndiafrdrigini4MA/C4 m 

Cong noun a ci ti e iti ial chapel; a foil i fthe Congregational 
faith. The Book of Congregational Praise was known as 'Cong 
Praise'. The faded from use after the Congregational^ufpS? 
merged with the Presbyterian Church of England in 1972. 

Members of the newly formed United Reformed fehafbij' soon 
became 'Url&f« mi 

Congo noun a Congregationalist Australia, 1953 

Congo brown; Congo dirt noun marijuana purportedly grown in 

Africa US 1992 

Congolese noun ii extremel x enl iriet f marijuana cultivated 
in the Republic of Congo uk ma, 
congrats noun congratulations UK 1394 

conhanger noun the co-signer of a purchase contract or loan us ms 
con into; con out of verb to subject someone to a criminal trick; to 
fool a victim intosglvwg up somethirqg>'@f valuer ©arivfiffisiot con 
( confidence trick), ms 
conjugals noun conjugal rights uk,®? 
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conk | Con U 


conk verb i to straighten hair using any number of chemical 
processes us 1944. 2 to hit someone, especially on the head uk, 1821. 
3 to kill someone us ms 

conk; konknoun 1 ihe head us ism. 2 the nose; hence, a nickname 
for anyone blessed with a big nose Possibly from 'conch' (a large 
shell) with Latin and Greek derivations uk, 1812. 3 a hairstyle in 
which naturally curly hair is Chemically straightened; hence, the 
half ■straightening process; fttagtamcal preparation required 

conkbuster verb inexpensive, potent whisky us, 1947 

conked; conked out adjective (of a mach’ne) not working; (of a 

person) exhausted uk im 

conker noun a line of traffic that builds up behind a slow driver uk. 


conk out; konk out; clonk out rerttsSflt asleep; to pass @05: to 
stop ope rating ox, 1917 

conky noun 1 conk. Variants 

include donkey' at id 'c< >nkie' ; 19 2 used 0' any person with a 

large nose, From conk (a nose). Arthur Wellesley, Duke of 
Wellington {1759-1852) is perhaps the best; known of people so 
profiled; he was known first as 'contey', then 'did con key'. Another 
variant spelling is 'konsky' uk mi. 3 the penis Bahamas, 1982 
Conky Joe; Conchy Joe noun a white person,.. or;aperson with very 
light-coloured skin Bahamas, tmi 
con man noun is, im 

con merchant noun a confidence swindler vs, ms 
connect noun a Conner tion from which an illic it substance may he 
obtained; a drug dealer us, i960 
connect verb to make a sexual conquest us r 
connected adjective • 11- I ith, if not a forr lal part of organ¬ 
ised crime us, 1977 

connection noun 1 a drug dealer; a drug deal us, 1 ps 2 a sexual 
partner t is, 1« . 3 a friend south Africa, 2004 
connections noun in horse racing, a horse's owner, trainer and the 
trainer's assistants us,, law 

connectors noun in | ker evera ;u iced id that might be 
improved to a five-card sequenced straight us. 1990 
conneroo noun a confidence swindler is; 

connie noun 1 a convict Australia, ru 4 . 2 a type of playing marble. A 
shortening of connie agate Australia 1 ... 3a tram or train 
conductor Australia, 1933. 4 a small stone or rock, especially one for 
throwing. Used mainly in eastern nnaiw!Sdd%jStralia. Possibly 
from an Australian Aboriginal language Australia, razs 
Connie noun 1 a Constellation airliner. An aircraft lhat in the 1950s 
and 60s linkedkepuntrfeand continents. In 2004, the Dutch 
National Aviodrome museum completed the restoration of a 
Lockheed L-749 Constellation. The project was titled '’Connie 
Comeback' us m 1 . 2 a Royal Enfield 'Constellation' motorcycle, 
introduced in 1958 uk 1979. 3 a Lincoln Continental car us, 1971. 

4 the vagina. A proper name as a euphemism (perhaps for cunt) 
'§1 m 

connie agate noun 

Perhaps from 'cornelian', with elision, of the Taust&sua 1916 
Connie's army noun 1 I tilla 1 ipporter f the racing yacht 
Constellation in the 1962 America Cup races. An obvious allusion 
to 'Arnie's army' us ism 

conniver about verb to wander aimlessly Australia, 1993 

con out of verb >see: CON INTO 

conrod noun a connectin 1 I 1 -II enginee und mechanics 


cons noun 1 a prison sentence us 1 > .... 2 previous convictions 
Metropolitan Police slang uk razs 
cons verb in computing, to add an Item to a list us rasa 
con safos used as a warning not to deface the writer's grafitti us 


conscious adjective ocio-politii I iware 0 blacl race issues uk 1994 


con’s con noun 111 1 1 n 1 ideal pri ner in the ipinion of other 
inmates, from con (a convict) uk 2001 
consent job noun any crime committed with ihe consent of the 
victim, who theft- collestsifn ran insurance' policy its 19m 
conshie noun 1 win 11 1-1 1 I 1 1 rast to the sense of 

'conscientious, objector’, which seems to have purchase 

in Australia Australia, isto 

consig noun in an organised crime enterprise, a trusted advisor. 

Shortened from the Italian consigliore us, rass 
constant screecher noun a teacher. Rhyming slang uk 1992 
consti noun const pated Slightly embarrassed if not entirely 
■euphemistic; recorded as a young woman’s usd.tiC 1982 

constipated adjective i in which your 

winks are tied down and useless us, 1977 
constipation noun a railway tation Rh nin It punnin 
perhaps, on a ack of movement, uk 1992 
constitutional noun 1 Irug I I 11 inje 1 n of the day us, rasa 

contact noun 11 1 111 11 111 n I 1 1 egree of riminalityor 

legality) an acquaintance, especially in business or trade; someone 
you can?i$|l.o.n for assistance or information; a Connection; aft,)'' 
agent us, 1931. 2 a reliable source for something, especially drugs us, 
1966. 3 a police informer us m2. 4 a c.onlacl lens. Usually used in 
'tfee plural us i90 

contact high noun s caused by 

witnessing another person's drug-induced experience us, 1955 
contact lens noun LSD; LSD mixed with another drug. Possibly frpms 
.the small size of a dose and its ability to change your view ofSiS'' 
world 

containered adjective locked in a eeffiK 1996 
content-free adjective said of a computer message that adds nothing 
to the substance of a SifOtetoi or to the reader's 
knowledge i4; 

continental cuisine noun frozen food served to firefighters, in 
remote but not inaccessible locations us, 1991 
continental kit noun in hoi 'adding, a spare tyre fastened on the 
boot (trunk) of the car nss 

contour adverb el US, 1988 

contours noun 11 ie 11 - 1 1 111 I mewhere between 

poetry and pornography uk im 

contract noun 1 an order hr kill someone or a reward offered lo 
anyone who kills ihe target us, 1941. 2 a promise made by one 
’police’ officer to do a favour for another us, ra® 
contract rider noun in I under contract 

with one stable us, m 

contra-rotating death banana noun a Chinook helicopter. In Royal 

Air Force use, 2002 uk, 2002 

contrary adjective .1 . neone pe inali >r lisposition) adverse, 
antagonistic, perverse I he earliest example is the undated nursery 
rhyme 'Mary, Mary, quite contrary' which is supposed to be about 
Mary Stuart, 1542-87 uk tm 

Control-Alt-Delete noun >see: ctrl-alt-delete 

control C verb to stop what 11 is that you are doing. A borrowing 
from'the command used arntpany coimpateroperatrrrg systems to 
interrupt a program us 1991 

control freak noun a person with an obsessive need to control 
#c®le and events us, 

controller noun 1 mid I operati in an illega mbling 
enterprise who is in charge of a number Of runners us raw 
control O verb 10 stop talking I rom the character used on some 
computer operating systems to abort output-but allow tlie 
program to keep on running, Generally means that you are not 
interested in hearing anythimg more from that pefsori, at least on 
tjfet topic us;##!. 

Con U nickname the formation 

of COncordia University out of two existing"fhsffti(tiof^>'Shis short 
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form expressed 4>fsadsft$%\ with procedures and pc|*i 

iCfeSOlWDA 1972 

conversate veib nverse in a loud and livel Lyle. From the 
conventional 'conversation' us, 2000 
conversion job noun a di 1 jrerr 1 11 r violent beating. 

From the conventional sense uk, kid 
convert noun a newly addicted drug addict us, 1949 
convert verb to steal something new Zealand, 19m 
convict noun i the zebra's 

striped coat, evocative of a prison 'tiroform ® me 
convincernoun the 1 ge in confider e indie when the victim 
is fully committed to the scheme ® 1940 
convo noun a conversation Australia, rasz 
convoy noun 1 n communi¬ 

cation with each other us 1971 2 serial sex between a woman and 
multiple male partners m 2004 

con wise adjective extremel .. ited in the ways of the world 

based on lessons learned in prison US, »t? 
coo noun the vagi na <M 1879 

cool; coo-er! 

wonderment uk, 1911 

cooch noun the vagina; sex with a woman us, 2001 

cooch dancer noun >see: COOTCH dancer 

coocher noun i exual u ti lancer us 1927 

coochie noun iman as a sex 

object 

coochie-cutters noun v§ys|®tfe.shorts us. ate 
coochi snorcher noun coochie (the 

vagi naj us, im 

coodernoun a hairdi li II itrived f m the name of US 
guitarist Ry Cooder (b.194-7) as a play on 'rrah' (hair), 'Ry 1 firming 
a pun on 'hair cut'. Used in contemporary gay society uk. 2003 
cooee noun the call 'cooee' Australia, is3i. ► within cooee within 
.ealtef distance of a 'cooee'; nearby, $ms.AUsrRALiA im 
cooee verb to make the ill ee stralia, 1824 
cooee! used a iver distance. A 

direct borrowing of theypall in the eiirtinct Australian Aboriginal 
language Dharugyfirofn the Sydney region. Adopted by the earit^ 
mute colonists, the call is used in the bush to mean both 'where 
are you?" and the answer 1 am here’. The 'coo' is drawn out and 
followed by a sharp, Mng iee' Australia, 1793 
cook noun i a musi n who pi ith great pa ion and energy us, 
1962. 2 on the railways, a rear brakesman us. 1977. 3 a look, in the 
phrases 'give a cook', 'have a cook', 'take a cook'. Possibly'rhyming 
slang, or may simply .be an accidental rhyme f^tSed by confusion 
with the Yiddish use of German guck (a look) uk i960. 4 extreme 

■f 0 i( 3 gjelA AUSTRALIA, 1989 

cook verb 1 to melt I lere larcot especiall heroin, in water, 
prior to injecting or inhaling. The drug is 'cooked up' and 'cooked 
down' us. i9S2. 2 to boi dynamite to extract nitroglycerine us. 1992. 

3 

baking soda and other chemicals to remove the hydrochloride us, 
1992. 4 to excel, to excite people us, 1942. s to falsify accounting 
figures; to manipulate them uk kd. 6 to make something radio¬ 
active, to become radioactive us 1950. 7 (used of a car radiator In 
8 to execute someone by 
► cook on all four 

employed. Adopted from cook with gas or cook on the front 
burner Canada, 1984. ► cook on the front burner to excel; to go 
fast us. 1956. ► cook with gas 'illy, especially 

after a period 11 n ng and failir ery well u. mi ►cook 

your goose i i ruir i neone hi < ne >ne i si 2to drink 
to the point of bang drank us, 1 964 
cookbook noun in computing, a book of code segments that can be 
used to enhance programs us, im 
cooked adjective i drunk or drug-intoxicated us sru. 2 in trouble us. 
1959. 3 embalmed us. rasz. 4 finished, exhausted uk. 1925 


cookem fry verb to die. Rhyming slang, from an earlier naval use as 

cooker noun 1 any object used to heat heroin preparatory to 
injecting it us. ids. 2 a person who prepares crack cocaine us 1992. 

3 a person or thing that excels or excites us 1943 
cooker verb to inject a drug intravenously uk 2003 
cookie noun 1 a person us. ms. 2 the vagina us. 1970. 3 a material 
reward or inducement; money us 1972. 4 a sweet confection that 
has marijuana as a major ingredient us sus. 5 cocaine us, 1949. 6 a 
large chunk of processed crack cocaine us 199:1. 7 a cigarette us me. 
8 a cigarette adulterated with crack cocaine us 1997. 9 a file that an 
Internet webpage leaves on the bird drive of a user's computer, 
that is retrieved whenever the user retums-io that webpage us 
1993. 10 a blood clot trave ling through the arteries us. 1994. 11 in 
television and film-making,, light sc reen designed to cast shadows 
us 1990. ► that's the way the cookie crumbles that's how 
things turn OW® tsss 

cookie breath noun I I holi fum irisir in someone who 
has drunk lemon extract or vanilla flavouring Canada. 1999 
cookie cutter noun 1 in circus and carnival usage, a police badge us. 
me. 2 the cap badge worn by officers of the Canadian Cadet 
Instructors Cadre. The OC cap badge is brass and mapleifeft 
shaped. As such, its irregular edges are lemimsceni. W the serrated 
edge ofd; ikbcheff bf^duit cutter Canada, 199$ 
cookie duster noun a moustache us ma 

cookies noun ► blow 

your cookies to vomit us raz6. ► get your cookies to experi 
ence pleasure, especially in a perverted way us 1956 

cookie toss noun vomit,® &7S 

cooking adjective-i in hufflet ird, used for mmunicating the fact 
that a disc Is in the kitchen us kid. 2 (used of surf conditions) 
excellent us «// 

cooking fuel noun low-octane petrol uk 197 9 

cooking lager noun a lager of no more than average strength uk 2002 
cook off verb (used of ammunition) to explode because of heat 
'fen a surrounding fire® 1990 

cook shack noun 1 a truck stop or roadside restaurant us, me. 2 a 
brakevan (caboose).® .9??. 

cook up verb i mething; to 

falsify something. Often in the form 'cook up a story' uk isi7. 2 to 
manufacture amphetamine us use 3 to process cocaine hydrocho- 
ridte into ctack cofStine UK.2002 

cooky noun in sabre fencing, a hit on the guard not on the target A 
corruption of 'coquille' (the guard) uk, ms 
cool noun 1 self-coni I" iij ire 2 a truce between street 
gangs us 1958. 3 a look. Back slang® 1977 
cool verb 1 tc It I I I erous us, ra 2t0 

idle; to pass time doing nothing us 1990. 3 to kill, or at least 
4 ► cool it to 

uhwind(,fp Calm down; to slow down, to ease of| to stop whatever 
activity you are engaged in Often used hi Hie imperative us 1953. 

► cool your brains to < iln I 1 tobago, ms 

► cool your heels lo resl uk ids ► cool your jets to calm 
down; to back off us. ms. ► cool your liver 10 drink alcohol 

BARBADOS, 1998 

cool adjective i f 2 acceptable, 

agreeable us 1994. 3 (of jazz or the style of a jazz performer) 
relaxed, good, modem us 1947 4 discreet, under control. Similar to 
the earlier cool as a cucumber uk 1952. 5 retaining complete per- 
sofBt pontral of the need for drugs or whilst drug-exhilarated,-or so 
the user believes uk m3. 6 not carrying 1 legal drugs uk 19 67. 7 used 
► cool like 

GokOOl vei, II - I'll TOBAGO.1938 

coolaboola; coder-boder adjective excellent, admirable, acceptable. 
An elaboration of cool (acceptable) combining a slangy 
abridgement of the Irish ruatflesbuaille (a row, hgpjconfMj$& 

noise) IRELAND. 1996 

cool as adjective extr n I ii i I An intensification of 
cool, shortened Ipfe cool as fuck, etc uk 2002 
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cool as a cucumber | coot 


cool as a cucumber adjective self-possessed uk c.1732 
cool as a fish's fart adjective calm, composed irbland. 1996; 
cool as fuck adjective An 

intensification of cool. In 1990 , the phrase 'cool asftrf was part 
of the logo-styl ing for UK-band the lrg$tel -Carpets uk m> 
cool bananas! great! excellent! Australia, resz 
cool beans! 

cool breeze noun used as a term of address, generally with 
admiration U&fefrr- 

cool breeze adjective calm- 19 67 

cool breezer noun n refree 1 1 1! .infer os mss 
Cool Britannia noun 1 1 1 u I 1 in 1 risation for fashionable 
British culture. Puns 'Rule Britannia'; originally coined by the 
Bonzo Dog Doo Dah Band in 1967 : 'Cool BritatSfJftP? Brit#&li.y< 5 B: 

cool-cool; cool-cool SO adverb as if nottO§ mNipAD AN0 f&BAGO. 2003 
coolcrack verb to Kill Sdrpeone us, >s«* 

cool dad noun 1 li I ill 1 11 1 le e student usage 

<!§§»» 

cool deal! 

cool down verb tO tSjffl ffaWH UK, 1882 

cooler noun 1 a jail or prison us. ts/2. 2 a cell used for solitary con¬ 
finement, a segregation unit us ism 3 an infirmary. Where one’s 
social activities are 'put on ice' us, m3. 4 a morgue us, 1994. sa 
silencer attached to a hand gun 1is, 1 ■ 2. 6 a cigarette laced with 
cocaine us, 1994. 7 a stacked deck c >1 cards iised by a cheat us, mss. 

8 in horse racing, a horse that is not expected to win the race us. 
mss. 9 a lightweight cotton blanket 0.1: on a horse after a warm-up 
S 1964 

cooleF-bagger noun a man with .1 paunch Feen slang; coined In 
humorous reference to six-packer (a well-built man) south Africa, 

coolgardie safe; Coolgardie noun a type of storage locker for 
keeping foodstuffs cool ■ rom the name of a Western Australian 
mining town Australia, 1924 

cool head main thing! ilm down 

Hawaiian youth usage us, 1972 

cool-hunter noun 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 the identification of up- 

comfhg trends, especially in the media or fashion industry 
fdrtlaf on cool (feshionable}UM 20® 
coolie noun 1 a loner 1 er 11 h refusest 1 in a gang us. ms. 

2 a hip, street-smart person us, mss. 3 a cigarette to which crack 
cocaine:)^;, been added us, 1992 

Coolienouni 111 1 ill -11 iiii n oflndiar Went Offensive, 

insulting India, ms 2 a Vietnamese civilian. Fhe Cl 9 term for 
Chinese or other East Asians was revived by :U-$ soldiers in 
Vietnam us. ms 1. 3 an Asian servant Australia. 199 5. 4 a locomotive 
itfeman uk, 19m 
coolie adjective 

coolie colours noun 11 I lou especialll n combination in 
dress, ram, the association of these bright colours with Indians 

GRCNADA. 1998 

coolie-do noun the vagi w? 

coolie food noun Indian food trinidad and tobago, 2003 
coolie pink noun 1 rri 1 In it pin! - iated ith the bright 
colours favoured by East Indians south Africa, razs 
coolie tonic noun any liquid poison. In Frinidad, poison is associ¬ 
ated witfir'lndiari) .suicides trinidad and tobago, 2003 
cooling adjective unemployed us, 1949 
cooling glasses; coolers noun sunglasses india. 1979 
coolio adjective fashion I I II - I 'i i ioi i of cool; prob¬ 

ably also a reference to rapper Coolio who enjoyed a huge inter¬ 
national-successiJoStje mid- 1990 s its 1997 
cool it back verb to become caln ml.. ed under pressure us, 


cool Muther John noun a I h 1 fashii ill- knowledgeable 
and trendy® «s 

coolness! used for expressing agreement 01 approval us. ms 
cool Off verb tO ^ftiy-down UK 1887 

cool-off man noun in a confidence swindling or cheating scheme, 
the member of the swindling group who stays with the victim 
Riming .him down, after he learns that he has been swindfedus 

cool-out noun in t li interi tion h i - if leaving the 
accused alone in the interrogation room before the InterrogatJin' 
betjHsros, tm 

cool out verb 1 to idle Barbados, mu, 2 m police interrogations, to 
perform a cool-out on someone us. i w. 3 (used of a confidence 
swindler or a tout whqfJSsafe given bad tips) 60 calm ;a bettor wte 
■has lost us mi 

cool points noun an imaginar II ofp nl warded for cool 
behaviour and subtracted for uncoo behaviour us. i 989 
cool the beans! <tland, ms 

cool wash; coul wash noun 1[ -I ..nes Probably a 

corruption of the French Coup de roche (blew with a stone) to 
Creole koul woche dominica, 2003 
cool water noun 1 1 11 ill nanufactu I hiskyus, 1999 
cooly noun marijuana. Perhaps a deliberate mispronunciation of kali 
JAMAICA, 1998 

cool your jets! calfetjpwn! us, m2 

cool yule hajip hristma - -1 in I turn f phrase, generally 
heavily ironic or knowingly infra dig for humorous el feel uk, mss 
coon noun in the i l nl 1 black per n n Australia, an 
Aborigine; in New Zealand, a Pacific islander; in South Africa, $. 
black-faced minstrel. Offensive us, 1 m 
coon verb 1 - 2 to bet 

us, 1947. 3on the railways, 10 trave over Hie tops of goods wagons 
r#]ldf train, is moving us. ttfp 

coon-ass noun a resident of Louisiana; a Cajun. Often, not always, 
considered alt#® im 

coon bottom noun where poor 

black people live us, im 

coondie noun 1 1 n- 1 especial mall stone suitable for 
throwing, Usage chiefly in Western Australia.AUS7R4UA, mi 
cooneynouni 1 in re ident < Louisiana - linimuitive of coon- 
ass us, 1975. 2 a woman, especially a wife. Northern Canadian 
usage. Also spelled 'kuni' Canada, mi 
coon killer noun a club us m2 

coon light noun a light mounted on a truck tracking on the right 
edge of the road-us 19W 
coon's age noun a Ittn.g4imee|::f843 
coon stopper noun a powerful gun us, nft 
Coon Town noun a neighbourhood populated largely by black 
Iftrfriljes. Offensive us i9S7 

coop noun 1 a house or apartment us 1947. 2a police stationhouse 
us 1962. 3 a place where police sleep 01 idle during their shift us 
is73. 4 in craps, a roi. of 12. An abbreviated nickname of Gary 
Cooper, star of the Western ffcfi High Noon us, ms 
coop verb to sleep or relax while on duty us m2 
coop delight noun der victim From the Latin 

corpus delicti ® : 197 s 

cooper verb to silence or humiliate someone Canada, 1999 

coop-happy ud/ecdVed-i rnger 1.fine mentus, i960 

coo's arse; cow's arse noun 1 1 1 te end er moistened with 

a smoker's saliva uk Scotland, mss. 2 by extension, a botched job 
uk scortfirfb, tm 

coosie noun a Chinese person or other South Asian us 1949 
coot noun 1 a I tai 1 lie 111 I i 1 | 1 1 Id one a tel low. 

Probably from the behavioural characteristics of the bird ,C<utrent 
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in south London US, 1766 . 2 ihe vagina; a woman as a sex object; 
sex ywt'th a woman us, im 
coot verb to have sex Bahamas, m2 

cootch dancer; cooch dancer noun a woman who performs a 
sexually suggestive dance A shortened form of hoochy koochy us, 

cootchy-coo; kootchy-koo; kitchy-koo noun used as a 
lexicalisation of talk used with babies. From Irish dialect kitchy, 

cooter noun the vagina us. me 

cootie catcher noun 1 me hi. el 1 led piece of paper, 

manipulated by the firijefs uSed»feiy children to tell fortunes or to 
catch imaginary cooties us, 19S7 

cooties noun in 'ii 1 i 1 i list 1 1 1 tion that could be 
transmitted by close contact, thus creating a stigma for the ifterson 
whQissatd to have it A children*s earruption'ofthe-‘0|i|r sense of 
.--He term (a body louse)'us, 1971 

Coot-sac noun a cove or bay without an outlet From the French cul 
4e sap {dead end) Canada, 2001 

coovernoun any aitn le m Hi t 1 Ii use horn Romany 

kcm fthis^tting) uk 2000 

cooze; coozie nouni the vulva; the female genitals us, 1927. 2 a 
woman, especially ,1 promiscuous woman us 1921 
cooze light noun in the pornography industry, a tgiSt' used to 
Illuminate the genitals ol the performers us, 1995 

coozie stash noun 1 ml hi | il In h iden in the 
vagina us m 

cop noun 1 a police officer. I also etymologies abound, with formation 
suggestions of'copper badges', 'copper buttons', or an initialism 
of 'Constable On Patrol' at the head of the unruly pack. The verb 
sense 'to gtab' leads to the verb sense 'to arrest' which leads, tg 
copper which was shortened to 'cop'. No buttons, no badges, no 
initialisms us rss 2 an arrest Espec 'ally familiar in the phrase its 
a fair cop uk, 1844. 3 a job or employment; a position Australia, 1915. 
4 treatment, a deal as in 'it's a rotten cop’ Australia, nos. s in 
jdsmival usage, a-small prize won at a gamecOneeSsiem us. im. 

6 winnings from gambling us, mo. 7 a gratuity Australia, ras9. 

► it's a fair cop used of a good or legal arrest; in later use, as a 
jocular admissir n anything trivial r/r . ► no cop; not 
much cop worthless, valueless, useless uk, 1902 
cop verb i to obtain, to take or to purchase something, especially 
drugs us 1867 . 2 to seduce someone, to have sex with someone us 
loss. 3 to come upon someone; to catch someone out Australia, 

1933 . 4 to catch sight of someone or something; look at someone 
or something Australia, 1925. s 10 see something; to notice 
something us /9,-t, 6 to catch someone Australia, 1 889. 7 to inform; 
to betray someone us m 8 to endure someth ingAUSTRALiA. 1971. 

9 to take or receive a bribe uk. ;«//. 10 1.0 steal something Australia, 
1991. 11 in trainspotting, to record a train's number us, 2003. 

I2(used ofa rigged carnival game) to malfunction, allowing a 
player to win us ms. ► cop a breeze to leave, especially without 
calling attention to yourself us. mm. ► cop a deaf'un to pretend 
not to hear; to deliberately not listen to, or ignore, someone us 
mas. ► cop a drop 

with drop (a bribe) uk 1970. ► cop a feel to touch someone 
sexually without their consenl us cm ► cop a heel 
run away; to escape us 1977. ► cop a joint to perform oral sex on 
a man us m2. ► cop a load to take a look, especially to take a 

good look; to pa 1 ..Inn ► cop a minty 

wrapper in horse racin receive er n II utility, or no 
gratuity at all, after innin um ► cop a mope 

to escape us no. ► cop a nod to sleep us / 947. ► cop a packet 
1 to be severely wounded Originally military uk, m2. 2 to become 
Infected with a sexually transmitted disease uk cm. 3 to be 
sentenced to preventi I ition. Prison use ► cop a 

plea 1 ► cop 

a pose to adopt the posture ofa fashion or shop-window 

► cop deuces 10 assume a submissive or 
defensive position us sms ► cop it sweet 1 to enjoy the situ¬ 
ation Australia, 1975. 2 to receive something graciously Australia, 
cm 3 


)95o. 4 to endure unpleasantness without complaint; to resignedly 
put up with someti n ba ► cop on to catch on 

to omething I 1 1 I 11 1 1 ► cop 

the lot to receive everything aust/ml/a, mi. ► cop z's to sleep us, 

cop adjective good, worth having, of value uk 2000 
copacetic; copasetic adjective I II 1 )fe attractive. 
Etymology unkno 1 ml m n French, Italian and Yiddish 
sources have been suggested us. 1919 
cop and blow noun the rule of thumb governing a pimp's modus 
operand1, acquiring and osing prostitutes us, m7 
cop and blow verb leave us, 1972 

cop and hold; cop and lock verb (of a pimp) to acquire and retain 
a prostitute us, 1972 

cop caller noun a truck with squeaky brakes or noisy recapped tyres 

cope verb to function in normal situations while under the influence 
ofa hallucinogenic drug us 1996 

Copenhagen capon noun 1 1 1 1 1 il F ' 1 - ual usage an 

allusion to the sex-altering operation performed on Christine 
Jorgensen in Denmark us 2003 

Copenhagen snoos e noun ruff Canada. 1954 

cop for verb to „“i i i i ii imate 11 1 In; ith someone. 

Worn cop (to catch) UK ras s 
cop house; cop factory noun a police<t||i^:f|, m 
copilotnouni i i il I i I roamph mint ulphate (trade name 
Dexedrine™), or any other central nervous system stimulant us, 

1965. 2 the co-signer ofa purchase contract or loan us, 1975 
cop it verb i ti' get r receive methir painful uch as a beating; 
to receive punishment Australia, 1916. 2 to lake or receive 
something Australia, 1 m. 3 to be killed Australia, i960. 4 to be hit 
sSSit'h enemy fire austraua, 1932 

cop man noun 1 I level dru I h must pay cash to the 
supplier for the drugs to he sold us 1939 
cop off verb i h i rm Ii n n Hh meone based on mutual sex¬ 
ual attraction. Ultimately from cop (to catch) uk ith. 2 to fondle 
someone intimately; to engage in foreplay; to have sex us 2001. 3to 
masturbate uk mu. 4 to shirk, lo skive, 10 play truant us, 2002 
cop on noun un A tanding < nn in kn< ledge Ireland, 1997 
cop on verb to un I 11I 11 bin 1 1 behaving reasonably 

Sometimes said in angry response to a person's undesirable 
ifeba^fpur 'cofyfyourself) on' Ireland, 1991 
cop-out noun a drastic compromise of principle us 1956 
cop out verb il to go back on 

your word us 1952. 2 to confess; to enter ,1 guilty [ilea us. his 
cop-out man noun in a crooked version of the coin-tossing game 
two-up the person who by arrangement takes the winnings 
Australia, 1953 

cop out on verb to mfbiwijh someone uk. 1996 
copped-out adjective cop out (to make excuses, 

to cease trying) uk 2000 

copper nouni a police officer L er e 1 m cop (to catch) uk im. 

2 a police informer uk 1937. 3 a prison informer uk mi. 4 a pre¬ 
decimal penny or halfpenny coin; a post-decimal two-penny or 
one-penny coin; such coins mixed. Originally, about 1840, of coins 
actually made pfbsip|>er; the term has survived bronze and further 
debasement uk m2 

copper verb 1 US, 1950.2 to 

inform against someone uk, 1924. 3 lo be engaged as a working 
police uSkgtm raw 

copper chopper noun a police helicopter »» 

copper jitters noun in 1 rr > >nta ith the police us, 

coppers noun JWjftey MRBAOOS 1965 
Coppers in Disguise nickname the Criminal Investi ti 
Department Ac jocular play on the we -known initials ClD; 
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copper’s nark | corner 


substituting copper (a police officer) for ’criminal' and referring to 
formed status oftife officers as In disguise'« ism 
copper’s nark noun a police informer Australia, 1945 
copper time noun the reduction of a prison sentence for good 
behaviour us. 1992 


copping neighborhood noun a neight urh >< here buyers and 
sellers know that drugs are sold us 1990 
copping zone noun an area in a city where buyers and sellers of 
drugs know to congregate and do business us, t$& 
coppist noun i trainspott | ia i [ iti med at a level 
crossing. I rom cop (to see something) uk. 1946 
cop shop noun a police SSidori.AtMMtiA, mi 
cop spotter noun a rearview mirror us. im 

cop’s rub noun a frisking or pat-down for weapons or contraband US, 
cop’s tang noun 1 I hi 1 111 11 lie rnd enhanced for police 

cops’ tank noun /criminals us ms 

’copter; copter noun a helicopte/ts, im- 
cop that lot! just look at them!, or that!: especially to express 
admiration, astonishment or derision Australia, wtso 
copy noun a received radio-communication; a message confirming 
reception us, pm 

copy verb to understand what has been said Shortwave radio slang 
that spread well outside the wor d of radio us, im 
copybrok e adjective lescriptive 1 mputer pr ram in which the 
copyright scheme has beer disabled us mi 
copy, copy I am receiving Citizens' band radio slang mi 
cop you later goodbye. With an intentional, if somewhat feeble, 
pun on 'copulator' or ‘copulate her' Australia, ms 
cor! . shock, surprise or sexual desire A 

euphemistic rendering of 'Godf uk. 1931 
coral noun a capsule of chloral hydrate us mo 
corals noun >see: CHORALS 


coral stomper noun 1 icif Islander. Der 1 1 ewZealand, ms 

cor blimey!; gorblimey! > In n ing shod 01 surprise. A 
euphemistic rendering of God blind me!; abbreviates to blimey! 

cords noun corduroy trousers.^' jpfe 
corduroy noun 1 'bingos mi 

corduroy road noun >r muddy land by 

laying logs side by side at right angles to the way Canada, mi 
core adjective i n f porn III II h enetration. A 

shortened hardcore 2 eriou eight important us im 

-core sum when in combination with a (modern) musical style, used 
for creating a less combromising genre title uk 2000 
corella noun a heej ith j itch >fw< I hanging loose Australia, 

co-respondent shoes noun jpg| and white or brown and white 
shoes of a type, Derivi ng, apparently, Jftjfri the type of people who 
wore them: co-respondents in divorce cases; they were originally 
called 'co-respondeWsrshdes'. Originally fashionable between the 
World Wars, they were worn in the 1950s by entertainers as diverse 
as Max Miller and Elyis Presley. They have long been fashloniabtfe 
with 'golfers and are still' awtlable to buy w. 1934 
corey; cory; corie noun th probably from 

Romany kon (a thorn) ijk, 2000 

corflu noun correction fluid, especially the fluid used for correcting 

Knrmeeig^!{t f Jfricils us m2 

Corine noun cpmm&us m? 
cork noun a tampon us, mi 

cork verb 1 to have sex us. m 3 . 2 to set. your fishing gear to obstruct 
that of anothei fisherman ► cork the air to sniff 


cocaine us, mo. ► cork the bottle (usee of a relief pitcher in 
baseball) to enter a game and pitch effective y us urn. ► cork 
your cryhole to stopiCdWiplaining us, 2002 
corker noun 1 methir 1 neone attr e, desirable or 

wonderful; a stunner uk m2. 2 something that closes or settles an 
argument us. isos. 3 an inconsistent, unpredictable poker player us. 

1988 

cork in verb to become wedged after fa ing into a snow crevasse 
ANTARCTICA, 2003 

corking adjective llli'l 'la , la _r- lue m good US, 189 S 
cork off verb to sleep us, 1959 

corkscrew noun 1 I >m 1 hair 1 n; rarilx set In neatly 

aligned-dumps to facilitate' drying Barbados, iox 
corkscrew verb use something to move 

1837 

cork top noun a surfer us, 1*3 

corky noun 1986 

cor lummiel; cor lummel; cor lummy! used as a general purpose 
expletive A Cockney variation 0! 'God love me!'; almost 
stereotypically Cockney but later use tends towards irony uk mi 
corn noun 1 some! lin I 1 1 1 I 1 imental Originally 

applied to all' fftqsic that was not jazz in the 1930s, and then 
eased into general usage us. nu, 2 sentimental, maudlin, mawkish 
music us, 1936 . 3 whisky us, 1957. 4 any alcoholic beverage trinidad 
and tobaco. os/.. 5 money Both corn and money are seen as 
staples of life us. no 6 a hard scar produced by repeated drug 
mjectiofi&yi mi 

corn verb to mal apparent effort 

BARBADOS, 1996 

Corn and Broccoli Channel nickname the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporattart, A,jocular formation from the network's initj^f; 

CANADA, 2002 

corn and bunion noun an onion Rhyming slang; [he plural is ‘corns 
and bunions' Also applied In idiomatic use uk mi 
cornball adjective hch Hill rental US 048 

cornbeef-and-biscuits politics; cornbeef-and-rum politics noun 

the practice of seeking to capture the votes of poor people by 
offering them - gifts of corned beef biscuits and rum as a bribe 
flaring political campaigns Barbados, n% 
corn belt noun the mid-western United: States us, mi 

corn binder noun 

cornbread noun a simple, rural southern black person. Cornbread Is 
a stapleiift ttM diet of poor rural southerners, black and white#£ 


corn cob noun thimb e adapter pin us mo 

corned adjective drunk uk im 

corned beef noun i ii irisr i i chief iff er Rhyming slang uk, 1950. 

2 a thief Rhyming slang Also known as 'bully beef uk urn 
corned beef; corny adjective deaf Glasgow rhyming slang, reliant on 
Glasgow pronunciation uk Scotland, ms 

Cornelius noun marijuana us, im 

Cornel Wilder noun hair-fashior G 1 I pular with youths 
in Sydney. Named after US film actor Cornel Wilde (b.1915) who 
^dually wore his hair short|f Ilian the fashion be inspired 

AUSTRALIA, 1953 

corner noun i in horse racing, a share of the winnings Australia, i 989 . 
2 the block in a prison where the cells for solitary confinement are 
found us, m2. ► around the corner in poker, said of a sequence 
of cards that uses the ace as both a high and low card us, m 8 . 

► cut a corner; cut corners; cut the corners to perform any 
task in a mannerfba:' minimises time, effort pr expense, but for 
equal profit or even greater gain, and perhaps at the cost of safe 
practice or legality. I rom the conventional, literal sense uk mu. 

► in the corner / throttled us 
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corner verb i to force me le ini inembarra ing or difficult pos¬ 
ition. Figurative us, im. 2 to go around ,1 corner of a racecourse; to 
drive a vehicle; around&ifomer, especially at speed uK tw 
corner boy noun 1 an urban youth who idles in ihe street us, 1971. 

2 a fellow prisoner from a prisoner's neighbourhood us, 199) 
corner game; cornering noun which payment 

is received before the promised delivery of goods or sexual services 
will take place 'around the corner' - the delivery, dfeaurse, js 
never made uk me 

corner man noun 1 rson ho is not pari f the criminal 
underworld but whose sympathies lie with the underworld if» is 
constant strife with law enforcement us, 
cornet player noun a cocaift&'LjSeruS m 
corn-fed adjective in phisti I mple, rustic c/s, 1924 
cornfield clemency noun escape from a rural prison us, 1992 
cornfield meet noun a head-on train collision s$,:#§sy • 
cornflake noun 1 1 uthfu 1 1 inexj rienced male who is the 
object of an oldei homosexual's desire us. 1979. 2the cap badge 
worn by Canadian; Forces recruits. Named because of its 
resemblance to a cornflake in OJftiif and shape Canada, 2001 
cornflake adjective fake. Rhyming slangy *.-m 
corn game noun in a carnival, a Bingo game us, i960 
cornhead noun a long-hairei idh entto he racist fascist philos¬ 
ophy espoused by shaved-head skinheads us, 2000 
cornhole noun the anus.tsts© 

cornhole verb 1 to take the active role 111 anal sex us 193s. 2 to 
‘'Victimise someone, to force sOtneone info submission A figurative 
use-Sf the preylous sense us, im 

corn husk noun k .. e >e 1 ill men inufactured for anal 

intercourse; (Derives from cornhole (anal sex); conventionally, 

'husk' is the membranous outer covering of the mates .plant uk, 

Cornish pasty; Cornish adjective appeti ing e u II ill 11 ng 

Rhyming slang for 'tasty' uk, 1992 

corn man noun a man whO' is emotionally and sexually Inexperi¬ 
enced TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 2003 

corn mule noun 11 nernadt I I usir rn is a base us, 1949 
corn off the cob noun mawkish, sentimental music or 
entertainment. An elaboration of corn Australia, im 
corn on the cob adjective used as aft intensifier uk , 1997 
cornpone noun ner. Poet 

Lawrence Ferlinghetti regu ar v referred to US President Lyndon B. 
Johnson as 'Colonel Cornpone' in his poems; cartoonist Al Capp 
created General Jubilation T. Corripone, m.astetfof;l|ftS|)ing defeat 
from the; Jaws of victory us, i$§ 

COrnrip noun a prostitute BARBADOS, 1965 

corn row noun hair tied in tight braids separated by rows of bare 

corn-row verb to fix hair in ijg}$ braids us 7977 
corn snake noun r dried rn sta ustir 1 ; a road Bifei 

Imofercyle) usage us, 2003 

corn stalker noun n ihe outer leaf of a 

pom cob and sealed with honey us 2003 

corny adjective i >see: 

CORNED BEEF 

corp noun a coi Military uk 1959 

corpienoun a polfeofftc wsAtitf farm and nevis, 1996 
Corpo nickname Dublin CCftipOratlOh jfmAND 2000 
corporation noun a prominent be%-«c 1753 
corporation cocktail noun in inti 1 tin drinl made by bubbling 
coal gas through milk. Current in the 1970s, until wholesale 
conversion to natural gas uk. tm 

corporation pop noun tap water. I ormed from 'pop' (a soft drink) 
and the 'corporation' that supplied watei to domestic consumers; 
used in northern England uk en^UnP, 'ipr 


corpse noun 1 if laughter. From 

the verb uk 19/s. 2 a corporal. In Royal Air Force use uk 2002 
corpse verb lurself or 

another actor; while acting, to fall prey to irresistible laughter UK 

corpse cop noun a homicide detective us, ms 


corpsing noun in Inn 1 1 I | 11 ng actors. From 

ftie verb uk 2002 

corpuscle noun orporal' us rass 

corr noun a fight English gypsy use, from Romany koor (to fight) uk 

corral noun a group of pro: le pimp us, 1971 

corroboree noun in h in part a celebration. Figurative use 
of the original sense as 'a traditional dance ceremony held by> 
Australian Aboriginals', from the extinct Australian Aboriginal 
language Dharug, spoken in the Sydney region. Now considers! 
ipollticSfydijioarrect/iusrwLW m3 
corroded adjective ugly us torn 
corset noun a ! i’t»11§#|iroiSj^st us, tm 
corvey; corvee noun in Quebec, a community work project. 
Originally the word, from I rench, meant 'community work 
repairing the road in the spring’. In French, it carries therf 
'what a bore!' but In English, it is still used Canada, 2002 
corybungus noun the buttocl H mos< 1 ill ge; perhaps from 
corey (the penis) uk 2m. 

cosa noun marijuana 1 n he an h f< thing', so functionally 
the equivalent of 'stuff, an mfontronaljy vague mrefefence to the 
drug us' 1992 

cosh; kosh noun a bludgeon, a truncheon uk im. ► under the 
coshatadis. rol uk 195s 

cosh verb to strike someone with a cosh; uk; im 

co-signer noun a fell irlsone I.lingti vouch for you or 

’■ .f| defend you with action ys -bs 

coskel adjective dressed in conflicting, clashing colours trinidadand 
TOBAGO, 1996 

cosmic adjective i i iderful excellent fabul u The teenage 
appetite for super atives is out of this world uk 1977. 2 esoteric, 
difficult to grasp us, im 

cosmic rays noun the source of an unexplained computing problem 

cosmos noun | J mi i ii lii ill u I In I m >wn as PCP or 
angel dust us, 1977 

cossie; cozzie noun 1 a theatrical costume uk cm. 2 a swimming 
costume Australia, tm 

cost verb to be expensive uk 1933. ► cost a bomb to be very, or 
unexpectedly, expensive uk urn. ► cost a packet to be very, 
or unexpectedly, expensive uk 19,94. ► cost an arm and a leg to 
j|e very, or unexpectedly, expensive Os )m 
Costa del noun h- 1 mbined ith 1 place name, an area that is 
peopled withcsSrainSis. After costa del crime uk 2003 
Costa del Crime noun Spain’s Costa del Sol. In ihe late 1970s, a 
diplomatic breakdown between Britain and Spain (over Gibraltar) 
created a safe haven for British criminals. One of the effects of a 
.major armed robbery m bondop in 1983 was 
coinage uk 1934 

Costa del Sludge noun ihe Spanish Riviera A bitter reference to 

npOilUtlOft UK 19801 

Costa Geriatrica noun the south coast of England; Spain's Costa 
Brava; any coastal area popular as a retirement destination; hence, 
also applied t6 non-coastal areas such as Henley-on-Thames. A 
jocular but nevertheless derisive reference to the number of old 
people thati^ife.t&fhe seaside uk n?i 
cosy noun an act 1 exual intercou - ed > upper-class society 
females; from the verb sense (to snuggle) uk m2 
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cot | country bama 


cot noun a bed Australia, 1954 

cot case noun in 1 ipacitated [ 1 1 I 1 i drunk or insane 

person 'a person who should be confined to a bed' 

/ttj&fiw&fhst 

cotch noun any improvised place to sleep Jamaica, 1972 
cotch verb to vomit I rom Afrikaan i ifrica 1974 

cotched adjective relaxed es[ ially in a 'll ice or post-drug-use 

"Situation, yssft by some teenagers for 'chitted out' uk 2m 
cotics noun narcotics, especially heroin us, m2 
cottage noun a public lavatory used for homosexual encounters uk 

cottage verb >ublic urinal. After 

cottage (a public lavatory) UK i$n 
cottage cheese noun cellulite A purely visual coining us, 199/ 
cottage queen noun ' I n 1a nan 1 eel s sexual contact 

in public toilets A combination of cottage (a public lavatory) and 
queen (a homosexual man) uk ts32 
cottager noun r homosexual man ho eel exual contact in 
public toilets. After cottage (a public lavatory), uk 2*® 
cottaging noun 1 the practice of engaging in homosexual 
encounters in public toilets uk 1972. 2 the practice of going down 
to your 'cottage' - a second and offeft-bu'ite a large house - in 
the country for the weekend uk im 
cotton noun i c otic (heroin, 

(Cocaine or'fli^fijwjtefore injection; the bits ofE@®n saturated 
with drugs can be aggregated for an injection us, ram. 2 female 
puttie hair US; 1970 >see: COTTON WOOL 
cotton ball noun 

cotton brothers noun cocaine, heroin and morphine. From the 
cotton strainer used when prepararing.these drugs us ms 
cotton-chopper noun used as a terimse^icldress, especially to 
someone with a southern accent us, 1977 

cotton fever noun 

injecting heroin leached from used cottons us im 
cottonhead noun rl roin addict h in ill uses cotton used 
by other addicts to leach aut,hgfbfp for his use us, am 
cotton mouth noun jit of smoking 

marijuana or hashish, 2003 

cotton on to; cotton on; cotton to verb to form, or have, a liking 
or fancy for something or someone; to understand or come to 
mAirstand Australia 1907 

cottonpicker noun a fellow; used as a term of address, especially 
from trucker to trucker us, ats 
cotton-picking adjective u fier us m2 

cotton shooter noun 1 In I I I inject residue aggregated 
from cotton swatdhes used to strain'f ftgs us, mi 
cotton slut noun pe 11 I ill ittend in event for the sole 
ipufibOsfe.df obtaining a tee-shirt being given tp'if^se ih attend- 

cottontail noun an attractive woman yf-Sste 
cotton-top noun ni ' >er n -1 llusi< 1 to the white hair with 
which some older people are blessed us, 2000 
cotton wool; cotton noun a casual quest for a sexual partner. 
Rhyming slang (or pull, in the phrase on the pull (to quest or be 
questing for a sexual partner) uk, ran. ► wrap in cotton-wool; 
keep in cotton-wool i" i - 1 1 be extremely protective of 
someone uk cum 

couch noun ► on the couch 1 undergoing-psychotherapy US mi 
2 in gambling, without furthei funds us. 199s 
couch casting noun Imp 1 1 11 1 I in peiformances 

based on the actor's willingess to have sex with the casting 


couch dance noun with the 

dancer grinding on-the lap of a man seated on a couch us 1990 

couchie noun >see: koutchie 

couch lock noun a feeling of inertia as a result of smoking 

couch potato noun ipi 11 I mbitually idle Matching 
television. Possibly ,1 pun ran 'boob-tuber' (a television addict) and 
■ ^ 'potato' as a 'tuber'; it may also play on vegetable (a person with 
'.in undemanding existence); the 'couch', of course, is where fh^j 
potato is planted, Orte-rf the very few slang words or phrases 
where it is seemingly possible to trace the coining; in July 197S4' 
group of friends in California coined the term, which was first 
used in commMp 1977 and then hit .the big time with the 
Official f&l0, Potato Handbook £1,983) fM 
couch surfer noun a person who leep on 1 luend's couch 
overnight new zbaiAnd, 2003 

cough noun i , 2 a piece 

of information or good evidence. Police use; from cough up (to 
disclose) uk 1984. 3 money paid out I rom cough up (to pay) us 2000 
cough verb 1 to coufe 2 in drag racing to suffer complete 

engine failure. Used as a transitive verb; 'you cough your engine' 
us, 1 96s. ► cough your cud to vomit new Zealand, 1989 
cough! said hum 11 le pretending 1 it it another man’s 
testicles. From the practice in medical examinations of cupping 
the-testicles and testing the healthy movgmebittet is occasioned 
by a cough uk im 

cough and a spit noun 1 a small part jh a playttfaSItftfuK ww. 2 a 
Ahort distance UK mgs 

cough and choke vert to smoke. Also used as a noun to mean 'a 
cigarette" Uk 199s 

cough and die 

operating by vi 

cough and drag noun 1 1 1 .. I 1 for fag (a ciga¬ 

rette), pitched somewhere between irony and black humour uk 


cough and splutter noun Rhyming slang UK m 
cough drop noun an attractive gtA south Africa, 1946 
cough it up - it might be a gold watch! used as jpctfer 
encouragement to someone with a hacking cough uk 197s 
cough syrup noun money paid to police informers US, mi 
cough up verb i to pay; to hand over somethingqjgrasa). 2 to 
disclose something us, im 

couillon noun Im li I il mi pi ed by eastern 
Canadian Indian" women on ice or in a clearing Canada, mi 
couldn't-care-less adjective jndiffersnt; uncaring uk, 1947 
council gritter; council noun the ahw$.; Rjilffling slang for shitter 

council houses noun trousers. Rhyming slang uk 1934 
count noun (he ratio by which a drug is diluted us ism 
count verb in pool, to make a shot us (967. ► count days n twelve- 
step recovery programmes such as Alcoholics Anonymous, to track 
your recovery from addiction us eras. ► count your money to 
u§gfhe toilet ufisS* 

counter noun 1 noyance of other 

players repeated v counts his chips or money us im. 2 a 
prostitute's customer us ism. 3 in lobstering, a lobster that meets 
tfifelggij measurement requirements us 197s 

counter hopper noun a d 1 fashion uk 1933 

countess noun il man us, 1979 

country noun ► in country during the Vietnam war, In Vietnam us, 

country adjective 

country bama noun a naive, gullible rustic us 1990 






country booboo | cow 
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i any naive, gullib e person 


l ISLANDS, 


country bookie noun i naive rusti dtobago, idol 

country Cadillac noun a pickup truck us, razs 
country club noun i a minimum security, comfortable prison gener- 
al v reserved for corporate and banking criminals us, i960. 

2 anything that appears to be relatively comfortable and 
undemanding us, 1973 

country cousin noun 1 the bleed period of the menstrual period us. 
nos. 2 a dozen. Rhyming slang uk 1909 

country dunny noun ► all alone like a country dunny 

completely alone 11 1 ier e ® ► like a 

country dunny glaringly obvious; standing out Australia, 1954 
country mile nounitiifig distance or margin us, m 
country mouse noun in At ii it 1 1 1 entist 1 ientist's assistant 
whose work takes them into die field, away from McMurdo Station 
ANTARCTICA, JW 

country send noun n a big 1 ending he ictim away to retrieve 
money US 1997 

country store noun in the Vietnam war, a military self-service supply 

country straight noun n poker hand nsistin if four sequenced 
cards which can be converted into a five-card sequence with the 
correct draw at either end of the sequence us 1973 
country wool noun homespun wool Canada, 19% 
count store noun a rigged carnival garnets, ms 
count the hooks!; count the hoops! in the Canadian military, 
user: air demanding that a subordin; te recognises the uniform 
and rank of the superior rebuking him or her Canada, ms 
county noun any r accused are held before trial 

and prisoners convicted of misdemeanours are incarcerated for 
Sport sentence?.^' j%' 

county adjective in the manner of the landed gentry; snobbish, 
pretentious in the manner of or with pretentions to, the gentry ijk, 

county blues noun a blue uniform issued to prisoners in a county 

jail US. 1993 

County Kilburn nickname ilburn. 

Formed in the manner of an Irish County in recognition of the 
high density of Irish in Wburh’S population uk, 2000 
county mountie noun 1 a member of the Ulster Defence Regiment 
(1970-1992). Adopted from the US meaning (adtjSfiftmlce 
officer); a reference to the six counties of Ulster uk, mi. 2a local 
ypplice cfficeftis wt 

count your fingers! used wills heavy humour to suggest distrust of 
a person who is shaking, or has just shaken, someone's hand uk. 


county shoes noun in 1 1 issued! prisoners by a 

' tbunty jail us, 1973 

county time noun 1 n 1 i in rl rl rntyjail, a: opposed to a 
state or federal prison. Less than 'state time' or 'hard time' us, mo 
coupnoun 1 a 1111 1 2 in horse ra i r -cret betting 

plunge in which a great deal of money is bet at favourable odds 
AUSTRALIA im 

Coupe noun a Cadillac Coupe de Vill par us m> 

coupla noun two. A slovenmg of 'couple of uk, 1959 

couple noun sev ecessarily two ijk. 


couple of bob noun 1 iney. Pre-1971, 

when decimalisation changed the face and value of sterling, a bob 
was 'a shilling' (5p) uk 1980. 2 a job Rhyming slang uk 1992. 3 a 
lump of phlegm. Rhyming slang for gob (to spit) uk, %m 
coupon noun 1 the face. Often in the phrase 'fill in your coupon' 
(attack your (ace) uk mo. 2 an 1 owe you' which has not and will 
not be paid off us, r». 3 in trucking, a speeding ticket us, mo 


courage ™un sexual potency Bahamas, m2 
courage pill noun 1 1 | ule 1 ier in 2 a central nervous 

system despressant uk 2003 
'course ’886 

course-a-grunt; course-a-pignoun an error in bricklaying in which 

opposite ends of a new wa I meet at different heights uk res 
course note noun paper money in denominations of $5 or greater 

court noun ► hold court in the street to mete out what a police 
office/ (feems justice through physical testings us, mi 
court verb ► court Cecil to become addicted to morphine us m2 
court card noun in 1 dec! fplayin ird iny jacl queen or king 

courtesy flush noun u 1 D flush of the toilet as a 

courtesy to others in a bathroom or other prisoners in the cell us 


court-in noun a cerem nil 1 in nitia r ne iriemberintoa 
court-out noun a ceremonial beating of ia.jpeepri leaving a gang us 

Cousin Charlie nickname . Commission 

cousin Ella noun an 1 m2 

Cousin Jack noun a Cornish man, especially a miner Australia, wo 3 
cousins noun curly hair on the back of the neck Bahamas, m2 
cousin Sisnoun 1 | in 1 1 1 irinati 1) 1 alcohol), especially 

Jig! the phrase 'going on the cousin Sis', Rhyming slang uk ms 
couta noun a bamcouta.A ustralia. as 

cove noun a felt i II ke 1.. 1 r thing, a person) uk 


Covent Garden 11 a I n, especiall 1 horf ned version of'I beg 
Spur pardon'. Rhyming slang, replacing the original (1057) sense as 
'a fSrthing' (a coin that was worth 1/4 of a penny); formed on the 
name of a fashionable area of central London when..if.stf:,f>jid-a 
reputation as a market for fruit and vegetables uk m2 
cover noun 1 an admission fee paid to enter a bar or club. A 
shortened 'cover charge' US, i*. 2 a single large-denomination 
note wrapped around small-denomination notes, giving the 
impression of a great deal of money us, 1904. 3 a recording which 
bias been popularised bysorneone else A shortened form of the 
4 

sonality assumed by an expert card counter playing blackjack in a 
casino in the hope of avoiding detection ap&jfjeait^fHS 1991 
cover verb 1' roman. 

Conventionally applied to a stallion With a. mare trinidadand 
tobago. i98o. 2 (used of a favourite by sports gamblers) to win by at 
least the margin established as the pointspread by the bookmakers 

covered wagon noun 1 in n 1 11 rrier especiall the USS Langley 
us 1933. 2an ugly or unpleasant woman Rhyming slang for 

DRAGON UK 1992 

covered with horseshoes adjective extremely ludkyys m 
cover for verb 1 to act as a substitute foi another worker uk. 1970. 

2 to conceal someone's crime or mistake uk 1908 
covers noun ► pull the covers off to reveal someone's homosexu¬ 
ality US;. 1981 

covey noun a grr >r a swindle or 

cow noun i a contemptible mar 2 fellow, bloke Australia, 

1941. 3 a despicable person Australia, um. 4 a prostitute attached to 
a pimp us lass. 5 something that causes annoyance Australia, 1904. 

6 any unpleasant situ; tion 01 experience m wZealand, 1904. 7 a can 
of evaporated milk Follows'the'us •. 8 a transport aircraft, 
usually a C-123 or C-130, outfitted with pumps and large 
rubberised drums us, mi . ► have a cow to become emotionally 
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Cow & Gate | cozzer 


overwrought; to lose control us, mo. ► run cow; work cow to 
work for personal gain while in fhe employ of another Guyana ,. 

Cow & Gate adjective I heed period of the 

menstrual cytfe'tfs overdue Rhyming slang, fbrfn@4 with heavy 
the name of a well-known baby food manufjesurer uk 

cowabunga; cuyabunga! used as an expression of triumph. 
Originally a signature ine uttered by Chief hunderthud on The 
Howdy Doody Show (NBC, 1947- 60). Embraced by Suffers, 
American soldiers in VietnatSuipl the writers of teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles and Thp Simpsons us tgs 
cow and calf noun i 1 iall thu 0 iencf (1 ill eh Rhyming slang. 
Variants are 'cow calf and 'cows' uk 1950. 2 a laugh. Rhyming 
slang. Also used as a verb uk m2 

cow and horse; cow noun ng slang uk, 2003 

cowardy custard; cowardy, cowardy custard noun a coward. 
Custard is yellow (the colour applied as an adjective for cowardice) 
and so reinforces the accusation. Thiljebnting.'fijsn of address is 
usually ftiftesJ or chanted by children uk me 
cow belt noun the ru rl are fthe Ind Sangeti plain Journalistic, 
from the perception that more traditional Hindu values hold sway 
in such communities, and, therefore, a cow is revered m#^Jiere 
than elsewhere in modem {SgjjjuMX't 
cowboy noun i a reckle impulsive, und plined person us 1926. 

2 a flash fellow; a know-all uk ms. 3 a young and inexperienced, or 
irresponsible, driver uk m ;. 4 a motorist prone to breaking the 
rules of the road us, .5 any tradesman (such as a builder 
electrician, mechanic or plumber) who is unreliable, irresponsible 
and, perhaps, unqualified; the sort to make quick money by 
undercutting regular, trained craftsmen. As in tbe-Sign for Patel 
Brothers Builders 'You've tried the Cowboys, now try the,l'w®psf 
uk 1984. 6 a mint)' criminal given to violence I rom such a 
person's tendency to 'come out shooting'or 197 7. 7 during the 
Vietnam war, an unprincipled, untrustworty, hu'sflitrg Vietnamese 
person us, mi. 8 a beginnei Minir 1 1 9 used a r a 

humorous term of address us w, 10 in horse racing, any jockey 
with an unconventiona style of riding Australia, urn. 11 a bow- 
legged man. From the gait of such a horse-rider uk im. 12 in 
compuisgya person with intelligence, knowledge and dedication 
to programming 13 1 1 l> of playing < jrds a king us, 

1967. 14a perfunctory cleaning of the body with a wash cloth but 
ncifftpjath or shower Bahamas, m2 
Cowboy nickname II 'i 1 1 Prime Minister of outh Vietnam 

after the murder of Diem. So named by President Diem. 'Cowboy' 
is a term the Vietnamese then reserved for only the most 
flamboyant of gangsters. US Secretary of Defense McNamara 
condemned Ky as 'the absolute bottom of the barrel' us, mi 
cowboy vert 1 to murder someone in a reckless manner us, W 4 e. 2 to 
gang-rape someone us,Mf 
cowboy Bible noun p I i _ u i rolling [ iper 
cowboy Cadillac noun any pickup truck us, 7976 
cowboy coffee noun coffee boiled in an open pot, served without 
l-ffjilk or sugar us. 1943 

cowboy cool adjective (usee iperature us, i9sv 

cowboy coupe noun a pickup truck decked out with accessories us, 

cowboy hat noun a disposable paper toilet seat cover us, 1992 
cowboys noun the police' ptfice officers UK isw 

Cowboys nickname ► the Cowboys third battalion, Royal Green 

cowboys and Indians noun 99 years us, 1990 

cow cage noun a ivestock carriage on a freight train us 1 946 
cow cocky noun a dairy farmef,ABSWiM, m2 
cow college noun 1 n ill u 11 college - pecially one offering 
degrees in agriculture us. 79* 


cow cunt noun a despicable person us, ms 

cow-cunted adjective possessing a slack and distended vagina us, 79so 
Cowdenbeath noun 1 1 Gla 1 1 1 lin I mg foimedfrom 

atown (and football tearftjtfc Scotland, tm 
cow dust time noun --a 1 _ - lire 1 11 1 lation from Bengali go- 
dhuli, describing the dust that hangs in the air at that time of day 
when the .cattle are returned from thrfi&lcis svdm 2004 
cowgirl noun a sexual position in which the woman is on top, astride 
and facing her partner us ?sss. 

cow grease noun butter. Originally 'cow's grease', 1857 uk ;,sv 
COWing od/ect/ve 'I - I iM I It" II mllllil 'lull 

euphemism for fucking uk m2 

cowing lush adjective i irvellou 1 ml used rs an all-purpose 
expression of admiration uk wales, 2001 

cow-kick verb ward like a cow 

CANADA. 1$$4 

cow lick noun 11 j on a book 

cowpat noun a single dropping of cow dung UK 1934 
cowpath noun a narrow back road us, 797? 
cowpat lotto noun a lottery in which the winner is decided by 
part of a paddock a cow fifitidrops dung Australia, ms 
cow poke noun a wooden device to keep a cow from going through 
a fence us, 19m 

cow’s breakfast noun a straw hat Canada, f959 


cow’s calf; cow and calf; cow’s; calf noun until 1971, ten 
shillings; thereafter, fifty pence Rhyming slang for 'half (of £1). 
Pre-decimalisatton, mainly reduced to 'calf; in later.Sg®'cows' 
predominates UK mi 

cowsh noun caim u 11 ui ... -1 ibbreviation of 'cow 

■ sMit' Australia mr 

cow's lick noun | II "I | I I h l I III u i i_ "I NICK u|U 11 
cowson noun a contemptible man. Literally, 'the son of a cow' uk 

cowstroke noun in cricket, a hefty stroke to Hie leg side uk. 797s 

cow-tongue noun I 11 TOBAGO. 2003 

Cow Town nickname 1 Forth Worth, Texas ns 1975. 2 Calgary, Alberta 
CANADA, 1962 


cow trail verb 10 take a motorcyle cruise in the country for 
feCTeatfdrtLS, i m 


cowyard noun rn lexpensive > thel us, 79M 
cowyard cake noun a cake or bun containing a few sultanas 
AUSTRAUA, 7953 

cox box noun ncludes an 

amplifieMtoicrophfiise system as well as various measurement 
functions, used by a coxswain in competitive tmiftg us, 1999 
coxed adjective (of a boat) under [he control of a coxswain uk 2001 
coxey; cocksy noun 1 1 1 1 per 1 I indler ding on a scam 
by telephone who makes the initial call to potential victims us, i988 
coxy noun a coxswain us, im 

coyote French noun m 1 n nm w > 1 1 I 1 i-h h ' n- m 
EnfBfifr spoken by the older Metis Canada, m3 
coyote ugly adjective m Is that a 

man who wakes up with a 'coyote ugly' woman sleeping on his 
arm will, Jite a coyote caught in a trap, gnaw off his arm to escape 


cozmo noun piler lidine the recreationa u known as PCP or 
angel dust us, ism 
cozy adjective dull, boringus; 7 m 


cow confetti; cowyard confetti noun nonsense, rubbish. A 
euphemism for bullshit Australia, mi 


cozzer noun 1 p ice fflcer the police. A ifu ion of Hebrew 
ehazar (pig) and copper (a police officer) us,t#s, 
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CP noun corporal punishment US, resz 
c phone noun a mobile telephone. 'C is for 'cellular' us, 1997 
CP pill noun 1 111 in anti-malaria pill taken once a week. 

Chloroquine-Primaquine us, mi 
CPR strawberry noun a jph^e Canada mr 
CPT; CP time noun 1 1 1 lal 1 11 1 ime in which punctuality 

is not important An abbreviation of colored people's time us, 192s 
crab noun 1 a contemptible per 1 2 in the language of 

members of the Bloods youth gang, a membet#jthe Crips yds#)):' 
gang us, 1987. 3 a member of the Royal Air I orce uk m3. 4 a first- 
year college stud-n 5 I 1 1 n limes expanded to 

'crabby'. Bahamas. 1 ■ r 6 in the television and film industries, a 
device used to support a tripod on a slippery or uneven surface uk, 


crab verb 1 (of an aircraft) to fly close to the ground or water; to drift 
or manoeuvre sideways. From the sideways movement of a crab. 
An aircraft flying close to the ground may appear to fly diagonally 
uk, 1943. 2 in the language of parachuting, to direct the parachute 
across the wind direction us, 197 3 in the television and film 
industries, 10 move the camera sideways us, mz. 4 to spoil 
something uk 1812. s in horse racing, to belittle a horse's perform¬ 
ance UK 1948 

crab adjective perverse; 1 l-humoured, perpetually mean, cross. A 
shortening of crabby ik mi 

crab air nickname 1 1 ' I -11 I 1 (RAF). Milit in use extends 

from crab (a member of the Royal Air Force) uk m7 

crab bait noun 

crabbie noun the vagina Bahamas, 1995 

crabby adjective ill I The villain of 

the extremely popular 1957 Tom Terrific cartoon series from Terry- 
foon Cartoon Studios was the aptly named Crabby Appleton, who 
was, we remember, 'rotten to the corr’4^ 19a 
crab-fat noun an airman in the Royal Air Force. In army and navy 
use. From the colour and consistency of a blue ointment used to 
treat crabs (pubic lice);vtte blue is of a sinmlar shade to the Royal 
Air Force uniform. Flowever, this derivation may nflt be direct, nor 
strictly accurate. From the early C20, Admiralty grey paint was 
called 'crab-fat' and the anti-lice Ointment was claimed as the 
inspiratfdpfer that shade. It seems equally likely, therefore, that 
•tfriis later use should derwe froth the grey paint uk mi 
crabfats noun the Royal Air Force. In army and navy use; from the 
■Singular siflse crab-fat (an airman) uk mi 
crab-foot noun 

crab hole noun sw zeaiand, 1964 

crab in a barrel noun 1 i represer 1 n f the inability of 
people to woffe together twnidad and 
crab-mash verb to do a poor job IrQritiig clothes Barbados, ms 
crabs noun 1 pubic lice ijk jzoz. 2 in craps, a three us. 1938. 3 by 
©istefon, in a deck of playing cards, any three us. mi 
crabs on the rocks noun an itching of the scrotum. A play on crabs 

(putts to) w. mi 

crack noun 1 crysta ine umps 0! concentrated cocaine us. ms. 

2 entertaining conversation in good company Irish neologism 
.'i^jrt (an informal entertainment) combines with earlier Eirrean 
use of'the crack’ (brisk talk, news); ultimately from Old English 

cracian (crack, a loud noise) Ireland, . .. 3 a witticism; a quick and 

funny remark us, irn. 4 a willy person us 19 z 6 . 5 a smart person Fiji, 
1993. satop class racehorse Australia, i960. 7 the vagina. The 
imagery from wttgfrjf'iis derives should be apparent it remains in 
widespread use us rzzs. 8the cleft between the buttock muscles; 
loosely, the bottom; or, more narrowly, the anus ik 1&9. 9 a 
passing of wind us, 1946. 10 an instance; one item us. 1937. 11 an 
opportunity 0 12 attempt. In phrases 'have a 

crack take a a 1 ive a cracl el 13 of dawn or day, 

the break, tf 14 1 he latest news. 

Anglo-Irish heard on a bui ding site in bancashire uk 1979. 

15 wood; fiiewi" 1. Eng 1 gyp - ; ► on crack out of 

yout mind Used '^(situations where there is no crack cocaine 


involved, usually humorously in a statement such: as 'What are 
you, on crack?’ us 199s 

crack verb 1 to s[ e .1 21 1 I 1 1 mething us, ms 3 to 

reveal a secret; to inform on someone us, 1922. 4 to tease someone; 
to taunt someone, to insult someone us 1930. 5 to arrest someone 
us, 1952. 6 to breaa and entei using force wild the intent of 
committing a crime within uk. 1725. 7 1.0 change paper money into 
coin. Originally used bySPamen in hiverpool; phrased in use as,, 
for example: 'Can you crack a fiver?', meaning 'Can you change a 
five 8 I who is a virgin 

Fiji 1992 9 in surfin 1 1 I 1 1 - - 10 to strike 

Something or someone in such a way that a sharp noise is 
produced; t lap, t mad 11 1 icket, to hit a ball 

hard uk 1882. 12 to drum with expertise A shortening of'crack a 
► crack a bennie to break a 
Benzedrine™ (amphetamine sulphate) inhaler open us, wo. 

► crack a fat ► crack a 

grain to suffe * ► crack 

a Judy; crack a Judy's tea-cup to take a woman's virginity. 
Formed from conventiona 'crack' (to break, to open) and judy (a 
girl or woman) ijk 1937. ► crack a laugh to burst into laughter 
Trinidad and tobago. 2003. ► crack a lay to divulge something 
secret Australia, 1941. ► crack a rat to fart us, um. ► crack a 
short to break into a car us 1970. ► crack a smile to smile 
broadly, especially til someone who is usually serious us, 1990. 

► crack an egg 1 in bn Is, to pi ithji 1 ufficient weight to 
move a bowl or a jack an inch 01 two south Africa, ms. 2 in 
curling, to touch a stone lightly with the bowled stone Canada, i960. 

► crack the nut m inert in | ration id iperating expenses 

us, 1980. ► crack wise 1.0 instil in 1- ith a degree of 
sarcasm and humoui Imparts ,1 slight air of the old gangster life 
us 1921. ► crack your cherry to lose your innocence or virginity 
us mo. ► crack your face ml 1 |-dally of a 

usually serious person uk uu, ► get cracking to start, to begin 
work uk, 1937 

crack adjective excellent uk i793 

crack about verb to act. vigorously and aggressively. Field Marshal 
Montgomery spoke ofW$army, after it had crossed the Rhine in 
1945, as having the chance to 'crack abbutkbn the plains-#fc#{fr 
Germany' m, 1945 

crackalacking; crackalackin’ verb happening; doing; occurring; 

working. Also, in the greeting 'what’s crackalackin?’ us 2003 
crack along; crack on verb 1 n the use of a whip 

encourage speed uk m7 

crack attack noun h 11 raving f< 1 cocaine felt by an 
addict us. irn 

crack baby noun 1 a child I 11 11 1 m 1 li n n to crack cocaine 
us 1990. 2 someone who is behaving very foolishly Comparing the 
(person to & babytj|0tf| addicted to crack cocaine us, 1993 
crack back noun marijuana mixed with crack cocaine uk ms 
CrackBerry noun 1 persor ho 1 n obsi ive relationship with 
a BlackBerry mobile telecommunications device UK 2005 
CrackBerry nickname th nt-messaging 

device CANAdisstf- 

crack cooler noun pieces of crack cocaine soaked in a wine cooler 

crack-crack noun I lk island, 1992 

crack down verb 1 ns, 

especially used of campaigns against lawless persons or acts. 
Usually before 'on' or 'upon' uk 1940. 2 in horse racing, to be 
determined to win a race us, tm 

crack down on verb eize r make I ith mething Australia, 

cracked adjective mentally impaired uk >692 
cracked ice noun diamonds that have Bpisri removed their 
settings us m2 

cracked out adjective sul[-1 1 n 11 1 1- 1 y ciack cocaine 

usage us, r9ss 

cracked squash noun a fractured §ij81 us, ms 




169 


crack 'em up | cramp 


crack ’em up noun a vehicular accident us, 1977 
cracker noun 1 a poor, uneducated, racist white from the southern 
US us 1966. 2 a person of Anglo-culture Canada, 2001. 3 anything 
excellent From crack (excellent). Contemporary usage is due in 
part to comedian Frank Carson who has It's a cracker!' as a 
catch phrase uk 1914 4 an excellent performance in a game 
Australia, 1986. s an attractive woman uk i914. 6 ihe buttocks us, ms. 
7a person who breaches a computer system s security scheme. 
Coined by hackers in defence against journalistic misuse of their 
word us. ns/. 8 a criminal who spec ialises in breaking into safes. 

An abbreviation of 'sale cracker' us mu. 9 a safe Canada. 197 5. 10 a 
pound (£1); a pound-note. Often used in phrases such as 'not 
have a cracker 11 ihe le 1 in )unt of money 

Australia, 1934. 12 a fireworl 13 'none record 

us, 1947. 14 a brothel Australia, kiss, is a tooth. Usually in the plural 
uk, i978. ► go off like a cracker to explode into a rage Australia, 
1995. ► not worth a cracker entirely worthless Australia, mi 
cracker adjective excellent 1964 

cracker! used for expressing approval uk, 2003 
cracker-ass noun a thin pecan us. im 

crackerbox noun 1 a plain, box-like house us, ms. 2 a jail from which 
escape is simple, a safe which is simple 10 break into us mo. 3 a 
brakevan (caboose) us 1 v. 4 a mi itary truck used as an 
afpduiance'Cfi 1950 

cracker-bo x adjective plain, simple, unsophisticated us 1911 
Crackerdom noun u ire inhabi I . intly by racist white 

people us, 1987 

cracker factory noun a mental hospital us, 1970 
crackerjack noun in II ii u 1 nethin 

crackerjack adjective h5p| skilled, excellent us, rm 

cracker night noun a mgl 

Currently this is used to commemorate the birthday of Queen 
Elizabeth II, though, it was previously used to celebrate other 
1951 

crackers noun L A fi m the pract e it least in Boston, of 
satUf® ; (t| ; 'animal cracker biscuits with LSD:and selling it in that 
form us, 1967 

crackers adjective crazy, mad uk j : 0' 

crack gallery noun a building or room where crack cocaine is sold 
and smoked us, 1989 

crack girl noun a girl or woman addicted to crack cocaine us rasos 
crack hardy verb to endur n thin I 1 -I to put on a brave 
ftce Australia, tm 

crackhead noun 1 a person addicted to crack cocaine us ms. 2 a 
drazy persoii.iifom cracked (mentally impaired) u«,safe¬ 
crack house noun a building or room where crack cocaine may be 
bought and- consumed us, ms 

crackie noun 1 a crack cocaine user us 1997. 2 in the Maritime 
.Froviffoes, a-small yapping dogCA/sMOA, w 
crack-in noun a bpr|jjarjr;i$ 1949 

cracking adjective 1 very fast, vigorous. Also used as an adverb uk 
1825. 2 excellent. Also used nr an adverb us 1833 
crack in the shack noun a.hptppSexpal in a jail cellt^iyw 
crack it vert 1 10 succeed in some endeavour; 10 attain a desire 
Australia. 1936. 2 to succeed in gaining sexual intercourse; to have 
sex Australia, i94i. 3 to work as a prostitute Australia, ms 
crackle noun banknotes f tom ihe sound oi new money us 1950 
crackling noun 1 mar men regarded a exual pleasure, 
this probably blends the pleasures to lie had from tender juicy 
meat and crack (the vagina). Conventionally 'crackling 1 is the 
crisped skin of roast porku/f mr 

crack mama noun it m le 1 ran I 1 Ii crack cocaine us, 

crack off vert (of a male) to masturbate uk 2003 
crack on vert 1 to tel meon nethir - eal a secret 
Australia. 1965. 2 to go ahead A variation of the sense 'to hurry', 


hence 'to move forward’ uk mu. 3 to flirt; to try to seduce 
someone us m2. 4 to succeed in gaining sexual favours from 
gnsife AUSTRALIA ms >see: CRACK ALONG 
crack out vert 1 1 e ipe from prison us ;< 2 in a swindle, to 
relieve tta&yrfm offais moneyq-uickly-ttSiwv- 
crackpotnoun 1 t “i 11 hi me hete in the continuum 
between odd and crazy-uK. m3 

crackpot adjective (of ideas and schemes) crazy, fantastic, unrealistic 

crack regiment noun the ' m 1 F '-111 up, and its 
predecessor (from 1938-46), the Auxiliary ferritoria Service A pun 
on crack (excellent and crack (the vagi revise 
crack salesman noun 1 a youthful, attractive homosexual male 
prostitute us 1979. 2 a pimp us 1949 
cracksman noun a burglar; a safe-breaker. Originally 'a house- 
breaker'. As in the title of the 1963 film starring Charlie Drake us, 

crack smile noun a slash from ear to mouth, especially one inflicted 
Ssr failure to-pay for drugs us ism. 
cracksmoker noun 1 1 ei n 11 - mi pen to question, 
whether or not they actually smofeecrack us, 1997 
crack troops noun female soldiers. A pun on 'crack' - here used in 
the vaginal sense, not the expected expert sense us 1947 
crack-up noun 1 a nervous breakdown us 1935. 2 a cause for laughter 
US 1961 

crack up vert 1 i" indei net u br< rl.urn. 2 to praise 

someone highly us 1829. 3 1.0 amuse someone greatly; to cause 
laughter; to start t^Lgh-rng, especially ‘uproariously us we 
crack weed noun marijuana laced with crack cocaine UK 2003 
crack whore noun prostltnl notiva II lesire to buy crack 
ayeataews, is 90 

cracoid noun a crack cocaine addi;<4t$. as 9 
cradle noun 1 your domicile, he n a room, apartment or house 
Canada, ii,.. 2 any open-top railway goods wagon, such as a 
gondola us, mz 

cradle baby noun Based on the 

initials CB us isze 

cradle rape noun sex with a girl under the age of consent us 1959 

cradle-rocker noun 

separate gold flecks froth Sand afld earth Canada, ms 
cradle-snatch vert 1 I 1 1 ual 1 itionship vith someone 

much younger than yourself The image of the jbartner as a naby 

cradle-snatcher noun 1 erso-i 1 I 1 n - ably younger lover 
Also kriiSSn as a 'cradle-robber' us, 1907 
Craft’s disease noun ern I n ilia Ii 1 1 the purious acronym 
'can't remember 0 fucking thing' Australia, 1996 
craftsman noun a socially inept dpjt jajf 
crafty Alice noun used as the epitome of a woman's wiles uk 1959 

crafty butcher noun 1 nal .. ur lingly derived, with 

Chrismas-cracker-motto corniness, bec&jse 'a crafty-huteher takes 
, ’pb meat through the back door' uk 2003 
cram vert to st 11 I In n 1 hi mination uk 1810 
cram-book noun a book used for hasty study uk 1 m 

cram it! used f 1 1.up 1 1 jection us, rasz 

crammer nouni a period of intense studying for an examination uk 
2005. 2 a teacher who prepares students for examination; a student 
in a period of intense study for an examination; hence, anitnsti- 
tution *bere students are given such intense preparation uk mt 
cramming noun >aration for an 

examination uk mi 

cramp noun an unple int per n ns 1992 

cramp verb ► cramp someone's style to hamper or prevent 
someone from doing, or being at, theii best I rom sporting use us 
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cramper noun a small cage in which a prisoner of'war is confined 

cran noun a hiding-placi for i I- i goods ok are 
crane noun i a the rider 

crouches on one foot, extending the other leg outwards us, 1976. 2a 
superior with a great deal of influence. New York police slang us. 

crank noun 1 me wdered form; 

any amphetamine; methcathinone us, urn. 2 a mentally unstable 
person; an unreliable, unpredictable person; a person who is 
obsessed by a single topic or hobby us /ass. 3 a prison guard who 
takes pleasure In making life difficult for prisoners us mi. 4 a 
prison bully us ms. 5 a crankshaft Hot rodder usage us 194s. 6 the 
penis us. 1968. 7 an act of masturbation Australia, ms 
crank verb 1 to use amphetamines or methamphetamine, central 
nervous system stimulants us 1970. 2 to inject a drug. Also known 
as 'crank up' uk 1978. 3 10 turn up the volume of music to very 
loud us 1994. 4 to excel us i 9 ss. 5 in computing, lo perform well us 
1991. 6 in a card in 1 leal th n ► crank tail to 

physically assault someone wmoaoand tobago. mi 
crank adjective insanfASt 1995 

crank bug noun inder the influ¬ 

ence of methamphetamine but not by others us. 1977 
crankcase verb the head us, 19m 

crank commando noun an 

addittui; w® 

cranked; cranked out; cranked up adjective 1 stimulated by meth¬ 
amphetamine or amphetamines us 1171. 2 excited; intensified. 
Mechanical imagery us,-riait 

cranker noun a br I h 1 eli rin Hie ball lifts it high over his 
head in; the backswing us, i 9 S 7 

cranking; cranking up noun the act of injecting a drug uk. 2000 
cranking adjective musir il ising exciting; good us, ras2 
crank off verb to consume something ti §.$0 
crank out verb 1 n 1 om hing 1 ma omething. The impli¬ 
cation is of mechanical manufacture, but that- is riot necessarily 
, tBe : fn‘ter»tionFi4,?<w 

crank time noun the time sel or needed to start up a helicopter us, 

cranny noun 1 the mm Ana ption, pr II in ( 19 of the con¬ 
ventional sense; it remains in circulation mainly as an occasional 
variation of a pomographefs theme; the male-inspired 'cranny- 
hunter', however is no longer evident uk 1937. 2 a toilet us r%s 
crap noun in' 2 nent uk mi,. 3 an act of 

defecation us 1926. 4 marijuana us mi. s weak or highly diluted 
heroin us, 1942. ► take a crap to defecate us m2 
crap verb to defecate uk. J6Z3 

crap adjective inferi r, shodd ilu I unplea u it disliked for 
whatever reason. I rom the earlier sense (excrement) us me 
crap antenna noun the bilit 1 iete hen meone is speaking 
nar§$p$@iMSrRAUA. m? 

crap around verb 10 idle; to pass time doing nothing; to waste time 

crap artist noun a convirtctog liar us. 1934 
crap-ass noun a despicable person'us r*£ 
crap-ass adjective shoddy, inferior yx ant 

crapaud-foot writing; crapaud hand noun illegjt#$; penmanship 

TRlKitaM AND TOBAGO, 2003 

crapaud-going-to-wedding/TOim childlike, scratchy handwriting 

GRENADA. 1996 

crap course noun an easy college t$riiei® ws6 
crape-hanger noun a dosfj|ss|iTSX im 
crap hat noun in i ratr | re imenl in i jumper Fiom the 
different colour ol the uniform beret (a non-jumper is not allowed 
tft wear the red 'cherry berry' beret) uk 2000 


crap heap noun a dilapidated vehicle Australia. 1974 
craphole noun a bad place, a disgusting place us, 1939 
craphouse noun 1 a toilet us. 1934. 2 a dirty, unpleasant place us, 1934 
crapness noun a lack of style or worth at 2#> 
crap off verb to annoy someone Australia, 1974 
crapola noun used as an embellished 'crap' in any and all of Its 
senses i/ijim 

crap out verb 1 to be completel - rausted to go to sleep us 1956. 

2 to die us 1929. 3 to come to an end of a horizontal passage while 
caving or pot-holing, The horjzbntal equivalent of the conventional, 
;:*gining-terrh "JsSttom out' uk, 2004 

crapper noun 1 a toilet us 1927. 2 the anus, the rectum; the buttocks 
uk ms. ► in the crapper in hor 1 1 1 fini hing in fourth 
place or worse us, m 

crapper dick noun poli iff r who patrol iubli 1 ilet in 
search of illegal homosexual activity us 1930 

crappereena nom0$&. uk 1979 

crappers noun ► in crappers ditch in severe trouble. A strikingly 

unpleasant image akin to up shit creek new Zealand, ms 

crappers adjective yery-.dfpnjturc 19S7 

crappo noun I Islands) according 

to those on Guernsey uk mi 
crappy adjective 1 of poor quality. From crap (excrement), 
synonymous with shitty us, 1942. 2 befouled with excrement us me 
craps noun dice, especially used in craps0.$ 
craps! used for expressing disgust trinidadand tobago, 2003 
crapshoot noun 1 US. 1971 

craptabulous adjective extremely 1 Prior q rality a combination 
of crap and fantabulous sometimes used to celebrate that which 
‘ jfb so bad it is good uk 2005 

craptacular adjective 1 mel 1 rior quali A combination of 
crap and spectacular sometimes used to celebrate that which is so 
bad it is good. Coinage is credited to the writers of cartoon- 
character Bart Simpson in The StmpsGhsox tm 
craptastic adjective ' ii 11 I in mi juali A combination of 
crap and fantastic sometimes used to celebrate that which is j§j£' 
bad it- is good us, 2003 

craptitude noun a state of e ter.pri ing generally negative 

qualities such as poor taste and feebleness A variation of crapness 
that seems to carry a suggestion of decrepitude uk 2000 
crap up verb i to fill something with clutter us. rue. 2 to spoil 
something; to ruin something ■ is. 1 .■■■„ 3 lo address someone with 
a complete lack of sincerity us, rs so 
crapweasel noun 1 leceitful n tin in erson uk 200s 
crash verb 1 to enter i; rrt 1 ial event 1 1 ut an invitation us, 

1921. 2 to enter a place with force with the intention of commitinga 
crime us 1924. 3 lo slay somewhere temporarily; lo sleep somewhere 
us ms. 4 to go to sleep 1¥, 1943. 5 lo return lo normal perceptions 
after a drug intoxication; to experience an associated feeling of post¬ 
intoxication depression or dismay us m 6 (used ofacomputer 
program) lo 'ail completely without warning us. m 3 . 7 (used of a 
police case) to fail or be dropped (r 1 > - 8 to hit something, to 
strike something us 1 9 to escape from jail or prison us mo. 10 in 

circus and carnival usage, to change money us mi. 11 to pass 
something, togtve something out Teen slang, recorded in 
Leicestershire uk England. /-..-a 12 to intubate a hospita patient 
quickly and urgently us. 1994. 13 to perform a high-priority job as 
soon as possible us, me. ► crash and burn 1 to (ail us. mu. 2 in 
computing, to fail in a dramatic and spectacular fashion us. mi. 

► crash the ash to offer someone a cigarette UK moi 

crash box noun 111 1 11 1 11 hi I 1 mi .not equipped with 

synchromesh, requiting forceful gear Shifts ys, trn 
crash car noun an old, inexpensive car used in the distribution of 
illegal-alcohol «s, 1974 

crash cart noun a mobile cart used to carry equipment. Originally 
tepfel use, since expanded us, 19m 
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crash-course noun a short, intensive course on a particular subject 

crasher noun i a person temporarily sleeping in someone else's 
house o' apartment us mi. 2 a very lerious ot t resume person or 
thing. A variation of crashing bore uk i960. 3 a powerful, hard- 
breaking wave us, i 964 
crash hat noun a safety helmet us,imeg. 

crash helmet noun a condom. Figu ti ei “"I motorcyclists'safety 
wear: in both uses worn in case of accident Possibly also a 
putwing reference to 'helmet' (the head af&feg penis) uk im 
crash hot adjective excellent Av.sm.uA; im 
crash hot! t I new Zealand, 

1998 

crashing bore noun a very tedious or tiresome person or thing uk, 

crash-out noun an escape frdfrt'rfinsQn or 
crash out verb to escape from prison us, 195 4 
crash pad noun 1 e people stay 

for the night or temporarily, with or without knowing the owner, 
with or without formal invitation us .00. 2 a pit of soft dirt or 
sand used for low-levelstunt fells us, m3 
-crat;-ocrat sum* len linked ith a sub 1 used to designate a 
person that may'- be dominant, or aspiring to dominance, or 
pretending superiority within that subject area. A sarcastic or 
humorous application of the-conventional sense fouststin such 
words as 'aristocrat', 'democrat', 'plutocrat', etc. The root in most 
■fOnventional senses ends with an 0 in colloquial or journalistic 
usage the 'o’ is generally incorporated uk 1937 
crate nouni an old and dilapidated car us. 1927. 2 a railway boxcar us 


crate of sand noun a truck hauling sugar us. 1971 
crater noun 1 a deep >r 11 II iter injections us, mz. 2 a 
fecial blemish us, 1968 

crates noun the female breasts new Zealand, 19m 
c-rat grenade noun 1 crude h I 1 1 1 fashioned by the Viet 
Cong using a IJS combat rations can as the grenade shell us. 1990 
c-ratsnoun US Army combat rations. Vietnam war coinage, in 

continuing use-os ms 

craven adjective glut 1 "i greed enada, 1996 

cravenous adjective I III I I I I 1 E s BRITISH, 1996 

cravetious adjective ree d tobago. 1956 

cravicious adjective gluttonous, greedy Barbados, 1996 
crawfish verb 1 - - i< n on >r mething In nature, the only 
defence available to the crawfish is to bury itself (ft'mud. or silt, 
CfioVlril backwards us, m2 

crawl nouni in television and film-making, titles that roll from the 
bottom of the screen to the top us, 1990. 2 in pool, backspin 
applied %ihe cue ball ts, 1954 

crawl verb 1 2 to search 

somewhere OS, iase 

crawler noun 1 2 

caftiemptibia person; ailow p&mmMKfmtiA,. m 7 

crawling adjective iwling with lice’ uk 

crawling horror noun e or software 

US 1991 

crawl with verb to be alive, or filled with, people of a specified type 

Cray nouni a one-hundred dollar note. From the note's red colour, 
shared with the crayfish new Zealand, inis 2 a crayfish Australia, 1909 
crayon noun i 10 -oi m 1 I 0 n a super mputer 
designed by Cray Research us, 1991 
craythur noun lei ling reflects 

the Fliberno-English pronunciation of 'creature' Ireland. 2002 


crazies noun phei 1 li< ne he recreatir lal irug known as PCP or 
angel dust us. 1993 

crazy noun 1 | “i n who enga 1 errati unpredictable 
behaviour us, irn 

crazy adjective 1 2 enthusiastic 

for, about or to do something uk 177 ■ 3 (used of a particular card 
in poker and oths^art-pmes) capable of,'being played as a. card 
of any value. The same as the more common 'wild' us. m 7 . 

4 many us, i 989 . ► like crazy e utmost us. 1924 

crazy alley noun the area in a prison in which mentally ill patients 

are confined us, 1992 

crazy as a bedbug adjective eccentric, read us. 1918 

crazy-ass adjective very crazy us ism 

crazy doctor noun a psychiatrist or other psychotherapist us, 1939 
crazy Eddy noun I on y il phem I line the recreational drug 
known as PCP or angel dust us 1993 

crazy eight; crazy 8 noun ny for mental 

unfitness From US Army Regu ition 600-208 us. 1968 
crazy freak noun a pretty girhut wss 
crazy house noun a mental hospital us, m7 
Crazy Joey nickname the Gambino 

crime family in New York, shot to death at Umberto's Clam House 
ffi T972 us, 1990 

crazy large adjective doing very well us 1993 

crazy like a fox; crazy as a fox adjective eefiWftric; otftfiing us, 1935 

crazy oats noun wild rice Canada. 

crazyweed noun marijuana Uk 1998 

creaker noun an old perspMK ms 

cream noun 1 a bribe 21 iriet In lish from the Parvatti 

Valley in Northern Indian's 2003. 3 money. Cash rules everything 
oround me us, 1994 

cream verb 1 to ej 1 ulat 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 11 ints during sexual 

arousal us ws. 2 by extension, to gush with excitement us ms. 

3 to defeat someone convincingly us 1 m 4 to kill someone us 1940. 

5 to hit someone or something ;is m2, s to rob someone uk nos. 

► cream the rag The 

mastubatory image is powerful us mi ► cream your jeans 
while dressed, 10 respond to a sexual stimulus by secreting fluids 
us m2. ► get creamed ill ed fr 11 surfboard and 
pounded into the ocean, ocean bottom or pi mgs of a pier us ms 

cream bun noun lang for hun ljk 

SCOTLAND, 7996 

cream cookie noun 1 I kmakei betting shop. Glasgow rhyming 
'slangfor bookie uk- scotcA/aa im 

cream cracker noun an mi ivoury 1 I person. Rhyr ling 
slang for knacker; also abbreviated to 'creamers’ Ireland, 2003 
cream crackered adjective tired ut, exhausted Rhyming slang for 
knackered (exhausted); 1 a Cor#iS€lcmal 'cream cracked is a savoury 

creamed adjective 1-1 m il -iii 1 result of sexual 

arousal uk 1997 

creamer noun 1 : till uk 1996. 

2 someone who is over-excited or scared; by implication, someone 
who is not in control- of his emotions or bis affairs 

3 in the car sales business, an excellent car us m3 
creamienouni 1 sexua ittractive 11 man uk m2 2an 

outstanding student selected after advanced flying training to 
become a flying instructor. Also variant'erea/ny' uk mi 
creamies noun 1 1 1 1 li har 1 1 ually transmitted 

infection us, 19m 

cream off verb 1 n t 1 cream (t ejaculate) 
creampienoun emen ee; n rom a igina mi or mouth. A 
fetish that oozed from US Internet pornography in ihe early 2000s; 
■((& semen isas-often as not an,#t#i.ciaHy concocted look-alike us. 
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cream puff noun i a hufl Glasg rhyming tnguK ms 2 an 
effeminate male f a 1945. 3 an easy target, easy prey us, 191s. 4 in the 
used car business, a well-preserved car us 1949 
creamy noun a person of mixed European and Australian Aboriginal 
heritage Australia, 1912 

creamy adjective 1 quarter 1 1 Australia -I 11 mil Australia, m2. 

2 sexually attractive Influenced by 'creamy' (delightful), this use is 
from cream (to secrete fluidsyihen sexually aroused) us. m 7 . 

3 pleasing, excellent Teen slang us, im 

creasenoun in p 1 bettir 1 ti n re ml hen strong fan 
support for one tiffft or contestant creates an imbalance in the 
odds which carte exploited byifcdfever ihettorrusj ;gi9i 
crease; crease up verb lo laugh immoderately, lo collapse with 
laughter; to cause such a condition An image of being bent 
■double with itaught@f« ’^84 
cred noun credibility uk, 199s 

cred adjective acceptable to voui peers; hence, fashionable. 
Abbreviated from street-cred (the quality of being undersides % 
tltban youth), in tym Shortened from 'street-credible’ uk 1999 
credentials noun the genitals us. 1968 

credit noun 1 

acknowledgement of service rendered in theentertainment 
industry us, 1992. 2 a reduction ol a jail sentence due to good 
’behaviour u$ 1949: 

credit card noun 1 a boyfriend uk, mi. 2 a fsyour owed us, ms 
creek noun ► down the creek in oil drilling, wasted or tost us rasa. 
► up the creek 1 n 1 - uni lira include'up the creek 

without a paddle’ and 'up the creek with a paddle in a barbed-wire 
eawM'us m§ 

creep noun 1 an ol lonabl r unpleasant [ >n; a dull or 

insignificant person 1 is. 1 2 a piisonei who is neither respected 

nor liked us mi. 3 a thief who operates in hotels, entering 
unlocked rooms as the guests sleep uk iszz. 4 a drug addict who 
relies on the kindness of other addicts for small amounts of drugs 
us, 1971. 5 a furtive arrival or departure us, ms. ► on the creep 
.used of a, thief who is'Marking uK/im.s 
creep verb 1 to i 2 lo ambush someone 

with the Intern of seriously injuring or killing them. Prison usage 
us 1974. 3 to attempt to have a secret sexua relationship with 
someone's boyfriend or girlfriend us mi 4to be sexually 
unfaithful us, 1972. s to dance A late 950s usage, not necessarily in 
reference to tfit’Creep', a sWrfilived 1950s dance sensation uk. 
1950s. 6 to escape us. i%7 
creep! go away! uk mss 

creep-and-cuss adjective (used of car traffic) extremely congested us 

creeped out adjective worried, riisuabed. txlencs from the creeps (a 
feeling of d read) us, a»? 

creeper noun 1 a burglar us c«, 2 a prostitute or prostitute's 
accomplice who steals from the clothes of Hie prostitute's 
customer uk 19 84 . 3 a marijuana cigarette us, 1997. 4 in trucking, a 
very low gear us, 1937. s in car repair, a platform on casters that 
allows a mechanic-® #§ on their back and roll under a car- to work 
oritl SS m2 

creeperbud; creeper noun if marijuana. 

Because it 'creeps up on you' us, mi 

creepers noun glars us 1949 

creepers! used for expressing surprise. An abbreviated version of 
JEEPERS, CREEPERS! US, 1944 

creep game noun a scheme n which a prostitute and her 
confederate rob the prostitute's customer us, uk 1960s 
creep house noun a brothel where customers are routinely robbed 

1913 

creepie-peepie noun mil hawl-h Id tel ion camera. An 
unsuccessful attempt to recreate the popularity of walkie-talkie us, 

creeping crud noun any skin rash suffered in tropical and jungle 
IrSvironments us, 1946 


creeping Jesus noun a hypocritically pious sneak and coward uk mm 
creeping Jesus! u - r in- ire i i urprise, frustration, anger, 
etc AUSTRALIA, !SSf>j 

creeping mocus noun a non-existent disease us, W 
creep joint noun are searched 

and robbed us, iser 

creepo noun a-contemptible person us jb@ 

creep out vert to create a very uncomfortable feeling in someone 


creep pad noun a creep Jlflf: us me 

creeps noun ► the creeps aiecsatrort of dread uk im 

creeps! used as an al -purpose, non-profane expression of surprise 

US. 1971 

creepster noun d creep us, 1993 

creepy adjective mi ' im I 1 in 11- 1 nervousness in 

others us, wi 

creepy-crawly noun an insect; a spider u/c 19a 

creepy-peepy noun 1 I ar usage us ms. 

2 a television mini-camera us. 19S6 

crem noun a crematorium. Cremation has been legal in the UK since 
1884; it is a matter of cQnjfbtwe how soon-this familiar 
rsfeftqningftook a hold uk fSkr 

Creme de Menthe French noun with a mouth 

At# Of creme de menthe alcohol us 1993 
cremmie; cremmy noun a crematorium. An elaboration of crem 

AUSTRALIA, 1982 

crepes noun trainers (sneakers) Jamaica, vm 

crepesoles noun iyana, me 

crest verb to smile I torn the branded toothpaste us 1997 

cretin noun an incompetent and despicable person us, mi 

cretinous adjective n computing, incompetent, dysfunctional us mi 

crevice noun the vagina. Widespread In pornographic literature its 

crew noun 1 a criminal gang us, m-. 2 a tightly-knit group of close 
friends us 1957. 3 a group of graffiti artists who work together us. 


crew chief noun the leader of a unit of a criminal gang us, 1992 

crew dog noun a crew chief in the US Air Force us 199s 

crew hog noun aer of a film crew us 2000 

crew pie noun a pizza made by a pizza parlour's employees us me 

crew runner noun 1 lie js. 2000 

crew up verb to form a group to commit a crime us, 2000 

cri! used as an expression or shock, surprise, etc. A shortening of 


crib noun 1 a per n I llin 1 nj 1 menl r house us ras. 2 a 
room or shack where a prostitute p ies her trade us, i84e. 3 a house 
or shop chosen for a robbery < \nada, mi,. 4 in trucking, the 
sleeping compartment behind the driver us, a*, sa holiday 
cottage new Zealand, i98o. 671 prison cell us 1990. 7 a gambling 
establishment uk 1823. 8 a brakevan (caboose) us 1977. 9 a safe us 

1902 10 1 ALIA, 1941. 11 a 

meal taken during the major break at work \ustralia, w 9 o. 12 any 
form of written aid to cheating in examinations. The origiiS®l 
(1841) meaning was specifically 'a literal translation illicitly used by 
students'; the current vaguer sense gained purchase during C20 
uk 1900. 13 ci 14 crack cocaine ijk 1 99s 

crib verb i to reside somewhere us aw9. 2 to cheat in an examin¬ 
ation uk i89i. 3 lo plagiarise something; to copy something uk 1941 
cribbage peg noun the leg. Rhyming stasgAj£$^ 
cribber noun a horse that chews the wood of its stall us, 1947 


crib course noun ..use < tudy us 1970 

crib girl noun a woman working in a supp v shack or supply room 






173 


cribhouse | criticism/self-criticism 


cribhouse noun a 

cribman noun pr lonal sa racker us ra76 
crib sheet noun a piece of paper with information used for studying 
or cheating in an examination OtWMus i960 

crib time noun a mea time 

cricket adjective and rules uk 1900 

cricket score odds noun in horse racing, odds of 100-1 or higher 
AUSTRALIA, 1989 

cricket team noun i ve parse mou le there are eleven men 
- f f ifeirs - on each side Australia, im 

cricks; crix noun theatre cntip4^ wk 

crigs noun the testicles From ihe Irish creig (rock) or cnag (knob) uk. 

NORTHERN IRELAND, 1992 

crikey! used as an expression of surprise, frustration, ate. A 
euphemism for Christ! uk i m 

crikey Moses! used for registering surprise or anguish uk. 1993 
crillrouna marijuana cigarette laced will- cocaine. A lazy 
prondunciation of cripple ur;. 2 s 0 ;' 

crill adjective ir^^f OS, J 993 

crills noun crack cocaine us, ms 
crillz noun an abode us. 1997 
crim noun a criminal us. ms 


crim adjective involved in crime; criminal Australia, resz 
crime noun son ie< 1 In I 1 1 1 lebt li m the adage 'crime 

doesn't pay' Australia, 1989 

crime verb in the military, in discipline someone Australia . 1932 
Crime Dog nickname i McGriff (b.194 1 11 1 baseman 

(1986 -2001) with a large impact on the defence of the team he 
was playing for. Anfeusion to the edrrfcstrip character McGruff; a 
crime-fightirig.d.ogM, 1992 
crimey noun a criminal 

crimp noun 1 2 1 1 ;t bend 

or crease In a playing card that assists a cheat or a conjuror to 
prosper us. 2003 

crimp vert to intrude; to impede something us, 1979 
crimp cut noun in a card game, a cheating move in which the 
cheater cuts die deck of cards to an intended spot us, 1996 
crimper noun 1 a hairdresser uk me. 2 in gambling, a person who 
crimps cards so as to be able to identify them in future hands us, 

crimps noun ti^itcurts of hair Bahamas, am 

crimson butterfly noun the penis uk 2003 
crimson rambler noun a bedbug us 1906 
crimson tide; crimson wave noun the bleed period pfilja 
menstrua! cycle us. 2001 

cringe noun crank, but the 

image of cringing is powerfu when discussing a methamphet- 

cringe!; oh cringe! mbarrassment, 

apology or regrel, also, in sympathy with another's 
embarrassment A vac^OTion of a prote^ifftysfCal reaction to 
such embarrassment uk 1984 


crink noun 1 a sharp, searing pain us 1 n0. 2 methamphetamine 
sulphate in powdered form us. 1977 
crinkle noun paper money uk w 

crinkle-top noun fro hair us, raso 

crip noun 1 an easy course in school or college us, 1923. 2 a cripple US. 


cripes! r ice of'Christ!' 

AUSTRALIA, IKK 

crippen! used f 1 1 11 1 urpri 1 1 1 ince Using the 

name of notorious murderer Dr H H. Crippen, 1860-1910; ulti¬ 
mately a'feTa&jri of christi uk 1984 


crlppie noun high qualitymatfuaha us, 2002 
cripple noun 1 ] crutch (a device 

to support the butt) ( is. 195; . 2 a <1 lee-boarder; a surfer who rides 
feeeling: rather than standing. Derogatory, spoken with disdain by 
experienced surfers us, m ss. 3 in pool, a shot that cannot be 
missed or a game that cannot be lost us, raw. 4 a disabled railway 
darti^eras. JW6 

cripple-cock noun 1 cider. Dorset slang, subsequently adopted as a 
brand name. Possibly playing on brewer's droop (an inability to 
4feive an erect penis symptomatic of drunkenness) uk-engm/vd, 
1979. 2 used as a general pejorative A slur on virility uk raso 
crippleware noun computer software that operates up to a point 
but then is disabled until payment for a full working version is 
made tfe m 

crip up v-ert ( il 111 il I li I t 1 the 1 lie of a disabled 

character. From crip (a cripple) uk 2004 
cris noun amphetamines A misspelling and/or a play on crystal 
(methamphetamirve), m an abbreviation of Spanish casta/1/5, nm 
Crisco Frisco nickname San F 111 1 ill rnia An allusion to the 
vegetable shortening often used as a sexual lubricant and San 
Francisco'S reputation as a city with a large homosexual popu¬ 
lation US, 1979 

crisp noun A crack cocaine mixed with marijuana US. 1995. 2 any 

alcohol PS J®/ 

crisp adjective 1 2 said of a table 

in pool where there is no need to adjust a shot to compensate for 
fe table surfeefe u s, me - 
crisper noun a commissioned act of arson uk 2003 
crispie noun a 1 mm 1 no hence th lural i il 0 generalised as 
money. Extended from 'crisp', '.he qua ity of new notes uk m2 
crispo adjective 

crisp packet noun a prison bed uk 19&, 

crispy noun a badly burnt, person or corpse An abbreviation of 

CRISPY CRITTER US, 19S1 

crispy adjective i i li i i i I nable pleasin us 1997 2 slightly 
diminished in mental facilities due to prolonged alcohol and/or 
drug usf.{j $.1979 

crispy critter noun 1 a bi1111 rpse, e eciall nm burnt by 
napalm. The term was borrowed from the branded name of a 
sugar-frosted oat cereal cut out in animal shapes, popular m tb£-' 
US in the 1960s us, 7967. 2 a badly burnt hospital patient us 7989. 

3 a burnt pfeijS im 

criss; kris adjective tylish, attracti 1 1 I 1 111 1 used of the new or 
desirable Adapted, front an abbreviation - of 'crisff Crash;. UK black- 

usage JAMAICA, 1991 

crissake; crisake; krissake used for expressing frustration or 
rfedyance uk 79W 

criss-cross noun tn rmphet mine table esj .11 Benzedrine™ 
(amphetamine sulphate). From the cross scoring on the tablet; 
possibly a play on cris, a central 'Bghroits.system sti mutant 
(amphetamine) us 1993 

criss-cross verb to simultaneously ingest lines of heroin and cocaine 
’ hby -hasat irihalafioftfe. 

cristal noun MDMA he reers tional drug >est known as ecstasy uk 

cristina; cris; crist; Christina noun methamphetamine. A 
personification 0' crystol (powdered methamphetamine) us, 1971 
crit noun 1 a critic uk 1/4.1. 2 a criticism; a critique uk. ms. 3 a state 
■ifiSE critical mass critical -st^e A-Cdfeuialism from nudear physics 
-US fes? 

crit-hit noun a critical success A combination of crit (a critic) and 
'hit' (a success)«, as 

critical adjective 1 dangerously ill or injured uk 2003. 2 impressive, 
amazingly mo. 3 (used 0' a wave) very steep, threatening to break 
at any moment us 1963 

criticism/self-criticism noun a structured grotjji discussion in 
which members of the group analyse and comment oh tfwown 






critter | cross-patch 


174 


behaviour and that of other members of the group, Popu!|p.'»Cf 
leftist groups in the US in the late 1960s and early 70s us, 2002 
critter noun a creature, especially a horse or a cow; a person (usually 
disparaging) us ®>s 

crivens! ering shock, horror or astonishment 

Probably a compound roilS-hfist!' and 'heavens!’ uk 1999 
cro noun a prostitute. A variation of crow Australia, 1953 
croack noun mixture of crack and an amphetamine us. 1993 
croagies noun the testides-us, 19S5. 

croak noun a combina 1 0 craci rinr nd methamphetamine. 

A variation of crack with fatal taebpclings croak (to die) UK 199s 
croak verb 1 2 

uk 1823. 3 to inform on someone, to betray someone us. raw. 4 in 
’pjrottf) miscue Canada, im 

croaker noun 1 a doctor, es| ometlmes 

abbreviated to 'croak' uk is >. 2 a doctor who provides narcotics for 
an addict A specialisation of the previous sense us, ms. 3a habit¬ 
ual cemplainer In tug, US use, but now obsolete therfr>«s»MiM 
1882. 4 a dying person, 01 one who has just died. From croak (to 
die) uk 18/3 

croc noun a crocodile Australia, im 

crock nouni an nil lea mi I thle pe 1 ibject or experi¬ 
ence, a waste of time. Contemptuously abbreviated $j£p the fam¬ 
iliar crock of shit us, 1944. 2 an old and worn-out person or thing 
uk, 1889. 3 a person with medica problems which are the result of 
abusive living us 197s. 4a computet program that normally 
functions but fails 1' modified at all us, m3. 5 nonsense. An 
abbreviation of crock of shit us, 1x2 
C rock noun crack cocaine c (cocaine) p us rock (crack cocaine) uk 


crock adjective l ken: no g dm tralia, ,957 

crock cut noun a hair ut which gi the appea ince of having been 

^pbieved by placitilift'ibowi over tjff Subject’s headi-Mt :-ff»z 

crocked adjective 1 I I 2 I unk us, 1917 

crock of shit nouni an unplea i i irthl person, object or 
experience; a waste of time. A cftByentionat uSfock 1 (a pot) of shit 
(excreta) us, mi. 2 nonsense, lies us, ms 
crocky noun a crocodile Mostly juvenile Australia, 1943 
crocodile noun 1 a long line of school children walking two abreast 
uk i87o. 2 a smile. Rllyming slaiig ( a 1992. 3 a horse. Possibly a 
jocular elaboration of crock (a worthless or worn-out thing, betieg' 
a broken-dowh horse) Australia, 1897 
crocus nouni 1 I I i 11 i ill 1 1I11 2 a fall weather 

trader who appears for a while when winter is over uii m s 
Croker nickname Croke Park, Hie official head quarters of the Gaelic 
Athletic Association (GAA) /setsvfi, 000 
Cromwell noun a m h II iliercar itizer band radio slang; 
Cromwell arsjjftbe Cavaliers were on opposing sides in the English 
:0Vil War uk. 1981 
cronky adjective 1 

Australia, /1 1. 2 applied generally as a disdainful descriptor. 
Schoolchildren's slang or 1 3 inferior; 'wonky' uk ixi 

crook adjective i gained, stolen, 

illicit Australia, Isis. 2 (of a racehome) not being run to win; (of a 
jockey) not riding lo win Australia cm. 3 had; no good Australia, 
i9w. 4 ill unwell injured ► go crook to express 

anger verbally Australia. 1910 
crook adverb badly AUSttmm, 1959 
crook as a dog adjective very ubMAustralia, i9ss-- 
crook as Rookwood adjective (especially in Sydney) very unwell. 
■Rhyming phrase referring to Rookwood Cemetery, the main 
cemetery serving: : ^ney for jpliny years Australia, 1971 
crook book noun a piece of crime fiction uk 1959 
crooked adjective i i m i I li I ionest manufacture uk, im. 

2 annoyed Australia, 1942 


crooked adverb illic lly, n a commal manner, furtively UK 1936 
crooked as a dog's hind leg extremely crooked. Both literally and 
figuratively 'crooked' Australia, ms 

crookie noun ALAND, 1962 

crook on adjective mil ed 1 1 TRALIA, 1X7 
croop noun a croupier uk 2000 

crop noun i 2 inferior quality 

heroin. A variation of crap us. 2002 

crop dusting noun ilia 10 rlkingi 1 n the aisle of an airliner 

us.2002 

crop-head noun a male with closely cut hair ox; m3 
croppernouni 1 man ho eel to have se th 1 transsexual. 
Named after Coronation Street charactei Roy Cropper whose 1999 
soap opera story-line had him Involved with a transsexual uk 2503, 

2 a fail; a setback Australia, 1921. ► come a cropper to take a 
heavy fall; to go wrong Phis is the most familial phrase based-on 
'cropper' (a fall, 1858); Others are 'get a cropper' and 'fall a 
cropper' uk, 1874 

croppie noun a crop circle researcher uk 2003 
crop-topped adjective with short hair, cropped on top 2001 
cross noun an aci f betr 1 1 I 1 'A' oss t w ► in a cross in 

trouble us, are. ► on the cross dishonestly uk 1819 
Cross noun ► the Cross I 1 1 listricf of Sydney 

AUSTRALIA, 1946 

cross verb 1 to betray someone ( ik row 2 to cheat a cheat us i9so 
cross bar hotel noun a jail or prison us, ms 
cross-comical adjective foolish Bimbos, ms 
crosscut noun a Chinese woman, a Jewish woman. A Liverpudlian 
term, derived from the notion that Asian: Jarols have a 

different orieils^an to those of Western women; hence, its yet 
more ill-informed application to Jewish women uk 1966 
crossed wires noun ,1 mrmrdeNandlng I rom the hazards of 
telephony uk 1932 

cross-eye; cross-eyes noun u. From the con¬ 

ventional sense describing the condition uk 1937 
cross-eyed adjective annoyed, angry u/c 1998 
crossfire noun in confidence games, conversation between 
confederates in the swindle that draws the victim into the swindle. 
Originally used to describe the banter of vaudeville, then 
adapted to criminal purposes us. 1940 

crossfire vert (used of 1 1 hi 1 -.lif 1 1- ear hooves together 

while running us, js st 

crosshairs noun ► put in the crosshairs to target something. 

From military sniper/target competition shooting us, 2002 
crosshaul noun a notional tool that a novice logger Is often sent to 
ffeteh us, im. 

crosslift noun h two 

confederates on either side of the victim cantinafcfaising the bet 
\«til the victim withdraws from the hand us. lses 
cross my heart and hope to die used asrftftSath, often with 
filimouc us, 1926 

cross my heart and hope to spit used as an oath and pledge. 
Popularised by Theodore 'Beaver' Cleaver on the US television 
comedy Leave it to Beaver (CBS and ABC, 1957 - 63), in place of 
the more common 'cross my heart and hope to die'. Used with 
referential humour by those who had watched the show as 
-cfiildieiits. 

Crossmyloof noun 1 mal 1 1 1 ual. GI rhyming slang for 
poof, formed from the name of an area of the south sid^Sp 
Glasgow W:$ 6 £BiAm 1988 

cross of the north noun a stance assumed by a spider on a 
portage when meaing-sorr^ssiK'ah a trail Canada, w 7 
crossover verb to leave one youth gang and join a rival gang us 199s 
cross-patch noun a peevish ill-tempered per n A combination of 
'cross' (angry, peevish) and obsolete 'patch' (a fool) Originally 
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crossroad | crud up 


applied to a gijtiralvpft^rt; the general sense recorded in used to support the legs of a trrppdr.pri a slippery or uneven 

1818 uk i7oo ^oiftpe m ixo 


crossroad noun i i n he main iblet identified by it cross- 
sdSflhg, t#Ss cOmmonly heard than cross dates ra® 
crossroader noun an itinerant card cheat us, im 
cross-talk noun in Mill ill i ill lii peaking simul¬ 
taneously and thus possibly obscuring what is said us, im 
cross-thread adjective contrary trinidad and tobaco, ram 
cross top noun a tablet if Benz Irine™ (an ihetamine sulphate), a 
cenlral nervous system stimulant I rom the appearance: white 
^btefc'with a cross cut intcftte surface US wi 
crossword spanner noun a pencil. A term used by Royal Navy 
engineers urc ram 

crot noun loose stool. A 

schoolboys' term uk im 
crotch noun a woman us:, im: 

Crotch nickname the US Marif#f5j«J$ US, 1953 
crotch ball noun irt handball, a ball that strikes the intersection of 
two playing surfaces us, am 
crotch crickets noun pubic m’ 
crotchety adjective ill-tempered, cross uk 1525 
crotch light noun n the x n gr ph indi i i light used to 
illuminate the genitals of the performers US, razz 

crotch magazine noun r p mogr r.. emeus ra® 

crotch rocket noun a motorcyle, usually a fast racing motorcyle us, 

crotch rot noun any fungal infection in the crotch us i*z 
crotch row noun in a striptease performance, seats very near the 
performers us, im 

crotch shot noun a photograph focused on a person's genitals us 


crotch strap noun i i n i in i r safety de e that attaches to 
the buckle of the lap belt and is attached to the chassis under the 

crotch walker noun netween the 

thighs UK 1996 

crovey! used for expressing approval uk, 2003 
crow noun 1 a bln. I >er 1 1 fensive 2 1 leinale prostitute. 

Occasionally also spelt 'era'. Perhaps influenced by chromo 
aiistralia 1944. 3 a mawkish, < > d-fashiorted person us 1945. 4 a 
drinking friend Bermuda ms. 5 an undertaker; an undertaker's 
employee. From their b ack c othing uk 1947. 6 used as an abusive 
term of address uk 1993. 7 cocaine uk 200. . 8 an electronic warfare 
specialist. Vietnai 1 1 1 1 9 m 1 I insignia in the US 

Navy us, 1905. ► as the crow flies directly, in a straight line 

AUSTRALIA, 1X2 

Crow nickname the Crow's Nest Pass railway freight rates Canada, rasz 

crowbait noun 

crowbar palace noun a jift-BS mi 

crowd noun i a company of pe I ill i mmon denomi¬ 
nator, a set US, 1840. 2 a fat person us, razo 
crowd verb i omeone us 

1828. 2 to verge on a specified age its 1943 
crowded cabin noun in poker, a hand consisting of three cards of 
one rank and a parr Conventionally known as a 'fell house' us im 
crowded space noun a subcase. Rhyming slang; especially, by 
thieves stealing luggage 11 crowded spaces uk 1x1 
crowd engineer noun a police dog us m 
crowd-surf verb 1 1 1 1 il I I 1 1 1 I propelled and 

supported by the hands of that crowd us, 1x3 
crow-eater noun a person from the state of South Australia Australia, 


crow foot noun 1 n ir ref h in | i-end I rench with an 
extension us, 1x3. 2 in the television and film industries, a device 


crowhop noun in rodeos, a mild bucking Canada, rasz 
crowie noun I 1 ' m il 11 1 Mi 1 I I 1 1 

colouri(of plumagefclothingj efetl tone of voice uk 1979 
Crow Jim noun k people. A 

reversal ofth£ffimmontefm\#4i crow for anti-black.discrlmi-' 
nation us ®56 

crown noun 1 at 1 - f MDMA, th 1 1 n 1 I line be r t known as 

ecstasy. From the imprint on the pink pill us 1x6. 2 a hat us me. 

3 a condom uk wss 

Crown noun a Crown Prosecutor Canada, 2002 
crown verb i 2 to couple a 

brakevan (caboose) to a freight train us, 1946 
crown and anchor noun 1 espicabl in hyming slang for 
wanker, formed on thfi name of a dice game uk 1x2 
crown crap noun heroin us im 

crownie noun a tram or bu insj tor. Afte he emblem of that 
rank Australia, 1953 

crown jewels noun 1 the male genitals, especially the testicles 
Australia, 1970. 2 tools Rhyming slang, perhaps taking Its inspiration 
from the value a tradesman p aces on his tools uk 1x2. 3 jewels, 
Usually ostentatious# not tacky, worn by a drag queen. The royalty 
punning thanks to 'queen' us 19m 
Crown Vic noun a I ord Crown Victoria car us 1999 
crows noun ► where the crows fly backwards an arid, 
region Australia, 1932 

crow's feet noun 1 wrinkles at the corner of the eyes uk 1374. 

2 MDMA, the recreationa drug best known as ecstasy. Specifically 
used of any tablet of MDMA stamped witn an image similar to'ime. 
single print of a Mri's track uk 2004 
crow’s foot noun in -A i i line 1 1 A 1 -1 rmally known as 

an Epoxirod trf-unitl.es ra® 

crow’s nest noun 1 the uppermost balcony in a cinema. A pun on 
ffia nautical term, acknowledging that the upper balconies were 
reserved for black peop e (crows) us razo. 2 the observation tower 
Of a brakevan (caboose) us im 

crow storm noun m "I im u| 1 n 1 1 cold weather 

approaches ffljm antumn Canada, 1x2 
Croydon facelift noun a Hi rle hairstyl 1 1 h h the hair is 
scraped back (into ,1 ponytai 01 similar) so tightly that it appears 
to stretch the skin on the face. Coinage is credited to suburban 
tendon local newspaper the Croydon Guardian, reflecting the chav 
sybcCultumf phenomenon. Also known as a 'Croydorysfftile' uk 200s 
Croydon pineapple noun 1 among an 

11 mm av> ol .uil :mm yn idi, a when ill bun A : gully serried into 
a spikey top knot. Croydon is an urban area to the south east of 
fendon strongly identified with the chav sub-culture UK ms 
CRS disease noun 1 11 I m t memoi The person In 
question 'can’t remember SjitfuSH®z 
crucial adjective very good Recorded in Bermudan and American 
youth culture Bermuda, iws 

crud noun i a contempti per i rigina ttish dialect for 
'excrement' us ra® 2 rubbish, filth, shit Originally Scottish dialect 
crud (curdled matter) us m . 3 dried or sticky semen us, i%7. 4 any 
sexually transmitted infection us mi. 5 a common cold or the flu 
Antarctica, ;on:. 6 a notiona disease, covering many ailments, real 
and imaginary us 1932. 7 snow that does not produce good 
snowboarding us 1990 

crudded up adjective infected with a sexually transmitted disease us 


cruddy adjective 1 i -A il iA ip Ai i li posting. Created 
from crud (filth) us 1947. 2 encrusted with dirt or filth us 1949 
crudie noun an unsophisticated rustic us, i9es 
crud up verb to foul something; to spoil something us im 
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crudzine noon i poor ritte i and/( poorly produced fan 
magazine us, me 

cruel verb to poil ii Inn pecia | I r person's chances. 
Also spelt 'crool' in an effort to represent an uneducated 

► cruel the pitch to spoil 
someone's chances; to ruin an opportunity Australia, ms 
cruel adjective very us r i 90 £ 

cruel; cruelly adverb severely; extremely hard. In conventional use 




: n X ■ 


cruet noun the head Australia, 1941. ► do your cruet to lose your 
tem per Australia, tsm- 

cruft noun any unpleasant, unidentified substance us, «g? 
crufty adjective irly built US, 1981 

cruisenoona male homosexual who picks up multiple short-term 
sexual partners us, 19so 

cruise verb 1 to search for a casual sex-partner, usually homosexual; 
tflypursue a person as a casual sex-partner, especially by eye 
contact us. 1925. 2 to join others in driving slowly down chosen 
downtown streets, usually on a weekend night, seeing others and 
being seen us, ns/. 3 lo drive. With a suggestion of carefree elan us, 
1957. 4 to takf ► cruisin' for 

a bruisin'he id 1 1 n 1 I ia physi il beating us, 1947 

cruise and kill verb (of phi ut im lurir the Vietnam war) 
;to go around looking for s6lde(S'toki;il1991 
cruise joint noun a bar or other establishment where people gather 
In search of sexual partners US, mas 
cruisemobile noun any desirable car US,im 
cruisernouni 1 persor h hat in irch regular haunts for 
casual sex-partners, usua ly homosexual ns me. 2 a prostitute us, 
lees. 3 a surfer who approaches surfing with a casualness that 
bofdetf an laziness,6s, m 

cruising noun earching for a casual sex- 

partner, usually homosexual uk 1927 
cruisy adjective i 2 (of a place) 

characterised by a high degree ol activity by homosexual men 
looking sexual partners. Also spelt 'cruisey'fos, urn 
cruit; croot noun a new military fSpait us m? 
cruller noun the head us jswz 


crumb noun i a despica 
steal piece of crack c 
impose something or 

crumb box noun i 


)x confecting, personal belongings ut 


rle person us. 1919. 2 a body louse ns mi 

rcairie us, 1994. ► put on the crumb ai 

another person Australia, 1959 

and carnival usage, a small suitcase pi 


a brakevan (caboose) 


crumb bum noun 1 a lowly, inept person us 1934. 2 a gambler who 
places very smalldafid very conservative bets us w 

crumb castle noun 

crumb-catcher noun affishg-dild US ssz; 

crumb crunchers noun the teeth us. ms 

crumb-crusher; crumb-cruncher noun a tftlld, especially a very 
young one us. is&i 

crumb-hunting noun I mu e il I in I mg originally 
from military use in the early 1940s of 'crumb hunt' as meaning 
'a kitchen inspection’ Canada, me 

crumble noun in 11 pital in eld I patient Medical slang uk 2002 

crumbly; crumblie noun : who is over 

50 years old. An upper-class society image of crumbling with 

crumbo noun ► el crumbo Pseudo Spanish 

crumbs noun a sm II imount of n ne -1 off I.. of bread us 1970 

crumbs! used as a mild exclamation. A euphemism for christi ijk, 

crumb-snatcher noun a child; a baby us, ms 


crummy noun 1 2 a truck, a boxcar or 

an old brakevan (caboose), converted to passenger carrying.by 
adding wooden benches Canada, 1964 
crummy adjective 1 inferior us uns. 2 lice-infested uk iss 9 
crump verb-t to die t 1 2(usedot hos; tal patient) to become 
suddenly sicker especially without hope ol recovering us, mo 
crumpet noun 1 j collectively; 

hence, desirable men Origin ill, o' women only; men weren't so 
categorised until the 1980s uk 1 m. 2 the head uk mi. ► a bit of 
crumpet ► bow the 

crumpet to plead gu ty I ormed on crumpet (the head); from 
bending the head 1 inspoken a im iti \ua, 1975 ►not 

worth a crumpet worthless Australia, 1944 
crumpet man noun a womaniser UK igff' 
crump out verb to succumb to exhaustion; to ditSgpuwsa 
crunch noun 1 a most severe test 1 trengti urage, nerve, skill, 
etc uk 1939. 2 a number sign (#) on a computer keyboard us 1991. 

3 a hospital patient with multiple fractures us ras9. 4 an Afrikaner. 
Also‘crunchie [-1 1 n li 1 1 - frii \ 19-0 ►do 

your crunch to be.nrag I Army use uk 1984 

crunch vert to in I 1 1 I 11. large amount of data 

fifc m ' 

crunch and munch noun crack cocaine. From the drug's arguable 
resemblance to breakfast cereal or a snack food us, 1993 
crunch cap noun a fatigue hat, made of cotton canvas with a brim 
around, that kept the sun and rain off the heads of American 
soldiers in Vietnam, It could be folded or 'crunched up' easily us, 

crunch case nouns bospita patient with a severe head injury us, 

cruncher noun 1 a dent in a surfboard that can be repaired without 
#jgsift filler us, me. 2 a foot OS 1946 
crunch hat noun in motor racing, a safety helmet us 1993 
crunch time noun the critical moment us, mi 
crunchy noun 1 2 a foot soldier, or 

Vteember of the infantry, Korban arid then Vietnam war usage us 


crunchy adjective ■ trappings of 

the 1960s counterculture; a person wbdtembodies these values. 

An adjective often associated with granola, usedtCFttesCribe the 
throwback piet(gSp-te im 

crunk noun 1 an excited state us 2001. 2 a popular genre of hip-hop 

crunk adjective e eller intense Rap inage iriation of cranked 

(Intensified) us ms 

crunked adjective 1 excited. Rap usage; a variation of crunk 
(excellent) us 2001. 2 very drunk us 2023 
Crusaders nickname the 1 I I 1 I r luadron which served in 
Korea and briefly in Vietnam us mi 
crush noun 1 a r in Infatuation 

us, 1884. 2 the object of an infatuation. In Cl9 IJS use, but now 
obsolete there Australia 1 >< 3 the vagina us ras2. 4 a hat us rare. 

5 in pool, the opening 01 break shot us, 1993 
crush verb to do very well us rase 
crushed adjective ugly US, m3 

crusher noun 1 e odds as they 

shorten Australia, ms. 2 a powerfu . hard-breaking wave us, raw. 

3 something overpowering or civerwhelming 1 /,, im. 4 a police 
officer. Now rare uk ms 

crushers noun torcyle) usage 


crushman boy us im 

crust noun 1 a I 2 iK, members of an 

alternative culture underclass. Back-formation from crusty (a 
member of an alternative culture underclass) uk 2004. 3 nerve, 
courage, gall US, woo 
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| cucumber 


crust verb to insult someone us ms 

crustie noun an old | 

crust of bread; crust noun source of 

intelligence. Rhyming 

crusty noun a young person who many years later embraces the 
counterculture values of the late 1960s uk mo 
crusty adjective i dirty, shabby no nan 2 crude, vulgar us, raw 
crusty treats noun cocaine UK 2 cm 
crut noun i filth, nastiness, dirt ( is, 1940. 2 a disease us 1947 
crutch nouni it 1 it 1 1 i II It r the short butt of a 
marijuana Cigarette, The term of choice before roach clip carpi©: 
on the scene os; nu. 2 in pool, a device used to support the cue 
stick for a hard-to-reach shot Asw&terminology suggests, the 
device Is scorned by skil ed payers (is 1« 3 in skating, an experi¬ 
enced skater supporting a novice* am 
crutch verb to conceal good 1 I 1 roper r contraband) in the 
vagina - usually contained in a condom and often further 
protected from discovery by the inseftionfafalafnpon ox. ws 
crutcher noun a female thief r smuggler ho bide goods in her 
crutch. jSKpti crutch. Recorded by a Jamaican inmate 

Crutches nickname L 

ay noun ► the cry the best as, tiff 

cry verb ► cry a river to regret something deeply us. 1994. ► cry all 
the way to the bank seone whose 

artistic work is a commercial success yet attracts adverse criticism. 
Credited to jVwgfcian and entertainer (Wladziu Valentino) Liberace 
who, from the mid- 1950 s, enjoyed great popular success and, in 
the face of critical disdain, quipped and then included the 
following quotation in his stage act: 'When the reviews are bad I 
tell my staff that they cart join me as I crytSiffhe way to the: 
bank' The phrase survives but has also become ihe more 
straightforwaid laugh all th 1 1 le ban! m. ► cry Bert 
to vomit Australia, i97i ► cry blue ruin to proclaim a family 
► cry Ruth to vomit. Self- 

descriptive of n echoii rigin ► cry your eyes 

out; cry your heart out i p Ion mil itterly uk nm 

cry baby noun i: I il I nil hi i[ >< I irmoneyfrom 
strangers with pitiful tales of woe, accompanied if need be by tears 

cry baby grenade noun i h in renade id I ith tear gas for use 
in riots and to clear bunkers and tunnels as, 1990 
ay down verb Ig TRINIDAD and 

TOBAGO, 1988 

crying adjective used as a negative intensifer as, m2 
crying towel noun a notional lin 1 given t meone who is a 
chronic complainer us 792s 

crying weed noun man 11.ana I be weed dial invites emotional 

involvement tis, ; rasa 

cry me a river! 11 I 1 1 ingala mpathy in the face 

of an implicit solicitation of same as, 7995 
cryppie; crippie noun in computing, a cryptographer us, 7997 
crypto noun a pn 11 I 1 1 n[ 'In 1 1 adherent of a 

political group, especia ly of a communist Adapted from the con¬ 
ventional prefix crypto- (concealed, hidden, secret) in such;rises as 
•©yptpdacist'; ultimatelyfrorn Greek kruptos (hidden) uk, irn 
cryptonie; cryppie noun marijuana us 2003 
crystal noun 1 a ahetamine as 

(964. 2 phencyclidine Recorded as a current PCP alias as, 7977. 3 a 
type of marijuana 20m 

crystal adjective perfectly understandable. A reduction of ‘crystal- 
crystal chin noun a fighter who is easily injured with blows to the 
crystal cylinder noun the hollow of a breaking wave Australia, 1992 


crystal meth; crystal meths noun powdered methamphetamine 

US, 2001 

crystal palace noun an apartment or house occupied by amphet¬ 
amine and/or methamphetamine abusers us, 1997 
crystal pop noun a combination of cocaine and phencyclidine, the 
recreational drug known as PCP or angel dust. Possibly playing on 
'Krystal 1 champagne,#? sqm 

crystal ship noun a syringe filled with a melted powdered drug as, 

crystal tea noun LSD. From the appearance of the drug in 
crystalline form- UK 1 99s 
crywater noun tears antigua and barbuda, ms 
c’s noun i combat rations, the standard meals eaten by US troops in 
the .field, consisting of an individual ration of packaged precooked 
foods which can be eaten hot 01 cold us rm. 2 food. An abbrevi- 
'calories'; 'to get is 'to eaf us, ism 

CS nouni used as a euphemism for 'chickenshit' Far less common 
than bs (bullshit) as 1944. 2 marijuana uk, 2003 
C sponge noun a contraceptive sponge t)Jk ®S7 
CT noun a woman who signals an interest in sex with another 
woman but does not have sex with her. An abbreviation of cunt 
TEASE us 1923 

CTD(in doctors' shorthand) for expected to die soon. An initialism 
for 'eirdiflgfhe rfrain' uk 2003 

CTN used as shorthand in Internet discussion groups and text mess¬ 
age to mean 'carft#fk novf yiaj© 

Ctrl-Alt-Delete; Control-Alt-Delete noun a notional device or tech¬ 
nique which causes something to be reconsidered or restarted. 
i«bm the combination of character-keys used as a 'short-cat' to 
tistaft'a computer; the'former is written, the latter spoken- os./iM 
Cuban pumps noun in homosexual usage, heavy work boots us, 1937 

CUbbitch adjective Df I 'BAGO, I960 

cubby noun a room, apartment or house us. 1943 
cube nouni a. n ile - 1 1 ' in An inten 1 in in of square (a 

conventional person) as, 7955. 2 bSD. From ihe fact that LSD was 
often administered in sugar cubes us, 79a. 3 a tablet of marijuana, 
approximately one gram in weight. I rom the shape us, 1984. 4a 
tablet of morphine as, 7950. sacubic inch us 1970. 6awork space 
in an open-area office. An abbreviation of 'cubicle 1 uk 1936 
cubebnoun ihe I 1 1 11 un 11 in ; made from the 
cu bet) berty us, 7959 

cube head noun a regular SSDiuserus 1X6 

cubes noun 1 the testicles us, 19m. 2 dice as, ms. 3 morphine as mo. 

4 crack cocaine 

cubicle noun 'Wgtro car uk mi 

cub reporter noun oung naive am unt lined reporter The term 
Is a popular culture allusion to the Superman legend. When Clark 
Kent went to work at the Da^Star Jimmy Olsen was an office 
boy y$tfi aspirations to be a great -reporter. With help from 
Superman, Otsfn, who was forever tagged with- the label 'cub 
reporter', became a meffjtjer of the reporting staff From the 
much, earlier (1845) sense bf a 'cub' as an 'apprentice'us 1908 
cuck verb to defecate Canada. 1993 
cuck adjective ygfjf-jSad, awful IRELAND. 7 997 

cuckle bucks noun curly or kinky hair that has not been chemically 
straightened #£#73 

cuckoo noun a fool; a crazy person uk isso 

cuckoo adjective mz I i I I might US 1906 

cuckoo farm noun a mental hospital A variation of funny farm uk, 


cuckoo house noun a mental hospital us, mo 
cuckoo's nest noun i tlie igina rrvives in folk songs of the US 
and IJK uk irn. 2 a mental hospital us, m2 
cucumber noun 1 a number, usuall iteleph ne number. Rhyming 
slang uk 7992. 2 in gambling, an ignorant victim of a cheat A play 








cucumbers | cunt and a half 


178 


on 'green', the colour of the cucumber and a slang term for 'inex¬ 
perienced'. ttten shortened to 'cuke' us. m 2 
cucumbers noun ► the cucumbers in prison, Rule 43, which 
allows a prisoner to be kept apart from the mam pr'gbft • Xi 
community for 'safety of self or others’ , iRfejfffiing slang 
('numbers') 

cuda noun i a barracuda tis, mg. 2 a Plymouth Barracuda car us, ms 
cuddle and kiss noun i i rcl (innation I ming slang for piss. 
Sometimes shortened to cuddle' uk 1992. 2 a girl; a girlfriend. 
RHpSng slang for 'miss'; formed in a time when a cuddle and 
kiss were the onlyhrgitistic objectives for a young man with love 
on his mind uk, 193s. 3 piss, in the phrase 'take the piss' (to make a 
fool of) RhycnWg slang uk 1992 
cuddle bunny noun an attractive girl us. im 
cuddled and kissed; cuddled adjective drunk, Rhyming slang for 

cuddle puddle noun a grou; < people in together, especially 
after taking the type of recreationa drugs that enhance feelings of 
togetherness; a commuriyfjpM VK 2003 
cuddle seat noun I for a couple's 

convenience, Pro(5a% adopted from the brand name C-uddfeseat™ 
(a .baby carrier) introduced in 1947 Australia, im 
cuddy noun a hoi e. From British led 1 dr nkey) Australia, 

cudja? could you? Apparently coined by television production 
company Brighter Pictures but rapidly g; ined wider use uk, 2002 

cuds noun the im 

cue noun 1 barbecued meal us. m2. 2 barbecue us, ms. 3 a tip or 
gratuity us, 19 70. ► put your cue in the rack to die, ;tp’ret ire 

AUSTRAUA, im 

cueball noun 1 a bald person us. mi. 2 a crew-cut haircut us, 1955. 

3 one-eighth of an ounce of cocaine us, 1993 
cue biter noun an actor wh proceed ith hi lines without letting 
t6}d A v dience react appropriately to the cue. Mbs was 
cue-bow noun an officer'filed 

against a police officer us, islk 

cues noun headphones worn by musicians overdubbing a tape us. 

cuff noun ► off the cuff unrehearsed, improvised. From the 
discreet aide-memoire some performers or speakers jot on their 
cuffs us 1938. ► on the cuff 1 on credit us 1927. 2 admitted to a 
theatre without paying for a ticket uSJwi. 
cuff verb 1 to handcuff meone 2 to hine something, to 

polish something us, 1973. 3 to drink to excess trinidad and tobaco, 
/esc. 4 to admit someone to an entertainment without charge us 
: 5 

a proportion guaranteed to produce a loss for the bookmaker us 


cuff down; cuff up verb to assadlfacnfeOd'c; «5 beat rsomssbg 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1966 

cuff link faggot; cuff link queen noun a wealthy, ostentatious 
homosexual male US iM 

cuff links noun handcuIRfSi m2 

cuffs noun hand ill 1 1 ill 1 I I I 11 11 fetters, now used 

as ashottemng of 'handcuffs' uk mi 

cuke noun US, 1903 

CULused in computer message shorthand to mean 'see you later’ 

culchie noun a person from rural Ireland. A derogatory term coined 
during the 1940s at University College Galway for students of 
agriculture; probably frtfB Irish Coillte MacH tt ounty Mayo), 
regarded (wrongly) as a remote place, fitter possible etymologies: 
coillte (woods) and cul and tf (a rear entrance tcrttfi important 
house, used by social itfterldrs) Ireland, mss 

cull noun i a pri; i-i m i igne n indemanding job after 
falling at a more challenging one us, 1990. 2 in horse racing, a horse 


that is cast off by a stable because It has failed to perform well us, 
1947. ► on the cull list uhtiiarried us, 1933 
cully; cull; cul noun a matvia fellow, a companion uk mi 
cultural jammer; jammer noun a cullural act vest who creatively 
subverts advertising material us, 1990 
culture fruit noun watermelon us im 
culture jam; jam noun 
activists us, 2001 

culture jamming; jamming noun the act Of *A%erting and 
subverting advertising mattei by anticorporate activists. Derives 
Sorts the conventional sensf tjf'jam' (to cftftjpt a signal) us 1995 
culture vulture noun an enthusiast for intellectual and artistic 
culture add efcij^nral events us w? 
cultus adjective r i J, had, use css, insignificant. From the 
Chinook trading jargon us mi 
cultus coulee noun a stroll or ride for pleasure Canada, m3 
cultus potlatch noun a 11“ en 1 lii 111 I 111 is expected in 
return, especially one of little value Canada, 1940 
cum noun amyl 1 >see: 

COME and variants 

cumbucket noun a despised person us 

cum catcher noun a condom Uses comp cum (semen) to describe a 
condom's purpose uk im 

cum drum noun >ous 

extension to collect semen. Phonetically similar to 'condom' us, 

cummy face noun in a pornographic fi n or photograph, a close-up 
shot of a man's face as he ejaculates us 1995 
cum shaw noun an legitimate 

Channels, From the Chinese for a 'present' or 'bonus', originally 
•applied to a payment made by ships ,ep|gir|rig;the port OfG^hton 


cung noun marijuana us im 

cunkerer noun 1 blun 11 | il n 1 li nician From'cunk', 

imitative of the metallic sound of a clumsily handled tool Guyana, 


cunning as a Maori dog adjective very cunning; sly. 'Maori dog' is 
now usually replaced by less objectionable epithets like ‘shithouse 
rat' NEW ZEALAND, m? 

cunning as an outhouse rat adjective veiyigjpffiing indeed new 

ZEALAND, 1996 

cunning as a shithouse rat adjective ®sifimdty'Crafty new Zealand, 

cunning kick noun a place for secreting money Australia, 1979 
cunny noun the vagina. A play on cunt (the vagina) and 'con(e)y' (a 
rabbit) 

cunny fingers; cunny thumbs noun an awkward, clumsy person. A 
term originally applied to a weak shooter us rase 
cunt noun i the vagina I lie most carefully avoided, heavily tabooed 
word in the English language ; ik, 1230. 2 a woman, especially as an 
object of sexual desire uk n w 3 sex with a woman uk kto. 4 a 
despicable person, female or male. When used as a reductive term 
tf abuse, 'curtt' is usually more offensive than the male 
equivalents uk . i860, s among homosexuals, a boy or young man as 
a sexual object us 2004. 6 among homosexuals, the buttocks, anus 
and rectum us 1972. 7 among homosexuals, the mouth us 1.972. 8 a 
person you admire or pretend to grudgingly admire; a form of 
address between friends Mainly jocular usage us 2001. 9 an idiot, a 
fool uk 1922. to to a drug addict, a vein used for injecting a drug, 
especially the vein found on the inside of the elbow us mo. 11 an 
unfortunate or difficult situation; an unpleasant task; a problem. A 
logical extension: of earlier, still current senses (an irritating fessefcf 
or object) uk " 

cunt and a half noun erson. This 

intensification of cunt (an unpleasant person) was originally used 
exclusively of males Uk, im 
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cunt book | 


cunt book noun with photo¬ 

graphs or illustrations us, 19m 
cunt breath noun 1 picabl 1 in us, 1992 


cunt rag noun 1 a sanitary towel us, 1*8. 2 a despicable person or 
^§|ing us wn 

cunt’s act noun a ma r dr ption stralia, ms 


cuntcapnouni i'ii 1 1 garrison cap irr l" enlisted men. 

Probably of War 1 vintage. The Chinese Army rsfe to the 
same article as a 'cow's-cunt-cap'. Sopf^ learn the term in the 
frtst few days of traWnfoBtey now learn not to tise-tte tSnr in 
iffte presence of women uk. 1923 
cunt collar noun a desire for sex L& jsbf 

cunt eater noun iny person ho perform iral se on a woman us 

cunted adjective drtj$$#( 2003 
cunt-eyed adjective spuirrting UK ®)f.- 
cunt face noun a despicable person us, im 
cunt-faced adjective despicable us im 
cunt fart noun a despicaBte perspftt®, 19% 
cuntfucknoun in extrerr I unpl isant individual Both cuNt and 
fuck are synonymous here, each serving to intensity.the other uk, 

cunt hair noun.1 very smal distance us 1957 
cunt hair grass noun in itgra 1 pikr rush us ms 
cunt hat noun a (ell hat. Probably from the shape of the crease in 
the crown uk, 1923 

cunthead noun a despised fool us.^t 

cunt-holes! used for registering frustration, annoyance or anger uk 

cunt hook noun hie hand Usually in the plural us. 1994 
cunt-hooks noun 1 I otherwise 

cause tfftftse, in which the forefinger and middteftnger are 
extended to form a V-shape, thespaim turned in towards the 
gestures An alternative name for a v-sign uk 2 an unpleasant 
person UK wm 

cunt hound noun a man obse 'I ith the I 1 ti hi of women us 


cuntie noun a conterr tible pe 1 A[ u nising elaboration of 
CUNT UK: NORTHERN IRELAND, 2001 

cuntiness noun unplea int upid cha icteristk of a person uk 

cunting adjective used as an intensifies generally denoting 
disapproval uk 2000 

-cunting- infix used 1 mint nsif lerally ne itive uk 2000 

cuntish adjective i 2 owardly us 1975 

cunt juice noun vaginal secretions us im 

cunt-lapper noun a person who performs oral sex on a woman us, 

cunt-lapping noun oral sex on a woman us o 
cunt-lapping adjective despised us, 1923 
cunt-licking noun oral sex on a woman us 1996 
cunt-licking adjective despised us ms 
cunt light noun in the pornography industry, a light used 10 
illuminate the genitals of the performers us, ms 
cunt like a Grimsby welly noun an unusually large and pungent 
vagina. Grimsby is a fishing port on the no hi east coast of 
Englan|?fite comparison to a 'welly' (Wellington boot) is obviPus 

cunt man noun a heterosexual man; a womaniser. Uses cunt in the 
generalised sense as 'women' uk 1999 
cunt off verb i n i i i u m i in imeone 
cunt pie noun the rgina, es[ lly as an 1 if oral sex us 19® 
cunt prick noun two terms of 

abuse that may need strengthening after overuse uk 1 997 
cunt racket noun prostitution us im 


cunt screen noun 1 in 1 11 1 retched bet een the open 

rungs of the accommodation ladder up which lady guests would 
ascend above the heads of the boat's crew. Similar in purpose and 
effect to a virginity curtain uk i9S4 
cunt-simple adjective 1 , 1 ii 1 1 iistracted by women 

US 1982 

cunt sniff noun jal. As usage 

of cunt (a contemptible person) becomes evermore mainstream, 
elaborations are necessary to maintain the derogatory effect. 'Cunt 
sniff contrives cunt (vagina) and conventional 'sniff (to inhale, to 
.Shreli) to suggest something of fe'tiSpfe tetb than the odour of 
a woman's genitals uk 2001 
cunt splice noun any improvised splice us, )956 
cunt starver noun prisoner 1 in tin 1 11 1 making mainten¬ 

ance payments Australia, 1950 
cunt stretcher noun thepenfeoslist 

cunt-struck adjective bsessed h se with a woman or women ijk 


cunt-sucker noun 1 a person who performs oral sex on women uk, 
1868. 2 a despised person us, 1964 
cunt-sucking noun oral sex on a woman us. 1998 
cunt-sucking adjective despised us, 1964 
cunt tease noun a woman I i ignal 1 1 1 11 1 1 1 1 e 111 
another womfth but does not have sex with her us 1971 
cunt-tickler noun a moustache us. mr 
Cunt Town nickname Norfolk, Virginia. A major naval base, and 
ihgnce a hotbed cff prostitution us, 1982 
cunt wagon noun a car perceived to attract women us, 1974 
cunty adjective unpleasant us, im 

cup noun 1 the vagina us 1973. 2 a cup of tea. Both figurative and 
practical 1952 

cup and saucer noun h ill 1 I I on a tractor trailer us 7967 
cupcake noun 1 a cute girl us 1939. 2 a male homosexual, especially if 
young us 1996. 3 a haircut shaped live a box us raw 
cupcakes noun 1 the ferr tie breast I ill 11 rmed it not 
Inspired, by a brassiere's 'cups' uk 2002. 2 well-defined, well-rounded 
buttocks US, 1972. 3 LSD UK, 2003 

Cup Day noun /lelbourne Cup horse race is 

run AUSTRALIA, 1876 

cupful of cold sick noun the epitome of worthlessness new Zealand, 


Cupid'S itch noun on us, 1930 

cupid's measles noun d infection us, 

cupla focal noun | iltr Iii iih Ii rally a few words, 

enough for a display of national pride but not nearly enough for a 
Conversation' Ireland, 199 6 

cup of chino; cup of cheeno noun a cappucc.in&^iT^fM, mz 
cup of tea noun 1 something that is to your taste. Variants are ‘cup 
of char' and 'cuppa' uk 1932 . 2 an act of urination. Rhyming slang 

for PEE or WEE UK 1992 

cup of tea verb to see. Rhyming slang uk 1992 

cuppa; cupper noun a cup of tea or coffee uk 1934 

cuppie noun a female hanger-on at a World Cup sailing competition 

cups noun sleep us, 1948. ► in your cups drinking; drunk uk 140s 
Cup week noun the week di in hich th ’Ml nine Cup horse 
race is run Australia, m2 


cura noun heroin, spermc.il y an injection of heroin at a moment of 
great need. From Spanish for 'cure' lit 19& 



curate's egg | 


s-cuss 


curate's egg noun something that is good in parts. From the phrase 
'good in parts - like a curate's egg' uk mi 
curb noun ► against the curb without money us. ms. ► to the 
curb i destitute; suffering from harjj times us 2 rejected in 
romance us 1993 3 vomiting us im 
curb verb to Slap.C(f'$lQ.W down US, 1953 
curb hop noun 11-1 1 h< hi- ' der nn erves food to 

customers seated in their cars us, 1937 
curb serve verb corner us mu 

curbstoner noun in the used car busin 1 I - rler who operates 
with low overheads and a Sj$ssJi4ftv@ntQ-ry us, ms 
cure noun 1 treatment for drug addiction Gerlerally after 'the' us 

1953. 2SUicid8ai r949 

cured adjective ► get cured to get ricH$Siisf- 
Curehead noun mi ho dr 1 I 1 I 11 lil 11 to members 
of the band the Cure or other goth-rock bands, wears makeup and 
tjas the specific h&ifstyfe af the lead ${ f^r bibland, 1991 
curer noun an alcoho ic drink taken to alleviate the symptoms of a 
hangover uk SCOTLAND, i9BB 

cure-the-plague noun the bleed period of the menstrual cycle. 

From the C14 belief that drinking menstr.1.1' blood was a remedy 
for bubonic pfagueuS, 2000 

curfuffle; gefuffle; kerfuffle noun a disturbance or disorder of 
any kind uksoStland, isb 

curl noun the concave face of a wave as it breaks us m3 
Curl noun used fa bald mar 1 1- Hi hair, as a form of 

address. A barely abbreviated form of curly Australia, im 
curlies noun pubic hair. Used both literally and figuratively to suggest 
complete control over sOrftpQEie us, 1973 
curl the mo; curl a mo adjective great; terrific; excellent Australia, 

curl the mo!; curl a mo! terrific!' msoalia, 1954 
curly noun a challenging situation new Zealand, ms 
Curly noun used of a bald-headed man. Ironic or, perhaps, the man 
so-dubbed began with curly hair and, like the word itself evolved 
inftttlfe-sense uk, mi 

Curly adjective 1 l difficult 

Australia, mu. 2 exce era attractive Possibly a shortened variation 

pf curl the mo uk, 1981. ► to give someone the curly lip to say 

something displeasing os, 1989 

curly do noun i ul hair i I > ilar ith la men and women 
in the mid-19XQs us. 1975 

curly wolf noun an aggressive, belligerent man. A term from the 
American west us, mo- 

curp noun the penis Back slang, kcirp 1 foi prick (ihe penis). Only 
ever in limited use, by 2003 completely redundant ok mi 
currant bread adjective dead. Rhyming slang UK nfc 

currant bun noun 1 k 2 the 

sun. Rhyming slang. Sometimes shortened to 'currant' ijk, 1938. 

► on the currant bun on the run. Rhyming slang, in 
umiprwQrld and police use UK 1959 

Currant Bun nickname 1 I ill 1- |-1 Rhyming slang, 

acquired from thfejpfar originate*, 1979 

currant cake adjective 

currant-cakes noun Rhymin 11 ig foi shakes; a 

back-formation from currant-cakey (shakey) uk 1992 
currant-cakey; currant-cakie adjective shakey. Rhyming slang« 

currants and plums noun the gums Rhyming slang uk 1992 
curry noun verbal support on the emphatic end of the scale new 
Zealand, 1998. ► give someone curry 1 to attack someone. That 
Is, make it 'hot' for them Australia, 1931 2 to make someone's life 
difficult, to reprove someone Possibly from the hot nature of 
curry Australia, rare . ► the Curry Clorcunv. generally called 'The 


Curry', western Queensland base of the Flying Doctor 
Service uk 1962 

curry city nickname Bradford, West Yorkshire. Citizens' band radio 
slang, reflecting the large immigrant popu alion ijk, mi 
curry-mouth adjective fond f Indian f \nd tdbauO. mz 

curry muncher noun a person from the Indian subcontinent. 
Derogatory new Zealand, 1991 

curse nouni ihe bleed period of the menstrual cycle Used with 
'the' us, 1930. 2a swagman’s bundle of personal effects, a swag. 
Variants are 'curse of Cain’ and 'curse of God' Australia, 1921. 

► carry the curse; hump the curse to'goaon the tramp After 

curse (a swag) Australia, 1959 

curse verb ► curse stink; cuss stink to use a groat deal of 
profanity trinidad and tobaco, i960 

curse of Eve noun 111- leed [ 1 I th menstrual cycle. Adopted 

frpm poetic and literary use uk 1929 
curse of Mexico noun in a deck of playing cards, the two of spades 


curse of Scotland noun Henmeofdia- 

' rpond? tit 

curse rag noun a sanitary towel. Formed on curse (the bleed period 
pfthe menstrual cycle) uk mi 

curtain noun used in conjunction with a precedent noun, indicating 
ftpppf hostility aggression andfor danger us, • 

curtain-climber noun a small child us, 1973 
curtain-raiser noun theJtpgtgame of a season us, 1950 

curtains noun 1 Theatrical 

origin (the final curtain of a pay) us ;s a 2 the labia majora u. s, 

► curtains and carpet that match; matching curtains 
and carpet 1 the colour 

of their pubic hair us, 2003 

curtain-twitcher noun 1 j ei 1 h 1 1 the comings and 

goings of the world from behind a curtained window uk m 2 
curve noun ► ahead of the curve anticipatifif events or trends; 
on the cutting edge us ioso. ► behind the curve lagging behind 
■Jftnits.Pr developments us. 1 989 

curve-breaker noun a diligent, smart student A student whose per- 
■fbrmanee upsets the grad 1 ng curve ejjst 
curved adjective i irrupt 'H k< I rir linal - 1 tion of bent uk 1999 

curve-killer noun a student who excels. A reference to the grading 

curvy crawler noun y on kerb 

crawling (soliciting prostitutes from a vehicle) uk m4 
cush noun i the vagina; sex; a woman as a sexual object us i960. 

2 loose tobacco us, ;wt 3 money us, 1900 
cush adjective comfortable, unstrained A shortened form of cushy us, 


cushion noun a passenger railway carriage US, 1913 
cushty adjective - I H a i - u H oraneou vari¬ 

ation of cushy (easy, comfortable); attributed to market traders 
Sioce : the late 1910s; much more widespread since 1981 through 
usage in BBC television comedy series Only fools and Horses uk 

1985 

cushy adjective I rom Hindu khush 

(pleasant) or Romany kushto (good) uk 1915 
cuspy adjective (used l i u i r pi nn -II designed, highly 
functional us, mi 

cuss noun i a per n r rea ire l u II li fill ontemptuous, 

rffiproacttV or humorous;, probably derived as a shortening of 
customer, pehaps influenced in later usage by cuss (a curse) US, 
1775. 2a curse. A dated euphemism that survives in the term 
tinker's cuss (a thing of little Value) us, im 
cussbud noun a person who uses a great deal of profanity trinidad 
AND TOBAGO. 1977 

cuss-cuss noun insults, profanity b/lhamas, m2 
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cussedness | cut-hip 


cussedness noun cantankerousness, contrariness us, iso6 

CUSS fight noun It US. 1 923 

cussie noun art HM Customs & Excise official UK 2002 
cuss out verb lo reprimand someone with a heavy reliance on 
profanity us; m3 

cuss word noun a profanity. After cuss (a.curse}us, rsz2 
custard and jelly; custard noun television; a television. Rhymiajj 

' Slang for TELLY UK. 1974 

custard cream; custard verb to dream. Rhyming slang, formed on 

custards noun acne, pimples, spots. I rom the colour of the swelling 
.# the pus AUSTRALIA. 1942 
custard tart noun a. traffic warden UK mi 
custer noun a pei in ho pose 1 1 nember if a youth gang but 
is not accepted as a gang member & ims 
custie noun a buyer of illegal drugs. Simply put, an abbreviation of 
'customer 1 us. 1997 

customer noun 1 a person, or any creature, generally qualified as a 
type, as in 'an ugly customer' or 'an awkward customer' uk. 1589. 

2 any person who is subject to a social worker's professional or 
charitable attention. A patronising categorisation, now replaced 

with the equally dishonest 'client' uk, 1: .. 3 a motorist being 

stopped by a police officer for a traffic violation us m2. 4 a poten¬ 
tial shop-lifter. In UK Disney Stores imf* mid- 1990 s staff were 
instructed to refer to customers as 'guests' - anyone.referred to as 
a'customer' was instaptiy the'Subjeci'rf.'an unwelcome attention 
uk 1995. s a prisoner us, 1949 

cut noun i an adulterant used to dilute a drug; a dilution of a drug 
us. 19 66. 2 a share, usually of profits, often of ill-gotten gains 
AUSTRALIA. 1911. 3 a reduction of a prison sentence us, 2002. 4 any 

district where goo® are. bought and sold with a rmnimufflpSf 
questions asked uk 1950. 5 any p ace where young people 
congregate to socialise us. mi 6 someone's appearance. Usually 
derogatory Ireland, it./. 7 astageor a degree uk ms. 8 of music, a 
recording or a special part of one. From the verb sense us 1975. 

9 in hip-hop music, a sample or part of a tune that is played 

10 11 utting uk 2003. 

12a hitting of the open hand with a cane for corporal 
punishment. Formally common in the Australian school system, 
now the practice is obsolete?, is commonly found in the 

plural a$-th®ip$®hment was generally so given Australia, 1915 

CUt verb 1 2 to dilute 

anything by the addition of a secondary ingredient. Extended from 
the previous sense (to di ute drugs) us. i is5. 3 (of a drug) to take 
effect uk 1998 . 4 to fart us. 1 ■ 7. 5 to engage in an informal musical 
competition in. which musicians attempt to better each other in 
extended jazz solos us 1 7. 6 10 record a song us 1937. 7 to skip 
something, to (ail to attend something uk 1794. 8 to leave quickly 
uk 1790. 9 to ignore a person, either as .1 single act or as continuing 
behaviour 10 1 5. 11 to 

divide or share out ega profits or criminal gains uk ms. 12 to 
perform surgery us. 1970. ► be cut out for something to have 
the appropriate qualiti i n hi 1 ca. ► be cut out to 
be a gentleman to be circumcised uk mi ► cut a chogie to 
leave quickly F rea and ietnam ri ige 1 ► cut a fat 

one in drag racing and hot rodding, to drive at lop speed us. ms. 

► cut a hus to do someone a favour. Marine slang in Vietnam 

us. 1991. ► cut a melon to fart uk ms. ► cut a rat to fart us 
1995 ► cut a rug ► cut a rusty to 

show off u.s; kiss ► cut ass; cut arse 1 10 leave, especially in a 
hurry us, 1972. 2 to assault someone Trinidad and tobago. rasa 

► cut brush ► cut 

cake; cut the strawberry cake to short-change someone us. 

1949. ► cut card straight to deal in a direct and honest manner 
Trinidad and tobago, mb. ► cut fine; cut it fine to narrow 
something down (0 a minimum uk issii . ► cut it to perform sat¬ 
isfactorily and so meet a requrement. I rom cut the mustard us. 
1987. ► cut loose 1 to leave someone alone us. 1974. 2 to enjoy 
yourself unrestrained by any sense of moderation t is. isos. ► cut 

no ice to make no difference us. .... ► cut one off in the 

police, to salute a superior officer. UStijSt|( in the form 'cut 


someone one off uk. tab. ► cut skin; cut tail to physically 
assault someone, (0 beat someone trinidadand tobago, 1959. 

► cut some slack 11 1 - . ►cut someone 

dead to ignore m n npl -1 nphasised use of cut 
(lo ignore) uk uw. ► cut someone down to si2e to reduce 
someone to a true understanding of his or her status or worth us, 
urn. ► cut someone's lunch to cuckold someone; to steal 
someone's partner; to move in on another's potentia pick-up 
Australia ► cut ten I others 

work Jamaica, 1977. ► cut the cheese to fart us 19.59. ► cut the 
coax to turn off a citizens' band radio us 1979. ► cut the gas to 
stop talking. Teen slang us mi. ► cut the mustard 1 to perform 
satisfactorily and so meet a requirement us. nos. 2 to fart with 
especially noxious effect uk 19 . 3 to have sex uk 1977. ► cut 
throat 1 i tobago, 2003. 

► cut to the chase lo gel on wild d Cinematic imagery; 'to 

jump to the next e 11 'in ► cut up jackies in 

the circus or carnival, to te I stories about the past us. mo. ► cut 
up jackpots (used of 1 11 1 < 1 to en ge in carnival 

► cut up pipes in circus and 
carnival usage, to gossip, brag 01 disparage someone us mi. 

► cut up rough 1 1 I - 'i I .. ime or difficult uk 

1 837. 2 to resist or show resentment with violence Australia, las. 

► cut your eyes ding with disdain 

Barbados. 1965. ► cut your own hair to be extremely frugal 
Australia. 1989. ► cut your water off in shuffleboard, to hold an 
oponent to a scoreless half round us. lilt. ► cut Z's to sleep us 


cut adjective 3 circumcised us 1998. 2 physically fit, conditioned, well- 
toned us. ms 

cut!; cut it!; cut it out! adjective stfcbi. cease! uk. i ssa 
cut along verb to depart. Often as an imperative uk 1902 
cut and carried adjective married, Rhymingslang uk. im 
cut and paste noun cosmetic surgery us, 1997 
cut and paste verb do 1 iper r j itien "I in surgery only to 
discover an inoperab e condition, and then to close die patient 
.-backup us. 1994 

cut and run verb to depart promptly; to decamp hurriedly. Of 
cut and scratch noun a match, safety or non-safety. Rhyming slang 

cut and shut adjective used to describe a secondhand car that has 
been illegally contrived from the best parts of two damaged cars. 
Often hyphenated as a 19m 

cut and tuck noun 1 in mi ual ho ha had his penis 
removed an c ! STf artif ?ciatl vagina sutgica'l jy constructed Australia, 

CUt-asS noun 

cutback noun n surfing, a turn back into the wave us, 1979 
cut buddy noun a etose, friend us 1954 

cutchie noun >see: KOUTCHIE 

cut-down noun a half bottle of rum t 

CUte adjective I. 1731 

cute hoor noun iii, person fen lie i male, who is corrupt. May be 
used affectionately as well as pejoratively. The present Hiberno- 
■'6n0ish pronunciation was common in, Cngland. in C16 and Cl 7, 
and lasted in common use into £lT9 iRfiAND, 2001 
cutemup noun a prison; rjpeiSf USi ?9@- 

cuter verb a twenty-five cent piece. A corruption of 'quarter' us, 1977 
cuteration noun is us, m3 

cutesy adjective Jte US 1914 

cut-eye noun ■ \ND TOBAGO. 1960 

cut from timber to bramble adjective (used of a man) sexually 
active and indiscriminate Trinidad and tobago. m7 
cut-glass sledgehammer noun a notional tool that a young, ineife 
perienced novice is sent to fetch us, mo 
cut-hip noun a pi i i beating i h ishing Bahamas, ms 










cutie | cyring call 


182 


cutie noun an attractive or clever young woman. Originally (UK, C 18 ) 
a ‘clever but shallow person'; this sense is an early example ofUS 
term moved into wider usage by Hollywood films uS, 
cutie-pie noun an attractive woman,tea? 
cut-in noun the initial contact with lire intended victim in a confi¬ 
dence swindle 

cut in verb i to attempt a romantic relationship with someone 
already romantically involved us. 1950. 2 to seize a share of a 
business or enterprise us. nso 

cut into verb t ippro li ii'i i“ uid draw them into a swindle; 
to introduce someone to something us. 1940 

cutlass carpenter noun an and tobago. 

cut lunch noun foralsex 

AUSTRALIA, 7985 

cut-lunch commando noun 1 I I - ho coes not see active 
service, especially a reservist. A contemptifousterm implytrgttet 
.||ey get a prepared lunch rather than real army rations Australia, 

cut man noun ihe member of a boxer's entourage responsible for 
treatjrig piis between rounds US 7975 
cut off verb i ( li i neone flf due to laci 1 orkts, 7990 
cut off the joint noun from the male perspective, an act of sexual 
intercourse uk mi 

cut of your jib noun nee, nature, 

character and temperament uk , 1825 
cutor noun a prosecuting attorney us. m 2 
cut out verb 1 to leave us, is//. 2 io die us. ms. 3 to take goods in 
payment instead of money Australia i984. 4 lo pay for something 
% having sexual intercourse rather thafivtising money austraua. 
i97i. 5(ofa power-source controlled by automatic technology) io 
switch off to break (electrical) contact uk i 984. 6 to serve time in 
prison rather than paying afi rip Australia, wm 
cuts noun i th^ Jefimtion I I mi e fron [ aces between the 
muscle that have no fat us. mi. 2 any remote location us. ms. 

3 permission from a friend to step into a queue at their place us. 

1989 4 CJothif^piS 1378 

cutter noun 1 a sur eon 2 in ille il li tionist Fiji, 1994. 3 a 

parson who is proficient with the use of a-frwteshof a weapon us, 
1947. 4 a pistol us, n/s. 5 a musician who betters another in a com¬ 
petition of solos (tv 7956. 6 any substance used to dilute a drug, 
thereby expanding volume whi 0 reducing potency us. 7995. 7 in 
American casinos, twenty-five cents. Playing on the sound of 
'quarter' us. ms. 8 money uk. 2000 
cut the cackle! pmlkin 1 1 caculc to chatter 
inconsequentially). When extended to: 'cut the cackle and; come top 
the 'osses [Horses]', the meaning is 'stfap the ptelifnjnarfes and get 
down to business' uk 1889 
cut the crap! stop talking nonsense} vs, itm 
cutting noun the pre nation of inef 1 1 1 lation by chopping 
lines of powder with ,1 razor blade or credit card, 2002 
cutting adjective good, excejtent Hibl# 

cutting gear noun oxyacetylene apparatus used to break into safes 

cutting house noun a place where drugs are diluted for resale us 1974 
cutting man noun a best ffisKfcEfg ustf 
cutting plant noun :n cars are dismantled or 

altered us, 1978 


cuttings merchant noun elds power by 

collecting newspaper cuttings of reported crimes UK 2000 
cutty noun 1 a C 2 Ul girl IRELAND, 1999 

cut-up noun a dish nest 1 - I 111 me 1 in - erit e.g. a compe¬ 
tition, an election, a ottery, a at' application, etc uk 198 s 
cut up verb 1 to behave thout rest lint 2 (when driving) to 

overtake In such a manner that other vehicles are adversely 
affected uk 1954 

cut-up adjective u[ et ii i i ill listressed UK 1344 
cut war noun 1 n bstering 1 1 ilry that has escalated to the point 
where iQbspsrmen are cutting each other's buoys u$ W8 

cuyabunga! usee; COWABUNGAl 

cuz noun a friend us. 1979. >see: ’CAUSE 
cuzz noun a tei m Urn used t one member of the Crips 
jputh gang to another us, 7990 
cuzzies noun HM Customs & Excise UKim 

cuzzy-bro noun 

ewazy adjective used as a jocular substitute for 'crazy' us. m2 
c-word noun ihe word cunt Usually after 'the' uk me 
CYA verb to protect yourself from future criticism (or actions being 
taken now. An abbreviation of 'cover your ass' US, ©59 
c-ya used In computer messages as shorthand lo mean 'see you' us, 

cyber adjective denoting an on-line, Internet or digital state or exist¬ 
ence. A back-formation from 'cybernetics' (scientific and mechan¬ 
ical systems of control and communication), coined in 1948 by 
Jjprbert Wiener (1894-1964) from the Greek kybernan ,(to Steer, to- 
govern). Mainly used in unhyphenated 1 combinations. $8 & prefix, 
%t can stand alone us, 7966 

cyberspace noun the notional I 1 here in-line communication 
takes place and from where a digita existence is supposed. Coined 
by science fiction author William Gib®»,(b.T948) to describe 'the 
hallucinatory world existing between computers' in 
NeijromancerJ9&HjS, 1 984 

cycle noun anabolic steroids Steroids are taken for a fixed time 
period - a 'cycle' - and then not taken foi the same time period. 
Professional wrestling usage us. /cat. ► having your cycle 
experiencing the bleed period ol the menstrual cyclers, 2001 
cycle-lifter noun a bicycle thief mdia, tm : 
cyclo noun a rickshaw pulled by a bicycle us ,iW 
cyclone noun pher 11 11 I 1 1 ill 1 I In known as PCP or 

angel dust us, 1994 

Cyclops sausage dog noun 11 - -1 Probabl jocular imagery of a 
mythical one-eyed gi int crossed with a dachshund uk 2003 

cylinder noun 

Cyp noun a .Cypriot. Pronounced, 'sip' uk im 

Cyril Lord adjective t 1 f . I in 1 11 -1 feet rhyme formed 

on the name of a British carpet manufacturer (now Carpets 
international) probably best remembered for an incredibly 
annoying advertising jingle that haunted the 1960s and 70s. <J|gJ 
£§rd matfg.l'ugs and, appropriately, a rug is a 'hair piece’ UK 1992 
Cyril Sneer; cyril noun a male t u il U ining slang for 
queer formed from a character in the Canadian cartoon series The 
Raccoons from the 1980s uk 2003 
cyring call noun \ I 1 1 I 1 1 1 I 1 the last bet m le in 

hesitating fashion us. 1982 









Dd 


D noun i LSD ( 2 Dilaudid™ i ntheti piate us, 7954. 

3 narcotics us, t-m. 4 used as a term of address, young man to 
young man. An abbrevialii:u c>1 dude ( is 199 5 a police detective 
Australia, 1882. 621 (pre-decimalisation, 197 ) penny. From Latin 
denarius, a rough equivalent of an old penny and used in the 
standard abbreviation for pre-decimal Sterling: Esd a Isd uk <187 
7 in poker the fourth playei to the left of the dealer us, ms. 8 a 
b'gMHtarisedifefie. A shortening of DMZ, the official abbreviation 

D&D noun d ungeons and dragons (a genre of fantasy roleplay games) 


D-5 noun a Sony TCD-5M anaogue recording tape deck. Favoured by 
tapers of Grateful Dead concerts until the advent of digital audio 
©JgM the early 1990s us, 1994 

da noun father, a fathei An abbreviation of affectionate, informal or 
clqttdish 'dad' or 'dada', especially in Scotland uk. mi 
DA noun 1 a hair-style popular in the early 1950s, the hair was 
tapered and curled on the nape of the neck like the feathers of a 
duck's talk Abbreviated from duck's arse/ass us, mi. 2 a drug 
addict us 1946 . 3 a dumb ass us 2003 
da 1 the. Fashionable respelling of phonetic slovening; an essential 
element in Flawaiian youth usage us mi. 2 so; very. Hawaiian 
youth usage us { bsi 

dabnoun 1 a fingerprir I 1 inn 11 use usually in 
the plural uk. ru; . 2 a moistened finger-tip covered in powdered 
amphetamine. Possibly as, and then only partly-inspired by, a 
nostalgic reference to a children's sweet, the Sherbert Dib Dab™, a 
lolly dipped Into a powdered sugar confection uk two. 3 in rugby, a 
short, darting run with the ball newzuland, 1970. 4 In cricket, a 
batsman’s stroke that deflects the ball gently behind the wicket uk 
19 69. sa criminal charge; a prison discip inary charge us 1996 
dab verb 1 to ingest 1 powdered irug by sucking or licking the 
powder collected on a moistened fingei uk 2001. 2 in mountain 
biking, ppbch the ground unintentionally with any part of the 
body i is, 199.2. 3 of a batsman in cricket, to play a (entative stroke 
that gently deflects theiali behmjhhe wicket uk. ms 
dabble noun s^l§i property uk issi 

dabble vert 1 to use iddii e In ithou u< umbingtothe 
addiction us 1949. 2 to experiment with homsexuality uk revs. 3 to 
operate an (occasional) trade In stolen- Or illegal goods, especially 
antiques or drugs-OK 

dab-dab noun 1 | rn usage us mo 

dacha; daiture; deger adjective ten. From Italian dieci, via lingua 
franca iMtO poTari uk 1996 

Dachau noun any military stockade. Vietnam war usage US, ms 
dachs noun a dachshund uk isss 


daeftshmd. 


affectionate etatacSjon of 


dack up verb to light ( 11 I in uni mi igarette) new Zealand, 


dad noun 1 used as a term of address for a man, especially an older 
man. Often [uli 1:1 2 11 u piisoner's'owner' 

(protector and lover) us, m. ► be like Dad to keep quiet; to say 
nothing. Frbm the World War 2 slogan 'be like Dad: keep Mum', 
playing on mum (quiet) uk 19 % 

-dad suffix used as a nonce suffix attached to a friend's name us, 1995 
da-dah! used as a mock fanfare uk 2000 

Dad and Dave noun 1 the characters 

Dad and Dave, the subject of well-known and well-loved humorous, 
sketches concerning pioneering life by 'Steele Rudd' (Arthur Hoey 


Davis, 1868-1935) Australia, 1944. 2a grave. Rhyming slang 

AUSTRALIA,. 1971 

dad-blamed adjective used a euphemisn 1 I mined'. 'Dad' is a 
euphemism for God us, im 

dad-blasted adjective damned, confounded 'Dad' is a euphemism 
for God US, 1840 


daddy noun 1 2 1 il inmate in a 

borstal (a juvenile offenders penal institution), n prison, the most 
rpewaftjl or very strong inmate, or the prisoner who runs a racket 
uk 1978. 3 a leader Original v prison slang, especially of a forcefu 
personality among borstal inmates; now in wider use uk 2001. 4 the 
dominant partner in a male homosexual relationship us m2. 5 an 
aggressive, predatory male hon o:e xual 1 is ■ 6 the woman who 
plays the active, masculine role in a lesbian relationship us i». 

7 in the US Army, your supervising officer us J9®. 8 used as a term 
of address to a man uk mi. 9 a marijuana cigarette uk, 2001 
daddy-come-to-church noun an unusual event us m3 
daddy mac noun an attractive young man us 1997 
daddy-o noun 1 a term of address for a man. Also variant 'daddlof 
us, 1947. 2 the LJS I ederal Communications Commission us 1977 
daddypoo noun used as an embellishment of 'daddy', usually from 
a woman to a martss 1966 

daddy's yacht noun in 1 1-' it 11 epresentation ofthe 
privileges of civilian li e Milit try sarcasm, in several variations, 
most commonly 'Where do you think you are? On your daddy's 
yacht'; directed mainly at National Service recruits (1945-62) uk 

daddy tank noun a jail cell reserved for lesbian prisoners US raw 
dadger noun the , tadger (the penis) uk 1997 

dadrock noun I > 1 k music that uni e mu ic from a gen¬ 

eration earlier, e.g. Oasfeijtey dabtQC-Hth^ beifspbvious.afri'i- 
larities to the Beatles uk 1999 

dads noun a father in enera 1 In a man. A variation of'dad' 

Dad's Army nickname i Hum via I (19 )- 5) hence, any 
grouping of older men with a united purpose Gently derogatory. 
The term survives essentially as a piece of femitiar nostalgia 
mainly because ofthe popularity of BBC television comedy series 
Dad's Army (1968-77, and which is still being repeated today). 

The modern sense is therefore informed by the nature ofthe 
characters. in-iHfe programme, vifpiSly bumptious awd bumbling. 


dad's army adjective I fter the 1970s 

television comedy of the UK s W01 lu War 2 Home Guard uk 1992 
daff noun excrement Ireland, im 
daffies noun strong liquor Uk 1979 
daffodil nounabaffipseKuar man i$;,0s:., 
daffy noun a skiigg-#unt in which dfee-ski is swung, up- in front of 
the skier while the other is brought up behind and parallel 10 the 
fifst, the whole bpgta form of mid-air splits. 'Daffy' is listed 
under the heading Freestyle skiing in the official lexicon for the 
2002 Winter Olympic Games w? »84 
daffy adjective odd, eccentric, silly. I he original meaning of'slightly 
mad' has softened over the years uk im 
daffydowndilly; daffadowndilly adjective silly Fh min I 1 
formed on an informa name foi the 'daffodil', or perhaps it is 
simply an elbbration df daffy (silly, daft) uk 19a 
daffy-headed adjective feather-brained, daft ewe 19$t 
daft nickname Nova Scotia's Department of Fisheries and Oceans 
CANADA, 2002 
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daft and barmy noun te also the 

reversed rhyme: dad's army for 'barmy' UK 1979 
daft as a brush; mad as a brush adjective aszy, stupid UK Wi 
daft Doris noun a'fepfeh'go.man uk 2000 
daftie noun a daft person c|c tfs 

dag nouni l on a sheep's 

behind. I rom British dialect Australia, mi. 2a person who is 
eccentric and humorous; a real character; a wag Rormetly 
common, now obsolete (but see sense 3). Some have suggested 
that the origin of this term lies- in the British dialect term 'a feat 
set as a dare', but the examples given are less Mji convincing 
Australia. W 75. 3 a person who is dull and conservative; a person 
isrhibhas no sense of fashion; an uncool or uipp person. Now the 
commonest meaning. It is widely believed that it denv^;%m 
sense 1, but this is not the case. Probably partially from sense 2 
and partially a back-formation from daggy sense 2. Formerly and 
still to some extent quite an insult, equivalent to Geek and nerd, 
but recently also : used in an affectionate manner, and jocularly 
'reclaimed' as a term of approval. Tfits reclamation has led to a 
semantic shift where the meaning can be 'urtcobl in anafntilijg' 
or ecceiftffc way', andthus this sense now overlaps with that of 
sense 2 Australia raa. 4 a daring an new Zealand, 1984 
dag verb ^ to engage in anal sex us. wi. 2 lo participate in serial, 
reciprocal, homosexual ora sex us, 1 990 
dag! used for expressing surprise us, >987 
dagdom noun the notional tea m of dags Australia, 1990 
daga noun a foreigner, an immigrant rrom dago (a foreigner, an 
immigrant, etc.) Australia, 1955 

Dagenham dustbin noun 1 Ford car tizen I nn idic slang 
Dagenham in Essex is the best-known as the major manufacturing 
base for Ford xjp*^ m 

dagga noun 1 marijuana Dagga is the common name in South 
Africa fbr a relatively non-toxic herb (genus: Lemtitis. varieties: 
{dps, red and wilde) which issmoked like tobacco; however, for a 
slang user one herb predominates south Africa, am. 2 a marijuana 

cigaretjtrtS fas 

dagga rooker noun a 1 larijuana smol imbine dagga with 
Afrikaans rooker (a smoker). In respectable circles a 'dagga rooker’ 
is recorded as 'a scoundrel; a wastrel' souieIATrica. ms 

dagger noun a I ill bulldagger us, mo 

dagger of desire noun the peftis, Jocular uk, 2003 

daggers noun ► throw daggers; give the daggers to look angrily 
at someone. Variations of the conventional form look daggers' uk 

daggily adverb in a daggy manner/ uatr/k/a am 
dagginess noun the state of being daggy Australia, 1990 
daggy adjective i 2 (of clothes, 

personal appearance, etc.) dirty, filthy Australia, ms 3 cheap or 
trashy looking in a sexually promiscuous way us, urn. 4 (of sheep) 
having dags;(of wool) soiled with excrement Australia, ms 
dago noun i an Italian or Italian-American A slur, originally applied 
to Spaniards, then to Spaniards, Portuguese and Italians, and now 
only to Italians us. is:./. 2 any foreignei Liverpool use uk w». 3 in 
hot rodding, a dropped front axle, especially on older Fdfi|tyf. jg&- 
Dago nickname ► the Dago Frank 

Sinatra, American singer (li$|*-1998) us. 
dago adjective foreign AUSTRALIA, 1 900- 
dago bomb noun a type of firework u$ sssp 
dago red noun I wine us, raos 

dagotown noun a neighbourhood dominated by Italian-Americans 

Dagwood noun I 1 I II I I II III I I ml I u I i- 
sandwiches m; hi by the Dagwood Bumstead character in the 
BiomMe comic-strip us, 1948 


daikon legs noun hor ial and fat leg H iian youth usage. 

The 'daikon' is also known as an Asian, Oriental or Chinese radish; 
urn is. stubby and white us, as 1 

dailies noun him cenes filmed mi 1 u 1 processed and 
delivered for.arffwingby the director and otters the same or next 

daily noun ijk i*f 

daily-daily noun Jurir 1 1 ietnan rr, anti-n d 111a pills taken 
daily, in addition lo a second medication taken once a week us, 

daily double noun in | ker . ecutive inning hands. A 

borrowing fiftjst horse racing us. 19% 
daily dozen noun 1 I 1 11 performed n rising; hence, a 

limited group (or the measure thereof) of anything (voluntarily) 
experienced on a'daily basis. It fe.unlikely that the 'dozen' was 
ever a precise sum uk 1919 

Daily Express noun la -I ning I is fo ned on the title of a 
leading national newspaper uk 1992 

Daily Express verb n the title of a 

leading national newspaper uk 1992 
Daily Getsmuchworse nickname the Daily Express. Coined in the 
1970s by satirical magazine- Privetfeiye uk 1975 
Daily Liar nickname the Daily Mail. Jocular uk im 
Daily Mail; daily noun 1 a tail; hence, rectum, arse. Rhyming slang, 
based on the title oi ,1 major newspaper uk 1956. 2 a tale, especially 
'glib patter' or the storyfold by an informer; a confidence- 
trickster's patter. Rhyming slang, formed on the title of a leading 
national newspaper uk 1 w 3 a prostitute; a sexually available 
woman. Rhyming slang,for taiu (a woman objectified sexually) or 
brass nail (a prostitute), formed on the title of a leading national 
id | tper 41 11 fh 11 in 11 in n the title of 1 

leading national newspaper uk 1977. 5 a nail Rhyming slang, 
formed on tppde of a leading national newspaper; used by 
carpenters uk 1 set. 6 ale. Rhyming slang uk 19m 
Daily-Tell-the-Tale nickname the Daily Mail uk 19& 

Daily Torygraph nickname ilw _ 1 funn the paper's 

'political bias uk 2# ' 

dainties noun derwear worn by 

transvestites us, >0 

dairy; dairies noun I fema li 1 1 ) t 1 ited to dairy 
arrangements' in 1923; most latei use tends towards 'dairy' for ‘a 
breast', with 'dairies' as a natural plural; however, 'dairy’ is orig¬ 
inally recorded as both singular and plural- fftithe context of a 
single female), 11 is current in the plural sense in Scamto (urban 
youth slang in uth Aft in t ishif ► the dairy the 

best, A play op. conventional foceam' uk 2m 

dairy box noun 

formed ori a branded chocolate assortment manufactured by 
Nestlb ilk, ass 

daisy noun 1 an e ntthin r [ n 2 ai 1 attractive 

young woman us, /m, 3 a male homosexu; I Often used in Peter 
O'Donnell’S Modesty Blaise stories, 1962 -2001 us, 1944 

daisy bell! hdl 1 Hi n in lang 11 . in name of a music 

hail sohg .('Daisy'Bell- also known as 'A Bicycle Made for Two', by 
Harry Dacre, 1892) UK, 1992 

daisy chain noun 1 ,hly in a circle, 

in which each person is both activey and passively engaged in 
oral, anal, or vaginal sex with the person in front of and behind 
Kwem iffttje circle. A term that is much more common than the 
practice us, 1927. 2, m abstract grouping of people who have had sex 
with the same person at different times us. six 3 figuratively and 
4jy extension, a series of events that return to the beginning d$. 

1954. 4 in computing, a network architecture hi which a single 
cable connects all nodes us, 1995. 5 a confidence swindle where 
funds from,successive victims .are used to keep the swindle alive 
with the earlier victims us. ms. 6 a series of (Claymore) mines 
attached to each.pther and rigged for sequential detonation. Rffew 
the general appearance uk 1950 
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daisy cutter | dance of death 


daisy cutter noun i il. 1 | und mb used to clear 

jungle and creale an instant landing zone in Vietnam us mz. 2 in 
cricket, a fast ball bowled iri;Ss*Sh a way that it barely clears the 
surface of the pitefii ji; ras 

Daisy Dormer adjective /varm i | 1 ti eather Rhyming 

slang, formed on the name of a music ha I entertainer; originally 
used as a ®oun m the sense as a 'bed-warmer' uk i 960 
Daisy Dukes noun er hi rnd ver h I t Named after a 
character on the unforgettable US television programme Dukes of 
Hazrnrd us 1093 

daisy roots; daisies; daisys noun boots. Rhyming slang, always in 
the plural Uk ibb 
daiture adjective >see: DACHA 

daknoun i man 1 2 \ Skytrain plane, also 

known as a DC- 3 , most commonly used to transport people and 
cargo, but also used as a bomber and fighter os, rets 
dak; dack verb lo pul another's trousers down as a prank Australia, 

dakhi noun a black person. Scamto youth street slang (South African 
townships) sow Africa, 200s 

da kine used at m imet nean ar I 11 hi lii in youth usage. 

Can be,used'as a noun, pronoun, adjective and suffix us, jfcr 
daks; dacks noun shorts or trousers. I rom a proprietary name 
Australia, im 

dallacking verb play acting, foolihgj®##; 1 , 2000 
Dallie; Dally noun migrant to New 

Zealand from that area or the Balkans in general new Zealand, 1940 
Dally noun a Me Zealand 1 I in 1 1 atian (Dalmatian) 

NEW ZEAt4tjB,,im 

dally veih 11 11 in I 1 1 I n I I Hi 1 hi 1 it 1 1 1 | 11 

saddle m^$canada. mz 

dally adjective good, kind, nice, sweet Possibly a variation of dolly 
{attractive) m, 2002 

dam noun a menstrual cup (a device worn internally, used instead of 
tampons) us. mi 

Dam nickname ► the Dam Amsterdam uk, is% 

dama blanca noun.- | mil >r h te I idy' us, 1976 

damage noun 1 ges awarded at 

law Especia y familiar in the (jocular) phrase, 'what's the 
damage?' (how much?) uk 1 5 2 problem us less. ► do 
damage to cost a. lot us. 1997 

damaged goods noun 1 an ex-virgin us, me,. 2 a person who is 
mentally unstable uk 2002 

damenounia n in ,1 I- he te n originally reflected on the 
woman involved (an implicatiion.ipfcommon status), it now 
reflects more on the speaker, suggesting a tough or old-fashioned 
viewpoint uk, 1720. 2 in a deck of playing cards, a queen us, 199 6 

Dame Judi Dench; Dame Judi; Judi Dench; Judi noun a stench. 
Rhyming slang, formed from the name of celebrated actress Dame 
Judi: Dench (b 1934 ) m. 1998 

damfino t led if I know' us, 


dammit noun 1 epresen- 

tattan of something insignificant. Adapted from 'dammit'. 
Examples include 'soon as dammit 1 (exceedingly quick, or almost 
■immediate); 'near as dammit' (very close indeed); etc Uk im 
damn noun something of little or no worth Usually in phrases like 
'not worth a damn', 'not care a damn' and 'not give a damn'. 
There is a stongly fought historical argument that this derives 
from 'dam' (an Indian coin of little value); the Oxford English 
Dictionary prefers, ‘danah’ {a 'profane utterance 1 ) as the object of 
■ 'Sjis etymology uk tm 
-damn- infix used as an us, is67 


damn!; damn it! used lot 1 istenn inn ince or irritation uk iss9 

damn all noun nothing 

damn and bastardry! used as a mild oath. Modelled on conven¬ 
tional 'damn and blast' uk 2000 

damn and blast noun the Iasi position in a race Rhyming slang uk 

damn and blast verb to curse, to 

damn and blast! ustration. A 

eommop coupling of damn! and blast! uk m3 

damnation alley noun in 1 ulette he 1 - e-number column on 
the left of the layout. So named because ,1 dealer may not see a 
cheat place a late bet in the column Which >s gofddtirftgs out# 
dealer’s line of sight us. 1979 

damned adjective I in all-purp e ntensifier, generally to nega¬ 
tive effect uk «96. ► as be damned very, extremely Ireland, 1939 

damned tooting for exj 1 mphatic a reement. Folksy 

m m 

damn-fool; damfool adjective fooI#> silly, fjgjg 'damped 
absolute fool) uk w 

damn skippy tensive affirmative 


damn well adverb certainly, assuredly, \S 0 |fifn ; uttf uk 1934 

Damon Hill; damon noun ztamine 

Rhyming slang, formed on the name of the UK's Formula 1 World 
Champion (1096) racing driver Damon Hill (b,1960); a discreetly 
playful reference to speed (an amphetamine) uk, 1998 

damp adjective II _ I r U p 1 1 i I " if " i I I I p I I il 
consumption but not (or public sale A play on (he extremes of 
'wet' and 'dry 1 us mi 

damp blanket noun in the theatre, a bad review us, mi 
damper nouni a solitary confinement cell; a cell us. m2. 2 a safe deposit 
box in a bankus, 1 872. 3 a bankus, 1932 .4 a simple, unleavened, savoury 
bread traditionally cooked in the ashes of a campfire. So named 
because it 'dampens' the appetite. New also applied to a Slmilitf 
style of bread available at bakershops Australia ms 
damper verb rtfijsfite, tef ys 1979 

damps noun central nervous system depressants A playful allusion 
to. 'amps* as. 'amphetamlties' us, 1992 
damp squib noun a failure; a dud; a iizzier A 'damp squib' is, 
literally, a 'wet firework’ Australia, 1946 
Dan noun i a man in charge of male publii on enience From 
the childrens rhyme 'Dan, Dan, dirty old man, / Washed his face 
In the lavatory pan' ( ik, 2 a Roman Catholic Glasgow slang uk 

SC&riAND, 1988 

dance noun a fight Ice 1 key i e ► what's the 

dance? wh 1 Used among 

prisoners uk, 2002 

dance verb 11 wiftly advance 

beyond the crease to meet the pitch of a ball uk 1995. 2(used ofa 
wink in tiddlywinks) to wobble around us 19 3 lo cause a car to 

bounce up and down by use of hydiaulr If. ► dance 

ass to ignore 

► dance in the rain room to take a shower in prison us, 1989. 

► dance on the carpet to be cal ed into a superior's office for 
questioning about possible misconduct or poor work performance 

danceable adjective f mi litable for dancin to. The earliest 
sense ( 1860 ) was of a dancing partner bei ng suitable to dance with 

dance fever noun I entany™, a synthetic narcotic analgesic that is 
used as a recreational drug uk, 20m 

dancehall noun 1 in i pr 1 in lich leatl entences are executed, 
the execution chamber us 1928 2 in oi drilling, a large flat-bed 
fetorftys im 


damn'; damn adjective damned; used for implying anything from 
distaste to hale for whoever 01 whatever is so described. A 
shortening of damned uk im^' , w 


dance of death noun a relationship or marriage between two 
addicts. Used in twelve-step recovery programmes stittcas 
Alcoholics Anonymous us, ms 







dancer | darg 


dancer noun i a b< ixe ho evade hi op[ nent rather than 
engaging him us, urn. 2 a cat burglar; a sneak thief ok snceai 

dancers noun ► have it on your dancers to run away. A variation 
of (have it) on your toes uk, i977 

dancing noun in 1 il 1 Ian 1 re 1 liti 11 1 I imotive wheels 
slipping on. the rail uk wo 

dancing academy noun used as a euphemism and legal dodge for 
an after-hours homosexual club us, 1974 
dancing girls noun 11 >1 n noe 1- even tile vith a five us, 1959 

Dan Dares noun 111 li u F. I 1 1 1 tlaiesf formed 

on Dan Dare, the comic strip 'pilot oWjmfuture', first $eec\ir\7H$‘ 
Eagle in: 1950 uk 19% 

D and D verb 1 iur bill. An 

abbreviation of dine and dash 21 fail t lead; to escape 

responsibility, Said to stand for (to) 'delegate and disappear' 

CANADA, t&5 

D and D adjective 1 ml 1 ided Aabrevi ited from an 
official cause of arrest uk ra®. 2 deaf and dumb. Usage is both 
literal (applied to beggars) and figurative (applied to someone who 
gftows nothing and will say odtiting5cus, 1937 
dander nouni anger Possible etymologies: 'dander' (dandruff), 
'duffer' (ferment), or Romany dander (to bite), danda (bitten) uk 
i 83 i. 2 a leisurely stroll Also used as ,1 verb. In the north of Ireland 
It is pronounced 'donder' Ireland, euv. ► get your dander up to 
become annoyed or angry {tS^r 
Dandies noun ► the Dandies I L 1 11 Ranges outside 

MalbourneAusrmM, mi 

D and M noun nerally relating to personal 

relationships. Standing for deep and meaningful Australia, im 
dandruff noun 1 snpwus im 2 cocainl,!*; ism 
dandy noun 1 2 a grade of 'D' 

us, 1965 . 3 in South Australia, a small container for ice-cream, 
ftigirt: unknown. Perhaps opgin^ljcyijifcd name Australia 1954 
D and Z noun a derrolifansSsd zone us mi 
dang used as a mild oath or intensifier. A euphemised 'damn' us, 

dange adjective 7 11 III —i 1 I Plumes with'strange', short for 
'dangerous' Canada, 2002 

danged adjective 

danger noun an aggressive im 

danger is my business ponse to a 

suggestion that ,1 proposed activity is dangerous. The motto of 
cartoon secret agent CoQlMcCool (NBC, 1966- 69), used Witt 
referential (bumoi®™ ?96s 

danger wank noun in a 1 11 1 1 irl iti in 1 1 the threat of being 
discovered as an added stimulus ijk, 2003 
dangle noun the penis L$i:$m 

dangle verb ► dangle the cat to drive a Caterpillar truck us, 1971 
dangleberries noun clinging to the 

hairs surrounding the anus uk im 
dangle from verb 1 n a ma 1 - have sex Heard in 

the 1970s: 'Cor I could dangle from that}’ uk mi 
dangler noun 1 the penis us 1971. 2 a person who has died by 
hanging us, 1937. 3 a lorry's trailer uk m 1. 4 a freight train us, 1977 
dangling bits noun I n 1 c 11 il hi mt of dangly bits 

AUSTRALIA, 1979 
dangly bits noun 
daniel noun th<J-ifeuSW$te us w6 

Daniel Boone squad; Daniel Boone team noun US soldiers who 
engaged in cross-bordei reconnaissance in Cambodia during the 
Vietnam war es, mi 
Daniels noun the buttocks us, 1973 

Danish pastry noun a transsexual An allusion lo Denmark's 
standing as an early pioneei in sex-change operations us 1997 


dank noun a very f ten narijuana In 1 enti ml English 'dank' 
conjures the ‘stinky’ stinkweed (marijuana) smell of weed 
(marijuana) growing in a damp place; or possibly from the slang 
adjective 'dank’ (excellent). Recorded with the use of'the' us. ms 
dank adjective i inferu nefficient >ad unplea int Originally 
recorded as a military term, the semi-conventional usage arrived 
on a US campus 40 years later providing the spur for the sense 
that follows uk 1984 2 excellent; brilliant bad is'good', wicked is 
'excellent' us, m 

Dan Leno noun a festive event a jollification, especially a coach trip 
i&fthe seaside, .Rhyming slang for 'a beano' (a jollification^ formed 
Sin the professional name of VictoBan-somedian Dan faeno 
(George Galvin), 1860-1904 uk 1992 
Danny La Rue adjective blue, ipp ed to a 1. shade whether actual or 
figurative. Rhyming < lang, formr d on the name of popular 'comic 
in a frock' Danny La Rue (b,1:926) UK m2 
Danny La Rue; Danny noun a c ue Rhyming slang, based on 
popular 'comic in a frock' Danny La Rue (b.1926) UK 2002 
Danny Marr noun 1 r. Rhymin 11 1 I 1 I n an unrecognised 
sou me UK tm 

Dan O'Leary noun ,1 tour of police duty in which the police officer 
works every possible minute us. mss 
dan up verb to spruce u; 71 ibago 2003 

dap noun a handshake hooking thumbs, used by black US soldiers in 
Vietnam us, m 2 

dap verb to greet another with a ritualistic handshake; to show 
respect in greeting us. 1923 

dap adjective \ j 'dapper' us ms 

DAP adjective deat ml i Solf u age us eow 
dap down verb to dress ff?b®)y us, 19m 
dapper noun a person dressed in style us, 1974 
dapper adjective \ -1 1 i 11 1 kill II ibly punning on 

the conventional sense of 'dapper (neat and tidy) and tidy (good, 
correct). Black usage uK.mo 
dapper Dan noun any well-dressed man us, mo 
daps noun 1 gym shoe plii iso tenn 1 - trainers Originally 
slipper's . certainly in tft&.general sense.since the 1950s, adapting 
to succeeding fashions uk 1974. 2 proper respect US, 1997 
Dapto dog noun in per n < lediterranean r I fiddle Eastern 
background. Rhyming slang or woo. Named , her ihe Dapto Dogs, 
a greyhound racing track at Dapto, south' of Sydney Australia, m3 
DAR noun a hard-working student; a damned average raiser us, 1955 
darb adjective in circus usage, excellent!®' mi 
darbies noun 1 Derives from a 

Cl 7 moneylender's bond called Father Darby's or Derby's bands 

UK 1665. 2 fi rgd) 1 jffflts UK 1950 

Darby noun ► on your Darby alone, on your own. Rhyming slang, 

formed on darby and joan a I.. 1 nil u Retype of an 

elderly married CoitS® or inseparable companions) uk 1942 
Darby and Joan noun 1 an in r irabl 1 I ith connotations of 
possible homosexuality Extending the conventional sense of 'an 
archetypal elderly nlarried couple' ur 1175. 2 a telephone. Rhyming 
slang formed on the conventional archetype of an elderly married 
couple or inseparable companions uk mi. 3 a loan. Rhyming 
'SldngAasfgAi./Agae 

Darby and Joan cert 0 moan Rhyming mg formed (perhaps 
ironically) on the conventiona archetype of an elderly married or 
inseparable coB^leM- m2 

Darby bands noun il 1 mi Hi n 1 in 1 m the old (possibly 

Cl 6) expression 1 ather Darby's bands' (a binding agreement 
between a lender and a borrower) OK is92 
dare noun a challen nil 1 I in - In onventional use from 
late C1,6 to late C19, usage thereafter is colloquial UK 2002 
darg noun a certain fixed imount ol 1 fi 1 given time period 
AUSTRALIA, 1922 
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dark | date 


dark™™ ► in the dark (used of a bet in poker) made without 
having seep your cards vs r 990 

dark verb to sp il ill ing aggressively uk 1990s 
dark adjective i b id infer! i unplea int, nast i ed as an all-purpose 
negative uk, 1997. 2 unreachable by telephone. A condition usually 
resulting from a failure to pay your bill us. 20m. 3 good. On the bad 
(good) model, the reverse ol sense 1 uk ms. 4 evil, 2000. 5 secret 
Australia. 1877 . 6 untelevised us 2000 
dark and dirty noun 1 1 11 mb I oca-Cola™ or similar). The 
drink is made, and the term is formed, of dark rum and a fizzy 
accompaniment the coiaurt$&rne may think) of dirty water. Royal 
Marines coinage uk, 1979 

dark as an abo's arsehole adjective extremely dark Australia, 1971 
dark brown adjective of 1 1 In ii I ited and c e\ually 

attractive. Originally of a female voice, then more general uk, 1946 
dark cheaters noun sunglassestfi ma 

dark days noun rs game lottery us, 

darkers noun 

dark eyes noun dizziness Barbados, m 
Dark Gable noun 1 han n A I 11 in in m on the name 
Ctark Gable The nickname has been taken by more than one, but 
perhaps nobody root® prominent (han Mohammed Ali who briefly 
called himself Dark Gable in; 1881 us im 
dark-green adjective 1 excellent us oof. 2 black. Marine humour in 
Vietnam - a black marine was said to be 'dark-green' us, 1991 
dark horse noun 1 n horse racing, a horse that is deemed a poor 
| - I" nei hi 1 1 In I urn 1 imm I 11I .111 2 

3 

who keeps things about themselves secret Australia, 191 7. 4a 
candidate or competitior of .whom little is known. A figurative use 
of racing slang uk, ms 

darkie nouni used iflatterin ind iffectionate term of address 
for an attractive, dark-skinned woman trinidad and tobago, 1990. 2a 
piece of excrement Australia u > see also: darky 
dark meat noun a black person as a sexual object us, ms 
dark money; dark time noun extra wages paid for night work uk. 


dark o'clock noun r'gnt uk m 
darks noun dark glasses Bermuda, ms 

dark shadow noun stops short of 

absolute baldness uk 1999 

darkside noun 

dark thirty noun late at.fijghfisj:)*! 

dark time noun night vf 

darktown noun 1 black people 


dark ’un noun stralia, 1957 

dark-white paint noun u ,ed he ibject 1 ) prank errand for a 
1ibviee..painter vs, 1966 

darky; darkie noun 1 a hi. per 1 null used in a 
paternalistic, condescending manner, but now mainly to disparage 
us 1775. 2 an Australian Aboriginal Australia, ms. 3 a Polynesian 
person new Zealand, im 

Darky Cox noun a box in a theatre auditorium Rhyming slang, of 
unknown derivation uk 1961 

darkytown noun a neighbourhood with a large population of black 

darl; darls noun used as an address or endearment, darling uk, mo 
darling noun 1 used both as a general and a theatrically arch form of 
address uk m3. 2 used as a term of address between male homo¬ 
sexuals US 1949 

darling adjective charming, sweet An affectedly feminine or 
effeminate usage uk isos 


Darling Buds of May; Darling Buds adjective homosexual. 
Rhyming slang for gay formed on the title of a 1958 novel by H.E. 
Bates and, especially tom a 1991 BBC television' adaptation ijj, 

darling daughter noun w everal terms 

that have 'daughter' as the common (dispensipfef 1992 

darlings noun King's Cross, 

Sydney Australia, 1984 

Darling shower noun a dust storm Ironic, probably from areas of 
the outback by the western reaches of the Darling River Australia, 

Dario nickname i Darlington, County Durham us raw. 2 Darlinghurst, 
SydneyAuSTiWiA 1937 
darls noun darling Australia, 1*7 

darn!; darn it! 1 ed for ring .. frustration, etc. A 

euphemistic variation, of damn! us, rzn 
darnation noun damnation Euphemistic; despite the weakening of 
'damnation', the#t%still evidence of use US v& 
darned adjective used as an nlensiher tuphemisbc for damned us, 

darned tooting! 1 ed 1 mod th iffirming that which has just 
been said. Usually used in a self-mocking way, conjuring the 
image of an older, confused, country bumpkin us, m 
darn straight! 11 1 right! Used mi n |l me with the use 
of the heavily euphemised 'darn' us. 1994 
Darren Gough noun I on the name 

of Yorkshire and England cricketer (b.1970) vs ms 
dartboard noun ► had more pricks than a second-hand 
dartboard used of a sexi ill >r 1 ii u 11 man Such a 
woman may be described as 'a second-hand dartboard', 
popular in Australia uk i 9 S 2 
daru noun rum I in H ndi 1 os ms 

Darwin rig noun mess suit worn by 

men in far northern Australia. Generally a short-sleeved shirt, and 
often short trousers. A tie is normally included, but a coat is defi- 
pttelytlot Named after Darwin, a major city in'the tropical north 

AUSTRALIA, 1964 

Darwin stubbie; Darwin stubby noun a 2.25 litre bottle of beer. 

An ironic term: a stubbie is one ol the sma esf bottle sizes. The 
city of Darwin is located in the tropical north and is’yfsff known 
for prod igiouS b#er-d rirtking 1972 

dash noun 1 a dashboard uk. 1902. 2 an escape from custody us, 19.52. 

► have a dash at 
form' of ‘do your dash'yivsrMM, 1923 
dash verb to depart in a hurry uk Sfe 

dash!; dash it!; dash it all! e expletive 

Euphemistic only when deliberately replacing damn! but note that 
shit is disguised in the extended variations uk isoo 
dashed adjective damned. Euphemistic; dated uk mi 
dash on to verb to chastise uk, 1979 

dash-pot noun 1 car engine to 

prevent the car from sta ing when the drivei suddenly lifts their 
fpct off the accetetatprus, 19m 

dash up the channel noun from the male perspective, sexual 
intercourse A work-related coinage used by (southern) England 
coastal fisherman uk mi 
dat noun pork Jamaica 200. if 

date noun 1 a per 1 ith I n an a intment or romantic 
engagement is made. conventional sense that defines' 

the appointment vs, 1925. 2 a prostitute's customer vs mi. 3 a sex¬ 
ual liaison between a prostitute and a customer. An ironic 
euphemism us, 1957. 4 a prisoner’s expected date of release from 
prison us. i 98 9. 5 a foolish or si v person Especially in the phrase 
'soppy date'; later use is generally affectionate uk dm. 6the anus; 
the buttocks. First recorded in Australia in 1919 as 'a word 
signifying Contempt Possi^lf'^ case of rhyming slang reduced to 
its first element date and plum, bum Australia. 1919 










date | deacon 


daughter nouni a form faddr i i I.ral mer 

camp adoption of the feminine form is also ref ected in the ci 
gender assignment of pronouns uk 1992. 2 a male homosexual 


day noun ► not your day; it's not your day; it just isn't your 

day used for expressing a rueful, philosophical acceptance of a day 
when everything seems to go wrong uk raw 
day! a a:] ,., tv ' lie! 0! An shortening ol oday uk, 1907 

day and night noun 1 

I960, and still fairly current uk. mu. 2 light (illumination). Rhyming 
slang ik;w 2 

day-and-night merchant noun a driver 1 breai the law by 

driving more than 11 hours m 2a to undercut other drivers uk raw 

day-for-day adveib - ingaprison enter.hout any reduction 

in the sentence for good behaviour us, mo 

dayglo; day-glo adjective 1 belliously bright, 


pregnancy. Lucy avoided the word 'pregnant', instead saying th 
she was 'feeling real dayrtcey', explaining that it was a word th; 
her grandmother 'made up for when you’re not really sick but 


daylight noun 1 1 1 in hi non- isten econd-place finish 

in a race won by a large margin. Used with humour Australia, m 

► he (she) wouldn't give you daylight in a dark corner ss 


davvy noun a sofa 

Davy Crockett no 


Davy Jones's locker; Davy Jones's; Davy’s locker nc 


daylight robbery noun an ffiKjtrteatffi. price t 

daylights noun >see: living daylights 

day number noun in an illegal number garr 


days noun ► good old days th 


day's dawning; days a dawning noun rr$(i$t, 
days of rage noun 

members ol the Students for Democratic Soci 
downtown CbteagotB tha|ftjtyftifi#.pf I969us; 
day to day adjective unencumbered by thoughts 
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deacon | dead 


deacon verb to [iii- e i i job or >r In i i the best possible light, 
placing more importance brvlfie'fifst impression than on the 
quafijjrhs, tsss! 

deacon seat noun i 2 in a lumber 

the long bench in thejburikwtisfe't'S te® 
deacon's nose noun the flat lobe at the nether end of a chicken 
' which is like a mammal's tail, base'for the tail feathers This part 
of the chicken or turkey is also known in the US aiirtSl pope's 
nose' and in the UK as 'thb parson's nose 1 Canada, m? 
dead noun 1 a corpse Barbados. 1971. 2 in any card game, cards that 
have been discarded m 1973 

dead adjective i 2 i 'ery high 

degree of trouble ok 2002. 3 (of a place) dull, boring; without 
interest Australia, 194s. 4 in a bar, used for describing any drink that 
has been abandoned uk ms. 5 (of a racehorse) not run on its 
merits; ridden to lose de iberately vjstralia, 19 57. 6 (used of dice) 
weighted to have one face land up more ofteft ten the; taw- of 
averages would predict us 1 - 7 in bai dice games, no longer wild, 
if a game is played with 'aces wild' (assuming the point value of 
any other die), a call of 'aces dead' after the first call of a hand 
nullifies the 'wild' status us. me. 8 in pinball, said of a bumper that 
scores when hit but does not propel the ball back into playj#:©f7. 
9 in pool, said of a shot made such that the cue ball stops 
completely after striking the object ball us, too. ► not be found 
dead with; not be seen dead with used to deny the possibility 
lhal you will have anything what / ever to do with someone or 
something p/rc 1915. ► not be seen dead in; not be found 
dead in used in expre 1 11 if dislike and dismi rl for items of 
clothing; may also, With ^igtotvariation, be appliedfio a place uk 

dead adverb very, absolutely, extremely, completely. A general 

dead air noun lence. Tele mmuni tions 1 igeus, raas 
dead alive noun in Bingo (also House and fombola), the number 

ff$8 UK J 981 

dead-alive adverb 1 

dead as disco adjective completely dead I rom the meteoric rise 
and fSlkpfthe disco fad in the 1970sUS jsss 
dead ass noun the I i I i eated re eus.1950 
dead-ass adjective lackihg-'energyus im 
dead-ass adverb absolutely t 0 
dead babies noun semisM/s 199s 
dead-bang adjective beyond debate us. 1934 
dead-bang adverb absoteiy US. 1919 

deadbeat noun 1 especially one 

who does not pay child support after divorcer In modern use* 
often construed with 'dart or 'parent' us, is/;. 2 a destitute person; 
i Sim or derelict Australia, im 
dead beat adjective exhausted uk, m 
dead bird noun in h 1 1 m ert int tralia tssu 

Dead board noun an Internet bulletin board system designed by, 
and, *fj3r, fans of the Grateful Deadus m1 
dead cat noun in circus usage, a lion, tiger, or leopard that is on 
display but does not perform us. mi 
dead cat on the line noun used 1 repre enl ition of something 
that is wrong or immoral us. 
dead centre noun a a^tSjs.jbcular uk mi 
dead cert noun mbling usage 

dead-cert adjective certain Australia, 1993 

dead cinch noun a certainty An intensification of cinch (a certainty) 

dead-cinch adjective certain I rom the noun sense uk, 2001 
dead drop noun in espionage or a sophisticated criminal venture, a 


deadducknoun n 1 ute failure pe 11 r thing with no po: 
*'ijf ity of success us mz9 

dead end noun ) that has to be 

replayed: when the jack is driven out of bound 1990 
deaders noun meat Jamaica, 2000 

dead eye dick noun a person who is an excellent shot Australia, it 
deadfall noun 

establishment us mr 
dead finish noun the end Australia, issi 
dead fish noun 1 _ in her 10 pla mall bet to prolong the 
inevitable us. im 

deadfoot noun a slow vehicle us ism 

dead from the neck up adjective brainless, stupid, insensitive uk 
dead gaff noun 1 prem ith n me in uk me 


dead hand noun who has bet all 

his chips or money on the hand*: j »7 

deadhead noun 1 

aeroplane, usually because of their employment with the carrier 
us, mi. 2 a boring person us. 190/. 3 a non-playing observer of 
gambling us. 1 m. 4 a person given .1 ticket or tickets for having 
performed rtiSipr services in a theatrical production, us tm 
Deadheadnoun 1 I er rateful Dead n I ind strongly associ¬ 
ated with psychedelic drugs, seen by many to epitomise the 
hippie'ideal. Grateful Dead's choice of name was the result of 
browsing a dirtionary; usually abbreviated to 'The Dead'; their 30- 
year career as a live band came to an-end in 1995 with the death 
of guitarist Jerry Garcia US 

deadhead verb 1 i discourag A gardenir im ge of deadheading 
roses to discourage growlh ok 2001. 2 to ignore uk, 2002. 3 to coast in 
a car with a depleted petrol supply us. 1 ..... 4 (used of an airline or 
railway efihployeejtttride as a passenger in available sorting:./}; tm 

deadhead adverb without 

dead heartnoun the iru in 1 1 I regi< 1 1 - 1 traWaA ustralia, 1906 

dead horse noun ma uci Rhyming slang Australia, 1966 
dead house noun a funeral parloui Barbados, ms 
dead-leg noun 1 a useless person (ik 2003. 2 a corking of the thigh 
AUSTKAUA, 1998 

dead letter perfect adjective of an actor, absolutely certain of your 


dead line noun 11 11 1, a line th 1 1 11 1 11 I in in 

fi;§ ftorff guards us im 

deadline vert to remove from action for repairs, Vietnam war usage 

m.t» 

dead loss noun 1 a person or thing that is utterly inefficient, or a 
complete failure, or an absolute waste of time or money uk, 1927. 

2 a boss. Rhyming s ang, adopting the non-rhyming sense: 'a 
person that Ivbtterly inefficient or ap absolute waste of money’ 

deadly adjective 1 excellint Especially common in Australian 
Aboriginal English us 1 v 2 very boring us; ms 
deadly adverb very uk, im 

deadly embrace noun in computing, the condition resulting when 
two processes cannot proceed because each V waiting for another 
to do something us, i98i 

deadly treadly noun 1 I . I- 1 1 u u H il 1 ii 1 1 treadly, with 

the suggestion thal il is risky to tide Australia, 2003 

dead man noun 

dead man's arm noun a steamed roll pudding new Zealand, ms 





dead man's ears | dear dear! 
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dead man's ears no™ slewed dried apricots new Zealand, 1992 
dead man's hand noun in poker, .1 hand with a pair of aces and a 
pair of eights. Although it is the modern belief that this was the 
hand held by Wild Bill Hiekok when shot to death in 1876 in 
Deadwood, Dakota Territory, early uses of the term (which also 
rlfmetimes referred to three jacks with two, red sevens) make no: 
mention of Hiekok, 1ft 1942, Damon Runyon wrote that the hand 
with jacks was soimetimes called the 'Montana dead man's hand' 


dead man's head noun a spherical p um pudding ncwzealand, 1994 
dead man's pull-ups noun m- -1 11 11 I 1 peison hangs 

with their arms extended from a bar, lifts their chin over the bar, 
and: then lowers fl^psetflo the full arm-extended peelttgaus 799s 
dead man's rounds noun ammunition held pointed toward the 
bearer us, m 

dead man's zone; dead Marine zone noun a demilitarised zone 
Back-formation from the initials DMZus, 7 984 
dead marine noun an empty bottle Australia, issa 
dead meat noun 1 used for e p ig a ver high degree of trouble. 
Originally applied only in situations v#t®4 death was certain, but 
then softened to include lesser consquencesus, 1974. 2a prostitute. 
An allusion to the flesh that is sold in a biftCtfer's-’shop, as 
opposed to that i$rieh is freshly given uk mi 
dead money noun 1 ney os, 7956. 2 in 

poker, money bet by a player who has withdrawn from a hand us, 


deadner noun a blow, a thump Ireland, 2003 

dead-nuts adverb completely us, im 
deado noun a corpse us, mi 

deado; dead-oh adjective deep asleep; unconscious. Possibly from 


dead-on adjective accurate uk ism 

dead on arrival noun 1 heroin. From official jargon for those who 
are delivered to hospital too late uk 19 3. 2 phencyclidine, the rec¬ 
reational drug knowntfs-RCP or ange! dust in honour Of the 
drug's fatal overdose potential us. 1993 
dead pan noun 7927 

deadpan adjective h m 1 1 upl 1 1 emotion os, 192s 

dead pigeon noun 1 in a crimina enterprise, a double-crosser us, 

1964. 2a person who is destined to lose us 1919 
dead pony gaff noun of circus and fairgrounds, a bad site. Used by 
travelling steytakiux; mi 

dead presidents noun 11 1 mi 1 - 1 up dollar 

denomination; hem e, generic illy, 1JS money I rom the portraits of 
Washington, Lincoln, Hamilton etc., printed oft the different value 

dead rabbit noun the penis in aifttlid state us, 1954 

dead ring noun an exact 11 kgftgSS AUSTRALIA, Bis 

dead ringer noun an exact likeness us. mi 

dead road noun MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy 

dead set; dead-set; deadset adjective complete, utter Australia, ms 

dead set; dead-set; deadset adveib 1 y 1 I 1-1 From the 
common collocation of ‘dead completely' and set against/for/on' 
(determined (not) to do something or have something happen) 
Australia. 1947. 2 really; honestly Australia, 1937 
deadshitnoun a despu ible perso i Australia, mi 
dead skin noun the white inner peel of an orange Bahamas, m2 
dead sled noun in the used car business, a car in extremely poor 
condition us m7 


dead soldier noun 1 1 npt tl 1 I I 1 I 1 beer can us, is99 
dead spit noun an exact likeness uk jseff 


dead-stick verb to land an aircraft without engine function us, m2 
dead-stick adjective 1 I 111 lii 1 1 11 1 111 ithout engine 
linction us 1999 

Dead threads noun in the language surrounding the Grateful Dead, 
the layers of clothes worn by a concert-gofer us 1994 
dead time noun time served in jai which does not count towards 
TuMlltmertof the prisoner's sentence 
dead to rights ing 11 I lute ertain that fully justifies 
arrest on a criminal charge, as when caught ted-handed. dead 
in^BsIffestto rights" (fairly, legally) uk isb 

dead to the world adjective 11.1 .—■[ I u id soundly asleep; 

unaware of any outside stimulus, Eaftier use may also have 
connoted 'drunk 1 uk issb 

dead tree format noun pa;-I 1 hi I mputer >utput is printed 
dead trouble noun an extremely difficult situation, deep trouble uk. 


dead'un nouni 111 u ie [ em - ( iminal use uk me. 2 a 
racehorse deliberately ridden to I ^Australia, i$tt: 
deadwood noun 1 an incompetent or otherwise useless person us, 
ms?. 2 a flaccid penis Extended from wood (the erect penis) us. 

Ufa, 3 unsold tickets (01 a performance us, 1934 4 non-playing 
observers of gambling us 79 4 5 a person caught outright 
committing a crime us um 

dead yard noun a ceremony after burial in the deceased's yard 

deaf and dumb noun the anus 

'ftfprrtng gljhg for bum uk tsk 

deafie noun a deaf [ 1 n rominent p[ 1 to Dr Eric Williams, 
Prime Minister of Trinidad tern 1956 until 1981 trinidadanu 
TpBASb.rmxi- 

deal noun 1 a t u 1 m i m ii i trade 1 1 bargain us 7838. 2 an 
underhand or secret trtaisction; a trade of questionable legali^d a 
mutually beneftdial commercial or political arrangement. A nuance: 
of the broader sense, (a trade, a bargain) us mi. 3 a small amount 
of marijuana or hashish uk n/s. ► bad deal; raw deal; rough 
deal i ll-t real men l exploitative 01 unfair usage; a swindle us 1912. 

► fair deal; square deal in honest 1 1 1 idle mage. The 

locus classicus ol 'square deal' is in a speech delivered by US 
President Theodore Roosevelt in 1903: 'We must treat each man 

pgn his worth andfjfBgftts as a man. We miqst lee that each is given 
a square deal, because he is entit ed to no more and should 
receive no less' us 1,770. ► new deal a new arrangement US, 7X34. 

► the deal; the real deal the very best us, isse 

deal vert 1 to sell 2 ickjack game in 

a casino us. mo. ► deal off the top to treat fairly. From the 
gambling scheme of cheating by dealing off the bottom of a deck 

deal advert much Deri e< fr< n the .. ense (a considerable 

amSUflffuif 7756 

dealer's band noun hi -11 it bun 1 -II 1 irug dealer to secure 
-)Sn K^fetfeteffejetisaning of drugs for sale us, 1966 
dealy; dealie noun 1 th ig il - rre< 1 1 time of which escapes or is 
not important to the speaker us 1997 
dean noun 1 a shark Australia, lit/. 2 a skilled and experienced poker 
player us 1979 

deaner; deener; dener; diener noun a shilling. Until 
decimalisation in 1971; probably from deniei (a French coin, the 
twelfth part of a sou). After the InfewJuctiott of decimal currency 
in Australia in 1966, it came to mean a ten cent piece, or its value, 
a similar coin wild about the same comparative value; dying out 
from'The 1980s,.now seldom: hep8ik iss7 
dean of men noun a prison warden us 1949 


dear!; oh dear!; dear oh dear! 11 I 1 m l register of anxiety, 
irritation, regret, etc Probably 'dear God!' 01 'dear Lord!' uk 1694 
dear dear! 1 1 1 mild e tma nor ith ften used to add a 

-•»fild or ironic emphas'StO what is beingsaid. By reduplication of 
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dear dyin' Moses! | dece 


dear dyin' Moses! used as an elaborate, original curse in coastal 
Nova Scotia CANADA. 1999 

deargnoun t sta i h ) sharp punch land, 2m 

dearie noun 1 used t mer 1 it m tddre Ales intimate 
variation of conventional 'dear' (a oved one) uk mi. 2 used as an 
affected form of address among male borhosexuate. Camp 
adoption of jhe previous sense uk 1962 
dearie me!; deary me! used for registering regret An elaboration 
of dear me! that is more sorrowful in toneuK mss 
Dear Jane noun a letter to a girlfriend or wife breaking off the 
ftoartshtpus >963 

Dear John; Dear John letter; Johnny letter noun a letter from a 
woman to her husband or boyfriend ending their relationship us 

dear me! used 1 mild e lamati 1 1 it! ften used to add a 
tplsi of ironic emphasis uk 1773 

dear oh dear! >see: dear! 

dear old thing noun >see: OLD thing 

death noun 1 paramethoxyamphetamine or 4 -metboxyarnphetamine 
(PMA), a synthetic hallucinogen Australia, i997. 2 someone or 
something that, is exquisitely perfect us. ms. 3 a difficult situation, 
such as an exam, a hangover, etc us. 1>87. 4 in harness racing, the 
position just behind and outside the leader. Because the horse in 
that position has to travel farther than:horses on the inside and 
does not have the benefit of a ead horse breaking the wind resist¬ 
ance us, 1997. ► at the death in the finish. Figurative sense of a 
conventional 'end' uk m2. ► like death; like death warmed 
up feeling or appearing rem unwell ui 11 ► to death 1 to 
the extreme: superlative uk 1998. 2 frequently and ad nauseum uk 

death adder; death adder man noun an unwelcoming man who 
lives a solitary life in the Australian outback I rom the name given 
to several species of venomous snake fours^j,in Australia. 

Historically 'an outback gossip’ was-alSQ known tasa, 'death adder' 
AUSTRALIA I 95 f- 

death adders noun ► have death adders in your pockets to be 

Stingy AUSTRALIA. 1944 

death ball noun 11 ricket, an I 1 11 it fakes a wicket 

death benefit noun in > 1 1 1 given 1 player to complete 

a b et us, 19X 

death box; fun box noun in snowboarding and skateboarding, an 
improvised hollow platform such as a wooden Shpasic box of ' 
barrel, from Which to bounce the board us. ms 
death cookie noun in snowboarding, a rock hidden In snow us, 1995 
death drinker noun a vagrant alcoholic uk, 2000 
death drop noun butyl chloride when taken recreationally uk 1934 
death metal; deathcore noun a category of heavy metal music 
that draws on vio ent, blasphemous and mysogynistic imagery uk 

death mitten noun bags slipped over the hands of murder victims 
to. preserve evidence us, 1992 

death on call noun Battery C, 4 th Battalion, 77 th Infantry of the US 
J^my A gunship<jfewith the boast of kill by .profession ysmo 
death on truckers noun the US Department of Transportation 
from the agency's initials DOT us, 1971. 
death pen noun 1 design I 1 1 I 1 I 1 1 lelible ink used in 

hospitals for filling out death certificates us. 1994 
death rattle noun 11 1 .e he noise made when a batsman's 

wicket jS’Jti by the ball uk wss 

death rim noun The rim is an 

inyitatisfttp crime and violence, hence thfe frame, t/s ms 
death row noun a type of bel in an illegal numbers game lottery us, 

death seat noun 1 )r truck. From 

thfcpHJbaorffty, aetWjtw rtotional, that the passenger is thf lfesf 


likely to survive an accident us. 197s. 2 in a trotting race, the pos- 
, fjpn on the outside of the lead® the difficBiy-'ff 

overtaking from such a position Australia, m2 
death spiral noun 1 11 il iral of an aer plane from which 

recovery is nearly impossible and as a result of which impact with 
ftfte ground is inevitable us, 1990 

death tourist noun a person who travels to a country where 
euthanasia is legal for the purpose of achieving a medically 
assisted suicide us- 20m 

death trip noun 1 L L ihanced ith x 11 il drugs from plants 
such as Deadly Nightshade 01 Jimsonweed us, lias 2 heroin uk 
2002. 3 a fascination with death us, m9 
death watch noun ttendance u n 1 man 1 lemned to death. 
Hanging was institutionalised in C5 BntaiiffK death penalty was 
-anolsher: in the UK in November 1965 - except for the crimes of 
treason, piracy with violence and arson in Royal Dockyards uk ;s@ 
death wish noun p i“i 1 , lidine he recreational ling known as PCP 
or angel dust us. m 6 
deathy noun a death adder Australia. 1951 

deazingus noun a dingus, or eye dropper used in drug injecting us, 

deb noun 1 a debutante us 1920. 2 a girl associated with a youth gang, 
either IriiSfly as a member of through a boyfriend. A lovely if 
ironic borrowing from 'debutante' us 1 v . 3 a depressant, sedative 
or trapiquillizer tablet From a slovenly proftfrtciation of 'deps' 
(depressants); also recorded in the plural us 19 , 4 a tablet or 
capsule of amphetamine. A reversal qfF.thp chemical effect in the 
earlier usage; also noted as a plural uk 2003. 5 a tablet of MDMA, 
fSe'ifefcreatioifiaiicIrug best-sfeiown as ecstasy uk 
debag verbto remove someone's trousers; often with humorous 
intention, always with some degree o ; force I rom bags (trousers) 

deball verb to castrate us, mi 

debaucherama noun an org n ..ntional'debauch' 

with a variation of the#ffix- 'orama' (indicates largeness) uk 2000 
Debbie Chon noun in rweighl Idier I n the Korean; Korean 

debone verb to bend pm ird I 1 11 n be identified later 
in another player's hand us, 1968 

debriefing noun an after-flight hotel party attended by a flight crew 
and flight attendants us, 2002 

debris noun marijuana seeds and stems remaining after cleaning us. 

debthead nouns prisoner who is continually in debt and, therefore, 
untrustworthy. A combination of conventional 'debt' with- head (a 
person considered as a single attribute) uk 199s 
debtor's colic noun 1 1 1 illr 1 I 1 man can get into 

hospital, or remain sick in has ceil, in order to avOtd ffiegting his 
creditors uk 1950 

debts noun in pii ' 1 11 1 mm in inmate) i 1 report uk 7996 
debug verb 1 to le III II-I ' istening le - m 4 2 to rectify 
faults of electrical, mechanical or operational nature; to remove 
feulty programming from a computer uk ms 
debut verb 1 to subject a boy to his first homosexual experience uk 
ms, 2 to acknowledge your homosexuality us, m* 
decadence; deccadence noun MDMA, the recreational drug best 
.knoWfi as ecstasy uk 7998 
decaf noun decaffeinated coffee us 7956 


decaf adjective decaffeinated us mi 

decapitation noun the 1 .. of a head of state. Media- 

friendly military jargon us, 2003 

decapitation strike noun Jed to kill (or 

render impotent) an enemy's leader us, 2003 

decayed adjective dfphlcus 7966 
dece adjective 

'decent', pronounced 'deece' uk®?' 








decent | dehydrate 


192 


decent adjective i uff lentl li I r standard of propriety, 
especially in the phrase 'are you decent?'. A specialised sense of 
'decent', probably of theatrical origins uk 1949. 2 good, pleasing, 
exdSjlent us. 1979 

decider noun inal 

best the final set; the winning stroke, the winning froghe . 
winning play. From racing, when a 'decider' is a heat run after a 
dead-heat. Generally used With 'the* uk. ism 
decimated adjective drunk uk 2m 

decision verb to win a boxing match by a decision of the judges as 
opposed JO with a Irtack-out us. im 
deck noun 1 a packet of a powdered drug us. 7976. 2 a packet of ciga¬ 
rettes us. m3. 3 a gramophone turntable. A critical component of a 
dj in the modern sense of Hie term us 1997. 4 the ground uk mtb. 

5 in cricket, the pitch ( ik, m 5. 6 a pack of playing cards. In conven- 
tional use from late CIS pistil about 1720, then dialect and 
colloquial. In the early part of C20, usage was confined, more or 
tips, to the undewvorld; from the end flfWorld War 2 it was in 
'cor-mor use in the UK and Australia and, by the 1970s, in general 
and widespread infernal use. 'Deck of cards' was a UK number 
one hit for Max Bygraves in 1973 m 194s 
deck verb to knock!®'the ground us, ms 
deck ape noun an enlisted sailor in the US Navy us, 1 944 
decked adjective 1 ' 1 n'i 11 1 11 abuse of alcohol or drugs us, 
i96i. 2 dressed stylishly us. 1972 
decker noun a \00K%fiWM, Mt 
deckie noun a deck-hand. Nautical uk, 1913 
deck monkey noun a deckhand us, mi 

decknician noun 1 disc jocke 1 idmired 1 1 skilful manipu¬ 
lation af)d'jpi4i^df’hnusic on turntables uk 2003 

decko noun >see: dekko 

deck Off verb • TOBAGO, 1973 

decks noun trousers uk m3 

deck up verb to package a powdered drug for sale US 1964 
declare verb ► declare a gang (used of warringtydisith. gangs) to 
agree to discuss a truce us, 1953 

declare out ms ' h madia Armei irces) to opt out of 
service,.® resign a commission Canada 1959 
decomp room noun the room in a morgue housing decomposed 
bodies us, 1933 

decorate verb 1 pay for methin it a re urant or bar. Most 
commonly in the phrase 'decorate the mahagony' %-spying 
■drinks at a bar us, 190s 

decorated with red roses adjective in the bleed period ofllS- 
menstrual cycle. Remembered as World War 2 usage us, 1999 
decoy noun ance leads 

criminals to assume the officer is a promising victim us, mi 
dedo noun red by 

English speakers in the American southwest us, 1995 
dedud verb to clear unexploded artillery shells from a practice range 

dee noun 1 a capsule of D audid™, a pharmaceutical narcotic us, ms. 

2 a police detective Variant spe ingof d. Australia, m2 
deeda noun L'b I it II 1 il langus mu 
dee dee noun tit vag'ns us, ms 

deedee noun a drug (or dope) dealer. A pronounced initialism uk 1997 

deefa noun a dog. Playing on'd for dog' m wZealand, ms 

deek verb to de< in 1 ing player ir making a wrong move 

deemer noun a ten-cent piece. From the colloquial 'dime' us, 1926 
deep adjective i ferential 

objects. For example, 'four deep' wouitd mean 'four people in a 
car' us, 1973. 2 serious, intense us, 1990. 3 (used of language) standard 


Bahamas, 1982. 4 habitual, this seems to be used in the Black 
commanitytofyu/c 2000 
deep! used for expressing approval uk 2003 

deep and meaningful adjective 1 eri 1 11 -1 ition, generally 

about emotions and relationships Australia, ms 
deep-dick verb (from the male [ lint > ie ) to have sex us, 1997 
deep end noun ► go off the deep end; go in off the deep end 

to become excited, angry, emotiona . passionate, maddened. A 
flgoiative application of the deep end of a swimmng pool uk 
deep free2e noun solitary confinement us, ms 
deep house noun 1 ub-ca go f house music but with a 
mellower feel, often featuring profound, 10 ing bass lines and 
samples from jazz records uk 1996 
deep kimchi noun er 1 1 uble. Based n the unflattering com¬ 

parison of the Korean pickled delicacy wild excrement us, ms 
deep magic noun ig of a technique in 

a program or system not known oy the average programmer us. 

Deep North; deep north noun the far northern parts of the 
eastern state of Queensland Mode ed on US 'deep south', with 
iCtefttlCcil connotations Australia, .«. 
deep-pocket adjective il litigation) wealthy, 

possessing considerable financial reserves us, 1976 
deep-sea diver noun a fiver (£ 5 ). .Rhyming slang uk 1 sso 
deep sea fishing noun exploratory surgery us. 1994 
deep serious adjective gets. Vietnam 

war coinage and usage us. ms 

deep shaft noun hisky us, 1999 

deep six verb to discard; to reject us, rs® 
deep throat noun ral performed or i man in which the 
person doing the performing takes the penis completely into their 
moufb and throat A term from the so-named 1972 classic 
pornography film^, fspt 

deep throat verb to take a man's penis completely into the mouth 
and throatu$. is® 

deep-water Baptist noun a member of a Baptist sect that practises 
full-immersion baptferjh^ 1949 

deez-nuts me. The referer el these nul 1 in intimate, if crude, 
reference to youftSlffe) is® 

def adjective excellent, superlative us 1979 
def adverb definitely Wg 

de facto noun a partner in a de facto slsi or ship Australia, 1952 
defect noun a school prefect. A pun to delight the childish uk mi 
deffo; defo adverb^^foth^uK 2001 
defiled adjective drefflfeqjs; imk- 

definite adjective 1 1 I 1 1 11 1 1 1 ul III I in lent us 1985 
deft and dumb adjective a catchphrase that defines desirable qual- 
a wife or mistress us mi 

degomble verb ren e sn nil ur clothes and 
equipment before going indoors Antarctica, 191s 
dehorn nouni denatured 1 hoi (ethyl I hoi to Inti 
poisonous substance ftaSybeefiinadded to make it unfit for 
consumption) us 1926. 2 a person who is addicted to denatured 
alcohol (ethyl alcohol to which a poisonous substance has been 
added to make it unfit fof cgn$umptl&ftf t® 
dehorn verb 1 to have sex after a long period of celibacy us 1972. 2 to 
demote or discharge from employment us us. 3 to cut 
,swrjeOtfe , 's hair us razg 

dehose verb to return a computer that is suspended in an operation 

isSr 

dehydrate verb I e . In especia 1 alcohol. Coined at 

around the same time as dehydrated foods became fairly 

.common uk 
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dehydrated 


| dentist 


dehydrated water noun the object of a prank errand .lir a new or 
inexperienced worker us, 1970 

deja dit noun 1 sensatior >f having ml omething before; the 
consequent boredom Adopted directly from I rench (already said), 
following ‘deja 

deja fuck noun it the person with whom 

you are now having sex is a former sexua partner us, 2002 
deja vu all over again noun the imethin e again lepeated. 
An assault on the language attributed to baseball great Yogi Berra 

deke noun a decoy us, 1950 

dekko; decko r, - 

Originally British military use dating from the Raj era. There is an 
1854 example of'dekh 'used in Anglo-Indian English, though no 
doubt the common Hindi imperative dekhol would have been in 
common use Australia, im 

delay verb 

delayer noun a railway dispatcher us, me 

delec adjective ' NEW ZEALAND, 

delete verb to -leave Mt 

Delhi belly noun diarrhoea suffered by tourists us. 1944 
deli noun a delicatessen us. 1954 


demented adjective in computing, not functional and not useful. In 
.Computing, the condition resulting when two processes cannot 
proceed becauseissiS; is waiting-rar^inother to.do-somethingsl? 

demento noun a deranged persons^ im 
demi-god noun 1 a good-looking boy us, ras3. 2 a person recognised 
by the computing community as a major genius us, 1 99/ 
demmy noun a < rpsu ft nerol™ (merper line) a powerful and 
'ftSbit*fi3fB#!g painkiller us, 19X 

demo noun 1 a demonstration model or recording us, rasa. 2 an act of 
having sex in front of observers. Apparently this had a vogue 
during the 70s Australia. k 71. 3 a political demonstration Australia, 
1904. 4 a demons'lair an ol how something wor ks or how an action 
or activity ought to be done us mi. 5 demolition us, 1943. 6 a lab¬ 
oratory jaipette used to smoke crack cocaine- us,,im 
demob noun rele - 1 11 1 ii| n 11 1 ther antract of military 

service. An abbreviation Of officialese 'demobilisation 1 ; hence 
'demob suit' (clothes issued ort return to civilian fife), etc uk 1945 
demob verb to demobilise uk, tm 

demoiselle noun 1 1 II rape illarof clay or cemented gravel, 
caused by erosion. The word comes from the French, meaning 
'young woman', and is likely to be suggested by the shape, or the 
shape as it appears to a plains rider who han’t seen a woman for 
fpngtime CANADA, 1952 


Delia noun a recipe li m Delia mitt b.1941) arguably the UK's 
most celebrated cookery writer and broadcaster uk . 2004 
delicacies noun thefteitcterOk 2002 

delicate adjective ► in a delicate state of health; in a delicate 
condition pi- n n I rare .. tood uk mo 

delicatessen book noun 1 I-1 11 peratior lere the odds are 

constantly cut us, m 7 

delish; deelish adjective delirfdtfe-tt; im 
delivery boy noun 1 p ker 1 oung in perienced, unskilled 
player us, rar* 

delivery order noun car be stolen 

and sold to the requesting party us, rasa 
dell verb to hit. English gypsy use uk 2000 
delo noun a delegate MJS 0 M, mi 
delosis noun iipiftty girl us. m3 

delouse verb to clear an area of listening devices. A pun on 
iytioriymdus debug uk i%9 

delph noun the play on Delft china uk 2002 

Delta delta noun a female Red Cross volunteer In Vietnam us. 1990 
Delta dust noun 11 iriji ina gr 1 in Vietnam. A ubtle pun on the 
several scientific names for marijuana and its psychoactive com¬ 
ponent fiat include 'Delta 1 or 'Delta.9' us 1991 
delta sierra noun 1 stupid person. Usir mb 1 letic alphabet for 
D:S - dumb SHfir or yqgshif iyg-wsr 
Delta sox noun 11 I 11 that replaced I ts for US Army 
troops in Vietnam in 1970. The army concluded that nylon socks 
were more suited for tropical wear, especially in areas sudtajthe 
Mekong Delta, than were wool socks us, 1990 
delts noun the deltoid muscles.us, mi 

delurk verb to post 1 me rge n in Internet di ussion group after 
previously efesetVingwithout posting us: tm 
deluxe noun in circus usage, a box seat us, mi 
demnouniaJt nstr ti n; al 1 -1 nonstrate, 
especially how an article works r 2, 2 a capsule of merperidine 

(trade name Demerol™), a synthetic opiate us, im 
Dem noun a Dem'o& 3 t^ i 0 >$, 

dem adjective their 1 li iian ind bla nglish rendering of 
'them' used ungrammatically or shortened from 'belonging t©» 
thenff Ok. 1994 

dem pronoun then I > 1 I 1 I 111 1 I 1 11 ti lish phonetic variation 
JAMAICA, 1868 


demolish noun cradt cocaine uk ra9s 

demolition party noun a party held on the last night^fi lease for 
the purpose of destroying furniture, fixtures, esc new Zealand, rasz 
demon noun a poll - iete 1 - -I 1 I li e officer Originally 

criminal slang. The suggestion in the Oxford English Dictionary 
Supplement (T9?2) that it is somehow extracted from Van 
Diemen's Umd, a former name of the penal colony of Tasmania, 
seems tenuous at best AUst^lia, isss 

demon adjective 1 appliei me.ill 11 cricket and other 

sports, who seems superhuman in action. Originally used of 
Australian cricketer ■ red Spofforth, 1853-1926 uk im. 2 excellent 
i|Sjtasjsjp 

demon tweak noun 1 his own 

tuning at home us, 1979. 2 in motor racing, a highly clever modifi¬ 
cation which may or may not improve the car's performance Us, 

demoto noun 11 I il in 11 11 11 elf-non-starter us 1993 

dems noun demolitions. Military UK im 

denari; denarii; dinarlee; dinali; denali noun money. Polari uk 


Denis Law noun 1 rpentei 1 Rl n ig ing formed on the 
namfe'Df a Scottish footballer (b.l940) uk 1992 
Denmark noun ► go to Denmark to undergo a sex change oper¬ 
ation. Homosexual usage; an allusion to the sex-altering operation 
performed oa -$hfi^me Jorgensen in. Denmark0$ 19 57 
den mother noun an older, unofficia leader of a group of homosex¬ 
ual men us, 1997 

Dennis the Menace noun a variety of MDMA, the recreational drug 
best known as -ecstasy. From the similarity between the red and 
black stripes on the conaic book character's jumper and thosecfjn 
ttje tablet uk 1 nx 

Dennistoun Palais noun aluminium Glasgow rhyming slang, on 
‘ally’, formed from a venue in the Dennistown area of the city; 
used by local $erap£cij|alers uk Scotland ms 

dental floss noun 2003 

dental flosser noun ome ne I.nsidered to be worthless or 

despicable. Rl%mifijg slang: for tosser uk 2003 
dent for an E-flat bugle noun rn imaginar il m for which a 
novice musician fflfebe sent Military in origin, but remembered 
as a fool's errand ■enjoyed in the Boys Brigade during early 

1960S UK 1964 

dentist noun i'tvoit drilliiMySf.-cement worker us. 1954 
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dentist's friend noun in circus and carnival usage, any sweet us. mi 
Denver mud noun \ i nt me li ine i[ 'lei i i poultice us 1970 
dep noun 1 a deposition (a copy of a transcript of evidence). Usually 
In the plural uk 1991 . 2 a deputy uk is;i. 3 a deputy prison governor 
uk 1990. 4 in the theatre, a company representative of Equity (the 
actors' union) uk 2001. 5 in Quebec, a comet store A short form of 
■ Jthe French word ddpanneur, which is also used by anglophone^' 
add allqgftpnes as well as Quebec French: speakers, and is-qften 
used to describe what in Ofifaria is known as a 'confectionery’, 
ar^f#)south and central Texas a$ Icehausp' Canada, 2001 
depart verb in the language of fighter pilots, to accelerate through 
tffe plane's In*® us, 1990 

department of fishy things nickname Nova Scotia’s Department of 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada, 2002 

Department of Holidays nickname the British Columbia Ministry of 
Transportation and Highways Canada, 1939 
department of the obvious noun a mythical agency thafjpfej# 
people to state the obvious us, 1 991 
departure lounge noun in I pital, a 11 1 1 id Medical slang, 
using humour to cope with imminent death uk 2002 
depeditate verb in computing, to place text in a fashion that cuts 
Wtfjf feet Of the letters us, 1991 

depending on what school you went to a catchphrase used 
when two distinct pronunciations of a word are offered Australia, 


depend on it!; depend upon it! he certa n; used as an assurance 
that a statement is, or will be, true uk, 173s 
depth bomb noun ablet uk ms 

depth charge noun 1 I 1 I 1 I erved In a glass of beer us. 
mo. 2 a fig or a prune. 01 Royal Navy and Royal Air Force origins; 
comparing an explosion in the deep, which is in the power of 
‘^Cjch military hardware, to the laxative effect of the fruits uk 1943 
3 any food that is heavy 01 stodgy, such as dumplings. From the 
effects on your lower depths; .onginaliy'ieEorded in prison use but 

depth charging noun a systen 1 1 1 1 I 1 11 1 I based not on a 

count of the value of cards played but on the depth of the deck 
dealt usisgt 

deputy noun a r ibago, 1975 

deputy do-right noun a pollicetjffiier. us, 19m 
der! you idiot! In origin representing a stalling articulation such as 
'urn' or 'er', implying that you need to spend tiSTtg.thinking about 
something that is obvious. Always said with a sarcastic tone 

AUsmtJA, 1979 


derrifere noun the vagina I rom I rench derridre (behind), a familiar 
euphemism for 'the buttocks', 'the behind', adopted here for a 

derro noun a d?( 0 ict Australia, 1972c 
derry noun a derelirthsufteek, 

Derry & Toms noun ni Rhymir rn rmed durin ill 
War 2 on the name of a London department store, which closed 
in 1973 UK 196 0 

Derry-Down-Derry; DDD; three Ds noun sherry. Theatrical 
rhyming slang uk i 960 

'ders noun oral sex An abbreviation of 'headers', itself an 
embellishment of head us, m2 

desert cherry noun I li 1 1 irri < in u ait or Saudi Arabia 

Airing the frrst Quit war us, mi 
desert lamb noun kid goat's meatA<2S7iS^ ; 1959 
desert rat noun any longtime resident of any desert area, especially, 
in modem usage, 'Las Vegas, Nevadai$ .9937 
desert rose noun a military urinal used in the desert uk 2002 
deserve verb ► deserve a medal said of a hard worker: to deserve 
isdrne kfn3 of reward for effort; also said rn regard of an 
achievment, especially of some act, however trivial, that you would 
not like to have done (in either use, it is implicit that no reward or 
official acknowledgement of the art ifei|pyK 1x1 
desi noun someone from Indians, 1996 
designer adjective ed of n rpf ml 1 ely high brow, 
designed for couples and first-time viewers us, 2000 
designer drug noun a recrs ti< lal frug h< ized to mimic the 
effects ofanoth-i n w - | -n 1 - 01 unlawful drug us, mo 
desiness noun luality ijk 2000, 

desk commando noun a military support worker who does not face 
combat UK ms 

desk cowboy noun a military or police support worker who does not 
face combat or street duty us, 1 942 

deskfast noun 

desk jockey noun an office worker us, 1953 
desk piano noun a typewriter us. ms 

desk pilot noun a military or police support worker who does not 
face combat or street duty us, 1955 
deskragenoun 1 outbu 0 iraged hostil vithin an office 
environment os 2000 

desk rider noun militar upf rt worker who does not face 
combat; an officious bureaucrat (jSj.jm 


derange verb to bother, to trouble. From the French deranger 
CANADA, Xttl 

derby noun 1 oral sex us 1969. 2 any sporting contest between tra- 
Fiftionaii 'ffyals uk 1999 

derby kelly; darby kelly; derby kel; derby kell; derby; darby 

noun the stomach, the abdomen, the belly Rhyming slang for 
'belly' uk rn 

derelnouna person lacking in basic intelligence An abbreviation of 
fijft«,£®nventroral, 'derelict' us, m 
derelict noun 1 lally ine light lim person us, 1979 
derm; derem noun m in > ine usua in plural cuts The phrases 
'my derms are clapping together' and 'mydepris are flapping 
together' are vulgarisms for 'huMjw south XfgjCA, im 
dermo noun dermatitis Australia, im 
dero noun a Australia, 1on 

DEROS; deros verb I" retu 11 r 1 . .mbat duty in 

Vietnam. From the abbreviation for the 'date of estimated return 
from overseas' us ms 

derrick apple; derrick fruit noun in olf drilling, a nut bpltpr piece; 
of dried mud that falls off a derrick us. 1954 


desmadre noun I 1 1 til panish used ir Engli h 
conversation by Mexican-Americans us 1974 
Desmond noun r 1 1 la li i 2 : 2 . A c lever pun 

which may be coiisidered 1 1 ryming slang, based on Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu (b. 1930 ) uk mu. ► do a Desmond to undress, 
completely or largely, especially at-S ro£k Concert From Desmond 
Morris, authgjpfsf The Naked Ape us m3 
desperado noun 1 a person who is down and out; an unemployed 
person scrounging .1 iving from day to day Australia. 1977. 2 a 
person who exhibits desperation in seeking sexual partners; 
Australia, nil/. 3,1 desperate gambler us, mi 
desperado adjective I as an elabor- 


desperate noun i r gambling addict 2 a person who 

exhibits desperation in seeking sexual partners Australia, 
desperate adjective ■ goo< Largel dr rendent on a melodramatic 
delivery to impart the slang sense us, 1951 
desperate adverb very Canada, m 

Desperate Dan noun 1 rn. Rhyr ling rng, for ned on the name of 
a comic strip hero who has appeared in the Beano since 1938 uk 
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despizable adjective r han despir able us 1975 
des res a desirable residence. A cliche of estate agent jargon uk 19% 
dessert crack noon ntrou > ie n ill < intainers of nitrous oxide 
used in canned dessert tqppijngare spmesource ofthe gas for 

dessie noun I’tep b&i$UK 199s 

destat verb to get rid of a propert tatutor tenants ( ik 953 
destructo noun in surfing, a large and powerful wave us, rezs 
det noun a ctefonat&c m2 
detainer noun a railroad dispatcher us :■?£#- 

detectorist; metal detectorist noun a person who, for recreation, 
operates a metal detector uk, 20m: 

dethrone verb to order someone to leave a public toilet to prevent 
bdrnosexuai activity. A royal image frem the use of queen, (hoirt- 
osexual) us. mi 

detox noun ati ill here in il I 1 in iddict can begin 
treatment with the detoxification process us. im 
detox verb to undergo, or 1 ijectt 1 proce of detoxification us, 

Detroit diesel noun any General Motors engine us, 1971 
Detroit iron noun a large, American car us, w 
Detroit vibrator noun a Chevrolet big-rig truck.a£,.a?f' 
deuce noun 1 two of anything, such as two marijuana cigarettes, two 
women, etc us m3. 2 a two-year prison sentence us, 1925. 3 two 
pounds or two dollars us 1900. 4 in ihe restaurant business, a table 
for two us, 1935. 5 an act of defecatioi 1 10m children's toilet 
vocabulary: number two (dH- M n 61 1 Ik e games, the 

point two us i95 0. 7 in pool, the two-ballt is 11 ..sin card games, a 
two of any suit uk im. 9 two do lars worth ol drugs. Originally a 
$2 package of heroin; with inflation other drugs became more 
likely lo III Ihe bill us w.... 10 heroin I rom deuce bag; deuce (a 
two-dollar bag of heroin) u K /■».. 11 Iwo hundred us, 199s. 12 two 
hundred dollars 131 ent dollar 1 , 14 in television 

and film-making, a 2000 watt spotlight us mo. is an arrestor 
conviction for driving under the influence of alcohol. CaSftrnia 
Penal Code Section 332 prohibits driving .under the influence of 
alcohol, hence the reference is a 1932 Ford. A 

favourite of car enthusiasts, immortalised by the Beach Boys in 
their 1963 sc 1 17 hevrolet II car 

made betwee 18 a small-time criminal us, 

1992 .19 used c <, 14. 20 the 

Delta Dagger fighter aircraft us cue. ► deuce of benders the 
knees us, 1947 

deuce verb 1 Hence, 'deucer' (someone 

capable of this feat) Australia, 195 0. 2 to back down from a 
confrontation us 31 upi n n 11 marijuana us, 1992 
deuce and ace; deuce noun a face. Rhyming slang; dated and rare 

deuce-and-a-half noun a two-and-a-half ton cargo truck. Military 
usage since World War 2 us, 1 944 

deuce-and-a-quarter noun a Buick Electta 225-US ims 

deuce bag; deuce noun 

deuceburger noun a prison sentence of two years us, 1990 
deuced adjective damned nfounded. Dated, bi 1 11 ill 1 - I 

with heavy irony mt 782 

deuce-deal verb to deal the second card in a deck us, ms 
deuce-deuce noun a .22 calibre weapon ufei# 

deuce-deuce-five noun a Buick Electra >993 
deuce-five noun calibre gun us 2m 

deuce gear noun 1 11 1 k and other item laruedinthe 

1|||P(S 1991 

deuce out verb 1 Mnii i ii i ituation out of fear us, 7949 


deuce-point noun in a field patrol, the se 1 I I lier in line us, 1991 
deuces noun 1 dice that have been altered to have two twos, the 
second two being where one would expect to find a five Used in 
combination with fives, likely to produce a seven, an Important 
number in craps us, 1974. 2 a double linens uni. ► deuces are in 
in firefighter usage, pay Cheques are prepared and ready to be 
distributed. From a gong signal 4 Of 2-2-2-til.ssw 
deuce up verb to line up in pairs us. 1990 

deuceway noun an amount of marijuana costing two dollars us, 1979 
devilnouni 1 h ii 11 1 let ntral ne 1 mm depress¬ 
ant, especially Seconal™. A truncated form of red devil us, 1959. 

2 the hallucinogen STP us 1971. 3 a printer's apprentice or errand 
boy us 1683 . 4 a while person US, no. 5 in craps, a seven us, 1993. 

► devil me arse! 1 1 m pH fAngl Irish originsuro 

urn. ► devil of a an extren (origin I I I il) example of 
something. May I ► devil take 

him!; devil take you!; devil take me!; devil take it! used for 
expressing anger, impatience, frustration Often used with 'the' ijk 
1548. ► go to the devil lo (all into ruin. I rom about 1460, 
although it is recorded in Latin more than a hundred years earlier 
UK 1460. ► go to the devil! 1 I 1 1 - [ lession of 
dismissal. II not, n excl; mation, certainly imperative us, 1859. 

► how the devil!; what the devil!; when the devil!; where 

the devil!; who the devil!; why the devil! used as an 
impatient intensification of how, what, when, where, who, why. In 
early uses 'the Devil' was capitalised. 'What the devil' since about 
1385 'When ihe devil' since 1562. 'Where the devil', 168/. 'Who 
the devil’, 1568 lythed III ► little devil; 

young devil 1 ies of exasper¬ 
ation to, foi ratorial or playful to a 

(mischievous) adult ijk 19:11. ► the devil is rolling his oats it is 
thundering Canada, uns. ► the devil made me do it! used as a 
humorous excuse for misconduct A catchphrase made wildly 
popular by comedian I lip Wilson on The / lip Wilson Show (NBC, 
1970 -74). Repeated ith r 1 ntia m u ► the devil 

to pay; the devil and all to pay; the very devil to pay very 
unpleasant consequences to face up to An echo of Faust uk 1733 

devil and demon; devil noun semen Rhyming slang uk, 2003 
devil bridle noun HI Ii 1 around th moutl 
TOBAGO, 1951 

devil dancing hour noun very late at night trinidad and tobago, 1971 
devil devil adjective 1 H 1 i' 1 Ji 'i in 11 a 1 v broken up into 
talas and hitlocks From Aboriginal pidgin for an |$f@pirit ‘ 

AUSTRALIA, 1844 

devil-dog noun ,1. member of the US Marine Corps us 1918 
devil drug noun crack cocaine uk 2003 

devilfish noun in | I 1 1 ill I | I 1 10 pla | > My to mask his 

■HSkiil early In a game us. 1996 

Devil's Asshole nickname an area in the Mekong Delta south ofSa 
0® with a strongVi#t Gpng presence us. 1990 
devil's bedpost noun in a deck of playing cards, the four pf clubs 

devil's dancing rock noun a large, smooth, flat stone found in a 
pasture or meadow us, 1963 

devil's dandruff noun cocaine; crack cocaine. A simile for an 'evil 

devil's dick noun a crack cocaine pipe us, 1992 

devil’s dust noun 1 2 dine, the rec¬ 

reational drug known as PCP or angel dust us, 1992 

devil's half acre noun vice us, 1959 

devil’s herb noun I Hen) uk 1994 

devil's luck; devil's own luck noun ungsuafly. good luck; occasion- 
attisbai luck uk, mi 

devil snatcher noun 
devil's own adjective 

devil’s smoke noun crack cocaine us, 1994 

devil's tar noun oil us, 79 49 
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devil weed noun i stramonium, a narcotic herb. A plant that can be 
eaten or smoked for drug intoxication and hallucinogenic effect, 
and Is sometimes mistaken for marijuaha. It is. variously known as 
known as 'jimson weed' (corrupted from Jamestown weed), 'yerba 
del diablo' (devil's herb), 'devil's apple' and 'thorn apple' (from the 
appearance of the fruit), 'angel's trumpet' and 'Gabriel's trumpet' 
(the flower). Native to south-western US, Mexico, Central America, 
India and Asia; an occasional weed in Britain us. 2001. 2 marijuana, 
ironic, mocking those who$jfc$|HittJE marijuana us tsm 
devo noun a deviant aUstSaLR 

dew noun 1 marijuana; hashish us, 07 1. 2 rum that has been 
manufactured illegally trinidadand tobago, 2003. ► knock the 
dew off the lily; shake the dew off the lily (of a male) to 
urinate us, 1974 

dewbaby noun a dark-skinned black male us, 1972 

dew drop noun a drop of clear nasal fluid or mucus that hangs from 

tip Cfth|r|i§e UK 1984 

Dewey noun a socially inept social outcast us. ms 

dewey; dooe; dooey; duey noun two. From Italian due via 

parleyaree into polari uk, 1937 

DEWLINE noun the net h f radar sta 1 ind airstrips for 
interceptor aircraft across Canada's North. Ah abbreviation of 
iflistant fatly tVaming'-l'^ghotAMflA. i$k;' 
dex noun 1 Dexedrin itral nervou n mnulant us, mu 

2 dextromethorphan QX.VI}. an active ingredient in non-prescrip- 
•®n cold and cough medication, often abused for non-medicinal 
purposes us. 2003. 3 MDMA, the recreational drug best known as 
ecstasy. From decadence (MtiNM) UK 2003 >see: ECSTASY 
dexedrine noun MDMA I recri ti na drug > t known as ecstasy. 
An elaboratioff Of dex (MDMA) based on Dexedrine™, a branded 
amphetamine UK, 2003 >see gloss at: ECSTASY 
dexie; dexi; dexo noun Dexedrine™, a central nervous system 
#fmii|antus; m 

dexter noun a dill ent 1 II nepl tudent us, ms 
DFA noun describes an imaginary effect employed in the recording 
industry. An initialism of fetoes fuefc all' uk , axs 
DFFL dope forever reve ided — I in I the Hell's Angels 
rndtscpyle gang that enjoyed somewhat wider popularity us, im 
D for dunce; deefer noun n 11 1 1 undeclared 

income. Rhyming slang for bunce uk. 1992 
DFP noun 111 porn gr iph 1 scene m r film or a photography 
showing two men ejaculating on.' a. Woman's-flee; aSiubfe /adjal 

POP US, 1995 


diabolical adjective I' in a 

weakened sense uk 195s 
dial noun the facet# 

dial verb 1 in a prayer group, to pray first Not much language used 
by the religious qualifies as. slang, but this certainly does us. 1990. 

2 in foot-propelled scootering, to get a trick right uk, 2000. ► dial a 
traf to fart. When the spelling of each word is reversed the sense 
^revealed: laid a fart’ us. ms 

DIAL adjective di / incommunicative 

hospital patients os im 

dial-a-winner noun L I 1 11 1 I 1 1 1 aut mati transmission us. 


dialed in adjective 1 in 1 1 ih 1 1 ntra n that excludes any 

and all distractions. Punning on 'connected'. May be reduced to 
its first element, us, 1995. 2 belonging to the inner circle us. 1997 
dialer noun a tele; 11 11 I 1 I 1 II I 1 1 11 h illy calls another 

tel phone number os;, rsf 

dial in on verb ti understand lat motivatf imeone else; to 
grasp their personality os. 1997 
dial out verb to ignore us, 1967 
dialtone noun a personality-free person us, 1990 
diamaid noun nd trinidad and 

yOSAse 2003 

diambista noun marijuana us. 1954 

diamond noun 1 anything that is considered as the best, especially 
as an assemenl of persona qualities uk 1990. 2 an amphetamine 
tablet scored with a diamond-shape uk .am. 3 a tablet of MDMA, 
the recreational drug best known re, ecstasy uk axis . 4a custom 
diamond-shaped car window us, 19S0 
Diamond noun the central square of an Irish town Ireland, 1992 
diamond adjective excellent uk imo 

diamond cutter noun 1 u- mi pen A later variation on the penis 

as a type of tool i$, 

diamond dust noun crystallized ice in the air Antarctica, :95s 
diamonds noun 1 a type ol bet in an illegal numbers game lottery 
us, 195 7. 2 the testicles. An evolution from the common family 

JEWELS US. 1964 

diamond season noun warm weather us m7 
Diamond Street nickname 4/lh Si reel just wesl of Fifth Avenue, 
New York. Home to many^fiamend merchants us, 1982 


DFs noun ml. pad If man dad ured iron /nthehi pin 
used recreationallyuK 1996 

DH used as an exhortation while drinking. An abbreviation of'down 
' Jge hatch!' new Zealand, 199s 

dhobi; dhobie; dohbie nouni a ralive he an washerman. From 
Hindi dhobi or dhoby hi membei of the 'Scheduled Castes' born 
to wash and press clothes) India, 2 laundry, washing. From the 
verb sense; originally a military usage uk 2002 
dhobi; dhobie; dohbie verb to wash (your clothes). From 
Hindustani dhob (washing); originally a nautical usage, then 
generalHjnp^fl military services uk 1929 
dhobi dust noun j from DHOBI 

(laundry); uk, 19m 
dhobi mark noun 

dhobi's itch noun a ring-worm infection of the armpit and groin In 
areas of high humidity or temperature. This 'itch' appears to 
derive not from dhobi (the washerman) but from dhobi (jpfi' 
laundry) as tte condition was thought to spread via underwear 
wjfirch had been washed together uk im 

dhobi wallah noun nat.in 1 ing the military. Of 

Anglo-Indian military origin. An extension of dhobi (a washerman), 
■jlbssibly a combination of dhobi (laundry)(Spir'wallah' (a man - 
in relation to fits: occupation) India, 1937 
diablo noun LSD. The Spanish ft3r ‘devil’ uk 2003 


diamond white noun a white CaiillacuSi, f&s 
Diana Dors noun knickers, drawers. Rhyming slang, formed on the 
professional name of'Blonde Bombshell' actress Diafft'Fluck, 
1931-84. A humorous reference to women’s underwear, perhaps, 
by contrast with the enhanced and marketed sexuality that was 
Diana 1992 

diaper noun 1 a sanitary lowel us, 19S0. 2 any winler covering on the 
front of a truck us 1971. 3 a rubber insulating blanket used in 
overhead electric line work us, 19m 
diaper dandy noun an athlete in his first year of college. Coined or 
popularised by sports announcer Dick Vitale us, 1993 
diapers noun ill im 1 1 I ill button flaps 

issued by the National Science I oundation in Antarctica Antarctica, 


diazzy noun a diazepam;fif$sky.#*(»: 

dibbi dibbi adjective 

dibble noun an encounter with the police; the police; a police 
officer. Appeared in this sense during the 1990s; after Officer 
Dibble, the police character in cult television cartoon series Tdf> 

Sat, Hanfla Ba#efa, 1961 uk 1994 
dibbler noun the penis us, 199s 

dibbly-dobbler noun an accurate, medium-pace cricket bowler; such 
a cricketer's delivery;®; tmr 
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dib-dabs noun i ndition of i ie uneasine nervousness. A 
vacation of 'abdabs' reported by Commander C, Parsons, 1984 uk 


dibs nouni first right to, first claim on Among ihe earliest slang a 
child in the US learns; derives from 'dib' (a portion or a share) 
which was first recorded in the UK in 1889 us, nu. 2 money its 
1807. 3 a living us. 1949. 4 a room, apartment or house us, m3 
dibs and dabs noun i small amounts us, ra®. 2 pubic lice. Rhyming 
Slang 'tor CRABS UK, 1961 

die; dicknoun i u tar It has t n si 1 that this term was 
cotfietfiby, or within the family of; Scottish philologist and first 
lexicographer of the Oxli>rd Larins; Dictkinary, Sir James Murray, 
1837-1915; it would be nice if it were true. 'Dick', in the sense 
that someone who uses fin%ij§Rfe is said to have 'swallowed the 
sfjiW, is recorded in 1873 us mi 

dice nouni in UK i I III 1 duel etween two cars within the field 
of competitors us m2. 2 crack cocaine us 2003. 3 Desoxyn™, a 
branded meth ► dice on 

the floor, seven at the door used in casino gambling to 
express the superstitious gambler’s belief that if the dice leave the 
table and land on the floor dufjng a game of craps, the next’.fljif ♦ 
jwjtj rfetoa seven't is, 1974 

dice verb It 2 Ct, to 

throw away. The probable derivation is from conventional 'dice' (to 
lose or throw away) Australia, 1944. 3 to throw away; reject; discard 
Australia, 1 m 

dice bite noun a wound on the hand of a gambler In casino craps 
when struck by tossed dice us, 1983 
dice mob noun 1 group oft r more cheat n a dice game us, 


dick-dip noun sex us my 

dick doc nouni 2 

inspect rjssrafts-fbr signs ofsexcrajly transmitted diseased^ 


Dick Emery noun men ir H ning ing irmed on the name of 
a British comedian and comedy actor, 1917-83 uk 1992 
dickeni; dickini; dickon! 1 i to >r disgust or disbelief 
jf%rhaps-$9#i dickensi Australia, im 
dickens! used as ,111 nlerjectional expletive to express surprise, 
impatience, etc, generally combined with how, what, where, etc, 

. Isspherriistic for 'the devil' uk, 1598 

dicker nouni 2 a 

tfetfonary. By application of the Oxford -er uk, 1937 
dickeroo noun a pQijcStofficerfis.isis. 

dickey noun (of clothing, in the Canadian north) a top covering. The 
word comes fesm Eskimo attike iA covering) Canada, im? 
dickey adjective 1 ol plans or Usings, lucky, risky, 'dicey'. Also spelt 
'dis 2 >see: UNCLE DICK 

dickey-bird noun 1 in oil drilling, a loud squeak caused by poorly 
lubricated equipment us 1954 2 the penis. An elaboration of dicky 
in Schoelbpy use Canada, im 

dickey-dido noun in- - terr 1 fen tie genital [ irts Originally 
recorded (1887) as a word for 'a fool'; this sense survives in the 
bawdy song 'The Mayor of Bayswater' (to the tune of 'The Ash 
Grove'): 'One black one, one white one / And one with a lurfip of 
shite on, / The hairs on herdickey-dido' 'hang down to her knees' 

dick-eye noun used rn ffensive term of address between males 


dicer noun 1 a hat us <«/. 2 a Iasi freight train us. 1927. 3 a 'duel' 
between two drivers, Car racing drivers and commentators’ use UK. 

dice with death verb to ri I ual death r figurative demise uk 

dicey; dicy adjective risky, uncertain uk 1944 

dicey on the ubble adjective balding. Used by Teddy Boys us ms 

dick noun 1 the 2 3 man us 1914. 

4 sex with a man us rav, 5 a police officer, especially a detective; a 
private detective us, im. 6 a despicable person Losing its taboo in 

the US, but still chancy us . .. a fool us 1553. 8 nothing, zero us 

1925. 9a look, a glance A variation of decko; dekko uk 1979. 

10 during the Vietnam war, the enemy. I rom the Vietnamese dich 
(enemy) us, mi >see: Die. ► cut dicks; talk dicks to speak 
clearly and wills a' 1 affected Lug ish accent 1 iri;in islands, British, 

1973 ► get your dick tender I 1 11 u n anal need to be 

with a woman at all times us, 1972. ► had the dick to be ruined 
AUSTRALIA, 1971. ► it's just a dick thing used as a humorous 
excuse for typical male behaviour A c, tchphrase tram the film 
Mo' Better Blues us, ran ► put dick (from the male point of 
view)ta have sex us, nrs 

dick verb i to exploit; to take advantage ok to harm. In the 1968 US 
presidential election, th& bUHipshSticker Qtck Nnforr Before Nixon 
Dicks You' raised eyebrows us 1911 2 (from the male point of view) 
to have oex with 31 I I - iiiii 1 1 decko dekko uk 

1979. ► have your dick sucked to be fawnedlstpbh; to be 
flattered uii 1993 

Dick & 'Arry noun a dictionary t*. 1992 
dick all noun rjO#i.8|;gpthing at all us, 200$ 
dick around verb 1 to behave in a sexually promiscuous fashion us 
1 969. 2 to make a mess os 10 inconvenience m 002. 3 to pass time 

m r 

dickbrain noun a fool us, isq 

dick-breath noun used as a term of abuse us razz 

dick cheese noun smegma Canada. 2002 

dick daks noun a pair of men I - 1 n nnd revealing nylon 
swimming trunks From dick (the penis) and daks (shorts) 

AUSTRAUA, 2003 


dickface noun a contemptible fool 
dick-fingered adjective clumsy us. 1984 
dick flick noun in 1 in rieni I Im tha ppeals to a male 
audliftte. An opposite and equal reaction to chick flick us, 2061 
dickhead noun an inept, unlikeable person; an idiot. A satisfying 
embellishment of dick (the penis). As a term of abuse this is often 
accompanied by, or even replaced with, a mime of the 
masturbation of a flaccid penis, gesturally sited in the ceritffiof 
'trieforehead-us 

dickheaded adjective MiStiAUSTRAUA. mi 
dickie noun the per u rildr 1 ibulary us, 1962 
dickie wacker noun 11 respectful enage boy who shows off 
AUSTRALIA, S5S 

dickjoke noun any coarse joke us, raw 

dickless noun a female police officer or detective. A shortened form 
of dickless tracy that pays on two meanings of dick - 'penis' and 
'detective' US; ©« 

dickless adjective used of men 10 intensify general abuse. Literally: 
'without a dick’ (a penis) us, im 

dickless Tracy noun a female [ li ff er - teat pun on dick (the 
penis) and the popular comic book hero-detective Dick Tracy 
created by Chester Gould in 1931; a contemptuous suggestion 
that a female cannot be as effective as a male us, 1953 
dickless wonder noun a person of either sex who lacks courage or 

conviction'as,, sez 

dick-lick noun used as a term of abuse us, km 
dicklicker noun 1 1 ksucker in all it ense ism 2a 
greyhound racing enthusiast Used by horse racing enthusiasts 

AUSTRALIA 1989 

dicklicking adjective despicable)OS. t 9 % 

dick mittens noun I inds tha 11 ill utter urination us, 


dicknose noun used as a term of abuse us, 1974 
dick off verb to waste time, to die, to shun work us, 1947 

dickory dock noun 1 cock (the penis), 

not an elaboration of dick uk mi. 2 a clock. Rhyming slang, based 
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on the nursery rtjyrnie 'Hickory dickory dock / A mouse ran up the- 
clock' uk, mi 

dick partition noun a condom. Combines dick (the penis) with a 
barrier UK im 

dick pointers noun a pair of men's close-fitting and revealing nylon 
swi m m i ng tru n ks Australia, 2003 

dick pokers noun a pair of men clo -fitting ind revealing nylon 
swimming trunks Australia, 2003 

dickrash noun an inn in r desp it pe 11 i jerk Australia, 1996 
Dick's hatband noun 1 ed in compar >r especially as the epit- 
ome of tightness.!*: mt 

Dick Shot Off noun the Distinguisher ervice (>rder, (a medal for 
bravery). Punning on dick (the penis) UK 1937 

dick-skinner noun ft#'JTandm igy 
dick-smacker noun a prison guard Not kind us, 1934 
dicksmith noun 111 Na h pital psman us, 1974 
Dick Smith noun , In use 11 11 h ioe 1 mt socialise with 

ether users -us. im 
dickson! >see: dicken 


dicksplash noun 1 1 1 1 ird or inept per 1 1 1 
dick-stepper noun a duftsy.ISfife, m3 

dick stickers noun a pair of men's close-fitting and revealing nylon 
^srrnTfiing trunks Australia 19% 
dick-string noun a male kill ichieve 1 erection /. 
dick sucker noun le us, 1999 

dicksucking noun oral r performed on man us, 1977 
dick-sucking adjective despicable us 1972 
dickswinging adjective used of an obviously arrogant person 
(regardless of gender) Office jargon that reflects the macho nature 
of the workplace UK zoos 

dicktease noun a woman n h 1 1 th impr ion of being more 
sixti&liy available lihan she is. A variant of the common 

PRICK-TEASER US. 1989 

dick teaser noun a girl who suggests that she will engage in sex but 

Dick the Shit nickname Shakespeare's Richard III. A play on 'Richard 
the turd' in theatrical slang uk ms 
dick togs noun a pair of men I e-fitting ind revealing nylon 
swimming trunks. I rom dick (the per is) and togs (a swimming 
Qp&fie) AUSTRALIA. 2003 

Dick Turpin noun thirteer F lyming lang u d by dart players; 
formed on the name of the infamous highwayman, born in 1706, 
hanged in 1739 UK m 

dickwad noun an unlikeable or despicable person us. 1939 

dick-waver; dicky-waver noun a male exhibition®;,tf. 
dickweed noun 1 I ricabl iim-wittei lerson us. ra® 

d i ckw h acke r noun mw 

dick-whipped; dick-whupped adjective dominated by a man. 
Formed as an antonym for pussy-whipped (dominated by a woman) 

.4?| S® 

dickwipe noun a despica^^s^$ffo»-' 
dickwitnoun an idiot, a contemptible fool uk 2001 
dicky noun 1 the penis An extension of dick no mi. 2 a windscreen 
on a motorcycle uk 

dicky adjective i inferior, in poor condition or health; insecure; 
having an odd quality uk i 5 2 idiotic or annoying; appearing silly. 
That is, of, or befitting, a dick(head) new Zealand, m2 >see: dickey 
dickybird noun i a little bird. Childish; As in the traditional nursery 
rhyme, 'Two little dicky-birds sitting a wall, / One named Peter one 
named Paul’ uk mi. 2 a word; hence, a thing of little value, the 
smallest thing. Rhyming slang; most often given in full and usually 
in the negative context, 'not say .a word’, hence the second part of 


this sense. In the theatre, 'dickies' are an actor's script, 'the words' 
uk 1932. ► not a dickybird nothing uk, ws 
dicky diddle; diddle noun urination. Rhyming slang for piddle; 

used by juveniles, perhaps p aying on dicky (the penis) uk mi 
dicky dirt; dicky noun te convention¬ 

al 'dicky' (a detachable shirt front, since 1811), in turn influenced 
by obsolete slang 'dicky' (atfjiSy shirt, V7 &\) Australia, 190s 
dicky-dunking noun sex from the male perspective us, 1994 
dicty noun a snab'ttt.iSSft 

dicty adjective i excellent os coo 2 arroganl, haughty Also Spell 
'dichty' uS, im 

did noun a capsule of Dilaudid M , a pharmaceutical narcotic us. me 
di-da, di-da, di-da i i planation or complaint, 

especially when reporting an instance thereof Usually mocking; 
but also as an alternative to blah blah. When used by lyricists of 
pop songs it fends to haveno irtffhjng whatsoever uk 1940 
diddish adjective 1 - I I ill m inin i ated with tra¬ 
ditional travellers, especially with regard to degrading or 
denigratory treatment. Used by late-1980s —early 90s 
counterculture travellers uk r 999 

diddle noun 1 an 1 1 n 1 1 ill 1 1 11 I 1 1 1 n entional diddle' (to 
jerk from side ti - 2 mil- 1 I- -ption UK m3. 

3 gin uk 2003. ► on the diddle engaged In swindling. From 
diddle (a deception), on the model of on the fiddle (engaged in a; 
Ipftojf) Wt 2CCI 

diddle vert 1 (from th male [ pecti I 1 - sex us, iszo. 2 to 
masturbate us. ms. 3 to swindle c / k ; im. 4 to cheat us, 1972. sin 
computing, t< 6 in computing, to 

work half-heartedly us, 1991. ► diddled by the dirty digit of 
destiny adversely affected by fate IS 1977 
diddler noun 1 the penis us mo. 2 a child molester us u/l 
diddling noun 

chronic borrowi ng uk im 

diddling Miss Daisy noun in 1 fen 1 1 1a turbation After the 

1989 film Driving Miss Daisy UK 2m 
diddly noun anything at all. An abbreviation of diddly-shit US, raw 
diddlybopper; diddybopper; dittybopper; diddley bop; diddy 

bop noun a street thug us, ms 
diddly-dick noun nothing at all us, 1972 
diddly-dum adjective fine, good uk 197$ 
diddly-shit; diddly-squat noun anything of nothing at all us. ms 
diddums noun 1 used by adults for soothing and consoling babies 
and very young children; hence, a chMshgendearment uk ism. 

2 used for offering heavily sarcastic mock-sympathy to an adult or 
•filer child and deride childish behaviour or for suggesting that 
such behaviour Or attitude %£l®£}i&h Adapted from the nonsense: 
endearment used to soothe very young children This nonsense is 
expandable 'diddurrss dcodums aumpfmg den’ uk ism 
diddy noun 1 m used when 

speaking with smal children Also variant 'didee' Australia, ms. 

2 the female breast or nipple Recorded in use in Glasgow and 
Australia uk 1991. 3 a fool; used as a mild insult Glasgow slang, 
from ihe previous sense, and therefore a tit uk ms. 4 a gypsy. A 
familiar diminutive of didicoi in #lf| variant spellings. Can be 
further reduced to 'didut* @53 

diddy adjective smal >1 comedian Ken 

Dodd (b.1927) uk, i96s 

diddy around; diddy about verb to foSl arpund. From diddy (a 

fool) Ut&BmMh 1985 ' ' T' 

diddy bag; ditty bag noun a small bag issued to soldiers for 
carrying their personal effects us 1947 
diddy bop verb to take part in gang fights us 1955 
diddybopper noun 1 mill ml tiou I i< I erson who rejects 
black culture and embraces the dominant while culture (A mo 
>see: DIDDLYBOPPER 

diddy-dum slinger noun a radar operator us, im 
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Diddys | dig ir 


Diddys noun in the entertainment industry, per diems. A back for¬ 
mation, from per diem to the initials PD to the initials of rap 
singer P DiddyUSeaw 

didee noun e' Australia. m 7 

didge noun price or cost. A corruption of 'digits' us, raw 
didgy noun 1985 

didgy adjective 1 nervous, unsettled. Possibly from edgy (nerves on 
edge) uk. 1999 . 2 digital uk Scotland, ms 
didi; dee-dee verb to leave From the ietname e word di (goodbye) 
adapted by US soldiers during the war and made into a verb us. 


didicoi; diddicoi noun gypsy; Romany, half-breed gypsy uk m. 
didj; didgnoun r did il tn Australian A i inal instrument) 

AUSTRALIA, 1919 

didn’t oughter noun a daughter. Rhyming slang uk 1977 
dido noun 1 mischief a prank us. it »z. 2 a petty complaint filed 
against a police officer by a superior us, ms 
did you ever?; did you ever! would you believe it! uk, isi 7 
die verb 1 to want something very much uk 1709. 2 in roller derby, to 
fall after an e ► die for a tie 

used as a humorous sobriquet for General MacArthur's prediction 
that the war in Korea would end in a stalemate unless he were 
given approval to attack China us cm. ► die in the arse; die in 
the bum to tn 1 UH ► die on the law on 

the railways, to work the maximum allowed by the Hours of 
Service Act os, cm. ► die on your arse of a comedian, to fail to 
entertain uk 2004. ► die the death of an entertainer, especially a 
comedian, to meet with a complete lack of response from an 
audience OR mu. ► die with your boots on to die while tn 
act ► to die for 

die; dye noun a diazepam (trade name Valium™) tablet, used as an 
anti-anxiety agent us. 19% 

die before me! 1 ei fora n ledging that someone has said 
exactly what you said at the same time trinidad and tobago, mz 
Diefenbaker meat noun canned meat distributed to the poor 
' Airing the years Ighfr Diefenbaker was prime minister (late 1950s- 
ftfid 60S) CANADA, 1M7 

Diefenbunker noun he ecure II it helte r high Canadian 
government officials to use in case of national disaster Canada, ms 

diener noun >see: deaner 

die on the floor, seven at the door; on the floor, hit the 
door in casino craps, used as a prediction that the next roll after a 
dice has bounced onto (the floor will be a seven us, m3 
dies noun tablets of diazepam, an anti-anxiety agent with central 
nervous System, depressant properties us, 1997 
diesel noun 1 ibbreviation of 

diesel dyke tty 1959. 2 71 man with a great physique os, 1993. 3 prison 
tea. Probably suggestive of the taste or appearance UKsme. 

4 heroin uk 1996 

diesel adjective projectin in 1 1 I ugh image. Originally 

applied tora lesbjpgjype, the diesel dyke, then to a broader field 


diesel digits noun lannel I 1 1 itizer I ind radio, favoured by 
truckers us, 19ze 

diesel dork noun a large pen&tS 1994 

diesel dyke; diesel dike no™ a strong, forceful, aggressive lesbian 


diesel fitter; diesel noun slang uk 1992 

diesel therapy noun ome prisoner 

from prison to prison us, 1996 

diesonoun a diesel mechanic An Australian addition to the slang of 
the South Pole Antarctica, isez 


diff noun 1 difference us im. 2 a differential in a motor vehicle 
AUSTRALIA, 1941 

diffabitterance noun used as a humorous replacement for 'bit of 
difference’’ us, 1 $2T 

difference noun 1 notice. Jocular; usually phrased as 'no-one took a 
blind bit of difference' us 2001. 2 any weapon used in a fight or 
■tdmevs, 1950 

different adjective 11 ft! 1 li 1 1 | ia imi ml recherche uk 

1912. ► different strokes for different folks different things 
please different people. Singer Syleena 'Syl' Johnson released the’ 
song 'Different Strokes' (J. Cameron and J. Zachary) with this line 
in it in 1967; Sly and the Fanmly. StOne's 1968 mega-hit 'Everyday 
People' jjpiBt’.the phrase on the map us. 1966 
differs noun difference, Anglo-Irish' I959 
diffy noun a car or truck’s differential Nt it zt aland. 1956 
dig noun 1 a punch 1 I Exter the 1 ent nal sense of'poke' 
uk 2001. 2 a jibe, an insult, a taunt uk mu. 3 an Australian or New 
Zealand soldier of either world war. An abbreviation of digger. 
Commonly used as form of address to such a soldier. Later also a 
friendly form of address to any man, andlnow generally only used 
to men of an age In have fought in a world wai Australia, cm,. 4a 
form of male address A shortening of digger Australia, 1916. san 
archaeological excavation, an archaeological expedition uk isss. 6 in 
cricket, an innings Australia 1 a 7 an injection of a drug uk 2000. 

8 ir volleybal, contact with the ball below the waist us, razz. 9a 
fisherman's stretch or 'area' of water Australia, 1953. 10 a drag 
racing event us 1993 >see.- dig in the grave 

dig verb 1 to like, to appreciate us, 1950. 2 to understand us 1934. 3 to 
bother, to concern Australia, cm. 4 to inject a drug Intravenously, 
especially heroin uk cm. 5 in handball, to hit a low ball before it 
strikes the floor us raze. 6 in surfing, ir; paddle energetically us m3. 
► dig a drape ted by a 

Toronto news; ► dig for gold to pick 

your nose us zone ► dig horrors 

tro ► dig out your eye to swindle; to cheat 

trinidad and tobago, 1935. ► dig the man a neat ditch in oil 

drilling, to perform inyj II ► dig with the left 

foot be a Catholic irtland. mu. ► dig with the right foot to be 

I.. I- II Will"' in If ' I IM III I I" i 

► dig with the wrong foot to be a 

Catboffe Canada, ms 

dig-away noun 

Digby chicken noun a smoked, salted small herring. Digby is a 
fishing port on the west (Fundy) shore of Nova Scotia Canada, 1995 
dig down verb to demolish Barbados, 19m 
digger nouni 2 itralian or New 

Zealand soldier of eitherwbrld war. Also extended to soldiers 
fighting in other military conflicts such as the Korean and 
Vietnam wars, Originally applied only to infantry soldiers of World 
War 1 who spent much time digging and maintaining trenches. A 
term of high approbation Australia, 1916. 3 by extension, a term of 
male address Australia, 1920. 4 an undertaker us. las. sa person 
Who buys a large number of tickets to a popular entertainment 
and resells the tickets 10 a broker us, 1927. 6 a member of the 
Digger hippie counterculture support-network. Named fof'l'mid- 
C17 English seel that practised agrarian communism us, me. 7a 
pickpocket, especia ya clumsy one us, 1931. 8 a (ace-first fall us. cm. 

9 10 . car us 1993. 

11 the grade 'D' us 1968 

diggety used in various combinations for expressing surprise or 
pleasure us. 192s 

diggidy noun marijuanat*i 2001 

digging for worms noun varicose vein surgery. Medical slang, 
Obvious imagery Wtme. 
diggings noun lodgings us, rsaz 
diggity noun heroin UK, 2003 
diggys noun d^tE^'.s.cafejU/C 1999 


diet pill noun 1 1 imphe mine tabl Fr< nth irug iciation dig in verb 1 to eat heartily uk 1912. 2 from a standstill, to accelerate a 
with weight-loss us, razz car suddenly, making the tyres squeal on the road us, 1951 
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dig in the grave; dig noun , h - h it hug Australia, mi 
digit noun a number chosen as a bet in an illegal policy bank lottery 

digital manipulation noun i i I- n - i ilution. A simple 

pun using computer technology us, 2001 
digithead noun a person whose enthusiasm for mathematics or 
computers is never hidden us 1994 
digits noun a number us. ms 

digits dealer noun an operator of an illegal numbers policy lottery 

dignity noun the vagina. A political coinage us, ms 
dig out noun help getting out of a difficult situation Ireland, 1995 
dig out verb 1 make a real 

effort. Military usage ok ws7. 2 10 taunt, 10 insult uk ms. 3 in 
IRidrftg, t®-start fast us isfi 

digs noun 1 lodging I 1 1 m, flat r house An abbreviation of 

ffe earlier (1830s) 'diggings’. In the UK theatrical 'digs' have a long 
and colourfijl history with mist venues-still providing a 'diiit-tisf 
for touring players uk m3. 2 a jotigfe 7973 
dig up; dig out verb to research-and discover; or find and sfetaln uk, 

dig you later used as a farewell us, 1947 
dik adjective 1 stupid erive 11 ni lite I Afrikaans sense as 
'thick' south Africa 1978. 2 tired of something or someone. Often 
In the expression 'to be dik of south Africa me. 3 heavy, beefy 
big, fat, powerfully built From Afrikaans sOuzkafr/ca 1970 
dikbek noun a sulky or surly person ■ rom Afrikaans for ‘thick beak' 
SOUTH AFRICA, 1970 

dike noun stolen brass or copper sold as scrap us nso >see: dyke 
dike verb in computing, to remove or disabe something Derived 
from the sense of “dikes’ as 'diagonal cutters used in electrical 
work’ 

dilberry noun a foci NFW 2 (M 4 in'Uiias 

Dilbert noun 1 f the math¬ 

ematics and probabilities associated with the game but a poor set 
of playing skills us 1996. 2 a blunder us, 1944 
dilbert verb to di ih e an empl il I nee optimism. From 

‘ fie experiences of Dilbert the eponymous anti-hero OF the Dilbert 
■_$amic im 

dildo noun a despicable, offensive or dim-witted person us, 19m 
DILF noun a sexuall ittr hi 1- hi iriation of milf (a 
sexually appealing mother); an acronym of'dad fd like ttftfcek' us. 

dill noun 1 a fool. Back-formation from dillv (foolish) Australia. 1941. 

2 the penis AUSfiMLiA, 19m 

dillberries noun excreta that cling to anal or pubic hair. The original 
'sftet|pg was 'dilberries’-tti »i 
dill-brain noun a sirniPleton-^/Sf?@(t/A 1975 
dill-brained adjective foo\isb Australia, iss. 
dill-dock noun a diftsss tats- 
dillhole noun 111 ill li li I persi in us 1997 
dilligaf do I look /Ike / give a fuck? Collected as police slang us. 1999 
dill piece noun the.penis us, 2001 

dillpot; dillypot; dill noun a fool Rhyming:slang for twot, possibly 
from duly (silly) Australia, 1941 

dilly noun 1 an excellent 1 mar II hing 1 lerson Usually used 
in a sarcastic sense us, 1908 2 a capsule of Di audid™, a synthetic 
••'mdkjygne used by heroin addicts tryiflg:|0 break their habitt® »» 
Dilly nickname Piccadilly, an area of central London. The area around 
Piccadilly Circus was a popu at ocation ior street-walkers and 
polari-speaking male prostitutes uK m s 
dilly adjective ill l li I I III n dillp it i fool) or more 
likely as the firsl recording of 'dilly' predates 'dillpot' by 35 years, 
■Simple jibing slang Australia, 1905 


dilly bagnoun hi ler II n ill 1 irryin dd and ends. 
From dilly a traditional Australian Aboriginal woven bag, from the 
Australian Aboriginal language YagaraA ustralia, tm 
dilly-bags adjective y. An elaboration of bags 

AUSTRALIA, 195$' 

dilly boy noun a oung male pi itute The dilly (Piccadilly Circus) 
is (perhaps was) renowned .is a centre for male prostitution uk, 1979 
dilly-dally verb I II ice 1 te time A reduplication of 
conventional 'dally' (to loiter) uk mi 
dillzy noun the penis A variation on 'dilly' (penis) us. 1999 

dim noun^^night-tVSfilllbtWS, 7944 

dim adjective unintelligent An antonym for the intellectually bright 
dimbanoun in 1 ini 1 1 fr m t Afri 1 - iriation of djambauk 

dimbo noun >see: dimmo 

dime noun 1 ten 1 I 2 hundred dollars us, wss. 3 one 

thousand dollars us 7974 4tenyears;a ten-year prison sentence us, 
1967. sa pretty girl A product of a one-to-ten scale for rating 
beauty, with ten being the best; thus an updated way of saying 'a 

► on a dime 

dime verb to betray, to inform on us. mo 

dime-a-dip dinner noun a funtraislng, meal us, m? 

dime a dozen adjective used of anything hi very plentiful supply us. 


dime bag; dime noun ten dollars us, mo 

dime-dropper noun a police informant us, im 
dimelow; dinelow; dinelo noun a foi>l, ar 0 r: uk 190a 

dime-nickel noun a 105mm wheeled cannon capable of shooting 
shells at a high angle ufe,i *»7 
dime note noun a ten-dQllar wd^-US 193s 

dime paper noun ten dollars worth of a powdered drug, especially 
.ftproin us 

dime special; dime noun crack cocaine us, 7998 
dime-stacking noun a syslei 1 fkee; ngtracl 1 irinks not rung up 
on a bar's cash register, en; bling the bartendei 1.0 calculate the 
•arftount that can be safely embezzled at the end of the shift us. 

dime store noun 1 II items us, ms. 2 a 

smalt casino tx gambling establishment with: low-stakes games us 

dime’s worth noun hi ( iriab ) mount of le in that is sufficient 
to cause death UK m 

dimmo; dimbo noun a stupid person Canada. 1977 
Dimmo; Dimo noun a Greek. From the pronunciation of ‘Demo’, 
short for Demosthenes, a very common given-name among 

dimp noun a cigarette-end. Originally military, then vagrants uk 1940 
dimple noun a derrt on body us W7 
dimps noun a small amount of money, tobacco or other prison 
currency uk J 996 

dimwit noun 1 dim (not very bright) 

dimwitted adjective stupid, slow. The quality of a dimwit 1 is. 1940 
Dinah noun d 1 unite 1 in 1 I erin us, 7949 
dinarly; dinarla; dinaly; dinah; dinarleenoun money Ultimately 
from Latin dinarii into Ita 1:111 01 Sp; nish, via lingua franca to 
parleyaree; or, pehaps Larin dinarius, into Persian and wider Arabic 
dinar (various coins), via gypsy; thence general Cockney usage and 
adoption as part of the polari vocabulary uk, mi 
din-din noun dinner; a meal. Chi dren's vocabulary uk ms 
din-dins noun a meal. A variation of din-din uk teed 
dine noun dynamite US m2 
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dine | dinkied up 


dine verb ► dine at the Y; eat at the Y - [ i oral sex arta 
woman. Thd?jf|f an .effective pictogram for the groin of a woman 

dine and dash verb to leave i restaurant thout paying your bill us 

dine in verb rather than communally. 

Hence the derivatives 'diner-ln' and 'dining in' us feo 
ding noun i the pern 2i>r l jtt I - h rtening of dinger 

Australia, 1957. 3 a party, especia ly a wild party. A shortening of 
wingding Australia 1956. 4 marijuana us. 1954. 5 a dent, scratch, 
scrape or rip us, mis. 6 the expenses incurred in operating a 
carnival concession us ms. 7a mentally unstable person. A 
shortened form of dingbat us. nut 8 a quasi-coercive request for 
money us, ws2 

Ding noun an Italian; a Greek MTSfitAtjA, ism 
ding verb i to ph> i ly bea mother person this meaning is 
attributed by the Oxford English Dictk>nciry to dialectal use in East 
Anglia uk 1688. 2 to dent, scratc h, sc rape or rip us is®. 3 in circus 
and carnival usage, to borrow us i98i. 4 to reject us >965. 5 to 

ni 6 II letnam war usage us, 799/. 7 to name for a 

duty or responsibility Military w >984 
dingage noun d it 11 i t sur rd or a urf elated injury us 199; 
ding-a-ling noun 1 the penis A pet-name; 'dangle' (penis, also 
conventionally 'to hang down'), compounds with the nursery word 
'ding-dong' (the ringing of a bell), to give an image of testicles as 
bells and penis as a dangling bell-rope. Ongfapy black usage, the 
success of Berry's 1972 recording of a twenty-year-old sprigs 
made this term widely accessible us 1952. 2 a fool us >935 


dingleberries noun 1 the female breasts uk mo. 2 the splattered 
molten particles near a weld us >974 
dingleberry noun 1 1 glob of dried f ;s at umulated on anal 
hairs. Although tlfs. sense is not the earliest recorded sense of the 
word, it is probably the origina sense us iw. 2 a despicable 
person us 1924. 3 a military decoration us >953 
dingleberry hone noun in 1 rr mechani h 1 ie (a tool used to 
enlarge and smooth the inside of .1 hole) that uses a silicon 
carbide ball attached to spring-like Wires that flex us >993 
dinglebody noun a foo ish, simple person us. 7957 
dingle-dangle noun the penis uk 1937 

dinglefuzzy noun used in place of a person’s name which has been 
forgotten us 19® 

ding list noun in An lie college nder lang a notional list of 
boys whom the keeper of the list does not like us, m3 

dingnuts! 

euphemism for 'bollocks!' An elaboration of nuts! uk i. 

dingonouni 1 ii II 1 1 1 11 1 | 1 il le person. From 

'dingo' the Australian native dog, to which the attributes of 
cowardice andtreachery-have long been applied by 

white people Australia, m 9. 2 an Australian m wZealand, 21x12 
► turn dingo on 1 I-in nr ue \ustraua, 1945 
dingo verb 1 to behave in i treacherou 1 ill/manner 
Australia. 195 :,. 2 lo rat Hie . especially in cancel a date or romantic 
Issignation. tftfrf slang ox; 2003 

dingo’s breakfast noun an act of urination and a good look round; 
no breakfast at allAOSTW-'M. ms 


ding-a-ling adjective fooISlriiaty us >959 

dingbat noun 1 an odd, jfcafch or eccentric person us is? 9. 2 used as 
a (euphemistic) replacement>% any noun the user cannot or will 
not name. Perhaps this sense is the inspiration for the selection of 
symbols that comprise the Dingbats typeface us 1923. 3 a daredevil 
motorcyclist uk 1979. ► go like a dingbat go fast uk mz. ► mad 
as a dingbat 3 to delirium 

trettietts Australia, m2 

dingbats noun delirium tremens 1911 

dingbats adjective 1 2 stupid, 

foolish AUSWttkj, 1950 
ding-ding noun a crazy persofros 1970 

dingdong noun 1 the penis us 7944. 2 a sing-song. Rhyming slang for 
'a song' uk i960. 3 a gas-powered railway coach used on a branch 
line us 1945. 4 a heated quarrel uk 1922. 5 a party. Extended from 
the sense as 'a singsong’ at isx 
ding-dong verb to telephone us, 1973 

ding-dong adjective 1 of top quality; grebfe m 2(of 

a fight, competition, etc) hard fought Australia, 1924 
ding-dong bell; ding-dong noun hell. Rhyming slang, used orig¬ 
inally by World Wat 2 Royal Ad I orce uk. mi 
dingenouni a black person. Derogatory, from conventional 'dingy' 
(dark) (A ms. 2 a member of any dark-skinned race. Adopted from 
the US meaning 'tibftck person'. Nofc|ilso, that during World 
War 2 Royal ftif force bombing crews used 'the dinge' 'for the 
blackout' uxAifi 

dinged adjective hi I 111 1 il 1 - 11- 1 il late Pronounced 

with a hard 'g'. From the conventional (if archaic) use 


dinged up adjective battered Australia, 1979 

dinge queen noun a while 11 m exual man ho finds black men 
attractive; a black homosexual man us, 7964 
dinger noun 1 tf 2 an extraordinary 

thing or person An abbreviation of humdinger us 1809. 3 a railway 
yardmaster us >939. 4 a sniper us 1972. 5 a burglar alarm, especially 
an intentionally visitfe one us, 1931 
dinghy nouni 2 penis Bahamas, m2 

dingle adjective (of weather) good Antarctica, rasa 


ding string noun ci I attache I id- ind his surfboard. The 
cord has the effect of reducing damage to the board after the 
surfer fells off Os mi 

ding team noun a scout and sniper iWbrkihg together us, 1997 
dingus nouni the penis (A im. 2 an artificial penis us >957. 3 used 
for identifying a thing, the correct name of which escapes the 
speaker or is not important in context; a gadget, a contraption-us; 
7876. 4 an eye-dropper used in makeshift drug-injection equipment 

ding ward noun a h 11 I rd r the mer I ly infirm us, mi 
dingy noun a police van us tm* 
dingy adjective eccentric, odd us sf?: 

dink nouni a per n from uth Asia nil 111 later use, a 
Vietnamese person. Possibly Australian rhyming slang, formed on 
chink (a Chinese person). It was adopted by the US military in 
Vietnam in 1967 Australia, mss. 2 a partner in a relationship that 
fpnfbe defined as 'double (of dual) /ncome, ha kids', that is a 
couple, with two jobs and, no‘children; or as ah adjective applied to 
the couple. An acronym us, ms 3 a clueless, unaware person us 
4 s 11 volleyba , a tap of the ball after a 

faked hitting of the ball downward with great force (A 1972. 6 a lift 
on a bicycle or, fafifldflyvd horse Australia, 1934 
dink verb to give someone a lift on a bicycle or, formerly, a horse. 
British dialect had dink (to dangle a baby) and this may be the 
origin, febi is h^y'conclusiv#sS$fft4UA 1932 
dink adjective genuine; true; honest Anbreviation of dinkum Australia, 


dink around verb 1 II 1 e timeus, >978 
dinki-di; dinky-die adjective genuine An intensified variation of 
dinkum, often associated with nationalistic values Australia, 191s 
dinkie; dinky noun if can be defined 

as 'double (or dual), income no kids (yetV, that is a couple with 
two jobs and'ftfi Childrem alteiSn adjective applied to the couple 

dinkie dow noun 1 Vietnam war to 

mean 'off.the wall' (crazy) - which was ascribed to marfjqailj,,' 
locally-grown or imported by the soldiers. The LfS servicemen 
went home in 1975 and took the word with them us. 79® 
dinkied up adjective smartened up, made ivelyux msi 
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dink pack noun a six-pack of beer 1 he word 'dink' is so close to 
'dinky' that it seems to refer to the six-pack as less than a 'real' 

Stox of beer: a twelve pf ittwo-four Canada, mi 
dink tank noun a condom. Combines dink (the penis) with an 
appropriate container uk isbs 

dinkum adjective i nii ii 2 in,| genuine Originally 

meaning 'work', or 'an allotted amount of work', 'dinkum' comes 
from the Lincolnshire and Derbyshire diaects of Britain. The 
phrase fair dinkum was recorded from north Lincolnshire in 1881 
and first recorded in Australia in 1890. The conjecture that it is 
from Cantonese dim kum (real gold), said to have been introduced, 
by Chinese misers during the gold rush (1860s), cannot be trija’ 
since itffejkto explain how a Chinese mining term could have 
made its way to the British midlands Australia isos. 3 honest; 
upstandingA0S7R4UA m2 

dinkum adverb re ill ru honestl t tralia, 1915 
dinkum Aussie pe 1 I mi ill those things seen as 
characteristically Australian Australia, m 
dinkum oil noun reliable Information Australia, ms 
dinky nouni d on Dinky 

Toys uk, ism. 2 an old, dilapidated car I rom the older, more 
common meaning (a kite) trinidadand tobago, 1986. 3 an electric 
tram with controls at each end us 1923. 4 a small railway engine 
used for yard switcSHg ps ms 

dinky adjective 1 small, unassuming us, ms. 2 neat, spruce, dainty uk, 
i/so. 3 of music, pleasant, easy-listening uk, 1976. 4 wildly 
enthusiastic, crazy us t e 5 fair; honest Australia, 1941 
dinky dau adjective crazy From 1 he elr me.se (or 'off the walk. 
Vietnam war usage us J9® 

dinky-di; dinky-die; dinki-di adjective real; genuine; true; hostst; 

AUSTRALIA, 1962 

dinky dows noun i 1992 

dinky inky noun in television and flm-making, a low watt spotlight 

US 1990 

dinners noun the female breasts us, 1 953 
dinny noun the vagina Bahamas, m2 

dinnyhayser noun 1 lent hing 1 >er 1 From boxer Dinny 
Hayes NEW ZEALAND. 199$ 

dinnyhayzer noun knockout blow. 

Commemorates the pugilist Dinny Hayes Australia, 1907 

dinosaur noun 1 1 person h II 1.ered to be out of 

date, or both us mo. 2 an older heroin user us 2002. 3 any 
computer that requires raised'flooring and,a indicated power 
source t ||,mi 

dinosaur juice noun petrol, gasoliflptS, jots 
dinosaurs noun a type of LSD Wo 2003 

dip noun 1 a pickpocket US, mm 2 a short swim UK m3. 3 a foolish 
person us, m2. 4diphtheria; a patient suffering from diphtheria 
and, therefore, classified by disease Medical uk ms 5 crack 
cocaine us, 1994. 6 a member oi the Diplomatic Service uk ms. 7 a 
cigarette that has been dipped n emba ming 1 uid uk 2003. 8from 
a male perspective, a swift act of sexual intercourse uk jots. 9an 
Injection of a narcotic its n.o. 10 a pinch of chewing tobacco; the 
chewing tobao H 11 I ps! (lights out!) 

uk 1947 ► on the dip er 11 ick[ keting us. 1949 
dip verb 1 to pick pockets uk «v. 2 to display an inappropriate 
interest in another prisoner s business us 1976. 3 to eavesdrop us 
1987. 4to fail in the commission of a crime, especially theft or 
robbery Australia, 1975. 5 to hurry us 19.17. 6 to swerve through traffic 
on a bicycle Bermuda ms. 7 to use chewing tobacco us, 2001. 8 to 
leave us m3. ► dip south to ear 1 ou 1 ickets for money new 
Zealand, 2002. ► dip your left eye in hot cocky shit! get 
stuffed) Australia, S172 ► dip your lid to raise one’s hat as a 
polite gesture Although no longer in common use since the 
wearing of hats went out of fashion after World War 2, it is still 
used occasionally Australia, ms. ► dip your wick to have sex uk. 


dip-dunk noun ; who Is not in 

the know us, im 
diphead noun a social outcast US; 
diplomacy noun ieceptl n dtubago ms 

diply noun a socially inept outcast us ises 

dip out verb 1 to come off worse; to miss out on an opportunity; to 
fail uk 1987. 2 to back out of Australia, m . 3 (used of a member of 
crack cocaine-selling crew) tt3 ®emove-iBiall amounts of crack 
the vials for sale, for later personal use us, 1994. 4 on a bird¬ 
watching trip, to flij'to see feobject of the quest U& ptt 
dipper noun a pickpocket uk, 1 m 
dipping noun picking pockets uk jss 2 

dippy adjective foolish, pPjfiWe, silty US 1899 

dippy dog noun a deep-fried battered frankfurter on a stick Australia, 


dipshitnoun a pei nofno 1 equence n< 1 intelligence us, m2 
dipshit adjective rffer e, ir n ju ntial la kin in intelligence us 

dip shop noun in Hu tset i ih ine i smal finance company 
with very high interest rates that will offei onus 10 customers who 
siight not otherwise qualify for financing ® wxs 
dipso noun i pe ' 1 ir 1 mi from nun nt Tollable urge to 
drink. An abbreviated 'd/psomaniac' uk jsso 

dipso adjective drunk UK, 2003 

dip squad noun ij dice ..targe | kp< kets Formed on 

dip (a pickpocket) UK, 19# 

dipstick noun 1 the penis us 1973. 2 an inept fool, an idiot. A 
euphemistic dipshit; possibly punning on the synonymous sense 
of prick. In the UK, usage was popularised by BBC television situ¬ 
ation comedy On/y foo/s and Horses, first broadcast in 1981 os; 

dipstick verb tn m 11- ibstr qualitie 1 omeone or something. 
From the device its# to measure the depth of oil in a car's 
engine; thus a play isn 'take the measure i 2003 
dipsy noun a gambling-ct$3fcus tsso 

dipsy-doodle noun 1 II jargon us t 989. 

2 a long, end-around-end skid us m2 
dipwad noun an inept outcast-® tsx 

dire adjective objectionable, unpleasant. A trivialisation of the conven- 

direct action noun >ne, that may 

lead to arrest us jsm 
dirge noun a Dodge truck Us. -gfI;' 

dirk nouni 2 

unacceptable person us. im 

dirt noun 1 a man or group of men who will prey upon homosexuals 
us, 1927. 2 gossip, criticism, rumour us mm 3 heroin. Slightly less 
judgmental than 'shit'us j 973. 4 marijuana us ms. 5 a tobacco 
cigarette; o ; , 6 a trump card, epecially when played 
in- 1-II 1 ► down in the dirt (used of flying) close 

.'US the ground us m7. ► have the dirt on someone to know 
some scandal about someone or something; to have the news 
about someone or something uk mm ► in the dirt in trouble. 
Euphemistic for in the shit uk 1954 
dirt adverb very uk mi 

dirtbag noun 1 2 a prisoner 

with poor personal hygeine us 1 989 
dirtball noun 1 In I 1 leper in us 1974 
dirt bike noun a 11 1 I 1 1 for off-road use us razos? 

dirtbird noun a contemptible individual I rom the skua and its habit 
of forcing olfiff'tirds to regurgitatetheir stomach content?; 

fggWNP, J996 


dirtboxnoun the anus; the rectum uk. 
dirtbud noun a despicable person us, 19 
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dirt chute | dirty up 


dirt chute noun the rectum vs. ?s# 
dirt-dobber noun a farmer; an unsophisticated rustic us, m / 
dirt farm noun the mythical source of gossip us, 19so 
dirt grass noun marijuana of inferior quality us, 1971 

dirties noun ws* 

dirt nap noun death us, mi 

dirt road noun the jm? and rectum us, 1922 

dirt surfer noun who has 

abandoned any pretence of persona) hygiene or grooming us 1994 

Dirt Town nickname M 

dirt-tracker noun a member of a touring sports learn who is not 
selected for the major events new Zealand, 2001 
dirt weed noun low quality marijuana us, 1 997 

dirty noun ► do the dirty to have sex us,) ► do the dirty on 

someone 

>see: DIRTY DICK 

dirty verb ► to dirty your Christmas card in fipfjSe racing, to fail 
dramatically and suffer a great loss of reputation Australia, rear 
dirty adjective 1 guilty us. 1927. 2 in possession of drugs ttf pther 
contraband us, 192 3 in urine testing, containing drug metabolites 
us, mo. 4 infected with a sexual v transmitted infection us, 2000 
s angry, upset, annoyed Australia, 1972. 6 in betting on horse racing, 
said of a day of races that has produced wins for gamblers and 
losses for bookmakers Australia, 1989. 7 descriptive of electricity 
with unstable voltage IfiSttauses problems with computers us, 1991. 
8 of an aircraft, with undercarriage down and flaps suitably aligned 
inip^rtftfly .as slowly as possible uk 
dirty advert especially of 

adjectives of size uk rssw 

dirty air noun 1 r 1 the race track us 

dirty anal noun 1 ene in | 11 raphi fill 1 1 1 photogiaph 
depicting anal sex where traces of faeces are visible on that which 
is.being inserted anally »199s 
dirty and rude adjective nude. Rhyming slang uk. m2 
dirty arm noun and infections 

resulting from intravenous drug use us, 1992 
dirty barrel noun il le ge 1 I if ) person infected with a sexually 
transmitted disease usyjm 

dirty basing noun crack cocaine I he drug is cheaper and less pure 
than freebase cocain euK ms 

dirty beast noun ng slang uk, 190s 

dirty bird noun Old Crow™ whisky us. 1970 

dirty boogie noun a sexually suggestive dance us. m9 

dirty case noun 

surgeons discover an infection us, rear 

dirty-dance verb anally sexual 

manner us, 1994 


dirty daughter noun /eral terms 

that have 'daughter' as the common (dispensible) element uk 1901 
Dirty Den noun 1 | 1 Rhymir 11 rme n the popular 

nickname of a character in BBC television's EastEnders) the 
villainous Dennis Watts, who appeared in the first episode, 
broadcast 19th February 1985, was nicknamed by the tabloid press 


dirty Dick; the dirty noun Rhyming slang 

for NICK UK 1992 

Dirty Dicksnoun 1 nil exuall ransmitted diseases in a 
military or other service hospital. A purr-on DicKfthep&sis) 

CANADA, 1984 

dirty-dirty nickname the fsqufiem United States Lis 

dirty dish noun r I ... slang v istralia, 2002 

dirty dishes noun evidence planted by police or investigators to 
incriminate someone us im 


dirty dog noun a despicable or untrustworthy person, a lecher uk, 

dirty dog nickname the Greyhound: V® 7 

dirty dupe noun n television and film-making, a crude, black and 
white, working-print us, 1990 

dirty end of the stick noun an ujsj§ir position to be in, or 
inequitable treatment uk jw 

dirty girl noun med sterile 

and who is available for tasks that do not require disinfecting us. 

Dirty Half Mile nickname a section of the Sydney inner-city suburb 
of Kings Cross noted for prostitution and vice Australia, 1934 
dirty laundry noun embarrassing information tfS m 
dirty leg noun a woman ml >se ral more r common 
prostitute us, me 

dirty leper; dirt noun pepper Rhymin 11 1 bably suggested or 

Informed by the appearance of ground black pepper uk 1992 

dirty look noun 

dirty mac; dirty mackintosh noun used as a generic description 
for any man who habitually resorts to sex-shops, strip-clubs and 
purchase of 'top-shelf publications!^ was. 

dirty mac brigade noun ented older 

dirty mack verb m peat insult 1 1 I slander us, 1999 

dirty money noun 1 n " 1 id 1 1 Hi pro d of crime, especially 

money that can be traced. Curly Money (Un Flic) is a crime drama 
in which a policeman targets a drug-smuggling operation, directed 
by Jean-Pierre Melville, 1972 uk 2003. 2 extra pay for very dirty work. 
An employment issue uk. me 
dirty movie noun 1 ial or pornographi Im us, 1*9 

dirty old man nouni a Mi lot especiall in I lie-aged or older 

man with sexual appetites considered more appropriate in 
someone younger. Given impetus in the UK in the late 1960s - 
early 70s by television comedy series Steptoe and Son uk 1932. 

2 any homosexual man older than the homosexual male speaker 


dirty on adjective angry with Australia, ms 
dirty pool noun unfair tactics From the game of pool us 1940 
dirty Sanchez noun 1 1 iaubin 11 irtner's upper lip 

with a 'moustache’ of In;- 01 her faeces I his appears to have been 
contrived with an intention to provoke shock rather than actually 
as a practice, although, no doubt, some have experimented. The 
use of a Mexican name merely suggests the shape of a drooping 
(TiObsttcfie ajs 

dirty side nickname the eastern coast of the US US, raze 
dirty smoke noun marijuana uk, 2002 

dirty stack noun in a casino, a stack of betting tokens of different 
denominations us »© 

dirty stop-out noun 1 | - ' 1 I ' >en< n ire time than expected 
away from home in pursuit of pleasure. A jocular cliche when the 
stress on ’dirty' is admiring; may have an admonishing tone i$f 
used by parents, errf'stop-out is alaag%r,combined with a 
lllrsher adjective uk 

dirty thing noun | n wf I 1 amorous! 01 flirts saucily 
or unsubtly, especia ly with heavy innuendo. Originally used by 
adolescent girls or amotolii-boys uk mi 
dirty thirty noun 1 in the Vietr im 1 1 iier who had killed 

30 enemy soldiers us, 1991 2 the US Air I orce pilots who served as 
co-pilots with Vietnamese Airforce crews in 1963 and 1964 us 1990 
dirty tricks noun considered to be 

unfair us, 1963 

dirty tyke noun a bike, iflpning slang uk 1992 

dirty up verb 1 

book, play, etc) more sexually titillating uk 1974. 2 to modify a 
recording to make it sound more 'autKenfipf Sir 'raw' us, 19m 
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dirty water noun ► get the dirty water(s) off your chest (of a 

male) to ejaculate, either with a partner or as a sole practitioner 

dirty weekend noun i manti r se nil I enturous weekend 
(away from home) spent with your lover, or with your partner or 
spouse but without yeajtf childreiij%.r963 
dirty work noun hi i strip or se i n ements made to expose 

•fte vagina ofHsK 1 

dirty work at the crossroads noun illegal activity, especially if 

concealed m tm 

DIS noun death while in the saddle, or engaged in sexual Intercourse 


dis; diss verb i ily spirit, 

especially in a competitive rap battle us 2000. 2 to show disrespect, 
to disparage (A n,sv. 3 to release (from prison) An abbreviation of 
'd/scharge' us, m0 

disappear veil; 1 ill n n ind disi f the corpse in a 
manner that assures it will never be discovered. As a transitive 
verb, a favourite term - and practice - of right wing death squads 
and organis0ir}minal enterprises us, im 
dischuffed adjective I leased ided insulted Military usage uk 

disco noun i an e en lere a DJ pla re rded music for dancing. 
The ubiquitous post-wedding-breakfast or after-dinner 
entertainment; probably derives from the mobile discotheques 
which proliferated 'in-the 19apto take advantage of the then- 
fashionable disco scene uk i m. 2 a venue for dancing to recorded 
music. Abbreviated from 'cfecothdque' us cm. 3 by extension, a 
genre of dancemijsteus, tm 

disco adjective 1 oded us ecu 

2 acceptable, good I rom the film Pulp f iction us, 1995 
disco biscuit noun 1 a tablet of MDMA, the recreational drug best 
known as ecstasy. A heavily inonic identity for a fashionable dryjg. 
'disco’ as a nightclub for an earlier generation that didn't have 
ecstasy and hence, is-considered extremely unfashionable, plus 
'biscuitfifeme conventional sense of 'a basic supply (ship's biscuit) 
which can sustain life' In short 'MDMA brings life tSfctate' UK 
1996. 2 the recreational drug meth; qualone, best known as 
Quaaludes™, a tablet of methtqualone. From the popularity of the 
drug in the 1970sdisco-sceneu$ 
disco brick noun a kilogram of cocaine uk 2001 
disco burger noun a tablet of MDMA, the recreational drug best 
fepwri as ecstasy uk m6 

disco dancer noun 1 dii < 11 rtun dla rhyming slang for 
CHAN EF 2 II M II MIN I I - ILIA 19. 3 

disco dose noun a mild dose of LSD us, » 

disco dust noun cocaine uk 1999 


disco gun noun a Walther PP| pfjtol uk 1995 

disco move noun in 1 11 1 -11 1^ f 1 1- I I in ivice surfer us, 199/ 
discon noun the criminal charge of 'disorderly conduct' us, 1963 
disco queen noun 1 male 1 n >se ual who frequents discos. The 
title of a 1978 song by Pau Jabara glorifying the energy of the 
semi's hero u$ W9 

disgustitude noun the state of being disgusted us, 1990 


dish nouni 2 - the anus. 

Polari uk. ms. 3 gossip, especially when disp; raging, salacious 01 
scandalous. From the verb sense us, 1976. 4 on Prince Edward 
Island, an undefined amount of alcohol Canada, use. ► put on 
the dish to apply lubricant to the anus in preparation for anal 


dish verb to gossip, to disparage Original v 'dish the dirt' or 'dish out 
the dirt' us, mu ► dish soup A 1 ► dish the 

dirt; dish it to gossip indiscreetly or with slanderous intent US, 


Dl shack noun the 1 irtei here In 1 trud li /e and the on- 
duty instructor works us, 1991 


dish bitch noun it 1 1 1 1 111 1 h h n n location, relies 
on satellite communication for incoming information which is 
then included in that journalist's report ukms. 
dis-head; diss-head noun conform and show 

respect. Combines dis (to show disresped) with -head (an 
enthusiast) uS 2$o 

dishlicker noun 1 I especially a ra ing greyhound Australia, 1983 
dishonourable discharge noun ejaculation achieved, through 
rriaSSiiribatian Us, 1964 

dish out vert 1 to distribute rigina nilitar ind therefore used 
of food or medal 21 li 1 1 ibi 1 90s ►dishit 

out when fighting 01 arguing, to attack with punishing force us, 

► dish out the gravy; dish out the porridge of a judge, 
10 deliver ,1 severe sentence of imprisonment uk 1950 

dish queen noun il pleasure in 

gOSSip US 197 ®. 

dishragnoun a person or thing of no importance us, ra* 
dish rags noun in poker, poor carets;' 1996 
dishwasher noun a railway worker vh clean engine in 
roundhouse us, 1946 

dishwater noun poor quality >972 
dishwater diarrhoea noun a notional disease that plagues those 
/eltfCtahttQ'wash their dishes us m9 
dishy adjective sexually attractive. From dish (an attractive person) uk, 

disinfo noun disrPStmition uk 197 6 
disk drive noun the vagina ujCStM- 

dismant noun il 

equipment From ' dismantle ' south Africa, 1974 
dismo noun a fan in 11 1 enthusiast h never actually surfs us, 

1997 

Disneyland noun a prison with relaxed rules that ease the difficulty 
Of serving a sentence US, 1992 

Disneyland nickname 1 the Pentagon; military headquarters in 
Vietnam. A critical assessment of rea ity and fantasy in the military 
leadership us, car 2 the brothel district near An Khe, Vietnam, 
fie^r- : the 1st Cavalry Division bafftis; 19% 
Disneyland-on-the-Rideau nickname Nationall Defence 
Headquarters, on the Rideau Canal in Ottawa Canada, ms 
disobey verb ► disobey the pope 1 to masturbate. While this may 
be another ecumenical variation of bash the bishop (to 
masturbate), it is certainly a literal reaction to the Catholic view of 
•Onanism. It is also theoretically possible, to 'plelsp'ftie pope' uk 
2001. 2 to have sex. Here the use of frowned-upon contraception 
seems to be implied us, 2001 

dispatchers noun in I n 1 1 1 heme, improperl 
marked iticeoK sen 

dispersal noun n pri n, the m 1 11 1 1 ng Category A 
prisoners by sending them to one of six high-security prisons, 
rather than concentrating them all irt™« maximum-security' 
facility w, 2000 

distress verb 10 AND TOBAGO, 


dis war noun an exchange of quasi iend insults as part of a rap 
battle; a war of words. Extended from dis (to show disrespect) us, 


dit noun a tale, a yarn. Origin unknown Australia, 1942 
ditch noun 1 the sea, the ocean; the Atlantic Ocean, the English 
Channel. Generally used with 'the' uk mi. 2 the antecubial vein 
inside the bend of the elbow, often used for injecting drugs 14) 
1968. 3 the Tasman Sea new Zealand, 2002. 4 inferior marijuana, 
especially from- Mexico, From ditchweed uk rase 
ditch verb 1 to re* 1 it I li 1 1 I n 1 elu e 1 39 2 to release 
jjfram prison). An abbreviation and corruption of 'discharge 1 uC. ' 
1990. 3 in an emergency, to bring an aircraft down in the sea 10c 
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ditchweed noun marijuana of inferior quality that grows wild in 
roadside especially In Mexico os, m2 
ditso noun an absent-minded, somewhat dim person os, 1976 
ditso adjective absent-minded, somewhat dim os rasz 

dit-spinner noun cdotes or the 

Wke AUSTRALIA, 1967 

ditto I agree, tHe sente goes fay mess tarn 

ditto-head noun il III I III hi I Jill ill 

Limbaugh conditioned his callers to begin conversations on the., 
radio with a simpfe '0itK!5-from'|)3%SietoWn]' instead of gushijjg 
admiration for hirfri^ 1992 
dity adjective upset, nervous os, 197a 
ditz noun an absent-minded, empty-headed person os, m2 
ditzy; ditsy adjective (usually of a woman) scatterbrained, silly os 1973 
div noun a fool; a disagreeable individu; Abbreviated from divvy (a 
fobOt*: 1983 

dive noun ladi reputable ta il nent 2 an intentional 

loss in a sporting event us. 1911:,. ► take a dive to deliberately lose 
a idkiflg match qf.pfier sporting contest m m2 
dive verb to lose a contest or competition intentionally, especially in 
boxing. From the image of a boxer diving towards the mat, 

► dive for pearls to work 
washing dishes in a restaurant os. mi 
dive-bomb verb to jump into water in a tucked position in order to 
make a Hatgd splash Australia, ism 
divebombing noun an act of picking up dog ends from the 
pavement. Vagrants' UteuK 19so 

divel a bissel! rman descent as a mild 

Oath CANADA, 1999 

diver noun 1 a pickpocket uk wn 2 a hang glider ism 
Diver nickname Charles Jaco, CNN reporter in Saudi Arabia during 
the US war against Iraq in 1991. Because of Jaco’s athletic dives 
off camera wfwfl a missile attack alert was announced us. mi 
divhead noun Elaboration of div ijk. 


dividends noun money US 1997 

divider noun a marijuana 1 irette tha 1 hared among several 
smdter|yit*jr 

divine adjective pleasant, 'nice', A tr 


;e of the) conventional!' 


divine blows noun energetic sex trinidad and tobaco, 2003 

Divine Brown noun ► go Divine Brown; go Divine tQ-perform 
oral sex. Rhyming slang for go down (on); aptly formed on the 
professional name of a Los Angeles prostitute who enjoyed some 
minor celebrity when, in 1995 , she was apprehended performing 
just such a service for ffJrSl^pfJ^h Grant (b,T96Q) urc. ism 
Divine Miss M nickname Belle Midler, American singer born In 1945 


diving board noun in electric lir 




-k platform board us 


diving gear noun a condom us, 1990 

diving suit noun a Australia, 1984 

divoon adjective lovely, delightful A humorous elaboration of'divine' 

US, 1944 

divorce noun in the usage of organised pickpocket gangs, the loss of 
a crew member tb : l#l us, 1949 

divot noun a ton 1 t 11 1 11 I ed piece of turf uk 

divvie noun a pe ' 1 ith instinctive kn ledge Piobablyfrom 
'diviner' uk 797s 

divvies noun 1 1 that is being 

divided us ms. 2 divination uk 1947 
divvo noun a fool. A variation of divvy uk 1997 
diwy noun It 2 j fool UK 1989 


divvy adjective daft, ttoifeb, divvy (arfboftuK 1979 

divvy up verb to divide into shares. A phonetic abbreviation of 

divvy van; divi-van noun a police van I rom div isional van' 

AUSTRAUA, 1982 

dixie noun 1 (especially iri Victoria and Fasmania) a small cardboard 
Ice-cream container Australia, 1941. 2 unnecesssary body action 
BARBADOS, 1980 

Dixie nickname the southeastern United States as, 7859 
Dixie cup noun i the tradIti nal na lite i il mbol of the 
American sailor since ihe C19 us, 1973. 2 a woman who speaks with 
a southern accent us 1 . 3 a female Red Cross worker in Vietnam 
us 1990. 4a person who is considered to be utterly dispensable, 
whd & used and tberr dtsEardsd ds 1997 
dixie lid noun a chrjj;,# kid. Rhyming sisng-lMim 
Dixie Trail noun ai I 1 1I1 ii I 1 vi P ich hair dressing as a 
labrteapt.iSS m 

DIY adjective Vo i urself especiall 1 1 Ii I I maintenance or 
repair. A colloquial abbreviation uk. 7955 
DIYer noun a do-it-yourselfer, a person who tends to do his own 
household repairs and maintenanee:« 1934 
Diz nickname Dizzy Gillespie (1917-1993), a jazz trumpeter 
instrumental in the creatiofttof bgipp us, mi 
dizz frouni 2 marijuana uk 

dizz verb sleep; 10 sleep A Royal Davy variation ofzizz, perhaps in 
‘jfombinatiQn with 'doze' uk ms 
dizzy adjective scatterbrained us im 
dizzy limit noun the afcrtestjfefstt# im 
dizzy three noun A Skytrain 11 rl In 11 as a DC-3, 
most commonly used to transport people and cargo, but also used 
, : aS;a;lbomtjer and fighter us, 197s 

DJ 7701777 1 men I 11. » inner icket uk 7967. 2 an 

agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. An allusion to the 
Department ofVustice, home tfrWrfBl Sometimes spelt out as 
'deejay 1 US im r'-’’' 

dj; deejay 7701777 a disc jockey i& i 9 so 

dj; deejay verb to work as a disc joetey 18; ms 

djamba 7701777 marijuana. A West African word, now in wider usage 

US, 1938 

DKDC I don't 1 >f intelligence 

with apathy is, sea 

DL 7701777 ► on the DL down tow, discreetlyi£j|.f?96i 
DM's 7701777 Dr Mar ns 1 * h 1 lut I -11 ibbreviation ofthe 
tend name. The boots were designed for industrial use and sub¬ 
sequently adopted as foshionwear, initially by skinheads and 
bootboys, then as a general lash ion item for either sex uK im 
DMT 7701777 dm nib 1 ' ii line 1 hallu in genii drugus, 7977 
DMZ 7701777 any place letween 1 pp< ng 1 1 n or social forces, 
corttrslled by neither yet ceded by neither. Originally a military 
term - 'demilitarised zone' - for an area dividing hsfor#i,and 
South Korea us, 7975 

DNF in motori e ra ng ,1 I 1 ill r race us 19705 
do 77017/7 1 a party or social function uk 1 824. 2 an action, deed, per¬ 
formance or event ijk i960. 3 a person considered in terms of their 
sexual performance or wi ingness Australia, 7950. 4 a dose of drugs 
us 1971. 5 in craps, a bet on the shooter us. 1974. 6 a hairdo us i 960 . 
► do the do to have sex us. 1993. ► do your do to prepare your 
.'MdSp.uS ms 

DO noun in hoi j camshafts US, ms 

do verb i to kill uk . 1790. 2 lo charge with, or prosecute for, or convict 
ofa crime uk rm. 3 lo use up your money, especially to squander 
Australia, 1889. 4 lo assault, to beat up ( ik, /.vi, 5 to injure (a part of 
the body) Australia, m . 6 to rob i ik, 1774. 7 to swindle, to deceive, 
to trick ijk i641 8 to have sex with ;ik nso. 9 lo perform oral sex 
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upon someone us uu> 10 to consume, especially an alcoholic 
drink uk iss7. 11 10 use drugs os /■*,/. 12 when combined with a 
naffte (of a very recognisable personijaf group) that is used as-a 
generic noun, to behave in the manner of that person of group Of 
people, as in, for example, 'do a tord Lucan' (to disappear 

13 1 , ieker uk, 

1858. 14 to suffum in 1 ui| - , ► be doing of to 

be doing something Often in a question, such as 'What are you 
doing of?' uk iss:!. ► do cards 0 lea 0 rge credit cards uk 
18%. ► do it 1 to have sex Ireland, rear. 2 to defecate; to urinate. 
Euphemistic uk, 1922. ► do someone like a dinner to overcome 
someone completely in a fight or competition; to vanquish; 
Punning on the phrase 'dinner’s done (dinner is ready) Australia, 
1847. ► do the Harold Holt; do the Harold to decamp From 
rhyming slang for ‘bolt’, Harold Holt (1908-67) was an Australian 
prime minister whose term of office was cut short when he went 
ocean swimming one afternoon and presumably drowned - his 
body was nev ► do the thing to have 

sex us. 1968. ► do your bit to do your share and so contribute to 
the greater good, especially in times of trial or conflict uk 1902. 

► you’ll do me/us you are entirely suitable fSif|( task; we are 
;tnoreSi|ifl : happy to be supporting you. Used as a cry of 
encouragement and support Australia, 19&: 

DOA noun 1 11 mih 1 1 1 ill ingerou ruety of heroin. From 

'•'|he acronym DOA (dead on arrival); dead on arrival (hefplp} uk 
1998. 2 phencyclidine, the recreational drug known as PCP or angel 
dust. The abbreviation is for dead on arrival - the results of a 
PCP overdose us, im 

doable adjective sexually attractive enough as to warrant the 
speaker's gift of having sextos; 1997 
do as you like noun a bicycle. Rhyming slang for 'bike' uk i960 
doat noun somer>ne 1 methingfi to be doted on Ireland, 1975 
dob noun a small lump or dollop, usually applied to butter, jam, 
cream, etc. .Originally dialect uk im 

DOB noun a lei f Silitis' US. 1982 

dob verb to ini' 111 11 meone tralia ;s5 r 

dobber noun 1 a des; rble ... 2 an informer; a telltale 

AUSTRALIA. 188:,. 3 a fool, all idiot G aSgOW slang UK SCOTLAND. 1996. 

a the penis. Also 'dob' us, 1974 
dobber-in noun an nformer; a telltale Australia, 1958 
dobbing-in noun mformtng|£ig3to£i!994 

do bears shit in the woods? a ,, 1 am -tort used as an 
affirmative answer to a silly question, often sarcastic. Often mixed 
with the synonymous 'Is the Pope Catholic? to achieve does the 

POPE SHIT IN WOODS? US 1971 

dobie noun a Doberman Pinscher dog us, mi 
dob in verb 11 in someone 

Australia, 1954. 2 lo contribute funds Australia, 1956 
do-boy noun a male who does whatever his gn friend tells him lo do 

doc noun i a dk 2 a military use, 

especially in the plural,'tor 'official documents of identity or 
record' us, ;m,. 3 in computing, d< a umentation us. 1991 
docco noun a documentary uk 2000 
doc in the box noun a walk-in medical cfmc us, 1994 
dock noun ► in dock 1 of a motor vehicle, being serviced or 
repaired uk cm. 2 in hospital, 01 otherwise unable to carry on as 
Usual due to injury .or medical treatment uk m 
dock asthma noun in a trial, the shocked gasps given by the 
accused as accusations are madi’df proved. The gasps are 
ironically considered as symptoms of a notional disease UK is&s 
docker noun 11> 1 n 1 mol trette that ha been thrown away 
or extinguished for use later uk 1966 
docker’s ABC noun 1 1 I 1 ) c unt a worker's shopping- 

list in the spirit of 'Wine, women and song', especially well used in 
Liverpoof’.ax; 1x1 

docker's hankie noun the acl of clearing ihe no if I a flowing the 
contents onto the ground uk 1979 


dockie noun 1 dockside I - tr \lia 1935 

dock monkey noun rads trucks us, 1939 

dock walloper noun 1 rnloads trucks us, 

1971. 2 a thief who steals cargo before it has been unloaded or 
passed through ■customs us 1986 
doco noun a documentary Australia, 199 6 
Docs noun Dr Martens™ footwear us 1993 
doctor noun i (i h other's 

genitals us race. 2 a male with a large penis Homosexual usage us 
1964. 3 an expert us, 1990. 4 a bookmakei wt 10 declines to take a bet, 
telling the bettor he will gel better' Australia, mi. 5 a person who 
sells illegally manufactured 1 I 6 MDMA, the rec¬ 

reational drug best kn|$(f»ras ecstasy. Possibly punning on the 
degrees MD and MAuk 19 . 7 (especially in Western Australia) a 
refreshing wind coming after a period of stifling weather. Preceded 
by a placenam.e-'tB‘torm proper nouns forieSfnmonityijccurrihg 
winds of this type, such as the Albany Doctor, Esperance Doctor, 
Fremantle Doctor, elc Australia, rial ► go for the doctor to race 
a faotSfe top speed Australia, 19m 
doctor verb il 2 in cricket, 

S@' illegally tamper with condition of the ball to the bowler's 
advantage uk 1996 

doctor and nurse; doctor noun a purse. Rhyming slang uk 199s 
Doctor Blue; Dr Blue noun used in hospitals as a code 
announcement that a patient is in cardiac arrest us, 1973 
Doctor Cotton; Dr Cotton adjective rotten Rhyming slang uk 1 932 
Doctor Crippen; Dr Crippen noun dripping (melted fat used like 
butter). Rhyming slang, formed on the name of the celebrated 
murderer Dr Hawley Harvey (T862-T910) uk 1x1 
Doctor Dre; Dr Dre adjective homosexual. Rhyming slang for gay, 
formed from the stage naffif.tjf hip-hop performer and producer 
Andre Young (b.T96S}'DK; 20m 

Doctor Feelgood; Dr Feelgood noun 1 heroin c 2002. 2 any doctor 

who specialises In energy-giving injections us, 1973 

Doctor Jekyll and Mister Hyde; Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde noun 

the recreational drug methaqualone, best known as Quaaludes™ 

Doctor K; Dr K nickname Dwight Gooden (b.1964), a right-handed 
pitcher (1984-2®® with an immortal early career and an 
acceptable mid-career. In the shorthand of baseball scorekeeping, a 
is a 'strikeout', and 'Doc' Gooden had many us, 

Doctor Legg; Dr Legg noun 1 I m In formed on the 

nameofa minor character in the BBC television soap opera 
EdMEnikrstiK 1998 

Doctor Livingstone, I presume a catchphrase greeting used for 
any fortuitous 01 unexpected meeting Adopted from Henry 
Morton Stanley's greeting, in 1871, to African explorer David 
iiyingstone uk mi 

Doctor Pepper; Dr Pepper noun one of the several surface-to-air 
missile patterns used by the North Vietnamese against American 
aircraft during the Vietnam war. Missile approaches from the ten 
o'clock, two o’clock and fcur-o’filecl positions, 'ter>two-and-four' 
was a Dr Pepper slogan os; 1990 
doctor shopping noun 

obtain multiple prescriptions for otherwise 1 legal drugs. A 
common practice of drug addicts and suppliers of drug addicts us. 

Doctor Thomas; Dr Thomas noun a black person who rejects 
black culture and takes on the culturdjj/the dominant white 
society. An elaboration of the common uncle tom, coined long 
before Clarence Thomas became the prototype of the concept us, 

Doctor White; Dr White noun 1 a drug addiction us, 1959. 2 cocaine 
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docu noun a documentary film or le evision programme. As a prefix, 
such as in 'docudrama' (a documentary drama), ‘docu' has been 
dattvefttibml since 1961 uk, mi 
docy noun the female breast Bahamas, m2 

Doc Yak noun a doctor I", 1 p U tion i I than sterling. From 
a syndicated comic strip that last appeared in 1336 us, 1956 
do-dad noun in American football, a blocking strategy in which 
offensive players cafe over and bteck each other's defensive 

Opposite US. 1966 

doddle noun an objective acheived with ease; in sport, an easy win 
or a simple victory. Protabtyktorn 'dawdle' or 'toddle', implying a 
'walk-over', which is consistent with its earliest fee-'in racing 
circles, but possibly from Scottish 'doddle', a lump of homemade 
toffee (hence something desirable and easily acquired). It is 
recorded with the meaning 'money very easily obtained’ in 
Scotland in 1934 UK, my 

doddle verb t hieve 1 nethin ei easily urc 7963 

dodge noun a scam, a swindle uc was. ► on the dodge 

from the policeos, raze 

Dodge noun ► get out of Dodge; get the hell out of Dodge to 

leave, usually with some h; ste A oose allusion 10 the Wild West 
as epitomised by Dodge City, Kansas, and the seriousness of an 
order by the authorities to leave tomM/ms 
dodge verb ► dodge the column 10 shirk, 10 avoid your duty, work 
or responsibility Originally military arc 1919 
dodge adjective dubious Cfeiw 

Dodge City nickname u i n i i nlrolled area uth of Da Nang, 
the scene of heavy fighting in November 1968; anywhere in 
Vietnam with a strong Viet Cong presence us. 1x9 
dodger nouni 2 hunting truck 

uk. 1 970. 3 bread Australia, m7 
dodger adjective excellent, Tine Australia, mi 
dodgy noun an inf rmer i mil ijectival sense a unreliable', 
perhaps shortened from 'dodgy geezer’ or simifjfyr 19% 
dodgy adjective 1 of doilht III I i la ml dubious 
Popularised in the 1960s by the comedian Norman Vaughan as a 
catchphrase, with an accompanying thumbs-down gesture. The 
thumbs-up opposite was 'swingin! uk mi. 2 riskyt ik, im. 3stolen 

dodo noun 1 2 

completed basic trainingys, 1933 

do down verb tr “i he better meone, financially or otherwise; 
to baftn someone's reputation by spreading gossip dr rpmofe uk 


doe noun a woman UK ms 

doer noun i nr er ier tic person i th the job; a person 

who tackles problems or setbacks with good humour Australia, 1902. 
2 the person responsible for a specific crime, especially a murder 
us. 1992. 3 in horse racing, a horse as a performer - either good or 
poor uk 1 948 

doer and gone; doer 'n' gone adjective very far away. Froip 
Afrikaans for 'far away'; ,1 synonym for hell and gone south Africa, 

does Rose Kennedy have a black dress? yes; a sarcastic 
nonsense retort used as an affirmative answer 10 a silly question 
MSSWllA, im 

does she? used as a euphemism for 'does she (or, is she likely to) 
have s exT Uk, im 

does the Pope shit in the woods? yes; a nonsense retort used as 
an affirmative answer to a silly question, often sarcastic. The result 
of combining syroftyrrsks? do bears shit in the woods? and ‘Is the 
Pope CStbolftf?' Uk 1997 

dof adjective stupid, idiotic, muddled south Africa. 1979 

doffie noun a stupid, idiotic or muddled person south Africa. 1991 

do-flicky noun an mailt he name In he cape" the 
speaker Barbados, ms 


do for verb to beat severely, tfi-'|flf uk iam 
dog noun 1 dii im ill 1 tive man or mar in ills used by men 
of women which, in the UK, has remained the predominant sense 
us, 1937. 2 a sexually transmitted infection us, m2. 3 a informer to 
the police or, in prison, to die prison authorities Australia, im. 4a 
prison warder Australia, 1919. 5 a traitor Australia, 1101, 6 used as a 
general form of flitbSly address (without any negative 
connotations). A rare positive use of 'dog', synonymous with 
'man', possibly influenced by rap artist Snoop Doggy Dogg (Calvin 
Broadus, b.19/2; Also Spelt 'dogg'and 'dawg' us. 1995. 7 a 
freshman, or first-year college student us, 1947. 8 the grade 'D' us, 
1964. 9 a cigarette-end A shortened dog end uk his. 10 a 

11 ihe underdog us, 

1975. 12 in p. - 13 in horse racing, a 

racehorse with little value us mo. 14 in pool, a difficult shot us, 

1993. 15 in horse racing, a sawhorse used to keep horses away from 
the rail during a workout on a muddy track us, 197s. 16 in poker, 
the fourth player to the left of the dealer us ms. 17 a sausage; a 
hot dog. Derives from the belief that dog meat was used as a 
sausage filler; this led to a hot sausage in a roll being called a 'hot 
dog'. In a fine example of circular etymology 'hot dog' now 
abbreviates to: 'dog', and 'dog’ ft once again a sausage; nfpst 
consumers arp no longer concerned about dog meat uk ms. 

18 the foot us 1962. 19 a piece of paper money trinidad and tobago, 
mss. 20 an F86-DC aircraft us th,. 21 a failure of a song or film us 
1929. ► dog tied up an unpaid debtAUsns&k«s ► it 
shouldn't happen to a dog a catchphrase used to complain 
about the manner in which a human has been treated. Thought 
to be of Yiddish origin us ms. ► it's a dog’s life used of a 
meagre existence. A catchphrase, generally used by someone 
enduring such a life uk ho. ► like a dog watching television 
in the position of doing something you do not understand us. 2003. 
► on the dog on credit, us, ms. ► put on the dog to assume a 
superior, upper-class uhiUdem. ► run like a dog to run or 
perform slowly Australia, / 9 %. ► the dog dead there is nothing 
more to say 0 ► the dog has caught 

the car a person (< grouj f;. I.chieved a goal 

and is now ► turn dog to 

become a police informer Au$mLfi r jm 
Dog noun the Greyhound bus ine A fixture in American travel until 
a crippling strike in the 1990s; variants include 'Grey Dog' and 'ol 
'Grey Dog' cf 

dog verb i tr avoid M ill 2 to studiously 

ignore us, rasz. 3 to abuse or harass us. ms. 4 in motor racing, to 
follow another car very closjly..ftj8jiig to distract or weaken the 
resolve of the driver ahead us ms. s of a male, to have sex with a 
partner who is kn^ilijag on all-fours and entered from behind uk 
1937. 6 to perform sexually for money us, mo. 7 to betray Australia, 
isos. 8 In pool, to miss a shot that should be made us. i984. 9to 
play truant. Extended from a variation of 'dodge'. With variant 'dog 

it’ UK: SCOTLAND, 1985 10 1.0 hui lingOf l Mill tO Wild dog 
AUSTRALIA, 1910 >see: DOG IT 

dog adjective referring to the prison authorities, generally seen as 
officious anJ'fjSirfupt by prisoners Ausmtk 19m 
dogan noun at fish Roman 1 I \nada ms 
dog and bone; dog noun a telephone. Rhyming slaffgiig mi 
dog and boned; doggo adjective drug-intoxicated. Rhyming slang 
for STONED UK. 1998 

dog and cat noun a mat Rhyming slang uk 1992 

dog and duck noun a f hi Hill 1 11 1 ruck (a fight). 

Possibly formed on the name oi a pub where fist-fighting was 
prevalent uk 1992 

dog and pony show noun an elaborate presentation us. 1957 
dog and pup; dog noun a cup (a drinking vessel : bf atrophy). 

Rhyming slang uk 1992 
dog-ass noun a. despised pa’Sprrtjsfefes 
dog-ass adjective i shoddy, inferior■ is , o ;. 2 despicable us 1953 
dog bait noun dun 0 in prison e ipe, a pri 1 ier left by others 

to attract the attention of the tracking dogs us 1972 
dogball noun n eight us 1996 
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dog-behind verb to beg for a fa ur id tobago ,003 

dogbone noun i Ho eap< i panel i the < kpitofanF4 
Phantom aircraft us. im. 2 in electric line work, an EHV yoke plate 

dogbox noun i 1 i t - I mall and ba n rtment in a railway 
carriage Australia, ms. 2 a truck's gear box us. mu ► in the 
dogbox in EALAND, 1953 

dog breath noun 1 a contemptible person; used as a term of abuse 
us, 2000. 2 bad-smelling breath us 1944. 3 cigarette smoke us, 1996 
dog catcher noun in fast truci the uggesti n is that the truck is 
fast enough io pass a. Greyhound bus us, 1971 

dog clutch noun at.. I king Iie nginal muscles, 

imprisoning the penis ( penis captivus ) Common in dogs, not so 
common in humans, but common enough tor a term to describe 

dog COCk noun 

dog collar noun 1 a white clerical collar uk, mi. 2 a choker necklace 


dog-dancing noun useless or exaggerated activity Canada, m7 
dog days noun a woman's ifoffiSSftiit period te, 19m 
dog do noun dog faecesf/J.ws 
dog doody noun dog excrement vahatton. on doggy do; 
euphemistic os, 2001 

dog driver noun iptuous uk, 1977 

dog-eater noun a member of the Sioux Indian iribec/s, reas 
dog eat your shame! 11 I 1 1 in m lete disgust trinidad 

AND TOBAGO, 19SS 

dog end noun 1 1 ntempti person 2 r cigarette-end. A 

corruption of'docked end' (a partially smoked cigarette that is 
pinched off - 'dofited' - and saved for later use) and -Still found 
as 'dock end' uk . 1935 

dog-ender noun 1 | 1 mi h 1 II new cigarettes from the 
unsmoked remains of others uk, mo 


dog-eye verb to scrutinise cpjftliyfjg im 
dogface noun 1 1 1 I | 111 lia general term of abuse us, 

ms 2 a low ranking soldier us. 1930 
dog-faced adjective despicable us, w 
dog fashion; doggie fashion adverb sexual intercourse from 
behind, vaginal or anal, heterosexual 01 homosexual uk 1900 
dog finger noun the index finger us. im 
dog food noun i Italian sausage ( is. vm. 2 heroin us. 1992 
dogfuck noon a despicable 1 person us, m 

dogfuck verb to I lave sex from the rear, homosexual 01 heterosexual, 
vaginal or anal us, 19m 

dogger noun 1 a person who engages in a fresco sexual activities 
such as exhibitionism or voyeurism; especially of sexual activities 
|wifk multi pie partners) in parked vehicles, generally in the 
countryside. When police approached 'doggers' (before they were 
so-named), the usual excuse offered was 'walking tttetlpg' uksKX&i 
2 a truant From dog (to play truant) uk Scotland, ms. 3a hunter 
dingoes ~smr%AUA, isoo 

doggers noun multi-coloured swimming trunks Australia, 1963 
Doggett's noun ► on the Doggett's on the scrounge, cadging. 
Derives from coat and badge (to cadge) which has, in the past, 
been used as 'Doggett's coat and badge', Doggett's Coat and 
Badge Race, founded by Thomas Doggett, an Irish actor, in 1?® is 
the oldest annual 1 sporting event in Britain, a boat race from 
tendon Bridge to Chelsea contested by Thames’ watermen, It®, 
race and the slang are both very much aifew, isa 


doggie noun i ted dogface us , 1937. 2 an 

enlisted man in (he US Army us, ms. 3 a greyhound racing 
entbus'ast Australia, 19m 

doggie cop noun 

doggie pack noun 1 1 i Arm < n >at ield pa tired derisively by 
US Marines during the conflict in Vietnam us, 1932 
doggie pouch noun a small ammunition pouch used by the infantry 

US. 1971 

doggie straps noui tnam war usage us, 1991 

dogging nouni i- 1 il 1 .. ,uch as exhibitionism or 

voyeurism; especially of sexual activities (with multiple partners) In 
parked vehicles, generally in the countryside. Originally used of the 
act of spying on people having sex in parked vehicles uk ms. 2 the 
hunting of dingoes austbaua, 1947 

dogginsnoun in the illegal production of alcohol, liquor sweated out 
of used barrel staves us, 1974 
doggo noun i sled d handler rctica ms 
doggo adjective 1 I 2 of a car's 

interior, of poor quality uk mi >see: dog and boned 
doggone adjective i I i i ui II jphemi m for damn’. 
Multiple variants. UsttSltysusedlwitt a conscious-folksy effect'll, 

doggy noun i the pern 2 a rail a platelayer uk 1970 

doggy bag; doggie bag noun i a bag in which uneaten food from 
a restaurant is packed and taken I rome us. us/. 2 a condom uk ms 
doggy do noun menl tkalia, 1995 

doghole; doghole mine noun a small mine employing less than 15 
miners us. 1943 

doghouse noun 1 in trucking he engin ering in the driving 
compartment us, 1971. 2 a brakevan (caboose), 01 rhe observation 
tower of a brakevan us 1897. 3 the front fender, bonnet and grille of 
a carls 4 ► in the doghouse 

ostracised; in disfavour. Alluding to an outsiderkennel Comrrfbply 
,i|ised of a man being ostracised by his wife for tehne 
.'misdemeanour .us, me 

doghouse cut noun 1 11 1 1 1 ui in f i (aids in which a 

section of cards is moved from lire centre of the deck to the top, 
leaving the bottom cards undisturbed us, vm 

dogie noun heroin- us wm 

dog in the manger noun 1 | - on hr elfi il ictuses to give up 
something that he does not want uk 1573 
dog it; dog vert 1 1 refuse pa I t bet 1 i debt us. rasx 2 to 
back down from a confrontation or situation for lack of courage us. 

dog juice noun me pen 1 — 1 h espe ill ineus,t9so 
dogleg noun in oil drilling, a radical change in direction of drilling us, 

dogleg vert to make an angled detour, to take an angled route. 

Originally, perhaps, used in aviation uk 1984 
dog license noun 1 rtifi ite em[ 1 11 1 I > v an Aboriginal 
to buy a drink in a hotel. 1 his term derives from ihe Blackfellows 
Act, also known as the Dog ActAUsmLiA ssss 
dog meat noun 1 death us, 1977. 

2 an nfefsfc worthless person us: 1908 
dog mouth noun I Hawaiian 

Jouth usage us. m2 

do-gooder noun 1 llin n i per 1 1 1 eheve r in and 

supports charity. The term suggests both a naivite and a slightly 
cloying sense of self-righteousness us, mt 
dog out verb i to keep a look out uk i9ee. 2 to criticise harshly os 

Dogpatch nickname ill urh I i m hops near the Da 
Nang US Air Base during the Vietnam war. Dogpatch was the 
Stereotypical Appalachian town in Al Capp’s Li'il Abner comic strip. 
Which was very popular in thfe JLjS during the Vietnam war tis. ms 
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dog pile | dole 


dog pile noun the f le kier t n 1 rder produced when one 
falls while dismounting from a lift us, 1990 
dogpile verb i to jump onto someone or onto a group of people us, 
1945. 2 to post many critica comments in response to a posting on 
an Internet discussion group us, ms 
dog-piss adjective inferior, shabby US twf ' 
dog puncher noun a driver of sled dogs Canada, raw 
dog race noun In horse racing, a race featuring cheap racehorses us. 


dog-rob verb tt require througl roungin r; Ifering us, rara 
dog-robber noun i 2 i person assigned 

ifie most menial of tasks, especially the acquisition of difficultto- 
acquire goods and services us 1974. 3 in the film and television 
industries, a person whose job it is tomnd diffrcutt-to-find goods 
for props us. 2002. 4 during lire Vietnam war, someone assigned to 
the reartijtf® aSiseen by someone in combat uS issi 
dog-rough adjective I rderl pron 1 In unsophisticated 


dogs noun 1 the feet; shoes US, km. 2 in circus and carnival usage, 

the 3 ► go to the dogs to 

be slowly ruined uk rara. ► the dogs greyhound racing UK 1927 

dog's abuse noun inly give to a 

dOg) IRELAND, 1 998 

dog's age noun a very long tern 

dog's bait noun a huge OTOunlOS m3 
dog's ballocks noun in typography, a cfigjlrdasft (:-) uk mt 
dog's balls noun no money ► stick/stand out like 

dog's balls to be .Obvious Australia rm 
dogsbody noun a rker hoi given the ediou menial tasks to 
perform, a drudge Originally military or naval uk 1922 
dog's bollock noun an article of little or no value uk, 1997 
dog's bollocks; dog's ballocks; the bollocks noun anything con¬ 
sidered to be the finest, the most excellent, the best. Derived from 
the phrasb 'It sticks out like a dog's tatjaeks' said of something 
that the speaker considers obvious, hence the sense of 'someone 
qr something that sticks Put from the rest'. Often abbreviated in 
speech to ’.the dog's' uk. rasa 
dog's breakfast noun an unmitigated mess austraija 
dog's cock; dog's prick noun in typography, an exclamation mark 

dog's dick noun a mess 1 I ustir me - iriation of docs 

dinner mess) Ok, am 

dog's dinner noun 1 11 . 1 1 rison 1 meone who is 
smartly dressed, sty ish v 01 10 mally-; ttired Variants of the com¬ 
parison include 'dolled up like a dog’s dinner'; 'done up like a 
dog’s dinner 'dressed up lifcfardogs dinner'; and 'got up fike a 

2 

dog's disease noun influenza 1 enteriti r malaria or a 

hangover, etc Australia. i89o 

dog's eye noun r meat pie. Rh ning I ing Australia, rass 
dog shift noun a work shift in the middle of the night us, 1977 
dogshit noun 1 an thing! inyon 1 iered t > be worthless or 
disgusting us, 1968 2 11.a iui 1 saiisage ' is. 3 the epitome of 
feeling wretched Of til uk, 1999 
dogshit adjective worthless Of diSgUStMg US, 1967 
dog show noun in the military, an inspection of the feet us, 1949 
dog's lipstick noun ect. From an 

image of the head of the nerd, extending beyond the protection 
of the foreskin in a manner reminiscent of a lipstick protruding 
beyond its decorative protective casing; the reference to ailqg is 
open to interpretation uk 2003 
dog's lunch noun e person us, raw 

dog soldier noun a common soldterusj gsra 
dog squad noun undercover police Australia, i%7 


dogster noun a member of the Mongrel Mob, a New Zealand prison 
gang newztamtpi 2000 

dog’s tooth noun truth. .RhymJhg: slang uk 1992 
dog-style; doggy style noun a sexual posiboi n which the woman 
or passive male kneels and the man enters her from behind us, 


dog’s vomit noun disgusting foodjtesssm im 
dogtag noun 1 an identity disc us, 1918. 2 a prescription for a narcotic, 
possibly legal 0: possibly forged 01 illeg; I y obtained us. 19 59 
dog-tucker noun a persor 0 animal that con; itently fails and is 
deemed worthless. From an earfer,, literal sense of the word as 'a 
sheep to be slaughfeffidtfor dog meat' new Zealand. 1999 
dog turd noun a cigar us. W 

dog wagon noun 1 a bus or van used to transport prisoners from jail 
to prison us, 1952. 2 a lunch cOUfer; a diner us, 1900 
dog-wank adjective yybflhiess uk kobo 
dogwash noun a task that is not particularly important but is 
pursued instead of a more demanding, more important task us. 


dog watch noun a work 01 guard shift hi Hie middle of the night us. 


dog water noun colourless seminal fluii|%'i96s 

dog with two dicks; dog with two choppers; dog with two 
cocks; dog with two tails used as a simile for being delighted 
or very pleased. Generally hi phrases: ' . as a dog with..." or like a 
dog with...'. 'A dog with two choppers' is first recorded in 1950; 'a 
dog with two tails' is noted tjpfie Oxford English Dictionary in 
1953009,® 

doh! used for registering frustration when things fail to turn out as 
planned, or at the relisation that you have said something foolish. 
Popularly associated with, and a catchphrase qf Homer Simpson' 
in the television cartoon. The Simpsons (since 1987) uk ms 
doight! used for expre ing distre - 1 I | pular catchphrase 
verbalization from The Simpsons television cartoon us 1994 
doily noun a toupee us, 1952 

do in verb i to kill uk. 1905. 2 to injure uk ms. 3 lo exhaust. Thus 
done in (exhausted) uk m . 4 to defeat, to beat Australia, mo. 

► do yourself in to commit suicide. A personalised variation of 
■ iSp first meaning 1999 

doing a party noun u npl 1 I 1 rming a three- 
card-trick: a confederate of the card sharp pretends to be winning 
S£j#ffo encourage the unsuspecting to stake heavily tsc 1 977 
doings nouni id necessities. 

Generally as 'the doings" UK rara. 2 excrement uk. 19 67 
doinknoun 5,1968 

do it! used as an exhortation to experience life rather than analyse 

do-it fluid noun alcoholic drink. Based on the observed effect of 
alcohol on sexual ]nhibitioo^y}9so 
do it now! a cat hphraseinj ilar or en 1 ele ant use Originally 
a business slogan; first recorded in this use in 1927 but dating 
frctTt fio later than 1910, and91111 common in \%$ Australia, 1927 
do it the hard way! 11 - I 1 1 ieri n 11 1 I ird worker who is 
struggling wild a task. Often preceded by ‘that's right!' and 
occasionally completed with 'standing up in:-a-hammock' Canada, 


do-it-yourself noun masttifbattdW uk i960 

do-it-yourself kit noun 1 in . ti si omotives. As an 

ironic contrast to dieiel technology. Coinage is credited 1 to Mr||j| 
HandSt a train driver uk is$ 
dojah noun manjaanaus, 2m 

dole noun ► on the dole 111 1- eipt 1 rnemj . yment benefits uk 
1925. ► the dole unempk ment t 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 offices from 
which unemployment benefit is managed uk 1919 







dole bludger | Donald Ducked 
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dole bludger noun i per i labitua living off social security 
payments. A term til high opprobrium, often applied 
contemptuously to any recipient of the dole with the implication 
tftet employment could be found by anyone if they so desired 
auSjMua, J 975 

dole-on-sea noun i seaside re i ith fe isitors and high 
unemployment Formal fen the dole (unemployment benefit) uk 


doley noun a person in receipt of unemployment benefit Australia. 


doll noun i a young woman us, im. 2 a very attractive person of any 
sex that you find attractive us ran. 3 used as a term of address us, 
1949 . 4 a barbiturate capsule; an amphetamine capsule or tablet. 
Cbined by Jacqueline Susan r author of Valley of the Polls us, m s. 
5 a tablet of MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy 


dollar noun i five hilling L tingf n I", happy days when the 
rate of exchange was US$4 to £1 uk, im. 2 a variety of MDMA, the 
recreational drug best known as ecstasy ok 19%. 3 money uk, 2000 
dollar nickname L utelOOine tern Penr tniaus, 1977 
dollar ride noun y aircraft us 1975 

dollars noun a type of bet in an illegal numbers game lottery us 1957 


dolo noun methadone A shortened form ol Dolophine™, a 
protected trade name for methadone us. im 
do lo adverb secret. An abbreviation of downlow us, 1999 
dolphin noun 1 a variety of MDMA, the recreational drug best known 
as ecstasy ux 2 ► wax the dolphin of 

a male, to masturbate us. 2002 

dolphin ball noun y for a relatively 

long period without scoring many points us. 1977 
DOM noun an older homosexual who is attracted to younger men 
and boys; a tfiiiy.old man us. 1966 
dom adjective 1 e u II in i 1 2 stupid, dumb. An 

Afrikaans word in the South African English colloquial vocabulary 

SQfMt AFRICA, 1942 

dom; domme noun 1 2 dominant 

performer in a pornographic sex scene ; is, 2000. 3 a sexual domi¬ 
nant in sadomasochistic sexual relationships us ram 4a person's 
room, apartment orttouse A shortened variant of the more 
common dommmpS'?^ 

do me a favour; do me noun a neighbour. Rhyming slang. Like 
many next door neighbours the rhyme is not quite perfect uk 1998 
do me a favour! used for expressing disbelief and refutation of a 
point or suggestion just raised uk 1958 


dollars to doughnut adverb 1 1 high II indicating a high 

degree of certainty us. im 

dollop noun a lump; hen e m figur n e -11- 1 clumsy individ¬ 
ual; a formless mess - 'a dollop of custard' f rom an earlier sense 
(a. tuft of'grass) uk,' usii 

dollop; dollop out verb lo share out ,1 formless mess. From the 


doll's eyes noun • • 1 III _ 1 ' 1 I 1 __ _ 1 11 I m 

depression us isss 
doll shop noun a brothel us, 1990 

doll's house noun toy and not 

rte-J^jsen play uk 19% 
doll up verb to dress ufl to refine us. m 

dolly noun 1 the vagina. In the C19, a 'dolly' was a 'penis', possibly 
from a 'child's dolly (a toy a girl might play with); equally, it could 
derive from 'washing dolly' (a device plunged in and out of wet 
laundry). The etymology here is likely to be the; former: 'Can li play 
with your dolly?' uk 2001. 2 an attractive young woman. Very much 
a word of its time uk 1 m. 3 a homosexual who lives in the 
suburbs uk 2003. 4 a esbian prisoner's over new Zealand, 1999. 5 a 
very feminine fashion style of the 1960s uk ran. 6 a capsule of 
Dolophine™, known ger c ric ally a" methadone us, 19.54. 7 in cricket 
a simple catch. Possibly of Anglo-Indian Reduced ftartr 
'dolly catch' uk 1904 
dolly verb to interrogate Australia im 
dolly adjective attract i inn nice Polari uk iw 

dolly bag noun the cloth bag carried by female prisoners uk 1996 
dolly bird noun an attractive pEjjig woman uk ism 
dolly boy noun 1 uthful, attracti in exua male prostitute. An 
evolution from dilly boy uk 1979 
Dolly Cotton adjective rotten. Rhyming; Slang.fjKj 1931 
dolly dimple; dolly adjective 1 4 1 il 1 11 c h 1 

Current in English prisons February 2002 UK J9sa 
dolly flapper noun a railroad pointsman us 1946 
dolly mixtures noun ike cinema, '.he movies. Rhyming slang for 
‘the pictures' uk 1992 

dolly-over-teakettles adverb head-over-heels us, 

Dolly Parton noun m craps, a roll of two ones. Dolly Parton is a 
talented and popu ai American country singer and songwriter with 
big ha.rand big breasts; the single dots on thetwo-dice suggested 
to some®)® her breasts us 1933 
dolly sweetness noun a pretty girl us 1947 


dome doily noun a jfiati^. J947 

do me good noun 1 In | 1 igaref Rf ning lang that evolved 
during World War 1. and survived in mid-C20 as an expression of 
defiance when cigarettes were scientifically linked with cancer UK 


domes noun L§ 1 |'{IS n» 

dome slugnoun in -III I. I lilt I >er innel assigned to the 

geodesic dome at the top of the American Scott-Amundsen base 
ANWfiOlOA, 20® 

domie noun KADA, 1999 

Dominican Dandy nickname luan Mari ill 1 7) a high kicking, 
overpowering pitcher (1960-75). I rom the Dominican Republic, 
and 'a fastidious dresser' us, m 

domino nouni a I 11 I rn iite ipsule ntair ng a mixture of 
central nervous system stimulants and depressants us, 1971. 2a 12.5 
'jng tablet of Duujphet™, an .amphetamineus im 
domino verb to stop,S?Cfinfsti tS 'Sss 

domkop noun a fool. From Afrikaans dom (stupid) and kop (head) 

SOUTH AFRlCA,p$M‘ 

dommonoun one who performs well. Applied to skateboarding, 
surfing and snowboarding us 1997 
dommo verb to perform wel; to dominate us, ran 
dommy; dommie noun a home. 'domic ile‘ us, 1943 

Dom P noun Dom Perignon champagne UK 2002 
doms noun domina&M wm 

don verb ► don the beard to perform oral sex on a woman 

■AUSTRALIA, IWt 

don; don man noun 1 1 leader. ..el from Spanish 

Don (an honorific), via gangster use. West Mpn hence UK black 


dona; donah; donna; doner noun a woman, especially a girlfriend. 

ffelari, from Spanish dona or Portuguese dona (a woman) uk isss 
dona juana noun marijuana. A Spanish 'Lady Jane' us, rase 
dona juanita noun marijuana. A Spanish 'Lady Jane' US ms 
Donald Duck verb to I n e exual inter ur Rh mmg slang for 
FUCK AUSTRALIA, 1983 

Donald Duck; donald noun 1 an act of sexual intercourse. Rhyming 
slang for fuck Australia m . 2 by extension, a 'fuck' in all other 
senses. Rhyming slang, from the Disrifty iiartoon character UK, 1992. 

3 luck. Rhyming slang, from the Disney cartoon character uk 1979 
Donald Ducked adjective exhausted Rhyming s ang for fucked uk 
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Donald Duck Navy | don’t do anything I wouldn’t; don't do anything I wouldn’t do 


Donald Duck Navy noun the anti-submarine fleet of the US Navy 

US 1947 

Donald Duck suit noun the blue uniform of sailors in the US Navy 

Donald Peers; donaldsnoun in i Rh nin lang, formed on 
the name of populai inger and ret aiding artist Donald Peers, 
1909-lfffl; i9S4 


Donald Trump noun i i ofdef ition Rhyming slang for dump; 
based on celebrated US businessman Donald Trump (b.1946), 
possibly an extravagant play on New York landmark Trump Tower 

donar noun a steady girlfriend us, 1993 

don dada noun 11 patois for 'top dog, 

highest of gif dsns' Jamaica. wm~ 
donder; donner noun used as an abusive term of address or 
reference, a bastard. I rom Afrikaans donder (a scoundrel) south 


done and dusted adjective 1 completely finishedg/Gstw. 2 beateri; 
upwissT 

done deal noun an agreement that has been reached. Folksy, a hint 
of the American South us 1990 
done-done adjective over-cooked Bahamas, tsar 
done in adjective red 01 - ha.isled uk, 2001 

done thing noun whatever is considered to be the correct etiquette. 

Always with itgef,;,'* mi 
done up adjective dressed up UK 020 
dong noun 1 the penis us mi. 2 a lining of no worth 1 ik, 1991 
dong verb to punch or bit Australia, 1916 

donga nouni (especially in South Australia) natural bush wilderness 
Australia, 1967. 2a temporary dwe i ng Australia 1900. 3awater- 
coutse Australia, 1902. 4 a sleeping area An Australian contribution 
to the language of the South Pol e Antarctica, 2003 
dongce noun the penis 
donger noun the penis Australia, 1m 

donglenounia ecurit heme 1 mmer )l microcomputer 
progam us mi. 2 any sma I device desigi ed to add functionality to 
a computer, often plugged into a USB port us. i-w. 3 an electronic 
key that hao|S'eti a cord around the neckyk, 2# 
don jem noun marijuana uk. 1998 

donknounia / e 2a racehorse. An ibbreviation of 

'donkey' new Zealand, m2. 3 large, protruding buttocks. A term 
often associated with celebrity Jennifei Lopez os 2003. 4 an engine 


donkey noun 1 a black person us. mz. 2 a manual labourer us, 1932. 

3 a fool uk. 1 84u 4 (especia y in South Austra ia) a lift on a bicycle 
Australia. 1981. s a resident of Guernsey (in the Channel Islands) 
according to those on Jersey uk, mi. ► pull your donkey (used 
of a male) to masturbate us. 1990 

donkey verb (especially in South Australia) to give someone a lift on 
a bicycle Australia, mi 

donkey days noun a very long time Bahamas, m2 
donkey deep adjective ealand, 1998 

donkey dick noun 1 1 mar th li 11 i large penis us. ra®. 
2 sausage; unidentified pressed meat us 19 .3 ihe flexible spout 
attached to the opening of a containei us 1 w. 4a large electrical 
cable connector us ms. 5 a prolonged, insatiable erection due to 
extended heroin use US, is?? 

donkey doctor noun 1. me 1 11 10 w< n fonkey engines us, 


donkey jammer noun rlw | itorofadonl (au iliaiy) engine 
CANADA, 1953 

donkey-lick verb to dele 1 11 in 11 1 mi 

donkey punch noun luring lomosexua inal intercourse, a sharp 
blow given by the active partnei to die passive partner's kidneys. 
The sudden painifarn the blow causes a clenching of the 


buttocks and tightening of the rectal passage, ttejfby enhancing 
pleasure of the penetrating participant uk 2005 
donkey-puncher noun the operator of a donkey engine us, 1920 
donkey’s ages noun 1 ery long rue - 1 lion of donkey’s years 

donkey shins thank you Intentionally butchered German us. 1990 
donkey sight noun 1 mpr 1 buf 1 I nanoeuvred manual 
sight on a tank's main gun us 1990 
donkey style adjective (used of sex) anal us. 2002 

donkey's years; donkeys’ years; donkeys noun a very long time. 
A pun on the length and sound ol a 'donkey's ears' uk 19m 

donkey vote noun ballot paper 

in the order the candidates are listed in Australia, 19 64 
donkey work noun difficult, menial labour uk 1920 
donko noun a km hri rr >r tearoom 1 1 rkplace newzealand, 


donks noun a very long time. An abbreviation of donkey's years, but 
te teworth. noting the similarity to synonymous yonks uk 1995 

donner; donder verb 

donnie; donnynoun 1 1 1 ~i m. nii> donnybrook mtv 

ZEALAND, 1960 

donniker noun 1 a toilet us. 1937. 2 the penis us, 1951. 3 a railway 
brakeman on a freight tram us, 1932 
donniker location noun a poor location on a carnival midway us, 

Donniker Sam noun n a public toilet 

" $§>jast 

donny noun a fight Australia, 1959 
donnybrook noun a f\0 %$Ipmultcfe fffia 

DonRevienoun 1 ik 'In Irinl r ecia 1 eer Rhyming slang 
for bevvy (an alcoMtedwk, especially beer), formed from the 
name of football manager Don Revie, 1927-89, and probably 
coined during.hjs ! i@0)ure in charge of the England team (1974-78) 


don’t noun in cr rhooter us mo 

don’t ask, don’t tell 1 ed 1 In 1 1 rou 1 fed reminder that 
some things are best leu unknown An adage coined to describe 
the official approach toTiomosexaaJs in the US military under-tit 
Clifflton administration; a soldier would not be asked about his or 
her sexual preference, but would be expected not to. r|veal their 
homosexuality us, tm 

don’t be rude noun food. Rhyming slang ox, 1992 
don’t call us, we’ll call you 11 I 1 1 1 I irase that is generally 

understood to be a polite, or not-so-polite, rejection of an appli¬ 
cation ftp employment Adopted from the world of entertainment 
where it is traditionally supposed to signal the end Of'art 
unsuccessful audition us, 1968 

don’t-care-damn adjective 
don’t-care-ish adjective apithgtic, iBdiflSFgnt us m? 
don’t come the raw prawn do not attempt to dupe me. Military 
slang from World War 2 I he literal meaning of this phrase has not 
been satisfactorily explained. 'Prawn' has been used in Australia 
since Cl9 to mean Too'iYso a 'raw prawn' gOuld mean a'naive 
fool', and if'come' is to be understood as 'to act the part of, the- 
phrase would imply trying to dupe someone by feigned ignorance. 
Some have defined 'raw prawn' as 'something far-fetched, difficult 
to swallow', f ttfc is so, then 'come' would mean 'perpetrate', 
yvtuch is also possi bid Australia, 1948 
don't come the uncooked crustacean dSppt attempt to (dupe 
me. Rare variant of don't come the raw prawn Australia, isfh ' 
don’t do anything I wouldn't; don’t do anything I wouldn't 
do used jocularly, .1; good advir e, often as parting advice, and 
often in a sexual context. Occasionally the sentiment ts Changed 
to'ysrfl'Cfff anyone l vyouHn'idbriq*; 1984 
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don’t do that, then in computing, used as a stock response to a 
complaint that acgftaffi'getion causes a problem<8 mi 
don’t give me that! I §|p$ believe you! uk mt 

don’t go there!; don’t even go there! used for expressing a lack 
of interest in pursuing a topic us, m3 
don’t hold your breath! ion expect anything to happen; 
anything that 1 e li unli in happen for a long time, if 

at all us, 1971 

don’t let today be the day! used as an all-purpose, very serious 
threat, u!? me 

don’t mean nothin’ to any bad 

nev^s- among American soldiers in Vietnam us, 1990 
don’t sleep! don't, kid yourself! us, 2002 
don’t spend it all at once! used as a jocular injunction given 
when handing over a very small ftalm of money uk, 1977 

don't-talk-about conjunction not to me \nd tobago, 200: 

don’t tense! relax! us, *s» 

don't work too hard! used as a jocular'admonition' by, for 
instance, a worker going on holiday to workmates left behind uk 


doo noun a ski / i ed for transj rt er ice and snow Antarctica, 


doob; doub noun 1 1 mph mine pill r other central nervous 
system stimulant OK 1969 
doobage noun marijuana us, ms 
doober noun 2000 

doobie; dooby; doob; dube noun 1 a marijuana cigarette. The 
earliest identification is as ‘Negro slang for a marijuana roach'. A 
belief persists that the term was spawned from the 1950s 
Americaa'children's television show, Romper Room, in which 
'.Children were urged to be 'good do-be'sf Alternative spelling with 
a 'u' for 'dubee' and 'dubbe' US, 190,7. 2 a pill UK 2002 
doobie-head noun a smoker of marijuana m, cigarette-fashion, 1999 
doobious adjective ur Jet I influ n n 11 1 na Aplaywiththe 
conventional ‘dubious’ and doobie (a marijuana cigarette) us, im 
doobry noun that the user 

cannot or does not wish to specify uk 1950s 
dooby noun marijuana uk. 2000 

dooce verb to be Ji n I 11 n npl n if r the contents of a 
'blog' (an ort-lii® diary), website or other shared journal. Named 
after www.dooce.com; established in 2001 hy ios Angeles website 
designer Heather Armstrong, who is credited with coining the 
word, and who, in. 2002) was fired from her job for publishing: 
Stories about her workmates oh her website us 2005 
doocing noun dismissal from employment for the contents of a 
'•Slog' (an ontlibf diary), website or other shared journal. From the 
'Verb sense 

doodackie noun an object the name of which escapes or Is not 
important tp the speaker new2 BShwa, im 
doodackied up adjective dressed up NEWZBAtfiNb, 1947 
doodad; dodad noun a trivial or useless object OS, 1877 
doodads noun the bleed period of the menstrual cycle Australia. 2001 
doodah noun 1 un that the user 

cannot or does not wish tospecify. Employed to comic effect by 
the Sbnzo Dog Doo Dah Band, formed in 1965:. The 'doodah' was 
dropped as success beckoned 1 ik, 192s. 2 the vagina us, 2001. 3 semen 


dooder noun the female breast Bahamas, m2 
doodle noun the penis. Children's vocabulary us. mo 
doodle verb 1 to have sex us. 1957. 2 to play music in a whimsical, 
relaxed ■fnanrefts, ms 

doodle-a-squat noun in circus and carnival usage, money os mi 


doodlebug noun 1 in oil drilling, any mechanical or electrical device 
claimed as a tool to find oil us 1924 2 any small vehicle, such as a 
small tractor thattpufe dollies in a warehouse us tsss 
doodlebugger noun n oil d-iH'ng, a person who claims divine 
powers in locating oil us ©36 

doodle-gaze vert to stare al a woman in a lingering, lustful fashion 

doodles noun the te e ml nes th lital erise of doodle 
(the penis) WlJftthe vague sense (a small nameless article) us 2001 
doodly noun afphSng at all us, 1939 

doodly-squat noun 1 nothing al all us, cm. 2 low grade marijuana us, 

doo-doo noun i e rem it, II il in irati Also as 'do-dof A 
child's euphemisbv by reduplication of 'do' or 'doo' (excrement) 
us, tm . 2 trouble os, J9® 
doody; dooty noun excrement, GMIjfifeh us, m9 
doof noun i dance i hi i 2 i 1m e music aficionado 

Australia, 1998. 3 a party open to the public, often announced and 
cited clanedestinely, featuring drugs, music and sensory overload 
Australia, 2002. 4 a slow-witted [ 'lit I i unally a Scottish 
dialect word ys, im 

doof verb to hitSOntSorre UK. SQGTWtD, 1988 

doofah; doofer noun a thing, a gadget, an unnamed article. 

Probably from the sense that such an article will ‘do for now' uk 

doof ball noun an inept social outcast os 1977 
doofer noun TRALIA, 1998 

doofing noun dance music AUStmi,iA, 1997 
doofus; dufus noun 1 a dolt, a fool M.ms. 2 in caving and pot- 
holing, an inepl cave A specialist variation os 2004 
doohickey noun an object the exact name of which escapes the 
speaker os ism 

doojigger noun in bject the name I 1 he ipes the speaker os 

dook noun 1 in the gambling game two-up, a throw of heads three 
limes in a tow Australia 19a 2,1 hand Australia, 1924. 3 a fist 
Australia, 1977. 4(especially in 1 in - 1 1 ili u 1 playing marble. 
Has the short vowel of 'book’ and may be spelt 'doog' Australia, 

dOOk verb 1 t( ISTRALIA, 1915. 

2 to pay a brit ► dook them in the 

gambling game two-up, to threw heads three tiWips In a row 
AUsrmiA, i96$ 

dooker noun a member of a criminal enterprise whose job is to 
distract the authorities by creating a diversion us 1956 

dookie; dookey; dooky; dukey noun 1 excrement Children’s 
vocabulary os i9$9. 2 a paymaster Carniva usage, without variant 
spellings os neo 

Dookie nickname a student, alumni or supporter of Duke University 


doolacky noun 1 mi 1 thir imabol - 1 mo 
doolally; doolali; doolally tap; doodle-ally; doodally; tapped 

adjective 1 mad From the ol I mil ill I ip (a form of 
madness). Deolali (a military sanitarium in Bombay) corrupted and 
abbreviated as doo-laltf plus Hundustani tap (fevering ms, 

2 extremely drunk Extends from the previous sense uk 1943. 3 in a 
state of sensory confusion.. A compound of all senses: 'mad', 
'drunk' and 'broken' uk 2001 
doolander noun a powerful blow ok Scotland, ms 
dooley noun 1 a privvy; an outdoor toilet us is®. 2 heroin us, 1994 
doolie noun a foot mi$c0ruNEi..i98s, 
doolin noun a Roman Catholic I turn Mickey Doolin, the 
quintessential Irishman new Zealand, 1959 
doo-mommie go fuck your mother. A phonetic approximation of 
the Vietnamese du ma (fuck your mother) us, mi 
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DOOM pussy mission | dorcas 


DOOM pussy mission noun a night bombing run flown by US 
bombers over North Vietnam I he DOOM came from the the Da 
Nang Officer's Open Mess, the 'pussy' refered to the relative lack 
of danger in a night us mi 

doom tube noun the hollow of a wave that does not offer a surfer 
rtee ability to leave the hallow ws m 
doomy adjective ery iepre ed ind discouraged; dismal uk im 
door noun i a supplier of drugs Canada • > 2 a capsule of Doriden™, 
a trade nam lutethimide, a iti ► from the 

door the outset us rasz 
doorbell noun the nipple of a woman's breast US, 1973 
doorcard noun t face-up card 

door-hugger noun a girl who sits as far away from her date when he 
is driving as possible us, w 66 
door jockey noun a doorman us. rase 

doorknob noun i i ally in per n 2 a '■hilling. Pre- 

dearr%l rhyming slang for bob (a shilling)«, &gr 
doormat noun 1 a per n I is easil nanipulated by others uk 
im. 2 atoupee us, 1952. 3 in surfing, a bodyboarder, that is a surfer 
who Hies down antha’sttrfboard. Derogatory soifm Africa, zxg- 
door pops noun dice that have been altered so that they will score a 
7 or 11 more frequently than normal us 1950 
door-pusher noun e 

passenger door while riding in a car on a date us, 19 59 
doorshaker noun a night watchman us, 
doorstep noun ► not on your own doorstep a piece of folk- 
philosophy (often as an injunction) do not get sexually involved 
with anyone dosefte home, or at work uk, m3. 
doorstep verb < \ 1 1 111 1 1 111 1 1 ubject door in order 

to obtain anInterview,,-a photograph, &.cuk„ mi 
doorstep sandwich noun a rndwich that u 1 ry thick sli 
of bread 19® 

doorstop noun in computing, broken or obsolete equipment us, 1991 
door whore noun 1 meon npl li me clubbers to a 
club but who atfjdodtynSmfbrces a strict exclusion policy based on 
the club's style requirements uk, 1999. 2 a restaurant hostess us 1995 
doos noun a despicable person south Africa, 2004 
doosey noun heroin uk. 2003 

doosh noun the face. Glasgow slang uk Scotland, 1988 
do out of verb to swindle someone out of something uk 1825 
doovernouni , thing 1 thingumabob. Originally in World War 2 
services slang. Suggested origins include (1) a variant on doofah, 
Yiddish, a vpat» of Hebrew dinar (atbing), and ( 3 ) 
extracted from horses doovers. The first two are much more likely 
that the last Australia, mo. 2 the penis. From the sense as an 
’unnamed thing'AUpWK 1971 

do over verb 1 to beat someone u[ 21 • indie 01 take 

advantage of Australia, 3 to frisk, to search through someone's 

clothing or properly uk 1 m. 4 to have sex with someone Australia, 

dooverlackie; doovilackie noun a thir® f ihihgumSlfob Australia, 


doowally noun in ii In 1 per n il 1 le tf in first-class grip on 
reality. Glasgow slang, perhaps related to doolally (mad) uk 

$0TLAND. 1988 

doo-wop noun Os, featuring 

nonsense syllable!: sung n close harmony us. oca 
doozernouni in thingthati irge or ou indin \nada ms 2an 
exceptional example or specimen us, 1930 
doozy adjective an extraordinary example of something us, 1916 
dop noun 1 the head Ii n Afril nr nn empty vessel) south 
Africa, 1978. zany brandy rom Afrikaans ■Junes (husks of grapes) 
south Africa, 1896. 3 a short drink ol any spirits, a tot; the act of 
dwiMng Variant ’doppie' south africa, 1996 


,dhnk (alcohol) Jifem .Afrikaans dop (a drink)iO(jT»jWo 


dope noun 1 a drug, dru 2 marijuana 

south Africa. 1946. 3 heroin us, 1891. 4 information, especially confi¬ 
dential inform 5 6 

slang south Africa, 2003. 7 in oil drilling, a lubricant us, 1954 
dope verb 1 2 in the used car 

business, to hide a car's mechanical flaws us, 19® 
dope adjective 1 Ii 11 e -Gni I- - I 111 ii defines and 
sneers at society's failures; this common hip-hop usage, credited 
'M rap-pioneer Chief Rocker Busy Bee, rejects the negative and 
promotes the positive in the 'bad-as-good' way us /a si. 2 dull. Teen 

S\aSfg£0UM AFRICA. 2003 
dope! used 11 pressiu ppi nl uk 2003 

dope cake noun larijuana or hashish 

as (s'nfejor irjgfedrentcw 2002 

dope corner noun 1 1.mer here d ig re usually II 

dope daddy noun a drug dealer us 1936 
dopefied adjective artgiijf Us, 2000 
dope fiend noun a drug addict us. JssS 
dopehead noun a regular drug: user us im 
dope house noun a house or building where drugs are bought and 
ussfulws 

dope kit noun the equipment needed to prepare and inject drugs us 

dopeman noun a drug dealer us 1974 

dope off verb to fail to pay attention; to fall asleep us rats 

dope on a rope noun in ih-hi 1 111 han liding, a paraglider 

pilot US 1992 

dope out verb 1 to become, or spend time, intoxicated on rec¬ 
reational drugs us, 1970. 2 10 discover, to ascertain, to comprehend; 
to work out us 1906 


dope pull noun an addict's need for drugs us 1997 
doper noun a drug user us, 1922 

dope rope noun a cord attached 10 a surfer and his surfboard us is 
dope sheetnoun 1 1 I 1 1 1 r pamphlet 1 ring ‘in id- tips on 
horse betting us 1900. 2 in the television and film industries, a 
tanning report on- shooting kept by an assistant director uK i 960 
dope slope noun a beginner's ski slope us 19® 
dope smoke verb 1 1 us i 9 so 

dopester noun mance of 

racehorses and athletic teams hi order to predict future perform- 


dope stick noun a cigarett6.H$ ©« 

dope up verb to use drugs US't&e' 

dopey adjective 1 2 lethargic, dull; 

half-asleep under the influence of drink, medicinal or recreational 
drugs us, 1896 

dopey; dopie noun a drug uderapr addict us„.ts»- 

dopium noun opium; heroin us. 1942 

dor; door; dorie noun i psul Ii .I-(trade name 

Dpfiden™), a hypnotic sedative and central nervous system 
depressant us 1986 

doradillanoun m rrij 1 1 1 The pani 1 zoological name for a 
'wagtail' us, 1973 

do-rag noun a scarf worn on the head after a hair treatment process 

US. 1970 

dorcas noun 11-1 ii - 1 11-I 1 -1 1 f endearment. The 

Dorcas Society is a charitable society founded in the early C19, 
taking its name and biblical inspiration from the charitable nature 
of Dorcas recorded in Acts ix. 36. The original slang use, now 
obsolete, was as 'a seamstress who worked for charity'; that spirit 
is invested in this ppfari usage at forse-who cares' uk 2002 
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dordy! i: ■ i mm Ming surprise English gypsy use, from 
Romany dawdi uk 2000 

do-re-mi; dough-rey-me noun money. Extends from dough 
(money), punning on 'do-re-mi/doh-ray-mi' in ihe 'tonic sol-fa' 
system of music. Most strongly associated with Woody Gythrieis 
1937 sa'nig ’(IfYou Ain'iSet theltJo Re Mr'® 1926 
dorf noun a social outcast us, ixr 

Dorian love noun I Oscar Wilde's 

portrait us. m? 

do-right noun a favour us, rase 
do-right adjective righteous, diligent us 1936 
do-right boy noun a police officer® tsm 
do-righter noun a person who does not use drugs US, 1970 
Doris noun i a wni 11 in li ii i i I 10 II i lii ned female name 
uk 2 ooi. 2 a police van Barbados, 1955 
Doris Day noun 1 I mosexualit Rh ming slang for gay, formed 
from the name ol American singer and actress Doris Day (b.1924), 
perhapfe as a knowingly ironic reference to Rock Hudson, a ■ 
famously closeted homosexual, with Whdm she co-starred on 
several occasions uk 1992. 2 a way. Rhyming slang which reduces to 

dork noun 1 the | 2 

harmless person us. i9M 

dork verb 

dorkbrain noun an inept outfits, iSw 

dorkbreath noun used as a term of abuse us 1974 

dorkus noun a fool. An embellished dork us, ipi 

dorky adjective Mill ihiheresl Ihout social skills. 

From DORK US. 1976 
dorm noun a dormitory ui c 1900 

dormie noun with whom 

you share a dormitory room® 1966 
dorm rat noun a person living in a dormitory us, 1x3 
dorm rot noun a bruise on the skin caused by a partner's mouth 
during foreplay, a suction klS$ us wm 
do-room noun a room where drugs are used, especially injected tS 

Dorothy noun name of 

Welsh torch-singer Dorothy Squires, 1915-98, always used in a 
reduced torn uk im 

Dorothy Dixer noun 1 | uni I 1 1 n put to a Minister in 
parliament for which he or she has a prepared answer. Named 
after Dorothy Dix, a popular US question and-answer coluuftiWt 
AUSTRALIA, m3 

dory plug nickname a member of the Royal Canadian Navy Canada, 

dose noun i a case of a sexual I ransmitt 1 infection lk raw. 2 a 
curse, a spell Bahamas, i w. 3 an amount or quantity of something 
uk 1 W7. 4afour-month prison sentence. In earlier use (1860) as 
'three months' hard labour' uk 1996. 5 a single experience with LSD 
us 1967. 6 a dolt (is, inns. ► like a dose of salts very y 
.effectively From the laxative properties of Epsom Salts; especially 
Sr 'go through Something tike a dose of sats 3 m j®z 
dose verb 1 to introduce a drug, espsecially LSD, into a host 
substance; to give a drug to someone without their knowledge.os; 
1957. 2 to share drugs us 1 19 3 to ingest; to take a dose of us, 1971. 

4to infect another with a sexually transmitted disease us 19m 
dosed up adjective nfecte 1 1 ill 1 11 mitted disease us, 

dose of the shits noun 1 i case of diarrhoe r \ua 1979 2 a bad 
mOOd AUSTRALIA, 1973 
doses noun LSD CANADA. 2002 

dose up verb in pa e ill hi mi t in tion to someone 
else us. is® 


dosey-doe verb Lrom a basic call in 

American square dancing us. 1x1 
doshnounmone I I 1 n lini 1 I liar and'cash'; 
there at|#|o suggestions that the etymology leads back to doss 
(temporaryaccommodation), hence, it has been claimed, the 
motley required 'to doss', or Scottish dialect dess {tobacco pouch, 
a purse containing something of value) - note, too, that tobacco 
is related to money via quid. US ’dosh' didn’t survive but in mid- 
C20 UKand-Australia the word was resurrected, or coincidentally 
fe&MrteditS, 1854 
dosh verb to give UK 1999 

doss noun 1 sleep us, 1894. 2 a waste of time uk 199s. 3 an easy thing 
to do uk 1999. 4 an attractive female us ... sa brakevan (caboose) 


doss verb to sleep in temporary accommodation, usually on an 
improvised bed - floor, sofa, etc. Sometimes embellished to 'doss 
down' uk 1744 

doss about; doss verb to waste time ux, 0 fl 
dossbag noun i a sleeping bag. Gulf war usage uk 1991. 2 a lazy or 
j'ie person uk 2003 

dosser noun a homeless person, a vagrant Originally, 'one who 
frequented a doss house’, now applied equally to onewho sleeps 
rough UK 1866 

doss house noun a very cheap lodging-house; a shelter for the 
1889 

dossier noun in Quebe project In rd i an example of 

•TfWiwb CANADA 2002 

doss joint noun 11 tabllshment pr Ii heap, basic leeping 
quarters Australia, i$m 

dossy adjective dafttff-LSaSfe 

dot noun 1 LSD; a dose of LSD us 1 967. 2 the anus us, i9&t. 3 the 
clitoris us, 1964. 4 the bleed period of the menstrual cycle. 
Remembered as late 1970s usage us. 2000. s in hot rodding, a 
tailight us rasa. ► off your dot out of your senses uk 1926. ► on 
the dot exactly punctual uk 1909 
Dot nickname D I leste 1 1 IChuSettS US, 1997 
dot verb 1 to drop a small amount of LSD on a piece of paper us 
i97o. 2 to have anal intercourse. I rom dot (the anus) uk 2002. 3 to 
fit someone, to strife uk im 

dot-and-dash noun 11 12 .2 a 

moustache. Rhyming slang, for, probability, tash (a 
miaastachej and based on the morse code for ’A' uk 1992 

dot ball noun 

scored. From the dot that is recorded in the scorebookuK im 
dot-bomb noun a faited dotcom businessuSiJs&i 

dot con artist noun 1. I I pera 1 1 Intel net based 

fraud. A play on the internet business domain and generic ’dot 

1999 

Dot Cotton adjective i >m the name 

of a character played buttress June Brown in BBC teilyision's 
tastEndecs uK 2003 

Dot Cottoned adjective ill uni ill in erfect) rhyming slang, 
'Dot Cotton' for 'pissed rotten', from the character Dot Cotton, 
-playeti. by actress June Brown, in BBC television's EastEnders - the 
character is known for tipsiness uk 2002 
dot, dot, dot used m; hat ha; ned next, and then, etc. A 
verbalisation of the written narrative device . that is often used In 
.'rwiagtjE fKStfpfkto draw a veil over rrffinedfsof intimacy® 
do tell! >r mock- 

incTedufous us. mi 

dot head noun an Indian or Pakistani Offensive From the caste 
mark which MificJu women wear on their foreheads us was 
dot man noun a Departm it Fransportati 1 functionary who 
inspects trucks at motorway stops. Based off the agencys initials: 

DOT US, 1976 

dot on the card adjective definitely;.!® doubt uk 1999 
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dots | double-jointed 


dots noun sheet music From the look of written music os, 1927 
dotty adjective eccentric, .senile m m 
double noun 1 a street uk mr. 2 a pimp with more than one 
prostitute working for him us 1 -2. 3 in gambling, a bet on two 
different events in which the total return m the first selection is 
automatically staked on the second uk 2001. 4a twenty-dollar note. 
An abbreviation of double smxbuck « 5. lift on a bicycle or, 

formerly, a horse Australia, 1947. ► on the double swiftly. From 
military use for 'n®l|bing at twice the regular speed' uk, ms 
double verb to give someone a lift on a bicycle or, formerly, a horse 
AUSTRALIA, i 95 o. ► double in brass lo pe-iomr iwo or more tasks 
atonce. A term from thd theatre, where ah actor might play a 
brass instrument in the orchestra whig ifiot p stage acting us, ?9ffl 
double adverb very much. Often used as an intensifier uk ms 
double 8 noun in the television and film industries, 16mm film uk. 


double ace noun in dominoes, the 1 -1 piece us. 1959 
double adaptor noun 1 a male who both gives and receives anal sex 
Australia. 1987. 2 a bisexual Scamto youth street slang (South 
African townsh i psj south Africa, .ms 

double-aught buck noun I ut 2 ilii buckshot used in 

police shotguns us, m2 

double bag verb to use two condoms at once us, 1939 
double-bagger noun an ugly woman-t/y-Jase 
double bank noun to ride 1 econr >er 1 on i horse, or later, a 
bicycle Australia, m 

double bank verb to double lire number of animals pulling a load 

AUSTRALIA 1867 

double-barreled adjective extreme us, iss/ 

double-bass noun ial isition in lit I 1 nan, having entered 
a woman from: behind, simultaneously applies manual Stimulation 
to her nipples and. clitoris Australia, 2002 
double belly buster noun in poker, a handl#0t requires two cards 
to make a five-card sequence us was 
double-blue noun a pill I 

barbitutrate m m 

double bubble nouni an amount that is twice as much, especially 
money. A rhyming play on 'double' uk. i m. 2 overtime at double 
rate uk. 2005. 3 a water pipe with two channels, used for smoking 
marijuana us, ms. 4 cocaine in a smokahle form. Marketed as 
being twice as potent when inhaled us, 1993. 5 in prison, interest 
demanded pn an advance of drugs, tobacco or any other fpri of 
prison currency With variant 'double back' uk ns. 6 a very 
attractive girl. Teen slang us, tm 

double buffalo noun fifty-five miles an hour I he US five-cent piece 
features an engraved-buffelotis.ifs*. 
double carpet noun 1 -1 Dubious accounting 

'doubles' the odds from a carpet (3-1) uk kkk 2 in prison, a 
sentence of six months. .Literally, 'twice a carpet ' (three 


double-clutching adjective used as a jocular euphemism for 

'rnolfierfiyeking' us, 1964 

double-column we* to (^another vehicle -and stay in the passing 
tene t® m2 

double cross noun 1 I ill 1 tablet ol mphetamine or other 
central nervous system stirmrtafitus, rs?r 
double-cunted adjective possessing a slack and distended vagina us. 

double damn defo adverb very definitely, certainly. An 
intensificatiSft of deffo; defo uk 2003 
double dare; double dog dare verb teijftellengg. SProwoftioi-dQ- 
sprawling us .ms 

double deuce noun a .22 -calibre gift«s, 1994 
double-diamond lane noun the right or slow lane on a motorway. 
Named for the logo of the McLean Ti^efe-iEw®" believed to have 
Sfeplpwest ffUfiSs in the industry c/s, im 
double dibs! used as a strong assertion of a claim of rights to 
sdfiiethrng-us, W7 

double-digit fidget noun the anxiety le 1 by US troops in Vietnam 
with less than 100 days left before leaving Vietnam us. mi 
double-digit midget noun 1 dier lh le man 100 days left in 
their tour of duty us, 1969 
double dime noun twenty us S# 
double dime note noun a twenty-dollar note t® mi 
double dink verb to give someone a lift on a bicycle or, formerly, a 

double-dip verb 1 2 a piece of food 

into a shared sauce or re ish ailei taking a bite us. m3 

double dipper noun a bisexual ax isgk- 
double-dipping noun \ ferent sources for the 

same work or reason Slang from the ice-cream parlour, where the 
'ddahli dip' cone had two scoopo# ice-cream us; im 

double dome; green double dome; green single dome noun 

LSD US, 1994 

doubledome noun an intellectual us m3 
double-door verb in pool, to beat someone quickly. The image is 
that the defeated player has no sooner walked in the front door 
tftan he is walking out the back dodrus, tm 
double dooring noun an act of criminal fraud perpetrated on a 
hotel, in which lire fraudstei arrives hi the manner of a legitimate 
customer -but departs by the hack door leaving the aiepnt 
unpaid uk m 

double duke verb to arrange a deck of cards so that two players will 
be dealt good hands us, mn 

double Dutch; Dutch noun.-Hi 1 | h Double Dutch is 

i||o a secret language in which wards are disguised to prevent 
understanding by outsiders uk mn 

double eighty-eights; double 88s best wishes; warm wishes us, 


double century noon in m per hourt/s, 1955 

double cheese noon in pool, the situation when either player can 
win with oneshdflgr.9993 

double cherry drop noun a variety of MDMA, the recreational drug 
best known as ecstasy uk 19% 

double-choked adjective extremel I ipp rinted or disgruntled, 
utterly disgusted utt ' 

double click your mouse; double click verb of a female, to 

masturbate. An al union 10 manipu ation o : Hie c itoris Australia, 


double fever noun: miles-.ah bourufpsf fever (fivgjt® m 

double fin noun teh idsltersi Off- years us, ms 
double-fisted adjective large, imposing us. isss 
double fives noun a greeting or 

for expressing appreciation of that which has Just been said us. 1977 
double-gaited adjective bisexual as, 1927 
double harness noun marriage Australia, ms 
double-hatted adjective serving in two positions simultaneously us. 


double-clutch verb 1 to partake of more than your share of a 
marijuana cigarette being passed around a group us, mo. 2to 
move quickly; to do anything quickly us. s-'-s. 3 to grab someone in 
the preftch and the buttocks Bahamas, 1982 
double-clutcher noun used as. a humorous euphem sm kr 
'motherfucker' us 1x7 


double-header; doubleheader noun 1 an event where two acts 
share the headline m 2a - 2 an activity engaged in twice in a row 
or the same day, especially 

double infinity noun in poker, a pair of eights Turned on its side, a 
figure eight is an infinity symbol us m 

double-jointed adjective exceptional us r 974 
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double L noun i'landline'us, 1976 

double loaded adjective carrying a large amount, especially of stolen 
property uk wx 

double net noun in betting odd o 20-1 Literally,'twice a net' 
( 10 - 1 ) UK 1991 

double nickel noun i fifty-five; five-fifty us, mo. 2 a ten-year prison 
sentence us ms. 3 fifty-five mi es an hour, the speed limit 
imposed throughout the--.US : Byithe federal government in 1974 US- 

double nickels noun in craps, a fdlbdpten made with a pair of fives 


double nuts noun double zero us. mi 
double-o noun a close examination us, 

Double-0 nickname I 

double O's noun KQbl Cfjgafrtit m%is, mi 

double packer noun a membei of the He's Angels who is prone to 
lake a girlfriend with him on excursions us >966 
double rock noun crack cocaine diluted with procaine uk, ms 
double rough noun a prison sentence #fi 58 years us >990 
double rush ve/t 1 III in an expedit ll hior ti le 
messenger slang, used as the tfiw#r a shortlived television 
©medy (CBS, 1995 ) us 199s 
double saw noun 1 1 ity-yearjail ;entence us razs 
double sawbuck; double saw noun a twerrty-dollar note us 194 
double sawski noun a twenty-dollar note us tm 1 . 

double stacked noun parametf im hetamine F 1 , 1 A. A drug that 
is difficutt to distinguistTflom mdma (ecstasy) uk, 2001 
double stacks noun MDMA, the recreational drug best known as 
ecstasy us, 2002 

double stack white Mitsubishi noun an extra thick tablet of 
paramethoxyamphetamine, PMA, etched with the Japanese car 
manufacturer's lap, -easily jJSftfusetJ with MDMA us, 2000 
double-stakes-about noun in gambling, a type of conditional bet 

mmt 

double taps noun in betting, odds of 15-8. From the tick-tack 

signal for the odds UK 1991 

double time adveih 1 nuch, greatl I li ml /. Variation of big 
time (entirely) with double as the intensifietklJS 1994 
double ton noun 1 in cricket, a batsman’s score of 200 runs or more 
in one innings UK 199 5. 2 in motor racing, 200 miles per hour us. 


double 


douche bag noun 1 pt person us 

1945. 2 a promiscuous woman prisoner us 19 3 in trucking, (he 

windscreen was container us, 1971 4 a shower kit. Vietnam war 
‘tfirlitery usage us, 1991 
douched adjective exhausted us, ism 
douche job noun a wash or steam cleaning of a truck us, 1971 
douche kit noun a shaving 1920 

douche out verb as a prank, to flood Hie floor of a room by pouring 
buckets of water under the crack of the dopf US, i$6? 
doucher noun an annoying, unlikeable person us 2004 
doudou noun used 1 111 1 ill 1 li-ii I in French Creole, 

ultimftelirfrom French doux (sweet) uk 1998 
dough nouni money 2 in American infantryman. Korean 

war usage; shortened from the earlier doughboy us 195; 

doughball noun IN I I K: SCOTLAND, 1988 

doughboy noun i a soldier in the infantry Many inventive, but 
unproved, explanations for Hie term's coining can be found us. 

1947. 2 a catering employee on a televison or film set us, 1997 
dough dolly noun 1 lii e Ed ird Island 1 I e of bread cut off 
for breakfast after rising overnight Canada, 1988 
doughfoot noun i in mil mi HI i 2 in^wer to the 

doughboy of World War 1 us 1943 
dough-gods noun if a stew Canada, rasz 

dough-head noun a fool. From the thick consistency of conventional 
'dough' m. 1838 

doughnut noun 1 a tightly driven full circle, typically executed by 
young drivers who eave tyre marks from the sharp turns and 
acceleration us i 960 . 2 a tyre; in motoi racing, a fat, treadless tyre 
us, m2. 3 a traffic roundabout uk, mi. 4 an undersized, often 
illegal, steering wheel us, 1 1 so. 5 any material produced to be played 
•*|i theradfe which leaves asilent space tn the middle far Infor¬ 
mation provided by the announcer us raso. 6 (he anus Australia, 
mss. 7 the inside 0' a round, In- low wave us mis. 8a fool, a crazy 
person. Probably abbreviated from doughnut head; possibly newly 
coined; combining conventional 'dough' to suggest a thick consist¬ 
ency and nut (the head); or, possibly, an elaboration of 'nuf ($ ' 
crazy person). Also Spelt 'donut' uk 200) 
doughnut verb i l' luster i und a eake ing support. When 
television cameras weie introduced in the House of Commons in 
1989 -,their focus was exclusively on the speaker. To give the 
impression of support of, or even interest in, what was being said, 
.-i|her MPS-would cluster aropnd - 'doughnut’ - the speaker, 
muttering words of support UK 1297. 2 to win a game without your 
■|>ppSrfent scoring^ 7971 


double trouble noun 1 1 | ule 1 I in 1 n .barbital and 

sodium secobarbital (trade name Tuinal™), a combination of 
central nervous system depressants us 2 any combination of 
drugs us, 1990. 3 a member of Alcoholics Anonymous who is 
seeking treatment for a second psychological disorder. Tlftewho- 
.succeed are known as 'double winners' us, 1990 
double ups noun vials of crack cocaine us, 1992 
Double Willie noun 1 tagef ind ho is pair 1 1 he doubletime rate 
for working through meal and rest Breaks us, 1973 
double yoke noun racf lin Perha H 1 1 inference to the 
'yoke' of addiction, punning on the contents of an egg uk 1998 
double-yolker noun 1 a fool. Prison usage new Zealand, 199.9. 2 a ewe 
-tarrying twins wattsALAA/K 2002 

double zero; zero zero; zero-zero noun aj$j$ grade varie^-of 
hashish from Morocco; generally, marijuana uk 199 6 
double zero rocky noun cannabis resin uk 1999 
doubting Thomas noun a perpetually sceptical person uk iszz 
douche noun ) h “i m 1 111 r militar u igeus, 1991 
douche verb i to take an enema I i rafter inal sex us 1972. 2 to 
reject someone's.-app&afi0ftifoE membership in-afraternity, 

SOf#l%f’GfClui3{S 1968 


doughnut bumper noun 1 a lesbian us, ssz. 2 an aggressive, domi¬ 
nant lesbraB us 1992 

doughnut dolly; donut dolly noun a female Red Cross volunteer in 
Vietnam. Vietnam win usage. I rom the practice of Red Cross vol- 
■ tintebts serving doughnuts and coffee to the trpdpS us, im 
doughnut head noun used 1 1 fern 1 1 1 e u ;e ting an empty 
head us, iszz 

doughnut six; donut six noun he leader 11 up of female Red 
Cross workers in Vietnam 'Six' was radio code for a unit's 
commander us r 990 
dough-pop verb to flit Hard US 1972 

dough-roll noun a wife us 

dough-roller noun 1 a baker us, urn. 2 a wife or female lover us 1929 
Douglas Hurd; douglas noun 1 third-da university degree. This 
rhyming slang, based on Britain's former ■ oreign and 
Commonwealth ecr 1 ucce I-1 j thora uk 2000. 2 a turd. 
?®ymir% slang, formed from the name of the English Conservative 
politician (he was Foreign Secretary 1989 - 95 ) and ndye-tst; Lord 
Douglas Hu fd 00,1 930 ) uk im 

dougla tonic noun any liquid poison In Trinidad, suicide by Indians 
is associated with poison trinidadand tobago, 2003 










217 


Douk | Doyle Brunson 


Douk noun a Don I h( » i nember if a ussiar iimge religious sect 
with settlements in Western Canada. The Doukhobors were known 
fjr taking off all their clothes when brought to court Canada, » 6 ? 
do up verb 1 1 2 apply a tourniquet 

before injecting a drug intravenously os, 1970. 3 to beat up. A vari- 

douse verb ► douse the glim to turn off the lights us, 194 5 
dove noun i a five-dollar note us 2002. 2 a tablet of MDMA, the rec¬ 
reational drug best known as ecstasy, identifiedifp|o embossed 
dove-based motif Variously known, often: depending on their 
appearance, as 'love dove', 'double dove' or 'white dove' uk 1932 
Dover boat noun a coat. Rhyming slang.eijc tm 
Dover harbour noun a bat per. R: ryning slang UK 1992 
doves noun crack cocaine us, 1993 

dowager noun il man us. 1941 

do what? what are you saying? uk im 

down noun i any barbiturate or central nervous system depressant 
us 1971. 2 a dislike i inti; I ► have a down on 

tafaa ® something or someone in law esteem Australia, im 
down verb i to finish a drink uk. 1922. 2 to sell stolen goods us, ns7 
down adjective 1 “ lent; il 1 I nable 2 willing, 

prepared, eager us, 1944. 3 aware of the current social fashions and 
opinions; being or feeling a part of a general or specific social 
scene, A narrow -ig-ofnc: earlier UK Cl 8 sense (wide-awake, 
suspicious, aware); modern,Tjf@ilis mainly aiapk or trendy us, 1944. 

4 (of surf conditions) flat us. razz. 5 depressed uk. mo. 6 in custody; 

► down on w 

opinion of sor ► down to 1 responsible for uk, 

1970. 2 because of attributable to uk 195s 
down adverb i down to or down at 2 to hospital 

BARBADOS 1965. ► get down lo inject (a drug) into a vein us, m,9 
downalong adjective in Barbad l r[ tainin lo the other 
British West Indies islands Barbados, J965 
down and dirty adjective 1 higl 1 ipetiti - no holds barred us 
ms. 2 descriptive of the final card in a game of seven-card stud 
poker. It is dealt face-down And: it greatly affects the chances of A 

down and out adjective homeless; without money us. tgoi. 
down beat noun ► on the down beat declining in popularity us. 


downblouse noun ally to seeing 

awcrfiten's breasts looking down her blouse £8; 1994 
downer noun 1 a circumstance that depresses; a depressing experi¬ 
ence. From down (depressed) 1 is, 1957. 2 a barbiturate or other 
cenlral nervous system depressant us, ms. 3 an animal being led 
to slaughter that is too sick or dp||d to walk into the 
slaughterhouse. This sense of the word began to enjoy great 
popularity in the US in late 2003 with the publicity surrounding 
Mad Cow Disease in US cattle us, no. ► have a downer on to 
held something oassifjetipe in low esteem Australia -wsi 
down for mine adjective willing to stand up for your group &$. is® 
down hill adjective in sentence us, 

down home noun 1 il, espe II the Manhattan Detention Pens us, 
1982. 2 the US federa penitentiary in A: I, nta, Georgia us. 1992. 3a 
relatively specific place in the Maritime Provinces Canada, im 
down home adjective exemplifying the essence of black culture us, 

downhomer noun person I.. 1 do ly with his maritime 

rOOtS CANADA, 1988 

downie noun a central ner u tern d inters, rsa 
Downing Street noun in m i rme he number ten. From 70 
Downing Street, the official address of the British prime minister 

download verb to defecate. A[ >li< hi .puter terminology to 

ttie Siitet’6QWt.OSr|g(S 


down low adjective tl l u e Uk 1990s 

down on your Mamas and Papas adjective in dire financial straits, 
ftljymihg slang.fcr down on your upper; formed on a 1960s' US 

j»p-gFOUp UK, 2004 

down on your uppers adjective n d ie- inunun straits. When the 
upper of a shoe is worn down, a person might as well be walking 
barefoot us, 19a 

down pressor noun an oppressor. Rasta patois Jamaica, m2 
down south noun, adverb i below the waist; the genitals us. m2. 

2 Antarctica; - 3 ■ tentiary in 

Atlanta, Georgia us, m2. ► it's raining down south experiencing 
the bleed period of the menstruation cycle us, urn. ► it's 
snowing down south your slip is showing us ms 
downstairs noun the genital area, especial ly of female UK 2002 
down the banks noun a reprimand; a piece of your mind Ireland, 


down the block adjective in prison, in the punishment cells uk ms 

down the drain; down the drains noun the brain; brains)*. 
Rhyming slang uk 199s 

down the drain adjective lost, wasted, failed uk, 1930 
down the food chain adjective I - U n 1 int in the 
hierarchy ®§ a business or social organisation, father down the 
chain of command. An allusion to the natural organisation of 
species, each being thgfood source for the next one up the t^r.' 
logical chain uk, 1999 

down the gurgler adjective I 

down the hatch!' I li 1 I m ■ 1 1 1 1 ■ 

precursor to taking a drink and as an encouragement to take 
medicinttt#, m 

down the mine adjective said of the nose of a surfboard that has 
knifed'below the ocean surface Australia, raw 
down the pan adjective lost, wasted, failed A variation of down the 


down there noun, adverb the genitals. A precious if unmistakable 

■euphemism as ms 

down the road adjective in prison uk 19S2 

down the steps adverb used to denote a sentence to imprisonment 

down time noun ii 1 1 1 n free m Adopted m industry, where 
the term means that machines aren't working, hence free time for 
workers uk 19% 

down to the ground adverb thorough’/ extremely well uk js$? 

down to the rivets adjective (used of brake ipadS'QsF’f-cHtfftfhf 
■©ifepjely worn us. 1992 

downtown noun 1 heroin us. m3. 2 in pool, the foot end of the table 
us, 1993. 3 during the Vietnam war, the airspace above Hanoi, North 
Vietnamtps, i%7 


downtowner noun a member of the US embassy staff in Vientiane, 
Laos, Used with more than a trace ofMtaort by US troops in the 
’field us mi 

down trip noun any unpleasant, uninspiring experience us 1*7 
down trou noun ousers new Zealand, 


Down Under; down under noun Australra AUSoatH, 1915 
Down Under; down under advert in Australia Australia, 1 886 
downy noun a bed. A reference to the 'down' found in bedding us, 


dowry noun value of a tra¬ 

ditional bride's dowry uk iss9 
doxy; doxie noun 1 n 11 mill■ 11 I 1 m U 11 1 h 
beggar's trull’ (the unmarried mistress of a beggar). Beginning in 
CKHttQPk.on a softer and broader sghSe-u/c, 1530 
Doyle Brunson noun in hold 'em poker, a ten and a two as the first 
two cards deall to a player. Poker player Doyle 'Texas Dolly’ 
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-iilrunson won the World Poker two years in a row wf®f. 

_4his hand us m2 

D'Oyly Carte; d'oyly noun 1 a 1111 Rhyming ng f< med from the 
name of the opera company, founded 111 1875, that specialises in 
presenting the works of Gilbert and jSallvan. One of various 
backstage names for the opera company is 'TheiOilyfjrt' Uk m2. 

2 the heart. Rhyming slang uk, m2 
do you kiss your mother with that mouth? used as a rejoinder 
to prdaefty us, m2 

do you know something? used as a gem e if meaningless 
introduction to what might otherw 
unkind or abrupt. As an example: 'Do you know something? I 
rather like you.' uk 1974 

do you like the taste of hospital food? used as a jocular threat 

of violences uii 


dozens noun a game of ritualistic insult us, ms 
dozer noun 1 ni iriju in 1 2 1 bulldozer us, 1942 

dozey adjective slow; stafSdAUJrwHA im 
dozo noun a dolt NmziMAm 1998 
dozy adjective stupid, lazy. Military coinage ijk, 1999 
DP noun 1 double penetration. In the pornography industry, this 
usually refers to a woman who is being penetrated simultaneously 
in the vagina and anally, viewers of American pornography have 
been obsessed with this type of double penetration since the 
1990s Technically, it refers to two objects or body parts inserted 
2 

displaced person uk, 194: 3 Dr tepper™ soda A drink favoured, 
|>ence a term heard mostly in the southern <J5 19m 
DPP noun a vagina simultaneously penetrated by two penises. An 
abbreviation of 'double pussy penetration' us. 2000 
D.P.Q. noun a dumt issenger ue n Canada. 1989 
DPs noun a par of men's c ose-fitting ar id revea ing nylon swimming 
trunks. An initialism of dick pointers or dick pokers austral/Ai j$s' 
drab noun a prett rl, especiall ne I is ne in town us, 1947 
drack noun an unattr tive nar tralia, i960 
drack adjective i dreary; dull, awfu , unpleasant. Possibly derived from 
Dfaeula, but others have suggested it is an alteration of dreck 
Australia, 1944. 2 (of a woman) unattractive Australia, 1949 
dracs noun the > Hollywood at 

least, has overlarge painted canines fttr puncturing the i^ti-pf his 
yictimsrc/ic 2001 

draft beast noun a student who studies hard in preparation for 
exams trinidad ant>.t 000 o, ,2603 
drafty noun draught' be^f.Et' 19& 

drag noun 1 anyt 11 1 11 net 1111 rted u oi%? 2 a con¬ 

ventional, narrow-minded person us 1947. 3 an unattractive girl us, 
1955. 4 a transveslite uk m 5 female clothing worn by men; male 
clothing worn by wamen.jSpn bom in the theatre, but the 
non-theatrical jense has long dominated. He or she who wears 
'drag' may or may not be a homosexual uk, isto. 6 any kind of 
clothing uk 1959. 7 clout, influence us, 1 ".8,1 street or road, 
especially a major urban slreel uk is: 1. 9 a car. rrom earlier senses 
'as a coach', 'a cart', 'a wagon and a van'. Engtfcjh; Gypsy use uk, 
ku:. 10 11 an 

inha ation (of a cigarette, pipe or cigar) us, 1904. 12 a marijuana 
igiretle 13 1 he er al the ver rear I 1 group of 

.Soldiers on patrol. From the older term 'drag rider' (1888) for the 
cowhand riding at the rear of a herd us mi. 14 a sentence of three 
months' imprisonment Australia, rszz. 15 a confidence game in 
which a wallet is dropped at' bait for Hie victim us ress. ► the 
drag a several-block area near Independence Square, Spain, 
Trinidad trinidad and tobago, um 
drag verb 1 to bore or annoy us. 1944. 2 to wear clothing of the 
opposite sex us mi. 3 to compete in a drag race, a quarter-mile 
race from a standing start US, 1950. 4 in poker, to take (chips) from 
the pot as change for a bet us, /%/. 5 in poker, to take the house 


percentage out of a pot us, rass. 6 to rob vehicles uk, 1970. 7 to lead 
on, to entice us, kiss ► drag the chain to be slow to perform 
some task; to lag behind. Metaphorically referring to Australia's 
gonyiCt era when prisoners were chained together, but originally jri' 
US®affiongst shearers and only recorded long after chain gangs 
were a thing < ► drag your anchor to 

lose control of yourself and drift towards trouble. Clearly 
understood nautical origins us, m3 
drag-ass adjective tired, lazy 

drag back ver* to re-imprison a convict released on licence us mo 
drag ball noun a dance dominated by rlen dressed as women us, 

drage; droge; droje; draje noun any kind of clothing. Affected vari- 

dragged adjective in I | I “d US 1952 
dragger noun a thief who steals vehicles or their contents uk 1950 
draggin' wagon noun 1 a b 1 1 especiall n military tow truck. 
Also known as a 'dragon wagon' us, 1945 2 in drag racing, a fast car 

'tk 1968 

draggy adjective boring, tedious is ism 
drag it! let's hurry up! Teen slang us. 1951 

drag king noun a woman who impersonates a man, especially one 
who performs In a male persona US, m5 
drag mag noun 1 11 1 zin 1 1 iattran estites us isz? 
dragon noun 1 the pern iriginall in the phr e 'water the dragon' 
(of a man, to urinate) uk mi 2 heroin us, mi. 3 an ugly or 
unpleasant woman. A variation of the conventional sens|<|f : Ssi; 
aggressive woman', often as 'old dragon' uk 1992 


dragonfly noun 1 A- >ir iff 1 ed in the ietnam war largely as a 
close air-supporl fighter for ground forces us, ms 
dragon lady noun 1 1 iggr 1 ruthle imhitious woman. Her 
traits make a man a leader; from a comic strip character who 
along with being ruthless etc. is from the Far East us, 1952. 2 an 
, n||mou^iavalry assault vehicle us. taw 
Dragon Lady nickname Madame Ngo Dinh Nhu, sister-in-law of 

' 1 r: I ■ I" V'cil I.V IICSi: P'CSIC! IV D'C'U M, dCIIU: 111 'll, iked 0 

Diem's brother, established herself as Vietnam's unofficial First 
Lady. She supported the abolition of divorce, birth control and 
abortion, and closed a -number of*nightclubs us mi 
dragon rock noun n. A combi¬ 

nation of dragon (heroin) and rock (crack) uk 2002 
dragon ship noun any of several U le 1 iter gunships equipped 
with Gatling guns during the Vietnam war us m7 
Dragon's Jaw nickname the Thanh Hr a railway and road bridge, 
spanning the Song Via River three mi es north of Thanh Hoa, the 
capital dfAnnamiSevince, North Vietnam us 1974 
drag queen noun r mar 1 1 II I 1 not il homosexual, who 
frequently or invariably wears women's clothing From drag 
(women's clothes when worn by men) and queen (an effeminate 
homosexual man). The social conditions that prevailed when this 
term was coined allowed for less obvious and glamorous cross- 
dressing u$; mi 

drags noun diag 1 1 e erie 1 ;uar r-mik ents where the cars 
start at rest, and achieve extremely high speeds us m3 
drag show noun a performance by men dressed as women us 1959 
drag squad noun the unit providing rear-guard security behind a 
larger bodyofsottifiis us, mi 

dragster noun a in others' ciga- 

dragula noun 1 11 1 til 1 nl ppea it night. A 
compounding of drag (female c othing worn by men) and Dracula 
(a legendary creature of the night) uk 2003 
drag up verb 1 to dress in women's clothes uk 2002. 2 to quit a job 
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drag weed noun marijuana us 1949 

Drain noun ► the Drain the Waterloo and City underground 
ranvy^'Uc.tas: 

drain verb (used of a bail in pint I 1 pla tt the bottom of 
the playing field us, vv/. ► drain the dragon (used of a male) to 
urinate Australia, 1971. ► drain the main vein (used tfo male) 
to urinate us, mum. ► drain the radiator to urinate us, 1977. 

► drain the train ► drain 

the vein to urinate os, re©. ► drain the weasel (used of a 
male) to urinate os mi. ► drain your crankcase (used of a 
male) tdiiflhttsoN/itM, 20m 

draino! used by a golfer to celebrate a long putt falling into the hole 

usmr 

drain pipe noun wly but surely 

accumulates winnings, draining money from other players us 1996 
drama mama noun an elaborately effeminate male Singapore, 2002 
drama queen noun 1 w > 1- | neate in unnecessary or 

excessive fuss. Originally gay usage us 1 990 
drammer damner noun a harsh theatre critic 
drape noun 1 2 the sag of a suit 

favoured byzoot suiters and their fellow travellers os, re© 
drape verb to dress, to attire us, m2. ► drape the shape to get 
dressed os, re6t> 

drape adjective said of a stylized, baggy men's suit favoured by zoot 

draped adjective adorned with a lot of gold jewellery us 1995 
drapes noun bell-bottom pants os, m 

drape shape noun a baggy loose-fitting 1 I f clothing popular in 
the 1940s os, i 9 s$ 

drat! used as a mild expletive. From 'C,od rot!' us ms 
dratted adjective damned us ; ms 

draw noun 1 a winning be that ikmaker 2 marijuana; a 

marijuana cigarelle us 1 w. 3 a cigarette Australia, 1955. 4 in pool, 
backspin applied to the cue ball us, im 
draw verb while injecting ,1 drug, to pull blood into the syringe to 
verify that the needl 1 hi 1 >lo< I ein ► draw dead 

in poker, to draw cards into a hand that cannot win os 1990. 

► draw the crabs 1 10 ai.traci. the enemy s attention; to draw fire 
Australia, 1918. 2 to attract unwanted attention Australia, mss. 

► draw the crow 

ii ething ► draw water (ot the sun) to exhibit 

long, vertical lines in the sky. Said in Nova Scotia to be a sign of 
approaching rain,, it occurs also in New England, where it is said to 
be a sgftw clear weather Canada, m2 
draw down on verb to draw Qutaritj.ipoint guns at os 1974 
draw drapes noun Hie foreskin of an uncircumcised penis us 1979 
drawers noun sex os, ms 
drawing room noun a brakevan (caboose) os rezz 
drawings noun 1 information; gossip; news os re©. 2 plans for a 
Course 'Of 'acffA'pS. 1990 

draw up verb t i mi- Iru intr 11 Derive from the initial 
act of drawing up blood into Hie syringe to mix with the narcotic 
before re-injection us im 

dread noun 1 a Rastafarian I torn the distinctive dreadlocks hairstyle 
worn by Rastasfarians Jamaica, re/6. 2 a black person. From the pre¬ 
vious Sense; prison usage ek as* 

dread adjective 1 be negative 

qualities to any situation. West ndian and UK black ok 1977. 

2 ftighttftlg UK 1996 

dreaded adjective 1 of had, in dreadlocks us 2003. 2 fashionable, 
popular, in 

dreaded lurgi; the lurgi; the lergy; lergnoun any malaise or 
minor ailment. The 'dreaded' variation is ,1 direct quotation from 
The Goon Show, which was originally broadcast on BBC radio in' 
1951. So much 1 n th® world-Of the Goons was ‘dreaded 1 . The 
’lurgi’ a currency amo'ng $<3t$S@fe8lidr6n where it was 


further applied to notional illnesses and any vaguely unpleasant or 
unclean disease that another could be accused of carrying ok 1954 
dreadfully adverb Im 1 11 user 1 imply or intensify a 
pejorative sense us r®7 

dreadlocks noun l ie 

Rastafarians Jamaica, 19so 

dreads noun die ,dl 1- ifarian mi in vhich the hair is 
not combed or brushed, Wming matted clump^jof locks’ us w 
dream noun 1 an appealing, attractive member of whatever sex 
attracts you m. ms. 2 opium os, 1929. 3 cocaine us ms 
dreamboat noun 1 a sexually attractive person us, 1944. 2 a well- 
ffilintained, large luxury car, mms 
dream book noun 1 » I 1 1 1 >urp 11 1 > interpret dreams, 
suggesting numbers to be played in an iUegal lottery based on 
'symbols in the dreacrpos re© 

dream cube noun a sugar cube impregnated with LSD us 19© 
dream dust nou/ 05,1957 

dreamer nouni a motorist who thinks that he can outrun a police 
car Police humour us re©. 2 morphine or a morphine addict us 
1992. 3 a blanket us. 1973 
dreamers noun sheets for a bed CSS 1 ms 
dream gum noun opUjm; herofnos, 1934 
dreamland noun 5 190s 

dream number noun in nilega umber gambling lottery, a bet 
based on the bettor's dream, either directly or as interpreted by a 
dream book us 1949 

dreams noun hei in. From eai 1 I nse a opium' us 2003 
dream sheet noun a list created by a soldier of the places where he 
would like to be shipped. Rarely realised us. refr 
dream stuff noun marijuana us ts* 

dream team noun best in the field us, 

dream ticket noun m ideal ,.- e pedal I of politicians for the 

purposes of electron .Originally applied to Richard Nixon and 
Nelson RocketfBler as running mates for the 1960 US Presidential 
election. Adopted in the UK during the 1980s, reflecting a new, 
.mare Affieflcan style of political presentation u$, -a® 
dream tobacco noun marijusha : {#gte 
dreamy adjective very attractive, beautiful, desirable us, 1941 
drecknoun 1 excrement; worth ess trash f rom the Yiddish and 
German for 'dl 2 heroin us 2002 

drecky adjective 1 dreck (excrement, 

trash) us 1979 

dreece noun tapt yafis of. anything us.mso 
drenched adjective drunk us. 192s 

drepsley soup noun (among Canadian Menuomt.es) a broth soup 
with dumplings canapa, 199a 

dress down verb to dress up. Often intensified with 'for a 
motherfucker’ us res* 

dressed adjective armed MS im 

dressed up like a preacher adjective overdressed ^j^dressed 

US, 1991 

dresser noun a 1 11 1 1 1 1 1 ith ry | ible iccessory us, m2 

dress for sale noun a prostitute us, 1979 

dress in rert to u han the h rn upon arrival for prison- 

issued clothes us, 1976 

dressing room lawyer noun an actor who is quick to recognise and 
address wrongs by theatre management uk 1952 

dress out verb t e hange .. lothingf 1 treet clothes upon 

release from prissrifiS 1976 

dress-tail noun \nd tobago, 2003 

dress-up noun an ur 11 in 1 irag queen (a nan dressed as a 
woman) uk a#2 
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dressy casual adjective of style or fashion, informal yet smart and/or 
expensive us. 1999 

drib noun an unskilled poker player us, W67 
dribble noun small, weak waves us. mi 

dribble verb 1 awn by use of 

hydrauiS& To 'dribble' a basketball is to bounce it, hencfethe 
transference here 1 is. 1 «1. 2 lo meander, to walk us. i960 
dribs and drabs noun pubic lice. Rhyming slang for crabs uk, 1992 
drift ve/t to leave*. im 

drill verb 1 to have sex from a male perspective. From the imagery 
of a long hard tool opening a hole ui m> 2 to inject (a drug) us. 
1970. 3 to shoot (with ,i bullet); to kill by shooting uk 1720. 4 to 
interrogate us 1 : s to kick, throw or bowl a ball, directly and 
forcefully; to score a goal with a forceful kick Australia, nos. 6 in 
pool, to make a shot in an emphatic and convincing manner us. 

199:1. 7 to walk, to move us. 1953. ► drill for vegemite lo have 
Hwl sex. From Vegemite™, a popular type of black and salty 
spread made from yeast extract Australia, ms 
drill down verb 1 > - rmin ir in tiga mething in depth; to 
narrow the fat* of an investigation and its results. A figurative: 
sense of the conventional use uk 2001 
driller noun a poker player who bets very aggressively us, im 
drink noun 1 a bribe 1 m 1977. 2 a profit uk ’997. 3 a large body of 
water, especially an ocean us, 1332. ► in the drink in pool, said of 
a cue tfflrthat falls into a pocket us 1990 
drink vert) ► drink eight cents 1.0 drink 10 excess trinidad and 
tObago. 2003. ► drink from the furry cup to perform oral sefedo 
a woman. Probably coined by comedian Sacha Baron-Cohen 
(b. 1970 ); his influence on late C 20 UK slang is profound us 2001. 

► drink porridge 

'drink'combined with porridge impri nm it 2000 ►drink 
the Kool-Aid 1 leper 1 idee f< l< In 1 II, From the 
'Jonestown massacre', 1978 , a mass murder and suicide 
administered through the agency of cyanide in branded soft drink 
Kool-Aid™ us, 1987. ► drink with the flies to drink alone when 
at a public hotel or bar Australia, mi. ► you would drink it 

through a shitey cloot applied ..appears to be so 

thirsty, or desperale, that no obstacle will hinder ihe taking of a 
drink. Glasgow slang formed on 'shitey' (faeces-covered) and 
Scottish dialect cloot more likafg (a rag),* 

SCqrmiD, 19% 

drinkee noun any alcoholic drink A jocular mock pidgin us 1959 
drinker noun a public house; an after-hours drinking club (generally 
AJnficeftsecfiuK m 

drinkeramanoun 1 par rgar ed around he consumption of 
altohoitjs i 96 s 

drinker's hour noun 3 am us. 193.4 

drinking voucher; green drinking voucher noun a 'Currency note, 
especially a £1 note. Jocular us m2 

drinky; drinkies noun s party. From the 

nursery usage uk. m3 

drinkypoo; drinki-poo noun any alcoholic drink Baby talk, thought 
to give alcohol an innocent demeanour us. m3 
dripnounapei 1 1 Im 111 1 I ill | In n one 01 both; a 

simpleton, a fool us. 1732. ► the drip the payment of money 
owed in instalment payments Australia, 1939 
drip verb to complain UK 1987 

drip and suck vert to intubate a hospital patient with Intravenous 
and nasogastric tubes us. 1994 

drip drop noun the bleed period of the menstrual cycle us 2000 
drip dry; drip vert to cry. Rhyming slang* 1992 
dripper noun 1 an old prostitute. One who is 'no longer controller of 
her emissions’ uk. 1979. 2 an eye dropper, used in an improvised 
method of drug iniectrofl us 1953 

dripping adjective it II neffe nil -1 u per I is exaggeration 
of wet (ineffectual) from conventional ‘dripping wet' (soaked) us 


dripping toast noun a l®| 6 . iRhymlng slang uk, 1998 
drippy adjective rt la h 1, < e erihnenlal nsipid ' 
drippy dick noun an unspecified sexually transmitted disease* 199 0 
drippy faucet noun die penis of a man with a sexually transmitted 
infection that produces a puss discharge us mi 
dripsy noun gort@nsbeat$ jf$r 

drive verb 1 to walk us, rase. 2 to lift weights US, 2000. 3 to borrow (a 
radio). From car (a radio) us 2337. ► drive a desk to do office- 
work; to operate a sound-desk . Isual v with a derogatory or a 
disappointed t n Aft r fly a desi ► drive the bus to 

vomit us. 2001. ► drive the porcelain bus to kneel down and 
vomit Into a toilet bow. I he image of the bowl's rim being held 
like a steering wheel ox oo ► drive them home to snore. 

From C 18 'drive pigs to market, and its later variant 'drive the 
pigs home' uk. 1997. ► drive wooden stake to irrevocably and 
permanently end (a project, a. business, an idea) us. im 
drive-by noun 1 1 In >y shooting 1 1 Ir ire fired from a 
moving car us. 1992. 2 a silent, smelly fart US, 2001 
drive-by vert ti h 1 me * int 1 1 I from a moving car 


drive call noun in a telephone swindle, a high-pressure, follow-up cal 
to the victim US ms 

drive darkvert 1 li ithout n Hi I it ni hi 
driver noun 1 I nervous system 

stimulant us. n- . 2 a tab et of MDMA, the recreational drug best 
known as ecstasy uk 2001 . 3 a pilot ( ik. 1247. 4 in poker, a player 
whose aggressive betting is dominating the game us, 199 6. 5 the 
leader of a pf^flfi ctique Back formation from car (a clique.) *, 


drive-time noun the hours of the morning and afternoon weekday 
commute, prtoette on radio us 1932 
drive-up noun a fresh arrival at prison us, 1990 
driveway noun a scenic road, often in a city, landscaped and planted 
CANADA 1958 ' 

drizzles noun diarrhoea us, m3 


drizzling shits noun dysentery us, 1980 
dronoun marijuana grown hydroponically us, 2002 
droge; droje noun usee: drage 

drogle noun a dress. Gay s.lan|»j 2002 

droid noun a low-level mplo t h 1 blind I al to his employer 

drome noun in circus and carnival usage, a motordrome us. mi 
dronenouni 1 lugga I 1 liou >er 11 2 in hospital 

usage, a medical stud^p$j$£ j$m 
drone cage noun a private railway carriage us im 
droned adjective imultane usly ir 1 Ini h ind 
'ffiafijuana. A blend of 'drunk' and ‘stb'fiacf ti'jip? 
droner noun a boring piritle >er 1 in bjectionable person us. 

drongo noun 1 1 / Royal 

Australian Air Force slang for 'a recruit’. Said in an early RAAF 
source to be named after the '(spangled) drongo' (a large clumsy 
flying bird), but drongos are not particularly large (smaller than a 
pigeon), and while they are somewhat aerobatic and attache flyers 
they are certainly not clumsy. Otherwise it has .been suggested 
that it is an allusion to a racehorse named Drongo which gained 
•jaftoriety for never winning a race and was used as a character in 
satirical political cartoons in the Melbourne Heraltf impf 1920s, 
which may be true despite the gap ol 20 year 1, Australia. 1941. 2 a 
newirgcftjrttOtheiRayal Australian Air Force Australia mi 
drongo adjective foolish AUSTRALIA, 19® 
dronk adjective d Hill I in 1, 1983 

dronkie noun a druni >rd. f m Afrikaan funk ) south Africa, 
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droob | drop out 


droob noun a hof ele indi iual - nne i i ith US dioop'(an 
obnoxious person) is highly suspect as there is iwttiing to suggest 
that this utt&lpjefl /tmericamsw was ever known in Australia 
AUSTRALIA 1933 

droog noun i a ruffian n lenchman. Derive m the sense as 
'friend' in the novel and play A Cl'ockwork Orange by Anthony 
Burgess (1917—93) and the subsequent filer] by Stanley Kubrick 
(1928-99); combined to some degree with drone (a tedi§UJ 
person) Australia, 19 67. 2 a good friend us. 1971 
droogs noun n UK, 2001 

drool noun nonsense In el I inning n 1 - itional 'drivel' and 
'dribble' us. 1900 

drooling the drool of regret into the pillow of remorse used 
as a humorous comment on .1 person who has not performed up 
to their expectation. Coined and popularised byiESPN's Keith 
Qljerfhan us. 1997 

droolin' with schoolin' adjective said of an overly diligent student 
Teen slang, now liwu|ht to be obsolete us, 19u 
drool value noun sexual attractiveness Australia, 199 6 
droop noun a socially inept person us. m2 
droop-snoot nickname the super 11 irliner n irde. After the 
fact that the plane's nose cou d be lowered Borrowed from an 
earlier (1945) description of any aircraft with a downward-pointing 

droopy adjective ll INI I I I lllkyt/S raw 
droopy-drawers noun 1 a person, especially a^ild, with trousers 
that are too large on a comic scale us mi. 2 a slovenly or 
incompetent person' JoduISrtK 1939 
drooth; drouth noun a great thirst; a thirsty person, a drunk. From a 
dialect variation of 'drought' ukiSCStland, 1911 
drop noun 1 alace where 

goods, documents or money A left to be picked up later by a 
confederate us etc. 2 a place where stolen goods or other criminal 
material may be temporarily stored us 1922. 3a bribe ok mi. 4 in 
horse racing, a cash-handling error that favours the racetrack us. 

1982. sthe place where players who are invited to an illegal dice 
game are told where- the game will Ire held us raw. 6the ingestion 
of a drug us, ms. 7 LSD. I rom the verb sense (to consume drugs), 
especially as 'drop acid' uk mi 8 an attractive woman. Mimicking 
the language of wine connoisseurs Australia, ns/. 9the act of 
execution by hanging Derives from: 'the new drop; a contrivance 
for executing felons at Newgate, by means of a platform, which, 
drops from under them’. The condemned prisoner would then 
'drop' to the end of a tope, Also recorded as 'the last drop' uk. rasa, 
loan orphan us, mo. 11 in a casino, the amount of money taken 
in ► get the drop on 

someone; have the drop on someone to get, or have, an 
advantage over someone Originally, and sti 'to be quicker 
drawing a gun than your opponent' us. wsz 
drop verb 1 to word of the 

LSD culture, but popular for other drugs of abuse before and 
since; if used without a direct object, almost certainly referring to 
LSD us, i96i. 2 to kil. especially by shooting In various uses and 
.^mbmations 'drop' means 'to die' or ^ finish' This variant is 
pro-active uk. mo. 3 lo bribe uk 1956. 4 lo release a music recording 
uk i99i. sto lose (especially money) An example of C19 flash 
slang that has survived uk n a 6 to cash a forged cheque uk 1956. 

7 to give money uk 1974. 8 to break off a romantic relationship with 
someone Australia, 1962. 9 to perform oral sex on a woman us 1997. 
10 to fart Australia. 018/ ii to knock down with a punch Australia, 

mu. 12 in pool i I H i I ill.pocket 13 to cause a 

s o|r hi suddenly drop almost to the ground by ige of hydraulic lifts 
us i98o. 14 to include a tune in a sequence of recorded dance 
music uk 2W2. ► drop a banger lo blundec to make a mistake, 
especially one of some consequence From bangers (the testicles); 
a variation of drop a bollock uk mi. ► drop a bollock; drop a 
ballock to make i mista pecial i me consequence. 
Derives from dropa brick (to make a mistake) combined with 
bollocks (the testicles) uk j ► drop a bomb; drop one i to 
fart uk ms. 2 to defecate us /an. ► drop a bombshell to reveal 
a great and shocking surprise uk /uk. ► drop a brick to make a 


faux pas uk 1923. ► drop a bundle lo g ve him new Zealand. 194s. 

► drop a clanger in 1 rriAtal nil in a social 

context A variation of drop a bollock, based on clangers (the 

► drop a deuce lo defecate. From the 
child-en's loilel vocabulary: number two (defecation) us, 2003. 

► drop a dime . I- w II lecially to the police 

to inform on someone I torn the days when the price of a cal 
from a pay phone was a dime us, no,. ► drop a goolie to make 
a mistake. A figurative 1 ire of goolies (ttle testicles); a direct equiv¬ 
alent to drop a bollock uk mi. ► drop a jewel; drop jewels to 
create rap music or lyrics us, mi. ► drop a lug to confront 
someone about their conduct; to insult us razr. ► drop a name 
to inform on 1 criminal r suspecl ► drop a nickel to 

become in' ► drop a sprog lo give 

birth. Combines 'drop' (to give birth, 1 isiia ly ol an animal) with 
sprog (a baby) uk rasa ► drop an oar in the water to make a 
mistake. I rom rhyming slang, oars and rowlocks for bollocks; 
this is an elaboi r 1 in niiri 1 drop a bollock uk ms. 

► drop beads 1 11 ntentiona Ii I - ur homosexuality us. 

► drop bottom lLie Ira level 1 1 < ir steieo system 
at a high level us 200:1. ► drop foot lo dance without restraint 
Jamaica. 1996. ► drop off the twig to die Australia. 1974. ► drop 
science to explain, to educate, to make sense us, 1992. ► drop 
some iron to spend money us rasa ► drop someone in it to 
get someone blam i and ml 1 1 1 Lupli n hr drop in the 
shit uk 1991. ► drop the bucket on someone to expose 
someone's misdeeds; to get someone into trouble The 'bucket' is 
a full sanitary bin, in other words, to 'put someone in the shit' 
Australia. 1950. ► drop the hammer i at the start of a drag race, 
to release (engage) the clutch in a sudden and forceful move us 
1965. 2 to accelerate us, rats. ► drop the hook lo arresl us raw. 

► drop the kids off to defecate us, 200 ► drop the kids off 

at the pool to defecate uk 2002. ► drop them of a woman, to 
readily remove her knickers as a practica necessity for sexual 
activity, and thus said to ae symbolic ol a woman's sexual avail- 
abilt. ► drop trou ■ - trousers, 

bend over and expose your but I 1 In II s rare ►drop 
your bundle 1 I e ne n ure 1 1 pieces Australia, 

urn. ► drop your candy os. 

► drop your guts to fart Australia, ms. ► drop your handbag 
lo (art A variation on drop your guts. Royal Navy slang UK 1989. 

► drop your lunch to faftAtffifaisa^ ms 
drop-dead adverb extremely Australia, 1997 

drop dead! used as a contemptuous expression of dismissal; go 

drop-down noun in h 1 1 ing, a hor Ira has been moved 

down a class or down in claiming price us, mo 
drop edge of yonder noun a near-death condition us 1939 
drop gun noun , ot capable of being 

traced, and thus placed by the po ice in the vicinity of someone 
-ipfiom they have sjreft to justify the shooting us rasa 
drop-in noun 1 in computing, characters added as a result of a 
voltage irregularity or system malfunction us, mi. 2 a temporary 
Visitor AUSTRALIA. 1982 

drop in verb in surfin t tart a ride n a wave already occupied by 
another surfer'tfr other surfers Australia ws 
drop it! stop!, especially as an injunction to stop talking or fooling 

drop-kick noun 1 the vagina. Formed as an extension of rhyming 
slang, 'punt' for cunt Australia m3. 2 by extension from the pre¬ 
vious sense, a fool, especially an annoying or contemptible fool 
Australia 1986. 3 by extension, something that is frustrating or 
WinoyiniAtsnMm 1992 

droplifting noun 11 1 f secretly placin 1 n CDs in the 
display racks of a music retailer uk 2003 
drop off verb to.gS to sleep uk; im 

drop-out noun mal education 

or mainstream society Usage is conventional but the company 
that the word keeps gives it the aura of unconventionality uk raa? 

drop OUt verb 

mainstream soefftyss rac 
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dropper noun i a gambler who can Ire counted on lo lose a lot of 
money us m3. 2 a criminal who cashes a forged cheque us /e,„. 

3 a paid killer us, we 

dropper verb to inject a drug intravenously us ms 
dropping noun Um i mu I i" pa ing forged cheques u/y W56 
dropping! i warning shout used when 

a jump has gone wrong uk, 2000 
drop-short noun an artillery soldier Australia. 1954 
dropstick noun | 11 t Indian slang uk W77 

dropsy noun a ca 11 1 ibe 1 he none h ta man doesn't know 
about The money is 'dropped' in the pocket or hand uk 1930 
drop-the-hanky noun n the victim 

is distracted when an attractive woman member of the 
pickpocketing team, drops a handkerchief cyather-srMl'object 
which tftf ictim stoops to recover us, km 
drop-top noun a car with a convertible roof us 1 973 
drop your cocks and pull up your socks! used for awakening a 
sleeping man 01 11 mi - mu I hands off cocks - feet in 
socks! Originally used by drill instructors to military racftjtts-tffi t* 
drove adjective very angry us, 1992 

Drover's Guide noun an im 1 11 pi li ti 1 that is cited as a 
source of rumours Australia, 1959 

drown ver* 1 in il li III 1 iimi 1 ii 1 e ith flooding salt 

water us 1 954. 2 to lose heavily gambling us 1974 
drowningnoun ilm riminal m 1 11 11 ntr 1 t property with 

the intent to commit theft by claiming to work for a water 

drown-proofing noun in navy training, an exercise involving 
extended periods ol treading water, especially while restrained to 
some degree us 19& 

drowsy high noun entral ner >u tern ie pressant. From the 
effects of intoxication i)K:ism 

druck steaming adjective drunk What a druck is or why it should be 
steamed is a mystery that defeats sober logic ijk, 2032 

'druff noun dandruff uk 1996 

drug; drugg; drugged adjective displeased, annoyed us so 
drug-fuck noun a drug-addict, a junkie uk, 2002 
drug-fucked adjective incap x ted fri n takir irugs Australia, mt 
drugged adjective patently stupid us mi 
druggie; druggy noun a drug user, abuser or addict us. ntu 
druggo noun a dru use 1 1 it tralia m9 
drughead noun a drug addict; a serious abuser of narcotics us wes 
drug monkey noun a heavy user of drugs OK' TOeS 
drugola nouni a bribe in the form of drugs given to encourage play 
of a particular record on the radio us, 1 v3. 2 bribes paid to police 
by drug dealers us wax 

drugstore cowboy noun a young roan who loiters in df araund a 
drugstore its the purpose 01 meeting women us, 1 923 
drugstore dice noun | n I igh is not milled to 
casino-level tolerances us. m2 

drugstore handicap noun in horse racing, a race in which drugs 
have been given to enhance performance us, ms 
drugstore race noun in horse rai ng rat in hich a number of 
the horses involved have been drugged '01 enhanced or 
■dimiBfehed performance us, raso 
drug up adjective dragged up x il >r ughi ip) eliberate 
illiterate to mimic its context uk r 984 
druid noun 1 the promoter of a drag racing event us ms. 2 a priest 

druid dust noun a narcotic herb that, when smoked as a marijuana 
substitute, produces a gentfeettphoria, Dmidism is Hwicrent 
religion associated with Wales and Stonehth|g: in the county of 
Wiltshire; the latter especially is partieujariy popular with peofife' 
who are proKi^g marijuana smokers uk 1999 


druk verb to Strip SaMiAraCA, 1972 

drum noun 1 a place fbusine r residence n house, a home, a 
flat, etc uk 1846. 2 by extension from the previous sense, a brothel 
Australia, 1879. 3 by extension, a cell uk 1909. 4 a safe us 1912. 
s reliable information; inside information Australia, 1915. 6 in horse 
racing, reliable inside information Australia, i9ss. 7theface. 

Rhyming slang, from 'drum 'n' bass' (an electronic music genre) 
uk 2001. ► run a drum 1 a winning race, as 

tipped or expected. Used in negative contexts Australia, 1933 
drum verb 1 to steal fr nr in 1 ied premise Probably from an 
.earlier sense (not recorded Brat 1933) 'to reconnoitre for the 
purposes of theft by knocking - drumming - on the door of a 
targeted premises’ uk 1925. 2 to inform someone about something 
Australia, i 9 i 9 . 3 to drive a vehicle at speed uk mi 
drum and fife; drummond noun i a fi%;^|irting Slang uk 2003. 

2,9 knle Rbynf ng slang UK i 960 
drummed out of the Gestapo for cruelty adjective unduly 
authoritarian, especially when applied to a senior police officer uk 

drummer noun 1 housebreaker ecially on ho steals from 
unoccupied premises; a confidence trickster who poses as a door- 
to-door salesman or similar uk, isse. 2 a poker player who plays 
only with good hands or good adds favouring his hand. A playtpp 
fife operative adjective of tight used to describe Such a player us, 
1988. 3 a railway yard conductor us, m 6 
drummie noun a Jrum-majorette th \frica 1972 
drumming noun daylight-theft from empty premises. From drum (to 
steal from empty premises) uk 19 56 
drumstick noun r leg ecially a shapel nale leg 
d-runk adjective druT)k.U£ 2001 

drunkalog noun in I 1 1 ery programmes such as 
Alcoholics Anonymous, a ong story recounted at a programme 
melting, dwelling on the addiction and its manifestations rather 
than recovery us, ms 

drunkard noun a passenger train running late on a Saturday night 

us 

drunk as a cunt adjective ver nut It urn I to date from a late 
C19 variation of the traditional folk song 'Seven Drunken Nights': 
'Oh, you're drunk, you're drunk, you stupid old cunt/You're dBiPtC 

drunk as a lord adjective being in 1 ite > drunkenness. One of 
the more notable similes for 'drunk' uk 1796 
drunk as a skunk adjective very drunk Derives not from the charac¬ 
teristics of a skunk but, most likely, simply from the rhyme;-of ** 
possibly as a Slurring of drunk as a cunt. Widely known uk 20a? 
drunk as a thousand dollars adjective 'jay drunk Canada 1989 
drunk as Chloe adjective very drunk. The identity of the apparently 
besozzled Chloe. is a mystery aimkalia ism 
drunk as Cooter Brown adjective very drunk us. 1953 
drunkathon noun a session of excessive drinking uk 2003 
drunk bumps noun ;m ill bt 1 ips de 1 eating I nes on motorways 
and roads St' named because of their role in alerting drunk 
drivers that they are straymg'Out of their lane us >992 

drunken adjective 

unprecljctably us im 

drunken forest noun n the jcernnafr 1 1- 1 northern Canada, 

trees tilted in many directions by natural forces and not held by 
■ffieif IhatlSWTaQt systems cAtmuA mr 

drunkie noun 

drunkometer noun any device used ft measure a motorist's blood 
alcohol content us, 1962 

drunk tank noun detained us, 

drunk wagon noun ig up public drunks 


druthers noun a preference us is 
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dry noun i an instance tn actor forgettir the lines uk 1945. 2 a 
politician who espouses economic caution, especially a 
Conservative under the leadership of Margaret Thatcher. Coined: as. 
an antonym for wet (a middle-of-the-road politician) ok rasa, ►on 
the dry in a slate of refraining from drinking any alcohol us. resz. 

► the Dry th“ li ea n in Ai tralia i pi il north Australia, 

dry verb of an actor, to forget your lines during a performance uk, 1934 
dry adjective 1 thout alcohol, 

not drinking, nor under the influence of alcohol uk 2002. 2 without 
money us, 1942 

dry adverb in a simulated manner us, ®zs 
dry as a dead dingo’s donger adjective extremely dry; extremely 
'pirsty; parched. That is, as dry 'as therpenis of a dead dingo' (a 
tjative dog living in arid regions SXtrAlia, j m 
dry as a kookburra's kyber adjective ^^twidry, parched 
AUSTRALIA, 1971 

dry as a Pommy’s towel adjective extremely dry; extremely thirsty, 
parched. From the notion that English people do not wash, a 
stereotype long .tiftti {ft Australia Australia, m? 

dry as a whore's cunt on Sunday morning adjective extremely 
dry, especially of exploratory oi drillings us, ms 
dry balls noun an ache in lire testicles from sexual activity not 
resulting in ejaculation Bahamas, $$ 
dry bath noun in prison, a strip seareh,L/K 1933 

dry clean verb ... bo< ith ju face cloth trinidadand 

TOBAiSet, 2003 

dry clean Methodist noun a Christian belonging to a church that 
iddgs 'ftbj.ifsactise full-immersion: baptism, us, 1970 
dry drunk noun a per n 10 behave like 1 lit iholic even though 
they are abstaining from drinking A term used in twelve-step 
recovery programmes sucbf as Alcoholics Anonymous us. 199s 
dry Dutch courage noun drugs us. rasz 

dry-eye adjective 11 In I Hi III -I in BAHAMAS ns, 

dry-fire; dry-snap verb >1 without live 

ammijriition us w? 

dryfoot noun in a Nova Scotia fishing village, a person who never 
goes fishing gwaqa ms 

dry fuck noun ;e 1 mil 1 I Ini lothed us, 1938 
dry-fuck verb 1 to stimulate or pantomime sexual intercourse while 
clothed us, 1935. 2 to penetrate a vagina or rectum without benefit 
of lubricant us, 1979 

dry goods noun clothing US 185! 
drygulch verb to amttuSh LIS. im 

drygulcher noun an outlaw who would hide in small canyons and 
ambush travellers us. 1930 

dryhanded adjective 11 rdinat proud mlobbish us, 1947 


dry run noun 1 a trip to court in which nothing happens us, 1997. 2 a 

dry shite noun a boring individual Ireland. 199 5 
dry snitch noun a person who unintentiona y or indirectly but 
Intentionally betrays or informs on another c/s, m9 
dry-snitch verb to betray or inform on someone either 
unintentiona y or indirectly but intentioilally us, ixr 
dry up noun to 11 /a variation of 

DRAW UP UK. 2003 

dry up verb to si erative us, 1853 

dry water noun in Nova Scotia, an area formerly covered by water 
but silted in Canada, 1999 

D/s noun in Sado-.histii - I 1 . n ind submission us. 


D’s noun Dayton tire until®:tssx 

DT noun 1 a police officer on a street crime beat us, ms. 2 heroin uk 

DTK adjective li in I m li In -1 breviation of 'down 
is kill', 'down' meaning 'ready' and 'kill' in the figurative seme*#. 


d to d adjective dooft®stioor UK ms 

D town nickname i Dallas, lexas us, 1998. 2 Denver, Colorado us, 1986 
DTR noun a conversation In which two people define their relation- 

DTs noun i deln u r I i 11 i i npl ims of an alcohol 

or drug addiction us. isl 2 a pair of men’s close-fitting and 
revealing nylon swimmito|{.trunI&.:S^(t#tngflD,r dick togs Australia, 

du noun used as a term of address in male-to-male greetings. An 
abbreviation of the already $$$ dude us, w$- 
dual noun a person who is wil ing to play either ihe sadist or 
masochist role nn a sadanriasoSiism encounter us, 1979 
dual sack time noun rmeone us, 1946 

Duane Eddys noun rst nom Rhyming slang for readies, formed 
from the name of US guitarist Duane Eddy (b.1938) uk , 2004 
dub noun 1 the last pait ot t marijuana 1 1 1 that i possible to 
smoke us, is®. 2a cigarette, especially when used to extend a 
marijuana cigarette us, mo. 3 a car wheel rim Usually in the plural 
us, 2002. 4the Western Elockey League in Canada Canada, 1991. 5a 
twenty-dolla double sawbuck us. mi. 6 an 

incompetent and inferior •paidhM 

Dub nickname ^HIpMgfrom ttjjlp IRCLAND, 1996 
dub verb 1 to have sex with us, law 2 to close, to lock up. Prison use, 
from the obsolete sense (a key) uk 1753. 3 to criticise, or otherwise 
'/.tffsmiss, in speech Teen slang uk 2003 
dubber noun a cigarette us, «#.' 


dry heaves noun 

dry high noun marijuana us, isz? 

dry hole noun 1 in li 11 peration based n ; or intelligence and 
producing no results us, 1990 

dry hoot noun a marijuana cigarette roiled tight and not lit but 
sniffed Canada, 2002 

dry-hump verb t othed us, mu 

dry lay noun sexual 1 iter m mulated throi gh clothing us, 1951 
dry out verb 1 to undergo a course of treatment designed to break 
dependence on alcohol us, ms. 2 to detoxify from heroin addiction 

dry root noun 1 e while clothed 

Australia, 1979. 2 sex without the benefit of lubrication new Zealand, 

dry-root verb to imulatt tal inter urse I le clothed Australia, 

dry rub noun body contact, implicitly sexual us, lee 


dubbies noun the female breasts Itfueet 

dubbonounafool. From the country town Dubbo, seen as a place 
of country bumpkins Australia 1973 
dub-dub-dub noun 11 ill it el (www). A spoken shortening 

dub dub dub verb to contact, or use the internet. By ellipsis of each 
initial if) fee'convertttonal abbreviation for World Wide Web uk 2005 
dubes noun a central 1 K m3 

dubich noun a marijuana cigarette us. 1997 

Dublin noun any neighourhood populated by large numbers of Irish 
immigrants us, m3 

dubs noun twei it ii met tin I 1 1 er it y dollars us, 2001 
Dubya nickname George V\ Eu 1 13rd President if the US. A 
deliberately Texan pronunciation of'W', necessarily included in his 
name during the presidential campaign of 1999 and 2000 to 
differentiate him from, bis fitter George Bush, 41st President of' 

•jtfeUSuS, 1999 
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ducat noun 111 | I I ll ill ll | II Ii-l II 

appointment us m 
ducats noun money us. im 

duchess noun i i il -i ii ii ii e title, adopted from the wife 
of a duke' (the highest hereditary rank of nobility), originally.given 
to costermongers' wives, perhaps in relation to the coster-royalty of 
Pearly-Kings and Queens. May be a shortened fewm of duchess of 
fife, or extended from dutch (a spouse) uk ira. 2 a girlfriend us. 

1945. 3 a female member of a youth gang us, mi. 4 a comfortably- 
off or grandly well-appointed homosexual man uk 2002 
duchess verb tpiteat-as a VIP aus/mia, tiss 

Duchess of Fife noun a wife. Rhyming s ar ig; of ten suggested as the 
origin of dutch (a wife) and/or duchess uk, mi 
Duchess of Teck; duchess noun lang, formed 

from the title of Her Serene Highness Princess Victoria Mary 
.0rincess May') of Teck (1867-1953), queen consort of George V, 
or from her mother, Princess Mary Adelaide; who was .erttripd 
Ductless of Teck from 1871. The husband, duke of teck, serves the 
same purpose in slang uk, i 960 

Duchess of York noun pr 1 i I. I 1 not re uded until after 

Sarah ('Fergie') Ferguson (b,1959) became Duchess of York in 1986 


duck noun i ii i ii I i i ii i 11 - hortening of the 

original term 'duck's egg' which derived from the shape of 0 
written in the scorebook uk im. 2 an unrelentingly gullible and 
trusting person; an odd person. Prison usage us, im. 3 in pool, a 
shot that cannot be missed or a game that cannot be lo.v. us, 1390. 

4 an attractive targe; for a robbery us. ms. 5 a stolen car discovered 
by police through serendipitous checking of number plates. An 
abbreviation of sitting duck os, 1970. 6 a portable urinal for male 
hospital patients us, 19S0. 7 a prison sentence of two years. Probably 
from the shape of 2 us. 1990. 8 in a deck of playing cards, a two us, 
1988 . 9 a surfer who lingers in the water, rarely catching a wave us: 
i99i. loan admission ticket foi a paid event An abbreviation of 
ducat us, 1945. 11 a fi refighter I fork; ice lang us, 1997. 

12 inexpensive wine An abbreviation and then generic use of Cold 
Duck, a sparkling red wine that was extremely popular in the 
1960s and 70s us iw. 13 used as a term of address, usually an 
endearment Also used in the plural since 1936 uk, jsw 

duck verb i to avoid us. IK-. 2 in pool, lo miss a shot or lose a game 
intentionally to mis ead ai i opponent as to your true ability us. 1993. 

► duck a date in rca rd carnival u 1 I ill to perform as 
scheduled us, urn. ► duck and dive to avoid or evade, especially 
with regard to legality or responsibility: to dodge work, toftaft; 
hence, to avoid regular employment but make a living 
nevertheless. Rhyming slang for skive (to avoid or evade) uk i9w. 

► duck arse when smoking, to wet the cigarette end with saliva. 
Probably a back-formation from duck's arse, changing 'duck' ftom 
'a bird' to a verb uk ises 

duckbill noun 11 e 1111 n tl 12 u 1 1 un tested by US Navy 
SraiySSo Vietnam us mi 

duck bucket noun in " -1 it 1 In 11 ihii 11 t pot, especially a 
pair of twos US 096 

duck butt noun 1 a shorl person us. 1939. 2 a hair-style popular in the 
early 1950s, in which the hair was tapered and curled on the nape 
:J#the neck like the feathers of a ducks tail os 

duck butter noun smegma or other secretions that collect on and 
around the genitals us iw 

duck day noun Ho Ja hen men er the U armed forces is 
honourably discharged. An allusion to the US armed forces 
insignia designating honourable discharge known as the ruptured 

DUCK US, 1946 

duck-dive verb in surfing, to push the nose of the surfboard down 
under^t breaking wave us, raw 

duck egg noun a fool. Possibly from the cricketing term which 
derives from duck (zeroj u/c 2003 

duck factory noun an area "I narsh her duel nest Canada, 1964 

duck-fucker noun a lazy person us, im 


duckhouse noun ► one up against your duckhouse something 
to your detriment; one against you Australia, 1933 
duck out; duck out of verb 1 I 1- | nsibilit lo tail to attend 
a meeting. An elaboration of duck (to avoid) uk im 
duck plucker noun atherfucker’us, raz6 

duck rest noun a poor night's sleep Barbados, ms 
ducks noun mpfiSy . Aft abbreviation of ducats us, 1997 
ducks and drakes noun m F 1 1 ling slang for shakes 

AUSTRALIA, 1967 

ducks and geese noun tpe police Australia, im 
duck's arse; duck's ass noun i i lian i I » ml u in the early 
1:950s, especially among Teddy Boys; the hair was tapered and 
curled on the nape of the neck like the feathers of a duck’s tail,. 
Also widely known by the initials da, and occasionally by the 
euphemistic 'duck's anatomy’ uk r ■ 2a cigarette end that is 
over-moistened with a smoker's saliva uk 1993. 3 an informant 
Rhyming slang for grass (an informant), probably formed during, 
the 1950s when the 'duck’s arse' hairstyle was in fashion uk 1950s. 

► tighter than a duck's arse very drunk or drug-intoxicated. 

An oddly mixed metaphor pic life 

duck's disease; ducks’ disease; duck-disease noun shortness of 
stature, especially applied to short legs. A hwmqrpus reference to 
30. anatomicaf ciharactetistic pf ducks uk 
duck's guts noun 11 uble 2 mething superlative 

AUSTRALIA, 1979 

duck shoving noun the passing of a problem on to another new 
ZEALAND. 1984 

duck's nest noun n oil dri ling, a brick-lined hole under a boiler that 
enhances cam-bijstiQri US im 
duck soup noun an easy task; a cinch us 1902 
duck suit noun a brown and tan camouflage suit, not dissimilar to 
the suit worn by a/ductehunter, issued to US special forces in 
Vietnam. The colours were not particularly suited for Vietnam and 
Sfie suits were largely -rejected by the troops us 
duck tail noun 1 s in which a 

boy's hair was tapered and curled on the nape of the neck like the 
feathers of a duck's tail us. 1943. 2 an unruly South African youth 
$QujN Africa, 1959 

Ducky nickname Le Due Tho (1911 -1990), North Vietnamese poli¬ 
tician, who declined the 1973 Nobe feace rtize which he won 
jointly with Dr Henry Kissinger of the US us im 
ducky adjective attractive, good us, m 

ducky; duckie noun used as a term of address Originally in general 
use, especially by women; from mid-C20, usage by men is often 
affected, implying homosexuality uk «ra 
duct noun cocaine. An abbreviation o' c-duct us. 19 m 
dud noun a worthless or unsuccessful person or thing, a failure. 
tQrigiftally, 'an unexploded bamb or shell' tSj #5 

dud verb tO f AUSTRALIA, 1970 

dud adjective worthless, useless, unsatisfactory uk 1903 
dud bash noun in unsatisfying lal partner 
dudder noun a swindler; a con artist Australia, 1988 
dude noun 1 a regular fellow. In the US, the term had this vague 
sense in the hippie cutafeysad. then a m^etii'ffhote specific sense 
in the 1970s and 80s us, m,. 2 used as a term of address, young 
male to young male us, 70s. 3 a railway conductor us, im 
Dude nickname Ler i L ii I I Im | I 1 ing and hard- 

Jivjrtg,center fielder and leadoff hitter-1rt , .|aseb.3ll '(1985-1996) «S,, 

dude adjective well-dressed Bahamas, 1982 
dude up verb to dress up us. 1899 
Dudley noun a beginner pmbler us 2003 

Dudley Do-Right; Dudley Dogooder noun the epitgrtjgmfa 
sincere, moral, upstanding citizen, despised by those who live on 
ffte fringes of the law. From .a cartoon feature Dudley Do-Right of 
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Dudley Moore; dudley | dumbshit 


Dudley Moore; dudley noun a sore, hence any kind of 
uncomfortable skin condition Rhyming slang, formed from the 
name of a British actor, comedian and jazz-musician, 1935- 2002 

dudly; dudley adjective (u ly boring. Valley girl 

slang us, i * 

dud root noun ISTRALIA, 1985 

duds noun i clothing I k i 119. 2 lake drugs. I rom dud (a worthless 

thing) UK, 1996 

due noun the residue left in a pipe after smoking crack cocaine us, 

due adjective 

arrested whether or responsible f&r-fWe crime in 

question 4* 19 % 

due-backnoun methingthat I >rr< ed ucl ) i cigarette, with 
an expectation fi4jjjlti mate return of the ftvaufas. m 
Duesie noun a Duesenberg car us, raes 

duff noun the buttocks, the rump A though first recorded in the UK, 
modern usaj ► up the duff 

pregnant. Perhaps from 'duff (pudding) \ustralia, mi 
duff verb to escape us. m a 
duff adjective no good, inferior, useless^. (8$; 
duffel drag noun the final morning of a soldier's service in Vietnam 

duffer noun i a dollish old man In recent times, the term has come 
to take on an empliasis on age;* i ■«i 2 an incompetent, a 
person of fe'ibility Possibly from scots' doofart (a stupid person) 

Duff's Ditch noun the Red River floodway, bui t 1962-68 when Duff 
RpbJiti was Premier Canada. im 7 
duff up verb to beat up, to assault someone uk i%i 
duffy noun i a | i i i i i I I i lii i iddict in the hope of 
eliciting sympathy from a physician us, 1973. 2 a doltish old man. A 
variation of duffer uk 2002 

duffy; duffie verb 1 juickly. A simpl er ion of fake it on 
THE ARTHUR DUFFY US. 1945 

duggy adjective dressed in style us, 1993 
dugongs the female breasts uk ms 

Dugout Doug nickname General Douglas MacArthur (1880-1964) of 
-'tithe US Army us 1982 

duh noun an offensive, despicable person; a clumsy person; a socially 
awkward person From the expression of disgust at someone's 

Stupidity SOUTH AFRICA, 1976 

duh! used for expressing disgust at the stupidity of what has just 
been fir#;, A single syllable with a great deal Of attftjjtfe us. ts» 
duh-brain noun a stupid person Extended from duh uk. zoos 
duji; doogie; doojie noun heroin us. i 960 
duke noun 1 2 tality 

tobacco issued by the State of California to prisoners termed after 
former California Cover mi Deukme ian (1983 -91) us t$&. 3 in 
card games, a hand (of cards) us, m 
Duke noun i a Ducati motorcycle uk 1979. 2 a socially Inept person 

Duke nickname 1 Ed in Donald ill 1926) 111 lei played center 

field for the Brooklyn and Los Angeles Dodgers baseball teams of 
ihe 1950s and was the most powerful hitter in the Dodgers'iter 
' 'fop. He was more formally known as the 'Duke of Flatbush’ us, w®. 

2 the film actor John Wayne, 1907-79 us. 2001 
duke verb 1 to fight with fists us 1935. 2 to give us. 1973. 3 to allow us, 
200K 4 to fool, to deceive us ■ sto have rex us. 1993. 6 to shorn 
£h|*tge someone By palming arfetfr given as part of the change 

pS. 1981 

duke breath noun bad breath us. 1993 


duked out adjective dressed up us. 1938 

Duke of Argyle noun a tile (a tool) Rhyming slang uk 1992 

Duke of Argyles; the duke noun 

'piles' UK; SCOTIAND, 1988 

Duke of Kent noun it Rf mir in n earlier than C20 uk, 1932 

Duke of Kent adjective be lang uk, 1992 

Duke of Montrose noun ming slang uk. 

' SCOfLANp, 1988 

Duke of Teck; duke noun a cheqfoe, Rhyming stengufe 19® 

Duke of York noun 1 2 talk. Rhyming 

slang uk. 1992. 3 a fork. Rhyming slang ijk m2 
duke on rertto give os, m7 
duker noun a person inclined to fight us 1979 
dukes noun 1 >r variant 

'dook', which is probably rhyming slang, formed on duke of york 
for 'forks' (the fingers) ; is, nut 2 cut-off blue jean shorts. An 
abbreviation of daisy dukes us, 19% 
dukeshotnoun 111 1 1 ID II hii' mi tl game operator 
allows a customer to win a rigged game us, ms 
duke's mixture noun 1 2 a random 

conglomeration;.!!;- -few 

dukey nouni 1 brown paper lu I 1 n lang us, 79S6. 2 in 
the circus, a lunch prepared foi circus workers on long train 
journeys between towns us. 1 « . 3 in circus and carnival usage, a 

meal ticket or t. meal ticket >see: dookie 

dukey rope noun agfckj Chain necklace us, m 

dukey run noun in the circus, a long train ride between shows us. 


dull a 

peQfty’jSljptioned beer 


operator of a DUKW barge Antarctica, >« 
dowdy adjective cloudy. Rhyming slang, that c; 


s the weather uf 
dull as arse adjective very boring, extremely dull uk 2002 
dullsville noun the epitome 1 D iring e tenceus,/96o 

Dullsville, Ohio noun anyv 

dumb as a mud fence adjective very stupid US aw 

dumb ass noun 1 a stupid person us, 1958. 2 stupidity us, 1972. ► eat 
up with the dumb ass very Stupid us. 1984 
dumb-ass; dumb-assed adjective stupid, foolish. From the noun 

sense us. 19 sy. . 

dumb as two short planks adjective used to describe someone 
who is very stupid Canada, i 9 ss 
dumbbell noun a stupid person uSj-tM 

dumb blonde noun 1 stereotypical ([ taps mythii ill blonde-haired, 
sexually attractive womarwho is not especially intelligent us, iS 3 $- 
dumb bomb noun a bomb that must he dropped accurately. Back 

fermion ftam 'smart bomb' us, mi 

dumbbutt noun a dolt us, 797$ 

dumb cake noun in Ik undlam 1 ike t iked and eaten by 
erimafiteet women in silence Canada. 19m 
dumb cluck noun a fool Australia, 1948 
dumb crooker noun a social mis^t tSt ’963 
Dumb Dora noun an empty-headed woman us 1922 
dumb down rail implif he ci iten 1 imething so that it 
can be understood by the general uneducatedi^pjic us. 1933 
dumb dust noun cocaml-a/ifer^’nig; w 
dumbfuck; dumb-fuck noun 1 person us 1950 

dumbjohn noun ecially a military 

cadet us. mi 

dumbo noun a dalfeariBiSll!, 1932 

Dumbo noun during die war in Vietnam, a C-123 LJS Air Force 
provider fois,, m9 

dumbshit noun an imbecile us mi 
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dumbshit adjective stupid US, 1967 
dumb sock noun a dolt us. 1932 
dumbwad noun an imbecile i$jt 

dum-dum noun 1 a soft-core bullet that expands upon impact UK 
1897 . 2 a simpleton us, 1931 . 3 Demerol™, a central nervous system 
depressant us, 1984 

dummies nouni iii lorse r ing pur ippr I fi n ixmg Australia, 
2 itft'^ion drugs us, ms 

dummkopf noun a dolt; a foo German for 'dumb-head' us ism 
dummy nouni if I mentally r ill 1 n im 2 a mute 
us 1962. 3 a representative of a corrupt police officer in insurance 
fraud uk mss. 4 a feigned injury or illness us. 1992. sa substance 
other than narcotics sold as narcotics us, 1992. 6 a solitary confine¬ 
ment cell in prison new Zealand, 1998. 7 a train 1 hat transports 
railway workers us, ;•<#,. 8 a wallet I torn an ear ler use as ‘a pocket- 
book' uk 1958. 9 the penis us mo. ► beat your dummy (used of 
a male) to masturbate us 1977. ► on the dummy quiet us 1971 
dummy verb to pack marijuana into a rolled cigarette butt us 1905 
dummy-chucker noun i be the victim of 

■todeitsM 1963 

dummy dust noun 1 phene him h 1 11 nal drug known as 
PCP or angel dust us r-.w. 2 cocaine us 1 992 
dummy flogger noun a masturbator us, 1935 

dummy oil noun 

depressant 

dummy stick noun 1 I mil 1 used to carry baskets on each 
end, carried across the shoulders us ms 
dummy up verb to stop talking; to be quiet us w 
dump noun 1 the buttocks us 1973. 2 an act of defecation us 1942. 3 an 
unpleasant place or location us. ism. 4 in a smuggling operation, 
■jite place where the goods to be smuggled are assembletJqaS fa* 

5 a ticket returned unsold to a theatre by ,1 ticket agency us mi. 
6a large, unprocessed amount of information us 1991. 7a hospital 
patient'Who is transferred from one hospital Of nursing home to 
another u. 1 8 11 iriuai ml 1 1 1 in jur fr in the Vietnam 

war us 1991. 9 a fall from a surfboard, usually caused by a wave's 
impact us, 1964. ► take a dump 1 to defecate us 1942. 2 to lose a 
game intentionally, especially for the purpose of taking advantage 
of spectator betting us ms 

dump verb 1 to beat; to kill us, i960. 2 to assault us 1951. 3 to break off 
a romantic relationship with someone At istralia urn. 4 to derive 
sexual pleasure from sadistic acts us 1 is . 5 in bowling, to release 
the ball with the fingers and thumb at the same time us /<*». 6 to 
ftll from a surfboard; to be battered by a wave while bodysurfing 
Australia, 1967. 7 in motorcyling, to fill to the ground with the 
motorcyle us 1973. 8 in hot rodding and drag racing, to damage a 
component partially or comp ete y us, ms. 9 to lose a game 
intentionally, especially for the purpose of taking advantage of 
spectator belling us mi. 10 in horse racing, to bet a large amount 
on a horse just before a race us mi. 11 to lose a large sum of 
money gan 12 to vomit after 

injecting heroin oi 1 nth 1 1310 complete an 

illegal drug sale ► dump it out to 

defecate us, mo. ► dump the clutch 11 Slug racing, to engage 
the clutch in ► dump your 

load to ejaculate new Zealand, ms 
dumper noun 1 a toilet uk 2003. 2 an athlete who dumps a game, 
intentionally losing us, 1951 3,1 person who takes sexual pleasure 
from sadistic acts us 1957. 4 an uninspiring, boring experience uk 
1983. 5 a large and dangerous wave that breaks suddenly Australia. 


dumpi; dumpy noun if beer From 

the squat shape south Africa, 1966 
dumping noun a beating in the context of sadistic sex us, 1957 
dumping table noun a blackjack lable in a casino where players 
have been consistently winning us mi 
dumpling noun a foot, a dunce uk Scotland. ms 


dump off verb (used 1 1 1 lealer) t erj 1 1 bet made by a 

confederate us, ms 

dump out verb ( l im empl e I e intentionally as part of 
a scheme with a gambief or gamblers us. rs? 
dumps noun the female breasts us 2001. ► down in the dumps 
depressed, melancholy us 1714. ► the dumps melancholy. Often 
in phrases 'in the dumps' and 'down in the dumps' uk 1714 


dump stroke noun'n pool, Hie minuscule adjustment toashotthat 
a player makes when intentionally twissmg a shot us 1990 
dump truck noun 1 a court-appointed public defender us 1984. 2 a 
car filled with lesbians us 1 • • 3 .1 prisonei who does not hold up 
his arast of a shared task or fefettaonshnp-rUg ism 
dumpty noun a latrine Australia, ms 
dumpy adjective (used of waves) weak, erratic us ions 
dun noun a male friend 

duncey adjective stupid trinidadan® TpacQ 1962 

duncy; duncey adjective fooh^^MppA^AOOS ms 

dundus noun ai 11 in I 1 Inn ind UK black patois uk 1994 

dune coon noun an Arab. Very offensive us 1934 

duner noun a pt n the desert 

dungarees noun battle fatigues Marine Corps usage in World War 2 


dung beetle noun 1 II kmakers for d ribing a person who 
thrives on, blather or bullshit/tusuMUA 19m 
dunge noun a dentJiitoMo, 1997 

dungeon noun c fetishists us 


dunger; dunga noun the ; penis new Zealand, ms 
dungout noun an utter failure new Zealand, ms 
dungpuncher noun the male ; tying the 1 e role in anal sex 
AUSTRALIA, 1985 

dung-scuffer noun i b - iphemism fo shitkicker us, 1974 


dunkverftfi 1.. in 111 ntextus,r999 

dunka noun a large posterior us, xw 

Dunkirk noun work. Rhyming slang uk 1992 

dunky; dunkey noun a condom UK WT 

Dunlop tyre; dunlop noun a liar. Rhyming siting uk, m2 

dunnies noun .fjpltet block Australia, 1933 

dunnit? doesn'i Hu A phonetic slurring uk, rasv 

dunno; dunna; dunnaw don't know; I don't know. A phonetic 

“SftlffifgUfC 1842 

dunny noun 1 a toile A shortenin 11 m British dialect 

and cant. Thought to no a compound of 'danna' (excrement) and 
'ken' (house). Before the age of siptic tanks and flush toilets the 
'dunny' was a wooden outhouse standing far back from a 
dwelling. The spelling 'dunnee' seems only to have been favoured 
by Barry Humphries in bis Bazza MacKenzie comic strip Australia, 
1933. 2 the vagina Bahamas 1182. 3 money Jamaica, 2000 
dunny budgie noun a blowfly Australia, 2003 
dunny can noun 1 ini 1 bin tralia. m2 

dunny cart noun a vehicle f 1 e n ini 1 bins Australia, 1963 

dunny diver noun a plumber Ntw Zealand. 2002 
dunny documents noun toilet papeMtsfi^yM, 1996 
dunny man; dunnyman noun a man employed, to empty sanitary 
binSAUSJTMt/A 7962 


dunny paper noun toilet paper Australia, is 

duns noun money Jamaica, 1982 

dupe noun a duplicate us 1891 

dupe verb to duplicate us, 1912 

duper noun a duplicating machine, such as 


mimeograph us, 1982 
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duppy | dutchman 


duppy noun a ghost Barbados, ms 

duppy and the dog noun a crowd made up of everyone you can 
' Mff BARBADOS . 1980 

duppy tucks noun clothes burnt by an iron Barbados, m 
Durban noun marijuana from the Durban area of South Africa south 


Durban brown noun i i n in iriji ina i I have been grown 
in Natal Province, South Africa uk 2002 
Durban poison noun a variety of marijuana south Africa, me 
durn adverb if 'darn' or 'darned', a 

euphermsrh for 'damned' US mss 

durognoun marijuana. A variant of duros, punning on 'drug' us. 1977 
durong noun m; durog and duros uk, 2003 

duros noun marijuan the panish m uline noun duro is a five- 
peseta coin; the Srrgtifcised plural puts a cheap price on the drug 
uSt-isH 

durry noun a cigarette Origin unknown It has been suggested that it 
is extracted from Bull Durham M , a brand of tobacco, but this is 
drawing a long bow indeed aussmlm, mi 
duss verb to kill. West Indian and UK black pronunciation of dust (to 

kill) UK 1994 

dust noun 1 a powdered r ircoti espe ill t line or heroin us. 1916. 
2 phencyclidine, the recreational drug known as PCP or angel dust. 
An abbreviation of angel dust, us 197 7. 3 inexpensive cigarette 
tobacco given (me to prisoners us. 1 * 4 the powdered malted 
milk used in soda fountain malt drinks us cm, 5 money uk is07. 

6 a small amount of money trinidad and tobago, /w. 7 the con¬ 
dition of hem I ned or finished -m ► on the dust 
working as a refuse collector wrc 1999 
dust verb i to heal uk u 7 2 to shoot; to kill us, 1972. 3 to leave us. 

1945. 4 to use and become intoxicated with phencyclidine, the rec¬ 
reational drug known as PCP 01 angel dust or 19®. 5 to combine 
marijuana and heroin for smoking us ecu. 6 in horse racing, to 
administer a drug to a horse before a race us. tisji 
dustbin noun a gun turret uk. 1990 

dustbin lid; dustbin noun 1 1 > Inf hi 1 mo slang for'kid'; rarely, 

. I I I mil 1 III 2 a 

-Jewish person. Rhyming siaftgjbr yid<& np 
dust-biter noun lurin he l 1 linst Ira in infantry soldier 
assigned to front line dMfy t&'.t®r 

dust bunny noun a cluster of dust that accumulates under furniture 

US, 1966 

dust-eater noun the 

dusted adjective 1 ine, then less 

and less discriminating us, 1959. 2 drunk us, me 
dusted out; dusted adjective ihencyclidine, 

the recreational drug known as PCP Or angel dust us. m3 

duster noun i i a that, when 

punching, it both protects the fist and lends brutal force to the 
blow. An abbreviation of 'knuckleduster’; from dust (to beat) uk. 
is99. 2 an M-2 anti-aircraft tank armed with twin Bofars 40mm 
guns. The tank was designed for anti-aircraft combat, but the 
North Vietnamese did not operate in the air, sbftte M-2 was used 
on the ground, where it was quite good at dusting [killing] enemy 
soldiers us. 1x9. 3a user of phencyclidine, the recreational drug 
known as PCP or angel dust, us 1x7. 4 in oil drilling, a hole that 
produces no oil. It may produce salt water, but it is still dry us. less. 
5 the inner door of a sale uS, 1949. 6 (he buttocks us. me 
duster verb I 

dusters noun testicles us. 1x7 
dust hawk noun a horse driven in sulky races Canada. 1971 
dusties noun old gramophc in songs us, 1972 

dust it verb to I- i >- In IWi BAGO, 1990 

dust of angels noun h i lidin th eat 11 il drug known as 
PCP or angel'difSt us, 1994 


dust-off noun med il < icuatk it -1 ptei ietnam war usage 
US.W 

dust off verb i lo kill us n-o. 2 lo evacuate (the wounded) us mi. 

3 in hot rodding and drag racing, to defeat in a race us, ms 
dust puppy noun i i mi i In i I if umulates on the 
floor us. 1943 

dusts noun brass knuckles us, 

dust-up noun a fight, a disturbance, an engagement with an enemy. 
Military coinage; the image of dust raised in a physical conflict uk 

dusty noun an old > be aged 70 or more. Upper- 

gtass society use iMjtg 82 

dusty adjective under I e inf uence phen I ne the recreational 
drug known as PCP oi ange dust us ms 
dusty and cleaning noun i surgica rapir f the uterus. A back- 
formation from the technical term D & C (dilation and curettage) 

Dusty finish verb the i inclusk i fa profe ional wrestling match 
in which the original referee returns from having been knocked 
out to overrule a victory declared by a second referee. Refers to 
Dusty Rhodes, a wrestler who often finished bis matches in this 
dramaticftsh'ion us mo 
dutch noun ► in dutch in tfetlBg us‘ test 
Dutchnounia pou pecially a wife. Usually a old Dutch'and 
preceded by a possessive pronoun. Albert Chevalier (1861 -1923) 
explained the derivation as 'old jDtttoh clock', likening a wife's face 
ter a clock-face, or-fjgiining on clock (a face). The etymology if? V' 
uncertain, but often confused with duchess (a wife) and dutch 
plate (a friend) uk ww. 2 suicide os, ms >see: DOUBLE DUTCH, 
DUTCH PLATE 

dutch verb ► dutch a book in an illegal betting operation, to 
accept bets with odds and in a proportion that guarantees the- 
bookmaker will lose money regardless of fig^tcorijg'ibat is 
J Sifif bet on us, ton 

Dutch vert) in hoi rodding and car customising, to paint elaborate 
pinstripes or flames on the car body in the style of1950s 
OLBtsm^er’Von. Dutch' Howard us, lassr 

Dutch adverb paying your own way US, 1914 
Dutch act; Dutch route noun suicide us. 1902 
Dutch auction; Dutch sale noun a ir.ock-ai.clion or sale where 
goods are sold at nominal prices; especially an auction where the 
price is slowly decreased until the first bid is made and the loffi ' 
sold; in a multiple lot sale the highest bidder wins the rigftto”. 
purchase at the lowest bid pries uk rsss 
Dutch bath noun little water us. 


Dutch book noun in i makin peration, a h me race in which 
the odds are such that the astute bettor can bet on any horse and 

Dutch cap noun a diaphragm or pessary us, bsb 

Dutch clock noun a speed recording device on a railway engine us. 


Dutch courage noun courage induced by drink uk is2e 

Dutch door action noun bisexual activity us, 1997 

Dutch dumplings noun in homosexual usage, the buttocks us rasz 

Dutch fuck noun ie act of 1.11 1 1 tte from one that 

iSpother person is smoking. Often accompanied iby the 
catchpbrase;- 'Hol 4 it close to mine and take the draws down 
Slowly' uk, 1948 

Dutch girl noun 1 I.. usage, a lesbian A painful pun 

alluding to Holland's flood control us, rasz 
Dutchie noun i Dutch person uk, Mm, 

Dutch leave noun 1 1 I 1 ithou lermi ion us. isns 
dutchman noun 1 11 ifte the-f literati 1 f i Hawed work 
process us isss. 2 in oil drilling, the shaft of a screw that remains 
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tn a hole after the head has been sheared or twisted off us, ws-t. 

3 a drug dealer us. 1992 

Dutchman nickname luarterback for 

thf Im Angeles Rams.dUfijng their glory days (1949-57) and then 
for the Philadelphia Eagles (1958-60) us, i960 

Dutch man's fart noun a sea-urchi n uk 19m 


Dutch Mill nickname I I Mill 11 I ll il i I ill I 

Phonom, Thailand. Sensors along routes of North Vietnamese 
infiltration into Soath Vietnam broadcast to an orbiting aircraft 
which relayed the signals to the US base at NaWjetn Phonom,, 
Thailand. Because of the distinctive shape of one of Its antennas, 
the installation was called Dutch Mill us. im 
Dutch nickel noun a hug or quick kiss us, ms 
Dutch oven noun 1 1 1 1 | 1 1 iif I I 111 in 1 Uiared bed and 

then holding the unfortunate victim under the sheets Australia, 

Dutch Owl noun 

Dutch pegs noun the legs. Rhyming slah| i|S':ft& 

Dutch plate; Dutch noun 1 I 1 1 I . n Im mate, which 

had some currency in Hie 1960s .m;] 1970s, mainly in its 
shortened form. Sometimes, and easily, confused with dutch (a 
spouse, especially a wife) uk 2002 
Dutch rod noun a Luger pistol us, im 

Dutch rub noun I ' I -I , I , I I 11 _ " 1 I _ I I , I 

of a boy restrained in a headlock with the restrainer’s knuckles us.. 

Dutch sea wife noun a simulated vagina, used for masturbation by 

Dutch straight noun lenced by 

twos, worth nothing but not without its beauty us. m3 
Dutch treat noun h person pays their 

own way us. W7 

Dutch uncle noun i person given 1 pedanti lectures uk ws 
dutty adjective i dm est Indian i I 1 II 11 1 I [ itois pronunciation 
uk, 1994. 2 used as a personal compliment Derived from dirty ok 

duty noun a duty officer us, 1 'is'p 

duty dog noun lir fficer acting.. ernor when the 

governor is absent uk 19 % 

duvet day noun in 1 si 1 1 II iff rkthati 1 hen for no good 
reason. In August 2004 'duvet days' were discussed as employee 
incentives uk 2003 


duw duw! used 11 1 1 in fru 1 1 1 1 1 pei ation, 01 

sympathy. Pronounced 'jew jew'; a reduplication of Welsh duw 
(god) used widely, and without especial reference to KfeEgtouiT 
■Significahcs, by non-Welsh-speaking South Walians uk wales. 2002 
dux adjective smart FmM3 
DV noun a Cadillac Coupe de Wit car us. ism 
dwaddle verb to waste time, to dawdle:as,:g6d 
dwang noun a short piece ftimber 1 erted bet -en wall studs new 
Zealand, mss. ► in the dwang In [rouble. I rom Afrikaans for 
'constraint' south Africa. 1994 
dwarf noun 

Hand Me the Pliers was a Firesign Theatre play about the life 
Evajfetan George Tirebiter, punning, as was the fashion 
*jpne, on marijuana use us mm 
dweeb; dweebie noun fS&ially ineptipferson us ms 


dweeby adjective foolish, inept, out of touch with current trends us, 

dwell verb ► dwell the box to be patient uk 1956 
DWI adjective poorl iressei Dri >1 I In I 11 Mil 11 
on the usual meaning of the initials, 'driving whi e intoxicated' us 

dwid noun a social outcast US. im 

dwim noun in computing, a command meaning ’do what / mean' 

dwindles noun U ^ iditior fan older I pital patient who is 
fading away us. mi 

dyam adjective null 111 1 1 1 1 1 1 - lii li m uid UK Black 

patois variation of ‘damn’ uk 1994 

dye party noun a gathering to tie-dye an assortment of clothes for 
personal use or sale us, 1994 

dying on its arse adjective failing I he image of sitting down to wait 
for death and decay UK 2001 

dyin’holy dyin’ used as a cur 1 il | 1.11 in Nova Scotia. 

Unlike a number of the maritime sacrilegious curses, this one is 
iSjiffi used to express surprise Canada 1999 
dyke; dike noun 1 gressive one. 

Safely used by insiders, with caution by outsiders us. mi. 2 a toilet 
uk 1923. 3 dipipanone, an analgesic opiate used lor recreational 
narcotic effect uk 1996 

dyke daddy noun a male who prefers and seeks the friendship of 
leittans us, m 

dykey adjective < wen , lei hi n, in innish us, raw 
dykon noun a pei . n r image seen in 11 11 nal to lesbians. A 
variation on 'gay icon’, combining dyke (a lesbian) and 'Icon' (a 
'devotional image) uk 1999 

dynamite noun 1 | erfu il hoi or Im 2 nitroglycerine 

tablets prescribed to cardiac patients us. 1975. 3 any amphetamine, 
toetbamphetamihe of -other central nervous system stimulant us. 
i98o. 4 cocaine us, mm. 5 a blend of heroin and cocaine us. 1937. 

6 something thal is very good us; 1902. 7 in an illegal betting oper¬ 
ation, money that one bookmaker bet's with another bookmaker 
to cover bets thal he does not want to hold us, mi. 8 a fight. 
Wyming-Slang May be abbreviated to 'dyna' uk. 1992 
dynamite vert lu lop a ira'n sudrienl >77 ► dynamite the 
brakes in trucking, to make a sudden, emergency stop us mi 
dynamite adjective excifihjgly'excellent us, 1922 
dyn-no-mite! used fi ire 1 r< ng approval. A stock laugh-line 
catchphrase used by the charactei J.J. Evans, [hayed by Jimmie 
Walker, <i'ir the'1970s situation comedy Facts offffytss im: 
dyno noun 1 heroin e eciall ifnearl ire -1 ibbreviation of 
'dynamite' us. 1959. 2 alcohol us. raz. 3 a dynometer (an instrument 
used to measure engine power) us. 1954 

dyno adjective “ - M -I I I I Mil DYNAMITE 
dyno- prefix dynamic us. m2 

dyno-pure noun especial y pure heroin. An elaboration of dyno ijk 

Dyson noun an act of mutual il-genital L n™ is the brand 
name of a vacuum cleanei that introduced 'dual-cyclone' technol¬ 
ogy which, it is claimed, provides improved suction; 'Dyson', as a 
sex-act, stresses the dual functionality of such suction. This is not 
the first use of a vacuum Cleaner as a sexual simite Electrolux™, 
another major brand, at orSSffie used the slogan 'Nothing Sucks 
Like An Electrolux' whiyij-asSarprisingly, lead to its use as an 
epithet for ‘a feil^ix'i'K mi 




Ee 


E noun 1 

Generally from the initial letter of ecstasy, specifically in reference 
to any MDMA (able: stamped with the symbol uk 1995. 2 dismissal, 
rejection. An abbreviation of elbow ul 1994. 3 in poker, the fifth 
player to the left of the dealer us, im 
E verb to take MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy. 

' fjbrrt the noun use uk. is% 
e- prefix 

computer. A back-formation from ‘e-mail 1 , used in such 
constructions as 'egarWress 1 and e-government' us, is % 
each-way all each-way noun in multiple and accumulator betting, 
a method of sell ing each-way bets by dividing ihe total return 
from one stage of a bet into equal parts to be wagered on ; #te 
Hext stage uk mi 

eager beaver noun an annoyingly diligent and hard-working person 
US. 1943 

eagle noun ► the eagle flies; the eagle screams; the eagle 
shits used I n used with 'when' us, ms 

eaglebird noun 1 the winner of any long-odds bet, such as the 
double zero in roulette us, m2. 2 in horse racing, a long-shot 
■tomrter that nobody has bet on 4$- ®tr 
eagle day noun pay day. On pay day, il il said that the eagle 
flies/screams, hence tlasjsrm us. mi 
E and E noun evasion and escape. Korean war usage us. m2 
E and E verb to avoid combat duty. I rom Ihe accepted 'escape and 
evasion'. Military test in Vietnam us, 1979 
E and T; ET noun 11 ra 1 one-roll be n leven and twelve. The 
bet was originally known as 'E and T'; with the popularity of the 
film FT, the terminology quickly changed US. m3 
ear noun 1 a 1 ItIzen band radi tntenna 1 m 2 a person who is 
not a part of the crtminal urtdefwortd but who reports what he 
hears to those who are us, 19 «. 3 a police officer south Africa, 1973. 

4 on a playing care, a bent corner used by a cheat to identify the 
card us, mo. ► keep your ear to the ground; have your ear 
to the ground to be alert to whatever is happening uk 1920. 

► on your ear 1 easily uk . urn. 2 ex 
ear angel noun 1 1 nal 1 il invisil tker in a television 

uruoui it e v eai bv whir 1 oh ien, can coirnur'cale with I be 
announcer while on air us 1997 
earballs noun listeners to c ag us, 1999 

ear banger noun a person who enjoys the sound of his own voice 

earbash noun a conversation; an unwanted lecture; a tirade 

igsf' ' ‘ 

earbash verb to rmeone with 

speech. Australia. 1944 

earbasher noun an incessant talker; a bore Australia, 1941 
earbashing noun 1 an insistent barrage of chatter; constant nagging 
Australia. 1945. 2 a harsh reprimand new Zealand, raw 
ear bender noun in il ilkati person us m 
earbobs noun age. dangling earrings us. ra86 
ear candy nouni music that is pleasant, if not challenging us. raw. 

2 a platitude us. mi 

earcon noun at i Him il und that i represer tive of an action or 
content. A contrived piece of jargon awkwardly derived from Icon', 
is visual equivalent, and slowly creeptqiffito everyday usage uk 

earful noun a reprimand, especially when robust or lengthy us, mi 


earhole noun ► on the 

earhole; on the ear'ole n the rounge tends the sense of 
'earhole' (whatever you can hear) to 'whatever you ^rpick 

earhole verb i to eavesdrop, to listen in on someone's conversation 
uk ms. 2 in mount yie rat ing, to bank the motorcyle to an 
exhfpje degree in a turn, bringing the driver (and the driver's ear) 
Close to the ground yf ms 
earie noun ► on the earie alert, informed us, nso 
ear job noun sexual talk on the telephone us. ms 
earl verb to vom hurl us, 1968 

Earls Court noun I Rh ning I ng form I li i i the name of an 
area of west London uk 1992 
early bird noun a word. Rhyming slarigC/isC' }9s? 
early doors noun men knicker pan - -1 Rhyming slang for 
'drawers'; probably since ate C19 when 'early doors' was current 
far a theatrical performance and it was a time 
actually wore 'drawers' uk 1979 

early doors adverb cult on e eciall in elat n to a sporting 
contest. Originally app ied to admissions to old lime music halls; 
later used, with almost catchphrase status, by football 
■#mfflehtaftJf ;Spn Atkinson uk isbs 
early electic noun used as a humorous description of a mix of 
design or decorating styles us. 1980 

early foot noun in horse racing, speed in the Initial stages of a race 

early morn noun the erect penis Rllyming s arig lor horn ijk, 1992 
early o'clock noun shortly after an activity has started trinidad and 
W lBAGO. .tm 

early opener noun a public hotel that opens early in the morning 
to cater for shift workers Australia, mi 
early out noun 1 a separation from the armed forces that is earlier 
than anticipated us, urn 2 in American casinos, an early dismissal 
from work due tasmafer than expected numbers tjf gamblers us, 

early riser noun leased. Discharge 

from prison usually occurs early in the day uk 1995 
early shopper noun m I rse racir 1 bettor he places a bet as 
soon as the belling windows open Australia, 1939 

early shower; early bath noun 1 an athletic contest 

NEW ZEALAND, 197 S 

ear-moll verb to listen in; to eavesdrop uk ws 4 

earn noun an amount of money earned, especially earned illicitly 

AUSTRALIA, 1977 

earn verb m make a dishonest profit uk razz 
earner noun i a jot hat pa net! i that enerates income uk 
i97o. 2any circumstance that criminals can turn lo proftable 
advantage uk 1977. 3 a membei of an organised crime enterprise 
wl^zgjpduces high, profits, however unpleasant his character may 
be us, 1995. 4 money earned, especially money from an illicit source 
or corrupt practice uk 1970 

earnings noun proceeds from eft m 
ear'ole noun in betting, odds of 6-4. From the tick-tack signal used 
by bookmakers uk mt 

ears noun a citizens' band radio receiver. Citizens' band radio slang; 
usually phrased 'put your ears on', 'have your ears on', etc us, 1975. 

► be all ears ► get your 

ears raised to have your hair cut us, raw. ► have your ears 
flapping; keep your ears flapping to listen, especially to make 
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an effort to Ieep u[ ith hat i in n ► pull ears in 

the language of paragliding, to intentionally co apse both tips of 
the wing to in | I ► put the ears on to 

attempt a i ► your ears are 

burning applied to a sensation that somebody is talking about 
you Known in many variations since C 14 uk i 984 
ear s ex noun a sexually-oriented telephone conversation with a 
Vffeesbt* 1 working for a telephone sex service us, 19S4 
earth noun a r ►the earth a great 

expense uk 1924 

Eartha Kitt; eartha noun 1 faeces; an act of defecation; (as a plural) 
diarrhoea. Rhyming slang for shit, formed on the name of popular 
singer Eartha Kitt (b .1 928 ) uk 1992. 2 the female breast Rhyming 
Slang for tit uk 2001 

earthless adjective ed a 11 n-p 1 ne negat e nten ifie 
BARBADOS, 196S 

earthly noun ► no earthly; not an earthly no chance whatever 

earth mother; earth mama noun a woman who eschews makeup, 
synthetic fabric, and meatus, mo 
earth pads noun shoes. IS#! slang us, pc 
earthshake noun 11 ill ial VCA.2003 
earth to .... used 1 1 lum 11 u estior tl ii Hie peison named 
is riot in touch with reality as 4977 
earwig noun an eavesdopper; a lookout man uk 1950 
earwig verb 1 to eavesdrop. A poor pun on do hear' uk 1927. 2 to 
understand, to realise. Rhyming slang for twig uk 1992 
ease verb to leave us, mt; 
easel noun a motorcycle’s prop stand uk 1.979 


easy noun 1111 14 1 int made I 1 ml in Ton other than a 

matched pair. From the fu ler 'easy way 1 us. />«,. 2 in poker, the 
fifth player to the left of the dealer. A name based on the scheme 
Of 1 = A, 2 = B, etc US, 1988 >see: EASIE 


easy verb to silence 1992 

easy adjective i 2 > preference 

when given a choice Australia, mi. ► easy on the eye pleasing 
to look at; good looking, especially of women UK 1936 
easy 1 used as a greeting. Noted in current UK use us. 2003. 2 used 

as a warning uk j:.. 3 used as a farewel Hawaiian youth usage; 

d-ffiten accompanied by a hand gesture, wiggling the hand from the 
wrist erijifiasising thetfepmb and little finger. Noted in ftrttgrit UK 

easy as ABC adjective 1 Asimplici 1 ted by Shakespeare, 
'then comes the answei like an Absey hooked 1595 uk 1970 
easy as apple pie adjective very easy. Variation of easy as pie 

AUSTRALIA, 1984 

easy as damn it adjective , ei e ecorded I Partridge in the 1st 
edition of his Dictionary < >f Slang and Unconventional English and 
Still familiar. Other variations noted at that time inelddlr'easy as 
pissing the bed' and 'easy ® jfii}|fi§ peas' uk tmr 

easy as falling off a log; easy as rolling off a log adjective very 
easy. Mark Twain used 'easy as rolling offa log' in 1880 us, isso 

easy as kiss my arse adjective 1 R 1 led with the 
euphemistic variation 'easy as kiss my ear , by Partridge in the 1st 
.edition fof.m Dictionary of Sang and Unconventional English ,**7 


easy as kiss my eye adjective > tii| hi n 1 tit variation of 


easy as pie adjective very easy us, m4 

easy as shaking drops off your john adjective very easy 
Masculine use; JOHN Thomas; john (the penis) UK resv 


ease on vert 1 leave 1 I i p n 11 g gesture 1 > 
ease up verb fo have sex us, m 
easie; easy noun a latex girdle new Zealand, mi 
east and west noun 1 complementary doses of MDMA, the rec¬ 
reational drug best known as ecstasy, and amphetamine, both in 
powder form, inhaled via different nostrils. 'East' is signified by e 
(MDMA), 'west' extendidfrom an initialism of whizz (amphetamine)' 
uk 1996 . 2 the female breast Or simply 'east west' uk 2001. 3the 
breast or the chest, hence the upper body, /Rhyming slang, uk mi, 

4 a vest. Rhyming s ang; in pickpocket usage us, 1949 
East Anus nickname the town of East Angus, Quebec Canada, 1977 
Easter bunny noun n ne> Rhyming slang arc 1998 
Easter egg noun 1 1 11 - 1 hidden in a computer program's 
object code us, 1991. 2 an icon or hidden process on the menu of a 
DVD that, when selected 01 followed, eads to hidden features us, 
2002. 3 the leg. Rhyming lang ► on the Easter egg 

begging, scrounging. Gla - il mi I 1 on the beg uk 
SCOTLAND, 1988 

East Ham adjective near ma< On the map of the London 
Underground East Ham is ‘one stop-short of Barking’; playing on 
barking (raving mad) esc 2001 
Easti e nickname East Boston, Massachusetts us 1979 

East India Docks noun 1 

Rhyming slang for pox, formed from the name of arielsfitbfr 
docks of east London uk 1992. 2 socks. Rhyming slang uk 1998 

East Jesus; East Jesus Nowhere noun the outback us, mi 
East Jesus, Arkansas noun 1 11 11 us pi e, i Ificult to find and 
peopled with uneducated and poor-people us 1994 
East Los nickname 1st E An ilifomia ,1974 

eastman noun a pimp us, 1911 

East Overshoe noun tlw 11 hical t< in laine which is the 
' •'ftbl'ttj'to fools and idiots us, isrs 
Eastside player noun crack co.ca.re us 1994 


easy as winking adjective very easy UK m? 
easybeats noun 1 1 - 1 11 1 ip; ner I it I easily defeated. 
Punning on I he Easybeats, an Australian 1960 s rock group 

AQSIMLM, 1990 

easy chairnoun in a group of three or more trucks travelling on a 
motorway, the middle truck us, «76 
easy go noun an unstrenuous prison job us. nss 
easy greasy noun art JCyfoad Qsip/e 
easy, greasy! take it easy! Teen slang us tssg 
Easy Hall noun a notional place of great comfort and ease Barbados, 

easy like kissing hand adjective w - i o wo tobago, 2003 

easy mark noun 1 us, 1915 

easy meat noun mei le 1 11 I- edncei r made a victim; 

something that is easy to achieve 'he original sense is 'a sexually 

•available womatfi uk mi 

easy-peasy adjective -1 -1 -1 mple - hildish reduplication 

of'easy', occasionally taken further as 'easy-peasy, lemon-squeezey’ 

easy rider noun 1 a pimp us, 1 9/4. 2 a guitar. From an earlier use as 
'a compliant sexual partner’ uk 1949. 3 a type of LSD identified by a 
design based on the 1969 film Easy Rider uk 2004. 4 cider Rhyming 
Slang, reducing to 'easy' uk 2002 
easy street noun 1 mfortable, afflu nt il ration for little 
expenditure of effort usU $ 0 ? 

easy way noun (used of an even-numbered point in craps) scored in 
any fashion other than a pair us, 1974 
eat noun eating us, jg£| 

eat verb 1 to perform oral sex us 19m. 2 to swallow. Used especially in 
the context of ingesting LSD us m\ 3 (of tobacco) to chew Canada, 
raw. 4 to both 5 s t. ► be 

able to eat an apple through a bird cage to have buck teeth 
Australia, 1998 . ► could eat the hind leg off a donkey applied 
to someone who is ve-y hungry A variation of eat a horse’, on 
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thetrttodel of talk the hind leg off a donkey uk mi. ► eat a 
horse and chase the rider/jockey to be very hungry Australia. 

1972. ► eat a shit sandwich y in illations as 
punishment A vat iatic>ii on cat si iit l ¥, ;w. ► eat a stock to 
buy undesirable stock to maintain an ordei market in the stock its, 
ms. ► eat asphalt rash ile i in i motorcyle bicycling, 
or taking part in any recreational activity on the street us, 2002. 

► eat bad food lo get pregnant trinidad and tobago, 1974. ► eat 
cards in blackjack, to dram more cards than you normally would 
in i gwen hand in order to' leafrt Irtrjigre about what cards are 
remaining unplayed the card-eatei takes a short-term loss in 
hope of a long-term big win its mi. ► eat cheese to curry 
favour 11s. iris. ► eat concrete lo drive or a motorway us, 

► eat crow recording to 

tegend, a British Army officer tricked then forced an American to 
eat a crow that the latter lad shot ► eat cunt to perform 

oral sex on a woman its 1972. ► eat dick to perform oral sex on a 
man us. ms. ► eat dim sum to take the passive role in anal 
intercourse. Rhym ng ing for take it up the bum uk. 2003. ► eat 
dirt to fall on ► eat face 

to kiss in a sustained 1 I ionate n inne ► eat for 

breakfast tc inquish utd ne lia. 1970. ► eat 

from the bushy plate to eng tgi n oral si on 1 woman. 
Probably coined by comedian S;; ha Baron-Cohen (b. 1970 ); his 
influence on ► eat it 1 to 

suffer an accident especially a fall. Hawaiian youth usage us, 1982. 

2 in surfing, to lose control and fa from your surfboard its 1991. 

► eat lead to be shot us 1927. ► eat like a horse to have a 

very large appetite uk, ms ► eat plastic (used of a hospital 
patient) to be intubated its im. ► eat pussy lo perform oral sex 
on a woman its >9i,s. ► eat raw; eat raw without salt to defeat 
or destroy men ile I ► eat razor 

blades to speal 1 1 I in< iffensi II- ted in 1972 
Barbados, 1972. ► eat sausage ■ pw ■ >mi ■, i m on a man new 
zealan i 184 ► eat shit i lence, to do 

something disagreeable or ffpjiliating. May be varied to 'eat 

us. mo. 2 in surfing, to lose control of a ride and fall off your 
surfboard us mi. ► eat someone's lunch to thrash; to exact 
revenge us 1968. ► eat the cookie while surfing, to be pounded 
fiercely by a'tasakrng wave us, 1997. ► eat the crutch off a low- 
flying emu ► eat the 

floormat to tin irself he floor of a car us mi ►eat 
the ginger ► eat the 

head off, eat the face off to verbally abuse or attack Ireland, 

2003 . ► eat your gun m 1 m I I m 1997 ►eat 

your hat used 1 1 pr .. hi uch and such will 

not happen. Very occasional y taken literal v as 'a wager against 
fate’ uk 1837. ► eat your own dog food to make use of 
whatever prodin 1 1 - 1 u j fe ► eatin’ ain’t 

cheatin’ u cd is a jocular a tion that oral se does not rise to 
life level of adultery or infidelity. A maxim that enjoyed sudden 
and massive appeal in the US during the President Clinton sex 
scandals us, 1994. ► I could eat a baby’s bum through a cane 
chair I am e ► I could eat a 

scabby horse between bedrags I am very hungry uk - ► I 
could eat that; I could eat that without salt a catchphrase 
that is used of an attractive girl or young woman. An unattractive 
girl may inspire the opposite: I couldn't eat that'; on the other 
hand, girls wishing to express desire may use: 'he could eat me 
without salt'. The sense is Oceasiofiatly exaggerated as: 'I SopiS boil 
upctfSpiknickers and drink the gravy' uk mi 
ea-tay noun marijuana. Pig Latin for 'tea' us ms 
eat chain! used 1 in in 1 il n the lines of'drop dead!'. An 
abbreviation of 'eat a chain saw!' us. mz 
eat dick! used as a dismissive retort uk rise 
eater noun a | ina us 2001 

eat flaming death! used as an overblown expression of hostility us 


eat fuck! used as a dismissive retort. A variation of 'eat shit!' us 1979 
eating tobacco noun chewing tobacco us, mi 
eat me! use lefiance. The 

IfibOo-COmponent is fadingpftpt faded 


eat my shorts! used as a humorous declaration of defiance us 1979 

eat OUt verb I 

eats noun food, a meal uk 17m 

eat shit and die! used as a powerful expression of dislite or 
disapproval us, im 

eat the apple, fuck the Corps used as a defiant yet proud curse 
of the marines by the marines us, mo 
eatum-up stop noun a roadside restaurant or truckstop us, mo 
eat up vert (used 0 1 ive) to >1 me and i nek a surfer from 
'. : |8e surfboard us mss 

eat what you can and can what you can't used for urging 
someone to be frugal and conservationist Canada, ra® 

eau-de-cologne noun 1 1 tele .. lang Sometimes 

corrupted to 'the odour’ or 'odie' uk mi. 2 a woman. Rhyming 
-slang on polari 'palone' (a woman) uk mr 
e-ball noun MDf twn as ecstasy us. 

Ebeneezer Goode noun ulture 

surrounding MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy 

e-bomb noun MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy uk 

E-brake noun 1 eh ner brake us, 2C03 
ecaf; eek; eke noun In 1 - t I 1 used in polari, especially in 
nftife abbreviatedsffarrns uk 19m 
e-car noun an electrically powered kftdUK 2003 
eccer noun an il 1 - 1 1 1 1 1 1 11 1 1 1 e This term 

makes use of the suffix -er which is especially pssmon in DuMip 
Hiberno-English and is used at the end of abbreviated names 

it&MlD, 1991 


eccy; ec noun economics as, is» 

echOnounavanH f MDM he recreational iru be t known as 
ecstasy. From the international phonetic alphabet, e (MDMA) 

ECHO ate playing on the fist syllable <jf ecstasy (mdma) uk 1990 
echo verb to repeat what was just saif.us, tssr 
'eck-as-like in .1 er to t rhel 11 tl juest n ertainly not, it is 
very unlikely. A Yorkshire-ism, often used in bad 1 impressions iSf# 
ftbrthern accent; not recorded, surprisingly until 1979 uk, 
ecker; ecky noun MDMA, the recreational drug best known as 
ecstasy; a tablet of MDMA. Based on the first syllable of ecstasy 
CMDMA 5 -UK 2002 

eckied adjective intoxicated with MDMA, the recreational drug best 
.fefcwn as ecstasy. From Ccky; eckie (ecstasy) uk, im 
ecky; eckie noun MDMA ilw m 1- 1 1 1 1 u I - 1 I 1 1 
ecstasy; a tablet of MDMA. Plays with the first syllable uk 1995 
ecky-becky noun ados, ms 

ecnop noun a person who lives off prostitutes' earnings, a ponce. 

Sack slang uk 1956 

eco- prefix used to signify an assocation with environmental issues. 

An abbreviation of 'ecology/ecological’ us, m9 
ecofreak noun a radical envirOfiimefitatSuS; mo 

eco-freako adjective I principles uk 

ecology freak noun I 1 11 nmentalist us im 

econ noun ecdb.effijiCSOS, ls?6 

econut noun St US, 1972 

ecoporn; eco-porn noun aestheti |l in [ tures of ecological 
subjects, especially when of no scientific or environmental value; 
used derisively of any advertising that praises a COIrttpany's 'green' 
record or polices us. ms 

ecowarrior noun a person who is especially active in any political 
struggle or violent action against forces that are seen to threaten 
•$ge environment or balance of nature. Formed on 'eco', a widely 
used abbreviation of 'ecoiogy/ecological'. The natural enemy of the; 
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'ecowarrior' is the 'ecoterrorist', a term l8|f, recorded in 1988 uk 


ecstasy noun meti ne-di methampl tamine, MDMA, a mildly 
hallucinogenic empathogen and/or entactogen, a drug of empathy 
and; touch,.Easily the most recognisable slang name for this widely 
popular recreational drug; ft derives from the senses of well-being 
and affection felt by users. The illegal status of the drug has 
encouraged a great many alternative names; some are generic (e is 
probably the most widely known), and some serve as brand 
nafneS;. Originally synthesized by German ptgrmaceutical 
company Merck some time before 1912. Since .the '980s the drug 
has been inextricably lintel with rave culttite.us, ms 
E'd; E-ed; E'd up; E-ed up adjective intoxicated with MDMA, the 
recreational drug best known as ecstasy. Under the Influence of e 
(ecstas $u$2ooi 

Eddie Grundies noun unde ear. A iriatior > grundies, formed 
from the name Eddie Grundy, a popular character in the BBC 
radio soap opera The Archers uk 2002 
edelweiss noun a type of marijuana developed in Holland uk 2003 
e-deuce noun an MperfcjTe rifle m w* 

Edgar Britt; Edgar noun tr 1 1 fdefeca 1 Rhyming slang for 
shit. In the plural, used for 'diarrhoea' Australia, 1969 
Edgar Britts; Edgars noun a bad mood, anxiety, fear Rhyming 
slang for the shits Australia. im 

edge noun 1 In gamblln 1 tat t tl 1 intage, 1 1 ally expressed as 
a percentage us, 19 2 antagonism; a tension arising from mutual 

dislike uk 1979. 3 a knife, used 01 intended foi use as a weapon us, 
1972. 4an urban area wild bars, nightclubs, and prostitution us. 1973. 
► on edge very tense, nervy, anxious uk, wo. ► on the edge in 
gambling, out of funds; broke us. 190 
Edge City noun a notional place where people live on the edge of 
danger us, Wrt 
edged adjective angry us, im 

edge note noun a fifty pound (££0) note Prison slang uk 2002 
edge work noun the alteration of dice by rounding off the edges to 
affect the roll us, tm. 

edgy adjective 1 nervous, irritable, tense us isnz. 2 leading a trend. 
Probably from 'cutting-edge' us, m-. 3 in the used car business, 
saidcofla car that needs body work us ms 
Edinburgh fringe noun the female pubic hair; the vagina. Rhyming 
Slang for minge u%$@ 

Edison noun in In i - i i t hand bad u 1 illegally by a jockey 
ifG imparj; a shock tor fe horse us wz 

Edison medicine noun - ^ in h therap Alluding to Thomas 
•Beon; a cental figure tm the early history of electricity, art ft * 
common phrase, although hot'for lack of cleverness us, r 990 
Edmonchuk nickname the city of Edmonton, Alberta Canada, 19.9s 
Edmundo Ros; edmundo noun Rl nin ling formed 

from the name o' Frinidadian band-leadei Edmundo Ros (b.1910) 
who, from 1940, bfeaught Latin American rhythms to Britain uk, 

edna! watch out!; be quiet! Rhyming slang, 'Edna May', based on 
'way'; originally used for 'on your way' or 'on my way', now an 
imperative. Based on the name of actress andSthger Edna May 
(May Edna Petti®], 1878-1948 uk, m> 

Ednabopper noun fan 0 Dam Edna E rag 1 lined by Barry 
'■fitalJhries, the man behind the Dime Australia. 1991 
Edna Everage; Edna noun 1 In I Rhyn 1 m lor beverage'; 
based on the 'Housewife Superstar' character created by Australian 
comedian and satirist Barry Humphries (b 1934) uk 2002 
Edsel; Flying Edsel nickname the US Air Force F-111 aircraft. An 
allusion to the single greatest fai ure in American car manufacture 

educated currency noun in horse racing, bets placed on the basis 
■Of what is believed to be authentic, empirical tips u%.|§S?, 

educator noun 

newspaper us wo 


Edward noun Mi as ecstasy. 

Early phonetic alphabet for e (predating '£ easy' and 'E echo') uk 

Edward Heath; Ted Heath; Edwards; Teds noun the teeth. 
Rhyming :; ang, formed on the name of a former !JK prime 
minister, 1970-74, and Conservative party leader, who was 
•ftaously caricatured with a toothy grin uk /m 
eed-way noun itparijuana, Pig Latip'itet weed us, 
eejit; eedjit; idjit noun 1 h 

pronunciation; earlier variations include 'eediot' and 'eegit' Ireland, 

eel nouni an untrust >11 r other e despi ible person. 

Adapting the 'slippery character' sense to-more general derogatory 
cySage; possibly,also, a disguised reference to a heel (a dishonest, 
untrustworthy person) uk 2001 2a spy 01 informer us, 1956. *the 
penis. Ftpm a perceived resdm&lance us, 1968 
eels noun in electric line work, insulated line hose used for covering 
trpdwes during work us, 19m 

eels and liquor; eels noun 11 1 rnd £1 I ming slang for 
nicker, formed from the name of a classic dish of London cuisine 


eensy-weensy adjective very small. A rarely heard variant of'teensy- 
weensy' US 1978 

eeoo-leven noun in, critps, ah eteySbff. ms 
eez noun sex Bermuda, ms 

eff; F used as a euphemism for 'fuck' in all its different senses and 
parts of speech. Originally purely eupftgfhisSe, but soon a jocular 
replacement for fuck uk 1929 

eff and blind verb 1 ear; t< ieppe liscourse - ith obscenities. A 
cornhihatioh of twd fuphemisms: eff (fuck) and blind (bloody) uk 


eff and jeff verb to swear; to pepper discourse with obscenities. A 
variation of eff and blind uk 2004 

effect noun ► in effect; in effect mode relaxed, irv-carrtrol, 
unstressed- US, me 

effed up adjective rsed a e i[ her li 11 or fur led up' us 1971 
effer noun a person, a fucker uk 1966 

efficient adjective ► get efficient to smoke marijuana us, 1997 
effing; effin’; f-ing adjective med as an nlersifier; a euphemism 
;S3f 'fucking' uk 1929 

eff off verb used as a euphemism for 'fuck off UK 1945 
effort noun a specific article that is not accurately named. Originally 
fktblic. school usageuk ms 
efink noun a kMfe; Back slang uk j m 

egad! used as a lly considered 

to be obsolete from latei Cl9 but survives in ironic usage us 1573 
egg noun ia pel n m 'bad e 1 ra 1 a 2 a fool, 
especially an obnoxious foo. Possibly derived from yegg (a 
criminal) us, rare. 3 a white person who associates with, and takes 
on, the culture of south Asians. The egg, like the person described, 
is white on the outside but yellow on the inside us. 1997. 4a novice 
surf et Australia lk: 5 a person who is trying to bet his way out of 
debt and, predictably, failing Australia ;9S9. 6a bookm iker h 
refuses a bet. From the bookmaker's ctabof* already laid it’ 
Australia, 1989. 7 a c.i way police officer us. 1977. 8 a billiard ball us, 
1988. 9 a bon 10 11 crack 

cocaine us, 1994. 12 horl surft rd Ith nr 11 1 tail and a round 
nose, ertfemejy common in the late 1960s andpgariy 70s Australia, 


egg verb to perform poorly us 2002 

egg; green egg; wobbly egg noun a capsule of branded tranqulliser 
Temazepam™. From the appearance uk 199s 
egg and spoon; egg noun 1 ill m 11 L -1 mi ry rh ming 
slang for coon Subject to some politica Iv correct confusion with 
‘fStiisf good egg' (an dsqpfession of approval, hence 'good person', 
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eggbeater | ekusen o'clock 


1903 ) uk 1992 . 2 a procurer of prostitutes, a pimp Rhyming slang 
for hoon (a pimp)/Kysw 4 ti 4 ,1975 

eggbeater noun 1 ngle-rotor hel pi ined veil before the 
war in Korea, but used extensively by US forces in Koreans: 1936. 

2 a twin-engine training plane t is. , 3 an oldish, not very 

powerful motor car An affectionate usage u> mi. 4 a small 
outboard motor for a boat us, m2. 5 a paddle skier The skier sits 
on a small bttlfeous canoe and paddles'into the surf using paddles. 
His whirring repetitive jatfetdling motion, especially when gaining; 
speed to catch a wave, resembles an eggbeater southmsca. 2003. 

6 a bad head-over-skis fal whi e skiing ns, 
egg breaker noun in electric line work, a guy strain insulator ns 1 930 
egg crate noun in h 1 I li ind ir ustom ing, a grille design 
with a cross hatch ns, 1993 

egg flip noun in horse racing, useful information about a horse or 
race Australia isse 

egghead noun 1 a very smart 

person ns ms. 2 a bald person us 1907 
egghead brigade noun 1 n .■ 11 ts Police use, from egghead 
(an 'riel ectua . often a scientist) us 1971 
eggheaded adjective 1 intellectual yet lacking common sense US was. 


egg in a hole noun 1 I - fbr< I 11 ed with an egg in a hole cut 
out of the middle Canada, 1995 

egg on your face noun humiliation or embarrassment Canada, ram 
eggplant noun a black person us. 1934 

egg roll noun 1 an idiot Australia, ms. 2 a beginner surfer Australia, 


eggs noun the teSJeijStlS 1976 
eggshell blonde noun a bald person Australia, 1977 
eggsucker noun 1 a sycophant us ws. 2 in electric line work, an 
insulated line tool formally known as a grip-all stick ns mo 

egg-sucking adjective desptcal*'!eti$, ms. 

eggy adjective i 2 rayed, angry. 

Possibly a phonetic variation tf 'aggravated' uk mi 
Eglinton Toll; eglinton noun the anus, by extension, the buttocks. 
Glasgow rhyming slang for arsehole, formed from an area of that 

4ty UK: SCOTLAND, 1988 

egObOO noun 

Egon Ronay; egon noun an act of defecation. Rhyming slang for 
pony (pony and trap), imperfectly formed from the name of a 
celebrated food critic uk, ms 

ego surf verb to search for mentions of your name on the Internet 

ns, 1997 

ego trip noun any activity that is motivated by self-importance ns 


egregious adjective er In ( i ent na Engli i rendered slang by 
attitude and drawn-out pronunciation ns mi 
Egypt noun a neul iourh( i[ ulated lar I black people ns, 


Egyptian noun a tablet of MDMA, the recreational drug best known 
as ecstasy uk m3 

Egyptian queen noun in homosexual usage, an attractive black 
man. An incorrect racial label ns, rasz 
eh used aftei , | i i temer hout any suggestion of 
■qyestfonlng Usage after virtually every positive statement a 
speaker makes is characteristic of many speakers of both New 
Sgaiapcl .add northern Australia Australia, 
eh? do you agree? Canada, ms 

E-head noun a habitual user of MDMA, the recreational drug best 
known as ecstasy Combines, e, the familiar shorthand for ecstasy 
(MDMA) with -head (a-user) UK 1999 

Eiffel Tower; eiffel noun 1 1 I f 1 1 11 11 ing ns 1992. 2 a 
good look. PI min m hi I h 1. n- eyefuluk m2 


eight nouni heroin. 'H' is the 8th lettei of the alphabet, and there is 
the phonetic connection to 'H' ns 1997. 2 one-eighth of an ounce 
of a drug ns 1974. 3 an eight fluid ounce beei glass; a serving of 
beet In such a glass Australia, 1972- 

eight and out noun in pool, a win achieved by sinking all eight balls 

eight ball noun 1 one eighth of an ounce us. ms. 2 a discharge from 
thetuf Army for mental unfitness. From the regulation AF 
600-208 ns 1968. 3 Old English 800 “ malt iquor us m2. 4 a dark 
skinned black person I tic 'eightball' in billiards is black ns 1919. sa 
conventional, staid, unsophisticated person us, 1970. 6 a mixture of 
crack cocaine and heroin us 2001. ► behind the eight ball in a 
difficult position. From a tactical disadvantage when playing pool 
i&'m 

eight-charge noun atchel ns mi 

eighteen noun an eighteen gallon keg of beet Australia, 191s 
eighteen-carat adjective first-class, excellent I tom the 'carat' which 
is used to classify the weight o“’diamonds and eftrer precious-. * • 
Stones, generally considered to be a measurement of quality uk 

eighteen pence noun sense, common-sense Rhyming slang uk 1932 
eighter from Decatur noun in craps, a roll O^ejght us 1950 
eight miler noun a distracted driver who drives for several miles with 
a turn signal flashing us mi 

eight-pager noun a mia 11 pom rat li mi I that placed well- 
known world figures or comic book characters in erotic situations 


eight-track noun tn ei ht-lane m 1 1 1 -In ingfromthe 
name of the ‘eight-track’ tape player popular in the 1970s US, 1977 
eighty noun us 2003 

eighty-deuce nickname the 82nd Airborne Division, US Army us, mi 
eighty-eight noun a piano. From the 88 keys on a standard piano 


eighty-eighter noun he number of keys 

on a piano us, 1949 

eighty-eights 
eighty-five noun a girlfriend 

eighty niggers and two white men nickname Airborne 

Division, US Army During the Vietnam war, 1 : was perceived that 
'.|ge 82nd Division enjoyed-.an above-average black population us. 

eighty-one mike mike noun an 81mm medium extended-range 
mortar, found In the mortar platoon of an infantry battalion us. 


eighty-six; eight-six noun a from entering 

a bar or other establishment us, 1943 

eighty-six; eight-six verb itry us, 1955 

eina! used as an exclamation of pain or as a cry of sympathy for 
someone else's pain. Pronounced 'aynahl' south Africa, 1913 
Einstein noun used 1 in ir in in I 1 am >r imeone who has 
mastered basic lo|&, Albert EinstgJtt:Cl§7fe-1955) is the one 
modern scientist it seems, that ;ewfyone has heard of uk 1997 
Einstein’s mate noun in ill mint I ent person. An ironic 
CompanstjmA; 13X7 

Eisenhower noun 11 r. Rhyr lin I 1 1 ned from the name 
of the 34th US President, General Dwight 0. Eisenhower, 
1890-1969 uk 1992 

eke noun cosmetics, a room used when applying makeup. Derived 
from- potan tadlslang ecaf (the-f%E$| and- used within homosexual 
society uk im 

ek se; ek se; ekse used as an emphatic affirmation of a statement. 
From Afrikaans of (a si (say), probably a shortening of ek se vir jou 
(f.m telling you)$outh Africa, 1959 
ekusen o'clock noun intherfiorning south Africa, mi. 






El | eleventh commandment 
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El noun an elevated railway Chicago, Now York and Philadelphia are 
major cities with an El us, urn. ► the El the boys' reformatory at 
tjlmire, New YorkftS, 1950 

Elaine noun ME 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 il 1 1 I iln n as ecstasy. A 

^Bonification of the drug by elaboration of e (MDMA) UK 2003 
elbow nouni a ill I II I III II n 2 a pound (0 45kg) of 

fnanjt&Kk A phoentic rendition of the abbreviation 'lb 1 (pound) 
us, 1997 . 3 in electric line work, an underground cable terminator 
us, 1980 . ► on the elbow 
perhaps, with ON the earhole iMj &7 
elbow-bending noun inrnodt mle consumption of alcohol us 1994 
elbow-bending adjective drinking to excess us, 2002 
elbow cake noun in the 5 per ion inada n hot biscuit 
CANADA, 1998 

elbow grease noun hard manual labour; effort ijk, 1672 
elbow-lifting noun drinking, especially as part of a drinking session 

elbow list noun a list, often notional, of despised things or persons 

elbow-tit verb to graze or strike an unknown female's breast with 
yOyr elbow us, 1974 

El Cid noun LSD. A pur ling pla 1 the first letter of LSD and the 
second syllable of 'acid* (LSD), giving the name of a legendary 
Spanish fee MflU&b 

El D; LD noun 1 a Cadillac El Dorado car us, 1970. 2 Eldorado™ 
fortified wine «:isi>tt4SS, ms 
elderberry noun man uk 1979 

elder days noun in computing, Hie years before 1980. A conscious 
borrowing from Tolkien us. 1991 
el diablitonoun a mix of cocaine, heroin, marijuana and 
phencyclidine, the recreational drug known as PCP or angel dust 
The Spanish 'little devil' cffits a more elaborate recipe than sk 1 

DIABLO US, 1998 

el diablo noun in.. heroin nn narijuana. Spanish el 

diabia (the devil) uk ms 
El Dog noun a Cadillac El Ooradoe&r 

electric adjective 1 5, sudden 

uk, 1977. 2 augmented with LSD us, i%7 

electric bookmaker noun 1 I naker 1 regularly shocked by 
■ me-jesute of the events bet on austraua, m 
electric cure noun execution by electrocution us, mo 

electrician noun accelerates a 

•mnfrgfntaBonts »9s 




a vehfete'tiisptric ci 
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electric soup noun 1 nixiui n 1 I its and cheap red 
wine uk Scotland, 1985. 2 Eldorado™, a fortified wine sold in 
Scotland UK SCOTLAND. 1983 

Electric Strawberry nickname the 25th Infantry Division, US Army. 

I he Division's insignia is a green taro leaf in a red circle, 
suggesting a strawberry os, mi 
electro- prefix when applied to a musical style, involving 
synthesizers. As well as the examples listed as headwords, the 
following styles have been recorded: 'electro-baroque', 'electro¬ 
boogie', 'electro-bossa', 'electro-death', 'electro-dup', 'electro-funk', 
'electro-goth' arnf ^edTO-nairtas 200 a 
Electrolux noun a person gifted at performing oral sex on men. 
From the branded vacuum cleaner and its advertising boast - 
'Nothing sucks like an iHtoreta' m. 2 m 
electros noun electrical equipment employed for sexual stimulation, 
especially when advertised by a prostitute UK.2003 
elef noun eleven; in betting, odds of 11 -1. A shortening and 
Slovehirtg of 'eleven' uk mi 


elef a viernoun n letting >dds < 11-4. A pi inetic slurring of 
elef (11) and 'four' uk mi 

elegant adjective 1 (used of a homosexual male) polished, effete us, 
1949. 2 in computing, simple yet extremely efficient us, 1990 
elegant sufficiency noun used as an indication that enough has 
been had to eal A jocul; 1 mocking of gentee mannners which 
has, perhaps, become a cliche uk im 
elephant noun 1 heroin uk, ,0%. 2 marijuana uk 2003. 3 a high-ranking 
Naval officer. US naval aviator usage us, ix 
Elephant and Castle noun 1 arsehole, in anatomic and figurative 
senses. Rhyming slang, based on an area of south London uk 2002. 
2 a parcel. Rhyming slang uk, 1959 

elephant bag noun in the usage of forest (ire fighters, a large canvas 
bag used for dropping cargo from aeroplanes us, 1959 

elephant bucks noun 
elephant ear noun in 

insulator us, nso 

elephant gun noun 1 any powerful rifle us sag. 2 an M79 grenade 
launcher. Vietnam war usage It is a single-shot, break-open, 
breech-loading, shoulder-fired weapon us, r«. 3 a surfboard 
designed for big-wave conditions US 1963 
elephant intestines noun the cotton tubes used by the Viet Cong 
to carry rice in the field US, 1990 

elephant juice nou/ morphine 

1,000 times more potent than morphine Australia, ras9 
elephant motor noun the Chrysler Hemi engine. Huge 
dispIpeenneBt 'tnd power us, m3 
elephant pill noun h lar ran ti-ma m hloroquine- 
primequine pi laken once ,1 week by US troops hi Velnarn "S 1 -■ 
Elephants' Graveyard nickname the Boston Naval District 
headquarters us, 1971 

elephant snot noun n ir ref n 1 1 ilan usually referring to 

Permatex™ sealant, a tradmarked product us. 1992 

elephant's trunk; elephant trunk noun a drunk. Rhyming slartg 

elephant's trunk; elephant trunk; elephant's; elephants 

adjective drunk Rhyming slang, influenced by the pink elephants 
that only drunks can see uk 1859 
elephant tracker noun a railway detective us. m 
elephant tranquillizer; elephant noun phencyclidine, the rec¬ 
reational drug known as PCP or angel dust vs, 20m 
elevator noun 1 in in kin h Iraulif lift on the back of a trailer 
vs 1971. 2 a false cut of a deck of playing cards us. 1991 
elevator jockey noun an elevator (lift) operator jus, 
eleven noun 1 a stunningly gorgeous woman who swallows semen 
after oral sex. An elaboration of the pel feet ten’ Australia, ms. 2 in 
a deck of playing cards, a jack or knave vs 1996 
eleven bang-bang noun lumerical 

MOS code assigned to an infantry soldier vs, 19m 
eleven bravo noun an infantry soldier US mi 
eleven bush noun an infantry soldier 

eleven-foot pole noun an imagined device for touching someone 
■Svtita another would) not touch with a ten-foot pole vs;®# 
eleven from heaven nouneleven in a craps game vs, 1957 
elevenses noun 1 ud-morning refreshr len mid-morning break 
from work, generally for refreshments but also used as an 
opportunity for cigarette smoking. Originally Kent dialect, extended 
from 'eleven o’clock'; late CIS workmen also had 'ftjutpes' uk m7 
eleventh commandment noun sen as a 

mandatory guideline on a par with the Ten Commandments, A 
term probably catne<|«Ronald Reagan and .applied to his adage 
that no Republican (except him) should disparage another 
Republican. Eventually applied, often jocularly, to many different 
’Situations.; For example: the mythical commandment out very real 
criminal code - thou shalt not get caught vs tiH 







235 


eleventh gear | end of story 


eleventh gear noun in trucking, neutral, used for conserving fuel 
when coasting down a hill c/5, 1971 
elf noun 1986 

el fabuloso! us ealand, ms 

el foldo noun an utter, relentless collapse us, ism 
Eli nickname Yale University; a Yale student; a Yale sports team us, 1379 
Eli Lilly noun morphine. I rom the drug manufacturer's name us ms 
eliminate verb to kill i per n n inallyj ula but no longer uk, 

elite adjective in the world of Internet lisci in >ups, offering the 
illegal us. m 

Elizabeth Regina noun the vagina Rhyming slang, formed from 
Queen Elizabeth 

Elizabeth's corner noun gossip Australia, ra® 
elk river noun in poker, a hand with three tens us. i9os 
Elky noun a Chevrolet tl C, mino pickup truck, manufactured from 
1959 untff 1-987 us, m3 

-ella suffix used to feminise a noun and thus create a derogative 


elle momo noun marijuana laced with phencyclidine, the rec¬ 
reational drug known as PCP or angel dust The etymology is 
uncertain; it looks French, sounds-Spanish and is possibly-a,play 

ellie noun an elephant sea \ Antarctica, mo 

Ellis Day noun L [ rone UK, 2003 

Elly and Castle nickname the Elephant and Castle district of south 
London uk 1976 

Elmer noun in circus and carniva usage, an unsophiscticated, gullible 
fccai-us ax 

El Producto noun oil. Tesiara vs, asos 
El Ropo noun in 11 I 11 I punish US, 1960 
Elsie Tanner noun 1 1 panner. Rh ning lang, formed from the 
name of a character in the.teliyision soap opera Coronation Street, 
played, from 1960 to 84, by actress Pat Phoenix, 1923-86 UK, m2. 

2 a single instance 01 example of something Glasgow rhyming 
slang tor 'wanner' uk Scotland, im 
El Smoggo; El Stinko nickname t ite to the city's 

air quality us, tm 

el tee noun a lieutenant From the abbreviation 'Lt' us, im 
elton noun a toil I musician Elton John 

;947 )uk m 

Elton John; elton noun ed to trick or 

deceive; a tale intended 10 deceive Rhyming slang lor 'con', 
formed from the name of popular musician SitEtotMin 
(Reginald Kenneth Dwight) (b 1943 uk, /<ss 

elvis noun ISD UAjm- 

Elvis noun a poker pi er h 1 nearl br< - >ut manages to stay in 
a game far longer than one would predict Liket€|St;fibSfey ) the 
poker payer refuses toidi-eus. 3996 
emag noun a game. Back slartgW;, (m 

E-man noun a police < fi mil I bn rgency Service Unit. 

New Ypfffepplice slang us, 1997 
embalmed adjective very drui%t?4 1934 

embalmed beef noun si rongly associated 

with profiteers diipg-the Spanish-American war; mostly histgifc 

embalming fluid noun pi mi 1 li 1 1 mi 1 nal drug known 
as PCP or angel dust us, 1992 

embroidery noun 111- luncti ml re ible n an intravenous 

drug user's body us, T9^.- 

embugger verb to hjndec.Kyhamper. Military uk, m 
embuggerance noun m nl m 1 lazard that omplicates a 
proposed course of action Originally military, ms 


emby noun in carnival usage,player us. 0$, 

EM club noun an enlisted ms©<S ejutejis; 

Erne noun the Mexican Mafia, a Mexlcan-American prison gang. 
'Yffaft the Spanish pronunciation of the fetter 'M' us, 1990 
emeffing adjective 11 -1 1 i euphemism for'm therfucking’ us, 1958 
emergency gun noun an improvised method to puncture the skin 
.jpd inject a drugH'Sra 

emergency handout noun in | 1 1 the nsequent act of separ¬ 

ating an imprisoned mother from her baby when, for disciplinary 
reasons, the parent is removed from the mother and baby unit - 
'tfje baby is therefore handed OufJoip. local authority care uk, 1996 
Emma Chisit? how much is it./ The most famous and well- 
remembered piece ofsrRiNE. The story goes that a visiting English 
writer, Monica Dickens, was autographing copies of her latest book 
in Sydney and a woman handed her a copy and asked in her best 
Australian accent 'Flow much is it?'. Monica ' sickens took the 
book and wrote: ‘To Emma Chisit’ and signed her autograph 

betow AUSTRALIA. 1965 

Emma Freud noun i haem rrh il I ni Ian formed from the 
tiarte of journalist Emma Freud (b.1961), daughter of-Sir clement 
freud, whose name serves a synonymous purpose uk, m? 

Emma G noun a machine gun A formation built on the initials MG 

BW 

Emma Jesse noun an emergency brake us. 1971 
Emmerdale Farm; emmerdale noun ihe arm. Rhyming slang, 
formed from the title of a UK soap opera, broadcast since 1972, 
later changing its name to Emmerdale uk ms 
emmet noun a holiday-maker or tourist in Cornwall. Derisive. Emmet 
is a dialect word for 'ant 1 ; in Cornwall the holiday-makers/Qbviousiy) 
swarm and get everywhere uk 
emptyhead noun an idie$jk a&i 

empty nest noun a home in which the children have all grown and 
gone away us. 1973 

empty suit noun ance us, 19W 

emu; emu bobber noun a person who picks up hckets at a 
racecourse in the hope of finding an unclaimed win. From the 
emu, a large, flightless Australian bird related to-the ostrich-, with; 
%ig legs and a long neck, that bends to pick things off the ground 

, AUSTRALIA, 1966 

emu-bob verb it rch as litter or 

kiijdi®iAC®resi/A 1926 

emu bob; emu parade; emu patrol; emu stalk; emu walk noun 

a patrol by a group of people over a certain area of ground for the 
purpose of searching or cleaning:the mekAUSTRAUA 1941 

enchilada noun ► the whole enchilada all of something 
Popularised in the US dunngthe Watergate scandal of 1972-1974 


end noun 1 the cm 1 here u re I in 1 lere you live and/or 
are well-known uk. ms 2 die best; an extreme uk ms. 3 a share or 
portion us. 1887 . 4 the penis us. 1957. 5 money us, noo. ► the end 
something,or someone that tests you to the end ofyotiir" 
endurance UK, lissi 

endonouni in rr rntain bikin 11 ider 1 Inch the cyclist is 
.thrown over the handlebars; the course the cyclist follows in such 
an accident; a mountain biking trick in which the front brake is 
Sharply applied thus forcing the ipp wheel to come up off.thf; 
ground us. mo. 2 in motor racing, ar 1 end-over-end flip us mo. 3 a 
backwards fall off a surfboard us is . 4 in the television and film 
industry, any stunt in which avahfcfe goes thrpdp the air end- 
over-end us. 2003. 5 marijuariJiS. m7 
end of enough said, no more End of story uk 2001 
end of discussion 

nothing more to be said on the subject at hand as. im? 
end of story 11 ,ed 1 1 indi ite that ill that needs to be told 

has been told, all that needs to be said has been said. Often 
jocular us 1996 








end of the line | -erati 
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end of the line noun the absolute end, the finish of something us, 

end of the road noun the finish of something uk 1954 

end of watch noun death us, ms 

ends noun 1 money An abbreviation of dividends (money) us, 1997. 

2 cash in hand us, 2001. 3 a rich customer of a prostitute us. />«/. 

4 the hair Possibly ay back-formation from 'split-ends'. Recorded 
in use in contemporary gay society uk, 2003 
endsville noun 1 the end us, m2. 2 the best us, m7. 3 the worst us. 


Ene nickname 1 the Northern Structure prison gang. Spanish for the 
letter used by English speakers in the American southwest us, 
1995. 2a member of the Nuestra Familia prison gang us, mo 
enema queen noun 1 m il horn - ual il in enema fetish us. 

Enema Sue; Enema Zoo nickname New Mexico State University. A 
cheerful play on the initials NMSU us, 1970 
energizer noun \ I drug known as PCP 

or angel dust us. im 

energy powder noun amphetamine uk rags 

enforcer noun to 

enforce the wB ’Of a criminal gang us, m 
en fuego! used as a humorous observation that somebody is 
performing very we l Coined and popularised by ESPN's Dan 
Patrick; probably the most widely used of the ESPN-spawned 
oatdipbrases us. 1997 

Engelbert Humperdinck; englebertnoun a drink. Rhyming slang, 
formed from the name of singer Engelbert Humperdinck (Gerry 
Dorsey) (b.1936) who came to papular fame in the mid-1960s uk, 


engine noun ► on the engine (used of a racehorse) well in front in 

engineer noun the first rctive participant n erial sex with a single 
passive partner. From 'to pull a train' (to engage in serial sex) us, 

engine room noun 1 I mi 1 . rugt union team new 

Zealand, 199S. 2 the rhythm section of a band Trinidad and tobaco, 
non. 3 the mid-boat rowers in an eight-person racing shell us 1949 
England noun ► go to England to have a baby in secret trinidad 

AND TOBAGO, 1960 

English noun in ; I pin imparte n 1 1 ue ball to affect the 
course of the object ball 01 the cue ball after striking the object 
batWs. 1869 

English-Channel eyes noun bloodshot eyes from exposure to ciga¬ 
rette and/or marijuana smoke. I rom photographs of swimmers 
staggering out of the water having crossed the Chanfteji, tbpfi. eyes 
bloodshot us, tm 

English method noun tlm mil 1 f the pen et een the thighs 
of another boy or man until reaching orgasm. More cOttprpply 
known in the US as the 'Princeton Rub' us. m7 
English muffins noun in homosexual usage, a boy's buttocks us. mz 
English return noun dead silence after what was supposed to be a 
funny joke us. mi 

English vice noun flagellation us, 1956 
enin noun nine, in betting, odds of 9-1 Backslangury 1859 
enin to rouf noun in betting, odds of 9-4. A combination of enin 
(nine) and rouf (four) when, if used jjifjffe eMi word signifies 
morettpilhe number itsetfw, mi 
enit? don't you know? One of the very lew Native American 
expressions used in a slangy sense by English-speaking Native 

enjoy! user as a henedicition by restaurant waiters, and then 
mimicked in other contexts us, 199 5 

enjoy the trip?; enjoy your trip? ,1 caicnpfrase readily delivered 
to anyone who stumbles or trips ovei something. Often phrased 


'did you enjoytfosfi|p)?', sometimes-elaborated 'send a postcard 
next time!' uk, 1974 

enlisted swine noun an enlisted soldier us, 19se 

Enoch noun i I i I . _ ..I r I I.ml ' r- in 1 

Enoch Powell, 1912-98, a noted opponent of immigration into 
the UK. Recorded as being used by White-iprirmryschooIrchitrSrph, 
rhqt the example was set by a parent uk, 1979 
Enoch Powell; enoch noun 1 1 1 -I Hi 1 in , formed from 
rO. mu mi I I lai and politician, Enoch Powell 1912-98 
uk 1992. 2 a trowel Rhyming s ang uk. 1992 
enough pronoun ► can never get enough to be sexually insatiable 
uk .1974 ► have had enough I w Imn A not entirely 
honest form of words - the implied sense is 'to have had more 
than enough:' uKik? 

enthuse verb to be enthusia 1 1 reate enthusiasm in others us, 


entjie; endjie noun 1 1 1 11 1 II the tut of a cigarette that 

may be saved for later; a marijuana cigarette. I ormed on Afrikaans 
-e/jt’fewf), 'entjie' is pronounced "ayri-chee’ south/ifrkA, 19m 
entreprenerd noun a computer- or Internet-business entrepreneur. A 
I'ptayon NERD UK 2003 

entry noun ► up your entry appropriate to your taste or 
requirements uk ®ao 

envelope noun 1 a condom us, iv, 4 . 2 an aeroplane's performance 


Enzed noun New Zealand Australia, 1915 

Enzedder noun a New Zeal 
EOT adjective dead US, 5985 

ep noun an episode. A broadcasting abbreviation in wider currency 
EPA nickname E 1 I I -Il m 11 ml ( illtornia A black 

ghetto surrounded by $ili<3$i)S*lley wealth us. 2000 
epic adjective excellent, outstanding us, 1933 
epidoddle noun epidural anaesthesia us. 1994 
eppie scoppie noun a taritfuWuK 19® 
eppis noun nothing us, 1966 
eppo noun an attack, an outburst Ireland, 2003 
eppy noun a display of temper uk isss 

Eppy nickname E manager of the Beatles uk. 


eppy adjective epileptic UK 1988 
epsilon noun a very small amount us, 1933 
EPT nickname El Paso, Texas US. tsosf 

EQ; EQs noun the tonal qual¬ 

ity of domestic and professional sound-reproduction equipment 

equalizer; equaliser noun a gun or any object that can be used in 
a fight Not without irony us, m9 
equator noun the waist us. 194s 

equipped adjective 1 In n.hionable 2 rimed 

equipped with a weapon uk 19% 

-er; -ers suffix used to create a slangy variation of a conventional, 
generally abridged, word By this process, the word 'indigestion' 
becomes, in its simplest form, 'indigesters'; 'football' becomes 
footer and 'rugby football' becomes 'rugger? Now known as tM 
'Oxford -er(s)', it began at Rugby school in 1875 ( Oxford English 
Dictionary), but this origin has been disputed and claimeefA5 
Harrow School. Usage migrated via Oxford University intdrjppeiraf' 
(upper-)middle-class slang, and.'Royal Navy Service UK ws 
eradication squad; ’radication squad noun a ttftftOf armed 
police UK 1994 

-erati suffix when 1 I I-I 1 it e 1 ultur I interest, creates a 
fashionable group with a common identify or-interest Dn the 
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erdie; erdy | Europe 


model of'literati'; better-known uses include iiggerati' (hangers- 
on), 'niggeratf (successftil members of black sogjay ) ; <M 1990 
erdie; erdy noun 1 unimaginative inven nal person. From 
German erde (earth, the Earth, the ground) ok 1974 
'ere; here said when passing a marijuana cigarette us, 2001 
erecstasy noun 1 re eational dru ktail f MDMA, the rec¬ 
reational drug besl known as ecstasy, and Viagra™ (a branded drug 
that enables a male erection). A conflation of 'cause' and 'effect' 
ass 

erector noun a semi-erect penis UK, 1999 

-ereemo suffix used as a meaningless appendage. Jocular, maybejust 
for fun uk , 7997 

-er -er suffix a doer (< Hr erb) l< jlar re; ti u use of the agent 
suffix '-er'. Normally only one used for a compound vfirtji 
thus'wash up' becomes 'washer-up'. Then, added to both parts of 
{the compound, 'washer-upper'. And sometimes, for comic effect, 
yytth a third '-er' added to the new compound as a whole.'washer- 
uippereff this’last especially used im 

erie noun ► on the erie engaged in eavesdropping us, 1950 
E-ring adjective I E-ring' of 

the Pentagon where high-ranking officers work us, 19m 
-erino suffix used as a suffix to create humorous variants understood 
from their base us, ram 
erk! used for expr 1 1 li 1 1 tralia mi 
erk; irk noun 1 n nptible per n. From military use as'a 
serviceman of low tank'.ox 19& 

erky adjective mild li istin unplea int li in erk! (an expression 
of mild disgust). The suggestion that it denyesfiam 'disparateerir' 
fa naval rating) ismS® Bl)Jtching at straws AUSt&uA, 19m 
erni e noun a fool, especia Iv one who does not concentrate 
Snowboarders' slang us. ms 

-eroo sufrix used as a meanir I- embellishment; also used to 
intensify*, mi 

-erooni; -eroony suffix u e 1 I rati intensifier 
Eros and Cupid adjective stupid. Rhyming slang UK tm 
erp verb to vomit US. 7968 
errie noun an aeroplane uKr$C&ft*NB,, J9ss 
Errol Flynn noun 111 chin in isr mat mil ind figurative. 
Rhyming slang, formed from the name of the swashbuckling film 
Actor, 1 909 - 59 UK, mi 

Erroll Flynns noun spectacles. Rhyming slang for bins w 
Ervine noun a police officer-*; is?.} 

esclop noun not 

pronounced, and the 'e' is generally omitted, thus, 'slop' uk. issi 

escort service noun ating 

euphemistically under the-guisefof providing an escort, not a 
prostitute*, r 982 

ese noun used as a term 11 iddre 1 1 11 male; an aware, 

street-wise young man. Border Spanish uMstrin-English 
conversation by Mexican-Americans * i sso 
eskimo nouni in oil drilling, a worker from Alaska or Montana* 

1954. 2 a Jewish person us, m9 
Eskimo ice cream noun 

Eskimo Nell; eskimo noun 1 I II 1 1 I 1 II Rhyming slang, 
formed from the heroine of a famously bawdy ballad uk ms 
Eskimo pie noun js. 1977 

Eskimo roll noun 1 11 1 ivre used I urfer to pass through a 
wave coming at"rolIing under their surfboard us, nn' 
Eskimo salad noun moss from a caribou stomach, prized as food by 
'$§&%(& Canada. m 


esky noun a port at coo r for ""I ind Irinl m ihe form of an 
insulated oblong box with a flat lid. Proprietary name; from 
'eskimo' with a '-y' suffix. A quintessential item of Austr^fian; 
suburban life Australia, 1953 

Esky noun an Eskimo *.;M 

Esky lid noun 1 mil I n used 1 urfin Used derisively 
AUSTRALIA, 1996 

Esky lidder noun i lnl _ 

esnortiar noun 

esong noun the nose. Back slang uk 2002 

esra; esrar; esar noun marijuana. A Rurkish word now in wider 
usage us. m2 

esroch noun a horse. Back slang uk ws9 

essence noun MDMA, the re itional 11 I t known as ecstasy 

'■'M 19® 

essence adjective beauty, especially when ascribed to a women uk 


Essex girl noun used as a stereotype for jokes, an Essex girl is brash, 
vulgar; trashy, sexua Iv av; 1 ab e, dee ply uninte Igent and, allegedly, 
from Essex. Derogatory. Essex girl jokes such as: 'Q: What do you 
call an Essex girl with two brain cells? A; Pregnant' have been in 
f^lrc'uiition since, the 1980s ox, 2001 

establishment noun tie 1 1.nan p er in tny society uk 1955 

esthole noun ai l human growth 

movement An appropriate play on 'asshole* us, mr 
estuffa noun heroin. I run border Spanish for 'stuff (a drug, 
especially heroinJitS.'ra&f 

ET noun in drag racing, the elapsed time of a particular quarter mile 
ipfintos. m3 t>see: e and t 

e-tard noun a person whose life has been adversely effected by 
excessive use of MDMA, us, 2001 

etch-a-sketch verb manuall .. ite both of a sex-partner's 

liipples. A similar action is required to operate an Etcfi-a*Sk@tch™, 
a children's toy ^t^ftWaclti^*yz6ifc<w4 v 2002 

etched adjective drunk uk 2002 

E Team noun in the I ers from Lake 

!BlsinQre,'.Gati&raiaas. m2 

eternal care noun tl slang, darkly 

humorous uk 2002 
ethanolic noun a drunkard us, m 

Ethiopian paradise noun in a racially segregated cinema, the 
balcony us, tsdo 

Ethymeatnoun II >man as a bject. An ibbreviation of 
'Ethiopian', a racial rathei than national label us, rasz 
E-tool noun an entrenchin I ith an extendable telescopic 
handle andtjljjdfng blade us 

e-typenouna per on vith a profi ion r re< reational interest in 
Sectronlcs uk 20$ 

Euan Blair; Euan noun Lei e 1 quar Rl n ng slang, recalling 
an incident in Ju v 2000 when Arne Minister Blair's 16-year-old 
son Euan was found 'drunk and incapable' in Leicester Square uk 

euaned adjective 1 Irunk. Pronoun I 11 md From 6th July 
2000: Prime Minister Blair's 16-year-old son was arrested for being 
and incapable' uk as? 
euchre verb t^lifn or destroy us, m3 
eucy; eucy oil noun eucalyptus oil Australia, 1977 
euphoria noun Line and 

MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy uk 2003 
Europe noun ► go Europe to vomit mmjDA, ms 
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Eurotrash noun cl ", igner li ingin he U faki Theodora- 
copulos popularised the term in society columns written for Vtinity 
Fair and the Spectator us, ras/ 

evanoun a pill marked with t on one side and A on the obverse, 
sold as MDMA, the recreationa drug best known as ecstasy, 
actually containing® mixture of MDMA and amphetamine *, atf- 
evac noun an evacuation us, 1954 
evac verb to evacuate us, 1944 
Evenc 


Evening News noun 1 1 11 | ially a love-bite. Rhyming slang, 

formed from the title of a London evening newspaper that ceased 

even shake; fair shake; good shake noun a fair SpjSis; 
even steven; even Stephen; even stevens; even Stephens 

adjective even, equal 'Steven I 1 Inn but the rhyme us, tm 
everafters noun consequences uK mr 

everclear noun cocairfe* 2 002 

ever hear more!; ever see more! used as anyatitt9Sgi©J 
surprise trinidad and tobaeo, at® 

everlastin joob-joob noun a fool an'd on, a contemptible person. 
Glasgow rhyming slang for tube, formed on an improbable- 
sounding sweet uk Scotland, ms 
ever-loving adjective used as an intphsifi’er Us, 1919 
ever such adjective a great or fine example uk, isos 

Everton toffee; everton noun coffee. Rhyming slang UK iss7 
every crab from the bush evefpp&akM/w islands, ms 
every home should have one a catchphrase generally applied to 
common objects, babies and non-material things. Thought to 
have-been an advertising slogan tn Jtie192Qs uk 1974 
every man and his dog -iver yor.e ausirat m 1979 
every man jack noun absolutely everyone uk, ms 
Every Minute Sucks noun 11 1 1 hi 1 1 1 I ' li 1 
unit. New York police slang; back-formation from ihe initials EMS 

everything-but girl noun a woman who will engage in any and all 
sexual activity short ol intercourse us, 2002 

everything in the garden's lovely! a catchphrase used to 
exclaim: all Is well, all goes well UK 1910 
everything is everything used for conveying that all is well when 
asked how things are going us tm 
everything’s drawing you! Nautical 

origins, suggesting that cl sails .in..- sel and there is a following 
breeze us, 19a 

everything that opens and shuts noun everything possible 
AUSTRALIA, 7986 

every which way adverb in every manner or isM 

every which way but in eve7 manner or direction except the 
correct one. A specific refinement of every which way uk , 00 / 
eve teasing noun an act of a male outraging the modesty of a 
female in a public place by indecent speech or actual and 
unwanted physical contact india, 1979 
evil noun 1 a look of contempt or strong dislike uk 2005. 2 a man with 
® body piercing through his penis. New Zealand prison, slang A/av 

ZEALAND, 2000 

evil adjective i i 2 excellent uk, 

1999. 3 in computing, not designed for the speaker's purpose us 


Ev'o'lene, the Nevada Queen nc 


s, the numijer eleven 


ex noun i a former i use he prefix 'e like those so- 
named, stands alone us. 1929.2 exercise, games uk 1947. 3 in target 
,'■Snooting, a bullseye from the Option, pefteps, that 'X mijpffil 
spot' us, 1957. 4 a car's accelerator trinidadand tobaco, 1971 
ex!; exie! used fi 1 11 ithusiasti ppr 1 Contractions of 

excellent! used by Glasgow schoolchildren uk gSM§flii isse 
exacta noun in horse racing, a bet on first and second place os, 1991 
exacto! exactly. Mock Spanish, us 1.991 
exacts noun 1111 in 11 11 I 1 lined facts about a person, 

gathered by an investigator us 1997 
excellent adjective in 1 1 imazin nventi nal English turned 

,yiang by the young. Stress is on the first syllable,which ffeljaw ‘ 
.'Something close to a glottal stop; the T is lazy us, 1982 
excellent! 

excellent behaviour! used for registering approval uk 2000 
excess leggage noun a more than usual display of a person's legs 

Exchange & Mart noun a prostitute. Rhyming slang for tart; 
formed from the title of a weekly publication (published every 
Thursday since 1868) devoted to adveftiserhents from people 
wishing to or barter the widest range of goods criseftfcitfe 

excitement noun ral interi 11 the peni eland,1997 

ex-con noun an m 1 1 1 rmer prison -I recorded in the UK 

excruciate verb to aggr 1 to irrita 1 m er 
excuse me? regarding a statement just made, used as an 
expression of disbelief; either of the content of the statement or of 
the fact the' statement has been made at all uk 

excuse-me; 'scuse-me; bo-excuse-me; ooscuse-me noun an edu¬ 
cated, middle-class person, township slang; contemptuous south 

excuuuuuse me! used r r hi norou idmi 1 n of error. Made 
Wildly popular by comedian Steve Martin during frequent 
appearances on NBC’s Saturday Night Live in the 1 1980s 

Repeated with refei®ntilfiumourus y»- 
exec noun 1 a corporate executive uk i89t. 2 an executive military 
officer us. ms 

executive services noun exual inter 11 1 ii t met from 

masturbation, y#ien advertised as ,a service offered by a prostitute 

exercise verb ► exercise the ferret (from a male perspective) to 

have sex Australia. 1971. ► exercise the one-eyed trouser 
snake (of a male) to- urinate. Based on one-eyed trouser snake 
(the penis) uk 2000 

exes noun lei rs 'ex's', 'exs' 

and 'x's' uk isca. 2 six; in betting, odds of 6-1. Backslang. Also 
variant fexis' UK 

exes and a half noun 

exes is 6-1, here thelMiion of 'a hatf rncreasffi-'l^r^ddsito 
614-1 or 13-2 UK iWj 

exes to fere noun in betting, odds of 6-4. A combination of exes 
(six) wfth a chnuptipn of Tour' «c wz 
exes to rouf noun in betting, od< 6-4 A combination of exes 
px) and rouf (four) uk 1991 

exfil noun exfi/tration (the act 0' withdrawing troops or spies from a 
dangerous position). Military * 199s 
ex-govie adjective in the Australian Captial Territory, descriptive of a 
dwelling, formerly owned by .1 government department but now 
privately owned Australia, 1 9ss 

exiticity noun MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy 


ro noun the e\ 


ning Australia 13: 
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exo adjective exCeWerit AUSTRALIA, 1990 

expat noun an expatriate, a person from Hie UK living overseas us, 

expect verb ► expect a flood to wear trousers Wt#f&/lpo short 
TRINIDAD ANDTOBAGO, 1993 

expedite verb ► expedite into eternity to die us, 1994 
expendable adjective I 1 1 I r wh e loss is antici¬ 

pated and considered acceptable as the price of success. A military 
and pofflfcaj term borrowed from.aotounting UK im 
expensive care unit noun a hospital's intensive care unit us, re89 
expensive scare noun in hospital, intensive care Medical slang uk. 

experience noun mescaline uk, 197s 

explorers' club noun a group of LSD users. Another 'LSD-as-travel' 
metaphor us, 1967 

expressions noun pfe®iify mRBADOs. ree 
exsqueeze me! excuse me!||Jj§S| 

extra noun 1 in the coded language of the massage parlour, sex us, 
1996. 2 in the language surrounding the Grateful Dead, an extra 
ticket for that day's cohe@rt{4. fcw 

extra adjective 

extra adverb very new Zealand, 2002 

extract verb ► extract the michael to make fun of someone; to 
pull-sorn@drrt'$ leg, to jeer, to deride. A humorous - vatiatidnof 
we the micky, probably on the mode of the synonymous extract 
the urine uk, 1984. ► extract the urine to make fun of someone; 
Js pull someone's leg; to jeer, to deride. A 'humorous' 
euphemistic variation of take the piss uk. 19m 
extra-curricular activities noun ,Muller.;.is sexual play, especially 
sexual intercourse uk, raw 

eye noun 1 desire, an appetite us, 1934. 2 a person who is not a part of 
the criminal underwor d but who repoits what he sees to those 
who are us, raw. 3 ,1 private detective us, 1930. 4 a hand-held mirror 
used byiacgfisoner to see what is happening down their cglfofct' 
us 1992. san automatic timing light on a drag racing track us, razo. 

6 a railway t - 7 ► I will in my 

eye used for registering refusal Ireland, i 99s. ► my eye!; all my 
eye!; my eye and Betty Martin! .bee 0 registering disbelief 
uk, m2. ► the Eye 1 2 US Federal 

Bureau of Investigation. Frarir 'FBI' to 'eye' us, mz 
eyeball noun 1 a meeting between two shortwave radio operators 
who have only known each other over lire radio us ra 75. 2 avisual 
observation us 1951. 3 the identification of a criminal by a witness 
to the crime us 1992. 4 a favoured child or pet trinidad and tobago, 
1986. s a truck or car headlight US, razz 
eyeball verb 1 1 e tare, to identify in a p lice line-up us, ran. 

2 to stare aggressively. After eyeball to eyeball (descriptive of an 
aggressive confrontation) us 1996 

eyeball palace noun 1.1 il >ar here there is a lot of 

looking and not much touching us raw 
eyeball queen noun a male homosexual who looks but does not 
touch US, 1964 

eyeballs noun ► to the eyeballs in lire maximum of capacity, 
absolutely full, totally us 1933 

eyeballs, come back here! 1 xpi ;sing 

approval of a passing girl us ress 

eyeball-to-eyeball adjective on the verge of a hostile confrontation. 

A variation of conventional 'face-to-face' us, 1953 

eyeball-to-eyeball adverb in rntation us 1953 

eyeball van noui 


eye black noun mascara uk , 1952 
eye bleeder noun powerful, green marijuana us, 1997 
eye candy noun an extremel ttracti per 1, re irdless of their 
character or intellect, regardless ot their sex, regardless of their sex¬ 
ual ftbentatlsinis, im 

eye doctor noun the active participant in anal sex. From eye (the 

aniu|} ; g|.ii§«, 

eye! eye!; eye-eye! I >1 'id Iso used a 1 1 mug that a prisoner 

is under surveillance; 01 as an injunction to be vigilant us mo 
eye fiddle noun an ugly person I rom the Irish aghaidh fidil (a face- 
mask madeifiejn) coloured paper) Ireland, 2000 
eye-fuck verb to I I intentions us rare 

eyeful noun a good look at something uk 1899 
eye-game verb t wo tobago, 2003 

eyeglasses noun 11 - I 1 1 1 mi 1 1 hestra conductor to the 

musicians that a pai 1 iculai y difficult passage is coming up us 1973 
eye in the sky noun 1 surveillance tation r cameras in casinos 
concealed above two-way mirrors on the ceiling us mi. 2 a police 
.fteBcaptef'ESi im 

eye job noun cosmetic surgery around the eyes us 1996 
eyelash noun |p4tjtclzUrination. Rhyming fang for slash 
(utftetf&filltK, 2000 

eye-opener noun 1 n the morning us, 

iso. 2 a drug addir; s first injection of die day us, 1 959. 3 any drug 
that acts as a central nervous system stimulant Bahamas rasa. 4 the 
active participant in anal sex us 1949 

eyes noun ► keep your eyes peeled; keep your eyes skinned 

to be extra-observant 'Keep your eyes skinned predated 'peeled' 
by 20 years us 1833. ► the eyes in craps, a roll of two. An abbrevi- 

eye's front noun 1 1 npti 1 I. Rhymin lang for cunt, 

formed from the military command 'Eyes front!’ uk 1974 

eyes like cod's bollocks noun prbtuteaht eyes uk mi 
eyes like piss-holes in the snow noun deeply sunken or squinting 
eyes (whether naturally, or as a result of illness, or - most 
commonly - as a symptorfic!a hangover) uk, im 
eyes of blue adjective true. Rhyming slang uk 1992 
Eyetalian noun an Italian or, an Italian-American Australia, 1900 
Eyetalian adjective inundation ljk 

Eyetie noun 1 m li 11111 r Italian-Amer 11 11 nally army use in 

World War 1 us, rare. 2 rhe Italian language. Derogatory, if not 
i nte ntionajly so WC’" 

Eyetie adjective Italian 

Eyetoe noun 1 an I 2 the Italian language 

AUSTRALIA, 195)7 

eye trouble noun 1 a tendency to stare. Prison usage new Zealand 

1999. 2 extreme fatigue ts 1971 

eye up verb to I I 11 I 111 1 ne ne er specially to 

appraise someone as sexually desirable us, resz 
eyewash noun 1 nonsense ljk bub. 2 intentionally deceptive words or 
ac^ffjjus 191 3 tear gas us, 1992? 
ey up; ey-up used as a greeting; used as a means of directing 
attention to something A northern English dialect phrase in wide 

E-Z adjective easy. Phonetic American spelling us 1996 
e-zinenounal Mil I 1 1 lished magazine made available 
over the Internet. A combination of 'e-' (a prefix, denoting gjgfe 
tr6nic)and zine (a fanzine, a magazine for and by fWS'SS ms 






Ff 


Fnouni oral sex An abbreviation of french used in personal 
advertising us. m7. 2 in poker, the sixth player to the left of the 
dealer us, m 

F adjective in the written shorthand of the Internet and texting, in a 
hornoses^t context, feminine. Short for femme uk, 2004 

F 1> see: EFF 

F 2 F face-to-face, In Internet or texting shorthand uk 19% 

F- 40 ; Lilly F- 40 ; forty noun n orar 11 I 100 mg capsule of 

secobarbital sodium (trade name Secona ™), a central nervous 
system depressant us. ntt 

fab adjective very good, excellent; used for registering general 
approval or agreement. A shortening of fabulous (very good, etc.); 
hugely popular usage in the 1960s, in part thanks to The Beatles. 
Subsequently in and out of vogue, surviving between times as 
irony. The cult science fiction television programme Thunderbirds 
(1964-66) used 'F. A. B,' as an acknowledgement but otherwise 
meaningless catchphrase; the 1999 UK.re-run coincided Wifh-a 
vogue revival 

fabbO adjective f AUSTRALIA, 2003 

fabe adjective ver I lent. An al ted elah ration of fab uk 


faced adjective i drunk iis, i 2 under ihe influence of MDMA, the 
recreational drug best known as ecstasy us, 1998. 3 embarrassed, 

" 'teimiliated. Youth slang tm 

face-fart verb to 6^ >. tm 

face-fucking noun oral sex, from an active perspective us >996 

face fungus noun whiskers, men's facial hair uk 1907 

face job noun cosmetic surgery designed to alter your appearance 

face lace noun whiskers us. 1927 

facelift noun in fturning back 

the miles on the rnileometer (odometer) us 1997 

face like a bag of arses noun 1 1 in far - iriation of face like 
A BAG OF SPANNERS UK 2003 

face like a bag of spanners noun i iar< ind rougl lace, mostly 
used when describing a woman Recorded a 1 ' used by a man 
descri bing his mother-in-law uk jsfet 
face like a bulldog noun hi u i n > I ipplied to a girl or 
woman. Embellishments abound, such as 'face like a bulldog 
SibWjjfig a wasp' or 'face lik© a bulldog licking piss Off-a nettle’ uk. 


fabel adjective . a - "I I 1 a ' I -i i laboration of fab uk 

faboo adjective fubu$m)$.:US, 1999 
fabric noun clothing in general US rter- 

fabulicious adjective good and good tasting. Usually used to describe 
a sexually appealing man us. 1997 
fabulous adjective used as a clicked term of praise os, 1997 


face like a dyin' calf noun a morose, sorrowful look Canada, rass 

face like a leper licking piss off a thistle noun an ugly face, 
most y applied to a girl 01 woman ijk 2003 

face like a slapped arse noun a very miserable-looking 
countenance uk 1999 

face-off noun an ejaculation of semen onto a lover's face US, 2003 

face-plant noun a f -first fall Into 

the snow US tm 


face noun 1 mateiip 2 pride 1 1 1 1 nfidence repu¬ 

tation, standing uk k < . 3 a known criminal us, 1944. 4 in racecourse 
gambling, a bettor who :s believed to'have - useful tnfefnaton; 
regarding the likely outcome of a race A bookmakers' usage uk 
20m. 5 a leading member of the Mod youth fashion movement uk, 
1964. 6 In professional wrestling, a wrest ei who is designed by the 
promoters to be seent. by the audience as the hero. Short for 
babyface us, t99o. 7 a professional pool player who is well known 
and recognised, making it impossible for him to make 
belling with unsuspecting amateurs us. 1990. 8a stranger; any 
person us. am. 9 used as a term ol address uk mi. 10 oral sex us, 
nos. 11 in betting, odds of 5-2. From Ihe tick-tack signal used by 
12 ► between the 

face and eyes - ill In 1 hitsus, 1975. 

► feed your face; stuff your face to eat, especially to ,e@t. 

In n til r in an ill-mannered ►in your face 

adversarial, confrontational us n/o. ► off your face drunk or 
drug-intoxicated. Variation of off your head uk 2001. ► your face 
(and) my arse 1 request, 

'Have you got a match?' uk 1984 

face verb to humiliate us. cm. ► face the breeze in horse racing, 
to be in thaposition immediately bsfiTnd and outside the leader 

face! used as the stinging finale to a de iberate insult. Youth slang 

face-ache noun 11-1 generall 1 lisparaging form of address. 

Harsher when used behind sarnfftfif's back uk mr 
face as long as a wet Sunday noun used for diapJbirigyan 
expression of depression or sadness Canada, 1984 
face bubble noun in motorcyling, a plastic shield attached to the 
helmet to cbvef-the fees us 1973 


faces and spaces noun joint consideration of equipment and 
personnel field and adfpfislfl positions Military usage us. 

face-shot noun an air-to-air guided missile us. 1991 
face time noun time spent in a meeting or conversation with an 
important or influential person, time spent on television us mi 
face train noun serial oral sex, from the point of view of the 

provider tSfaw 

facety adjective rude; arrogant Jamaica, 1943 
face-up massage noun an erotic massage Canada, 2002 
face-welly noun nbined with 

'welly'(a protective rubber boot) Roya An Force use uk 2002 
facey adjective i i i i iminal qualiti m face (a kn n 
criminal)!® 2000 
fachiva noun heroin uk 2003 

facial nouni ejaculation onto a person's face. Depictions of the act 
in pornographic films and photographs promise great pleasure to 
the recipient us. 1993. 2 in rugby, an aggressive rubbing of the face 
Of a tackled opponent myvZ ealand, ms 
facking adjective used as an intensifier. A variant spelling of 'fucking' 
.based on LahfeWfi Cockney pronunciation u%mi 
factoid noun a fact, especially when superfluously or gratuitously 
given uk 2003 

factor noun in horse racing, a horse who is contending for the lead 

factory noun 1 a police station uk an. 2 ihe equipment needed to 
inject drugs us 1971. ► the factory the theatre. Jocular usage by 
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factory driver | fair go? 


factory driver noun in motor illy representing 

a car manufacturer os, raso 

fac-U nickname lurin he i i ii ill i iid air controller 
ttBijKtig.ifacility in Phan Rhang, Bte fAC from 'forward air 
ccmtftler', the U from 'university', and the combination fsjm a 
sense of mischief,® im 

fade noun i a departure us, m2. 2 a black person who tries to lose 1 
his identity as a btack.fiafion and to assume an identity more 
pleasing to the dominant white society us, mo. 3 a white person 
us, 1972. 4a haircut style in which the sides of the head are closely 
6® and theilj|;pf the head is not Also heard as a 'fadi.e' us, ms 
fade verb 1 to le 2 to waste time us, 

ms. 3 to match the bet of another gambler; to bet against 
another gambler's success us. mi. 4 to buy part of something us 
2004. s to deal \ ► fade a beef to cause a 

complaint 0.r•criminal charge to be removed'® im 
fadeaway noun m h" dding id- gn feature that blends the 
front fender back into the car body us. 1954 
fade away verb to become quiet us, W7 
faded adjective i drunk us 1998. 2 drug-intoxicated us, 1998 
fade-out noun a disappearance us, ms 
faff about; faff around verb to mess about to waste time on 
matters of no importance. An apparent euphemism for fuck but 
originally British dialect fdffle with the same sense uk im 
fag noun 1 a male homosexual Shortened from 'faggot' us 1921. 2 a 
cigarette, a cigarette butt uk 1 m. 3 a despicable, unlikeable person. 
No allegation of homosexuality is inherent in this usage us, 1982 
>see: FAG PACKET 

fag around verb I 1 impti I 1 1 1 1 nale friends) to joke 

around or engage in horseplay us 1997 
fag-bag verb to rob a homosexual man us 1977 
fag-bait noun 1 effemir 1 ; bo 01 , ung 1 inn us, 1974 
fag bangle noun a heterosex¬ 

ual woman. Derives from the purely decorative effect of the 
rtfatiohshipu/c 2002 

fag factory noun 1 Formed on 

fag (a homosexual) us 1 m i. 2 a prison, especially one with a large 
homoseffual population m m2 
fagged out; fagged adjective exhausted uk tMs 
fagging noun course os, 1996 

faggish adjective effer .. ilatantl homosexual us, rass 

faggot noun a mala homosfex«a| ms 

Faggot Flats nickname a neighl 1 ih n h -ii eles south of the 
Sunset Strip;a»d north of Santa Monica Boulevard us, 19m 
faggot road noun a road topped with sapling bundles Canada, 1956 
faggotry noun male homosexuality; male homosexual practices us 

faggot's lunch box noun a jock strap; an athletic support us. raw 
faggot's moll noun nd enjoys the 

company of homosexual men us, m 9 
faggoty; faggotty adjective dijvibusiy homosexual us, 1927 

foggy adjective A \ HIM I I il i il I 'll 111 PS, 1949 

faghagnouni i Mi i igarel mi i feen lang,formed on fag 

(a cigarette). Noted by a Toronto newspaper in 1946, and reported 
as 'obsolescent or obsolete' in 1959. This sense of the term is long; 
forgotten in the US but not fhe UK us, 1944. 2 a woman who seeks 
and enjoys the company of male homosexuals. Formed on fag (a 
homosexual). At times now used witMertsioft, at times-with 

tfRCtfoftWS 1965 

fag-hater noun a person with a pathological dislike for homosexuals 

Fagin nouni 1 leader I 1 - 1 h haracter < reated by 

Charles Dickens in Oliver Twist, 1837 os, 1976. 2 in pool, a person 
who backs a player financially in his betsws 1990 
fag loop noun a loop orfflt back of a man's shirt us. 2001 


fag mag noun 1 mag zi 1 1 1 1 1 I 1.id. A compound 

of fag (a homosexual) and mag (a magazine) uk 2003 
fag moll noun 1 1 11 1 ho -| ompan th homosexual men 

fagola noun a homosexuales, isei 
fag out verb tagp-to bed US 1968 
fag packet; fag noun a jacks! 'Rhyming slang uk 1992 
fag roller noun 9 homosexual victims us, 1962 

fag show noun in the circus or carnival, a performance by female 
impersonators us. raso 

fagtagnounal j n the bad 1 man's shirt us, raso 
failure to float noun drowning or near drowning us, 1994 
failure to fly 11 1 plied failed suicid ledical slang uk 2002 

fainitsl; fain II; fains!; fain it!; faynightsl; fainites! usedtCiiSf 
a playground truce Schoolchildren's use, probably from conven¬ 
tional 'feign' (to prefer#'tfl-shirk 'to evade'; often used, in 
conjunction with afingers-crossed gesture, the middle finger 
twisted over and around the forefinger, in the traditional sign of 
■fre cross, hence the call for truce may actually he a plea for 
sanctuary derived from conventional 'ffen', corrupted from French 
fend (to forbid); hctealso 'forfend' (to protect) as in the phrase 
iHeaven forfend' pc 

fainting fits; faintings noun ming slang uk, 

faints noun in the lleg I production fal I "I I -proof distil late us. 


fair adjective 1 

2 absolute; total Australia, i960 

fairbank verb victim win at 

first, increasing his confidence before cheating him us, mi 
fair bollix noun a fair deal, a just proportion. Variation of fair do's 
IRELAND. 2000 

fair buck noun im I i i leal fai treatment n Zealand, ms 
fair coin noun an nn ng person r cir< un i mce Australia, 1904 
fair crack of the whip noun fair treatment equal opportunity. To 
give someone a dan crack of the whip' is to deal fairly with that 
pefS/bn AUSTRALIA, 1929 

fair crack of the whip! be fair! AUSfmm, 1924 

fair dinks adverb honestly AUStmUA, 1983 

fair dinkum adjective 1 1 ■ n 1. 

SHfeft as honesty, directness, guts, sense of humour and the like 
.Australia 1937. 2 real; actua Australia 1937. 3 serious; in earnest 
Australia, 1934. 4 lair, honesl, equitable Australia, 1947. strue; 
genuine Australia, rare 

fair dinkum adverbi hone 1 1 I eri 11 I in ill truth. First 

recorded in 1881 from the dialect of north Lincolnshire as an 
exclamation equivalent to 'fair play! 1 , in which usage it had a brief 
life in Australia from 1890 to 1924 Australian National Dictionary) 
Australia, 1894. 2 totally; properly; well and truly Australia, rais. 

3 fai rly Australia, 1947 

fair do's; fair dues noun 1 m n< 11 tr tm it A plural of'do'as 
action (deeds), sometimes confused with 'rices’ (requirements) 
without substantially altering the sense uk tsss 
fair enough noun 1 homosexual. Rhymin lang for puff (a homo¬ 
sexual); probably coined as an elaboration of fairy (a homosexual) 
H 1992 

fair enough! used for expressing agreement uk im 
fair fight; fair one noun 1 fight bet en membei of uval gangs in 
which weapons or at least lethal weapons are forbidden us. 1950 
fair fucks noun credit, merit Ireland, ra® 

fair go noun an r or reasonable 

Opportun ity AUSTRALIA, 1904 

fair go! 1 be fair! Australia ms. 2 this is true! new Zealand, 1976 
fair go? indeed? newzealand, mi 





fair go, spinner! | famine 
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fair go, spinner! i I as a cal 

signifying that the coins are to be tossed Australia, ms 
fairies noun ► away with the fairies day-dreaming, possibly drug- 
intoxicated; mentally deranged; out of this world Ireland, 19% 
fair play! used ft t - | lg appr iation. Pr< II, from the Welsh 
chwarae teg, used as an expression of approval by English-speaking 
Welsh uk. mi 

fair shake noun >see: even shake 

fair suck of the pineapple! used for registering surprise-tir ' 

I 'ill - III ' II ill ill 1 I RIP CRACK OF THE Wl IIP 

AUSTRALIA, 1971 

fair suck of the sauce bottle! be im 


and tobago, i99i. ► fall off the roof to start the bleed period of 
the menstrual cycle us m , ► fall on the grenade n a social 
situatioirfy to pay attention to the less attractive of a pair of friends 
in the hope that your friend wilfftsVe success with the more 
attractive member of the pair us, m& 
fall about verb to laugh immoderately uk m7 
Fallbrook redhair noun 
Fallbrook, California usumt 
fall by verb to yKl.us, isss 
fall down rerfrto fail at something US, im 
fallenatnite noun used as a mock scientific name for a stone 
CANADA, 1989 


fair suck of the sauce stick noun fair treatment, equal opportunity 

Au$Tkiu\. f»*t- 

fair to middling adjective average, especially in reply to an inquiry 
about your health or situation uk, im 
fairy noun 1 a male homosexual us. mi:.. 2 an avionics tradesman in 
■''|le Royal Air ¥ 0 §e 0 %wz 

fairy dust noun phen lint th recre ti nal 1 rug known as PCP 
or angel dust us. 1993 

fairy hawknoun crimir il h pr on horn exuals us t9ss 
fairyland noun 1 ny roadside par named be m e of the belief 
that homosexuals congregale at roadside parks in search of sexual 
partners us, 1971. 2 a coloui ight multiple aspect gantry (a railway 
signal) Ok 

fairy loop noun a cloth loop on the back of a man's shirt US, 1970 

fairy powder noun any powdered drug us, 1992 

fairy story; fairy noun a T n 

Rhyming slang uk 199.2 
fairy wand noun a cigarette holder us 1x3 
fake noun 1 in a magic act, a piece of equipment that has been 
altered for use in a trick us, mi. 2 a swindler; a confidence man uk, 
1884 . 3 a medicine dropper used by an intravenous drug user to 
Inject the drug Ai times embe lished as 'fakus' us, 1973. 4 an 
erection uk 2002 

fake verb 1 to deceive uk isso. 2 to falsify lor ihe purposes of 
deception uk issi. 3 10 make, to do u- 2a • 4 to hit. Polari uk 1933. 

5 to play music by ear os no, ► fake it usually of a woman, to 
pretend to experience an orgasm during sexual intercourse us, 1959. 
► fake it till you make it 1 1 elve- p recovery programmes 
Such as Alcoholics Anonymous, used as a slogan to encourage 
recovering addicts to modify their behaviour irflAeitatebf, With 
%ieir emotional recovery to follow us, im 

fake adjective 

artificially constructed article, e g 'fake hair' for a wig uk 2002 
fake bake noun a suntan acquired in an indoor tanning booth us. 


fake book noun a boot of < I il II ..ins who improvise 

-.wntba basic chords users® 

fakement noun 1 y or makeup. 

Extends an earlier theatrical sense as 'face-paint' uk, 2002. 2 a thing; 
used of ■sorftething the name of which escapes you m 2002 
fake out verbta bluff to dupe us, 1949 

fake riah; fashioned riah noun 1 1 - 1 il in il ion of fake or 

'fashioned' (made/artificial) and riah (the hair) uk 2002 
fakes noun breast irmplahiprcs, 19S7 

fakie noun 1 In f t-propelled 1 11 1 tra llin backwards 

manoeuvre, usually performed with only the fear wheel in contact 
with the ground uk 2000. 2 in skateboarding, a travel I ing-backwards 
manoeuvre uk im 

fall noun an arresl and/or conviction In the US often formed as 'take 
a fall', in the UK 'get afall' us. m3 
fall verb 1 to be arrested us, 1873. 2 of police and shop detectives, to 
arrive Australia, 1975. 3 10 come; 10 go us, 1943. 4 lo become 
pregnanl uk uu. ► fall into the bottle lo become a drunkard 
us, 1990. ► fall off a mango tree to be extremely naive trinidad 


fallen off the back of a lorry; fell off a lorry; off the back of 
a lorry adjective 11" 1 1 n r in 1 n 1 “hide) A pretence 
at discretion which advertises a conspiratoria acknowledgment of 
an artide'sjllrgQtten provenance; well known latter half of 
C20 UK 1977 

fall for verb 1 to be greatly attracted by someone or something, to 
fall; fpr 'Itove with someone; in a-less positive, sense, to be taken in 
by someone or something us. 1903. 2 to become pregnant UK ms 
fall guy noun a person who is set up to be blamed for a crime. 

From fall (an arrest/a conviction) us. 1904 
fall in verb 1 to join; to stay us. 1952. 2 in horse racing, to barely hold 
off challengers ahd wt a me AUSTwiiA, 19m 
fall into verb lo acquire by chance or without effort us, ms 
fall money noun nor pi 1 in r rve 1 1 riminal for use if 

arrested us m3 

fall on verb to become pregnant uk ms 
fall out verb 1 to be overcome with emotion us. ms. 2 lo lose 
consciousness due to a drug bvertfose,ts m [ ~ 
fall partner noun a confederate with whom you have been arrested 

falls noun ► over the falls said of a sober carried over the 
breaking edge of a wave us, im 

fall scratch noun money set aside to cover expenses incurred in the 

fall togs noun nser itive.tr I nil dm >1 n by a seasoned 
criminaispft trial to improve his chances with the jury or judge us, 

fall up verb togotecsiS 1 J 952 

false! used for expressing doubt about the truth of the matter just 

asserted-ts im 

false alarm noun the amt. Rhyming slang, always used in 
’ iftrmtQ'avoid cofifewwith falses’ and falsies (breast 
enhancements) uk 

falsie basket noun s to project the 

imagtofa large penis us m 

falsies noun j I 11 1 randi the pparent ize of a girl or 
woman’s breasts us, 1943 

falsitude noun a ItefesttE 

falsy noun 2003 

fam noun 1 the li hi Ei li I | use 2 a family. Also 

recorded in the US AUSTRALIA, im 

family noun aigtptip of prostitutes and their jpitnpus im ► in the 
family way pregnant uk 179s 
family adjective homosexual US, 19m 
family jewels noun the male genitals us.sa 
family pot noun te players are 

sli I betting al the end of die hand us. mo 
family reunion noun in trucking 1 neeting < - /eial drivers for 

one company at a truck stop us, mi 
family-style adjective luring plant) stored 

together us, ms 

famine noun j i nl I I t 1 t ■ Inn 
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famous dimes | fanny pelmet 


famous dimes noun crack cocaine us. 1994 

Famous Fourth nickname (he I ourth Army Division, US Army us, 1991 
famous last words an of doubt 

regarding the £eft@iMy of whatever has just been premised uk rers 
fan noun 1 the preliminary touching of a targeted victim by a 
pickpocket us ms. 2 crack cocaine us 1993 
fan verb to beat; to spank uk dss 
fanac noun an activity for a serious fan us rezs 
fananny whacker noun a person who cheats at marbles by 
encroaching over the shooting line Australia , 1977 
fananny whacking noun cheating at marbles by edging your hand 
over the shooting Wne Australia, ms 
fan belt inspector noun an agent of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigations A back formation from Hie initials FBI us. 1971 
fancom noun a convention put on by fans us re 76 
fancy noun a man's dress shirt with a coloured pattern us re86 
fancy rent; it 2 desire 

sexually; to find sexually attractive. I rom the more general sense, 
'to desire'; the sexual shadings were evident by Shakespeare's 
time. It slipped into current usage towards the end of C19 UK, (635. 
► fancy the muff off; fancy the tits off; fancy the pants 
off to find a woman extreme ly desir; ble ntensification of fancy 
( to desire) by specifiying muff (the vagin;), urn's) (the female 
breasts) or pant (ur ler ear) ► fancy your chances; 

fancy your chance will 

suffice to achieve success uk re62. ► fancy yourself to have too 
high an opinion of yourself (probably) Shortened from the con¬ 
ventional 'ftfteycyourselfas' or 'fancy yousomething'uK 
1866 

fancy!; fancy that! used as an exclamation of surprise. Often as an 
imperative; however, when spoken disinterestedly, it may be used 
t© quench ahbtfler's excitement uk. ibis 
fancy boy noun in poker, a draw in the hope of completing a hand 
that is extremely unlikely us. m7 
fancy Dan noun an elegant, {gi|tes@i||f^^BS,, ;sw? 
fancy-Dan adjective pretentious us, ms 

fancy man noun 1 man h 1 - iff h e rning )f a prostitute or 
several prostitutes; a male lover uk wn 

fancy pants now elf-important 

Fancy Pants nickname Anthony Joseph 'A.J' Hoyt (b.1935), a stock 
car racing driver who dominated the sport in Hie US during the 
1950s and 60s. Derived from Hoyt's fastidious dressing habits, 
alluding to a Bob Hope film of the eraws iw 
fancy woman noun r kept mist femal lover Often used of a 
man c, woman nerd ;o disap wove 01 an di a led dimioraldv 0 

fandabidozi! medy double- 

act The Krankies; ft has-some (mainly ironte)-currency. Seen, in 
,2004, a|,@e slogan on a teteshirt and the message on a greetings 

'00W, 1978 

fan dancer noun 1 sexual dar r or ripf 1 performer who 
employs a large fan in her dance. Most famously exemplified &= 
Sally Rand (real name Harriet Helen 'Hazel' Gould Beck), Stshp; 
popularised thestyle at'fte 1933 Chicago Century of Progress 
World ft.itas, 193e 

fandangee adject/re overdre I r other ise 1 uming an air of 
superiority trinidad and tobago, 2003 
faned noun the editor of a single-interest fan magazine us, m2 
fanfic noun furthe rie ind Iventur fo cartels in familiar 
television programmes and firms written for pleasure by fans of 
the original especially widespread on the Internet From 'fijn 

J&tlW^US 1998 

fan fuck noun a Ile ro ual | mographii filn in which male fans 
of the female pornography star are selected to havS sex with her 
- US 2000 


fang noun 1 2 3 a drive 

taken afjfgh speed. From fang (to drive fast)A ustralia, isfo 
fang verb 1 to drive fast. Said to be from Juan Fangio, 1911 -95, 
Argentine racing car driver, but since the 'g' in Fangio is 
pronounced as a j some question isitftrown over this origin 

AUSTRALIA. 19 69. 2 tO yell furiously US, 1962 
fang down vert to eat Australia, im 
fang man noun a man wh i t heart eater tralia, 1982 
fangs noun n is' us, ms. ► put 

the fangs in to ask lor a loan of money Australia, rare 
fan key noun the < immand kc in a lacint h omputer. From 
the symbol on the key, which can he seen to resemble the blades 
of a fan us, mr 

fanner noun 1 a pickpocket. Likely a variant of finger us mo. 2 a fan 

fanners in a child gam pr.1 1 to m off another child's 

claim to half of something. The game, under the name 'halfies' or 
'halvers', is listed in the Oxford English Dictionary as 'very old' 

CANADA. 1987 

fanny noun 1 the vagina. A popular emal nami possibly combined 
with the vulvic symbo ism of a far -light (a oosely triangular 
opening). It is worth nttifig that John Cleland ‘tfhh Memoirs 0f 
Fanny Hill features a sexually active heroine; however its publi¬ 
cation in 17# isabflutajhundred years before 'fanny' came to be 
used in this sense us 1879. 2 a woman objectified sexually. From 
the previous sense uk 1997. 3 the buttocks us, rare. 4 a story, lies uk 
IS33 

fanny vert to tall glib espe II 1 tall until t crowd has gathered. 

Recorded in use among market traders us, 1 949 
fanny about; fanny around verb to waste time, to idle uk 197 1 
Fanny Adams; sweet Fanny Adams; sweet Miss Adams; 
sweet FA; FA; fanny noun 1 I in t all. Fr n the brutal and 
maniacal murder on 24th August 1867, of 8-year-old Fanny 
Adams, at Alton in Hampshire. Parts other body were found over 
several days in different parts of the rural countryside. Upset with 
the tinned mutton that they were being served, British sailors in 
1869 began to refer to the tins as containing the butchered 
contents of 'Sweet Fanny .Adams'. It evolved into a suggestion of 
'fuck', or 'nothing', and has been used in that sense in the C20 uK 

fanny batter noun vaginal secretions UK, 2002 
fannyboo noun the vagina. Childish elaboration of fanny (the 
vagina) us, tm 

Fanny Cradock; Fanny Craddock noun a haddock. Rhyming slang, 
formed from Hie name of Fanny Cradock, 1909-94, still 
remembered as isM'Mrmidatmg (now iconic) presenter of 1950s. 
and 60s television cookery programmes; the seetjfid version, as 
recorded by Ray Puxley in 1992, is a popular misspeftgrof her 

&Vk 1992 

fanny fart noun n eruption o tr pped n from the vagina, usually 
during sexual intercourse Australia, resz 
fanny farter noun a woman who can execute fanny farts Australia, 

fanny-flaps noun the vaginaLt@bla6C tom 

Fanny Hill noun pill, esp la I | ill 1 ntraceptive). Rhyming 
slang, formed from the title of John Cleland's erotic novel The 
Memoirs of Fanny Hill. 1749. Presumed to be a 1960s' coinage as 
Cleland’s.classic was controversially republished attlasame tithe 
as the contraceptive pill was being fntrodubedt//c, 1992 
Fanny Hill nickname the Los Angeles County women's jail US, mi 
fanny lips noun 1 sr minora. A 

combination of fanny (the vagina; the vulva) and the conventional 
tcanslatiefiiifTabium' uk 2002 
fanny merchant noun a glib talker UK tm 
fanny on; fanny vert to talk with the intention lo persuade or 
deceive uk 1949 

fanny pelmet noun a very short skirt UK,Ms 





fanny quack | fash mag 
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fanny quack noon i _ iae< logist. A mbinati n of fanny (the 
vagina) and quack (a dfesjbr) uk m 

fanny rag noon 

fan on verb to jjgcline .aft 

fanoogie; fenugie noon diiih i I i nam n i soldier freshly 
arrived in Vietnam A back formation from fng (fucking new guy) 


fantabulosa; fabulosa adjective wonderful. Arch plabwaitans of 
ffebateus’ uk mr 

fantabulous adjective very good. A blend of 'fantastic' and 'fabulous'. 

Contemporary UK gay usage us, rass 
fantasia noun 1 a variety of MDMA, the recreational drug best 

known as ecstasy ok ... 2 DM' (dimethyltryptamine), a powerful 

but short-lasting hallucinogen uk, 2004 
fantastic adjective excellent, almost excellent, very good, merely good 
$$; ;p? 

fantastic buy noon n poker ard drawn to n ike a strong hand in 
a heavily bet situation us, tm 

fantasy noun the r reati lal Ini oHE in no doubt, as an 
attractive marketing brand; il also stresses AHB’s relation to 

FANTASIA (H^pwaus, 1999 

fantidilysastic od/ect/Ve great. A teenage invention of the 1960s new 

ZEALAND, 1998 

fanzine noon in in i i I I | i I ma cine devoted to 
suifyj&pfcs as hobbies, music, film and politics. A combination of 
'fantasy' and 'magazine'; originally a magazine produced for 
science fiction fans but adopted by and produced by ferine#($nf 
topic imaginable us, im 

FAQ noun frequently asked questions. A real-life acquisition from the 
nternet, where FAQ fi es were created as a resource of informative 
and regularly updated information; gently punning on 'feet'. Ofte. 
screen the acronym is both singular and plural; in speech the 
plural is generally indies@ !, 6ytbeadditionof art's' us. im 
FAR noun a haul' and fast rule us. 1991 
far and near noun r. Rhymin lang glossed as C19, but 
remains a familiar term, perhaps because of its neat reversal with 

NEAR AND FAR (a bar) UK, I960 

farang noun a ft oldiers us, 1949 

farbulous adjective i i i in I 'i i ie-momentfollowers 
of fashion and the trendy clothes they wear; used disapprovingly 
of wardrobe items worn by historical' re-enactorartfaat post-date the 
intended period, A blend of far out and fabulous uk 2005 
fare noun a prostitute's client. Both heterosexual and homosexual 
usage m. rsss’ 

fark 'fuck', in all its senses I he word 'fuck' as filtered through the 
Australian accent Australia, an 

farm noun ► back to the farm laid 'off due fo lack of work us 1946 

farmer noun an 1 ► I could eat a 

farmer's arse through a hedge used asfenBgdafation of great 
hunger uK sCSHand, ass 

Farmer Giles; farmers noun ming slang for 

'piles'. Used in Australia and Hie UK uk 1955 
farmer's set noun in dominoes, the 6-4 piece us, 1954 

farmer tan noun arms us, 1996 

farm out verb to delegate to irWthehOK im 
farmyard confetti noun 1 nser - 1 I ilay on bullshit; a 
later variation of cow(yard) confetti and flemington confetti 
AUSTRAUA, 1973 

far out adjectives excellent, inr itive eat e laring. Originally a 
jazz term with .an emphasis on 'experimental', and then in general 
use with a more general meaning us 1954. 2 drug-intoxicated us raw 
farshtinkener; fushtookanah adjective stinking. From German to 
Yiddish to American slang us, raa 
farsighted adjective said of a restaurant waiter or waitress who Is 
intentionally ignoring a customei signalling for servic eus, 1995 


far south noun Antarctica Antarctica, mi 
fart noun 1 icer in 1386 

through to the present day; a 138e. 2 an unlikeable, even 
contemptible person uk mi. 3 used as a symbol of contempt uk 
1685. ► a fart in a thunderstorm something of negligible worth 
or impact uk v-m. ► a fart in a windstorm a fuss made over 
something unimportant Severa variations on, including 'fart in a 
► like a fart in a trance listless, 
distracted, indecisive uk ms. ► the farts an attack of flatulence 

fart vert to produce an anal .. fg 1 break wind uk 1250. 

► fart the Star-spangled Banner to do everything that is 
required and more An ironic claim to super-capabi ity, usually 
made In addition to a list of everytl ing ordinarily required us ms. 

► fart through silk 10 live a life of luxury and ease us. 1927 
fart about verb to waste time foolishly uk 1900 

fart along verb to dawdle uk ism 

fart around verb to waste time us;#}? 

fart arse noun a fool, a useless person. Contemptuous uk 2000 

fart-arse verb to s;>eiid time 1 iproductively to idle Australia. 1971 

fart-arse about vert to waste time er fi 1 hi An intensification 

Of FART ABOUT UK 1984 

fart blossom noun a despicable person us ms 
fartbreath noun a despicable person us 1974 
fart-catcher noun a male homosexual uk m7 
farter noun 1 a person who farls uk ism. 2 the anus Australia, 1992 
fart-face noun a despicable i$Si^fi (4 
farthead noun a despicable person us, ra62 
farthole noun a despicable person or thing us 1972 
fart hook noun 1 ; thl 1 le person u. 1973 
farting adjective I III II I III II k I Ml I ihal UK 2001 
farting spell noun i a moment, a pause uk ms. 2 a loss of temper. 
From the previous sense (a moment) via 'to have a moment' (to 
experience a short-lived change of equanimity) UK ms 
fart-knocker noun 1 1 despica person 2 an incompetent 

'blunderer. Used vslffi humour and often affection u$,‘p sz. 
fartleberries noun 1 I at morrl old; 1 rom .11 image of faecal 
remnants that cling to an, I hair Royal Navy slang uk raa9. 2 small 
pieces offeeces clinging hairs. Also variant 'feft-o-bewies' 

farts noun ► the farts an attack of flatulence- UK, ms 
fart sack noun 1 a bed us, m2. 2 a sleeping bag us 1943 
fartsucker noun a despicable ptoein bft mi 
farty adjective flatulence-inducing uk 1975 

fascinoma noun a medical case that is unusual and thus interesting 


fascists noun the police. Used by late 1980s-early 90s 
loountetculture travellers uk, 1999 

fash adjective fashionable AUSTRALIA, 1988 

fa'sheezy >see: fo'Sheezy 

fash hag noun a foil 1 1 1 M I I I 11 fag hag (a woman 

who seeks the company of gay men) uk 2003 

fashion casualty noun someone 'n ihe thrall of clothes-designers' 
more ridiculous excesses A variation of fashion victim uk 1999 

fashionista noun meon h 1 tate or 1 mi 1 the vanguard of 
trendiness uk 2001 

fashion victim noon rie ne in the tl ill f fashion designers' 
mpm ridiculous excesses; often applied, loosely, to someone who 
|S;conspicuously expensively dressed uk raw 

fash mag noun a fashion 
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fash pack | fatten 


fash pack noun .1 ose egori ition i pre-err nent people in the 
fashion industry. Mode ed on rat pack and subsequent gangs, real 
and imagined uk-wb 

fast adjective overly on led ith he affairs of others trinidad and 

TVbago. 2003. ► as fast as lightning over Cuba very fast cayman 
Mands, woo. ► faster than the mill-tails of hell moving very, 
very fast Canada. 1999. ► get fast in a criminal enterprise, to cheat 
a partner out n| in, 1- r goo< ► so fast he’s goin' 

like greased lightnin’ thru a gooseberry bush used for indi- 
cating great speed Note the alliteration - goin', greased, 
gooseberry - which,is often ch#|jferi:stic of Nova Scotia slang 

CANADA, 1988 

fast adverb in gambling bettin large.thout fear of loss 

u% m 

fast and out of place adjective srned with 

the affairs of others trinidad and tobago, 2003 
fast bird noun in etnam, a high-s[ i atta jet aircraft us. 1991 
fast buck noun money that i 1 I rn pecially if done so 

1949 

fast burner noun a pet „in h 1 ivancin 1 I iy through the 
fgfrfecUS Air Force usage;®, t9$e 
fast-count verb to shortchange us, mm 
fastened up adjective imprisoned uk 20$ 
fast in nouni MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy 
uk, 2003. 2 amphetamines uk 2003 

fast lane noun 1 1 1 I 1 mm re n r the future us. 1976 
fast-mouth adjective fond of talking trinidad and tobago, 2003 
fast mover noun in Vietnam, a jel aircraft US. 1972 
fast one noun a trick intended to deceive or defraud, usually in the 

phrase 'pull a fesbdne'Us <9® 

fast pill noun in horse racing, a stimulant given to a horse us, 1947 
fast sheet setup noun an apartment or motel that caters to 
prostitutes and their customers us, m9 
fast shuffle noun 1 1 I ,, eptive act us. 1930 

fast stuff; fast; go-fast noun amphetamines, speed uk. m. 
fast-talking Charlie noun a Jewish peson, orsomeoheyvho is 
thought to he Jewish us. mo 
fast time noun daylight saving timed gkteAj mss 
fat noun 1 an erection Australia mi. 2 a fattened cow or bull -early 
for market Australia, ms. 3 used as a euphemism in place of'fuck' 

BERMUDA, 198 5 

fat adjective i good us. 1931. 2 wealthy uk sou. 3 (used of a fuel 
mixture) too rich Biker (motorcyle) usage us. 2001. 4(used ofa part 
'w a dramatic production) demanding, challenging, rewarding us, 
1973. swhen said of a military unit, over-staffed Vietnam war usage 

6 

chance’ and 'fat hopes' Australia, mr 7 out of fashion, old- 
fashioned 1980 

fat Albert; Bert nickname u h lal 1,1 in, latt especially 

a Boeing 737, a Lockheed C-5A Galaxy or a Lockheed C-130 
Hercules. The Boeing 737 was first manufactured in 1967: Thiij> - 
Lockheed C-130 was delivered into service in 1970. The first 
Lockheed C-5A was delivered in late 1969 us, 1994 
fat and wide noun 1 bride. Rhyming slang, f m a playground vari¬ 
ation of 'Here Comes the Bride' uk 1992 
Fat Arse Brigade noun I 1 h ier men who support 
la , I I 1 ra M.o 111 p,rl r Iniucad 
TlMi$0,1977 

fat-arsed adjective :nce, wealthy uk 1937 

fat ass noun a fat person us, mi 

fat-ass adjective ons US, 1993 

fatback adjective lacking oph 1 ition, rustic us, 1934 

fat bags noun crack cocaine UK 199s 

fat bastard noun 11 -1 I person 


fat boy box noun a box with enough packaged food to last several 
days in the wilderness us. 2000 

Fatboy Slim; Fatboy noun a gym. Popney rhyming slang, based on 
the stage name of musician and DJ Norman Cook (b. 1963 ). 

Popney was contrived for wmv.rtu>$io$65..Co.iik, an Internet m(0|:‘" 

fat cat noun 1 a wealtl . 2 

overpaid company director.-A specifically British usage of the tagfl; 
general: US ter® Uk mn 

fate ha noun IK, 2002 

fatcha verb t i ihe noun sense as 

Ijbe face' uk 2002 

fat chance noun no chance at all us. 1 m 
fat city noun success, wealth us, im 

Fat City nickname i Ottawa ' >ni i i 11 I | l il city The name 
derives from the huge I, rgess of taxp;ye i funds ihe city gets for 
museums, ttjitfulrp Festival, the winter canal skating season, and 
so forth Canada, 2001. 2 ihe headquarters of the Military Assistance 
Commjrtd'Vittnam, located in Saigon us. m 
fat devil noun \ good-lookir i lan us, razs 
fat farm noun i I i li lere people i e eight through a 
regime of exercise and. proper diet us ; im- 
fat grrrls noun ing radical i tion of the‘fat acceptance 
imovemenf us, ms 

fat guts noun nut the f jit h nin li [ ibl derivingfrom 
an effect of over-indulgence uk 092 
fathead noun 1 2 /le in which 

the hair stands out from the head trinidad and tobago 2 m 
father adjective excellent Barbados ms. 

fatherfucking adjective used as a variant of 'motkseffiMMf^;' us. 1963 
father’s day noun h la ich m ith hen father appear in 
court to make child support payments us. 1973 
Father-Son-Holy Ghost house noun a style of three-storey terraced 
house consisting of three rooms stacked vertically us, 1970 
father’s t’other end noun a room built on the end of the house. 
The odd word 't'other' is a shortened form of 'the other' much, 
used in southwestern Nova Scotia Canada, 1999 
father time noun 1 a criminal judge who is inclined to give long 
sentences us 1950. 2 a prison warden us, 1949 
fatigue noun l \ND TOBAGO, 1904 

fat jabba noun t>see: jabba 
fat lip noun a fist blow to the mouth us, 1944 
fat lot noun (ironically) Irtfesj rjb* 'ufi wz 
fatmouth verb to insult, to taunt, to tease, to trade barbs us, m2 
fat-mouthed adjective loud-mouthed. t 4 is# 
fat one noun 1 2 a 

generous line of powdered cocaine, 2002 
fat pants noun ill trouser v tobago 1999 

fat pappy noun a large marijuana cigarette us, 1999 
Fat Pill noun i i a sweet snack 

CANADA, 199S 


fat pockets noun wealth us. im 

fat rat noun the US Army's five-quart collapsible water bladder us. 


fat-rat adjective easy, privileged us$Nf- 
fats noun fatigues, liform us, 1990 

fatso noun an obese person; used as a common nickname or rude 
termi of pddressTbr an obese person os 1933 
fat stuff noun a fat perSorvys, me 

fat talk noun \ND TOBAGO, 2003 

fatten verb 111 | I I , III I I bet US 1963 
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fatty noun la calling, 

sometimes as a nickname uk 1797. 2 an extra-large marijuana ciga¬ 
rette, Also variant fattfe' vs, 19m 

fatty adjective i that displays 

obese performers uk, 2002 

fat zero; big fat zero noun notMlng at all, none uk. is* 
faubourg; fauxbourg noun n Quebec, a suhirb or a part of a city 
keeping the old name, a 111 - in 1 II in mplex From the 
French for 'false town', this term is in use in Montreal to desig¬ 
nate the area known as the Faubourg de Melasse (where Ships 
loaded molasses) and the Faubourg, a complex of shops-and 
boutiques in the centre of town Canada, i%7 
faucet nose noun h iition ex[ 11 n 1 inter who have 
water forced up their nose while being pummelled by a wave us. 

faunch; fawnch verb 1 is, ran 

fausty adjective ill | 1 il I Hi Hi I IK iol usage US, 1961 

faux-hawk noun 1 hairstyle ir hi h a central se tion (running from 
front to back) is grown longer/higher than the hair on the rest of 
the head. Pronounced 'fohawk'; this is a play on the 'mohawk' 
haircut (which this style approximates) and 'faux' (fake, artificial). 
Foofcatter and style-icon David Beckham,sported the style in the 
summer of 2002 us. tax 

fauxmosexual noun ie manner of a 

conventional heterosexual. A compound of'faux' (fake) and 
'homosexual'; as an aural,,pOtf onlylfflfct consonant is changed 
UK sag, 

fa Mnoun in horse racing, lire horse with the shortest odds to win a 
race. An abbreviation of 'favourite' us, ixo 
fave; fav adjective favourite. A term with a definite teen magazine 
flavour us, 1321 


feasty adjective S, 1 958 

feather verb i in hot rodding, to opera hear -I- * in 


feather and flip noun a ,r kip uk, 1934 

featherbed verb to create work rules that require employment of 
workers-who have no real tasks or not enough real tasks to justify 
pay us,, im 

featherfoot noun i racir ir In 11 Hi lit touch on the 
throttle dferifigtirms to control the engtne speed precisely ds m r 
feather hauler noun a irucke- with a light load, especially one of 
jdry freight 

featherhead nout i-witted person us, 

feather merchant noun 1 a civilian employee of the military; a 
civilian (A 1941. 2 a timid, conservative poker player ia urn 
feather plucker noun 1 a harj practiti ler hyming slang for 
'clever fucker' uk raw. 2 an objectionabe person. Rhyming slang 
; Jbr fucker, generally used only in a jtculaf (ft affectionate way uk, 

feathers noun 1 a bed us. w9. 2 body hair, especially fine hair or 
pubic hair us, nu, 3 sleep us. 1977. 4 in darls and Bingo (also House 
and Tombola), the number thirty-three Also variant '(ewers’ uk 
1 977. ► make the feathers fly 0 in i; i<«n 10 disturb the 


favourite; favourites adjective excellent ijk, m3 
fawmy noun 

fawnty noun a car in a poor state of repair. In Glasgow this is a 
humorous 'brand name' uk Scotland, ms 
fax noun facts UK 1S37 
fay noun a white Caucasian gyfe 

fay adjective 1 homosexual us. 1923. 2 white, Caucasian us, 1927 


faygeleh noun ird' us, 

faze verb to spjjffise, tbritepricertits m> 
fazool noun one dollar us. 1979 
f beep beep k 'fuck' in any use india, 2002 
FBI noun 1 /at, /f i ind /gnoran i 1 I m i in n i i if 
2 used for describing people of East Indian origin. An initialism for 
'fat-belly /ndian’, 7at-bottom /ndiah’, 'fine-boned Indian', or any 
number of similar constructions trinidad and iubaisi. 2003. 3 an 
4 

ation of 'full-blooded /locano'. Ilocano is a dialect spoken in lire- 
Philippl.nes;4mong Hawaiian youth, the term applies trjifiy 
f (Jilipino, no matter what dialect, if any, they speak us, m2 
F bomb noun used in a setting 

where sucbiprafeity is not expected us. ms 
FDAM noun an occasion for ostentatious dress I or 7 irst Day al (the) 
Marina' Canada, 1995 

fear noun ► put the fear of God into to terrify UK ms- 
fear in twelve-step recovery programmes such as Alcoholics 
AfiQbymous, used as an acronym for an addict's choices - flick - 
everything and run, or face everything and recover us, 199s 
fearful adjective used as general intensifier tSc jssr 


.best 

feature verb 1 ha Popular d > in Barry McKenzie 
cartoon strip Australia, u 2 10 lake note of to pay attention to 
US, 1958. 3 to approve of us. 1952. 4 to give an appearance; to look 
. like BARBADOS, 19 

feature creature noun a computer programmer who enjoys adding 
features to progrannsi&isi 

featured dancer noun 1 - H erformer 1 e appearance at 
Jhe dub is- advertised and who travels from dubsife club us, 2000 
-features suffix used, when combined with an appropriate (generally 
genital) noun, as an unflattering nickname. In 1909 it -was 
sufficient to call someone 'features'. Contemporary examples, 
found during a cursory search of the Internet on 8th October 
2003, include 'bollock-features', 'cunfetetaftl, 'prick-features', and 
'twat-features' uk 2003 

fecal freak noun a 1 e from eating 

the faeces of others (4,war' 
feck verb t lo steal Ireland, isss. 2 Tuck', in all se 
Scarcely eu|«$histic widely popularised by Father Ted, a.Cbaftnel 
4 situation comedy, 1995-98 Ireland, 1989 
fecked adjective diwitte A variation of fucked Ireland. 2002 
fed noun 1 an ageni f the federal government 11 2 a police 
officer Australia. 1966. 3 a nenbei of the Royal Air Force police. 
Adopted from the sense 'a member of the FBI' uk 2002 
federal adjective excellent us. 2004 

federal court noun a floor manager in a casino or cardroom us 19x 
federales noun rnt I rom (he Spanish us, 2000 

federation noun a noisy, tumultuous gathering. An allusion to the 
attempt in 1876 by John Pope-Hennessy to create a Gbnfederation 
of the Windward Islands, which feiulted 'iDuftiks Barbados, ms 
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Galactica (ABC, 1578-80), and briefly in popular speech us. 1979 
fed up adjective bored 11 gu ted tired 1 mething, miserable uk. 


feisty adjective aggress 
felch verb to .icr 

felcher squelcher nc 


► feed rice to speak ptafoJy m. ;«i ► feed the monkey to 

sustain a drug addiction us. mi. ► feed the ponies to bet on 
horse racing us 1997. ► feed the pony to manually stimulate the 
vagina. Possibly related to Smack the Pony, a television comedy- 
sketch programme mainly written and performed by women, first 
broadcast in 1999 us 2002 ► feed the warden to defecate us 
1 996. ► feed with a long spoon il in dealing 

with someone trinidad and tobago, 2002 ► feed your face to eat 
us ms. ► feed your head to use [ hoactive drugs A phrase 
immortalized by Jefferson Airplane in the 1967 song 'White 
Rabbit 1 , with Grace Slick's commanding vocal of 'Remgfnber, what 


fella; page 3 fella noun an 1 ra ti n I n iel applied in a 
wider derogatory context to imply that a handsome exterior mask 
a deeply unintelligent personality, Dem®s. from the use of topless 
models on page 3 of UK tabloid nenMta 1 San ui^ em 
fellah; fella; feller noun 1 1 male animal 1 2 a man. An 

affected or lazy pronunciation of 'fe ow' 'I alter' since 1825; 
'fellah', originally associated with affected and aristocratic speech, 
slftee'l825; 'fella' (and variation^ smce 1934 uk mi 
fellowship noun 1 g a shared vice. Word play 

with the conventional, re igious usage us, m6 
fellow traveller noun 1 t pe 1 I m; ithises with a cause 
without being a;|t|felown rriSmber of the cause. Originally 
applieftfShily to communist-sympathisers; translated from- thf -. 
'Russi$Ee§jf 1936. 2 a flea uk , 1966 
felony noun a gnl t us 20m 

felony shoes noun pensi training shot I oured by urban 


1 understand us 2002. 2 to agree with us 200 
'us. 2003. 4to fight with someone. Literally 
► feel it to feel goo 
us. 2001. ► feel no pain to be drunk us. 


femme adjective 1 blatantly effem 
femme; fern noun 1 a young wor 
relationship, the person who pi; 


-jifgpite;, Rhyming slang for 69 iMf gm ‘ 
feel up vert) 1 ill 11 1 exually us, 1930 

feely; feele; feelier; fellia; feely-omi noun a young rr 


femme queen noun an overtly ef 
femmi adjective feminist uk 2000 
femmo adjective feminist Australia 
fence noun a person who trades i 
the fence to escape from prise 


(sometimes specifically an underaged young tfwf v 
feen verb to look at-nudi^iauresug im 
feep noun the elec 11 ilert ur I made by a compi 
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fence-to-fence adjective in carnival usage, in control of all the activi- 
IpS'irt an engagement us. mss 

fencing noun a ilen property uk, 

fender noun a ne empl ee Like fen er I thing the impact of 
a collision,, tbemew employee absorbs the wrath of the supervisor 

fender bender noun a minor car aasjdgftt ys, i %t 
fenderhead noun a diilt its few 
Fenian noun an Irish catholic I rom the American-lrish 
'brotherhood' for ths support of the revolutionary overthrow of 
■0® Engftshi government in ftel^rfd Ok 2000 
fen-phen noun i mbinati i fenflur mine nd phentermine, 
used as a diefctffiig and/or eerrtrai nfryous-system stimulant us, 19% 
feral noun a person holding strong environmentalist views and living 
an alternative lifestyle Australia, 1994 
feral adjective i iii ill 2 I ii ig a low-technol¬ 

ogy, alternative, eMifinmehtally-friendly \if&ty\e Australia, 1994 
ferdutzt adjective mi lull i ii m >f German descent) used to 
describe someone who is confused Canada, 1999 
fe real; for real adjective + adverb genuine; honestly, genuinely; cred- 

fern noun a female's pubic hair us, mi 
ferret noun 1 the penis A ce ebration of Hie animal's talent for 
exploring holes Australia 1 971. 2 a member of the security services 
engaged to 'sweep' for and remove electronic bugging devices uk, 
1977. 3 a beret Roya An I orce use a deliberately poor rhyme uk, 

7002. ► give the ferret a run i( 1 male) 1 engage in sexual 
Intercourse, Also variant 'exercise the ferret' Australia, 19 68 
ferry dust noun I 

ferschlugginer adjective used as a mi dv profane intensiiier. A 
fiddish term us, igs{■ 


fews and twos noun very litii f .iS#tif’c'S w« 
fey adjective effeminate us. ms- 
Fezzer noun a Ford 'Fiesta' car Essex use uk, 2003 
fezzie noun a festival w, 2002 

FFF verb to find, fix, and finish A military axiom for dealing with the 
enemy; the 'fix' is to fix in, jjiOSKiofj, while to 'finish' is to kill us. 

FHB family hold hack: A directive to family members to take guests 
1 nto account When serving themselves Australia. t 9 ss 
fid noun a British worker in Antarctica Origina y an acronym of 
'Falkland island Dependencies Survey' Antarctica, 1952 
fiddle nouni i 1 1 Id A “| 1 n 111 later use, used mainly of 
petty fraud uk ,vm. 2 a one-pound note; the sum of one pound; 
(more general! 3 let usage, a 

coat us, mo. 4 a radio us. 1971. ► on the fiddle engaged in 
swtndling-or petty-fraud: uk mi 

fiddle verb 1 to swindle uk. 1590. 2 to falsify a personal statement of 
expenses, or corporate accounts and finances; to fraudulently 
amend examination or election resu ts A specialised use ol ike 
general sense (to swindle) uk 1970. ► fiddle with yourself to 
masturbate us, 19m 

fiddle and fire noun in the car sales business, a radio and heater us 


fiddle bitch verb 

fiddlededee; fiddley noun an act dfitlftsMon. Rhyming slang for 
pee or wee. Presumably coined with some euphemistic intent, yel 
{ tB'gQ'fefa'-fiddley' seems, somehow, a more arhMguouS option 

fiddlefart around verb to waste time doing little or nothing us 1972 

fiddlefuck verb to waste time us, 1949 

fiddler noun 1 a bookmakei who will on y take small bets uk 1991. 2 a 
paedophile. P risop- (usage nkw zbaland, 1999 


fer shur; fur shur adverb certainly. A staple of the Valley Girl lexicon, 
Often used as an exclamation us 19S2 
ferstay verb to understand Canada, m7 

fertilize verb ► fertilize the vegetables to feed or medicate 
neuralogically depressed hospital patient?.ag'w 

fess; fess up verb to confess us im 

-fest suffix a gathering together of or a concentration of or an event 
celebrating the modifying noun with which it Combines. 
Abbreviated ‘festival' us, ms 
festering adverb exceedingly. A euphemism for 'fucking' Australia. 

festivity noun a drinking party us mss * 

festy adjective dl l tin ll idful i fuI AUSTRALIA, 1996 

fet noun amphetamine uk 1996 

fetch verb 1 to deli r (a b ). A conventional u rge from Cl2 that 
slipped Into.the colloquial register sometime around late C19 or 
early C20 uk, 1958. 2 in computing, 10 retrieve and importable 
from an-lnternet-siteto your computer os im 

fetch up verb 

fe true; for true; feh true adverb honestly, truly. West Indian and 

UK black patois, 'for true' Also used as an exclamation and 
infrtsifierwc 1994 

fetschpatz noun ti pi i ng Canada, 

fever noun 1 five An intentional rrupti 1 fiver ns rase 2 in 
craps, a roll of five. Sometimes embellished to 'feyer in the South' 
us (950. 3 in a deck of paying cards, any five ns 1951. 4 a $5 note 
us, 1961. 5 an enthusiastic interest or, perhaps, mass hysteria uk isss 
fewer clucker noun 1 >-1 1 I 1 >rou euphemism for'clever 
fucker ' Mew saland, ms 

few nouni a fe I I Ii Ii i I L 2 any short jail 

sentence os, 1949 


fiddler's elbow noun the right-angled sharp turns in country roads 
Canada, i9so. ► in and out like a fiddler's elbow applied to 
anything or anyone that enters and exits a given situation with 
unusual rapidity; especially, of a male's enthusiastic ttasttog 
during sexual intercourse uk, 1994 
fiddler's fuck noun a notional item of no value us mi 
fiddlers three; fiddlers noun an act of urination. Rhyming slang 
"/% wee or pee, formed from the lyrics to the traditional nursery- 
song, 'Old King Cole. A variant of fddlededee uk 1992 
fiddlesticks! 1 dered 

inoffensive, although it is possibly a pun an 'penis', via 'sword', 
the Shakespearean 'fiddlestick', although the bawdy,pun itself is 
not made by Shakespeare uk isx> 
fiddley noun a one-pound note; the sum of one pound. Short for 

FIDDLEYDID AUSTRALIA, 1941 

fiddleydid noun a one-pound n te Hu urn i me pound 
Rhyming slang for quid, this asted briefly after ihe Introduction 
of decimal currency and, was used to denote the 

/■Jijflg sum .Of $2 AUSTRALIA, 1941 

fiddly bits noun chrome embellishments on a motorcyle saddle bag 
and seat. Biker (motorcycle) usage us, Mi 
fidlet noun a E i in Antarctica 

ANTARCTICA, IS67 

fido! used for suggesting that a group overcome an obstacle. An 
abbreviation of fuck ft, drive on' us, m3 
fido dido noun 1 ii MDMA, 1 iii nal drug best known 
as ecstasy. From the borrowed image of Fido Dido, a fashionable 
cartoon youtb.Of Spanish origin, impuTi^d into the tablet as a 
brand logo uk 1990s 
fi-do-nie noun opium us. 1954 
field verb a bookmaker Australia, i960 

field circus noun in computing, field service us, mi 
fielder noun a bookmaker Australia, 1936 
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fielders noun a rum ration carried on a field trip Australia, m2 
field goal noun in pool, a shot in which the cue ball passes between 
the object ball and another ball, touching neither An allusion to 
American football, in which afield goal is scored when tffetifAll is 
kicked between the goalpost uprights us. goa 
field nigger noun tola rson who d n miy favour from 
white people and thus is afforded no degree of privilege us, 1970 
field of wheat noun 1 reel I rum tn ith a deliberately 
ironic ifS#ffojTof its original sense uk. kss 
fields noun >see: STRAWBERRY fields 

field scarf noun a necktie Marine Corps usage in World War 2 and 
Korea us fs« 

field-strip verb 1 t| disassemble; 10 take apart tis. 1947. 2 to break 
tobacco loose from a smoked cigarette and disperse it in the wild 
without leaving a trace of the. cigarette us w 
fiend noun 1 a pm in I 'ii I inil i" npulsively indulges in 
narcotics, especially inrprfiine andcocaine. Modern' usage is gen¬ 
erally ironic, except when, politicians and tabloid newspapers need 
a headline us. mu 2 a person who smokes marijuana when alone. 
■Marijuana use is considered to be a communal activity hence a 
SQlo-smoief is the subject of criticism. Used ironically in this ; 
context uk im. 3 an enthusiast I rom the sense as 'addict' us. ism 
fiend verb 1 “ the ground, 

by use of hydraulic lifts us i9W. 2 when arresting an unruly person, 
to use a choke hold us. m? 
fiendish adjective esSfiiint us, 1900 
fiend on verb to show off® better us. isso 
fierce adjective very, very good, us 1 994 
fife and drum noun the buttocks t*; tm 
fifi bag noun a home-made contraption used byawastarbating 
male 10 simulate the sensation of penetration us, >9© 

FIFO fit zn or fuck off Ana 1 m from the orld of office jargon 
where it may seen as general advice regarding Human Resources 

fifteen and two; fifteen-two noun a Jewish person. Rhyming 
slang; Partridge suggests the term originates in scoring for the card 
game cribbage us, tm 

fifteen fucker noun a military disciplinary reprimand us, ram 
fifteen minutes of fame noun the brief period of celebrity that 
' Andy Wamel saw as an elefTfafi cif pop culture us 7397 
fifth noun ► take the fifth to IrsSptto a fellow alcoholic raSbunt 
their wp^nisdeeds without comment or judgment us, tm 
fifth gear noun 1 state f intoxication us m s 
Fifth Street noun third face-up 

card (the fifth card dealt to the player) uk, 20m 
fifty noun 1 a serving of beer that is half new and half old. A 
shortening of fifty fifty Australia, us,/,. 2 a .50 calibre machine gun 

fifty-dollar lane noun in trucking,-the Inside passing lane. A name 
based on the fine al the time on many motorways for truckers 
wtopef fee inside lane aw. 
fifty-eleven noun n hit il large number us, mo 
fifty-fifty noun 1 1 I I inal sex. Lai ely supplanted by 

half and half us, mu 2 in the television and film industries, a 
shot'dftwo actors facing each other, each taking up half the 
screen us 1977. 3 a serving ol beei that is half new and half old 
AUSTtmM, mw' 

fifty-fifty! . i'll ol what you are consuming! fui, 2002 
fifty-five noun in craps, a roll of two fives us 1974 
fifty-mission cap noun a cap similar to that worn by bomber crews 
during World War 2 us. rase 

fifty-one; one fifty-one noun small pieces of crack cocatne 
sprinkled in a tobacco or marijuana cigarette us, 1994 


fifty PSI finger noun (among 1 in I in irmed 1 personnel) a 
finger poked into someone's chest to emphasise a point forcefully 
CANADA. WS 

fifty-two noun in craps, a roll of five and two - a seven us, 1 973 

fifty-two/twenty club noun.1 1 ran vho were entitled 

to benefits of $20 a week foi a year , fter World War 2, making a 
life of bohemian fetere possible us 1946 
fig noun 1 hardk m thin it II 2 in effeminate male. An 

amelioration of fag us, w. . 3 (of chewing tobacco) a plug Canada, 

figary; fegary noun a fancifi mood hi cl thing; whimsical 
ideas or notions; an impulsive decision us land, 1994 
figging adjective used as a euphemism for the intensifying 'fucking' 

Fightertown USA nickname the Miramai Nava Air Station, Miramar, 
California us 1990 

fighting drunk adjective in a state of drunken intoxication that 
prompts aggressive behaviour. Also used as a noun uk 1937 
fighting fifth noun 1 lal 1 insmil I infection. Rhyming 
slang for 'syph' (syphilis) uk 1992 

Fighting Hannah nickname kn aircraft carrier 

that saw service In World War 2 and Vietnam us 1945 
Fighting Irish n/c/rnome the athl lit 1 Dame University us, 

fighting lager noun a lager of more than average strength uk 2002 
Fightlink nickname a Dublin night bus Ireland, 2003 

figjam noun MIA, 1996 

figjamlstop boasting! Australia, 1996 
figmo; fuigmo noun /uck it got my orders; fuck you, / got my 
orders Korean and then Vietr am wai usage. Descriptive ofa 
somewhat defiant attitude. The sanitised version is 
Anally got y rders home us, mt 

figmo chart noun 1 record wl 1 Idiei ept 1 the number of 
days remaining until he was rotated home from Korea or, later, 

Vietnamps 1966 

fig-skin family noun in 1 11 hon 1 rarely see trinidad 
AND TOBAGO. 1999 


figure verb ► it figures; that figures it is reasonable or 
understandable; it works out as expected. A figurative use of the 
arithmetic sense 

figure of eight it verb the vagina uk 

figures noun an illegal lottery in which winners are those who have 
bet on affwmber chosen by some random method. Best known 
as 'the numbers' or 'policy racket' us, t%7 
fiji noun & ftlgfhfelr of the Phi Date (s^wn&rflege fraternity us, 19& 
Fila cunt's trainer noun a Fila™ sport shoe. An aural purtpEr* 
'feeler'; UK prison slang uk . 2002 
file noun a pickpocket uk ms 

file verb 1 to thro 111 1 11 2 to dre up. An 

abbreviation of'profile' us. 1 9® 
file 13 noun an office waste-paper baskel us. 1942 
file 17 noun the rubbish (trash) us. im 
filet noun an attractive female us, 19m 


fill verb ► fill a blanket to »!| d cigarette us ws. ► fill the bill 

to fulfil requin ► fill your 

boots 1 to do hatever I 1 int ve much to do, but are 
hesitating over. This phrase is used to encourage in Nova Scotia. It. 
has been suggested that it deriv^rfrem either the pursuit offish 
while wearing high-top wading boots or the effect on: She bowels 








filled | finger artist 


250 


of extreme enjoyment after restraint Canada, 1999. 2 to have as 
much of something as you want or need; to do some activity to 
its limit w : xm 

filled adjective i 2d ar's body, 

repaired with glass fibre'* m 
filled-in adjective pregnant ALMrsAUA 7955 
filler pig noun in i irn il omar hired to entertain customers 
outside a side show before the featured talent appears us. i960 
fillet noun cocaine. A metaphor alluding to the drug's high cost and 

fillet of cod; fillet noun ming slang 

‘or sod (a contemptible man}* im 
fillet of plaice; fillet noun a face; the face. Rhyming slang uk 1992 

fill in verb 1 to 1 ork us. mo. 2 to 

beat up uk. ms. 3 to make pregnant Australia. 19 55 
fillings noun ISfisitC^|igiSf,as tssor 

Fillmore noun a potent mi: erages us, 1993 

fills noun dice which have been weighted for cheating us. 1950 
fillum; filum noun a motion picture. Representing a widely decried 
but nonetheless common enough Austra ian pronunciation of 
'film' with tfp.syllables; also commonly used and understood in 
Ireland, Scotland, the north west (particularly Liverpool) and the 
east (Neweastlejacf England Australia, 7932 
fill up rat in poke npl I 11 1 land by drawing cards us 

filly noun 1 a young woman UK mu. 2 in poker, a hand consisting of 
three of the same ^ur. and a pair. Conventionally known as a 'full 
bouse’ us,, t&t’ 


filly adjective pretty UK. 2002 
film noun underwear-ial m 

filth noun 1 the police; the CID uk, 1907. 2 a very attractive person us 


filth adjective great; excellent; brilliant Australia, 199 6 
filthiness noun the bleed peri I the menst 1 I cycle Bahamas, m2 
filth merchant noun a man driven by his sexual appetites uk, 2001 
filthy noun a look of disdain Ireland. 2003 

filthy adjective i “ i ill i npl ill o uk, 1733. 2 upset, 

extremely angry Australia 199. 3 great; excellent; brilliant Australia. 
ns/. 4 attractive, fashionable, stylish us. 1993 
filthy dirty adjective 1 dirt rhe u ig filthy as an intensifies 
also duplicating the conventional senses ol 'fi thy’ and 'dirty' has 
pausdd this clichd to verge on hyphenated single-word status UK 

filthy great adjective very large I he usage of filthy as an intensifier; 
here also the play on synonymous 'dirty' has caused this cliche to 
verge on hyphenated single-word status uk 2003 
Filthy McNasty noun a dirty, rude person us. 1959 
filthy rich adjective ih I 1 11 filthy as an 

intensifier has caused this cliche to verge on hyphenated single- 
word status uk m> 
filum noun >see: FILLUM 
fimps noun in crap%,;is,'jSi)'^WO us, 7968 
fin nouni a five-pound or five-dollar note us 7868 . 2 afive-year prison 
sentence uk 792.5. 3 a US Navy diver who is not qualified for SCUBA 
■diving, Vietnam war usage us. 7997 
finagle verb to obtain in a manipulative manner us 1 922 
final noun the m ment in ifid nil hen the victim is 

left to discover Ws loss us. 191s 

final curtain noun 1 1 111 tl u ge, death rhe bituary section in 

the Amusement Business magamnq. is named 'RM. Curtain' w. 

finale-hopper noun a young man who goes 10 a dance without a 
partner, cutting in on another's partner al the end of the evening 
in the hope: tpgavfftg the dance with her us, 7922 


final gallop noun the hastening pace of lovemaking that climaxes at 
orgasm uk 79 to 

financial adjective h in 1 1 tsl Ivenl tralia. 1899 
finders keepers said to signify that the person who Ends an object 
is entitled to keep it. I irst recorded as 'findee aeepee, lossee 
seekee' in an 1825 Gloss of North Country Words. The full phrase, 
toown'by every UK and US'ettild, is 'Finders, keepers / losers, 
weepers' uk isx 

find them, fool them, fuck them, forget them used as a for¬ 
mula for male relationships with females I he earliest form is 
'find, feel/fuck and forget'; also known as the 'four F method'. 

Kf utliple variants exist us. wx 

fine adjective is 2 in twelve-step recovery 

programmes such as Alcoho ics Anonymous, fucked-up, Insecure, 
neurotic and emotional us, 1993. ► fine as May wine excellent 


fine adverb ► cut it fine; run it fine to succeed by a very narrow 
margin uk is?) 

fine and dandy noun brandy. Rhyming slang.;* 7977 

fine and dandy adjective splentjd, excellent us mo 

fine how-d’ ya do noun a dtlfeifsa,' a problem 

finest noun the | li U I h 11 1 1 1 li 1 to the popular 

Vjfhrase identifying a city's policemen as 'the city’s fi nest citizens'. 

In 1875, New York began to claim it had fhg’finest police force in 
the world', a phrase borrowed from the claim of General Joseph 
.'Hpoter during the US Civil War that he commanded 'the finest 
arrfiyjiph the planet’. In the early C20, New York began to refer to 
its fire department as the bravest’ and thejjfelice simply as 'the: 
finest' us. i9U 

finest kind noun the .Very best us, mi 

fine stuff noun marijuana that has been cleaned and trimmed, also 
marijuana in general * LsSi 

fine thing noun 1 

fine tuner noun in car repair, a sledge hammer. Facetious US, 1992 

fine up verb (of weather) to improve Canada, 1990 

fine weather noun a pretty girl is m? 
f-ing adjective Usee: EFFING 

fingee noun an re who Is not 

wished for or welcomed Derived, loosely, from 'fucking new guy' 

US, 1990 

finger noun 1 a gesti 1 ntempt, the ind 11 er raised from a 
fist with the palm inwards as the hand jerks upward suggesting an 
intimate destination. Often accompanied with an ipvttion'fc 
'spin on It' or the e iptir al 'Oliver!' (Oliver twst). us. mi. 2 an 
unpopular individua Metropolitan folio: slang* mo. 3a 
pickpocket u> i .-. 4a marijuana cigarette I rom the shape uk 
2001. 5 an individual banana in a bunch < wmanislands, 7985 . 6 a 
citizens' band radio antenna us, urn, ► get your finger out; 
pull your finger out; take your finger out; pull it out to stop 
time-wasting and start doing something useful. Often used as a 
semi-exclamatory injunction Probably 'out from up your arse' but 
there is no need to say so uk 1959. ► have your finger up your 
arse to be doing nothing uk um. ► lift a finger; move a 
finger to make the lightest eff rt usually applied in a negative 
sense to a lack of effort uk mo. ► on the finger on credit us, 
i95i. ► put the finger on to identify; lo name, lo inform on 
somebody cry was. ► put your finger on to identify or explain 
exactly uk 1973 

finger verb 11 1 somebody us 

mo. 2 to digitally stimu ate/explore the vagina or anus as a part of 
sexual felpiay uk t&a 

finger and ring adjective vet 1 e tobago, 2003 

finger and thumb; finger noun 1 a mother uk m2. 2 a companion, 
a friend. Rhyming slang for chum uk mi. 3 a drum. Rhyming 
slang uk 1992. 4 rhe buttocks. Rhyming slang 'or bum uk 2002. 5 rum 


finger artist noun a lesbian us. n/o 
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fingerbangverbto mmi finge rfinge intoa lartner igin 
or rectum for their sexual pleasure us, 1990 
finger bowl faggot noun a wealthy, ostentatious, homosexual male 

finger cot noun I 1 co ing 1 II i doctor on his fnger 
when examihints, fSttun - or vagina us, t 0 

finger flip verb ump during which 

the board moves laterally through 360 degrees uk 2003 

fingerfuck noun 

i/s, ■ 

fingerfuck verb to insert a finger or fingers into a partner's vagina 
or rectum. Plain-speaking former US President Lyndon Johnson 
(1963-1969) was said to have said 'Richard Milhouse Nixon Mfe 
done for the United States of America what pantyhose did for 
finger-feckmg' uk. 1/93 

finger-fucker noun 1 11 h fingerfucks us, ms 

finger horse noun in hi 1 e icing, the f ourite us, 1951 
finger in the pie noun an involvement in an activity, especially a 
share in the profits of something uk 1659 

finger job noun 1 anus us. m3. 

2 an act of betrayal us, im 
finger lid noun marijuaaaw, 200s 

finger line noun 1 ne-u[ 11.- 1 tims or witnesses 

attempt to identify the criminal(s) us, rezs 
finger louse noun a police informer us. tax 
finger man noun 1 | I invid criminals with inside 

information 10 aid a robbery or other crime os 1930. 2 a pro- 
jfesional killer us. nx 

finger poker noun a game of poker bet on credit us. mi 
fingerprint noun in poker, a player's signature move us, 19% 
fingerprint verb in trucking, to manually unload a trailer us mi 
finger-puppet audition noun an act of masturbation' uk 2003 
fingers noun a piano player us, 1973. ► have your fingers in the 
till to steal f ► the 

fingers _ 1 11 I 1 inger and th mddle fingei are 
extended to form a V shape, the palm turned in towards the 
gesturer) that is used to insult or otherwise cause offence, 
especially when made in conjunction with threatening or abusive 
language e.g, 'ft|sk-ofFj’'.sr 'up yours! 1 with.which the sign may be 
considered synonymous uk 2003 
Fingers nickname 'li | '"i- lickname us J949 

fingers crossed! used for expr ing hoi L ibes the action - 
the middle finger twisted over and around the forefinger - that 
doesn't always atpMipany the words. A basic prayer, representing 
the'sign of the cross, although the Christian God is mostly 
forgotten in familiar and superstitious usage. The gesture, but not 
the term, may also accompany the swearing cfaw oath, or may 
represent friendship arid sexual contact uk 1924 
finger sheet noun 1 1 ip < racing pi Jr 11 11 oming the entries 
and odds for a day's races us, mi 
fingersmith noun 1 a pickpocket uk 1323. 2 a thief Barbados, ms 
fingers to fingers 

was heard on the US television comedy The Life of Riley (NBC, 
1949-58); the full pledge, used by the Brooklyn Patriots of Los 
Angeles fraternal group, was lingers to fingers, toes to toes, if I 
break this pact, break my nose'. On the comedy The 
Honeymooners (CBS, 1955A.5S), the toast version used by th@' 
fraternal Order of Raccoons was 'Fingers to fingers, tfixjrrhfe to 
thumbs, watch out below, here-Srfp. comes' us, mo 
fingertip noun in ti e < 1 lies busine lower teering 
fingertips noun someone adept at masturbating others us, 1990 
finger-walk verb with one hand, to roll a coin over and through the 
knuckles us, mi 


gesture with the-middte'finger, usually interpreted to mean 
your #/fifes 

fingy noun a new arrival in Antarctica A pronunciation of fng or 
FUCKING NEW GW ANTARCTICA, 2003 

finif noun 1 a five-riollar note I rorn l 2 a 

prison sentence of five years us. me. 3 in dice games, a five on 
one die M isso 

finish verb ► finish on the chinstrap in terse racing, to win a 

race easily under restraint us mi 

finishing school noun a i nquents us ms 

finito the end elaboration 

'finito, Benito' adds am Italian name - thus stressing the word's 
llalfen ongimrfc rsm 

fink noun l an 2 

3 in circus and carniva usage, ,1 broken piece of merchandise us, 

fink verb to ihflSrrti'te-t® i® 25 

fink-and-fort it adjective used fa Lor 1 1 1 lg class accent. A 

jtehetic representation djHgi|nk and thought it' uK 2001 
fink booknoun if record 0 1 longshor man or seafarer's 
employment. The books were used by employers to punish jglttif 
.activists and enforce oon-uhidh conditions in the workplace 1M 
fink out verb to betray; to inform us. m2 
finky adjective disloyal, cowardly us, 194s 

Finlay Quaye adjective ..11 ... Ins loi 'gay', formed 

from the name of a singer who enjoyed notable success in the 
late 1990s uk 2003 

finny adjective 1 BARBADOS 1965 

Finsbury Park noun 1 1 light Ri ming ing formed from the 
name of an area ot North London uk. 1992 
finski noun a five-dollar notete rs» 
fin-up noun I life US, 1962 

FIP noun a scene in a pornographic film or ,1 photograph of a man 
pretending to ejaculate inside a vagina or rectum. An inttial^rh^ 
'fake internal pop-shot'; u^ihsoftcore pornography uktei 
fir noun marijuanas#; ®* 

fire noun 1 m ,2a detonator uk 

1956. 3 a sexually transmitted infection m irfolkisland, 1992. 4 a com¬ 
bination of crack cocaine and methamphetamine uk 199s. 5a 
riijihlng car engine. Usually 1h the context of a comment such as 
'your fire went out' when a motorist shuts off his engine us. m2. 

6 , .1 u <t i 1 ► I wouldn’t spit on him (her) 

if he (she) was on fire; I wouldn't piss on him if he was on 
fire I detest him (her) ijk me. ► on fire (used o( a homosexual) 
patently, obviously As in flaming us, 1994 
fire verb 1 to light up a cigarette or a marijuana cigarette. Literally 
'to apply a flame' us m0. 2 (of a mechanica device) to start up. 
Also 'fare up’ as a variant us 2000. 3 to inject a drug intravenously 
us, mo. 4 to dismiss from employment A pun on 'discharge' us 
1887. 5 to destroy by arson us 1957. 6 10 ejaculate uk mi. 7 to play a 
sport exceedingly ell; t I e n fire ► fire a leak 

to urinate trinidad and tobago, 2003. ► fire one to have a drink 
Barbados. 1965. ► fire the acid In il nm i ms. ► fire 
the ack-ack gun i moke a igarette dippe I n i heroin solution 

fire alarms noun arms (weaponry); ihe arms. Rhyming slang uk 1992 
fire-and-forgetarf;ert/ve(used of a missile) guided automatically us. 


fireball noun 1 2 in pinball, a 

ball that leaves play without scoring any points us, 1977. 3 a tracer 
bullet us, 1962. 4 a short but intense use of artillery in the Vietnam 

fire bomber noun an aircraft foi fighting fire Canada, mi 
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firebug noun i 

us, 1872. 2 in poke-, a player who bets and plays in a reckless 
isx 

fireburner noun a zealot us, nn 

firecan noun a type of radar system in a military aircraft us, 1999 
firecracker noun 1 fragmentatior irtill hell used on an 
experimental basis in Vietnam. The formal name was Controlled- 
fragmentation Munition, or CoFraM us, mi 
fired adjective excited, eager, sexually aroused us, rass 
fired up adjective enthusiastic, 1999 
fire-eater noun a ferociously brave person us, isos 
fire engine noun corned beef served in a tomato sauce over white 
;jrice BAHAMAS, 1982 

firefighter cute adjective de rib in attracti ■ , lung man. 
Teenspeak, post-11th Septembei 2001 — (he day firefighters 
became 'American heroes' us. 2002 
firefly noun irch light, 

usually teamed with several gunships in the Vietnam war us 1991 
fire in the hole! 1 used as a warning lhat an explosive is about to 
be detonated us is - 2 in the il ega production of alcohol, used as 
a warning of approaching iaw-giifitcerneftt.officials us. 1974 
fire into verb to approach with an intent 10 seduce uk, 1995 
fireless cooker noun a gas chamber us, t9ts 
fireman noun in u[ 11 1 mariji in I m i pipe, the 

second person to smoke 0ytn africa, 20m 
fireman’s noun Is e racr Rl ming ing 'rom Pieman's braces' 
AUSTRALIA, 1989 

fireman’s hose; fireman's noun the nose. Rhyming slang uk, i 992 
fire on verb 1 to excite sexually us, 0*9. 2 to punch someone us, 1973 
fire pie noun a red-headed woman's pubic hair and vulva us, 2003 
fireplace noun hi hot rodding, the grille on the front of a car us, /•*» 
fireproof adjective invulnerable uk 1984 
fire-rage noun an argument Barbados, txs 
fire track noun an armoured personnel carrier or tank equipped 
with a flame-thrower us, mi 
fire up verb t to light a pipe, a cigar 
and smoke a marijuana cigarette t 
4 to enthuseUK 19m 
firewater noun 1 1 1 I I - lerm associated with Native 

Americans, often pronounced with an ambiguous accent approxi¬ 
mating an accent used bylftdian actors in old cowboy films us, 

1817. 2 GBL, a drug that is nearly identical in molecular structure to 
the recreational driig GHB (/.. 199 3 spruce beer, and also, phos¬ 
phorescence ill salt water Canada, 1950 
fireworks noun 1 r great dlsturban lramatic e itementUK 7889. 

2 an exchange of gunfire ( is. raw. 3 a police car with flashing lights 
us 1976. « roadside flares warning motorists of an accident or other 

’Ipllfem.ahead us x 

firey; fire-ie; fireenoun mu 1 ii 1 ml ofbushfires 

AUSTRALIA , 7996 

firing line noun ► in the firing line in danger of dismissal from 
employment; applied more widely to any who are identified as 
those who will be blamedSf ih#t|.io account uk mi 
firm noun i a gang of ft tbal i Ii in A business-like self¬ 
description, adopted from professional criminals uk 1999. 2a 
ifimmal gang. From ttexonventional sense as a 'business' uk 

3 a squad of detectives, especia ly a c lose-knit group A humorous 

4 

between a police officei or officers, especia y CID, and a criminal 
gang uk, 1970. ► on the firm as a constant arrangement, steadily 
uk 2001. ► the firm hy seen as a 

■business is a notion very much in ttiftg-with the ethics of the late 


firm up va 




first aid noun 1 1 1 pon); a razor - Rhyming slang; 

thought to be inspired by the catchphrase threat: 'Can your wife 
[or mum] do first aid? Will gel her 10 stitch this up' uk 1992. 2 a 
small shop that sells, amongst other commodities, patent medi- 

^mSiBARBADOS, 7965 


first base noun i 

:pf foreplay, most commonly referring to kissing. The exact degree 
varies by region and even by schoo us 128 2 in blackjack played 
in American castibsAe seat immediately to the dealer's left us, 

first cab off the rank noun the-ftrst in a series Australia, 1966 
first call noun in Antarctica, the first ship to arrive al the South Pole 
each seaso n ANTARCTICA, 2003 
first class adjective extremely good uk is» 

first dollar noun 111 tele 1 1 u 11 n nakin the first money gen¬ 

erated after release us, 1990 

first drop noun in cricket, the 3rd position in the order of batting uk 

First Fleeter noun 1 per n 1 I endan I 1 peison, who 
arrived on the first fleet of ships to bring, British colonists to 
Australia-in 1788. A great deal of pride is associated with, thtfc 
lineagein Australia Australia, 

first horse nickname t Army us, 1968 

first Louie noun a first lieutenant us, 1997 
first off adverb as a beginning us, 1 sso 

first-of-May noun 1 an inexperienced worker. A circus word, based 
on the start of ihe circus season ; is, mi. 2 a newcomer to a circus 
^Ka^tiival us, me 

First of the First noun the First Battalion of the First Regiment, US 
Marine Corps. Korean war usage us 7982 
first pig noun a first sergeant, the most senior non-commissioned 
officer in the US Army us, 1975 

first reader noun nbook us mo 

first sergeant noun your wife us 1976 
first shirt noun a first sergeant in the US Army us, 1909 
first sleeve noun a first sergeant us, mo 
first soldier noun a first sergeant in the US Army us m6 
first suck of the sauce bottle noun first in a queue Australia, 1921 
first today and last tomorrow in horse racing, said of an Incon¬ 
sistent performer US, mi 

fish noun 1 the vagina uk. mi. 2 a woman, usually heterosexual uk, 
i 89 i. 3 a male homosexual. Prison slang iamaica, 3002. 4 a prisoner 
who has recently arrived in prison us 186-7. 5 a Over Norfolk island, 
1992. 6 a person. Always suffixed 10 an adjective uk . 1722. 7 a fool uk 
2030 . 8 a heavy drinker ( is. 1 w. 9 a drug addict who supports his 
habit by pimpin 1011 „ lu 1 I player who is a 

likely victim of a skilled professional us, ;■>*,. 11 in on-line poker, 
the weakest player in the game, am. 12 in cricket, a weak batsman 
TRINIDAL - 13 14 in Oil 

drilling, any object inadvertent v dropped down a well us 1954. isa 
Plymouth Barracuda car us. n/0. 16 a torpedoes 19 48. 17 a dollar us, 
1950. 18 in electric ne work, a g ass strain insulator us, raso. 

► have other fish to fry; have bigger fish to fry to have 
other business, 01 oilier things 10 do 01 achieve uk im 

fish verb i to i A moving the body 

but not the feet us 1952. 2 in gin, to discard in a manner that is 
designed lo lure a desired card from an opponent us, ms. 3 in 
poker, to stay with a bad hand in the hope of drawing theonly 
card that can possibly make the hand a good one us, 2003. 4 to use 
a prison's plumbing system lo pass a note from cell to cell us 2000. 

► fish for food to gossip us, 1947. ► fish on the half-line in 
the Maritime Provinces, to fish for hall oi the catch as wages 
Canada, i 9 s ► fish or cut bait; fish, cut bait or go ashore 
make up your mind! Fhe shorter, two-option phrase is more 
popular today than the longer original us, iseo 
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fish | five-cent paper 


fish used as a euphemism for 'fuck', a cry of despair, surprise, rage, 
resignation; an abbreviated euphemism for 'fuck off, a cry of 
disbelief Often lingering on the f before pronouncing the Wsct 
that a disguised intention is-ma$e oSytbus uk 1998 

fish and chip; fish noun i hyming slang 

uk 1992. 2a gratuily Rhyming slang (or 'tip' uk 1992 
fish and chips noon in poker, a group of unskilled players with a lot 
of money to lose us, 199s 

fish and shrimp noun a pimp. Rhyming slang us, ms 
fish and tank noun a bafifc Rhyming siartgu/c 1998 
fishbelly noun a white person us, ms 

fishbite noun 1 le pulls your 

trousers or underpants forcefully upward, Wmlhg'a wedge 
between buttock cheeks us, 1990 

fishbowl noon 1 ) ro 1 in H 1 1 ' 11 1 crut where prisoners 

meet their visitors uk 1996 . 2 the area in a prison where newly 
arrived prisoners are housed us, mi 
fish bull noun a new and young prison guard US, 1984 
fish-burner noon a sled dog. An extension of the early C20 'hay- 
JpUffi^r’ (horse) us iss? 
fish cake noun fiveddtlitti.td. ms', 

fishcunt noun used t adolescent t 1 Ini >ry term for any 

girl of Similar maturity. Describes anfojfrktwjr and physical differ¬ 
ence between the genders OKsM? 
fish-eater noon a Roman Catholic I rom Hie largely forgotten 
practice of abstaining ffpm eating meat on Fridays us, 1980 
fisherman's daughter; fisherman's noon water Rhyming slang 
One of several terms that have 'daughter' as the common 
'(elspeMs^ate).element uk im 
fisherman's dinner noun a steak Canada, 1989 
fish eye noun an expressionless stare. From the appearance us, mi 
fish eyes noun tapioca us, 

fish fingers noun said of fingers that have been used to stimulate a 
woman's vagina Australia, ms 

fish frighteners noon a pair of men's close-fitting and revealing 
nylon swimming trunks Australia, 2003 
fish gallery noon the area in a prison where newly arrived prisoners 

fishhead noun Asia us, mi 

fish-hook noun 1 n us, 19 67. 2 in a 

deck of playing cards, a jack or knave us, mi 
fish-hooks noun problems Natg&ftjfft 2m 
fishies noun MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy us, 

fishing expedition noon 1 In it ion tact I equesting a broad 
range of probably irrelevant information in Hie hope of discovering 
something helpful us, ism 

fishing pole noun >ass or retrieve 

items from cell to cell us 2001 

fish line noun in a prison, a string used to pull objects from one cell 
tMriotherus; is® 

fishmonger noon 1 f bian nven nail one vho deals in fish' 

(1 Oxford English Dictionary), playing fin fish (the vagina) uk 2002 
fish'n'chip mob noun anyone h 1 lered socially wanting 
due to lack of breeding or hereditary privilege, Patronising upper- 
class usage; originally militityrfor any regimenltifeisiiiji.ifed socially 

fisho noun a- angfel AuSiXA tA. 1971 

fish queen noun i hon exual ma I end a gieat deal of 
'--jwfne in the company of bet»o$e*Qal women us, mi 
fish scale noun til line. Fr n the appearance 
fish scales noun cocaineits, me 


fishtail verb to cause die rear of an aeroplane or car to swerve from 
side to side us 1927 

fish tank noun 1 a holding el 11 ly arri prisoners. A 
wonderful pun with independent v formed terms us, m2. 2 a bus 

fish wife noun 1 narried male I '111 exual /vife 1 1 
fishy adjective induingsu^pjpion us. im 
fist city noun a physical fight M mo 

fister noun a person who inserts their hand into another's vagina or 
rectum for sexual gratificafifinros, rs® 
fist fuck; fist verb a partner's 

rectum or vagina, leading to sexual pleasure for both us, m2 
fist-fucker noun 1 a practitioner of fist fucking us, m2. 2 a frequent, 
obsessive mastuchaor us m2 

fist-fucking; fisting noun 1 1 he pr i nce i 11 erling the hand (and 
part of the arm) into a partner's anus (or vagina) for the sexual 
pleasure offal I involved. Predominantly gay usage bufdglSJ.fopnd ir? 
heterosexual practiceus 1 2 masturbation uk 1891 

fist it! be quiet! us, ism 

fist sandwich noun a punch in the mouth us, 1982 
fit noun 1 the equipment needed to inject a drug. A shortened form 
of outfit. Also recorded in England us, 1959. 2 an outfit of clothing 
us, m2. ► have a fit; have forty fits to lose your temper, to 

become very angry uk 1877 

fit adjective sexually attractive Originally a black term, now in wider 
usage; coinage is obviously informed by the conventional sense as 
'healthy' uk 2000. ► are you fit? are you ready? uk ism 
fit 'n' furry adjective used as a description of a hirsute, sexually 
attractive manuKujs® 

fit; fit up; fix up verb to ensure that someone is convicted of a 
criminal charge, often by nefarious means; to frame Australia, m2. 

► fit just like a smack on the lips (of a raincoat) to be the 
perfect size Canada, j9ss. ► fit where they touch; fits where it 
touches applied to loose or ill-fitting clothes uk 1932 
fit and spasm noun an orgasm, ®|png slang, formed on 
appropriate imagery uk 2003 

fit as a fiddle adjective in good health or condition uk hm, 
fitbin noun the vagina UKmt 

fit fanny noun 

FITH adjective demented stupid. From '/ucked in 1 he dead' Australia, 


fitness noun I rom fit (sexually 

attractive) uk, 1994 

fitted adjective i 2 l-d ressed us, 2003 

fit to adjective at the point of doing something; likely to do 
sjfirffothrng uk, ms 

fit to be tied adjective very angry, furious us, im 
five noun 1 a slap of Hie hand in greeting us, 1959. 2 five pounds uk 
2001. 3 an amphetamine tablet us. 1993. 4 a five-year prison sentence 
uk 1958. s Chanel N L1 1 ; erfume ► come and take 

five to make ► get your five to attain 

the highest ra ► give 

five to shake hand < o sla; hand in greeting us. 1935 ►take 
five to take astro®'feflafous, 1929 
five and dime noun in poker, a hand with a five and a ten and 
three ojffaf unpaired cards in between us. ms 
five and two noun 11 - I 1 1 rmula irtheser ices of a prostitute 
- her fee and the roornfeeus im 
five-by-five; five-by adverb (lOif'and Us* 

five by two noun a Jewish person Australia. 1984 
five-card Charlie noun in 1 m I 1 I n i bonus paid to a 
player who draws three cards an,®Still has a total count of 2 t or 

’ IgfS US 1996 


fishskin noun a condom us, 1936 


five-cent paper noun five dollars' worth of a drug us, 1971 
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five-digit disco noun 

five finger nouns thu esp iall i i | ket us, 1932 

five-finger verb to shoplift US, ms 

five-finger discount noun i 19m 

five-fingered chequebook noun acquisition'S>y shoplifting new 

ZEALAND, 1994 

five-fingered Mary noun a man's hand as the 'means of 
masturbation us, 1971 

five-fingered widow noun (of a male) ihe hand as a masturbatory 
tool; masturbation 'UK 1977 

five fingers noun a five-yearpSton sentence us, 1992 

five hundred club noun all those who 

havefbeen in Antarctica for more than 500 consecutive days 

ANTARCTICA, 2003 

five-knuckle shuffle noun mastuftetjrSct'i^ nn- 
five-K rignoun 1 0 tt pi >li< i< tem 

five-o noun fifty'®, r983 

five o'clock follies noun durin he ietnam r, the daily military 
press briefings®, tm ’ 

five o'clock shadow noun fast-growing, dark facial whiskers, which 
give the appearance of needing a shave by late in the afternoon. 
President Riehaftl Nixon was known and firftculed fcf hts us mt* 
five of clubs noun the fist. Often used in constructions such as 'I 
dealt him.th.el%§ of clubs' us i0 

five-oh noun the ..I li< office From Hawaii Five-O, a 

police television series that aired from September 1968 to April 
1980, featuring aS^tfe tour-man psfeeumi, ass 
five on the sly; five on the soul side noun a mutual slapplp|:^' 
palms as an 'inside' greeting us, mo 
five-pinner noun a bowler in a five-pin game Canada, 1957 
five-pound word noun any profanity. I rom the tine that one might 
receive for using profanity Bahamas, 1932 
fiver noun 1 a five-j rn ive-dollar n te 2 in craps, the 

number five us, ass 

fiver-finger noun 1 1 10, Deri e< from shoplifting and 
pickpocketing uk, 1996 

fiver, fiver, racetrack driver noun in craps, the ounnber five us ms 
fives noun i dice that have been altered to have two fives, the 
second five being where one would expect'to fpo>t two. Used in 
;®rhb.inatioh with deuces, likely to'produce a seven, an important 
number in the game of craps us. 1974. 2 the fifth landing or floor 
level in a prison uk i99t . 3 the fingers®, 1973 
fives! used to re e - u eat a u briefl e r e the room. The 
promise inherent is to be right back - in, jet's say, five rfiinutes 
us, tm 

fives-a-pairnoun I h -1 - .. hour fhe near-universal speed 

limit on US roads from the mid-1970s until the early 90s® me, 
fives artist noun ne using a five- 

dollar notebSfSffi 

five-six-seven noun II III nanufactured in 1955, 
1956 or 1957. Five-six-seven clubs exist in several North American; 
cities, dedicated %#8e restoration ar&wpservation of 1955,1956 
and 1957 Chevrolets, Corvettes, Pontiacs and Chevrolet and GMC 

ftuOkS.® 1993 

five-spot noun i 2 i pound note. 

Adopted directly from the prervious sense®, 1 984. 3 a prison 
sentence of five years us, 1901 

five-square adverb loud and" clear®; mss 

five thousand us t>see: 5000 

five to four adjective sure, certain Rhyming slang®, 1992 
five-to-lifers noun pair < hoes i ued to prisoners by the state. 

Purported'to last at least five years ® is® 
five to two noun i ish 1 1. I 1 Ini Jew' uk, 1932 


five twenty-nine noun a jail sentence of one day less than six 
months. The maximum sentence for a misdemeanour charge in 
-jsgime juirsidletioriS'US-rsss 
five watter noun uk >see: 5 waiter 
five-waynoun 1 iered-dru 1 ine heroin 

flumtrazepam and methamphet; n ine ingested nasally whilst also 
drinking alcohol. Probably applies ferany mix of five recreational 
Stimulants ®, 2002 

five will get you ten 1 1 in expression of nfidence in the 

assertion that follows us. 1990 
fivezies noun in poker, a pair of fives us, ms 
fix noun 1 an injection of a drug, especially heroin us, 1936. 2 by 
extension, whal a person craves or needs us, ms. 3 an illegal 
arrangement m 1948. 4a well-thought-out plan with criminal intent 
Australia, raze. 5 trouble, ,1 difficult position us, 1834. 6 in the slang 
of pool players, proper position for the next shot or shots® mo. 

► get a fix on to make a plan- <ffaction’® 1955 

fix verb i to inject or otherwise ingest a drug, especially heroin us 
I®,. 2 to prepare® or 3 (with connotations of coercion or 
violence) to deal with someone, or settle a Situation, or exact 
revenge® mi. 4 lo falsely incriminate Also variant 'fix up' us, 

1790. 5 to neuter (an animal), to castrate us, mo. 6 to have sex with 
Fiji, 1992. ► be fixing to do something be preparing to do 

► fix someone's 

pipe in the usage of counter u ura.ted with the 

Rainbow Nation gatherings, to give someone marijuana® 1997. 

► fix your bones lu 1 I hile suffering 

withdrawal pains:® issj 

fixed adjective Situate! US, 1958' 

fixer noun 1 ormally us, m2. 2 a 

per$b)T who takes care of legal problems encountered by a circus 
or carnival us, 1900. 3 an agent working for the police uk. 19% 
fixit noun a criminal enterprise 'n which cars are given new 
identities ®i tm 

fix or repair daily noun a Ford truck; arty ford vehicle. A backjjjfe 
rialiou fom ihe iifuaf, I ORD Couien'no'ury UR niolor fade 
slang us. 1971 

fix up verb to arrange a (romantic) introduction and meeting on 
someone else’:; behalf® 1930 

fix up [>see: FIT; FIT UP 

fizgig; fizzgig verb to work as an informer Australia, ms 
fizgig; fizzgig noun a police informer. Also:5pelt|jji 'ph' Australia, 

fizz noun any sparkling wife®, im 
fizzed adjective gently drunk uk, 1999 

fizzernoun 1 a failure; a dud From ihe sense as 'a dud firework.' 
Australia, 1957. 2 in the military, a charge of misconduct® ms. 3a 
police informer From fizgig Australia, 1943. 4 the lace. A variation 
of phizog usiJiiift fSiasgowWkSsiSM^a im 
fizzler noun a failure new Zealand, 1 984 
fizzog noun >see: PHIZOG 
fizzy boat noun 

flab noun fat, flabbiness, obesity UK tm- 

flabbergast verb ► my 

flabber is gasted; never has my flabber been so gasted 

am astounded or astonished Jocu at phrases formed on the verb 
flabbergast (to astound). The second form is particularly associ¬ 
ated with British comedian Frankie Flowerd, 1917-92®, im 
flabby labby noun ' 1 hi il pronoun I iginal labial 

flack noun 11 ul li 1 1 1 1 - | - rn ® 1939 

fladanked adjective drug-intoxicated us, 1997 
fladge; flage noun flagellation ® 194s 

flag noun 1 a criminal 1 lookout 2 hile injecting a drug 

into a vein, the flow oi blood up into lire syringe, indicating that 
the vein has been pierced ® 19®. 3 a variable which changes value 
when a certain condition is reached us mo 4 in gambling, a wager 
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of 23 bets consisting of four selections uk 2001. 5 the grade 'F' us 
ms. 6 the ground floor of a tiered prison cellblock us. 1992. 7 a one- 
pound note Australia. rj89. ► have the flags out to experience 
the bleed peril ► have 

your flag in port I of the 

► the flag is up; the red flag is up 
experiencing the bleed period of the menstrual cycle os, im 
flag verb 1 to label or categorise someone us. 1 992. 2 in the military, 
to make an entry on a soldiei s record which will prevent further 
promotion us km. 3 to give a student in college a notification of 
academic deficiency us. 19s 4 to disp ay or wear prominently (a 
handkerchief or other symbol of sexual taste) us, ww 5 to wear an 
article of clothing signifying gang membership us. 1995. 6 to arrest 
us. 1927. 7 to fail (a test or course) us J9&5. 8 to skip, as in missing a 

flag country noun in the'US Navy, the area wfi@re : ao admiral works 

flag day noun the bleed period of the menstrual cycle us, ms 

flag football noun 11 ill 1.. 1 game of poker. In the 

US, flag football is played with a tame set of rules-which forbid 
most Cp|»l®cal contact associated with the garnets, s* 
flagging adjective said of a woman experiencing the bleed period of 
her menstrual cycle us 1954 
flag-off noun a commencemenl india, 2004 
flag^offvert, to start, to commence. From the usedf^-Jag to signal 

flagpole noun ihrase 'properly 

‘ saluting the flagpole’ (oral sex) 

flag's up! in circus and carnival usage, used for conveying that a 
meal is ready us mi 

flag unfurled noun 1 1 rid. Rhymir 11 1 placing the earlier 

sense (man of the world) uk, 1992 
flag up verb to draw attention to, to advertise uk. 2002 

flag-waver noun 1 1 using, pat.. , erformanceus, 1937. 

2 in horse racing, a horse that flicks its tail up and down while 

flah verb to h ive exual inte urse. The il ippears to be most 
commonly used \oijxV. Ireland, 2003 
flahulach adjective generous 1x7 

flail re/ifCTSiirf awkwardly us 1990 

flak noun abuse, criticism. I rom the original sense (anti-aircraft fire) 


flake noun 1 cocaine us. mi. 2 ihe shavings off a solid mass of crack 
cocaine us m3. 3 an unreliable, unstable person us, 1959. 4the 
planting 0! evidence on a suspected criminal us, 1973. 5 in the 
Maritime Provinces, a wooden radKfor drying fish Canada, m3 
flake verb 1 to plant evidence on a suspected criminal us, 1972. 2 to 
fall asleep; to pass out. Often used as the variant 'fldkefegf m, isss 
flake artist noun 1 ice fficer inclin I 1 plant evidence on a 
suspected criminal us 1973 

flaked adjective FLAKED OUT US, 1959 

flaked out adjective exhausted, unconscious us, ms 


erection {ef|be .penis), ttjyjsiing slang for 


flake off verb to go away us wsr 

flake off and die, dude! i ed in ll-purf e insult us isss 
flake out verb to cdllapseuk, rsc 

flakers adjective 1 EWZEALAND, 1978. 

2 tired, exhausted uk m7 

flakie noun ► take a flakie; throw a flakie to have a fit of 
temper, Glasgow slang imSCOMNo, m 
flak shack noun a military hospital or hospital ward where soldiers 
suffering from war-related psychological problems are treated us. 


flak trap noun 11 ic u the North namese in which anti¬ 
aircraft fire is withheld from the area of a downed IfSat&fSft until f 
the rescue aircraft get : fl%r us. ms 

flaky adjective inattentive li ractei n eliable n fudge suggested a 
connection between the adjective and cocaine, which was 'flaky' 
in-ffatyreos tg® 

flam noun a deceptive front LKylm, 
flam verb to swindle, to fool, to deceive uk mr 
flamage noun juter posting or 

internet discussion group us, 1991 

flame noun i a cigarette lighter us 1994. 2 an insulting or aggressive 
velapifQr internet dtscussian group posting. The collective nodiy^T 

FLAMAGE US, 1983 

flame verb t" | I nsulting pe inal attacks on others posting 
messages on an Internet bulletin board or in an Internet 
disfiuferani group,send-an insulting personal attack by e-mail... 
^foitwin earlier sense of simply 'insulting', in the absence of any 
computer technology £$-4® 

flamebait noun mi rg oste< in in Internet discussion group 
for the express purpose of soliciting Insulting messages us ms 

flame bath noun 111 I.. 5-gallon Irums of combustible 

liquids ®ifti a utility helicopter, followed by flares that ignite the 
fuel us,m 

flame cooking noun the process of smoking freebase cocaine by 
placing the pipe over a flame, 2002 

flamefest noun j inflammatory 

messages on an Internet tiiicc&ion group,us to 
flame-out noun 1 a complete 

failure of the ignition system white the car is operating us, ms. 

2 an empty petrol tank us, $0 

flamer nouni 1 I I 1 in ml 1 icuoi I m exual us, 1948. 2 an 
aicifl’ffltic drink which is set on fire in the glass (after the flames 
have been extinguished the fumes are inhaled before the drink is 
swallowed); an alcflhote drink which is set alight in ftftbrinker's 
mouth in the hope that fallowing puts the flame cjutw, 2001. 

3 an Internet user who posts vitriolic, insulting messages in 

flamethrower noun 1 in hot rodding and drag racing, an ignition 
system that has been great v enhanced us, ms. 2 a diesel truck 
with flames showing On the smokestack from an incorrect fuel-to- 
air ratio us 1971. 3 a cigarette dressed with cocaine and heroin uk 

flame war noun a virulent exchange of insulting messages in an 
Internet discussion groupd/S ws 

flaming adjective i (used of a homosexual) patently, obviously us mi. 

2 used as ah intensifier uk ws 
flaming asshole noun a truly despicable person us ms 
flaming coffin nickname a DH-4 bomber aircraft us, 1919 
flaming end noun a remarkable and pleasing thing or person uk. 19 83 
flaming fury noun 1 the ground, the 

contents of which are periodically set alight Australia, i960 
flaming hell! rement, etc A 

euphemism for fucking hell 1 1 ii 1 in a lit 11 elaboration of 
'hell' uk 1984 

flaming Nora! 1 "I 1 u misti repla ment for'flaming 
belli'. Coined for the racial tension situation comedy Love Thy 
Neighbour, 1972-76. The (Xgbkation Street character Jack 
Duckworth, since 1979, also uses the television-friendly term, 
hence its wider currency unmm 

flaming onion nickname the Ordnance Corps OfArmy. Frtiif-- 
the flaming grenade insignia us 1944 
flaming piss pot nickname il " li i i ; I the US Army. 

From the flaming gre nade nsignia us, mo 
flaming well adverb damned well Ausr/MtiA, mss. 

Flanagan & Allen; flanagan noun a gallon (of motor fuel) 

Rhyming slang, formed from the names of music hall comedians 
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flange noun i 2 

AUSTRALIA, 1985 

flange verb to walk along uk. 2002 
flange-head noun a Chinese person us. 1949 
flanger noun 111 1 irget h ting 1 In that rikes outside a close 
group of shots on the target us, 1957 
flanker noun 1 trick, a indie, a il I t riginally military; 

usually as 'do/play/pull/work a flanker' uk, 1923 
flannel noun empty and pretentious talk uk 1927 
flannel verb to flatter; to deceived wr 

flannelmouth noun a loudmouth; an insincere, silver-tongued talker 

'■AS, mi 

flannel-mouthed adjective thick-tongued, especially as the result of 

■{Jrlnkfcgip excess us; Is m 

flannel panel noun in a magazine, a list of who did what in that 
edition uk, 2002 

flannie noun a flannelette shirt Australia, 1996 
flanno noun a flannelette shirt Australia, 1996 
flanno adjective made from flannelette Australia, 1987 
flap noun 1 a di lu I 111 - 1 1 2 the mouth Australia, i960. 

3 the ear. As a plura it is often the nickname for men with large 
ears us 1977. 4 strands of hair that a semi-bald man may cultivate 
and style to lay over his naked pale us 1992. 5 a cheque. 
';|fjJiSrworki and prison,' iMSiSiralia, mss, 
flap verb 1 to be agitated; to panic, to dither us 1912. 2 while surfing, 
to make awkward flapping arm motions trying to gain your 
balance us, mi. ► flap skin to have sex us, 1990 
flapdoodle noun nonsense ‘iMwi 
flapjacked adjective drunk Us. 2002 
flapjaw noun a per 1 h 1 ill ince santly us mo 
flapper noun 1 the penis in a flaccid state us ras-o. 2 the ear us m3. 

3 a radio antenna us, 1976 
flapper steak noun a pig’s ear sandwich us, mi 
flapper track nickname track often 

used so that dogs could get ,1 ‘kill’ to sharpen their appetites 
before an w&Ial race Ireland, istz 
flapping track noun a small, unlicensed dog racing track uk, 1977 
flaps noun 1 the female breasts us m2. 2 the vaginal lips; the labia 
majora or m/non; Although there is son e evidence of 'flap' 
meaning 'the vagina 1 in Cl 7, it is long obsolete; this sense is a 
shortening ofthe n n 1 piss flaps >see: flap 
flare noun a type 1 ra In n inipul tit 1 1 t record to create a 
musical effect) that cuts out the middle of a sample. Named after 
, '-|kFlare who indented the move in the late 1980s<^;-aecfe 
flared adjective 1 drunk Canada, 1965. 2 angry us,- .1993 
flare kicker noun the crew member who operates an airship's flare 
dispenser us, 1997 
flares noun flared trousers vs, i9&t 

flash noun 1 a sudden onset of drug-induced effects us, 1946. 2 LSD 
us, 1994. 3 any centra nervous system stimulant uk. 1933. 4illicitly 
distilled alcohb) Used by British expatriates in Saudi Arabia uk mi. 
5 a revelation; an epiphany, a satori us, 1924. 6 in a striptease show, 
the stripper's entrarice onto the stage 1 is, mu 7 a large number of 
Small-denomination banknotes with a large-denomination note 
showing, giving the impression of a great deal of money UK ’996. 

8 inexpensive, showy jewellery 9 in inexpensive carnival 

prize that is so appealing that people Will spend great sums trying 
to win it us, 1927. 10 a soil of clolhes us raw. 11 the appearance of 
wealth or su ct 12 tals and 

detention cei 13 

in odds us ns/. ► bit of flash oslenlaiiou, ,1 superficial show uk 


flash verb 1 

usually clothed uk 1393. 2 to show off uk i / s 4. 3 lo show uk 1754. 

4 to display oflfic 1 il 1 I 1 1 5 while dealing blackjack in 

a casino, to briefly and unintentionally expose the down card us, 
1980. 6 to display prizes in a carnival game in order to attract 
customers us /■*«-. 7 to vomit us urn. 8 10 vomit after injecting 
heroin or while withdrawing from I leroin use (is 1957. 9 to inhale 
glue or industrial solvents Ini the psychoactive effect us mo. 10 to 
remember an event from the past in a sudden and powerful 
manner. An abbreviation of ‘1 ashback’ us ran. 11 to break light 
bulbs In their sockets, either as an act of vandalism or preparatory 
to a crime us, 195,3 12 lo ► flash a 

brown to dn | 11 1 1 1 1 I 1 buttocksNov 

Zealand, 1998. ► flash a joint to display prizes in a carnival game 
us 1968 . ► flash the ash u -1 1 demand that someone offer a 
cigarette. A variation of crash the ash; probably arose In the 1950s 
but now rare uk sm ► flash the cash to spend some money; 
to Qftet payffteht UK mo. ► flash the gallery; flash the range 
in prison, to use a small mirror to watch out for approaching 
guards win e conducting some prohibited activity in your cell us. 
loss ► flash the hash (0 vomil us ran. ► flash your ass to 
commit a fpigiar gaffe us. 1968 

flash adjective i 2 impudent, cheeky uk 

flashback noun 

rafter the effect ofthe drug has wdtn off us. mi 
flash-bang noun an explosive device designed to deafen and blind 
without otherwise injuring us, 1999 
flash cash noun a large, ostentatious bankroll us, 1979 
flash cloth noun colourful draping used in a carnival concession us, 

flash dough noun counterfoftiprttt us 1949 
flasher noun 1 i pe in ith a p hopathologi al need to expose 
his or her genitals( is. 1 ■ 2. 2 a casino dealer who inadvertently 
reveals his down cardbus r®r 

flash flood noun in poker, a sudden sequence of good cards us, mo 
flash Harry noun pensively accoutred man. 

The character of I lash Harry c eated by George Cole (b.1925) in 
the St Trinmns films|m«i-l§50s-mid-60s) is, perhaps, the most 
widely known popular usage - adding a shading of criminality 1 to 
the meaning; Sir Mafofrn Sargpfiyi895-1967), aieanductor 
noted tortus elegance and showmanship, is remembered by'$14 
nickname Rash 'Harry uk ’ 9 m 

flash house noun a room, apartment or house where amphetamine 
addicts gather to inject the drug us, » 
flash mob noun a large cr d that materialise in a pub place to 
perform a scripted action for several minutes before dissolving us, 

flash-mob verb lo take part in a flash mob uk 2004 
flash mobber noun a jfettfdpapt in a flash mob us 2003 
flash money noun 1 1 1 IL in a b nkroll intended for 

impressing, not spending us, mo 

flash onverbtt thin 1 ul ith rea 1 te 1 1 ind focus us ms 
flash paper noun \ iper that d e npletel ind quickly when 

exposed to water us 1973 

flash roll noun in banknotes 

with a large-denomination note showing, giving the impression of 
a great deal of money us, jssz 
flash trash noun a gaudy, cheap woman us m2 
flash up verb in 1 1 ind imival u e, 1 I embellishments to 
a piece of efottfsg us, mi 

flat noun 1 a flat era fo >e tor in h< cer ra <if a racecourse 
Australia isA, 2 in an illegal numbei gambling lottery, a bet that 
two digits will appear in the winning number us raw. 3a police 
officer Probably a shortening of flatfoot uk 1900. 4 good quality 
tobacco, as opposed to prisor issue tobacco Australia, 1902. s a case 
of beer containing 24 bottles Canada 2001. 6 a conventional, law- 
abiding, boring person uk 1753.1 a smooth-sided subway 
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(underground) carnage that lends itself to graffiti art us, 1997. 8 a 
credit card UK 1977 

Flat noun the season of flat hors# racing uk, mi 
flat adjective i w flat broke' us, 

1832. 2 (of a prison sentence) full, unqualified us, 1972. *(used of a 
bet) unvarying 111 amount us, 197s. ► that's flat; and that’s flat 
used for emphasis or for concluding a preceding remark. An early 
usage (late C16) can be found in act 1, scene 3 of Shakespeare's 
Henry IV&ejn 1 u&Ttm 
flat adverb COmglqteff fcS, 198? 
flat-ass adverb absolutely us ism 

flat-ass calm noun in obste ing h< onditior of the sea when 
#iere are no waves and no wind us m- 
flat-back verb 1 n 1 111 on Fr m the image of a 

prostitute having sex lying on her back us, i%7 
flat-back; flat-bottom adjective possessing modest buttocks trinidad 
AND TOBAGO, 1971 

flatbacker noun a prostitute of an undiscerning nature US '969 

flat blue; flat; blue flat noun a tablet of LSD us nn 

flatcatcher noun in horse racing, a horse that looks the part but 
-evaete actual achievement uk, im 

flat-chat adverb TRALIA, 1981 

flat chunks noun a combination of crack cocaine and benzocaine 

flat dog noun ‘bSlogpcys, isso 

flatfoot noun a pol ficer, f p I nr i igned on foot patrol 


flatfoot verb to walk us, 1974 

flatfooted adjective i your toes' us ms 

flat fuck noun sex without loss Of semen us- 1$ as 
flat-hat verb to fly very close to the ground al a high speed us, 1939 
flat joint; flat store noun an illegal gambling operation where 
players are cheated as a matter of course us, 1914 
flatkey noun a lin 1 e mile in hour peer nil A tei m borrowed 
from shortwave radio users (to depress Hie transmit switch) by 
.Citizens' band radio users, and then applied to the nearly universal 
road speed limit implemented iff the US attertfiesil embargo of 
file early 1970s us 1976 

flatline verb to 1 a medical monl- 

fsring device that indicates death-us to 
flatliner noun 1 a dead person; a dead thing. From flatline (to die). 
Flatliners is a 1990.film by Joel Schumacher in which five medical 
•^tudfejlts experiment with the line between life and death us, 1998. 

2 a mobile phone user who allows the phone s batteries to run 
down. A Manchester youth usage, from the sense 'a dead person', 
possibly, here, specif dally 'brain dead' uk mas. 3 in poker an 
unskilled and uninspired player, The moral equivalent of 'braid; , 
dead' us, 1996. 4 4-methylthioamphetamine, the recreational drug 
best known as 4-MTA uk 2004 
flat-out adjective absolute, complete us, 1959 
flat out adverb as fast as possible Australia, 1941 
flat out like a lizard drinking adjective going or working as fast as 
possible AUSTRALIA 1935 

flat passer noun shaved dice used in cheating schemes us, 1997 
flatroofer noun 11 I e , 1 ir 111 1 le >r ince 1 fishing boat ith a 
reduced satlihgkrig.tjr winterotAMDA 1955 
flats noun 1 the lowest tier of cells in a prison us. 197s. 2 dice, the 
.suffices of which have been altered for cheating-.us, wso 
flat-spot verb (used of a car for sale) to remain In one spot without 
being driven or even moved us, 1992 
flat-stick adjective very 

flat-strap adverb as/fiStas possible Ausfeftpt,Rite 
flatten out ran 1 erve a prison ser net t ipletel 


flattie noun 1 a flat tyre Australia, to 2 a flat-heeled shoe, as 
distinguished-.from the high-heeled Also as variant 'flat' uk 

flat tire noun 1 a shoe that has been forced off a person's heel by 
someone walking behind them us. 200. . 2 a sagging breast us 1997 
flattop noun an aircraft carrier Us i9« 

flatty noun 1 a r ently derogatory; extended 

by circus showmen from the (probably) now obsolete sense 'a 
rustic, an unitiated person', first recorded in 1859us 1933. 2 a 
person: who works in a flat joint (an illegal gambling opwiwi 
where players are cheated as a matter of course) us, mi. 3a 
uniformed pate officer -or-a plain-clothes officer ,j. 
recognisable as a foot-patrol officer. A variation of flatfoot us, is66. 

4 a flat-bottomed boat Australia, 1934. 5 a Flathead fish Australia, m2 
flat wheel noun a person with a limp us/im 
flatworker noun a burglar who specialises in flats (apartments) uk, 

flava noun style, especially when unique Also with more 
conventionally spelt variants, 'flavor' and 'flavour' us im 
flavour noun 1 in computing, a type or variety us. rasa. 2 cocaine us, 

flavourful adjective in corfop’iEjljlgi pleasing us, 1991 
flavour of the month noun the latest, short-lived trend or fashion 
w relationship. Derisive, even contemptuous; Originaltfonceived' 
as a marketing strategy for ice-cream' us, 1946 
flavour of the week noun the ties!, shot hvei trend or fashion or 
relationship km 

flawless adjective i flawed us, m2. 2 handsome us;- mi 

flea noun 1 some 1 10 has refused 1 iebt Australia, 1989. 

2 in American casinos, a gambler who plates very small bets us 
1985. 3 In the car sales business, a customei determined to spend a 
small amount of money but buy an excellent car us. 1953. 4 in a 
hospital, an fetetnistus, 1994 

flea and louse noun 1 1 down or 

unsalubrious. Rhyming slang uk is 59. 2 a brothel, a whore house. 
■Rhyming $(ang uk 2m 

fleabag noun 1 a I:' -cost run-d n motel 1 . boarding house or 

apartment us 1924. 2 a person dressed in old or dirty clothes; a 
smelly person uk u . 3 a drug user Canada 1994. 4a dishonest, 
disreputable carnival us, 19m 
fleabag verb to nag. Rhyming slang uk 1992 
fleapit noun a shabby cinema uk 1937 
flea powder noun weak and/or diluted heroin us, 1936 
fleas and itches noun notion pictures Rhyming slang Australia, wsz 
fleas and lice noun ice. Rhyming slangt/4 m2 
flea track noun a part in nth hair 1 land, 199s 
flea trap noun ; oarding house us, 

fleder deder noun a handicap Jamaica, 2002 

Flemington confetti noun / on bullshit; 

■rfi&f’dtheiFlemi’hgtd.n: stockyardsAfgBMUA mi 
flesh noun an ,n i h< i[ >ear n stage us, to 
flesh adjective in erforming live 

flesh agent noun a talent agent us, 1986 
flesh-coloured highlights noun baldness. Jocular m, 2001 
flesh market noun an area where prostitution and other sex 
businesses thrwe us, m7 

fleshmeet noun correspondents us 

flesh peddler noun r or agent us, 


flesh pit noun a bar or nightclub where people come in search of 
sexual partners us, 1991 
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fleshpot noun a brothel US. ioso 
flesh torpedo noun the erect penis UKi@0 
fleshy flute noun 11 peni E ially in the phrase playing a tune 
on the fleshj?-fiate' (oral sex) us. 2001 


supposedly lost wallet supposedly found ontte ground ri«tf if® 

flimflam verb to shortchange, to swindle us, mi 

flimflam man noun 1 nfden indler us, 1970 


flex noun cocaine m$ 

flex verb i to insult someone, to annoy, to frustrate uk 2004. 2 to 
•display power byastow of strength. From 'to flex your muscles' 
US. 1993. 3 to leave us, 1993 
flex adjective flexible US. 1992 

flexi-flyer noun in drag racing, a racing car with a long wheelbase 
with built-in flexibility to keep the wheels on die tracks us. /%s 

flick nouni 2 3 i, 

dismissal Short for flick puss Australia, m2 
flick verb 1 to reject Australia, m. 2 to turn back ot alter a car's 
mileometer (odometer) to increase resale value newzealand, mi. 

► flick someone's switch to sexually excite someone A play 
on turn on (to thrill) ijk mu. ► flick your bean (of a woman) to 
masturbate. Fairly conventional use of 'flick' (to move with the 
fingers) applied to bcan I itoris) »>i ► flick your Bic in 
trucking, to tap youi brakes at night signal ing to another driver. A 
borrowing from advertising for Bic™ cigarette lighters US, 1975. 

► flick your wick .land. 2002. 

► flick yourself off From the small 

movements necessary to manipulate die c itoris uk. 2005 

flicker noun a|§|p us 1926 

flick pass noun 1 arse. A 'flick 

pass' is a type of open-handed pass made in Australian Rules 
football AUSTRALIA. 1983 
flicks noun the cinema uk. 1927 

flid noun used as term ol playground abuse Derives from 
pronounced 'flidi?mitie-''u/c 19m 

flier noun 1 in sp rt r ver isl id in icket, a wift rate of 
scoring at the beginning of a match. A shortening of conventional 
'flying start', usually in the phrase 'off to a flier' uk rm. 2 in target 
shooting, a shot that strikes outside a close group of shots on the 
target us. 1957. 3 a prisoner who commits suicide by jumping or Is 
murdered by being thrown from the top tier of a prison us. 1942. 

► take a flier to leave us, 1914 

flies noun ► and no flies relieve the 

statement to t ►no flies on 

someone n omeone Australia, 

flight attendant noun 1 11 lata I concert, usually 

large and muscular, stationed at die barricades near the stage us 

flight deck noun the female breasts uk, mi 
flightie noun 1 j er n ha ill I e Highlands of 
Scotland from the urban realities of England in search of a rural 
dream. Derogatory. Probably from the verb 'to take flight' uk 
se'ormiD, 2004 

flight lieutenant Biggies noun ggle Rhyn ng slang, based 
(although wrongly ranked) on the flying-ace hero created by W.E. 
Johns in 1932 uk 2002 

flight lustre noun 1 1 1 n I 1 1 ncefo h h new recruits in 
lie Canadian Air Force are sent tqSarch Canada. 1995 
flight skins noun ifj&f flight pay US ms 
flight time noun in m 1 icir the 1 e time a car 
unintentionally spends in the air, usually upside down. Grim 
humour us, 1980 

fliknoun 1 • 1- 1 11 I 1 u in I 11 I 1 - >een changed for 
"humorous consumption fay science fiction fens us, mi 
flim noun a five pound note; the sum of £5 Originally an abbrevi¬ 
ation. (if 'flimsy', adjective and obsolete noun use for the earlyy 
large white banknotes UK istq 

flimflam noun 1 11 isense, | itiou I eptive nonsense. In 
conventional use until late C19 uk vs. 2 a swindle involving a 


flimflammer noun 1 indie 1 engage in I e flimflam swindle 
(a swindle involving a supposedly lost wallet supposedly form'd on 
the ground fitltthe victim)us 19a 
flimp verb to cheat 1 indie 11 letting t< underpay or offer bets 
at below the qijjs. From an earlier sense of 'theft by snatching'; 
ultimatfiyifrom west Flemish flimpe m the face) uk 

flimsy noun any order written on thin, onion skin paper. The orders 
were written on 'flimsy' paper, hence the nominalisation of the 
adjective us im 

fling noun 1 Mil te perl I I f-indulgent pleasures, 
especially sexual; a short-lived sexual liaison uk 1827 

fling verb ► fling a dummy to die suddenly uk mi. ► fling baby 

to undergo an abortion trinidadand tobago, 2003 
flinger noun 1 an impulsive [ >ker player hoi inclined to raise 
bets without regard to the quality of his hand us ms. 2 in target 
shooting, a shot Iptstrikes outside a close group of shots on the 
target us 1957 

fling-wing noun a helicopter us. mi 

Flintstones nickname i Hi i lore: force Fhe cartoon television 
series The FBApnes depicted a stone-age world in which C20: 
technology'is comically replaced by prehistoric ingenuity. As a : . 
nickname used fayffc US military it reflects the outdated 
'prehistoric' equipment and shortages of everyday supplies that 
force the UK forces to improvise and scrounge us 2003. 2 a variety 
of LSD. Identified by a pictu re of the cartoon characters the 
Rintstdnes created by William Hanna and Joseph Barbera in 1966; 
sometimes shortened uk vm 

flip nouni a condition of mental instability us, m3. 2 a person who 
has lost touch with reality us, m2. 3 an LSD experience us, 1992. 4 in 
trucking, a return trip as, 1971 . 5 a male homosexual who plays the 
passive role in sex us, 1992. 6 a police informer us, i%7 
Flip noun a Fil|ff| US, 1931 

flip verb i to become veiy angry 01 agitated; to go temporarily crazy 
us i 95 o. 2 to become enthusiastic and excited us, mo. 3 to induce a 
betrayal us 19S0. 4 lo betray; lo inform on us i960, s to gesture. As 
used in flip the bird (to raise the mice e finger) uk m2. 6 on the 
railways, to step aboard a moving train us n77. ► flip a bitch to 
make a u-turn us 21.no. ► flip a trick (of a prostitute) to have sex 
with a customer. Far less common than to 'turn' a trick us 1979. 

► flip the bird I middle finger 

us 1968. ► flip the bishop te. Plays on 

flip as euphemistic fuck and, conventionally, as a 'manipulation'. 

A variation of bash the bishop 1 11 tsturl ite > ► flip the 
bone to extend the mice e finger in a rude gesture of defiance us 
1957. ► flip the grip to shake hands us, 1945. ► flip the lip to 
talk us 1947. ► flip your gut to evoke sympathy or sadness us 
1997. ► flip your lid; flipflop your lid to lose emotional control 
us i96i. ► flip your stick to move yocr penis during an all-cavity 
► flip your wig lo lose your mental 

composure us 1959 

flip adjective pleasant, fashionable, popular us, ms 
flip euphemistic replacement for some noun and most verb senses 
of Tuck' UK 1956 

flip act noun feigned insanity us. «7 

flipflap noun In JS, 1981 

flipflop noun 1 a sandal that is not bound to the foot, usually worn 
around a swimming pool cm ;he sound mace when wa king on 
concrete us, mo. 2 a return journey us, um, 3 a traffic lane 
designed for turning around. Detroit usage Us 1997 
flip-flop verb 11 lange positions on a politi tl issue or issues in 
response to changing pul I pinion 21 I 1 11 

sexuals) to reverse sexual roles after sexual satisfaction is achieved 
by the active partner ( is. 1 ■ 1. 3 lo have sex with both men and 
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flip-flopping | flookum 


women us. 1992. 4 (used of two homosexuals) a reversal of sexual 
refeiiS m 

flip-flopping noun changing positions 'isffejh issue pr issues os, was 
flip off! go away!; used as a euphemistic replacement for 'fuck off!' 

flipped adjective smart, attractive uS. ms 

flipper noun 1 the hand uk . 1812. 2 to a lineman in American football, 
the forearm us. /%/. 3 the ear us, 1905. 4 a temporary partial denture 
used to mask the absence of a single tooth or several teeth, 
especially with child actors. Technically known as a 'stayplate', it 
flips in and out. of die child's mouth us 1999. s a friend uk, 1970. 6 a 
.crirninfhwho informs on friends and: associates to reduce his own 
sentence or to completely avoid charges us, 1 997. 7 in the television 
and film industries, a section of set that can be easily replaced uk, 
i960. 8the game of pinbal us 19 1 9 in hot rodding, a hubcap us 
loss. 10 a turn signal in a truck or car us 1976 
flippers noun anchovies us, 19% 

flipping adjective used as an Tlsnsiuer Since about 1940 the 
commonest of all euphemisms for fucking in the UK, as in the 
common exclamation of disgust 'Fhpotpg 'ecki' (flicking hell!), 
often used unwitting of the term it disguises u< 
flippy adjective eccentric, crazy us, ms 

flip-side noun 1 the everse ie of a vinyl record From the action 
of flipping the disc over us 1949. 2 the opposite of something. A 
figurative application of the ear ler sense as 'the reverse side of a 
record' us m7. ► on the flip-side later §$.!$. 2002 
flip top noun 1 the t ; I 1 111 1 I III erage that peels 
open without, resort to an opening device us cm. 2 a truck cab 
that tilts up to expose the engine us, im 
flip-wreck noun 1 habitual ma ml 1 1 ef rring to the supposed 
damaging effects of masturbation Australia, 1950 
flit noun 1 an effeminaf tomosf 1 1 nale 2 a discreet and 

hurried departure to avoid debts. Probably from moonlight flit uk 
1952. 3 any insecticide in a spray can A generic use, from the trade 
naftjS'Of an insecticide otn/dadmjd tobago, ete 
flitters noun tatters Ireland, r 989 

fliv verb in circus and carnival usage, to fail or to perform poorly us 

flivver noun an old, worn car, especially a Ford car. The term was, by 
.§te early 1980s, chiefly associated with the early model'Btfif tears, 
and had $tus become histeJeal'iS, we 
flix noun photographs. Possibly a variation of flicks (the cinema) us 

FLKnouna strange-looking child; a funny-tooking kid. British medical 
slangus rssr 

flo noun 1 a variety of marijuana 2001. 2 a young person Canada, 1991 
float noun 1 eated by the salesman 

collecting it as a short-term loan 1 s m . 2 a tyre ns, 1976. 3 military 
duty on board a ship. Vietnam war US Marines usage us m 
float verb 1 in the gambling game 1 -u[ 1 1 ; the coins so that 

they only give the appearance of spinning xustralia, ms. 2 to eat 
► float a log to defecate uk ms. 

► float a sausage to the seaside to defecate into a sewage 
system. The phrase may have originated in the comic Viz uk, 2002. 

► float dice 1 frop di uspected 0 taving been weighted 
into a glass of water it' see if they roll over on one side us, 1997. 

► float someone's boat 1 plea 11 ne; 1 make someone 

happy us, rase ► float the gears t using the 

clutch us: me' 


i8S9. 8 a person who is a poor credit risk because of constantly 
changing employment us, 1975. 9 an early release from jail, usually 
with an order to leave town immediately us 1 9u. 10 a river-rafting 
enthu r r 11 

that can support the weight of a person in the water us, ms. 12 a 
big, buoyant surfboard us, urn. 13 a pinball machine which Is 
nearly level, lacking the playfield pitch needed for a good game. 

The feet that the playfield rs nei%.fevel makes it seem as iftjpk 
ball floats on the playfield us, 1977. 14 in the gambling game two- 
up. a Coin which does.ftpfspin properly and so is illegal Australia 
1944. is in the television and film industries, .1 section of set that 
can be easily replaced uk mo. 16 a mistake UK 1913 
floaties noun (used i 11 1 1 floatir in the sea us, 1991 

floating adjective 1 m 11 n 1 ettled in 1 lefinite place. Almost 
always applied to .in 1 lega crap game that moves from location to 
location us, mo. 2 drunk or marijuana-intoxicated us, ms 
floating chrome noun ,1. conmerical [ruck embellished with a lot of 
extra chrome is, m 

floating shotgun noun a rocket-armed landing craft. Korean war 
■usage 

float-out noun a jail sentence suspended confingent upon the 
criminal leaving tfiwtius ises 

floats noun dice that have been hollowed out to affect their balance. 
■(Because mosrttc&t^ed in casinos are now transparent, the 
practice and term are almost obsolete us 1950 
flob verb to spit. Noted at a time when punks showed appreciation 
'Of their musical heroes by expectorating atfhe stage uk, fm : 
flock noun a group of unskilled poker players us, 1996 
flockatoon noun in 11 tspe area, ar event it which people 

get happily drunk Canada, r 992 

flog noun la prostitute Australia, 1967. 2 an act of male masturbation 
AUSTRALIA, I98S 

flog verb i to endo e promo to ■ II. 2 to sell, especially 
illicitly uk 1925. 3 40 with much effort uk 

1925. 5 to have sex a re \ma ; ra; 6 111 dr; g rat ing, hot rodding and 
motor racing, to push the car to its limit or beyond us 1993. 

► flog a dead horse in »■ if lend to little or no purpose uk 
1872. ► flog the bishop 1 ation on 

bash the bishop (to masturbate) using conventional 'flog' (to beat); 
note the synonymous 'flog youi donkey' and 'flog your mutton' 
werecoinedar iround 1 1 1 time ► flog the infidel 

(of a male) to masturbate us. 2010. ► flog your chops to wear 
yourself out Australia, mis. ► flog your dong (used of a male) to 
masturbate us, 1994. ► flog your dummy (used of a male) to 
masturbate us, 1922. ► flog your guts out to wear yourself out 

flogged adjective drug-intoxicated us, 1949 

flogging adjective damned. Used as an lalensiiier. A euphemism for 
FUCKING AUSTRALIA, 1955 

flog Off verb to new Zealand. ms 

flog on verb to surf the Internet for masturbatory inspiration. Puns 
'flog', the root verb of many term&fbrmasturbation, with 'log on',... 
•"■ft jargon for connecting to the Internet new Zealand, 2002 
flo is coming to town used as a code phrase for the bleed period 
of the menstrual cycle US 2$ 

Flo Jo nickname F >98), a sprinter 

whose style and speed dominated the 1988' Olympics us im 
flood rert i to experier il II 1 per I f the menstrual cycle, 
used especially of a heavy flow ( is, i us. 2 (used of professional 
wrestlers) to rush into the ring or arena in large numbers US) 1992. 

3 to wear trousers that don’t reach die shoes us, ms 


floater noun 1 ater us, im. 2 a 

particle of food floating in a bottled drink (having been washed 
into the bottle as 1; was being drunk from)ui Scotland, ms. 3 in 
circus and carnival usage, a.sliee of imitation fruitfloating on?^ 
top of imitation fruit juice US, mi. 4 a meal pie served with pea 
gravy Australia. 1915. s the recreational drug methaqualone, best 
known as Quaaludes™ us 1997. 6 a person who is temporarily 
assigned to one job or another™ us, 1 m. 7 a migratory worker us 


floodgates noun ► floodgates open up ftg'ttdeftpeuod of the 
menstrual cycle commences us, 2001 
floods noun long trousers that are too short or shorts that are too 

flooey adverb awry 

flookum noun lly flavoured 

and coloured 'frc^.'lfinkr the syrup used to make the drink us, 1 966 
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floor noun used as a figurative or notional description of the place 
vvhere out-of-work workers wait for a job referral at a union hiring 
hall us, m2. ► on the floor | i i _ no also serves as a 

metaphor uk, rare. ► take off the floor to remove a prostitute 
from: service in astetfoete im 
floor verb it 2 ush a vehicle's 

accelerator to the floorboard us. 1953 
floor box noun jal transmission us 

floorburners noun shoes us. 1972 

floor lamp noun a woman actor with good looks but not blessed 
with acting ability us, 1973 

floor liner noun t slang uk, 2003 

floor-pop noun in the car sales business, a customer who walks into 
't|e showroom US, is&s 

floor whore noun an aggressive retail salesperson us. 2001 

floor work noun 111 1 iii" 1 1 1.. made on the 

floor simulating sexual intercourse, offering strategic and gripping 
views as the dancer moves ih# .legs us. ims 
flooze noun a woman or girl us, 19a 

floozie; floozy; floosie; floosy noun a woman, especially one with 
lew sexual inhibitions; a prostitute us, 1902 
flop noun 1 a place to spend the night us. wo. 2 a house or garage 
where criminals escaping from the scene of a crime can safely 
hide themselyfS-or store weapons, tools and stolen property, thus 
leaving their own Ilomes uncompromised up 1977. 3 a drunk 
sleeping in public us. 1949. 4 a complete, disma failure us, 1919. sa 
demotion us 1973. 6 the denial of a release on parole by a prison 
parole board us, urn. 7 an arrest, conviction and/or imposition ofa 
prison sentence us mi. 8 in hold 'em poker, hie first three cards 
deal I face-up in Ihe cenlre of the lable us, 1990. 9 in a dice game, a 
roll of the dice r is, m2. 10 the ear us 1945 
flop verb 1 to reside temporarily; to stay overnight us, 1907. 2 to go to 
sleep us 1936. 3lo fail completely us, 1900. 4 in police work, to 
demote in rank or assignment us 1970. 5 in bar dice games, to 
shake the dice inffcedicecup and then r§i:|bgm onto a surftBe 


flop box noun a hotel ro m, a bedi n, lodgir A variation of 
flop (a place to sleep) us. 1976 

flophouse noun 1 an inexpen > hodd tattered, dirty place to 
stay, catering to transients us, r 909. 2 a brakevan (caboose) us 1977 
flop joint noun a flophppse US. r928 

flop on noun the pen that ha x m mil hen an erection is 
to be preferred u«j m3 

flopper noun 1 the arm us 1945. 2 a person who feigns having been 
struck by a car in hope of collecting insur; nee payments from the 
driver us m2. 3 a modified stock car in which the entire fibreglass 
body lifts from the front to gain access to the engine-arid driver 

flopperoo noun a failure:®; Wi 

flopper-stopper noun 

flopping adjective damned. Used as an intensifies A euphemism for 
FUCKING AUSTRALIA, 1969 

floppy noun a black person An insulting term that is likely to have 
been military slang In Rhodesia south Africa, 197s 
flop sweat noun 1 | 1 11 1 1 ' in n | i bi I ity of failure, 

Whether or not actual perspiration is involved us, 1966 
floptrips noun ii i m f on-line poker, a hree-of-a-kind after the 
flop (the initial deal of three cards), 2003 
Florida Hilton nickname the federal prison camp at Eglin Air Force 
Base, Egliri, Florida us, 1974 
Florida snow noun cocain%Mi04 

floss nouni cotton candy. The spun sugai is known as 'candyfloss' 
in the UK but not known as such. Id the US, making what would 
be a simple UK abbreviated form to be a piece of slang iff the US 
us, i960. 2 a thong-backed bikini bottom us, 1991 


floss verb i to behave with ostentatious style and flair us 2002. 2 to 
show off us, 1999. 3 to wear expensive clothes and jewels. Used by 
.jsrbar? black youths tm, 2 m 

flossie noun male uk, 1974 

flossing adjective excellent us, 2001 

flossy adjective 1 in circus and carnival usage, showy us; uus. 

2 excellent US, fmjb 

flotsam noun new or unskilled surfers in the water Barbados, 1977 
flotty noun a hat that, by the inclusion of a little cork in a zippered 
pocket, is designed to float south Africa, 2000 
flounder noun a native of Newfoundland us, 1949 
flounder and dab noun a taxi. Rhyming slang for 'taxi-cab'; gener¬ 
ally abbreviated to 'flounder' uk, ms 
flour mixer noun 1 ; for 'shixa' 

(shikse); employed by Jewish Cockneys uk mi. 2 a female shop 
assistant pr domestic worker. A nuance of the rhyming slang for a 
'Gentile woman' uk 1977. 3 an inoffensive man, especially one who 
is a clerk. Extended from the previous senses which are specifically, 
of a woman, uk 1977 

flow nouni the style in which a rap artist creates lyrics and/or 
performs. 'Flow' b awjfojsed to express a quality .ffjbnvention- 
al poetry us 1995. 2 money An abbreviation of the conventional 
'cash flow' us,sim 

flower noun 1 a male h mosexual 211 irijuana uk ms. 3 in 

poker, a land made up of cards of the same suit. Conventionally 
known as a 'flush' 1988 

flower-bed verb 1 iri 1 11 I ith the ri 1 heels on the hard 
shoulder Of the road, kicking up dust us 19m 
flower child noun 1 1 rticif nf 1 11960 ith m< emenf 
promoting peace and love.children used marijuana 
(flower) and other drugs a§,a<% expression of their culture, and 
distributed ordinary flowers as symbols of their beliefs.. Iri its 
usage 'flower children' meant 'marijuana users'; theumilia 
adopted the more openly cultivated flowers as the image to f$Bt> 


flowered up adjective intoxicated on drugs, especially marijuana, 
possibly MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy uk 

flower flipping noun MDM- I recreationa lru best known as 

flower key noun in computing, hie comma key on a Macintosh 
computer us. mi 

flower patch noun a woman's vulva and pubic hair us, ms 
flower pot noun 1 lelmet. Biker 

(motorcyle) usage us, 2001. 2 a cot Rhyming slang uk. 1992. 3 in 
ettjdtfte line work, a pad-mount transformer us, m> 
flower pot adjective 1 • e peciall in the < >nte t ofa hot (severe) 
reprimand. Rhyming slang uk 1992 
flower power noun the hum 11 u reed 1 hilosophy of the 
hippie movement, based on drugs, sex, music, non-violence and a 
rejection of||lpings material us, wr 
flower-power suit noun x im uflaged n it nil Anarmyterm. 

'Make love not war’ shot through with irony uk 1984 
flowers; monthly flowers noun the bleed period of the menstrual 
cycle. From Latin fluoi tin flow) via I rench fleurs (flowers); In con¬ 
ventional usage fR30iCl5 to mid-C19 uk 2002 
flowers and frolics noun the-testicles 4thyif|ng slang for bollocks 
recorded as Atslo-lrtsh* 59® 

flower sign noun 1 " 1 1 1 hospif I patient's bed seen by 

medical staff as a sign that the patient has a supportive family uk 


flowers of spring noun used condoms in a sewage system us, 1973 
flower tops noun marijuana From ihe most potent part of the 
JpigrifUS 1969 
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flowery dell; flowery | fly 


flox; floxy noun 'moxy' uk 2003 

floxen noun a group f horn - 1 1 1 len II e plural of'flox', 
recorded in contemporary gay usage UK socb 
flu; ’flu noun nfluenza A colloquial shortening uk 1339 
flub verb to botch us. uk,. ► flub the dub to masturbate us. 1922 
flubadubnoun a fool. From the name of a puppet on the Howdy 
B^O0yStmwus,:0s; 

flube tube noun 1 nil 11 ill illed th ented cloth that 
masks the smell of exhaled marijuana smote us. 2003 
flue noun 1 a room us, 1222. 2 a confidence swind e involving money 
in an envelope; the envelope used in the swindle os, ?9®. 3a 
prison warder Rhyming slang-for screw (tpfison warden uk. 19%. 

4 the stomachic; 1946 

fluey adjective characteristic of or characterised by, influenza ore m9 
fluff noun 1 a woman, especially an attractive woman of no further 
consequence than her sexual availability. Usually used with 'a bit 
of or 'a piece of, Combines the sense as 'pubic hair’, with an 
image of 'fluff as something of no consequence Not kind UK W3 
2 the female pubic hair An otherwise obsolete usage that survives 
in the term bit of fluff, uk 1937. 3 an effeminate lesbian us. 1972. 

4 to a homosexual who practises s; do-masochism, a homosexual 
of simpler tastes us, sa mistake in the delivery of theatrical 
lines, also in broadcasting; a minor mistake when playing music. 
Originally 'lines imperfect y learned uk mi. 6 in the television and 
film industries, a flubbed itnectdiafogueyK i960 
fluff verb 1 to perform oral e on in tie pornography performer 
who is about to be filmed so that he will enter the scene with-a 
full erection us. 1977. 2 10 make a mistake in ,1 theatrical perform¬ 
ance, such as by mispronouncing or muddling words; likewise in 
broadcasting; also in musical performance, by playing the wrong 
note, etc uk so 3 to fart. Juvenile origins in few Zealand 
schoolboy 'fluffing contests' and US 'laying a fluffy'. Possibly from 
U&bialect fluff (a slight -explosion), or "fluff (a mistake). UK usage 
is nursery and childish m wzealand. 1944. 4 to ignore; to discard us, 
1959. 5 to fail (an examination) us. 1955 
fluff and buff noun a t ill lii 1 battl li utility uniform with 
buff-polished boots, the standard umftifflStfthe US Airborne us, 

fluffed adjective 1 ( 2 

the previous sense uk 1999 

fluffer noun in the r 11111 1 1 1 11 raphi film, a person 

employed to bring,the on-camera male performers to a state of 
sexual readiness. Extension of the conventional sense of 'fluff (to 
make'lillar or plumper) Us, am 
fluff girl noun a fltrfff r us 1991 

fluffie; fluffy noun m 1 n-_ 1 ,| na ti st with a belief in 

peaceful protest UK, mi 

fluff off verb i to dismiss, to reject us 1944. 2 to evade work or duty 

fluff stuff; fluffy stuff noun srfc*j(#; im 


fluids and electrolytes conference noun used in a hospital as 
humorous code for .1 drinking party to be held on hospital 
■grounds as » 


fluke verb to do a thing well by accident uk, i 
fluked out adjective drug-intoxicated us, 1952 
fluke out verb to become drug-intoxicated u; 


fluking iron noun in feneir ir | - I 11 1 in u tir 

that fluke (luck) rather than skill is required when engaging with 
jsueh -weapons uk 19B8 

fluky; flukey adjective more by luck thar 1 design Australia, w 
flummox verb to perplex, to ppflfuse us. 1834 
flummy dumm noun in Newfoundland, a hunters' and trappers' 
bread canaoa, i9ss 

flunk noun a locked and foil ilw mpartmen ithin a safe us 1928 
flunk verb to completel ind 11- ibly fail an examination us 1837 

flunkey and lackey noun Afro Aslan 

immigrant; loosely, any native 0! the Indian subcontinent. 
iRhymmg slang for paki uk 1992 

flunk out verb to leave an educational establishment as a result of 
feiting your examinations is tsea 

flunky noun menial jobs. In 

Vfhe US, originally a work camp waiter or assistant cook, and 
usually not quite as harsh as Partridge's 'parasite' or 'toady' uk ms 
flunky verb to nt us. 1968 

flurry noun a flourish Barbados ixs 

flush verbi to dra I i back int 1 in Drug users' term uk 
1978. 2 to leave work us mi. 3 to fail (a lesl or course) us no. 

► flush the john in a casino, to play slot machines us on 

flush adjective n exception to 

tjfeqfjie uk m 

flush bucket noun in motor racing 1 trburettor that feeds the 
engine more of the air/ffi#t (mixture if*®) it can use«|.J9M 
flute noun 1 1 1- -1 11 11 He |- iii 11 n ' oral sex. 

Variations include 'flesh flute', 'living flute', one-holed flute, silent 
flute, skin flute; also pink oboe; the sense compares with Romany 
haboia (a hautboy, an early oboe). There are arguable examples in 
A Midsummer Night's Dream, 1600 (or earlier) and Anthony and 
Cleopatra, 1606-7 Of Shakespeare punning on 'flute' as 'penis'. If® 
more general usage in the Cl 8 ( w mi. 2 a soda bottle filled with 
alcoholic drink us, 1971. 3a car radio. I rom the language of car 
1968 

flute around verb to waste time, to be unresolved in action irlland, 

flute player noun a person who performs oral sex on a man us mo 
fluter noun a male homosexual us, m2 

fluthered adjective IRELAND, 1992 

flutter noun a small bet. Originally meant 'a good try' uk 1874 

flutter bum noun a good-looking and popular boy. feen slang us, 1955 

flutter-finger noun 

car racers), a person ftfig-fluctuates speed constantly us. tm 
fly noun an attempt; a try. Usually in the phrase 'give somethinga 
fly' Australia, 1915. ► on the fly ' i 1 11 1 aid of a moving 

train that is boarded us 1977 

fly verb 1 to act cautiously us 191,5. 2 to sneak a look Jamaica, 2003. 

► be flying it I 

in the present parti pie n ► fly a desk of an 

military uk 1251. ► fly a kite 1 to tentatively reveal an idea as a 
test of public opinion uk Leu. 2 to pass a worthless cheque uk 1227. 
3 in prison, to write a letter; to smuggle correspondence in or out 
of prison us, i960. ► fly aeroplane lo slant: up Singapore. 2002. 

► fly by the seat of your pants 10 ndempi y unfamiliar task 

and improve as you continue I rom aircraft pilots' original use as 
'to fly by instinct' uk mo. ► fly in ever decreasing circles 
until he disappears up his own asshole (among Canadian 
military personnel) to exhibit much ineffective activity while being 
anxious canal ► fly light 1 1 al break us. 

1946. ► fly low 1 to drive (a truck) at a very high speed us. 1971. 

2 to act cautiously us ms. 3 to have one's trouser fly unbuttoned 
or unltppfd Canada, 1989. ► fly Mexican Airlines; fly Mexican 
Airways to smoke marijuana and experience euphoric effects. 
From flying (experiencing the effects of drugs) plus Mexico which 
-has long been considered a major source of fine quality cannabis, 





fly | flying ten 


262 


such as Acapulco gold, us vm. ► fly off the handle to lose your 
temper; to lose selfcontrol us ms. ► fly right to behave in a 
manner appropri tel the tualioi ► fly the bean flag 

to be experiencing the bleed period of the menstrual cycle (A 1954. 
► fly the flag to appeal ugainst a 1 1 h n hope of a 
reduced sentence Australia, 1975. ► fly the kite to defraud, to 
cheat, especially by passing a fraudulent cheque or by obtaining 
and dishonouring a credit arrangement ijk v-xis. ► fly the mail to 
drive (a truck) very Iasi us 191,1. ► fly the red flag to experience 
the bleed period th nenstrual le ► fly the rod to 

gesture with the middle finger, rough v conveying 'fuck you!' us 

mss. ► fly without a licence " . an undone 

trouser fly. Generally juvenile us 1977 
fly adjective 1 good, pi in fashi table. A term which has enjoyed 
three bursts of popularity - in Hie swing jazz era of the late 1930s, 
the emergence of black exploitation films in the early 1570s, and 
with the explosion ©f hip hap Culture in the 1980s us, 1879. 

2 cunning, devious; artful, knowing I rom Scottish dialect fly (sly, 
smarting ; 724. 3 cunningly discreet A slight variation of the pre¬ 
vious sense uk 2000 4 in the youth trend lor 'souped-up' moton 
scootering, daring, dangerous, clever uk 20m. s aware of what is 
6 

dishonest TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 2003 
flybait noun i an unattractive gal t is. 1947. 2 a corpse us 1992 
fly baker; fly bravo vert 1' >- | 1 1 il II -d penod ofthe 

menstrual cycle. In the phonetic alphabet from 1941-56 'baker' 
was given fer 'B', from 1956 to date 'bravo' is used; in naval 
signalling to fly the flag representing 'B' means 'I am taking ofejj.,, 
carrying or discharging dangerous goods'; a large red flag is flown 

fly ball noun in handball a shot pi ed ffthf front wall before it 

hits ihe ground os two 

fly beer noun in H r 1 1 iiiin 1 I 11 - >eer f potatoes and hop 
yeast, and molasses or sugar and water Canada, 19 59 
fly-blown adjective penniless Australia, m 
flybog noun jam Australia, 1920 

flyboy noun 1 a military aviator us, 1937. 2 in drag racing, a hobbyist 
who confines their passion to weekend racing. Punning on the 
1940s 'aviator' sense ofthe term us, 1955 
fly-by noun an no damage us 


fly-by-night noun 1 rson wh Inn R 1 1 ling slang for tight 
( tipsy) uk. 19921 

fly-by-night adjective unreliable; likely to disappear us. 1914 
fly-by-nights; fly-be's noun lifgtjJ-tJf 1979 
fly cemetery noun a currant pudding uk 1963 
fly chick noun an attractive woman us. ms 
flyer noun 1 a chan e r gamble 111 riginal 1 financial specu¬ 
lation. Also spelt 'flier' us, 2001. 2 a conversational line used to start 
conversation when seeking ,1 sexual encounter us 1972. 3 a person 
who threatens to or has jumped#! his death t§(fest 
fly-fishing position noun in fencing, an unconventional guard pos¬ 
ition used by some epeeni.s. I rom Hie image of a fisherman 
casting uk, 1988 

fly-fly boy noun a military aviator os,.w9 

fly gee noun in ircu 1 I mi 1 1 1 1 A- moaotic sophisti¬ 

cated man with a flexible approach to the truth us mi 
fly girl noun an attractive, sexually alluring young woman us. vm, 
fly-in noun an extra gant par >r horn exual nen in which men 
fly in to the parly from all parts ofthe country us. 
flying adjective i r- p-im i i pit ii hi id altering effects 
of a drug A shortened form ol 'flying high' or 'flying in the 
clouds' us, 1942 2 making great progress, doii g exceedingly well 

IRELAND, 1992. 3 in poket kill, US 111 a III house US, 1967 
flying a noun an - remel bno i person I he'a'is usually 
understood as asshole us, 1968 


flying arse noun nothing at all, the very least amount. A variation of 

flying banana n/rtnamei a militar rans; ri lelicopter, especially 
the Piasecki HRPus, 1950. 2 an H-21 helicopter. Vietnam war usage 
cj«jtliy variant 'banana' us. i$$? 

flying boxcar nickname a transport aircraft, especially a C-119 us 19is 
flying brick noun any heavy aircraft that is difficult to control us 1944 
flying brickyard n/c/rname the Orbiter i - luttle. A derisive 
reference to the 34,000 heat resistant tiles designed to protect the 
craftd'uring re-entry to the earth's atmosphere; construction 
began in 1975, and the first mission was flown in 19881s, tm 
flying carpet noun a an allusion 

to the large number ol immigrant drivers us, 1997 
flying coffin noun any dangerous aircraft, such as a glider used by 
paratroopers. A reference to the g iders vulnerability to artillery us 

flying douche noun ► take a flying douche used as an intense 
expression' Of 'gotpfiffeir us ms 

flying duck used for all senses of 'fuck'. Rhyming slang uk 1992 
flying Dutchman noun.ar^ajgdealerus, 1992 

Flying Edsel nickname >see: EDSEL 

flying firetruck noun 1 I ing il ry least imount. A barely 
euphemistic variation of flying fuck uk , 2003 
flying flapjack nickname the XF5 id-1 experimental military hovering 
aircraft us, 1973 


flying fox noun I- 1 1 in rtransf ting goods across 
rivers, ravines, or the like Australia, 1901 
flying fuck noun 11 I 1 it all, the very least am unt. Usually 
couched In the negative us vm, ► take a flying fuck get lost! 

US, 192s 

flying fuckland noun a fant Id; u i for re istering disbelief 


flying gas station; gas station in the sky nickname a KC-135 
aircraft used for inflight refue ing of jet aircraft us 1991 
Flying Horsemen n/rtname during the ir in ietnam, the First Air 
Cav ilry Division An elite ret onnaissance unit us, ras9 
flying Jenny noun a US'Wpy shortwave radar set rstz 
flying lesson noun 1 

practice of pushing suspected V'e; Cong 01 captured North 
Vietnamese soldiers from he icopters to their death us mi. 2 the 
act of throwing a-jJ^Mfcbr guard omCWpkiier in a prison 
cellblocfcUS 1992 

flying orders noun nslrucfons given to a truck driver by a 
dispatcher us, f mi 

flying Oscar nickname ter, the US 

Army's prime cargo helicopter in Vietnam So named because of 
the likeness to an Oscar Meyer™ hotdogus, m 
flying pasty noun rement raj I 1 1 In n from a prison 
window. The term survives where modern sanitation is not easily 
available uk 1996 

flying prostitute nickname 1 I 1 1 1 1 111 ill Like the lady of 

the night, the B-26 had no visible means of support us, 1943 
flying saucer noun a morning glory seed, thought to have 
psychoactive prapertiesips' 1971 
flying saucer cap noun a military sen/ice cap iJS m 
flying sheep's dickmxm nothing at all, die very least amount uk 

flying sixty-nine noun mutual and simultaneous oral sex . A vari¬ 
ation Of SOIXANTE-NEUF UK, 1984 

flying squad noun.a ji^t-moving ; versatile group us, t%7 

flying telephone pole; telephone pole nickname a sdrSce-to-air 
missile, espec ially an SA-2 Vietnam war usage us 1977 

flying ten noun moldierwhen 

newly assigned to a base us, me 
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Flying Tiger Air Force | food chain 


Flying Tiger Air Force noun i I n in mercenaries 

who flew air raids in support of Chiang Kai-shek's losing effort on 
mainland Chiracs mn 

flying triangle noun LSbiiii 2003 

flying twenty-five noun a pay advance in the military us, wk 
flying wedge noun iped formation, 

advancing rapidly into a crowd A practice and term used by 
police, security workers and American football players us, ism 
fly in the ointment noun ,1 hing 1a p il the perfection of a 
finished article. Gf biblical inspiration (Ecclesiastes 10:1) Uk rm 
fly in the sky noun an aircraft, especially a police helicopter us, rezs 
Flynn ► in like Flynn 1 easily, quickly, without effort us. 1945. 2 in 
poker, said of a player who bets before it is his turn us, 1951 
fly-over noun the inability of a mail plane in rural Alaska to land and 
deliver maibt?S.ss)i#- 

fly's eyes noun the t ticl nia >0 i through tight pants. It can 
also refer to the act of a male exposing his testicles by pulling his 
underwear tightly between ftgrn with the cb|ect rtf terrorising 
people Writhe spectacle Australia. 2000 
flyspeck noun Tasmania. A reference tocfficssize Of Tasmania relative 
to mainland Austral '^Australia, race 


flyspeck 3 noun any miniscule, unreadable font us >991 
fly-trap noun the mouth uk 1795 

fnarr! fnarr! used 1 pr ing amu ment it i double entendre. 

A rote catchphrase response that, for a while, threatened to replace 
actual laughter wittyyoung people uk, 1997 
FNF noun used by pri n officer to tegorise prisoners who are 
held as a result of a Friday nigjitsfercation, An initialisrrr of 
'Friday night fracas' uk, im 

FNG noun a newly arrived soldier in Vietnam. A fucking new guy' us, 

fnudgernoun 1 [mi 1 1 heat t marl il.ancing over the 

shooting line. Perhaps an alteration of 'fudge' Australia, 1974 
FOAD used as shorthand in Internet discussion groups and text 
messages to mean 'racfcaff <?ttd tfie’ us, 2 002 
FOAF noun a f ource for an 

iiftoi) legend oifMjer apocryphal story u$. mi 
foaklies noun inexpensive imitations of Oakley™ sunglasses us, 2003 
foam noun bser es 1908 

foamer noun 1 a railwa fan I 1 1 1 1 is obsessive us, 

2004. 2 a glass of beer us, 1959 

foamie noun 1 surf! 1 I 1 11 I 1 n [ lyi ethane us, rass 
foaming at the mouth adjective very angry. From a symptom of 
utter madness uk, mi 
foamy noun a glass of beer us, ism 

foamy cleanser noun m I rid'em poke 11 ice and a jack as the 
I'rsl :w; cards email ;o a o.imni m player fiifld'ng on the 
synoriyfnbus ajax, a branded cleaner and obvious 
leap from 'ace-jads' astjsK 
fob noun a SsBflaart mswZealand, isss 

FOB noun a f inal student us 

FOB adjective i lazy, nefficient; flat on his behind us, /955. 2 fresh off 
the boat. An initialism usually applied to recent immigrants, but iffr 
usage of Flawaiian youth applied’to visitors to, the istewrtetft -’ 

focker noun a fucker (in all senses) I dieted through a Northern 
Ireland accent uk northern Ireland, ion 
focus noun vljtea, eyesight us, is4? 

FOD noun foreign object damage to an aircraft US 1989 
foeitog!; foei tog! 1 lit in if ion of pit ir sympathy, and 
as a cry of 'shame! A’ 1 Afrikaai is term, ft lei (shame) tog 
(nevertheless), that fe Sbme currency among speakers of South 
African ErigWsU sotfm africa. ism 


fog noun 1 a person h profoundl rut of touch with current 
trends and his social peers us, m3. 2 steam us 1954 
fog verb to shoot and kill someone us, 1913 
fog and mist; foggy noun murk. Rhyrning slang for pissed uk 1392 
fogey noun an increase in military pay US, rszs 
foggy adjective ► haven't the foggiest to be unclear in your 
mind. With ellipsis of idea or notion ijk, 1917 
fogseoffer noun in a fog about to dissipate 

CANADA,. M& 

fogy; fogey noun an old person with out-dated ideas and values ijk 

fogy; fogey adjective old-fashioned, or unusual. Recorded in use 
among Leicestershire teenagers uk ism 
foil noun 1 a quantity oi il ega drugs wrapped in aluminium foil 

2 ► put on the foil in ice hockey, 

to apply tinfoil layers (illegally) .uhdSf'the gloves to increase the 
impact of punches in fights Canada 1977 
foilhead noun a person with highlighted hair us 20m 
fokkin adjective used 1 111 111 111 1 - 1 iii pel I ing of'fucking' 

based on Irish.pronunciation uk 2003 
fold noun moneyf*; 2000 

fold verb 1 to fail, to cease to be operationa, used of a business 
venture or theatrical proc 2 iker, to withdraw 

from a hand, forfeiting your bet us, /ui-.u ► fold hands to stop 
working trinidad and tobaco, 2m 

folded noun dftifife us im 

folding; folding stuff; folding green noun paper money, hence 

iffioney us; 1930 

folding lettuce noun mi ne 1 1 1 1 1 1 Ale er variant of 

FOLDING STUFF US, 

Folex noun an inexpensive imitation of a Rolex™ wristwatch us, 2003 
folkie noun a folk singer or musician; a folk music enthusiast us 1966 
folknik noun a member of the folk music counterculture of the 
1950s and 60s us„ ISIS, 
folks noun a group (SjfQur friends.ftf -m?-' 
follies noun the t i mi e 1 An ironic comparison between 
justice and vaudeville. The Courts Act 1971 replaced the Quarter 
Sessions with the Cndwn Courts uk 1950 

follow-cat noun ) AND TOBAGO, 


follow-pattern adjective copied, derivative, imitative Barbados, ms 
follow through verb to accidentally defecate at the conclusion of a 


follow your nose! a catchphrase addressed to a person seeking 
directionjac im 

follytricks noun politics Jamaica, 2d&- 

F0M0C0 nickname Ike I ord Motor Company us, 1971 

fond of her mother; good to her mother adjective horoasixupl. A> 
euphemism based on ,1 stereotype ijk 1992 

f-one-j-one noun FijlAUSf&toA 19% 

fongnouni an Icoholic I 1 1 2a kick. With 

variant 'fon' Ireland, 1962 
fonged adjective very drunk NEWSAtAW, ms 
fonk noun a male homosexual Bahamas, m2 
foonoun in computing, used as an arbitrary, temporary name for 
sowiethifig us m3 
food noun buipftlik 2001 
foodaholic noun a compulsive eater us. ixs 
food boat noun alliance between several 

prisoners & pay for food uk iss 6 
food chain noun a pecking order or hierarcftyfoS 199s 
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i oun the drowsiness Often experienced after eating to 


foodie noun 11 -I 11 las a passionate ir erest in the latest 
trends - in gourmet food uk m2 

food stamps noun in | ker, a player < h reserved for household 
expenses pressed into action after he has lost his betting money 

■$$. 1996 

foof noun the breast Usually in the pltirai#:, 2002 

foofoo noun 1 the vagina uk run. 2 a prissy or girlish man us. ms. 

3 cologne, perfume us ms 4 something that is purely decorative 
without adding funcwnat value us, nse 

foofoo dust; foofoo stuff; foofoo noun i heroin us. ms. 2 cocaine 
uk . 2002. 3 talcum powder Also cal ed Too stuff and 'foofoo 
powder’ i/K 1992 

foo gas; phou gas noun an explosive mixture in a buried steel 
drum serving as a defence around the perimeter of a military base 

fook 'fuck in all senses and forms. A phonetic rendering of 
accented Eng#tUK 

fool noun i. I i irm of address, sometimes suggesting 
foolishness and ssmeSmes riot us. im 
fool adjective si I III i i ill in nsifier In conven¬ 

tional use from C 13 to late C 19 . Now especially used in t;h@ i£|ft : 
Often in the phrase 'that fool thing' uk. 2003 
fool around verb to have a casual sexual relationship us. 1937 
fool file noun hings ever said 

mt 

fool-fool noun a simple-minded fool. By reduplication Jamaica, 1994 
foolio noun a foot; a social otjftpg us 1994 

foolish powder noun heron.. in | lered drug us, 1930 

fool killer noun a notional creature called upon 10 dispose of fools 


fools seldom differ used as a derogatory retort to the catchphrase 
'great rftirids tftirik alike' uk ; wf 

foop noun ► one swell foop used as a humorous reversal of '0:# 
fell swoop' us, im 

foop verb to have S6X BARBADOS 1998 

fooper noun ng of POOF US. 


foops noun a fart TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 2003 

foot noun ► on the one foot in front of the other caper aft 

the run uk i 984 . ► put your foot in it to do or say something 
tactless, to blunder uk 1823 
foot verb ia.DJv fast US 1965 

football noun 1 a tablet of Dilaudid™ 1 central nervous system 
depressant manufactured by the Knoll Pharmaceutical Company 
us, 1972. 2 a tablet of dextroamphet; mine sulphate and amphet- 
, iSphe sulphate (trade name Diphetamine™), a central nervous 
system stimulant us, 1 « 3 ,1 simple musical accompaniment used 
when a performer is ad libbing us. 1971 . 4 Hie briefcase carrying the 
communication equipment that enables the president ofthelpl: 
ilatinch a nuclear attack us. im 

football team noun 1 vet ' par .. rhere are eleven men 

- or hairs - on each side The WKvgfsqp Of Australia’s crick® 


foot burner noun a walking plough us ms 
footer noun the game of football x er) An early example of the 
Oxford University -er, a ijfenglfying p$g@t£ 
footie; footy noun 1 the game of football (soccer) uk, 1940. 2 the 
game of rugby union ni wZealand, run 3 a football Australia, m3. 

4 a pedestrian police surveil aiice operative uk 2002 
foot-in-mouth disease noun the tendency to say that which ought 

foot it rerti to w ill 1 1 II 1 1 I 1 I li nee Originally US 

black us, im 


foot on the till noun in horse racing, used for describing the pos- 
■ UfotTofa horse that is racing we\\ Australia. ra® 
footpounder noun an infantry soldier us, 19S6 
footprint noun the portion of a tyre that contacts the track us. 1972 
footrest noun an accelerator gfej|Ii(i| tezs 
foots noun theatrical footlights us mz 

footsack! go a 1 An angli I pronunciatior f Afrikaans voetsek 
(aI'duit,command to a dog, offensive when applied, to ;a person) 
SOOffi AFRICA, 18SS 

footsie noun f uch as under 

a restaurant table us, 1944 

footwarmer noun 1 a 11 ear amplifie 1 ci izens band radio us, 
1976. 2 a walking plough Canada. 1954 
foozle noun 1 n got^ a mis hit shot sat i?®MND im 
for Africa adverb hugely, in large amounts, greatly south Africa, 1970 
for-and-aft cap noun a militarygarriSgh.^i.iS;: 1940 
for a start-off adverb pi 'tf^girywith os. 1959 
forbidden fruit noun a voi.lhml, all-active male who is under the 
age of legal consent Homosexual usage us 1979 

force noun in stage 1 ..hod of 1 irin that a particular 

card (or other object) is chosen uk 2003. ► the force the police 

for cheese cake! used for registering anger or surprise. 

Euphemism and fhytn'ihg slang, for christs sake! varied as a pipit 
for Jesus' sake!' uk ms 

for Christ’s sake! lyed as a prayer. 

Recorded inj&aventtaftst use since late C14; as an expletive since 
1944 UK 1386 


for crying out loud! 1 - lit u ng Unger irritation, surprise, 
astonishment, etc Probably a euphemistic replacement of for 


for days adverb to a great degree us, mi 
for days! 1 that the truth! 2 use 1 ressin 

amazement4§ sKR 

fore-and-after hat noun a military garrison cap us, 1931 
foreground verb ign high prir il 1 task us mi 

forehand adjective u I 1 urfing) f in th tve Australia, ms 

foreign adjective (used of a other casino us m2 

foreigner noun in il 11 empli mer 1 ing I- time and materials 
of your legitimate employer; any work done while claiming 
unemployment SMjft UK 1943 
for England adverb (to perform an everyday action) to an 
extravagant degree uk 1999 

forever and a day adverb an indefinite but considerable length of 
time. An intensification-of 'for ever' uk. im 
forever-forever used as a motto by the Black Guerrilla Family 
prison gang us 2000 

for fake used a n repl 1 1 I I 1 1 teat"? ns 003 
for free adverb free, gratis. The 'for' is redundant us 1942 
forget it! don’t worry about it! us 1903 

for God’s sake! used as an expletive, if not employed as a prayer. 
Aji conventional use -by 1300; as an expiate it is widely recorded 
Since 1932 uk m2 

for it adjective due for punishment; in immediate trouble uk 1925 
fork verb 1 used as a euphemism for 'to fuck' us 1999. 2 to ride (a 
lb@5@)t/S. 1882 

fork and knife noun 1 y used in the 

Tjlfirases 'not on your fork and knife' and 'never in your fork and 

2 

forked adjective ional. 

iPfobably a euphemism for fucked us mi 
forked-tongued adjective 1 /pical snake- 

like qualities; best remembered (although possibly apocryphal) 
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forklift | fother mucker 


from cowboy filri|jfS;'th£: phrase 'vyhftaiman speak #1§ff : forked 

tongue' vs, mi 

forklift noun in poker, a substantial win' us, is* 

fork out verb to pay UK, 0f- 

fork over verb to hand over uk ism 

forks noun the fin I I ill i I I ll him UK 1612 

form noun 1 a criminal record uk. rut,. 2 a person's character or true 
nature Australia, 1944. 3 the situation, organisation or position uk 
i94s. 4 women ewei 1 n 1 1 1 peel 5 high spirits. 

Generally used with 'in' as, for instance, 'he's in form tonight' uk, 
1877. 6 luck. From 'form' as 'a record of a racehorse's past perform- 
an & AUSTRALIA 1962 

formal adjective ► go formal to wear a clean flannel us, 1997 
formerly known as known as. A wildly popular construction after 
reeQtttng artist Prince announced in 1993 that he had changed 
fijs name to The Artist Formerly Known as Prince us. urn 
for mossies adverb for no pecial eas< 1, for imusement south 

form player noun 1 1 - icing omeone h bets based on 

information found n a racing form us ran; 
formula one noun 1 lammerh id lari Use 1 by surfers Australia, 


for Pete's sake! euphenisl 1 iod’s sake'' uk, 1924 

for real adverb >see: FE real 

for real? used for expre 11 urprise and f rhap doubt us, 1995 

Forrest Gump; forrest noun 1 . ming slang 

for dump formed from die title of a 1994 Oscar-winning film and 
its eponymous leading character ox 19.is. 2 an unpleasant place or 
location. Rhynhirig slang for dump uk im 
for Ron for later on. Punning on a diminutive of the name Ronald 

for shame! you have been 

■ c]gS|nsf ridiculed -tjs, .1*3 

for sure! used as an enthusiastic, stylish affirmation us, 197s 
Forsyte Saga noun 70s television 

dramatisation of the series of novels by John Galsworthy 
(1867-1933) UK 1979 

Fort Apache nickname the police station in the 41st precinct, New 
York. An allusion to the American West and the wild, lawless 
character of the neighbourhood, us ts# 

Fort Bushy noun < US, 1961 

Fort Fucker nickname Fort Rucker Alabama Home of the US Army 
Aviation Center for both fixed wing and helicopter tratariges .-1991 
Fort Fumble nickname the Canadian National Defence Headquarters 
1 ~i ife Ottawa Canada, lass 

Forth Bridge job noun hi Hi 11 leedin n nt imendment, or 
renewal or updating An allusion to the job of painting the Forth 
Bridge - the painters are reputed to start again at the otftar.end 
as soon as they have fih&hed the job uk 1984 
Fort Head nickname Fort. Hood, a US Army installation. From the 
preponderance ef drug use there during the Vietnam war us. 1968 
for the love of Mike! used for registering exasperation, disbelief 
surprise, exaltation, ,atc. A euphemism Tor the love of Christ’ or, 
possibly, 'Moses' OK css 

for the love of Pete! 1 ll i _ enngt isperation, disbelief 
surprise-, exaltation, etc. ^ euphemistic 'for the love of God'; prob¬ 
ably American Irish Roman Catholic origins; a variation of for 
pete's sake!, 'oft the model of for the love of MtKEt uk 1949 
forthwith noun an order to a police officer to report immediately US, 


Fort Knox noun in shuffleboard, a number that is well hidden or 
guarded us mr 

Fort Liquordale nickname Fori Lauderdale, 1 lordia. A nickname 
earned ipw the invasion of heavy-drinking college students each 
spring us. 1982 


Fort Lost in the Woods nickname Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri us. 


Fortnum & Mason; fortnum noun a basin. Rhyming slang, formed 
on the name of a London department store, uk 199s 
fortnum cut noun a short back and sides haircut, mockingly called a 
ttsin curat a pudding-basin cut Formed; from, rhyming slang jfibif '• 

FORTNUM & MASON (a basin) UK, 1998 
Fort Piss nickname f or! Bliss, lexas Home to Ihe US Army Air 
Defense Artitfefy Center us 1991 

Fort Pricks nickname Fort 01 I i i - u 1 i tiaining, mobilis¬ 
ation and deployment centre. The scene of frequent demon¬ 
strations against the Vietnam war us im 
Fort Puke nickname Fort Polk, Louisiana. Home to the JRT 
Operations Group, the 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment'the 5Tfp 
Military Police Battalion ancjftfte Warrior Brigade us, 1974 
Fortrash noun the FORTRAN computer language us. i»j 
for true adverb >see: FE TRUE 

Fort Screw Us nickname Fort Lewis, Washington. Home of the 1 
Corps us. m 

Fort Smell nickname field artillery 

tralmng,ftetltty. during the conflict in Vietnam us mi 
Fort Turd nickname Fort Ord, Monterey, Califiarnia mi 
fortune cookie noun 1 an aphorism or joke that appears on a 
computer screen when a user logs in us. rut. 2 in poker a bet 
made without having seen all of your cards us 1996 
fortuni adjective gorgeous uk 2002 

Fort Useless nickname Fort. Eustis, Virginia, home to the US Army 
Transportatim-.Sch.0ol, with training ira rail, marine, awphibiQus 
operations and Other modes of transpiration us, 1974 
forty-deuce nickname 42nd Street, New York'iiJ, issz 
forty-fin noun a millipede Bahamas, m2 
forty-four noun a whore, Rhyming slang uk 2003 
forty-going-north adjective leaving or moving quickly us. 1993 
fortyleg noun a centipede Barbados. 39# 
forty-miler noun a new and in lerien i carni il worker or one 
who never travels far from home with the carnival us. 1935 
forty-niner noun ie gold rush of 

1849, with cocaine serving as 'gold dust' us m2 
forty-pounder noun a 40-ounce bottle of alcohol Canada. mu 
forty-rod noun strong, cheap whisky us, mi 
Forty Thieves noun hem I if ill - ilth shop owners on 
Front Street, Hamilton, Bermuda Bermuda, mss 
forty-three verb 10 keep apart from die main prison community for 
'safety of self or others' uk 19m 

forty-weight noun 1 tr n Inviting a comparison with motor 

oil us. 1976. 2 bees especial v Iron City™ us 1976 
forty winks noun a 1 lap, a silort sleep uk 1872 
forward noun any amphetamine or other central nervous system 
Stimulant us «b 

FOS adjective full of shit, literally or figuratively us, razs 

fo' sheezy; fo' sheazy; fa’ sheezy; fo’ sho sho certainly us 1999 
fossick verb 1 ines or mining 

refuse. From the British dialect ol Comwa Australia, 1852. 2to 
rummage about in searching for something Australia, 1 sss. 3 to 
poke about a place Australia, mi 
fossicker noun a person who fossicks Australia, 1332 
fossil noun 1 an ' I values us 1952. 

2 a parent us, 1957. 3 in computing, ,1. feature that is retained after it 
is no longer needed irr. order to preserve corrjpatibill%«S, i»i 
fother mucker noun 1 I jphemi ti< il 1 1 motherfucker'in all 
senses. A Spoonerism; in the Brite Bar in New York it is possible 
to a 'Father Mucker' cocktail us, 2003 
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fougasse noun I an improvised 

flame-thrower Korean and Vietnam wai usage os, m9 
foul adjective unpleasant, unfriendly Conventional English rendered 
,stang with attitude us i999 
foulball noun a despised person us 192s 
fouler noun 1003 

foul-up noun an instant.-I ng being bot shed or ruined us, 

foul up verb to botch, to ruin US, 1942 

found-in noun 1 pe in 11- tec r; itr nizing an illegal bar or 
gambling club Canada, 1900 

fountains of Rome noun in Ii 1 1 exua u rge urinals in a public 

198? 

four nouni a capsule of Empirin™ with codeine, designed for pain 
■relief but abused by users of central nervous system depressants 
and opiates us, 197/. 2 a four-ounce glass 0' beet Australia, 1972. 
Byes; an affirmative Also written as '4'. An abbreviation ofthe 
conventional 1 citizens'’band radio code 10-4 us, rs/s 
four-banger noun a four-cylinder engine us, 1953 
four-be-two noun a prison warder Rhyming slang for screw uk, 1990 
four bits noun a fifty-year prison sentence US mo 
four-by noun a prison warderAgswgM, 19m 

four-by-four noun 1 ir wheels and four-wheel drive 

us, 1993. 2 a whore Rhyming slang ijk, 2003 


four by too's noun in twelve tep r er programmes such as 
Alcoholics Anonymous, used for describing why recovering addicts 
don't attend programme meetings - too busy, too tired, too lazy 
or top drunk. A play on 'two-by-four', the dimensions of tfSsmost 
common timber used in construction us. 199 s 
four by two nou, 1 1 nally 

military. Variants include 'four by', 'fourby' and 'four-he'- but 
‘three by two', a civi ian variation, is now obsolete uk 1936. 2 a 
prison warder, Rhyming slattg for screw Australia, 2001 
four-colour glossies noun any literature that contains some useful 
information but which emphasises style ovei substance us. 1991 
four-cornered adjective caught in the commission of a crime us, 1992 
four-deuce noun an M-30 4.2 inch heavy mortar. Vietnam war usage 

fourex fever noun a state of drunkenness caused by XXXX™ lager 

AUSTRALIA, 1996 

four-eyed adjective wearing glasses us, ists 
four-eyes noun a person who wears glasses us. mi 
four five noun a .45 calibre handgun us, 1994 

fourflusher noun a liar, a fraud us, 1904 

four fs noun used 1 jo ilarifi n rl pp rch to male relation¬ 
ships with w&rtsn - find them, feel them, fuck them, forget 
them. A pun on 4 Fdraft status, which meant that a man was 
physically unfit to serve us, 1942 

four-laner noun i 111 I irivei h prefer Ii interstate motorways 


four-letter man noun 1 an unpleasant person Euphemistic disguise 
for the letters s h i t or c u n t us, 1923. 2 a male homosexual us. 


four-letter word noun r profan it nil ilth ugh not always 

one with four letters, and usually the word 'fuck' us, 1936 
four-lunger noun a four-cylinder engine us, rm 
four-on-the-floor noun 1 a car with a four-speed transmission with 
the gear shift mounted on the floor us, 19m. 2 use ofthe bass 
»|§um on every beat, especially in disco mSfifi Playing oh the 
automotive term-os m> 
fourpenny dark noun cheap mnOAQSmAm, ms 
four percent noun a mild bee- that was for a time sold in the west 

CANADA, 1962 

four plus adverb to the utmost degree us, 1901 


fours noun 1 in | 2 [he fourth landing or 

floor level in a prison uk 19% 

fours and dors noun a combination of number four codeine tablets 
and Doriden™ sleeping pillt, Which produces an opiate-like effect 
Ori the user us, 19139 

four-square noun t used by a sales 

representative us, 1989 

four-star adjectives ellen Ii n mm 1 rating system used 
'hotels, restaurants and theliteus 1935 
four-s time noun the time ef 1- in ut ithetown in the 
armed services, the preriiberty period. The s's are 'ihitlhavli, 
shower and shine' us 2001 
four-striper noun a captain in the US Navy us, 1914 
fourteen noun 1 an M-14 rifle us. /•«. 2 the Grumman F-14 Tomcat, 
a long-range'sWte'fighteaircraft. Vietnam war usage us, ms 
fourteen and two noun a typical punishment of 14 days restricted 
to .barracks with two hours of extra duty each day. Punishment 
imposed under Article 15 ofthe Uniform Code of M-ilitary Justice 
minor ®iscondiact 't^r'fri,ilitary members us mi 
fourteener noun in ne 1 the >e I 0 er 14,000 feet in the 
Colorado Rocky ‘Mountains.us 1997 

Fourteen Feathers noun Thunderhird 11 " wine On account ofthe 14 
feathers on 8 t§ Wmi 'bird yK.38^- 
four-tens noun a work schedule of four ten-hour days a week. A 
schedule that became popular US in the late 1970s and . 
early 80s, keeping the basic 40-hour working week but creating an 
additional 52 days a year off work us. im 
fourth of July noun a tie. Rhyming slangC/fCuftfT 
four to the floor adjective 1 in music, a four bar beat; describes 
most modem lance muse 21 I mg-down drunk. 

Suggesting tbedtunkard is possibly a musician and is probably on 
'all itetirs’ UK- gods 

four-trey, the country way noun a rofopf seven in a craps game us 

four-twenty noun 1 11 riju.ina .41 ritter 1 4:20 False 
etymologies abound; the term was coined by teenagers in Marin 
County California, and does not refer to any police code us, 19m. 

2 any time that is considered the appropriate time to smoke 
marijuana. Also written as '4:20'. Coinage is credited to California 
students in the 1970stfedB, via the scene surroundingtfea grateful 
Pf&J'fatd wider usage us 2m 

four-way noun a mixture of four drugs, usually psychedelics and 
Stimulants us, m2 

four-way adjective llin 1 11 111 hi pe if sexual activity, 

the exact nature of which depends up on the person described 
and the context 

four-wheeler noun 1 in trucking, a passenger car us. mu. 2 a 
nominal Christian, ori|jf1|Ily specifically a Catholic, who only goes 
tomhurch for his or her baptism, marriage and: funeral. Shorter 
JjSrrttcf 'four-wheel Christian'. The-four wheels are. 
iPrarn, a wedding-car and a hearse uk 1969 
four wheel skid noun >see. front wheel skid 
four-year lesbian noun a woman who takes lesbian leases in 
college, planning to return to the safer waters of heterosexuality 
after graduation fftiftii college us 

four zero adjective 1 ear Id. This entr nds a an example of 
,< §l| variations from 20 to 90 OK, tow 

fox noun i a beautifu man i ii 2 in poker, the sixth 

player to the leftj§ifi§e dealer us, im 
fox verb i to foli 2 aughter a horse 

for fox food CANADA, 1980 

fox and badger noun the penis. Rhyming slang for tadgeruk 2003 

fox and hound noun 1 1 Irinl I.. I mg formed on 

the name of a pubux, im 

Fox Charlie Charlie; Friendly Candy Company nickname the 

Federal Communications Commission us. 1976 
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foxcore | frazzle-assed 


foxcore noun rock music played by women uk 2003 

fox hunter noun an Englishman Australia, 1939 

foxie noun i an attractive girl us. 1979. 2 a (ox terrier Australia, /** 

foxtress noun a beautiful woman or girl uk, 2005 

foxtrot yankee! fuck you! f rom the military phonetic alphabet - 


foxy adjective attractive, beautiful Usually but not always applied to a 
woman us, im$ 

frabjous adjective 1 iderful -n nser - vord coined by 
Lewis Carro (C L Dodgson), and used vaguely in various 
contextual senses uk 1872 

fracture verb to have a strong, favourable effect upon someone us, 

fractured adjective drunkuEItssa 

frag noun 1 a fragmentation hand nad il mb us J9o 2a 
fragment from a bullet or artillery shell us, 1%6. 3 a fragmentary 

frag verb 1 to III ill li 1 u 1 I i ficer 11 id usually with a 
fragmentation grenade A term coined in Vietnam to describe a 
practice that became common if not widespread in Vietnam us. 

1970. 2 by extension, to score a 'kill' over another player in video 
and computer games, especia ly Quake™ us, 2002. 3 to dispatch by 
a fragmentary order us. 1 * 7. 4 in motor racing, to cause an engine 
red explode, sending pieces of motor through the engine us. 

fragged-out adjective er 1 i. Milita li 1 1 1 A military abbrevl- 
,atiOti'Qf'fragmentary/fragmentation.’ uk, 20m 
fraggle noun 1 in prison, a mentally ill inmate. A Fraggle is a 
television puppet character from Jim I •eriscn’s Fraggle Rock, 
1983-87; this excerpt from: the theme lyric may well explain the 
derivation: 'Dance your cares away, / Worry's for another day [...] 

Let the ’Fraggles play'. Jim Henson also created The Muppets whictf 
also serve as models foi the slow-witted ok 1996. 2(among 
Canadian Forces personnel) an avionics technician Canada, 1995 
fraggle juice noun in prison, medication given to mentally ill 

Fraggle Rock noun 1 I to psychiatric 

criminal care ok 1996. 2 (among Canadian Air I orce personnel) the 
)%r'Cdrnmand Headquarters in Winnipeg Canada 1995 
frag list noun a flag or Hi 1 nam ir u rgec/S,r98S 
frag order noun 1 irder ettingthe I pecific military 
objectives. Shortened 'fragmentation order'. Vietnam war usage, 
M mi 

fraho; frajo noun 1 larijuana rigina 1 irette 01 marijuana 
cigarette' 

'fraid so I'm afraid so Often answered wild 'Paid not’ us, isss 


fraidy cat noun a cowardly person uk. mo 
frail noun a woman us. im 


frak! aft pilots, 

especially Lt. Starbuck on the US television series Battlestar 
Galactica (ABC, 1978- 80), and briefly in populaf speech us 1979 
frame nouni a crime. 

Conventionally a frame fits the picture; figuratively applied uk, 1970. 
2 ► in the frame under suspicion of 

involvement in a crime that is Mf^ irwestigated uk 1996 
frame rert to in evidence rvs, 

frame dame noun not too bright, 

girl us, 1979 


frame job noun a conspiracy, especially one where blame for a 
misdeed is placed on someone us, 1973 
framer noun a bed us, tm 

frames noun eyeglasses us. 1972 

frame-up; frame noun in min 1 n 1 I I 1 that is intended to 

incffifiinatetis, 19m 


frammis noun a commotion us, 1954 

France noun used as ,1 euphemistic subsitute for 'hell' Barbados, ms 
France and Spain; frarny noun rain. Rhyming slangd|Xna» 

Francis Drakenoun brake. Rh ning lang, f< med on the name 
of celebrated circumnavigator and national hero Sir Francis Drake, 
1540-96 uk. 1992 

franger noun french letter 

AUSTRAUA, 1981 

frangler noun a GOndornAbiaWA rags 

Franglish noun Tmi h and Er III nixe blended in the same 
Sentence Canada, raw 

frank noun a frankfurter, a hot dog us, 1925 
Frank and Pat noui J on long- 

running characters Frank Butcher (from 19.87) and Pat Evans (from 
1986) in BBC television. soap opera EgstBvders uk 2002 
Franken-prefix 1 mbinati 1 th 1 0 m 1 enotes a freakish, 
genetically modified or ugly form oftbatthlii. After Mary Shelly's. 
1818 novel Ffatikeiistein butfrorft.'ttie images provided by C20 
Hollywood uSfis? 

Frankie Boy nickname F 15-1998) 

Frankie Dettori noun I he I 1 1 11 umstance Rhyming 

slang, formed fcm the name of the cjtfmpten jockey (b 1970) uk 

Frankie Fraser; frankie noun 1 razor . Img formed from 

•file name of'Mad* Frankie Fraser (b.1923), an ex-gangster with a 
reputation %hvit%tcfe and a celebrity profile uk 2001 
Frankie Howerd; frankie noun 1 iward. F ning slang, formed 
from the name of a popular comedian, 1917-92 uk 1984 
Frankie Laine; frankie noun 1 H • t 1 lush the lavatory); 
hence a handle that operates a cistern Rhyming slang, formed 
ffomrtbe name of a popular American singer (b.1913) uk\ ml 
Frankie Vaughan; frankie noun 1 | 11 n Rhyming slang for 
porn; formed from the name ol Liverpool-born singer and actor 
Frankie Vaughan (b 928) Also used as an adjective uk 1979. 2 a 
prawn. Rhyming slang formed from the name of a popular 
singer, 1928-99 uk 1984 

Frankie Vaughno noun pornograph -1 ten in of the original 
rhyming slang Ini porn, 10 match porno uk 2002 
frantic adjective exciting, thrilling us 1934 
frap rersifiWhip us. im 

trapping adjective used as a euphemism for 'fucking' in its different 

Fraser and Nash; Frazer-Nash noun an act of urination. Rhyming 
slang for slash (an actof unaation); from Frazer-Nash, a sports car 
manufacturer until 1939 uk 1974 
frat noun a isollegS fraternity us, ms 

frat around verb to idle, to gossip instead of studying us, 190,3 

fratastic adjective with college 

fraternities us, 2$3 

fratdicknoun I orish n mbe 1 1 liege fraternity us, ra«9 
fraternity brother noun a fellow pftSfisfiSfriis 1949 
frat mattress noun d lo and available 

for college fraternity boys os 200 

frat rat noun an obnoxious, aggressive, arrogant example of a college 
fraternity member os,. ra». 

frat tuck noun a shirt 0 1 tucked nl the rousers in the front but 
Wfinis l00se m back us, 2/m 

fratty adjective char ter.liege fraternit behaviour, style, or 

language us . 

fratty bagger noun i< 1 | il 11 1 in nu h Iv 

talks, and lives the part to a fault us 1973 
frau noun a wife A jocular borrowing from German uk 1821 

frazzle-assed adjective worn 
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frazzled adjective i confused us, use 2 drunk us, 1906 
freak/rauni a per 1 th stron lal desir iften fetishistic us, 
1922. 2 a devotee, an enthusiast us, 3 a member of the 1960s 
countercultifre,dOriginally a disparaging negative, turned around 
and used in a positive, complimentary sense. Widely used from 
•|pe mid-1960s; hurled as abuse at the original hippies, the term 
was adopted by them add. turned back on the critics by the self- 
confessed ‘freaks' with an ability to freak out themselves and 
others us, i960. 4 a habitual drug user Usually suffixed to a defining 
drug us, 1967. 5 used as a term of endearment ieen slang us, 1954. 
6a dance with strong suggestions of sexual movement, lirst 
popular as a 1975 disco dance and then again in the late 1990s 
and early 2000s. Used with 'the' unless used as a verb us ws. 7 a 
nonsensical novelty song us 19 m. 8 a wrestler whose huge size is 
obviously the result of the use of anabolic steroids us 1996. 9 in 
poker; a wild card, which may be played as a card of any value us 
ms. ► get your freak on; get your freak out to enjoy a sex- 
ualjssversion us ms 
freak verb to paifft us, is 6 t 

freak adjective 1 in jazz, unorthodox us, 1955. 2 attractive us 1994 
freaked adjective 1 1 bed, 1 risen led nervous us 1967 
freak house noun 1 temporary 

residence for £}fLrg,ad$ctS-who have been evicted from their own 
dwelling us, 1995. 2 a room, apartment, or house where amphet- 
9npirte ; addicts gather to inject the drug us. jam 
freaking adjective 1 I as an inlet 1 lere fu king'is to be 
avoided us w 

freaking A! used as a euphemism for 'fucking A! 1 in expressing 
surprise us me 

freakish adjective sexually perverted us, m, 

freak jacket noun al sexual interests 

US. 1967 

freaknasty noun ual man I rare her activity 

with multiple partners us, 2001 

freaknik noun i in 1 ebration II I tudent in the streets of 
gsofgia; during<0ifeg§-($pftfig break us, 1992 
freakonoun a weir I exual deviant ) habitual drug-user us 1963 
freak off verb 1 id without 

restraint. An extre'rriefy subjective verb, perhaps referring to homo¬ 
sexual sex, perhaps to oral sex, perhaps to heterosexual anal sex us 
1967 . 2 to go, to leave us, 1970 

freak-out noun 1 a celebratory event, a gathering together of 
cfiufltefcpfturists to enjoy music and drugs. A response tfo tK? 
critics who called, them 'freaks', via freak out (to panic) us, rgsz 
>see: rave. 2 in 1 n ihibited sexual libitior w 3atem- 
porary loss of sanity and control while under the influence of a 
psychoactive drug us 1966. 4 a complete panic and loss of control 
us, 1970. sa membei of the 1960s counterculture us 1970 
freak out vert 1 to lose 1 1 I le under the influence of LSD or 
another hallucinogen us, 1967. 2 to panic us 1 964 . 3 to make 
someone feel unsettled, astonished, or bizarre us, i%4. 4 to snap 
under intolerable pressure uk, 1979. 5 to behave in a crazed manner 
as a response to an emotional stimulus us 1966 
freak show noun a fetishistic sexual performance us, 2001 
freak trick noun er who pays for unusual sex 


freaky noun a habitual drug user uk t%9 

freaky adjective 1 odd, bizarre us km. 2 sexually deviant uk 1977. 

3 characteristic ► get freaky 

$ have sex us 1996 

freaky-deaky adjective acting without restraint, especially in a sexual 
way us i98i 

freckle noun the ini Populari I il Barry M Kenzie cartoon 
AUSTRALIA, 1967 

freckle-puncher noun a male Uerveisexual Australia, 1968 


Fred Astaire noun 1 2 a hair. 

Rhyming slang, formed on the name of the American entertairaeij 
1899-1987 uk 1992 

freddy noun an capsule of 

ephedrineus 1992 

Freddy Fraternity noun a stereotypical college fraternity member 
who looks, dresses, talks, and lives the partus, 1995 
Fred Nerk; Fred Nerks noun used as a narhd for an unkripwn 
person Australia, 1967 

Fred’s nickname r . . . i in upmarket grocers and 

department store In .Piccadilly, London. Upper-class society usage 

Fred's out used as a warning that, you have farted us, 1973 
free noun the world outside prison us 1966 
free verb ► free the tadpoles rial na 1 urbate uk 1999 
free adjective unaffected by any conventional values. A critical if 
vague vferd Wfp the 1960s counterculture iw 
freeball verb iderwear us, 1997 

freebase noun re 1 I pi lin I il I hi I 111 be obtained 
from powdered cocaine hydrochloride and is therv'ijurnt and 
inhal'Sfgfcj*® 

freebase verb tr 1 to advance 

and heighten the effect By ellipsis from 'free the base' us. im 
free baser noun a user of freebase cocaine us, 1979 
freebie; freeby noun son ei I mo 1 1 1 1 given a 17 at no cost us 


freebie adjective free of charge us, tm 

freeco noun iway for free trinidad and 

TOBAGO. 1985 

freedom bird no,.- k to the US 

;§em Vietnam us, ®zi 

freeganism noun ..gi< I hi phy of consuming 

food and drink that is past its use-by or sell-by date and would, 
therefore, otherwise be thrown away, A combination of 'free' and 
'veganism' us 2003 

free, gratis and for nothing adjective costing nothing. Tautological 

free green peppers noun a sneeze by a food preparer Limited 
usage, but clever us 1996 
free it up verb to disclose information us r997 
freelancer noun a prostitute unattached to either pimp or brothel 


freeload vert to cadge, to subsist at other people's expense us, 1942 
freeloader noun a person who manages to eat, drink and socialise 
at the expense' Of others us, ires 

free lunch noun used as a symbol of something that is provided 
freely u$;,wk 

freeman noun ► on the freeman's gratis, for free 1 try 7999 
freeness noun 1 in open-lnvita 1 iart 1 wo tobago, 194s. 

2 a free event Barbados, 1965 

Freep nickname the Los Angeles Free Press ; the Detroit Free Press us. 


free pass to bankruptcy noun a credit card (is, 7971 
free ride noun 1 used as a metaphor for ittaining imething 
without effort or cost us m 9. 2 in poker, the right to stay in a 
hand without further betting, most commonly because the player 
has bet his entire bankroll on the hand us m3. 3 an orientation 
flight on a rmlitpry aircraft us m 
free-rider noun a gang's philosophy but 

does not formal lyjein'.fie gang us 1992 
Free Shoes University noun Florida 1 1 Iniver ;ity A back-form- 
uuon Iron me 1111:1.1 r SI J, playing on die role of athletics and the 
sponsorship of athletics by a major shoe company at the univer¬ 
sity us, 2000 
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freeside | fresh 


freeside adjective outside prison us, i960 

freestyle noun 1ie i ral inter ur euK2ooo 

freestyle verb to improvise and perform a rap lyric, often a capella 


freeware noun computer: li n rovided fres f charge us, m3 
freeway noun ,h the centre of 

the room. Alluding to die constant foot traffic us, 199o 
freeway surfer noun 1 lersor 1 embrace the mannerisms of 
surfing, owns the equipment needed to surf but who chooses to 
watch flbm-tbe safety of the car® fas-? 
free, white and 21 adjective possessing free will and able to exercise 
self-determination us, 7949 
free world noun life outside jfeJifiri us. i960 
free-world adjective civilian; from outsiie;-pftep,US, 7*7 
free-world gal noun t mal pr ner h practised homosexuality 
before entering prison us, 1972 

free-world punk noun a male prisoner who engaged in homosexual 
sex before prison us'nm 

freeze nouni cocaine. I rom the numbing, cooling effect os, 7934. 2 a 
small amount of cocaine placed on the tongue us, i9S9. 3 a 
rejection ^affection, Colder than the proverbial 'cold shoulder* us. 


freeze verb 1 1< 2 n draw poker, to 

decline the opportunity to discard and draw any new cards us 7977. 

► freeze your nose use 1 1- 1 m he fugs numbing 

effect on mucuous membranes us uu. ► freeze your nuts to 
he extreme-y cold uk mn 

freeze-out noun a poker game in which all participants must play 
*y»ttl they lofegtsdl their money or win all the other players' money' 

freezer noun in [ ker n earl ill mad 11 other players 
continue to raise their dels us no? ► the freezer Antarctica 
ANTAKCTi iSt 4SS0 

freeze up verb occupational 

hazard of those who work high above the ground us, ns9 
freight noun 11 re 1 nethir es[ iall 1 bribe us. 1950. 

► pull freight ill 1 11 1 > quit a job us, 1977 

freight train noun a wave breakin | erfull in perfect formation 


French noun 1 oral sex, especially on a mart us, me. 2 an open- 
mouthed, French kiss us. ms. 3 profanity us, /a,5. ► excuse my 
French!; pardon my French! employed as an apology for a use 
of spoken language which may cause offence Often used in a 
IfifSory manner or with insincerity. The original intention, 
presumably, was to allow the apologee the pretence not to have 
understood a 'foreign' word; now the.apology is a cliptfe which 
merely acknowledges an inappropriate use of robust 
PnconveatioB# English uk 793s 

French verb 1 to perform oral sex. The term derives from the widely 
held belief that the practice is very common in France us, 1923. 2 to 
French kiss; to kiss with open lips and exploratory tongues us, 195s. 

3 in drag racing and hot rodding, to fit the bonnet (hood) over the 
headlights to create the apperance of recessed headlights us, im 
French blu e noun 11 1 ml tured ombination I tranquillizer 
(methaqualone) and stimulant (amphetamine) taken recreationally 

French bull-hook noun a deceptive explanation Bahamas, 1932 
French date noun oral sex performed on a man by a prositute us 


French deck noun t ranging from 

naughty and nutsTtfl.poffiojpafihic us ties 
French dip noun precoital vaginal secretions us, W87 
French dressing noun semen. An a usion to french (oral sex) us 


French Embassy noun a premises of the Young Men's Christian 
Association. An allusion to the association between the YMCA and 
fpmos©(U|l men who enjoy french feritsex) us i %3 
French fits noun 1 m ien I II mbir 1 nventional fit of 
the shakes with an allusion to the stereotypical French character¬ 
istic Of shrugging 7940 

French fries noun 1 n< I tic! craci ine with ridged edges 
1 is. 199.3. 2 the thighs Rhyming slang uk, 2002 
French harp noun a harmonica us 1 933 

Frenchie noun 

Kim and Nevis. 7998 >see also: frenchy 
French inhale veib 1 Ira ciga 1 moke into the mouth and 
: Jjieo allow it to drift-out and upwards for inhalation;through the 
nose. The French credit is presumably to signal how sophisticated 
gaeftttefefeue is thought to beys, 1957 
French joint noun an over-sized, conical marijuana cigarette os, 1997 
French kiss noun 1 h ith the m ut 1 1 n ind tongues 

adventuring. With variant 'f renchie' us. 7949. 2 an act of urination; 
$gj(ron Rhyming slang for piss uk. 7992 
French kiss verb d the tongue active 

us.tm 

French lay noun oral sex® 

French leave noun i depa.r ui ilh >ut intimation; 

French lessons noun oral s exox 1970 

French letter noun a condom. In the mid-C20 so common in use 
as to be almost conventional; however usage inevitably 
'diminished with the advent of the- cpiSaceptive pill. In post-AIDS 
society 'French letter' is now just one among hundreds of newer 
slang terms for the cOildpm. Unusual variations are 'American', 
'Italian' or ’Spanish' letters. The French repaid the compliment 
with capote anglaise (aifflidoml litgr^|r^n English hooded cape, 
which abbreviates as capote ; interestingly, when 'French letter' is 
abbreviated the nationality remains and it becomes a frenchy or a 

FRENCHIE UK, l&g 

French loaf noun four I )fe J (ruof )uk. 

Frenchman’s acre noun an arpent or since the 1970s, a hectare, 

• fztgpcft measures of land Canada, 7992 
French massage noun oral sex Australia. 7935 

French postcard noun 

ranging from ample female nudity to-full-blown sexual- activity us, 

French safe noun a condom as; m> 

French screwdriver noun a hammer us: rsaz 
French tickler noun ins marketed 

as giving pleasure to the wearer's partner us. 1916 
French trick noun ral sex perl nil 11 titute us, 1972 
French wanknoun 1 1 1 ot - lal gratifi ition in which the penis 
is rubbed between a female partner's breasts uK, mT 
Frenchy; Frenchie noun 1 a I rench or I rench Canadian person, 
often as a nickname uk 2 a fundamenta ly honest gambler 
who will cheat occasionally if the right opportunity arises us, mi. 

3 a condom. A familiar shortening of french letter uk 199s. 4 an 
act of oral-genital sex U& mzf- 
Frenchy; Frenchie adjective French uk tss 3 
freq; freak noun a radio frequency us. tm 
frequency noun a level of understanding us. 1959 
frequently outwitted by inanimate objects adjective extremely 
incompetent US naval aviator usage® 1936 
fresca noun an affectionate pat on the head I rom the film Caddy 
Shack Us, 1984 

fresh verb to ftor US 7989 

fresh adjective i good shar; i lish ill h rtened from'We're 
fresh out the pack / so you gotta stay back, / we got one Puerto 
Rican / and the rest are black', an early 1980s signature rabtine by 
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Grand Wizard Theodore and the Fantastic 5 MCs us, im. 

2 impudent. Possibly from German frech (impudent) us. ms. 3 bad 
BARBADOS. 1965 

fresh and sweet adjective very recently released from jail us m2 
freshener noun any aldOholic drin|rf& 19® 
freshen up verb ean to marten 0 revive An example of a 
conventional term, 'freshen', being made colloquial by the 
addition,of aft,tiB necessary adverb 
fresher noun a university freshman uk, m2 
fresh-fucked adjective energi e I n< iapf rether the result of 
recent sex or not us, ism 
freshie noun 

freshies noun 1 in snowboarding, the first tracks in virgin snow us. 
1995. 2 fresh fruit and vegetables Antarctica. 1990 

fresh meat noun 1 

object for sexual conquest uk. im. 2 a newly arrived soldier. Also 
referred to as 'new meat’ us, 190s 

fresh money noun in h e racing he hr illy biought to the 
track and bet on a given day us 1947 
fresh-water American; fresh-water Yankee noun a person Wfifi 
has never been to the US but speaks with an American accent and 
embraces other American mannerisms triNio&fand tobaco, mi 
fress verb i to eat greedily or to excess From the German for 
'devour' us, 19®. 2 to engage .is the active partner in oral sex. From 
jfoe'sstse to eat greedily' us, was 
fret adjective enthusiastic; excellent Ireland. 1999 
Freud squad noun | chiatri Ul ictor line punningon 
'fraud squad' uk 2003 

Friar Tuck; friar; friar’s used lor all noun, verb and expletive 
senses of 'fuck'. Rhyming slang, often in phrases like 'not give a 
friar's', from the name of one of Robin Flood's band of merry:’ 
men. fiiarToak is also the source of a popular ’fpoofe^iSsm uk me 
Friar Tucked adjective thwa fucked uk, 1996 

frick and frack noun the testicles flSjga) 
fricko noun a chicken stew Canada, msi 
friction noun a match trinidad and tobago, 1953 
Friday car; Friday afternoon car noun a car that is .constantly 
going wrong. Hence anything that is imperfect may be prefixed by 
'Friday' or Triday afternoon'. From the notion that car-factory 
workers may skimpt.&fn the last of the week uk 1979 

fridge noun 1 a refrigerator t is, 1926. 2 (usually of a woman) a person 
who is sexually unresponsive A play on 'frigid' us. 199 6 
fried adjective i drunk v drug-intoxicaled r is ezi 2 mentally 
exhausted us. i m 3 in computing, not working because of a 
complete hardware failure us, mi. 4 sunburnt us, im 
fried, dried, and swept aside adjective said of bleached hair that 
suggests straw us; 1997 

fried, dyed, combed (swooped) to the side adjective used as a 
description of a black person's fan that has been chemically 
straightened us. nso 

fried egg noun 1I0 in gniaofthel Militar - idem 
fried eggs noun small female breasts uk 1997 
friend noun in | ker, an ird that impr - i hand us. ms 
► have a friend visiting to experience the bleed period ofp£. 
menstrual '.fgft&UK m 

friend rert 1 to en i in mil if ted in Toronto as a 
term used by Trinidadian teens Canada, 1993. 2 to have sex; to take 
part in.a.romantic relationship rmiaAo and tobago, im 
friendly adjective used as a coded euphemism for 'passive' in 
sadomasochistic sex us, mz 

Friendly City nickname I ITH AFRICA, 1951 

friend of Dorothy noun a h mosexual hought to be from the 
Judy Garland character in The Wizard of Oz; Garland is a gay icon 

AUSTRALIA, 1988 


friend of Pedro noun someone in possession of cocaine, pedro 
(cocaine) has lots Of friends UK ism 
friends verb to court. Used only in the present participle Barbados, 

fries noun piece ned from french fries us. 


frig noun ► give a frig; care a frig to care, to be concerned - 
usually in a negative context uk ms 
frig verb 1 to masturbate uk 1598. 2 to digitally stimulate/explore the 
vagina as a pari of sexual foreplay A nuance of the sense to 
'masturbate' uk 2003. 3 to dawdle or waste time us. 1975 
frig used now as a euphemism for Tuck' in all its senses uk 1879 
frig about verb to waste time doing little or nothing UK 1933 
frigger noun used 1 1 uphen u 1 I -1 reland, 199e 
frigging adjective i Jammed 211-I is a euphemism 

for 'fucking', usually as an intensifies With variant Tricking' uk im 
frigging adverb damned well Australia, 1948 
-frigging- infix M3 

frigging hell! 11 - I 11 1 1 111 urpr e, anger amazement. 

Euphemism for fucking hell! uk 1982 
frigging in the rigging wasting time idling when on duty. From a 
bawdy ballad Australia, m2 

fright noun an ugly person uk m2. ► he (she) wouldn’t give you 
a fright on a dark night said of a person with a reputation for 
meanness. Glasgow use uk 1 9ss 

frightener noun a scare uk ms. ► put the frighteners on to 

scare someone uk isss 

frightful adjective used as a general-purpose Intensifies uk use 
frightfully adverb very, extremely uk im 

frigidaire noun 1 - mil 11 I nan An 1II1 11 to the refriger¬ 
ator brand US. 1949 

frig off verb to go away, to leave Often in ihe imperative us, mi 
frig up verb to botch, to ruimOS:J933 
frillies noun women's underclothing, especially insubstantial 
■%p*inine' garments uk 1937 

fringe noun thin strif fn 1 ria ittached to the G-string worn by a 
striptease dancer us. mi 

fringevertto et n I in li m m e by imposing on 

their hospitality or generosity us, 1947 
fringes noun the eyes us. 1947 

fringie noun a person on the fringes of a gang, not a hardcore 
member us, 19m 

frios noun m he recreational 

drug known as PCP or angel dust uk 1998 
frip adjective usage US, 1 949 

frisbee noun i a biscuit from an army c-ration us. 1991. 2 an agent of 
•the Federal Bureau of Investigations m, im 
'Frisco nickname i I i 1 1 i < li u 11 I - -i used by San 
Franciscans, and irStife sign,of a.tpurist us. im 

Frisco speedball; Frisco special; San Francisco bomb noun a 

combination of cocaine, heroin and LSD Up, down and out - all 
at once, a combination. of a speedball (cocaine and heroin) with 
the drug that made frisco (San Francisco) psychedelic us, 19m 
frisk verb 1 to sr 2 to laugh 

frisker noun a pickpocket uk m2 
frisky noun cocaine us. 1986 
frisky powder noun cocaine U&,.w$. 
frit noun in Quebec, a French fried potato Canada, 1986 
Frito noun a woi 11 u h -mil expert. A pun on the Frito Lay 
company name - a 'good lay' us, i%7 
fritterware noun mputei 11 1 it eductive to users, 
consumes time, and adds tittle to feetipnatity us mi 
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fritz noun ► on the fritz broken us, 1902 
Fritz noun a German uk. wm 
fritz verb to break us, mgi 
friznaughti adjective drug-intoxicated us. 1995 
frizzle adjective very cold NORkOlLoisland, 1992 
'fro noun a bushy Afro hair style us ism 
frob noun any'jffiaiiotJject us, 1991 
frob verb to manipulate dials .6rs|ttings.^4.MS3 
frobnicate ref* to manipulate dials pr settings us im 
frobnitz noun iny de e the name ol hich i unknown, escapes 
the speaker's mihdyiSf is not relevant us mi 
frock noun women's clothing; a theatrical costume UK, 2002 
frock vert to decorate as a military officer From the C19 sense of 
'investing with priestly office 1 us, 19m 
frock and frill noun • 1 hymir langur 1 12 

frock billong lallies noun 11 u 1 - nbin n n ofTok Pisin, a 

Melanesian pidgin, billong (belong) and polari frock (clothing) and 
LALLY (the leg) UK 2002 
froffy adjective 

frog nouni a social outcast us. ms. 2 a promiscuous girl us, 1995. 3 a 
French Canad u [ see: frogeater. 4 a condom. 

Probably as a play on french letter or frenchy (a condom) 
Australia, w52. s the I rercf language uk 19 55. 6one dollar us, 1.952 
Frog noun a person from' France. Like.#!) the 'frog' terms (Riff fte 
French, it refers to the eating of frogs uk im 
frog vert to fail (a test or exam) us, im 
Frog adjective French. Said with unkind intensions us, 1910 
frog! used f|>r : expressing disgust us, mi 

frog and toad; frog noun I 1 id. Rhymir n 
frog-choker noun a heavy rain: Canada 2002 
frogeater noun a French person; a f rench-Canadian. This term, 
highly derogatory along with 'Frog', has passed out of use, and in 
any case could be more aptly applied to the Acadians jjf IfflrtsjpH; 
who arefohd of frog-legs from the ih^jtiS.'®. mi 
frogeyed sprite noun an Austin-Healy Sprite uk 1992 
Froggie; Froggy nouni France uk ms. za person from France us. 

froggy adjective 1 aggressive r is cm. 2 used to describe a dry mouth 
after smoking marijuana. Probably from the phrase 'frog in the 
■ fproat' (hoarse) uk 2002 

Froggy; Froggie adjective Frenehs®. 
frog hair noun a very -short distance us, ms 
frog-march; frog's march verb rward holding 

them by their collar and Hie seat of theii trousers uk ws 4 
frog salad noun in carnival usage, any performance that features 
scantily clad women us, mi 

frog show noun a dance performance that features scantily clad 
women us, i0, 

frogskin noun 1 11 ne per mone 1 le-d liar note us, ot. 2 a 

COndom NEW ZEALAND, 1998 

frogskins noun a wetsuit and other cold-water garments us, 1991 
frog-spawn noun tapioca pudding. One of the joys of a public 
school iweatjon uk 1949 

frogsticker noun a knifgtfi, 
frog-strangler noun 1 rential d upour us, 1942 
frog-walk vert down us, 19W 

frolic noun a New Brunswick work bee and party Canada, r« 

from arsehole to breakfast time all the time, all the way uk 1984 
from away adjective 11 n 1 pi - ther than the area of the 
eastern Canadian; coast speaker's owiidlasal region or town. Exactly 
opposite of from around hereflfeterm is flesj^ in application 


and odd in that the object of the preposition is a word rfpjr 
ordinarily used itt^eji nourr position Canada 1985 

from here to there without a pair in poker, used for describing a 
hand of sequenced cards Conventiona v known as a 'straight' us 


frompy adjective unattractive us, im 

from way downtown - bang imment on a 

witty remark, a correct answer, or other verbal victory. Coined by 
ESPN's Keith Olberman to describe three-point shots in basketball 

%.#?■" 

frone noun an ugly woman us, mi 

frone adjective UK 1945 

front noun 1 . thing us 1899. 

2 the genitals e 3 he beginning. Especially in the 

phrase 'from the front' us, /959. ► at the front used of a drug 
that is taken before another uk ««. ► more front than 
Selfridges/Harrods/Buckingham Palace/Albert 
Hall/Brighton/Brighton beach/Woolworths/Myers 
audaciousness; impudence Puns 'front' (cheek) with the 
exceptional frontage of Selfridges, a very large department store in 
Oxford Street; Flarrods is another impressive London shopp 
Buckingham; Palace is the Queen's official London residence; the 
Albert Hall is a major concert venue; and Brighton is a seaside 
resort on the south coast - 'front' in this instance abbreviated 
from 'seafront' In Australia, Myers is a large department store in 
I ► out front 1 a has 

extended goods to you for payment later us. r-m. ► the front the 
main road or slreei within the area of a leddy Boy gang's Influ¬ 
ence uk /9S9. ► up front in advance us, 1970 
Front nickname ► the Front 1 Piccadilly, as an area of homosexual 
commerce and prostitution uk 1954. 2 Oxford Slreet, London uk 1977 
front vert 1 in jazz or popular music, to Ire a band leader, or lead 
singer of a band us ns. 2 to be, to project a false image of 
yourself us, mi . 3 fo show up; to make an appearance Australia, 
ms. 4 to confront someone Australia 1945. s to appear before a 
court Australia, ns!. 6 to provide something of value to someone 
with the expectation of being paid latei us - ■ 7 to back down 
from a physical confrontation us m z. 8 to pretend, to fake us, ms. 

► front an air biscuit pied id nr...I generating a 

guilty fart us 20)2. ► front it to face up to i difficult roblen i 
situation; hence, to leave a Vulnerable Prisoners' Unit and return 

front and back noun a sack, the Rhyming stag uk 2003 
front bottom noun the vulva and vter»a^,^« 
front botty; front bum noun the vagiha/st4fS5fA rass 
front bumpers noun th in of bumper 


front door noun 1 I to the back door (the 

rectum) uk msn 2 the leading vehicle in a convoy of citizens' band 
radio users us ws 

front doormat noun a woman's pubic hair uk 19m 
fronter noun 1 a scam by 

telephone who makes the initial call to potential victims us, m. 

2 a person who appears to Ire something he is not and who does 
’-■jiibt deliver on promised action 

front line noun an rrban rea 1 n n m / black community 
may come into conflict with an adjacent white community or 
with the laws of white society West Indian and UK black usage uk. 


front-liner noun a person in a youth gang who is capable of murder 


frontload verb to drink at home before going out for a night of 
drinking on the tSSyttfus, 1999 

front-loading noun r te iniquefor I e in the leaier s down card 
in casino blackjack^ ffie dealer tips the card up to slide it under 

-■^.rrijsdard us. 1991 
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front porch noun in poker, the earliest position in a hand us , mo 
front-running noun ip; i given to r >er n or team only wher 
they are doing well us 1 970 

fronts noun legitimate, square, unaltered dice us. nso >see: GOLD 
FRONTS 

front street noun ► on front street in ihe open; in public us, 1 
► put on front street lo inform on, to betray us, ms 
front up verb to appear in Irani of; lo confront, Australia, ms 
front wedgy noun the < ill n that exist hen a tight-fitting pi 


brought around to the front of the body t^s^oa 

front wheel skid; four wheel skid; four-wheeler no 

Rhyming slang for yid. Intentionally offensive 
front yard noun in trucking, the road ahead of you us, 1 
frosh noun a freshn rn fir 1 ear tudent), either in high 
CQllegfe is w 

frost verb to anger 11 ,11 combination with a body p 

► frost someone's balls to anger someone us 1994 


,known as 'desert boots'. English mod?-*t£jbraced desert be 
made by Clarks, and their popularity spread to the UlhWhe 
were labelled 'fruit boots' because of their perceived popul 


rrican heterosexual pornography has Ic 


will uncover dozens qf sites boasting 'frosted faces',; 
puns on the branded cereal 'Frosted FlateS 5 - while in\ 
Gsjrnfransom with the cereal's sugar glaze tales 
frost freak noun 1 per 1 ho ini lies freon, a refriger 
intoxicating effect us. is® 
frosty noun atobfd beer us, 1x1 
frosty adjective IS. 1970 

frot verb to rub against another person for sexual stimi 


fruiting noun > n i in 
fruit jacket noun a prison record < 


fruit on the sideboard; fruit for the sideboard no 


then consumed randomly us, i w. 3 a group of stroke pat 
cannot care for themselves us urn. 4 a person of mixed r 
1992. ► do the fruit salad to expose your genitals in pi 

fruit show noun I I I I I III 11 i I I I 11 ill - ill III 11 

masturbate herself utilising any of a variety offfuits or ve 
especially when advertised as a service uk 2003s 
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fruity adjective 11 it I nguage i < intent er n h ir sttong sexually 
suggestive; amorous uk 1900. 2 obviously homosexual us, 1940 
frumpy adjective | 'led, messy os, 1947 

frups noun a fart trinidad and tobago , rasz 

frupse noun m th a frupse' is 

'worthless* Barbados, mss 

fruta noun a h h to English 

stangws, imr 

fry noun 1 crack cocaine us i""r 2 crack cocaine mixed with 
embalming fluid or LSD. Probably from dry your brains* but the 
presence of embalming fluid in this potentially lethal mixture 
suggests fry (to execute by electrocution) us r». 3 marijuana 
mixed with embalming fluid or LSD os 2003. 4 LSD os, 1992. sacar 
accident in whichtaw occupant or occupant? if the car are burnt 

fry verb 1 to put lo deatL by electrocution us im. 2 in computing, to 
fail completely us m83. 3 to use and be under the influence of LSD 
us, 1993. 4 of a drug, to destroy or impair the mind by extreme 
intoxication; of a drug-user, to experience the consequences of 
LSD os m 96 . 5 to alter the mind irreparably os, 1972. 6 to straighten 
your hair, chemically or with heat us. 1945. 7 in motor racing, to 
overheat (an engine or'Q&mpbnent)ei ws 
fry daddy noun a marijuana and crack cocaine cigarette us 1 989 
frying size noun I age us 1954 

fry stick noun 1 11 irijuan 1 1 1 I i with nbalming fluid or 
phencyclidine, the recreational drug known as PCP or angel dust 

fry-up noun a quickly cooked collation of any foodstuffs prepared by 
frying uk ms7 

FTAfuck the army A populai sentiment shared by those both in 
and not in the army during the Vietnam war. Country Joe 
McDonald of'Look’s Like I'm Fixin' To Die Rag' fame, took art 
anti-war show named -'Pfef bftithe road to Gl coffee houses in 

FTW used as a defiant stance against everything - fuck the world 

FUBAR adjective 1 1 111 ' 1 > because a situ- 

atiori is fucked up beyond all recognition, drthe many military 
acronyms with a prorwirrpnt 'F J coined during; World War 2, one of 
the few to survive us. 1944. 2 drunk A sense created by using 
'fucked up' to mean 'drunk', not 'botched,' us. ms 


fuck noun i the act of sex uk. 16/5. 2 a person objectified as a sex- 
partner uk 1874. 3,1 despicable or hapless person uk. i927. 4used as 
an intensifier. Often used with 'the', as in 'Get the ftic^put of 
here!' us. m 4. 5 an extreme example or degree uk, 1928. 

6 ► and fuck I ■ ■ 1 etc uk 

2ai2. ► as fuck with a 

adjective. Other examples me t.de: 'heavy as fuck', 'daft as fuck', 
'queer as fuck', etc uk, 1999 ► couldn't organise a fuck in a 

brothel used of an inefficient person uk mi. ► for fuck's 
sake!; fuck sake! used as a register of exasperation or 
► for the love of fuck used as an 
expression of e is[ ration 1 ntr 1 ► like fuck like 

hell; very much uk. 199s. ► running fuck at a rolling doughnut 
tin extremely difficult manoeuvre or operation uk. 1979 
fuck verb i to have sex ( ik, isoo. 2 to damage beyond repair uk 1775. 

3 used as an intense verb of abuse, as in ‘fuck the police' uk mis. 

4 to confound Australia, mm. ► be fucked in the car to have 
had something done to you that you did not deserve Canada. 19s9. 

► fuck a duck to shiri 1 on >ri ietnam war usage, us, 
min. ► fuck a duck! used for r 1 1 in irprise uk 1940s 

► fuck anything that moves applied 1 pe in mpanl 
sexuality I he variations of this catchphrase are manifold, all 
formed on 'fuck anything' - with 'a hole', 'a crack', 'a cock', 'a 
dick’, La vagina', 'hair on it', ‘breasts', ‘tits', 'a heart beat', 'a pulse' 
etc; that moves; on 'two legs’, uk . 1977. ► fuck in the ass to 

victimise; to force into ubr. Figurative! 195 ► fuck the 

arse off to In- I 1 1 ill 1 1 1 Applied to conven¬ 
tional sexual intercourse; despite the use of 'arse', anal sex is 
neither included or precluded Usage is generally something of a 


boast uk 2000. ► fuck the dog to ’die instead of working us. 1935. 

► fuck the fucking fuckers used for expressing contempt and 
defiance of and towaids ju t about ever ne 0. ► fuck 
them if they can’t take a joke dm mg to:' Vietnam war, used as 
a cynically humorous retort when things went wrong. Multiple 
variants us umi. ► fuck up the arse to betray. Combines fuck 
(to damage) with 'up the arse', which makes d personal uk 2001. 

► fuck you very much! used as a humorous expression of 

defiance us mso. ► fuck your fist naslu te us, i9ss ► who 
do you have to fuck? 0 do 

have to persuade?, who is respoi sible for something? how can 
do or get something? Probably hyperbolic us. mss 

fuck adjective ► a fuck sight a 

fuck! used a ►do you fuck!; will 

you fuck! used as a strong and disapproving denial: no you did 
not, no you will not uk iris. ► is it fuck! used as an emphatic 
negative uk aka ► will I fuck! used as an expression of strong 
disagreement Often applied in the third person: 'wflj bgtfticM', 
3 »ill they fuekft*, mi 

fuck prefix used to eate mi lecific tyi ithin a recognisable 
series, e g Tutfesm', fuckology. Dismissive uk, im 
fuckable adjective sexually appealingoK mi 
fuck about; fuck around verb to play the fool, to waste time, to 
make a mess of; to inconvenience uk j®2 
fuck-a-doodle-doo! used as an ironic exclamation of delight uk 1994 
fuckaholic noun a person obsessed with sex us. msi 
fuck all; fuckall noun nrtWfigmtabing at all uk ws 
fuck almighty! used in des; 11 hen the 1 11, call upon God. 
Euphemistic use of fuck for what ''11111,111 otherwise border on 
blasphemy uk 2001 

fuck and blind verb to swear. A frank variation of eff and blind uk 


fuck-around noun 1 a promiscuous person fiii. 1992. 2 a young street 
Tttffiaft AW. >984 

fuck-arse around verb to play the tool, to waste time; to make a 
mess of ta inconvenience uk 2000 
fuckass noun a despicable person uk 19m 
fuckass adjective despicable 
fuckathon noun an extended bout of sex us. ail: 
fuckbag noun a Jgspicab’tespersan us., mm 

fuck book noun a sexually explicit book, usually heavily illustrated us 

1944 

fuckboy noun a young man as the object of homosexual desire us. 

fuckbrain noun ve fuckwit 

fuck buddy noun on us 1972 

fucked adjective 1 ruined f ml erilial >med UK ms. 

2 extremely weary, exhausted uk mm. 3 drunk or drug-intoxicated 
us 1965. 4 insane, crazy, senseless us, 1970 

fucked if I can it 

something ok 2000 

fucked off adjective i fed i g li mi I n ed ingry 
2 having been told to fuck off or to have been on the receiving 
end of a similar injunction or intimaijcrrJUK, 1998 
fucked up adjective i 2 mentally 

unstable; depressed; anguished; uk i 19. 3 despicable us 1945. 

4 ruined, spoiled, broken us. ms 
fucked-upness noun a depressed or ruined condition uk 2ott$ 
fucken adjective iriant spelling of 

TOfiKlNG UK, 2001 

fucker nouni a in in 1 111 i per i. Ofter msed affectionately or 
derisively; not generally a term of abuse unless combined with an 
appropriate adjective eg. 'dirty', 'miserable', etc ok m3. 2 a 
contemptible person t ik. mv. 3 a nuisance, an awkward thing us. 
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fuckery noun i oppression; the inherent corruption of a dominant 
society us, ms. 2 things, concepts us. 2002. ► like fuckery 
vigarous ^ ilf , 2000 

fuckface noun an offensive or despicable person us. 194s 
fuckfaced adjective despicable, ugly us. Jtjp 
fuck-features noun 1 in II erson Australia, m2 
fuck film; fuck flick noun ate^pphtc fffitiiS 
fuckhead noun 11 ed a in all-pur; isultin mi in of address or 
Slelcffpitjv© fioun :clespicable, stupid persoR-t^-ws 

fuckhole noun the vagina UK 1293 

fucking noun 

bragging and fantasising, kept safely between 1 he sheets in a book 
or a bedroom; however in 1996, advertising the title of Mark 
Ravenhill's successful pfe ^Shopping and Fucking, challenged and, 
perhaps, changed some media taboos uk tm 
fucking adjective + adverb used as an attention-getting Intensifier us. 


-fucking-/nf/v used 1 in inter fie )ne < the er 1- nfi 
intensifies u$@J in the'US or UK US 1921 
fucking A! used as an expression of surprise, approval or dismay us, 

fucking Ada! used for r 1 1 1 inn 1 1 frustr ition, etc uk, 194,2 

fucking arseholes! 1 ■ ariger, 

1 ■' Xu I,. 11 ~r LIh >ll 1 • 1 . 

or deliberately reduced to w arse'oles uk. im 

fucking hell! used in e .. f surprise angei 

amazement An intensification of hell Often azily or deliberately 
reduced to w 'ell or ftifi together as a slfijpt word uk 1974 
fucking machine noun a lustful lover Australia, tszj 
fucking new guy noun a re A key term and 

key concept in Vietnam us, 'iS# • ; ’ 
fucking well adverb used for emphasis-,*.JS22 
fuck-in-law noun someone who has had sex with someone you have 
had sex with. Leading to a punning exploration of the 'sex degrees 
of separation' between people us, ms 
fuck it! used dimissal; may 

also Irnpjy fesigriati0n to a situation uk 1937 
Fuck KKKanada! verb in Quebec, used for denigrating the Canadian 
confederacy Canada, 2002 

fuck knows noun an uncertain me ure f time. Clipped from'fuck 
knows how tag 1 uk 1997 

fuck knuckle noun in annoying or d licabl lerson; an idiot; a 
jerkAuSESSWA, fss 

fuck load noun 1 1 1 I II (uantity us, 1988 

fuck machine noun a very active sexual partner us 1992 
fuck-me adjective extremely sexually suggestive us, 1974 
fuck me! used for regi ter ng li belief le [ li urprise, satisfaction. 
Often used in a wry or semi-humorous manner; since the 1950s 
usage is likely to provoke the rejoinders 'not now' or 'later' or 'no 
thanks', etc. Also used in many combinations and elaborations, all 
with same sense Often‘ironic*. 1929 
fuck me blue! 1 ed in elaborat iriant ol fuck me!'us, 1988 
fuck me harder! used as an elaborate and graphic expression of 
frustration us war 

fuck-me’s noun very tight, form-fitting trousers on a man us, 1972 
fuck movie noun a pornographic film us 1967 
fuck no used:asSHdgf||phatic negative. 1979 
fucknutnoun i ntempti rson us 1988 
fucko noun used as a jocular 1' derisive term of address us, 1973 
fuck of a noun 1 i iderable 11 table quantity or example of 
•semettang us 192s 


fuck off verb i to le e, especiall t leave immediately; also used as 
a threatening injection to inspire an immediate departure;- 'Sick 
off!' uk 1 929. 2 used foi dismissing a foolish st; lementwc ww. 3to 
treat someone as unworthy of respect or notice us, ra 62. 4 to 
postpone, to cancel uk, 2002 

fuck-off adjective i bviou uiui it A i: 2 describes an 
attitude of not canng.for the opihfops of others uk 7999. 

3 incompetent us, 7953 

fuck off and die! go away - and don't come back! An emphatic 
variation of fuck off. Abbreviated fortext messaging as foad uk 

fuckola used as an embel idled 'fuck' in any ol its senses us, 199s 
fuck over verb to trea nother per 11 th ntempt or cruelty in 
any way; to mistreat, to hurt emotipnaily'dr physically; to betray, to 
fyictimise, tacieat us, mi 

fuck pad noun a room, apartment or house maintained for the 
purpose of sexual liaisons us, 1975 
fuckpole noun the penis us, 19m 

fuckries noun trouble 1 ng West Indian ind Ui black patois uk 

fucks! used as an expression of anger, frustration or resignation. An 
elaboration of fuck! uk wales, 2001 
fucksome adjective sexually desirable u/cysgk 
fuck spider! used for expressing extreme frustration Singapore, 2002 
fuck stick noun i Hi- per User > ligon p titutes during the 
Vietnam war, adopted by US soldiers ( is. r*. 2 a despicable person 

#, 7958 

fuck-struck noun infatuated or obsessed with someone because of 
■tbei'p,ateHifytin sex us, rase 

fuck that for a lark!; fuck this for a lark! nochancel; used as 
an emphatic dismissal of any activity or notion that you have no 
■yyish to subscribe to uk im 
fuck the bourgeoisie used as a slogan byffttiippie 
counterculture I he first time many young people heard of the 
bourgeoisie *,■■#?/ 

fuck this for a game of soldiers!; fuck that for a game of 
soldiers! toed is an emphatic dismissa in ictivity or notion 
that you have no wish to subscribe to. A military variation of 
earlier Tuck that for a game of Skittles', in ^rrj an elaboration of 
Tuck that' UK-rffis 

fuck truck noun any car, truck or van used for sexual encounters 
AUSTRALIA, 

fuck-upnoun i chrom bunglin I.hi person or thing) us, 

fuck up verb i to spoil, to destroy uk i m. 2 to make a mistake us, 

1945. 3 to fail dismally us. 1970. 4 to cause drink or drug intoxication, 
especially If extreme UK nfa 

fuckwad noun 1 the semen ejaculate! 1 rgasm uk 2000. 2 a 
contemptible fool; a despicable person; used as a general purpose 
'pejorative. The negative suffix '-wad' intensified us. m 
fuckwit noun 'le person, a fool; an idiot. A 

ffend of EUCft and nitwit of halfwit Australia, ises 
fuckwit adjective Stupid UK 2003 

fuck with verb 1 to meddle with; to interfere with; to play around 
with uk, 1999. 2 to impress us. 2001 
fuck-wittage noun a state of stupidity Uk mid-1990s 
fuckwitted adjective IdiwMU, 79B 
fucky adjective i 2 lustfully erotic 

Australia, 1989 . 3 usee as an intensifier, replacing ducking' uk 2000 
fucky-fucky noun e letnam r usage us, 7967 
fucky-fucky sauce noun semen U&.wfc 
fuck you! used contemptuously as an expression of disdain, 
-dismissshtir disbelief *. 2001 


fuck-off noun i fuck you and the horse you rode in on! used as an emphatic 

1947. 2 4fft8tnt * 2«» and ins<jKl£<efc$q&(« wra 
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fuck-you lizard | full of shit 


fuck-you lizard noun i i nam I lizard US soldiers 

in Vietnam thought that the gecko s call sounded as if the gecko 
was saying 'fuck you’ In polite company the lizard w© called an, 
'insulting lizard’ us, mo 

fuck-your-buddy week noun if the present 

week, explaining rude behaviour by your superiors us, i960 

fuck yourself!; go and fuck yourself! used as an expression 
dismissal uk, rars 

fuck you sideways! i oression of 

disdain or dismissa An intensification of fuck you! uk. 2001 
fucky-sucky noun a combination of oral and vaginal sex us, 1974 
fucky-sucky verb nal sex us, im 

FUD noun uncertainty and doubt US, 1997 
fuddle-duddle! iff Sait by 

Canadian Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau House of 

Commons 16th February 1971 Canada, 1979 
fuddy noun an old 1 1 hi led per 1. An abbreviat n of fuddy-duddy 

fuddy-dud noun entional person us, 

fuddy-duddy noun m II ishion I 1 1 minded person us. 


fuddy-duddy adjective in fashior i, narr minded us, 1907 
fudge verb to cheat us, ms 

fudge used as a euphemism for 'fuck'. Based on the opening sound 
(as is 'sugar' for ;hit)uk, /766 

fudge factor noun nail in nade for [ ible error in 
estimating the time, material, or money needed for a job us, ras? 
fudge nudger noun n ngages in mil ex especially a 

male homosexual uk 2003 

fudgepacker noun a gui in hi neone I packs'fudge' 
(excrement), thus a graphic description of a participant in anal 
intercourse us. ms 

fudger noun a plane potter laim 1 1 1 ess than is true 

fuel noun 12 3 

adulterated with psychoactive chemicals us im 
fueled adjective very drunk us. imr 

fueler noun a drag racing car that does not use petrol as fuel us,.#?S 
fuel-tank justicenoun i n n i i pute at work. This 
type of conflict resolution often took place behind a fuel tank, 
near the work location butlscihf sight usually after workys.SMir 
fuel up verb to eat quickly uSk?t&? 

fuete noun a hypodermic needle. From Cuban Spanish fuete (a 
whip) us 

FUFAan army deserter during the Vietnam war - fed up with the 
fucking army us, 1990 

fufnicknoun in dm 1 ties busin 1 r par 1 mechanism that 
has been altered in appearance but rtqfjts substance Us, 1953 
fufu noun 1 an f 1 N ISLANDS 1985. 

2 a homosexual us 1993 


■SupW^Smifor 'fuck' 


pair- itst 


1 and 


Fugawi noun cause after 

years of wandering they asked, 'Where Ike fuck are we?’. Military 
origins us, im 

fugazi adjective 11 I dm 111 I 1 1 In 11 Jr 

fugazzi adjective wrong - li gui ing 1 fuck ml possibly, arse uk 

fugging adverb used as a euphemism for the intensifier 'fucking' us. 


fugly noun an extremel ugl >er 1 Australia, 1970 

fugly adjective er I ndin fucking i funky') and'ugly' 


full adjective 1 dr 2 tening of 'full 

of drugs' uk 1978. 3 pregnant trinidadand tobago, 1976 
full as a bull’s bum adjective extremely full Australia, ts&t 
full as a fairy’s phone book adjective extremely full; very drunk. 
Alluding 10 the allegedly inherent fickle nature of homosexual 
males Australia, ms 

full as a family jerry adjective npl I lull tralia ix 

full as a family po adyect;Ve extremely full; very ijfiffiSs Australia, m2 
full as a goog adjective exttgmfelyfRijf) very drunkAusrssja, mi 

full as a pommie complaint box adjective extremely full; very 
drunkAUSTRAUA ms 

full as a state school adjective ry drunk Australia, 

full as a teddy bear adjective very drunk Canada, ms 
full as a tick adjective extremely full, very drunk Australia, imv 
full-auto adjective (used ota firearm) fully automatic us, 1992 
full belt adverb at top speed AUSTRALIA, 1901 

full bottle noun full speed or maximum volume. A Londoners' term 

full bull noun a colonel in the US Army usr m2 

full chart noun a sale with maximised profit realised from financing 

full dress adjective of a motorcyle, fully ec 


lipped and accessorised 


full eeknouna face that Is fully made-up uk 2002 

full French noun ml perf ned or 1 man until he ejaculates 

~ if W73 

full Greek noun ack down a lane 

with a scoring device, scoring twice uSi igzv 
full guns adverb to the maxi-tjaiiiifi'is; © 4 ? 
full hand noun the tate ft in infected il multiple sexually 
transmitted diseases us w 
full harva noun anal intercourse uk 2002 
full hit noun ersi$tfjibg uk 2001 

full house noun 1 nl in iii i i mil existent diseases us, 
1947. 2 Infection with both gorlorrhea and syphilis us i98t. 3 a state 
in which a person is infested with more than one form of parasite,, 
such as head and body lice uk 1977. 4 in drag racing and hot 
rodding, a highly modified engine IS im 
full house and no flush noun the situation in which all available 
latrines are occupied uS, 

full house mouse noun in I 1 II.II u with a fully 

modified engine us, ms 

full monty; full monte; monte noun everything required within a 
given context. Usage widely popularised by the success of the film 
the Fiill Monty, 1997. Three plausible etymologies are well- 
rehearsed: from the nickname 'Monty', given to Field Marshal' 
Montgomery, 1st Viscount of Aiamein (1887-1976); the card game 
called Spanish Monte or Monte Bank; an abbreviation of 
Montague Burton, a high street menswear and tailoring company, 
retailers of a complete suit of clothing UK ms 
full moon now 1 2 buttocks of 

the large variety us, 1997. 3 a large slice of peyote cactus us mo 
Full Nanaimo noun mb li 1 hi mulating official naval 
■Itti re CANADA, 1989 

full of beans adjective vigorous, energetic, in high spirits, full of life 


full of gob adjective talkative; too talkative uk 2002. 
full of run adjective (used of a racehorse) in good racing form us, mi 
full of shit adjective • i per i ' li < i ii I r congenitally stupid, 
mbleadingor misinformed us. 1954 




full of yourself | funny money 
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full of yourself adjective conceited, self-involved uk ism 
full-on adjective l 

full OUt adverb US, 1918 

full personal noun ,e u ,1 inter urse i li i i M m masturbation, 
when advertised as a service offered by a prostitute uk, 2003 

full sails advert 11 1111 ..gal >p >eed with the wind 

behind yOu u% isk 

full screw noun a corporal in the army uk 1995 
full service noun in the coded language of massage parlours, sexual 
intercourse us. 2002 

full stop; full stop - end of story a catchphaM used as a firm 
signal that a matter is at an end. Verbalised punctuation, exactly 
matching US use of 'period* uk, im 
full-timer noun I vehicle all year 

full tit noun ari all-out effort new Zealand. 199s 
full tub noun in poker, a hand consisting of three cards of the same 
tank and a pair. Conventionally known a$ jrfiit bouse' of; rm 
full up to dolly's wax replete with food; entire 
full weight noun 1 1 1 Im that 11 is much as it is 

claimed to weigh us. 1992 
fully adverb very US, 1982 

fuma d'Angola; fumo d'Angola noun marijuana. Portuguese, 
meaning 'smoke of Angola' us. 19a9 
fumble verb ptification of 

academic difteiency us. ism 
fumble fingers noun clumsy hands us. wx 
fumed-up adjective nlarijuana-intoxicated uk 2002 
fumigate verb to take an enema before or after anal sex us 1972 
fummydiddle verb to waste time or to bungle us. 1975 
fun noun a grain 1954 

fun verb to tease, g^jp^g 1967 
fun adjective IS, 1950 

fun and frolics noun the test ic Ruymiu I tng for bollocks, 
recorded as Anglb-tiSh; tseo 

fun and games noun 1 a (very) agreeable time; love-making, petting 
and/or sexual intercourse I lie sexua sense is, of course, a special¬ 
isation of the general sense uk n,i. 2 ironically, a disagreeable 
a brush with an enemy Originally navy usage when thjjs. 
enemy was at sea uk 1948 
fun bags noun the female breasts us. i 9 ss 

fun book noun in to guests by 

casinos us, mr 

fun boxnoun in katebi irdir n< )Ot-pn lelled scootering, any 
manufactured obstacle (usually made of wood) that provides 
Varying configurations of ramps and surfaces isjtfhe boarder to 
employ us. 1992 

funch noun sex duringiflthCh US im 

Fun City nickname New York. Coined by Mayor John Lindsay in 1965 
fundage noun mc§^‘us. 1993 

fundie; fundi; fundy noun 1 freligiou ith, fundamentalist; a 


funeral noun ► it's your funeral; your funeral it's of rto concern 
to me (regardless of what the business, circumstance or situation 
(tfmt f§ being referred to is) us ws 

funeral train noun a long line of cars whose progress Is impeded by 
One slow driver who refuses to pull Over and let them pass m2 
fun factor noun the ratio 1 ir's power to it weight us. 1992 
fungee; fungy noun li 1 implin 1 I - dish blueberry pie 

CANADA. 1952 


fungoo! fuck y / language us. 

fun hog noun an obsessed enthusiast of thrill sports us, 1992 
funk noun 1 a strong human sme I; the smell of human sexual 
activity us, 1917. 2 semen; smegma us 1976. 3 a genre of dance 
music that combines soul, blues, gospel and jazz with irresistible 
beats and rhythms. From the sense as 'the smell of sex'US urn, 

4 a depressed state otrtijjdt* im 
funk! used for expressing anger or disgust us, 1903 
funk; funk it verb to lose your nerve, to have your courage or deter- 
ipinattoh gryf way uk issz 
funked out adjective drug-intoxicated 
funki dred noun hair In 

dreadlocks as a part of his fashionable style - not as a profession . 
Of Rastafarianism. Deliberate misspellings of funky (fashionable) 
and 'dread' (a dreadlock wearer) uk 1994 
funk out verb to become exhausted Bahamas, m2 
funky adjective 1 2 bad, 

distasteful, dirty, smelly i is, im. 3 earthy, fundamental, emotional, 
and when applied to music, characterised by blues tonalities us. 

I'nu 4 (ashl nable 5 in mpu n ie riptive of a feature 
that works imperfectly but rtot poorly enough tojUp^ftefjme 
and expense to S^rteet it us mi 
Funky Fourth nfcfaiamethe Fourth ®ivisic|^- mi 
funky-fresh adjective fashionable, stylish us. m2 
funky yellow noun a variety of LSD us sss 
funny adjective i homosexual us, m2. 2 odd, strange; hence, unwell 

funny bomb noun a ti igr lentin - - -11 use 

funny bone noun the - remi if the / specifically that 

part of the elbow over which the ulnar nerve passes; a notional 
part of the body that ii| stimulated by comedy. A pun on 
'humerus' and 'humorous 1 , stressing the funny-peculiar Sensation, 
that is felt when the nerve is Struck uk. im 

funny book noun 1 ip in .. I 1 n gazine us. 1976. 2 in 

trucking, a driver s daily log book us. 1976 
funny boy noun a 

funny bunny noun an eccentric us, 19m 

funny business noun di I ne n pu riminal activities uk 

funny car noun 1 in the language of car salesmen, a small car, 
especially a foreign-made car us. 1975. 2 in drag racing, a car with a 
drag racing chassis and engine covered with a fibreglass, replica of 
a contfeftfssnai .ear body us, 19ms 
funny cigarette noun maujuana cigarette US 1949 
funny fag noun I ormed on fag (a cigarette) 

funny farm noun h t 1 1 1 1 1 nenta ill us, 7959 

Funny Farm Express nickname 1 1 1 in 1 I 1 con Foods Express 

11 I - ill 1 ill ini 1 | 1 hi 

funny five minutes noun a temporary abefrjtitspia^ few 
funny ha-ha; ha-ha funny adjective amusing, invi ting bf laughter, as 
opposed to 'funny' in the sense of peculiar I rom the oft-cited 
contrast of funny peculiar and 'funny ha-ha' by British novelist 
and dramatist Ian Fl ay uk, 193s 
funny kine adjective 

usage us, mi 

funny money noun 1 counterfeit or play currency us, ms. 2 during 
the Vietnam war, military payment certificates The certificates 
were handed out to the military instead of cutfehey to prevent 
black market use of the US dollar. Denominations of the 
certificates ranged from dve cents to 20 dollars us. 190,5. 3 any 
foreign currency. A resolutely English coinage, disregarding Scottish 
notes and sneering at the Euro uk 1 m. 4 the scrip issued in 
Alberta by the Canadian Social Credit parly, which advocated free 
iff&fit and monetary return; the party became known as the 
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funnyosity | FYI 


'funny-money party' Canada, 195a. 5 promotional coupons issued by 
casinos to match money bets us, 2003 
funnyosity noun 1 I uliar curi By eli n 
funny papers noun 1 L [ A reference the it toon images 
printed on, or simply the effect of LSD impregnated blotting 
paper uk isx. 2 topographical maps. Vietnam war usage; a tad 
cynical about the accuracy of the military’s maps us isso. 

3 building plans us, ra® 

funny peculiar adjective funny in die sense of peculiar, as opposed 
'funny ha-ha' (amusing) uk, 1938 
funny puff noun a m#ijuana. cTgare:t|| us; » 7 S 
funny valentine noun a tablet of Dexedrine™, a central nervous 
system stimulant A reference to the tablet’s heart shape os, rase 
funny ward noun a hospital ward reserved for the mentally ill US. ras3 
funny water noun any alcoholic beverage us. 1974 
funster noun a joke 1 11 ho remind 1 how much fun we 

are having. The name of a model ofiChfysler outboard boat and 
given a nod in 'Tenement Funster', a song composed by Roger 
Taylor and recorded by Queen in 1974 us, 1974 
funsy-wunsy noun sex us, 195 s 
funsy-wunsy adjective fun, cute us ms 

funt; foont; pfund noun a pound (£); money I rom German pfund 
pronounced 'foont' and Yiddish funt, incorporated into parleyaree 
and thence polari uk 1 «? 
fun tickets noun famm ffiaaz 


funzine noun a purportedly humorous single-interest fan magazine 


fur noun 1 the female pubic hair; a woman as a sex object 
Contemporary use mainly in furburger, fur pie, etc us ra59. 2 a 
woman's hairpiece us, razz. ► make the fur fly to cause uproar, 
to disturb the status quo;«s„ im 
furball noun an aerial dogfght involving several planes us, rasa 
fur beef noun a prison sentence for rape us raze 
furburger noun il r- igma | .. t of oral pleasure¬ 

giving; a woman as a sex object A term that is especially popular 
with internet pornographers us, pm 
fur coat and no knickers applied to someone whose surface 
rectitude masks a less than respectable morality uk im 
fur cup noun the vaginavfi pss ► drink of the fur cup to, 
perform oral sex on a woman us, ra66 
furious fifties noun the latitutes of 50 to 59 degrees south 

AhfTARCTICA, 1906 


furthermucker noun used as a humorous euphemism for 
'motherfucker' us, 1965 

fur tongue noun a sycophant or toady us,iWf 
fur-trapper noun a thief wh iistracts i el guest in the lobby or at 
the hotel desk long enough to steal their furs us, 1954 
fusebox noun "ffejs^af as! tm 
fuselighter noun an artiJiery.soldier us, im 
fuss noun ► don't make a fuss a bus. RhymingslahguK, 19a 
fuss verb used as a euphemistic replacement lor 'fuck' us, 1974 
fuss-arse noun a fussy person. In 2003, usage appears to be mainly 
limited to‘south and southwest Wales uk mi 
fuss-box noun a finicky, fussy person uk 1901 
fussbudget noun a;4|r.B? n ' c worrier us. 1904 
fussed adjective ► not fussed unconcerned uk ra® 
fusspot noun a very fussy person. A combination of 'fuss', as an 
indicator of the dominant char; cteristic, and -pot (a person) uk 1921 
fussy adjective finicky UK, 2002. ► not fussy not especially keen; 

► not that fussy about having an 
aversion to something, not liking 11 Canada, 2000 
futz around verb to waste time; to tinker with no results us, 1930 
futz up verb used as a euphemism for 'fuck up', meaning to bungle 

US. 1947 

fuzz noun lap li r; the police 2 the pubic hair, 

'uscislly on a female us. mi 

fuzz verb to shuffle (a dec I fplayin il I imultaneously 
drawing cards fromth'S bottom and top of the deck us, pe7 
fuzzball noun i l rt 1 ler I phr -1 in the n inner of'someone 
ttapped a fuzzball' and 'who's made-the'fczzbsK? 1, w, rats 
fuzz box noun in electric line work, a noise-producing voltage tester 

m 

fuzzburger noun the vagina as an object of oral pleasure-giving us, 

fuzz-buster noun 

fuzzed adjective drug-intoxicated usypsi 
fuzzie noun a girl cf fSging woman us 1974 
fuzz one; fuzz two; fuzz three noun used as a rating system by 
US forces in Vietnam for the films shown on base; the system 
rated fijfes'im the amourf; of pubtc hair shown. The more, the 
better us wso 

fuzz-spotter noun a rear view mirror. Papi-Fuzz (the police) uk 1979 


furkid noun a pet whose owner makes much of il Canada, aw 
furlough baby noun a b il born after - iceman’s brief visit 
■Some CANADA, 1989 

furnace and organ noun a car-.tSdiO'.and heater ift 1959 
furniture noun a rifle’s or a similar weapon's stock uk 199 5 
furphy noun 1 a run iur. A milar nantic devel pment can be 
seen with scuntEBUTT. Rarely 'furfy' Australia 1915. 2an iron water 
cart "From the name of a manufacturer ofsach carts Australia, ms 
fur pie noun the vulva and pubic hair us 1934 
furra noun heroin Ug-ife. 
furry folds noun the vagina us, 200: 
furry hoop noun the vagiraAtgf|t®J4, raz 1 
furry letterbox noun the vagina uk 2001 
furry monkey noun the vagina UK 1999 
fur shur adverb >see: FER SHUR 


fuzztail noun ar.iheifse as, rasa 

fuzzy noun 1 in Is e racing horse that i ee 11 1» certain to win a 
race us, rase. 2 in a deck of playing cards, the joker us, ra® 
fuzzy-wuzzy noun 1 if a foreign 

land. A soldier's term, originally foi a Sudanese warrior, widened to 
include all of Africa and islands such as Fiji. Now offensive and 
disdainful uk 1892. 2 (during World War 2) a native of Papua New 
Guinea Australia 1942. 3 a dust ball us, ra4z 
fuzzy-wuzzy angel noun 1 li 11 1 1 1 r2 i native of Papua 

New Guinea who gave assistance to Australian service personnel 

AUSTRALIA, 1942 

fwefen noun lira lira 7i DAGO 2003 

f-word noun 1 the word 'fuck' I Ira intent is to specify one word, out 
of thousands that begin with *f. that the speaker will not use us, 
i97o. 2 fusion (of musical genres) In music such fusion is viewed 
with great trepidation, stressed hens toy its deliberate conftisiba 
with 'fuck' uk 2002 


further noun ► in the further in lira future Used when saying 

goodbye us r®$ 

further adverb ► have it further back to kn^w a lot and share 
that knowledge id.Mk Canada, 1972 


FYA used as Internet shorthand to mean '/or your amusement' us, 

FYI used in computer message shorthand to mean 'for your /nfor- 

, :rn$^an , us, mi 




Gg 


6 now 1 one thousand dollars; one thousand pounds; one thousand. 
From grand us, 1928. 2 a gram. Used mainly in a drug context uk, 
1997. 3 one grain (of a narcotic) us, ;■*«. 4 a generic manufactured 
cigarette us, m2. 5 a gang member1 is, 1 a 1. 6 a close friend us, 1939. 
7 a girlfriend US, 1991. 8 a G-string us, m2 
g* adjective good especially 111 g day, g'night, g'morninguK 1x1 
gaar noun the In 111 r moo 1997 

gab noun unimportant conversation uk, 1790 

gabacho; gavacho noun a white person. Derogatory border Spanish 
used in English conversation by Mexican-Americans us. 1950 
gabalash verb (of quilting) to lash the quilt into ihe frame with big 
stitches, so that the precise, tiny stitches of the quilting design 
itself may be done. The word may derive fro® Blending the two 
words 'gab' and 'lash', asihftfluilting seisiKis are also occasions 

Mg'tj$k CANADA, 1999 

gabber noun any centra) system stjm.Ula : rjt-U$ tst? 

gabbleguts noun 1 rlkat e[ 1 11 istralia im 
gabby bench noun it ich favour II Ikers Bahamas, 1982 
gabbyguts noun 1 talkative pe in stralia 1x9 
Gabby Hayes hat noun the field hat worn by US soldiers in 
Vietnam. Likened to the narrow brim and low crown ofthe hat 
worn j^t tW US western film staf Cabbir Flayes us. tfrz 
gabfest noun a group talk, usually about gossip or trivial matters us. 
1897 

gabins noun rt 

Gabriel nickname i ii h I i i hapel organ 
gabs noun trousers made of gabardine (a twill-woven cloth) uk <955 
gack noun ico line 2 a despised pe on os, 1997 

gack raft in poker, to fold holding a hand that would have won had 
the player stayed in the game us, 1996 
gack-blowing noun he proct 1 in ingt ng cocaine uk 2002 

gacked adjective .-in ' 1 i< ited uk 2003 

gack-nag; gak-nag noun a cocaine user 04,1*8 
gack scab noun a crusting of damaged mucous membrane that 
forms around the: nostrils as the result ol inhaling cocaine. 
Combines gack (cocaine) with .eonysnttonal 'scab' uk, 1999 
gad noun in horse racing, the whip used by jockeys us. 1976 


gadabout noun a Lada car. Citizens' band radio slang uk mi 
Gadaffi noun the NAAFI (Navy, Army and An f orce Institutes). In 
Royal Air Force use; rhyming slang, based on the name of Lybian 
leader Csltsiei Moammar ft- m2 


gad daigs! used for expressin urprise ias m2 
gadget noun 1 used 1 1 ene il tern 1 1 heating device used 
In a card game us, ms. 2 in poker, any special rule applied to a 
game using wild cards us 1x7. 3 a G-string or similar female article 
of clothing us, rsc. 4 a US Air Force cadet us, 1944 
gadgie noun 1 a man; an idiot or fool uk Scotland, ms. 2 an old 
man. Urban youth slang UK 2005 

gaff nouni a location uk 1999. 2 a place of residence; home; a shop 
or other place of business uk cue. 3 a prison cell. A narrower sense 
of 'a place of residence' ui 199 4 a fail or fairground; a place of 
public amusement Circus usage uk 1 . sa cheating device us 
1893 . 6 a device used to hide the shape of a male transvestite's 

gaff verb 1 to fix or rig a device us; cm. 2 to cheat uk isn. 3 to talk 
aimlessly and pleasantly trinidadand tobago, 1994 


gaffer noun 1 used as a form of address. A loose variation of'gaffer' 
as 'boss' or 'old man', usually showing respect uk England. 174s. 

2 an employer, a boss, a foreman ; r. i--. 3 a. senior electrician in a 
film unites 1x9. 4 on ihe railways, a track crew supervisor us, 1977. 

5 in motorcyle racing, a leader of a racing team us. ms. 6 in circus 
and carnival usage, a manager us, mi 
gafflenoun in street gambling, a protocol under which the winner 
shares his winnings with other players us, 1997 
gaffle verb 1 to steal us, 1900. 2 to arrest; to catch us. 195 4. 3 to cheat, 
to swindle, to defraud 

gaffs noun dice that have been iltere 1 leating us. i9so 
gaff shot noun in ; m i i hoi | 1 ill an illegal one 

gaffus noun a hyf ierm rin ind r II - ( -oially when 
improvised us, 1x7 

gafu noun a cole S NEW ZEALAND, 

gag noun 1 a r a practice us, hbo. 2 in the 

television and film industries, a stunt us, use. 3 any artifice 
employed by a beggar in elicit sympathy us. mu. 4an event or 
activity contrived to provide amusement or excitement uk isx. 
s an indefinite prison sentence us ms. 6 a small group of close 
friends us 1994. 7 a quick use of cocaine us 1997. 8 in craps, a bet 
that the shooter will make his even-numbered point in pairs 


gag verb to panic in the face of a great challenge us, ms 
gaga adjective 1 infatuated, silly uk 1917. 2 mad, especially as a result 
of senility uk 1920 

gag-awful adjective hOthBigTys, )98 , 

gage nouni marijuana -I 11 e in -ages ' us 1934. 

2 alcohol, especially whisky us, m2. ► get a gage up to smoke a 
marijuanacigarette uk 199s 

gage butt noun a marijuana fashioned cigarette us ms 
gaged adjective drug-intoxicated us 1932 

gage out; gauge out verb to become, or be, sleepy as a result of 
marijuana intoxication uk i 9 x 

gagers; gaggers noun methQiMraKjfus, ms 
gagged adjective disgusted us, 1968 

gagging adjective desperately craving something, such as a cigarette, 

gagging for a blagging adjective used of banks, etc, that exhibit 
poor security. A combination <if gagging (desperate for something) 
and blagging (a robbery with violence) uk 2001 
gaggle noun a formation o' several military aircraft (lying ihe same 


gaggler noun 1 I >wn as ecstasy 

UK 2(3} 1 2 amphetamines UK 2003 

gag me!; gag me with a spoon! used '01 expressing disgust. A 
quintessentia Valley Girl expression 0' disgust us m2 
gagster noun i-Skredisn' UK ms 

Gainesburger noun in the military, canned beef patties. Alluding to 
a dog food! product Vietnam war usage us. * 

Gainesville green noun marijuana gaown m or near Gainesville, 
.flqrida US, raze 

gal noun a woman or a girl. This gal if a woman $JP a chequered 
history: 'Cockney for gii", 1824, but then the pronunciation 
worked its way up the social ladder until, hyabout tip® it was 
quite upper-class.; From, around 18S0 a 'gal' was a 'servant girl' or 
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galactic | gandy gang 


a 'harlot', and from about 1860, a 'sweetheart' as used by Albert 
Chevalier in My Old Dutch, 1893. The current sdnse is recorded in 
jazz and jive eiircfe from the 1930s. By the turn-#ifie 
itiilfenniura having passed through respectability once again, 'gal' 
waS: ^atronising:$r kitsch, arttfdrely fcunjl,#jhout 'guys' uk 1795 
galactic adjective great, wonderful, amazing us. ms 
galah noun a fool. I rom the name ol i endemic Australian 
cockatoo, commonly kept as a cage bird, and able to be coaxed 
into antic behaviour. The name afthe bird comes from .the 
Australian Aboriginal language Yuwaalaraayxiusr&tm 7 938 
galba noun the pen T r igo, 2003 

gal block noun a ection of i pr n reserved 1 hi ifnntly homosex¬ 
ual prisoners us: S§h’'"' 
gal-boy noun an effeminate young man us, 1937 
galf noun a girlfriend A reduction tf 'galfriend' us. tm 
Galilee stompers noun in I n exual usage andals us. m7 
gall noun effrontery, impudence uSs>0 : 
gallery 13 noun a pttsfn graveyard us tm 

gallery god noun a theatre-goer who sits in the uppermost balcony 

US, 1947 

gallon noun a container for liquid, without regard lo the precise 

VOWWif FIJI, 1993 

gallop verb ► gallop the lizard (of a male) to masturbate 

AUSTRALIA, 1985 


galloper noun a racehorse aus>£%!a, 79® 
galloping adjective WQrS®I)iflg UK, 7i|p . 

galloping bones noun dice us. 1920 
galloping dandruff noun body lice us. 1920 

galloping dominoes noun dice us. ists 

galloping horse noun heroin. An elaboration of horse (heroin) us, 

gallops noun horse racing Australia, 1950 
gallup noun heroin BuilcTg on I he horse image uk 2002 
gallus; gallows adjective attract e < iderfi elf-confident, quick¬ 
witted, brave, ostentatious, nonchalant; also used as an intensifies 
A phonetic slurring of 'gallows', suggesting 'fit 1$$ftie gallows' and 
thus 'wicked' - a very early example of 'bad* 'good', Jntjw 
MS from the 1840s to 194CS UK 1739 
galoot; galloot noun 11 in 1 ill 11 I 1 I ng stupid boorish, 
foolish, clumsy ('■ otherwise objectionable Possibly from Dutch 
gelubt (a eunuchjtX'fsw 

gal pal nouni a woman's female friend us. 2001. 2 a female friend of 
a male homosexual uj rjsfo 

gal tank noun il 

galvanise noun I 1 rri 1 iron \dos. ms 
galvo noun galvanised iron. Iron corrugated sheets are a common 
building material hi rural Australia Australia, ms 
gam noun 1 the I“ ii in 1 | li 1 1 rippled leg, later to a 

woman’s leg ox, ms. 2 an act of oral sex Also variant 'gambo' uk 


gam verb 1 to pretend Ireland, ?«;. 2 lo boast us. mo. 3 to perform 
oral sex uk. 1910 

gamahuche noun an act el ral II 1 mbination of Scots 

dialect words gam (gum, mouth) and roosh (rush), hence a 
'rushing into the mouth : rja^^hiitely from r .French gamahucher 
Which shares the same sense UK ises 
gambage noun >bago, 1940 

Gamble and Procter; gamble noun a doctor. Rhyming slsjfif, 
formedh'ff l reversal of the pharmaceutical company Procter and 
OiriiMe uk 1998 

gambler's bankroll; gambler’s roll noun a bankroll consisting ©Fa 
large-denomination note on the outside of a number of small- 
denomination notes us, t9S6 


game noun 1 an athlete's style and ability us. 1997. 2 a person's style, 
visual and oral us us, 3 a conventiona attitude A counterculture 
concept that refuses to accfpfcinpfi-tlop-out society as anything 
more than a game with unnecessary rules uk 07,7. 4 a criminal 
activity; crime as a profession uk 1739. s business Australia, us/u 
6 an attempt to con us, 1975. 7 sex appeal us, 1999. 8 an Interest In 
the opposite sex us, 2001. 9,1. romantic 01 sexual relationship 
outside your primary relationship, Synonymous with play around; 
also, 'game' has strong sexual overtones, as in on the game 
( engaged in prostitution) uk rats. ► give the game away to 
cease doing something; to abandon; to give upaustraua, 1953. 

► on the game to be working as a prostitute uk ms. ► out of 
the game mm igaged or latin n ne person us. 2001. 

► run a game to fool, to swindle us mo. ► the game the 
business of prostitution uk is9s. ► the Game the criminal life- 

game verb 1 to deceive, to mislead, lo trick us, m3. 2 to flirt; to woo 

game! red lot expressing that enough is enough us, 1997 
game as a pissant adjective very courageous Australia, 1944 
game face noun in port 1 ser u expre 1 n and demeanour 
reflecting complete concentration on the competition at hand. 
Now used outside of sports, extended to any s#iqu§ -^tpafion us 

gameless adjective Prifisiied iij tssi- 

game of nap noun 1 1 i| I .. lang, fror 1 the card game uk 

1976. 2 an act. of defecation Rhyming slang for crap ox 1992 
game over! used for expressing that enough is enough us 1997 
gamer noun in I ii 1 r role-pla ing game enthusiast us 1977. 
2an athlete who can always be counted on for a gritty, all-out 
effort us 1977. 3 a person engaged in swindles and hustles as a way 
of life usJify 

game refuge noun in 1 1 hi 11 n h mi lit iolators who are 
under pursuit are free from further pursuit once they pass the 
gates us tsst 

games and sports; games noun warts. Rhyming slang uk 2003 
gamey eye noun a tendency ms 

gamma delta iota noun a college student who is not a fraternity or 
sorority member; a notional fraternity or sorority comprised of 
students who don't belong x: fraternities or sororities. A bade 
ifkifoatjoiSitorn Gdi (god damn independent) (ijy$j® 
gammon noun one microgram I he unit of measurement for LSD 
doses, even in the non-metric US us, 19m 
gammon rasher noun 1 uperlative thing - I , mi ng slang for 
SMASHER UK, 1974 

gammy adjective 1 iriieuo oflo 1 1 In - in gammy gear' 

(inferior goods) uk 1979. 2 lame uk 1879 

gammy chant noun a bad situation 

gamoosh noun a fellow, usually not referring to a winner in the zero- 
sum game of life us, nss 
gamot noun heroin; morphine UK 1998 

gander noun a look us 1914. ► cop a gander to look at someone or 
something, e ► get your gander 

up to become annoyed 01 angry A variation, probably by mis¬ 
hearing, Of DANDER UK, 2002 

Gandhi's flipflop noun of extreme 

dryness. Mahatma Gandhi, 1869-1948, wore sandals uk 1999 
gandies noun underwear os Jfs 
G and T noun gfn and tonic. Initial-ism OK Km 
gandy noun in Newfound and, a pancake ca/vada 19m 
gandy dancer noun 1 1 1 nl 1 n - 1 1 ught to be so called 
from the Gandy IV,, nufacturing Company ol Chicago, which made 
many of the tools used by the section gangs us ms. 2 a road 
worker ox mo. 3 in trucking, a tractor trai ei that weaves back and 
forth road us, mi 

gandy gang noun on the railways, a crew of track workers us 1977 
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gang noun 1 a work crew. Still heard on occasion, but largely replaced 
with the standard English 'crew' us 1989. 2 a person’s social group. 
From earlier conventional senses u- 1 3 a great many us, ian. 

4 marijuana Bahamas, 1982 

gang verb to engage 1 ria nsecutive sex, hor losexual or het¬ 
erosexual, especially to engage in multiple rape A shortened form 

Of GANGBANG UK, 1972 

gangbang noun i uccs ive erial pulation between a single 
person and multiple partners us, ms. 2 an orgy at which several 
couples have sex. 3 a cluster of reporters descending on a public 
figure with microphones, cameras, notepads and shouted 
questions. Sometimes shortened to 'bang' of the variant 'rMjor 
bang' us, 2001. 4a soda gathering A humorously ironic use of the 
orgiastic sense uk 1977. sagroupof friends talking logether on 
citizens' band radio us. ■ 6a television writing session involving 
multiple writers us, 1997. 7 the utilization of a large number of 
computer programmers to create a product in a short period ■ 
time us, 1991. 8 a fight between youth gangs us, m7 
gangbang verb 1 1 igage ..< ml pulation with mul¬ 

tiple partners. Also in figurative use us, 1949. 2 to be an active part 
Uga gang; to battle another gang us, im 
gangbanger noun i il gang nember us, 1939 
gangbuster noun 1 In 11 police official or piosecutor 
who targets organised crime us. 1936 
gangbusters noun ► like gangbusters aggressively, with %§e us, 

gang cheats noun ^federates in a 

cheating scheme us, m 

gange noun in 111 n ii 11 - hi nin f ganja marijuana) us nsi 
gang-fuck noun an uhCobrdihated mess m, im 
gang-fuck verb to engage in serial, consecutive sex, homosexual or 
hetereosexual us, 19m 

gangienoun 1 “ii 1 I 1 n per ran multiple, partners, 
consensual or not new Zealand, 1971 

gangplank noun a bridge us, m 

gangplank fever noun in the military, a fear of transfer to an 
assignment overseas us. ms 

gang-shag noun /een a single 

person and multiple partners US, 1927 
gang-splash noun in I n one person uid multiple 
partners, heterosexual or homosexual, consensual or not Australia, 


gangsta noun 

de iberate respelling 0' 'gangster' us, 199s 
gangsta adjective good, exciting. tirp-h&M, 2002 
gangsta-lette noun a female gang member us. snot 
gangstamuthafucka noun who is con 

sidered powerful An intensification of gangsta us, 1997 
gangsta rap; g-rapnoun 1 raf nusi ire hara terised by explicit 
sex and violence which, it is claimed, reflects black urban exist¬ 
ence. Combines gangsta or 'g' (a.bla$teWban-anti-hero)with rap 
(a musical styl gfus, m2 

gangsta rapper noun 1 if hi ho refle n the black urban 
experience in an explicit v sexual and violent manner, gangsta rap 
fis been an influential musiC'gatWiinte the late 1980s us m> 
gangster noun 1 1 larijuan Promot 1 1 utla elf image enjoyed 
by smokers of the 1! egal substance; possibly playing on ganja us, 
i960. 2 a cigarette us, 1972 

gangster bitch noun outh gang 

members us, 2001 

gangster doors noun any four-door sedan us, mo 
gangster lean noun 1 /hich the driver 

leans towards (he right side of the car, eaning on an arm rest, 
steering with the left hand; by extension, a slouching walk or 
posture us. 1973. 22 car with hydraulic shock aborbers that are set 
to leave the car hipjgr on one side than the other u$. fmf 


gangster pill noun any barbiturate or other central nervous system 
depressant us 1 994 

gangster whitewalls noun h 1 I hi ml tyres us, u/x 
gang-up noun serial sex between multiple active participants and a 
single passive one us, 1951 

gangy noun a close friend; a fellow member of a clique. Hawaiian 
youth usage i/s, m2 

ganja noun 1 mini 1 1 1 1 1 II torn mu 1 Hindi word for 
'cannabis', possibly derived from bhang and adopted around 1920 
by 'Anglo-Indian drug addicts', by 1970 the UKlifejfee Office 'could 
ascribe it to West Indians'. Celebrated in song by, among many 
others, Clancy Eccles, 'Ganjts iFrge', 1972 and Leslie Butler, 'Ashanti 
Ganja Dub', 1975. With many spelling variations including 'ganj', 
'ganjah', 'ganjuh' and 'ganga' Jamaica, 1972. 2 the white 
establishment USsiom 
ganja adjective white-skinned us, 2000 

gank noun 1 marijuana 21 h tance Id as an illegal drug 

that is actually fate us, 1994 

gank verb 1 to steal us, . .. 2 in Internet game-playing, to 'kill' a 

player, especia ly unfairly A so used as a noun uk, 2003 
ganky adjective ugly, repulsive/saywft mf 
GAP noun the Great American Public us. 1955 
gap verb to watch, to witness a crime us, 1949. ► gap it to make a 
quick exit sit n m ► gap your axe to annoy new 

zeAiand, im 

gape noun a complet I Ii ided am A term used by 
anal sex fetishists, especially on (he Internet us, 1999 
gape verb to tdte, lib wander us im 

gaper nouni a doll. An abbreviation of gaping asshole us, race. 2a 
novice skier or a non-skier watching others ski us mo. 3a mirror 

«t. m 

gaper-block; gapers' block noun a traffic problem created by 
motorists slowing down to gawk at an accident us, mi 
gaping and flaming adjective (used of a party) wild, rowdy, fun US 

gaping asshole noun a |§p& im 

GAPO noun ll “d i i i 1 I 1“ I i I I II i 1111 lit odour US 1967 
gaposisnoun i notional dlsea n ing a gap of my kind us jmz 
gap out verb to daydream and miss something lor lack of attention 

CANADA, 1993 

gapper noun imi i i I u in i I ribe i mirror used to 
watch for approaching guards as the prisoners do something 
which they ought not to do us. 1934 

gappings noun a salary ut ,1® 

gap up verb to fill capsules with a powdered narcotic us, 1971 
gar nouni a black person An abbreiviation 01 nigger us m. 

2 marijuana rolled fn ci gar leaf us. 200} 
gar adjective excellent pleasm|iti.W993 
garage noun a subset of a criminal organisation us 1975 
garage action noun a legal action for libel (usually against a 
newspaper) brought by the police on their own behalf 1 he 
damages awarded are often substantial enough to buy a new 
garage for the police officer's borne uk, ms 
garage band noun in ama ur rockgrou; ith a basic, three-chord 
approach to music. I run the custom of practising in the garage at 
the home offfeppreiftfs of a band member us, 1977 
garage man’s companion noun a truck manufactured by General 
Motors Corporation. A back-formation from the initials GMCus, 


garans! 1 . Hawaiian youth usage; shortened from 
'guaranteed' us, mi 

garbage noun 1 no worth; 

nonsense. From the sense as 'refuse’ uk, no. 2 heroin; low quality 
heroin us, m2. 3 farm produce us 1 «. 4 any and all food, usually 
few in protein and highsim carbohydrate, not in afeodybuilder's 
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garbage barge | gas gun 


diet us i984. 5 cocktail garnishes us, ms. 6 in hot rodding, a surfeit 
of accessories unrelated to the car's performance us, i9w. i in 
pofet JtrjllfMf that have been discarded me 
garbage barge noun a tuna fish sandwich us ms 
garbage down verb to eat quickly os, 1959 

garbage dump noun the California State Prison at San Quentin us, 

garbage guts noun a gtilfcjf Australia, ist? 

garbage hauler noun a tru vegetables us 


garbage head noun an addict who will use any substance available. 

A term used in twelve-step recovery programmes such as 
AfeoWics Anonymous us 1970 

garbage in - garbage out a catchphrase employed as an 
admonition to computer users 'I you program mistakes into a 
computer thief)' an output of rubbish will surely result us, me 
garbage mouth noun » 1 I mgula use profanity 1 m 

garbage rock noun crack cocaine, especially of inferior quality uk 

garbage shot noun :k, not with skill us 

garbage stand noun in circus and carnival usage, a novelty 
concessltrrus, mi 

garbage time noun 1 le .. 1 he er I in athletic contest 

when the outcome is not in doubt and substitute players are used 
freely by either or both teams; games at the end of a season fofts|i,i 
a team's record is such that a win or^fswill not make a differ¬ 
ence and substitute players are freely usediM ST 
garbage up verb 1 to eat us ms. 2 in bodybuilding, to eat food that 
is not in your regular diet US. m4 

garbage wagon noun a stan I 1 Hu- L il n motorcyle. The 
term came from those who stripped the Harley of all the 'garbage' 
they didn't want, keeping ohly the fumfe^anal necessities us, 1966 
garbanzos noun thfjlspiale Breasts- iss m2 
garbonouni 1 nl 1 I lie 1 - 2 a 1 ubbish bin 

AUSJIRAm, t9& 

garbologist noun a rubbish col lector Australia, 1973 
garburator noun 1 il 1 li 1 I 11 11 m unted in the sink 
CANADA, 1998 

garden noun 1 a 2 

Gardena miracle noun in a gan f poker, a g< I hand diawn after 
.&■ poor dealt- hand, Gardena is a city near Los Angeles where perfer 
rooms are legato m2 

gardener noun 1 I nil 1 1 I In 11 es beyond his 
competitors Australia 1989. 2 in pool, a betting player who wins us. 


garden gate noun 1 eight pounds, £8 uk 1992. 2 a magistrate 
Rhyming slang uk, ms9 

garden gate verb to perform oral sex on a woman. Rhyming slang 

garden gnome noun aij'pji. Rhyming slang,t$c @92 

garden plant; garden noun 

garden punk noun a male homosexual Bahamas, m2 

garden tool noun Alluding, of course, 

tO-at)#to 1990 

Gareth Gate verb masturbal F.. slang inspired by the 

name of pop singer Gareth Gates (b.1984) who cameiaftme: in 

4W 1* 2003 

Gareth Hunt noun an unpleasant or despicable person. Rhyming 
slang, formed <#> the name of a well known London-born actor 
(1943 - 2007) t/iq aa® 

gargle noun alcoholic drink Australia, ms 
gark noun a scratch new Zealand, 199s 

garlo noun a [ I in 1 li 1 use 


garm noun clothing; ,111 item of clothing An abbreviation of 
'garment'; current in the black community uk 1997 
garmed up adjective fashionably or smartly dressed uk no/ 
gar-mouth verb 1 1 ue threat hicl < in 1 ind will not be 
Implemented. In honour ol the 'gar’, a fish of the pike family with 
.feng jaws - a big mouth us. im 

garms noun 

garni go on! Australia. 1911 

garnish noun cash us, 2003 
garnot noun heroin UK 2cm 

Garrison finish noun in 1 1 icing, asprin ng finish by a horse 
jfSat has lagged back until the final moment us, 1890 
garrity adjective n n er-e ted. Presumabl ifter someone who 
exhibited such characteristics; possibly I reddie Garrity (b.1940), 
prancing-anil dancing lead singer of Freddie & The Dreamers, a 
1960s pop group frorrttMamchesfe'ls^ife 
Gary Ablett noun 1 II | II f MDMA, the recreational drug 
best known as ecstasy Rhyming slang, ironically based on 
Australian Rules Football player Gary Ablett whose career was 
marred by a-4iSfroversial involvement with drink and drugs. The 
etymology is confused by LiverpdSIi FC player Gary Ablett Australia, 


Gary Cooper noun in if 1 1 II 1 I- I 1 1 1 oper's starring role 
In the western film High Noon us, m3 
Gary Glitter noun the ani i la 1 1 Rhymir lang for shitter. 
The original 1980s use foi entertainer Gary G liter (Paul Francis 
Gadd b.1944), as inspi-ratioiSsria rhyming slang term was as 
'bitter' (beer), however in the mid-90s allegations of under-age sex 
changed the pub%#iperception and Gary Glitter became an 
arsehole or was associated with toilets. In 2006 he was found 
guilty in Vietnam of charges concerning under-age sex . Unlike 
much rhyming s$j^|his is generally used in full, if drily to avoid 
confusion with Gary lineker (vinegar!« k, soflr 
Gary Lineker noun 1 ga Impn 1 il ning irig based on the 
name of Gary Linekei (b 1960),, popular footballer and television 
personality. Walkers Crisps, whose advertising he is closely associ¬ 
ated with, introduced ai'Salt'Smd Lineker' flavour |tef;t§is slang 
term was in ciralttfiton (At 199a 

Gary Player; Gary noun ming slang, based 

on the name of South African golfei Gary Player (b.1936) uk 2002 
gas noun 1 a pie 1 in 1 nusi 1 11 n r situation. A jazz 
term that slipper; into mainstream youth slang us, 1953. 2 anabolic 
steroids. The term drew national attention in the US-on 14th July 
1994, when Terry Bollea (aka Hulk Fiogan) testified in criminal 
proceedings against wrestling promoter Vince McMahon in 
Uniondale, New York. Asked if he had heard any slang for steroids, 
Bollea/Hogan answered 'Juice Gas' us, 1 m. 3 batteries. From the 
radio as car metaphor us 2002. 4 money south Africa, 1977. s in 
pool, momentum or force us urn. ► cut the gas to stop talking 
us, i95). ► take gas I n I In n nil iard by a wave; 
to fall from a skateboard us, m3. ► take the gas to lose your 
compos*6:tS im 

gas verb 1 to fall II i" ,1 tter the ga hoi iirusiwz 2to 
tease, to joke, 10 kid us 1847. 3 to please, to excite us, mi. 4to 
inhale glue or any volatile solvent for the intoxicating effect us, 
isos 5 to straighten (hair) with chemicals and heat us m3 
gasbag noun a - e ta h individual 1 boaster, a person of too 
many words us, im 

gas-cooker verb lo calch out; 10 pul in a difficult position; to trick 
or delude. Glasgow rhyming slang for snooker uk. Scotland, ms 
gaseech noun a face uk m 
gas ’em stop noun a petrol station us szs 
gas factor noun 11 1 1 1 1 Inn 1 per inel) a measure of a 

person's commitment to a project 1 lie initials represent 'give a 

Shit' CANADA, 1995 

gas gun noun a large-bore hotgur Mil ir-gas cannisters 
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gas-guzzler noun i mot i ehi le that demands immoderate quan¬ 
tities of fuel, either by design or in consequence of a driver's 
excessive demands us, m3 

gash noun 1 the \agi 1 1 ..nan; a woman as a sex object 

us, me. 2 a male homosexual who is sexually passive us 1950. 

3 rubbish, refuse A British contribution to South Pole slang 
Antarctica, 1958. 4 a second helping of food Australia. 1943. 
s marijuana us, 19m 
gash verb to have sex us, im ■ 
gash adjective useless, of poor quality UK 1997 
gas-head noun 1 an abuser of industrial solvents for their 

psychoactive effects uk r. .2 a person with chemically 

straightened (gfirfe 

gash hound noun t man 1 bsessed il >men 
gasket noun 1 :nd of a dropper 

and the hub of a needle us, 1970. 2 a doughnut us, m2 
gasket jint; gasket noun i | in es; II f beer. Glasgow rhyming 
slang, formed on the ocal pronunciation of 'joint' uk: Scotland, 

gasoline! in oil drilling, used as a shouted warning that a boss is 
approaching^ 1954 

gasoline alley noun s race track 

where race teams repair and prepare cars for the race us, ms 
gasp and grunt; grunt noun the vagina; a woman or women 
sexually objectified. Rhyming slang for cuntuk mi 
gas-passer noun an anaesthetist us„tM 
gasper nouni a cigarette Descriptive < the re | 11 itory effect of 
tobacco-smoking. Originally mi itary slang for an inferior cigarette, 
popularised in World War 1, in wider usage by 1930 uk. 1914. 2 a 
marijuana cigarette, from the earlier sense (cigarette) us, 1984. 

3 something that is astonishing us mo. 4 in typography, an 
exclamation mark (!) uk, 2003 

Gaspers nickname i le “ erfamil 1 innipe Manitoba, socially, 
Bulturally and politically prominent Canada, 2002 
gasper stick noun a marijuana cigarette uk, 199s 
Gaspe steak noun fried bologna Canada. 19m 
gas pump jock noun in tim 11 I 1 II rvice 1 petrol station 
attendant us, m6 

gas queen noun a male 11 n exual who [ itr nizes young male 
prostitutes working on the street us, 1997 
gassed adjective i tipsy, drunk World War I military use from the 
stupefying effects of gas; then, its origins soon forgotten, just 
another synonym for 'drunk'us 191 2 describes a drug that is 
considered to be terrific or very enjoyable, used especially of 
(Warijuana, us, 1946 

gasser noun 1 somethin iderfi ery e epti nil extraordinarily 
successful us. ms. 2 a cigarette Partidge suggests 'perhaps a 
sloveningof the synonym gasper’; a darter etymology reflecting 
the cpugh-indb'ffyig and life-shortening properties of tobacco is 
also possible Australia cm, 3 an anaesthetist Medical slang. Often 
teamed with surgeons ns 'gassers and slashers' uk 2002. 4 in drag 
racing, a car thal only uses petrol for fuel us ska. 5 in oil drilling, a 
well that produces no oil us, 1954' 
gassy adjective excellent, pleasant, humorous us, m2 
Gastown noun 11 it 1 1 I 11 11 11 uver, named after 

■a Victor dr: gr| saloonkeeper Canada, as?’’ 
gastro noun gastroenteritis Australia, 1975 

gat noun 1 a gun espe ill pist l 1 the R il Air Force, a rifle us, 
iso/. 2 the anus I rom Afrikaans (a hole) south Africa, mss 
gat verb to shoot US, 1990 

gat-creeper noun a sycophant. From gat (ihe anus), and kruiper 
(creeper) south Africa, 19© 

gate noun 1 a jazz mi ian;henceaf h 1 able man A pun on 
'swinging' (swing gate,, bbreviated from gator us, cat. 2 used as a 
term of address among jazz lovers of the: 1930s and 40s us 1936. 


3 a young person us cm,. 4 release from prison us /«*. s a vein 
into which a drug is injected us ;•<*,. 6 the mouth us 193 6 
gate verb in private dice games, to stop the dice while rolling, either 
as a superstition or to check for cheating us ms 
-gate suffix used is an em Hi I m n in un or name to suggest 
afar-reaching political scandal. I rom the Watergate scandal that 
consumed and ultimately destroyed the 'Nixon presidency between 
1972 (the burglary) and 1974 (the resignation from ofiySSj <& i&i' 
gate-crash verb to achieve entrance to a pi - r an event such as 
a party, without proper credentials or an invitation us, 1922 
gate-crasher noun > a place, or an 

event such as a party, without proper credentials or an Invitation 

gate-crashing noun dm 1 1 hieving entrance to a place, or an 

event such as a party, without proper credentials or an invitation 

US. 19 » 

gate fever noun the anxiety suffered by prisoners as they approach 
their release date ijk, ms 

gate happy adjective (of prisoners) exuberant or excited at the 
approach of a release dateu/c 1996 
gate jaw noun in trucking iriver h mono[ Uses conversation 
on thecitizens' band radio 

gatekeeper noun 1 a first LSD 

experience us, m7 

gate money noun the cash given to a prisoner upon release from 
prison us, mi 

gatemouth noun a gossip US, 1944 

Gatemouth nickname jazz trumpeter Louis Armstrong (1901 -1971) 

gates nouni used as ,1 term of address, male-to-male, usually 
collegial us ■- 2marijuanaus m ,, 3 a house Bermuda, mss 

Gateshead noun ► get out at Gateshead during sex, to withdraw 
the penis from ihe vagina just before ejaculation, to practise coitus 
interruptus UK, tarn 

gates of Rome noun home. Rhyming slang uk, isstt 
gate to heaven; jade gate noun the vagina. Notably fa .what 
seems to be the first slang uses of 'gate' as 'vagina' - not for the 
sub-'Perfumed Garden’-style of metaphorical imagery us, mt 
Gateway to the South noun Balham, a district in South London. 

An ironic title, coined in the early 1960s foi a satirical 'travelogue' 
'Salham - Gateway to the Sputh' written by Frank Muir ’ahj 
performed by Peter Sellers uk- wz 
gatey adjective of pr ner ufferir in 1 the date of release 
from prison' approaches uk im 
gather noun a polirftiteaf UK 1999 

gather verb to arrest Usually as the passive 'be gathered' Australia. 

Gatnick noun L A pun on nick (to steal), 

based pflite reputation of the baggage handlers uk 1999 
gato noun heroin panish (a < it )us,i 98 o 
gator noun 1 an illi it 1 2 in ill p p e male form of 

address. Originally a Negro abbreviation of 'alligator'; In the 1930s 
it was adopted into jive (black/jazz slang) as an equivalent of cat (a 
lajan); gato is a 'male cat' in Spanish, eventually nodfPSroll 
spread the word and it died out us, 1944. 3 a swing jazz enthusiast. 
An abbreviation of alligator us, 1944 
Gator nickname Ron Guidry (b.1950), one of the best pitchers to ever 
igfay for the New York Yankees (1975-88). Guidry came ftjft 
Louisiana, a state with swamps that are home to alligators us. ms 
gator boy; gator girl noun a member of the Seminole Indian tribe 
US. 1963 

gator grip noun n tele n un ilm-making 1 clamp used to 
attach lights. An abbreviation of 'alligator grip’, from the 
resemblance to an alligator's jaws us, 19S7 

gatted adjective drunk UK, 2002 
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gatter | gear 


gatter noun a drink; alcohol, especially beer. English gypsy use uk 


gattered adjective ' I ml p hi i iriatio if guttered uk, 2003 

gauchingarfyect/ve i i 1e III he szed eyed, open-mouthed 
state of an intoxicated drug taker uk 199 6 
gauge noun a Sh6t#i0.ws, 1993 

gavel and wig; gavel verb 1 probe ir eye 1 >ur anus in order 
to relieve an irritation Rhyming slang for twig uk 1992 
gavvers noun the police. English gypsy and underworld use uk 20m 

gawd; gaw; gor noun l i I II ne pellir f Cockney 
pronunciation, subsequently treated as a most euphemistic ox, /szz 

gawd love-a-duckl; cor love-a-duckl used as a mild expression of 
shock or surprise A variation of lord love-a-ducki uk 194s 


gawjo noun >see: GORGER 

gawk noun 111 1 in 11 me mi il usa I rl ho loiters as the 
show is assembled or taken down us, mi 
gay noun a horoose^al 

gay adjective 1 homosexual us, 1933. 2 catering to or patronised by 
homosexuals us, 1954. 3 bad, stupid, out of style General pejorative 
in juvenile use; a reversal of the poli@E»i| correct nsm) muenw 
'good' is bad and wicked is 'goo# os, ms 
gay 90s noun US Ti led in 1958, due to return 

in 1990 US, i960 

gay and frisky noun whisky. Rhyming slang UK, 1919 

gay and hearty noun 

gay as a French horn adjective undoubtedly homosexual uk 2001 
gay-ass adjective extremely out of fashion Canada, 2002 
gay bar noun a bar catering to a homosexual clientele us, vac 
gay bashing noun violent beatings targeted on homosexuals us. 1997 
gay boy noun ah mi exual male, especia ne 1 10 is flamboyant 
and young os, ms 

gaycat verb 1 lii 1 I time 

gay chicken™™ 1 oung hon >S( ual male us, 1959 
gaydar; gadar noun se homosexual 

to sense intuitively that another person is homosexual us, m2 
gayer noun a homosexual An elaboration of gay ijk 2003 
gay for pay adjective il 1 I ter< exual man , 110 portrays a 
homosexual man in a film or other theatrical performance us 1997 
gay ghetto noun ection of il I ir el nhabited by openly 
homosexual men Probably coined by Martin Levine, who wrole 
'Gay Ghetto 1 , published in Journal of Homosexuality, Volume 4 
(1979), Examples include Greenwich Village and Chelsea in New 
York, the North, Side in Chicago and the Caster? in San Francisco, 
all other ghettos, they are affluent, uSiitm 
gay gordon noun 1 traffi rrden. Rhymir 11 probably formed 
from the Gay Gordons, a traditional Scottish dance uk 1992 
gaylord noun a homosexual man An elaboration of gay via a 
somewhat obscure male forename; introduced to the UK, and 
possibly coined by, corned&Q, Sacha SarofMCohen (b 1970) uk, 2001 
gayly adverb in a manner that re nised a I iously homosexual 


gay-marry verb 1 .mmitto 1 il 1 ng rel tionship with someone 

of the same sex us, 1999 

gaymo noun used as an insult by very young children uk 2004 
gayola; gay-ola noun - rti n hi exual by the police us, i960 
gay plague noun-IL I In erm ith ertone of pious hate and 
biblical retribution, spread Hie misconception lhat the AIDS 
-:fp4effiic was exclusively reserved for 'ungodly' homosexuals 

gay radar noun 111- bili 1 11 1 1 1 1 exual Australia, 1994 

gay-tastic adjective especially wonderful or fabulous in a way that 
appeals to homosexuals us 2004 


gay 'til graduation adjective / homosexual 

or bisexual us 1996 

Gaza II noun ( "i 1I11 in 11 Montreal, formed of Sir George 
iShtJfiyola Universities in 1974 Canada, 2002 
gazebbies noun the female breasts. Vietnam war usage US. ms 
gazelle noun ► in a gazelle feeling good. Obsolete teen slang 
CAmp A. 1946 

gazillion noun a very large, 'I indefinite, number us, 199s 
gazongas noun the female breasts us, razs 
gazook nouni a loud lout us, 1901. 2 a boy us, van 
gazookus noun in carnival usage, a genuine article us, 1924 
gazoonynoun 1 1 M - 1 - 11 1 I Iim '2a manual 

labourer in a carnival us, 3 the passive participant in anal sex 


gazoozie verb to swindle us. 1992 

gazump verb i M rise the elling-pri i property after agreeing 
the terms of sale, hence to outbid an agreed sale. A specialisation 
of the sense 'to swindle' uk 19 71. 2 to swindle uk 192s 
gazumping noun He Miii le llin 11 e of a property 
after agreeing the terms of sale; hence, outbidding an agreed sale. 
Ifrpm the verb gazump uk 1971 
gazunder noun a ch|mberipptAOawwii,.7S8r 
gazunder verb c e the selling 

price of a property, especially shortly before exchange of contracts, 
with a threat that the sale must go through on the new terms. A 

play Oh GAZUMP UK 1968 

GBnouni sex between one person and multiple, sequential 
partners. An abbreviation of gang bang us, 1972. 2 any barbiturate 
or central nervous system depressant An abbreviation of goofball 
us >966. 3 goodbye us, ms 

GBH noun 1 the rm and 

iRijalictous wounding; the act of causing serious injury tnittatem 
uk 1949. 2 the recreational drug GHB. A jumbling of the letters in 
iiffi gives an abbreviation for grievous bodily harm uk 1996 
GBH of the brain noun the activity of studying, ffpn gbh (physical 
assault and damage) uk «96 
GBH of the eardrums noun loud 
and damage) uk 19% 

GBH of the earhole; GBH of the ear noun a verbal assault. 
Extended from the criminal offence of gbh (grievous bodily barm). 
(Usually jocular uk 1984 

G bit noun a prison sentence to a federal penitentiary us, mo 
g'bye goodbye uk 1925 

G-car noun a federal law enforcement agency car us, mi 
GCM! used as an expr mi 1 fru ration < inder An initialism 
of'God, Christ, Moses 1 south Africa, im 
g’day; gooday; gidday belli - 1 - ret ml mmon, and now 
iconic, Australian greeting Australia, 1928 
GDI noun a college student who ds not a fraternity or sorority 
member, a god-damn, Independent us. 19m 
G-dog noun a good friend us, ma 

GE noun the electric chair Homage to General Electric us, /wo 
gear nouni 2 anything, 

especially anything i licit, intentionally undefined Australia. 197s. 

3 (he equipment and paraphernalia associated with drug use, 
especially syringes, etc ui 4 stolen goods uk mu,. 5 stuff 
things uk mis, 6 clothes Australia, 1970. 7 (of a woman) the obvious 
physical attributes Extended from (he purely genital sense us 1953. 
8 a homosexual us, 1972. ► get your arse into gear; get your 
ass into gear i activity, to 

start doing something useful us 1914 
gear adjective very good, outstanding Brough 1 the world by the 
Beatles, dropped from fashic nable u in the mid 1960s; levived in 
the UK, later C20, and continues in ironic use uk mv ► gear for 
something obsessed with, fanatical about something us, 1972 
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gear bonger; gear banger noun a poor df&$f especially one who 
crashes the gears us. 1971 

gear-box noun al updating of 

obsolete 'gear '(the vagina), used in East Anglia, notably Suffolk uk 

gear down verb to dress upawAoos, 1*5 
geared adjective available foi homosexual relations us, 1935 
geared up adjective dressed up. Also used of motorcyclists in full 
protective wear uk. 1979 

gear head noun in mountain biking, a bicycle mechanic us, 1992 
gear jammer noun a true! iriver 1 In 1 difficult time shifting 
gears, especially one who is constantly clashing [he gears as he 
Shifts US. 1 929 

gear-lever noun 1 meant both male 

and female genita s so the derivation here is ambiguous. 
Remertfcred by Beale as the term used by UK National 
Servicemen (National Service ran from 1946-60) uk. i 97 t 
gears noun the testiclesis, we 

gedanken adjective in mpu 11 impractical or poorly designed. 

From the German for 'thought' US. m3 
gedunk noun 1 ice-cream, sweets, potato crisps and other junk food; 
the ship store where junk food can oe bought A US Navy term us 
ns/. 2 a place where sweets and snacks are sold us, 1956 
gedunk truck noun a catering truck us. m 2 
gee noun 1 a man, a fellow us. 1907. 2 opium; heroin. Possibly a 
respelllng of the initial letter of a number of synonyms, or from 
Hindi g/iee (butter), or playing on 'he sense as morse (heroin) or 
ms. 3 $1,000. From the first letter of grand ($1,000) us. 1936. 4a 
piece of praise. Possibly from.the verb sense 'to encourage' uk. 1998. 
sa market trader’s or circus entertainer’s assistant who is 
discreetly positioned in the crowd to incite responses uk 1934. 6 a 
strong, respected, manipulative prisoner us. mi. zany device used 
to secure a needle to an eye dropper as part of an improvised 
mechanism to inject drugs us » * the vagina. The term gives 

rise to the 'gee bag' jppoifi, ’missed by a gee hair' (a near miss 
or accident) and the expression ’do ya the gee' said by a boy to a 
girl and meaning ‘do you I lave sex’ Ireland. 1991. 9 a horse uk, 1879 
gee verb 1 to encourage, to incite I torn Hie commands to a horse: 
'gee up!' uk 1932. 2 to inform I rom the initial letter of grass (to 
inform) uk 19 % 

gee!; jee! an exclamation used for expressing surprise, 
astonishment or shock. Probably a euphemism for 'Jesus!'; later 
use 'is often ironic us, ms 
geech noun money us, raa 

geechee noun ally one who 

is not easily understood us, 190s 

gee'd up adjective! drug-int ited iginal 1 ipium (gee), 
gradually less discriminating us 1933. 2 excited. Influenced by the 
meaning as 'drug-intoxicated' but actually from GEp-tS encowig# 
uk Hu. 3 dressed in clothing associated wiih youth gangs us, ms 
geedus noun in circus and carnival usage, money us mi 
gee-eyed adjective n > 1 I I run I Ireland, 2001 
gee-gees noun 1 

'the gee gees' means 'horse racing’ uk m >. 2 veterinary drugs 
Ireland, 1996 

gee head noun 1 grent Par 11 user us 1970 
geek noun 1 a earn rl freal usuall m rl I >li< r drug addict, who 
would sit and crawl in his own excrement and occasionally bite 
the beads off snakes and chickens. Perhaps from German gucken 
(to peep to look) 01 synonymous German s ang or dialect kefken 
us, 1928 . 2 a student whose devotion to study excludes all other 
interests or society; someone who is considered too studious; 
someone obsessec with computers Pejorative us, raso. 3an 
offensive, despicable person; a#affisy person; a socially awkward 
person uk is76. 4 a prostitute ustomer h etishistic desires us, 
1993. 5 an awkward skateboardei or a pedestrian who gets in the 
way us 1976. 6 crack cocaine mixed with marijuana uk 1993. 7 a 
, ijbok; a peek Australia, 19a 


geekreri 1 to di pla 1 1 ... off cocaine 

intoxication us, 1993. 2 to acl foolishly us ms. 3 to look, watch, pi 

AUSTRALIA, L96S 


geeked adjective 1 ill I I 1 1,' III || " I I mtinuous use of 

amphetamine or methamphetamine us 1989. 2 sexually aroused 
while tinder the influence of a centiatnervous system stimulant 
us, 1989. 3 marijuana-intoxicated us 2002. 4jittery, childishly excited 

US. 1984 

geeked out adjective unordinary; injured us 2002 
geeker noun 1 a user of crack cocaine us. mo 2 a starer Australia, 1979 
geekerati noun an elite grouping of people involved in information 
technology us 2000 
geeker rental noun 
trades use of the car for drugs us 2002 
geeking adjective inept unfashionabl 1 trd us 1937 
geekish adjective obsessed with computers; socially inept us m6 
geek out verb lo enter a highly technical mode which is too difficult 
tbvflxplai nus mi 

geek-o-zoid noun 1 udent I ievotion 1 tudy excludes all 
other interests or society, hence an unpopular student; someone 
wfopis considered too studious; someone obsessed with 
computers. An flalwatton of geek u\2tm 
geeksploitation noun an act r general polk of taking profitable 
advantage of the enthusiasm and willingness to work of young 
computer programmers; also used of entertainment designed to 
appeal to the technologically-obsessed. A combination of geek (a 
studious-type or IT obsessive) an^tJfesjjtfsrtatlwfx tgs 19% 
geekster noun a geek us mi 

geekyadjective 1 ill in- - I 111 I -I ih oinputersus, 1981 

gees noun horse racing uk 1959 

geeser noun a small amount of an illegal drug us, 19s2 

geet noun a dollar us, w7 

geets noun money us •• 

geetus noun money us, 1926 

gee-up noun 1 2 a 

swindler's confederate who leads others to spend their money 

AUSTRALIA. 1899 

gee up verb i to motivate; to encourage Australia, ms. 2 to tease uk 

gee whiz! used for registerin h urprise lisappointment, or 
ior emphasis E aboration 0 ' geei us, i8?6 

gee willikers! 

geez noun la- 2 of GEEK AUSTRALIA, 1981 

geeze; geaze verb die us, 1966 

geeze; geaze; greaze noun heroin; an injection of heroin; narcotics 

geezer noun i man), picked up 

oy WelltiglorT soklicis duiTg me Txinsuki VVVi 1 ( 80S- x.; 
alternatively it may derive from Cl 5 English dialect guiser (a 
mumujieif. Variant spellings include 'geyser' and the abbreviated 
'geez' uk ms. 2 an old person, somewhat infirm An objectionable 
reference to a senior citizen uk isss. 3 a fellow-prisoner uk 195s. 4 a 
man who is easily duped uk 1959. 5 a young manual worker who 
fives with his parents and spends his disposable income on ieisuttr 
and pleasure. Created by a research company as a sociological 
label for commercial and marketing purposes; a specialised vari- 
ation uk 2003. 6 an intravenous drug user Sometimes spelled 
'geazer' from (he variant verb spelling geeze; geaze us, i%7. za 
.(Small amount of a drugi^ 1W1 

geezerbird; geezerchick noun 1 ur man characterised by 
her behaviour and positive involvement in activites (drinking, 
swearing, sport, etc) stereotypically enjoyed:% males. Combines 
geezer (a man) with a tes-than politically correct term for a 'young 
woman’ uk, 2m 
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geezo nouni a hardened prison inmate us, 1951. 2 an armed robbery 

US, 2001 

geggie; gegg noun n ith I ian u itland, ms 

gehuncle noun a cr|^ts m 

gel noun 1 a girl. With a hard 'g' uk m9. 2 dynamite used for 
opening a safe ( is, ■ m. 3 a socially inept person us 1991 
gelly; jelly noun gelignite Australia, mi 

gelt; geld noun n 1 1 ri ina n n 1 I En lish, then out of 
favour, then back as slang. German, Dutch and Yiddish claims on 
its origin uk. 1529 

gen noun information Originally military, possibly derivingfrom the 
phrase 'for the general information of all ranks' uk, 1940 
gen; gen up verb to learn; to inform, to brief After the noun uk 1943 
gendarme noun a police officer. Adopted directly from the French 
gendarme UK im 

gender bender noun androgynous 

sexual identity, or with asexual identity divergent from their bio¬ 
gender mender noun 1 mputer cabl ith either two male or two 
female connectors us mi 
general noun a railway yard master us, m6 

General nickname ► The General 1 Frank Sinatra, American singer 
( 1915 - 1998 ) us, 1963 . 2 Ireland's most famous criminal, Martin 
Cahffiyfiffcito 1995 

General Booth noun 1 1 1 t 1 1 nn hi rmed from the 

name of William Speth, 1829 - 1912 , the fauflfterofthe Salvafjpft 

general election noun in erection I nin In the source of 
many jokes about standing members, even 1 vve only get one 
every four or five years uk, 1992 

general mess of crap noun a truck manufactured by General 
Motors Corporation. A humorous back-formation from the Initials 

GMfc-US 1971 

General Smuts; generals noun the testicles. Rhyming slang for 
nuts, formed from the name of , South African statesman, 

1 870-1950 mm 

General Westhisface nickname US Army General William 
Westmoreland Not particularly tuM os 1977 
Generation X; Gen X noun the marl ng itegory that defines 
people born between the late 1950s and mid-70s. Originally tilt 
title of a sociologist: book by Charles HamMett and Jane 
Deverson, 1965; moved beyond jargon when adopted as the name 
of a UK punk band in the mid-1970s; in 1991 Douglas Goupland 
employed it to describe a new generation; usage is now almost' 
conventional. Generation ¥ does not appear to have caught ottUg. 

Generation Xer; Gen-Xer; Xer; Xnoun in marketing tentis, 
someone born between the late 950 s and mid- 70 s, seen as well 
educated but without ii'ffiCtioruus, late 1970s 
Generation XL noun of children, 

teenagers o - young adrjiS who are clinically obese. A play on 
Generation x and til, fjbe tgtail abbreviation for 'extra large' uk. 2003 
generic adjective stupid, npnrfqgpi im 

geni-ass noun a ident. A play on 'genius' us ues 

genius nouni a person skilled a; performing oral sex. A pun based 
on head (oral sex) us 2002. 2 in computing, an obvious or easily 
guessed password us 1990 


genny; jenny noun a generator uk 10; 
gent noun lagi I man n hor lurable man, a man who is 
admired I rom 'gentleman’ and charactertistics generously 
ascribed 10 the stereotype us, cm. 2 a man with pretentions to 
class or status. Used in a derisory context uk cm, 3 money. 
Survives as a variant of gelt (money) but, in fact, derives hotf^jfc. 
German gelt but frfetjch argent (silver; money); original use was 
especially of silver coins uk 1159. 4 a maggot used as fishing bait 

AUSTRALIA, 1998 


gentleman jockey noun in horse racing, an amateur jockey, 
especially in a steeplechase event us, 1947 

gentleman of leisure noun a pimp uss pf? 
gentleman's call noun in pool, an understanding that a shot need 
not be called if it is obvious us, 1992 
gentleman's fever noun a sexually transmitted infection Bahamas, 

gentlemen's relish noun sperm uk i&z 

gents noun a gentlemen's public convenience us, i960 

Geoff Hurst; geoff noun 1 1 I h"iiMii degree. Rhyming 
slang, based on the name of Geoff Hurst (b. 1941 ), the only 
footballer to- have scored a hat-trick in a World Cup final uk 1998. 

2 a thirst (yk 1994. 3 urination Rhyming slang for 'burst' uk , 2002 
Geoffrey Chaucer noun a nucer - I ming ing formed on the 
name of the great English poet, who lived from about 1343 to 
1400, and who, fittingly, used slang irt ijis rfiyhn.e uk 1992 
geog; geoggers noun t of study uk, 

geologist noun itiiii i isiders his ( itients to be as 
intelligent as a rock us m 

George nouni a gambler who tips the dealer or places bets in the 
dealer's name us, 19/4. 2 in American casinos, a skilled and lucky 
gambler us, ms. 3 used as a term of address for any Pullman 
porter us, ;a 9. 4 an act of defecation A euphemism by 
personification, but why a George should be so honoured is not 
recorded uk mn. ► call it George to agree that a matter is 
settled Guyana, 1962 
George adjective excellent us, 1930 

George and Ringo noun him ' -I ning slang formed from the 
names of two of the Beat es, George Harrison and Ringo Starr, and 
ptctbably not heard since the Beatte broke up uk m2 
George and Zippy adjective (of weather) cold, chilly. Rhyming slang 
for nippy, based on two of the puppet characters in long-running 
Thames television: ehtfdreiTs programme Raintmr from 1972) uk 


George Bernard Shaw; George Bernard noun a door Rhyming 
slang, formed from the name of the Irish playwright, 1856-1950 

George Blake noun 1 I hymin in rmed from the name 
of a notorious British security and intelligence operative who spied 
for the Jjfjjt 1944-61 uk 1992 

George Martin noun farting -I.. I 1 f< med from the name 

of orchestral arranger and producer Sir George Martin (b.1926 ) uk 


George Melly noun the belly, a paunch Rhyming slang, formed 
from the name of the jazz singei and surrealist (1937-2007) 
whose shape echoes the sense uk, mi 

George Michael; George verb I 1 rhyming slang, 
based on popular singer George Michae (b 1963) Popney was orig¬ 
inally contrived for www.music36S.e6i.uk, an Internet music site; 
this is one ofsevera terms that caught on uk 2001 
George Raft noun 1 red on the name 

of US him actor George Raft (1895-1980) uk 1979. 2 hard work, 
ffryrrfrtl slang for graft uk 1992 
George Smack; George noun heroin us. i%7 
George Spelvin noun used In a theatre programme as a fictitious 

George the Third noun 1 a bird. Rhyming slang, recorded as an 
alternative 10 richard the third uk mi. 2a lump of excrement. 
Rhyming slang for turd uk 1992 

George W. noun 1 per 1 th an inflated sense f self-worth. An 
unkind allusion fo US President George W. Bush us, 2001 
Georgia; Georgie verb to cheat, t 1 1 II (< 1 pi istitute) to have 

sex with a customer without col ecting the fee Especially used in 
dfjjechhlext of prostitution u$, rsw 
Georgia buggy noun a wheelbarrow us, tm 
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Georgia ham noun a watermelon’fist 8% 

Georgia homeboy noun the recreationa drug GHB. A disguise for 
' : $ie initials ghb us, im 

Georgia night rider noun a trucker who drives at night in the hope 
of avoiding police us m6 

Georgia overdrive noun coasting down a hill with the car or truck 
in neutral us, jssi 

Georgia scuffle noun 1 e the intended 

victim is not smart enough to ae swindled us, 1992. 2 in carnival 
usage, rough handling of an extremely naive customer in a 
ISvindle us, 1933 

Georgie Best noun 1 1 I 1 II 11 unken pest Rhyming 

slang, reflecting footballei 5e< g< Be ill from grace to 

I I 1 in .."I ist Rhyming slang uk 2003. 

► be my Georgie Best! I 1 1 wish 11 ate welcome to 

have whatever has been asked for Rhyming slang for 'be my 
guest 1 , fijemed on the name of Irish footballer George Best 
(1946 - 2005) uk, is?? 

ger verb get. A slovenly pronunciation that occurs when the following 
word commences with a vowe, in 1 ises such as 'ger along' uk, m .5 
gerbil around verb 1 r repair, t kata me I tat frantic pace 
In an effort to hide the fact that the prob em at hand, or car 
repair in general, $f too- difficult us. m2 
geriatrick noun an older homosexual man as a one-time sex-partner 

germ noun 1 a German ijk 19 15. 2 a despised person us. m2 
Germaine Greer noun a el 1 1 I Rhyming u ig, formed from 

the name of an Australian feminist and academic who has 
become a media personality (b,V339 ) Australia, 1937 
German noun (used i pri ners) a prison flficer A hangover from 
’Werkf War 2 when the Germans were the enemy m m6 
German band noun the hand. Rhyming slang uk, 1979 
Germans noun drug dealers from the Dominican Republic as 
perceived by African-American drug dgjtets competing for the 
same market - the enemy us, 1992 

germs noun _ il ll.. i"di -I 1 1 11 11 II11 I- 

erpet ally r the paTng Gadsez and Genus' uk . s 
Geronimo noun 1 n al I Irini n i with r barbiturate. A 
dangerous cross reaction us 1970.2 a barbiturate us, 1990 
gerook; gerooked adjective In 11 Ini icale I 1 in 
Afrikaans for 'cured/smoked' south Africa, 1970 
gerrick noun piece of rolled up silver foil used as a filter in 
marijuana pipes I he 'gerrick' is made by laying out a piece of foil 
(usually from a cigarette box), or thin cardboard (usually from the 
same box) irttfa square,foiling 'ft up,.bending it into a circle 
wedging it into the bottom of a bottleneck pipe to keep Sfe 
marijuana frOfn taut when fttesmoke is sucked \n sOWH 

gerry nickname 

ZEALAND, 1998 

gen adjective widely familiar 

beyond its regional use as a result of media exposure uk 1997 

gertcha!; gercha!; gertcher! I don't believe you!; used for 
registering disbelief An alteration of 'get away!'; immortalised in 
song by Chas and Dave, 1979 im. 1937 

Gertie Gitana; Gertie noun 

the name of music hall entertainer Gertie Gitana, 1888-1957; 
originating in the first decade of C20 with her name replacing the 
refrain 'Have a banana' in die song 'let's All Go Down the Strand’, 

gert stonkers noun large female breasts Australia, ms 
Gestapo noun 1 ih 11 1 ill 1 the military police 

during World War 2 in a (presumably) jocular allusion to the 
German Secret Police of the Third Reich. J||pli used with 'the' uk. 
1941. 2 uniformed personne (such as bus inspectors) or others 
(such as teachers) who enjoy the little power ofthqir authority uk 
1969. 3 the motorcycle officers til the Metropolitan police traffic div- 


■jSSon. Police use (especially the Metropolitan Police Efcugs Squad}; 
probably: iftspired by the jackboots and black breeches uniform uk 

get verb 1 to under 1 1 1 I appreciate 2 to worry to vex, to 

annoy us 3 to affect emotionally, to 

obsess UK 1913. 4 wse AUSTRALIA. 1970. ► get 

above yourself to | in. I ir gan i 1923 ►get 

amongst to perform some task or take part enthusiastically 

AUSTRALIA, mo. ► get any; get anything; get enough; get a 
little bit ► get it i to be punished, 

especially physically uk 992 to be killed us, mo. 3 to become 
infected with a sexuall ransmitt 1 infecti 1 ► get it in 

one to undei ► get it on 1 to have 

sex us, 1970. 2 to fight us. 1959. 3 to join battle. US Marines usage In 
Vietnam us, 1991. ► get it up to achieve an erection us, 1943. 

► get some 1 to have sex us 1970. 2 to kill enemy soldiers US, 1976. 

► get well 2 to make money us m:.. ► get wet to kill someone 
using a knife or bayonet us mi. ► get with to have sex with uk, 
1987. ► get with the program > n I h 1 e in a responsible 
manner. A genera ly figurative application of the recovery 
programmes promoted by Alcoholics Anorffimous, Gamfw^;. < _ 

► get your 

end away to have sex uk 1975. ► get your leather to have sex 

Canada, 198 5. ► get your own back x ► get 

your skates on Originally 

military uk ms. ► get your skin Io have sex \nada, 1999. ► get 
yours to get the punishment you deserve us; mu. ► have got 
something on someone 1 | iden 1 unst someone 

get!; git! go!; go away! us, im 

get a black dog up you! gorfe'fielN f&sfyttps m 2 

get across verb 1 11 ke 11 ell 1 ir subje t) understood us, 


get a dog up you! go to hell! Australia, me 
get a grip! control yourself! us, »«> 

get a life! a lack of 

grounding In reality or who is too obsessed with something us, 1939 
get along! used for registering incredulity. Similar to the later 'get 
away!’ uk bm 

get along with you! go away! be quiet! uk mz 

get a roll of stamps and mail it in used as a humorous 
comment on a lack of effort Coined by ESPN's Keith Olberman to 
describe 'a ladkluster effortibffrtiWigbrt of a player or team' us,’0? 
get a room! 11 ^ 1 I jraging publi I la of affection us. 

get at verb 1 to attack verbally, to tease uk mi. 2 to mean, to imply 
a meaning us, nsn. ► get at it to tease someone, to make a fool 
of someone uk, bss 

getaway noun the last morning of a military tour of duty US 1968 
get away!; gerraway! don 1 1 ill nonsense I n't flatter! In 2002 a 
travel company used the slogan 'Get away' in a television 
advertising campaign, punning ofttlie conventional sense (to 
escape, to go on holiday) with an exclamation' pf cfeteiief that 
such holidays could be so cheap uk is48 
getaway day noun in horse racing, ihe last day of a racing meet us. 


get-back noun an act of revenge us, 1984 
get bent! 1 ;hly along the 

lines of 'go to hell!' us mo 

getcha vine noun a thorny vine found in the jungles of Vietnam us 


get down verb 1 to depress uk 1930. 2 in sports betting, to place a bet 
us, 1974. 3 to be a part of or to relate to, as in 'gel down with the 
kids' uk 1999. ► get down to it to begin to work with serious 
application, sometimes used of sexual activity us, 1937 

get-down time; git-down time noun the time of day or night 
when a prostitute starts working us m2 
get-'em-off noun an exit ramp; a motorway exit us me 
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get 'em off!; geremoff! | ghetto bootie 


get 'em off!; geremoff! used as a jocular imperative to strip us, 

geters noun 

get-go; git-go; gitty up noun the very start us. r see 
get-hard adjective o' i i ii men « 
get her! >see: GET YOU! 


get-up noun i an outfit or costume ui c m7. 2 manufactured evidence 
that is intended to incriminate uk m 7 3 a piece of criminal 
trickery, an elaborate deceit uk 1970. 4 the last morning of a jail 
sentence or term of military service vs i%7 
get up verb i to be released from pr on 2 to succeed in 

painting your graffiti tag in a pub ic place us, 1994. 3 to win; to 
succeed Australia, ism. 4 to cause a racehorse to win Australia, ms 


get-high noun crack cocaine us, im 

get in; get-in verb of a staged entertainment, to bring in and set up 
staging and technical equipment I he reverse (to deconstruct and 
entirely remove staging•eq.uiptf)#fffs 'get out'. Also used as 

get-in Betty noun a crowbar used by burglars us. mss 
get into verb to come lo know and like uk, jsw 
get-it-on adjective go u energet in ipproach us. 1970 
get knotted! used fni e pre in nter ipt. Usa e was frozen in 
time and soon considered archaic Latei use is marked with irony 

get lost! used as a contemptuous imperative of dismissal us, 1902 
get off verb 1 ;one sexually 

attractive, especially with a view to greatei intimacy uk 1925. 2 to 
achieve sexual climax us, 1x7. 3 to use a drug; lo feel the effects of 
a drug us, m2. 4 by extension, to take pleasure from something us 
m2, sto crash while riding a motorcyle Sarcastic and euphemistic 
biker usage us am 


get off!; get off it! used ; 


register of impatience 


incredulity 


get-off house noun ise and Inject 

heroin us im 


get off on verb i rail -m nethir -I '-1 get off (to achieve 
sexual climax) uk 1973 


get off the stove, I'm ridin’ the range tonight! used for 
expressing enthusiasm about an upcoming date os, 1951 
get on verb 1 of j I 1 1-1 vith a modifying 

adverb wc w«. 210 become elderly os ism. 3 to use drugs us m2. 

4 to have us, 1990 

get-out noun 1 2 an 

extreme degree of something os ms 
get out verb (used of a bettor) to recoup earlier losses os mi 
get out of here! used for expressing disbelief at what has just been 


get out of here, Mary! used for expressing doubt us, mr 
get out of it! used for expressing a lack of belief in what has just 
been Saidujc im 

get-over noun success through frbiifpf; m? 
get over verb ring yourself look 

good at their expense us, mi. ► cannot get over to be 
► get over on to seduce os rasz 

get over it! hearer move on from the 

issue that is dominating the moment os 1 994 
get over you! used in order to deflate a person's excessive sense of 
importance us. im 

get real verb to face the facts. Often as an imperative os ms 
get real! u r ed for - pre in mat that h 1 has just been said 

US, 1982 


get round verb to US ms 

get shagged! used as a general expression of disbelief or contempt 


get stuffed! used ; 


. genes^jjgitpf^sipfi.of disbelief or contempt 


getting any? 1 tly jocular due 

lo the inquiry a-, to the other's sex life os ms 
getting on adjective (offfipl late; growing late uk i m 
get to verb to .annoy someone. mi 


get-up-and-go noun vigour, energ In - Ea 1-1 iriation from 
which this derive.-, a.re 'get-up' and 'get-up-and-get' os, 1907 
get up off of verb 1 11 - I- i 1-I ii fim; 11 nice or value (vs 

get with the words! verb explain yoyrsifB lt80)p 
get you!; get him!; get her! verb 1 (with an emphatic stress on the 
pronoun) used to deflate a conceited male ego or to imply an 
unmasculine oversensitivity 01 homosexuality us ms. 2 used for 
expressing disbelief at what has just been said; Homosexual use 

get your arse to an anchor! verb 1 I d from nautical 

(likely fisherman) usage, this phrase came ashore (or general 
purposes Canada, 197s 

get your kit off! verb used as ribald encouragement to undress uk 

GFE; girl friend experience noun a dinner date followed by sex as 

a service offered by a prostitute uk 2005 
G force! used as an expression of enthusiastic assent. From a 
Japanese comic strip us wsz 

GFYgo tuck you 1 1 i when d ration suggests avoiding the 

word ‘fuck’ US, i$$7 

GG noun in transsexual usage, a genuine or genetic giri us, 1*7 
GH noun General Hospital, a popular television daytime drama (A mi 
Ghan noun an Afghan. In 01 I 1 I -11 raliath referred to the 
numerous immigrants from Afghanistan and nearby regions who 
came to Work in the desert regions as camel-drivers. Not used to 
refer to recent migrants from Afghanistan Australia wr 
ghana noun maim in ill 1 1 'lira I ganja (Jamaican 
marijuana) although current usage doesn't acknowledge this 
etymology nor specify .an alternative, Such as marijuana ftOm 

ghar noun the buttocks I rom the Hindi for 'donkey' trinidad and 
tobago. . is $ f ' 

GHB noun a pham 1 1 il 1 1 i leti used as a recreational drug. 

Gamma hydroxybutyrate is a foul-tasting liquid, invented in the 
1960s by Dr. Henri Laborit, who swore by its powers as an 
aphrodisiac. The drug has been marketed as an anaesthetic and a 
health supplement, but it is a heightened sense of touch, 
sustained erections and longer orgasms that make iigppttlaf with 
'up-for-it clubbers’ us 1990 
gheid noun a Paregoric useruK.sa 

gherao verb in India and Pakistan, to surround someone and not 
allow him or her to go from an office, desk, etc, as a demon¬ 
stration against 'that person. From Hindi gherna (to surround; to 
beseige) india, iss 7 

gherkin noun t A variation of 

'pickle (the pen ' rail in I | n 1 jcrkthe gherkin (to 
masturbate) us, 2002 
ghetto noun the anus VS. 1973 
ghetto adjective i nfifllJtsHoddy, bad us, ms 
ghetto- prefix 11 - I ' 1 1 Ii in il im 1 being in the style of 
black culture. Has positive connotations when used by the black 
community but can be patronising and derogatory us. 2001 
ghetto bird noun 1 police heli 1 1 > rail >ne flying at night 

with a bright spotlight US. ms 

ghetto blaster; ghetto box noun a large, portable radio and tape 
player; a portable music system. Can be considered offensive 
because it is culture-specific and stereiltypical'tA mi 
ghetto bootie noun large buttocks us, 2001 
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ghetto fabulous adjective ostentatious, exemplifying the style of the 
black hip-hop community os, 199e 
ghetto lullaby noun inner-city mghtime noises - sirens, gunfire, 
helicopters, etc us. 1993 

ghetto rags noun / ghetto us 1970 

ghetto sled noun a large, luxury me 
ghetto star noun a youth gang leader us 1993 
'Ghini noun a Lamborghini car A hip-hop abbreviation and 
aspiration us, m 

ghost muni a 1 Uhl e nil lupli ite il image in a television 
signal, caused by the mixing ol the primary signal and a delayed 
version of the same signal us m2. 2 a blank stop on a casino slot 
machine us, w, 3 in poker, a pi; yei who frequently absents 
himself from the table 4 L t Usual used with 'the' us 

mu. ► do a ghost to leave quickly us ms ► when the ghost 
walks in oil drilling, pay day us. r 954 
ghost verb 1 to tran - 1 pr >ner from ne pri n to another at 
night after the prison has beer 1 secured us. m2. 2 to vanish us 7959. 
3 to relax, especially whi e evading duty Military use us m2 
ghost battalion noun dum 1 1 letnan 1 the First Battalion, 
Ninth Marines. So named because of the large number of 
casualties suffered atC«|rt Tfliicn and Khe Sanhysussn 
ghostbust noun i search in an obse e and mpulsive way for 
small particles of crack cocaine us 1992 
ghosted adjective Out 1994 

ghost hand noun 

the same player twice in a row us. ress 

ghost town noun ► send to ghost town to transfer a fSiferfrer"' 
without warning UK im 

ghost train noun ► on the ghost train used of a prisoner who is 
being moved without warning from one prison lo another 
overnight. From ghost (to transfer overnight) UK. 1996 
ghost-walking day noun in circus and carnival usage, payday us mi 

ghouliemun the 1 1 1 . 1 itenin that lurks in the 

dark us. 199s 

ghoulie adjective g{ii^tistj.y£ r 993 

Gi nouni an enlisted soldier in the US Army us 1939. 2 an American 
Indian: who has abandoned his indigenous culture and language Kf 
favour of mainstream American culture; a government/ntfian us. 

Gl verb 1 to clean th r< ughl 21 trip us, 1968 

Gianluca Vialli; gianluca noun 1 Rhymir 11 1 Charlie 

(cocaine); based on the name of Gianluca Vialli (b.1964), a famous 
Italian football filler jwff manager uk im 
gib mm a man's buttocks us, me 

GIB noun the back seat member of die crew on a fighter aircraft An 
ihftlSiijlfor 'guy m back' us mj 
Gib nickname G/braltar UK. 1822 

GIB adjective skilled in sex An initialism for 'good /n bed' us 1977 
gibber mun 1 ma tone used rthr 11 I m the extinct 
Australian Aborigina anguage Dh; rug (Sydney region). Originally, 
:|ioae 1833, referring to 'large boulders', it has undergone a 
reduction in size over the decades. As a technical term of geol¬ 
ogists it refers to smallish stones of dark reddish chaceldony that 
litter the surface of large areas of the arid inland. Colloquially it is 
us&l of any rock,.stone or pebble suitable for throwing Australia, 

gibbled adjective iwn CANADA, 1989 

gibbS noun tljpfS US 1990 

gib-gib noun used for mocking another’s laughter. Ftssmcin 
advertisement for Gibbons Chicken Ration trinidad and tobago, 1994 
giblet noun a stupid, foolish or inept person. Playing on a turkey 

giblets noun 1 the 2 

accessories on a motorcyle Biker (motorcycle) usage us. 2003 


aircraft 


Gibson girl noun an emergency radio 
is shot down over a body of water us. 1943 
gick noun excrement Ireland, 1993 
gick verb to defecate. : «Mya 19m 

giddy noun a tourist, especially on a package holiday. Used by 
holiday reps UK 1997 

giddyap; giddyup noun the begtcinihg; the inception us 1974 
giddy as a kipper adjective dizzy - giddy ki |-1 although not in 
this sense, has been a feature of English slang since the late C19 


gif noun an aircraft pilot. From the initials of 'guys in the front seat' 

giffed adjective drunk uk, 2003 
giffer noun a pickpocket us. 1949 

gift noun in a sex club, used as a coded euphemism for payment for 
special services us. r-w. ► the gift fhe bleed period of the 
menstrual cycle us. 20m. ► the gift that keeps giving a sexually 
transmitted disease us 19X 

gifted adjective experiencing the bleed period of the menstrual cycle 

gift of the sun; gift of the sun god noun cocaine uk 199s 
gig noun 1 a musical performance or concert Originally musicians' 
slang for an engagement at a single venue us 1926. 2ajob us, 1908. 

3 a party us. 1954 4 a prison 01 jail sentence us. 1977. 5 a police 
nformer. A clipping of fizgig Australia, 1911. 6 a busybody Australia. 
i944. 7a person who stands out because they 00k foolish; a fool 
Australia, ms 8 the vagina us a* 9 a ook; a peek Australia, 1924. 
10a demerit or other indication of failuu him a i ill- il 

■number gambling lottery, a bet that a specific three-di§ffkStsmber 
will be drawn us /«#,. 12 in harness racing, a sulky us, 1997 
gig verb 1 to work; lo have a job ( is. 193 9. 2 of a musician or group of 
musicians, to play an engagement 01 a series of engagements uk 
1939. 3 to go out to bars, clubs and/or parties us. two. 4 to look or 
share; to lake a peek Australia 19 59. 5 lo tease Australia, cm. 6 in 
carnival usage, to wimalf.ofaplayer's money in a single'trance 
action us. ms 

gigging noun teasing Australia, is6e 

giggle and titter; giggle noun bitter (beer) uk 1992 

giggle band noun 1 I rati I. I Ige at the top of a 

stocking us; beyond that aad you're aughing uk 2001 
giggle bin noun an institution for containment and care of the 
mentally disturbed uk ism 

giggle factory noun an insane asylur v Australia, m 
giggle house noun an insane asylu m Austww, 1919 

giggle juice noun alcohol us. 1939 

giggler noun a sex with two 

women. From the girl-girl designation us 1987 
giggles; good giggles noun marijuana us. me 
giggle smoke noun marijuana; a marijuana cigarette us, 1952 
gigglesoup noun any alcoholic beverage us. 1972 
giggle water noun alcohol, especially champagne us m6 

■umm 

giggling academy noun a mental hospllal'i®^ 
giggly adjective - -"Mi II i a 11 11 1- -i ipl inric reaction to 
marijuana. Wesl Indian and UK black us euK 2002 
giggy; gigi noun the anus and rectum us, 1953 
Gl gin noun gjugti ftstip us; 1 964 

gig-lamps; gigs noun pectad -glasses. I m the lights placed 
to each side of a 'gig’ (a light carriage); 'he; dlights' (glasses), a later 
.coinage, reflects similarInspirafijfi'U/c isss 







289 


GIGO | gink 


GIGO in computing isec i reminder that output is only as good 
as input - (garbage in, garbage out)-us, 
gig shot noun in mi il usage he net! i ed by an operator to 
win all of a player's money in a single transaction us, m 5 
gig wagon noun transportation used by a rock band during a 

Gl Joe noun a quint ential American II- A term fuelled by a 
capoptn in' the 1940s, a Robert MftctMmrnovie in 1^5 and aiSnft 
oftoyssJ|irtJrtSAti 1964 us tsaf 
gildy adjective fancy, ornate uk 2002 

gilf noun a sexually appealing mature woman. A variation of milf (a 
sexually appealing mot! er) and dilf (; sexual v appealing father); 
an acronym of 'grandma I'd /ike:tdtfijck'' us. 2003 
gil-gil noun used for mocking another's laughter mmwp and tobago, 

gilhooley noun n motor racing on an oval track, a spin us, 1965 
gill; gills noun in 111 nd irni In ge i customer, especially a 
gullible one us, im 

Gillie Potters noun 1 rig trotter I ming lang formed from the 
name of British comedian, an early star of BBC radio, 'Gillie Potter, 
1887-1975 UK. 1980. 2 the (eel Rhyming slang for trotters uk. mo 
gillie suit noun te US Army Special 

I races. Gulf war usage us 1992 

Gilligan noun a hapless, socially inept person. I rom the Gilligan's 
Islam 7 television programme, in which Gilligan was a hapless, 
socially person us. mi 

Gilligan hitch noun any and every method to bind with a chain her 
V-ip with a rope us ms 

gillion noun ten to the ninth power, untold millions us. mi 
gillynouniar woman. 

Theatrical and circus usage uk, 1933. 2 a man, especially a gullible 
rustic. Market traders and Bn||sh gypsy use, fdOm the previous 
sense as 'a member of a. circus audience' us, im 
giIly-galloo noun in circus and carnival usage, an outsider us mi 
gils! used for expressing pleasant surprise us, 2002 
gilt noun money. Derives from German gelt (gold) and conventional 
'gilt"fei1verplate)uK, itos 

Gl marbles noun dice. Bee m - f the love 1 lice games displayed 
by American soldiers, especially buftag World War 2 us, mo 
Gimli glider noun 1 Bt e ig hich ran ou if petrol and glided 
to a safe landing in Gimli, Manitoba; ater, any car that has run out 
of petrol. The incident happened because of a confusion between 
metric and English ways of measuring petrol <Jur»rig the fill-up 
: |lfie of the pilots had been a glider pilot Canada , 2000 
gimmenouni 1 1- 1 - 1 r demand 1 1 1 1 - I m give m e 'uk 
2001. 2 an easy victory or accomplishment us /•«*.. 3 a pistol us 1994. 
4 in pool, a shot, that cannot be missed 01 a game that cannot be 
fetus 1990 

gimme verb used for 'give rue' A azy phonetic abbreviation us rssa 
gimme five noun a mutual hand-slapping used as greeting or to sig¬ 
nify mutual respect I rom the phrase 'give me your hand'; 

'gimme* %tye me) Jive' (fingers, thence hand) us 1999 
gimmel noun in betting, odds of 3-1 Probably coined by a Jewish 
bookmaker with a sense of humour, from gimel (the Hebrew letter 
which, in Judaic teaching, symbolises a rich man running after a 
poor man) which, in turn, derives from Hebrew gemul (the giving 
of reward and punishment) uk mi 
gimmesnoun 1 ishly a 11 1 haracteristic us 1918 
gimmicknoun 1 t gadget. in in -1 1 le 1 rntrivance such 
as may be used in crime and magic to deceive or distract, or 
commercially, especially in the entertainment industry, to attract 
feiblicity and attention. 'You Gotta Get a Gimmick’, Stephen' 
Sondheim, 1959, is a song performed by striptease artistes 
demonstrating their ingenious methods of standing out from the 
crowd us me. 2 characteristics such as costume, haircut or 
entrance music that collectively make a professional wrestler stand 


out as a unique marketable commodity us m3. 3 the actual device 
used to rig a carnival game us; nos. 4 in poker, a special set of rules 
for a game us i 988 

gimmick verb to rig for aifbSult us 1922 
gimmicks™™ I pi ment r II' inject Irug 
gimmie noun marijuana and crack cocaine mixed together (or 
smoking in a cigarette us 1994 

gimp noun 1 a limp; a cripple us, 1925. 2 an incompetent or weak 
person us ; 924. 3 a sexual submissive who seeks satisfaction in 
dehumanising, full fetish clothing and crippling bondage. A 
specialisation of the previous senses made very familiar by 
Quentin fatantino, Pulp Fiction, 1993 - the film featured a 
masked-creature (taking his pleasure at the hands ofi-a dOfiifferfce} 
'&|ifen'only as 'the gimp' us m 3 
gimper; gimpster noun a crijfjfeus; raff 
gimp out verb to panic in the face of great, challenge US rass 
gimpy noun a (long-haired) member of the counterculture, a hippy 

gimpy adjective i rippled; hand pped 2 inferior us, 1970 

gims noun the eyes us, ms 

gin noun i a black prostitute us me. 2 an Aboriginal female Australia. 

mss. 3 cocaine us, mi. 4 a street fight between youth gangs us 1993 
gin verb 1 (used of a woman) to have sex us urn. 2 to fight us 1972 
gin and Jaguar bird noun 1 ealth usually r larried woman from 
the upper-class districts surrounding London, especially Surrey, 
regarded as a worthwhile target for sexual adventuring. A bird (a 
woman) who livellftifhe 'gin and Jaguar belt' UK razz 
ginch noun 1 the vagina us 2003. 2 a woman; a woman as a sex 
object us, 1936 

ginchy adjective i fashionable ittracti I 1 1 m2 sharp- 
witted, clever, shrewd A variation of the sense as 'attractive' uk ms 
giner noun the vagina us zxtt 

gin flat noun an apartment where alcohol is served illegally to a 
paying (tQESb'publidl&.rasf 

ging noun a handheld catapult; a slingshot Australia. 1903 
ginger nouni a nickname. 

Originally (1785) used of a cock with reddish plumage uk im. 

2 the backside, rrom ginger ale u istralia, no/. 3 a prostitute who 
steals from her clients Also 'ginger girl, 'gingered Australia, 1953. 

► on the ginger at gingering their clients 

AUSTRALIA, 1979 

ginger ale; ginger noun 1 2 bail 

Rhyming slang new Zealand, m3. 3 the backside. Rhyming slang for 

TAILAUS7RAE/A, J967 

ginger beer; ginger noun 1 Rhyming slang for 

queer uk 1959. 2,1 member of the Royal Australian Engineers. 
Rhyojing slang for 'engineer' Australia, mi 
ginger beer; ginger adjective homQsIsiual. Rhyming slang for queer 


gingering verb (of a prostitute or accomplice) stealing from a client's 
clothing AUSTRALIA 1944 

ginger minger; ginger minge; ginge minge noun a person Who 
has (11 is presumed) naturally ginger pubic hairurc, 1993 
ginger pop noun 1 a police officer. Rhyming slang for cop uk 1992. 

2 ginger beer uk 1827 

gingersnaps noun ► (have had) too many gingersnaps last 
night to In 7 I 1 1 much al I mil anada, ms 

ginger-top noun a redhead. From ginger uk 1998 
ginhead noun a hab tua: drinker of gin us. 1927 
gin jockey noun a white in hi In habit ith an Aboriginal 
woman Australia, w® 

gink noun 1 a naive rustic; a doll us nix,. 2 a look; a peek. Perhaps a 
nasalised variant of geek Australia on, 3 an unpleasant smell ijk 
SCOTLAND, 1988 

gink verb to give off an unpleasant smell uk Scotland, ms 
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ginky adjective Out Of Style us 7969 
gin mill noun a bar. T 

connotations of the past, and is now genera y jocular us 
ginned adjective drunk us, 1900 

ginny barn noun in t for female rase tion of a prison 
reserved for ffemales us, 7967 

ginola adjective pod-looking 

French footballer David Ginola (b 1967); recorded in use in 
contemporary gay society uk mb 
ginormousadyecf/Vevery large. Pronounced (/ye-normous’ uk, m2 
gin’s piss noun 1 ] 1 I 1 I - I 1 111 in meaning'a 

female Australian Aboriginal'; from the extinct Australian 
Aboriginal language Dharug (Sydney m§on) Australia, 1972 
ginzo noun an Italian-Ameri in r Italian 11 1 1 e Probably a 
derivative of guinea us ; ?®V 

Giorgio Armani; giorgio noun a sandwich. Rhyming slang for 
'sarnie', formed from the name of the Italian fashion designer 
(b:19SP4) uk 7998 

gip-gip noun USE INIDAD AND 

TOBAGO, 7997 

gipsy's ginger noun human e rement in rut of doors. From a 
characteristic coloui of excrement combined with a demgratory 
stereotype of gipsy life UK, im 

gipsy's kiss; gipsey's noun an act of urination. Rhyming slang for 

gipsy's warning; gipsy’s noun 1 a sinister warning, a final warning, 
a warning of immedi; te reprisal Negative stereotyping uk ms. 

2 morning. Rhyming slang uk ueo 

giraffe noun a half ounce, especially of drugs. Rhyming slang uk 2003 
girdle noun 1 nporary gay 

society uk 2003. 2 an over-the-shou der car seat belt us. m2. 3 in 
motor racing, the main-support for the engine-ust m 3 
girl noun 1 cocaine us 7953. 2 crack cocaine uk 2003. 3 heroin us. mi. 

4 a lesbian. A term used by lesbians us ■ >. s a homosexual male, 
especially an effeminate one us. 1912. 6 (especially in sporting 
contexts) an effeminate male vu istralia. 1m. 7 in a deck of playing 
' gjfdva q ue|tii/i, 'mr 

girl and boy noun a toy. Rhyming slang «/£ 7992 
girl-deb noun 6 girl who Spends'lttme with a boy's youth gang, 
whether or not she is a gang member's gir ir end us. ms 
girlf noun a girlfriend uk 2003 

Girl Friday noun iung man i< 1 useful to have about 
the place as an assistant. From Defoe's tale of Robinson Crusoe 
-and his Man Friday us, im 

girlfriend noun 1 1 male hom ill 1 1 friend us ms 2 used 
as an affectionate term of address for a friend or acquaintance us, 
1997. 3 cocaine An elaboration of girl (cocaine) us. 1979 
girl-girl noun 1 1 1 | rnographi 1 11 r an entire 

pornographic film, involving two women us 2000 
girl-girl adjective III ll [III III men 

girlie noun a young woman Patronising and derisive uk isw 
girlie adjective mild | rnographii featuring I ed women but not 
sexual activity. Mainly in use from the mid-1950s us, 1921 
girlie bar noun e available us, 

girlie film noun jsfpm featuring naked women but no sexual activity 

us. 1973 

girlie magazine noun 1 rrn te iai publi ti 1 that features many 
pictures of naked women Ike sex industry sells 'girlies' not 
'women' Canada, im 

girls noun a woman’s breasts I rom the television situation comedy 
Anything but Lou- (1989-92), in which the character played by 
Jamie Lee proudly nicknamed her breasts 'the girls''2007 

girls and boys noun 1 list I .- languK 1992 

girl’s blouse noun an effeminate ma)e Australia, 1996 


girls in blue noun female police officers Australia, 1998 
girls’school noun i reformator f< 1 nal ju nile offenders us, m2 
girl’s week noun the bleed period of the menstrual cycle us, 2001 
girl thing noun 1 problen 1 1 1 t underst od by females 

us. 1992. 2 the various hygiene steps taken by a female pornography 
performer before a sex scene. Also called 'girl siqffus, 1995 
girly-girl noun 1 2 a female 

friend us. 7997. 3 a tampon us 1999 
giro noun 1 a fraud perpetrated on the social security system 
whereby a Giro cheque benefits payment is signed and cashed by 
•someqne other than, but With the connivance of the intended 
payee who then reports the cheque as lost and waits for a dupli¬ 
cate payment ok 7996. 2a social security/benefits cheque. An 
siSbrfeviatonof 'Giro cheque' uk mi 
Gl's; Gl shits noun diarrhoea us. 1944 

Gl shower noun vhich a group 

of soldiers fOKifeJy clean a dirty peer with wire brushes us 19x 
gism pot noun the vagina uk 2001 

git;getnoun ill I 1 1 im I ink I III I mill 1 'Get'was conven¬ 

tional English from Hie CM to C 18 , meaning 'a child', ‘one of his 
get' (one of his begetting); hence a useful synonym for bastard. 
Usuage is now mqiaily in northwest England. 'Gtf ' 
ripispronBnfBfictn uk. mm 
gitbox noun a guitar us, 

gite noun a bed and breakfast. In Quebec, even anglophones know 
and use 'gite', but it is often accompanied by 'bed and breakfast’ 
■,|S tourists from the US are not confused: Le Gite Park Ave., Bed 
and Breakfast Au GfteQlymqlque t$ located on a major street in 
Montreal Canada. 2002 

git-faced adjective I 

git-fiddle noun 1 guitar. A deci I rur rl te m us, 1935 

Gitmo nickname the US naval base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba us. 1959 

G-lvan noun a F us, me 

give noun inside information uk 19m 

give reri 1 to tell ecret. Mair imperatives 2 to consent to 
have sex us, 31 have se ith < nar 70 ► give a 

fuck to care, to be concerned Often in the negative us, 2001. 

► give good X; give great X ■ I Mill ir the noun that 

follows. On the origin; I mode of give head (to perform oral sex) 
us 1971. ► give her tarpaper I h ml Used in 
Michigan's Uppei I m 11 ► give it 1 to behave in the 

manner of whatever noun or adjective follows uk 1999. 2 either by 
speech or action, to make your attitude to someone or something 
obvious uk 19%. ► give it all that tv off uk 1977. 

► give it away to enga age in sex 

► give it some to put a great deal of 
effort into something. Possibly abbreviated from ‘give it some 
wellie' uk. 20)1 . ► give it the nifty fifty (used of a male) to 
11 n il m ► give it the off to go, to leave uk 7997. 

► give it to lo copulate with us m,. ► give it up 10 applaud 

Often as an imperati < in udience s « ► give Jack his 
jacket to s ► give 

laugh for pea soup 

you visit, hoping is- a meal in exchange mm a, im. ► give 
leather to thrust forcefull hi lavin \d and tobago, 

2003 ► give me a break; gimme a break used as an expression 
of dismay at that which has just been said. Ubiquitous in the 

19' ► give skin sv 

► give someone hell to deal with someone in a harsh or severe 
manner uk isu ► give someone one to have sex with 
someone UK 7974. ► give someone the reds to anger. Teen 
slang us, 7957. ► give someone their hat to release from prison 
us 1976. ► give the office 

► give the skins to ha- ► give two 

fucks to care tr be - 1 -1 -1 I 1 ti 1 give a fuck, and 
usually in the negative us 7974. ► give up as a bad job to 
abandon something that has no prospect of success uk m2. 

► give what for 

from an exch; satened with punishment 
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give-and-get | glass itch 


asked 'What forTartd received the formulaic answer 1'll.gjijg you 
what for' uk im. ► give wings to 'nee! someone else with 
heroin or to teach then ► give 

your right ball/testicle for stralia, ms 

give-and-get noun a bet Rhyming slang UK nss 
give-and-take noun a cake. Rhymingoing. Ok; i960 
give-a-shit lobe noun the frontal lobe of the brain. If shot In the 
frontal lobe, the patient rarely cares about anything us, m> 
give-away noun i revelat n r betraya ither libera i 
inadvertent us m2 

give away verb ip Australia, 1944 

give over! stop it! uk raw 
giz noun the vagina us ws 

giz! give me; give us. A slurring of 'give us', where 'us' is often used 
gizmo verb t0:fltafit with a device us, razz 

gizmo; gismo noun a earl el evice ot ntraption the exact name 
I I I 11 'O ' I ' II ll | II 1 1 In | - 1 1-1 
gizz verb to gaze UK. >m, 

gizza; gissa 1 e 1 nakin i demand. Phonetic compound of 
'give us [me] a’ 'Gizza job became a catchphrase in the mass- 
unemployment circumstances of the early I980sm, raw 
gizzard noun 250 or 300 dollars. An allusion to a 'monkey' ($500), 
with the gizzard being the guts of the monkey Australia, ras9 
gizzit noun a looted itenr hort 1 ive 1 t used by the military 
in the 1982 Falklands war UK m2 
gizzuts noun guts, courage us 1993 
GJ noun^raod /ury us, m? 

G-joint noun 1 2 a crooked carnival 

game. 'G' is for 'gaffed' (rigged) us, m6 
GLA noun a car theft; grand /arceny automobile US, m3 
glacines noun heroin Possibly a misspells 1 gl is:nine', a material 
used to make bags litfwhich the drug may be supplied uk mss 
glacio noun a glaciologist UK. 1985 
glad noun a gladiolus: a cut gladiolus flower Australia, ms 
glad bag noun 1 a body bag, used to cover corpses. Coined in 
Vietnam; still in use in the Gulf war and after us, m3. 2 a condom 

gladdy; gladdie noun mer Australia, 

glad eye noun a cdme-Wther look us, 1903 
glad hand noun 1 a welcome, rousing if not always sincere us m3. 
2on the railways, the metal air hose coupling between carriages. 
The interlocking connectors vaguely resemble'hands clasped in a 
handshake us ms 

glad-hand verb 1 1 greet ith [ fuse, if insincere, enthusiasm. Often 
found In the context of politicians us, r«s 
glad-handing adjective insincere and false us, 1992 
gladiator school noun a vipteKtjijiiOn us, mi 
glad lad noun an attractive male us ms 

glad-on noun an erection A happ in 1 > iard-on (an erection) 

glad plaid noun t brigh ilaid patt 1. M i< un-American youth 
(Pachuco) usage in the American southwest us, 1947 

glad ragnoun i piece of clot.I ith glue or an industrial 

solvent, used for recreational inhaling us mi 

glad rags noun your best nm 

glad stuff noun i lard drug >< in heroin morphine, opium 

glad we could get together used as a humorous farewell. A 
catchphrase television sign-off by John Cameron Swayze on NBC 
Sinfthe 1950s. Repeated with referendatfhlmtetftiCf ms 


giaiket adjective From an earlier 

sense as 'inattentive to duty' uk ms 
glam noun glamourise®® 

glam adjective i glamorous uk. raw. 2 flamboyant, especially in dress 
and appearanceilgffife 

glam; glam up verb to dress more smartly UK 1937 
glamazon noun 1 utiful ll-muscled nan A compound of 
'glamour' and ‘Amazon’, 2001 

glammed-up adjeenve In ed 1 esented in a glamorous manner 

glamottle noun a 13 ounce bottle of Budweiser™ beer. Budweiser 
advertised that it was a 'glass that holds more ihan a bottle', 

■ .which is corrupted here us, 1948 
glamour noun 1 exual ittr female Australia, 1983 
glamour boy noun a U$, Ait force flier us, raae 
Glamour-don't noun 1 luge f h n ni ke From a fashion'do's 
and don ts colufhflln Glamour Magazine Canada, 1993 
glamour groovie noun 1 I hi 1 onsciou er nuns 1947 
glamour-puss noun ally one who 

has enhanced a natural beauty with artificial glamourus mi 
G-land noun Grajagan, Indonesia A surfing destination us, 1991 
glare glasses; glares noun sunglasses India, 1979 
glark verb to decipher a meaning from context US 1991 
Glasgow grin; Glesga grin noun a slash or slash-scar on the face 

UK SCOTLAND, 1988 

Glasgow kiss; Glesga kiss noun a head butt to your opponent's 


glass nouni amphetamine powder; methamphetamine powder u/c, 

19 98. 2 heroin uk 2003. 3 a hypodermic syringe us m2. 4a shop 
window us, IQ73. 5 a live ounce glass of beer Australia, 1972. 6 a 
smooth wate 7 sin drag racing 

and hot rodding, fibreglass, used to reduce weight us, 1968 >see: 
GLASS OF WATER 

glass verb 1 ti ir bottle as a 

weapon uk 1931 2 in hot rodding, to repair a cat body with lead 
.tbmpQund, or fibreglass us. iseo 

glassbottle noun 1 ill 1 I et in the top of a wall 

twiqadand tobaw, aar 

glass ceiling noun a notional barriei to personal advancement, 
especially in the employment prospects 0' a woman, a disabled 
person or anyone from an ethnic minority. 'You can't see it but 
you know it's there' - or 'the sky's the' limit' us raw 
glass chandelier noun homosexual; a homosexual. Rhyming slang 
for QUEER UK 2003 

glass cheque noun a bQttfc with a deposit on itiMi'S&SirlAND, ms 
glass chin noun a window built in the area immediately below and 
slightly behind the nose of a bomber us rass 
glass dick noun 1 1 ir 11 I 11 ke cracl cocaine us, 1995 
glass diet noun an addiction to crack cocaine us 1997 
glass gun noun e us, 1949 

glass house noun 1 guari om, dete.barracks or military 

prison. From the glass-roofed North Camp military prison in 
Aldershot uk 1931 2 in prison, a detention cell or cells uk ms. 3 in 
.surfiflg, a smooth ride inside tl^|HjWs/fof a wave us 1*7 
Glass House nickname the Parker Center po ice headquarters in Los 
. 1963 

glassie noun a clear glass marble Australia 1934 

glass itch noun irritation of the skin by fibreglass dust Surfing usage 
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the context of boxing or fighting us 


(in doctors' shfcjfand) good lotfMMg 


Medical slang- 


glass of beer noun the ear Rhyming slang UK mi 
glass of plonk noun I l“ II I III I I I I CONK L IK 1092 
glass of water; glass noun a quarter of an ounce (seven grams) of 
ating slang for quarter uk 2002 

glass pack noun 111 I'oi I I 

with fibreglass, increasing the roar of the engine US, i960 
glass work noun 1 p ker 1 le use 1 m II mirror or other 
refective surface to cheat us, 196s 

glassy adjective ( not choppy us, 


Glasto noun the 1 - ibut Festiva 1 I- er extent, the town of 
Glastonbury The festival began in 1970 when it was known as The 
Glastonbury I ayre. the ear iest references to the event as ‘Glasto’ 
seem to be late 1990s UK 
glaze verb to daydream new Zealand, im 
glazed adjective drug®*! J9# : 

glazey doughnut noun the residue of vaginal secretions ringing a 
cunnilinguist’s mouth uk, 2002 

gleam verb ► gleam the tube (of a female) to masturbate us, 2001 
gleamer noun any reflective surface used by the dealer for cheating 
in a card game 01, -1959 
gleaming adjective exeelfeht os, mr 
gleek noun in poker, three of a, kir®2| 7967 
gleesome threesome noun group sex with three participants 
AUsfmtM i '0K} 

Glen Hoddle; Glen noun an objective achieved with ease; in sport, 
and easy win or simple victory. Rhyming slang for 'doddle 1 , based 
on the name of footballer and former England coach {Sen Hoddle 

glide time noun 

glim noun 1 a light uk cm. 2 the eye uk 7789 . 3 a railway lantern us. 

7946 

glim verb to see us, tsi2 

glimmer noun 1 a light uk, cm. 2 any reflective surface used by a 
dealer to cheat In a game of cards us, m2 
Glimmer Man nickname a man appointed by the Gas Company 
during World War 2 to inspect homes fop-any contravention of the 
rationing of gas Ireland, i%8 
glimmers noun the eyes or eyeglasses uk isu 
glimmer twins nickname NI kj ind Keitl 1 hard of The 
Rolling Stones. A self-given nickname, apparently - according to 
Keith Richard - in response to the question 'Who ARE you? 

What's it all about? Come On, give us a clue. Just give us a 
glimmer' uk 19m 

glimp verb to peer, to peep. Mili » in ibbreviati n of'glimpse'(to 
see briefly) uk 7937 

gliss around verb - n I 11 II nlkus, 7947 
glitch noun a malfunction. From the Yiddish for 'slip' us. 101,2 
glitching noun 1 mn » n >r intermittent loss of control (of a 
radio-controlled aircraft) when interference from another signal 
occurs m rsir 


glitter noun salt us, im 

glitter fairy noun ill 1 11 1 ninat homosexual man. 

Usually derogatory us, 197s 

glittergal noun in circus and carnival usage, a female performer us, 


glitter gulch noun do nt n La ega A idaus,i953 

glitz noun superficial glamour, especially as applied in show-business 


glitzy adjective o tent ii ill eciall ith t ense of tawdry 
show-business glamour; often applied to something that glitters us, 


glo noun crack cocaine us, 1994 
glob noun expectorated sputum us, 1 
globber noun PIT 'expectoration us, 19 


globes noun ttetfemale breasts- vs, m 

globetrotter noun 1 11 1 1 Ii I.ntacl nan heroin 

dealers in search of the best heroin us, 1970 
globule noun a contemptible : ;|gj§ts||ii', ms 
glom verb 1 to steal, to natch to gral 1 iialectgta/m, glaum, (to 
clutch or grasp) us, W7. 2 lo attach to, to seize upon, to grab hold 
of for oneself us, 1972. 3 to eal hastily us, 1990 
gloom note noun in college, a notification of academic deficiency 


glop verb 1 I111I i i I tin juickl Imp Deuve c from 

'glop’ (a, viscous liquid), or from, a mispronunciation <3f-%0l)a‘«C 
7987. 2 to pour or apply with gusto US, 1992 
glopheadnouna 'habitual tfrunkj.gifnbities glop (to drink) with 
-head (a user) uk im 

glopper noun someone who is unfashionably dressed. Used among 


Gloria Gaynors noun 11 in I.. lie formed from the 

name of soul singe- G oria Gaynor (b 1949). uk 1998 
Gloria Soames noun glorious homes Australia, ms 
glory noun on ► get the 

glory while in pi 1 n to be om eligiou - a state of being that 
may well out ast the prison sentence uk wso 
glory be noun mu ill I - ig 1 the m I Rhyming slang uk isos 
glory be! used as an expre 1 I Ii I 1 a m hinent. 
Shortened from 'Glory be to God!' but often having to do without 
God as well as word uk im 
glory card noun a icence from the 1 ederal Communications 
Commission to operate a citizens' band radio us 1976 
glory fit noun an exhibition of re igious emotional frenzy Canada, 1940 
glory hole noun 1 hole bet 1 11 1 il t oths in a 

pornography arcade 01 between stalls in a public toilets, designed 
for anonymous sex between men us 1949. 2 any unpleasant place 
or situation Nt wZ ealand, 1151 3 any room or cupboard where 
oddments are stored uk 1 m. 4 the officer's sleeping quarters on a 
navy ship us, 7889 . 5 a clear spot m an otherwise cloudy sky through 
which a fight;®'plrctpft can reach, its target us 0 }' 
glory hour noun the h ur >et een noon and 1 pm on Sundays, the 
only hourofthe day when drinking is permitted in pubs Falkland 
ISLANDS (MALVINAS), m 2 

glory seeds noun seeds of the morning glory plant, eaten for their 
psychoactive properties us 1992 
glory wagon noun a brakevan (caboose) US, 977 
gloss noun a shlng US 1969 

glossy noun i a photograph us, mi. 2 a 'glossy' magazine us 1945 
glove noun a condom. Leading to the safe-sex slogan 'No glove, no 


glove verb to examine a prisoner's rectum for contraband US 1972 

gloves noun ► the gloves are off; take the gloves off used for 
expressing a commitment to action without compromise, com¬ 
passion or hesitation uk 2001 

gloveworknoun in cricket, a wicketkeeper’s skill or performance uk 

glow noun a pleasant, warming sense of intoxication us 1942 

glub noun a sbb or -azy person neWlMjw. 2002 

glub OUt verb 

glue nouni semen uk 1998. 2 the residue produced during heroin 
manufacture (A 1992. 3 in computing, any interface protocol us 
1991. 4 a police detective us, luo. ► do glue to sniff glue for the 
jpsyehpactiye effect uk me 
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glued | goat 


glued adjective drunk us, is $7 

glued up adjective int u ited a i re ult I < I ent abuse, especially 
glue-sniffing Las; 

glue gun noun a weapon which fires a hardening resin to paralyse 
the human target uk 2001 

gluehead noun , | - r 1 I inn glue or any volatile solvent for 
the Intoxicating effect us, 1970 

gluepot noun i the rgina. Rl nir ing 1 twat, combined, 
perhaps, with allusive imagery uk. i 192. 2 a racehorse that performs 
very, very poorly os, 1924. 3 in cricket, a wicket w'lh a 'sticky' surface 
(caused by the sun drying wet tuff) uk, m 
gluer noun a person who sniffs model glue for the psychoactive 
effect us, 1982 

gluey noun a | ilvent for the 

intoxicating effect us, rnz 

glug noun a swallow, a mouthful, a swig of a drink. Echoic us, 1971 
glutes; gloots noun the gluteus maximus muscles (the three large 
muscles in the buttocks) us, ras 4 
g-ma noun grantimothiSf ffejssz 

GMFU; GMBU noun 1 H 1 ii n >f irgani iti nal choas Initialism of 
'grand military (tick up' or 'grand military Palls up', pfofjjSiy'^ince- 
World War 2 uk 1982 

GMOF noun a grossly obese hospital patient. A 'great mass of flesh' 

GMT noun time io clean out the refrigerator Back-formation from 
the Greenwich standard, abbreviating here 'green meat time’ 

CANADA, 2002 

gnarlatious adjective extremely impressive us, mi 
gnarly adjective i treacherou ill igir u nally infer slang 
applied to waves and surf conditions, and then broadened to an 
all-purpose adjective us 1977. 2 bad, disgusting us ms. 3 excellent 
An absolute reversal of the original sense, used amongst fpot- 
propelied sCdQtenriders tS m2 
gnashers noun the teeth new Zealand, 1984 
gnat bites noun small female breasts uk, 1920 
gnat-brain noun an idiot UK 2 m 

gnat's noun somethin n ill A reducti 1 1 >r a suggestion of 
many terms including 'gnat’s arse, 'gnat's chuff and 'gnat's 
whiskers'; in such uses as '{Btfwr a gnat's' and tip: as a gnat's 

gnat's blood noun tea purchased from a railway canteen or 
refreshment bar uk. i97tf 

gnat's eyelash noun -1 u II Ii nee fhe iriant bodyparts 
are seemingly infinite, with 'eyelash' as the earliest recorded us, 


gnat's piss noun a weak beverage Sycfi as tea or beer uk, 1 m 
gnawing noun kisStng .td^n^mAND, ms 
gnawing-the-nana noun oral sex on a ma thA ustralia, im 
gnome noun a serially inept outcast us 1959 
G-note noun a $1000 note us. im ■ 

go noun 1 a turn al sonlething; an attempt 1% 1S25. 2 an opportunity 
Australia 3 he phrase 'give 

someone a go' Australia, 1937. 4 an attack Australia, /%s. 5 a look 
Australia, 1930. 6 a preference Australia. 1977. 7 approval, agreement 
us is 78 . 8 high-spirits, vigour, energy, as a human characteristic. 
Originally, and still, applied to horses uk ws. 9 used of a busy 
period or energetic activity uk m. 10 a fight, especially a prize¬ 
fight; an 11 1 11 12 a drag 

race event us 191.4 13 amphetamines. I rom the 'get up and go' 
nature of the 1 14 

drug best know 1 ra is ■ oanna' is the 

Gyuana Indian name for 'lizard', attached here to the monitor 
lizard Australia, 1904. ► from the word go from the very start. 
Derived from tl in tartin 1 111 ^ ► have a go at to 

criticise. From the ense itta ► make a go of it to 

make a success ®f somethiraft^ tm 


go verb i when re; i n nversati n, to say. A thoroughly 
annoying quotative device found as eat v as 1942, favoured by 
teenagers in the 1970s and 80s us 1942. 2 to take on the 
mannerisms and customs of a place or group of people us, »Siz 
3 to find acceptable, to wish for, to enjoy Especially, and usually, 
when applied to food or drink ut e 1 . 4 to urinate; to defecate. 
Probably a shortening of 'go to the toilet’, now a euphemism uk, 
1926. 5 to attack physically; to light Australia, 1 m. 6 to race us, nos. 

7 to become (of a po itical constituency, as in 'to go Tory') us, 1937. 

8 in a casino, to earn in tips us 19S0. 9 to 10 a 

telephone, to ring ijk low. ► go all the way to have sexual 
intercourse us, 1924 ► go Alzheimers to forget. Public awareness 
of Alzheimer's confuses the disease with the premature senile 
dementia it causes uk aw. ► go bent 1 to become dishonest. 
From bent (crooked) uk 2002. 2 (of a police witness) to retract a 
statement or renege oh an undertaking. The imp1tc&j?t is that 
the witness is beh 1 m in 1 imin il manner, bent us mo. ► go 
big, go fat to achi ub ntial h ight 1 I 1 ince in snow¬ 
boarding us, 1995. ► go both ways to be willing to play both the 
active and pa ► go down 

the rabbit hole to use < 

Alice in Wonderland Canada, ms ► go for a burton 1 to to be 
killed in an air crash. Military slang of uncertain etymology uk mi. 
2 to be destroyed or ruined, to Ire forgotten uk 1957. ► go great 
guns to do vep ell, 1 rospe ► go off like a two- 

bob rocket 

SCOTLAND. 199,, ► go on to talk al length uk cut ► go over 
jackass hill to be a teenager canaba, 1992. ► go over the wall 

1 to secretly depart from anywhere you are duty-bound to be. 
Applies to escape from prison and the wider world us. 1933. 2to go 
to prison uk 1917. ► go some 1 to fight us. im. 2 to go well, to 
proceed with notable vigour us; mi. ► go south 1 to deteriorate; 
to break us, 2000. 2 in a gambling cheating scheme, to take dice or 
money off the gaming table us m7 ► go through the card to 
cover everything that is available in a given circumstance. 

Originally a horse racing term uk run. ► go to bat to stand trial. 
A baseball metaphor us ntc. ► go to ground to go into hiding 
us, i99o. ► go to higher game < run h I gitimate business 
after a period ► go to New 

Norfolk to fra 1: - 1- --1 1 othf luu located in New 
Norfolk aust/m/./a / 938. ► go to the wall to exert yourself at al 
costs without rail he isequence ► go up fool's 

hill to Be a teenager Canada, 1999. ► go upside someone's head 
to hit someone on the head us 19.59. ► go west to be spoiled or 
ruined) to die uk 1x5. ► go west on someone to fail, to let 
someone down Canada, 099. ► go with the flow to acquiesce us, 
1977. ► not go much on to not like much Australia, 1932 

go! used for expressing approval and encouraging further effort us 


go-ahead adjective progre 1 1 us to su eed us, imo 

go ahead, make my day used ..mon lefiance From the 

film character Dirty Hu 11 v played by C int Eastwood. US President 
Ronald Reagan used the line in a speech to the American Business 
Conference in March 1985 : 'I have only one thing to say to the tax 
increased; Go ahead - make my day!'. Fie liked the line so much 
that he repeated it in a speech at hisISfd birthday in 1994 «$, 3 S® 
go-ahead man noun 1 1 I . n u | in irking with 
someone selling 'inside' information on the horses and races us, 


go-aheads noun thong ssndStlfM' is® 

goalie noun la I i I i i II ice hocke first recorded 
In the modern spelling in 1957 - as 'goalee', known since 1921 
uk 1957. 2 the clitoris us, 1972. 

goanna noun 1 t 1 it 1 I mir 11 1 ianna', a variant 
pronunciation Australia, 1918 

goatnouni a per 1 nil 1 1 failure k s especially a 
player in an atheltic contest A short form of 'scapegoat' us, ism. 

2 in horse racing, a poor-performing racehorse Australia, 1941. 3 a 
fool. Often, and original y, in the phrase 'att the goat' uk 1S79. 4 in 
motor racing, a Dodge car us n<>:>. s in hoi rodding, an old car us, 
1948. 6 an engine used in a railway yard us 1241, 7 a goatee us 195s. 
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► get someone's goat to succeed in making someone lose 
fftpShtfmper us. i m 

goat boater noun a surfer who uses a surfboard/canoe hybrid craft. 

Mainly derogatory uk wales, toot 
goat fuck noun a colossal, confused mess us, 197? 
goat hair noun llegally n tnuf tured il holic drink us, 1970 
goat head noun in electric line work, an angle-iron punch us, mo 
goat heaven noun :I0 $wiwdos, ms 

goat knee noun a callus, especially one on the head from carrying 
heavy loads Barbados, ms 

goat land noun in 0 

goat locker noun in the US Navy, the kitchen and dining hall 
reserved for bffieajs/es m> 

goat mouth; goat bite noun a curse, had kick irinidadand tobaco. 


goat pasture noun 1 1 ill land Idas; irt of a confidence 

swindled)®* 


goat rope noun a rumour. Gulf war usage us. mi 

goat screw noun 

goat track noun 1 1 1 I in li 1 nil 1 I a 
go away verb to be sent lo jail or prison us, mo 


go-away gear noun a truck's highesl gear us, 1971 


gOb noun 1 the mouth. Origina ly Scots and northern English dialect 
uk, isso. 2a slimey ump or clot, especiaIv ol spittle. In convention- 
j^juse until early 09 uk. im 

gob verb 1 to spit I.JK, 1872. 2 to eat UK 1999 

go back on verb to break a promise or a trust UK isso 

gobble noun art act of oral sex uk im 

gobble verb 1 to perform oral sex on a man us, /%c. 2 to talk us. 1947. 

3 in drag racing 1 n highspeed ►gobble 

the goop to perform oral sex on a man us, 19m 
gobble alley noun the upper balcony in a cinema favoured by 
homosexuals us 3*6 

gobble down verb in commuting, to obtain us, m3 
gobbledygook noun dense, pompous, and unintelligible jargon us. 

gobble hole noun f the playing 

field which takes a ball from play while scoring a large number of 

gobble off verb to perform oral sex on a man A more complete 
elaboration of gobble iMuiitmi 

gobbler noun a bospita patient with petty complaints os, mo 
gobbling irons noun a knife, fork and spoon. A trawlermen's term 


gobbling rods noun a knife, fork and spoon. Gulf war usage uk 1991 

gobbo adjective Stupid UK, 2002 

gobby noun ■a small lump of dried ftasal mucus uk 2000 
gobby; gobbie adjective loquacious, too talkative; impudent Ok 1993 
gobdaw noun 1 2 a dolt, a gullible 

person Ireland, 2003 

go between noun a cow gate Canada, 1937 

gobgrabbing noun in prison, the practice of trying to grab and steal 
drugs concealed in someone's gob (the mouth) ljk 1996 
goblet of jam noun marijuana. I rum the direct translation from 
Arabic rn'juni akbar (a hashish-based confection) us, 1969 
gOb Off verb to talk totjdlly or tod, much at isbs 
gobs nouni a great deal of In tl%gS6, a 'gob' firigubbe' referred 
specifically to a 'great deal of money' or a 'large mouthful of fatty 
meat'. By World War 2, the term had acquired this broader 
meaning, as evidenced by the title of Johnny Viney's 1943 
wartime humorous novel Sailors are Gobs of Fun; Hattf? us, W9 


2 in a hospital, gynaecology Rhymed on the model of obs 
fofcfttrics) UK 2002 

gobshitenoun 11 I n unpleasant [ 1 mbines gob (the 

mouth) and shite (rubbish), hence 'someone who talks rubbish': 
the subsequent, more abusive sense depends, on the phonetic 
ugliness-of the word Ireland, 

gobsmacknoun 11 Hi 1 1 1 1 1 | hless A back-form¬ 

ation from the verb UKiam 

gobsmacked adjective being speechless or lost for words as the 
result of amazement or shock Adopted from northern dialect; 
silence is the suggested result of a 'smack' (hit) in the gob 
Wwttl UK. ton 

gobsmacking adjective shocking uk 19% 

gobsmackingly adverb surprisingly new Zealand, 2003 
gobstopper noun 1 1 I sweet that reveals layers of 

colour as sucking diminishes its size Combines gob (the mouth) 
with the effect of a large sweet ljk, 192s. 2 the penis. Rhyming slang 
"Hr chopper rejoicing in. pufii^size prjd.aweetrtess.uk 1992 
gobstoppers noun ihe testicles, rrom gobstopper (a ball-shaped 
sweet) uk 2002 

gobstruck adjective very surprised From gob (the mouth)-and 
'struck 1 (hit) UK im 

go button noun a car’s accelerator us. w 
go-by noun a passing by-t&is® 

goby noun a middleman in a criminal enterprise From 'go-between' 

go-by-the-wall noun a cornerboy Ireland, im 
God Almighty noun n urn n's mghtdre n line Rhyming 
SlanfW 1998 

God-awful adjective terrible, dreadfu . 'God' as the intensifier of all 
that is bad us wv 

God bless you noun ised a n lem nil ie e in snooker for 

remembering [he correct spotting of ball colours - green, brown, 
yellow.us, im 

God-botherer; God-pesterer noun an immoderately religious indi¬ 
vidual’ US. JSJ7 

God Calls Me God noun a GCMG (Grand Commander of St Michael 
and St George). A pun elaborated on the initials; used by civil 
servants demonstrating a jocular familiarity witfi the honouf'Uk 

God damn noun in th pr 1 Rl nir u 

-goddamn- infix I in inten ifier us ms 
godfather noun 3 who provides financial 

assistance to a financially fei ing operation Australia, m 9 

God forbid; Gawd forbid; Gawd fer bid noun 1 a child. Rhyming 
slang for kid u 2 ing for yid uk 

Godfrey noun used in oaths in place of 'God' us, 1959 

God hates a coward r noket used for luring a reluctant bettor to 

bet as >951 

godhead adjective excelled! at playing nternet games. Possibly an 
elaboration ol 'good' uk, 2003 
godiva noun usee: LADY GODIVA 

God love her noun a mother. Rhyming slang uk im 
go down verb 1 to happen us. ml,. 2 to be arrested and/or 
imprisoned ut isa 3 while working as a police officer In a patrol 
car, to park and sleep u& im 

go-down man noun in an illegal belling operation, the employee 
designated to identify himse i as the operator in the event of a 
police raid, accepting risk ijt place of the actual operator us ,pst 

go down on; go down; go down south verb to perform oral sex 

US. >914 

go downtown verb i iii i i television comedy 

Seinm, 1993-98 us, 2003 
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God save the Queens | golden BB 


God save the Queens noun reen ill e [ ecially cabbage. 

Rhyming slang for 'greens' UK 1992 
God's flesh noun 1 | 1 lii illu 11 111 mushroom 

2 LS Q: « 2003 

God’s gift to women; God's gift noun of a man, a great lover. A 
familiar idiom, also used in other contexts as 'God’s gift to 
something or sorpeone'; generally heavily ironic (ns 1927 
God’s honest truth noun th@• ^fctsol£ 9t r959 
God shop noun a church j%5 
God-size adjective very, very large us. raa 

God slot noun a regular position in a television or radio broadcast 
schedule given over to reljgigiJS' programmes UK. Slff 

God’s medicine; God’s own medicine noun morphine; opium us, 

God squad noun 1 urr h aulhor lie evan li il enthusiasts us, 
ms. 2 the US military Chaplains Corps us; im 
God’s waiting room noun ;t home us, 1989 

goer nouni t pro; ition that n li I icce Australia, 1974. 

2 an enthusiastic participant in sexua activity uk mi. 3 in hot 
rodding, a fast car us 1954. 4 a person with 29 i-up-md-go Australia. 
1983. s a horse being honestly ridden to win Australia, non 
go-fast noun any amphetamine or other central nervous system 
stirnulaj)|ir|S 1993 

go-faster noun any amphetamine or other central nervous system 
stimulantcs, rase 


go-go bird noun 1 ( H 47 ii in [ rt heli pi 1 ml itli window- 
mounted machine guns and used as a gunship Not a successful 
experiment m mi 

go-go boy noun ng man who 

is a paid dancer al a nightclub or bar us mi 
go-go dancer noun a paid dancer at a niptclu'tf us i %7 
go-go dancing noun dancing for pay al a nightclub in a cage or 
platform above the patrons us 1993 
go-go juice; go juice noun petrol; diesel us, 1976 >see: go-juice 
go home used as a humorous farewell. A catchphrase television 
sign-off on The. hoar Ullman Show (Fox, 1987-90). Repeated with 
rrfererrtial ttsimcur us, m? 

gohong noun during re Korear u 1 I ml From the Korean 
word for ‘rice’ applied by American soldiers to food in general us 

goienouna central nervous system stimulant such as Dexedrine™ or 
Befizetae™ us, im 

gO-in noun a fight woo 

going! used for encouraging another's action. Hawaiian youth usage 

US. 1982 

going home gear noun a truck's highest gear us rm 
going-over noun 1 a beating; a verbal assault ( is, 1942. 2 a detailed 
inspection, i9i9' 

goings-on noun behaviour or piBceedings, Usually with a pfotafive 


gofer verb to act as an assistant and errand-runner. From the noun 

gofer; gopher; go-for noun 1 a low-level assistant who typically runs 
petty errands. He or she goes for this and goes lor that us, mo. 2 in 
the military, a,special team assigned with the task of bypassing 
normal channels teasgotie needed supplies os. 1990 
goffernouni i I In il 1 111 1 1 il 11 1 I ii mde Derives 
from drinks manufacturer Goffe & Sons Ltd Australia, 1945. 2 a wave 
washing inboard uk 198/. 3 a punch, a blow uk m,. 4 a salute 
AUSTRALIA, 2003 

go for verb 11< >r written) or with physi¬ 

cal fprte uk, im. 2 to pay for os, 1975 
go for it! used as a general exhortation us ms 

go forth and multiply! les this archly 

euphemistic variation ol 'fuck off!’, us ms 

go for the gusto' and live life 

fully. From a slogan for Schlitz beer; often used ironically us ms 
gog noun a person from North Wales. From Welsh gogledd (north) ox- 


go-getter noun a very active, enterprising person us, mo 
gogga noun 1 -'in hing fright ling n nstrou or unwanted, 
especially in a po itical or business context. I rom the sense as 'an 
insect' south Africa i9.i4. 2 any insect. A generic term, from 
Khoikhoi xo-xon via Afrikaans southafrica, 1905. 3 a germ, a disease 
■Squth Africa m3 

goggatjie; gogga noun used as a term of endearment From 
Afrikaans for little insect' southafrica, 1972 
goggle verb ► goggle the horizon used by motorcylists to mean a 
number of things, most commor 1 y to keep a-1 eye out us. 2003 
goggle box noun i tele ion inven nal'g iggle (to stare) elabor¬ 
ates viewers’ response lo the box (television) uk 1959 
goggler noun a male homosexual us, 1970 

goggles noun spe tacle m the iventi nal ense (spectacles for 
eye-prPHjtton} uk mi 

Gogland nickname Mi les. From Welsh (north) 

go-go noun a discotheque; a venue for erotic-dance performance us 


go-go adjective associated with a discotheque A very big word for a 
very few years uk raw 


goitre noun folded into a 

trouser pocket From the unsightly bulge uk 1977 
go-juice noun alcohol (liquor) us, ra® 
go jump in the creek 1! Australia. 1947 

GOK God only knows An 11 aym UK 2003 

gold noun 1 money 2u 1 generica 1 r jewellery, especially 

goods that are traded illicitly uk 2000. 3 a type of bet in an illegal 
lottery us 1957. 4 potent marijuana. Often combined with a place 
name for the formation of place plus colour us i%8. 5 in drag 
racing and h tit rodding, a trophy or pnieSus 1968 
golda noun a Jewist lomosexua a lang, formed on the name 
Golda and originating among Cape coloureds southafrica, 2000 
Goldberg noun 11-1 1 1 tereot >e faJewi i merchant us, ra® 
goldbricknoun a person who shuns work or duty us rars 
goldbrickrer&to avoid a work deiMl us.Ma 
goldbricker noun a swindler us, 1902 
goldbug noun a person who buys and hoards gold us mi 
gold buttons noun a conductor on a train us 1977 
Gold Coast nickname i in Lakeshore 

Cjrive bordering Lake Michigan in northern ChtcagoyJilwiSiUi^pi 
2 an area in Harlem, New York, wtlere police bribes are common 
and lucrative us 1972. 3 the Atlantic coast of South Florida us rasa. 
4 a stretch along the east coast of Queensland, Australia, noted for 
extraordinarily good surfing Australia, 1991 
gold-digger noun meone wl 11 1 in the romantically 
because of their wealth. Used to characterize women as predators 

gold-digging adjective engaged in the romantic pursuit of a wealthy 
lover us, 7994 

gold dustnoun 1 111- t dust (playi n the expense) us, 

7962 . 2 Rp$h UK 7996 

Gold Dust Twins nickname i Timothy Leary and Dick Alpert, LSD 
pioneers us mi. 2 Byron Nelson and Jug McSpaden, who 
dominated professional ^otf in the US during the 1940 s«£flMg 
golden noun marijuana ■ rom the colour of the leaf uk, 2003 
golden adjective 11 ill i i harmed us, 7958 

golden arm noun in craps, a player with a long slreak of good luck 
rolfligsthe dice us. 1993 

golden BBthe bullet or anti-aircraft round that hits you us 1909 
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golden bollocks nickname a lucky man ijk, 1984 
golden boy noun i 2 in homosexual 

usage, a handsome young man at his sexual prime us mi 
golden brown noun heroin. An elaboration of brown (heroin) uk mi 
golden bullet noun the bullet or anti-aircraft round that hits your 
combat plane us. mi 

golden chair! fly leave the 


golden crescent noun an area In Afghanistan, Iran and Pakistan 
where heroin is produced us, 1992 
golden doughnut noun the vagina Ausrw»y ©»: 

golden dragon noun LSlffSte ms 

golden flow noun the urine lesl given to US soldiers upon their 
return to the US>from Vietnam us, 1971 
golden ghetto vern a 1- n 1 < 1 II 1 -1 11 divisional base 
camp in South Vietnam A term used with derision by the 
marineifS'js* 

golden girl noun 1 2 high quality 

cocaine us, mo . 3 heroin us, 1994 

Golden Girls nickname the women's track team from the Bahamas 
at the 2000 Olympics us, 20m 

golden glow noun a liimiii 1 I ul II it I cheats to mark 
cards us, im 

golden leaf noun 1 marijuana 1 lien nil Possibly 
descriptive of the plant s appearance, as we as the value placed 
upon it us, 1925 2 a marijuana cigarette uk, 2003 
golden mile noun the area 1 f McGill in entral Montrea 
characterized by large stone mansions Canada, 2002 
golden ointment noun a large win in betting; money Australia, ms 
golden oldie noun 1 past that is still popular, 

especially a rock and roll song from the 1950s or 60s us, i966. 2 by 
extension, anything that can be categorised in a nostalgic context. 
After the old songs a rSife DJ announces us, im 
golden shower noun 1 harei > 1 irinefeti 1 ;m; the act of 

urination by one person on anothei foi sexua gratification us, my,. 
► couldn't organise a urine sample in a golden shower 
used of an Inefficient person or org; nisation A later variation of 
"...piss-up inabrewery' and '...cock-up in a brothel’ uk. 200s 
golden shower queen noun 1 mad bon nil ho derives sexual 
pleasure from being urinated on us, nr 
golden spike noun a hypodermic needll ts,;^^ 
golden T nickname 

to 57th Street, and 57th Street between Madison and Sixth 
Avenues us 19m 

golden time; golden hours noun in the entertainment industry, 
time worked at a premium overtime rale us, mo 
golden triangle noun an area n Burma, Laos and Thailand where 
hefdi’pns produced us m2 
goldfinger noun synthetic. iheSjlsjus, mz 

goldfish noun a ange bud' uk. 


goldfish veib I 1 ' II 1 I I I ' ill ll ill I Hi Iw 11 I I in' ill - 

ofa|o1{ffishuSgt»2 

goldfish bowl noun a jail's interrogatii 11 m us. m2 
goldfishing noun the behaviour of visitors being shown around a 
prison. From the similarity to a naturally wide-eyed, open- 
mouthed goldfish UK, 1996 

gold fronts; fronts noun ornamental dental work us 1994 

Goldie Hawn noun is it .. slang, fo ned from the name 

of the US. movie actress (b.1945) uk ms 
Goldilocks noun 1 ually transmitted infe n Rhyming slang for 
pox, caught fro#'a fairytale heroine - 'Who's been sleeping in my 

,bM?‘ UK 1998 


gold mine noun an establishment that sells alcohol illegally, by the 
drink us 197 s 

gold nuggets noun in dominoes, the 5-5 piece us 1959 

gold ring noun (of playing card 1 11 1 t . I mg also used of 

monarchy uk, 1992 

gold room noun i 1 m in the Pentagon her< the Joint Chiefs and 
Staff meet with the Operations Deputies us, ras6 
gold rush noun 1 the f 1 1 earchin foi jewellery or coins that 
follows a shift in the slope of a beach, exposing lost articles us 
1980 ,. 2 in hold 'em poker, a hand consisting of a four and a nine. 
An allusion to the .Cal ifornia gold rush of 1849 us. m6 
gold seal noun goqijytfpality marijijfft|.uK m&' 
gold star noun marijuana uk, ms 

gold-star lesbian noun a lesbl 1 1 has n er had ,ex with a man 

and intends that she never will uk 2004 
Goldstein noun a Jewish person''to, 19S0 

gold watch noun s given full 

measure uk m2 

golfball noun 111 1 I ne \ large pie< e of ciack cocaine us, 1994. 

2 any central nervous system depressant uk ms. 3achangeable 
sphere with 88 different characters used op IBM Selectric 
typewriters us tmi 

golfballs noun 1 dice® 1%2 2LSaW.|0£8 
golfballs and bullets noun a US A-my c-ralions meal of meatballs 
and beans us. mr 

Golf Course nickname ( 'or the Fourth 

Infantry Division near An Khe, South Vietnam fro# its large 
helicopter airfield with ioWrCut grass us, im 
goliath noun combining 

247 bets in a specific pattern uk mi 
gollies noun ► the gollies dog racing. From rhyming slang; for 
GOLLIWOG (a dog)' UK, 1992 

golliwog noun i i pecia i I i I Ui ming slang, may 
be abbreviated lo 'gollie' uk i m. 2 fog Rhyming slang, often 
reduced to 'gpHy 1 uk ms 

golliwoggy; golly adjective foggy UK 1998 

gollop verb to eat hurriedl 1 I ith reat gust A nation of con¬ 
ventional 'gulp' UK 1937 

golly noun 1 a 1)11 I erson. A si rtening of 'golliwog' uk raze. 2 any 
person of non-white ethnicity; ,1 native 0' the Indian subcontinent 
an Arab;. A play on woo via 'golliwog (a negroid doll) ijk cm. 3 a 
gob of phlegm or mucus Australia 1938. 4a half gallon jar of beer 

NEW ZEALAND, 1999 

golly verb to expectorate AusrimsA, ©zs 

golly! used for registering surprise, shock, etc. Euphemistic variation 
on 'God', which evokes a childish innocence uk 1 775 
gollyer noun a gob of spittle tm 

golly gee, Buffalo Bob 11 1 1 j.u in 1 I rstonishment us. 

golpe noun heroin From Spanisi II j shot) us mo 

gom noun a fooli h 1 rd person; a n >le1 n an idiot Ireland, 

GOM noun morphine; opium. An initia®B»of god's own medicine 


goma; guma noun I GOM us, 190,7 

gomer noun 1 a 1 i 111 especiall ) in trainee. Terminology 
used with affectionate derision by the US Army during the 
Vietnam war. From the television show Gomer Pyle, which is hot-a 
completely flattering image of Hie marines us cm 2 a repulsive, 
cTtpnTrompIraftt hospital patient irfa# the plea - 'get out of my 
emergency to##!’ us, m3 

go-minh money noun compen i n payment t ) Vietnamese 
civilians by the US military for accidental losses resulting from 
Military actions. From the Vietnamese for 'extract yOurseft&#;«(v. 
predicament' us 19m 
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gommed up | goodie 


gommed up adjective dirty us, 1982 
gommie noun ally {tefson Canada j 990 

gomtor; gom noun 1 1 11 jth per e e 1 ill • hen applied to 
an Afrikaner From Afrikaans gomto/ (a lout) south Africa, 1970 
gon noun a gondola train carriage us 1934 

gonad alert noun >see: NAD alert 

gondola 

gone adjective i uperlati profoundly in touch ith current trends. 
Nellie Lutcher's 1947 recording of 'He's a Real Gone Guy' did as 
much as anything to introduce the term into the language us ;s«. 
2 drunk or drug-intoxicated us 1933. 3 completely destitute and 
physically ruined because of crack cocaine addiction us 1994. 

4 infatuated us, 19 57. 5 pregnant Australia, ms. 6 caught Australia, 

goneburger noun anything that is redundant or finished m w 

ZEALAND, 2000 

gone case noun a hopeless cause $fN@»OK 2002 
goner noun 1 ly doomed to 

die very soon, rrom 'gone' as a euphemism for 'dead' uk ’ 847. 

2 someone who is doomed to failure us mo. 3 a person who 
7 m 

gone to bed adjective dead uk 1992 

gone to Gowings adjective i/ell and t il gone. Fr m an advertising 
campaign for Gowing Bros, a Sydney department slore. Used as an 
intensitfier-Sf 'gone', especially fpfsjfng senses of 'gone' Australia, 


gone to hell adjective utterly ruined uk m 
gone up adjective drunk or drug-intoxicated us mo 
gong noun 1 2 

3 opium; heroin us on . 4 marijuana us, 1977. s a gun us ms 
gong down verb lo ring the alarm bell on a police car as a signal to 
another motorisl to stop Early po ice cars were filled with bell- 
shapedgongs,. During the 1930s and 40s the-.ppfi© patrolling in 
cars were known as 'gongs# UK toss 
gonies noun ihe testicles. A diminuitive of 'gonads' us, im 
gonj noun marijuaril;sa§.2i»3 

gonk noun 1 i | in - Mil - ntemptuoi term used by 
prostitutes, deriving, perhaps, from a type of humanoid doll uk 
1977. 2 a fool, an idiot. Been s ang uk 2003 
gonk verb i to sleep UK, UK7. 2 to 

gonna; gunna; gunner; gonner verb going JS Slovenly 
pronunciation us$$ 

gonnabe noun i ... ambition) who has a 

realistic chance of achieving the goal us ms 

gonnif; gonif; ganef noun u liit-l i i I u li 11 from Hebrew. 
Depending on the tone, can range from laudatory to disdainful uk 


go-no-go noun the f it n a rur i here | I if raking off must 
decide whether to abort a take-ofl or to take off us, m3 
gonski adjective gone UK 2000 
gonzo noun COtainS-t^, 1996 

gonzo adjective cr zei lii i o i 'iz rre i If Although coinage is 
credited to US journa ist and authoi Bill Cardoso, close friend and 
partner in adventure with the laji ftuntflT S. Thompson, the dust 
jacket to Cardoso's collected essays claims.only that he is The' 
writer who inspired Dr. Huiiifcf. Thompson to coirt the phrase 
"Gonzo journalism" 1 . Thompson first used the term in print and 
the term is irrevocably linked with him in the US US. 1971 
gonzoid adjective crazed; having a bizarre style US, 1979 
Gonzo the great; gonzo noun mess. Rhyming 

slang for, 'a state , formed on a popular puppet character in 
television's The MuppetShow, from 1976 ,.and subsequent Muppet 

films UK 1998 


goo noun 1 inknown 

origin us, 1903 . 2 a look Ireland, mi. ► give with the goo to 
explain fully Obsolete teen slang Canada, 1940 
goob noun 1 a large facial blemish 1 is. no. 2 methcathinone us /99s 
goober noun 111 the 1 1 1 un reet r er tnyone who drives 
a car with an automatic transmission us 2003 
gooby noun 1 l f spit r phk n ewZealand, ms 
gooch noun an inept, unaware person us 1976 
gooch-eyed adjective blind imong eye 10 . 40 - 
good adverb ► COme good 

tations; of things, to work out we or better than expected uk 1892. 

► have it good; have it so good to be possessed of (many) 
advantages us mo. ► make good in poker, to match another 
player's increased bet us, vxj 
good and adverb tbsoli mpletely properly uk isss 
good and plenty noun heroin. Playing with a trademarked sweet 
confection name us 1994 
good and proper adverb 

good buddy noun • that enjoyed 

meteor-like ascendancy in popularity with the citizens' band radio 
craze that swept the US in 1976 vStfii used with jocular liMpI 


good butt noun a marijuana cigarette us, 19<20 
Good-bye Girls nickname the 2004 US women's Olympic soccer 
team. An acknowledgement of the fact that many of the team 
members were playing in their final repetition uk 200* 
good-bye, kids used 1 1 1 m 1 1 1 1 ell n the final episode 

of the children's te evision classic ; i >wdj Dt><tdy Show (NBC, 

1947 -60), these final words were uttered by Clarabell the Clown, 
who for 14 years had not spoken. Repeated with referential 
humair us, 

good-bye kiss noun h purcha t a pr miur 1 >f stock by a 
target company from the company attempting a takeover us nos 
good chute noun 1 1 e ful eje ti n of pilot and crew from a 
downed US aircraft us, 1990 

good cop noun in pair poli 1 1 rtne h 1 plays the sym¬ 
pathetic, understanding role during an interrogation us ms 
good cop, bad cop noun 1 t lice interr ition nethod in which 
one interrogator plays the role of a hardliner, while the other plays 
te rote of a sympathetic friend«^s 
goodfellanoun a gangster. Brought into mainstream use by ihe 
1989 film Good fellas us 2003 
good few noun a fair number us, rSzs 

good for adjective I i no uffht -Hi u ne 1 credit to pay the speci¬ 
fied! requirement uk 1937 

good for you! used r register rpj .1 mething achieved 
or said by the person addressed or spoken ofuK mi 
good fuck! used for registering surprise UK 2002 
good fun noun a great deal of fun. Hawaiian youth usage US mi 
good gravy! izi 

good grief! used 1 ir til urj n f surprise, anger, 

disappointment, dismay Given great popularity in the 1960s by 
Charles.Schultz's ifMnuts comic strip us, m7 
good guts noun correct and pertinent information Australia, 195 z 
good H noun heroin An elaboration of 1-1 (heroin), possibly playing 
on the conventional exclamation 'good heavens!' uk 2002 
good hands used in farewell Bahamas, 19 sz 
good hitter noun in pool, an excellent cue stick us tsso 
good horse noun heroin. A playful elaboration of horse (heroin) UK 


goodie noun 1 a valuable possession uk 2003. 2 something that is 
special and good us no. 3 a person on the side of right, especially 
in works of fiction us iszs. 4 extra parts or equipment for a car, 
enhancing fe. performance and/or embellishing its appearance us 






goodie and baddie; goodie | goof butt; goof-butt; goofy butt 


298 


goodie and baddie; goodie no 


frlsB person. fthytnrng slang, 


among criminals, a respected n>v- 

>b excellently ui c wm 


goodies noun 1 (he vagina US, 2 the female breasts US w® 
good looks noun I | n nl I 'in 111 tii ling slang for books 

UK: SCOTLAND. 1988 

good man Friday noun a pimp us 1953 

goodness!; goodness me! used as a mild expletive, or register of 
sbost, surprise, etc uk 1704 

goodness gracious!; goodness gracious me! used as a mild 
expletive, or register of shock, surprise, etc. In 1960 Peter Sellers, 
in the character of an Indian doctor, recorded a successful comedy 
duet entitled ‘Goodness Gracious Me wi|h. S&phia Loren (written 
by Herbert Kretzmer); the old exclamation soon had catchphrase 
status. In 1996, four iBritis'ftrifiJian' comedians adopted the term as 
vibe ironic title for a -at: o corneuy series, subsequently a television 
success. Now this term, the earliest recorded usage of which is by 
.Charles Dickens, is considered Sytffianyto be a part of the 
stereotypicaflhdian vocabulary uk. r m 
goodness only knows! used as a mild declaration of ignorance; 

used of something beyond your knowledge 01 experience uk isra 
goodness' sake!; for goodness' sake! used as,a mild register of 
exasperation or impatience I he earliest use was in reference to 
;jhe good ness of God uk. mi% 

Good night Chet. Good night David, used as a humorous 
exchange of farewells. The signature sign-off of television news 
anchors Chet Htmtfey-atad David Brinkley in the 1960s.- Repeated 
With referential hjirijpur us, im 

goodnight kiss noun an act of urination; urination. Rhyming slang 

good-night nurse noun a smoker's last cigarette of the night before 
going to sle^ptfs im 

goodnight, nurse used for indicating the end or the finish of an 
iiSyty uk, 2000 

good numbers (used in citizens' band radio transmissions) best 
wishes, regardS.fiSJSS'. 

good-oh; good-o; goodoh; goodo adjective very good; all right; 

well; in good health Australia. 1905 

good-oh; good-o; goodoh; goodo advert well; satisfactorily; all 

right AUSTRALIA, 1920 

good-oh!; good-o!; goodoh!; goodo! i terrific!, well done! 

Australia. 1904. 2 all right!, okay! Australia, 1918 
good oil noun correct and pertinent information Australia, 1916 
good old adjective 1 used as an affectionate (occasionally derisive) 
modifier of a term of reference 01 address uk 1821. 2 familiar; used 
fpr expressing commendation or approval uk im 
good old boy verb a white male.from the southern US who 
embraces the values of his region and race us. mi 
good on you! 1 well done!, good for you! Australia, 1907. 2 used as a 
farewell us, 1997 

good people noun a person who can be trusted and counted on us, 

good plan! used as a hur ipproval US, mi 

goods noun i the genuine article, the real thing; exactly who or what 
is required us. m. 2 positive evidence of guilt us, 1900. 3 any drug 
US 1971. 4yourself, especially areas of intimate contact us ms. 

► the goods an attractive person uk. i 9 S 4 
good shake noun >see: even shake 
good ship venus; good ship noun 

good show!; jolly good show! used as an expression of delight us, 

good sort noun 


good Stuff nou 
good style adv 

good thing noun 1 a I 2 a sucker; 

someone who is easily tricked us 1909. 3 a horse that is tipped to 
win Australia, 1877. 4 a good thing Made slang by attitude and 
tone. A signature line of Martha Stewart on her television show 
Martha Stewart Living Television, first aired in 1993. Repeated with 
referential humour us mu. ► like a good thing in an active, 
pleasing or exciting way Ireland, 199 6 
good thinking! 1 I 1 register of || rl f< an excellent idea 
or good suggestion, or ironically in the case of a bad or obvious 
suggestion uk 1968 

good time noun 1 a period of incarceration that does not destroy 
the prisoner's spirit us, 1975 2 a reduction of a prison sentence for 
good behaviour in jail us, ms. 3 time that counts towards a 

► the original good 

time that was had by all 1 I 1 1 - 1 ill, promiscuous 
woman. A twisl of the clichbd catchphrase 'a good time was had 
by all', coined by US film actress Bette Davis, 1908-89. The orig¬ 
inal catchphrase is creditqii^poet Stevie Smith, who acquired it 
'/tffjjpe as atftib from the reportage of parish magazines us, mi 
good-time house noun an establishment that sells alcohol illegally, 
especially by the drink is, tm 

good to go adjective prepared to start a mission. Airborne slang in 
Vietnam, quickly absorbed into the non-military mainstream us 

good to me! used for expressing self-praise US, 1972 

good wood noun i I il I in i i ite prisoner. Derived 


gOOdy-gOOdy noun 1 

with some degree of dei won 2 n 111 mi rnmihe 

exclamation of delight, uk 2003 

goody-goody adjective I Mil' I " II ' I ned, (of adults) 
hypocritically or sentimentally pious uk i87i 

goody gumdrops; goody goody gumdrops; goody gumdrop 

used as an expression of delight; often ironic in later use uk, urn 
goody two-shoes noun a per n of exct ive irtueus 1934 
gooey noun in computing, a graphic user interface (GUI) such as one 
with windows and icons us 1995 

gooey adjective i 2 excessively 

senti mental! UKW>' ' 

gooey ball noun i i nfecti i mad ith marijuana or 
hashrsfefiS^g! 

gooey louey noun a second lieutenant in the US Army us mi 
goof noun 1 ni i il li 1 m in nl in d itai io this term 
may have derived from goofball (a barbiturate drug) us mu. 2 a 
barbiturate. An abbreviation ol goofball us 1944. 3 a frequent 
marijuana smoker us, 1950. 4a silly, soft or stupid person us 19m. 

5 a joke, a prank us 195s. 6 a swim south Africa, 2004 
goof verb 1 to botch, to ruin us. use. 2 to tease, to joke US, 1931. 3 to 
give yourself away lo the police ui ms. 4 to spoil an injection of a 
narcotic, during either preparation or application uk ms. 5 to 
smoke marijuana 1 is, mo. 6 to enter what appears to be a near 
cftma al aifesult of drug intoxication us. mi 
goof around verb to pass time enjoyably but unproductively us mi 
goofball noun 1 a barbiturate used for non-medicinal purposes US, 
1939. 2 a mixture of heroin and cocaine us, urn. 3 a habitual smoker 
of marijuana southafrica 2004. 4a silly and/or dim-witted person 
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goofed; goofed up; goofed-up | goomie 


goofed; goofed up; goofed-up adjective i wrong us 1952. 

2 experiencing the effects of drugs, especially barbiturates or 
marijuana, drunk us 1944 

goofernouni 1 1 il ii 11 1 1 ill 1 ill lutethimideus, 1969. 

2 someone who toys with recreational drugs uk 1998. 3 a person 
who regularly uses drugs in pill form us. 1952. 4 a homosexual male 
prostitute who assumes the active rojesttsex us. mi 
goofer dust noun a barbiturate us. im 

go off verb 1 to happen, occur uk. im. 2 of a fight, to happen, to 
start uk. 1999. 3 to vehemently display anger Australia, 1979. 4 to 
cease to like something or someone uk 1934. 5 to fall asleep uk m7. 
6 to ejaculate ijk ism. 7 to give birth Australia, 1971. 8 to turn out or 
pass off in the way indicated Australia, islt. 9 to perform brilliantly 

ML 10 1 1 Ut AUSTRALIA, 

1995. 11 to defecate trinidad and tobago, 1973. 12 to pass peak con¬ 
dition; to deteriorate in f 1 1- 131 l e laided by auth- 

14 >n of 'go off 

(to start) i ik lit. is (of a parfy or nightclub venue) to be 
thoroughly exciting and enjoyable Australia, 1993. is (of a prize) to 
be awarded Australia, 1970. 17 (of a woman) to engage in sexual 
inter urse 18 in molor racing, to suffer a dimin¬ 

ution of performance, either because of a handling 1 problem or 
driver fatigue us, 19m. 19 (of a racehorse whose true abilities have 
been kept seci ► go off on 

one to lose your temper uk imp 

goofies noun i a swimming bath. Children's slang south Africa, 1970. 

2 LSD US, 2001 

goof-off noun a lazy perlgfi'i^/iafc 
goof Off verb to waste titS& tO idfi|^u943 
goof on verb to joke about, to make fun of us, 1956 
goof-up noun a blunder, an error of judgement us, 1956 
goofus noun 1 a fool us liu. 2 in circus and carnival usage, an 
extremely gullible customer who demonstrates great potential as a 

goofy noun 1 ill 11I 1 1 111 1 I Goofy is the 

name of the foolish dog in W; I: Disney's Mickey Mouse cartoons 
uk 1967. 2 a skateboarder who skates with the right foot to the 
front uk 2004 

goofy adjective 1 lull ill Will IS, 1919 

-goofy suffix ment ill mbalan I 1 result of he preceding activity 


goofy butt noun >see; GOOF BUTT 

goofy foot noun 1 urfer h ur it! the right foot forward. Most 
surfers surf wild their led foot forward Australia. 1962 
goofy footed adjective in foot-propelled scootering, used of someone 
who rides with the led foot behind the right I rom surfing us 2000 

gOOfy'S noun tSD'W, 2001 

goog noun a n GIE AUSTRALIA, 1941 

googan noun in p 1 m n h plays for fun us, 1990 
googie noun an egg. From Gaelic Australia, 1903 
google verb to search for something on the Internet by means of a 
search engine; lo check a person s credentials by investigating 
websites that contain that person's name. A generic use of 
Google™ (a lead irig; internet search engine) us 2000 
google; google hut noun 
ANTARCTICA, 1992 

Google bomb noun hi Hi ii reate i reat number of Internet 
pages with links to a specific website so that it achieves a position 
near the top of a Google search directory for seemingly unrelated 
words. Google™ is an Internet search engine uSiMfc 
Google bombing noun the deliberate creation of a great number of 
nternet pages with links to a specific website with an intent that 
the website achieves E|j3siltion near the top of a Google search 
iirectoryibf seemingly unrelated words. Google™ is an IrttefTret 
search engiriift^ 2002 

google box noun television new Zealand, raw 


googlewhack noun ... Interr et u er 1 re re 1 ill of a search for 

any webpage that, uniquely, contains a combination of two 
randomly chosen words and is therefore indexed by the search- 
engine Google as ’i: <?f 1 ' us 2002 

googlewhack veib mi ig Internet use t< earch for any webpage 
that, uniquely, contains a combination ol two randomly chosen 
words and is therefore indexed by the.searclrengine Google as '1 
of 1 '. A back-formation from googlewhacking us, 2002 
googlewhacking noun among nternet users, a popular craze for 
searching for any webpage that, uniquely, contains a combination 
<sft«ve> randomly chosen words and is therefore indexed by the 
search-engine Google as '1 of If Coinage is credited to Gary Stock 
'Chief innovation Officer and Technical Compass' era company in 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, who discovered and named tijjjEf” 
'compelling' time-wasting activity us. 2002 
googly noun an awkward questi 11 A figurative 1 e >f the cricketing 
sense australja, 1942 

goo-goo eyes noun romShtie .|ig'nees.ys. rasz 

googs noun in circus and carnival usage, eyeglasses. A corruption of 

goo guard noun on a truck, a mudflap|(^.'| 97 t 
gooi noun a brief sexual liaison Punning on the idea of fling from 
the verb gooi (lo fling) south Africa, razs 
gooi vein — 1 I 1 1 " to fling; 1 Irop; etc. From 

Afrikaans for 'to fling' south Africa. 1946 
gooknoun 1 a Vietnan er 1 pecially if in enemy of the US; 
a person from the I ar East, especia ly a I ilipir 10, Japanese or 
Kdraari; any dark-skinned foreigner. A derogatory term, too all- 
encompassing to be directly racist but deeply xenophobic. Coined 
;% the US military; the Korean and Vietnam wars gave the word a 
worldwide familiarity (if not currency). Etymology.® uncertain; but 
many be ieve 'gook is Korean for 'person' us lilt 2 the 
Vietnamese language; ar y Asian language us, mi. 3 an unspecified, 
unidentified, unpleasant, viscous substance. Sometimes Spelt 

'guck' us, L942. 4 the recreations d-.ig GHB u ,.. . gloss at: 

GHB 

gook adjective Vietnamese as, 197 9 

gooker noun in hot rodding, a car with many cheap accessories but 
no performance enhancements that would qualify it as a hot rod 


gook sore noun any skin infection suffered by a US soldier in 
Vietnam us. im 

Gookville noun 1 occupied by 

Vietnamese people us, mr 

gook wagon noun 1 1 1 1 1 I 111 1 11 1 1 many cheap 

accessories but no performance enhancements lhat would qualify 
it as a hot rod US, ras 
goola noun a piano us 1944 

goolie adjective black UK 2002 

goolie ogle fakes noun mi i_l 1 A< >mt nation 4 goolie (black), 
ogle (the eye) and fake (a manufactured article) ijk, 2002 
goolies noun the testicle 1 1 1 II militar I in Hindi gooli (a 
pellet), in phrases such as 'Beech; 11 Sahib's gooi is' for 'Beechams 
pills', and so punning^sgfplthetesticles). Usually in thepliwal, 
except in phrases like goGuborop a bollock (make a 

mistake) uk 

gooly; gooley noun 1 n 41 t< le uitablefi thr wing Probably 
from an Australian Aboriginal language. The usual derivation from 
■'Hindi go/i (ball) and 'bullet' is at best farfetched Australia, 1924 
goom noun meth-J 4- I riril used a In I ilcoholics Probably 
an alteration of a word from ,111 Australian Aboriginal language 
AUSTRALIA, m67 

goombah noun a loyal male friend; an Italian-American. An Italian- 
American usage, sometimes used in a loosely derogatory tone us 

goomie noun nylated spirits 

AUStgAUA, wt 
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goon noun i a unintelligent or ow- 1 tted per n. From Alice the 
Goon, a character in the comic strip Thimble Theatre (19 95, via a 
large and stupid character known as 'the goon’ in Elzie Segar's 
comic strip Popeye the Sailor (1935-38), which popularised tfi#- 
word and introduced it to the UK, Originally English dialect gooney 
(a simpleton), possibly from Middle English gonen (to gape) and 
Old English ganian (to gape, to yawn). UK usage from the 1950s if. 
influenced by The Goon Show, a surreal BBC radio comedy with ,v 
cast of fools us i 92 i. 2 a hired thug A broadening of the original 
sense us, ms. 3 a partisan on either side ol a labour dispute hired 
to perpetrate violence us, ms. 4a North Korean soldier us, me. 

5 cheap wine Australia 2a , 6 a flagon of cheap wine. It has been 
suggested that this comes from 'flagoon 1 , a jocularptdhtlhCiation 
of 'flagon', but this is not supported by any evidence Australia, m2. 
7 phencyclidine, the recreational drug known as PCP or angel dust 
us, 1977. 8 a gooney-bird (a C-47A Skytrain plane) us, 1937 
go on! used as >r derision uk 

goonbag; goonsack noun the plastic bladder from inside a 
cardboard wine box Australia, 2003 
goonboards; goonieboards noun short, homemade skis us res 3 
goon boy noun II inept unp< rular person us 1955 
goonda noun 1 hooligan reet-rough. Directl from Hindi India, 

goondaism noun I I with '-ism' 

goon dust noun phen lidine, the recreati nil ling known as PCP 
or angel dust us 2001 

gooned out adjective under the influence of a drug us ms 
gooner noun a I il letnam e Idier us 1969 

gooney; goonie noun 

soldier us, 

gooney bird noun 1 1 -I - rain plane ilso known as a DC-3, 
most commonly used to transport people and cargo, but also used 
as a bomber and fighter us m2. 2 a foolish or dim-witted person 

goonie party; goon party noun a backyard party at which 
goonbags ol different wines are hung on ,1 rotary clothesline which 
fe tfSen spuFtrso that fate decides what you WilUrink next Australia, 

goon squad noun ■ force to quash 

Individual or group rebellions us 1967 
goon stand noun in the television and film industries, a large stand 
for supporting large equipment or devices US 1977 
goony adjective Silly, dcfefetr&jg|^*. 

goonyland noun -11 i cont lle< > the N< th Korean Army 
and/or Chinese troops during the Korean war us 1937 
goop noun i s the exact 

chemical composition ol which is unknown us, ms. 2the chemi¬ 
cal jelly used in incendiary bombs us r m. 3 liquid resin used in 
surfacing surfboards us i *s. 4 the recreational drug GHB us 1999. 
s a fool us ms 

gooper noun lung; j$ii|gm us. 197,s 
goop gobbler noun r pe 1 I 11 nd/or excels at 
performing oral sex on men us 19S1 

go or blow 1 I 0 dr ..ration in car repair or motor 

racing where an engine will either perform very well or self 
destruct us 1992 

goori noun a poor v performing racehorse I rom an early sense of 
the word, a corrupted form 1 of the Maori kuri (dog) m wZealand, 200. 
goose nouni 1 [ally inept it-of-fashion | >n us w®. 2 in 
poker, an unskilled player who is a likely victim of a skilled pro¬ 
fessional us, 1996. 3 a shop assistant Especially in shoplifters' use 
Australia, 1975. 4 an act of copulation Rhyming slang for 'goose 
and duck', fuck os 1893. 5 in television and fi m-making, the truck 
carrying the cameras and sound equipment us ms. 6 a girlfriend, 
a woman. From an earlier English use. Also variant 'goosie' sotm 


goose verb i l ween the 

buttock cheeks us. ms. 2 by extension, to urge into action us 1934 
goose and duck; goose noun a trifle, something of no value. 
Rhyming slang for fuck uk, 2003 

goose and duck; goose verb to have sex. Rhyming slang for fuck, 
also used to create euphemistic expletives Ireland, 1944 
gooseberry noun 1 person wh | ence nterfere with the 
relationship especially romance, of two oilier people uk m/ 
gooseberry ranch noun a rural' brothel, us, 1930 
gooseberry tart noun 1 the heart. Rhyming slang uk 1937. 2 a fart. 

Rhyming slang UK 1 99s 
goosed adjective drunk 

goosed moose noun 1 1 1 1 1 III 1 I 1 ustomizing, a car with 

a front that is substantially lower than its rear us, 1993 
goose egg noun 1 2 a 

swollen bump us, 1953. 3 an oval cylindrica polystyrene float used 
irt|p|ingotw/iDA 1 999 

goose eye noun in il 1 illegal roduction 1 il hoi a perfect for¬ 
mation of bubbles on the meniscus of the product, indicating 100 

iprkf’l/E is ?# 1 

goose flare noun a type of runway flare used In wartime Canada 

CANADA, 1984 

goose grease noun KY jelly, a lubricant us. ms 

goose juice noun 1 il fen 11 I.ven to mental 

patienp^ ms 

goose’s neck; goose’s noun a cheque uk mi 
Goose Village nickname 

Montreal Canada, 2002 

goosey adjective jumpy, wary, nervOUS.fc®, tm 
goosie noun ve or 'female' 

role. Prison slang south Africa, ms 
gooter noun penis:-#®?®? 199 ? 
go-out noun a surfing us 1988 

go out verb 1 e US, 1997. 2 to 

suffer a relapse whi e participating in ,1 twelve-step recovery 
programme such as teRnffe Anonymous us, ms 
go over verb lo | >ur art us 1997 

Gopaul luck not Seepaul luck hat one man's 

good fortune is not another's trinidad and tobago, 1990 
go pedal noun an accelerator pedal uk 1994 
gopher nouni 1 per 1 hi il 11 I I ho goes for'the 
pilch us. 1959. 2 a poker player who pi;ys with ,1 high degree of 
optimism, $0 named: because of the player's willingness to 'go for’ 
a draw in almost any situation us, ms. 3 a criminal who tunnels 
into a business to roblfcQS, feseer gofer 


gopping adjective dirty. Gulf war usage uk mi 

got noun >see: GAWD 

gora noun a white ^sAjpiffloiK 1984 

Gorbachoff! eezes. Possibly 

related to ’gesundheitf ys 1990 
gorbie noun a stupid tourist Canada im 

gorblimey adjective 

Gorby blots; Gorbacher noun 1 type 'I > itte LSD popular in the 
early 1990s. The blotters wme 1 ustrated with the face of Mikhail 
. Saroacbev, hence the 'Gorby' Us. 1994 

Gordon and Gotch; gordon noun a watch. Rhyming slang, formed 
from the name of a long-gone book-dealing company based in 
iPlaistow, uk i960 
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Gordon Bennett! | government juice 


Gordon Bennett! ily an alteration 

of 'gorblimey!'. uk im 

gorge noun in circus and carnival usage, food us, mi 
gorge adjective used for ex in i| | i ill i - shortening of 
'gorgeous' uk, 20c® 

gorgeous adjective used for expressing approbation us, im 
gorger; gorgia; gawjo noun 1 > ■ 1 >0 1 i" who is not a part 

of the travelling community English gypsy use ate 1900 
gorgon noun a ruthless leader or bully Jamaica, 2000 
goric noun i i pare n i ia 1 medi inal syrup us. m2. 

2 opium; heroin. From 'paregoric' (a medicine that assuages pain) 

gorilla noun 1 a criminal who relies 011 brute strength and force us, 
ism. 2 a prisoner who obtains what he wants by force us ms. 3 in 
itfifgientertaTftment industry, a technical member of a fiWi.-crew us, 
4iniuemi.SK industry, a very popular bestselling song us, 
m2, s one thousand dollars Building on 'monkey' ($500) Australia, 

gorilla verb to manhandle, to beat us 1922 
gorilla dust noun intimidating b!ufWrljg'S| 1986 
gorilla-grip verb in skateboarding, to jump holding the ends of the 
board with the toes us, me 

gorilla pill noun a barbiturate capsule or other central nervous 
system depressant t£, ia&- 

gorilla pimp noun >n violence to 

control the prostitutes who work lor him us, m2 
gorilla salad noun thi^Jitjicftair ui m 

gork noun 1 a patient with severe mental deficiences us, im. 2 a fool; 

a contemptible tfois5ri&4 wo 
gorked adjective stupefied from anaesthetic us, 1973 
gorker; gork noun in baseball, a weakly hit ball that falls for a base 
hit. A term coined by egendary professiona baseball manager Earl 
Weaver us. 1982 

gorm verb to bungle, to act awkwardly us, ms 
gorm! 1 1 1 11 urprise tobago 1997 

gormless adjective foolish myiffeMMl. rm 
gorp noun 1 a complete ial 11 1 2 a snack of nuts and 

dried fruit favoured by hikers. From 'good old raisins and peanuts' 

gorsoon noun a young male Ireland, 2001 
go-see noun IS, 1969 

Gosford dog noun i per ill’ lite 1 mean background. Rhyming 
slang for wog. From Gosford, a satel ite city of Sydney which has a 
greyhound rating track Australia, 
gosh used in expressions of surprise, frustration A euphemistic 

'G 0 d' UK 1757 

gosh-darned; gosh-derned; gosh-danged adjective used as a mild 
intensifies A euphemistic replacement for 'God-damned'us, 1997 
go-slow noun a deliberate slowing of production by workers as a type 
of industrial action Australia, 1917 
gospel true adjective entirelyttnSfexfeSi^i-iS isM 
gospel truth noun sincerely the fttjtf); AUStRAUA, 1902 
goss noun gossip NEW ZEALAND, 1985 

gotcha noun in computing, a mlsfeature that generates mistakes us, 

gotcha! i used a ahum i i lamati i i i verbal conquest of 
some sort. Often used as the gloating afterword when a practical 
joke is played. On 2nd May 1982, during the Falklands war, the 
Argentine ship Belgrano was torpedoed by the Royal Navy as she 
sailed away from the exclusion -zone. At least 386 lives were tost 
The Sun newspaper printed the notorious, gloating one-word 
headline: 'GOTCFIA'. Also used in triumph when a capturfeor 
victory has been achieved uk 1932. 2 used for registering an 


understanding of what sorf®gjif|i$® said. A slovening of '[I] got 
y£Hjl' UK. 1966 

gotchie nouni 1 securit m r pa keeper land, 2003 2 a 
schoolboy prank, especially around Niagara I alls, Ontario, in which 
the victim's underpants are pulled up between his buttock cheeks, 
In the US, it is called a 'wedgie', but in Canada, a 'gotchie', which 
both comes from 'gotoh' for 'underpants' (with Hungarian and 
eastern European source words) and is a pun Canada, 2002 
goth noun a member of a youth fashion cult, characterised by a dark, 
sepulchral appearance and stark white and black makeup Inspired 
by C19 gothic-romance images of vampires, this dress sense is' 
kStepiio a style of rock music ato'caltecf 'goth’ uk w 
Gotham noun 10 11 1 Alluding i mythical village inhabited 

by wise fools us, 1807 

gothoid adjective recognisably goth in fashion uk, ism 

4. 2 (of 

got it! used for urging another surfer not to catch this wave, which 
you Claim as yours us, mi 
go-to-godamn adjective damned US),j8w 
Go to Hell nickname Go Dau Ha, home to a US Naval Advanced 
Base from 1969 to 71, close to the Cambodian border ah the Vam 
Co iDOng 'River, South Vietnam Ui 1990 
go-to-hell rag noun a neckerchief worn by an infantry soldier us 1991 


gotta like that! used for expr in ppr il -nuine or ironic us, 

got you covered! I understandLjbgl 

gouch noun a peri.fd rg-induci I I rustion uk 2000 

gouge verb in a wave 

Gouge and Screw Tax noun >see: GRAB and steal tax 

gouger noun an aggressive lout Ireland, 1997 
goulash noun 1 i ill I 1 li ui 11 i | i 24 hours a day us, 
1974. 2 in prison, a meat stew of any description uk ism. 3 in 
electric line-work, any insulating compound us, 19m 
go up verb 1 to be sentenced to prison; to be sent to prison us, W72. 

2 while acting, 10 miss your cue 01 forget .1 line us, 1973 
gourd noun the head uk 1829. ► bored out of your gourd 
extremely bored the rhyme on gourd (the head) intensifies 
'bored’ us. i-m. ► out of your gourd 1 extremely drug- 
intoxicated Substitutes gourd (a head) in synonymous 'out of 
you' head’.£^.,#67. 2 crazy us, 1%3 
gourd guard noui 1 helmet us, 1968 

gourmet ghetto noun 1, il il I li mu any 
neighbourhood featuring speciality food shops and gourmet 
restaurants. Originally applied to a two-block stretch of Shattuck 
Avenue between Cedar Street and Rose Street in Berkeley US tm 
gov noun a prison; governor UK me 

govern Writ to play the active role in sex, sadomasochistic or not us, 

government artist noun an unemployed peftem in receipt of state, 
beneifts. From a joke, heard m the high unemployment of the 
1980s. A popular choice of occupation sijll # questionnaires ate fo 
(be believed uk 2$m 

government-inspected meat noun 1 a soldier or sailor. Homo¬ 
sexual usage us. mo. 2 a soldier as the object of a homosexual's 
sexual desire us, mi 

government jewellery noun 1 prisoners' bodies to 

restrict movement Canada, 1987 
government job noun poor,cfaftii.|bshipi^;fe 

government juice noun water us, m3 
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Government Racing Car noun i ir I 5 idarmerie Royale du 
Canada, the French name for the Mounties Back-formation from 
the initials GRC Canada, : 2m 

governor noun 1 an acknowledged expert UK, oso. 2 an employer, a 
superior uk im 

governor's noun ,i n i governr idjr Ir rti n or ruling uk 1995 

gov'nor noun >see: GUV'NOR 

gOW noun 1 2 

3 herring roe Canada, cm 

gowed up adjective drunkotAMtM, w 
gowhead noun a drug addict'!®,a@s 

go-with-the-flom adjective ihrasal verb 

'go with the flow', 2001 

gow job noun used in the 1940s to describe what in the 50s would 
to be called a hot rod us. mi 
gowster noun a drug addict or heavy drug user os, me 
goy noun a Gentile. Yiddish uk. mi 
goyish; goyische adjective Gentile os 7965 
gozohomey bird noun an aircraft that returns you home. Royal Air 
Force use uk, 1.2m 

gozz noun gOSSip UK. 1983 
GP noun a general principle os 1944 

GPO JK. 2003 

GR8 adjective in text messaging, great. A variant spelling; one of 
several constructions in which a syllable pronourreed 'ate' is 
replaced by the hpmoptoFie 'eight' uk 2002 
gra noun appetite; desire I he Fliberno-English word for ‘love, liking, 
aflfeisn' IRELAND, 1995 

grab noun 1 an arrest 2 apersor 1 I 1 been arrested os 

1992. ► up for grabs available, especially if suddenly or recently 

grab verb 1 to capture someone’s imagination and attention uk me,. 
2 to impress os, mo. 3 to arrest uk 175 . 4 in horse racing, to win a 
race with a long shot os ecu. ► grab a dab to engage in male- 
on-male rape os, cm. ► grab air ;o unply a suck's brakes OS 19x1. 

► grab sack f 1 1 M 11 ^ ► grab the apple to 

seize tightly on the saddle Iioi 11 while 1 iding a but king animal 

CANADA. 1987 

grab-a-granny adjective used to describe an event where you can 
meet mature women UK 1987 

grabalishus adjective greedy Bahamas, 1995 

grab all, lose all used for exprt ng I - < tnge of greed trinidad 
AND TOBA 60 , 2003 

grab and snatch noun the ( I ind ervice Tax (GST) new 

ZEALAND, 1998 

Grab and Steal Tax; Gouge and Screw Tax noun the Canadian 
Goods and Services Fax A back-formation on ihe initials GST 
CANADA.iM 


grab-ass noun horseplay os, 1947 
grab-ass verb t< play us. 1953 

grab bag noun 1 a loose assortment 1 1 thir From a lucky dip 
offered at US fairs us. 1879. 2 a pooled mix of different types of pills 
contributed by several people and then consumed randomly os 
1970. 3 the theft of a suitcase or briefcase accomplished by placing 
a feS|t#ke bag ripjarihe bag to be stolen gifffhen picking up and 
leaving with the bag to be stolen; the suitcase or briefcase stolen 
In such a theft us, 1977. 4 a lunch box 01 lunch bag os, 1954. sa bag 
equipment prepared for grabbing in the event of an emergency 


grabber noun 1 the hand uk 1359. 2 a surfer who ignores surfing 
etiquette and catches rides on waves 'owned by other surfers us. 
i99i. 3 a story that captures the imagination os, 19m. 4 a shame; a 
pity its 1977. 5,1 railway conductor us 1931 
grabble verb to grab: vioj^fl 1 uk, mi 


grabby adjective 1 attention 2 ■ grasping, 

selfish uk 1953 

grab-iron noun a handle on the side of a goods wagon os, 1975 
grab joint noun or carnival us. 1904 

grad noun 1 an amphetamine tablet or other central nervous stimu¬ 
lant os 1977. 2 an ex-convict us, 1950. 3 a graduate us i87i 
grade noun ► make the grade to achieve a required standard os. 


grade-grubber noun 1 tudent - >nl - tl 1 > get good grades 


graduate noun an ex-convict us. 1949 

graduate verb 11 rr ilete 1 prist 1 entence a construction built 
on the jocular'college'as'jail us 1945 2 to be cured of a sexually 
transmitted infection os, 1 u 3 to begin using more powerfu 
drugs, or K' stop taking drugs completely os 1992. 4 (used of a 
racehorse) to win a race for the first time 
grad wrecks noun 1 , Gradual I t rminations. The 

standardised testing given to undergraduate students seeking 
.admission to graduate schadjftfl the Biss; tsss 
graf noun 1 graffiti os /997 . 2 a paragraph us 1991 
graffer noun a graffiti artist 1 prodi - omplete works, not just a 
stylised sighature us, 1993 
graf-head noun a graffiti artist uk 199s 
graft noun 1 personal and financial ad intage 1 the result >f 
dishonest or unethical business or political practice, especially 
bribery and patronage; corporate corruption in general us, 1901. 

2 any kind of work, especia v hard work os turn 
graft verb 1 to work hard uk inn. 2 to labour at criminal enterprises 

grafter noun 1 a hard worlei 2 inning market traders, 

a market trader uk 1979. 3 a thief, a crook, a swindler us r«s. 4 a 
•fpjlffliisafwho identifies opportunities for other thieves uk 1978 
graf-write verb to write or draw in tfif style of graffiti IfiAff, 
graf-writing noun 1 le act of 1 ti-ing us. 2001 
grain noun a heavy drinker os, 7963 
grain and drain train noun solitary florifinepnent us, m 2 
grains noun semen perm d tobago. 2003 

grammie noun a tape deck, especially one mounted in the 
dashboard of a truck or car us, 1975 
grammy noumpBggram (of a drug^bS; 1992 
gramp; gramps; grampa noun a grandftther; also used as an 
address for an old man. A slurring of grandpa uk 1 898 
gran noun a grandmother, especially as a form of address. Childish or 
affectionate shortening uk ism 

grand noun a unit of 1,000, usually applied to US dollars or the 
pound sterli'tfgrig; 1915 


grand bag noun in homosexual usage, a large scrotum os, 1981 
grand canyon noun age, a loose anus and rectum 


grand charge noun an empty threat or boast trinidad and tobago. 

grand dad noun a grandfather uk m 
grand duchess noun a I ieter< exual man hoenjoysthe 
company of homosexual men us 1970 
grandfather clock noun the penis Rhyming s ang for cock, often 
paired with polish and gloss (to masturbate) uk 1992 
grand fromage noun the ..I rtant pe n in a given organis¬ 

ation or enterprise A cod-1 rench variation of big cheese uk 2005 
grandma nouni the bleed period of the menstrual cycle us 1929. 

2 an older homosexual man • is, nu. 3 ihe lowest gear in a truck, 

Or car. The lowest gear is the slowest gear, hence the reference to 
grandmother us, mi 


grandma's peepers noun in dominoes, the 1 -1 piece us. 1959 






303 


grandpa | gravel cruncher 


grandpa noun a grandfather; also used as an affectionate form of 
address to an old man. Abbreviation of 'grandpapa' uk ms 
grandpappy noun grandfather us. 1952 

grandpa's dozen noun a twelve-pack of inexpensive beer us. 1994 
grandstand noun larg landicaj eig it 1 racehorse Australia, 


grandstand verb with an eye towards 

audience perception rather than the level of performance us 1900 
granfer noun n hi- ' 10 o IN 

granite boulder noun ille houlder . . lang uk m2 

grannie grunt; old grannie noun an annoying person. Rhyming 
slang for cunt (an idiot) uk, m2 
grannies noun the bleed period of the menstrual cycle os, 1929 
grannie's wrinkles; grannies noun winkles (seafood). Rhyming 
slang, uk mi- 

granny noun 1 grandmother uk, vu. 2 an old woman. Extended from 
the previous sense uk. 7699 . 3 the bleed period of ihe menstrual 
cycle us. 7929. 4 a bungled knot; anything that has been bungled us, 
1975. s the quality of pride. Derives from the idiomatic phrase 
'teach your grandmother to suck eggs', in which 'granny' (an 
abbreviation of grandmother) represents anyone wiser than yoia im. 
ism. 6an apple o' the Granny Smith variety Australia, 7 944 
granny-dumping noun the n ement ren > I 1 -Iderly relatives 
from family responsibility to permanent hospital or nursing-home 


granny farm 770™ ire hr ne >r estate f r elderly tesidents. From 
'granny' (generic old woman). An ironic coinage reflecting UK 
society’s apparent treatment of the elderly as sH much livestock to 
be managed .by others uk 1 m 

granny gear noun 1 such as 

Vallum™, Prozac™ and Rohypnol M . Drugs intended for granny (an 
old woman), or intended to slow you down which is a stereotypical, 
characteristic of a grandmother uk 2005. 2 a car truck, or bicycle's 
lowest gear; in a four-wheel drive automobile, the lowest gear 
combined witli the lowest range in the transfer case us. 1993 
granny jazzer noun 11 1 cl mism for notherfucker' us. 7977 

granny panties noun large, cotton underpants us. mi 
granny rag noun a red flag used for indicating an oversized load on 
a truck us. 79a 

granny's here for a visit experiencing the bleed period of the 
menstrual tjRfeiig-Wfitf 

granola noun a throw-back to the hippie counterculture of the 1960s 

US. 7932 

Grant noun a fifty-dollar note I rom the engraving of Ulysses S. 

Grant, a distinguished general and less-than-distinguisned 
president, orarjfieffte us, mi 

grape noun 1 wine. Often used in the plural us mu 2 gossip. A 
shortening of grapevine (the source ol gossip) us, im. 3 in the 
language of car salesmen, apromising potential custome'. Like the 
grape, the customer is 'ripe for picking’ us, ms. 4 a member of a 
flight deck refuelling, crew us, im 

grapefruit league noun in I lseball 1 .I league of the teams 

that conduct spring training in I loridaux 1929 
grapefruits noun large female breasts US, 1954 
grape parfait noun LSD. From the purple hue of the drug vs, 1977 
graper noun in oil drilling, a sycophantic worker us. 1954 
grapes noun 1 the testicles us, mu. 2 the female breasts us, run. 

3 haemorrhoids new Zealand, ms. 4a percent sign (%) on a 
com puter keyboard OS-‘jar 
grapes of wrath noun wine US 1947 
grapevine noun 1 

source of rumours us. mu. 2 a line, especially a washing line. 
i?hymfngsMng, often' shortened to 'grape' uk, isai 


grappler noun a wrestler. More of a fan word than an Insider's word, 

grassnouni in in' 11 ler Rt m 1 ing based on grasshopper 1 , 
copper (a policeman) uk 1 932. 2 marijuana. The term of choice 
during the 1960s and 70s us run 3 hair, especially a crew cut 
Australia, un. 4 a woman's pubic hair vs, 191,4. ► have more 
grass than Kew Gardens used 0 i pe on ho is known as a 
regular police informer uk run. ► out to grass retired from work; 
hence no longer in use An image ol old horses put out to grass 


grass vem 1 to inform, to betray. I rom grass tar informer) Also 
variant ‘grass up' uk ms. 2 to engage in sexual intimacy Canada, 
run 3 to defeat; to beat VS 2092 
grassback noun a pfprrtlsfuous gir-lt4,7%9 
grass bottle noun pieces >f broken bott 1 is and tobago, 

grass castle noun li I li 1 II meone believed to 
have made their fortune dealing in marijuana Australia. 2003 
grass colt noun an illegitimate child Canada, 1990 

grassed up adjective in I I me vs, ms 

grasser noun an infbrgiBf Ut/c. w- 

grass fight noun a hard-fought argument or fight Australia, 1986 
grass-fighter noun a tough 
grasshead noun a habitual marijuana smoker vs ms 
grasshopper noun 1 a tourist Australia, 7955. 2 a customer who 
inspects one line of goods after another without buying anything 
uk 1979. 3 a type of clutch on a motorcyle vs ms. 4 a police 
officer; a police informer, Rfiynning slang for copper (policshnari) 
Ifrely heard, but familiar as grass (an inforwiipr) ws *992. 
s marijuana uk mu 6 in electric line work, an open-link cutout os 


Grasshopper noun e I 1 hui mi 1 form 1 iddress to someone 
being instructed in cod-philosophical truths. From the US 
television series Kung-Fu, 1972-^j|t 1994 
grass in the park noun an informer. Rhyming slang for nark, and a 
development ol grass (informer) uk mi 
grass palace noun 1 1 1 < 1 iugh th profits from the 
commercial cultivation of marijuana Australia, 2002 
grass sandwich noun a child born of a sexual union in the 

OUtbfte CANADA, 7999 

grass stains noun 1 I loration or he fin er of a person 
who has been handling marij 1 an a us, 2001 
grass-widow noun a aim .1 1 temp raril if rtfromher 
husband. Origina Iv. mainly Anglo-Indian in use uk ms 
grass-widower noun a husband who is temporarily apart from his 

grassy ass! d gracias us, 1990 

grata noun marijuana uk 199s 

Grauniad noun ► the Grauniad the Guardian newspaper. An 
anagram, coined in the mid-to late 1970s by satirical magazine 
Private Eye. Despite the improvement ip spell-cheek technology 
Lijfte nickname remains widely popular tm 1979 
gravalicious adjective greedy, as&rtctouS^/liot 7929 
grave noun a w< >11 I 11 it night 1 uall tarting il 1 after midnight. 

An abbreviation of graveyard shift us, i9so 
gravedigger noun 1 in th-- di e mi r nil inchor, a spade. Of 
naval origin uk mi. 2 in circus usage, a hyena vs, mi 
gravedodger noun an old: .personut 7996 
gravel noun 1 he US in 

Vietnam. Formally known as an XM42 mine dispensing system us 
i98o. 2 crack cocaine us. 1994 
gravel agitator noun an iffentry soldier us, 1 m 
gravel and grit noun faeces. Rhyming sang for shit uk 2003 


graph noun an autograph vs 1975 


gravel cruncher noun a iton-llying officer in the US Air Force us 1929 




gravel-crusher | great big 
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gravel-crusher noun an infantry-MlijSr o| ms 

gravel puncher noun li ir miner using intiquated equipment 

CANADA, JS5J 

gravel rash noun scraped skin and cuts resulting from a motorcyle 
accident us. im 

grave-nudger noun 11 m th rersped e of youth, an older person 
UK: SCOTLAND, 7988 

graveyard noun 

graveyard shift; graveyard tour; graveyard watch noun a work 
schedule that begins very late , t night and lasts until the morning 
'stuff begins, traditionally fraimr'irnidni|ft'jiiij|It# am us, 1907 

graveyard spiral noun 

which recovery is nearly impossible and as a result 0! which 
impact with the ground is inevitable us. ms 
gravity check noun in footbag, the bag dropping to the ground us, 
1997 

gravy noun 1 mone especially mone It -1 ily and/or illegally 
obtained us, 1930. 2 an unexpected benefit us, mo. 3 in poker and 
other games that are bet on, winnings us, 7967. 4 any sexual 
emission, male or female uk, 1790. 5 blood uk 7999. 6 a mixture of 
blood and drug solution in a syringe. Perhaps from ‘gravy 1 as 
‘blood 1 in Cl9 boxing slang us, 1966. 7 sexual innuendo or 
bawdiness when used to enliven a ctall script. A pun on sauce 
(impudence) its 1973. 8 a prison sentence. Especially in the phrase 
dish out the gravy (to sentence harshly) uk 1150. 9 pasta sauce. 

► clear gravy an 

unexpected bonus or profit An embellishment of the more 
'comm;.:-' gravy IS: ’97: 

gravy adjective i all right us. 2002. 2 excellent, very good uk 2005 

gravy III pi ng appr al uk 20733 

gravy hauler noun a truck driver who will only drive high-paying 

gravy run noun < n the rail 1 hort and easy tripus, 7977 
gravy strokes noun 1 in e the imacti thrusts prior to male 
ejaculation. Presumably f on gravy (any sexual emission: semen) 
NEW ZEALAND, 2003 

gravy train noun money-making p; rti li 1 generous situation 

US. 7974 

gray noun 1 2 

worth one dollar us m3. 3 a police officer us. 190,7 >see also: GREY 
gray adjective >see also: GREY 

gray area noun in motor racing, the portion of the track Immedi- 
ately above the quickest line around the track us, 79so 

Graybar hotel; Graybar Motel noun 8 prli!f"ptSp8 us 1970 
gray boy noun a white |H mi 
gray cat noun a White male us, 7997 

gray eye noun 0. fie of the night us. 


grayspace noun the brain us, 7982 
Graystone College noun a jail or pjtofj us, 1933 
graze nouni in cricket, time spent fielding in a quiet area of the out 
field uk 7997. 2 food, a meal soon Africa. 20m 
graze verb 1 1 | 1 in j[ ficial attention to iny television 
channel, preferring instead to flick from one programme to 
another us, 7 m . 2 (used of an amphetamine user) to search 
obsessively in a carpet for pieces of amphetamine or meth- 
arinphetamih'Sd/s; m 

grease noun 1 any lubricant used in anal sex us, m3. 2 any hair 
cream Bahamas, m2. 3 nitroglycerin us 7949. 4 in trucking, ice or 
snow us 7976. stood, especially US Army c-rations us, 7997. 6 a 

young, urban tough -1 mi .. greaser us, 7967. 7 a black 

person us, mu 8 in pool, extreme spin imparted on the cue ball to 
affect the course of die object ball 01 die cue ball after striking the 
object ball us 7993. 9 a bribe r ik ou.o ► shoot the grease to 
make the initial approach in a confidence swindle us, m2 


grease verb 1 to shoot or kill. Vietnam war usage us rase 2 to bribe 
or otherwise favourably induce others to act as desired uk 152s. 3 to 
eat us 1984. 4 to use nitroglycerin 10 break into a safe us 7 949. sto 
barely pass a course in school or college us, om. ► grease heel 
to run awa; qui 11 ► grease 

someone's palm to persuade by bribery u/c 1807. ► grease the 
skids to facilitate 11 hi 1 1 11 I ra legal means us, 

7989. ► grease the tracks to be hit by a train us, 79 7. ► grease 
the weasel Jo have sex (from the na e perspective) us, 2003. 

► grease your chops to sltjSs, tm 
greaseball noun 1 1 per n fLatir Ameri in 1 Mediterranean 
extraction. A derogatory generic derived from a swarthy 
complexion us 7922. 2 an odious, unappealing, unattractive person. 
Derives from racist usage us 7977. 3 a railway mechanic us 1977. 4 in 
crifet® and carnival usage, a food concession stand us m 
greaseburger noun a despicable person x$ mt 
greased adjective druftklts. im 
grease for peace 

teevision sign-off on the Sha No Na programme (1971 -81). 
Repeated with referential humour us, 7977 
grease gun noun in. Based on 

GREASE (tO Big US 7984 

grease-hand noun 1 ribe dtobaco, 1966 

grease it! 111 pi 1 round ba ill, used 1 to encourage a 
ball tottering on the rim of the hoop to fall through for a score us 

grease man noun a criminal with expertise In using explosives to 

grease money noun a bribe trinioad and Wbago, 1937 
grease monkey no™ 1 a car or - pi me 1 ier I inicus, ms. 2 in oil 
drilling, a worker who lubricates equipment us 1954 
grease orchard noun an oil fteld'us m 
grease out verb good luck us 7990 

grease pit noun 1 I jualit price restaur 11 it us 7995 
greaser noun 1 1 . 1 j 1 - u ir 1 "I- 1 m 

2 a motorcycle gang member. I he collective noun is 'grease' uk 
1971. 3a hamburger, especially one from a fest-food restaurant us 
m2. 4 a young, poor tough us, 7964. 5 a slimey lump or clot of 
spittle and mucus uk Scotland, ms. 6 a submachine gun, 
especially the M-3 or M3A-1 submachine gun us, 7991. 7 a Teddy 
Boy. Greased hair wasian Important part of 19S&feshi6n uk 7964 
grease up verb to lubricate the anus, especially in order to smuggle 
contraband within the body us, 7996 
greasies noun take 11 ially fish ind hips new Zealand, 


greasy noun a sheaferywygissss9 

greasy adjective I1111 .. 1 ind ingratiating manner us isb 

greasy eyeball noun a foul r mena 1 I tralia, 7996 
greasy luck adjective good luci - haling expre ion that persisted 
after whaling in New England US m3 
greasy spoon noun an inexpensive and all-around low-brow 
restaurant ui,Wtt 


great adjective VSSf UK 1 784 

great action! used in expre ion of happy approval us mo 
great army noun in horse r m the t I f regular bettor 

AUSTRALIA, 7989 

Great Australian Adjective noun the word 'bloody' used as an 
intensifler This had an extremely high frequency amongst many 
speakers, especially fontr#%'fht)ugh now it has lost much ground 

to FUCKING AUSTRALIA, W 7 

great balls of fire! 1 I m ugly prof ne expression of 
surprise. Found in Gone With The Wind (1939) but made famous 
by Jerry Lee Lewis in his I^Sf-Mit song written by Jack Hammer 
and Otis Blackwell us mi 

great big adjective sly big uk 1857 
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great Caesar’s ghost! | green fairy 


great Caesar's ghost! i The non 

profane outburst of the Metropolis Daily Planet editor, Perry White, 
in The Adventures of Superman flip -195?). Repeated with 
referential hyrta-fifS wsr 

great divide noun the vulva. From the nickname of the continental 
divide, where north American rivers i ow either east or west 
Perhaps best known from its usage in the erotic ipoafwThe Ballad 
of Eskimo Nell': 'She dropped her garments one by one / With an 
ait of conscious pride / And as he stood id her womanhood / He 
saw the-Great Djyftfef Iss T®o 

Greatest nickname ► the Greatest Muhammed All (b 1942), 
heavyweight boxer who defined and dominated the sport from 
1960 until the late 1970s us, im 
Great Runes noun m nputin t displa I in UPPER CASE 
ONLY A legacy of the teletype i&jm 
great Scott! used for registering exasperation or surprise; also as an 
oath UK tm 

great stuff noun anything ocptesfeuK 1934 

great unwashed noun ► the great unwashed 1 the proletariat. 
Originally derisive and jocul; 1. now somewh; 1 snobbish, but famili¬ 
arity breeds unthinking colloquia isms (it 2 hippies. At the 
time, no doubt this was seen as'&iiferal description, of lahg-haifed: 
countercultorists m, wsfev 

great white combine noun 1 ir irie 1 1 1 rm Canada, rasz 
great white father noun any unpopular authority figure us, 19a 

great white hope noun n 

great white light noun LSD us, rase 

great white way; gay white way noun Broadway and the theatre 
district of New York us, m 

great white whale noun cocaine. An exaggeration and romantic 
allusion based on the colour of cocaine uk 2001 
greaze verb to eat us. ism 

grebo; greebo noun a met it -1 i 1 British uth cult that 
flourished in the mid-to late 1980s; grebos/greboes are character¬ 
ised as being intentionally unkempt and categorised as rock'and 
heavy metal music enthusiasts. Adapted from greaser (a youth 
'subculture), perhaps influenced by 'greb' (an insult) ukienglanb t 

gred adjective unpleasant uk, 2005 

greedy-guts noun 1 glutton; a person ( 1 1 II thing) driven by 

greed or appetite ‘Greedy gut ’ is the ear isr form uk, 1550 
greedy pig noun used by card sharps of a victim UK 1977 

greefa; grifa; griff; griffa; griffo noun marijuana, Qritifatiy 
border Spanish used in English conversation by Mexican- 
,: &i.erkansP5. t» 

Greek noun 1 2 anal sex; a prac¬ 

titioner of anal sex us m . 3 ,1 male homosexual, especially the 
active partner in anal sex us. 1938. 4 in pinball, a shot up a lane 
with a scoring device with sufficient force to activate the sconng 
device eg: 1977 

Greek adjective (of sex) anal us, 1934 

Greek culture; Greek style; Greek way noun aa#l sex us, 1x7 
Greek lightning noun ai . si 1 1 in d t hr ner of 1 failing 
business. In Chicago, Greeks enjoy the reputation of being 
arsonists. Chicago residents cite a rule of Three Ns - 'never give 
matches to a Greek, whiskey to an tri|Sirftan.i; ar power to a Pd@gli ■ 
fA ism 

Greek massage noun anal s biMSfWM, 13® 

Greek rodeo noun anal sex between men uS) 19m 
Greek's noun a small cafe or milkbar. Post-World-War-2 migrants 
from southern Europe commonity'openecf:such, businesses, though 
ibey were* not of course, all GreekAus7m/4 1946 
Greek shift noun in card trickery, a method of repositioning a card 

Greek shot noun in dice games, a controlled roll with a controlled 


Greek shuffle noun in card trickery, a cut of the deck that leaves 
We cards in the same order as before thes&rt vs, 2003 
green noun 1 mone n the een lour paper currency in 
the US us, isu. 2 hi American casinos, a $25 chip us m 5. 

3 marijuana, especially with a low resin count us, 1955. 

4 phencyclidine, the recreational drug known as PCP or angel dust. 
From the practice of sprinkling the drug onapafstey or mint us. 

1981 . sthe recreational drug ketamine I rom the drug's natural 
green colour us. uu, 6 mucus (11 7 the felt surface of a pool 

table us. mo. 8 a stage, especia y in the phrase 'see you on the 
green’. All that remains in current use’Cnfegrical rhyming slang 
'green gage' uk, mi. 9 an unbroken wave us usu. 10 a green 
capsule containing drugs, especially a central nervous system 
stimulant. Also variant 'greeme' us on, 11 a supporter of environ- 

► in the green flying with all 
Instruments recording safe conditions us. m3 
green adjective ► not as green as you are cabbage-looking 
more intelligent than you look. Jocular uk 1931 
greena noun marijuana m im 

green about the gills adjective ill, nauseous, sickly-pale uk 1949 
green and black noun a capsule of Librium, a central nervous 
system depressant ls, m2 

green and brussel; greens and brussels noun a musde; muscles 
Rhyming slang uk m2 

green and friendly noun ,1 prison-issue amine card uk 1996 
green-and-white noun a green and while police car us. 1 991 

green apple quick-step noun diarrho^tfll 1994 
green around the gills adjective giving an appearance of being 
about 10 vomit us. m5 

greenback noun 1 1 one-dollar note 21 ne pound note. A 

green-coloured banknote, first issued hi 1917, ihe colour remained 
despite diminishing size and value, except for the period 1940 -48 
when it was blue., until 1988 when it ceased to be legal tender. 
Sometimes shortened to 'greenie' w mu 3 an Australian one- 
.poy.ncl.note. Fell outof use after the introduction of decimal, 
currency in 1966 Australia, 1919. 4 in surfing, a swell that has not 
broken us, rara. 5 an implement for re-railing a (rain carriage or 
engine 

green baggy noun the can worn by Australian test cricketers 

green bait noun A.1 paid to l ildiers who re-enlisted 

during the VMfi&m war us. 1991 

green bean noun pal police 

officer. Derisive; from the colour of the uniform south Africa, rasz 
green bud; green buds noun marijuana. From the colour of the 

green burger noun I 1 imp! tamine u 1 iffeine marketed 
as MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy uk 1996 

green can noun 

green cart noun 1 1 1 11 on 11 ehicle u 11< ke people to an 
asylum for the insane Australia, rear; 
green door noun the door leading 1.0 an execution chamber us, 1970 
green double dome noun >see: double dome 

green dragon nouni LSD enhanced ith l 1 1 11 il drugs from 
plants such as Dead> Nightshade or Jimsonweed us. 1970. 2any 
barbiturate or other central nervous System depressant us, 1971. 

3 heroin 4 The pri¬ 

mary armoured tracked, personnel carrier used by the US'&fpes in 
"Vietnam M r ~tm 

green drinking voucher noun >see: drinking voucher 

green egg noun >see: EGG 

greenery noun marijuana College slang us, 2001 

green eye noun on the railways, a clear signal us, 1945 

green eyes noun jealousy, envy us im 

green fairy noun absinthe, a French giniUig.Jc&f 
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greenfly noun used is a I n loun rArm Intelligence Corps 
personnel. From the bright green beret they adopted in the mid- 
1970s UK 1984 

green folding; folding green noun paper money uk ml 
green frog noun 

greengages; greens noun wages. Rhyming slang ok 1932 
green game noun lininum bet of $25 

(the green betting token) us, rasa 
green goblin noun absinthe, a I rench gin I rom private 
correspondence with a rock gro ip whose management prefer to 
remain anonymous, Named after the arch-enemy iSflpiderrnan. 

green goddess noun 1 marijuana. From (he colour of the leaf and 
the elation it inspires; severa ancient re igions worst ipped a green 
goddess us tats. 2 an emergency firefighting vehicle that is made 
available (for operation: by the military) when .regular firefighters 
.and$their fire engines are out of service. First came into the public 
vocabulary during the 19Hyi|!rtj!tf by Fire Brigade officers uk. 1997 
green gold noun cocaine im tsm : 
green goods noun counterfeit moffpy.ys .wa 
green grolly noun 1 | 1 fphlmm -lit 1 1 gtolly’ 

Schoolboy and i»|$pry use uk rasa 
greenhorn noun 1 person recently arrived in the city or recently 
immigrated to a new country uk 1753 
green hornet noun 

and a central nervous system depressant us 1942 
greenhouse noun 1 a small room or enclosed space where 
marijuana is being smoked us m. 2 n surfing, a smooth ride 
inside the hollow of a wave ; is. m 7 3 in hot rodding and car 
customising the upper .part-of the car body us, 1993 
green ice noun emeralds us ,: m 

greenie noun 1 any paper money uk m2. 2 a one-pound note. From 
the colour of the note uk 1980. 3 an Australian one-pound note. 
Shortening of greenback Australia im. 4 a gob of thick nasal 
mucus and catarrhal matter. From the colour uk sow. 5 a speeding 
ticket us, 1976. 6 a conservationist. I rom 'green ban' (a ban 
imposed for environmental reasons) Australia, 1973. 7an ocean 
wave, especially a large breaking wave suitable for $^ti%mjstraua 

greenie in a bottle noun & beer Australia, 1991 

green ink noun tiftfe-fpent in aerial combat us f®r 
green-ink brigade noun colie 1 people wh vrite cranky or 
abusive (often illegible) letters Derives from the notion that only a 
person who disdains conventional standards possibly be ill 
manneredssiCfUgftlD write in green ink - or, sometimes, green 

green light noun in prison, permission to. kill us. 
green-light verb to give approval. In traffic signalling, the green light 
means 'go' uk 2001 

green-light adjective approved. After the verb sense uk 2001 
green machine noun 1 the US Aim 1 1 11 1 11 ueit m. 2 a 

computer built to military specifications for field use us 1991 
green man nouni marijuana. Fo 'see the green man’ is to smoke or 
buy marijuana us 1997. 2 a bottle of Ballantine™ ale us, ms 
green meanie noun any green amphetamine or barbiturate capsule 

green micro noun a type of^f| d<- 1996 

Green Onion noun 1 Montreal pari 1 I u 1 ifficer Canada, 1999 
greenout noun rig plants after an 

extended slay on Antarctica 1 ntarctica, 2003 
green paint noun marijuana uk 2003 
green paper noun mca|^fas 1979 
green pastures noun high e; 

payments; overtime uk 1 979 
greenpea noun a novieebs; v. 


lifjjf&ffor railwaymen; bonus 


green penguin noun a uk ms 

green queen noun in 

outdoor sex in public parks us, mi 
green room noun 1 in urfing nr mi ie inside the hollow of a 
wave us, rasz. 2 an execution chamber us, mi 
greens noun 1 currency notes. The colour of money US 1904. 

2 marijuana. From 1 he colour and after green (marijuana), possibly 
informed by the vegetable sense and the UK expression of 
maternal care 'eat your greens, they're good for you', ms. 3green 
vegetables, especial j, 0. bbage and salad uk, 172s. 4 loose green 
clothing worn by hospital employees, especially in operating 
theatres us 19; s tl e green . IS Army dress uniform us. nus 
6 sexual activity uk isss >see: greengages 
greens and beans noun basic groceries US im 
greenseed noun a US soldier freshly arrived in Vietnam us, ms 
greens fee noun 1 In im m harg II 11 >< room to play pool. 
Punning on a conventional term found in gof, alluding to green 
(the surface of a poot table) qS, 1990 
green shield stamps nouniplgey. A. variation on greenstamps; 
Green Shield Stamps were a sales promotional scheme popular in 
the 1960s and 70s uk, mi 
green single dome noun >see: double dome 
green slime noun 1 nj per Limi i usage but clever us <995 
green snow; green tea noun phen idine, the re< teational drug 
known as PCP or ange dust 'he colour reference is to the parsley 
Or mint'on which the drug isoften sprinkled us fsjfs 
greenstamp noun a trapfteticket ©f -Spesdingbs, 197s 
greenstamps noun in trucking, rfianetfMS 1956 
green stuff noun currency rtotest® m7 

green teen noun n environmental! 11 1 1 1 mg person us/99s 

green thumb noun in pool, the ability to make money playing for 
wagers us, 1990 

green-to-green adjective nmi 1 1 m 1 1 I (hi>ut problem. 

Nautical origins - ships following the rules of navigation us, 1975 
green triangle noun 1 1 > MDMA 1 1 t reational drug best 

known as ecstasy. I rom the colour of the tablet and the embossed 
® 0 tif'£/K.j*@: 

green 'un noun a one-pound note uk m 

greenwash noun matters. A play 

on 'whitewash' (a covering-up of faults), possibly also on eye-wash 
(somethirigfhaf is intended to conceal; nonsense) uk, 2003 

green wedge noun LS®<apSA 

green womb noun 

green worms noun the undulating green lines on a radar screen us. 

green yoke noun 1 m 1 1 per iced horse uk m,9 
greet verb ► greet the judge in horse racing,ftfeSn a. race 
AUSTRALIA, 1989 

greeter; greta noun marijuana us m2 

Gregory Peck; gregory noun 1 lang formed on 

the name of film actor Gregory Peck, 1916-2003 Australia, m3. 

2 the neck. Also known hi the UK, especially after use in mid- 
1970 s BBClfelBvisiah’s-FomdgeAuSTMiA 1966 
Gregory Pecks; gregories noun spectacles. Rhyming slang for 
specs, 1 irmed from the name of film actor Gregory Peck, 
1916-2003 UK: SCOTLAND. 1985 

grem noun an in kills I ka loarder generally, anyone who is 
maladroit at anything Feen slang; probably a shortening of 

GREMMIE UK 1978 

gremlinnouni in ten u piritthath un aircraft, deluding 
pilots; hence, any mechanical fault Originally Royal Alt Force slang 
uk 1929. 2 an inexperienced surfer who does not respect surfer 
etiquette us, mi 

gremmienouni in un; pi rr, ur ishi nil er in us, m2. 2 an 
unskilled surfing or skateboarding novice Australia, m2. 
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grette | grinds; grines 


3 marijuana and crack cocaine mixed for smoking in a cigarette us, 
grette noun a cigarette us, i 9 a> 

Greville Starkey noun a black; > Rhyming slang for darky, 
formed from the name of the Eng ish jockey and Derby winner 
$1939) Noted as predating synonymous feargal sharkey uk ms 
grey noun in a mixed race couple, the other partner Bermuda, rass 
grey adjective a middle-age nventi rail min led conservatively 
dressed person in the eyes and vocabulary of the counterculture 

grey death noun insipid prison stew Australia, m7 

greyer noun someone dull who perpetuates dullness uk 1999 

grey ghost noun r parkir in 1 in Victor New South Wales 


greyhound noun a very short skirt A pun on (pubic) hair/hare uk 2002 
Greyhound noun an Wl-8 armoured car. World War 2 vintage, used at 
the beginning of the Vietnam war by the Army of the Republic of 
Viftriam us, 1990 

greyhound verb lined 1 II per 1) to pursue hite pe in in 
the hopes of a romantic or sexua relationship. I rom grey man (a 
white person) U$ isfz 

greylist verb 1.0 hold a person under consideration for blacklisting 
CANADA, S 'dm- 

grey man noun 1 2 a dull, boring 

undergraduate. Oxford and Cambridge students’ term ijk, nw 
grey mare noun a bus or train (are Rhyming slang uk 1992 
grey matter noun brains, thus intelligence-fiiywis 
grey shield nount^i.tMi 2 fm. 
greys on trays noun adult snowboarders us, 1997 
grice verb to practise trainspotting frainspotters' slang uk m2 
grice; gricer noun ,1 I m 1- rain) 1 te frainspotters'slang 

grick noun r Gre immigrant or Gr American us ms- 

grid noun 1 the face ijk, 2001 2 the female breast US, ms 3 a bicycle 

ASMisnA fee 

G-ride noun 1 a stolen car us. ms. 2 a rebuilt, customised vintage car 
with a suspension system that allows thp fsady to be lifted and 
lowered us. jfe 

gridley grinder noun 1 in td 1 1 Island 1 bad storm Canada, 


grief noun trouble, problems. Originally in the phrase come to grief 
(to get into trouble, (0 fail) us w.v. ► give someone grief to 
tease or criticise someone us ms 
grief verb to trouble someone uk, 2003 

griefer noun an Interne game '11 hi rie to spoil the fun of 
other players by harassing them Someone who creates grief 
fhotihle) UK 2003 

grievernoun a union spokesman on a contract grievance committee 


grievous bodily harm noun HB. Extended 

frc*TO,pnning gbh us. 1993 

g-riffick noun (he recreationa drug GHB A combination of the 'g' 
of ghb and 'terrific' us 

grifter noun 1 a person who makes their living by confidence 
swindles, especial v short cons Widely fami lar from Jim 
Thompson's 1963 novel The Grifters and its 1990 film adaptation 
us i9i5. 2 in horse sir ing, a bettoi who makes small, conservative 

bets us m 


grill noun 1 a pei n M iterranean background Post-World-War-2 
migrants from southern Europe commonly opened businesses 
selling fried or grilled food Australia, 1197. 2 a motor accident in 
which an occupant or occupants of the car are burnt us, m2. 3 the 
■bars-bf mesh of a. prison 
grille noun the teeth us, 0 p 

griller noun a verbal assault, a roasting, especially when given by the 
authorities Australia, arcs. ► to put on the griller to assault 
verbally. Mostly in die passive voice Australia, 1975 
grime noun a modern nusi enre 1 ised 11 I ical and aural 
interpretation of an inner-city environment and street-culture, that 
con-bines the musical influences: of hip-hop and UK garage with 
ihe'practical low-budget, do-it-yourself spirit of punk rock and 
reggae sound-systems. So-named, apparently to acknowledge the 
nhusic'S^fgins in the grimey urban sprawl uk 2004 
grimey adjective excellent, best UK 200s 

grimmy noun 1; 2 uana uk 2003 

Grimsby Docks noun m a location 

on the northeast coast of England ijk. ms 
grimy adjective 1 rude; uncouth us. ore 2 excellent UK 2004 
grin noun 1 a good and amusing situation us m-u. 2 used as Internet 
shorthand to mean 'your message amused me' us, 1997 
grinch noun a bad-tempered per n i< 1 gative attitude 
depresses others. Adopted from the characteristics of the Grinch, a 
mean-spirited Character created by Dr Seuss (Theodor Seuss 
Geisel) in the novel How The Grinch Stole Christmas, 1957, and 
subsequently played by Jim C&ri^y In the 2000 film version us 2003 
grinchy adjective ol usage us, 

grind noun 1 sexual >urse uk ts 7 o. 

2 in a striptease or other sexua dance, a rotating movement of 
the hips, pelvis, and genitals us. 1931. 3 hard, dull, routine, 
monotous work; work in general. Originally with special emphasis 
on academic work; now more general and often appearing as 'the 
grind' or 'the daily grind' :ik mi. 4 a serious, dedicated, diligent 
student us, 1 889. 5 in the used car business, a concerted assault of 
negotiation with a potential customer us, 1997. 6a style of hard 
rock appealing to the truly disaffected, featuring a fast, grinding 
tempo, bleak lyrics and relentlessly loud and distorted guitars. Also 
fkhown as 'grindcore' us, 1994 

grind verb 1 to have sex uk W7. 2 in a striptease or other sexual 
dance, to rotate the hips, pelvis, and genitals in a sensual manner 
us. 1928. 3 to study hard us m 5. 4 in computing, to format code so 
that it looks attractive us, ras3. 5 to eat. Hawaiian youth usage us 
mi. 6 to call out and invite patrons to enter a performance us 
loss. ► grind someone's ass td#Hnoy us, ms 
grindage noun food us, 1990 

grinder noun 1 a sexual partner us cm. 2 a striptease artist us 195 0 . 

3 a person who calls out and invites patrons to enter a perform¬ 
ance us 1968. 4a pornographic fi m with pool production values 
and little plot or dia ogue, just pool v filmed sex us, 1995 . s the drill 
field in an armed forces training camp us, m3. 6 in competition 
sailing, a person who in tandem operates a winch-like device to 
raise a large sail very quickly (4 1996 

grinders noun the teeth uk me 

grind film noun a pornographic film, usually with crude production 
values and no plot or character development us, 1977 
grind house noun a thealre exhibiting continuous shows or films of 
a sexual or violent nature us 1 929 

grinding adjective (used of surf conditions) powerful, breaking con¬ 
sistently US 1987 

grind joint noun and low-limit 

tables us, m 

grind man noun a person who calls out and invites patrons to enter 
a performance us, m 

grinds noun ► get your grinds cry Have sex us 19m 


grig verb to annoy, to tease. I rom the Irish griog Ireland, 2000 


grinds; grines/ 
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grind show noun irr il attracti n that relie in a relentless 
patter to attract customersTtisitfe us. Off 
grind store noun an illegal gambling operation where players are 
cheated as a matter of course us, ms 
grin enoun I intercourse. A vari- 

ation of grind Jamaica, ' 

grine verb to have sex A variation of grind iamaica, 1977 
gringo noun among Latinos in the US, a white person. The source of 
considerable false etymology based on the marching song 'Green 
grow tteytehes, o'. Often used with a lads Of affection us im 
gringo gallop noun diarrhoea suffered by tourists in Mexico or Latin 
America us, i960 

grinner noun ground Canada, 7987 

grins and shakes noun a tour of a military facility or a visit to the 

grip noun 1 a small 'gripsack' us, 1879. 

2 money us, 7993. 3 a large amount us, 7997. 4 a photograph 
Antarctica, 2003. ► get a grip to get control of your emotions and 
aettous us, np' " 

grip verb i to arrest uk 2000. 2 to flatter and curry favour with those 
in power us n »/. 3 to masturbate r is. 10/1. ► grip your shit to 
satisfy your requirements-UK ftss 
gripe noun a complaint us i3i&_ 
gripe verb to moan, to complain us 102s 
gripester noun in prison, a chronic complainer us, >962 
griping noun complaints; the act of complaining us. ms 
grip off verb to annoy l hr I iiimu ii b ill Im 1,ml 1 

'gripped off uk 7977 


grippers noun men's underpants us, ms 
grips noun 1 a porte n a pa enger train 2 running shoes 

us 199). ► come to grips to gel control of your emotions and 
rsdriSOS IK lass 

gripy adjective miserable us. 7946 

gristle noun but well 

understood when adopted as a confrontational name by 1980s 
thrash metal pioneers Throbbing Gristle uk. ms 
grit noun 1 spirit, stamina, courage, especially if enduring us. 182s. 2 a 
member of the Canadian Liberal Party Canada, r«. 3 a narrow¬ 
minded if not reactionary person us. 1972. 4 a stereotypical rural, 
southern white us. 1972. 5 food us. 7959. 6 crack cocaine. Another 
rock metaphor, based on the drug's appearance us 1994. 7 a ciga- 

grit verb to eat us, 7968 
gritch verb a complaint bS.itm. 
grizzle verb to sleep us, 1997 

grizzle-guts; grizzly-guts noun a tearful, whining person. From the 

groan noun a standup bass fiddle us, ms 

groaner noun 

groats noun the epitome of unpleasant us 1979 
groceries noun 1 th mta 1 in 1 ill especially as 
money-earning features us, ms. 2 crack cocaine. A sad euphemism 
fit 1994. 3 in horse racing, horse feed &s,m$ 

grocer's shop noun ai 1 li 1 1 .. lar 1 1 wop > 

grocery boy noun a heroin addict who is craving food us. 1973 
grocery French noun a baH | 1 ble 11 11 1 id of the Quebec 
Freftsfi language Canada, 7980 
grocery getter noun a car for everyday use us, 1993 
grock noun a fool. Probably after Adrien Wettach, 1888-1959, the 
Swiss clown named Grock, who was inducted in fhe Clown Hall of 
fame iff Wi* a»2 

G-rock noun cocaine, a one gram rock of crack cocaine uk , 199,3 


grockle noun 1 :ened to 

'grock'. Grock was the professional clown-name of Charles Adrien 
Wettach (1880-1959), hence 'grf^p' is probably intended to rep¬ 
resent a tourist as a clown; however not abbreviated unti|M 
1990s uk 1964. 2 a social inferioi Disparaging, upper-class usage; 
acquired fromufesetose as 'tourist' UK m2 
grockly adjective common, inferior. Used by upper-class youths, from 
grockle (a social' inferior) uk. m2 

grody noun a dn sled with lice us, 

grody; groady; groaty adjective ne i.nkempl disgusting us, m3 
grody to the max adjective extremely dlsgtisSnS-b'S m2 
groendakkies noun a mental hospital. From Afrikaans for 'green 

grog noun 1 I 2 a clot Of 

spittle. Glasgow Ian ►on the grog drinking 

steadily; taking part in a drinking session; binge drinking Australia, 

grog verb 1 to drink alcohol us, 1824. 2 to spit. Glasgow slang uk 
SCOTLAND, 79 SS 

grogan noun urd Australia, mo 

grog artist noun a heavy drinker Australia, 1995 
grog boss noun i person servir I I 1 I party Canada, 1964 
grog-doped adjective i nt< 1 ted t ka ih bal beverage made 
from the root of the tropical shrub piper methysticum fui, 1992 
groggery noun a disreputable bar m m 
grogging noun drinking alcohol; boozing Australia, m2 
grogging-on noun drinking heartily, or to excess Australia, 1979 
groggy noun a person who drinks to excess fui, 1994 
groggy adjective weak, unsteady, (ami. I mm conventional 'groggy' 
(drunk) uk ms 

grog-on noun 7 

grog on verb to take part in a drinking session; to drink steadily and 
heavily ausjraua, mi 

grog session noun 1 1 - nded ka Irinking ses ion. Kava is a 
tranquillity-inducing beverage made from the root of a tropical 
'■mmm mi 

grog shanty noun a roughly constructed building selling alcohol 
AUSTRALIA, 7895 

grog shop noun 1 2 a 

cheap tavern ox. 1790 

grog swiper noun in interr eral i drinker 11 made from the 
root of a tropical shurb, induces tranqui lity fiji, 1990 
grog-up noun a ty Australia, 1959 

grog up verb to drink heavi y and steadily Australia, ms 
groid noun a black person. A shortened 'negroid' us, 1972 
groin; groyne; growne noun a ring uk 1931 
groinage noun jewellery. From groin (a ring) uk 2002 
groinplant noun in mountain biking, an unintended and painful 
contact between the bicycle and your groin us, m2 
groin-throb noun meone feither e h 1 the object of sexual 

lust. A play on the more romantic ‘heart-throb 1 , 1996 
grok verb to understand, to appreciate. Coined by Robert Helnlein 
(1907-88) for the science-fiction nove Stranger in a Strange Land, 
1961; adopted inttr-|^mFmysticat use by the cajrtttlgiSure us. tm; 
grolly noun an unpl isant thing. Ascrit 1 1- ittributes of a green 
grolly, often abbreviated as 'grol y' (a lump of phlegm) to any 
given, objected; m 

grom noun a beginner urfe -1 it re it n I grommet us , 1990 
grommet noun 1 cheeky 

attitude Australia, mi. 2 by extension, a zealous novice in other 
sports. Recorded in use by skateboarders and scooter-rides ©,■?*. 

3 a kid Australia, ms. 4 the anus uk i889 









309 


gromp | Grover 


gromp verb in tiddlywinks, to move a pile of winks as a whole onto 
another wink or pile of winks US, 1977 
gronk noun an unattractive woman uk 1987 
gronk verb 111 mpi ng, t hut do n and restart a computer 
whose operation h; s been suspended A term popularised by 
ffiftrfny Hart in his B.C. newspaper afrgttstrip US mi 
groom verb tc> at 11 1 childr 1 ini - ual activi A euphemism that 
hides a sinister practice- ok. ra* 

groove noun 1 tl 2 the regular 

way of doing something uk an, 3 a profound pleasure, a true joy 
us, 1946. 4 (of music) a-1 aesthetic pleasure in tune with the 
Zeitgeist us, 1996. 5 a rhythm uk 1947. e the act of dancing uk. 1998. 

► in the groove 

or enjoying music Originally used in jazz but has been applied to 
most subequpnt modern music forms cs, fag 
groove verb 1 to enjoy 1 is, mo. 2 to please, to make happy us. 1952. 

3 to make good progress, to co-operate uk m7. 4 to have sex us, 
i960. 5 to be relaxed and happy us, 1970 
groover noun a 1 ssories to his 

drug experience us, m 
groovily adverb pleasantly ui c aag- 

groovy adjective 1 >y d two periods 

of great popularity, first in the e; rly 940s and then in the mid-to- 
late 1960s, where it caughtton both m themarnstream and irtM? 
circles. Since then, it has become a signature word for mocking 
the attitudes and fashions of the 1960s us, 1937. 2 sexually 
attractive. A nuance of die sense as 'pleasing' uk no7. 3 profoundly 
out-of-style us, 1983. 4 used to describe d e effects of amphetamine. 
Drug-users' (no-one else could be so subjective) slang uk 197s 
grope noun aii 1 i ual f 1 III 1 especially when such fondling 
is the entire ► come the 

grope to feel up exual ► go the grope to feel 

up sexual \yA ustralia, m2 

grope verb to grab or caress someone's-.genitals, ustiatydrn an 
impersonal manner uk 1380 

Groper nickname a non-Aboriginal native or resident of Western 
Australia, especialiv a descendant of an early settler. A shortening 

Of SANDGROPER AUSTRALIA, 1899 

Groperland noun the state of Western Australia Australia, 1900 

gross adjective disgusting.u$ BS9 

gross-out noun a disgusting thingcS: ism 

gross out verb to disgust, to shock From gross (disgusting) us. ms 

Grosvenor Squares noun flared trousers, 1 ares. Rhyming slang uk 

grot noun 1 dirt, ROTTY UK 1971. 2 a 

filthy person Australia, m is. 3 a toilet m wZealand, i98i 

grotbag; grot-bag; grot noun n i i I i in I hit person. A com- 
I I ill l HiT i I I II tat i l 

unpleasant quality). Glasgow use uk: sosoand. i9ss 
grot-hole noun i iii rnd [ t-holing, a small cave that leads 
nowhere and is difficult to manoeuvre in uk 2004 
grots noun in d) clothing UK 21x14 

grotty; grot; grotbags adjective unattractive, inferior uk 1904 
grouch noun an ill-tempered person us, 1900 
grouch bag noun literally, a small bag hidden on the person with 
emergency funds in it; figuratively, a wa lei or a person's supply of 
money us, 1908 

Groucho Marx; groucho noun yming slang for 

sparks, formed fftorft the name of the American comedian, 

1890-19.77 u/c, 1992 

ground noun an area of operation or influence. In police use cyk 2002. 

► back on the ground; on the ground freed from prison us, 
mu. ► on the ground in horse r in ii 1 1 jot key serving a 
suspension us, 1976 

ground verb to punish a child by refusing to let them leave the 
house for any social events US, 1950 


ground apple noun a brick us, ms 
ground clouds noun fog-ys; 19/6 

ground control noun a person who guides another through an LSD 
experience Another LSD-as-travel metaphor us, 1967 
grounder noun a crime that does not demand much effort by the 
pdwws solve us. im 

ground floor noun ► in on the ground floor in at the early 
stages ofa project, trend, technica development, etc. Generally 
phrased 'get in on 1 , let in,on' and ’be in on' us raw 

ground gripper nickname 

Introduced into service in 1964 os, 1994 
groundhog noun 1 in the langi ige 1 \ h huh c anyone who has 
not parachuted os 1 a 2 a railway brakeman us, 1926 
ground joker noun Air Force us mo 

groundlark noun 1 bookma 1 llegal nducts business at a 
horse race track Australia, 1989 

groundman noun in a group of friends taking LSD fir another 
hallucinogen, a person who does not take the drug and helps 
•those who do navigate their experience uk jss 
ground-pounder noun a member of the infantry Coined in World 
War 2, and used in eveiy wai since us, m2 
groundscore verb to find something of value, real or perceived, on 
the ground 

ground-sluice verb to shoot at a bird on the ground Canada, 19 99 
groundsman noun an assistant to a bookmaker who collects bets 
and pays off winners Australia, 1989 
ground-trog verb 1 in nd pot-i 1 1 ear h the surface for 

cave entrances us, 0 k 

ground week noun the first week of US Army airborne parachute 
training,^ mi 

ground zero noun 1 From the lingo of atomic 

weapons, literally meaning 'the ground where a bomb explodes' 
us, 1966. 2 a back-to-basics condition from which a recommence¬ 
ment or restructuring may be developed. Itgutative, from: sense as 
a 'centre of targeted destruction' uk 2001. 3 an untidy bedroom. 
Teen slang os 2m 

group grope noun 1 2 Iving more than 

two peSpie:-tJ£‘!967 

groupie; groupy noun 1 . - ability to 

rock groups and music ians in exchange for hanger-on status us, 

1966. 2 a follower or hobbyist devoted to a pre-eminent person 
within a given field, or to agefire or subject type. An extension of 
fjfte previous sense, this usage is not restricted to rock groups or 
■music, nor is there a suggestion that sex is a pferes|t4feite, .the tone 
may be derogatory jocular Of ifSfnefcS r*z 
Group of One; G1 noun the United States Canada ttm 
grouse noun 1 2 a good 

thing; something ol die best quality Australia, 1924 
grouse verb to grumble uk ms 

grouse adjective great; excellent; top quality Origin unknown. 

Commonly intensified as 'extra grouse' Australia, 1924 
grouser noun a comptainer. From the verb grouse uk ms 

grouter noun ► come in on the grouter to gain-a fortuitous $$$' 
unfair advantage, espec ially by appearing at an opportune time. 
The origin of this term is unknown, although one might 
ebnjecture that since grouting is the last task in a tiling job, to 
come in on tfie.grouter would be to arrive when there is no wc5fk 
left to be done Australia, 1902 

grovel verb i in i i H i i il ith mil iiligence but without 
visible success us, mi. 2 to ride a wave even as it runs out of force 
% 1990 

Grover noun mm rausand dollar note lethou rnd dollars. 

Froth the portrait of US President Grover Cleveland on the notes, 
first issued in 1928 us. 
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grow verb ► grow your own I man to a non 

commissioned officer vacancy in a unit; to promote from within 

growed-up truck noun m ei hi i h I r-the-road truck us 

growl verb ► growl at the badger to engage in oral sex tpjxfc- 

woman, especially noisily its; ms 

growl and grunt; growl noun Rhyming slang 

for CUNT AUSTRALIA, 1 941 

growler noun i a bowel movement us, m3. 2 a fart uk, 2003. 3 in the 
language of barbershop quartets, ,1 strident bass singer us. ms. 

4 the lowest gear in a truck us, mi. 5 a iargely submerged iceberg 
Antarctica, 1912. 6 the vagina Australia rass. 7 a prison cell used for 
solitary confinement us raw. 8 beer, ihe dregs of a cask Ireland, 

1999. 9 a wrestler us, ms. 10 a hotel's activity log us. rasa, ii a beer 

grub noun i food | i i n I I 2 bullets. From the pre¬ 

vious sense uk 2001. 3 an inferior, lowly person ijk. ms 
grub verb i to kiss with passion us, w. 2 to engage In sexual 
foreplay us, im 

grubber nouni 2 in cricket, a ball 

bowled underarm Also variant 'grub' uk, rsaz 
grubbies noun old, y»6*lp, comfortable clothes us, im 
grubby noun a young male summer res'denl oka camp on a 
Canadian lake Canada, 1997 
grubby adjective not neat, not ctesfo'gl.tras 
grubs noun clothes US, ms 

grudge-fuck verb to have sex out of spite or anger us, 1990 
gruesome and gory noun il i“ iem H ming rng for corey i 

gruesome twosome noun a couple Who date steadily us. mi 
Grumann Greyhound noun Hr C-2A rcrah Manufactured by 
Grumann, a twin engine, prop-driven plane used by the US Navy 
to transport troops (hence the 'Greyhound* as ShraltiiafeiFi tb.lhe 
bus company) or cargff-US mi 

grumble and grunt; grumble noun the vagina; hence women 
I I II I ill I h II II I ing for CUNT UK 1938 

grumble and mutter noun a bet slang for flutter uk 1992 

grume noun a filthy, decrepil patient in a hospital casualty 
department us, m3 

grummet noun 1 man >r men I 1--' 1 1 I exually. From 
earlier senses, now lost, as ‘the vagina' and 'sexual intercourse' uk 


grump noun an iti-ternpereti persen uk w 

grumpus-backnoun 

grundies; grunds noun underpants. Short for reg grundies Australia, 
grundy adjective mediocre us, ss 

grunge noun 1 unpleasant dirt or filth us ram 2 a rock music genre. 
From the previous sense, abstract v applied to the 'dirty' guitar 
sound; it is occasionally recorded from the mid-1960s but unit 
Nirvana and other Seattle-based US groups came to prominence 
In the early 90s 'grunge' was not a genre us, m 2 . 3 a style of loose- 
fiMfig; layered clothes favoured by (ins. of the grunge mutfc scene 
us, ms. 4 an obnoxious, graceless person us. raes 
grungejumper noun t I 1 uphem m fo motherfucker’us, 


grungie noun 1 2 a post-hippie 

youth in rebellion. Also spelt 'grungy' us, m 2 
grungy adjective (illhy. duly, urpeasant, untidy. Of grunge (an 
unpleasant substance); however contemporary use also refers to 
lie deliberately messy fashion associated with grunge music-us, 

grunt noun 1 a r 2 An 

Infantry soldier, especially but not necessari y a marine. An import¬ 


ant piece of slang in the Vietnam war us. m2. 3 a menial, unskilled 
worker us mo. 4 an electrician or electrical lineman’s assistant 
Some power companies in the US have tried to pfohibitS&S-ipf 
;|jle term to describe the helper position; in general, linemen have 
perceived this attempt as political correctness carried to an absurd 
extreme and have continued Calfiilgtheir helpers 'grunts' us 1926, 

5 a railway engineer us mu 6 in mountain biking, a steep and 
challenging incline 7; -1 1 1, 8 marijuana 

US. 1993 >see: GASP AND GRUNT 
grunt verb to eat us 1968 

grunt-and-squeal jockey noun a truck driver who hauls cattle or 

pigS-US 1971 

grunter noun 1, 2 with two tones 

grunts noun fadHifi MS 

grunt-tight adjective (used of a bolt) tightened by feel rather than by 
measured torque us, 1992 

grush noun a in 1 I mil eoft to get a coin or ome similar 
gift thrown at them; a present given to people outside a church 
aftst a-wedding/sgtAwa im 
gruts noun underpants new Zealand, ms 
gry; gryer noun a horse. Romany uk 1928 

GS noun a shared act of urine fetishism; the act of urination by one 
(person on another for sexual gratification. Used in personal 
advertising; an abbreviation of golden shower us 1979 
GSD noun an All I Dog, the orig¬ 

inal breed name, which was changed by the UKKena@|€tafcafter 
World War 1 for reasons 

G shot noun an njection of ,1 small amount of a drug while in 
search of a larger amdintus 1992 
G-star noun a youth gang member us, 1995 
G-string noun 1 1 m II 1 1 1 1 oth p e< between a woman's 
legs and supported by a waist cord, providing a snatch of modesty 
for a dancer. A slight variation on the word 'gee-string' used in the? 
late CJS to describe the loin cloth worn by various indigenous 
peoples us mu.,. 2 a BMW Series 3 car. Scamto youth street slang 
(South Africln townships) $(Mft Africa, tops 
GTA noun the criminal charge of grand theft, auto. The punch-line of 
an oft-repeated joke: 'What do you call four [ethnic minority 0 
ch§iib‘at the mamVVrt] m a brand new Cacfiljac'?* us, im 
GTG used as shorthand in Internet discussion groups and text mess¬ 
ages to mean 'got to go' us me 

G thing noun a subject matter best understood by young urban 
gangsters us, -im 

G-top noun a tent or trailer in a carnival reserved exclusively for 
carnival employees. Employees 1 an drink and gamble out of sight 
m the public and, polite us, im 

Guardianista noun Ii 11 >< iti< 1 rrect per in Intended as 

derogatory; frorm the stereotype that such a person is a reader of 
the Guardian newspaper and combined with left-wing Nicaraguan 
revolutionaries the Sandinistas uk 2003 
Guat noun a Guatemalan uk im 
Guatemala dirt dobbers noun sandals us, mo 
guava nouni an 14 11 I 11 III ung adult. An acronym for 

'grown up and very ambitious' or 'growing up and very ambitious' 
SOUTH AFRICA, mu. 2 lire buttocks, the backside. Especially In the 
phrase 'on your guava" sovrumicA, & 
guava adjective IS, 1991 

guava days; gauva season; guava times noun difficult times 
TRINIDAD AND TOBA0%, 1979 

gub verb to hit. in the mouth; to defeat I rom 'gub' (the mouth) uk 
SCOTLAND, 198S 

gubbins noun used as a replacement for any singular or plural noun 
that the user cannot or does n< x wist i to specify uk 1944 
gubbish noun in computing, nonsense. A blend of'garbage' and 
'rubbish' us im 
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Gucci adjective stylish, especially cleverly so. From the high-profile 
Ifehion brand uk 1995 

gucky noun Gucci i i In ii I i ih I i || i la society usage; a 
deliberate and jocular mispronunciation of a favourite brand uk 


gUCky adjective e UK. 19S2 

gudentight; goot-n-tight adjective tightespecially in a sexual 
context A mock German 01 Dutch construction us. 19® 
guernsey noun ► get a guernsey to be selected for something, 

11 ' 11 I 1 1 I 11 II 1 1 11 1 I 

a football team', from 'guernsey' as 'a top worn by football players' 
Australia. 1918. ► give someone a guernsey to select someone 
Australia 1962 

guess noun ► by guess and by God a casual form of nautlcsi 
navigation us re*. ► miss your guess to be mistaken us. rare. 

► your guess is as good as mine a catchphrase used to 
describe a situation where neither party knows the facts Canada. 

guessing stick noun a slide rule us mi 
guessing tubes noun a stethoscope. Medical slang ukzk 
guesstimate; guestimate noun a rough calculation. Part 'guess', 
part 'estimate' us , 1934 

guest noun a pi 1 one Used in mbinat 1 ich as'guest of the 
city', 'guest of the governor or guest of '.he nation' us m2 
guest star noun a last-minute replacement to take the place of 
someone who has cancelled a date us. 2002 
guff noun 1 foolish nonsense 1 ra poken or sung. From 'guff 
(empty talk), later usage informed by the sense of 'a fart', punning 
and adding a noxious element to hotair (nonsense) us , 1 m . 

2 back-talk, verbal resistance us 1879. 3 a lari. Probably from the 
sense 'nonsense, thus a play airH0T air uk 199s 
guff vert) 1 to fail 1 hi'l 1 1 1 guff i i ense) hence a play on 
hot air uk, ms 2 lo eat and drink greedily ini ha 1979. 2 to anger 
and prepare to fight TsswaAtMA® tobago, 2m 
guggle noun the throat, the gullet us, 1991 
guide nouna person who monitors the LSD experience of another, 
helping them through bad moments and caring for their physical 
needs us rate 

guider; glider noun 

constructed of a soapbox and pram-wheels uk , 1979 
guidOnounan Italian or Itali in-Amer in, especi illy a macho one. 
Disparaging us, m 

guillotine noun the lip of 1 1 ishing < > n 11 a surfer's head 

us, 1991 

guilt trip noun an effort to make someone else feel guilty us. 1972 
guilt-trip verb to attempt to make someone feel guilty us, 9/7 
guinea noun 1 an Italian or Italian-American us, uuo. 2 in horse 
racing, a horse grtKilt us m2 
Guinea football noun a homemade bomb us. rare 
guinea people noun Jamaicans with a strong sense of African 
identity Jamaica, 20m 

guinea pig noun 1 a person used as the subject of an experiment us, 
1920. 2 a wig. Rhyming slangex !*»*. 

guinea red noun ecause of the 

nattmai slur us 1933 

Guineatown noun a neighbourh I minal Italian Americans 
and/or Italian immigrants us 1992 

gulch noun on P unappetising food 

CANADA, 1988 

gulch verb to engage in sexual Intimacy In the outdoors Canada, ms 
gullwing noun i ir bod 1 le in h 11 the passenger doors are 
hinged at the top and open upwards pS 1393 
gully adjective 1 inferior; not up to expectations us, 2002. 2 excellent. A 
reversal of the earlier sense on the bad is 'good' principle; used by 
urban Hast youths uk 2004 


gully-gut noun a glutton uk 1542 

gully monkey noon a person acking inte igence and class trinidad 
AND TOBAGO, 2003 

guluptious adjective big il I i I ill D TOBAGO 2003 

gum noun i crude, unrefined opium ( is, i ■■■,, 2 MDMA, the rec¬ 
reational drug best known as ecstasy uk 2003. 3 in pool, a cushion. 
Cushions were once fishSpned with nilfeer gurn us 1393 
gumball noun 1 the flashing < ilourec gh n 1 police car us, 1971. 

2 in stock car racing, ,1 soft tyre used for extra iraction in 
qualifying heats but, because it wears out so.quickly, not in races 
us. 1965 . 3 heroin ui c 2003 

gumball verb in a police car 

gum-beat verb to talk, tcj dsfcgy*? 
gumbies noun black tennis shoes us. mo 
gumbononni in horse racing, thi mud us wz. 2 in oil drilling, 
any viscous or sticky formation encountered in drilling us. 1954 
gum boot noun 2002 

gumbooter noun a dairy farmer nevhzealand, 2002 
gumby noun highly visible 

display ol stupidity A borrowing from Monty Python us, 1991 
gumdrop noun a capsule of secobarbital, a central nervous system 
depressant; any drug in capsu e form us, mo 
gum it verb to perform oral sex on a woman us, 1971 
gummer noun ot uk 19m 

gummi noun rubber as a fetish. From German gummi (rubber) uk 

gummynounj umf 1 1 ellingt nt 1 wZ ealand, 199s 

gummy adjective tralian gummy (a 

sheep that has lost its teeth) Australia. 2001 
gump noun 1 2 a chicken (of the 

fowl persuasion) us. mi 
gump stump noun the rectum us, 1970 

gumption noun 'iiiin 1 nsr h Ii initiative, application, 

determtSSBiOB- Uk, 1719 


gums noun overshoes us ra*. ► flap your gums; beat your 
gums; beat up your gums to talk us, ra ► give your gums a 
rest to stop-talking us, 2003 

gumshoe noun a private investigatoi or detective us, ms 
gumsucker noun n -I 11 lal inha 1 in the rate of Victoria. 
Referring to the habit of chewing gum 'the sap of various native 
Australian trees (gumtrees)'. Now mainly historical Australia, im 
gum tree noun ► up a gum tree in trouble; in a hopeless situation 
AUSTRALIA, 1851 

gum tree mail noun a 11 n-off ial mail -i ice in which a letter to 
be posted is stuck in a c eft stick and passed to ihe driver or guard 
of a train passing through a remote area Australia, 19 69 
gum up verb ► gum up the works torjfiftrffite and so Spoil thfagr 


gun noun 1 a hired gunman us mo. 2 an experl at some occupation, 
especially shearing Australia, 1897. 3 a pickpocket us. ms. 4 a 
hypodermic needle and syringe us. re*. 5 the upper arm; the 
bicep muscle us 6 the penis ; ik .--..ra. 7 any instrument used 
for tattooing us - 8 an electric guitar I rom the symbolic 

actions of guitarists Itteiimi Hendrix (1942 - 70) who stressed flli:' 
flnptaphor when he recorded the song 'Machine Gun’ in 1969 us, 
ms. 9 a brass horn , 10 . I irge surfboard used for big-wave 

conditions us, nos. 11 in the language 0' wind surfing, a sailboard 
that is moderately ong and tapered ,1; the rear os; ms. 12 in horse 
racing, a complete ■ 1 - I 1 jockey 1 1 13 on the railways, a 

track torpedo usejSlf§)wam an engineer of danger ahead us, razs. 

14 any signal that a quarter of a football game has ended us. 19 z/. 

► on the gun 1 I in > mu a proft ion us, rasa 

► under the gun 1 1 r guard us 2002. 

2 in poker, said of the player who must act first in a given situ- 
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gun verb i to accelerate a vehicle or rev its engine us, mo. 2 to inject 
a drug intravenously uk 2003. 3 to look over, to examine uk, 1812. 

4 to attack verbally uk, 2003 5 in computing, to use a computer's 
force-quit feature to close a malfunctioning program us, m3. 

► gun it (of a veh e) to tra it to[ > 1. From earlier, now 

conventional sense of 'gun' (to run an engine at full power) us 1.976 
gun adjective i excellent/ 2 Australia, mo 

gun and bomb noun 1 ndom Rhyming ing the plural is'guns 

and bombs’ ,uk zoos 

gun and rifle club noon an Ifingr-cttyjhospital's casualty 
department US, 078 

gun ape noun an artflfef^ fakir® us im 
gun belt noun the American defence mi 

gunboats noun large, heavy SfibWiS Y862 
gun-bull noun an armed prison guard US /92s 
gun bunny noun an arblkrymaru s »80 
Gunchester nickname Manchester UK 1994 

gun down verb (used of a male) to masturbate while looking directly 
at somebody else us, 2002 

gunfighter seat noun in i pub! pi e r seat 111 the back against 
the wall, overlooking the room. I rom the caution exercised by 
ipffijhters in the West us 

gun for verb to I lent of hurting or 

killing US. 1878 

gun from the gate noun in horse racing, a racehorse thatstfi® 
races quickly us mi 

gunga din noun 1 1 ei 1 idre man 1111 i perceived Indian or 
Asian ethnicity. Ra I 1 1 1 teieotypical appellation from 

the poem 'Gunga Din', Rudyard Kipling, 1897: 'Of all them black- 
faced crew/ The finest man I knew / Was Out «grmeri$al bhisti [a 
water-carrier], Gunga CSft , ; &/c 1994 
Gunga Din; gunga noun the chin Rhym'ng slang, formed from 
Rudyard Kuptjfjg’s poem uk 1992 
gungenouni 111 mi 1 er in le li 1 in 1 id ubstance; 
general filth uk ms 2 rubbish, inxiserise (c 003. 3 any tropical skin 
disease affecting the'Crotch area of a OS Soldier in Vietnam us.,®ir 
gunge; gunge up verb in a general sense, to make filthy; more 
narrowly to deliberate ly swamp someone with a viscous mess 
fbPfflorously known as 'gunge') uk, mm 
gunged up; gungey; gungyauyect/Vefilthy, sticky; clogged witlrfjlfh, 
especially with an unidentifiable 01 disgusting viscid substance. 

J^Om GUNGE UK 1962 

gungeon; gunja; gunjeh; gunga noun marijuana, especially from 
Jamaica. A corruption of ganja. Used to describe the most potent 
grade of marijuana in the 1940s us. 1944 

gung-ho adjective 'hi 11 i | II I lih'lli Ouginall .. 

as a slogan understood to mean ‘Work together!’ by the US 
Marines during Wprkl War 2, then embraced as an adjective us. 1942 
gungun noun marijuana iriou claimed t< >e from Africa, Jamaica 
or Mexico. From gungeon (marijuana) uk ms 
gungy; gungi adjective enthusiastic, spirited, brave. Formed from 

GUNG-HO US, 1961 

gun hand noun in racquetball he hand ith h h a player holds 
theciSequet u§js 7 j 

gunk noun 1 an unidentified and unpleasant substance us, 193s. 2a 
thick liquid. Originally the brand name for a chemical cleaner uk 
1999. 3 any industrial solvent inhaled 'or its psychoactive effect us, 

1982 

gun moll noun a female gangster us nos 

gun-mouth pants noun 11 rer 1 user ith traight, tapered legs 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1937 

gunna noun a procrastinator AUSJ«M,ia, 1996 
gunna going to Australia, im 

gunner nouni 1 pe in ith sexual | tise ini experience us, 7965. 
2 in poker, the player with die best hand or who plays his hand as 


if it were the best hand us 1951. 3 the person shooting the dice in 
craps us, 1930. 4a student who takes competition lo an aggressive 
level us, im 

gunners noun braces (suspenders) us 1949 
gunnif noun a thief a crook. A variation of gonnif uk 2000 
gunny noun la 11 1 1 1 1 rps gunner geant us, 7976 2 a door 
gunner on an airship, or a crew member of a gunship us, mo. 3 a 
gun enthusiast us, 19 57. 4 potent marijuana us, 1970 
gun pet noun a parapet fortified to protect artillery us, 1990 

gunsnoun 1 a heli 1 .. the U ArmyAero 

Weapons Platoon in Vietnam us, 1990. 2 lo marines in Vietnam, a 
weapons squad or platoon us, 1990. 3 the fists us, rnsi 
gunsack noun ll ) TOBAGO, 2003 

gunsel noun i a I man us, 7978. 2 a thug us, 7943 

gunship nouni in hr 11-1, »litan Pi - i Flying Squad car when 
firearms are being carried uk mo. 2 in the Metropolitan Police, an 
Armed Response Vehicle uk 7999. 3 a van used in a drive-by 
t«be^6tgas, 7988 

gun-shot noun 1 mgl 1 1 1 111 ' chilled After Shock™ cinnamon 
or pepperminl liqueur imbibed through a straw in a single action 


gunslinger noun a Chronic masturbator us, 2602 
gunsmith noun in experienced pickpocl ho trains novice 
pickpockets us 1934 

gun talk noun 1 'il 1 1 - 1 -1 in 1 1 1 tobago „ 003 

guntz noun the wl - I 1 in 1 Adopt i from Yiddish, ulti¬ 

mately German das Ganze (all of it) ijk 193s 
gun up verb to prepare to fight, either with fists or weapons us tsbi 
guppies noun :r US, 7996 

guppy nouni miili IimI li 1 1 II tegorised as a gay 

upwardly mobile prcrfessicrrra A b end of gay and yuppie us 1984. 

2 a navy dive- who is not SCI a A qua ified us 1 w. 3 a heavy 
drinker. From FisHes,:5S9r 

gur noun ► on the gur of adttld, sleeping roughly keland. mm 
gurnernoun a pet n in 1 ted t IP'MA the recreational drug 
best known as ecstasy. I rom the similarity between the distorted 
faces pulled by ectsasy users and the ugly feces del1®fefely : p!#t0d 
by gurnets in traditional gumiog competitions uk 2000 
gurning noun the effect of ti I nil ia nu le i a result of 
taking MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy. From 
the conventional sartse Sihen the fecial distortion is both voluntary 
and humdrousuK 7996 
gurrier noun a lout, a ruffian/ rsm/vd, 20m 
guru noun an expert us, 19m 

guru you! used as a humorous euphemism for 'screw you' us 1977 
gush verb 1 to expre ourself in 1 over-effusive or sentimental 
manner uk ism, 2 in professiona wrestling, to bleed us 7992 
gusset noun the 1 1 1 -ki nil 1 11 -1 is a piece of 

material that reinforces clothing, particular v al ihe crotch and 
hfinc^ trftffe sense by association of location uk 1999 
gussy up verb to dress up us, m 
gusto noun US, 1984 

gut noum a school course that require ittle eft rt us 7976. 2 a main 
street through town us 7968. 3 the belly, the stomach uk m2. 4an 
air hose on a brake system us mo. 5 in electric line work, insulated 
rubber hose used on 5kV line-us, i 9 so 
gut verb in hot rodding, to remove all but the bare essentials from a 
car's interior us, mss 

gut bagnoum pi i lo 1 ining raze n for I the exact identity 
of which is not clear us, 1991 

gut-barge verb 1 1 - our beer-belly 1 bumf into another's in an 
informal trial of strength uk 2002 

gut bomb noun any greasy, tasty, heavy food, especially a greasy 
hamburger us 7968 
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gut bucket noun i inearth le jazz nusi combining 
elements of ragtime and blues A 'gutbucket' was a cheap saloon 
from the name given to a bucket placed beneath a barrel of gin to 
catch and recycle leakages. The musicians in these type of places 
played tSf-ftps, and the style of musie.lbey played there became 
known as 'gutbucket' us 1929. 2 a rough and rowdy bar with rough 
and rowdy patrons us, 1 970. 3 a fish bait boat; by extension a messy 
•space of any us. ws 

gut card noun 11 111 1 1 I lii ii| I 11 ken sequence us, 


gut Check noun 

gutful; gutsful noun too much of something uk m> 
gut hopper noun easy course to 

another us tsss 

gut issue noun the one mosl important issue in a discussion us was 
gutless adjective 1 * 2 used to 

describe an extreme ol quality: either very good or very bad us 

gutless wonder noun an outstanding coward us. 1900 
gutrage noun a visceral anger us 1900 
gut reamer noun the active parti p mt in anal sex us m2 
gut-ripper noun an antipersonnel grenade that explodes at waist 

guts noun 1 the l mac! th neral irea fthe tomach and intes¬ 
tines. Standard English from late C14; s ipped into unconventional 
usage early in C19 us 1393. 2 the essentias, the important part, the 
inner and real meaning us m i. 3 the pulp and membrane inside a 
4 nlerior of a car us, 7975. 

s information Australia, 1919. 6 courage us, mi. 7 in the gambling 
game two-up, the bets placed with ti e spinner of the coins 

Australia i 94 i ► have someone's guts for garters used for 
expressing a level of personal threat An idea that has been in 
circulation sMfabout 1592. Hype'tbqiltcaly but none the less real 
for all that us 1933 

guts and butts doc noun a gastroenterologist us, 1994 
gut sausage noun il suet and In an 

intestine Canada, ms 

gutser noun 1 a person who eats a great deal nlw Zealand, 1993. 2 a 
heavy (all usually n the phase 'come a yulser' Vaiianis include 
'gutzer' and 'gusta' Australia iris. ► come a gutser to come 
urjJi^ytOifSjf m iserably Australia, 1918 

gutsful noun >see: GUTFUL 

gut shot noun 1 a bullet wound in the stomach, painful and often 
fatal us, 1992. 2 in poker, a drawn card that completes an inside 


gutsiness noun courage, us m 

gutslider noun a bodyboarder. A term of derision when used by 
surfers Africa 20m 

guts like calabash noun extreme courage trinidad and tobago, 1991 
gutsy adjective i courageous uk 1893. 2 of music, heartfelt, spirited uk, 

gutsy; guts noun A nickname and 

derogatory term of abuse; 'gutsy' is a mid- to late C20 variation of 
'guts’ US 15 % 

gutted adjective I describe a 

depressed, emplv feeling Derives, possibly, from ihe image of a 
gutted fish or similar; how jltJjfi emptier CpuM.you feel? us mi 

gutter noun a vein especia i ..ent ne unable for drug 

injeirficft'fi§, 1994 

gutter ball noun in | il i h tin lo I the ue ball falls into a 
pocket. Homage to bowling us, 1993 
gutter bunny noun 1 n nuter hi 1 it Mountain 

bikers' slang us, 19% 

guttered adjective 

gutter glitter noun cocaine Ufcas® 


gutter junkie; gutter hype noun a drug-addict reduced by the 
circumstances of addiction to living in the streets or, at best, using 
inferior drugs. A epflnbination of junkie (an addict) or hype (an 
addict) with 'gutter’ representing the lowest point achievable us 


gutter slut noun a sexually promiscuous woman uk 2003 
gutter wear noun fashionably shabby clothing us ms 
gutty noun an unpleasant person Ireland, 199s 
guvnounaninf rmal styl l I li to a male of superior status. 

Short for 'governor' and guvnor uk mo 
guv'nor; guvnor; gov'nornouni a boss. Reduced from 'governor' 
uk isw. 2 ihe land ord of a public house. Originally a lazy 
reduction of 'governpf UK 1999 

guy noun a man or a boy; a general form of address; in the plural it 
can be used of and to men, women or a mixed grouping us, mr 
guyed out adjective drunk. An allusion 1.0 the lightness achieved 
through guy wires us, 1973 

guy-magnet noun a person who is attractive to men Australia, mo 
guy thing noun a problem or subject best understood by males us. 


guyver; guiver noui ill stence Australia, is 


guzzled adjective drunk 

guzzle guts noun a glutton or a heavy drinker UK 1959 
gwaai; gwai; gwa noun tobacco; a cigarette. I rom the Zulu ugwayi 
(tobacco) south Africa, ms 

gwaffed adjective \FRICA, 2003 

gwan veih | | ii i i - | i i in i i i 

gwarr; gwarry; gwat noun the igina frica ms 

GWB the George H/ashin i Bridge It crosse the Hudson River 
between upper Manhattan a«t Sb(flAe, New Jersey us, mr 
gweep noun an overworked computer programmer us 1990 
G-wheel noun is been rigged for 


icheafiyif.. jffrKfbr 'gaffed' (rigged) ui 
gyacgod you're a cunt; give you a clue An initialism. Pronounced 
as if retching UK 2003 

gyal noun a girl; girls A phonetic variation, 1994 
gyke noun 1 gynac 1 1 I among middle-clas women, 

especially in hospital uk i984 

gym bunny noun ;ular use of a gymnasium 

gymhead noun om n hi ercist I ively and therefore 
spends a great dea of time in a gymnasium A combination of 
'gi§E$a gymnasium) and -head (a user) ifii sots 
gym queen noun a man who spends a great deal of time at a gym 


gym rat noun an exercise fanatic us ■>m' 

gymslip training noun flu ; - f instructin ind conditioning 

the behaviour ol, a transvestite who wishes to be treated as an 
adolescent girl, especially when ujediife^dtjminant prostitute's 
advertising matter uk 2003 
gynae noun gynaecology uk 1933 
gynae; gyno noun gynaecology; a gynaecologist uk 1933 
gynie noun a gynaecological examination UK 1995 
gyno; gynae noun a gynaecologist AUSmRtiA, 1907 
gyno shot noun a close-up scene in a pornographic film or a photo- 
graph showing , woman s genitals us 1995 
gyp: gip nouni someone or something that is considered a cheat; 
someone who does not honour debts and obligations. Abbreviated 
from 'gypsy'; an uncansrdered racial slut Also Spelt 'gip' us tm.. 

2 in horse racing, someone who owns only a lew horses. 
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An abbreviation of 'gypsy'; not derogatory nr ras. 3 in oil drilling, 
gypsum us, 1954. 4 pain, actual or figurative A so 'jyp' uk, mo 
gyp; gip verb to cheat m 1 1 /vindle us, im 

gypo; gyppo; jippo; gippo; gyppy; gypper noun a gypsy; gypsy. 
itJerogafprycasaally racist u*; me 

gypo-bashingnoun 1 1 ill ... I 1 ittacks on gypsies. 

On the model of paki-bashing (attacks on Pakistanis and other 
Asians) uk 2000 

gyppo noun an at idan r shirkir fadut 1 I hi lei From gypsy 
or Egyptian via military slang south Africa, ms 
gyppo verb to dodge an unpleasant respori ihili I 11 h:ii 
avoid something rom gypsy or Egyptian via military slangsoum 


gyppo adjective small-time Canada, tm 
gyppo's dog noun i I i rndar kinr ness. Based on a 
stereotypical image of a gypsy's dog uk, 2001 


gyppy adjective painful nn 1 11 1 1 1 1 urative pain) uk 2000 

gypsy nouni lependable 

employee, especially a drunk nr. , 2 in trucking, an owner- 
operator who works independently us, »« 
gypsy adjective i u 11 i 'in in lull! i led by the oper¬ 
ator. Most often applied to a taxicab 01 truck, although originally 
to a racehorse owner/jockey us, mi. 2 meddling, nosy, officious 
BARBADOS. 1965. 

gypsy bankroll noun al notes 

are real large-denomination notes and hie resl are counterfeit, 
plain paper, or small-denomination rtp%i is, mi 
gyrene noun a US Marinets isb 4 

gyro; gyro wanker noun a surfer who constantly flaps his arms to 
gain balance on the surfboard us, mi 
gyve noun 1 m n hi i 1 1 rrette I li n hi 11 nic reference to 
marijuana addiction uses an almost obsolete standard English 
word meaning 'shackles and fetters' tlAflsS^Ul5nm§on jive us, ms 




Hh 


H noun heroin us. vm. ► the H Houston, Texas us. ms 
H-17 noun 111 c i in I i il imblin i i ule that the dealer must 
draw a card if he has a 17 made with an a£g counting ITpoftTfe. 
The 'hTisIfjr HrT us, 7996 

H8 verb in text messaging, hate A variant spelling; one of several 
constructions in which a syllable pronounced 'ate' is replaced by 
the tioirappterte, 'eight' uk. wg 
hab noun a habitual criminal us, i %3 
habit noun an addiction to any drug UK, im 
habitual noun ► the habitual a eunin.i marge alleging habitual 
criminal status m tsg 

Habra Dabra and the crew noun any random representatives of 
:|ffe populace. ThefUrietisnal equivalent ofnfiifn, Dick and Harry' 

BARBADOS. 7965 

hache noun heroin, the Spanish pronunciation of the letter 'h' us, 

i?8£f 

hachi; hodgy noun the penis US, 7954 

hack noun i a journal r rep mi 2 a prison guard c/s, 7974. 

3 a solution to a computer problem; an impressive and 
demanding piece of computer work us, mi. 4 in computing, a 
quick, often temporary, fix of a problem us m3. 5 a single act of 
unlawfully invading and exploring another's computer system by 
remote means us. m3. 6 an opportunist Used at Oxford University 
uk , 7 980. 7 a taxi us. 7928. 8 a hot rod us, ms. 9 a brakevan (caboose) 
us. 7976. 10 a game of Hacky Sack us. 1997 
hack vert 1 to tolerate, endure, survive Usually used with 'it' us 7952. 
2 to bother, to annoy us, m3. 3 to unlawfully invade and explore 
another's computer system by remote means us, m3. 4to investi¬ 
gate the possibilities of a computer purely ftsSlhe pleasures, of 
tirfterary: to create new possibilities for a computerwitbout 
commercial consideration us m3. 5 to work with a computer us, 
79«7. 6 to drive a taxi us, mi. 7 to play with a hacky sack beanbag 
us, 79.95. ► hack butts :o moke 7 igarettes Canada, m3. ► hack 
it to cope with, to accomplish us m2 
hack around; hack off; hack verb to waste time, usually jrfsp 
context where tirrfe,Should not be wasted us, tm 
hack driver noun ickey us 7957 

hacked; hacked off odject/Ve annoyed US m 6 
hacker noun 1 expertise in any 

effort to breach security walls and gain entry to secure sites us. 
rasa. 2 a person with a profound appreciation and affection for 
computers and programming us mi. 3 an expert, in any field us, 
m3. 4 a taxi driver Bahamas, i 9 S 2 
hackette noun a female journalist. Patronising us 79757 
hackie noun a carriage or taxi driver 0 $, im 
hack mode noun lputer, a state of 

complete focus and concentration: us, mr 
Hackney Wick noun 1 ni Rh mir 1 1 1 prick Hackney Wick 

is an area of East London, ocated considerably closer to the source 
of Cockndy rhyrriing slang than the more popular syntwiym 

HAMPTON WICK UK 1998 

hacktivist noun who 

invades a corporate website to leave subversive messages uk 2001 
hacky sack noun beanbag u in a 11 - 1 hich a circle of 

players try to keep the bag from hitting the ground without using 
their hands. A trademarked product that has lent, its name to a 
game and tods®) products us, m 
haddock and cod; haddock noun used as » general pejorative, a 
pod. Rhyming slang m, is® 

had-it noun apt y successful uk m2 


had-it adjective Hawaiian youth 

usage us, mi 

haemorrhoid noun 1 an irritation, an annoying person. An 
excruciating pun on 'pain in the ass' us. ns,. 2 a despised person 

haffie noun >see: half-jack 

ha-fucking-hal; ha-bloody-ha!; ha-di-fucking-hal; hardy 
fuckin' ha, ha! 11 . akes; and 

-tfidismiss impossible suggestions uk 1976 
hag vert to annoy, to bothei Barbados, ms 

hagged out adjective 1 exhausted us. 7968 . 2 (of a woman) ugly. From 
'hag' (an unattractive woman), possibly punning on shagged; 

SHAGGED OUT {t\KtS)<JS, 1001 

Haggis McBagpipe nickname British Columbia radio and television 
personality Jack Webster Canada, m 
ha-ha noun a glass of beer; im 

ha-ha bird; ha-ha pigeon noun i I k.ibui i ell-known 
Australian bird. I rom its call which resembles human laughter 

AUSTRALIA, 1938 

ha-ha-funny adjective >see: funny ha-ha 

Haight nickname ► the Haight i neighbourhood 

of;San ’Francisco us,.m7 

Haight-Ashbury nickname a neighbourhood in San Francisco, the 
epicentre of the hippie movement in the mid- to late 1960 s. From 
the intersection of Haight and Ashbury Streets; More recently 
referred to simply as the haight (^@87 
hail noun i crack cocaine Based on the drug's resemblance to pieces 
of hail us, 7994. 2 in soda fountain usage, ice us, ms 
hailernoun in the television and film industries, a bullhorn us 7977 
Hail Mary noun 1 1 1st uiuiii I 1 1 1 11 manoeuvre us, 7994. 

2 in poker, a poor hand that a player holds into high betting in the 
-.hope that other players, are bluffing and have even worse hands 
f,|§ 

hail smiling morn noun the erect penis, an erection. Rhyming slang 

haim noun >see: hame 

haint; hain’t a have-not; to have not. Verb and otafl A vulgar 
contraction UK, i§gt 

hair noun it 1 2 .acy us 7987 . ► get 

in someone's hair to annoy c:• rotate someone us 7949. ► let 
your hair down to behave in a (more than usually) uninhibited 
manner us 79. ► put hair on your chest; put hairs on your 

chest 1 1 1 li ill I in 1 I li Irir >r when 

encouraging a child to eat, used pffeod (especially cfw$ts and 
•brussel sprouts); also applied more broadly to robust or cbaltsnging 
questions of aesthetic taste or preference uk mu. ► tear your 
hair; tear your hair out to behave in a highly agitated manner, 
especially as a result of worry us im,. ► wear your hair out 
against the head of the bed; wear your hair out on the 
bedhead to g bald. A j ilai I nation uk 7967 
hairbag noun is, ms 

hairbagger noun officer us 7958 

hairball noun 1 ir 1 u I 11 1 1 in pecially when drunk 

us, mi. 2 a large, powerful wave us mi 
hairball! terrifying!, US, tsas 

hairblower noun I in 11 I ng uk 2002 

hairburger noun the vulva, especially in the context of oral sex us. 
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hair burner; hair bender noun a hair stylist us 1954 
haircut noun 1 a short prison sentence. From the short period of 
time between haircuts uk 1950. 2 a lowering of the true mileometer 
(odometer) reading of a mqtor yehijde to increase its resale value 
new Zealand, 1 990. 3 marijuana uk, mu. 4 a sore on a man's penis as 
the result of a sexually transmitted infection, From the popular 
belief that tlifesere was caused by a woman's pubic hair trinioAd 

AND TOBAGO, 2003 

haircut adjective describes an image of fashionability that is without 
deeper significance uk 2000 

hairdresser noun 1 horn exual. Fr 'in the presumption that all 
hairdressers are gay uk 2001 

hair-dry adjective without getting your hair wet us, 1 991 

haired up adjective angry. From a dog's bristling back when angry us. 


hair fairy noun 1 homosexual male th an extrasagant hairdo us. 


hair in the gate noun in television and film-making, any foreign 
object in Hie camera gate us, 1990 
hair pie noun 1 the u 1; < il se performed n a woman. Also 
spelt 'hare' pie or 'hairy' pie us. cist:. 2 a pizza with an errant hair 
embedded ifr lfc limited usage, but Clever ii£ 19% 
hairpins noun I i casually into a 

conversation, ire ling for a response us, 1950 
hairtree noun a 1 11 1 ho eat his hair long and 1 vied as a fashion 
SStefnehtis, 1996 

hair-trunk noun that performs 

pOOrty WK 7948 

hairy noun 1 a I 2 a former 

non-commissioned officer training to become an officer. Military 
uk mt. 3 a young woman with a reputation for sluttishness. 
Glasgow slang uk Scotland, ms. 4 heroin. A phonetic distortion of 

hairy adjective 1 dar u 1 ially i thrilling) us, 7945. 2 bad, 

difficult, undesirable, A popular term in C 19 , resurrected in later 
C 20 youth usage uk 1 m. 3 in computing, complicated us, m3. 

4 good, impressive us. 1x9 

hairy-arse; hairy-arsed adjective describes a thuggish, insensitive 

hairyback; hairy noun mi Africa, 1970 

hairy bank noun prosti ute igi 1 iguyana 1998 
hairy belly noun in dominoes, the 6-6 piece us, 7959 
hairy chequebook noun the vagina, as used for payment in kind 
instead of money austrMM, mo 

hairy clam noun the vagina. An almost subtle combination of fish 
and visual imagery uk 2000 

hairy eyeball noun a hcstjifj stare. Deriving, perhaps, fr-onitllS- 
eyelashes that mask the eye us, 7995 

hairy fairy adjective 1 nar effe.mi ne degree. A pun on 

airy-fairy (delic i ul iiiiiih ii faipz h mosexual man) uk 

hairy goat noun a racehorse that is a slow runner or poor performer 
AUSTRALIA, :0m. 

hairy goblet noun the vagina Oft ,mi 
hairy growler noun the vagina UKji&i: 
hairy leg noun 1 a man. Citizens' band radio,' slang 0 , mi. 2 a 
railway feffler Australia, i %9 

hairy maclary noun a female who invites sexual foreplay but stops 
short of intercourse new Zealand, 1998 

ha-ja noun >see: half-jack 

hale and hearty adjective a party. Rhyming, slang uk m2 
Hale and Pace; hale noun the la [ 1 1 nn lang troin comedy 
double act Gareth Flale anrf itottip: Pace uk 2002 


half noun 1 ined II j ii il i in elliptical noun , hen the original 

noun Is omitted, especial y of a half pint (of beer) i.jk, 1937. 2 a child 
travelling at halfftre uk mi 

half adverb i used ir - igger tion in half killed him' uk 2001. 

2 used 10 reven,e wh; 1 is being said, which is usually formed as a 
negative, and thus stress the intention, i.e. 'not half bad' is pretty 

gOOd UK 7583 

half a bar noun until 1971, ten shil ings; post-decimalisation, fifty 
half a C noun fifty dollars. A shortened allusion 10 $100 as a 'C-note' 


half a case noun fifty cent£t$, t$m 
half a chip noun sixpence, a sixpenny bite*. 1950 
half a cock noun 1 ej nr I (£ ) used 1 hyming slang cockle 
AND HEN (mfm.mO 

half a crack noun shillings and 

sixpence A corn and coinage that paid the price of decimalisation 
in 1971. uk 1933 

half a dollar noun 1 1 j 1 n sentence r ear (s 7990 2 a half- 
crown coin; two shillings and sixpence. Pre-decimalisation, that is 
pre-1-971, a half-crown coin was valued at two stailings-and 
sixpence (equivalent to 12 1 /? p), and, presumably, at the point of 
coinage, a pound wass#&«ih approximately four US dolJars'uc mm 
half a football field noun fifty crystals of crack cocaine uk 2001 
half-a-man noun a Short person uS, tsSk 

half a mo noun a very shorl Ini iguel defined time. A shortening 
of ’'halt a moment' uk tax 

half and half noun 1 oral sex on a man followed by vaginal 
intercourse us. 1 2 a hermophrodite us, 7935. 3 a pint drink 

comprising equal measures of two different beers uk 7909 

half and half adjective 1 

2 bisexual us, 197s 

half a nicker noun 1 | after 1971, 

fifty pence. From nicker (one pound) uk ms. 2 a vicar. Rhyming 
Slang. Also variant'half-nicker man' uk 1974 
half-apple noun in television and film-making, a standard-sized crate 
used for raising objects or people, half as high as a standard 

half-assed; half-arsed adjective 1 inferior, unsatisfactory, 
incompetent us ms. 2 incomplete, not serious, half-hearted us m3 

half a stretch noun 1 From 'stretch' (a 

year’s sentence) uk 7950. 2 gambling odds of 6-1 uk net 

half a yard noun fifty dollars us mi 

half-baked adjective 

half-chat noun a half-caste Also used in Australia uk 1909 
half-cock noun ► go off at half-cock generally, to start without 
being ready; in sex, to ejaculate prematurely or without being fully 
erect A variation of half-cocked uk 1904 


half-cock odyect/Ve ill-considered; inferior uk 2002. ► at half-cock 
'fK$©ljy prepared or ready uk 2000 
half-cocked adjective 1 not lull rpable; not 1 pletely thought 
out; unfinished; incomplete Derives from the mechanism ofa 
gun us, lass, 2 drunkAUS7£AU4 early ci9. ► go off half-cocked gen¬ 
erally, to start without being ready; in sex, to ejaculate prematurely 
,pr without being fully erect. Gun imagsny uk im 
half colonel noun a I el us ms 

half-cut adjective drunk UK, 7893 
half-cuts noun i riner neaker \dos, ms 
halfers noun ► go halfers; go haufers to share equally between 
two parties ljk Scotland, ms 

half-fried adjective of eggs, fried on one side only The Indian-English 
equivalent to sunny side up /nd/a, 1979 
half G noun a half-gallon jar of alcohol new Zealand, 1971 

half-gone adjective balf-drimk UK isis 
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half-half | hammer 


half-half adjective medioCteW, .7996 

half-hearty adjective frr I i lealth, r< ering from an illness 
bul not completely recovered i \rbados. i965 
half-het noun a bisexual us, m 
half hour noun 

prisoner's exaggeration uk 2002 
halfie noun a half-caste person Australia, ms 
half-inch verb to steal; to arrest. Rhyming slang for pinch (to steal or 
to anest),UK',#iS' 

half-iron noun a heterose u 1 hi lal nar vho associates with 
homosexuals. From %on’ (a homosexual male) uk m0 
half-jack; ha-ja; haffie noun 1 11 II- " ■ 1 r-1 , *■ 1 of spirits south 


half-load noun fifteen | 1 -1 leroin us, 1973 
half-man noun ; without standing 

'M im 

half-mast adjective 1 (used of a penis) partially but not completey 
erect us, 1972. 2 partially lowered us, isz; 
half of marge noun a police sergeant Rhyming slang for sarge, 
formed from a measure of margarine uk 7998 

half-ounce verb to 19® 

half-ounce deal noun hi p 1 n 1. hade tha ips a half ounce of 
tobacco for a single marijuana cigarette uk 7996 
half ounce of baccy noun a Pakistani, especially a Pakistani child. 
,’A‘t elaboration (perhaps a reduction) of ounce of baccy (paki) uk 


half ouncer 77oun ph 1 ill intimidating indi idual employed to 
control the clients of any establ ishment, usually of a premises 
offering entertainment e.g, pub, dob, concert venue, music 
festival, etc; a ’chucker-out’; door-security, fehytning slang for 
bouncer, with a degree Of irony uk 7992 
half past six adjective moil i| r te 1 1 - e ual reference, with the 
hands of the clock indicating impotence Singapore, 2002 
half past two noun a Jewish person. slang uk, igeo 

halfpenny dip; ha’penny dip; ha'penny noun 1 a sleep. Rhyming 

111 I KIP 2 1 I il| [ . I ill K 7967 

halfpenny stamp; ha'penny noun a tramp. Rhyming slang uk 1992 
half-pick duck noun an incomplete account trinidad and tobago, ms 
half-pie adjective half-hearted jgjjmfrfywi 
half-pie adverb not (^AUSTRALIA, 1992 

half piece noun 14g (V2 oz) of a powdered drug, especially heroin us, 

half-pint noun a short person I rom the non-metric measure of 
vplume us. 7876 

half-pipe noun a hough 111 1 11 lope use 1 rerial manoeuvres 
#f snowboarding us, 1993 

half-power noun 1 I in ith a har verus nan 

half-rack noun in the US, half a case of beer (12 bottles or cans); in 
Canada, a six-pack of beer us, 7997 
half-scooped; hauf-scooped adjective tipsy uk scoual im 
half-seas-over adjective hailf-dfurik uk im 
half-sheet noun a punishment, usually a fine, received by a prison 
warder. This generalisedterm derives from the half-sheet of blank 
paper that an officer is given to expiqjn his conduct uk im 
half smart adjective stupid us, 1927 y 
half-soaked adjective moderately competent uk 2001 
half stamp noun a tramp, .Rhyming slang m, im 
half-step vert to make a half-hearted, insincere effort us, 1990 
half-stepper noun a p^i on ho doe thi ig nly halfway and 
cannot be counted on us mi 
half tanked adjective middy 4fttn;k.M0?7$HA; 7977 
half track noun crack cocaine Rhyming slang uk 7998 


half-wit noun a stupid fool uk 7755 

half your luck 

tcfck AUSTRALIA 1933 

halibut head noun to the indi ious [ pi f Alaska, a white 

(jS, ms 

halter noun a higtidr-SS ’*0 

halvsies noun 1 hal 1 hare 1 methin that i to be divided. 
Variants include ‘halfsies 1 and ‘halfies 1 us 1927. 2 mutual oral sex 
performed simultaneously its ms 

ham noun 1 an at 1a irshor 1 rad perator rnd enthusiast us, 
7979. 2 theatrical antics us mo 3 in circus and carnival usage, food 
or a meal us mi. 4 any type 0' a coholit drink us, 1997. s a 
member of the armed forces ifrxfimpfeto dress unrfcfrm us mi. 

6 overtime 'uk 1970 

ham verb 1 to over-act, to be an inferior actor us, mo. 2 to walk us, 

1962. ► ham it up 1.0 bekia healr ill < agger ate 1 
ham actor; ham actress; ham noun an unsubtle actor us 7887 
ham and beef noun 11 11 rder Rhyming slang uk m2 

ham and egg; ham noun the leg. Rhyming sJan;g,7#c, 
ham-and-egger noun 1 in ; 1 fe n li 1 1 /vrestler whose 

regular role is 10 lose to help the careers 01 others. A slight vari¬ 
ation on the boxing original us, 1999. 2 in oil drilling, an operator 
who hasiulfered loss after loss and is now burdened with poor 
credit us 7954. 3 an inconsequentia person who has achieved little 

ham and egging noun a general systen >r inderstanding that 
allows differenl members of a sports team to achieve best per¬ 
formances at compfementary tinj^us, 7*97 
ham and eggs cap noun >see: scrambled EGGS CAP 

hambonenouni 1 nale tript ict. A | ular male display in 
the 1960s Australia 1964. 2a trombone us 1934. 3atelephone. 
Rhyming slang us im. 4 a black prisoner us, 1 989 
hamburger noun a socially inept outcast. High school usage us >949 
hamburger helper noun 1 crack cocaine. The drug bears some 
resemblance to ,1 brand name food product us 1994. 2 a linear 
f&t a citizens’ band radio us, im 

Hamburger Hill nickname Dong Ap Bin Mountain in South Vietnam, 
close to the Laos border raken at great cost by the US Marines in 
tjStfe in May 1969, and then quietly abandoned a week later. Of 
marginal'tactical importance and ultimately symbolic of the 
of military vision, US im 

hamburger home noun a boarding house used by oil field workers 

US. 1954 

hame; haim; haym noun lal or unpleasant 

one us. 1941 

hamfat noun an, amateur performer us mi 
hamhock circuit noun a tour of black bars and nightclubs us ms 
Hamilton noun a ten-dollar bill rrom the engraving of Alexander 
’ flamittbn on the note us, 194s 

hammed adjective drunklyg 

hammer noun 1 the penis us m/. 2 a handgun us, mu. 3 heroin new 
Zealand, m2. 4 an attractive g'rl or young woman us mo. sa pizza 
with ham topping us .• • „ 6 an accelerator pedal. Citizens’ band 
radio slang, often as 'back off the hammer 3 ' (to slow down) and 
'put the hammer down' (to accelerate) us ms 7 in shuffleboard, 
the eighth and final shol us 7967. 8 in bar dice games, the player 
who in the hi el |l first ► on your hammer 

1 following close behind; tailing. From hammer and nakaustralia, 

m2. 2 badgering. From hammer and tack Australia, 79.55. ► put the 
hammer on 1 

hammer vert 1 to drive a vehicle at maximum speed Australia, mo. 

2 to inflict a resounding defeat ui ns 3 to beat up uk m3. 4 to 

stretch physical limits uk 20 ► get hammered 1 while surfing, 

to be knocked from youi surfboard and violently thrashed by the 
surf us, 1988. 2 in mountain biking, to experience a violent accident 
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hammer and nail; hammer verb to follow, 


hammer-blowed adjective df 
hammered adjective drunk u 


hammerheading noun i 

of MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy, and 
Viagra™ (a branded drug that enables a male erection), fetjft) jfe 
after-effect of a throbbing headache uk. 2003 
hammering noun a defeat, a significant defeat; a beating uk woo 
hammer man noun t mal 1 nsiderabl exual prowess Related 
to the expression 'going at it hammer -antf tongs' to describe 
highly energetic sexual actMfy ®aAwfl. JSpA 
hammers noun the female thighs us, wso 


H and B adjective sexually a 
handbag noun 1 an attracts 


hammy adjective melc 

hammy; hammie no 
ham patch noun a te 


Handbags nickname 
handbags at dawn 

handbags at ten paces a conflict that, despite its potentia 
violent confrontation, comes to nothing more than postur 
number of paces may vary uk,. mt 

handball verb r 

rectum: or vagirta> providing sexual pleasure for both US, w 
handballing noun the insertion of a hand and fist Into a pe 


Hampton Court; hampton noun salt 


Hampton Wick; Hampton; Wicknc 


for prick (general term of aff^hbe}#, 
ham sandwich noun langu tgi 3 - rhyn ng ing thi 

convincing rhyme in the appropriate accent ui c Scotland 
ham shank noun 1 in “ii mi it . I 1 1 ,ank dip 


handcuff noun an enga 

handcuffed adjective m 

hand-doodle noun to r 


hand fuck verb to nsert a ubricated fist into a partner' 
vagina, leading to sexual pleasure for botjtfij is® 
handful nouni trouble 11 | 11 Inn is difficult tc 

something difficult to control uk mm 2 a prison sente 
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hand gallop | hang about 


hand gallop noun an ad of male masturbation us, 1971 

hand grenaded adjective l ) exploded and 

damaged us. im 

handicap™™ a m u ill i insmitted infe ion, espe I 
gonorrhoea. Rhyming slang for clap us 1992 
handicap chase; handicap noun a face, especially an ugly face. 

Rhyming slang uk 1992 

handie noun an act of manu I masturbatior From hand job 

AUSTRALIA, 1394 

handies™™ \lia, ms 

handing out™™ i i | i i the id if e; i iting an imprisoned 
mother from hei baby (subjed to disciplinary exceptions the 
parent and child may spend up to eighteen months in a mother 
and baby unit) ps 1996 

hand jig; hand gig™™ masturbation us 19a 
hand jive nouni a rhythmic pattern of hand-movements performed 
to music as a substitute for more usual forms of dance; hence, 
obscure hand signals us ax 2 an act of masturbating a male uk 


hands and heels adjective in horse -acing, used for describing a ride 
in which the jockey did not use his whip Australia, 19m 
handshake ™™i the synchronisation mechanism of two 
computers or two programs os ; si. 2 to engage in mutual 
masturbation us, mi 

hand shandy; handy shandy noun an ad of male masturbation 


hand shoe noun a glove us, 

hands off cocks - feet in socks!; hands off your cocks and 
pull up your socksi; hands off cocks - on with socksi; 
hands off cocks, on socks! eeplng men 

Mriitary usage UK 1976 

handsome! exceller T rst-rat 1 ll 11 1 rin approval uk 1997 

hand thing noun A variation of 

HAND-JOB US. 2001 

hand-to-gland combat™™ rn ct >f masturbation especially If 
conducted with vigour. A pun on 'hand-to-hand combat' Australia, 


hand job™™ 1 manual stimulation of another's genitals us. n37. 

2 in trucking, cargo that must be hand-loaded us, 1971 
hand-job verb to masturbate another person us, ms 
handle ™™ 1 2 df-attri buted 

identity used on citizens' band radio us, 1974. 3 a big nose us mo. 
4a glass of beer served in ,1 10-f uid-ounce glass with a handle 
Australia, 1943. 5 a half-pint glass of beer Nt it Zealand, 1994. 6 in 
horse racing, the total amount bet, either on a given race or an 
► get a handle on to gain a means of 
esSSjjjgK^eiftling or controlling sofntae or something us, 
handle verb to stay in control. Hawaiian youth usage as an 
intransitive verb us mi. ► handle swollen goods (of a male) to 
masturbate. Punning a criminal activity 'to handle stolen goods' 

4 lf» 

handler noun 1 a drug dealer who dea s in large quantities to retail- 
level sellers us. 1953. 2 in drag racing, a driver us, 196s 
handles™™ in t I I 1 II 1 1 iling skill us, 1997 

handle-slammer noun 1 persi 1 I.nipnlate 1 he handles of a 

slot machine that is in need of repair, forcing the machine to pay 
out regardless of the spin us. 1984 
hand like a foot™™ in ran game er I d hand of cards. 

A pun that was previously used of poor handwriting Currently rn 
popular use at interoetates devoted tOfftertis 195& 
handmade noun 1 a large penis An allusion to the belief that 
excessive masturbation will produce a larger-than-average pen WlM 
sou. 2 a hand-rolled cigarette us, ms 
hand mucker noun s cards us 1979 

handout™™ in prison, the act of giving a prisoner's property to a 
Vrsttocfctriinstoyalurt 1996 

hand over fist advert sen ; 1 es; II ipplied to making or 
losing money uk 1 m 

hand queen™™ masturbating his 

partner us m4 

hand-reared adjective endt ed ith a la | n a inference to 
masturbation, presumably witff'the suggestion that such manipu¬ 
lation pfejJjptes growth uk 

hand relief™™ masturbation in the context of a hand massage - 
a sexual service offered in some massage parlours us. im 
hand ride noun in torse r in 11 e rur ith ut using a whip us 

hand-rolled noun a marijuana cigarette. Mildly euphemistic, and 
thus miltjjy ‘humorous us 197s 

hands noun ► put your hands up to confess, especially to admit 
to a crime. The universal gesture of surrender. The singular 'put 
your hand up' seems unlikeiyt i smacks of a schoolchild seeking 
attention m, 1970 


hand tools noun 1 lil 1 1 rs and her tools used by 

burglars us, 1982 

hand to rouf™™ in betting, odds of 5-4. A combination of hand 
(five)' and rouf (four) uk, 1991 
hand up verb to incriminate uk 20$; 

handwave verb to 1 11 I tr gi 1 curse e planationofa 
complicated point us mi 

handy™™ tin 1 intiqu I 1 1 in antique mall enough to 
conceal in the palm of the hand uk. 2003 
handy adjective good at fightingthK 1997 
hane adjective I III I NOUS US, 1993 

hang noun 1 a little bit. Used as a euphemism for 'damn'; always in 
the negative ijk m 1. 2 used as a euphemism for 'hell' south Africa, 
i960. 3 a person who regularly spends time in one place, or around 
people and places that are in some way associated us 199e. 4a job 
us 1950. ► get the hang of something to learn how to do 
sor ► give a hang; care a hang to care, to be 

concerned - usually in a negative context UK iso 1 
hang verb 1 to turn, especially but not exclusively applied to driving 
a vehicle. Usually m the phrase 'hang a left/right' (to make a 
left/right turn) us. no. 2 lo tolerate, to keep up with us 1993. 3 used 
for registering annoyance, impatience, etc, as in 'hang the 
expense'. From the sense 'to execute by hanging’ ijk 1392. 4to idle 
us 1941. 5 (used of a computei program) 10 wait in suspension for 
something that wi.l not occur us, nss. ► hang crepe in a 
hospital, to manage a patient's expectations by leading them to 
expect the v ► hang five lo surf with five toes 

extended over the f 1 -I™ fthe >< ird ► hang hard 

to suffer a hangover us 1996. ► hang heels to surf with your 
heels extended backwards over the tail of the surfboard us 1977. 

► hang her alongside awhile before we heist her aboard 

(of an Idea or plan) to urge someone to think about it before we 
I 1 I in ► hang it up 1 to insult US res9. 2 to 

stop talking; to shut up us rae. 3 hr retire Or 'hang them up' us 
19 . 16 . ► hang loose to do little and to do 1; without angst us ms. 

► hang on the iron 

1961 . ► hang on the leg (use fapri le issociate and 
curry favour v\ ► hang on the wall 

(used of a groupie) to loiter at a rock and roll club in the hopes of 
making contai ► hang one on to 

punch Australia, 1974. ► hang paper i to pass counterfeit money 
us, mo. 2 to pass cheques with fraudulent intent us 1996. ► hang 
ten to surf with all the toes of both feet extended over the front 
of the board us 190,3. ► hang tight to stay put, to stay resolved us 
1947. ► hang up your jock ► hang 

your hat to live, to reside us nco. ► hang your own in circus 
and carnival usage, to brag. A metaphor derived from the image of 
"pte braggart hanging posters advertising himselfas, mi 


hands and feet™™ meat. Rhyming slang us 1992 


hang about verb to loiter, to hesitate, to haunt UK 1392 
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hang about! ii ei ir demanding a pau in an activity Always 
imperative, sometimes used to indicate that ihe speaker has 
•suodenly understood something uk 1974 
hangar noun in trucking a garage?^;:!#* 
hangar-flying noun i _i up conver ition mong combat pilots, 
reliving combat missions us, re?s 

hang around verb icialise us, w3o 

hangar queen noun an aircraft that spends an inordinate amount of 
time being repaired us 1943 

hangashore; angishore noun r per i i I e not go out fishing 
and thus is regarded as lazy Originally from hie Irish word 
aindeiseoir (a wretch), this word was adapted by folk etymology to 
•iipplyrto the fishing culture of Atlantic Canada Canada ms 
hangcher noun jnha, rea 

hang-down noun the penis 
hanged up adjective drug-intoxicated us, ms 
hanger noun i cy that has not fallen all the 

way through the slot on a casino table where cash is dropped us, 
i 98 o. 2 in pool, a ball that is at rest right at the edge of a pocket us, 
1937. 3 a handgun cartridge that Mi s to detonate immediately after 
being struck by the firing pin us. ram. 4 a handbag with a strap us. 

Hanger Lane noun a nuisance, an annoyance, a frustration, an irri¬ 
tation. laming slang for pain, formed from the narflg Of a traffic- 
junction on London's North Circular road, probably coined by a 
driver irra jafrrrdk m? 

hang-gut noun a paunchy stomach Bahamas, m2 

hanging adjective 1 of inferior quality us 21 ns 2 drunk; exhausted UK, 


hanging bacon noun the outer labia of the vagina uk 2002 
hanging Johnny noun the penis in a flaccid state us, 19W 
Hanging Sam noun ienera rmuel I 1 n I the US Army. 
Williams fought. Pancho Villa n Mexico, and then in World War 1, 
! «prld War 2, Korea and Vietnam us isn 
hang it!; hang it all! used for registering annoyance, irritation or 

hangman noun a difficult person m wZ ealand, 2002 
hangnail noun 1 I noving pei 1, a dawdler, e pecially a slow 
driver Rhyming slang for 'snail', from the characteristics of the 
creature uk ms 

hang on verb 1 1 n 1 ti hi 1 in rl ephone. Often used 
In the imperative uk 1959. 2 to make a criminal charge against us. 


hangout noun a place where people gather to socialise. At times a 
negative connotation us. 1892 

hang out verb 1 1 pern time ith meone 1 1 rally a friend or 
friends us. isos. 2 to monitor a citizen's band radio channel us mo 
hangtime noun . to happen us, 1991 

hang tough! leparting us, 1990 

hang up verb 1 when nbin 1 ill in articl mbolic of a trade, 
profession or sport, to retire from that field of endeavour. 'Hang up 
your fiddle', which carries the genera ised sense of retiring, is first 
recorded in 1833; however the current wide use may well owe its 
generation to Western films, particularly the cliche of an aged or 
dissbigd- gun-fighter hanging up his guns. Of modern variations 
'Hang up (one's) tits' is recorded of a retiring female impersonator 
in 1984. In 2003 ;# fefief search of contemporary sources reveals a 
.‘.pirdresser hanging up his scissors,-® judge hanging tip the wig 
and robe, a Malayan who has hung up his Kalashnikov, a chef who 
hangs up his toque and white jacket, and a war correspondent 
who has hung up her flak jacket; jockeys hang up their silks, 
boxers hang up their gloves,.sumo wrestlers hang up their 
loincloths, etc uk ?sa 2 in a pr; yei group, to pray last. If 'to pray 
first’ is to dial, then it is only logical that 'to pray last' is 'to hang 
up' us, 1990. ► hang up a shingle to go into business for yourself 


hangup; hang-up noun 1 an emotional problem, neurosis or inhi- 
bition us, 1952 . 2 in foot-prope ed scootering, a seizing-up of a 
wheel during the peffcrmaiSpcifi.i'trick uk 2000 
hanhich noun 11,1 111 11 I Ira 111 pel ling of hashish' uk 2003 
hank noun ► take your hank to masturbate us. m? 
hankbooknoun 1 n nographic t 'I or magazine us, 1974 
hank freak noun 

Hank Marvin adjective very hungr I min Ian foi ‘starving’; 
based bh the name-ef popular guitarist Hank Marvin (b.1941) uk 

hankty adjective SUSpiciOUS US, 1966 

hanky; hankie noun .. brail 1 h 1 1 1 1 ften qualified as a 
paper hankie). In the US a childish shortening virtually conven¬ 
tional jrrihe UK UK, 1895 

hanky code; hankie code noun 1 designation 1 i person's sexual 
preferences, signalled by the colour of the handkerchief and the 
pocket in which it is worn us mi 

hanky panknoun a - in il game in hich he customer is allowed 
to win small, inexpensive prizes us, ?9S5 
hankypank adjective used 1 1 irni I rara lira pensive us, ? 9 ® 
hanky-panky; hankie-pankie noun 1 trickery, mischief especially of 
asexual nature uk im. 2 a boyfriend feen slang uk 2003 
Hannibal Lecter noun a ticket | tor. Rhymin lang formed 
from the name of a fictional serial killer who caught the popular 
imagination, created in 1981 by author fhomas Harris and 
portrayed on film in 1986 by Brian COX, and, moStfeh^asty, by 
Anthony Hopkins from. $992 UK 1998 
Hanoi Hannah noun a cm ii; 1 laracter 1 Radio Hanoi who 
broadcast during the Vietnam war with a target audience of US' 
ifdOjjS and ■$ goal Gflessening trotsp morale us mr 
Hanoi Hilton nickname a Ni ii 1 ietnan e >ri oner of war camp, 
formally known as the Hoa Lo Prison (1964-1973), The title of a 
1987 film starring Michael Sjffllarty and J#f@y Jones as tjfi 
priprdfitSGfwar trying.to survive in the camp us 
hanyak noun 1998 

hap noun 1 an e' -mi 1 .. -11 II evia not happening’; 

usually found in questions such as ‘What’s the hap?' us mi. 2 a 
ibfte, a mduthfol. Directly from AfnkaanssOwMAffliCA 197s 
hapas capas noun 1 11 1 corpus us. 1950 

ha'penny noun ihe female genitals I rom the small value halfpenny 
coin uk 1984 >see: halfpenny dip, halfpenny stamp 
ha’porth noun ething (cost, 

potency, wit, elc). A colloquial contraction ol 'halfpennyworth’ that 
orginally, surely, suggested greater value and less contempt* ?9Z6 
ha'p'orth; haporth; apeth noun afool. A contraction of 
'halfpennyworth' signifying something ol litt e value; gently 
contemptuous and usually qualified as 'daft ha'porth', 'silly apeth', 


happen verb to be successful us, ism 

happening noun 1 an unstructured event built around music, drugs 
and a strong sense of bonding us 1959. 2 a party at which there is 
much drinking; a booze-up Australia,.^- 
happening adjective hie. In common with 

many words that define the times, ‘happening’ is now deeply 
unfashionable, surviving in irony and the vocabularies of those 
who were there when it was 'happening' us. 1977. ► it's all 
happening! 

same time; used of a general state of excitement uk m6 

happily adverb wareness of an 

important fact us 1991 

happiness noun MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy 


happy noun a variety of MDMA, the recreational drug best known as 

happy adjective slightly drunk uk ► are you happy in your 

work? asked ironi lly, ofsomeor 1 tin In ty or dangerous 
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work. GfigepJfl&lSHjwtaty m the form 'are you happy in (Bret- 

Off ice?' UK 1943 

-happy suffix mentally unt manner 

denoted by earlier or current circumstances, or impending fate, as 
affixed. Originally military, from happy (slightly drunk); thus 'bpiisb'' 
happy' (nerves shattered by exposure to imminent death or 
mutilation), 'demob-happy' (obsessed by demobilisation, release 
from service) usftjgl 

happy as a pig in shit adjective extremely happy ok im 
happy as Larry adjective < exactly who the 

proverbially happy Larry was is one of those snippets of infor- 
risiSon lost in time Australia, isos 
happy bag noun a holdall in which an armed robber carries the 
equipment of his trade uk 2002 

happy bunny noun Childish 

imagery, original busine irg 1 - mtented worker, or team 
member. Often with a negative sense: 'not a happy bunny 1 US, 
happy camper noun used as a humorous description of a contented 
person. Often said with sarcasm or used in the negative us, mi 
happy cigarette noun a marijuana cigarette us, m2 
happy-clappy ud;ecf/Ve tilled ith piriti rl 0 ometimes applied to 
Christians but rarely in die conventiona Church us 1993 
happy day noun a mixture of bottled slrong ale and draught beer ijk 
Scotland, 1996 

happy days noun 1 a type of bet in an illegal numbers game lottery 
us. 1957. 2 breadfruit Barbados, ms 
happy drug noun MDIs%jhe rectfatroflal drug best known as 
ecstasy uk 2003 

happy dustnoun nne morphin >r ar | lered mind-altering 
drug Imparts a sense of nostalgia, not unlike wacky baccy 
(marijuana). Th&jtem of choice for.cijtaine in George i|g!#ibi|i'4 
Porgy and Bess u$ m2 

happy fag noun a marijuana cigarette uk 2002 
happy gas noun mu 1 il laugh in gas Australia. 1936 
happy hacking used as a farewell us,,sm, 
happy happy joy joy used as a humorous, often sarcastic, 
celebratory remark I irst heard in the Ren and Stimpy cartoon 
(1991 -1995), and then popularised with a' broader audience f§- 
Keith OlbermamonuE^fli 1 us. 1997 
happy herb noun marijuana uk 199s 

happy hour noun t period of tir le in the I ite iftemoon when a bar 
serves free snacks and drinks at reduced prices us. 1959 
happy hours noun flowers. Rhyming slang uk, 19m 
happy little Vegemite noun hap >er 1 especially a child. 

From an advertising jingle for Vegemite™, a yeast-based spread 
popular in 'Australia austraua, m 
happy meal noun mixture 1 hem rl timulants and depress¬ 
ants. A Happy Meal is more usually a product of McDonalds™ fast- 
fbod restaurants UK, mot 
happy pie noun the vagina T$,im 

happy pill noun 1 an amphetamine or other central nervous system 
stimulant uk 19 56 . 2 a Prozac™ tablet uk 2001. 3 a tablet of MDMA, 
the recreational drug best known as ecstasy uk hxs 
happy powder noun -cocaine uk tm 
happy Sally noun strong })6fftema3@ whisky us, m6 
happy shop noun an offfcBncefa liquor store) us 
happy slap verb 1 n person and 

film the incident on a mobi e phone us 2005 
happy slapper noun 1 |-1 1 who, a nit polar youth craze, 

violently attacks a randomly chosen individual while the incident 
is filmed by an accomplice uk zoos 
happy slapping noun in i| i rend n ti ele 1 ilent attack on a 
randomly chosen innocent person while the incident is filmed by 
an accomplice; or such attacks collectively; or the teenage craze 
for such attacks uk 200s 


happy trails noun tin rom the iwboy song known by those 
who came of age in the US in ihe 1950s and 60s US, 1993 
happy trails used 1 ire el A catchphra television sign-off 
sung on The Roe Rogers Show (NBC, 1951 -5/) Repeated with 
referential humour us jgp.' 

happy valley noun the cleft between the buttock cheeks us, razos 
Happy Valley nickname ng the war a 

dangerous area northeast of An Khe, South Vietnam us m3 
haps noun the latest; something that is popular. Often heard as 'the 

harami noun 1 In- 1 > unr ing person; used a 1 term of abuse it 
may carry the same sense as 'bastard'. From Urdu haram (that 
Which is sacred), henee itlrdu harami (a rogue). There is anecdotal 
evidence that it has been in UK since the 1960s, Current (ft 
Pakistan and Indian street slang, as is the equivalent but more 
•SbusivgsUjSdu tfitm haramzada % soft Of wickedness; a 

harass verb ttf fjlrt TkmmDAND tobago 20 m 

Harbour City nickname Sydney Australia, 

harbour light; harbour adjective slang uk mi 

hard nouni an ci-1 n n » 2 hard 1- exual material us, razz. 

3 an addictive drug new Zealand, m2. 4 coins us, 1950 
hard adjective i I ml in i i | ui i trong'us 1/89. 
2(used of drugs) powerfully addictive us, 1955. 3 fine, excellent (A 
1948. 4 muscular, toned us, mo. 5 of rock music, serious, 
uncompromising, with z strong rhythmic force us m,os. 6 of rave 
music, relentlessly rhythmic uk mu 7 of pornographic material, 
descriptive of anything that is more explicit than society finds gen¬ 
erally acceptable. A flexible standard depending on where you are. 
us 1969. 8 in craps, a point made with a matching pair A bet on a 
''hard' number means that the only combination that will win is a 
pair. Often used in the phrase 'the hard way' us, mu 9 (used of 
straightened ht io in blackjack, said of a 

■And without an ace or with an ace and a value of 12 or higher 
us ms. 11 (used o' a theatre ticket) reserved for a specific seat us 

hard adverb ► go hard to engage in gunfire US 2003 
hard ankle noun a wi 11 ng man >e mil t trucker us razs 

hard-arsed; hard-ass; hard-assed adjective uncompromising, 
unyielding, tough, stubbbm UK, 1903 
hard asknoun 1 liffi mi II- 1 - /a vZ ealand, 2000 

hard-ass noun 

hard-ass verb 1 to endurea difficult situation us mz. 2 to treat 
harshly yi ia-% 

hard at it adjective 1 In 1 ill 1 1 ) ed on a particu- 

, star task uk 1749 

hardback adjective old Jamaica, 200a 

hardball noun 1 competition or conflict with no holds barred us 1972. 
2 crack cocaine uk 2003 

hardballernoun a [mi 1 .1 r pursu in inter 1 il 

aril intense fdcus and little IKifght as to the consequences us, tsw 
hardbelly noun Biker (motorcyle) 

usage us, ress 

hard bit noun 1 in 11 eutence In espe ill difficult to serve, 

hard-boiled adjective 1 u 11 tl, en 1 nail uninvolved, tough; 
describing the characteristics of macho tough guys in 'hard-boiled' 
pulp fiction. Figurative usage of the solid properties of hard-boiled 
eggs, or clothing vigorously boiled in starch; applied by Mark Twain 
(1835-1910) to refer to rigid rules of grammar (1886); in the early 
1900s it applied to hard or stiff clothing; by 1918 it was being 
used to describe a person who stuck rigidly to the MS frofri 
Mm ffefurrent sense evolved us sw 
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hardboot noun a person from Kentucky us. 1923 
hard candy nouni heroin us, 1970. 2 a person who has been ident- 
fled for revenge by a prison gang us, 1997 

hard-case noun 
hard-case adjective e 

hard cat noun 1 ell-dr I pular male us m9 

hard-charge verb in 

hard chaw noun a thug Ireland, 2003 

hard Cheddar noun bad luckiUK ,tz& 

hard cheese noun bad luck. Often said in commiseration us 1876 
hardcore nouni am nitrite Perhap rom hard re as a grade of 
pornography because of the drug's reputation as. asexual relaxant 
uk 1996. 2 a regular soldier of the North Vietnamese Army or the 
Viet CortgiK, 1991 

hardcore adjective 1 f pornograph graphi plicit The gradations 
between softcore and 'hardcore' vary over time and place; in 
general, the erect peniS, pehelfetion and ejaculation are the 
hallmarks of hardcore pornography us 1970. 2 extreme us 1997 
hardcore adverb extremely us, im 
hard cut adjective I 1962 

hard-doer; hard doer noun a person who struggles valiantly against 
'dtffieufbes. Literally, a person who 'doesit hard'. A term of 
approbation Australia, bio 

hard dresser noun an aggressive, 'marthisJf lesbian us, i%7 

hard-earned noun n earnings, 1975 

hard-ears noun il 1 1 nil rn per n \nd tobago, 2003 

har-de-har-har used 11 lisation n kin laughter us, rasz 

hardfist noun 

hard graft noun hard work Australia, w3 
hard-grafting adjective hard-working Australia 19/2 
hard guy noun a serious, violent criminal us 1916 
hard hat noun - us, ms 

hard head noun a criminal ho ..to break into safes 

-§1 

hard hit noun ai 1 id iefecatior .. I 1 for shit, especially 

in the phrase 'gofpfp fraf#ftt? uk B7 S 
Hard John noun 1 an agent of the I ederal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) us 1945. 2 a tough, uncompromising person us mi 
hard knock adjective toughened by life. Having been through the 
SCHOOL of hard knocks US, 1S» 
hard labour noun a neighbour. Rhyming slang us 1992 
hard leg noun an - ier nef I n il prostitute US f967 
hard line noun craefe•pjbEainp uk. im. 

hard lines noun bad li Often said in 

com lYviseration uk im 

hard-look verb to stare at aggressively us 1 994 
hard mack noun 1 I 11 ish pimp I relie 1 1 e and the threat 
of force to control his prostitutes US, Afe 

hardmannouni 1 profe .I thug pe on not ifiaid of violent 

action us, 1970. 2 businessman uk, 

hard money noun cash Uf tgk 

hard-mouth verb bago, 1900 

hard nail noun a hypodermic needfeus, im 
hard-nosed adjective is, 1927 

hard nut noun 1 dangerous foe 1 1 igh individual; a difficult 
challenge. Clipped from 'a hard nut to crack’ us, im 
hard nut to crack noun >see: TOUGH nut 
hard of hearing adjective t trinidad and 

TOBAGO, 1973 


hard-on noun 1 2 i grudge us 

1931. 3 a stubborn, belligerent person us ms. 4 a prized possession; 
something to be desired. Derives from the sense as 'an erection', 
via the idea that inanimate objects can be sexy (desirable) uk 1999. 
s a desire for, ts, 1971 

hard on adjective addicted to Bahamas, 1982 

hard one noun 11 tiffened with 

rigor mortis us. W7 

hard pimp noun 1 pim; ho reli n violence ind the threat of 
violence a.> control his prostitutes us, 1973 
hard-pushed adjective in diff nil- especiall financial uk 1834 
hard rice noun i mmunition 

US. ms 

hard rock noun ' 1 r I line. An elat ration fROCKUt 
hardshell Baptist nou/ ve Baptist Church, 

or any other rigidly orthodox Baptist us, !838 

hard shells no. • 

, jniorfrtane and coc^i* us. 1mo 

hard, soft and wet denotes all that is necessary to operate a 
Computer UK ms 

hard sports noun rdoma h 1 1 1 I ing defecation, 

especially when it is offered as a service in a prostitute's 
advertising Okjw&i 

hard spot noun an ambush using tanks or other armour as part of 
the ambusb us mi 


hard stuff noun 1 alcoholic drink other than beer or wine Australia, 
1832. 2 addictive drugs such as heroin or cocaine us, 1950. 3 coins us, 

hardtail noun a motorcyle with no rear shock absorbers US 1992 
hardtimenoun il ng pri >n iter - h ther in absolute terms 
or relative to ths : crime or relative to the prisoner's abilityttt 


hard-timer noun 1 isoner 1 in 1 I 1 ntenceus in 
hard up adjective i in want of money, impoverished uk isis. 2 in 
need of something specified uk im 
hardware noun i 2 

jewellery us u t 3 silverware us 1962 4 any medal or trophy 
awarded in a conripetitierTus im 
hardware shop noun a homosexual male brothel uk i987 
hardware store noun enerally bet 

based on the value of their hands and do not bluff An allusiotiito; 
the True Value chain of hardware stores in the US us, 19% 


hard word noun ► put the hard word on someone 1 to ask 

someone for sexual intercourse Australia, ms. 2 to make a fervent 
req uest of someone Australia, nm- 

hard yakka; hard yacker noun hard work austrAUa, im 
hard yard noun 2000 

hard yards noun 

AUSTRALIA, 2001 

hare and hound noun a round of drinks Rhyming slang; a variation 

of FOX AND HOUND UK J39f 

hare-and-hound race noun a long motorcyle race in the desert us. 
haricot bean; haricot noun a male homosexual Rhyming slang for 

QUEEN AUSTRALIA, 1971 

Harlem credit card noun a siphon used for stealing petrol from 
parked cars us. fess 

Harlem handshake noun a erie fhand I ind manoeuvres that 
combine into an idiosyncratic handshake. Harlem, New York, is a 
centre of the btefHtpnm unity and figuratively used to emphasise 
stereotypical and negative black characteristics ss,as» 

Harlem heater now uch as leaving 

an oven door open to heat the room. Mftw.York police slang us, 1997 
Harlem sunset noun the blood-red 're on freshly razor-slashed skin. 
HajteM New York, is a centre of the black cspajriunftyra'nd 
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ffgu rativeJjr. used to emphasise negative black characteristics; here, 
combined with an allusion to 'blood red sunsets', the suggestion is 
th&t Only black people get irtfttazor fights US, 1940 
Harlem taxi noun a large, luxury car painted in an extravagant 
colour us. 1962 

Harlem tennis noun the game, Of craps us, m3 

Harlem toothpick noun a pocket knife; a switchblade us. 1944 

Harley wrench noun a I 

suggesting a low degree of sophistication among motorcyle mech- 


harmonic noun li 

harm reducer noun 1 tee to the claim that 

Sftnoking tobacco mixed with msipliana will cause less- harm than 
unadulterated tobacco uk. 20m 

harness noun 1 reinforcement ori the outside of a safe us, 1949. 2 a 
uniform us issj. 3 the leather clothing worn by some motorcyle 
riders and embraced as a f^f&li-Stftement by others us, 1993 
harness adjective ulrip|ftvgt|>us, w 
harness rack noun an old horse. Canada, mz 
Harold Lloyd; harold noun HI11 il 1 1 h -Ineaking tool, used 
for forcing locks). Rhymir g s ang formed from ihe name of the 
legendary silent film comedian, 1893-1971 *, w$9 
Harold Macmillan; 'arold noun 1 I nn I rung ,lang, formed 
from the name of ,r British prime minister (1957- 63) and 
statesman, 1894-1986* m2 

Harold Pinter; 'arold noun a spknle Rhym'ng slang, formed from 
the name of a playwright (b. 1930) uk , 1992 
harolds noun HARRY taggs, 

shortened to Harry, thus Harold Australia, 1971 
harp noun 1 a harmonica us, mz. 2 an Irish-American or an Irish 
person us, ism 

harpic adjective mad, crazy, eccentric. A play on round the bend 
(mad) and branded toilet cleanei Harpic’s advertising slogan 
'cleans round the bend'. It is interesting to note that a cocktail of 
blue curacoa, kahlua, vodka and lemonade is named Harpic - 
probably not just for the colour. Also used as asnififeftajtie uk, 1x1 
harpist noun a f 1 harp (a harmonica)* 1993 

harpoon noun a needle used 1 inject Im intravenously, especially 
a hollow needle used in an improvised contraption us, W38 
Harris tweed noun im hetamin Rhyming slang for speed uk, 1983 
Harry noun heroin divin nj 1 nal ienti ind disguise to h 
.fibroin) us, 1954 

Harry-big-button noun an; haracterised 

by unfashionable desigr especia v large control knobs* 2002 
harry-carry noun 11 ide. From Japan (ritual suicide by 

disembowelment)* 1996 

Harry Freemans noun am ilm a 1 1 1 1 in Royal I lavy, fiom 
obsolete 'drink al freeman's quay' (to drink at another's expense) 


Harry Hill noun a t rblet f ME I I drug best known 

as ecstasy. Rhyming slang for 'pi based on the name of UK 
comedian Harry H.i|ib.l 964) uk 20m 
Harry Hoof noun a male homosexual. Glasgow rhyming slang for 
POOF UK: SCOTTfflD, 198S 

Harry Huggins noun 1 I in idi ter ith in implication that 
the fool is a victim (and a fool to he so) Rhyming slang for 
MUGGINS (an idiot; UK. 1992 

Harry James noun the nose A pun on 'trumpet', connected to 
band leader and trumpet playei Harry James (1916-83) uk ms 
Harry Lauder noun prisor irder. Rhymin lang formed from 
the name of the Scottish comedian and singer, Sir Harry Lauder, 
1870-1950* mi 


Harry Lime noun time Rf 11 1 11 in- from the name of 

the character played by Orson Welles in the 1950 film The Third 


Harry Monk; harry noun serpen. RHyming staSg for spunk; geri#s 
ally reduced uk m2 

Harry Selby noun used in a theatre programme as a fictitious name 
for an actor. Less-common than george spelvin, but serving-the 
same purpose us, is A 

Harry Tagg noun I nt in 1960 uk. 


Harry Taggs; harolds noun rouser Rhyming lang for'bags’ 
(trousers) uk 1992 

Harry Tate noun 1 formed from 

the stage name of musical hall performer Ronald Hutchinson, 
1872-1940 uk 1992. 2 ; plate Rhyming slang * 7992. 3 a first 
officer in the Merchant Navy Rhyming slang for 'mate' uk mi. 4a 
confusion; an attack of nerves; an emotional state. Rhyming slang 
for 'state' uk 1932 

Harry Tate adjective I from the stage 

name of musical hall performer Ronald Hutchinson, 1872-1940 

Harry Tates noun I 1 1 1 I i cigaret Pla 1 eights' Rhyming 
slang uk 1974 

Harry Wragg; Harry Rag; harry noun a cigarette. Rhyming slarig 
for fag (a cigarette), formed on the name of jockey Harry Wragg, 
11902-85 UK i960 

Harry X-ers v\iili Hari rf ling and -e uffixed a personified 
variation of an adjective or adverb. Mainly nautical, in applications 
such as 'Harry Nuders' (naked) uk, 1925 

harsh noun marijuana, hashisl Pro rh i play on the 
pronunciation of hash (hashish) but may well refer to the quality 

harsh verb ~ ► harsh a mellow to 

Situationws, mz 


harsh adjective i Im II l i i lii ere Conventional 
English rendered slang by the young us, ww. 2 in motor racing, 
bumpy and rough us. 19S0 

Hart, Schaffner and Marx noun n poker, three jacks. An allusion 
to a men's clothing manufacturer us, rass 
harum-scarum adjective reckless, qatifiss uk 1751 
harum-scarum adverb recklessly, wildly uk mi 


harvest moon; harvest noun yming slang for 

COON * 1992 


Harvey Nichol noun a pi-li ner Rhymin Ian r pickle, 
formed from the name of London department store Harvey 
Nichols;*, 1932 


Harvey Nichols noun pul H 1 1 idiment Rhyming slang, 
formed from ihe name of a London department store * i960 
Harvey Nicks; Harvey Nic's nickname Harvey Nichols, a 
fashionable department store uk 1991 
Harvey Smith noun 1 v-sign a in in ilting gesture Following an 
Incident on 15th August 1971 when show-jumper Harvey Smith 
used the gesture at the Bri®i|umping Derby and as a result was 
disqualified (a decision,subsequently overturned); his spontaneous 
$#tion swiftly became part of UK folktart * im 
Harvey Wallbanger noun drunk driver 

US. 1976 ■ ; 

has noun hush h. An abbreviate 11 no hash uk ms 
has-been noun t achievements 

are. In the past *, iex 

has beens noun lly cabbage. Rhyming slang 

for GREENS UK 1984 

hasbian noun il mil bian 1 mar 1 1 I lesbian lovers in 
college, but who reverted to heterosexuality after graduation from 
college us. ms 

hash noun 1 hash 1 h inna 1 1 11 1 len) hi 11 it spellings 
include 'hash 1. 'hashis' and 'haschi'. Derived from the Arabic word 
for 'herb 1 or 'grass', as though; it were the fierfe 'par excellence' 
(Sadie Plant, ‘Writing On Drugs', 1999) us. ms. 2 a number sign (#) 
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on a computer keyboard us. 1991. ► make a hash to spoil, to 
make a mess of something uk m3 
hash verb to serve alcoholic drink that is not the brand claimed us. 


hash and trash noun background noise during a citizens' band 
t ’rtijio transmission us, >976 

Hashbury nickname i le H id of San 

Francisco. A blending of the two street names and an allusion to 
fhe-tog-using propensities of the area's residents us, imr 
hashcake noun a confection that has marijuana or hashish as a 
liiajar ingredient (ft, 2000 

hash cannon noun 1 1 li moking marijuana or hashish, used 

ife-ftoe smoke deep into the lungs.iis, 19m 
hasher noun a waitress in an inexpensive restaurant us, nos 
hash house noun a restaurant that serves inexpensive, simply 
prepared food, catering to working menus, im 
hash joint noun a hash house us, 
hash out verb to discuss until an issue is resolved us, 1995 
hashover noun a general feeling of lethargy or malaise following 
marijuana: use. A play eh 'hangover' and hash (marijuana) uk 19% 
hash-puppy noun a dog trained to niff ul marijuana A play on 
Flush Puppies™, US branded footware, introduced in 1958 
AUSIRAUA, 1970 

hash-slinger noun a waitress or cook us t mss 
hassle noun a problem, trouble, harassment us 1946 
hassle verb 1 to harass, annoy us 1959. 2 to engage in mock plane-to- 
plane aerial combat us, »» 

hasta la bye-bye II In nti 1 II I 1 hered panish us, 1990 

hasta la vista, baby! see Tone Loc in his 

1989- rapftjt 'Wild Thing' ufe^JT’ 

hasta lumbago used as a I 

corruption of the Spanish hasta luego (until later) us 1977 

hat noun 1 in ill 1 1 . helmet t 2 a condom us 1992. 

s a woman us m 4 on the rai ways, an incompetent worker t is, 1977. 
5 a US Marines dril instructorus 1991 6 twenty-five dollars us 1973. 

7 anything bought with a bribe, used as code fora bribe us 1973. 

8 the up-arrow or caret key ( A ) on a computer keyboard us mi. 9 a 

10 a of p astic that indicates a 

value when lit. Conventiona ly kn<)wn as a pi; yl eld insert’ us. 1977. 

► get hat to leave us ms. ► in the hat marked for murder by a 
prison gang us 200s. ► throw your hat in first to test out a situ¬ 
ation before taking part/tusmu/A nsn. ► wear more than one 
hat; wear several hats i" mu neousl hold more than one 
post, or position of responsibility us 1924 
hat and coat noun 1 1 1 ill 1 efrigerated cargo ship. 

Ehymjfigsjarrg uic m2 

hat and feather; hatton noun I 1 in lang 1 
hat and scarf noun a bath, RhyftSipgsSlang, with Cockney 
pronunciation, uk 1992 

hatch noun 1 the vagina us, 1907. ftfysss 

hatch verb ► hatch it to forget about somethingi 2 £i 9 « 
hatchery noun a psychiatric ward or mental institution us 1994 


announcements of births, marriages and deaths. A neat stirs- 
mation of life, originally applied by journalists to such newspaper 
cqlumns, later recognised by church authontiesas.t$§‘Jrnes when 
most people are prepared to be part of a service or CtingregaHiry' 

hate verb used 1 tute for 'have' 

us 2003. ► hate someone’s guts 10 hale someone intensely us 

hated adjective i 2 i girl) beautiful 

beyond imagination. Usually SS'hated betty' us. im 

hater noun 

hater juice noun derogatory speech us 2m 
hating life adjective depressed us, ism 

hatless tap dance noun mni n inadian I rce personnel) the 
march Into the Commanding Officer's office lo face a charge 
CANADA, im 

hat out; hat up verb to leave us, 1970 
hats noun LSD UK. 1998 

hats off congratulations. An imperative variation of'take your hat 
off to'; when hats were everyday wear the attiofFWOutd echo, the 
iwprds or )jd|ke their use unnecessary use tm 
hatstand adjective ii I ii r m he n n haracter'Roger 
ineteant: he's completely hatstand' itisfte comic Viz uk. 2003 
hatter noun 1 a solitary worker in a rural or remote area, especially 
one who suffers from social phobia. Originally applied to miners 
who worked their-plaitt® without a partner Possibly from the 
phrase 'your hat covers your family (yOu are alone in the world), 
though no doubt the concept of tine 'mad hatter' mplifiave had 
an influence. Now only historica Australia mo. 2 a homosexual 
span From brown-hatter (a gay man)esc 19m 
Hattie Jacques; Hatties noun delirium tremens, the shakes. 
Rhyming slang, based on the name of actress and comedienne 
JBsttie Jacques ( 1924 - 80 ) uk 2002 
hat trick noun three nsecutive su 1 ually in a sporting 

context; three linked events. Originally and conventionally a 
cricketing term, recorded to mark the bowling of three wickets 
%jth-consecutive balls; achieving this phenomenal feat entitled tfie 
■Sportsman to a new hat from ht&ctab, hence 'hat-trick'. 
Subsequently adopted by other sports for lesser feats of three, 
such 1 as three goals scored in a football match(whtph may weti .not 
toe rewarded wittra-hat} uk 1909 

hatty adjective used to describe the qualities of an elaborate hat UK 

hat up! used for urging departure us. 1971 

haul noun the proceeds of a crime or business operation us mo 

haul verb ► haul ass ► haul butt to move 

quickly us nos. ► haul coal (used of a white person) to have sex 
with a black person us, 1972. ► haul someone over the coals to 
give a stern reprimar I meon ► haul the mail 1 in 

trucking, to drive faster to make up foi lost time us 1971. 2 in hot 
fodding and tog .faffing, to perform at the highest potential us tm 
hauler noun 1 in the usage of youthful model road racers (slot car 
racers), a fast model road car us, 1997. 2 a very last drag racing car 


hatchet job noun.rran I nd larsh ritical attack on 

someone's or something's reputation uk 1944 
hatchet man noun 1 1 | -I n h 1 tiled u[ n to perform 
distasteful tasks. From the literal image of a paid assassin armed 
with a hatchet; sometimes abbreviated to a simjtefoatchet us. 
1937. 2 a physically aggressive athlete, especially one who is tasked 
wiflri toughing up an opponent US 1971 
hatchintan noun ii English 1 from Roman 

hatsCi htap; rest) uk 2000 

hatch, match and dispatch verb (of a local preacher) to carry a 
person through life's big events ca/vada 1992 

hatch, match and dispatch; hatches, matches, dispatches; 
hatched, matched, dispatched noun newspaper 


haurangi adjective drunk new Zealand, im 
have verb 1 to have sex with someone uk mu. 2 to believe 
something, to accept uk 2001. 3 lo outwit, lo cheat, to deceive ijk 
isos. ► have a no I don 1 I 1 I 1 11 ir usage from Japanese 
pidgin; a supply officer's perfect answer to a requisition for 
► have a pop at to attack, 

especially verbally A variation of 'have a pop at' (lo try) adopting a 
different sense cl pop > im ► have got'em; have 

got 'em bad a fit of nerves 

or depression or 'the blues' uk . ism. ► have got it bad; have 
got it badly 

► have had it 1 to be faced with an unavoidable prospect of 
defeat or rumpto be defeated, to be ruined; t© be dead or-to have 
been ki led uk 1 mi 2 to have had more than enough of 
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something; to be sick and tired of something uk n 84 . ► have 
had it up to here to have had more than enough of to be sick 
and tired of An elaboration of have had it; here accompanied with 
a gesture that indicates the neck or die top of the head uk, i 984. 

► have it to fight uk im. ► have it away i to escape from 
imprisonment or arrest; to ge; awayux ra ss. 2 to steal uk iss 4 . 

► have it in for to bear a grudge against; to wish to harm uk 
1340 s. ► have it made; have got it made to be on the point of 
succeeding; to be faced with no (more) obstacles; lo have it easy 
us. (955. ► have it off i to have sex uk ns/. 2 to succeed in a 
Criminal enterprise uk ran ► have it on your dancers to 
escape; to run away. An elaboration of have it on your toes, ijk 

► have it on your toes; have it away on your toes to 
escape; to run away uk uss. ► have legs of an idea, to have the 
ability to progress Media jargon that has seeped into wider usage 
UK. 1999. ► have one in the departure lounge to feel the 
► have yourself to indulge 
yourself or provide yourself with something os, 1929 

have-a-go adjective I-1 11I ip 1 I ravely attempts to 
prevent a crfjjjft-intrepid uk 1971 

have a good one 1 urging someone to 

'have a good day' us, 1 984 

have an apple! 

have been! I'll see you later! Youth usage us 1949 

have off verb 1 to steal from uk 1 994. 2 to use without respect. A vari¬ 
ation of the previous sense uk 1999. 3 to defeat, to overthrow, to 
supplant uk 2001 

have on verb to 1 il - 4 hallen - 1 - 1 in invitation to fight 

tffi compete austraua, 1941 

have you been? 111 1 1 I th 1 1 1 Euphemistic uk 1969 

have you ever wanted a bindi? used with humour to 
accompany a threatened knuckle blow to a companion's forehead. 
A catcnphrase that offers a red ft@rk in the centre of the fce'begd 


Hawaiian noun 1 very potent marijuana cultivated in Hawaii us 2001. 
2 a marijuana cigarette uk 2003 

Hawaiian black noun pm Hawaii, 2003 

Hawaiian disease noun e ual il nen e lue t< an absence of 
women. An allusion tO'Jfe mythica! illrfess 'Jakanuki' (lack of sex) 
US, 1987 

Hawaiian head noun a strain of marijuana, known elsewhere as 
New Zealand green, Thai Buddha or Tasmanian-tiger us 2002 
Hawaiian homegrown hay noun marijuana grown in Hawaii uk 


Hawaiian number noun any elaborate production number in a 

Hawaiian sunshine noun LSD us m2 

haw-eater noun an Ontarian from Manitoulin Island Canada, ms 
hawg noun dson us raw 

hawk nouni LSD I I I 1 I Hi 2 a Icokout us >956. 

3 any cold night wind, especially a strong wind that blows off Lake 
Michigan across Chicago, lllinoi^pten with, 'the' us < 9 « 

Hawk nickname k in Hi in 0 Din zz 1 uphonist of the 
1920 s and 1930 syS!-»® 

hawk verb 1 to expectorate sputum 1 is. r«,. 2 to watch closely, to 
check out 1 3 rpproach us, 

urn. ► hawk the fork 

Australia. 1978. ► hawk your mutton lo work as a prostitute uk. 


hawker noun expectorated sputum us, 1974 

Hawkesbury Rivers noun ihe shivers 1 rom the name of a river in 
New South Wales Australia. 1941 

hawk-eye verb to watch 1979 

hawkins noun cold weather. An embellishment and personification 


hawkshaw noun a detective. From the name of a detective in the 
1863 play The Ticket of Leave Man by Tom Taylor, and later and 
more relevantly from te comic strip Hawkshaw the Detective, 
drawn by Gus Mager ( 1913 - 22 , 1931 - 48 ). In UtCWest Indian use 

hawkshaw verb to snoop, to inquire us. im 
haw maws noun 11 te ticl Slasg rhyming langforBAWs 
(balls), Sifiis a cry to attract your mother's attention®? sOMmo 

hay noun 1 a bed, either in the context of sleep or of sex us 1903. 

2 marijuana A play on grass us, 1934. 3 money Australia, kiss 
hayburner noun s . .ill, 1 >0 r-perf 11 nmg racehorse us 


hay butt noun a marijuana cigarette us, m2 
hayed up udyert/Ve marijuana-intoxicated us 1952 
hay head noun a marijuana user us. m2 
haymaker noun 1 a powerful fi II 1 the head us, 1902. 2 in 
cricket, a batsman’s powerful but reckless shot us 1954 
haymaking verb in cricket, powerful but. reckless batting 1 % /■.«■ 
hayo noun cocaine. From a Caribbean name for the coca plant US. 

hayron noun her 1 I I 1 I li 1 1 perve e pronunciation. 

hayseed noun ~ a high 

degree of un§#fii$tication us, mi 
hay shaker noun a farmer us 1924 

haystack noun 11 w 1 I 1 1 ir. .. lar Going round the 

haystack' is noted as a possible euphemism for paying a visit to a 
Met uk ism 

hay wagon noun a brakevan (caboose) us, im 

haywire adjective chaotic. The 

Image of wire on a bale of hay that flails wildly when cut us mo 
haze noun 1 I purple haze us 1994. 2 a var¬ 

iety of marijuana 2002 

haze verb to bully, insult and ridicule a homosexual. A specialised 
■ nuance Of the cony^ntionsl sense (tctj^ifsb, to bully) w.mr 1 
hazed adjective drug-intoxicated 

Hazel noun heroin. Abbreviated witch hazel (heroin), and sub¬ 
sequently disguised as 'Aunt Hazel' us 1949 
haz-mat noun fiozgfdous material us, 19m 
HBI noun In ll - I il I 1 npl 11 ll 11 I ill in UK. 1950 

H bomb noun her in m 1 ith ME IA, the re eational drug best 

known as ecstasy. Extended frorflMteroin), playing on the 
devastating power of a nuclear weapon uk 2002 
H cap noun a capsule of heroin us 1990 
he; him noun il uk mo 

head noun 1 a mem I 1 h inte ulture 1 u illy involving 

drugs us. 1966 . 2 a habitual user of drugs. In the Vietnam war, the 
term differentiated between a person who smoked marijuana and 
a juicer who il 1 I I I 3 1 Hate of drug intoxication 

us, 1952. 4 enough marijuana to fashion a single cigarette us 1996. 

5 a fan of hip-hop music us, 2003. 6 a respected graffiti artist us 1997. 
7 a familiarising term used to address both sexes, but more gener- 
jity male. Head can also be used to designate certai'n^toups, for 
example, a '04 [Dublin 4] head’ is a post southside person, n<3s?£ 
necessarily living in the D4 postcode Ireland, 1997. 8 oral s exits 1941. 
9 the penis trinidadand tob. k;o. 10 a ta king head. With this 

shortened form, a good expert guest on a television or rad io show 
becomes ‘good head' us. 001. 11 deception trinidad and tobago, 

1993 . 12 a crime victim i is. ns/ 13 a toilet us. 1942. 14 music played 
without a musical score us r.s, 15 a railway worker us mo. ► bite 
someone's head off; snap someone's head off to attack 
verbally, especially as a disproportionate response uk raw. ► do it 
standing on your head; do on your head to achieve with ease 
uk i896. ► do your head in to emotionally overload, confuse and 
make stressed uk ms. ► get your head down; get your head 
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down to it to plead guilty I rom bending the head in unspoken 
affirmative t l ► give head to perform oral sex us, 

1 956. ► have a head like a sieve r rgetful. im. 

► have your head screwed; have your head screwed on 
right; have your head screwed on the right way to be 

shrewd and businesslike, to have a practical intelligence uk mi. 

► have your head up your ass stupid, unaware, uninformed 

us, 1944. ► need to have your head read to have ridiculous 
Ideas. That is yoi need! ee | hiatrist traua. 193s. ► off 
your head in 1 rte of met I nfu n li 1 intoxicated. The 
l.idc meaning dale, Iron iho l%us arc the dAbuciion helween 
the two se ► on your head in 

motor racing tip | T n 11 ► out of your head 

In a state of drug or drink intoxic ation When combined with a 
mental or emotional state, the sense varies 'with grief', 'with 
worry', etc uk w . ► pull your head in to mind one's own 
business Australia, 1944. ► put the head on; stick the head on 
to head butt ai 1 p tent's face ► you need 

your head examined; you want your head examining a 
catchphrase addressed to someone who has said or done 
something stupid. Originally 'you want your head read' but it 
adapted as fashion and technique moved from phrenology to 
psychiatry us, m2. ► you’d forget your head if it wasn’t 
screwed on a catchphrase addressed to (or, in the third person, 
of) an absent-minded person. Variifjons are mainly concerned 
with the method ff%ing 'if it wasn’t attached', '...tied on', 

' StuMMre? '...jarft'med on', etdpasfcf 
head verb 1 to leave us 2003. 2 to carry (something) on your head 
BARBADOS, 1965 

-head suffix a habitual user of the indicated substance; hence an 
enthusiast^ a f# im 

headache noun i your spouse us, 1933. 2 a journalist. Gulf war usage 

headache! 11 e I 1 m in in iriou industrie that an object 
has been accidentally dropped from a height and that those 
working below should immediately take care us&k 
headache bar noui illdozer or other 

piece of heavy equipment to protect the operator from btanqhe? 
or other sources of potential head infuR? ps, 1990 
headache Mary noun low grade marijuana os, 1979 
headache rack noun the grill at the rear of a truck cab designed to 
protect the driver and any passengers from the load 

shouldShfft:forward due to a sudden stop us. m9 
headache stick noun a pptiee .nighistibftjs;'rats 
head-and-a-half noun 

head artist noun a person skilled at giving oral sex us im. 
headbangnoun 1 n ting 1 ided to generate creative and 
innovative solutions Office jargon ijk, 2005 
head-bang verb d u if i up ind I n to add to the 
enjoyment of fast music Collected from fans of heavy metal 
music by Seamus :QW!ly, January 1995 TJS j&b 
headbanger noun 1 a violent, psychotic uk m3. 2 a devotee of heavy 
metal music os, 1979. 3 a prisonei who bangs his head against walls, 
doors, etct#r, 19% 

headbin noun eland, 2001 

head case noun 

person uk 19m 

head cheese noun prepuce smegma in a male us, mi 
head chick noun 1 lominantani 1 ure< >r ntuteamonga 
group of prostitutes working fbr a pinfipus, 1957 

head cook and bottle-washer noun a person who does all the 
work. Ftptfiorpirs, Originally 'bottle-washer' carried the same 
meaning with or without the ha@d cook's help-Tfe British adap¬ 
tation of the eafl ieriyS chief cook and bottle washer uk im 
head cunt noun the mouth (as an object of sexual penetration) os. 


head dab noun in mountain biking, a face-first fall us, 1992 


head drugs noun amphetamines uk, 1998 

head ’em verb 1 two-up Australia, 

1902. 2 in the game two-up, to throw a pair of heads Australia, 1925 
header noun 1 a head-first dive uk 1349. 2 oral sex. An embellishment 
of the more common head us, raz 6. 3 in hot rodding, a type of 
exhaust maniihM that improves engine performance us. 194s 
head faggot noun a male homo 
performing oral sex us. rase 
head-faking adjective stimulating, filing uk, 1933 
headfit noun an uncontrolled outburst of temper uk 2000 
head fuck noun 1 a state of menial confusion uk i990. 2 something 
that deliberately confuses Of misleads uk zest 
headfuck adjective confusing, misleading, especially when 
deliberately $ 6 <$2001 

head game noun a psychological ploy uj.rafe- 
head gasket noun 1 n< >m inven nail n mechanical seal', 
with a further pun on head (an act of oral sex) us, raw 
head gee noun a prison warden us rsfei- 

head-hunt verb in boxing, to try to hit the opponent in the head us. 

headhunter noun 1 ij 1 1 h 1 ruit ther for specific jobs 
with specific firms, especially professionals and executives us, 19m. 
2a psychiatrist us razz. 3 an oral sex enthusiast us. mi. 4 a homo¬ 
sexual male us. 1990. 5 a police officer assigned to investigate 
complaints of misconduct by othei police us, ms. 6 a paid killer us, 
1982 7 a female who trades sex 'or money or drugs us 1995 
head job noun an oral. Sex us, 19m 
head-job verb to shoot in the head uk 1993 
head jockey noun a practitioner of oral sex on a woman us 1971 
headless chicken noun nparison for 

something or someone acting without rhyme-or reason austraua, 

headlights noun 1 1 1 1 naif ire 2 the female nipples 

when obviously erect although masked by clothing A more 
narrowly focused meaning from the previous sense Canada, 2003. 

3 large jewels, especially diamonds us 1899. 4 LSD us, 1994 
head like an unplayable lie noun an ugly person Australia, 1995 
head like a robber’s dog noun an unattractive person Australia, im 
head motherfucker in charge noun the leader of art'Enterprise us. 

head nigger in charge noun the leader of an enterprise us razs 
head onadveib u.iiiiNi.. 1 1- 111 ui ne, pla ing 

bijeetfy against the dealer withotf ipjfier players us. m3 
head over heels adjective illy In 

descriptions of tove) By ellipsis fbmthe cliche 'fall head' over 
heels in IPvefiu/c, 2003 

head over turkey adverb 1 jj ide d n; head er heels Australia, 

head phones noun a stetMsqijp# us, m 
head plant noun 1 hill e first lile no boarding us. 1993 
headquarters puke noun , ary assigned to the 

rear echelon staff Gulf war usage us, 1992 
head rag noun a bandana or piece of cloth worn with straightened 
: iS processed hairilgyiSfe 1 " 

heads and heels noun n uthfu 11 in erienced male who 
is the object of an older homosexual's desire. The sagjtestion is 
that you have to lift the inexperienced boy fey- hij head and he#, 
fo get him into position fbr sex us im 
heads down adjective n rxanpi zing, so focused on a task as to be 
igrlaftritOfall else us, im 

head serang; head sherang noun the person in charge. From- - 
Anglo-Indian serang (a captain 0' a native Indian vessel), from 
l#ian AUSTRALIA. 1918 


head down and arse up working busily Australia, 194s 


head shed noun 1 war usage us, rasa 











327 


head shop | heavy 


head shop noun a shop that retails drug paraphernalia, incense, 
posters, lights, and other products and services associated with 
drug use us, i%7 

headshrinker noun a pyschiatrist or other therapist os, 7950 

head shrinking noun the practice of psychiatry us, raw 

heads I win, tails you lose 11 i r iti iti ni resolved I 
cannot lose. Mocking the principle that a toss of a coin normally 
offers a winner uk tm 

heads-up adjective i clever, alert I torn the earlier sense as 'wide¬ 
awake' t is, 1934 2 in motor racing, said of a competition with no 
handicap us, 7993 

heads-up adverh'i,i i game fpoo .hi" ndicaps in effectus. 


head-the-ball noun a crazy person uk, 2000 

head time noun an'.0|p5fjjpity. to think uk tm 

head-up adjective III hi 1 I III directus, 2001 

heal verb ► heal with steal to pecfeirn surgery us. 1994 

healthy adjective 1 (used ot a girl) well built us ram. 2 large, excellent 

heapnounia' u >< rail 11 Id and run-do n carus ram. 2a 
slovenly woman, usually preceded by an adjective Originally 
dialect uk m 3 a large number, a great deal uk. mi 
heap adjective very. A crude borrowing of the speech of native 
American Indians as portrayed by pulp fiction and film 
screenwriters us, 195s 

heap of coke; heap noun a ftiaff liSfynoing Slang for bloke uk wsi 
heap of shit noun nreliable or 

broken uk 2000 

heaps noun ► give someone heaps ttffclpfise, denigrate or 
attack someone unrestrainedly Australia, ram 
hear verb to understand us »» 
hearse noun a brakevan (caboose) us, 1930 
heart nouni 1 d in the 

commission of a crime us, 1937. 2 an amphetamine capsule, 
especially dextroamphetan ine sulphate (trade name Dexedrine™). 
From the shape of the lablel us ram. ► my heart bleeds for 
you; my heart bleeds ally for 

expressing bum u orjealoi 1 * ► put the heart 

crossways ®A|iflyWMWD, 1995 

heartbeat noun 1 any of severa ignal 1 luced by a computer or 
software us, 1 99/. 2 a short measure of time us, ms 
Heartbreak Hill nickname h ill iging hill rl ipproximately mile 
20 of the Marathon us 1 m 

heartburn palace noun a roadside restaurant that features greasy 
food us 1971 


heart check noun |t#f of courage us, 7® 

heart check! I defy you!; I dare you!; I challenge you! us, 2001 

heartface noun a form of add homosexual men 


heart scald noun 11 1 ir 1 m mdividua eland, 199s 

hearts of oak; hearts adjective lang for broke 


sunbathe us i9es. ► take the heat off; take heat off to relieve 
the pressure on someone uk 1979 
heated hell noun ’he worst of tire worst ,y 1945 
heater nouni a revolver. Ine term smacks of gangster films us, 1926. 

2 a linear amplifier for a citizens' band radio us, ram. 3 a good- 
looking boy us, 1993. 4 an excellent thing us, 2003. 5 in poker, a 
period of good luck for one player uk m 6 a large cigar us ms. 

7 a cigarette us, tm. ► take a heater to defecate us, 2001 
heater and cooler noun 1 h 1 1 hist ind 1 lass of beer us 1982 
heating food noun in ft I 1 1 ug it eni 1 1 e sexual strength 
and passion. A euphemism of social and spiritual significance. 
Those seeking a godly and contemplative life (and, according to 
custom, all women, especially widows) should stick to 'cooling 
fftjods' india, 30m 

heat magnet noun anything that draws the ■pfghti'on of the authv 
bfifies,. Based on heat (the police) Canada 20m 
heat station noun a police station. From heat (the police) us raes 
heaty adjective ui rbject of police 

interest us, 1957 

heave noun an e construction 'give 

someone (or somethingtfie heave' uRScdftSifD, ms 
heave verb to vomit us m2 
heave-ho noun an ejection, a dismissal us 1932 

heavennouni even ir leven ... I ng used by dice 

gamblers uk mi. 2 cocaine uk 2002. 3 heroin uk 2m. « a billboard 
in the language of graffiti artists us,.m2 
heaven and hell; heaven verb give iff it id mell Rhyming 
1992 

heaven dust; heavenly dust; heaven flour noun any powdered 
drug; cocaine, heroin. Perhaps a positive alternative to hell dust 

; i§ 1933 

heavenly blue; heavenly sunshine noun LSD us, isz? 
heavenly blues noun morning glory seeds as a psychoactive agent 

US; 1982 

heaven on a stick noun a very good thing 

heavens above noun love uk mi 

heaven sent noun Mt 1 as 

ecstasy uk 1996 

heavens to Betsy! 11 ed a ire ter 1 h 11 prise etc. Charles 
Earle Funk researched and failed to discover the etymology of this 
phrase for Heavens to Betsy!, 1955 ; he believed that the phrase is 
certainly-mjctfcg) but was unable to discover its usage before 1940 

heavens to Murgatroyd! used as a register of shock, surprise, etc. 
A variation of heavens to bets. 0 ular e< h Hanna Barbera's 
animated lion Snagglepuss, from 959 ; also credited to US 
‘fiprrfeaian Bed Skelton 1913"—97 The identity of Murgatroyd 
mystery us, 1959 

heaves and squirts noun symptoms of heroin withdrawal. A rather 
graphic way of describing vomiting and diarrhoea 

heavies noun ► the 

heavies sen us n lapers, as opposed to t le tabloid press uk 


heart starter noun taken upon waking Australia, 


heaviosity noun 1 jualit I me 1 inspired heavy rock music 


heartthrob noun a very attractive pjB us, 1926 
heat nouni pi 2 3 intense 

police interesl or pressure following a crime us, nos. 4 a firearm us 
1926. scrowd or audience reaction An entertainment industry 
term embraced by professional wrest ing us ra; . 6 popularity, 
audience appeal us, iate 1970s. 7 in roller derby, a fight, be it scripted 
or spontaneous, staged or real us, /999. 8 in pinball, the part of the 
pinball machine that rises as a panel in the front of the machine. 
Conventionally known as the lightbox' us. 1277. 9the ultimate, the 
best us, 7985. 10 a dildo us, tm. ► on heat of a woman, sexually 
aroused. Corre ► take the heat to 


heavy nouni violence and 

force us mo. 2 armed robbery; an armed robber us, 79519. 3 sexually 
•atfciijed,'especially if aggressively so, A sense used; by prostitutes 
uk 1980. 4a physical v intimidating prison officer brought in to deal 
with rioting prisoners uk 1 •>. 5 a lesbian prison officer uk 7995. 6 in 
the television and film industries, an antagonist us. 1926. 7an 
officer. Vietnam war coinage us, 1976. 8 an important person us, 

7925. 9 heroin u . loapoient lose < 1 [ itent drug or both us, 
urn. 11 medium ravi eer. f 1 I e nfused iti 1 wee heavy (a 
bar 12 alia , 1962. 

13 an aircraft carrier US star: 
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heavy verb it 2 to 

harass, threaten or victimise someone; to coerce someone 
threateningly Australia, mt 

heavy adjective 1 2 wonderful, 

excellent us, 1972. 3 (of drugs) addictive us, 1959. 4 violent, inclined to 
use violence us m2 ► get heavy to study us 1955 
heavy! ik. 2003 

heavy A noun an assistant drill instructor, !JS Marine Corps us wsz 

heavy Chevy noun ngine us 1992 

heavy closer noun ; the final deal 

with the victim usim 

heavy cream noun a hefty, large-breasted woman us i960 
heavy-duty adjective serial-intense us Ete 
heavy-fisted adjective said of a gambling house operative who takes 
more than the appropriate sharerf-the winnings of a poker game 
for the house share us, 

heavy-footed adjective preg ,m eland . 19% 

heavy hammer noun any powerful pain medication us 1994 
heavy handbag noun a rich .(ftbrfipsfixual) boyfriend. From handbag 
(money); recorded in use in contemporary gay society us 2003 
heavy-handed adjective used fa pe 1 I ur rli oholic drinks 
too generously, or mixes alcoho ic drinks at too great a strength, 
ijpom the conventional sense 

heavy hitter noun a person with a deserved reputation for violence. 

A baseball metaphor us 1970 
heavy lifter noun a dangerous, tough person us 2001 
heavy manners noun 1 form f authoritarian introl or discipline 
experiericed by blac k individuals or communities us 1994 
heavy metal; HM; metal noun 11 _ 1 in i' 

? 'fetid amplification, the primacy of electric guitars and simple, 
powerful - if occasionally lumbering - rhythmic patterns. Th|? 
origin may be in military and munitions terminology.bit the 
popular and probable etymology is as follows: 'The term heavy 
metal was originally coined by Beat novelistWlliam Burroughs in 
his Naked Lunch, reintroduced into the pop vocabulary by 
Steppenwolf in their hit "Born to Be Wild" ("heavy metal thurtdff$ 
and subsequently redefined by rock critic Lester Bangs in the 
heavy metal fan magazine Creem.' {Raffing$tptie Encyclopaedia of 
Rock & Roll, 1983), In fact, William Burroughs wrote of Uranium 
Willie, the Heavy Metal Kid, in Nova Express, 1946,13 years before 
Naked Lunch was published. Lester Bangs was writing about the 
Yardbirds. In later use 'metal' takes over as the preferred abbrevi¬ 
ation, creating a subtle differentiation understood byfefiSXJf heavy 

frtUSiC US. 1999 

heavy metaller noun a musician or fan of heavy metal music us, 

heavy mob noun 1 hence; a gang 

involved in large scale crimes uk 1944. 2 the Metropolitan Police 
Flying Squad u> - : 3 physically intimidating prison officers 
brought in tfeiesl with rioting prisoners uk 19% 
heavy paint-work passers noun in a dice cheating scheme, dice 
that have been altered by dri ing the spots and filling them with 
heavy metallic paint us, 1 963 

heavy petting noun mutual sexual caressing that stops shy of full 
intercourse uk. i960 

heavy roller noun trson us, 1974 

heavy strings noun ons Bahamas, m2 

heavy thumb noun in the usage of youthful model road racers (slot 
car racers), a fast, reckless racer us, 1997 
heavyweight Jones noun 1 iru I tier I II ling in a manner 
calculated to lead his customers to addiction us. 1971 
heavy wizardry noun that demand a 

specialised and deep practica understanding us, 1991 
heavy worker noun 1 crimina 1 ... breaking Into safes 

Hebe; Heeb noun a 


Hebrew hoppers noun sandals Horn ihe images of Jesus Christ 
wearing sandals us 1970 

heck noun used as a euphemistic a ternative to 'hell' Originally 
dialect; often exclamatory uk im 
hecka advert very. A eupSeijlised hella us 
heck-city advert very us 2004 

heckety-heck noun used as a euphemistic alternative to 'hell' uk, 

hecksa advert very ti-gaor 

heck you! used as a euphemistic replacement for 'fuck you!' rut. 1996 
hectic adjective 1 US US 1988. 

2 extreme, outrageous (often applied to gruesome or gory acts); 
good. Teen and youth slang, noted by Sunday Times (South Africa), 
1 st J une 2003 SOUtfi Africa 2003 

hector! used as a euphemism for 'heck', itself a euphemism for 
'hetr us, ixs 

H'ed adjective addicted to heroin us, 1997 
hedgehognoun in n 1 hite persor r native 1 the Indian 
Subcontinent; an Arab; any {non 4 fi^iSh)K>f|!i^ief Rhyming slang 

for WOG UK 1992 

hedge hopper noun a crop dusting pilot us 1954 
hedge monkey noun a member of ihe counterculture travellers' 
community. Derogatory UKieot 

hedge mumper noun mumper (a tramp). 

English gypsy usem.wa 

H-E-double toothpicks!; H-E-double hockey sticks! heiL YtitCjh 
slang, euphemistically spelt out us, 1997 
heeb noun a jittery sensation, a fearful feeling. An abbreviation of 


heebie-jeebies noun 1 1 1 111 1 1 0 anxiety. Thought to 

have been coined by lIS cartoonist Bi ly DeBeck (1890-1942) for 
the comic strip Barney Google us, 1973. 2 delirium tremens US, 1926. 

3 symptoms of withdrawal from an addictive drug us 1987 

heebies noun jitters us, 1926 

Heeeeere's Johnny ... used as a humorous introduction. 

The drawn-out introduction of US late-night talk show host Johnny 
Carson by sidekick Ed McMahon from 1962 until 1992, Widely 
repeated, with variations and referential 
hee-haw nouni 2 thing of any 

worth, zero. The value of a donkey's bray uk 2000 
heel noun 1 a dishonourable r untru rthy ir lividual us ism. 2 in 
professional wrestling, a wrestler designed by the promoters to be 
seen by the audience as a villain us 19; .3 by extension, any figure 
in the wrestling business designed, by the promoters to be disliked 
by the fans us 199s 

heel vert to leave without paying a bill US, race 
heel-and-toe vert to run away quickly Canada, i87o 
heeled adjective 1 armed - a, ,«„. 2 provided with funds US 1873. 3 in 
possession of drugs us, jsso 

heeler noun 1 a politi il pari or! 1 ho d - readily what is 
ordered us, im. 2 an opportunistic sneak thief us mi. 3 in poker, 
an unmatched card retained in a player's band when drawing us 


heelie noun in skatef 1 li i man uvre in In 11 the rider elev¬ 
ates the rear wheels of the board while riding forward on. the front 
wheels fm 

heelish adjective JS US 1996 

heel list noun a list of persons unwelcome as guests at a hotel us 


heesh noun hashish us m2 
heeze noun hashish Canada, 2002 

heezie; heezy noun ► off the heezie; off the heezie for 
skeezie awesome, wonderful, cool, amazing A hip-hop variation 
of'off the hook', apparently coined by rapper Snoop Doggy Dog 


■ Jewish ipers&ni. Derogatory us.. 
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Hef | hemp head 


Hef nickname Hugh Hef i i i ii publi her of Playboy 

magazine, which first appeared in December 1953.05, ixs 
heffa noun a stocky girl or woman. A variation of heifer (a young 

hefty noun in circus and carni I usa perl ner in a strong-man 


hefty adjective 1 well-funded al the iromenl leen slang i/s; mss. 

2 intense Australia, 2002 

he-girl noun 1 | “i 11 th mixe exual pi I °v usually the 
genitals of a male and surgically augmented breasts us. 20m 
hehe in a game of on-line poker, used for acknowledging luck in 

Heidi noun a vein man hi Ii the-earth 1960s values and 
sense, especially one with pigtails usxtn 
heifer noun a stocky girl or woman. An insult, if not a fighting word 

heifer dust noun 1 bullshit us, 1027 

heifer paddock noun a girls' XfomlAlsmktM --?*© 
heigh-ho! used as a signal of enthusiasm us. nxstosas 

height noun ► from a great height used to intensify the infliction 
of punishment or suffering Always preceded with the passive 
sense of a verb combined with 'on', e.g. 'come down on' uk, mi 

heing and sheing noun sex clingy 

Heinie noun a German; tSsilWSn as 1904 

heinie; heiny noun >see: hiney 
Heiniesnoun Heineken™.- bedri %i 982 

heinous adjective ffensive, unple inf iventir nal English elev¬ 
ated to slang by attitude us. im 
Heinz noun a multiple >e mbining >et tied on the 
advertising slogan for, and synonymous with, the products of the 
food company H.J. Heinz, A 'super hUfecombines 120 bets uk. 

heir and a spare two sons, in the context of a male line of 
succession; hence, one and a spare of anything. Used as a miftt 
mum breeding requirement by powerful and privileged families 
whose bloodline justifiestheir inheritaftcl, applied especially it 
monarchies uk. 2003 
heist noun a theft or robbery us W6 

heist verb i to accept; when used in the negative, to reject a story or 
idea as untruthful or fanciful <'anada i ■ 9. 2 to steal, especially to 
shoplift There are enough Hollywood heisfjlfns to make a genre. 

AISO Spblt 'hySte’ UK. 1815 

heister noun a thief or robber. 110111 the earlier 'hoisted uk mu 
Helen noun heroin Giving an identity and disguise to h (heroin) us. 


heli noun a tef/CbptsrtS 1995 

helicopter noun 1 vhlch the rider 

jumps off the board, turns in the air and then lands on the board 
us 1976 . 2 a Chinese-educated person Singapore. 2002 
helicopter view noun a non-detaiieS OverView Canada, 2000 
hell noun 1 used idel in th n< rein rce imprecations, and 
questions (often rhetorical) of impatience and irritation uk 15%. 

2 crack cocaine uk 2003. ► for the hell of it; for the sheer hell 
of it; just for the hell of it simply for the pleasure or experi¬ 
ence of doing something; , Iso applied to reckless behaviour uk 
1934. ► from hell 1 hyperbolic us, 

M§ 5 . ► get the hell out; get the hell out of here (or 
somewhere) ► hell 

out of when comlfred with .1 verb of violent action, such as 
knock, punch, thump, etc, to treat a person extremely roughly 
Upland, 1922. ► play hell with; play merry hell with to cause 
severe trouble f< n 1 1 1 1 il 1 ► to hell 

intensely, wh ► to hell 

with it! 1 -II 1 1 - 1 m 1 1 nil 1 11 I 1 il 

► will I hell! 1 - I 11 mofstri ig disagreement. 


Often applied in the tt 


person: 'will.hiyt^Jtjfj 


SMjf they 


hella adverb extremely us. 1992 

hellacious adjective especially nasty or difficult us, 1929 

hell and gone; hell-and-gone noun a far-distant place or point in 

hell-bent adjective recklessly determined, us, ws 

hellcat noun a wild, fierce woman uk ieos 

hell dust noun nine us, 1953 

heller noun a wi d, uninhibited party us, 1975 

hellery noun tr 1 I ni In I I 1 I I 1 1 11 \nada, ms 

hell-fire! used as a register of exasperation, frustration, anger, etc ijk 

hell-for-stout adjective very strong us, 1954 
hell-hole noun 1 2 in a combat 

helicopter, an approximately 34-inch-square opening in the floor, 
usid'ipr emergencies andyftjpjng.dowft to and the ground;' 
- us m 


hellifying adjective I I I i 1 I 1 1 11 1 UHl her US 1973 
hellish adjective i 2 used as a positive 

intehSifier; excellent utt England, ms 
hellish adverb u r ed i i - rative intensifier uk i 768 
hellishing; hellishun adverb used as an intensifier. An elaboration 
of hellish (an intensifier) on the model of fucking, sodding, etc 

AU&SMlA. 1931 

hello! used i peaking to 

Someone slow-witted us, ms 

hell of advert extreme A reve e come t i of the corrupted hella 

4$ w 

hell of a adjective an extreme, good or great example of something. 

May be preceded with 'a', 'the' or 'fthe' uk, im 
Hell Pass Hole nickname El Paso, Texas us, 1970 
hellride noun in mountain biking, any bad trail or bad ride us 1992 
hell's bells used as a mild oath uk 1832 

hell's half acre noun iringf ietnan in trea just north of 
CotR, dominated if not controlled by the Viet Cong us, m 
hell to breakfast noun here to there, all over us, 1930 
h e 11 u va bill# a us, ma 

hell week noun 1 ; - ru Hi rem in ment, especially of new 
recruits a college fraternity by their older fraternity brothers us 

helmet nouni the head fthe rcumcised peni From the simi¬ 
larity in shape lo a World War 2 German Army helmet its 1970. 2a 
uniformed police constable uk 2002 
helo noun a helfeOfisffiS 
helo adjective none CANADA, 1963 

helpcatnoun a tutor; a student assistant A punning allusion to hep 
cat us, ;ii* 

helper noun any amphetamine or other central nervous system 

Stii^fent US 1963 

helter skelter noun I Ii 1 11 1 II 1 ill n 2 coinage for 

an 'air raid shelter'. Noted as still in occasional use as# : 'bus ; ' 
sheter“VRtS92 

helter-skelter adverb in defiance ol order; pell-mell uk 1593 
he-man noun an especially virile or overtly masculine man, a 
masterful man as m2 

hem and haw verb to stutter, to hestitate while beginning a 
sentence uk m6 
hemp noun marijuana us, m 
hempen fever noun execution by hanging uk uss 
hemp head noun a frequent user of marijuana us mo 
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hempty noun 

hen noun i a woman < ik 1626. 2 used for informally addressing a 
woman; also, as an endearment uk. Scotland, nan 3 a flamboyant 
feminine male homosexual trinidadand tobago. mss. 4 in a deck of 
playing cards, a queen us. ms. s the Sea Knight mihtaty helicopter. 
A term used by reconnaissance troops in Vietnam us. mi 
hen apple noun an t&jsss 

hench noun a person in attractive physical shape uk. 2005 

hen fruit noun an egg US) jm 

Henley regatta noun slang for natter, 

formed from the famous sporting event uk. 199s 
hen mill noun a women's jatfvpf (prison us. i960 
Henny; Hen' noun HennessyW cognac c® 1999 
henny penny noun a female player in a low-stakes game of poker us. 

henpecked adjective 1 The surviving 

form of the original verb 'hen-peck' uk. 16S0 
hen pen noun a women's pftiPSi/5, m2 
henry noun If grams) of a 

drug, especially marijuana or cocaine Cutting henry the eighth 
down to size uk. ms 
Henry noun 1 

2 heroin, rrom 'heroin' to h to Henry us, 1953 
Henry Fonda noun )0 motor < Rhyming slang, used by 

(prospective) London taxi drivers; the Honda 90 is the machine of 
preference when they-jpiiD THE knowledge uk. ms 
Henry IV noun the humai 

Henry the Eighth noun eight grams of cocaine us. 1993 

Henry the Fourth noun four grams ofttCaiBe us, 1993 
Henry the Third noun lyming slang for 

TURD AUSTRALIA, ©?f 




e hleecjtpeiisstfof the menstrual cycle uk 


hen's night noun a woman-only pre-wedding party held for the 
111 I- I - The utiler; 1 I 1 he bucks party t, l 
hen's teeth noun the epitome of that which is exceedingly rare 
AUSTRALIA. 1965 

hentai adjective overtly pornographic. A Japanese term, usually 
applied to distyle of Japanese animation; one of only a few 
Japanese terms to have worked its way into unconventional 
(English usage thanks to pornographic websites on.the Internet 

JAPAN. 1996 

hep noun hepatitis US, 1967 

hep adjective i aware us. no?,. 2 in step with the latest fashion, latest 
music and latest star® vs. ix 

hepatic rounds noun used in a hospital as a humorous code for a 
drinking party to be Mid Oh hospital grouridg-tiv ©89 
hepatitis roll noun im t and ilad roll 1 II Australian troops 
during the Vietnaiti: conflict to refer to such rolls commonly sold 
by street vendors, and reputed to be the cause of gastrointestinal 
and other complaints auswom, ms 
Hepburn's Hussars noui 

Premier Mitch Hepburn to deal with an Oshawa car workers' strike 

CANADA, 1946 

hep cat; hepped cat noun a fan of jazz or swing music, a stylish 
and fashionable irjs®r?i us ms 
heppo noun fii8|HtitiS ALffTRALIA IBS7 
heppo roll noun a hepatitis ms 

hep square noun il life but has 

some awareness of unconventional lifestyles us, 1972 
her noun cocaine us, ssj 


Hera noun heroin. Disguising 'heroin' with the name of a Greek 
goddess uk 2002 

herb noun m ong by Sly & the 

Revolutionaries, ’’ffeft)', 19 79: 

Herb noun ► cry herb; call herb 1.0 vomil Lchoic Australia. 1x7 > 

CRY RUTH 

herb verb to assault a weak ms 

herbal adjective pertaining t^iS^rijuar%,t%’ws 

herbal bliss noun MDMA, the recreational drug best known as 

herbal ecstasy noun 

control legislation and is claimed to be a natura substitute for 
MDMA UK 2004 

herbalsnoun marijuanfc^jf.jS® 

herb and a' noun marijuana and alcohol. A lazy clipping of herb 

Herb and Al; Herbie and Al noun marijuana and alcohol us. mi 
herbert noun 1 rule often heard as 

'little herbert' uk 1999. 2a harmless youth; a ridiculous man. An 
extension ol the previous sense us i960. 3 a man in a specified 

.enMavour uk tm 

Herbie noun in Antarctica, a powerful blizzard Antarctica, m7 
Herbie Alley noun the passage between Black Island and White 
Island, through which fast-moving Antarctic blizzards develop 

ANTARCTICA. 2003 

Herbie Hides noun 1 11 1 Rhyming slang 1 strides, toimed 
from the name of Nigerian heavyweight boxef iiigpry Hide (3.19/') 

herbs noun 1 marijuana uk am. 2 (of 
AUSIRAUA, i960 

herbsman noun , title by King 

V Stitt and Andy Capp, 'HertfiWin', 1970 Jamaica, 1975 
Here; Herk; Herky Bird noun the Hercules C-130 medium cargo 
transport aircraft manufactured by Lockheed The primary 
transport aircraft used for US military forces iirVsSnam us 19m 
herculesnoun he recreational drug 

known a$ PCP or angel dust us mi 
herd noun 1 a packet of Camel 1 ** cigarettes us ms. 2 a quantity of 
'something Ireland, -mi 

Herd noun ► The Herd the 173rd Airborne Brigade, US Army. 

The first major US : combat unit sent to Vietnam us, mi 
herd verb in hot rodding, to drive (a hot rod) us. 1933 
herder noun 1 1 11 1 guard a ignei pri n yard us. m2. 2 in 

horse racing, a jockey or horse; that forces the other horses to' 
bunch up behind it us. mi. 3 on the railways, a yard pointsman us, 

here and there noun r chan I nm in 1 1 used in full uk 

here's how used as a toast uk im 

here we go; here we go again used for registering resignation at 
the commencement of an anticipated, predictable or otherwise 
undesirable event, uk, 1954 

her indoors; 'er indoors; 'er noun the wife of the user. Coined for 

television comedy drama series Minder, 1979-94 uk 1934 
Herman Fink noun ink, Rhyming- slang UK 1x0 
Herman the German noun the ;pehiS-t#, T99f 
hermit noun a poker pi er earing lead phones during play us 1996 
heronouil 2 if his own skills 

exceeds his actual skti!$x& WB 

hero gear noun ■ battlefield us. 

heroina noun heroth'ofc'W' 
herone nounfijstin uk ms - 
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hero of the underworld | high as a kite 


hero of the underworld noun heroin. An elaboration of hero 
( heroin) us 1986 

herox noun 4-bromo-2,5-dimethoxyphenethylaimine, a mrldj! 
hallucinogen us. 1 995 

herring and kipper; herring noun a striptease dancer. Rhyming 
slang for STRIPPER UK. 1992 

herringboner noun a dairy farmer new Zealand, 2002 
herring choker noun 1 a person man New Brunswick or elsewhere 
in the Canadian Maritime Provinces1 is, isaa. 2 a Scandanavian us, 

herring snapper noun a Scandanavian us, 1930 

herself noun 

Hershey Highway noun the rectum IM jm x , 

Hershey road noun the rectum us, 1974 

Hershey squirts noun diarrhoea A joking 'I unpleasant allusion to 
Hershey™ chocolate us, 1972 

he-she noun a man living as a woman, either as a transvestite or 
transsexual;. j$:4fiferf)i : nate fra^s, ten 
hesher; heshen; hesh noun a Ian ol heavy metal music us, 1997 
hesh girl; hash girl noun 1 1 ii titute h 1 in cheap drinking 
establishments. Urban and slang south amica. 1973 

he shoots! he scores! used f 1 I ratin 1 minor accomplish¬ 
ment From the! television programme Saturday Night Live us, 1991 
hesitation marks noun scars on Hie inner wrist from failed suicide 
attempts us wz 
hessle noun h®Hft uk 199s 
het adjective heterosexual us: 

hetboy noun a heterosexual male Internet shorthand us. 1995 
heter noun a heterosexual uk 1 9w 
hetero noun a heterosexual tx 1933 

hetgirl noun a he/erosexual female Internet shorthand us, 1995 
het up; all het up adjective excited. From a dialect variation of 
'heated' or 'heated up' us, 1909 

hex noun a number sign (#) on a computer keyboard us, 1991 
hexy noun hexamine 1 'It uel pr< ided in small blocks). Military 


hey?i pardon? Used alone or as the introduction to a question that 
is formed using a standard interrogative south Africa, mi. 2 used at 
>f|e end of a question for emphasis or as a means of demanding a 
response south Africa, 19m 

hey used as a discourse break that raises emphasis or focus us. 1974 

hey-diddle-diddle noun /ming slang for 

FIDDLE UK: SCm»ND, 1988 

hey-hey noun a good time us, ms 

hey now i used as a greeting us, e-me. 2 used for getting attention us, 

hey-presto! 1 mman used I e magi n lienee used for 
registering a sudden or surprising transformation; cynically used 
for 'as if by magic' when a predictable chajife occufetA mi 

hey rube noun >rt and their 

hey, rube! used as an insider request for help in a fight. Originally 
and principally an expression used in the circus and carnivals os. 


hey-you noun m the signature 

conversational gambit employed by such people uk Scotland, m. 
HFH used as a jaded abbreviati lofajaded'h lit king hum'os. 


H-head noun a habitual user of heroin uk 1978 
HHOJ; HHOK used in mputer m g lorthand to mean 'ha- 
ha only yoking' or ‘ha-ha onlykidddihg’ us, 1991 

hi-ball noun 

dextrdamphetarrjine (trade name Dexamyl™) us. 1971 


hiccup noun a fault in administration, an interruption to any 
smooth-running procedure os 1974 
hiccup vert in i i utin I n ran in )ta to inadvertently 
skip some data or send some data twice os 1995 
hick noun an unsophisticated, simple person from ihefar rural 
reaches, Afamiliafisrm of'Richard'. Now chiefly US use ok ms 
hickey noun 1 a bruise on the In n II 1 partner's mouth 
during foreplay; a suction kiss os 1942. 2 a favourable movie review 
os, 1997. 3 in dominoes, a type of side bet us, mi. 4 in pool, a rule 


Hickey noun a n 1.. in here there re no manners or 

courtesy Barbados, ms 

hickory dickory dock; hickory dickory noun a clock. Rhyming 
slang; an elaboration of dickory dock, from the nursery rhyme 
rsfoifT owifthtjeS 'A mouse ran up the clock uk 199s 
hiddy adjective 1 drufjfcos, 19m. 2 hldemiSjtiSS 1990 
hide noun 1 the human skin uk iw 7 . 2 impudence; effrontery; cheek 
Australia,, 1902. 3 a wallet os 1932. 4 a horse os 1934. s in hot rodding, 

hide verb ► hide the salami to have sex, 'Sausage' as 'penis' 
imagery;, a variation of the earlier hide-the-weenie os, m3 
hide and seek noun npuden . I 1 In cheek' uk 1992 

hideaway noun a pocket US. ms 

hi-de-hi 1 rst recorded during 

World War 2; adopted by Jimmy Perry and David Croft as the title 
(and ca£c%hrase) of a television situation comedy set ifi a 1950s 
holiday camp (BBC, 1980-88); the call and response greeting is 
sifll heard, but often mi 

hideola adjective ugly. A variation of conventional 'hideous'os 1992 
hides noun drums. Jazz slang uk, wss 
hide-the-baloney noun sexual intercourse os, 1973 
hide-the-sausage noun sexual intercourse Australia, 1971 
hide-the-weenie noun sexual intercaiWetS, 19m 
hidey noun the children's game hide and seek Australia, 1957 
hi diddle diddle noun 1 m riddle of a dart 

board. Rhyming slang1 % 1992. 2 a swindle, a deception uk 1992. 3 a 
ftilm, a fiddle Rhyming slang uk 1998 
hidingnouna be in g for lefeatos im 
hiding to nothing noun ► on a hiding to nothing faced with a 
situation in which any outcome is unfavourable os 190s 


hids adjective lacking fashion sense An abbreviation of the conven- 
*Hgral 'Ifdedus' us. 2002 

hidy-hole; hidey-hole noun a hiding pllffl wojarx 
hidy-ho, neighbor n - 1 r hum 1 reetin A catchphrase 
salutation from the US television comedy Home Improvements 
(ABC, 1991-99). Repeated with tdfteeential humour us. mi 

hifalutin adjective >see: HIGHFALUTIN 

higgledy-piggledy adjective in 1 nlu H 1 nil- Probably derived 
as a rhyming elaboration of the disordered huddle in which pigs 

high noun 1 the sensation produced by consuming drugs or alcohol 
us, 1944. 2a sense of exhilaration, unrelated to drugs us, 1970 
High noun Miller High Life™ beer 05, )967 

high adjective i drunk or drug-intoxicated uk 11,27. 2 under the influ¬ 
ence of a drug, especially marijuana os, mi. 3 bad-smelling 
► at high warble angry, especially 

without justification Naval aviator usage us, 1986 
high and light adjective pleasant y drug-intoxicated os 1952 

high and mighty; high-and-mighty adjective arrogant, imperious 


high and tight noun a man's haircut in which the sides of the head 
are shaved and a quarter-inch of hair is left on top. A military term 
for a mi I itaryjifjgjrcut us, kss 

high as a kite adjective very drunk 01 drug-intoxicated. Rhyming 
slang for tight (drunk); a clever elaboration of high os 1939 
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high-ass adjective haughty; arrogant us. mi 

highball noun i flated price 

us, 1975. 2 a signal to a train engineer to increase speed us, iss7. 3 a 
glass ofSfjfiti us, me 

highball verb 1 to travel fast us, 1912. 2 to see. Probably playing on 

EYEBALL US, 1965 

high beams noun 1 

through a garment us, re« 2 the wide open eyes of a person 
udder the Influence of' brackcocaine us 1994 

high bountious adjective > TOBAGO, 2003 

highboy noun in h 11 Idin upe edan or roadster that sits on 
top of the frame rails a; stock height, that has not been lowered 

as. 1X8 

highbrow noun a pm n i 1 i | n'i i ,i II in luality or interests; 
a person who affects interests that imply an intellectual superiority 

highbrow adjective of superior intellectual quality or Interest uk im 
high-brown adjective iii III ill I H lerit ige Originally 
white usage, then adopted by African-Americans us, 1915 
high camp noun an ostentatious, highly mannered style. A refined 

high cap verb to brag, to banter, to gossip us, 1990 

high diver noun 1 ; 1 1 I.I it performing oral 

sex on women. A construction built on the Image of going down 

high drag noun i man us, 79a 

higher-higher noun ry command us, mi 

highfalutin; hifalutin adjective absurdly pompous, snobbish. 
Probably an elaboration of'high-flown 1 or similar; 'hfehi^luting' 
(the 'g' is optional) was originally hyphenated which lends strength 
to this etymology. Yiddish W&/L/fe/em.((X,t&nteious, self-glorifying) 
is also possible us, ims 

high five noun 1 a greeting or sign of approval accomplished by 
slapping open palms with arms extended above head-level. The 
greeting and term originated in Sport but quickly spread us, im. 

2 HIV. A construction based on an abbreviation of'high' to 'hi' 
grid- conversion: of ; V’.to the Roman numeral five us 2003 
high five verb to raise >ur | 1 hand at >ur head and slap it 

against the open hand of someone else us mi 
high fur noun the refuelling of a hovering helicopter us 1991 
high grade noun marijuana. Recorded by a Jamaican inmate of a 
UK prison, August 2002 uk , 2002 
high hard one noun forfipfiji sex us, im 
high hat noun ojiiui 1 h 111 in ea ier ense ( large opium pill) us 


high-hat; high-hatted adjective snobbish, supenpr, supercilious us 


high-heel boy noun a paratrooper us 

high holy noun in the usage of counterculturalists associated with 
the Rainbow Nation gatherings, an older, experienced member of 
the counterculture, Often used with a degree of irony-and lack of 
reverence us, 1997 

high horse noun a position of arrogant superiority us 1947 
high iron noun the main Iinej§gli railway us, 1930 
high-jive verb to tease, to taunt, to belittle us, raas 
high jump noun te's Australia, 

mo. ► be for the high jump 1 1 1 ' .a seveie official 

reprimand or punishment. Of mi itary origin With variations 'be 
up for the high jump' and 'be in for the high jump’ uk, 1919. 2 to 
be engaged to be married Ireland. 1992 
highland fling noun to sing. Rhyming slang, credited to a 1950s 
recording by Billy Cotton and Alan Breeze UK, 1992 
highlighter noun a political leader or spokesman among prisoners 


highly advert used as an intensifier with an attitude us 


highly illogical adjective illogii I - ignati e line of the Vulcan Mr 
Spockon the first incarnation of Star Trek ;|\lBC, 1966-69). 
Repeated with referential ttumbur us i9ss 
high maintenance adjective (used of a person) requiring a great deal 
of attention and'tor money; needy ps: m9 
highness noun ► her highness; his highness your spouse. 
Affectionately ironfcfi* mi 

high noon noun 1 2 a spoon. 

Rhyming slang, farmed from the title of the 1952 film uK,.mi: 
high-nose verb to sftrtj to 

high number noun in - pet Uhl nil I- nember of the Mod 
youth fashion movement us »86 

high octane adjective 1 affeir 1 ite I t 11 11 1 11 the language of 

car fuel for application to the world of coffee drinks and, to a 
!®ser extent, soft drinkSijg. «* 


high off the hog advert prosperously us 19m 
high play noun showy spending designed to impress us 1972 
high pockets noun Hh ure < 1 1 ill 1 lin 1 lan us 1912 

high puller noun 1 I ted player 0 in I 1 nachines, especially 
those with higher bets and higher payouts. A play on the term 

high-rider noun a car or true! that ha beer tructurally altered to 
ride very) high; a person whadriyes'-such a car or- truck us m2 
high-riders noun trousers worn above the waist us, 1975 
highroll verb to e fast us 1975 

high roller noun 1 1 rmbler h nakt In et and spends 
freely us mi. 2 in television and film-making, a large, tall, three- 
legged light stancjiSr 

high rolling adjective materially successful, from high roller (a big 
spender) us, r®o 

highs noun in pool, the striped balls numbered 9 to 15 us 1990 
high-school Harriet noun a high-school girl who is dating a college 
boy 1966 

high-school Harry noun an immature college male; a typical high- 

SC8§pg|Sfe£'& 1959 

high-school horse noun in I ra 1 ra h 1 e that r eems to 
win only when the odds are very high Based on the humorous 
suggestion that the horse is so smart it daf) read the posted odds 


high shots noun 10I, liquor that 

exceeds 100 proof us 1974 

high side noun 1 2 

the numbers over 7 us ?asj 
high-side verb to show off us, ms 

high speed, low drag adjective competent, reliable, dependable. 
Vietnam war usage us, mi 

high sphincter tone noun said of a person with a high degree of 
inhibition and a conservative nature us 1994 
high spot noun the outstanding part or feature of something uk /926- 

high stepper noui 

hightail vert t" 1 rove ver jui I -In > il 1 used with ‘it’ us 


high tea noun a socia gathering of male homosexuals us, mi 
high tide noun the bleed period of the menstrual cycle us, urn 
high-up noun a person of high rank or importance uk 1929 
high waist noun 1 mi - lie high suggests the woman's 
ability to lift the man up from below during sex TWNJSAbwb 

TOBAGO, 2003 


high-waist adjective TRINIDAD AND 

TOBAGO. 2003 


high wall job noun 

high-waters noun I 11 1 user tha ire too short or short trousers 

that are too long us, im' 
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highway princess noun a prostitute, especially one who works at 
truck stops us. 1276 

highway salute noun a gesture with the middle finger meaning 
flick you' us. igff- 

highway surfer noun i person i I >pts the mannerisms of 
surfers, buys the equipment, but never seems to get out of the car 

high, wide and handsome; high, wide and fancy adjective 

excellent first-rate, hue tit e of a 1937 musical/romance film 
Staffing James Burke us, |m 

high wine noun I flavoured water Canada, 1957 

high yellow; high yaller; high yella noun a light-skinned blaciH' 
person, especially female; a Creo e, a mulatto 'Objectionable 
when referring to lighter-colored black persons' according to 
Dictionary of Cautionary Words and Phrases, 1989 us 1923 

high yellow; high yaller; high yella adjective lighMklptftad us. 195s 
hijinks; hijinx noun an 1 racl 1 “It indulgent frivolity. An 
altered spelling of conventional 'high jinks' us 199s 
hijo de la chingada noun son of a fucked woman. Border Spanish 
used in English conversation by Mexican-Americans; highly 
insulting us. im 

hike verb to insult in a competitive, quasi-friendly spirit, especially by 
reference to your opponent's family iMlqgo 
hiker noun a pri 1 111 1 1 luty is to be rnywhere in the 

prison when required uk 19% 

hike up verb 11 I the to il ul f position or to drag into 
place us 1873. 2 to raise prices us 2003 
Hilda Handcuffs; Hilda noun a police officer; the police. Art 
example of camp trans-gender assignment, in this case an assonant 
play on handcuffs as stereotypical police equipment ufc 1992 

hill noun ► go over the hill I ert .. 1 lut to escape from 

prison us. 1912. ► on the hill pne more 

score to win us. m3. ► over the hill past your prime us. 1950 
Hill noun ► the Hill Parliament. Hill in Ottawa Canada, ms 
hill and dale noun a tale, of the type told by a confidence trickster. 
'Rhyming slang uk 1953 

hillbilly adjective ill I . I I sc OTLAND, 1985 

hillbilly chrome noun aluminium paint us t&r 
hillbilly craps noui itherwise as a 

private game us, 1950 

hillbilly hell noun I 'hell' us, 1970 

hillbilly heroin uu 1 I dr iat > done used 
recreatlonally. When dissolved in watei and injected, or crushed 
and inhaled, it has a similar effect to heroin. The drug's popularity 
.li the rural Appalachian Mountains region led to the 'hillbilly' 
reference. It came to the forefront ofthe American national 
conscious in late 2003 when radio entertainer Rush Limbaugh was 
reported to be addicted to OxyConttn™ vs, 2001 
hillbilly operahouse noun a truck with a radje.us, 1971 
hillbilly special noun 1 truck nani ictured I General Motors 
Corporation is, »?r 

Hill Fights noun \ erie f battle in the vicinity of Khe Sanh, South 
Vietnam, in April and May 1967.us 19m 
hill game noun can win with 

a single pocket us. 1993 

hillman hunter; hillman noun a client or customer of any service 
that has little respect for the clients and customers. Rhyming 
stafig formed ftaftj the name of a 1970s car uk 1992 
hillybin noun a lesbian new Zealand, 1973 

Hilton noun a camp where frefigl 1 ighting i forest fire sleep us 

1993 

him noun heroin us ism >see: he 

Himalaya gold; Himalaya noun a potent marijuana with yellow 
hairs on a pale green bud A hybrid plant cultivated in the 1990s, 
hot in the Himalayas biCwith genetic antecedents in Nepal and 


South India; the namiojf.iS, perhaps, also aft;iftjntC; reference to the 
tijihelt physical location on planet earth uk 2003 
himbo noun a man objectified by his good looks and presumed lack 
of intellectual qualities;; 8 rhan who trades on this image; a gigolo, 
Plays on contemporary use of bimbo (a beautiful and available 
young woman - if you are a rich olderrr@ft|0s, im 
Hinckley; Hinkley noun pher iin the r reational drug known 
as POP or angel dust us. 1984 
hincty adjective conceited, vain, arrogant us. 1924 
hind claw noun 1 in -hi fsuppor - >n< » < /our job Barbados. 


hind hook noun Hi rear I ikemar in freight train u 

hind tit noun ► on the hind tit; suck the hind tit to be last in 
order or standing us 19m 

Hindu shuffle noun in ir u ei technique that will keep a 
parti'or several car^^nthe bottom ofthe decfcufcaro. 

hiney; heiny; heinie noun the buttocks US mi 
hinge noun ther#bow us, ms 

hinges noun ► off your hinges mentally unhinged, crazy. Word 
play; as 'off the hinges' from 1611 to mid-C19urc 1986 
Hinglish noun a hybru inguage formed f Hindi and English; also 
applied to an informa blending of Punjabi and English uk, 2001 
hinked up adjective suspicious, afraid ujuisfifr 
hinky adjective 1 I 2 IOUS us, ms 

hinky-dee noun a fOBO/of comedic songus, 1949 
h inky-dinky adjective n ill-tin nd la outmoded Acousin 
ofthe more famous rinky-dink us. i 96 z 
hip nouni a member the inte ilture us. 1957. 2 a heroin 

addict us 1953. 3 ihe buttocks Bahamas, m2 
hip verb 1 to explain, to bring up to date, to inform us, 1932. 2to 
figure out, to become aware us. 1975. ► hip your ship to let you 
know us, T9SS: 

hipad/ect/Ve i knov ing, under nding >2. 2 in style, fashionable, 
admired us. 1944. ► hip to all happenings profoundly aware of 
the latest trends and happenings us raw 
hip cat noun d fashionable 


hipe verb 111 a cheating cheme ir i game of cards, to restore a deck 
to its original position after a cheating move us. m2 
hip-flinger noun a dancer in any type of overtly sexual dance us. mi 
hip-hop noun 11* er 1 I e categorisation < 1 ut 1 illy) black urban 

youth culture, encompassing breakdancing, graffiti art, DJing and 
rap musifeiiised as an umbrella for any music, especially dance 
and rap-music, that falls within the general Style; any fashion or 
style that is defined by association with the culture. Combining 
hip (fashionable) and hop (dance); like rock -n roll before it, 'hip- 
hop' is* American phenomenon th||b^Hid a worldwide 
impact us, m2 

hip hop daisy age noun an - ul I 1 "' hi n in hip-hop culture 
that approximated the 'peace and ove' attitudes ofthe hippie 
movement UK gjp 

hip kick noun 

hipky-dripky noun mischief us. 1959 

hi-po adjective in motor racing, high performance US 1993 

hipped adjective 1 aware of knowledgeable of us. 1920. 2 carrying a 

gMjpPww ' 

hipped to the tip adjective aware of everything us, 1947 
hipper noun a large, swollen bruise on the hip. Noted as a sports 
injury suffered by foot-propelled scooter-riders ijk, 2000 
hippie; hippy noun a follower of jazz and die jazz scene who strives 
to be hip us, 1952 

hippie crack noun in 1 u 1 I- - ul 1 1 1 - 1 ibuse favoured by 
hippies and neo-hippies, seductive if not addictive us, 1992 
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hipping noun a nappy (diaper) or sanitary towel trinidad and tobaco, 

hippo noun an armoured personnel carrier used by the South 
African police souttutmcA. tm 

Hippo noun any theatre called the Hippodrome. An affectionate 
shortening of an actor's place of woik, such as, in Britain, the 
Birmingham! Hippo, the Bristol Hfppo, and, in tMl 3 j|.$ne 
Baltimore Hippo uk 1937 

hip pocket noun j 1111 I mpartment us 1976 

hippy adjective 1 full-hipped us !%.?. 2 mentally dulled by years of 
impriscWiBtrituS 1950 

hippy-dippy noun a hippy or hippie, in either sense. Derogatory us, 

hippy-dippy adjective se 'peace and love' philos¬ 

ophy of the hippy movement us, i960 
hippy hill nickname hill In Gold 1 Gate Pari an Fiancisco, 
between the Stanyan Street entrance and Dinosaur Valley us, m7 

hippytitis noun hepatitis UK 

hippy-trippy adjective psychedelic A rhyming combination of the 
counterculture and the effects of drugs UK, 2001 
hippy witch noun a girl who 30 years later still dresses in the styles 
popular with the late 960 s counterculture us 1997 
hip-square noun onventlonal [ on hi 1 n 'inlerits adopts the 
drapings of tft^jfazz lifestyle without fully embracing if t§ mi 
hipster noun i zz lifestyle us, 1940. 2 a 

person at the stylish edge of fashionable. A contemporary variation 
UStSB® 

hipsway noun dismfearuftr;#Slt«lva 1988 
hir used as a gender-neutral third-person singular pronoun us 1997 
hirsute adjective i ' 'i 11|" d n m 1 1'lr ir-i asajocular 

%itidhym for 'hairy' us tm 
hi-si noun high society us raszy . 

his lordship noun ceived to 

behave in a manner that is somehow above his status. Derisive uk 


hiss noun to hike rapidly new Zealand, 1958 

hissy-fit; hissy noun a tantrum tfi, im- 

history noun 1 lira 1 in i fbein I med r finished us, razs. 

2 in a swindle, the background on a victim, people likely to be 
encountered, a location or event' 
history sheeter noun a person with a criminal record India, 2003 
hit nouni a single inhalation of marijuana, hashish, crack cocaine, or 
any drug’s smoke ( is. 1152. 2 a dose of a drug us, 1952. 3 an 
intravenous injection of a drug, usually heroin uk, 1996. 4 a meeting 
with a drug dealer and a drug user us, 1952. 5 in i.he eastern US in 
the early 1990 s, prescription medication with c odeine us, 1993. 6 a 
marijuana cigarette uk 2001. 7 a tablet 0! MDMA, ihe recreational 
drug best known as ecstasy uk 2003. 8 a deliberate inhalation of 
solvent fumes, such as glue sniffing 1 ik m2. 9 a blast of euphoria, 
joy, excitement I igurative use of a drug term us razr. 10 the elec¬ 
tronic registration of a visit to a website us, 1995. 11 a planned 
murder us, 1.950. 12 an arrest, us 1973. 13 a winning bet In an illegal 
lottery uk isrs. 14 in blackjack, a card that a player requests from 
the dealer to add to his hand us, 19®. is in snowboarding, a snow 
jump Canada 1996. ► on hit excellent us 1997 
hit verb 1 to inject drugs into a vein us 1949. 2 to take an inhalation 
of marijuana smoke us, 1952. 3 to smoke (marijuana) us 1 949. 4 to 
guess correctly the day's number in an illegal lottery us 1947. sto 
kill in a planned, professional manner us, 1949. 6 to rob us, razo. 7 to 
cover with graffiti us 1991 8 to visit, to go lr; a place us, 1995. 9 to 
sere t di ml s 10 f 1 I n bin pecially money us, 
1894. 11 to telephone someone with a mobile phone US 2002. 12 to 
win. From cricket trinidad and tobaco, 2003. 13 to have sex us 2004. 

► be hit with a bit to be sentenced to prison. From bit (a 
prison sentence) us, m2. ► can't hit the bull in the arse with 
a scoop shovel This 

tftpSiiSion describes someone who is totally uncoordinated. 


As this involves both a broad weapon and a broad target it refers 
(W to poor marksmanship, but rather to a total inability to act in 
a coordinated manner.' Chris I hain, Cold as a Bay Street Banker's 
Heart, 1987 Canada, list. ► hit a hurdle to die; to suffer a severe 
setback Australia, 1989. ► hit a lick 

► hit daylight ► hit for six 

to demolish another s argument, proposa or plan. A figurative use 
of a cricketing term uk 1937. ► hit in the seat an act of anal 
intercourse us ► hit it ► hit it a lick; hit 

it in poker, to in 1 1 - ► hit it off lo lake a mutual 

► hit it up to strike up an 

acquaintance us raw. ► hit on the hip to page electronically us 

► hit the books to study hpd us ► hit the bottle to 

bleach your hair blonde keen slang, punning 1)11 a term associated 
with drinking us 195.5. ► hit the breeze to leave new Zealand, 1974. 

► hit the bricks ► hit the 

bucket 1 n 'hit the 

bottle' (to dri nil le 1 ly) ► hit the burner to 

draw upon all of your inner resources and stamina. US naval 

► hit the ceiling to become very angry us 
i9i4. ► hit the cinders to jump or fa from a moving train us 
razz ► hit the deck 1 to falh th >urself to the ground us, 
1925. 2 to land a plane (ik mi . 3 to gel out of bed. Often as an 
imperative uk 191s. 4 ►hit the dex to work 

as a DJ. Fashionab e spelling for (record) 'decks', combined with a 
vague play on othe ense if hit the deck u? w ► hit the 
Dixie ::> Hon id mg , in' start doing son ething Bahamas, me. 

► hit the gravel; hit the grit to fall from a moving train us 
1946. ► hit the hay 

anglicised in 1929 t nar le ► hit the hop to use 

drugs, especially he in or ipium ► hit the jackpot to 

have great success or good fortune, especia v when unexpected or 
beyond your expectations. A figurative application of 'jackpot', a 
poker term applied' generally to any gambling prize. Known 
worldwide in its variant forms 'crack (favoured in Australia), 'hit', 
'strike' or 'win’ us, 2001. ► hit the mainline lo inject a drug 
intravenously A combination of hit (to inject) and mainline (a 
vein) us 1950. ► hit the moon 1 plateau of a 

drug experience us, 1971. ► hit the needle to inject a drug 
intravenously. A combination of hit (to inject) and the means of 
delivery us, use. ► hit the pipe n 1 1 I icaine us 1992 

► hit the pit 1 ombination 

of hit (to Inject) and pit (the armpit) ui 1998 2 to he incarcerated 
us, 1992. ► hit the post 

talk during the introduction ol a song, completing your thought 
just befort 1 ► hit the prone 

throw yojyfself to the g©(jiid us razz. ► hit the road; hit the 
trail to go; to commence or recommence a journey us, ««. 

► hit the roof 

anger uk 1925. ► hit the sack to go to bed, to go to sleep us raiz. 

► hit the sauce ► hit the sewer to 

inject heroin or another drug intravenousl ►hit the 

silk in card games, to withdraw from or end a game or hand. 

From the military si; ng for bai ing out of an aircraft by parachute 
(silk) us 1972. ► hit the skids ► hit the 

slab to be killed us, rasa ► hit the toe to depart; to decamp 

AUSTRALIA, 1983. ► hit the wall 

beyond which lesser athletes will fail to continue, especially of 
long-distance and marathon runners us raw. ► hit with a check 
to discharge from employment and pay off owed wages us 1954. 

► hit your marks in I 1 1 1.I in to move to the 

proper place at. ihe proper time in a scene us 1 990 

hit and get verb to rob one place and then hurry lo rob somewhere 
else uk, 1996 

hit and miss; hit or miss noun 1 a kiss. Rhyming slang, 'hit me', 
which evolves lo 'kiss me’, to 'kiss' Sometimes abbreviated to 'hit' 
uk 1933. 2 urine; alcoholic drink 01 (when used with 'the'), drinking 
or a session of .dfinking Rhyming slang for piss (and on the piss) 

AUSTRALIA, 1960 

hit and run noun 1 a betting technique in which a player places a 
single bet and withdraws from the game d he wins us, 1950. 2 the 
sun. Rhyming slang uk im 

hit and run vert 1 ni in II Ini ente 1 curie when the 
count isasteantageous to the players to p^&few games and 
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then to move to another table tis. t w. z in [joker, to play for a 
ahdjit'tim&.wljli heavily and quit the game us m2 
hit and run adjective 1 ments) in one 

city one night, another city the next US, me. 2 swindled. Rhyming 
slang' for 'dorfe' (do) uk, 1992 

hit-and-split noun 1 1 11 I 11 1 1 1 II i quick retreat us 
hitch noun 1 a period of duty or service us, /am. 2 a jail sentence us 

Hitch nickname Alfred H >n and f Im 

director us ®zs 

hitch verb to h ' ► hitch up 

the reindeers; hitch up the reindeer to inhale powdered 
cocaine. Punning vario isly on snow (coc; ine) and sleigh ride (the 
use Of cocaine) us w 

hitched adjective married us,, 

hitchhiker noun 1 n neri I me 1 1 I it the end of a radio 

p'fogt?mrri§ 1$, im 

hitch up verb to marry, to partner. I igurative application of a con¬ 
ventional 'hitch' (a knot) us m2 

hit kiss noun the e in >f crack ci line moke from one user to 
another through a kiss us 19® 

Hitler's drug noun paramethoxyamphetamine, PMA. The drug was 
originally created during W<>1 Id Wai 2 by Hitlei's chemists with the 
intention of enabling Nazi soldiers to fight around the clock. In 
1999 the Observer reported fears flf the drug's arrival in UK clubs, 

hit list noun a list of targets for retaliation, either physical or 
otherwise f/i®# 

hit man noun a pfOfe&sfomaniQfer us 1963 
hit on verb to flirt; to proposition us 1954 

hit or sit verb 1 es in blackjack 

or twentyrone-draw another card or not us. 1962 
hits noun 1 LSD UK. ms. 2 a pair of dice that have been altered so 
that they will not roil a total of Seven vs. im 
hitsville noun success. Used on the normally staid BBC Light 
Programme , 30th June 1963 uk m3 
hitteamnoun II unit of trained 

scouts sent on a mission to kill the enemy us imr 
hitter™™ 1 a hired killer us 1959. 2 a crack cocaine pipe designed 
for a single inhalatiori:(i|#f 
hit the hay verb to smoke marijuana us 1942 
hittin' adjective excellent OS, 1991 
hitting; hittin’ adjective tasty us. 1993 
hitting fluid noun heroin u|kW3? 

hit up verb i to inject a drug intravenously us. is®. 2 to ask for 
something us ms. 3 to go to us 2002 
hiya used as a casual greeting uk 1940 

hiya-butty-bay; hiya-butt-bay noun Trecco Bay, Porthcawl in south 
Wales. In 1947 mining was nationalised and subsequent working 
practices meant that entire ■.Communities relocated to the seaside 
resort of Porthcawl for 'miners 1 fortnight'. The friendly greeting 
‘jhiya, butty' (hello, friend) filled the air. The style-of holidays 
Changed in the 1960s but the term is still in limited cnfflpKion uk 

hiya kids used as a humorous greeting. I he signature greeting used 
on the children's television programme Ed's Gang (later Andy's 
-58). Repeated with referential humour us, nsi 

hizzie nickname 

Ug|SS$2 

Hizzoner nickname used as a jocular reference to a mayor, especially 
Richard J. Daley, mayor of Chicago from 1955 antil his death in 
1976. A slurred 'his honor' us, m2 

HK nickname Hong Kong Current among the UK Chinese population 


HMCS 1 pinion snores A jocular back-formation from 

'HCjMS CHer Majesty’s Canadian Ship) Canada. 2002 
HMFIC noun a commanding officer, or head motherfucker in charge 

HNIC noun lire leader of an enterprise, the head nigger in charge ns. 

HO vei 

ho; hoe nouni a sexually available woman; a woman who may be 
considered sexually available; a prostitute Originally black usage, 
from' the southern US pronunciation of 'whore'; now widespread 
through the influence of rap music us, 1959. 2 a woman. A 
weakened variation of the previous sense us, 1959. 3 a weak or 
effeminate man ; US.J99e 
ho; hoe verb JS, 1972 

hoaching; hotchin adjective lull leem'ng, crowded uk. Scotland, ran 
hoachy adjective e eedingly lu 1 unate otiand, ms 
hoagons noun the female breasts us, tm 
ho, babe used as a student-to-student greeting us, 1959 
hobber de hoy; hibber de hoy noun an adolescent boy, especially 
a hooligan. Recorded as rhyming slang by Ray Puxley, Cockney 
Rabbit, 1992; but probably directly from (hobbledehoy', first 
recorded in 1540, which, excepting the nuance of hooliganism, 1? 
svnSfiymous, 'hobbledehoy', however, is unlikely to be rhyming 
slang as the earliest explicit reference to .rhyming slang does not 
appeal mil ahum 300 yean, a;am in John Can cmi Hmien’r i hi 
Slang Dictionary, 1859 uk 1992 
hobby bobby noun 
officer uk 2005 

ho-bitch noun a female who has earned a complete lack of respect. 
Used on those special occasions when just bitch or just ho is just 
iftof enough us; 1997 
hobnail verb to walk newzealani}. 2000 
hobnail express noun travel by walking US;, Wis 
hobo noun i a vagranl Uncertain v derived from 'hoeboy’ (a migrant 
agricultural labourer) or the exclamation 'Ho boy!' (used by mail 
carriers) w>; ms. 2 in trucking, a tractoi trailer that is moved from 
one terminal to another us razn 3 a homing bomb, one with a 
targeting capability im 

hobo bet noun 1 ip 1 bet n the number t elve From the 
number's association, with boxcars os, ms 
hobo cocktail noun a glass of water us 1947 
hobosexual noun with several 

partners irttijShort period, of tirae os ms 
Hobo Woods noun i irea ir uth etnam hich was a major 
staging area for-lfeitertb. Vietnamese tor'launch attacks on Saigon 
or Cu CM City os me 

Hobson's choice; hobsons noun 1 the only option that is offered 
and, therefore, no choice at all. Widely claimed; since 1712, to 
derive from Tobias Hobs®), who hired out horses, and is reputed 
to. have compelled His customers to take whichever horse 
happened to be next in line, or go without however, 'Flodgson's 
choise’ is recorded in 1617 .uk W9. 2 the voice. Rhyming slang uk 

Ho Chi Minh Motel noun a rest house used by the Viet Cong along 
a trail or route us. mz 

Ho Chi Minh sandals noun I n inda nad n he tread 1 
discarded tyres, designed and worn, by the Viet Cong during the 
Vietnam war us, razz 
Ho Chi Minh's curse noun 

'somejbody's curse' adapted in Vietnam us. mi 
Ho Chi Minh Trail noun Route 209 in northeast Pennsylvania US. 

hock noun 1 the mak 1 take the 1 ive role in homosexual 
intercourse. Origin unknown. Ted Hartley in his glossary of prison: 
;jstatlii(1944) says that 'hocks’ can mean 'feet', and is therefore in 
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some way related to the term horse's hoof. Simes, irt His 
Dictionary of Australian Underworld Slang (1993), suggests that' 
frock' is 'feeble' and rhyming slang for 'cock'. Neither of these is 

W loll III h III I l 2 III I I itUK 1785. ► in 

hock i in debt, especially to a pawnbroker t is, rss 3 . 2 in prison us. i859 
hock verb i to pawn us. 1878. 2 to clear the throat of phlegm. From a 
confusion with conventional 'hawk' op 1 992. 3 to nag. From the 
Yiddish*# m 

hockey box; hock noun a male homosexual prostitute Australia, ms 
hockey hair a hair style the hail is worn short at the front and 
long at the back. Better known, perhaps, as a mullet Canada, 2000 
hockeystick noun a mutton chop new Zealand, 1990 
hock shop noun a pawnbroker's SffSp.u/c, iM 
hocus noun a solution of heroin that has been heated and is ready 
to inject# 7967 

hocus verb to alter legitimate dice for cheating purposes us. 19>50 
hocus pocus; hocus noun cocaine, hero'ne, morphine or opium; 
also marijuana Bed remembered as a stage magician's 
injaWation, but claimed to be a mocking corruption of hoc est 
corpus (this is the body); originally, 1650-1720, 'a juggler/a 
Fponjaror’; it was in circulation during Cl9 and into C20 in the 
sense of 'criminal deception/shady trickery'; in 1821 as 'to stupefy 
with alcohol' (for the purposes of robbery) and hence 'hocus' 
became 'a drugged liquor' from as early as 1725 and well into CIS, 
served as an adjective meaning 'intoxicated'. All these meanings 
C#t#nsed into a catalogue of hard- drugs during $20;.'marijuana'* 
joined the list in the 1980s uk. 793s 
hodad noun a non-surfer who associates with surfers and poses as a 

hoddie noun a labourer working ©T a bricklayer Australia, 1952 

hod of shit noun agreat deal of trouble us-saw 

hoe noun a fellow black man, usually in context of sexual bragging. 

From homeboy a' us. 1 987 >see: HO 

hoedown noun 1 iieei 11 1 1 1 1 1 111 1 rngs us. 1993 

hoe in verb 'ALAND, 2002 

hoe into verb tn ill i 1 i 1 I ith vigour, es[ II; the eating of a 
meal Australia, ism 

hoffing noun a fight, especially between youth gangs us, 1971 
hog noun 1 a powerful motorcyle, especially a arge Harley-Davidson 
motorcyle us, ms. 2 a utility helicopter equipped with rockets and 
machine guns us, mi. 3 a Cadillac 01 othei arge luxury car us, 19m. 
4 the penis (A sa police officer A variation on pig (a police 
officer) us. mo. 6a US Marine Corps recruit during basic training. 
Contemptuous us. ;<*#. 7a leader; a strong personality us. 1939. 8a 
drug addict who requires tSrge doses-to sustain his habit us, m2. 

9 heroin us. 2000. 10 marijuana A lerm pparentl coined by US 
Wilders during the conflict in Vietnam, drawn fromc'fcash, 0,.grass' 
us. 1968. 11 phencyc idine, the recreational drug known as PCP or 
angel < 12 Benaceyzlne™ 

us, 1977. 13 a computer program that uses a high degree of a 
computer's resources us, 1991. ► beat the hog (used of a male) to 
masturbate us, tut ► hog is pork lucre is no difference between 
the two alternatives being discussed ;/inidadand tobaco, 2003. 

► on the hog homosexual us. 7975 
hog verb i to speal 111 lei T >a ig< > m. 2 to rape us m2. 

3 in high-low poker to declare for both high and low us, 1996 
Hog -60 noun Vietnam was 

assigned an M-60, the army's genera purpose machine gun which 
entered the service in the 1950s. It was designed to be lightweight 
(23 pounds) and easy to carry, itfifoduced a low 'grunting' sound 
and thus the porcinealteions us m7 
Hogan’s Alley nickname the Riviera Country Club, Pacific Palisades, 
California. Hogan enjoyed gre; i success there, especially in 1947 
and 48 us, 7997 

hog board noun a bulletin board where soldiers post pictures of 
their families and girlfriends Marine usage in Vielnam us. 1974 

hog eye; hogger; hoghead; hogineer; hog jerk; hog jockey 

noun a railway engineer us. 19v 


hog fuel noun i lii i i I I i iuced by sawmills, burnt to 
generate steam for electricity Canada, m9 
hogging noun a romantic interest in heavy people us. 2004 
hog jaws noun i specia lough blade lured to a D7E bulldozer, or 
Rome Plow, for use in land clearing operations in Vietnam us. 1991 
hog-leg; hog leg noun i an oversized handgun us. nn. 2 a large 
marijuana cigarette us. 1997 

hog liver noun in electric line work, a flat porcelain guy strain 

insulator US;.raw 

hogman noun a ile a crime is 

committed uk me 

hogmaster; hogmauler noun a railway engineer us, W 7 
hog out verb ne's openings 

or passages iUloite 

hog pen noun 1 prison guard ntrol room us, 1984 
hog-tie verb to bind the hands and feet US, im 
HogtOWn nickname I C20 growth of 

farmer's markets and slaughterhouses, Toronto has also continued 
© be known as Toronto th 6®0C gc&NADA ms 
hog up verb to add re ith lack of respe \rbados ms 

hog wallow noun the lot used .1 plane on the topstrap 

of a Colt or Smith and Wesson pistol us. 7957 , 
hogwash noun norasenBiUS. m2 
hog whimpering adjective vaMSfirmtA m3 

hoha noun a f(m mw Zealand, m3 
hoha adjective weary new Zealand, 2003 
ho-ho noun a fat teenage girl us. m 

hoick verb i to spil AUSTRALIA. 1941. 2 to throw or chuck; to loft 
Australia, 1972. 3 to raise, to hoist Sometimes spelt 'hoik' uk, i sas 
hoicked-up adjective raised, especially artificially lifted uk 2003 
hoi polloi noun the common people; the unwashed masses us 1322 
hoist noun ► on the hoist engaged ift St3c^J®Ir»|#r 195s 
hoist verb 1 to r 2 to rob with 

guns us, 1928. 3 to shoplift uk 2000 
hoister nouni 1 I hi ) pick; ket 2 in circus and 

icarnttat usage, a ferris wheel us, mi 
hoisting noun-sho^ig uk; 1936 

hoisting bloomers noun i capaciou mder nment used by 
sTrofjlifltefS uk, nse 

hoity-toity adjective ill lii ul 1 imin , uppish. Directly 
from hie earlier form 'highty-tighty' uk 1720 
Ho Jo’s nickname a - fixture along US 

motorways ih the 1950s and 60s us ms 
hokey; hoky; hokie adjective seniimeniaf mawxish; in poor taste us, 

hokey cokey noun I for a modern singalong 

entertainmenl enjoyed after a few drinks formed from the name 
Of a song and dance that used to b£ enjoyed after a few drinksiU/c 

hokey-pokey noun 1 ial inter 11 - - 1 I th on poke (to 

have sex) and the childrens' song and dance, the 'hokey cokey' uk 
1983. 2 in circus and carnival usage, any shoddy, inexpensive 
merchandise #■ mi 
hokum noun nonsense «!,?«* 

hold noun in casino gambling, the amount of money bet that is 
retained by the casino us, 1977. ► in the hold hidden in a pocket 
or elsewhere on the body u$ 1set 
hold verbi lo b 2 ■> be in 

possession of money us. /%/. ► get hold of to have sex with 
someone uk 200.1, ► hold court to gel in a shoot-out with police 
us, 1974. ► hold feet to the fire to apply great pressure and 
demand results uk 199. 5. ► hold no brief for not to support or 
► hold the bag to 

take the blame us ms. ► hold the fort; mind the fort to 
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hold down | holy fuck! 


manage tempt i .1 I n an a n tea ► hold your 

dick to do nothing; to wait idly uk 2001. ► hold your mud to 
stand up to pre ure nd ad rsit ► hold your mug to 

keep a secret us is to 

hold down verb 1 1 naintain 1 position 1 nployment) us, isx. 

2 to control (a block ot neighbourhood) Youth gang usage us wss 
holder noun a prisoner, usua not gang member, entrusted with 
"■ft^rlfig -drugs controlled by a prison gang us. m2 

holding adjective I | I i I I I ill TRALIA 1922 

holding ground noun a p i n i ite il rfi n itively, where you 
can weather adversity I rom the nautical term for an area where 
the sea bottom provides a firm hold for anchofSiS ism 
holding pen noun i r cell in I il jail here prisoners are held 
I ■ n I ■ ii mi 'i iiu ' i n ■' i | , i i rimma 
charges will be filed against them or not us, mi. 2 a boarding 
school new Zealand, mn 

holding tank noun i ell at a local nil here the recently arrested 
are held before being processed us, 1994 
hold-it noun a ji i'll us television vie 1 ) pretty girl or woman, 
usually a spectator at a sporting event us, 1986 
hold out on verb to refuse t 1 n Inn ten information us, 

hold paddock noun a retirement home new Zealand, i 994 
hold the bus!; haud the bus! slow down!; wait a minute! uk 

SCCfttAND, 1988 

hold the phone! wait a minute! US rps' 

hold with verb 1 igree 1 r appr e< mething or someone 

hold your horses verb used imperatively 10 urge inaction us, im 
hole noun 1 the vagina; sex with a woman; a woman; women uk , 

1592. 2 the anus uk, mi. 3 the mouth us ms. 4 a passive, promiscu¬ 
ous, unattached lesbian us 1992 5 in prison, a cell designed for 
solitary confinement Always with dire’ uk ms. 6 an undesirable 
place; a place that is dirty or disordered uk mm,. 7 any place where 
a supply of illegal drugs is hidden ;is r:9. 1. 8 a monetary or social 
difficulty, a mess, a scrape 1 ». 1 9 the subway (underground) us, 

isos. 10 a mine us < 11 on the rail ip 1 ig track us, ms. 

12 in trucking, a position in the gear box us 1 ■ r. 13 a tobacco ciga¬ 
rette us 1 14 1 ► after 

his hole; after his end , 1 a woman 

From hole (the na end h pen 1 ► get your 

hole to havr ► go in the hole to 

fall from a pole, tower, rig or bui ding undei construction us i$&. 

► in the hole ng work us, 1973 

hole bit noun while in pri >n, a sentence to ilitary confinement us, 


■|he game of stud poker, ii s r%fj!.ch a 'hole card’ is a card dealt face¬ 
down US. 1968 

hole-in-one noun A puerile golf 

metaphor 0$ 

hole in the ground; hole noun a pound R%1ri'ing slang uk 1992 
hole in the head noun the - 1 me 1 mething that is not 
needed at all. From Yiddish us ,-iKt 
hole in the wall noun 1 an automated cash'machine uk ms. 2 in 
trucking, a tunnel; Us, tarn 

hole olie noun in stud poker, a card dealt face-down. A jocular 
embellishment of hole card us, 19 67 
holes noun ► the holes a location, such as ,1 public lavatory, where 
men may have anonymous sex with each other by means of holes 
bored between private cubicles uk 1996 
hole shot noun in drag racing, the art of starting at the first possible 
moment without incurring a frj|i|ii>r starting too it&fLvS, m 
holetime noun in prison us, m7 

hole to bowl noun the path taken during defecation on a toilet us ms 
hole up verb to hide ufi-i^ 


holey dollar noun j in the 

centre Canada, 1963 

holiday noun in horse racing, the term oi a suspension from 
competing/vvsTR/u./4 m3 

Holiday Inn noun u m 1 1 In imp in etnam where field 
troops would stand down for severa days before returning to 
combat tt* 

HOLLAND written on an envelope, or at lire foot of a lover's letter 
as lovers’ code for 'here our /ove /ies and never dies’ or 'hope our- 
Jove lasts and neyerdies'. Widely known, and well used by 
isetvieentefl; now a part of-the coded vocabulary of texting uk 1984 
holler verb to talk US, Mg 
holler adjective stypfeaS, 1961 

holler and hoot verb to engage in an abusive verbal attack uk 2001 
holler and shout noun a owi lan. Rhymir 11 for kraut uk 1992 
holler boys holler; holler boys noun a cote Old rhyming slang, 
originally 'holloa boys', ’holloa', from a chant used on Guy Fawkes 
night with a use dating back to the time-Wfie detachable collar. 
Modern use is reduced to the first two elements and often 
without the 'h 1 uk i 960 

holli noun I in a pipe for 

sfndkihgis 2001 

holders; hollyers noun holidays, vacation gmg|SSf. 
hollow leg noun i haracter ascribed t meone who is able to 
eat or drink in great duantfe us, m2 
Hollyweird nickname Hollywood, California us, 1953 
Hollywood noun i ed iteasin rm of iddress for someone 
whose clothes and mannerisms suggest a high level of 
showmanship us 1979. 2 a dramatic outburst m wZealand, m3. 3 a 
feigned injury new Zealand, 1972. 4 in hot rodding, an extravagant, 
ostentatious exhaust system us isss 
Hollywood glider noun the B-17 l lying I ortress. The B-17 appeared 
frequently in filrtgii)! 1946 

Hollywood no noun an answer of 'no' implicit in the failure to 
ifeturn a phone callus; 1992 
Hollywoods noun dark glasses us, woe 

Hollywood shower noun in-1 1 rctu 1 I" er that exceeds the 
two-minute showers permitted by military authorities Antarctica, 

Hollywood stop noun ri llin i i i ii i i nal or a stop sign 

US. 1986 

Holmes noun u ale-to-male. Playing 

on the term 'homes' us. 197s 

hols noun holidays (both singular and plural), a vacation uk 1905 
Holstein noun a police car An allusion to the black and white 
markin|s,.of the cow and a police car us mi 
holy adjective great,, extrffflg 

holy cats! used for registering urprise shock or alarm us, 2001 
holy chain lightning! used as a mild oath in Nova Scotia Canada, 

holy city noun in poker, a high-value hand us, wss 
holy cow! Popularised by 

baseball radio announcers Harry Caray and Phil Rizzuto us 1927 
holy crap! used for registering surprise A variation of holy shit us 

Holyfield noun fine quality marijuana. A neat pun using the name 
of three-time world heavyweight champion boxer Evander 'Real 
Deaf Holyfield (b.196% here 'holy' implies 'the purest' and com¬ 
bines with a 'field (of grass)', and Hcfpljd^'Ricknarne 'Real Deal' 
guarantees the quality uk 2000 

Holyfield's ear; 'olyfields noun a year. Rhyming slang, formed in 
honour of boxer Evander Holyfield, whose ear was bitten by his 
vfipponenirMike Tyson during a 1997 world heavyweight title flgt#, 

holy fuck! used for registerir 1 I or surprise us n82 
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holy ghost noun 1 the corpse of a person who has died from 
gunshot wounds us, me. 2acoast Glasgow ihyming slang uk 
Scotland. 1988. 3 in racing, the starting post 01 the winning post 
Rhyming s ang ( ik, a toast Rhyming slang uk, 19W 
holy guacamole! used satin Ilya register of hock or surprise. 

'Guacamole' is pronounced to rhyn e with holy ' uk 2003 
Holy Joe noun any religious leader The term suggests a lack of 

Holy Lands noun id for its principal 

arteries: Damascus Street, Jerusulam Street and Canterbury Street 
uk. northern iiwMiD, mn 

holy man! used as a powerful exclamation. Michigan Upper 
Peninsula usage us, 2003 

holy moo cow! ised as an expre n of < mplete surprise. A 
jocular embellishment of the more common holy cowl us, ms 
holy nail noun bail. ifthyfttth|.sl|Bg uk 1992 
holy of holies noun 1 the vagina. A crude pun on hole us 1994. 

2 any inner sanctum us 1995 

holy oil noun an oil applied to the skin or clothing in the belief that 
It will bring the bettor luck in an illegal number gambling lottery 


holy old mackinaw! used as a curse Canada, ms 
holy old snappin' arseholes! used as an oath in Nova Scotia with 
allusions to both the lobster and feat Canada, ms 
holy olie noun in stud poker, the hole card us. 1951 
holy shit! used for registering a ini hment us m6 

holy show noun ht IRELAND, 19S4 

holy smoke noun f in< I ft drini ca-Cola™ Coke™. Rhyming 
slang, originally used of the solid fuel uk, 1992 
holy smoke! used as a exclamation of surprise and wonder uk is92 
holy snappin’! used as a curse or oath Canada, m2 
holy Toledo! 1 pf Holy Toledo 

goes a long way A trademark of Milo Hamilton, radio broadcaster 
for the Houston Astros baseball team, and often used by Skipper, 
iAatfpr of Jungle Jim mJungkJim ( 1955 ) erst 
holy war noun lasts about a 

question which has no objective answer us, 1991 
holy water noun 1 11 appr il 1 1 1 1 I tor usage; to give 
such approval is 10 'sprinkle holy water' us, 19m. 2 a daughter 
Rhyming slang Uk, 1992 


home and dry adjective , ife ml und; h 11 iccomplished an 
arduous task uk 1930 

home and hosed adjective 1 (of a racehorse) expected to win 
Australia, 1975. 2 al finished and done with Said of a task that is 
easily accomplished Australia. ms 

homebake noun 

com pou nds 2002 

homebaker noun 1 | m 1 I ill II manufactures drugs new 
IE4MW&- 1986 

home base; home run noun in dm enage ite irisation of sexual 
activity, sexual intercourse us m3 

home box noun 

homeboy noun er mal iend, often but not always from 
1 he same neighbourhood us, 1899 
home cooking noun sex with your spouse us lm 

homee noun usee: omee 

home ec noun f eory and practice 

;6f homemaking are studied us, m 
home-ec-y adjective 1 ill 11 - 11 1 1 mt of touch with 

Current fashions, styles and tren$H$ im 

homee-palone noun >see: omee-palone 
homegirlnoun er I nalefriend usuall from the same 
neighbourhood, gang or faction of a gang; usually applied to a 
tfiekgirl us, 1934 

homegrown noun marijuana, cultivated locally us, 1974 
homeguard noun a I 1 travelling or 

migratory worker; a local resident us 1903 
homemade noun 1 cigaret roll II hand from loose tobacco us, 
1954 . 2 a home-made pistol us, 1949 

home on the range noun 11 1 f . 11 T v istralia, 1989 

home on the range adjective 11 ui Hug, formed from 

the title of a well-known cowboy anthem (actually, thetWfciaf song 
-tfthe state of Kansas) uk ms 
home plate noun in aeroplane tome ise 1 irrier 
home port noun a trucker's residence. Jocular usf 
homer nouni iutside of his 

regular employment Glasgow slang uk Scotland, 19%. 2 a wound 
sufficiently serious to require treatment away from the. theatre t# 
mt Australia, 1945 . 3 a referee or sports official who favours the 


holy weed noun marijuana us, 2001 

holy week noun nenstrual cycle us, 


holy whistlin' frig! used as a curse in Nova Scotia Canada ms 
hom verb ► hom it up Hun iur hi n exuality. Substitutes an 
abbreviation of'homosexual' for camp (affected) in 'camp it up' (to 
flaunt afftcttttianl uk, mu 

hombre noun 1 d worldwide 

by Hollywood Westerns such as Hombre, 1967, starring Paul 
Newman us, i846. 2 a male friend Adapted from the previous 
sertsgjthis usage possibly informed by a phonetic similarity to 
homeboy (a close friend) uk 2001. 3 heroin. From Spanish hombre (a 

homenouniawi I nal tier -1 ibbr iation of homeboy 
us 1944. 2 the vein into which an intravenous drug user injects a 
drug us, 1973. ► at home in the going in horse racing, said of a 
horse that is running .1 track that compements the horse's skills 
and preferences us 1951. ► send home to sentence to prison us. 

Home nickname tnglaud o' Great Britain As used by Cl 8-19 
colonists this is par for the course, and that their direct 
descendants would use ttetiggp is hardly surprising, however, this, 
'locution remained in common use (in speech, if not by self- 
conscious writers) well into C20 and only began to die out in the 
197te hKty it is very much a thing of the past Australia, isos 


Homer noun in ii 1 li 1 nil 111 111 illusion to the 

doltish Homer Simpson of tglevifisrt cartoon fame us, mi 
homers noun I me-br i beer. A ift to the slang of the South 
Pole from its Australian visitors Australia wJd 
home run noun the journey of a circus from the final engagement 
of the season seer HOME BASE 

► hit a home run to have sex us aooi 
homerunner noun irget directly us, 1991 

homes noun used as a term of address, usually establishing comrade 

home skillet noun a;dose friend u$. im 
homeslice noun 1 a close friend us im. 2 a prisoner from your 
jhoiin.e;dty«S-j®a 

homesteader noun 1 an American who had been in Vietnam for 
more than a few years us, mi. 2 a person who is dating one 
person,steadily High school usageus,a® 

Homesteader's Bible noun the Eaton department store catalogue 
CANADA, 1987 

homesteader’s fiddle noun a cross-cut saw Canada, 1954 
home sweet home noun in circus and carnival usage, the final per¬ 
formance of a season us, mi 
hometown honey noun a college,student's date 

1968 
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home twenty | honk 


home twenty noun a person's home town. From citizens' band 
radio code in which 70' means 'location' us 1976 

homework noun ftrefllay us, 1993. ► bit of homework; piece of 
homework a pm 1 i ijectified exually uk. ms 
homewrecker noun r person wh in ith t married person 
leads to divorce, especially when there are children involved us txs 
homey; homie noun a male from your neighbourhood; a close male 
friend; a le ow youth gang member us. 1944 
homey, don’t play dat! don'l say that! A catchphrase from the 
television programme In Living Color us, 1990 
homicide noun I ler n 1 tine mi I ith prescription drugs, 
StKifhss scopol'amineijr strychnine uk iw 
homie noun atriffhpfxtel us. 1990 > 

homing pigeon noun the US armed forces insignia designating 
honourable discharge us. re-ft 

homintern noun e. A term 

CQinelrby W.FI. Auden, punning on ijftf Marxist 'cariiiotern’ •' 
- CSwvmunist; International us, ism 

homme noun a homosexual male. A pun on I rench homme (a man) 
aftflbthe first syllable of homosexual uk. 2m 
homo noun 1 a hoc losexila . especially a ma e homosexual us 1922. 

2 used as an insulting term of address to someone who is not 
hofpQSexuM'&i 1993 

homogrips noun sideburns m wZealand, ms 

homo-hater noun a person with a pathological dislike for homosex- 

homo heaven noun 1 als congregate 

in hopes of quick sex cry ms. 2 the upper balcony in a theatre 
patronised by homosexual mefijf,.m 
homosexual adapter noun i rnpuler i I- ilh either two male 
or two female connectors us, 1991 
hon noun used as a term of endearment A shortened 'honey'. 
Fiercely claimed by Baltimore, Maryland, as a Baltimore-coinage us, 

hon bun noun used as a term of endearment. A shortened ‘honey 
bunny' us, 1940s 

honcho noun a boss, a big-shot. From the Japanese term for 'a 
group at squad leader' us. ms 

Honda rice noun It 1 ligh-yielding riet of ice introduced in 
y.WtnadS.:|h the 1960s, doubling rice.production yields us, m 
hondo noun 1 an attractive, popular male > 2 a zealous 
enthusiast us. m 

honest noun chei 1, if I ie I.. luntain drink From the 

.American legend of George Washington’s honesty when asked as a 
Child if he cut down a cherry tree us. m 6 
honest adjective (used 01 a drug) mlabvely pure and undiluted us, 1970 
honest! I am speaking the truth!; I do mean it! A shortening of 

'honestly Ok 1937 

Honest Abe noun iienera 1 it 1 lliam Abrams Jr 
(1914-1974), Abrams succeeded General Westmoreland as U(S 
commander in Vietnam, where he championed thf: 
Vietnamisatidn of the war us, mi 

honest brakeman adjective 1 ; -1 11 I -1 1- in petty theft at 

work but not grand theft. From the faint praise - 'he worked for 
the railroad for tfegf years and never stole a boxcar’ Canada, 2002 
honest injun' used as a pledge 1 nplete honesty us. mi 
honest John noun 1 ; citizen us iss4. 

2 in a shoplifting operation, an honest-looking confederate who 
•#stfaisfe;$he store personnel us im 
honest kine? is that right? Hawaiian youth usage us. mi 
honestly! used as an expression of disgust, exasperation, unpleasant 
■surprise, etc uk ism 

honest reader noun a playing card with an unintentional 
imperfection that enables an observant player to identify it in 
another-player's hand us, ms 


honest squeeze noun An 

allusion to the George Washington myth involving the cutting 
down: of a cherry tree KJ 1952 

honest-to-God; honest-to-goodness adjective true, genuine, 
thorough, honest, truly, genuinely, thoroughly, honestly us, 1913 
honey noun 1 a sexua y attractive young woman Sometimes spelled 
'hunny' us, 1930. 2 a female surfer or a male surfer's girlfriend us, 
1986. 3a sexually desirable person uk Scotland, cos. 4 an 
'effeminate' lesbian us ;9zs. 5 used as a term of affectionate 
address uk, 1350. 6 anything considered pleasing, attractive, effective, 
etc us, ism >see: pot of honey 

honey bear noun a policewoman. Extended from bear (police) us 

honey blunt noun 1 ne outer leaves of a cigar 

which are then sealed with honey us 2003 
honey box noun the vagina us, 1959 

honey bucket noun 1 a portable toilet us me. 2 a chamberpot us 
1931. 3 a truck used to empty septic banks us, mi 
honey cart noun a vehicle hauling human excrement; a portable 
toilet US B29 

honey dipraun 1 1 ii 1 1 11 >man > nil me with a light 
brown skin colour us. 1993 

honey dipper noun the driver of a truck that drains septic tanks us 

honey dipping noun vaginal secretions us, 1949 
honey-fuck verb 1 to have sex in a slow, affectionate manner us. 1x4. 
2 to have sex with a Lolita-aged nymphet us, 1x7 

honey, I’m home! an entrance 

From the Dick Van Dyke Shim (1961 -66), a centrepiece in the 
golden age of the situation comedy on US television us rass 
honeyman noun a procurer of prostitutes; a man who makes his 
living off the earnings of prositutes us, m2 
honeymoon noun 1 

during the Vietnam war us is 2 the early period in a drug 
addiction us, 1952. 3 the first lew hands played by a new player in a 
poker game us, me 

honey oil noun the recreational drug ketamine US, 1994 
honey perrs noun tair Glasgo h ning slang, formed on a street- 
vendors cry for 'sweet pears' uk Scotland, 1996 
honeypot noun 1 I 1 t mu I as rhyming ingforTWAT 
(the vagina) ll certainly rhymes, but must surely be influenced - if 
not inspired - by senses that are conventional, figilflSive and 
tSlang. Found once in the UK in 1719, and then in general slang 
usage with 'candy' us, ms. 2 in male homosexual usage, the anus 
and rectum us mi. 3 a chamber pot us. 1954. 4 in Maine, a muddy 
^(I^BWtetroad t& im 

honey shot noun mi uni 11 iH 1 1 11 ie of a pretty girl or 
woman, usually a spectator at a sporting event us i9es 
honeytrap noun the seduction I 1 t ua ttractive person of a 
politican or othei prominent figure into dishonest or indiscreet 
behaviour Used- in conversation since the early 1990s nbw&alsno, 

honey wagon noun 1 -xcrement; a 

portable toilet us ms 2 a truck hauling beer us me. 3 a catering 
trj|p%;.^; 

Hongcouver nickname 

Canada Canada. 2002 

Hong Kong verb I id< ifer< 1 Rhyi lin I ngfor pong uk 1992 
Hong Kong adjective wrong, Rhyming slang uk im 
hong-yen noun I 1 pill form us 1949 

honk noun pleasure; enjoyment us 1964 

honk verb 1 2 

vomit uk mu. 3 lo fart Also used as a noun. I rom the noise of 
geese - lowflylng geese may be offered as art excuse - or W 
(to smell), ms. 4 lo smel badly Australia, 1977. s to inhale drugs, 
originally through the nose (is 1 ■ s. 6 when flying an aeroplane or 










honked | hooker 


340 


helicopter, to pull, to jerk, to yanki is, 1946. 7 in drag racing, to 
defeat us, mi. ► honk your horn 10 gian ,1 man's penis us. m>. 

► honk your lot to vomit An ela.. I honkuk 1974 

honked adjectr 

honked off adjective angry us. ms 

honker noun 1 the penis us, mu. 2 ihe nose us, m2. 3 expectorated 
sputum us, i98i. 4 a goose us, mi. 5 a large and powerful wave us. 

19 9 i. 6 in drag racing, .1 fast stock car us, 19m 
honkersnoun Irunl in I i in li 1 1 honk i m it) as a 
side-effect of drunkenness. Used in the mltTfeyiibr 'very drunk’-yK. 

Honkers nickname Hong Kong Mi dm v, especially used by officers us 

honking adjective 1 y UK- SCOTLAND, 1985. 

2 very large us. ism 

honk on verb in the usage of youthful model road racers (slot car 

t racers), to race fetus 1997 

Honky noun a person from Hong Kong Australia, 2003 

honky; honkie; honkey noun a white person. Usually not said with 
kindness, especially when used to describe ,1 member of the white 
ruling class us. is* 

honky nut noun hi estern Au ralia a large gumnut (the hard, 
dried, inedible fruit 0! a eucalyptus tree) Australia, 1996 
honky-tonk noun a saloon, dance-hall or gambling-house. Also used 


hoo-ahl used for expressing enthusiastic approval us. 1991 
hoobly goobly noun nonsense QSjs^s 
hooch; hootch noun 1 alcohol us 1915. 2 a peasant hut; a small, 
improvised shelter Korean and then Vietnam war usage us. m2. 

3 marijuana. Sometimes variant 'hoochie' us, 1972 
hooch dog noun i marijuana irette us. i9» 
hooched-upad/ect/Vedrun From hooch m i holi< drin il in 
the UK, a brand name alcoholic drink popular with young drinkers) 

hooch girl noun i mu i i 11 i 11 i ho rked a r maid 
or did laundry for US troapsys, m 
hooch-head noun a drunkard us, is* 

hoochie noun in British Co umbia fishing, a soft plastic lure with 
tentacles Canada, ixs >see: hootchie 
hoochy koochy noun a Sexually suggestive dancdUS isss 
hood noun i a neigh I urh >< pecial in n urban ghetto us. 7967. 

2 a rough street youth; a criminal A shortened 'hoodlum' us, isso. 

3 the penis. West Indian and lIK black usage Collected from a UK 

prisoner in May 2002 Jamaica, 199 5 . 4 the chest us > 9 ®. 5 heroin uk 
2003. 6 a 12 ounce bottle fbeer ► under the hood 

literally,-flying by instrumentation; figuratively, operating without 

, exactly what is gpfrjg ort us me 

hoodie noun a eatshirt 1 1 ith a hood us, 1993 

hoodish adjective tQUgh, criffliHaf;tf2p967 
hood lifter noun a motor mechanic us, 1971 
hoodlum noun a ruffian, a gangster especia ly if dangerous. Probably 
from a printing-error on a reversal of Muldoon (a known gangster's 
Baffle), thus 'noodlum', hence 'hoodlum'; of other folk- 
etymologies only a gang-cry of 'huddle 'em!' is moderately 
convincing-ylf, ?87r 

hoodoonounan ut ppin 11 I 111 desolate western Canadian 
and USt 

hoodratnouni 1 tough >uth who [ 1 the fleets of his inner- 

city neighbourhood, in search of trouble and fun us, 1997. 2 a pro- 
•jfiijppous ‘#1## 

hooer; hoor noun 1 tore. Repr nting a sp ing pronunciation of 
'whore'. This came to be ,1 genera term of abuse and was applied 
notedly to women, but also to men Australia, 1952 


hooer lure noun ;s of typical 

hockey player talk, the word 'hOOBf'' may refer to any woman, no|, 
just a prostitute Canada, 1991 

hooey noun in 2 d around three feet 

of an animal, secured with a half hitch Canada, 1987 
hoof noun 1 a I 2 

islands, 1985. ► on the hoof i in i i mute on the 
streets os 1977. 2 on the spot, spontaneously. I rom the literal sense 
of the term, applied to cattle 01 swine, meaning 'alive' us, 1992. 

► the hoof 

hoof verb 1 to dance u\ me. 2 to walk uk mi 

hoof and toof noun I armers' use uk, 2001 

hoofer noun a pi fe nal dancer, espe II r tap dancer us, me 

hoofprint noun in tprmt tha.. identified r or surmised to 

be made by Viel Cong or North Vietnamese soldiers os, 19® 
hoof up verb rose, to snort. 

Possibly from a mispronunciation of 1 ioover uk, 2002 
hoo-ha noun a fuss or commotion; nonsense uk, 1931 
hoo-haw noun I - 11 I >ute< WA DA 1959 

hoo-ing and ha-ing noun a commotion, the making ofafuss. From 
the noun hoo-ha uk. 2000 

hook noum in a pickpocket team the ifede ite who actually 
makes the theft uk rasa. 2a thief Origina y applied specifically to 
a pickpocket uk m, . 3 a shoplifter us mi. 4 a linger the hand. 
Usually used in ihe plural uk 1829. 5 a key or lockpick us. 1970. 6 in 
the used car .business, a person who reverses tftgrnileometer 
(odometer) to reduce the mileage shown us, 1992. 7 a person who 
strives to be thal which he is not us. 1989. 8 a prostitute. A 
shortened hooker us ms. 9a contact in the police department 
with influe 10 ind the ability 

to protect New York police slang us 1997. 11 a telephone or 
telephone call 12 Vietnam war 

usage us, 1968. 13 a railway demolition crane us cm. 14a razor us, 
m2. 15 t 16 a chevron insignia 

us, 1947. 17 the grade 'C us, ms. 18 a feature in a computer or 
computer program designed to facilitate later changes or 
enhancement ( 19 in it ter e indie the stage in the 

Swindle when the victim is fully ifommitted to the scheme us ism. 
20 in pointspreads established by bookmakers in sports betting, 
half a point 21 ick or knave 

us, 1961. ► off the hook 1 j- 

ation ui - 2 ► on the hook 1 in 

debt us, 1957. 2 in love, feen slang 1 is. 1 9; 1. 3 being lowed by a tow 
truck uk 1951. 4 skipping school us, 1906 
hook verb i to addict, us IMP. 2 to inject, by hypodermic needle us, 
m3. 3 to snare in a swindle uk 1730. 4 to steal us 1951. 5 to take, but 
not necessarily to steal uk mi. . 6 to engage in prostitution us, 1959. 

7 to ride a racehorse so that il wi I lose Australia, 1982. 8 In trucking, 
to shift gears. Most often heard as 'hook Hr into high' us, 1971. 9 to 
arrest us ms. ► hook a barracuda to locate and show a 
gratuitous television view of a pretty girl or WQhnlB, usually a 
specfpjfr'it a sporting event us, 1986 
hook and book verb to handcuff and arrest a criminal suspect us, 

hook and bullet crowd noun hunters and recreational fishermen, 
collectively as a lobbying M i'us 1990 
hooked adjective i ill id lo drug Originally i transitive verb - 
the drug hooking thfjpgfson - but that formation is long 
forgotten in the US us 1922. 2 'addicted' to anything non-addictive 
UK 1984. 3 obsessed by an activity or a person. Figurative appli¬ 
cation of the sense 'addicted to drugs’ uk cm. 4 taken care of us 
1989. 5 put together or arranged well us 2002. 6 (of a shot in pool) 
obstructed us, 1979 

hooker nouni 1 pr itut I bat In 11 n the conventional 
sense of 'hook 1 jjta lure); possibly reinforced by now obsolete slang; 
'hook' (td- rob); and with reference to Coriear’s Hook, popularly The 
Hook, an area of New fork City known for prostitution us, 1 »«. 2 in 
a deck of playing cards, a queen. An evolved form of the more 
common whore us 19 67. 3 a towing truck us ms. 4 a shunter (a 
locomotive- used for moving train carriages arjwfjCt a shunting 
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yard) Railwaymen's term UKrno 5 on ,1 moped, a modified 
exhaust pipe 6& 6 the lurid. A vananl of the more 

common hook us, 1959. 7 a strong alcoholic drink wc m3. 8 a ciga¬ 
rette. Teen slang us. m 

hooknose noun t > ish person ffensi based on a stereotyped 

racial characteristic us; w 

hook-off-the-nail noun ack, ready to wear 

BAHAMAS, 1982 

hooks no™ in electric and telephone line work, climbing irons us. 

hook shop noun a brothel. From hooker (prostitute) us. iss9 

hook up recall mee neone meet me ne and have sex 
us. 1986. 2 to work in partnership us, 1996. 3 to arm yourself us. 1973. 
4 In drag racing and motor racing, to achieve maximum traction 
l&.nto. s to provide us, -is® 

hooky; hookey adjective criminal, stolen, counterfeit. Plays on bent 

hooky bob verb in icy winter conditions, to grab the bumper of a 
passing car and use your lee: as skis as you are pulled along us, 


hooley noun 

hoolie noun a hooligan uk 79% 

hooligan noun in motor racing on a dirt track, a consolation race us 

hooly-dooly; hooley-dooley wow! Australia. 1965 
hoon noun 1 a man who lives off the earnings of prostitutes: a pimp 
Australia. 1949. 2 a loud ignorant lout; a hooligan. Origin unknown 
Australia. 1938. 3 a person who drives recklessly Australia, 7985. 4 a 
trip In a motor vehicle taken for the pleasure of, especially fast, 

MlVing)C8«4l^ 7996. 
hoon verb to drive recklessly Australia, 1992 
hoonah light noun in the pornography industry, a light used to 
illuminate the genitals of the performers us 1995 
hoondom noun an assembly oPlouts NBwzmAND, m3 
hoonered adjective drunk UR, 2003 
hoon ing noun 

hoonish adjective \d0S&bNmi : ZEAtAND 1970 
hoonmobile noun a lout-driven car new Zealand, 1993 
hoop noun 1 in ( anal English 

for three centuries, and then ascended to criminal slang us me. 

2the rectum as a place to hide prison contraband us 1939. 3a 
jockey AijsimuA, mi 

hoopdee noun a new, late-model car-us; 
hooped adjective drunk NEWIZEAlMlD. 1998: 
hoopie noun a l it ni m i I er more time and 
effort buying equipment and cldijfhg than actually bicycljhg Us; 

hoopla noun a mm n Originall th 1 mated with the 
fairground game of tossing hoops over blocks us, im 
hoopie noun a feci a doltus w 
hoopie head noun an idiot us, 1935 

hoop rod noun a car. Formed from hot rod and hoopty usji&i 
hoops noun handcuffs us, ism 

hoop snake noun 1 111 111 il sna hat I I 1 1 • n tail and rolls. 

A tale told to impress and frighten gr 

example of the story (though not theterm itself) can be fount In 
t® Janies,. The Vagabond Papers, 18/ 7 Australia 2 m 
hoopsy-coopsy adjective druit^«ajCj5WWS'79£2 
hoopty noun IS, 1970 

hoor; hure noun a whore. Variant early Spellings from C14 ami Cl 5, 
■surviving id current Irish slang uk 1937 
hoo-raw noun a fight, a dispute Canada, 1958 
hooray noun good news uk m3 


hooray goodbye Australia, ms 
hooray Henry; hooray noun 1 n k 0 th upp r-classe 
exhibits a superior or anti-social manner Coined as 'Hoorah 
Henry 1 by Damon Runyon in the Story Tight Shoes, 1936 ; maiftfy; 
UK usage uk im 

hooride verb in a group, to berate and humiliate someone us, 1997 
hooroo goodbye AUStmitAtm 
hooroos noun phlegm nqmedlkMand, 1992 

hoor's melt; whore's melt; whoor's melt noun a contemptiU|ii 
person. Combines moor (a prostitute, perhaps implying no more 
than a female) with 'melt' (spawn, offspring); alternatively 'melt' 
may derive from Old English milte (the spleen) or as a dialect word 
for 'the tongue' Ireland, mt 

hoose noun in ; ker 1 land 1 1 11 It nds of the same 
rank and a pair. Khttvn conventionally as ar'fyll 'house' yj, 
hoose verb irce Barbados, 1965 

hoosegow noun a jail or prison. A corruption of the Spanish juzgado 
(court or tribunal) US, 1908 

hoot noun i a ct ften used in a 

sarcastic or condescending tone us m2. 2 an inhalation of 
marijuana Canada 200. 3 a little bit Generally used in phrases that 
have a negative intenfesatti as 'notgive a hoot', 'not eare two 
hoots', etc us, is/ 8 . 4 money Australia, mi 
Hoot noun a men 1 1 1 he Hut rian Brethrer The Hutterites are 
an Anabaptist group that believe in communsl living, they;are 
found in rural areas of the CSfiSdian prairies and the American 
states of l#ontaha, Washington, fckjrjh Dakota and Minnesota us r 

hootched adjective drunk US. 1993 

hootchie; hoochie; hootchy mama noun a young woman, 
especially when easily available for sex us. 1990 
hootchie-coo noun sex Us. 1990 

hootchy-kootchy; hootchie-coochie noun a sexually attractive 

r sprsors as w® 

hootenananny noun in oil dri ling, any complicated piece of 
equipment that the speaker cannot identify by name us, 1928 
hooter nouni ihe nose In senses both actual and figurative; from 
the trumpeting noise emitted when blown uk ms. 2 cocaine. The 
drug is sniffed up the hooter (nose) us, 1979. 3 a large marijuana 
cigarette us, 1986. 4 a parly us n/s. s a toilet new Zealand, tut 
hooters noun female braastSFUS 19m 
hootie mac noun marijuana us 1996 

hooting noun in urfing 1 uf il if compliment the quality of a 
wave or a ride on the wave us, 1988 
hoover noun 1 any vacuum cleaner. A widely used generic, from 
Hodvep a manufacturer of brand name vacuum cleaners since: 
1908 uk, 1999. 2 the nose uk im 

hoover verb it .almost the 

generic, from Hoovei™ vacuum cleaners uk 1939. 2 to suck out to 
remove by suction Australia, 1 197. 3 to extract; to draw out us, ms. 

4 to inhale drugs. I run the similarity to a 'hoover' (a vacuum 
cleaner) cleaning up dust us. m2, s to eal or drink greedily. From 
!|§e similarity to a 'hoover' (a vacuum cleanerjs indiscriminate 
method of swallowing anything in its path us 7986 . 6 to perform 
tygi sex on a man. From the supposed 1 si mi lariat jS, a 'hooved |a 
vacuum cleaner)':; suction ui 199. 7 to perform an abortion. An 
railusfijB id the branded vacuum cleaner us, 20m 
hoover d'amour noun an act of oral sex on a man. From the 
supposed similarity to a vacuum cleaner's suction;, tent romance 
by the French 'ePfoyef at 1992 
hoozy adjective absent-minded us 2003 

hop noun 1 a narcotic - opiun m hine r her inus.1m.2a 
dance, a party uk 1731. 3 in handball, a ball which breaks to the left 
or right after rebounding off the front wal us 4 in crams, a 
one-roll bet on the next roll us, us/. ► on the hop playing truant 







hop | horrendous 


342 


hop verb 1 to work as a car hop at a drive-in restaurant where 
customers are served in their carst is. ,m. 2 10 go, to travel uk nz>. 
3 to flee or escape us. 1950. 4 in horse racing, to administer an 
illegal drug to a horse, either a stimulant or a depressant us, 1976. 

► hop 'n' pop ill the ripcord 

within three ► hop a 

hole (used of a I 1 in inball 1 1 in rnd then keep moving 

out of an ejecting hoi I 11 1 ligh >ci 1977 ►hop 

bells to work in 1 1 1 I 1 bell hof ► hop in for your 

chop ► hop into the 

horsecollar 

horsecollar (the vagi na) Australia, 1971. ► hop it; 'oppit to 
depart, especial 1 epart ;u ► hop the train to 

ride the subway (untjsrgrtxjnd) without paying the fare us. 1995 

hop-and-drop noun 1 1 I --- 1 tobago. 1951. 2 a 

limp BARBADOS, 198$ 

hop and pop verb 10 wake up and spring into action us run 
hopdogroun afitjpium addict us 1946 

hop e noun ► not a hope in hell! noi a chancel, not a hope! uk, 

hopeless adjective incompetent uk, 1922 
hope-to-die noun 1 | 11 1 uamanti | trtner us. mi 

hop gun noun a syringe used by intravenous drug users us 1949 
hophead noun 1 111 piun 1 I li 1 il 1 ely and more 
commonly, a user of marijuana or other drug us, 1901. 2 a heavy 
drinker Australia, 19 5/. 3 in horse racing, a horse that only performs 
well when under the influence of a simulant us rs»z 
hop in verb t I mm ii i i ill I eating of a meal 
AUSTRALIA, 193 9 

hop into verb to attack a person, task, meal, etc, with vigour 
AUSTRAiMmS 

hop it!; hoppit! go away! Used as an injunction, exclamation or 
both uk 1914 

hop it and scram; hop it noun ham, Riiyjnjfiliif jang. UK 1992 
hop off verb to launch an attack us 1918 
hop out verb to crash (an aeroplane) us, )9S6 
hop-pad noun an optunt^fertfs im 

hopped; hopped up adjective under the influence of drugs us ms 
hopped up adjective M i MU " 

performance us, mi 

hopper noun 1 a kangaroo or walla! 2 a cai shock 

absorber us, 

hopper fill heist noun an aiiempi 1 iefraud 1 mo by sitting at 
a slot machine with a winning combination showing that has paid 
off partially but requires additional cdfesto be added to complete 
t|e payoff us 1999 

hoppers noun tr nd barbuda, ms 

hopping adjective extremely busy Ireland, 2003 

hopping John noun a stew made of boiled pig's feet, black-eye peas 

hopping mad adjective very angry- as ?e# 
hopping pot; hopping noun the lot. Rhyming slang uk wi 
hoppo-bump verb to bump into another (or fun. From the name of 
a child's game in which players hop on one eg and bump into 
eachcother Australia, ms 

hops noun beer us, m2. ► on the hops on A drinWng binge 

AUSTRALIA, 1930 

hopscotch noun from the name of 

a traditional children's game uk, ms 
hopscotcher noun a carnival worker who moves from one carnival 
to another us, im 

hop squad noun a narcotics squad within a police department us 


hop stop noun in -ill ill a irief release of an extended flipper to 
prevent a ball from rolling up off the end us 1977 


hoptoad verb on the railways, to derail us 1946 

hoptoadsnoun iii, I e I ere I 1 heating us, 1953 

hop up verb in hot rodding, to increase the power of an engine us 

horizontal orfyect/Ve asleep us, mu ► get horizontal to sleep! US, 

horizontal bop noun sexual intercourse tig ,$!#■ ■ 

horizontal exercise noun sexual irter&we us, mi 
horizontal folk-dancing noun sexual intercourse, lovemaking 

AUSTRALIA, 1992 

horizontal gymnastics noun sexual intercourse dif io 9 t 
horizontal lubricant adjective any alcoholic diwk or drinks, 
especially in the adjectival phrase 'nicely irrigated'with.honzontat 
lubricant' uk 2002 

horizontal manoeuvres noun ual int 1 m e Military origins uk 


horizontal refreshment noun sexual intercourse uK.iss9 

horizontal rumble noun sexual intercourse US, a® 

hork verb to spil hence t nit riation of conventional'hawk' 

(to clear your throat) us, 2001 

Horlicksnouna me irigir ill 1 iper 1 iciety usage of a 
brand name; Horlicks™ is a malted food drink. Usage here is prob¬ 
ably inspired by the salacious possibilities of the separated sylaSMi 
'whore licks’ and a vague assonance to 'bollocks' (to'ftif|s up) uk 

horn noun 1 the penis, the erect penis; lust uk 1594. 2 adultery 
Trinidad and tobago, is57. 3 the nose uk 1823. 4 any implement used 
for snorting powdered narcotics us, 1977. 5 a pipe used to smoke 
crack cocaine us - u 6 the telephone us, mi. 7 a trumpet; hence 
any brass or wind instrument; occasiona v .1 piano. Jazz slang uk 
966 ► around the horn 1 all parts of a 

partner's body, for the UK, Round the Horne was an innuendo- 
driven radio comedy originally broadcast from 1965“®'i/g«6. 

2 from one location to another, in quick succession us. 1942. 3 in 
craps, a single-roll bet on (he 2, 3, 11 and 12 us dig. 4 in baseball, 
around the infield positions. After an out made at first base, if 
there are no runners on base the defensive team typically throws 
the bail 'around the horn' us 1/950. ► put the horns on; put 
horns on 1 tc a cuckold uk 

1959. 2 (used of a superstitious gambler) to engage in a personal 
ritual designed to break a-stfeak of bad luck us 1949 
horn verb 1 to inhale (a drug) through (he nose us 197,7. 2to commit 
adultery trinidad and tobago, im 

hornbag noun a r e 11 illy rttra ti 1 I 1 hi exed person Australia, 

horndog noun a person who Is obsessed with sex us. 1984 

horner man; horner woman noun an adulterer 

TOb/nsO), 1990 

horn in verb lo intrude upon, lo interfere us. mu 

horning noun heroin- UK ms 
horn movie noun a pornographic j*z 

horn pill noun an illegedl iphrodisiac tablet for men Claimed to 
give the horn (an erection) uk mi 
hornrim noun an intellectual us. 1974 

horny adjective 1 desiring sex us, mo. 2 of an erotic or pornographic 
image, sexually stimulating. I rom the horn (the erect penis) that 
results uk. urn ► sleep horny ked (and be 

sensually aware ol it) ijk ms 

horny man noun \ euphemistic 

allusion to the dev by those engaged in the illegal production of 
1974 

horny-mone noun he tbstance that drives a cow to mate, to go 
into heat. A humorous corruption of 'hormone' Canada, 1992 
horny porny noun pornography us, m 

horrendous adjective terrible. A blend of the conventional 'horrible' 
and 'stupendous’ us, ms 
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Horrids | hosing 


Horrids nickname H n t epartment rein m lit,bridge, West 
London. Jocular usage, mainly by those who can't afford to shop 
Iftere; the-word play is enhanced by biasssensitivities as 'horrid' is 
considered part of a socially superior vocabulary uk 7996 
horrie noun 1 I 1 1 1 I in 1 1 rve that reaks suddenly 

AUSTRAL IA, 20)3 

horries noun 1 the ll-eflfed 1 dunking or drug¬ 

taking. From 'honor' south Africa, 1959. 2a phobia, a horror of 
something, 'horror' s&umA frica. 1971 

horror noun 1 a m hi 11 per.iall ten addressed to a 

child uk 7879. 2 an extremely unattractive woman who is seen as a 
sex object, especially one who-is ravaged by agbwc-2®2 
horror adjective great, wonderful A eonlracl on of horrorshow uk, 

horrors noun 1 >m alcohol or 

drug addiction. Noted specifically of withdrawal from - amphet¬ 
amines or heroin us, 1339. 2 the bleed period of the menstrual 
cycle. Schoolgirl use uk, 1980. 3 acute psychosis caused by amphet- 
arnjneSwglbzs 

horrorshow adjective great, wonderful. Ultimately from Russian 
khorosho (good); coined by Anthony Burgess (1917-93) for the 
novel A Clockwork Orange, 1962. Adopted in US teen slang iftitei' 
1990s UK, m 

hors d’oeuvre noun drugs in:capsule formas, 79® 
horse noun 1 hero'll 21 nil rllnei I bal In 

I I in I 1 3 a prostitute An evolution of the stable 

as a group of prostitutes us. 7957. 4 a prostitute's customer. Used by 
prostitutes south Africa, 1946. 5 a large manor 7947. 6an 
affectionate male term of address Ireland, 2003. 7 in circus and 
carnival usage, one thousand dollars us mi. 8 a person who 
smuggles contraband Into prison us mi. 9 in bar dice games, a 
turn of rolling the dice us 1976. 10 a poker player with a reputation 
for stinginess us 1988. 11 a I ore Mustang car or 797s. 12 in 
television and' fit-rn,- -making, s®(®nd that holds film.reels while the 
film is fed through a viewer us. mi. 13 a knife or improvised sharp 
instrument us, 1973 

horse verb 1 to thrash, to defeat absolutely uk Scotland, 2002. 2 to 
%ilnj to destroy. Extended- from' the previous sense uk scmiMiB r 

horse and buggy; horse and wagon noun heroin and th<j; 

equipment needed to prepare and inject it us, 798-7 
horse and carriage noun a garage. Rhyming slang (the rhyme is 
accurate when spoken m a London accent), ijk 1992 

horse and cart; horse verb 1 1.0 starl uk r». 2 to fart. Rhyming 
slang; reduced to fts%st element, usVally in the past tense uk 1992 
horse and trap noun 1 ang for crap, 

a rarer form of pony and trap uk nsi. 2 gonorrhoea. Rhyming 
slang for clap uk, tmr 

horse and trough noun a cough l^ntning slang uk m2 
horse around; horse about verb to fool around us 7 900 
horse ass noun an 1 1 ig it all; not ling Bahamas, m2 
horse bite noun heroin An elaboration of horse (heroin) uk 2002 
horse blanket noun a filming technique employed to soften faces 

horse box noun Thorenson 

ferry/ship's efpjie room that contains the engine controls, alarms, 
etc. Used by ferry crews UKim 

horsecock noun 1 a sausage us, urn. 2 a wooden club us, mo. 3 in oil 
drilling, a nipple used 10 connect hoses us 1954 
horsecollar noun 1 1 hovering helicopter 

to the ground or sea below ; 7 ,.. .. 2 the vagina, especially large or 
distended external female genitals. The shape provides a simij fca| ' 
1994. 3 in an athletic contest, a failure lo score u:s, 1907. 4 in hot 
redding, the grille from an Edsei autometefe, popular for 
customising other cars us 7965 

horsed adjective heroin-intoxicated. From horse (heroin) uk 7962 

horse doofers; horses doovers noum|rJ*s d'oeyfsj. Jocular 
mispronunciations uk, 19s 


horsefeathers noun 1 phemism for 

HORSESHIT US 7927 

horse feed noun 111 n u ind mi il u - r business us, 7987 
horsefuck verb to have sex from behind and with great vim us 1973 

horsehead noun 1 2 leroin user. A 

straightforward combination of horse (heroin) and -head (a User) 


horse hockey! used for expressing dr 
Colonel Sherman Potter on M*A*S*H (CBS, 1972-83). Repeated 
'$ftfi referential 796 4 

horse-holder noun in 1 1 tanl to a high-rankir military officer us 

horse off verb 1 1.II0 I.graze in a field, thus ruining it for 

cowl' tifittiihe crop grows back Canada, m7 
horse piddle noun ; as rhyming 

■Slang UK m2 

horse pill noun the large range anti-malarial pill ichloioquine- 
primaquine) taken once a week by US troops in Vietnam us 1990 
horse piss noun cheap alcoholic drink, or a brand you don't drink 

horse radish noun heroin us m> 

horse room noun mill ill tin | 1 1 1 here bets can be 

placed and collected on horse races os t9$o 

horse’s noun HORSE'S HOOF 

MSrmUA. 5960 

horses noun ih n 1 11 lave beer rltered 1 heating by omitting 
key losing combinations us jsw 
horse's arse; horse's ass noun a person who is not liked eik , 
trusted; an idiot; someone deserving of a generally abusive epithet 

horseshit; horseshite noun nonsense im 
horseshit verb to deceive, to tease. In the nature of bullshit us mu 
Horseshit Man noun Ho- Chi Minh A phonetic approximation used 
by troops in Vretnamus 1991 

horse’s hoof; horses noun 1 Rhyming slang for 

POOF AUSTRALIA, 1944 

horsespot noun the vagina us. 7998 

horse-to-horse adjective in 1 In- mpari 1 r competition us, 
horticulturalist noun in pool, a player who wins 'tSSSey betting us. 


HO's noun hangers-on attached to a rock band UK ms 
hose noun the penijsis, .7923 

hose verb-1 to copulate 11 1 1 inally 1 2 to shoot with an 

automatic weapon. Sometimes heard as tteamore elaborate 
'hosepipe' uk 1 1 3 to swindle; to cheat us 7 to. 4 lo laugh 

► hose yourself to get drunk 

AUSTRALIA, 7979 

hosebag noun 1 1 ii n ite < ..1 1 man A conventional 

'bag', punning on bag (a promiscuous woman), is a container for a 
hose (penis), us, m 

hosed adjective drurffe US; 7987 

hose down rer&to rain heavily newzeaianO, ms 

hose in verb 

hose job noun 1 oral sex on a man us. 1978. 2 a bad situation; a situ¬ 
ation in which you are cheated or swindled us, 7989 
hose off verb to annoy or make angry new Zealand, 1959 
hoser noun 1 an uncouth, dim person Popularised by Bob and Doug 
McKenzie's 'Great White North’ television skit Canada, i 9 si. 2 a 
-male with sexual experience and expati-se us kos 
hosing verb to beat us, mr 





hospital | hot karl; hot carl 


344 


hospital noun i i ill An labashed uphemism s 1959 2 in a 
smuggling operation, the place where the smuggled goods are 
picked up us. 1 X 6 

hospital hold noun an: unsafe grip on a tool us. m 3 
hospital passnouni the rest isibilit ra ntr iversial projector 
task. Such a responsibility wi I inevitably draw down painful and 
wounding criticism. Denves'ftom an American football usage us. 
2003. 2 In team sports, a dangerously made pass which allows the 
opposition a good chance at defence. So called'teausepf the risk 
Pf injury to the receiver Australia, im 
hoss noun i used item faddre man to man us, 1834. 

2 heroin. In colloquial US speech, 'hoss' is a shortened form of 
horse (heroin) us i960 
hossie noun a hospital acswswa ixt 
hostess noun a prostitute US, isst 

hostess with the mostest noun a good hostess. An apparently 
irresistible reduplication iitftw US, going 'host With the most’ one; 
better tistm 

hostie noun an air hostess Australia. i%o 

hostile adverb ► go hostile 10 lose youi leTiper new Zealand, ms 

hostile! used for expressing strong approval us ms 

hostilish adjective > TRINIDAD AND 

TOBAGO. 1960 

hot noun a hot meal us, me. 

hot adjective 1 stolen 2 nted I he p I eus. ms 3suspect 

uk 1996 . «dangerous for crimina activity uk i 6 is. 5 dangerous to 
Other chMihals because of co-operation with the police as- 
s under enemy lire. Although a critica term in the Vietnam war, It 
was coined not there, but in the US Civil War 100 years earlier as 
1864. 7 (used of a weapons system) activated, armed us m2. 

8 poisoned UK 20012. 9 good us. ruo. 10 excellent; used for describing 
music or musicians that create excitement us isoo. 11 (used of 
jazz) traditional and spirited, as opposed to modern us 1924. 

12 popular as, mu 13 sexual sensuous vs; mu. 14 (used of a 
striptease dance) ve iv sexual us, 19 is attractive, good-looking us 
1982. 16 angry uk. 12 / 1 . 17 brief, quick us. ruo. 18 in sports betting, 
generating heavy betting, fav: »v 19 11 el of a set in the 

television and I1I11 in I 1 11 lull | n 1 I Mining US, 1977. 

20 ► hot as Mapp's mill-yard 

hot air noun spoken nonsense, Inconsequential speech, meaningless 

hot and bothered adjective sexually aroused uk im 
hot and cold noun 1 or injection. 

Based on the initials us mo. 2 gold Rhyming slang, often reduced 
to its fist element uk mi 
hot and heavy adjective passionate as; mi 
hot and stuck adjective said of a player who is losing badly in a 
game of pcjksf us, i 982 

hot-arsed adjective III III Ul -II ll I I IV lustful UK 1683 

hot ass noun a tin kettle with a large bottom Canada, 1973 
hot bed noun oroper regis¬ 

tration procedures and rented more than once a day; a room in a 
sfiiap boardi ng fiowifcas- im 

hot box noun 1 1 I ited vagin i exually excited female 

us, /964. 2 a prison cell used foi solitary confinement us, m3. 3 a 
small: room or enclosed space where marijuana is smoked 

hot boy noun a thief known to the at 
hot-bunk verb to sleep in turns or rotation on a bunk or in a 
Stewing bag us, ms 

hot buns noun a male homosesEUiil us, 1990 


hot cheque noun a forged cheque or one intentionally drawn with 
insufficient funds to cover payment us, 1972 
hot chrome noun a car that giriroS- 1954 

hot cross bun noun 1 a gun. F 2 the sun. 

Rhyming slang UK ruo. 3 son Rtlyming s aiig ; sc mi. 4 run, as in 
'on the run' from the police. Rhyming slang Sometimes simply 

hot damn!; hot dang!; hot diggity damn!; hot damn and 
double damn! used foi 
rbp^WRliy anger us im 

hot damn, Vietnam! 11 I 1 in up ise, shock or dismay. 

'Vietnam' is lengthened to three syllables as, 1972 
hot deck noun logs piled up for immediate loading British 

>see: COLD DECK 

hot diggety!; hot diggety dog!; hot diggety doggity! used for 
registering pleasure or astonishment Compounding, and linking 
HOT DAMN! and HOT DOGI 

hot dinner noun 1 used a eater experi¬ 

ence of ah, activity than either that of someone else or a -lotional 
average uk 1959. 2 a winner Rhyming slang uk 1992 
hot dog nouni i ;erved In a 

bread-roll. I he term arose a: Yale University in 1894 and was 
quickly embraced by students at other colleges. Past suggestk*#. 
that the term arose at New York's. Polo Grounds have been 
disproved by US slang lexicographers Barry Popik and Gerald 
Cohen as, im. 2 a skilled and cocky pe son defined as much by 
their cockiness as their skill as *. 3 a police officer as, 2001. 4 a 
pornographic book or magazine us is74 
hot dog vert to perform in a flashy manner that displays your skill. 

Surfing slang in wider usage us mi 
hot-dog adjective given to showing offSS'ffl^;' 
hot dog! used lu reg tering delight pleasure or ipproval as, 1906 
hotdog book noun 
mastufbatirtgas, 1*7 
hot dogger noun an expert surfect4;'!963 

hot dope noun heroin A combination of hot (excellent) and dope 
(drugs) Off; 1998 

hot dose noun a fata injection ol a narcotic that has been 
adulterated with a: poison as; 1995 
hotel noun a jail iMirtsts, 

hotel barber noun 1 rooms Australia, ms 

hotel parental noun our j irent I >use. Man parents complain 
that their house is treated as a hotel; this youth coinage confirms 
parental suspicions vk 1999 

hotels noun in h 11 tice game 1 II from the up in which some 
dice are stacked on top of others, invalidating the roll as, ws 

hot fish yoghurt noun semen uk. 2001 

hotfoot noun a prank in which a matchbook is lit and inserted in to 
an unsuspecting victim's shoe os 1934 
hotfoot verb to move Ouitkly US, 1896 
hot footer noun 11 -I I h 1 n 1 erpetual hurry as, rsM6 
hot fudgey noun a savoury piece of gpssip us, 1994 
hot-fuel verb to fuel an aircraft while the engine is running as, 1990 
hot funky noun a sexually attractive, sexually available woman us, 1993 
hot hay noun marijuana us, fM 

hot-hot adjective / reduplication 

hothouse noun the vagina us, 2001 

hot karl; hot carl noun ai 1 ict i deft iting in - ual partner; an 
act of defecating on a person who is. asleep; an act of hitting 
sapifibne with a sock full of human excrement in Chicago, tfa 
comedy troupe Hot Karl have been in existence since 1999; a 
humorous reference to scatalogical practice is inferred but not con¬ 
firmed. The earliest unequivoca usage is on Hie Internet in 2002. 
(i$r> 2004 a white rapper called Hot Kart is noted; also tee-shirts with 
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Hotlanta | house 


the'image of a pile of steaming faeces andtfre slogan 'hot carl' us 
Hotlanta nickname Atlanta, Georgians 

hot-lap verb [rack fast before a 

race or qualifying run starts, testing the car's performance us, 197.5 
hot lead noun bullets us, 1949 
hot-lot verb lo move quickly, to hurry us <9 72 
hot mix noun in rucking hoi pi lit being transported to a 
construction jitefiS- iszr 

hot mouth noun a tendency to speak without editing trinidadand 
TOBAGO, 1988 

hotness noun sc ► the hotness 

an [excellent example of something us, 2003 
hot-nose verb 111 -in imba < ippr ici rom behind and below, 
rasing tip in front of and ahead of the target plane us, 1990 
hotnot noun a bl i k[ i. Offensive, ir nltir 1 rm Hottentot (an 
indigenous people of South Africa) south Africa, im 
hot nuts noun i ntenst male ral lesire us 1935 
hot pants noun 1 sexual d^ 111- 211 it kimpy shorts as a 

r:;r r 11 gIy erer 11 igi I, .1 :n 1 h1 1 )i 1 v rg, no douhl nu Idle 
sexual sense uk 1970 

hot peas noun the knees. Glasgow rhyming slang us ms 
hot peckers noun hot peppers Limited usage, but clever us ms 
hot pee; hot piss noun a pressing desire to urinate trinidad and 

TOBAGO, 1990 

hot-pillow adjective said of a hotel or motel that rents rooms for sex¬ 
ual liaisons for cash, without registering thtyjijests using the room 

hot pit noun in m 1 1 1 1 1 1 11 11 1 lii |H rew works on a 

’■Sir during a.raceiSy#or 

hot plate noun [he electric chair; execution by electrocution us 1949 

hot-plate hamster noun a [ j Intended for 

hot poop noun (he latest information. Combines hot (quick) and 
poop (news) M im 

hot pot noun 1 in 1 I- i large am unt of money bet on a hand us, 
ms. 2 in horse racing, a favourite Australia, 1904 
hot potato noun a waiter, espe II in effi ent me Cockney 
rhyming slang, pronounced 'pertatah' ('waitah') uk. i960 
hot potato verb to prioritise or juggle priorities new Zealand, 2001 
hot ringer noun a burglar alarm that idvises [ lice that an armed 
robbery is in progress US, 2001 

hotrocknoun nner strives to be 

noticed 1 its. is 45 

hot rod noun a car modified for speed and, sometimes, flashy looks 
’’•Ui i9*5 

hot rod verb to masturbate us, mi , 

hot roller noun a stolen car that is being driven us, 1970 
hots noun 1sexual desire, Intense interest us 1947. 2 electric hair 

hotseatnouni illy if the situ¬ 

ation attracts critical attention uk 1942. 2 the electric chair; death 
by electrocution fs the electric chair os.*® 
hot seat game noun n a game 

except the victim are confederates us, m9 
hot sheet noun a list of cars reported as stolen us, 1926 
hot-sheet adjective in if i motel or 1 tel th 1 rents rooms for sex¬ 
ual liaisons far cash, without registering tbftgu„ests using the room 

hot shit noun an exceptionally good person or thing us 1950 
hot-shit adjective III 1 11 n die US, 1962 
hotshot noun 1 an adulterated dose of a drug that is designed to be 
fatal when injected us 1936. 2 a gun shot fired after an emergency 


call to police us, 1994. 3 an electric cattle prod us, 2003. « execution 
by electrocution in the electric chair us 1951. 5 a flashy, successful 
pel# whose self-esteem is perhapsyexeessiysus 1927 
hot spike noun idoseofadru hat has been adulterated and 
produces,set:cus injury or death when injected us, im 
hot spot noun in oi drilling, an area that has indications of a pro¬ 
ductive field us, f 997 

hot squat noun the electri lai executi it electrocution us, 1928 
hot stepper noun 11 tive fr nji tice Jamaica m2 
hotstick noun a marijuana cigarette 

hot stove adjective said of a discussion of sports between periods in 
games Canada, im ’ 

hot stuff noun 1 pr motional lii mi >r luced is part of a 
telephone sales swindle us ra; ■ 2 illegal whisky us, /svo. 3 coffee us 
1977. 4 napalm ts, 1990 
hotsy-totsy adjective fancy us 1926 

hotsy-totsy; hotsy noun an attractive young woman us 192s 
hottentots noun the buttocks us, im 


hotter noun a thrill-seeking criminal who drives stolen high-perform- 

hotter than Dutch love adjective very hot u$, asp 

hot ticket noun something that ts extremely popular and In demand 


hottie noun 1 a 2 tractive, sexually 

appealing young person us ms 3 a great wave or surfer us, mi. 
4 a black person, especia ly of the Khoikhoi race May be insulting 
or affectionate;'torn Hottentot (an indigenous people of $#tfth 
■AfAFRICA, im 

hotting noun the 1111 ill eekir.. mealing and driving stolen 

high-performance cars uk, ms 
hot toddy noun the 1 I h mu langurs 7992 

hottotnoun i “i i i i i n nan. A mination of hot 

(sexually attractive) and a variation of tottv (a sexually attractive 
woman) uk. 1999 

hot to trot adjective ready and eager for sexual activity. Extended 
from hot (sexually eager, passionate) us, 1x1 
hotty; hottie noun a hot water bottle uk 1 947 
hot up verb 1 to In- ne In I in I I I I King US 1922. 2 to 
identify, or poinl the finger of suspicion at someone to the police 
uk 1996 . 3 to increase the power, speed and performance (of a car) 


hot walker noun who walks a horse after a 

race, letting It cool down us, 1976 
hot water noun a state of trouble, a difficult situation uk 1537 
hot wire noun a linear amplifier for a citizens' band radio us 1976 
hot-wire verb [1 bypa 1 1 ignition em and start the car by 

iyltfnt and connecting Wires und.6f the dashboard us, 1954 
hot with two t's adjective extremely sexy USsieoa- 
hot ziggedyi; hot ziggettyi; hot ziggityi; hot ziggety damn! 
used for registering pleasure r astor imen asionally anger. 

A variation of nOT diggetyi us, 1995 

hou-bro noun a fellow fraternity membei Ar 1 abbreviation of 'house 
brotheruus tip? 

hound noun 1 a j e 1 I 1 I ed ith the preceding combin¬ 
ing nouft Slot, as the definition might suggest, a grammarian jjpT 
mi. 2 an unattractive woman. A variation ol dog uk, ms. 3 a 
Greyhound bu$ us w 

hound dog noun an .air-to-ground mjssite us mi 
hound-dog verb to track down, to follow, to find us 199s 
house noun i a prisoner's cell or the area immediately surrounding 
the prisoner's bed in a dormitory-style room us, 1970. 2a police 
station us, 1909. 3 in poker, a hand consisting of ihree cards of the 
same rank and a pair An abbreviation of the conventional 'full 
bprrfef us mo >see: HOUSE MUSIC. ► go under the house to 






house | howler 


346 


perform oral sex on a woman i/s; mi. ► in the house i here and 

now, present, currentl 2 popula tyl. . ►mind 

your house itch your back, I i ml l i used in sports 
matches: when a player has the ball a team mate will shout 'mind 
your house' if an opponent is coming up behind him Ireland, /999. 
► on the house paid for t managemer f the establishment 
us. lm. ► the house the New York House of Detention for 
female prisoners Vs, me 

house verb i to steal as. /we 2 to carry contraband, such as a 
weapon or drugs us. 1997 
house adjective casual, verging on Sloppy us, 1993 
house ape noun a bfittius, ra® 

house ball noun in pinball, a ball that leaves play without having 
scored arty ppthts us, 1977 

housecat noun a oldiei n 1 1 gned .nt 1 luty Vietnam war 

usage os. im 

housed adjective drunk us, 1997 

house dancer noun 1 Ian 1 h 1 ularl appears at one 
clubos 3000 

house dick noun 1 'ii te detf rkingfor a hotel or other 

establishment us ras; 

house fee noun the amount charged for entering a crack house us, 

house girl noun 1 2 in a sex 

club, a local dancer who regularly works at the club, as 
distinguished from pornography stars Who make limited 
engagements# the club us, 1997 
housekeeper noun in | 11 n, the ive eaker partner in a 
relationship who is Subservient to his dominant ,parlheflS: needs 

housemaid's knee noun 1 a sea, the sea. Rhyming slang uk 1979. 2 a 
key Rhyming slang uk 1992 

housemaid's knees noun the ndition cau II Osgood-Schlatter 
disease, calcium deposits on the lower outs# quadrant ofthe, 
knee is, jyzs 

houseman noun the best regular player in a pool hall us, 1990 
house mother noun a madame in a brothel us rasz 
house mouse noun 1 a prisoner who takes or accepts responsibility 
for cleaning a prison cel, dormitory or common room us ras 9 . 2 in 
Antarctica, support personnel assigned to tte'fese, especially 
someone assigned to domestic duties antari tica, /95s. 3 an 
American soldier who explored Viet Cong tunnels us, 19m. 4 during 
•lie Vietnam war, a Vietnamese btagt or mistress us 1991 
house music; house noun 1 1 nbrell genre for much 
contemporary dance music with strong repetitive rhythms-in 474 
time, generally between 115 and 135 beats per minute. The name 
derives from the Warehouse club 1 rn -Chisago where the kn§&. 
originated irtthe mid- 1980 s uk. 1998 
house nigger; house nigga noun a black person who curries favour 
from white people and in return is given some small degree of 
privilege. An updated *b#Sse slave’ us 
house nut noun in the cinema business, the weekly operating 
expenses of the cinema us, 1990 
House of Commons noun an outdoor tmSt Canada, m 
House of D nickname i i I id i i 11 House of Detention, 
Greenwich Avenue us raw 

house of dark shadows noun rn juilding that is occupied, or 
ttought'toSielsaupiad, by Viet Cong us 1991 
House of Do Right nickname the New YorkCjtyrjail us, 1x7 

House of Fraser; hoosie Fraser; howser noun a razor, especially 
as a weapon. Rhyming slang, formedii§#Eb'ttte name of a retailing 
chaim uk 1992 

house of intake noun a reslaurai A lerm oined by writers of the 
Coneheads skits on Saturday Night Live in the late 1970 s, featuring 
Ifjree Remulakiari aliens who lived quiet and ndffrjat lives in the 
suburbs of New Jersey Most-rfthe Remulakian phrases were too 


forced for everyday slang, such as 'molten lactate extract of 
hooved animals' for 'melted cheese', but-a few such as this were 
temporarily in vogue us. razz 
house of joy noun a brothel us, raw 

House of Lords noun corduroy trousers. Rhyming slang for cords 
house of wax noun a prison iaf : #f- 

house piece noun a gift of a dose of crack cocaine, given to the 
owner of a crack house in appreciation for the use of the premises 

houseplant noun a person who never leaves the home us rarz 
houser noun 1 a lusic and party set 

us 1994. 2 a group of close friends us 1993 
house-stoy noun (among Nova Scotians of German descent) a 
wedding present < \nada, 1975 

House that Ruth Built nickname Yankee Stadium, Bronx, New York. 

The stadium opened m 1(923 at the height of Ruth's career us r 998 
housewife noun in n 1 1 ng kit uk Isa 

housewives’choice noun "m t 1 1 nn_ hiu turned from the 
title Of .a record request programme broadcast Oft .the BBC Light 
Programme, 1946-67 uk 1992 

house wizard; house guru noun the technical expert in a business 
Sr organisation us. 1991 

house-wrecker noun in surfing, a large and powerful wasvfts im 
housey housey adjective 11rhi Rhyming lang 1 lousy'(lice-ridden, 
hence itchy). Formed from the name of one of Bingo's variations 

Hovis noun the head I 1 1 1 in 1 person A refinement of 

the .rhyming slang loaf of bread (the head); Hovis™ is a well- 
known brand of brown ,brea%jf 1998 
how ADJECTIVE can you get? used of someone who has a mors 
than average measure of a specified quality us, 1951 
Howard Johnsons noun an 11 ior tree >< I endor in Vietnam 
during the war. From the name of a roadside restaurant which at 
(the time of the Vietnam war was immensely popular in theUS.agf 


Howard's Way adjective I m 1 Rhymin lang for gay from 
the title of a BBC television drama series, 1985-90 uk 2003 
how are you going? 11 m 1 1 -1 1 1 reeting Australia, 1930 
how bad is that? that's great! us. ms 

how can I tell? used in prison to question the truth of that which 
has ju#;f@|n said us m2 
how come? why us, ism 

how cool is that! used for expressing delight c/s, 1999 
how-de-do; how-d’ye-do noun a shoe. Rhyming slang uk 1979 
how-do-you-do; how-d’ye-do noun a toss,,3 noisy difficulty, an 
embarrassing or awkward problem Rhyming slang for 'stew' uk. 


how do you like me now? noun crack cocafcid uk ms 
howdy-do; howdy 1 ised u fri nd g sing A reduction of'how 
d'ye do' (1697) us. razo 

Howdy Doody noun an unspecified chemical agent used in 
Vietnam us. mi 

how goes it? used as a greeting us, 1966 
how high is a Chinaman? used as a catchphrase reply to an 
unanswerable, or stupid, question I rom a children’s pun that How 
jMI /is a Chinaman uk razz 
howie noun a howitzer, field artillery iff. 1990 
howk verb to excavate uk Scotland, 1911 
howl noun a sou e of grea mi ement us, raw 
howl verb ► howl at the moon | 11 n he bleed period of 
the-menstrual cycle us 2001 

howler noun 1 a glaring mistake uk, is®. 2 a $)»ljiOK:. jsw 
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howling | Hughie; Hughey; Huey 




smefsjM ms. 3 superlative 


hubby; hubbie noun a husband Often used in a sardonic sense uk 


howling fifties noun the latitutes of 50 to 59 degrees south 

ANTARCTICA 1962 

Howling Mad Smith nickname General Holland M. Smith, US 
Marine Corps. The NBC action series A-Team (1983-87) featured a 
character named Captain H M 'Howlin' Mad’ Murdock, played by 
Dwight'Schultz, presumably named after General Smith us, rass 
how much? what do you mean? uk ml 
how rude! used for expressing disgust. A catchphrase from the 

television programme Full House us, i .»see: rude! 

how's hacking? used as a greeting us mi 
how's it going? used as a greetingus, 1944 
how's it hanging? used as a greeting, usually male-to-male. 

Sometimes testicularly inc usive and increased 10 'they' us, 1974 
how-so? how is that so? Found in the C14, but not a complete 
path to the current usage us imo 
how's tricks? pm the 

terminology of card games but may also have had nautical origins 

how sweet it is! >f comedian 

Jackie Gleason's several signature lines,, often used on The Jackie 
Gltgsem Shorn (OPS, 1952-70). Repeated with obviously referential 
hpffiow ti, mi 

how's your arse for lovebites? used as a greeting between young 
men uk^coo^nd. me 

how's-your-father noun 1 any act of sexual intimacy from petting to 
intercourse; non-conventional sexua behaviour Originally from 
the music halls, 'how's your father' or 'howsyerfather' was an » 
purpose catchphrase, a euphemism for anything; subsequent 
usage, especially in the services during World War 2 mainly 
narrowed the sense to 'a sexual dalliance' uk, mi. 2 any activity or 
business that is complicated or annoying, a fuss, Rhyming slang 
for 'palaver' uk 1998 3 a fight new Zealand, 2002. 4 cocaine uk 2000 
how's your love life?; how’s your sex life? used as a greeting, 
often flirtatious uk m9 

how's your mind? are you 1 n exasperation 

or imftabdftSfX/JWAWBot aw 

howzat? hnv that ften heard a ricketei appeal to the 
umpire uk mi 

howzit? used as a greeting In South Africa, the usual reply is: 'No, 
fine’, which; actually means Yes, I am fine' (the word 'no' is often 
Spken to mean 'yes'); an Afrikaner might reply: 'Ja, well, ttofme 

hoy verb to throw AUSTRALIA, m;, 

hozzo noun a I u I m i i ive. From horrible', with'-o' 

-§£ifftx- AUSTRALIA, 1987 

hozzo adjective (of a wave or urfin ndi i large, powerful and 
dangerous mjstraiA imz 

hozzy; ozzy; ozzie noun a hospital uk 2001 

HP noun a man. Gay 5 ang; an nillalism of polari homee-palone (a 

man) uk. a m 

HRN noun heroin I nl 1 111 I I II an acronym it is simply 
■ ; 5bd®in’ devowelled us, 1959 

HTH noun a sp<>ii e I ill itin i u back home. An 

abbreviation of 'hometown honey' us, 1993 
hubba noun crack cocaine us, ms 

hubba-hubba! used for expre ing enthusiast ippreciation of a 
goodj-toDking woman us mi 

hubba, I am back noun slang uk 1998 

hubba pigeon noun 11 .I I ho earches for bits of 

crack cocaine on the ground us 1995 
hubbly-bubbly noun a water pipe used for smoking marijuana, 
hashish or crack cocaiBejui 1970 

hubboo adjective pie ll ml 


hubcap noun 1; wheel (a very 

important person) us i960. 2 a person whose sense of importance 
outweights his actual importance os, 
huck verb in snowboarding, to launch yourself into the air us 1995 
huckery adjective ugly Often used to describe a woman or 'moll' now 

ZEALAND, 1993 

huckle verb to be bundled into a place; to Ire thrown out; to arrest 
seomND, ms 

hudda noun a police officer; tlgspofice US, 1993 
huddle verb while working as a police officer in a patrol car, to park 
and sleep us 1973 

huddy keep left (of a horse) Canada, 1957 

hudge verb in [mil il i|| ph ical rcet t machine to affect 
the trajectory of the bal without activating the lilt mechanism us 

huevonno™ j very la 1 t 1 1 11 used in English 

conversation by Mexican-Americans; fromfthe image of the man 
who is so lazy that his testicles (huevas) grow large us 1974 
huevos noun 1 the te il iurag till ranish used in English 
conversation by Mexican-Americans; literally 'eggs' us, 1974. 2 waves. 
Spanish for 'eggs', but a near-homophone for 'waves', hence the 
play us 1991. 3 a variety o' Moroccan hashish From Spanish for 
‘eggs', named for its shape and texture Spain, 2003 
Huey nickname a Bell utility military helicopter us 1 %2 
Huey shuffle noun 1 n n n te 11 1 in the flight pattern by an 

inexperienced helicopter pilot us rasa 
huff verb 1 to inhale h 11 - 1 I I r industr I hemicals for rec¬ 
reational purposes or. 2 10 sleal trinidadand tobago, 1990 
huff and puff noun \ND TOBAGO, 1978 

huff and puff ve/6 breathe heavil li m the childhood tale of 
The Three Little Pigs ljk, i89o 

huffer noun 1 an act of oral sex on a man Probably a mistaken 
understanding of hummer us ■ 1. 2.1 person who inhales 
household or industrial chemicals for recreational purposes us, 19m. 
3 in drag racing and hot rodding, ,1 supercharger us ms 
hug verb ► hug the bowl to wjrftitig 1997 
hug and slugno™ (among Canadian I 1 1 lembers) any place 

where girls or fights are to be found Canada, 1995 
hug drug™™ ML 1A, the reci )ti il In t known as ecstasy. 

From the affectionate feelings roused by the drug (vk 799s 
hugger-mugger noun 1 chaos us. 1972. 2 a prostitute who beats and 
rote customers or who serves as a decoy for someone who beats 
artd-c&bs the customer us, kto 

huggie noun a styrofoam or plastic cylindei that slips over a beer 
can, serving as insulation us, 2000 

hugging adjective bad, crazy ujfctM- 

huggy adjective given 1 1 1 1 hen nsiti u id caring us 1999 
huggy-bear noun prolonged hugging and kissing us, raw 
hughie; huey noun in 1 1 niting. Ajol 1 told of a person 

calling out the name of television presentei Hughie Green, 
1920-1997; it was, in fact the cry ofissm^Bf vomiting after- 
drinking greipXW^etise uk'SCotland, ms 
hughie; huey verb to vomit. Echoic of the involuntary vocal 
accompaniment to the action uk. Scotland, rass 
Hughie; Hughey; Huey noun ed in the 

phrase 'send her/ii down Hughie!', said when the rains first appear 
after a dry spell or the dry season. The earliest instance of this is 
from the Bulletin, 3rd December 1912, where it is stated that it 
referred to a Mr Huie 'an amateur meteorologist who had ludwJ 
prophesying rairf. This story has not been verified and would 
prfteafily carry more force if it weren't for the fact that Hughie 
sounds more like a first name than a surname, and also in ligi&$ 
the variants that have from time to time chopped uRSqeh as 
'send her down Steve!' and 'send’hirdown Davtdf Australia mi 




hugs and kisses; hugs; ugs | hunkin 
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hugs and kisses; hugs; ugs noun a wife. Rhyming slahglfbr missus 

huh-huh-huh; huh-huh-huh-huh i I i | indentation of 
unspirited laughtei Caricatured as the smirking laugh of teenage 
heavy metal fens in the animated television series Beavis and 
Butthead, Mtelevsion, 1993-97 us mr 


hulk noun an unusually large bodybuiJctfer mo 

hulking adjective 

hull noun an empty pistol cartridge caseos, 1957 

hullabaloo noun i ud n - in upr i nfusion uk net 
hulloo noun a completely inconsequential person Norfolk island, 1992 

hully-gully adjective ense Bahamas, 

hum verb 1 to be 111 il 1 led; to be el m 2 to have 
an unpleasant odour, tjj-stmkok 1 902 
human sea noun an nfanlry tactic of the North Korean Army, of 
sv®rtnif5g#|tStrjy positions in overwhelming numbers -us tx* 
humble noun a false criminal accusation or charge us 1940 
Humbolt green noun marijuana this should, jaerhaps, be 
'Humboldt green', indicating the county in northern CalififtfljMhc 
vWch this green-leafed marijuana plant originates m,2003 
humbug nouni false or trumped-up criminal charges os, 1972. 2a 
fight, especially between youth gangs us 1962 
humbug verb 1 to fight us 1968. 2 to interfere with, lo bother trinidad 
AND TOBAGO, 1904 

humdinger noun a remarkable thingjpr person us, ms 
hum job noun oral sjat pftpftiHTjedcdh a male us. r» 
hummel noun the hair. Eng ish gypsy use uk. 2000 
hummer noun 1 an act dforai sex performed on a man us. 1971. 2 an 
exceptionally good thing uk iuu. 3 an arresl for something the 
'.ferswidid not do; an: arrest far-a minor violation that leads to 
more serious charges us 1932. 4 a minor mistake us. 1959. 5 a joke, a 
prank us 1990. 6 the Grumman E-2, an early warning aircraft. Given 
thiSicial nickname 'Hawkeye', it was instantly renamed by the 
troops us, 1989 . 7 an army weapons carrier, the official designation 
is a High Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled: Vehicle. The slang is. 


hummer days noun (from a male perspective) the bleed period of 
the fhenstruat cycle us, Mi 

hummingbird ass noun used for suggesting that a person lacks the 
courage to back up his taunts us 1977 
humongous; humungous adjective very large os, ms 
hump noun 1 a fit of sulks, a bad mood, depression UK im. 2 an 
offensive or despicable person us. m3. 3 a dolt, a dull person us 
1963 . 4 an act of sexual intercourse tis, wig. 5 a Camel™ cigarette us, 
1989. 6 a bridge. Citizens' band radio slang (k 1 w. 7 the air route 
over the Himalaya Mountains during World Wai 2 us. m2. 8the 
middle section of a piisoi 1 seiitence 1 is, 1 ■ z. 9 a large wave. Surfer 
usage os 1957. 10a military combat patrol Recorded in Australia in 
the Cl9, but not again until the US wai in Vietnam us, 1971. 11 a 
12 in circus usage, a camel us. 1926. 
► over the hump ' mil 1 bavin 1 enough to be 
gambling now with the house's money os, mo 
hump verb 1 to have sex os uui. 2 to carry, to lug, to march. An 
essential word to US soldiers in Vietnam Australia, issi. 3 to earn 
money working as a prostitute os to. 4 in trucking, to drive fast 
OS,/976. ► hump it m | ker, K use the n in nun bet allowed 
os, 1988. ► hump like a camel _ i_ 1 1 -ual intercourse 
with great physical enthu i-m ► hump the dog to 

waste time completely Similar construction to the synonymous 
'fuck the dog' us, mo. ► hump your bluey/drum/swag to carry 
one s belongings in , swag while seeking work on foot Australia, 


hump-and-jumpurf/ect/Ve (of ij< > >h 1 ill Him aiding and fast- 

paced US, 1977 

hump and thump noun cardiovascular resuscitation os 1 994 


hump date noun luring he etnam nr the fate when half of a 
soldier's tour of duty in Vietnam is completed os, ms 
hump day noun ne peak or hump 

of the woik week or schoo wees is Wednesday us. ms 
humper noun 1 a member 01 1 k band re /vho carries heavy 
items uk, 1985 . 2 a arge and unbroken wave us, 19 77. 3 in motor 
racing, a slick drag racing tyre that has been grooved for use on a 
dirttrackos ism 

hump-hump verb 

hump night noun Wednesday night us, ms 
hump ratnoun 1 rail 1 ird bra em in os ms 
humpty dumpty noun in ^ h n 1 ictio to MDMA, the rec¬ 
reational drug best known as ecstasy A probable reference to the 
fete of the nursery rhyme character os w96 
Humpty Dumpty language noun any word or vocabulary given an 
unusual or eccentric sense by the user. Derives from Through the 
Looking Glass and What Alice Found Them by LewistfeBpll 
(Charles Dodgson), 1871: '"When I use a word," Humpty Dumpty 
sajgujJ rather a scornful' tone, "it means just what I choose it to 
mean - neither more'nap less. 1 ' 1 uk. im 
humpy noun a mat n I Ming rigina i ed of a temporary 
shelter made by Aboriginals; from the Austra ian Aboriginal 
language Yagara (Brisbane regioriMfiSTwEM, im 

humpy adjective 

humpy-bump verb to have sex us. 7974 

hun noun one hi illar note us 1895 

Hun noun 1 a As German 

troops set sail for China on 27th July 19QQ-$fflhelm |[ urged--them- 
to fight 'just as the Huns a thousand years ago'. The name stuck, 

It was the main pejorative for trtf^emy in WofftiWar 2 uk im. 

2 a Protestant uk Scotland w96 

hunch noun an intuition or premonition. Now verging on conven- 

hunch verb to bring someoi 
hundoe noun one hundred dollars US. 2001 
hundred-mile coffee noun tri ig a fee > named because it is 
strong enough to keep a trucker awake to drive one hundred miles 

hundred to eight noun 

bookmaker’s odds uk 1998 

hundred to thirty adjective dirty uk, 1974 

hung adjective i endowed with a large penis. Shakespeare punned 
with the term 400 years ago (w im. 2 fascinated or obsessed with 
us, i960. 3 (used of a compute! program) suspended, waiting for 
soift^feing that will not happen us, aa 

hung like a cashew I ill penis uk ms 

hung like a hamster blessed with a small penis us. 2004 

hung like a jack donkey; hung like a donkey endowed with an 

impressively large penis uk 1934 
hung like a pimple blessed with a small peftfs-t/s, 199s 
hung over adjective suffering from the after-effects of having drunk 
too much alcohol. Derives from 'hangover' us, 1942 
hungries noun 11 moki ng of 

’ iparijuana ust i&Q 

hungry adjective stingy; mean Australia, ism 

hung up adjective i I ed ii ituated i 2 addicted us. mo. 

3 of a drug-addict who is unable to get drugs, depressed, let down, 
disappointed. A nuance of the previous sense us, ms. 4 inhibited, 
neurotic us, 1952. 5 while surfing, caught along the steep wall of a 
wave and uiTa'bteto pull out us, m3 

hungus adjective in conpuling, extremely large os, mi 
hunk noun a good-looking, muscular boy or man os ms 
hunka chunka noun sexual lfjtlt£fiur$e os 2im 


humpback job noun a local freight train us. ow 


hunkin adjective enormous os 1997 
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hunky | hyiu 


hunky adjective attractive, muscular us, 1972 

hunky; hunkie noun law 2 an Eastern 

European; a Slav; a Hungarian Disparaging, but usually more illustra¬ 
tive of the speaker's lack of geographic knowledge us, 1909 
hunky dory adjective satisfactory, fine US mi 

hunt noun ► in the hunt 

hunt verb t< ► hunt 

owls to drive it night 1 11 full Hi I beams on blinding 

oncoming traffic us. m2. ► hunt rabbits in a game of poker, to 
go through the cards that were not played after a hand is finished 
in search of w ► hunt the great 

white whale The great white 

whale is a literary allusion to Mobj Dick, the classic novel by 
Herman Melville and a play on the atfttif sntl power 

hunter noun 1 a pickpocket us 1949. 2 cocaine uk ms 
hunt for Red October noun 11 II 11 1 Hie menstrual 
cycle. Elaboration of 'red' - the colour of blood - by adoption of 
jfhe title of a novel by Tom Clancy and subsequent ffthw 2000 
hunting license noun 1 1 1 1 11 1 1 ivent i prison gang to kill 
someone us, mi 

huntsabber noun a'hunt saboteur uk, 2001 
hunty-hunty adjective inf 1 nan) used I ribe a husband- 
hunter or a 'manhunter' Reduplication of the woman's essential 
quality. West Indian, hence UK Black uk 2000 
huppie noun an 11 li 1 1 1 11 1 1 I hi Hi panic urban 

professional or Hispanic upwardly mobile r rofessional. On the fam¬ 
iliar model pf yuppie (young upwardly fnObilepfafessional)r0£,-i986 
hurdy noun a dance hali girl Canada, 195$ 
hurl noun an acl of vomiting; vomit Australia, m/ 
hurl verf>;tq: r t®mitAeiBaUA, 1964 

hurler noun a person who suffers from bulimia nervosa us, 1998 
hurly-burly adjective confusing, tumultuous uk >596 
hurrah noun 1 1 1 1 inn 11 I the stage of the 

swindle when the victim-isful^ duped us, 1997 
hurricane deck noun the back of a bucking bronco us m2 
hurricane ham noun conch Bahamas, i 982 

hurricane lamp; hurricane noun 1 1 want Rhyming slang 

hurricane lamp job noun in horse r Ing 1 hi e that finishes last 
by a great distance. I he horse is so far back that it. is joked that a 
hurricane lamp is needed tajfjad it Australia 1 989 
hurricane on a ten-cent piece noun a wife furipjaftrVvith her 
husband Canada, 199s 

hurry-come adjective done I ha ml th ut care trinidad and 
TOBAGO, 

hurry-on noun a quickening of pace Australia, m3 
hurry-up noun 1 2 a request 

for a quickening of pace Australia, 1916 
hurryup wagon noun a police vafttS tm 
hurt noun ► put the hurt on to ihflicl pain uk 2001 
hurt verb to crave a’drug Uk, >996 
hurt adjective undesirable, unattractive, inept us, 1973 
hurting adjective inferior; not up to expectations US 2002 
hurt me! used for expressing extreme pleasure or displeasure us m3 
hurve verb to move quickly; 10 hurry Australia, m3 

husband noun in I. lal rel ... m le or female), the 

more aggressive and domineering partner us, 1941 
husband and wife; husband noun a knife. Rhyming slang us m2 
hush noun silenCf Uk, !9^ 

hush-em noun is, 1949 

hush-hush adjective i I iupl it I mil l ) be quiet); military 
origins uk 1916 


hush money noun a bribe paid to obtain silence uk 1709 
hush puppy noun 1 1 1 hi 1 1 I 1 mi pistol the silencer 

attached to the pistol Carried by US Navy SEALS So named, the 
legend goes because 1 use ir killing guard dogs us, 1982. 2 a 
yuppie (a yoiuftg,upwardly mobile professional). Rhyming slang, 
formed from a footwear-manufacturer’s brand name uk 1992 
hush-puppy adjective (used of jazz) old-fashioned, conventional us 


husk verb to undress us im 

Husky noun In trucking, a Brockway truck. I rom the company logo 

US, 1976 

huss; hus; huz noun a favour. Vietnam war usage, especially by 

hustle nouni 1 A/indling 

us, 1943. 2 effort, exert n iesire 1 ► on the hustle 
1 engaged in a career of swindling us 1997 
hustle verb 1 to er e in pi iti 1 11 2 to obtain after a 

diligent effort, especially one using unorthodox, if not illegal, 
means us >s«. 3 lo beg, to cadge Used by beggars and tramps its 
1902. 4 to flirt; to make ,1 sexual advance ;/mi >,\dand tobago. 2003 
hustler noun 1 al us, 1924. 2 a 

drug pusher us 1996. 3 a person who makes his living by playing 
pool for wagers, feigning a skill level below his true level to secure 
bets us 1967. 4 a person who lives by his charm and wits, dishonest 
but-usually not violent us 1896 

hustler’s row noun 1 ml 1 mi le pr titutes loiter in 
search of customers uk 19m 

hustling noun 1 the practice of dealing drugs uk, 2000. 2 prostitution 


hustling gal noun a gfogtittife us tm 

hut noun 1 a house us; mu. 2 a jail cell us. 1949. 3 a brakevan (caboose) 

’ is m 

hutch noun 1 a domicile, be u a room, apartment or house us >966. 

2 a prison us >956 

hutzelsup noun (among Nova Scotians of German descent) a 
confused mess Canada, 1999 

Hyacknoun in Briti 1 umt 1 I 11 1 1 1 man The term, 

from a Chinook jargon word, is preserved in the Honorable Hyack 
Battery of New Westminster, BC Canada, 1959 
hyak verb in E m comes from 

Chinook jargon Canada, 1959 
hyas adverb big, large; yery Canada, iss? 

hyastyee noun a great chief in im; i in per n A ombinationof 
two Chinook jargon w< irds, hyas ind tyee (chief; king) Canada, 1956 
hybolic adjective p npou 1 I I 11 1 hi man youth usage 

US, 1972 

hybrid noun nemism for a 

car that has at least some parts that do not belong us 1953 
Hyde Park noun 1 in 1 1 1 m rk. Rhyr it Ian from the film 

world uk 1972. 2 an informer Rhyming slang for nark uk m2 
hydraulic noun in 1 1 1 in 11 1 e engine failure resulting 
from fuel failing to ignite within , cylinder us, 2003 
hydraulic adjective in ne< teal. Li 1 1 li uli j ick he will 'lift' 
anything Australia, 19m 

hydraulics noun 1 II 1 ill ense Euphemistir rhyming slang 

hydro noun 1 

2 MDMA, the recreationa drug best known as ecstasy. Probably 
fern thedehySr^qS-experienced by users of the drug uk 2003. 

3 amphetamines uk 2003. 4 electric powei generated by the flow of 
water Canada , tm 

hydroponic noun 

The soilless culture of cannabis results in plants lhat are up to ten 
as potent as those grown outdoors us, 1989 
hyiu adjective great many, much, very. I he word is adapted into 
English from Chinook jargon Canada, 1966 
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hyke noun I codeine. From the brand name Flycodan™ us, 1997. 

2 hydrocodone, a synthetic codeine us, 1970 

Hymie noun a Jewish rr lie. Li Mici ... a label for the 

lrish,.%Bfe is a SftdrtffJed 1 Hyman. Not used kindlyws 
hype nouni a syrir - 2 a needle-usin irug addict us. 1924. 

3 a frequent user of marijuana Use of the term 'addict' is 
controversial in the context of marij'uana users, but the suggestion 
here is that Stepetseptas let marijuana control his life us, 1999. 

4 exaggeration nonsense 5 lecept n m ret of deception; 

something intended to stimulate sales, elc us, 19 55. 6 a swindle or 
cheat us mo. ► put the hype on In mice pr'ces because of 
demand without regard to fairness of the price us, m> 

hype verb 1 to lie, to swindle us, 1914. 2 to stimulate interest or sales 

hype adjective excellent us. 2002 

hyped up adjective mi ited re ited, especially if by artificial 
means us, im 


hype guy noun in circus and carnival usage, a short-change swindler 

hype marks noun scars and sores on a drug addict's body indicating 
intravenous drug use us, 

hyper noun im r u ml mi 1 isage, a short hange swindler 
us, 1981. 2 a person employed to stimulate music sales in an 
attempt to ihff.tien.ca the pop charts, 1998 
hyper adjective er tional 1 Abbreviaf ind adapted from 
'hyperactive' us, 1942 
hyper- prefix extremely uk im 
hype stick noun a hypodermic syringe us 1933 
hypetanknoun rjai raiding It erve< >r Irug addicts us, no,4 

hypo nouni ah | ... 2 1 needle-using drug 

addicl us, 1904. 3 a swindle US 1949 
Hy-town nickname Hyanms, Massachusetts us 1998 



li 


I noun ► the I an interstate highway us, 2003 

I ain't even tryin' to hear you! I arn;csjfIfstining us, m 

I ain't here to brag used for demonstrating that the speaker 
understands that lie is bragging A p; r; lipsis of the first order. 
Many grammatical variants exist, as well asttij&siffipler, 'Not to 
brag' us, 2cw 

I am a Ranger. We live for the One, we die for the One. used 
with humour as an affirmation of support I he motto of the 
interplanetary police on the US science fiction television 
Itogtawme: Babylon (1994-9SS us, 1994 

I am Canadian noun a drink made with fruit juice, Quebec maple 
syrup and whisk/ or Molson Canadian beer Canada mx. 

I am so sure! what has just 

been said ys, 1982 

I and I noun used in the . 1 1 ilar ubstitute for the 

official 'R and R' (rest and recreation). An abbreviation of 
'Intercourse and /intoxication', the main activities during fesf js$ 


I believe you but thousands wouldn’t a catchphrase reosjtthat 
is used to express doubt or, a.l best, reserve judgement about the 
veracity of the person being addressed. This phrase exists in a 
(ftimber of minor variations, and is so well known that 1 believe 
you but!' carries the full sense uk, 1927 


I bet!; I'll bet! I am certain. Elliptical for 'I bet you did' or 'do' or 
'did'; often derisive or ironic UK.19& 

Ibiza Hilton noun the j li hi 1 the Quardia Civil Ibiza. An 
iUSthc reference to the international Mflton hotel chain Spain, 1999 
IBM noun 1 2 a member of an 

organized crime family; an ftalian businessman us. 1997 
IBM discount noun a price increase us, mi 
iboga noun 1 \fncan shrub 

tabernathe iboga and ibogaine, a natural stimulant that is 
compounded therefrom uk 2a . 2 MDMA, the recreational drug 
best known as ecstasy uk 20m 

1 C noun during the Vietnam war, an innocent civilian us, 19 as 
I can catch noun the 1 * 3 ntersta n n 1 mmission Aback 
formati«3Wfrom- the agency initials; ICEustisa; 

I can read his lips, and he's not praying used as a humorous 
comment on i;i hn I il 1 1 >-1 b ESPN's Keith Olberman 


I can't fight that! used by a clever boy for expressing approval of a 
girl.who'ftgs just passed by.3l@ss 
I can't HEAR you! used 1 humor 1 In itation of more 
enthusiastic support A signature ine of marine drill instructor 
Vince Carter on the televisifrt situation comedy Corner Pyle, 
U$MIC( OSS,1964-69) Repeated with referential ha^Jir us, 19&, 

I can't take you anywhere used as a humorous, if stock, tease of 
someone who has commited a faux pas us, 1994 
ice noun 1 diamond 2 line, especial in blocks us, 1971. 

3 smokeable amphetamine or methamphetamine us, 1 989. 4 heroin 
us, 1987. s protection money paid by a business lo criminals or by 
criminals to the police us, m . 6a pay-off a bribe; an added 
charge us, ms. 7 the difference between the listed price and the 
price actually paid for theatre tickets to a,very popular show us, 
1973. 8 in poker, a stacked deck us 1967. 9 solitary confinement In 
prison us 1990. 10 any computer program designed as a system 
security scheme us. 1*. ► on ice 'ncarcerated us, mi. ► on the 
ice (of a racehorse) being secret y. and '1 icitly, kepi from running 
itt win AUSTRALIA 1966 


ice noun in-car entertainment, especially audio equipment uk, 2003. 

► the Ice Antarctica Antarctica, urn 
ice verb i to kill us, i94i. 2 lo place in solitary confinement us, 1933. 

3 to ignore with a vengeance us, 1932. 4 lo give up; to stop us 1%2. 

5 to reject; to stand up us m7. ► ice it 1 to stop doing 
something us 1974. 210 lorgel something us i960 

iceberg noun 1 an em tionally.er n re rally a woman us 

i84o. 2 a sexually frigid woman us, 1949 
iceberg act noun unfrieddly tr^tpeMf: us, raa 
ice blink noun a whitish glow on the horizon or on clouds caused by 
tight reflecting offteeaow/izM, ms 
ice-block noun 111 e nfecti 1 1 i Stic! tkalia ims 
icebox noun la 2 An extension of 

aiiil^re'COmmon cooler (ja#us, 1938 
ice cold noun a chilled beer Australia, ises 
ice cold adjective rude us, 1990 

ice cream noun a while child; while children Used defensively by 
.■WiWwi of different hues uk 197a 

ice-cream freezer; ice-cream noun a mail, Rhyming slang for 

GEEZER UK. 1962 

ice-cream habit noun tiw ii egular i umj i n >f drugs by an 
occasioetal user. 'fe#€f@»rreater' and Tee-owner' are obsolete 
slang terms for an irreiiftif user ofO^S, an earlier application 
Sate Cl 9 to the 1.930s) based on the. notion that ice-cream is » 
occasional'pleasure and not an every day diet us, rm 
ice-cream man noun a drug dealer, especially one selling opiates us, 

ice-cream truck noun ► and the ice-cream truck you rode in 

on! used to extend and emphasise an absolute rejection us, 2001 
ice cube noun crack cocaine m 1994 
iced adjective drunk, drug-mloxicaled us, 1953 
iced down adjective wearing many diamonds US 199s 
iced out noun wearing a greal deal of diamond-bearing jewellery us, 

ice down verb to completely cover with graffiti us, 1997 
icehouse noun 1 jeweller tore. From ice ( li unond) us, 1949 
Icelandic Air Force noun (around Gim 1. Manitoba) flocks of 

fefljdte CANADA, 1987 

ice luge noun a block of ice used in a drinking game in which a 
shot of vodka, tequila or other alcoholic drink is poured down the 
ice’irrto the drinker's mouth us, 2001 
iceman noun 1 1 ier n 1 huh rg ernment official or 
otherwise 'fixes' difficu 1 situations I torn ice (a bribe) us, mi. 2 in 
hctrsefBCing a* jockey who rides without using the whip or 
vigorous kicks Australia m». 3 a mechanic who works on truck 
refrigeration U&tSt4:,'-t9zr 
ice money noun ptoM used to bribe us, 1993 
ice pack noun high quality marijuana us, 1971 
ice palace noun 1 a jewellery store us, nu,. 2 a hockey rink Canada, 


ice widow noun ntarctica new 

ZEALAND, 1971 

icing noun cocaine us, m 

ick noun 1 any unpleasant sticky substance uk 2002. 2 in the language 
jSrroumJmg the flg^fui Dead, a bacterial or viral Infection that 
quickly spreads among those following the'ftabr) on tour. Always 
with The’ us. 1994. 3 a social outcast us, 1942 
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ick adjective mawkishly sentimental, hence unpalatable. An abbrevi¬ 
ation of ICKY us, 2001 

ickies noun forei ige, possibly a 

variation of acker (money), One ickte equals one hundred 

KLEBBIES UK, 1989 

ickle adjective little A sma I child's pronunciation employed archly by 
tlose-ald enough to know better uk m 

icky noun a rich person t&r.Bja 

icky adjective i unattra tl - li mi il nil ur I in iazz to describe 
oversweet music other than jazz, then migrated into general use 
with the more general meaning us. 1129. 2 unwell. Probably from 
baby-talk variations of ‘sick’ or ‘sickly’ uk 1939. 3 overly sentimental, 
especially of of a taste in music Originally from jazz us, 

J9J9 

icky-poo adjective un el I 1 ill I I ill n 1 ick'or'sickly 'uk 

ICL used as shorthand in Internet discussion groups and text 
messaging to rrtoari us, 2002 

I could cure the plague used by a woman to describe her con¬ 
dition when experiencing the bleed period ol the menstrual cycle 
i^2oa> 

I could just scream! 11 I 1 piession f frustration. A 

rice, 1 .a tie ; I C, plain W. II.r lit rib gl inion on the television 
comedy McCattle's Navy (ABC, 1962-66), Repeated &if§ referential 
ftumotiirt5, 3962 

icy-pole noun 111 1 e 1 nfect non 1 I Generic use of a 
trademark term Australia, 1932 

ID noun an identity card or other means ol identification us. mi 

ID verb to Identify someone Derives from the noun uses as 
'identification/identity' us, 1944 

idea hamster; ideas hamster noun arjjg«i^fii#iho is employed to 
generate new ideas UK S&n 

identity noun a noted person; an odd or interesting person Australia, 


idi adjective cruel P I 1'I, ifter Ug ndan I il 1 Idi Amin, 1925(7)- 
2003; recorded in use in contemporary gay society UK 2003 
idiot blocks noun pti 1 li- 1 1 0-11 I 1 r -faffing paper 
designed to allow the reader simply to tick tfriebxjpt'ion which 
describes his decision us, 1986 

idiot board noun n tele ision in 0 it-of-r inner, b iard on which a 
performer's are displayed uk. tssf- 
idiot box noun 1 I he television us, ms. 2 an automatic car trans- 


idyat bwai noun a West Indian spatois (idiot boy)«, 
if bet noun in horse racing, a bet that is made contingent upon 
vslnningabet in an earlier race us 19& 
if cash noun in vat ibling typeofeondit nal ret an Instruction to 
re-invest all or part £>fa winningrretufrican another bet uk xm 
iffiness noun a quality of unreliability, subject to doubt. From iffy 

iffy adjective i tenuous, uncertain us, 1937. 2 dangerous, risky. Extends 
from the previous sense tsc 20m 

if I'm lying, I’m dying I am telling the truth There are multiple 
reduplicative variations us, mi 

If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it used as a humorous suggestion to 
leave well enough atone us. txi 

if it isn't... (used as an acknowledgement of someone) it Is that 

gefsph us, tist 

if it's too loud, you're too old used for dismissing complaints of 
loudness at rock concerts A saying attributed 10 Kiss, us, 1995 
if-lose; if-win noun in ii 1 hi 1 - n luional bet: a bet is 

required only if the prior selection loses/wins or is a non-runner 


ifs, ands or buts noun conditions, contingencies, exceptions us. m2 
if they back up the truck used in the entertainment industry for 
expressing a recognition that 'I the offer is lucrative enough, the 
actor speaking will accept the role despite its dramatic limitations. 
The phrase conjures up the image of a truck flifl <jf bags of money 
backing, up the driveway to be emptied, us, afii 
if ya wonders, then ya is used in twelve-step recovery 
programmes such as Alcoholics Anonymous as a judgment on 
those who Stop to wonder if$j% might be an addict us, 1998 
if you say so alacate) 

acceptance ol what has been said uk. mo 
ig verb to ignore us. 1940 

iggie noun I usage. Often 

used in the phrase 'give them the iggie' us, mi 
iglOO noun a one-hundred-dollar note. From the: iSsemiblabefe 
between '100' and 'loo' Australia, ras9 

ign'ant adjective ignorant us, 2m 

ignorant adjective ► make ignorant to make angry. A south 
hostlph term uk. rfy-’ a 

ignorant end noun in poker, the low card in a five-card sequence us 


idiot card noun 111 1 1 -I- 1 n and film industrie a poster board 

With the dialogue WbitfeVi tfi large letters for actors to read.us 

idiot-head noun a stupid person. Used by young children Australia, 

idiot juice noun any alcoholic beverage brewed in prison, especially 
a nutmeg/water mixture us, 1974 

idiot light noun in a car, a warning light bn the dashboard in place 
of a gauge us. m 

idiot pill noun depressant us, 

idiot's delight noun in dominoes, ihe 5-0 piece us, 1959 

idiot spoon noun a shovel us, 1947 

idiot stick noun 1 a small carved copy of a totem pole Canada, 19s9. 

2 a shovel us, 1930. 3 a digging bar us, raw 

idjit noun >see: EEJIT 

I don't think so used as a humo-ous rejection ol the sentiment 
Biat has been expressed us. m 

I don’t want to know used as refusal to accept unwelcome news 
or facts uk 1946 

idren noun friend; friend Indian, Ra inm and UK black 

patois for 'brethren’ (brothers), with religious and political 
overtones uk 1994 


ignorant oil noun 1 I pecially cheap ar i potent alcohol us, 


ignorant spoon noun in oil drilling, a shovel us 1954 
ignuts noun an ignoj^fpol us n .if 

l-guy noun a member of a team who thinks of himself - the individ¬ 
ual - more than the team. Related to the sports adage: 'There is 
jefb T In "team"',{S..#9z 

I hate it! used f 1 1- in lidarit vith the misfortune just 

described by another us, 1984 

I hate it when that happens ; humour, 

usually after someone t Ise has described . n extremely unlikely 
situation us. mz 

I have nothing more to say about this that is either relevant 
or true used as a humorous comment when there is nothing 
worthwhile to say. Popularised by ESPN's Keith Olberman, 
paraphrasing Winston e%t£h!,|‘s claimed |®®ion when 
confronting an entrance essay af SSHt/S 1997 
I heard it on the marl road used for expressing rumour as the 
source ofinteftaBeft- cayman islands, ms 
I heard that! I agree witfrybu! us, 1992 
I heard ya used for expressing assent US, 1992 
ike noun a feeling of disp easure, a bad mood uk ms 
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Ikey noun i a Je i li i ii i ii i i i 4 1 e nation of the 
name Isaac uk 1835. 2astudent of the University of Cape Town, 
especially a tnerriber of one of the University’s sports teams sourtf 

Ikey Mo noun a Jewish person uk 1922 

I kid you not used for humorously assuring the truth of the matter 


Hie Nastase noun 1 lavator . . . Jang for karzy, formed from 

the name ef.t|ie Romanian tennis player (b.1946) uk 1998 
I liiiiike it! 1 A catchphrase from the 

flirt) The Rocketeer, 1 S 9 si us, 1991 

ill verb 1 to perform exce lently; to do anything superbly. Originally 
black usage, general y 'to he illin' rather than 'to ill'; became 
widespread with hip-hop culture us. 1 192. 2 to undergo severe 
mental strgjfi®, im 

ill adjective 1 2 wild Or 

crazy. Originally black usaggyifom the verb sense; spread through 
hip-hop culture us, 1979. 3 wrong Originally b ack usage, probably a 
'variation on ’sick’; widespread with hip-hop culture us, 1994 
ill-ass adjective excellent; su#'fib'S|-a6®' 

I'll be buggered!; I'm buggered! used for registering surprise uk 


I'll be there noun 1 chan .. si uig uf mi 

I'll bet you a fat man e confidence us. 

illegal tegel noun u native r game birr ken illegally for food. 

Tegel™ Is a brand of dressed poultry new Zealand, 19 89 
illegit noun a person or thing of questionable legality us, 1954 

illegits noun d 

iller adjective WQKe US, 1979 
illest adjective best US, 2 £t? 

I'll holla used as a farewell us, 199s 
illies noun marijuana 

illin’; ill verb to beha In a 1 I 1 razy m nne Originally black 
usage, generally 'to mpi' rather than 'to if; became widespread 
with hip-hop culture US raas 
illing noun marijuana uk 2003 
illing adjective bad, troubling us, im 
iNo noun an illustration us. m2 

ill piece noun a male homosexual despised by his peers us. urn 

I'll tell you what I'm gonna do used as a humorous, self- 
explanatory if nonce announcement of intent Popularised by Sid 
Stone, announcer on. the Texaco Star Theater, hosted by Milton 
Berle (1948-1951). One of the very first television-spawned 
catchphrases to become part of the national vocabulary us, 194$ 
illy noun 1 Imlng fluid us, 2001. 

2 

plant with seedless buds) {$'$05 
illywhacker noun if len e tri I ter - nf n un from the 
obsolete phrase 'whack the 1 ly (to swindle; to perform confidence 
tricks). 'Illy' may possibly be a variant of obsolete 'eglie' (a confi¬ 
dence trick) which in turn is possibly from 'eeler-spee', a Pig Latin 
variant of spieler. This word was all but dead prior to gaining new 
life due ©-.Peter Carey's 1985 novel Illywhacker Australia, mi 
I’ma used to preface an Intention. A slurred elision of 'I am going 

I'm about it! I i of action! us, 1999 


imaginitis noui ua. 1944 

I'm all right. Jack! <tion. Used as 

the title of a 1959 film UK 2002 
l-man noun an investigator from the nterstate Commerce 
fiorriiTiiljion us ms 

I'm Audi; I'm Audi 5000 I'm leaving nowtrfhses 

imbo noun a fool; an imbecile/v«7WUM. 1953 

I'm deep enough I quit, pay me us. 1954 

I mean used foi ei 1 ; 1 1 n tha hich follows us, i%7 

I mean that! I agree with hat 1 11 1 1 I 1 /s 1977 

I mean to say! used as an emphasis of the speaker's sincerity uk 


I'm gone used as a farewell us. 1993 
I'm history used as a farewell us, im 
IMHO in my humble opinion. A ubiquitous piece of computer 
shorthand us, im 

immo adjective imitation t^tm 

immortal noun in stud poker, any hand that is certain to win; the 
best possible hand us, 1947 

IMNSHO used as nternet shorthand to mean 7n my not so 
fturftbteopinion' ys tw 

IMO used as Internet shorthand to mean ‘in my opinion' us, 199s 
Imp noun a Chrysler Imperial car us, mi 
impact zone noun hi irea lere the waves are breaking. Surfer 
usage sSbif afro, 2003 

import noun a date I.me tom out of town us, 19213 

impressionist noun ed in the 

impression they are making than they are in their substance 
WlNIDAD AND TOBAGO, 19 S 9 


improve noun ► on the improve improving»HSb«4t : «, 19& 
Improved Scot noun in Hud n Ba person f mixed Scottish and 
Indian WbfedewDA im 


imps file noun hint person or 

persons uk w 6 

I'm serious! used for expressing strong agreement with what has 

I'm sideways used as a farewell us, 1993 

I'm sure!; I'm so sure! used for expressing great doubt us, m2 

I'm there! I agree! I approve! us, Sir 


in noun 1 an inside connection us 1929. 2 an introduction us, m5. 3 in 
a casino, the amount of cash collected at a table in exchange for 
chips. An abbi ► the in exclusive and 

positive access to something uk 2003 


in adjective i fashicmable 2 1 illy accepted; popular us, 1929. 

3assured of having am; tory success Australia 19m. 4 experiencing 
good luck or the like Australia. 5 incarcerated us. 1903 


in preposition ► be in it to be « n el in< ethusi istically involved 
austraiM, m r 


-in suffix used in combination with a simple verb to create a 
corwnynaf activity as a means of protest, as in 'love-in' or 'teach- 


in a minute used as a farewell us 1992 

in-and-out noun 1 sex at its most basic us 1990. 2 the nose. Rhyming 
slang for 'snout' uk um. 3 a tout; a ticket tout Rhyming slang uk 
1 998 . 4acigarette; tobacco Rhyming slang for snout ox, 1998 
in-and-out-man noun an opportunist thief or burglar uk 1957 
in a pig’s valise! used fc 1 e 11- in I 1 unlikely something 
is. The title of .1 late-1990s play by Eric Overmyeros, 195z 
in betweens noun amphetamine tablet lepre mt tablets; a 
Of amphetamines and barbiturates us, $$ ’ ’ 
inbred noun a doctor with doctor parents Medical slang uk 2002 
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Inca message noun i to Peru, but gener¬ 

ally a reference to South America as a source of cocaine us urn 
incandescent adjective furiously angry uttm* 
incantation noun in computing, an esoteric command US, 1991 
incense noun 1 amyl nitrite or butyl nitrite I he pungent vapours are 
inhaled, hence the term us, 1 m. 2 heroin uk 2003 
incest noun sex between two similar homosexual types, such as two 
effeminate r Vtgfl'ps 1972 

inch-and-a-half noun oveilii m i 1 the 1 ndard overtime rate of 
one and a half the regular rate us, im 
inch boy noun a male who has or is thought to have a small penis 


include me out! 

mogul 1 SamuelGpldwyn, 1882-1974 us ms 

include mar noun 1 1 1.ged nflammator I rate in an Internet 

■discussion group in which the mass of former postings and 
counterpostings indudteck-inake it impossiJfe:S& fellow who is 
saying what and when us, ms 
income tax noun fines paid by prostitutes uk, 1947 
incoming noun enemy fire, especially artillery or mortar fire that is 
afoutto land us 1977 

incoming! used 1 1 mi 1 fim ndin 1 11 mortar or rocket 

►' {jStel/S 1976 

increase the peace! used as a call for an end to violence US. mo 

indeedy adverb 

addition of a syllable us, 1856 

In Deep Shit nickname lam Dur 1 mim nser iiive Party leader 
(2001 -2003). Back-formation from Sn 
index noun the face us. ms 

India noun man III li II ill II INDIAN HAY or INDIAN HEMP. Also 
'known- as Indian' uk 1978 

Indian noun 1 an Indian meal, especiall in, < prepared by, a 
restaurant uk ms. 2 an active firefighter, as distinguished from a 
Chief and other wst 

Indiana green noun 1--1 narijuar 1 cl imed to have been grown 
in the state of Indiana us. ms 

Indiana pants noun boots us, im 

Indian boy marijuana uk mi 

Indian charm noun the arm. Rhyming slang uk. i m 

Indian cocktail; Indian tea; Indian tonic noun liquid poison as a 
means of suicide trinidad and tobago, ms 

Indian Country; Injun Country noun during war, any area with a 

strong enemy presence us. ms 

Indian hand-rubbed noun a powerful hashish.#gftptlimachel 
Pradesh in Northern India 2003 
Indian hay noun marijuana us 1936 

Indian Heads noun the mi nd Infantr ... US Army. So 

names because of the Division's insignia us mi 
Indian hemp noun marijuana I rom 'East Indian hemp', the familiar 
name for Campbis indfba us. m6 

Indian ice cream noun from soopolallie 

terries, water, and white sugar Canada, 19m 
Indian Indian noun an American Indian who has retained his 
indigenous culture and language us, m3 
Indian list noun the Interdict list 1 1 1 biddin r pet c on from 
buying, selling or consuming alcohol; by extension any list of' 
•those who may notfeufati^otcwiDA ms 
Indian nigga noun a member of a British Indian (Hindi) urban 
youth gang or subculture uk 2006 

Indian rope noun marijuana A play on 'hemp' as a material used in 
making of ropes, hemp (marijuana) and, perhaps, the Indian 
rope trick as a magical mbtlwcj of getti ng high us, mss 

Indian steak noun bologna,m 190 


Indian talk noun in rucking ml rising f m a diesel smoke 
stack. An allifeton to smoke signals used by American Indians 
communicate over (cmg distances us, 

Indian time noun used for denoting a lack of punctuality us, m3 

Indian weed noun 1 Indian hay or Indian 


indie noun as amiliar since 

the 1980s and identified as 'serious' music that is marketed as 
independent and non-commercial, in its bid for commercial 
success. Also used as an adjective uk, mo. ► the Indie the 
Independent (the youngest of the UK's nations 1 daily newspapers) 
first published in October 1986. IrfcglSunday edition is less well- 
toown ss'thf'-Sfcdie' uk 2003 
indie; indy adjective independent (4 

Indo noun 1 Indonesia Australia, m c 2 an Indonesian Australia, 1966. 

3 marijuana cultivated in Indonesians, 1993 
Indon noun an Indonesian I his has for the most part died out in 
favour of indo austoaua ixe 

Indonesian bud noun 1 marijuana culti 1 i in Indonesia l/k 799s. 

2 heroin Uk;:aa® 

industrial language noun swearing, profanity us. im 
Indy nickname the lr 0 a 500-mile race 

every May u4$er 

inexplicable mob noun a large crowd that materialises in a public 
place to perform a scripted action for several minutes before 
diiSJ^'rigiA Mi 

infant killer noun r j ml phile Prison use us, 2002 
infant mortality noun the tendency of computer components to 
fejl within the first few weeks of operation us. mi 
infernal adjective execrable, detestable, annoying uk cm; 

infernally adverb 

infil verb (of military troops 01 spies) lo Infiltrate Military us 199s 
infinitely fine adjective in computing 1-1 1 the ultimate praise 

in flaggers noun in (in the mmission of a crime; 

red-handed), The first syllable elaborated by application of the 

Oxford -ER AUSTRALIA, 1973 

influence noun ► under the influence drunk or drug-intoxicated 


info noun information pffif 

Ingerland noun England ia h ngland ball team. A 

phonetiE representation of the word 'England as chanted by a 
sports'crowd uk England, sms 

Ingersol Willie noun T It rse r in he trad ifficial timer of 
m&tijhg workouts us, tm 

In Hock Constantly noun the owner of an International Harvester 

-Cohapariy truck A back formation from the company's initials IHC 

ink nouni 2 Oil US 1976. 

3 inexpensive w 4 1 h I in i 1 ibly a back-form¬ 

ation from inked which appears from C19 Australia, 1977. ► ink in 

the pen the .eve erecti 1 and t ejaculate us, 1967 

ink verb in the production of comics books, to draw over pencil art 
with -a penus 1997 

ink-and-paper man noun 1 unterfeiter h use 1 printing press 

inked; inked up adjective drunk Australia, ws 
inked in adjective plarwiedtifC raw 

inkie noun in the television and film industries, an incandescent 

light race 

inkie-dinkie noun istries, a 250-watt 

light souse uk ism 

ink-slinger noun a clerical employee us, im 
ink stick noun a fountain petruS m2 










355 


inky | IQ anniversary 


inky noun i a newspaper, espe II le dedi ited to music 
journalism uk 200. 2 a felt-tipped pen. Used in Glasgow schools ut 

SgaUND, 7988 

inland squid noun a surfer who does not live at or near the beach 


innards noun 1 H 1- h 1 hi tomach he gut A dialect and 
vulgar alteration of'inwards' uk 1825. 2 (he inner workings of a car's 
engine or tansmisiiones; rsea 

inner space noun a person's deepest psychological being us, 7957 
innie noun an inward-turned navel us, 19m 
innit isn't it?; also used as a general purpose tag regardless of 
grammatical context Originally, and still, a lazily pronounced inter¬ 
rogative referring back to the verb Is irrttie preceding sentence? 
eg 'Its raining, innii^ttt, 7959 

in on preposition being a part of something; participating in or 
■•sharing in something m Ife 

ins-and-outs noun ► want to know the ins-and-outs of a cat's 
arse; want to know the ins-and-outs of a duck's arse to be 

very inquisitive. Generally in catch phrase form as 'you want to 
know', 'he'd want to know', etc. Variations indutfc 'the ins-and- 
outs of a nag's arse', $Isq 'of a duck's, backside' and 'of a duck's 

7$iMf.UK 1984 

insane adjective 1 excellent us, 1955. 2 fearless; willing to try anything 
for fun us, 1997. 3 ridiculous, in either a good or bad way us 1997 
insanely great adjective in computing, magnificent to a degree that 
can be fully grasped by only the most proficient practitioners os. 


insaniac noun a lunatic. A compound of Ur 


ftf'fand 'r 


insanity stripe noun 

designating a three-year enlistment us, 1946 
insects and ants noun met uni 1 Rhyr ling slang uk i960 
insensitive care unit noun a hospital's intensive care unit os ms 
inside adverb imprisoned uk 1 m 

inside job noun a crime committed by, or with the assistance of 
someone who lives or work:, in the place where it occurs os rets 
inside man noun 111 1 big on indli x nfi lerate to whom the 
victim is turned over once he has been lured into the enterprise 

inside oil noun 

insider noun a pocket i j$. ?m 

inside the Beltway noun literally, the area of Washington D.C. 


inside work noun ig us, 19a 

instaga; instagu noun marijuana os, 2003 
Instamatic noun I for measuring vehicle 

speed. A brand name atefifelstton camera (a generic term 
for radar) o|,#zs- 

Instant Dictator Kit noun n the tnadian military items of brass 
and braid that transform aw-ordinary uniform into a ceremonial 
one CANADA, 7995 

instant LZ noun a 10,000- to 15,000-pound bomb used to clear 
jungle and create an instant landing zone in Vietnam, thg'.bomb 
was designed to create a wide but shallow crater in.tffe jungle, 
literally creating an instant landing zone us, mi 

instant zen noun LSDf£$jg» 

insurance cheater noun in oil diflttsg, a safety belt us 19M 


intel noun 1 

intellectual noun in the army, a member of the intelligence section 

intellectual hour noun all time spent watching cartoahs fin 
leievisfijfi's 79® 

intelligence centre noun a field latrine. Gulf war usage os, 1991 
intense adjective e ten 1 I - 1 luonal idjective rendered 

.Slang by attitude and pronunciation, emphasis on the second 
syllable us im 

Inter nickname the intermediate examination taken after completing 
three years of secondary school in Ireland Ireland, 1998 

Intercourse 80 nickname Interstate SO, a majo 1st— t nr. 

in the US us;nn 

intercoursed adjective exhausted Archly euphemistic for fucked uk 

interesting adjective in computing, annoying or difficult os, 1991 

interesting, yes - provocative used for expressing possible 
Interest in whal has just been said A catchphrase from the film 
tommy Soy us, mr 

interior decorating noun the act of hav'ng sex during the day. 

Upper-class society usage uk m2 
Interlake potato noun a rock Canada, W 7 
internal noun a person who smuggles drugs inside their bodies us 


international milk thief noui ale of police 

•humour; heavily ironic US 797/ 

interrogation by altitude noun by US troops 

of interrogating a group of suspected Viet Cong in a helicopter, 
throwing those who refused to answer to their death below and 
thus encouragingfrom these left us 1990 
in the nude noun food. Rhyming slang uk m 
in there; in thar adjective excellent. An allusion to surfing inside the 
feeiilpv Ofa breaking wave us, 7997 

into preposition 1 in debt to us, 1893 . 2 in organised crime, in control 
of us, 7985. 3 interested in; participating in us ms 
intro noun an tr?fr|§fa;ion 
intro verb to introduce US, ms 
invertebrated adjective very.ritMfiki^ 7982 
investment noun ew Zealand, 1944 

invitation noun 1 leedingtici 1 - iumi 11 euphemism us. me 
invite noun an In iti 1 - il 1 noun that began as standard 
Efigfeh abd then evolved slang uk isss 
in with preposition 11 ill-in I ,i I ml 11 I up with someone 

in you go, says Bob Munro Munro 

gave his name lo this toast, he is lost in the alcohol fog of history 
NEWZ&Mtfii.W9 

in-your-chops adjective direct, provocative UK. 2004 
in-your-face; in-yo-face adjective aggressive, provocative us i988 
your oils adjective delighted; in your element. From Welsh hwyl 
y'imoo(®;M WALES, 7985 

IOW used as Internet shorthand to mean 7n other words' us 1997 

I owe you money or what? h n 1 f at me that way? 
Flawaiian youth usage us, mi 

IQ anniversary noun lue anniversary of a person's quitting 
smoking. I he 'IQ' stems from 7 Quit', punning on the more 
cpmmonly ufderstood sense of the abbreviation u5u®e 
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IQ Charley noun a half-wit. Feen slang; unkind us, 1955 
irie; irey adjective good, great, wonderful Jamaica, 1994 
iris noun an Indian homosexual male. Gay slang, formed on the 
name Iris, probably elaborating the initial T for ‘Indian’, and orig¬ 
inating among Cape coloureds sijffifi. africa, 2000 
Irish noun Irish imf ir h iuI his! linen, tea, etc. Linen 
from 1784, snuff from 1834 and whiwfbm 1889 UK 19m 
Irish nickname any athletic team from Notre Dame University. An 
abbreviation of the fuller fighting irish us. im 
Irish apple noun a potato UK ism 
Irish baby buggy noun a wheelbarrow p^.,019 
Irish banjo noun 1 shove, us mi 
Irish clubhouse noun a police stationhouse us, 19m 
Irish confetti noun 1 emer pilled on 1 woman's body us, rasw 

2 stones, bricks, etc, when 1 ised as offensive missiles us, m 1. 

3 small stones kept in a pocket for disciplining sheepdogs new 
^mai VP; m> 

Irish curtain noun on Prince Edward Island, a cobweb inside the 
hOUSe CANADA, 1988 

Irisher noun a person of Irish descent OS, im 

Irish horse nouni sailed beef ok ms. 2 a flaccid or impotent penis 

'•Mmr- 

Irish hurricane noun a flat calm sea us, im 
Irish jig; Irish noun i wig .. lang uk. 1972 

Irish lace; Irish lace curtains noun a sfftfer’S cobweb us. 1950 


iron cure noun the sudde a of a drug to an 

addict in jail who suffers Intensely us. $3. 

iron curtain noun a girdle us. 19m 
iron dog noun a snowmobile|^ : r^6i 
iron door noun ► behind the iron door in prison us, 1992 
iron duke noun 111 1 ike t han< hat is either ertain to win or at 
least played asTftit is certain to win os, i%7 
iron girder noun a murder Rhyn ing slang uk 1998 
iron God noun the Burroughs B-ubO computer os 196s 
iron hat noun wn as a 'hard 

hat' us, 1954 

iron hoof; iron noui lang for poof 

iron horse noun a tank or other armoured vehicle us raw 
iron idiot noun an imprecise but easily manoeuvred manual sight 

Iron Lady nickname I hi. I ' li i 

Hilda Thatcher (b 1925) Coined by the Soviet media for Thatcher's 
unyielding anti-commumst sentiments; always used 'the' uk 


iron lot noun a used car business specialising In old, inexpensive 
iron lung noun a tip, a grab for bung uk, 

iron man noun < e metal coin us, nos 


Irish linen noun in pool, the cloth used as a grip on the end of a 

Irishman's gate noun 

Irish pennant noun a dangling thread on a recruit's uniform 
WifiWilittffouf, marine usage us, 

Irish picnic wagon noun a police van OSsfiBe 

Irish pop noun i hot ill ill li of beer (A i9S2 

Irish rose noun the nose. Rhyming slang uk i%i 

Irish shave noun an act of defecation us, nn 

Irish steak noun h -1 illusi it li i[ erty uk Scotland, 

Irish sulk noun a fit of depre ion after being pirited and happy 
CAfoAOA, W 

Irish toothache noun 1 an erection uk ism. 2 pregnancy us; is®'-' 
Irish turkey noun c^riT^ feetf uiaisits 

Irish waterfall noun n which smoke 

is drawn into the mouth and then allowed to <|(ijft<out and 
upwards for rnihalati.ah th,rQugh the nose uk. ass- 

Irish wedding noun masturbationBl.iss? 

Irish whip noun call close to the 

body us 1972 

iron noun 1 a gun, c nil 1 har 11 2 the penis uk 1706. 

3 money uk, 1705. 4 in the used car business, collectively the worst 
cars on the sales lol us. 1975. 5 an 0 d, dilapidated truck us, raw. 6 in 
hot rodding, a custom-bui 1 chrome bumper i is. 1956. 7 an older 
mainframe co 8 ► push 

iron; bump iron; drive iron; pump iron to lift weights Prison 

Iron Age noun in 11 'ii 1 the peri I i[ imately between 

1:961 (the first pdp- 1) and 1971 (the first ctamereal 
.Wiicropfocss0x5(jis 1991 

iron ass noun a stern, demanding, unrelenting person us cm 


Iron Mikenouni I le. Rhyming slang for'bike formed from 
the nickname of IJS boxei Mike hyson (b 1966) uk 199s. 2 a pair of 
'bra|£ knuckles us, 1949 

iron mouth noun any person with .otfted®ntia ts, 1979 
iron nose noun in British Columbia, a steelhead trout Canada, 1903 
iron out verb 1 1 correct a misunde nding t negotiate differ¬ 
ences and achieve agreement, to put right uk, 1930. 2 to knock a 
jjffsgh downy thiflatteftTitisnMUA 1953 
iron pile noun the area in a prison recreation yard where the 
weightlifting equipment is kept us, m2 
iron pony noun a rffoj8?3pfe:i«, 1945 

irons noun 1 handcuffs. Also used in the singular us ra.29. 2 in horse 
racing, stirrups us, 1951. 3 tyre chains used for winter driving us. raw 
iron skull noun on the railways, a boilermaker us, 1946 
iron tank noun a bank. Rhyming slang uk 19m 
Iron Triangle nouni lex 

between Pyongyang to the fjjpfi, Chorwon to the west and 
Kumhwa to the east us, 1968 2 a derise jungle area near the Cu Chi 
District of South Vietnam, about 20 nStes, northwest of Saigon; 
dominated by the Viet Cong and the scene of heavy fighting us 

iron undies noun woman who is 

not witling to have sex new Zealand, 2002 
iron worker noun 1 crimina h pecialise 1 1 ire iking into safes 

US. 1949 

iron yard noun il ra n I 1 ht liftir luipment is left and 
used, especially In prison us. 199s 
I say! used for adr,ruling at ntion r for regi tering surprise or 
pleasure!*; 1909 

I say, I say, I say! used 1 1 a hph ise ntr< iuction to a corny 
joke. From music hall comedy routines uk 1927 
isda noun heroin us im 


iron ben noun a huiSfeproef'vestal®® 
ironbender noun 1 n 1 1 u 1 1 11 1 

iron bomb noun 1 nventional aerial bon that i amply dropped 
from the sky without any targeting capability in the bomb us, 1962 
iron box noun a domestic iron india, 1979 


I see nothing used n humoroi iression ol 1 ipli 11 - 

catchphrase from the unlike v w; t ky-N;zi-POW-camp-comedy 
television programme Hogan's Heroes (CBS, 1965-71). Uttered 
frequently by Sergeant Haniihultz, the full phrase was 'I see 
nothing. I hear nothing. I know nothing!'. Repeated ; With 
referent*®! Jtumour us, ms 
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I see, said the blind man (and he saw) | it takes all 


I see, said the blind man (and he saw) used for expressing 
sudden comprehension in a teasing gnd humorous way us, mi 
ish noun an issue (of a magazine, especially a single-interest fan 
magazine) us, res7. ► the ish a Royal Marine issued with all poss¬ 
ible kit, or a full complement of equipment DenveSf&m 'issue' 

-ishsuffixi added to an adjective or phrase to form a less precise 
adjective, or to suggest a vaguerybpSn wider, interpretation of the 
proceeding adjective or phrase uk isis. 2 added to a proper name 
to form an adjective uk, ms 
I shit them I aril'Superior uk 19n 
I shit you not I am very serious us, im 
I should cocoa!; I should coco! I should say so. Rhyming slang, 
'coffee and cocoa', unusually reduced to its second element 
Dens.ve anc, :*castic uk ms 
I shouldn't wonder! I should not be surprised uk, W6 
ishy adjective disgusting; unappealing us, m 
is it? 1 used for registering a mild disbelief uk 1994. 2 used for indi¬ 
cating polite interest, astonishment incredulity, etc, Used 
rhetorically without regard ffi> gender subject off .number. 
Sometimes 'izzit' south Africa, wo 
Island noun ► the Island the Isle I ighl the south coast of 
England; in particular the prisons: HMfr£l(ihft''Hill, HMP Albany or 
HMP Parktluhstu4; : 

Isle of Man noun 1 i'in Rhyming in 11 led on the name of 

the island off the north west of England uk 1992 
Isle of Wight noun a light Rhymirf|-s)ang «c im 
Isle of Wight adjective 1 right; both as an expression of approval and 
indicative of direction Rhyming slang, formed from the name of 
the island off the south coast of England uk i960. 2 tight (in a state 
of drunkenness crmean with mone^js^fning: slang uk m2 
I smell bacon! them aie ; 1 - 1 1 1 A ca hphrase from Wayne's 
World, heard before but popularised by It us, 1993 
isn’t it? used rhet 11 II I 1 1 il ender, subject or 
number is wist fiftpp 7 souxjx^rica im 
isn't that special 7 i for pr 1 1 ti disdain From 

Dana Carvey's 'Church Lady' skit on Saturday Night Live us, 1937 
Israelite noun money Jamaica, 

issue noun a problem. Often used in a mocking way, borrowing from 
the lexicon of self-improvement and popular psychotherapy. Most 
often heard in the plujiUk, tm 
issues noun crack cocaine UK mos- 

-ista suffix when < orni ned h a subject-noun i follower or 
aficionado of something dr someone. From- Spanish. An example 

is FASHIONISTA UK 2003 

is the Pope (a) Catholic? yes, a nonsense retort used as an 
affirmative answer to a silly question, often sarcastic. Often mixed 
with the synonymous no bears shit in the woods? to achieve does 
the POPE SHIT in the woods? Used in the UK since the 1970s uS nft 
I suppose noun a nose SSpning slang uk is$ 

I swallow! used as a cry of submission uk 2000 
iswas noun a contemptible, very much disliked person. This appears 
to be a compound of 'is' and 'was' and is therefore perhaps 
implying that therpe^on so described is (soon to be) to the past 
tense. Noted in connection'-*#! a legal dispute over rap lyrics by 
BBC News, 6th June 2003 uk zoos 

is your father a glass maker? used to suggest that somebody in 
front of you at a public event sit down and stop blocking your 
View TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 2003 

it noun 1 sex uk 1599. 2 the penis us nu, 3 a short-term sexual 
parlner, a casual pick-up uk 2002. 4 in male homosexual usage, a 
heterosexual male or a homosexual maid who isndt part of the 
■speaker's inner clpferds, »ss; 

It noun sweet vermouth. Originally /talian vermouth as used in 'gin 


it ain’t over ’til the fat lady sings usee: as a humorous aphorism 
meaning that something is not over until 11 is over. The battle cry 
-0 those who are about to lose us m2 

ital adjective natural, unadulterated; (of food) organic, salt-free; (of sex) 
without a condom Jamaica. 1994 

Italian airlines noun walking us. 1937 

Italian mausoleum noun a car boot (runk) 1 rom die stereotype of 
ijie corpses of Mafia murddf victims being stuffed,in car boots us, 

Italian shower noun a liberal appl'cation of aftershave or scent uk 


ITALY written on an envelope, or at the foot of a lover's letter, as 
lovers' code for 'I trust and love fm Widely-known, and well-used 
-by servicemen but apparently;has not transferred to:thd coded 
vocabulary cf(Baking UK ism 

itch noun ► he (she) wouldn’t give you the itch said of a 
person with a reputation foi meanness. In Glasgow use uk ms 
itch verb to have a desire to do something uk 1225 

itch and scratch; itch noun a mate!' (a vesta) uk mi 
itchy backside noun said of a restless person Singapore, 2002 
itchy feet noun 1 attributed 1 person hoi restless 1131134. 

2 attributed to a prison inmate who is considered to be a potential 
abscender. A specialisation of 'have itchy feet’ (to be restless) m 

itchy pussy noun a Mitsubishi car us m2 

ite all right (as an adjective, or a greeting) A shortening of 'all right'. 
Teen slang uk, 2003 

item noun 1 1 mmitment 

■^fetthe two individuals be considered as a single mi 

Itie noun gBiiffajian, Variation UK Wi 


Itie adjective \t0&RAUSTRAUA, 1988 

-itis suffix used to create imaginary medical conditions, such as 
lazyitfs (congenita] laziness) and eobitis (an aversion to prtpfcfood) 


it's all good 1 e that all is well 

in the world us, im 

it’s been great use#fls a farewell us, 19m 
it’s been real used as a fare ell, suggestir that the time spent 
together has been enjoyable us, 1932 

it's better to give than receive used as a declaration that it is 
better © be the active rather than passive partner in homosexual 
anal intercourse, A charitable philosophy uk 2000 
it's breakfast! 1 mean that the 

SW is out and their work is finished:® l *te 
it’s dead the issue being discussed need not be discussed any 
further us, 2002 " 

it’s hard to feel good about that used as an intentionally laconic 
expression of sympathy 01 commiseration us, m 7 
it’s not my job 11 I 1 ressing a la interest in helping to 
do something. A signature line of comedian Freddie Prinze on the 
television comedy Chicaand the Man (NBC, 1974-^78). Repeated 
with referential humour (is. 1974 

it’s not the end of the world! offered as consolation to someone 
who has suffered a-,mishap uk, 1934 
it’s on! used for announcing the start of hostilities between youth 


it’s the oil that counts 111 il rillin used 1 expressing doubt 
-kacsttbany new process, equipment cfffiS-0.7954 
it’s there used as a stock answer about something that is 
acceptable but not great Canada, im- 
itsy bitsy noun the vagina. Childish euphemism us, ms 
itsy-bitsy adjective tiny us, 193s 
it’s you used as a greeting us. 1973 

it takes all sorts n os 

ophy: it takes-nall.SQrtSpto make a world (or a universe) uk mi 






it takes one to know one | Izzy 
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it takes one to know one you are as bad as the person you are 
cfttidsng uk 

itty adjective tiny. A childish form of 'little' uk i m 
itty-bitty adjective tiny A reduplicated variation of itty, perhaps by 
combination with bitty uk. ms 

Ivan noun a Ru in, especia i Her the r ition of Russia; 
sometimes used in thgppljaral to represent Russians in general, 
Originally military; the popular malefiitenafne is the Russian: 
equivalent to John us. 1944 

ivories noun 1 the teeth uk m2. 2 the keys of a piano or a similar 
instrument uk ms. 3 dice us, n.v. 4 billiard or pool balls uk ws. 

► spank the ivories 

► tickle the ivories 1 | I I 111110 uk mi 
ivory flake noun co©r®8'-8& 7983 

ivory soap noun piece us, 1959 

ivory tower noun 1 ed i metaphor 1 1 attitude that is elitist, 
intellectual and removed from the real world us, 1911 


I wonder! I doubt it!, I can't believe it!; I think it may be so uk 1922 

I wouldn't fuck her with your dick used as a jocular 
disparagement of a woman's sexual attractiveness us 1974 

I wouldn't kick her out of bed; I wouldn't kick that out of 

bed used as an expression of general sexua interest Sometimes 
elaborated as 'I wouldn't kick her out of bed for -farting’ or"... f# 
eating CfSck^rs' m, im 
ixnay no. Pig Latin for 'nix' us, 1929 

-iz- infix used as an infix to hide the meaning of a word. Used in 
prison and other fields with a tentative relationship Wlhe law. 
Dope becomes 'dizope' us im 
-iz-i infix an embellishment that adds no meaning to a word. 
Popularised by Frankie Smith in the 1999 song 'Double Dutch 

ft|lS' US 1999 

IZM; ism; izm noun marijuana us 1992 
Izzy noun any Jewish Male. VS. 1 949 





J noun 1 a marijuana cigarette. 'J' is for joint us, ns7. 2 in a deck of 
playing cards, a jack( is, 1 «a. 3 money An abbreviation of jack us 

JA noun 1 Jam nr 1 2 milk an Jamaica, 2000 

jab noun an ■intravenous drugJftjfsfipn us, ku 
jab verb to inject, a drug intravenously us, ms 
jabba; fat jabba noun in 1 igh mattra tive peison, 
especially a school fellow; especially used as a playground insult. 
Afidf the character Jabba the Hutt, introduced to cisi$3ja: goers in 
Return oftheJedi, 1983 pit, a© 
jabber nouni 2 

1973. 3 a boxer us, 1904 

jabbing jabba noun the act of anal sex A nicely alliterative turn of 
phrase. Jabba the Hutt, ere; ted by George Lucas, is an 
excrementally ugly character from the Star Wars films; hence 
'jabbing' prrustinf) m 

jab-off noun dm I 1 en ill n I - lila ill m and euphoria 
following a heroin injection us, 1973 
jack nouni anything at all; nothing al all us, 1973. 2the anus. Notably 
in 'up your jack!" uk, 1934. 3 an act of masturbation us. 2003. 

4 semen. Possibl I 1 rmatior from jack off (to masturbate) 
us, 1997. 5 a sexually transmitted infection Short for jack in the 
box', rhyming slang for pox Australia 1 m. 6 methylated spirits as 
an alcoholic drink Probably a variation ol jake uk, mu 7a 
homemade alcoholic beverage, usually applejack or raisinjack us 
1894. 8 tobacco 9 10 

small white ball that serves as a target for the bowls uk, kiu 
11 money c 12 

unknown Australia, me. 13 a robbery us, acs . 14 a police officer or 
del 15 16 a kookaburra. 

Shortening of 'laughing jackass' Australia, isos. 17 a peek or a look 
NEW ZEALAND,. 1$84 

Jack noun an all-purpose male name; any man; used as a male-to- 
male form of address Predominant v black use uk. 1706 t>see: jack 


jack verb 1 to steal, to take by force - especially of street crime. 
Adopted from 'jac s' (to hijack) us mo. 2 to lift or raise or move 
something, as with a carjack Australia, mu 3 (of a male) to 
masturbate us, 1995. 4 to convey a cartridge into the chamber of a 
firearm Australia, 199 5. 5 to abandon, to dismiss uk mu 6to serve 
(a prison sentence) us. 1966. 7 to move the plunger of a hypodermic 
syringe back and forth Australia, mo. 8 10 flush blood in and out of 
a hypodermic syringe Australia, mo. 9 to cease; to shirk uk 1947. 

► jack someone's root 1 1 1 - 1 - no mo ► jack 
your jaw to talk incessantly us ms. ► jack your joint to »" ‘ 
manoeuvre your pert$-#j1ng sex us, 1997 

jack adjective 1 use 1 I 1 I.Hum used for inspiration 

while masturbating Followed by the medium - jack pictures', 
jack flick', jack book', etc us 1990. 2 had enough of; fed up with 

AUSTRALIA, 1889 

Jack; Jack's nickname Jack Daniels™ whisky us, i 
jackabaun noun in Nr undland i nischi i person not to be 
trusted. This word may have descended from the British jacobin' 
.jk political reformer) Canada, 19 82 

jackal's wedding noun 1 him I n I ur hine and it tains; a 
sunshower Glossed .1: 1 'village expression by Nigel Hankin, 
Hanklyrt-Janklyn, 3003 india, 2003 

Jack and Danny noun 1 the buttocks, the anus, Rhymtog slang for 
fanny, formed from characters played by Jack Nicholson and 
Danny Lloyd in the Stanley Kubrick film, The Shining, 1980 uk, 1992. 
2 the vagina. Rhyming si; ng foi fanny (tIle vagina) ijk, 2000. 3 a 
-Sthry, lies. Rhyming slabgfor fanny uk 2000 


Jack and Jill; Jack-and-Jill; jack noun 1 a bill. Miring slang uk 
i960. 2 a till, a cash registei Rhyming slang uk m2. 3 a hill. 

Rhyming, slang, formed on the nursery rhyme couple whphweftt tipf- 
the hill ijk, urn. 4a fool Rhyming slang for dill (afool) Australia, 

1973. 5 the (contraceptive) pi . Rhyming slang uk ms. 6 a pill. 
iRhypnfng stang uk 1992 

Jackanorynoun ■ = 1 Hi 1 11 n 1 1 1- in ; 11 1 1 1 

BBC television storytelling programme lackanory, 1965-96 uk m2 
jack around verb 1 to engage in horseplay us, nes. 2 to fool around 

jackass noun 1 1 A male rnd thu 11 laboration of ass (a 
fool) UK 10 Sr 

jackatar noun a Newfoundlander of mixed French and Mlcmac 
ancestry Canada. 1966 

jack benny noun in h k em [ Hi 1 three in< i nine as the first 
two cards deall to a player. Comedian Benny perpetually claimed 
mat he was ® fearfodd us, Wt 

jack boat; jack schooner noun a two-spar gaff-rigged fishing boat 
In Cape Breton and Newfoundland Canada, m2 
jackboynouna 1—1 riminal h relie tin t exclusively upon 
force and terror us mt 
Jack Canuck noun a Canadian Canada, 1943 
Jack Dash noun an act of urination. Glasgow rhyming slang for 
SLASH UK-fOOTtAND 1988 

jackdaw and rook noun ,1 b'« pecifi II in the theatre, the text 
of a play ('the book) Originally theatrical uk ueo 
Jack Dee noun urine; an act of urination Rhyming slang for wee or 
pee, formed from the name of a UK coftsgdjafi-actor (b.1962). Also 
used as a verb uk, m 

Jack Doyle noun boil. ... slang, fi nil mi the name of 

an Irish boxer, 1913-78 UK 1992 

jacked adjective 1 stolen, especially if taken in a mugging (a violent 
street-crime). Alas, in ever wider-use since the early 1980s us. 2002. 

2 caffeinated. Borrowing from the anguage of car fuel for appli¬ 
cation fo the world: of coffee drinks and, to-a lesser extent, soft 
drinks us, 1996. 3 very muscular us, 2003 
jacked up; jacked adjective 1 drunk, drug-inloxicated, exhilarated us, 
1935. 2 Infected with a sexua Iv transmitted infection Australia, mo 
jackeen noun a Dubline aviation of 

John (Bull), the national nickname for an English man originating 
from the character named John Bull Who features as a 
stereotypical Englishman in The History of John Bull', a collection 
of pamphlets written by jfohn Arbuthnot (1667-1735), issued in 

1 JJjtgl'SHA*, 7998 

jacker noun i a robber, a hijacker ( is, i m. 2 a camouflage expert us 

jackeroo; jackaroo noun 

and learning how to manage, a cattle or sheep station. Origin 
unknown. Suggestions have beesrutegion, such as: the male name 
Jadcfelended with 'kangaroo'; a corruption of Johftwy Raw; and 
borrowings from various Australian Aboriginal languages. Originally 
it was a Queensland word referring to a man living away from 
settled areas, and may be referable B a native Queensland 
language Australia, ms 

jackeroo; jackaroo verb to work as a jackeroo Australia, iszs 
jacket noun i a j - nnel fil eciall in pri n or the military us 
1944 . 2 an executive not invo ved with actua production us urn. 3 a 
capsule of Nembutal™, a centra nervous system depressant us, 
urn. ► get a jacket; wear a jacket (used of a man) to accept, 
unknowingly, another man's child as your own Jamaica, 1997. 

► give (someone) a jacket (used of a woman) to name 





jacket | Jack the Dripper 
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someone as the father of her child who is not actually the father 
Jamaica, 2003. ► put the jacket on someone to frame someone, 
setting them up to take the blame us, m2 
jacket verb I jacket, 

signifying a steady dating relationship us, 1954 
jack flaps noun 1 hi 'Mr ' ill 1 man in pursuit of female 
companionship us, 1976 

Jack Flash noun a crash, a smash. Rhyming slang, probably formed 
from: the title of the Rolling Stones' song, 'Jumping Jack 
flash',1968 uk m 




Kray tv 


Jack Herer noun 1 tremel 11 rair f marijuana, a hybrid 
T l pf three of the strongest varieties. Named in honour of Jack Herer, 
also known as ‘The Emperor bfHdfnp 1 , a high-profile campaigner 
for the legalisation-of cannabis ur 2003 
Jack Horner; little Jack Horner noun a corner. Rhyming slang; its 
various uses glossed as ‘may he stood in, turned around or cut' uk 

Jackie noun in the circus or carnival, a story of past deeds or 
eSQpaddf os, im 

Jackie Dash; jackie noun an act of urination Rhyming slang, 
formed, apparently, from the name of .1 union official in London's 
dockland, jack dash, however, is recorded in Glasgow in 1988 uk, 

Jackie Howe; Jacky Howe; jacky-howe noun a dark blue or black 
sleeveless singlet worn by rural labourers Named after Jackie 
(John Robert) Howe (d 19$® a champion shearer Australia, 1930 
Jackie Trent adjective dishonest, corrupt Rhyming slang for bent, 
formed from the namefof a popular singer (b.1940) uk 20m 
jack in; jack it in verb 1 to abandon, to quit uk, mot. 2 to log onto 
the Internet us, n 9 S 

jackin' the beanstalk verb I 1 nalej nasiud Ling Cleverly 
punning jack off (to masturbate) and stalk (the erect penis) with 
tjtf fimous fMfytt&fUS 1999 

Jack-in-the-black noun black-labelled! Jack Daniels™ whisky us, 1990 
jack in the box noun 1 the penis Like Hie toy, it pops up at the 
least touch uk 199 .. 2 syphilis Rhymir g s ang for pox. The 
Shortened form 'jack' is first recorded in Australia, 1944 uk 1954 
jack it upto have ual inter 1 1 1 I me me) Australia, 1974 

jack-jawed adjective dim-witted us, ms 

Jack Johnson noun in a hi blade 1 kin up Jack Johnson 
was a heavyweight champion boxer, the first black to win the title! 
jhis'victory spurred the search for a 'Great White Hope' Canada, 1992 
Jack Jones; Jack; Jack Malone noun a state of isolation, alone, 
Imperfect rhyming slang for 'alone', yet in practice the rhyme 
often seems to be with 'own': 'on your jack' (dr), your own); a 
fleeting of abandonment iStifcen implied uk ms 
Jack Ketch noun a term of imprisonment Rhyming slang foi 

STRETCH UK, 1998 

jack-knife verb to double up at the waist us, use ► jack-knife 

your legs (used of a man) to straighten your legs so that the 
crease of the trousers stands out and the turn-ups fall over the 
i-hoss-us, 1994 

Jack Lang nm.n I ning slang; Au ralian ling Rhyming 

slang, formed from the name of Australian state politician Jack 
(John Thomas) Lang 1876—1975 al/straua 1977 

jackleg noun JS, 1949 

jackleg adjective unschooled, untrained us, 1 m 

jacko noun an oppossum m wZealand, 1934 

jack-off noun 1 an act of masturbation us, 1952. 2 a despised person 


masturbate) us, 1916. 2 to manipu ale the injection of a drug such 
that the drug enters the blood stream slowly us 1$ 67 
jack-off artist noun a masturbator ts tmi 
jack-off bar noun a truck's emergency brake us m 
jack-off flare noun a small, hand-launched aerial flare. The term is 
based on comparing images us, rasz 
jack-off party ™un a male gathering for mutual masturbation UK 

jack of spades noun ingla Rhymir Im for shades uk 1992 
jack of the dust noun it ill 1 1 1 I per of cleaning 
Supplies US, 1986 

jack-pack noun male to simu- 

late the sensation of penetration us, 1979 
jack picture noun i photograph u I Ini nasturbating( 
jackpot noun i serious trouble 2 a lo f logs cr ed in every 

direction us, ms. 3 in the circus or carnival, a story of past deeds 

jackrabbit noun .ectionatthe 

first hint of a green light us m2 
jackrabbit parole noun escape from prison us. 1992 
jack ready adjective sexually aroused us im 

Jack Rice noun 11 I 1 1 1 1.11 in I riptions of large 

objects From the.n&fne of a famous racehorse Australia, ms 
Jack Robinson noun ► before you can say Jack Robinson; 
quicker than you can say Jack Robinson instantly; almost 
instantly; very quickly Lffomoo 

jack-roll verb 11( rob or pi ip et, especially to rob a drunk us 
1916. 2 to abduct a woman As a crime, this was especially 
comm$m|ilace in the late 1980 s; after ‘the JaCkrptlers', a gang of 
kidnappers from: the Diepkloof area of Sow£d south Africa, 2003 
jack-roller noun 1 person h ml In inks us, 1922 
jacks noun ajtsM Ireland, 1991 

jack’s alive noun n | lly as five pound terling. Rhyming 
slang for 'five', sometimes abbreviated to jack's’ uk 1931 
jack shit noun nojhfrtg, £ pittance us. 1959 
jack-slap verb to slap- (someone) forcefully US mi 
Jackson noun 1 a twenty-dollar note I rom Hie portrait of US 
President Andrew Jackson on the note ( is. ms. 2 used as a male-to- 
male term of address us, mi 

Jackson five noun Ink I 1 11 il dollar notes. A 

portrait of US President Andrew Jackson is found o»the face of a 
$20 note, -enabling this putt-Op the 1970 s Motown recording group 

US. 1983 

Jackson Pollocks; jacksons noun the testicles; hence, nonsense, 
rubbish Rhyming slang loi bollocks, based on artist Jackson 
»JfeBfW 12 - 56 )ujc 2 co 2 

Jack Sprat noun 1 the fat (of meat). Rhyming slang uk i960. 2 an 
annoying or troublesome chi d Rhyming slang (or brat uk 1992 
Jack Straw noun 1 Secretary 

1997 - 2001 , responsible for strengthening anti-drug legislation, was 
embarrassed when his son was arrested for possession of 
marijuana. Within days the rhyming slang 'Jack Straw' for draw 
(marijuana) had been added to the lexicon uk 1998 
jacksy; jacksie; jaxie noun the buttocks; fftg^nus uk. mu 
Jack Tar; jolly Jack Tar noun 1 a sailor.. An elaboration; of tar uk 
i78i 2 a bar. Rhyming slang uk mu 
Jack the Bear noun in motor racing, a driver who performs very 

Jack the biscuit noun r h 1 1.mportant or 

self-important enough to be ostentatious, jack (a man) 'takes the 
(biscuit' (defeats all rivals) UKmfs. 

Jack the Dripper noun the penis. A pun on the 

serial killer Jack the Ripper uk , 2003 
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Jack the Lad | jakes 


Jack the Lad noun i 

smugger than the rest; a rogue. In Prison Patter, 1996, Angela 
Devlin notes that this ternfrfs; used to excuse dubious - possibly 
criminal - behaviour by young males uk m. 2 in criminal circles, 
ah exemplary Ofiminal uk, 1974 
Jack the Lad adjective bad. Rhyming slang uk. m2 
Jack the Ripper noun 1 a kipper (a sihgted'flsh) uk, m2 2 a 

striptease ai 11 1 .. Ii r stripper uk 2003. 3 a slipper. 

Rhyming slang, based on the name of legendary late C19 
Whitechapel murderer uk 2 002 

jack-up noun i a tablet of sodium amobarbital (trade name 
Amytal™), a central nervou: system depressant us, 1973. 2an 
injection of drugs: Pfoffr. the verb uk m6 
jack up verb i to inject drugs US, ms f 2 to raise us. 1904. 3 (of the 
surf) to increase in swell aiistralia rasz. 4 to rob with force us. ms. 

5 to arrest or detain foi questioning by police os, reez. 6 to be 
uncooperative; to object to refuse to comply Australia, im 
jack-up fence noun rg 11 1 il barbed /vire across the 

top. Criminals lift victims and hang them on the top of the fence 
as they fob them us. 2000 

Jacky noun a kookaburra/u/sirp/m /.m ► sit up like Jacky to sit 
up straight in a perky or self-important manner. It has been 
suggested that this refers to sitting up straight ‘as an aboriginal ife ’ 
supposed to do in company with whites', thougi.it should be 
noted that the kookaburra habitually sits up on an exposed Mafidh 
or fencetop, surveying an sgi.of ground for insect and reptile 
food, and impertinently ignores the frequent attacks of other birds 
AUSmm. mi 

Jacky Jacky; Jacky noun an Au 1 lian Ai riginal man Australia, ms 
Jacob's crackers noun the testicles. Also shortened form 'Jacobs'. 
Rhyming slang for knackers; frond the branded savoury biscuits. 
Usage popularised by comedian Joe Pasquale in the television 
programme I'm A Celebrity, Get Me Out of Here, December 2004 

Jacob's crackers adjective tired hai ter Rhyming slang leading 
to knackered; a variant of cream crackered formed on a premier 
brand Of Cream: crackers uk, 2am 

Jacob's ladder noun a sturdy rope ladder dropped from a hovering 
helicopter for descent to. and ascent from the ground as, 
jader noun in Newfoundland, a person not iked, a nuisance Canada, 

jafa noun 1 a resident of Auckland. From just another fucking 
Auklander' Nt w Zealand, 1 19s. 2 a scientist An abbreviation of just 
another Peking academic'. 'Jafcf is a variant where thesdientist is 
an 'observer' ANTARCnpK rtp 

jaffa noun an inferti e man Probably an al usion to a seedless Jaffa 
orange uk. 2001 

jag noun 1 a period of time spent entirely focused on a single 
activity, often with the defining term prefixed us. 1913. 2 a drinking 
or drug binge us, 1392. 3 a state of alcohol or drug intoxication uk, 
1678. 4 an act of solvent abuse uk, ran. 5 a social engagement; a 
dale Ireland, 1183. 6 a loner acking social skills us. 1993. 7 a small 
load on a truck us, twr 
Jag noun a Jaguar car us, 1953 
jag reef; to work as a male prostitute us, 1972 
jagabat noun 7 M dad and 

TOBAGO. 1992 


jag off verb l > such that the 

drug enters Hie blood stream slowly us, ms 
jags adjective sexually aroused south Africa, 2004 


jahalered adjective drutjkw, 2002 

jail noun in horse racing, the first month after a claimed horse is in 
a new stable. Racing rules limit Hie conditions under which the 
horse may be raced I inn the first monti ►in jail in 

pool, said of a cue ball that is touching another ball or the rail, 
leaving the pfayer wifftijab good opportunity to make a shot us, 1990 
jail verb to serve a prison sentence, especially without losing hope or 
sanity us, m7. ► be jailing to wear your trousers or shorts very 
low, below the buttocks, with your boxer shorts visible above the 
trouser line. From the image of prisoners who are not' allowed to 
have belts and whose trousers thus sag us, 1993 
jail arithmetic noun in 1 n u 1 1 neti used t keep track of 
your time served and the time remaining on your sentence us 1949 
jailbait; gaol-bait noun 1 r tin _ ml under the legal age of 
COfisent us. 1930 

jailbird; gaol-bird noth & jrrisoff^^s ex-convict uk, m 
jail bollocks noun difficulties presented by fellow-prisoners and 
officers UK, 1996 

jailcraft noun a prison-officer ; kno ledge of the d iy-to-day running 
of a prison uk, 1996 

jaileenoun a pn : n fficer Adelibera 1 le ever il for the jailer uk 

jail gay noun 1 | 1 mi h hil 1 1 ill heterosexual, adopts 
homosexuality as a temporary practice while in prison uk 2000 
jailhouse noun a type of bet in an illegal numbers game lottery us, 

jailhouse flowers noun the solicitation of sexual relations by non- 
lexical verbalisation us, 1974 

jailhouse lawyer noun ,1 pii net 1 n pertise, real and/or 
perceived, in the criminal justice system us, 1926 
jailhouse punk noun a man who becomes a passive homosexual 
while in ’risen us, mi 


jail-wise adjective |hii > lit mil ' uuival in prison us, 

jake noun 1 Jamaica ginger, a potent and dangerous illegally 
manufactured alcohol us 1 ■ 2 methylated spirits as an alcoholic 
drinku/c 1932. 3 a vagrant alcoholic addicted to methylated spirits 
uk 1966. 4 a social outcast us. re®. 5 a person identified as a poten¬ 
tial crime victim us. 1997. 6 a uniformed police officer us res7 
jake adjective h i upi i juilable, correct us, 1914 
jaked adjective Scotland, 19m 

jaked out adjective in a drunker sluporu/t Scotland, ms 


jagged adjective rcorded by 

Benjamin Franklin us 1737 
jagger noun a tattoo artist os m,7 

Jagger’s lip; jagger’s noun a dip Rl lyrr'rg slang, formed from a 
prominent characteristic of Rolling Stones' singer Mick Jagger 
|b:t943) UK 1998 

jaggy nettle; jaggy noun < lang; jaggy' 

means 'prickly' uk Scotland, ms 

jag house noun a brothel that caters to male homosexuals us, 1972 
jag-off noun 1 despicat 1 1 1 Inn 1 ted pei son us ms 


jake (it) verb l nan a full effort; to feign an 

injury ($#7 

Jake man noun lethylated spirits. 

' flpm Jake (methylated spirits) lie im 

jaker noun in spor 1 playe h I 11 1 rims injuries. From 
basketball us. m7 

jakerloo; jakealoo; jakeaboo adjective all right; fine. An elabor¬ 
ation of jake. Fhe obsolete faux Latin term 'jakalorum' was 
recorded, as early as 1905 Australia rare 
jakes noun the rpollce us, 1993 








jakey | Janet Street-Porter; Janet 
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jakey noun i Jama i ginger limi la ured il hoik drink cxamo*, 
1999. 2a meths drinker, thus an alcohoic in desperate straits. From 
jake (methylated spirits as an aleoholoc drink) uk m>P 
jakey adjective i alcoholic t ik, 2002. 2 socially inept, unaware of current 
fashions and trends us 1 989 . 3 odd looking us ?«. 4 said of a light 
jail sentence. From jake (methylated spirits as artaleolilQlic drink) 


jallopy; jalopy; jaloppie; jollopy; gillopy noun a cheap, 
dilapidated or old motoi vehicle, especia ly a car us, 1926 
jam noun 1 a difficult position, an awkward situation; a difficulty; 
trouble us, 1914. 2a recorded song us 1937. 3a record album. Usually 
in the plural us. mi. 4 blues, jazz or rock music simultaneously 
improvised by an infbfrh# gatheririg, of musicians; a period spent 
making such music uk, 1 ■ 9. 5 a party with loud music us rase. 

6 cocaine us, 1972. 7 amphetamines us, 1953. 8 sex us >949. tthe 
vagina us raso. 10 in homosexual u n I ter sexual man. An 
abbreviation of 'just a m an' us, mi. 11 the corpse of a person who 
has died with massive injuries us rasz. 12 a fight, especially a gang 
fight us 1992. 13 14 petty 

smuggling us use, >see: CULTURE JAM 
jam verb 1 to play music with others, improvising us, 1935. 2 to dance 
Trinidad and tobagi i s<. 3 to excel us, 1984. 4 to have sex US, 1972. 

5 to coerce, to threaten, to pressure ns ra/c 6 to leave quickly; to 
travel at high speeds us, 7 in gambling, to cheat (another 
player) us 1997. 8 to subvert advertising matter us, 2001. 9 in surfing, 
to obstruct or block another surfer's ride us, ram. 10 to surf with 
speed and mfe&ityus im 

jam adjective heter ml t ii 111 1 I anted b straight us 1935 

JAM used as Internet shorthand to mean just a minute' us 1997 
Jamaican noun marijuana cultivated in Jamaica US, 1974 
Jamaican assault vehicle noun any sports gSJIty vehicle Newtfa^j 
police slang; SUV's a.re favoured by Jamaican criminals us, 1997 
Jamaican blue mountain noun a type of marijuana cultivated in 


Jamaican bomber noun a large marijuana cigarette, made with 
wbfij| claimed (to be Jamaican marijuana us 1997 
Jamaican gold noon 1 met fmarijuana ill ated in Jamaica us 

Jamaican switch noun a type i a if hi.idle. There are 

many variations of the swindle, but the common element is the 
swindler pretending to be a foreignerwlift-afp: of money in need 


jam and bread noun the bleed period of the menstrual cycle. Red 
on white imagery us, ra99 

jam and butter! 

jam band noun a musical band known for long improvisations us 


jam box noun a portable radio and cassette player with large 
speakers us, m2 

jam-buster noun 1 n a railroad yard us 193s. 

2 in Winnipeg, a jam doughnut Canada, ms 

jam butty noun a p<ilice car. A 11 . 1 jam jar (a car) and 

butty (a sandwich), describing a white car with a red stripe uk, mo 
jam Cecil noun 1 cocaine us razs. 2 amphetamines uk j^pr 
Jam Down adjective Jamaican Jamaica, 1994 
James Earl dog noun a marijuana cigarette us, m6 
James Hunt noun 1 unt n all sense bu especially as a term of 
Jiffcftfi Rhymi ng slang, formatfromthe name of the UK racing 
driver, 1947-93 UK 2003 
Jamie noun m General Mot< ruckus, raz? 
jam-jar noun 1 motor ir. Rhymin I 1 1 1 1.11 (late C19) 

applied to a tram, and probably almost as old as the car uk i960 
jammed adjective 1 I 11 I ii I ite 1 i public image, 
usually a billboard, once it has been subverted by cultural activists 
us. /no. 2 experiencing a drug overdose us, 1949. 3 (used of the 
collective bets in a hand of a poker game) formed by many bets 


and raised bets us, cm. 4 (used of prison sentences) concurrent us. 


jammed up adjective 1 2 experiencing a 

drug overdose u$;#i 

jammer noun 1 in American casinos, a skilled and adaptable dealer 
us, 1985. 2 a popular, trend-setting, respected person. Hawaiian 
youth usage us, m2 >see: cultural jammer 
jammered verb 1 1 1 I 1 I pie 

jammers adjective I I 11 11 1 I I land, 2004 

jammie noun a party with loud music. A variation of jam' us 1995 
jammies noun pyjarftalUS rssz 
jamming; jammin' adjective excellent us, m2 
jammy noun tHf®i*&is, 1997 >see: jemmy 

jammy adjective v eediu Ii I rtunate pr fitable Jam has long 
been seen as a luxury, hence phrases like jam on it (something 
pleasant) and a general sense that possession of jam is a 4 $rnitiorf 
ofwfeor .prosperity m c ms 

jammy dodger verb from th ml rsj tive, to have sex. 

Rhyming slang for roger (to have sex), formed from (he brand 
name of a popular biscuit. The noufi is 'a jammy dodgering' m 

jammy-jams; jam-jams noun pyjamas us, isf 

jamoke nouni 2 fee us, 

jam on it noun an agreeable surplus or an enhancement; a cause of 
extra satisfaction uk 19m, 

jam pail curling noun in the ( inadian prair urling with cement 
poured into old jam pails as curling stones Canada, rasz 
jampot noun In homosexual usage, the anus and rectum us 1 941 
jamragnouna uni n 1 el la 11 ivent naljam’(to block) 
and the conventional colour of jam, red, for the menstrual blood, 
t^fith 'rag' fofflje materials involved uk. 1966 
jam roll noun 1 unemj i nent benefi 1 g< ernment office from 
which it is admin ra i. Rhymir mg for the dole uk 1992. 2 a 
fool; a despised person. Rhyming slang for arsehole uk 2 m. 

3 parole. Rhyming slang Shortened 10 'jam 'uk ms 
jams noun 1 pyjamas ( is, ns-. 2 trousers us. m s. 3 bright, long, multi¬ 
coloured swimming trunks Australia, 19 66 
jam sandwich noun a police car. jam-jar (a car), plus Visual 
metaphor UK mi 

jam session noun 1 1 I 1 1 I musician ho play in a 
collective, improvised fashion us, ms. 2 an informal, unstructured 
group discussion' us, im 

jam tart nouni 2 1 end; hence 

(patronisingly) a young woman Often simplified to jam'. Simple 
rhyming slang for 'sweetheart'; however when used more generally 
it may also be an elaboration of tart (a young woman, especially 
# easy morals) oc-iao 

jam up verb 1 lo cause troub e; to place in a troubling situation us 
1836. 2 to confront us, m2 

jam-up adjective 1 excel ent, 2 in pool, playing well 

and luckily us, 1990 

jam week noun the bleed period of (he menstrual cycle us 2003 
jandals noun rubber sandals nlwZealand, 1984 
Jane; jane noun 1 a public toilet 1 men. Playing on john (a 
toilet) us. 1997. 2 marijuana uk ;•*«•. 3 a woman, a girlfriend. Generic 
use of popular name. iMso 'Janie' us isss 
Jane, please, not in front of the men! used for expressing 
disapproval of a public display of affection. A signature line of 
Captain Wilton Parmenter to Jane Angelic Thrift on the television 
comedy F Troop (ABC, 1965 - 67 ). Repeated with referential 
humour us t965 

Janet Street-Porter; Janet noun a quarter (1/4 oz measure of 
marijuana) Rhyming slang, formed from the nameofawell- 
■ Shown broadcaster and journalist uk ms 
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Jane Wayne Day | jaw-jack 


Jane Wayne Day noun i da i hid ive f US Marines go 
through a series of exercises designed to give them a sense of 
what their husband;jfo through us. im 
jang noun the peniit$,'.|$i® 

janglers noun ► take the janglers to .become upset Ireland, 1999 
janglies noun in i ind pot-holin i i pieces of single- 
rope-technique (SRI) meta ic equipment Echoic uk, 20m 
Jan Hammered; Jan'd adjective In I -1 lam Won of hammered 

(drunk), playing on the name of Czech born jazz keyboardist Jan 
Hammer (b.1948) ix 

janitor noun an ordinary infantry soldier. Gulf war usage us. mi 
jank verb to steal us, 2001 

jankers noun cot ill 1 n nil irra is a milita punishment) ok 


jankity adjective old, broken down ts; -a®# 
janky adjective broken, dysfunctional, inoperative os, 1999 
janner noun 1 a \ e untrymar 1 1 1 II 1 1 1 ted to someone 
with a Devon burr arc 1984. 2.1 member of .1 southwest England 
subcultural urban adolescent grouping defined by a hip-hop dress 
and jewellery sense (and §n urge to act ol®;than their years). By 
Sjftensifirr.tjf the previous sens 

janny talk noun I to conceal 

identity. 'Janny' is a variant of 'John,' as in 'John Jacks', listed by 
the English Dialect Dictionary as a common name in England for 
mummers omm, ism 

JAP noun a spoil-I i i il i n i i - hdmencan 
princess The term was wildly popular in the early 1980s, with the 
expected onslaught of joke books, J.A.P. handbooks, etc us. i&tg 
Japnounialp 111 person. Derogator 2 omeone who 

attacks from behind and/or wid out warning os, 1949. 3an 
unannounced testis. >967 

jap verb to attack without ysSfhrpg; An allusion to the Japanese 
attack at Pearl Harbor us 1942 
Jap adjective Japanese. Unkind us 1869 

Japanese beetle noun any Punning on 

the Insect and the Volkswagen us. 1976 
Japanese safety boots noun rubber flip-flops (footwear) Australia, 


Japanglish noun a blend 1 1 | inesr n< English poken in Japan. A 
vahltjph of conventional 'Japlish' uK Wt 
Jap crap noun in | rts from Japar | Ily motor ycles us. 19m 

Jap cunt adjective i i i Japan L I itely offensive com¬ 
bination of jap (Japanese) and cunt (someone or something 
unpleasant) uk. 2000 

Jap hash noun chop suey or chow mein us, 1979 
japie; jaapie; jarpie; yarpie nouni an Afrikaner. Contemptuous; 
derived from Jaap a diminutive of the Afrikaans name Jakob south 
Africa. 1949. 2 a South African. May be jocular, contemptuous or 
affectionate south Africa 19 a 3.1- unsophisticated person, 
especially onefrdm a-rural area Patronising if not offensive saytti 


Jap on Anzac Day noun 1 | - into ..1 ould wish ill luck. 

Australians fought against the Japanese in World War 2, and Anzac 
Day is a-aational boliday-commemorating Australian service men 
and women Australia, m2 

Japper noun a motorcycle manufactured 111 Japan Australia, 1996 
jap scrap noun a motorcyle manufactured in Japan us, ms 
Jap's eye; japper noun the opening in the glans of the penis. From 
the resemblance in shape to the racial stereotype uk 2001 
Jap-slapper noun 11 irtial irtist A referer -1 the Japanese who 
invented or developed so many of the recognised disciplines uk 


Jap-slapping noun the martial arts of unarmed combat UK ms 


Jap-slaps noun a sandal that is not bound to Hie foot, usually worn 
around swimming pools or at the beach. Hawaiian youth usage us, 


jar noun 1 a glas ll 1 iginall Lin n lire lialect uk 1925. 2 any 
dark-skinned person Prison usage new Zealand, my 
jar verb ► jar the deck to wake up and get up OS > *2 
jar adjective (of jewellery) fake Abbreviated from jargoon uk so. 
jar dealer noun a drug dealer who sells pills in large quantities us. 

jarg adjective fake. From jargoon (fake 
jargon noun cohfus®rtt/s, 2001 

jargoon; jar noun s value than 

the original; counterfeit 01 paste-jewellery used in confidence 
tricks. From conventional 'jarg»n' (a type of ztefpok, i$se 
jarhead noun 1 mule, then a 

member oi the US Army, especial v a member of the football 
team (1931) 05 194 . 2 a habitual user of crack cocaine us, mu 
jark verb to 'neutralise' a weapon by planting a transmitter. Military; 
probably from the obsolete sense as 'a pass guaranteeing safe 
corj&ft' uk ion 

jarking noun 

transmitters Military uk. ms 
jarmies noun pyjamas NmZFAti$Nb, 2001 
jarmsnoun pyjjtntts Australia, 1921 

jar of jam noun 1 1 1 n Rhymin li he earlier sense as'tram' 
is now obsolete uk 1992 

jar pot noun r mist, be stored in a 

pot or airtight jar 1.0 contain the smell us. 1992 
jarrah-jerker noun 1 1 rn Australia hi orker, especially a 
logger. Jarrah is a type of Australia! 1 native tree Australia, ms 
jarred up adjective In n 1 After jar ( gla 1 er) ik Scotland, rass 


J. Arthur Rank; J. Arthur noun 1 an act of masturbation; a 
masturbator. Rhyming slang for wank, based on the name of UK 
cinema tycoon Lord Rank ( 888 - 972) uk 1980. 2 a bank. Rhyming 
slang, based on the name of film millionaire Joseph Arthur Rank 
(1888-1972). Sometimes shortened to the simple 'Arthur' tMm* 
jasper noun 1 a lesbian 1 I 1 1 nan. F bert Wilson hypoth- 
erVus lkm; Inc Ri-voieud man .1, met a pdn.s nan 01 God, lenl ms 
name in this good-is-bad etymology us, 1954. 2a person of no 
consequence. From a stereotypical rural name uk ts» 
jasper broad noun a lesbian or bisexual woman $$; 

Jasper Carrot noun .. Rhyming ml ned from the name 

of a popular Birmingham-born comedian uk 1998 
Jatz crackers noun 1 1- n n R Hi n ng slang for knackers. From 
■ . tie nime of a bjafichpf savoury cracker Australia, m2 
jaunt noun in horse racing, a race, especially an unimportant one us, 

java noun coffee us, wso 

java patrol noun m trucking, a slop for coffee us 1 946 
jaw verb 1 to tali “ 1 ill 111 1 1 1 1111 ii tive >r scolding fashion 

uk ms. 2 in pool, to hit a ba that bounces off ihe sides of a 
pocket without dropping cs, m> 
jaw artist noun a person skilled at the giving of oral sex us. 1972 
jawblock verb to chat, tb-fatk us, 1946 
jawbone noun credit obtained by arguing for it US 1862 
jawbone shack noun on the railways, a small office in a switching 
yard us, im 

jaw dropper noun a great suf prise gwada 1993 
jawfest noun 1 a long, aimless conversation us, ms 2 a prolonged 
seSsfpft of oral sex us m7 


jawflap noun a gossip US, 19S21' 

jaw-jack verb 1 ii I - I nl ill 1 li 1 | ip e hence, to talk 
on citizens' band radio us m2 





jaws | jellied eels 
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jaws noun i the buttocks us, 2002. 2 in dominoes, the 6-6 piece us, 
1959. ► case of the jaws a harsh reprimand us m 
jaws of Jewry noun 1 1 11 foundl I 1 it risi >r danger Canada, 


jaxied adjective druni Prob I from jacksy (the anus), thus a form 
Of ARSEHOLED (dftltl'k) UK 2002 

jay noun 1 a bank. An abbreviation ol jug (a bank) us 1 5 0. 2 a jungle 
Vietnam war usage new Zealand, j 999. 3 coffee. Probably an abbrevi- 

Of JAVA US, 1962 

Jay Kay noun 1 1 1 11 n pn rhymir lang, based on 

singer Jay Kay (b 1969) of popular group Jamiroquai. Popney was 
contrived for www.music365.co.uk, an Internet music Site uk, 2001 
jay-naked adjective completely naked us 19}$ 
jay neg noun an older blac k person a ibago, 2003 

Jayzusl; Jaysus! a Hiberno-English pronunciation of "Jesus’, used as 
a blasphemous expletive Ireland, ras9 
jazz nouni nonsense us, 1951. 2 stuff c/S, 1951. 3 semen us, 1932. 

4 ► the jazz the general details (of 

•something) uk, 1999 

jazz vert 1 to have sex with someone us 1 is. 2 of a male, to orgasm 
After jazz (semen) uk, 20m 

jazz about; jazz around verb to cause trouble, to annoy us. 1917 

jazzbo noun arfetyertt jazf’enthusiast us, tm 

jazz cigarette noun a marijuana dgaretteu/c, 2cm 

jazzed adjective I KcbiaslIC LJS. I Jis 

jazzed-up adjective revises 

jazz joint noun a brothel us 1927 

jazz nazi noun a pu : st jazz fan Canada, 2002 


jazzy adjective showy, oSten'Bctiajs us, 1 923 
JB noun a person with jet black' skin us. wte 
J Bay nickname Jeffrey's Bay, west of Port Elizabeth, South Africa 
.South Africa. 1991 

J-bird noun 1 a per 1 in r recentl 1 leased 1 in jail An abbrevi¬ 
ation of jailbird us, 1971. 2 in a deck of p aying cards, a jack or 
knave, An elaboration of isfjSHSlif 
JBM adjective in h rse racin n r horse that In, only won one 
race. An abbreviation of j'irsjjpeaten maiden' us, m 
JB’s noun sand il llj fl< ' -n ibbreviation i esus hoots' us. 2003 
J Carroll Naish noun 1 1 1 id i.r'nalion. Rh ning dang for slash, 

formed from the narpepf the'US film' actor, 1897-1973 uk w9 
J-cat noun a person who is more crazy than eccentric US, 1997 
J City nickname Juarez, Mexico US, 1970 

J C water-walkers noun sandals. An allusion to Jesus Christ (JC) 
walking on water, presumably In sandals us wto 
JD noun 1 a juvenile rielirr 2 Daniels™, a brand 

name Tennessee sourmash whisky, terifialfefs us. mi 
JD card noun ng juvenile, 

ngquttSng participation in a Police Athletic League team to avoid 
incarceration Ui 1972 

Jean noun a femal 1 1 mer 1 pr titute. An extrapolation of 

JOHN US. 1976 

Jean and Dinah noun pn hi 1- ago, m3 

Jean-Claude Van Damme; Jean-Claude noun ham. Rhyming 
slang, formed wifhCfuef wit - ham (to be a poor actdc) - from 
the name of the Belgian film actor, also known as "the muscles 
from Brussel^ (b 1960) m, wse 


jeans at half mast noun en 1 in the pa e role in anal sex us, 

Jed i noun . hr, of an exclusive and influentia group Based on 
a cast of characters created by George Lucas and introduced in the 
■film Star Wars, 1977 uk, 2000 

Jedi master noun in the language of hang gliding, an experienced, 
expert flfer os f»2 

jeegee; jee gee noun Safetri TssjftSy plays on 'gee gee' (a horse); 
and horse fftgrpin) £4":$®" 

jeely jar noun 

jeep noun an inexperienced enlisted man. Air Force usage during the 


Jeep girl noun 1 Inn pr titut ittacl U irmed forces us, 
jeeter noun aJjSUCefftit US m 

jeez!; jeesel; geez! used as a mild oath. A euphemised 'Jesus' us, 

jeezan ages!; jeezan peas!; jeezan rice! used for expressing, 
shock and surprise Euphemisms for 'Jesus Christ!’ trinidad and 

TtMSO, 1992 

jeezer noun a fellow us, jssg 
Jeez Louise! used as $ rrtfd oath - 
jeezly adverb used 111 II-'ip intei ilic rhm variation on 
'Jesus' isastaple of language in maritime Canada us, 1 m 
Jeezo-groveler noun inconventional 

diminutive of Jesus this is itera v. if offensively, someone who 
kneels before Jesus us, ras9 

Jeezuz! Ii essing exasperation An exaggeratedly stressed 
'Jesus!' m, 1999 

Jeff noun 1 an 2 a white person, 

especially one who is hostile towards blac k people us 1959. 3 a dull 
individual, a pest Originally a shortened form of Jefferson Davis, 
■the president of the Confederate States of America throughput its 
existence during the-USiCivil War, 1861 -65. Afro-American slang 
remembered him as a southern white racist, and reduced him to 
the status of pest us, 193s 

jeff verb to behave obsequiously in tlfe hope of winning approval us 

Jeff verb to Itgljjfct least to exaggerate us 1 992 
Jefferson airplane noun a used match split to hold the butt of a 
partially smoked marijuana joint Many musicians take names 
from dfugs .slang, Sut the reverse happened here. Jefferson 
Airplane was a successful San Franciscan rock band associated wifi 
1960s drugs culture and psychedelic culture.. The name, a 
humorous' coinage for an imaginary blues musician, Blind Thomas 
Jefferson Airplane, was first given to a dog only later taarj 
improvised dog end holder us, 1967, 

Jekyll and Hyde; jekyll noun a forgery, a fake. Rhyming slang, 
extended from the adjective sense of snide (false, counterfeit, 
sham, bogus, .etc.) Sc 1992 

Jekyll and Hyde; jekyll adjective 1 r- " u MHt sham, bogus, 
two-faced. Rhyming slang for snide; a neat pun formed from, and 
referring to the dual personality of the eponymous character in 
The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, by Robert LeitijJ, 
Stevenson, 1886«c tea 

Jekyll and Hydes; jekylls noun tiSasers, Rhyming slang for strides 

jell noun a person with few thoughts and no sense of fashiph vs 19S2 
jell verb to leave hastily, to escape, I i g ish gypsy use uk, mo 
jellied eel noun heel I min lang urc 1992 
jellied eel verb to transport. Rhyming slang for 'wheel' uk, 1992 
jellied eels noun a private vehic e. Rtlyming slang for 'wheels' uk. 
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jellies | jersey chaser 


jellies noun soft, plastic, apparently edible sandals US, 1995 

jello arms noun in surfing, exhausted, rubbery arms from paddling 

jelly noun 1 the vagina us, 1926. 2 sexual intercourse us, 1926. 3 a 
sexually permissive female uk im 4 a capsule of Temazepam™, a 
branded tranquilizer; any central nervous system depressant; in 
j&Sf^ural it refers to the drug in general. A term embraced by US 
youth after seeing the film Trainspotting uk 19%. 5 cocaine uk ms 
>see: GELLY 

jelly verb to explode, especia Iv with ge ignite uk, 2002 

jelly adjective excellen rom a ng [ 1 nil Destiny's Child a/c 

jelly baby noun 1 an expert in the use of gelignite. From the name 
of a popular sweet manufactured in the shape of a 'baby', 
extending jelly' (gelignite) uk 1974. 2 a lablel of Temazepam™, a 
branded tranquillizer uk ms. 3 an amphetamine tablet us. 1971 
jellybag noun 1 a Ian West 

Canada, 1987. 2 a large fuel ce m;de of rubber or plastic. Vietnam 
war usage us ms. 3 a 1936 Chevrolet lowered in the rear us. 195 5 
jellybeans noun crack cocaine uk ms 
jelly belly noun a fat person uk isx 

jelly blubber noun a jefiyfishitilT^uA w3 


jelly box noun the vagina AiiSWiiA 19m 

jelly doughnut; jelly donut noun an overweight female Red Cross 


n Vietnam u. 

extremely potent v; 


Kty'Of hashish produced it 


4. 2 a used tampon or sanitary 


bt ijijtef tfiart he is. Teen 


jelly sandwich noun a sanitary towel w 
jelly tight adjective excellent us, 1972 
jelly tot noun a young, boy syMitries to 
slang us, 1951 

jemmy verb m3 

jemmy; jammy noun a short crowbar used by burglars. Known in 
the US as a 'jimmy' uk wi 

Jennifer Justice; Jennifer noun a police officer; the police. An 

example of camp tr; ns-gende 1 assignment uk 2002 
jenny noun 1 2 a merry-go- 

round us, ms. 3 in the television and film industries, a mobile 
source of direct current uk mu >see: genny 
Jenny barn noun the ward for women in a narcotic treatment 
hospital oSi.Ms, 

Jenny Hill; jenny noun a pill. Rhyming slang, formed from the 
name of a music hall performer, 1851 -96 uk 1937 
Jenny Lea; Jenny Lee noun 1 a key. Rhyming sjSftg UK. mi. 2 tea. 
Rhyming slang uk. 196b: 

Jenny Lind noun wind Rhyming s ang, used in reference both to 
the weather and bodily functions; formed from the name of a 
mid-C19 singer and cultural icon, popularly known as The 
Swedish Nightingale 1 ,1820-187 UK m2 
Jenny Riddle noun an act of urination Rhyming slang for piddle; a 
variation/feminisation of the better known jimmy riddle uk ms 
Jenny Wren; jenny noun Ben Truman™ beer. Rhyming slang uk 199. 
jere; jeer noun 1 the but he bad 1 Rhyming slang for 
'rear', informed ay die earlier sense as 'turd' uk 1935. 2 a turd uc 
1979. 3a male homosexual Rhymir g slang for queer, playing on 
'■$he. word's sense as 'buttocks' uk mi 


jerecase; jeercase noun the buttocks. An elaboration of jere; jeer 

Jeremiah noun r file Rhymin m pe ill imong urban 
labourers, occasionally 'Obadrah' uk 1934 
Jeremied adjective drunk. Probably in celebration of a man called 
Jeremy who may not even remember the reason why uk 2002 
Jeremy Beadle verb im 1 | t |, Hiniiu 

for needle, formed from the name ol a television prankster 
(b.1949) UK 1998 

jerk noun 1 an idiot, a fool us, 1919. 2 in a gambling establishment, a 
hanger-on who runs errands for gamblers us 1979 
jerk verb to tow a disabled cai home with the help of a neighbour 
Canada, 1987. ► jerk the chicken ol a male, 10 masturbate uk 
2003. ► jerk the gherkin of a male, to masturbate uk m2. 

► jerk the turk; jerk your turkey of a male, to masturbate. It 
Is said of a man's genitalia that when shaved 11 resembles 'a 
plucked turkey hanging in a shop' yet this appears to be a lone 
instance of a 'turkey' used as a 'penis'; 'turk', an abbreviation of 
'turkey', is a convenient rhyme for 'jerk' which describes die 
physical action uk m». ► jerk your mutton to masturbate. 
'Mutton' (penis) dates from the C16 and is now obsolete except in 
uses such as this and 'mutton bayonet', %utton dagger'; muttogf 
(vagina) dates from the same ipertad; subsequent usages are as 'a 
woman oriwitiltien', 'a promiscuous woman', 'a prostitute' and the 
■Surviving'mutton dressed as lamb' uk ns 4 
jerk around; jerk about verb to tease someone, sometimes 
maliciously us 1972 

jerker noun in the rr il jsine i car manufactured before 
\§p|| War 2 us, gpg 

jerk fitting noun nipple Canada, 

jerk-off noun 1 a single act of masturbation, especially by a male us, 
ms. 2 a contemptible fool us, 1932 

jerk off verb 1 ■ description of 

the physical activity involved uk isx. 2 to tease; 10 mislead us, nos. 

3 to cause the withdrawal (of a criminal charge, a witness 
scheduled to testifiy, etc) us mo 
jerk-silly adjective I -i-l 1 I 11 turbation us, 1952 
jerkwater noun a.ditilili-njlnded. person us ss8 
Jerkwater noun a contemptuous name for a location us, 1982 
jerkwater adjective provincial us, mr 

jerky noun used as a male-to-male, peer-to-peer ternt Of address. 
Jocular from 'The Jerky Boys' (two young men who elevated prank 
telephone calls to comedic art) us m s 

jerky adjective foolish, stupid I rom jerk (an idiot) us, 1932 

jerry noun somei 111 1 o' 1 11 1 -I nade a it appears trinidad 


ID TOBAGO, 19 


n idea 


Jerry; Gerry nickname 1 Jgatory, often 

as an abstract reference to Germans as the enemy whether at war 
or football. Possibly derived from 'Jerry' (a chamber pot) in 
reference to the shape of Gdrr^aa military helmets; more likely, as 
'Gerry', an elaborated abbreviation of 'German' us, 1915. 2a 
foreman on a railway track crew us, J86z 
Jerry Lee noun urination; at' act ot urination Rhyming slang for wee 
or pee, formed from the name of rock Tf roll singer and piano 
player, Jerry Lee Lewis (b 1935) uk m2 

Jerry Springer noun 1 an 11 I 1 1. lang for minger, 

formed from the name of the UK-born US television personality 
(b.1944 ) uk 2003. 2 heroin Named after a US chat-show host uk mo 
Jersey noun the state of New Jersey us 1 949 
Jersey bean noun 1 ider 1 Jer - in he 1 hannel Islands) uk 
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Jersey girls n/ckname a small roi men living in New Jersey 
whose husbands were killed in the Woi d Trade Center on 11th 
September 2001, an# nirfjo pressured a reluctant Bush adminis¬ 
tration into appointing a commission to investigate the attack. 
Evocative of an unrelated song by Bruce Springsteen i&A'- 
Jersey highball noun a glass of niilk us, iS47 
Jersey lightning noun i u i i i i i hi ky tvs ms 
Jersey side of the snatch play noun middle age. Borrowed from 
the slang of bowlers, where the 'Jersey side' is lo the left of the 
head pin us, m j 

Jesse James noun i in ra t n'ne r Cl th a four and a five. 
Jesse James was shot with a 45 calibre handgun us, ms. 2 in hold 
'em poker, a four-mi a five asf«sfirst two cards dealt to a player 

Jesse Owens noun ► on the Jesse Owens fast us, im 
jessie noun i an effeminate man; a male homosexual. A female 
name used as a generic uk, ms. 2 a pretty red-headed girl us, nt/ 
jesum crow! used for expressing surprise, dismay or disgust us. mi 
Jesus adjective 

Jesus and his brothers noun i t 1 n tmto youth street 
slang (South African townships) souniAmiCA, 200s 

Jesus boots; Jesus shoes; Jesus slippers noun sandals us, 1942 
Jesus Christ almighty!; Jesus Christ!; Jesus! used as a register of 
anger frustration, wonder, etc B asphemous By derivation, prob¬ 
ably blasphemous in use us. ?w 

Jesus Christing adjective used as an intensifieruK 2000 
Jesus clip noun dropped, 

leading to an outburst of 'Oh Jesusl because it will not be found, 
and bicyclist usage us, mt 

Jesus freak noun a fervent hristian, especiall 1 ie L ent convert us. 

Jesus freakery noun fervent Christianity uk. 19% 

Jesus fuck! 1 reg ring an inter 1 1 r in This combi¬ 

nation of two individually powerful words serves when neither 
'Jesus!' nor fucki has strength .enough uk. 2001 
Jesus fucking Christ! used as an all-purpose oath of surprise, 
approval, disapproval, anger, etc. the most common use of the 
intensifying infix in the US us, 1 m 
Jesus gliders noun sandals Wiipo 

Jesus H. Christ! - ons of the 

middle imttiVwhich is nothing more than a humorous, 
intensifying embellishment us m2 
Jesus juice noun wl iite ine. Alleged ned i singer Michael 
Jackson. It was also claimed, in a Vanity / air article, that Jackson 
called red wine 'Jesus blood'. Within months the term was 
widespread us 2004 

Jesus nut noun the main nut and bolt holding a helicopter's rotor 
blade to the body of the aircraft. Presumably one prayed to Jesus 
thatthe nut and bolt did not fail.us 1m 
Jesus stiff noun rbtain food, 

lodging, or better privileges in prison us »it> 

Jesus to Jesus and eight hands around! used as a cry of 
disbelief us. m 

Jesus weejuns noun saftdi|,Cs;.r9ffl 

Jesus wept! 


jet noun the recreational drug ketamine us 1994 
jet verb to leave in a huffy us im 

jet bumper noun in pinball, a bumper that upon impact with the 
ball scores and then propels the ball back into play us 1977 
jet fuel noun phencyclidine, the recreational drug known as PCp-dt 
angel dust us 1994 

jethro noun a coat English gypsy use us 2000 


jet jockey noun a aso 

jew noun i jewfish or jewfisi A on ms 

Jew; Jew down verb to bargain aggressively about a price. 'An 
offensive and stereotypical phrase.' (Multicultural Management 
'Program Fellows, Dictionary of Cautionary Words and Phrases, 

1989) us ms 

Jewboy noun a Jewish man Not said kindly us 1796 
Jew canoe noun 1 a Cadillac us, ms. 2 a Jaguar car. Upper-class 
society usage uk, m2 

jeweller's shop noun in mining, a rich deposit of opal or gold 
AUSTRALIA, 1853 

jewellery noun i handcuffs us ms. 2 highly polished brass fittings 
on any firefighting equipment us mi. 3 ornamental lights on a 
long-haul truck us r 977 
Jew flag noun paper money os. tsis 
Jew gear noun neutral gear used whil 1 I vnhill 

jewie noun 

jewish noun clothes; fabrics and materials Scamto youth street slang 
(South African townships) south Africa, 200s 
Jewish by hospitalization noun in homosexual usage, circumcized 


i»Bi 




Jewish corned beef noun n hon exi.al 1 rge, a ircumcised 
penis u$, mr 

Jewish foreplay noun is, me 

Jewish joanna noun a cash! register, A variation of Jewish piano; 
formed from a racia stereotype and rhyming slang joanna (a 
(piano) Uk 1377 

Jewish lightning noun an act of arson as a part of a fraudulent 
insurance claim us. 

Jewish overdrive noun coasting f 1 I ill ith the car or truck in 

neutal us, 19m 

Jewish penicillin noun chicken soup us. im 

Jewish people's time noun >f punctuality 

Jewish piano noun 1 1 register. A r ial ster 1 pe is at the root 

of this allusion to another instrument will- keys lhat makes 
'ntugc' 'Jewish pianola' is an Australian variant us, ms 

Jewish sidewall noun white rubber sidewalls affixed to blackwall 

tytisaE; jfch' 

Jewish typewriter noun a cash register Racial stereotyping uk 1977 

Jew sheet noun an accounting, literal or figurative, of money owed 
by friends u& .Is®? 

Jewtown noun 1 1 re i ill I nha 1 I 1 ninantly by Jewish 
peopls is, ms 

Jewy Louis noun vulgar ostentation masquerading as tasteful interior 
decor. Upper-class society usage, damning the fake-furniture of the 
nouveau riche by comparing it with the genuine exuberance and 
styre #Wu)$ iQ? or Louis XVI period fumiturel|fii;clesigh tM; rasa 

jhaat noun put TRINIDAD AND 

TOBAGO, 2003 

jhatoor noun the pen's Hindi, used in English conversation trinidad 

ANo romm, 2003 


J-hole noun ireon 10 mak< I rising ea From a Will Farell 
skit on Saturday Night Live US 2001 

jib noun 1 the mouth ui iseo 2 on the coast of Nova Scotia, a small 
piece of land, especially triangular in shape Canada, oso 
jib vert to tease. ipforti: Jibe’ (to taunt or BaJI) uk 1999 

jibberjabber; jibber-jabber noun meaningless chatter uk mu 
jiboney; jabroni; jabroney noun 1 a low-level gangster, a tough us 

mi. 2 a newly immigrated foreigner; hence someone inexperi¬ 
enced or unsophisticated vs fear 
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jibs | Jim Jones 


jibs noun the teeth us 10 

jiffy noun 1 a moment, a short space of tMfisAlso shortened to 'jiff 
uk i785. 2 in computing, a tick of the computer clock, usually one 
millisecond us, nm 

jiffy adjective itpantUX 7949 

jig noun i a black person. Offensive os, 1922. 2 sexual intercourse 
Australia, 1988. deception; trickery; mischief us. 1777. 4 in 
Newfoundland, a thread from a garment used to predict a date 
-JSjth a person of the opposite sex Canada, 1932 
jig verb 1 to stab (someone) us. 1997. 2 to play truant from school 
AUSTRALIA, 1977 

jigaboo noun 1 11 I | t 1 ffensive os 7926 
jigaboo joy shop noun 1 1 ippl h ialising in chrome 

and other tawdry car accessories os 795 0 
jig act verb to act foolishly or disruptively/Rfowo, 1997 
jig-a-jig; jig-jig noun sexual intercourse os, 7 m 
jigger noun 1 a bank robber os 7950. 2 a lookout during a crime os 
7925. ian illegally constructed radio receiver Prison usage Australia, 
1944. 4a concealed device for giving an electric shock to a horse in 
a race Australia, /ms. 5 a woman who will dance with a man for a 
fee os 7957. 6adoor Ac early cant word that survives in English 
gypsy use uk is,/ 7 a slow freight train os 7927. 8 a small railway 
line hand-car or trolley used in line maintenance NfikastoWci 1953 
jigger verb 1 to adji t, e eciall fnumber 1 t rtmticsos 7997. 2 to 
serve as a lookout lurin 1 rime ► I’ll be jiggered!; 

I'm jiggered! used for registering surprise os im 
jiggered adjective 1 11 1 I 111 H 1 1 tuphemistic replace¬ 

ment for buggered (ii is.i 2 1 jseless, broker 1 new Zealand, 2002 
jiggered up; jiggered adjective In 1 - 1 ered up a 

nautical coinage first recorder I | ml a rusing of'Jesus' 
and 'buggered', intended as a .euphemism for buggered up 
(exhausted) os, 7999 

jigger man noun a lookout during a crime os 1924 
jigger moll noun a female Ir I utfr 1 1 u ml operation who can 

also serve as a diversion or distraction os 7956 
jiggers! used 1 1 iming conf ierate that 1 prison guard is 
app'rttching os 1911 

jiggin; jigging noun an organised dance. Glasgow slang uk Scotland, 


jigging veil noun 11 I undla 1 il -I A r with jig, these 
uses of the word seem to be akin to 'jigging’ as a type of fishing 
CANADA, 1982 

jiggle verb (of aw 1 Mi'i" 1 1 1.ntuate the movement 

of the breasts os, ms 

jiggle and jog noun a I rench person. Rhyming slang for frog uk 


jigtown noun a neighbourhood populated largely by black people os 

jig up verb to dance in an animated fashion Bahamas, m2 
jihad noun enforcement I I I ipline fhe Islamic term for 
'holy war' adopled as teerispeak, post 11th September 2001 us, 2002 
jildi! quick!, hurry! Military slang, from Hindustani jaldi India, 794s 
jill™™ the female form of the jQ?k' strap, worn to protect the 
genitals. The term derives from the 'Jack and Jill' nursery rhyme, 
as the male version, ttre^octeftap 1 , is'ate known as the ‘jackstrap’ 

CANADA, 1988 

jilleroo noun a female hand working on a cattle or sheep station. 

Modelled op JACKEROO AUSTRALIA, 7 943 
jilleroo verb lo work as a jilleroo Australia, 1970 
jillick verb to throw a stone across water, underhand, to see how 
many times it skips Canada, 1937 
jillion noun a large, imaginedLfljWter.us, 1939 
jillo! quick!, hurry! Military slang, from Hindustani chalo. Influenced 

jill off verb (of a woman) to masturba eri 1 e of the male jack 
off, and used far less frequently us, 1989 

jillpots noun ► his jillpots; her jillpots that person, him, her, 
Circus, itinerant entertainers; probably an elaboration of jills uk 

jills noun self when combined with an appropriate pronoun - thus 1 
jills' for me or myself 'her jills' for her or herself 'his jills' for him 
or himself etc. Part of the Shetta vacaWarytoat is often used by 
■sections of gypsy and l&many society as a means of discreet com¬ 
munication UK 1906 

Jim noun 1 the name g er 1 friend r offered as a gesture of 
friendliness. Black/jazz slang subverting the racism of jim crowds, 
1899. 2 in film-making, an all-purpose forename that is prefixed to a 
worker's informal job title uf ■ 3ar interested loiterer and 
observer in an area where sexual trade is conducted uk im- 
Jim and Jack noun the back. Rhyming slang UK mz 
Jimbroni noun in-m rican in 1 I-1-1 th neither great skills 
' '„opr great reactions to situations us ms 
jim cap; jim hat noun a condom us. 1990 
Jim Crow noun 1 I III egre 1 n 11 nil egregated facility us, 
1921. 2 in British Columbia logging, a single log load; in Vancouver 
iteland coal mining, a bar for bending track or changing an 
underground rail switch Canada, m89. 3 on the railways, a tool used 
to straighten rails't/rg 1952 
Jim-Crow verb to segregate racially as, im 

Jim Crow adjective 1 i 1 11I - m 1 I i- er 11 black people us, 

1842. 2 worthless Canada, m2 

Jim Fish noun I II1 I | 1 1 ffer e and derogatory south Africa, 


jiggle bars noun the raised bars dividing motorway lanes us, m2 
jiggler noun 1 a skeleton key for a pin tumbler lock uk 1977. 2 a wire 
used to manipulate a pay phone to make a call without charge us, 
1997. 3 in electric line work, a secondary voltage tester with a glow 
light indicator us. 79a 

jiggles and wires now. exc teme -; 7 1984 

jiggy adjective 11 h; hence fashionable I .inactive us 7995. 

► get jiggy; get jiggy with it 1 to dance, or feel the need i|, ! 
dance to the music us 7997. 2 to have sex; lo become sexually 
intimate us, 2003 

jiggy swiggy noun the current drink of popular choice, jiggy 
(fashionable), plus a pi;y on swig (to drink) uk 2000 
jig lover noun se racist using 

the term, treats black people as equals us, mo 
jig rig noun a car that has been given cheap, showy, useless modifi¬ 
cations with no effect on its performance. I run a racist stereotype 
off^ftiffllues tJS, 1986 
jigs noun a key us. 1949 


Jiminy Cricket! used as a mild expletive. Extended from obsolete 
'jiWttj?!'; 'gerrtini!', etc., which may derive from Jesu doming; 
modern use is probably intended to be a euphemism fir jesus 

CHRIST! US. 1848 

jim-jams noun pyjamas Australia, mi 
jimjams noun a heightened sense of anxiety us, 7896 
Jim Johnson noun the equipment needed to inject heroin or 
another narcSSfous toss 

Jim Jones noun marijuana adulterated il tine and 
phencyclidine, the recreational drug known as PCP or angel dust: 
An eponym from the self-proclaimed messiah of the People's 
Temple, JamesfJim) Warren Jones, 1931 -78, who promised 
followers utopia. In 1977 the sect established Jonestown, an 
agricultural commune;irt.Guyana, South America. On the IStlfe 
November 1978, Jones commanded cultists to. drinJ|l,f'|unch 
adulterated with cyanide. The majority obeyed: the mass suicide 
('the Jonestown Massacre’) took 913 lives, inducing t7€ children. 
This marijuana cocktail is a metaphor for a dream, represented 
here as marijuana, that is poisoned uk 1998 
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jimmies noun i 2 tiny pieces of candy 

sprinkled on ice-cream, biscuits or cake os, 1947 
jimmy noun 1 th 2 ndom us, 1990. 3 an injection of 

an illegal drug into die skin, not a vein us, 1952. 4 a short crowbar 
used by burglars uk >sii. s a gk ss of beer Homage to James Boag, 
a brewer Australia, 1995. 6 a railway coal truck os, me 
Jimmy noun 1 in Glasgow, used as a term of address to any male 
stranger UK: scotlani 1 uu 2 anything produced by the truck div¬ 
ision of General Motors us, 1953 

jimmy verb 1 to pry open us. mm 2 to obtain free entry into a 
cinema, or a theatre, or an enclosure at a race meeting, by 
underhand means uk, ,tSvf. 

jimmy bottle noun 1 ill 1 lie jidad and tobago, 2003 

Jimmy Boyle; jimmy noun loi (used n I he preparation of heroin). 
Rhyming slang, based on the name of Jimmy Boyle (b.1944), a 
convicted murderer tumed'jpi|Jtof and novelist ok 1996 
Jimmy Britt noun lit. Rhyr lin ing 11 1 in the name of a 
boxing champion who toured Australia during World War 

AUSTRALIA, m/7 

Jimmy Britts noun 1 di tiih ea. Aiwa used th the rh ming 
slang for the shits, possibly based on the name of a US baseball 
player in th© first decade of €20. Sometimes shortened to 
jimmys' Australia. 1950. 2 a state ol extreme annoyance. Rhyming 
SlangTOr SHIT! AUSTRALIA, 1959 

jimmy cap; jimmy hat noun a condom. Worn on a jimmy (penis) us 

Jimmy dog noun a marijuana cigarette us, me 
Jimmy Hicks; Jimmy Hix noun 1 an injection of drugs. Rhyming 
slang for fix, based on either an unknown Mr Hicks/Hix or guitarist 
Jimi Hendrix (1942—70), another variation, along with jimmy' and 
jimi' uk i95o. 2 in craps, a roll of six. I rom the rhyme us 1919. 3 in 
a deck Of ptlyftsf cards, a six us, msi 
Jimmy Hill; jimmy noun 1 a bill Rl iym'rg s ai ig, based on the 
name of former footballer now te evision sports presenter Jimmy 
Hill (b.1928) uk, 2a 2a pill Rhyming slang, formed from the 
Mme of former footballer now television sports presenter Jterpp 

.•l#jSfir.1928)iJK, 1992 

jimmy jacket noun a condom us, mr 

jimmy jar noun >1 Canada, 1977 

Jimmy joint noun the penis us. 197e 

Jimmy Logie noun mall lun >0 drier 1 il nucus Rhyming 
slang for 'bogie', formed from the name of an Arsenal footballer 
#the mid-1950s uk 1992 

Jimmy Mason noun 1 I 1 1 ene il in the sense to have had a 
basinful' (as much as you can tolerate)' Rhyming slang ok 1992 
Jimmy Nail adjective tale Rhymin li 1 n I from the name of 
ftjje actor and singer (b.1954) uk ms 
Jimmy Riddle; jimmy noun an act of urination; urin©.-Rftymin^ 
slang for piddle uk mi 

Jimmy Riddle; jimmy verb to urinatesslang for piddle uk 
Jimmy Rollocks noun bollocks uk 

Jimmy Savile vert to travel uk m3 

Jimmy the sleek noun a condom. A play on the nickname Jimmy 
the Greek (Demetrios Synodinos, later James George Snyder) 
(1919—96), a well-known gambler. The sleek finish, is provided by 
latex which also takes the gamble out of the situation us. 1990s 
Jimmy Valentine noun a criminal who specialises in breaking into 

Jimmy White noun 

UK snooker playei Jimmy 'Whir wind' White, (b. 1962) uk 2003 
Jimmy Woodser noun a persoi 1 drinking a one at a public bar; a 
drink taken alone. From: Jimmy Wood, the name of the 
protagonist in the eponymous song by Australian poet Baittoft 
Boake (1892). Tte song originally appeared with a footnote 


-erptontng the term, perhaps indicating that it was otherwise 
unknown and therefore a coinage of Boake's. Some believe that 
■fine name refers f^ifreal person, but the bss-npt been 
substantiated Australia, 1973 

Jimmy Young; jimmy noun 1 1 1. ngue Rl rifng dang uk 1992. 2 a 
bribe. Rhyming slang for bung; formed from the name of a singer- 
turned-radio disc jockey (b.l 923 j£/K m2 
Jim Pike noun someone h 1 1 1 11 m in ille il betting oper¬ 

ation. Rhyming si|jn|for mike/ujswap/a 1 m 
Jimson noun used as a male-to-male term of address us. 1953 
jing noun money A shortened. j(r»gK.y$ 194 
jing-bang noun 

jing-jang noun the US i 960 
jingle noun a telephone call us. 1949 
jingle vert to make a telephone call 'us, 19m 
jingle bell crew noun arteam of pickpockets us. 1982 
jingles noun pocket change us, m 

jingly-jangly adjective nusii char riser 1 the use of acoustic 
guitars, bright tonal quality and (generally) happy songs uk 2004 
jink vert 1111 renal nba make udden, evasi e movements uk 
i 9 i 7 . 2 to swindle Originally a term from a card game that evolved 
into wider usage newZealand, ms 
jinker noun in Newfound and, on a boat, a hunger of bad luck 
CANADA, 1964 

jinkers noun ras 9 

jinkies noun ► the jinkies; the wee jinkies applied to anything 

that is considered excellent uk Scotland, rass 
jinky adjective unlucky. From 'jinx' m; pm 
jinx note noun a two-dollar note Us, 1970 

jipsy adjective TOBAGO, 1984 

jislaaikl; jisl; jiss! used as an exclamation of such negative feelings 
as anger, frustration, distress, regret, etc; and of positive feelings 
such as admiration, approval, wonder, etc Possibly ereuphemism 
jtjr 'Jesus!' (by intention, not etymology) soymiAFRiCA. iseo 
jism trail noun emeu n ij rtne I I ifte ejaculation. A pun 
on the Chisholm Frail, the major route for cattle drives from Texas 
IS Abilene us, 2003 


jiss noun excitement, character Ireland, 1992 
jit noun 1 a nickel; five cenls us. no. 2 semen us, 1974 
jitney noun 1 a sexuall rvailable irl Like the bus, anyone can get 
on if they have (he fare Bahamas, tut 2 in poker, a $5 chip us, ms 
jits adjective excellent nice south Africa, 2003 
jitterbug noun us ms 

jitterbug verb 1 to fool around us, m2. 2 to cause a car to bounce 
up and down suddenly tf rough the use of hydraulic lifts operated 
by the driver us, uso. 3 lo light, especially between gangs us, ms 
jitters noun uncontrolled shaking; extreme nervousness us, 1929 
jittery adjective nenSj®, jumpy, on-edge uk 1931 
jivenouni swin 1 2a highly stylised ernacular that 

originated with black jazz musicians Spoken by hepcat(s), 
incorporating arfiix of new coinages or meanings with older 
adoptions; few original s»rds remain in cihstflftion us, 192s. 

3 insincere talk; nonsense us, res. 4 marijuana or a marijuana ciga¬ 
rette us, 1963. 5 heroin or, less often, opium us, 194e 


jive verb i to speak with a lack of sincerity us, ms. 2 to dance us, 
jive adjective insin 1 hony, pi itious us, me 
jive-ass noun an insincere, unreliable person us, 1957 

jive-ass; jive-arse adjective worthless, unreliable us mu 

jive bomber noun a skilled dancer us, ms 
jive doo jee noun heroin uk im 
jiver noun an inveterate flatterer us 1947 
jive stick noun a marijuana cigarette us, 1945 
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jizz | Jody 


jizz, 


i to ejaculate us 


Jobbie i 


' Centre UK 2001 


jizz; jizzum; jism; jiz; jizm; gism; gizzum noun semen. Links to 
an earlier use as ' ife-fort e, ene rgy, spirit'; a meaning that 
occasionally, mai^jfjbe intended us, mi 
jizzbag noun 

condom' US 1993 

jizzernoun a see Im or photograph showing a 

man ejaculating as, im 
jizz joint noun a sex club as, 2000 

jizz-mopper noun leo arcade or 

sex show who cleans up after customers who have come have left 

jizz rag noun men us, m3 

JJ Cale noun a jail -I n ig ing rm< 1 from the name of the US 
musician (b, 1938) uk 2004 


JK! 11.sl kidrkngl Used after saying something that sounds 
improbable us, aagr 

JLD (in doctors' shorthand) /ust /ike dad. Medical slang uk, 2002 
J-load nickname a generously proportioned backside. After the widely 
appreciated hindquarters of film actress and singer Jennifer Lopez 
(b. 1970 ), popularly known and marketed by the nicttSpie 'J Lot 
Recorded in use in contemporary gay society UK 20m 
JO noun 1 an acl in of jerk-off 

US 1972 2 a JQf>US 1993 

JO verb (used of a male) to masturbate. An abbreviation of the oh-so- 
OSWHWBJttK OFF US. 

joan; jone verb to insult in a competitive, quasi-friendly spirit us, 1939 
Joani e adjective profoundly out of touch with current fashions and 
trends us, im 

joanna; joana; joanner; Johanna noun a piano. Rhymjig slang uk 

1846 

Joan of Arc noun 1 a lark, in phrase uch a fuck this for a lark'. 
Rhyming slang uk im. 2a park Rhyming slang uk ms. 3 ashark. 
Rhyming slang mSfm.tA, iws 

job noun 1 used as a substitute for a noun which is apparent from 
context, especially of cars Sometimes embellished to 'jobby' us 
is96. 2 an inanimate oi mechanical article, a thing uk 19 43. 3 a 
person. Usually prefixed with a noun or adjective characteristic us, 
1927. 4 a criminal venture, usual v a robbery uk 1690. s a medical 
procedure. A variant of 'job' (a varietyf, usually combined with a 
body part: 'nose', 'boob', etc us. 1943. 6 an act of defecation us, /975. 
7 in professional wrestling, a planned, voluntary loss us, 1999. 8the 
injection of a dru for non-medicinal purj 1970. ► do a 

job to defecate. Sometimes embellished to 'jobbie' Australia, 1942. 
► just the job; the job exactly what is required uk ms ► on 
the job ► the 

job the police (as a profession) Police slang uk 1999 
job verb i to rob, to steal, to cheat us, i 8 S 9 . 2 to suffer a planned, 
voluntary loss in a professional wrestling match us, 1990. 3 to hit or 
strike; to punch Australia mu .410 inject a drug us, i%7 
jO bag noun a lOntJpm UK, >961 

job and finish noun 1 | 11 1 < npk men that is limited by the 
time it takes to do a specific task Originally in Merchant Navy use 

jobbed adjective incriminated by false evidence uk 1996 
jobber noun a profe ional wrestler who is r ilarl a signed to lose 
to advance the careers of others us, 1990 
jobber to the stars noun a moderately talented professional 
wrestler who is assigned to lose to the most popular wrestlers us 

jobbie noun 1 apparent from its 

context; an item Extension of job us i960. 2 a transaction; a situ¬ 
ation: a piece of work; an event a procedure; an occurrence. A 
variation ofconventior al and unconventional job us 200;. 3aturd. 
From Scottish dialect jobbie (a little job); compafeswith big jobs 
( defecation).. Widely popularised in the 1970 s by comedian Billy 
Connolly uk 2000. 4 a racehorse us 1 974 


jobbie-jabber noun a male h n >s( u I A reference to anal sex 
formed on jobbie (a turdfifjS;^ 

jobo; joro noun a woman, mistress or prostitute. From the Japanese, 
used by US military in Korea us 1947 
job out verb to assign a wrestle 1 I e intenti nally to advance the 
career of another us 1990 

jobroni; jobrone; gibroni noun pro ional restler who is 
regularly assigned to ose Embe lishments of the standard jobber 

MS 1999 

jobsworth noun anyone in a position of authority (no matter how 
petty) who reinforces the personal power ol office by insistence on 
the finer details of whichever bureaucracy or rulebook is rep¬ 
resented, generally to veto or reject a course of adaen. From the 
■expression, ’It'S more than my job’s worth' uk jsjt 
jock noun 1 an athlete espe iall 1 1 idenf 1 ilete Originally 
referred to a man s genitals, eading to 'jock strap' as an athletic 
support, leading to a clipped 'jock' forte support, leadirigtp: 
applrcattsfi.io the man wearing the support. Usually, but not 
always, suggestive of a certain mindlessness us, ucs. 2 a jockey uk 
1826 . 3 a disc jockey us. 1947 . 4 a navy fighter pilot us. 1959 . 5 the 
penis; the male genitals uk 1790. 6 an athletic support. An abbrevi¬ 
ation of 'jock strap ' ; is 1 «. 7 a computer programmer who enu¬ 
merates all possible combinations to find the dififflhat solves the 

y gtJSPam US. 1983 

Jock noun a her 1 i i i II irmed service 1 - Hun wide r piead; 

from the Scottish variant of proper name iojfjfi uk jzss 
jock verb 1 to have sex uk iuu. 2 lo like, to find attractive us, m, 

Jock adjective Scottish. Cf military origin uk 19m 

jock collar noun a rubber ring fitted around the base of the penis. 

Later and better known as a cock ring us, 19 69 
jocked off verb of a professional jockey, to have been deprived of an 
agreed pfjertntdK ism 

jocker noun 1 an 11 1 1 I ii 1 11 I 1 1 1 e ual us, J893. 2 an 

older homosexual male living with and by virtue of the earnings of 
a younger companion. Originally tramp slang us, isoosa mm 
jockette noun effect, rarely 

spontaneously us. 19m 

jockey nouni a prostitute's client uk 1977. 23. rapist Ireland, 1996. 3a 
driver of any heavy-load vehicle uk msi 
jockey verb to drive, to operate us 194 s 
jockey slut noun -ill h ide he exr rl availability to disc 
jockeys in exchange for hanger-on status I he dance music 
magazine Jockey Slut was first published in 1997 uk. 1997 - 
jockey's whip noun a bed, a sleep. Rhyming slang from kip uk i960 
jockey's whips noun 1 c 2 LSD 

Rhyming slang for trips (LSD) uk 2002 
jock itch noun a sweat-induced rash in the crotch us 1.950 
jock jacket noun a jjEMafrf-UK; isos 

Jock Mackay noun 1 pie, especiall 1 cotch pie Glasgow rhyming 
slang, formed on an imagined or generic Scotsman, also heard of 
in the wistful expression 'Och aye, Jodc ifyiaekay' uK^mAND mss 
jocko noun an athlete, a jo^ us 1970 

Jocko land noun cotland. E ided from jock (a Scot) uk England, 


jocks noun male underwear Ireland, 1996 

jock-sniffer noun to associate 

with athletes us 1971 
jockstrap noun an athlete us, 1944 

jock strapper noun an athlete us fm 

Jodrell Bank; jodrell noun an act of masturbation. Rhyming slang 
for wank formed on Hie observatory located in Cheshire uk rn2 
Jody noun 1 the anonymous seducer of a soldier's girlfriend back 
home us 1944. 2a male civilian during wartime us, 1944. 3a black 
seducer of white women .us rssz 
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joe noun i coffee. Originally tramp slang us 1930. 2 a condom new 
ZEALAND, 1976 

Joe noun 1 a fool. Especial in istruction uch is make a joe of 
yourself new Zealand, ms. 2 a new worker who cannot perform up 
to expected standards1 is. 1 » 1. 3 a regular lei ow us, 1911. 4 used to 
create m imaginary pefstffijjrst name Joe, last name the quality 
or characteristic that is personified us 1912. 5 a member of the 
Navajo Indian tribe An abbreviation ol Nava-Joe us 1953. 6a prison 
7 

1987. 8 Schlitz™ beer. I rom the full name, the Joseph Schlltz 
Brewing Company us. 1979. ► out the Joe completely drunk new 

REMAND, 1964 

Joe Baksi; Joe Baxi noun 1 1 1 hymir Ian based on a US 
heavyweight boxer well known in the UK. In Glasgow also 

noted in UK'prison use im. wee 


Joe Blake noun 1 2 

gambling stake; a wooden stake Rhysnfhg slang uk 1992 
Joe Blakes noun 1 lakin npton f extreme al holism. 

,Rh#ning. slang fwiSie shakes a/ustraua. 1944 
Joe Bloggs noun everyman; a notional average man uk, 19 69 
Joe Blow noun i an average, typical citizen us 1924. 2 an excellent 

Joe Blow biography noun a glowing .biographical story about a 
soldier in his hometown newspaper os, m6 
JoeBuckSnoun ill ll 1 11 11 1HAMAS 198. 

Joe Chinknoun 1 her 1 addiction. A further [ 1 nification ofthe 

older chinaman (a heroin addiction) us 1973 
Joe College noun 1 reotypical m tudent 

Joe Cool noun : in fashion and 

modernityys nn 

Joe Daki noun a Pnki tani. Rhymin I m 1 paki iik 1993 
Joe Doe; Joe Roe noun used as a name for a male blind date. Teen 
ste/tg us 19m 

Joe Erk noun 1 1 IH urn 111- for berk - in turn, rhyming 
slang for cunt (a fool) uk 1998 
Joe Gurr noun prison. ■Rhyming slangffot MAtlK. im 

Joe Hero noun a 

Joe Hook noun i nfluenced by 

hook (to steal) oi hooky (stolen, counterfeit) uk, 1932. 2 a book. 
Rhyming slang m, i960 

Joe Hunt; joey noun ,1. foolish or un ikeable person. Rhyming slang 
for cunt. The shortened form is. probably influenced by joey (a 
clown) uk i960 

Joe Loss noun 11 thir 1 111 I in lii hyming slang for 
toss, formed from the name ofthe iLohdon-born bandleader, 

1909 -90 uk. 1992 

Joe Loss verb to toss. "ftjyifitng slant ,uk 1992 
Joe PakiPaki from Opunaki noun the notional, typical New 
Zealander new Zealand, 19m 
Joe Patriot noun a prototypical patriot us 1994 
Joe-pot noun a coffee pot Korean war usage us, 1979 
Joe Public noun ,1 1- tge itizen 1 le egul 1 man on the street. 
Originally theatrical of an audience member; gently derogatory u|, 

Joe Punter noun 1 1 1 n _in- 1 1- istomer. A iriation 1 joe 

public (thspahlic) Combines joe (a regular fell6w)jwttji punter (a 
generic customer) uk 20m 

Joe Rook nouni 1 ik. Perhaf 1 iriant f joe hook, possibly 
influenced by 'rook' (to defraud); may ayote an adaptation of joe 
rourke (a pickpocket) uk 1 w. 2 a book, in particular the t 
made by an on-course bookmaker; hence,, 


Joe Rourke noun 1 il I nin hi formed on 

synonymous but obsolete 'fork' uk ms 
joes noun a fil of irritation 01 depression Australia, 1910 
Joe Schmo; Joe Shmo noun an average, if dull. and$g| person us 

Joe Sixpack noun a stereotypical working-class male us 1972 

Joe Skinner; Jim Skinner; Jimmy Skinner noun a dinner. 
;®yrfting Slang uk 193s 

Joe Soap noun ee, a fool. Rhyming slang 

tor dope, origipalty military uk 1943 
Joe Strummer noun ent. Rhyming 

slang, formed ffofn the name ofthe celebrated roefpjfoastian, 
1952-2002 UK 199s 

Joe the grinder noun used as a generic term for ihe man that a 
prisoner's wife or girlfriend takes up with while the man is in 

Joe the toff adverb off aw i, alasgo 11 III - \ang UK: SCOTLAND, 

joey noun 1 a clown. An abbreviation ofthe name of legendary 
clown Joseph Grima di (1779-1837) uk 1889. 2 an errand-runner in 
a drug-dealing operation, #jp|ratetyfrom l-be previous sense as. 

'clown' uk 1999. 3 a baby Australia 1 . . 4 a youthful, attractive 

homosexual male prostitute Australia, 1979. 5 a young kangaroo or 
wallaby still living infhrpQUGb; the yourtgof any marsupial, 
•Ufjgjfi unknown; the earliest example (1828) refers to a young 
possum. Later joey 1 was also applied to the young of various ani¬ 
mals. suchsas iparrolszhprses-and cattle, but is now restricted as 
defined Australia, 1839. 6 an Anglo-Australian person. Used as a, 
somewhat mild, derogatory-term by. Australians of Mediterranean 
and Middle Eastern background Australia, 1937 7 in prison, illicit 
goods, an illegal parcel uk 1950. 8 a condom new Zealand, 1934. 9 the 
Bleed period ofthe menstrual cycle uk im 
Joey noun someone of little importance. Rhyming slang for joe hunt 
icunt: informed by joey (a clown) uk. 1990 
Joey Grey noun / use ijk 21x0 

Joeys; Johies nickname Johannesburg scx j r?/ Africa, 1974 
jog verb i to push with one foot whi e skateboarding us, wet. 2 in 
Newfoundland, of a boat, to stop (heave to) into the wind, or sail 

CANADA, 1X0 

jogger; jogar verb to entertain, to sing, to play Polari, from Italian 
giocare (to play )ik, iSfe? 

joggering omee noun an enlerta'nei A combination of jogger (to 
entertain) and omee (a man) ijk, 2002 
joggy noun a hacksaw us, 1949 

joharito noun heroin uK 2aa 
john noun 1 

probably via the crimina use as 'dupe 1 or 'victim' us 1906. 2a 

officer. An abbreviation of John Dah^an obsolete pup am 
■■ifrench gendarme (a police offitgr) Which appears in several vari¬ 
ations in the US from 1858, or an abbreviated form ofthe cffpfsr. 
John Hop, rhyming with cop. First recorded standing alone in 
Australia, 1898 Australia ms. 3 in a deck ol playing cards, a jack or 
knave US, ix z. 4 a toiler us, 1942. 5 a condom A shortened form of 
johnny used with over-familiar contempt by prostitutes UK 1977 
>see: JOHN THOMAS 
John noun a lieutenant us, 1937 
John Audley; John Orderly 

Theatrical, from actor-manager John Richardson (d. 1837) who 
would ask 'Is John Audley here?' to cue a speedy cdrfdusion in 
readiness for his next audience; by legend this was a technique 
learnt from- a John' Audley or Orderly uk im 
John book noun a prostitute's list of customers us 1973 
John Brown! used as a ■nop-pitjfltn^ Oath Bahamas, m2 
John Bull adjective full) gtehlsAUSPMtiK IS ?t 
John Bull; john noun 1 a tug, a puli, .^fipiiSgjslang uk 1956. 2 an 
arrest. Rhyming slang lor pull ok rm. ► on the John Bull; go 
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on the John Bull lal quest for a 

sexual partner. Rhyming slafig'for 'on^pffuc is* 

John Cleese noun I .. in rm from the name of 

the comedy actor and writer (b.1939) who, as a member of Monty 
Python's Flying Circus was, in 1972, partly responsible forth® 
'Cheese Shop'steSS’f-tK rass 

John D noun kerosene. An allusion to John D Rockefeller and hence 
petroleum-based productsraw 
John Dory noun the story Australia, is®? 

John Grieg noun the leg. Glasgow rhyming slang, formed from the 
name of the Glasgow Rangers footballer uk Scotland, is% 

John Hancock noun he attention-getting 

manner in which Hancock signed the Declaration of 

Independence wl w? 

John Henry noun i if the more 

corftrnon john Hancock us, 1972. 2 the penis us, im 

John Hop noun i poll I I I l I ill i I i i I COP AUSTRALIA, 1907 

John Law noun the policel® im 
Johnnie; Johnny noun a man uk. 1673 

johnny noun i a condom uk, ms. 2 a police officer us, 1997. 3 a toilet 
uk, 1850. 4a prison guard us 1 50 5 a oose-fitting, abbreviated 
hospital nightshirt with a slit down the backus ms. «an Inexperi¬ 
enced firefighter us, 1954 

johnnybaitnoun 1 11 luring ung man r young man 

johnny ball noun in electric line work, a guy strain insulator us, raso 
johnny-be-good noun a p i e fficer; th 1 lice Plays on Chuck 
Berry's 1958 rock 'if rol classic 'Johnny B Goode', punning the 
inherent quality of goodness displayed by the police; possibly 
irdtite. Black usage us pd 

Johnny Black nickname Ji I whisky us, 19 90 

Johnny Bliss noun an act of urination. Rhyming slang for piss 

AUSTRALIA, 1969 

Johnny Canucknoun a Can rdian, especia i ildier Canada, 1957 
Johnny Cash noun an act of urination, Hjsfming slang for slash, 
formed from the name of the US singer, 1932-2003 UK 1 992 
Johnny-come-lately noun a new recruit, a newcom'er, hence 
someone inexperienced or unsophisticated us is* 

Johnny Darky noun a bIScf man. Offensive m, 2000 
Johnny Foreigner noun anyone who ii.•not British uk 1990 
Johnny Giles noun 111 1 1 rrh il ningslangfor piles'; formed 
from the name of an Irish footballer (b.1940) ijk, ms 
Johnny-go-fast noun amphetamines uk , 2003: 

Johnny Gyppo noun 

Johnny Ham noun a private investigator us ra«6 
Johnny Horner noun a comes Rhyming slang uk im 
Johnny Long Shoes noun il w mu I 1 1 pm oner's girlfriend 
or wife after incarceration us mi 
Johnny-no-stars noun -nee and/or 

ambition. From a system employed' by fast-food giant 
McDonald's™ that is designed to recognise a worker's 
achievements and acquisition,pfiskills; to havei®^|tars is seen to 
be a badge of no intelligence uk, am 
Johnny O'Brien noun in railroading, a boxcar us. im 
Johnny-on-the-spot noun 1 ier n h 1 liable whenever 
needed us, im 

Johnny Pissoff noun a very annoying person us, 1971 
Johnny pump noun a fire hydrant Os, f§5f; 

Johnny Raper noun a n- paper. F ning slang based on the 
name of an Australian Rugby League football player Australia, m3 
Johnny Rebnoun any rural white male from the southern US us, im 


Johnny Rotten nickname Sir William Wtgttsn, Commander of all 
Royal Air Force assets In the Gulf war uk mi 
Johnny Skinner noun a du rt of the joe 

SKINNER family Uk I960 

Johnny Thunder noun the combination of an M-16 antipersonnel 
mine and a M-79 grenade auncher us mi 
johnny-too-bad noun a hoodlum, a criminal A reversal of johnny- 
be-good (a police officer). Immortalised by the thus-titled song by 
the Slickers in the 1973 Jamatcafifljm The Harder TheyCdrm. UK 
black usage Jamaica, 1994 

Johnny Tourist noun a 11 iday-maker. A 1 nification of the 
average tourist uk 1999 

Johnny Vaughan noun pornograph Rhyn ng ing for porn, based 
on television presenter Johnny Vaughan uk, 2002 
Johnny Walker noun an iverly ta ti per 1 in inf rmer. 
Rhyming slang, 'talker'; possibly derived from the brand name 
whisky (from its tongue-loosening properties) or, perhaps, formed 
from: thfmame of a B.BC'ra|(lp'disc jocEly, in tribute to his fluency 


Johnny Walker nickname 1 Popedotlfi XXIII. A pun on a whisky 
brand name; Pope John XX II (born 88 . ascended 1958, died 
1963) earned this nickname from his-habittfcsfreaking otif of the 
Vatican and walking the streets of Rome n \ly, 1 > 7. 2 Lt General 
Walton H. Walker (1889-1950). Walker served with great distinction 
in World War I, World War 2, and Korea; he was killed in a car 
accident in Korea us, 1973 

Johnny Woodser noun a person drinking alone in a pubucrv 
ZEALAND,, 1941 

John O'Groats noun - 1 I itisfaction. Rhyming king for oats, as 
in 'get your oats'CPC 3*$ 

John Peel noun a jellied eel. Rhyming slang, formed from the name 
of a legendary huntsman (1716-1854) or BBC tad® disc-jockey 
(1993-2004) UK 1992 

John Prescott noun 1 list ni nn formed from the 

name of the Labour politician (b.1938), UK's Deputy Prime 
Minister (1997-2007). The. latest of many men, real or imagined, 
iljamed Prescott who have lent a name to this rhyme UK 1998 
John Q. Law noun he personif ition of law enforcement us, 1994 
John Selwyn Gummer noun I rppointing r depressing event. 
Rhyming slang for bummer, formed from the name of a 
Conservative politician.iiid sometime government mini tef 
johnsie noun tl iu ii m partment or house here you live us, 2002 
johnson noun 1 ne word was 

not widely used in this sense until the 1970s uk 1862. 2 a pound of 
marijuana, especially a pound of marijuana cigarettes. A pound of 
marijuana cigarettes would be an 'lb. of j's', hence the .initials and 
the leap to President Lyridon 'LB.I" Baines Johnson us, 1976. 3 a 
marijuana cigarette uk 2002. 4 crack cocaine uk ms. 5 coffee us m 2 
Johnson bar noun I nergency bral 11 111 ick us, 1971 

Johnson family noun 1 I 'I ih 11 1 -1 orld us 1926. 2 a 
mythical family, all of whose members believe that everything is 
legitimate and righteous us, m2 

Johnson grass noun marijuana Johnson grass is a ubquitous weed 
in the US, hence4fte }>unUS im 

John Thomas; john noun the penis UK w 3 

John Wayne noun 1 dustries, an exagger¬ 

ated punch us, 2003. 2.1 bulldozer tankus, mi. 3 a small, collapsible 
can opener for use in the field. Officially known as a P-38 us 1973. 

4 a train Rhyming slang, formed from the name of the US film 
actor, 1907-79 uk ms 

John Wayne veib to a ith ri If disregard for life and safety. 
One of several mi itary slang terms based on John Wayne 
(1907-79), the US actor who portrayed a series of tough Western 
and army heroes us. 1973 


Johnny Rollocksnoun hi-1 n I F .. Ung for bollocks; a John Wayne cookie noun a US Army c-ration biscuit or candy bar 

member of the jimmy rollocks and tommy rollocks family uk raw us. im 
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John Wayne High School nickname the US Army's Special Warfare 
Training School, I ort Bragg, North Carolina us. mi 
John Wayne's hairy saddle bags noun the testicles’hqhfing iMf; 
Stjreturn uk. 1997 

John Woo noun e i mer iec< U ning rng, formed from the 
name of the Chinese film director |M946) uk. 2003 

join verb ► join the Air Force to die us. 1 994. ► join the birds to 

jump from a moving train before an unavoidable collision us. 1975 
joined-up thinking noun coherent, considered and well-organised 

join out verb lo go to work for a circus us. ms 
joint noun 1 a marijuana cigarette.. I or 50 years, the top of the slang 
pile, easily deposing its predecessors and fending off challengers 
us. 1942. 2the equipment used to smoke opium us, me. 3a syringe 
US. 1993. 4 a pistol US. 1949. 5 the penis us nti. 6 a place, anything 
from a country lo a house Australia 1945. 7a prison us, 1933. tan 
establishment that sells alcohol illegally; any disreputable 
establishment us. is? 9 an artistic creation (recording, film, etc), 
also a ttalner as a fashion item, especially in black or hip-hop 
culture us. ms. 10a hip-hop e rdingthatf ure more than one 
leading rapper. Clipped from 'joint recording' us. .-an. 11 in horse 
racing, a battery-powered device used illegally by a joetty to shock 
a.horsetdyring a raee us, ism 

joint girl noun ,1 ir titute rking in ne pecific disreputable 
establishment us. 1972 

joint of beef noun a boss. Rhyming slang for ‘chief uk 1992 
joints noun a pair of any pc, : shoes us. 1993 

joint-wise adjective . I 1 1 I I lied at the ways and means 

of serving a prison se ntence gracefully us, 1990 
JOJ adjective yust < li il e et Appliec 1 i recent mmigrant or, in the 
usage of Hawaiian youth, to a taumt recently arrived in Hawaii us, 


jojee noun heroin ilp |m 

joke nouni a person who is not taken seriously Australia, 1992. 2 an 
operation that offers the possibility of improper gain Australia. 19® 
joke and farce noun 1 he pooler or, me buttocks, ihe anus. Rhyming 
slang for arse uk 2003 

joke box noun a good teller of jokes Bahamas, m2 
joker noun a person, a bloke or fellow Australia, ism 

joker poker noun ards, including 

the jokw|jp 1988 

jokers' jailhouse noun a lunatic asylum us, 1971 
jol; joll; jail; jawl; joil; jola; jorl verb 1 to go somewhere 
(especially in search of entertainment); to depart south Africa, 1946. 
2 to flirt; to have a love-affair south Africa, 19w. 3 to make merry, to 
party. From Afrikaans south africa. mi 
jol; joll; jorl; jaul noun similar 

social occasion. The variations 'jorl' and 'jaul' are representative of 
we word's pronuriciatigin'S3ymAFR/c4 ,1957 ' 

Joliet Josie noun 1 ' Mill itt mi girl unde the legal age of 
consent Joliet li-the site of the major prison inJpois us, 1950 

joller; jawler noun 1 ier n 1 frequer.ivoury) places of 

entertainment; a hedonist, a party-goer, etc 'Jawler' is spelt as 
'joller' is pronounced, south Africa m3 


jolly noun 1 a good time; an pleasant excursion; a party. An abbrevi¬ 
ation of jollification' of 1903. 2 a Royal Marine The Royal Marines 
are known as 'the Jollies' ui 1125 3 in horse race betting, the 
favouriteu/c, 1991 

jolly verb to treat a person with such positive cheeriness that a state 
of a good humour is encouraged or maintained uk im 
jolly adjective diiin Originall iphemisti then colloquial uk m2 
jolly adverb very, exceedingly uk fas® 
jolly bean noun an amphetaminej|jiifet,£B m9 
jolly for polly adjective eager for md|tqytjk, rasz 
jolly green noun 1 i.inmaiw A ugg tion that green 
(marijuana/GRASs; might n ake you jolly (drunk), especially if taken 
in giant portions implied by the brand name charadfer the Jolty 
Green <jf®f %uk, 1998 

Jolly Green Giant noun in 1 er lln nilitar helicopters, 
especially the CH-3C helicopter, used during the Vietnam war for 
.counterinsurgency airlifcys jsks 

jolly hockey sticks adjective redolent of the atmosphere or culture 
of a girls' public school; also used of ,1 feminine 'country' accent. 
Used parodicajly. Coined for the BBC radio comedy of the early 
1950s Educating Archie, by comedy actress Beryl Reid, 1918-96 uk 

jolly joker noun a poker. Rhyming slang uk 1992 
jolly juice noun alcoholic drink uK woi 

jolly pop; jolly popper noun an ecealional, nonraddfcted. tlftr sjf 
heroin us. 2002 

jolly well adverb used as an intehsifier uk ms 
jolt noun 1 a shock us. 1966. 2 a strong and bracing alcoholic drink us, 
1904 . Ban injection or dose of a drugc/s, 1907. 4a prison sentence 


jolt verb 1 to shock («. Tie 2 to inject a drug US, 1953 

Jolting Joe noun irdinarily gifted player for 

' ^e-New York Yankees baseball team from 1936 to 1951 us. 19& 

Jo Maxi noun a taxi. Also abbreviated to 'Jo' Ireland. 2003 
Jonah noun ed by other 

gamblers to bring bad luck us, 1849 

Jonah verb in craps, to try to influence the roll of the dice with body 
■imCWSfftefifS', hand gestures or incantations-us m 
Jonathan Ross; jonathan noun om hingo little or no value. 
Rhyming slang for toss used in the sense 'not give a toss' formed 
from the name of ataley^dn ftnd radio presenter, chat-show hfist 
and film critic (b. 1960 ) uk am 

jone verb to put a spell on someone Canada, m2 >see: JOAN 
jones noun 1 an addiction us no/. 2 an intense craving or yearning 
US. 1970. 3 heroin ( is. 1970. 4 Ihe penis US, 1966 
jones verb to crave us. im 

Joneses noun il i“ n n nil ui 11 next d 1 h ire the basis for 
yattf aspirations fpr social equality ujf'.resl 
jones man noun a heroin deafer* ties, m 
jong noun lab 1. An offensive 

term, from older senses as 'a black male servant or slave' derived 
from Afrikaans /< ingen (a boy) south Africa, of. 2 used as a 
friendly, informal term of address, regardless ofipfJder; a-pbj^ilgndg 

iSBUTH AFRICA, 1911 


jollier noun a good time, a party. An elaboration of 'jolly' uk 2002 
jollies nouni pleasure us. n%. 2 thrills Australia, m2. 3 the female 
breasts uk 2002 

jol lo noun . i. ex lebration I rom jol vj or perhaps, 

joS^^tion’AUSTwy^ m7 

jollop noun i a st i ng liquor ill his! From m earlier medi¬ 
cal sense Australia, 1942. 2 liquid drugs, usually methadone or 

.ftp extension of the original sense as *a medicine' UK, 
Ain. 3 a large meal of leftovers Canada, rass 

jollup noun semen 


jong! used as at prise, pleasure, 

etC SOUTH AFRICA, 1996 

jonnic; jonnick; jonic; jonick adjective i true. Fj|»British dialect 

Australia, 1874. 2 genuine Australia, i960 
joognoun i in No i i idlam especial f alcohol i ,mall amount, 
a drop Canada, ms. 2 the jugular vein. Also spelt jug' us, 1994 

joog verb 1 to have . I VGA 1942. 2 in 

Newfoundland, to drain or drink completely Canada, ms. 3 to tease 

jook noun sexual intercourse trinidad and tobago. 1993 
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jook|Judy 


w is® 

h sexual overtones. From the 
n horseback' with, perhaps, the 


jook verb 1 t( | ith I it bjeCt BARBADOS, 1965. 2 tO Stab 
WINlDftP 'AAiD TOBAGO. 1827 

jooks noun trousers U'KrlSC&OANP. 1988 
josh verb tom I i i inter us. 1852 

joshed up adjective tyli III It I I I I I I resented. From 
'zhoosh' (clothes) uk 2002 
josh it verb to die uk im 
joskin noun a'-iputiJiy'bumpkin uk, isn 
josser noun an outsider, Polari uk 1933 
jostle verb to engage In petty swindles us, 1993 
jostler noun the merr lerofai >ocke re .hose clumsy 
bumping into the victim distracts him while a confederate picks 
cfhe pocket us, 

jotters noun ► get your jotters; be given your jotters to be 

dismissed from employment Glasgow slang uk ms 
joual noun the 1 mixture of 

languages, used in Quebec this term, used ay English Quebec 
speakers rather than 'Frenglish', may .derive from a corruption of 
cheval French for 'horse', i.e. 'French spoken on horseback'. 

Famed and favourite playwright Michel Tremblay wrote all his early 
plays in 'joual' and refused to allow them to be translated until 
the separatist party won power in 1976 Canada, 2001 
jouk verb to play truant; to dodge, duck, avoid, hide Canada, mss 
jounts noun dfetflmg US 1987 
journo noun a journalist auotmua, 19 
journo adjective being of journalist 
joust noun a physical encounter wi 
conventional sense as 'combat or 
phallic suggestion oflhrlistihg: lances u* 

jowlster noun I IRELAND, 1984 

joxy noun the yagirtarus, fflsr 

joy nouni luck ii n; es| i in the qu ion'any joy?'and 

the negative response or interrogative 'no joy'. Originally Royal Air 
Force usage uk 1945. 2 marijuana us 1 m 3 heroin uk 2002 
Joy noun ► the Joy Mountjoy D rison in Dublin Ireland, 1999 
joy!; rapture! 1 ed for pr ing pleasure ir hat has just been 
said. Somewhat sarcastic or, at least, melodramatic us, 1986 
joy bang; joy noun an injection of a narcotic, especially heroin, 
without succumbing 10 the drug's addictive nature us 1953 
joy booternoun an inffeqjjent smoker us 19% 
joybox noun a piano us. m2 

joyboy noun 1 in nale horn exual, especially a young male 

homosexual prostitute uk jsbi 

joy flakes noun a powder jr heroin us 

joy girl noun 1 a prostitute us, 1931. 2 in a deck of playing cards, any 
queen us 1973 

joy jelly noun in electric line work, a silicone compound used on 
underground cable terminators us, mso 
joy juice noun 1 emen 2an il 10I I e umge especially 

whisky us, 1907. 3 a power 1. hal ucinogenic drink made from seeds 
of the datura plant trinidadand tobago, 1991. 4a central nervous 
system despressant us ms1. s chloral hydrate, used to render 
someone uncortsciot|S.t4 mti 


Joynson-hicks noun six. Rhyming slang, formed from the name of 
Sir WiIFiam Joyhson-Hicks, 1865-1932, who is best remembered as 
the Conservative Flome Secretary at the time of the general strike 

Of192#«C I960 

joy of my life noun a wife. Rhyming slang, often ironic uk 1936 
joy plant noun opium; heroin uk, 1998 

joy pop noun an inje tion < < rug ini the I 11 not a vein us, 1922 


joy-pop verb 1 

1936. 2 to fly a helicopter at a ow elevation and high speed us 1991 
joy popper noun er us raa6 

joy powder noun ly ; I I In iall nine, heroin or 

morphine us 19 22 

joy-ride noun an impu ee n in a u that is from the point 
of view of the riders, borrowed, but from die point of view of the 
law, Splen us mis 

joyride verb to steal a car for a joy-ride us, 1949 
joy-rider noun 1 1 person who tal pie ire ir 1 in 1 ther 
vehicle without permission Extended from joy-ride us sow. 2 an 
infrequent user of an addictive drug os tm 
joyridingnoun il 1- rimir 1 ict ftaking 11 ther's car for the 
thrilling pleasure of driving it us mio 
joy smoke noun 111 rijuana 1 hem; 1 1 1 ind joy weed'are 

also recorded in the 1940s; only 'joy' and 'joy smoke' seem to 

joystick noun 1 1 mechanical 

Imagery, but there is u suggestion that this may be rhyming slang 
for prick us, mm. 2 a marijuana cigarette us, m2. 3 the pole used to 
carry a pair of balanced objects on your shoulders 1 us 1968 
joy water noun vaginal lubricant produced as a result of sexual 
rrpusal US. 1973 

JP nickname Jamaica Plain, Massachusetts us. 1997 


1. Random noun used as a humorous first initial and middle name 
of a mythical person us. i%3 
J-smoke noun .1 11 iii'ii 1 1 irette n irijuana us, m9 

JT noun the penis. An abbreviation of John thomas (the penis) ijk i923 
J-town noun a neigh I orhood po il ited by a large number of 
JapafJesesAmericans, An abbreviation of ‘Japan Town' usn& 

Juana noun marijuana. A 1 mi ibbr 1 ition us 1989 
Juan Doe noun ; 1993 

Juanita noun ,ly endless 'mary 

jane' offspring us. im 

Juan Valdez noun 11 i. 11 Juan i probal il n from 
'marijuana', but other than its obvious'SpanishhKjttS'lbf ■ 
etymology of Juaft VSte-is uncertain us, im 
jubilee noun tf>6 buttocks us, 1957 

juck; juk; juckie noun a dog; hence, used disparagingly of a man. 

Directly from Romany jook (a dog) In English gypsy use uk. 1979 
Judas goat noun an animal trained to lead other animals into 
slatghter us. m 

Judas hole; Judas eye; Judas window; Judas noun a small peep¬ 
hole In a door through which one car 1 see who is outside the door 
Without been seen froOimitside us. i86s 


judder noun in moto 1 ing 1 huddering effei mil dining braking 
because of tyre imbalance us, mso 

judder bars noun 

Judge noun a 1968-73 Pontiac1992 

Judge Dread; Judge Dredd noun the head. Rhyming slang, formed 
from the title of a series of graphic comic-strip adventures and a 
iS&Snra-Aqr, less likely, a reggae entertainer uk i$9s 
Judge Duffy; Judge Dean noun in poker, three tens. The 
suggestion is lhal the mythical Judge Duffy, Judge Dean, or 
whoever; ccwiftiarily handed out sentences of pi? days us. m3 
Judy noun 1 a woman, a girl Possibly adopted from traditional Punch 
ii lie- 

variations of the definition specified that she looked ridiculous 
(giving credence to Punch's wife) or that she was pnomis^® UK 
1812. 2 the meal fed to a prisonei m so itary confinement us, 1992 
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Judy adjective locked in on a target us, 1 990 
jug noun 1 a jail or prison us, tm. 2 a bank us, mu. 3 a glass of beer. 
No longer common Only used col oquially and not when ordering 
beer at a hotel where a 'jug' is precisely that, a jug of beer that 
you take back to a table and fill glasses from Australia, i960. 4 a 
large table jug for beer At sir.', us 1 m. 5 a glass ampoule holding 
liquid drugs us, 1971. 6a small containei ol amphetamine or meth- 
amphetamine n liquid loan us ,■ , 7 a cylTde- in an aeroplane 
engine us, mss. 8 a carburettor us, 1942. 9 in electric line work, a 
hacSefrfet post insulator us, 1m 

jug verb 1 to arrest or imprison us. i84i. 2 lo attack someone with a 
jug of boiling water, especia v sugared water us ram. 3 to have sex 
wiifs.t/s 1965. 4 to stab us 1970 >see: JUKE 
jug and pail noun a prison or jail A rhyming slang elaboration of 
jug (a iprisonjsHii 1992 

jugged adjective i drunk. Noied as bemg used by office- and shop¬ 
girls us, 1923. 2 imprisoned us 1996 

jugging noun in prison, an attack with a jug of boiling sugared water 


juggins noun a dd|fi 1882 
juggle verb i to sell (drugs) us 


engage irjcnmiml business 


juggler noun i a retail-l drug dealer 2a member ofa 

train crew who loads and un oads freight at stops on a run us mo 
jughandle noun in i m | t-holin r handle shaped outcrop 
of rock used as an anchor-point uk 20m 
jughandles; juglugs noun pii^Jfeftat tars uk 19m 

jugheavynoun 1 . I h | Uses in r bbing bank vaults 

and safes us, 194$' 

jughustler noun 1 in oil drillin r cable-ca e member with a 
geophone Canada, w, 2 in oil drilling, the most inexperienced 
member ofa seismic crew. The recording devices carried by the 
crew resembled and were called 'jugs' us 1954 
jug it! who cares! us 1951 

jugs; milk jugs noun I 1 nal 1 r< 1 1 , A teference to the source 
of mother's milk, widely known and used us 1957 
jug up verb to eat US. 1992 

juice noun 1 alcohol us 1932. 2 methadone, used to break an opiate 
addiction. In many US clinics, the methadone given to recovering 
heroin addicts'! mixed in orange juice so that it cannot be 
njected us, mi. 3 a powdered narcotic dissolved for injection us, 
1962. 4 crack cocaine mixed wild marijuana us 1993. 5 anabolic ster¬ 
oids us, 1992. 6 blood Among others, professional wrestling usage 
us, ms. 7 in drag racing and hot rodding, any special blend of 
racing fuel us, ran. 8 petrol, diesel uk 1909. 9 nitroglycerin, used by 
thieves to bio, pen all 1- loener 

11 sex baa- 12 13 power, 

Influence, sw 1. 14 15 interest paid to an 

nlil 16 1 1 1 ' 1 retting, the boot maker's 

mm in 17 in pool, spin imparted to the cue ball to 
affect the course of the object ball or the course-off the cue ball 
after it strikes the object ball us ran. 18 surging surf with big waves 
us, 1981. 19 in a deck 0' playing cards, a two An intentional 
corruption of deuce us, issi. ► get some juice on to achieve a 
drug intoxication j m 

juice verb 1 to drink pecially to the point f intoxication us rsss. 

2 to energise its 1977. 3 1.0 bleed Professional wrestling usage (is 
1992. 4 to bribe; lo pay for influence us, 1153 5 to obtain something 
through the influence of another us 1 s 6 to have sex Bahamas, 

1982 >see: JUICE up. ► juice the G-spot to engage in oral sex on 
a woman us, 9m. 

juice bar noun 1 11 1 I 1 1 in lira rddicts are 

administered methadone. Playful, alluding to juice (methadone) us, 

juice box noun the vagina Canada, :itm 

juice brakes noun in hot rodding and drag racing, hydraulic brakes 


juiced; juiced up adjective 1 drunk us, 1941. 2 energised us, tm,. 

3 caffeinated Borrowing from the language of car fuel for appli¬ 
cation to the world Of coffee drinks and, to a lesser extent, soft 
driinK us, 1996 

juiced in adjective enjoying powerful political connections us, 1995 
juice freak noun an- tafedholjc us m 

juice hand noun an electrician, especially in the theatre US 1952 
juicehead noun an alefftejfctA 

juice jockey noun the driver of a petrol-fuelled truck us 1971 
juice joint noun 1 11“ I hi 111 rail here tier 1 I is served illegally 
us, 1932. 2 a cigarette made with a mixture of marijuana and crack 
cocaine uk raw. 3 a crooked gambling operation us. 1950 

juice man noun 1 » 2 an AM 

radio disc jockey who broadcasts on a powerful, all-night, station 
heard by truckers us. ns,. 3 an electrician us, 1923 

juice money noun a britje(4 w si 
juicepotnoun a carburetter us. 1971 

juicer noun 1 a 2 an electrician, 

especially in the television and film industries us, 1928. 3 in 
television and film-making, a lamp operator us, 1990. 4 a persuasive 
and resourceful woman sent out to acquire crack cocaine for ‘ 
others US, 1992. s a collector of repayments for a loan shark uk, 1996. 

6 tn hot rodding, hydraulic brakes us, 1954 
juice racket noun usury, loan-sharking, illegal lending us, ms 
juices noun in poker, a pair of twos. Probably a corruption of deuce(s) 
US, 1951 

juice up; juice verb 1 to make exciting or powerful us, raw. 2 to 

juicy adjective i r inda i i ii i i | ill in j sexual way uk, 
i 883. 2 (used ofa woman) sexually aroused us 1970. 3 said ofa 

4 

game or poker play us m2. 5 (of a wave) powerful, with a large 
fringing crest us, istv 

juicy fruit noun an act of exual ini ourse. Rh ming slang for 
root. From the name ofa flavour of chewing gum Australia, mo 
juicy G noun saladiptiigossip us, 1989 

juicy Lucy noun lira i 111 i ii i I i i I i racestive and sex¬ 
ual uses; Lucy is a convenient rhyming name If may also be 
worth noting that Juicy Lucy was a moderately successful UK blues. 

Afnftfr the late 1960s and early 70s. ^.controversial, and hence 
memorable illustration on their 1969 eponymous debut album 
depicted a plump, naked lady disported in jurr^rait - grapes, 
etc. Also a slang term'Sferfsexual lnt^$Pjjfse' uk 2001 
juju; ju-ju noun a marijuana cigarette. Clipped and reduplicated 
from 'marijuana' us, 1940 

jujubes; joobs; jubesnoun male pectorals 


juke noun a jukebox us, raw. ► up your juke under the front of 
your clothing (as a pi; ce of concealment or protection) uk 
SCOnAND. T985 

juke; jug verb 1 to dance in a boisterous fashion If. is theorised that 
the word, toda\ I 1 in I m 1 11 mi 11 juke box, was 

derived from the African Wolofj Banut or Bambara languages. The 
term spread throBghtsouthem blacks from theifigteh. and theft’ 
into wider slang usage, although with a distinCly southern flavour 
us, 1933. 2 to fool, to trick us, is/.!. 3 lo hil us. 1872. 4 to avoid a blow, 
■flfrcus and carnival usage uk ism 
jukebox noun 

juke house noun as|fp#.#,,j® jgsk- 

juke joint noun a bar or club with a jukebox, usually rowdy and 
teeming with sin us, 1937 s ' 
jukey noun a jukebox uk Scotland, 19% 

Julian Clary adjective 

conceited. Rhyming slang for lairyuk ms 
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Julian Clary; clary | Juneau sneakers 


Julian Clary; clary noun a ma homo u I Rhyming slang for 
fairy, formed from the name of an ostentatiously gay comedian 
Jbri959) UK 1998 

Julius Caesar noun i a wedge-shaped cheesecutter flat cap. 
Rhyming slang for 'cheeser' ok, 1992. 2 a freezer Rhyming slang uk 


jumblie; jumbly noun a jumble sale uk 1977 

jumbo noun i an elephant. I rom the name of a famous elephant 
sold to circus impressario P I. Barnum by London Zoo in 1882. 
The elephant died in collision with a train in Ontario in 1885 uk, 
1882. 2 a jumbo-jel uk, m r 3 a large via of crack cocaine us, im. 

4 a quart bottle of beei Heard in Michigan s Upper Peninsula os, 
2003. s a uniformed police constabe, especia y a clumsy or stupid 
police constable. A derogatory term employed by detectives uk 
i97o. 6 the buttocks new Zealand, ms 

jumbo-size adjective very large; or, in the language of advertising, 
slightly larger than normal uk m7 

Jumbo's trunk adjective a famous 

elephant in 1880s London. His name became an eponym for 
elephants and an adjective for great size. He inspired this variation 
on 'elephant's trunk' (drunk) uk raa 

jumbuck noun i sheep he in fthi rd has lor been 
conjectured. 'Jumbuck' arose in Australian Aboriginal pidgin, 
which also had 'jump up' (to appear, to come, to be reincarnated), 
which may be related, though it is difficult to see how exactly. In 
1896 a Mr Meston surmised the hardly credible thsBiy that it was 
from an. Aboriginal word meaning 'the white mist,preceding a 
shower, to which a flock of sheep biM-a strong,resemblance'. 
'jafFtbuck' is now all batrfbrgotten except that it occurs in the 
lyrics of the nationaltswg.'Waltzing Matilda' miSTRAUA, im 

jump noun i ai 2 a thrill uk 2001. 3 a 

party, especially a party with music us, cm. 4 ihe start us, ms. 

5 the beginning of a horse race Australia, n. 6 in prison, an 

unexpected attack uk ms. 7 in the entertainment industry, a move 
in between engagements, especially by rail;;-. s the lw n a 
iputtie ifiiouse or other licensed premises. Following the notion that 
you have to jump to get attention; alternatively, it's what you have 
to jump over to gel. a free beet Australia, razs. ► get the jump 
on; have the jump on 1 ;e over 

someone us, 1912 

jump verb 1 to I ia\ e e 2t< be livel ild, full of activity us, 

ms. 3 to attack physica y, espec 1,1 y by surprise or all of a sudden 
uk, 1789. 4 (of a horse) to begin z race Australia cm. sto board a 
moving train in order to catch a free ride us. ms. 6 to escape, to 
abscond. Originally, 'to jump ship' uk ms. 7 lo travel from an 
engagement in one town to the next town where an engagement 
is scheduled us. 1979. 8 to steal a car by creating a short circuit with 
the ignition system wires lo start the engine us cm. 9 to use 
'Specially designed equipment to cause a car to bounce up and 
down us, 1992. 10 in drag racing > cr the 1 ling line too soon 
us mo. ► jump a rattler to board a train illegally Australia, 1905. 

► jump bail 1 deliberate! fail to appear in urt after bail has 

been posted, especially by mov ng away in order lo avoid recog- 
niN ill: 111 1 11 diction From jump (to escape) us. 1865. 

► jump out of your skin to be greatly startled uk c ► jump 
salty to become angry os; on. ► jump someone's bones to 
have sex us, ms. ► jump sore to anger os; mi. ► jump stink to 
become angry us, m,. ► jump the broomstick to enter Into a 
common-law marriage Probably a figurative use of a traditional 
custom, hence, also, the many variations: 'to jump (over) the 
besom', 'broom', 'bucket', 'ditch', 'doorstep 1 , etc. Brewer in his 
Phrase and Fable suggests that ‘broomstick’ is an elebofatiop.rf 
'brom' (the bit ol a bridle) and is thus symbo ic of skipping over 

► jump the green to start 

quickly just after, or before, a traffic light turns green Canada, 1992. 

► jump the gun 1 ' |i u 1 n I I n u I defies us, 1942. 

► jump the shark a peak of 

popularity; may also be applied to other entertainments, 
entertainers or fashions. Coined after a 1977 episode# long* 


' «tunning,U5 teleyision comedy Happy Days, inwUkh a Central 
character in need of fresh impetus took to water-skis and 
attempted to leap over a shark i is. w. ► jump through hoops 
to be seen to do everything that is required and morewc sir. 

► jump to it 'I energetically 

to the bidding lo do so Often used as an imperative ox, 1929. 

► jump wires /creating a 

short circuit with the ignition system wires os /%». ►jump 
yellow to act in a cowardly manner us, 1974 

jump-a-dick noun a cricket cayman islands 198s 

jump back verb 1 to initiate a fight us raz t . 2 to relent, to ease off us 

jump ball noun in pool, a ball that leaves the surface of the table us, 

jump collar noun an arre: II not produce a 

conviction us, /SB 

jump CP noun a hastily created, very temporary command post us. 


jumper nouni 'his 

death, either from heights or iri front of a train us, 1964. 2 a small 
amount <Jf stimulating liqudr-pwoA im 

jumper church noun 

jumper lead; jumper wire noun a wire designed for starting a car 
engine while bypassing the key and ignition system uk razz 
jumpersnouni 1 1 1 h min rn 11 n impers flat’(a type of 
horse race) Australia, n.v. 2 sports shoes os, 1972 
jumper steak noun venison or rabbit meat CA/vAa/igiaaJi- 
jumpies noun sexual intercourse. An elaboration of jump uk 1984 
jump-in noun a timed beating used as an initiation into a youth 
gang us. 1987 

jump in verb , through a 

timed group beating us. 1990 

jumping adjective used as an nlensif ler in mild oaths us, im 
jumping jack noun 1 person; a 1 ker ball. Rhyming 

slang uk 1992 

jumping junky noun a paratrooper us, mi 
jump joint noun a tofsttoJ us, 1939 
jump juice noun anabolic stmitis U$ 1997 
jump Off verb 1 2 lo assault us, 1975 

jump-out squad noun i mi i > "I flficer in a cruising, 
unmarked police-vehicle, detailed to jump out of their car and 
apprehend drug-dealers us, 19m 
jumpover noun a shop robbery ireiMb, 199s 
jump-start verb 1 1 1 li 1 1 1 1 1 I Hie ember of one 

befrig finished is, raw 

jump-steady noun 1 d whisky us 1923. 2 a 

drink; of gin us, 1950 

jump street noun the Inception; the very beginning os, 1972 

jump-up nouni 

back of the vehicle; usua Iv used with 'the' uk mo. 2 a steep 
Section of road, as when going up an escarpment Australia m7 

jump-up artist; jump-up merchant; jump-up man noun a 

criminal who steals from the back of goods-vehicles UK 1951 
jump upon; jump on verb lo severely criticise or punish UK 1 scs 

jump wirenoun 1 11 df igr.1 rting car engine while 

bypassing ihe key and ignition system us razos 
junco noun heroin. A variation of junk (heroin) uk 2002 
Juneau sneakers noun slip-on njbber boots us m2 
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Junebug noun used as a nickname for a male named after his father 

US, 1970 

jungle noun i jwn, especially one where 

black people live us, wt. 2 an outdoor area favoured by homosex¬ 
uals for sexual encounters us, ms. 3 ihe female pubic hair; hence 
the vagina us, 200: 4 a tramp encampment us ms. 5 a prison's 
recreation yard us, 1 m 6 an extremely fast (130-160 beats per 
minute) form of popular dance music genre that developed nf 
Lorxtai in 1990 -91 UK, 1990 

jungle bunny noun 1 a black person. Highly offensive os, 1959. 2 an 
Asian person uk 1 m 

jungle-bunny outfit noim F il - 1 I 1 1 1 rmouflaged 

battledress. A casually and institutionally racist term used by Royal 
Air Force .Officer cadets m, mi 


junglee noun a \ II in h ical i, ur li 1 person Fiji. 1995 

jungle eater noun a Caterpillar D&E bulldozer modified for military 
land-cleefini wor|.t&c399i 

jungle fever noun I 1 I 11 1 |l rang ittraction towards 
black people. The prominent title of a Spike Lee Film (1991) us, 1990 

jungle fuck noun ex us, 1994 

jungle-happy adjective imbat in the 

jungle us, 1944 

Jungle Jim noun tim (a Roman 

Catholic) Uk somanp. ms 

Jungle Jim verb a 11 1 I. I 1 1 itemporaneous use 

with the television series Jungle Mm, 1955-56 uk 1956 
jungle job noun sex 0Ut<if#K US. 1966 

jungle juice noun 1 rlcol 1 li 1 2 any improvised 

alcoholic beverage us, 194 3 1 lie il alcoholic liquor brewed by 
.jpldiers in the tropics. Used by World War 2 military Australia. 1942. 
4 in prison, serious talk about serious situations us, 1990 
jungle light noun in the porn grapi indust 1 light used to 
Illuminate the genitals of the performers os, 1995 
jungle meat noun in homosexual usage, a biaefe.ifnih us, mi 
jungle mouth noun very .bad breath us) 

jungle pussy noun e black women 

objectified sexually us. im 

jungle rot noun any skin rash suffered in tropical and jungle environ- 


jungle rules noun a code of competition or combat In which all is 

jungle telegraph noun the informal and haphazard but effective 
communication by which rumour spreads us m 
jungle up verb in oil dfiliifrg, to sleep outside us, is# 
junglist noun a purveyor or follower of jungle music, a music genre 
of the 1990s favoured at raves uk 199 6 
junior noun in television and film-making, a 1000-watt or 2000-watt 

junior jumper noun a juvenile male h mm its a rape us 1992 
junior wolf noun a younger brother. Teen slang Canada, 1946 
junk noun 1 heroin n irphine nine 2 any illegal drug us 
1967. 3 a drug addicl Australia. 1975. 4 ihe genitals us 1997. s graffiti 
us, 1997. 6 in theatre usage, a monologue us mi 
junk vert to throw away, to discard, lo (real as rubbish uk 1916 
junk bonds noun in poker, a hand that appears attractive but is in 
fact .a ppdr hand us 19% 

junked; junked up adjective under the influence of heroin us mo 


junker noun 1 at 2 a heroin 

addict us 1922. 3 in competitive surfing, an extremely low score us, 

junk food noun I low nutritional 

content US 1971 

junkhawknoun heroin addicl h elite 1 ipletely controlled 
by the addiction us, 1972 
junkhead noun a addterus m3 
junk hog noun an opium addict us isas 
junkie nouni 1 drug addict, specificall 1 I I ted to heroin. A 
user of junk (drugs, opiates, heroin) us 1922. 2 by extension, a 
ipersiSn fiercely devoted to an activity us 1x2 
junkmobile noun a dilapidated car us mi 

junk mooch noun a heroin addict who trades information for heroin 

US 1972 

junk-on-the-bunk noun u lilitar inspecti 1 1 j soldier’s gear 
displayed on Iks bed us 197s 

junks noun exper e, i m name basket II trainers us rasz 
junk tank noun a jail cell reserved for drug addicts. A play on the 
earlier fnd-frtore : common drunk tank us 1966 
junkyard dog noun 1 a fefpcjous, territorial person us ms. 2 a 
junkyard operator with connections to organised crime us 2003 
junt noun i large marijuana 11 ette u.s, 1997 
jurassic adjective vdppd US 1997 

jury-nobbling noun 111 i< f corrupting, or other se tampering with, 
ajury or jury member. I rom Trobh e' (to corrupt a jury) us 2000 
jury tax noun the pen 1 > ill 1 1 incr ed sentence for an 

accused criminal who refuses a p ea bargain, takes his case to jury 
trial, and loses; us 1997 

jussusl; jussisi; jissus!; jisses! used for expressing anger, 
frustration, shock, surprise, etc. From ihe Afrikaans pronunciation 
Of 'Jesus', as an oath or exclamation sown Africa 1942 
just as I feared; just as noun a beardluStipillhi slang uk i960 
just for today advert 11 In I 1 programmes such 

as Alcoholics Anonymous to describe an addict's commitment to 
refraining from his addiction us. ms 

justin noun a hall-. 1 .tainer I ill I il >eer, just in case you 

run out new Zealand, ms 
just-in-caser noun a getaway driver uk 19X 
just kidding! used r humorou ickno Litig an error us. 2002 
just now advert any time soon, in a little while (at the appropriate 
time, eventually, or never, may he implied) Influenced by 
Afrikaans netnou. Universally usdd in South iSfnta.sdufHAFR.iCA, 1900 
just off the banana boat adjective gullible, used of an innocent 
abroad. An allusion to ihe cultura innocence of a newly arrived 
imm.igftft.uji) tom 

just one of those things to explain the 

inexplicable, the impossible or the inevitable. It was used by Cole 
Porter as-tfretifte for a jfojju&f song in 1935 S** 

just quietly advert 11 t bet eer 11 nd me tralia, 1938 
just the facts, m'am t the speaker 

confine their remarks to factua matters. A catchphrase from the 
1960s USi^twistohrsedes prag/ief us, mss 
jute noun a teasing mv&AlMID 1998 
juve noun a juvenile part or act. Theatrical uk »6 z 
juvie; juvey noun a juvenile detention hall where young offenders 
are housed or juvenile court where they are tried us, 196s 




Kk 


K noun i one thousand dollars; one thousand pounds. Also spelt 
'kay' us ms. 2 a kilometre uk ms. 3 a kilogram, especially of an 
illegal drug .us, 1974. 4 (he recre; tional drug ketamine Ketamine 
hycrochtorirde is an anaesthetic used recreationally for its 
hallucinogenic properties us ism . 5 leaves of catha edutis, a stimu¬ 
lant also called 'qat', originating in the Horn of Africa and the" 
Arabian peninsula, legally available in the UK and .similar to 
amphetamine in effect when chewed. Alsotapwri as 'khat' and 
'kat' uk. 1996 . 6 in a deck of cards, a king us. 1 >9 7 a knighthood 
Used by tiVil servants; suggestive of a casual familiarity with the 
honour uk mi. 8 oral sex on a woman performed according to the 
stfeures of the 'JCiWi Method' us. 2001 
K2nouni phencyclidine, the recreational drug known as PCP or 
angel dust us, ns. 2 a hybrid marijuana Named after the second 
'Mghssppfiiee on earth uk. 2003 
KA noun a known associate of a criminal US J9S6 
kaalgat adjective in me nude, naked I rom Afrikaans kaal (bare) and 
gat (hole; anus) south Africa, ms 
kabak noun marijuana uk 2003 

kabayo noun heroin. A phonetic approximation of Spanish caballo 
' Janrse); horse (heromyul rs*- 

ka-chingused as a representation of the sound of a sale entered on 
tltash register us, ms 

kack noun faeces newzeal 0 $>, im usee: cack 
kacks noun 1 trouser - iriation f ke ometimes spelt 'cacks'. 
Noted in teenage use and. Stilt Cfffiifit in 2003 UK. m3. 

2 underpants, knickers Sometimes spelt 'kaks' Ireland, mi. 

► relax the kacks take it easy Ireland. 2003 
kaff noun a marijuana cigarette u/Ojgj# 

kaffall noun the n of ecaf us. 1993 

kaffies noun trousers 

kaffirnouni a bl person, es; ill Mil -In an Offensive, 
contemptomis,’Often abusive; its use is actionable under South 
African law as a crimen injuria (a wilful injury to a person's dignity 
caused by, for instance, the use of obscene language or racial 
insults). Also applied in an adjectival sense Si iuthafrica, m 7. 2any 
person who does not accept Islam. From the HfMiifor 'infidel' 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 2003 
Kafflik noun a Catholic uk Scotland, ms 

kag; kaggage noun ent Royal Marine 

slang; combining 'baggage' and kackuk, im 
kahuna noun i r great t impor nt person i thing From a 
Hawaiian term f<?r 'priest, wise man'; in this sense often used 
'big' us, 1987. 2 in computing, an intelligent and wise practitioner 
us, mi. 3 a type of marijuana uk 2003 
kai noun food; also, drink. 'Kai' is the term for 'food' in many 
Polynesian languages, but in Australia borrowed either from New 
Zealand English, where it is taken from Maori, or from various 
Melanesian pidgins Australia, nri 

kaka hole noun 1 the anus t 2 by extension, 

a despicable person trinidad and tobabo. a »; 
kakalaylay noun 11 ng ith clear in ertones trinidadand 

TOBAGO, 1998 

kaka pipe noun \ntarctica, 2003 

kaks noun Khaki trousers rust im 
kalakit noun marijuana uk 2003 
kale noun moci ^0 im 


Kalgoorlie cooler noun 1 he iai ill I ri net for keeping 
foodstuffs cool by evaporation. After die West Australian mining 
town Kalgoorlie Australia, lx? 

kali; kali weed noun marijuana from mu 1 F 1 1 lfanans consider 
the smoking of 'kali' to lie a religious act 1 his spirituality is 
apparent in a number of Hindi words adopted into their lexicon. 
Conventionally, Kali is the Hindu goddess of time, mother and 
Creator j^afil things the personification of cosmic force Jamaica, m2 
kali mist noun a variety of marijuana UK 2002 
kali water noun 1 kaylied; kalied (drunk) uk mi 

kalsominer noun 1. person hi in mining e perience and skills 
he does not have. The word is derived from 'calcimine', a kind of 
whitewash Canada, m 4 

kamikaze noun a fall from a surfboard while standing near the nose 
of the board Australia. 1963 

kamp adjective a homosexual male. Rare pelling ai lant of camp, 
based on the incorrect folk etymology that it is a C19 acronym for 
as male prostitute' Australia, 1974 
kanga noun 1 2 money, 

rom rhyming slang 'kanga(roo)' (or screw Australia, 1953 

kangaroo noun 1 1 Jewisi 1 1 hi. I 11 sometimes 

corrupted to Tanked or 'canker' uk 194 . 2 crack cocaine us, 1994. 

3 a tractor adapted for apple? j 1 I in 4 a piison warder. 

Prisoners' rhyming slang for screw (ajteton warder), often reduced 
to 'kanga.' UK 19% 

kangaroo verb 1 01 let, by squatting 

on the seat Australia, 1942 

kangaroo court noun nt without 

attention t& due process us, 1853 

kangarooer noun 1 hun 1 in 1 ia is i 

kangaroo-hop verb 1 because the 

clutch Is not released smoothly, an engine problem or the like 

AUSTRALIA, 1943 

kangaroos noun ► have kangaroos loose in the top paddock 

to be slightly crazy Australia, race 

Kangaroo's Arse noun I nam 1 iplied to poor qual¬ 

ity or cheap Australian wine uk 2002 
Kangaroo Valley nickname Earls Court, London. A favourite haunt of 
Australian tourists Australia, 1965 

kangkalang; kangkatang noun 1 irguing \iidad and tobago, 


Kansas City roll noun a single lar 1 nination note wrapped 
around small-denomination notes, giving the impression of a great 
deal of money us, i$m 

Kansas grass noun marijuana originating in Kansas us, 2003 
Kansas yummy noun an ittractive >man i< 1 not easily 
seduced. A term that need not, and usually does not, apply to a 
woman actually from Kansas us 19ss 
Kantwork noun a Kenworth truck. Said with irony of an extremely 
reliable and respected truck us, 1976 
kanya noun 

kappa slapper noun a gal mender of a sub-cultural urban 
adolescent grouping that dresses in Kappa™ clothing. Certainly in 
Cheshire, possibly more widespread. Formed from thefeppa 
brand name and slapper (a sexually ptet &l p Hifrts woman) uk 20m 
kaput; caput odjective I u| u I 1 I From the German 
US. 1919 
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378 


karachi noun a mixti e I ier n phenol irbital ind the recreational 
drug rriethaqualone, best known as Quaaludes™; heroin. Named 
after Karachi in Pakistan, thgtsource of much heroin ok ot 
kareem noun a ca hil< ppearing b u iboration of'car'this 
is f&pning slang, based on the name of legendary basketball 
player Kareem AbduFJabbar (b. 1947) UK jae 
Karen Carpenter Airlines nickname Quebecair, a charter airline 
with service from Canada to Europe which, allegedly, rarely had 
food on board. Karen Carpenter, of the music fam%, died at age 
32 in 1983 of acute anorexia nervosa Canada, 2002 
karma noun fate, I u iestin -bn I II 1 ncept adopted by 
hippies, vaguely understood, simplified and debased in all-purpose 
usage. 'Good karma' is recognition or portent of good luck, wfiife- 
daacf'karma' generally ascribes bfeijSiys we? 
karzy noun a lavatory; also used in a figurative sense. From the 
illSIian cast! (a house) which is also its original use. Many slang 
words have alternate spellings but users of the karzy have more 
Choices than most) 'khazi'; 'kharzi'; 'kbarzie'; 'kazi';' karsi';' carsey'; 
'carsie'; 'carzie'; 'cawsey'; 'caws/. The variations spelt with a 
'k'date frbnri the rt#C2Q, BrendaPiehah.Borato/.eoy, 1958, uses 
'cawsy' f|i| .©sf 

kashittery noun in descent) a verbal 

fUSS CANADA, r 999 

Kashmir noun \ 11 nt and 1 in 1 lish originating in 
Kashmir, northern Indj^S^ ism 
kate verb to act as gfjfip us, wzs 

kate; Kate noun 1 an attractive prostitute us, 194 9. 2 used as a term 
of address ar ►the kate the 

army. Shortened form of ote«aM%ming slang 'Kate Carney’ (or 
Karney), for 'army'; Kate Carney was a popular musifjjp 
entertainer in thalTOglitw, 

Kate and Sidney noun ,1-il ind i< 1 leciall in a steak and 
kidney pudding oi pit.- Rhyming slang that . ppears to be a 
Spoonerism until you look again uk, im 
Kate Bush noun r Kate Bush 

(b.1958), disguising kb (kind bud) and gently punning on bush uk, 

Kate Moss verb masturt 1 ... lang for toss, formed from 

-#S3name ; ot<th#J^teh:;finOdel (b.l974)m. 2003 
Kathleen Mavourneen noun 1 a habitual criminal Australia, 1917. 

2 ari indefinite jail sentence Australia, 1910 
Kathleen Mavourneen adjective I in 1 1 indefinite time. 

From the refrain of a popular song 'It may be for years, if may Bp. 
forever’ Australia. 1903 
katydid noun any Kenworth truck gj'te 
kaya noun marijuana; ,1 marijuana cigarette iamaica, 197s 
Kaybecker noun a French j 1 1 nadian An intentional 
'Quebec' corruption us, 1975 

kayfabe noun the protection of the inside secrets of professional 

wngteg-ps 1993 

kaylied; kalied adjective drunk uk 197s 
kayrop noun pork. Back slang uk, 1992 

kazh; kasj; cazh adjective pleasarit in a casual sort of way. A word 
deeply rooted in the Valley Girl ethic us, mi 

KB noun 1 a l KNOCKBACK UK, 1996 . 2 high 

marijuana us. 1997 

KB verb to refuse; to reject. Abbreviated and adapted from knock 
BACK (tQ. reject) UK 1998 

k-bar noun 

K-boy noun in 1 I I playin ird 11 ing 943 

KC; Kay Cee nickname Kansas City, MisspOfijc® ms 
K capsule noun le recreational 

drug ketamine and MDMA, the recreation; I drug best known as 
ecstasy. From k (ketamine) uk 2002 
keb noun a French-speak ng C; nadian Canada, 2002 


kebab noun the vagina uk 2001 

kecks; kegs noun 11 -1 - 1 n 1- iriation of obsolete'kicks' 

(trousers), now well kitown A so spe 1 as 'keks' and 'kexf In 
Glasgow, the meaning is specialised to 'men's, underpants' uk 1900 
ked noun in India, used generic,iliv foi a gym shoe or a canvas shoe. 
■ ffjfrhfa branded range of shoes india, 1979 
kee noun a kilogram (especia ly of drugs) Alternative spelling for key 

keebler noun a white person us. 1992 

keech noun 1 

include keegtr and 'keek' uk. Scotland , ms. 2 a contemptible 
person Extends from ^previous sense uk Scotland isss 
keech verb to defecate uk- Scotland, rass 
keechy adjective keech (excrement, 

faeces) uk Scotland, ms 
keek re/* to peek. Dialect ukssmand, 1911 
keel over vert to collapse f rom the conventional sense (to capsize) 


keen adjective ate 1960s 

used almost exclusively with irony, especially when intensified 

'peachy* us, n ® 

keener noun 1 1 phant 2 1 I I j upil who is 

enthusiastic about school work conventional 'keen' (eager). 
Shortened to 'keeno' uk im 
keen on adjective enthusiastic about uk im 

keep verb ■ ► keep Bachelor's 

Hall (of a man) t 1 - 1 1 mj nil It 1 use in the US 

as well as Can id 1 ► keep dog 10 act as lookout uk 

1995. ► keep him honest n poker, lo call a player who is 
suspected of bluffing ns; cm. ► keep it dark to say nothing 
about something, to keep a secret. Used mainly as an imperative 
UK 1857. ► keep nix ► keep on 

keeping on lo persevere in the face of a I discouragement or 
misfortune u.s; ► keep something under your hat to 
maintain secrecy about something; especia ly used as an impera¬ 
tive for discretion uk j ,. ► keep tabs on someone; keep a 
tab on someone 1 1 it I 1 1 te someone's 

movemeots or activity, to follow and record. The original use was 
of simple accounting 'to keep a (financial) table on' us, mm. 

► keep the peek to serve as a lookout during a criminal act us, 

1976. ► keep your cool 1 mi.. elf x ession us, 1975 

► keep your head down 1 ta ut f trouble Military origins 

uk 1996. ► keep your mouth off something to stop talking 
about trinidad and tobago, 1971. ► keep your nose clean to stay 
out of trouble ► keep yow to act as 

lookout while an 1 legal activity takes place Australia, 1942 

keeper noun 1 ring us, raw. 2 any 

weapon or instrument that can be used as ,1. weapon us, 1992. (an 
arrest that results in criminal charges being fled US, rasz. 4 in 
common-law, a spouse trinidad and tobago, mm. 5 the person 
lowing a two-up gambling game. Shortening of ring-keeper 

AUSTRALIA, 1941 

keep in verb used in a range of expressions to suggest that someone 
has a satisfactory supply of income, for example 'enough cash to 
keep him.In petrol' Australia bx 
keep it real! stay honest!, tell the difficult truth! us, 1997 
keep-miss noun I nistr udos, 1965 

keep on trucking! persevere!; continue us, 1972 
keeps noun ► for keeps permanently us, mi 
keep the greasy side down and the shiny side up used as an 
admonition to drive safely Popul; rised during the citizens' band 
radio craze er the later 1970s us, »zs 


keep up your front to make your game! don't give up! us, 1968 
keep your hair on! 1984 

keep your shirt on! calm down!, relax!, compose yourself! uk ms4 
keg noun 1 a barrel of beer Australia, mm 2 beer new Zealand, 1998. 

3 25,000 capsules ol an illega drug such as amphetamine, or 










379 


kegger | Kevin Costner; kevin 


more generally, a iftirn containing a very large amount of'tfe or 
similar drugs us i v 4 in television and film-making, a 750-watt 
■sp^light that resembles a beer keg us, tm 
kegger noun ,i part th a generou upp fbeer From keg (a 

beer barrel) us. i96e 
kegging adjective good, ftipt-ys, I99J 

keg-legs noun gener i rsized thigl t Ive Anecdotal 
evidence of 1960s UK usage, often as an unkind name shouted at 
girls with f ftt‘ thighs us, 1999 
kegler noun a bowler. From the German us i9<s 
keg-on-legs noun a prodigious drinker of beer Australia, me 
keg party noun i par r hich t keg if ieer i upplied for the 

guests AUSTRALIA, 1950 

keister; keester; keyster noun i the bullocks From the German 

us. mi. 2 a travelling bag or satchel us mi. 3 a safe us 1913. 4 a jail 

keister bandit noun i homosexual who takes the 

active role in anal sex us, 193) 

keister stash noun 1 ntaine 1 ntraband hidden in the rectum 


keister stash verb ud itra ind) in u rectum us is/ 

Keith Moon noun loon formed 

frcfrathe name and nickname of rack musician ‘Moon the toon', 
1946-78 UK im 

keki noun the vagina. I ram the Hindi trinidad and tobago, 2003 
kelly noun 1 the Rhyming slang, 

abbreviated from derby kelly uk cm. 2 a hat us, ms 
kelly bow noun 111 11 Glasg rhyming slang, perhaps from the 
name of a gang in the Govan area of Glasgow uk. Scotland, ms 
kelper nickname a native of the Falkland 
(MALVINAS). 1900 

kelsey hair noun straight hair us, me 
kelt; keltch noun awhile person us. 1912 

Kembla Grange; Kembla noun ma changt R tyming slang, after 
a racecourse just south of Sydney Australia. 1955 
kemp noun a customised earwigs 

Ken Dodd noun formed 

from the name of the newish comedian (b.1929) wht? fell fptirJ of 
the taxman in 1989 uk 1992 

Ken Dodds; kenny's noun the 1 h es Rhyming slang for cods 
iormed I com. the r.riit 0 ' fil ilitl 1 cor nod'an <tr Freed (h 1929);» 

kenna; kenner noun 1 (a house). English 

gypsy use UK jSfe 

kennec noun a non-gypsy or travel er English gypsy use uk 2000 

kennel noun 1 a house us tut. 2 a prison cell uk me 

kenner noun a hool pupil who i 1 iastic at uf school work. 

from conventional ‘keen’ (eager), Shortened to 'keeno' uk ism 
Kennie noun any Kenworth truck us, 1971 

Kennington Lane noun pain, a pain Rhyming slang, formed from a 
Street name in South london uk mi 
Kenny Whopper noun in trucking, a Kenworth truck us, me 
Kenosha Cadillac noun any car manufactured by American Motors. 
WmgSearr Motors hafcl its mam fectory in Kenosha, Wisconsin us, 


Kentish Town noun 1 lallpenny 1 jenny -h ming slang for 
ytfestie. from the copper colour of the coin uk mi 
Kentucky blue noun narijuana 1 n in I n I the Bluegrass 
State’. A play on grass (marijuana) us. 19m 
Kentucky chrome noun trim on a truck painted with aluminium us. 


Kentucky right turn noun a move to the left before making a 
righthand turn while driving us 1999 


Kentucky waterfall noun 1 hair 1 le in hi 1 he hair is worn short 
at the front and long at the back. Best known as a mullet us 2001 
Kentucky windage noun the adjustment of the aim of a rifle based 
on intuition us, 1945 

Kepler Wessels noun tpjteti ism 
keptie noun a kept man suppor II 1 rich benefactor us, 1950 
keptive noun rlhful ua 1 1 11 - 1 male h 

supported by an older homosexual us. 1987 
kept man noun a procurer of prostitutes; a man who makes his 
living offthe earnings of prositutes us m/ 
kerb crawling noun soliciting for prostitution from a vehicle 
AUSTRALIA, 1989 
kerb-crawling adjective 
AUSTRALIA, 1972 

kerchief code noun 1 eslgnation fa I m exual man's sexual 
preferences, signalled by the colour pfthe hand kerchief and the 
pocket in which it is worn. For example, a black handkerchief 
worn on the left signifies that the wearer is into 'Heavy S&M, Top', 
while oft the right it means 'Heavy S&M, E}otJ»ij>'u5 ms 
kerching! 1 Echoic of a 

cash till. Popularised by BBC television children's programme 
Kerching!, the story of a 14-year-old entrepreneur uk 2002 
kerdoingl; kerdoinkl; gerdoying! used as a representation of a 
moment of violent impact; crash!; wallop! Echoic Originally 
recorded in Royal Air Force use uk 1945 
kerist noun used for 'Christ' Australia. 1971 
Kermit the Frog noun bog formed 

from the name of a television puppet character in The Muppet 
Show, from 1976 uk 1992 
kernel noun a 1 955 

kero noun kerosene AjSM&HiXtr 
kerosene cowboy noun 

kerplop noun used for imitating the sound of something being 
droppefji0jj969 

kerry-fisted adjective said of a left-handed person Canada. 1992 
Kerry Packered adjective tired, exhausted. Rhyming slang for 
knackered formed on the name of Australian media tycoon Kerry 
Packer (b 1937} ok JOT 

Kerry Packers; kerry'snoun the te 1 e I mingslangfor 
knackers, formed on the name of Austra ian media tycoon Kerry 
Packer (b.1937) UK m 

ket noun 1 the i- i- iii 1 li i I mine \, 1991 2 a kettle 

NmZmiAND, 1998 

ketaine adjective 1 1 li I r'be n 1 1 mething in bad 

taste. This term, from Quebec- French, is used by both 
anglophones and francophones Canada, 1997 
Ketama; Ketama crumble noun varieties S>f hashish fromrfje; 

Ketama region of Morocco uk 2003 
kettle noun 1 a fol 11 1 Mil ill rhyming slang, 

‘kettle on the hob' for 'fob'; a red kettle is a gold watch, a whife.br 
tin kettle Is silver 1 ik, 1889. 2 a steam ocomotive rrom the image 
of steam rising 1 is 1 m. 3 a boiler of a steam engine us. 1828. 4 in 
electric,'ImS-'Work, an overhead transformer us, 1980 
kettled adjective drug-intoxicated uk 1992 
kettle on the hob; kettle noun Bob (the diminutive form of 
Robert). Rhyming slang, originally for 'bob' (a shilling); recorded in 
use between 1946-52 uk mi 

Kevin; Kev noun be a vulgar or 

threatening presence, This derogatory usage by Kevin's upper- and 
middle-class contemporaries derives from the commonness of the 
-ftime. Originally restricted to Cornwall and Lopd^riUK 1998 
Kevin Costner; kevin noun n i> I Mil date his female 
friend(s). Teen slang, after the 1992 film I he Bodyguard which 
starred US actor Kevi n Costner {b 1955} south Africa gm 







kewl | kick back 


keyhole verb (used of a bullet) tc 
keyholingnoun eavesdropping. F 


key picker noun thi ho operates in hotel tealing keys left at 
the front desk for safekeeping by guests before ihey are retrieved 
by a tfistST^qfk us 1954 


kibosh; kybosh verb to put an end to uk im 

kick nouni pleasure, fun us. ms. 2 a fad, a temporary preference or 
interest us. 1946. 3 the sudden onset of the effects of a drug us, 19c 
4atrouser pocket us, tm. 5 (of pre-decimalisation currency) 
s xpeode, 6'.:. Rhyming slang that would be more convincing if th 
'kick' was plural; usually as 'and a kick’ in denominations suefcig 
'two and a kick’ (two shi lings and sixpence) uk raw. 6 money us 
1947. 7a bribe us ms. 8anything that is shared with another us 
1995. 9 the start 1 ► hit the kick to 


keys to St E's noun | ug known as 

PCP or angel dust. A phencyclidine user in Washington might well 
%iS;fiimsetfat St Elizabeth's hospital ftsrf^jtaeft us, ras4 


khaki down verb to dn 

i'tciutiing khaki trous 

khaki wacky adjective ; 


methodical and determined fasl 1 ► kick brass to 

complain strongly trinidadand tobago, ms. ► kick for the other 
team to be homosexual Australia, ns/. ► kick it; kick to idle, to 

relax us ms. ► kick mud - ► kick 

out the jams to remove all obstacle 1 I 1 1 1 freedom us 19a?. 
► kick sawdust pr join a 

show us. mi. ► kick someone's teeth so far down their 
throat ► kick something 

into the long grass ► kick 

something into touch fo finish an activity, to stop doing 
something or stop something happening. A sporting allusion us 
► kick ten bells out of; kick ten bells of shit out of to 
physically beat someone very severely A variation of knock seven 
bells out of us 1996. ► kick the bucket to die us mss. ► kick 
the gong to fool around us, ms. ► kick the tin to contribute 
money Australia, r%s. ► kick to the curb to break off a relation¬ 
ship us, 1991. ► kick up bobsy-die lo mate a fuss new Zealand, 
i960. ► kick upstairs to promote to a higher-sounding but less- 
► kick with the left foot lo be a 
Catholic us 19,94. ► kick your own arse to berate yourself A 
Glasgow variation of the more fami iai 'kick yourself us-S cotland, 

rests. ► kick yourself ..irself p i ill, to berate 

yburself us 2003 

kick adjective 1 excellentis; 1972. 2 out of style us, ass 

kick about verb td:-ijf-around Australia. 1933 


Khyber-diver noun a homosexual maleaus 
Khyber Pass; Khyber noun the buttocks, t 


kick back 
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kickdown | kiki 


kickdown noun i m ije i nmodity that has been donated us, 
1997. 2 the automatic shift into the next owe- gear that occurs 
with an automata transmission when applying full throttle 
kick down verb to give, to provide us. 1992 

kickdown gear noun in a car, a gear designed for sudden bursts of 
acceleration us, ms 

kickernoun i in i n reseer m[ iti n - 2111 poker, an 

unmatched card held in the hand while drawing us m3. 3 in the 
illegal production of alcohol, any nitrate added to the ftrashus, 

1974. 4 a small, yeast-rich amount of an alcoholic beverage used to 
•start; the fermentation process in a homSmade atehol-making 
venture us, m2. 5 in le evision aiid film-making, a small light used 
to outline objects in the foreground us 1990. 6 in dominoes, the 
6-1 piece or any piece with a 5 us 1959. 7 a member of a civilian 
air crew dropping supplies by parachute to-troops in remote areas. 
The handlers literally kicked the supply crates with parachutes out 
of the plane doors us, 1990. 8 a membei of the Mountjoy prison 
riot squad Ireland. 1 ■, 9 on the rai ways, a jammed air brake valve 
us. ms. 10 a linear amplifier for a citizens’ band radio us, 1976 
kick in verb lo contribute, lo share an expense us, 1906 
kicking; kickin' adjective 

kick in the ass; kick in the pants noun in horse racing, akhtifStt 
heavily favoured to win a race us, 1951 

kick in the balls; kick in the arse; kick in the ass; kick in the 
pants; kick in the head noun 1 ra Jisapp intment; a serious 
setback uk m 

kick-off noun i i i ii i reginning the time mething begins. A 
figurative use of a sporting actua ity uk. isle. 2 a rough-house fight 

kick off verb 1 2 to sleep off the 

effects of an illegal drug us. mi. 3 lo die us, nos. 4 to make a fuss, 
to rais^fai&bjeclJtMixyk am 

kick on verb 1 2 eep on; to 

persevere, to continue, especially against adversity Australia, 1949 
kick out verb i the surfboard 

while raising [he lead foot and then to pivot Hie board to end a 
ride us. m2. 2 to leave a gang uk m 6 
kickout hole noun in pinball, a hole in the playfield that registers a 
scprevand then .ejects the ball back irjtp.'play us. 
kick pad noun a drug rehabiliation facility us, 1973 
kick pots verb to work mess helMuty®; ®j 
kick rocks! ga away! us. 20m 
kicks noun shoes us; task 

kicks race noun the fun of 

Competing end winningo&aass 

kick-start verb to give a good star 1 to something; to get something 
working well Australia, m2 

kick stick noun in of kick (an 

intoxicating .effect) and stick (a cigarette) us 
kick up verb 1 to r mplain 1 1 1 I 1 resp nd unfavourably and 
therefore cause problems or trouble, Usually in phrages-such .as 
'kick up a row', 'kick up a fuss', 'kick up trouble', etc uk 1739. 2 (of 
a jockey) to urge a horse on to a hurst of speed Australia, 19a 
kicky adjective amusing, entertaining ly 1942 
kid noun 1 a child uk, iois. 2 used as a form of address, usually 
affectionate uk m - 3 the passive member of a male homosexual 
relationship, especially in prison us on . 4 a (young) follower of a 
stated music style A UK rock band ca ed the Heavy Metal Kids 
was formed in 1973 uk 2003. ► our kid (he eldest boy in [he 
family A colloquial term from the nd^T0f England uk i984 
kid verb to'fopi. to pretend uk mi 

Kid Creole noun on npl nent I nefi the I )l offices from 
which unemployment benefit is managed. Rhyming slang for the 

kidder nouni 2 1 1 affectionate 

form of address to a friend'drchild. An elaboration of kid uk m2 


kiddie noun the boss. A variation of the man, 'kiddy' (late C18) is a 
mainly obsolete tefnrfor 'man', sutvtpag here and as 'Kid' when 
..-applied to a boxer uk 2000 

kiddie can; kiddie car noun a sc|pj bus us. rsza 
kiddie fiddler noun a paedophile US'S®®- 

kiddie stroll noun a street in Vancouver where under-age prostitutes 
wotkoMDA.jcm 

kiddiwink; kiddywink; kiddiewinkie noun a child An elaboration 
of kid; also recorded as 'kiddywinkle, 'kiddywinky' and Tiddlywink' 

kiddles noun a young woman us, 1947 

kiddo nouni used as a term of address, often affectionately os, 190s. 

2 a youngster, a teenager. An elaboratioi 1 of kid us, 1942 
kiddy; kiddie noun a srfrffl child m isss 
kiddyana noun intiquet the nventional suff ina 
combined with kiddy (a child) uk 21113 
kiddy cop noun a police officer assigned to juvenile crime os 1975 
kiddy kingdom noun bliss Barbados, 196s 
kiddy porn noun child pornography uSaTW 
kid fruit noun 1 male horn 11 1 1 I 1 1 rhfication from 

performing oral sex on young pr boys us, mi 
kid gloves noun ► with kid gloves delicately, gently, 
circumspectly, in such a manner so as to avoid upset os, im 
kid in the khaki shirt noun in hcsfse racing, an imaginary jdCMy' 
who wins-races on horses nSfc£tigjfted to win Australia. 1989 
kidney noun th and tobaco, 

kidney-buster noun a truck, especially a military truck, that rides 
-rough Iy%-.isss 

kidney punch; kidney noun a lunch. Rhyming slang-.u/c igeo 
kidney-wiper; kidney-scraper noun the penis. A ribald celebration 

of a penis of heroic dimensions us, isss 
kidology; kiddology noun a notional science of teasing or 
deceiving; ,1 notiona science o' dealing with children uk raw 
kidsnoun 1 ip f homosexual mer 11 end os 1972 
Kids noun ► The Kids A/' 1 1 il 11 television daytime 

drama us, m7 

kid show noun a circus or carnival side show us, nso 


kid-simple noun a male homosexual who is obsessively attracted to 
young men and boys us, m2 

kidstake noun i I I- -I ming ing rom kidstakes (a pretence) uk 


kidstakes noun nldish behavioi 1 hildish pretence or 

fetdtag around: joking. From kid (to trick) and 'stakes' (games, 
competitive undertaking). This unusual sense for the word 'stakes' 
is also found in the obsolete Australian World War 1 slang term 
'bluff-stakes' {atteteWul attempt to coerce someone by bluffing); 
Australia 3sv ' 

kid-stuff; kid's stuff; kids' stuff noun any activity characteristic of 
or suitable for, children; hence, something easy io do us, 1929 
kielbasa noun the penis. I rom kielbasa (a red-skinned Polish 
sau 5 cig#«£ 1978 

kife verb in circus and carnival usage, to swindle US, 1931 
kiff noun a marijuana cigaratte ukMc@- 

kiff-kiff noun a modest, suppressed laugh trinidad and tobago, 2003 
kike noun a Jewish person. Not much room for anything but hate 
with this word. It is believed that the term originated at the Ejgp-: 
Is-larirt immigration facility in New York harbour, where Jewish 
immigrants who could not write were instructed to make a circle, 
kikel in Yiddish us 1904 
kike; kike it verb to walk us 1979 
kike killer noun a cla|;pr i b)tjdgeon us 1932 
kiki noun a hoi 11 ual ma - I 11 hort-li ed insider term; 
'dpS^tnes-spelt 'kai-kai'-uscsss: 
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kiki adjective i ortable with 

playing both roles in sex us. mi. 2 bisexual US. 1970 
Kilburn priory; Kilburn noun a diary, especially a'pqiice diary. 
KtKBftig slang uk, 1992 

kill noun 1 in 1 ither team's 

jammer (a skaler who is eligib e to score) us, 1999. 2 semen us. 1998. 

► the kill the momen hen a 1 1 nfirmed. A hunting 
image with the salesperson as the huwer'and ftr^ustorner as 
prey; a variation of the Sense To win’ uk 1999 
kill verb 1 to cause someone to laugh uproariously uk. me. 2 to cause 
pain to someone ui c isoo. 3 to excite, to pease, to thrill us. im. 4to 
excel us. 1900. 5 to cover with graffiti us, 1997. 6 in the sport of 
clayshooting, to hit the target accurately ok raw. 7 in handball, 
racquetball and squash, to hit the ball so low on the front wall that: 
It cannot be returned us, 1970. 8 in pool, to strike ihe cue ball such 
that it stops immediately upon hitting the object ball us. im. 9 in 
vollgyjsall, to hit the ball downward with great force from: the top 
ofa jump us. 19 10ml 1 li mi I re that a formerly 
wild point is no longer wild us 19 • 11 to finish consuming 
something us, /99s. ► kill big six to play dominoes us, 1990. ► kill 
brain cells to get drunk us. 198,3. ► kill the change keep the 
change uk 2000. ► kill the clock in a game governed by time, to 
delay the gai ► kill the 

sin to relieve all th< blame 0 n ething Bahamas, 1982. ► would 
kill a brown dog I I il 11 nd) dreadful, disgusting, 

inattbtextUSIMt/A 1966 

kill adjective excellent us, nm 

Killarney carrot noun 1 1 ge n 1 11 1 in 1 cigarette. A regional vari- 
'g&m cf the Camberwell carrot Ireland, 2000 
kill button noun the switch button under a motorcyle hand grip 

that'turns the engine offers im 

Kill City noun r'brand iriel heroin uk 2002 
killed end noun of play) that has to be 

replayed wheni.the jack is dnfstj out of bdun&(#r tttfd 
kill 'em and count 'em used as a creed by US troops in Vietnam, 
referring to the importance attached to body counts of enemy 
dead us. raw 


kill rag noun a cloth used by a male to clean up after masturbating 

kills noun in the language surrounding the Grateful Dead, the very 
best.africe'ft tapes. Always with 'the' is im 
kill switch noun in a racing car, a switch that deactivates the car's 
electric system, used In an emergency us. 1993 
kill team; killer team noun .1 small unit of highly trained scouts 
sent on a mission to kill enemy us, raw 
kill-time joint noun in circus and carnival usage, a cocktail lounge 
/S'bafl'S mi 

kilo man noun 1 dru I 1 1 h ieals at the wholesale level, 
buying atwseJtfag kilograms us. m2 

kilos noun 

kilter noun marijuana, a marijuana cigarette us, mm 
kiltie kiltie cauld bum a child h ch ini dm ed it any male 
wearing a kilt. An elaborations#'kilt', repeated, then 'cold' (spelt 
jjfoaftefibally in a Glasgow accent) and bum (the buttocks) uk 
scanmp. im 

Kimberley adjective denigrate by 

association something as bettei than it is From Kimberley, 
Western Australia; in such uses as 'Kimberley- mutton' (goat meat) 
afid 'Kimberley oyster 1 (a meat fritter) Australia,, im. 
kimchi noun trouble 'Kimchi' is used as a euphemism for shit, with 
the comparison between excrement and the Korean dish made 
with salted and: fermented cabbage not particularly favourable to 
the dish tk m 

'kin; 'king a<#ect/Ve used 1 1 ntensifier A hi ten mg of fucking 

'kin' arse'oles used a in exclamation of irprise mgei 
amazement Lazily or deliberately abbreviated from fucking 

ARSEHOLES! UK 1984 

kind noun marijuana | iall high qualit marijuana. As is the 
case with many drug slang terms, 'kind' is a bit amorphous, at 
times referring to a marijuana-cigarette, attimes to the smoker, at 
times to the drug itself us, mr 


killer noun i an extr i li i impl fsom hing uk i83s. 2 a 

.marijuana cigarette us, 1943. 3 paramethoxyamphetamine, PMAu/c 
2004. 4 an animal ready to be killed for meat Australia, 1897. s hair 
pomade us, ms 

Killer nickname Jerry Lee Lewis, an early US rocker (b.1935) us, m2 
killer adjective 1 very good us, mi. 2 extremely difficult US, m2 

killer B’s nickname .. team, a group of skilled, spirited 

second stringers us, t hi 

killer-diller noun 1 markab ittracti >r u - ful thing; a wildly 

gOOd t§* 1938 

killer green bud noun a potent strati of marijuana us mm, 
killer Kane noun outing and 

assassination specialist in the tiS armed forces us, mi 
killer rim noun a gold-plated or chrome-plated spoked car wheel us, 

killer stick noun a marijuana cigarette us im 
killer weed noun 1 marijuana us, urn. 2 phencyclidine mixed with 
marijuana or another substance in a cigarette us 1973 
killer whiffer! used for acknowledging an especially bad-smelling 
flirt Flawaiian youth msgkPS. rm 
kill fee noun a fee paid when a creative project is cancelled US, m2 
kill-fire noun an aggregation of Claymore land mines us me 
kill game! used as warning 10 end a conversation us. 2000 
killicknoun a leading hand Australia, we0 
killing noun a great.frffancMsuccess os, im 
killing adjective extremely funny 1 torn the notion encompassed in 
the phrase 'to die laughing' uk 1874 
killing box noun 1 strategi in 1 1 1 in hi bn is relatively easy to 
kill a group of enemy soldiers us rass 


kinda ud/ect/Ve approximately, sort of A ubiquitously contracted 'kind 


kinda sorta adjective alrf$sf,US, ms 

kind bud noun t' tent marijuana. A mbination I kind (marijuana) 
and bud (martfuana) that suggests twice the ncwrial potency uk 

kinder nouni 2 specially In New 

South Wales) kindergar 3 a child 

in kindergarten Australia, rass 

kindergarten noun a reformatory for juvenile offenders us 1949 
kinderwhore noun gests both 

youthful innocence and sexual abandon us raw 
Kindest Cut noun a vasectomy Canada, 2002 
Kindly Call Me God noun a KCMG (Knjght Commander of the 
Order of St Michael and St George) A pun elaborated on the 
initials; used by civil servants demonstrating a jocular familiarity 
with the tenour UK, mi 
kindy; kindie noun I 

kineahora! God forbid! From the German (not one) and Flebrew 

(evil eye) us, wes 

kinell!; 'kin' 'ell!; kinnel! used > .1 register of shock or 
amazement A contraction of fucking hell! uk im 
king noun 1 an aggressive, 'mannish' lesbian us, raw. 2 a male leader 
of a group of Australian Aboriginals Australia mo. 3 a skilled 
person (at a specified thing); an adept Australia, 1919. a in Keno, 
any single number that a player circles to bet on us. 1972. san 
outstanding piece ol graffiti art us, 1997. 6 cocaine uk 2002 
king adjective great; excel lent Australia, raw 

king and queen; king noun a bean, a baked bean. Rhyming slang, 
usually in the plural uk 1992 
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king brown | kiss 


king brown noun lecial in e err Au ral ) ) 750 ml bottle of 
beer. Named after a large venomous Australian snake; such beer 
bottles ,afetypica%-qf brown glass AUstfiAiMxm. 
king bud noun marijuana uk 2003 

king crab noun in hold 'em poker, a king and a three as the first two 
cards dealt to a particular player In the game of craps, a three is 
sotTigtiriijgf referred to as a 'crab' us, mi 
King Dick noun a tj$j& Rhyming sfaftg uk, mi 
King Dickie; King Dicky noun a bricklayer. Rhyming slang for 
'brickie' uk. mi 

kingdom-come noun 1 il point in the far- 

distant future uk ms. 2 the buttocks Rhyming slang for bum uk 

King Farouk noun boo - .. slang, fo ned from the name 

of the Egyptian kfrtjk 1920-65 uk 1998 
kingfish noun rut influenced 

by the adoption as a nickname foi ihe governor of Louisiana, 

Huey 7 Long 0 ( 093 - 1935 ) us. me 
king george noun 1 imbler I 1 lerously us 1979 
King Hassan noun 1 1 - f hashish from Mor cco Named to 

honour the Moroccan King who gave official permission for the 
CUItivatiorii of a marijuana crop uk 2003 
king-hit noun 1 | erful pi ich; a punci ill that diops a 
person; the winning blow in a fight; now, a cowardly and unfair 
pUntfegiven. to someone unawares or from behind Australia* ©s* 
king-hit verb h lei if > ful pun 1 1 < < neone, especially 
from behind or when they are unawares \ustralia, 1949 
king-hit merchant noun \ pe 1 wh ng-hi thers; a cowardly 

thug AUSTRALIA, 1944 

kingie noun a kingfisb Australia. 1936 

king james version noun ihe most authoritative and best in its 
Class SINGAPORE, » 2 - 

King Kongnoun 1 lea rnd [ tent rl nhol usually Illegally 
manufactured us, 1940. 2 the penis A pet name (rom the legendary 
(fictional) beast uk 2001. 3 in motor racing, a Dodge or Plymouth 
with a cylinder head with hemispherical combustion chambers, 
built for stock car racing us ms. 4 a powerful drug addiction us. 

King Kong pill noun any barbiturate or central nervous system 
depressant us, m7 

King Lear noun the name of a 

Shakespeare characler uk ns?. ► on the King Lear on the 
scrounge Rhyming slang king lear. for 'the ear 1 , exterided into a 
variation of on the earhole uk 1992 

King Lear adjective .. il. Rhyming 11 ig for queer, uk, 19m 

King Muhammed noun 1 variet f hashish from Morocco uk 2003 

king of the hill noun 1 1 n[ rtant nan ..ted circumstance. 

From the adult cartoon series Kins of the Hill, 1997 us 1977 
king of the ring noun a leading bookmaker AtisTRtfM 1x6 
king of the trough noun in ihe Ivlarildme Pmvinces, used as a 
nonsense reply to 'how are you?' Canada. 199s 
kingpin noun an indispensable leader os, w 
king’s elevator noun n num ntal ni 1 itment A back-formation 
from 'the royal shaft’ us. 19m 

king's habit noun cocaine. Surely not a reference to the British royal 

king’s head noun 1 shei Rhyr ling lang 1 11 led ironically from the 
name of a pub uk Ass 

kingshit nigger noun a black person who is In charge of an 
enterprise or'#entos, ms 

king snipe noun 1 reman ol rail racl rew os 7976 
King Spliff nickname Bob Marley (Robert Nesta Marley, 1947 - 81 ), 
rastafarian, reggae singer uk 1999 

king’s ransom noun an enormous amount of money; an exorbitant 
pt(CB AUSTRALIA 1936 


King Tut noun a book that translates dreams into 'lucky' lottery 
numbers Bahamas, m2 

'kin hell! used for registering anger, amazement, despair, surprise, 


kink noun 1 a criminal 2 thief 1 3 non-conventional 

sexuality, especially when fetishistic or sadoemasobbistic uk rass, 

4 in a deck ol playing cards, a king its 1951 
kinker noun a circu perf rme especially an acrobat or 
contortionist Not praise ®r» 

kink pie noun a pizza with sausage and mushroom toppings. From 
' .the initials for the toppings: ;S & M, Limited usage,.but clever os, 

kinky adjective 1 11 ed for dr ul 1 1 11 11 1 n ity that deviates 

from the speaker's sense ol sexua y 'normal'; also of any article, 
ifihancementtff®faner of dress that may be used in staff 
activity as 1942. 2 eccentric, bizarre us mi 3 illegal; dishonest. In 
prison, used without a sense of perversion us. mi. 4 stolen us mo 
kinky blaggard noun 1 persuasive talker gel the desired result 
There seems to be an element ol envy in 'a Nagger who gets away 
with it Probacy- iwrahation on lubfcy bastard UK2om 
kinnikiniknoun 1 1 fmi II 1 ind barl ind some real 

tobacco CANADA, 1987 

kip noun 1 sleep 1 period lee in 1 le ense as bed'us 

1893. 2 a bed us 1859. 3 an undesirable place; a place that Is dirty or 
disordered Ireland. 1991. 4 a small, narrow bat of wood used to toss 
the coins in a game of two-up. Origin unknown. May be connected 
to the dialect word kep (to throw up into ihe air, 10 ihrow up a ball 
► on the kip asleep us mo 

kip verb to sleep uk im 
kip bag noun a bedroll or sleeping bag us 1949 
kip dough noun money to be spent on lodging us mo 
kip down verb Jeep. Mainly 

services usage, a variation of kip uk 1959 
kipe; kype verb to sfcaaf us, 1934 

kipper nouni 2 the vagina us 

1984. 3 a Royal Navy sai or; hence, a English person. Derogatory 
Australia, m3. 4 a doss-house; a bed; anywhere lo sleep. Used by 
down-and-outs ns, nsi. ► do someone up like a kipper to ruin 
a person's chances. A variation of kipper us rasa 
kipper verb to-fuJft a person's chances uk mi 

kipper and bloater noun i r r.v vehicle, a motor. Rhyr.. 

slang uk 1979. 2 a photograph Rhyming slang on a London 
pronunciation of 'photo'. Can be shortened to 'kipper' uk pan 
kipper and plaice; kipper noun a face, especially one that is not 
particularly attrar avt Rhyming slang us 1992 
kipper feast noun ra perf ned on a man From the tired 
comparison between the smell offish and the smell of the vagina 


kipper’s knickers noun 1 1 le icme fperft 11 1 1 le best Always 
used 'with' the; this A a Glasgow variation on such constructions 
as BEE'S KNEES and CAT'S PAJAMAS UK: SCOJUtND: 1988 
kipps noun a brakevan (caboose) us, 1977 

kippy adjective 

kipsy noun a house or dwelling. I rom 'kip' (a doss house) and the 
diminutive suffix '-sy' Australia, 1905 

kishkes noun th 


kismet noun sh, Farsi and/or 

Arabic us. 1849 


kiss nouni in game uch as [ Ian narble 1 hot that barely 
touches another us, 1973. 2 a student who curries favour with the 
tiachfr. An amelioration of kiss ass 
kiss verb i in games such as pool and marbles, to cause one object 
to barely touch another us, 197 s. 2 in pool, to try lo make a shot by 
bouncing the object bal off another ball us 1990. 3 to perform oral 
sex us, raw. ► kiss and tell b 1 riper 1 1 1 1 I confidential infor¬ 
mation, usual ! 1 ► kiss arse; kiss ass 
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to behave subserviently. A flptetSydiise of perhaps the most 
demeaning act that one human can demand another to perform'. 
Mediaeval engravings show devil-worshippers pledging their utter 
subservlack® to Satan by lifting his goat-tail and kissing his 
backside; at that time both 'kiss and 'arse' were conventionally 
available to describe such an activity o/a: /%». ► kiss butt to 
behave sub ei ientl - triad i in af e ►kiss 

goodbye to concede defeat t< [ in in iluntary loss s m 
► kiss Mary to smoke marijuana os, i%s. ► kiss the couch to 
► kiss the eighth pole in horse racing, to 
finish far behind lhe leader us; m-. ► kiss the fish to smoke 
hashish us 1971. ► kiss the porcelain to vomit us. im. ► kiss 
the toe to dm il 1 sh cl 1 1 11 hi I in 1 single gulp, in 
a glass containin ickled hut toe ► kiss your 

ass goodbye 1 I I 1 I e all hope of success or 

survival us. 1995. ► kiss your sister 'r noket 0 come out even in 
a game us, 1996. ► kiss your teeth to make a scornful sound 
JAMAICA, 2003 


kiss-and-ride adjective pertaining 11 1 ti ransport interchanges 
designated for dropping off and picking, upi motor vehicle 
passengers without parking Australia, 1974 
kiss-ass; kiss-arse noun a sycophantsi^«|ie curries favour-in a 
■sstfdemeamng fasjtten'tfi 1973 

kisser noun 1 the m uth rigina 1 Ian Kim 2 the face 
us, 1904. 3 a sycophant Shortened 'ass-kisser' us, 1951 
kissing Mrs noun the act of rubbing the clitoris with the penis. 

Elaborated 0- n-i v.rs (vagina) uk, ajjyi' 
kiss it! used as contemptuous expression of dismissal. A shortening 

kiss kiss goodbyete 1991 

kiss-me-arse noun in British Columbia ocean waters, the marbled 
murrelet Canada, im 

kiss-me-ass; kiss-me-tail adjective in^faeQkiWtalfpetty rtWWP'' 

AND TOBAGO, 1972 


kiss me quick; kiss me noun the penis; a foo. Rhyming slang for 
prick , reflecting, to some degree, the type of person who will wear 
a 'comical' novelty hat bearing the legend 'kiss-me quick' When 
',i^C8'%^>r}iioi^ arises uk. 1992 

kiss-me-quick; kiss-me-kwik adjective describes a seaside resort 
given to cheap, dated commercialism A kiss-me-quick hat is, in 
many ways, a cyi&tl touchstone uk, 2003 
kiss-me-quick hat noun an, 1 elt hat Id tt a funfair or seaside 
resort, especially one bearing a slogan. The predominant legend 
writ large on such hats was 'kiss meqfflck uk nm 
kiss my arse!; kiss my ass! iptuous expression of 

dismissal uk 1996 

kiss my chuddies! or rejection 

Formed on chuddies (underpants), possibly coined and certainly 
popularised as a catchphrase by Goodness Gracious Me, a BBC 
comedy -sketch programme scripted and performed by four British;. 
Asian comedians, first heard on Radio 4 in 1996 but better known 
from television, since 1999 uk, 2m ' 
kiss my grits! 1 1 I uni ' . I inn - 1 n 1 m 

line of Polly Holiday's character I orence Jean 1 lo' Casteleberry on 
the television comedies Alice (CBS, 1976-85) and Flo (CBS, 
1980-81), Repeated with referential humour os, 1980 
kiss my tits! 


kiss of death noun 1 leral inn n ll-meant action or 
contact that results (often predictably) in disastrous consequences; 
By association, with ttefescby which Judas, betrayed -Jesus uk 194s 
kiss-off noun i i nplete reje ti i 2 tny form of compen¬ 

sation pa :1 to someone who has been dismissed or rejected uk 

kiss off rert'fo dismiss, to reject us. tm 
kiss upverijtO C’ttrry fayquf ^ws 
kissy noun an effeminate male us, 1964 

kissy adjective if enthusiasm 

(usually of an inanimate object) os, 1949 
kissy-face noun 11 n e 1 Ini luce 1 hildish tone us, 1958 
kit noun 1 cloth thing uk 2001. 

2 in prison, contraband goods uk 1996. 3 the equipment needed to 
prepare and inject heroin or another drug os 1959. 4 in prison, a 
letter uk 1996 

kit and caboodle noun all 6P|bffidtfeing us, im 
Kit Carson noun 1 rme iet n ho has become a scout or 
translator for the US Army The.afusion is to the sctsutiftf Stolrtteg. 
of Kit Carson (1809- 68), a legend of the US WestoS mo 
kitchema noun a pub, a club or a bar. English gypsy use, from 
Romany kitshima (a tavern) uk isf? 
kitchen noun 1 y os ras9. 2 in 

pool, the end of the table where the cue ball is placed atthaigSit 
of the game. Technically; jt is the area between the head string 
and the head rail ol the tablet's /•«•. 3 the hairs on the back of 
the neck os m/. 4 in shut! eboard, the scoring area of the court 
os 1967. s a brakevar 1 (c; bo<tse) os 6 the cab of a railway 
engine os 1946. ► down in the kitchen in trucking, in the 
truck's lowest gear os, wn 

kitchen bait noun in hill I u I as!.. to entice the 

opponent ta.go after the discstfi m? 
kitchen door noun the fly on a pair of trousers trinidad and tobago. 

kitchen lab noun laborator 11 1 1 1 1 1 ire manufactured, 

whether or Wt it is located in a kitchen os 1970 
kitchen rackets noun in Cape Breton, a ceilidh or house dance 
CANADA, 2000 

kitchen range noun 1 Theatrical 

rhyming slang uk . .. 2 change (small coins) Sometimes 

;qPi#/iated to 'kitchen' uk 1992 

kitchen sink noun a stink. Rhyming slang, also used as a verb i/ic 

kitchen sink adjective fa pi fdramaticfi tion grittily realistic 
1 n.d'dorqtetic setting uk i960 

kite noun 1 a letter, note or message. Largely prison usage os im. 2 a 
schequq, especially a blank or worthless cheque; a stolen credit 
card or cards ijk tm. 3 a criminal who deas in cheque and credit 
card fraud. Variation of kiter os 2001. 4 a hand-rolled tobacco ciga¬ 
rette us. 1992. 5 a fool australis. 1961. 6 a Christian. Prison usage new 
Zealand , 1997. 7 the face us 2ooi. 8an ounce of drugs os «w. 9a bus 
uk 1954. 10 any type of aircraft Modern use has a mainly ironic 
ton euK i9i7. ii a glider used in hang-gliding; a hang-glider 
Australia. 19%. 12 a newspaper Australia all ► fly a kite; lay a 
kite lo fraudulently issue or pass a worthless cheque. Based on 
kite (a cheque); probably ermrmali in intent but possibly issued; i» 

hope IRELAND, 1805 

kite verb i to obtain money or credit from a cheque that is drawn 
against uncollected funds in a bank account os ras. 2 to send a 
ufiiote qflqife.ts; 1924 

kite blue noun a worthless cheque. An elaboration of kite Australia, 

kite-flying verb passing worthless cheques uk 1956 
kite-man noun nd bills of 

exchange; an issuer4^ worthless cheques uk r$s? 
kiter noun a criminal who issues worth ess and fraudulent cheques 








385 


kiting-book | knight of the asphalt 


kiting-book noun a ch^ife book uk, m 
kitkatnouni ifool. Rh nin Ian for f nf rmed from a 
popular branded chocolate confectionery bar uk ms. 2the rec¬ 
reational dfugf-i^ilirieFsusTJMtM, mo 
kitsch noun in in l 11- ill i 11 onsidered to be inferior or 
pretentious or in dubious taste. From German kiischen (to throw 
together, especially if hsstl:ly> Cffr, im 
kitschy adjective vulgarly sentimental us. nez 
kitten noun a young girl us. && 

kittens noun ► have kittens to become overly excited us. 1900 
kittle noun the colie ionofemp >eer ntainer that accumulate 
on a table during a drinking session Australia. 2003 
kitty noun 1 a pool mone riginall 11 1 term us. is87. 2 the 
vagina. A diminutive of pussy us 2000. 3 a woman us. 1 936. 4 a guy, a 
young man. An extension of cat us, 19 52. 5 a jail or prison us mo. 

6 a Cadillac oaf <4r|p| 

kitty litter noun any mixture of sand and salt or other compounds 
sprinkled on a snowy road or an oil spill on a road us raxs 
kiwi noun i person hi hir rk us, 1991 
Kiwi noun a New Zealar r. Named after the nat nal bird of New 
Zealand. Tfavkiwi is a flightless bird native to New Zealand new 

ZEALAND; 1 m 

Kiwi adjective c Zealanders 

AUSTRALIA, 1935 

Kiwi Ferns nickname I II Z ill m nternational Rugby 
League team. From the logo of New Zealand Rugby League: a 
pictogram of a kfwiand a fern new Zealand, im 
Kiwi green noun w Zealand new 


KJ 


i high quality marijuana I rom 'kind joint' us. iw. 2 a 
marijuana cigarette enhanced by phencylidirie es 2001. 

3 phencyclidine, the recreational drug known ns PCP or angel dust 


KMAG noun fur ng the K< 1 1 1 1 idvisi 1 igned to 

Republic of Korea troops - the Korean Military Advisory Group. 
The Korean troops-performed so poorly early in the war that the 
initials took on a new meaning - Kiss My Ass Goodbye us ns 
knacked adjective > I n 1 I 1 II teenagers too exhausted to 
manage every syllable Of knackered (exhausted) uk. 1932 
knacker noun f overweight. 

Royal Navy slang: any food with a high calorie count may be 
called 'fat knacker pie' uk 1937 

knacker verb 1 lo rum; to kill I rom the conventional sense (to 
slaughter a horse) uk, 1 887. 2 to steal Ireland, ms 

knacker drinking noun d 

knackered adjective lusted. Derives from the 

obsolete 'knacker' (a worn-out horse) uk 1949 
knacker out; knacker verb to tire out UK, 1940 
knackers noun 1 rhe testicles rrom an earlier sense (castanets) uk 

isos. 2 nonsense ... use lo al enses of balls 01 bollocks 

uk 1984. ► off your knackers duirk m clrug;- intoxicated uk 2001 
knackers! used f 11 11 in nr 1 Lustration, dismissal, etc. 

tdebtitslih ysftto balls! or bollocks! uk bm 
knead verb ► knead the noodle (of a male) to masturbate us, 2001 
knee-bangers noun long shorts us, mi 
kneecap verb to break ome 1 In - 1 1 limit them in the 

kneecap, almost always as a planned act of retribution us 1974 
kneehigh to a grasshopper adjective very young. Many variations 
on this theme have been recorded since 'knee-high to a toad', 
1814, and continue to be comecLws, at* 
kneel verb ► kneel at the altar 1 to engage in anal sex us m2. 

2 in kneel while performing oral -.ex on a man us, ms 
kneelo noun a surfer wh 11 I Im ling \lia, ms 
knee machine noun a short surfboard, a kneeboard or bellyboard 


K land noun tt sen taking the 

recreational drug ketamine us. ms 

klap verb to sit Til AFRICA, I 960 

klatawa noun a journey Canada. 19 e 

klebbies noun small denominations in any foreign currency. Royal 
Navy slang has ickie as the generic unit of foreign money, which 
then subdivides into one hundred 'Webbies' uk. 2003 
kleenex noun 1 a youthful exuall in ieri 1 I male who is tem¬ 

porarily the object of an older homosexual's desire ®.«/. 

2 MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy us, 1994 
klep; klepper noun a kleptomaniac; a thief uk im 
klepto noun a kleptomaniac us, 1953 
klim noun i milk I rom the branded product 

manufactured by Borden irniMb, andtobago, 2003 
klingonnouni racf line I t. A pla 1 ling on describing 
an addict's behaviour; based on the K ingons, creatures from outer 
space ih television science fiction series Star Trek us. 2003 
Klondike noun 1 pri n cell 1 III litar nfinement. An 

allusion to-KIpfldike, Alaska, the epitome of remoteness us m2. 

2 brass or copper, often stolen, sold 101 scrap us. mo 
klooch; klootch noun a wife, an Indian woman. The term comes 
from Chinook jargon for 'female/wife' Canada, 1903 
klotsick adjective (among N< 1 1 of Serman descent) said of 

a cake that has fallen) failed.to rise, gj tfise and then fell Canada, 


klutz; clutz noun i clum I 11 I | fiddish from German 

klutzy; clutzy adjective clumsy, awkward us ms 


knee-slapper noun / 

knees-up noun an energetic dance party, a ively gathering. From the 
song 'Knees up Mother Brown! by Weston and Lee, 1939 uk m:< 
knee-tremble verb performing sexual intercourse while standing 
AUSTRALIA, 1985 

knee-trembler noun i 2 

attractive woman ,ok ism 


knickers noun ► keep your knickers on! stay calm!, don't get 
excited!; don’t lose your temper! ijk 1973 
knickers! 1 - I 1 1 1 n lismissal ntempt 01 

annoyance, A children’s 'naaghty' word, now in adult hands uk b 
knickers in a twist; knickers in a knot noun an agitated or 
flustered condition; a state of panic, A figurative sense of a# 
uncomfortajate condition Australia, jszs 
knick-knack noun 1 a trinket a small trivial article pleasing for 
ornament uk u&>. 2 a small penis us, ism 
knife and fork noun 1 a n 

2 pork. Rhyming slang uk cm. 3 ihe money that a betting pool 

► do you 

need a knife and fork?; do you want a knife and fork? a 

catehphrase jibe directed at a driver struggling jftdfihd the right 
gear Vitms 

knife and gun club noun .1 ital 1 1 ill Jepartment us, 1994 
knife-happy adjective treat with 

Stfrgery us, mi 

Knifepoint nickname HM Prison Highpoint in Suffolk uk ..no 
knight noun in homosexual usage, a person with syphilis us mi 

knight of the asphaltnoun a.r I ng-di net tru ker 









knit | knocker 
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knit noun a shjfjffir sweater us, r*®» 

knit verb ► like knitting fog impossible uk 2003 
knitting circle noun in horn exual u age, a group of men who are 
too engaged in conversation to seek sex us, mi 
knitting needle noun in oil drilling, a tool used to splice wire cable 

knitting needles noun 

clicks produced when two fencers are practising From the simi¬ 
larity ,in sound and action to that of knitting needles, not the 
earlier, obsolete 'knitting needle' (a sword) uk, im 
knives noun ► at it like knives very sexually'aettyhyx ms 
knob noun 1 the head uk, 2 the penis uk im. 3 a fool, an 
obnoxious, despised person uk mz. 4 ihe knee us, 1970. s a sexually 
transmitted infection uk mm,. ► polish a knob to perform oral 
sex on a manos. tw/ 

knob vert to have - il meone -11 e 1 m knob (the penis) 
but usage is not gender-specific uk im 
knobber noun 1 2 a fool, used 

as a general of contempt An elaboration of knob us, isbo 
knobbing adjective ed tn intensifier il titutes for fucking uk, 

knobbly knee noun a key. Rhyming slang ox 1992 

knobby noun I for riding on 

dirt and trails us. 1973 

knob-cheese noun r the foreskin. A variation 

1 .£# COCK CHEESE UK 1997 


'■fej-aafe at a low price trinidad and tobago, 20m. ► knock for six 
1 to utterly overcome, to inconvenience gravely. Cricketing 
imagery, where a 'six' or 'sixer 1 is a shot that clears the boundary 
uk 1902. 2 to astound uk mo. ► knock into a cocked hat to 
damage someone or something very considerably. By late C20 
thei 1 lent -1 1 repla 1 I ► knock into 

the middle of next week; knock into next week to.|® 
violently, even fatally; especially, lo do iver a blow that causes 
insensibility. Originally used of boxers uk 10.21. ► knock it off to 
have sexual inter urse ► knock it on the head 

to stop talking; to stop doing something. Often as an imperative 
Australia , 1965. ► knock it out ► knock one 

off lo have sex, especially in a perfunctory manner os, 1924. 

► knock one out to ma mil it orgasm. Po ably related to 

knock out (to m a 1 1 111 >r 1 | heat m ►knock 

out tongue to kiss with open mouths us, 1997, ► knock seven 
bells out of someone to physically beat someone very severely 
uk 1929. ► knock someone rotten lo punch or strike fiercely; to 
daze (a persor ► knock 

someone’s eyes out 1 ml meone tralia . i 94 o 

► knock something on the head to finish an activity, to stop 
doing something or stop something happening Often as the 
exclamatory injunction (knock it on tfc headl). Qbvfi>tis|r deriyij, 
from afinal blow that renders someone unconscious, or kills a 
snake, Or drives; a nail home uk isti. ► knock spots off to 
surpass us. i 856 . ► knock the drawing room out of someone 
to condition or toughen someone physically new Zealand, 1952. 

► knock the slack out 1 x 1 truck or car) 

► knock your wig to gpffito your hair us. 1947 
knockabout noun aa '8|jietantjiusr«xm, im 


knob-end noun a despised person ox ww 
knob gag noun a joke about a penis uk 2003 
knob-gobbling noun oral sexman tis im 
knobhead; nobhead noun a despised j^SsSm, s fcobffejg knob 
(the penis) us ids 

knob job noun oral sex performed on a man us, 19os 

knob-jockey noun 1 homosexual mak 1 ..mils heterosexual 

female, A rider of the knob (the.pijhis) uk ms 

knob off vert go away 

knobs noun the fen tie breast | llyth nipples us ras 
► with knobs on with intere in 1 1 I ith embellishments 


knob throb noun (of a male) an intense desire for sex uk ms 

knock noun 1 a setback espe mil i monetar I ix, iss 9 2 a bite 
(that moment when a fish takes the bait) Used by anglers ox 19 69 . 
3 a promiscuo ► do a knock 1 to 

partake in an amorous outing; to go on ,1 dale Australia, 1934. 2 to 
have sex. From 'knock' (an act of sexual intercourse) Australia, 1933. 
► on the knock 1 

2 to be working as a prostitute uk /%v ► take a knock to suffer 
a setback or a financial loss uk kao. ► take the knock to fail to 
meet your debts Australia. 19m 

knock vert 1 to ci in e, to disparage 2 lo defraud, to cheat, 

especially by passing afteudcitent cheque or by obtaining and 
dishonouring a credit arrangement uk 19 m. 3 lo steal; to rob uk 
i 9 i 9 . 4 to arrest us, 1 is 5 lo ki I Australia 1911. 6 lo wound Australia, 
mu. 7 to exhaust; to debilitate Australia, 1957. 8 to have sexual 
intercourse with someone uk 159s. 9 lo make an amorous 
approach to (a person) Australia 1934. 10 lo be unable to make a 
move in a game, such as dominoes. Almost certainly derived from 
tte'player's action of knocking on the table to signal an inability 
to 1 11 1 pool player is a professional 

us, 1990. 12 to post (a letter) us, 1947. ► couldn't knock the skin 
off a rice pudding we il im; tent; 1 I ntemptu 1 I fan 
infertpf fighter uk 194s. ► knock ’em cold; knock 'em dead to 
amaze an audience, to have a sensationa success. From boxing 
uk mi. ► knock a chunk off n the male 

perspective us, 1973. ► knock a fade to leave us, 1973. ► knock a 
scarf to eaf a'-imeal us 1947 ► knock at the door in horse 
racing, to havr ► knock 

boots to have ► knock dog to be 


knock about verb 1 2 , inder without 

purpose and without a home trinidad and tobago, 1904. 3 to beat 
someorit.H*, me 

knockabout adjective 1 I 1 I II I I II \USTRALIA 1965. 2 of 

theatrical erttertaiffttfnt, noisy arid viptep, Slapstick uk nx 

knock around vert 1 1 ' . mm ith 1 fixed ibode; to travel 

about as an itinerant Australia, tut 2 to spend time (with 
serf(eon#rfe idle us im 

knockaround adjective experienced in the ways of the world, 
especially the underworld ys 1949 

knockback noun 1 2 an 'offer by 

a bookmaker to accept a wager at lower odds or for a lesser stake, 
in part at full odds with the balance at reduced pdds^pr atSP 
(starting price) terms oa)y ’uk 2001 

knock back verb 1 to reject e >eciall exual x inces Australia, 191s. 
2 to drink uk ram 3 lo cost a person a specified amount. For 
example the phrase 'that knocked him back a fiver' uk mi. 

► knock back with a stick 
sex. A joeuiar boast of sexual prowess Australia, im 
knockdown noun an introduction (to someone) us, 1959 
knock down verb 1 to earn us, 1929. 2 to make a sale at auction. 

From- the significant action of an auctioneer’s gavel in marking 
the conclusion of a sale uk mm 3 lo steal Canada, 1970. 4 to rob us. 
raze. 5 to spend the entire sum of money earned for seasonal work 
in a drinking spree. Once a veritable institution this practice was 
especially common amongst shearers and sailors Australia, ms 
6 to drink. A variation of knock back (lo drink) uk i960. 7 to 
introduce us. 7953 

knock-down drag-out adjective (of a fight) vicious us. 1827 
knocked adjective drunk us, im 

knock’em down rains noun in 1 | il Australia easonal torrential 
rain Australia, 1946 

knocker noun 1 an inveterate critic; a person addicted to finding 
faults and making criticisms us, im. 2 a person who defaults 
(deliberately) on a hire-purchase agreement. A narrowing of an 
earlier use applied to a person who contracts a debt with no 
intention of repaying it ui m.- 3.1 thief or confidence trickster 
posing as a door-to-door salesman uk 4 in circus and carnival 
usage, a member of the audience who warns others that 
something is a fraud us, 1911 s someone win. discloses that a pool 
player is in fact a professional us. ram. 6 in pinball, a sound effect 
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knocker and knob | knuckledusters 


when an additional ball is won us, race. ► on the knocker 

1 exactly, precisely Australia 2 right away; promptly Australia. 

1962 . 3 used of a door-to-door canvasser 01 salesman uk 1934. ► up 

to the knocker thorou i/a mi 

knocker and knob noun i jot Rhymir m 1 bably formed of 
'door furniture (rather than body parts) uk, 1992 
knockers noun 1 the female I 1 >e nil irge ones us. 1934. 

2 dice that have been loaded with mercury that shifts when the 
dice are tapped us. jm 

knocker shop noun a ms 

knockin' adjective great us. spt 
knocking noun criticism; fetilfcftpdrng aust/mua tm 
knockings noun the facts or details, an explanation uk 1999 
knocking shop noun a brothel uk, raso 
knock it off!; knock off! stop;|fc|hut up! uk m3 
knock, knock! 1 used 1 the erl il equ ilenl 1 in actual knock 
on the door when entering another's room, office, etc uk im. 2 in 
a game of dominoes or such, used as a signal (often accompanied; 
by the action of knocking on the games' table) that the game- 
player tSeUtwbte to make a move uk im 
knockonouna narcotics police officer os, 1992 
knock-off noun 1 a product that is designed to be mistaken for an 
expensive, brand name product us. m3. 2 the end of a work shift; 
quitting time Australia 44... 3 a murder os, /mss. 4 in hot rodding 
and drag racing, a wheel lug that is* easily removecfus i960 
knock off verb i 2 inish a work shift, 

job, etc. uk, ic,4'->. 3 lo kill os, 4 lo defeat; lo despatch us 1927. 

5 (of police) to arrest; to raid us 1925. 6 to rob, to steal us /9/z. 7 to 
reproduce a branded item, less.expensively and usually illegally ts; 

1963. 8 to sell or dispose ol newzealand, /'ns. 9ofa male, to have 

Sex AUSTRALIA, 1966 10 

1943. 11 to seduce Australia, raw. ► knock off a piece to have sex 

knock-off gear noun an item or items of stolen property os 2000 
knock-off time noun the end of a work shift; quitting time Australia, 

knock out verb 1 to have a very powerful effect on, to impress 
profoundly os, nm 2 to manufacture ot supply cheaply. The 
currency of market-traders and sweat-shops, 'lrfSs§& it out cheap', 
'knock them out', adopted into wider useo/c /cm. 3 to produce 
Australia, 194 6. 4 to go to sleep os 2oa . 5 to bugle in such a 
thorough manner that nothing of arf value, remains uk wso 
knockout adjective excellent, impressive os sat 
knockout; knock-out noun i tin outstanding, beautiful or 
outrageous person uk m2 2 an exce lent thing. Literally, 'a thing 
so excellent that it will render you uk m2 

knock out drops noun 

unconciousness, especia ywith criminal intent os W6 
knock over verb 1 to rob os rats. 2 to raid an establishment os, 1929. 

3 to kill; to slaughter ( is. it 1. 4 lo arrest os 1924. 5 to drink austrai/a 

knockround noun 1 1 I 1 nderir bout idling Australia, 


knock shop noun a brothel AbSfflStM, i96S 
knock sideways verb to astound UK 1925 
knock together verb to prepare a marijuana cigarette. A specialis- 
•;atic«pm®j®y'v@rttional sens 

knock-up noun a fraudulent system operated to rig the bidding at an 
auction uk im 

knock up vers 1 ' 11 1 u_u 1- 21 I immer on the door of 

a cell lo attract the attention of a warder xustralia, 1944 
knolly bike noun rny I 1 notorcycl 1 -1 by probationary 

taxi-drivers in the process ot learning the geography of London's 


streets (do WBtMOWiEDGE)/ Fbffft^jfion a shortening of 'the 
knowledge' uk 199s 

knot noun 1 the 2 oney us 1993 

knot-flashing noun | / a male for sexual thrills. 

Police slang, formed on an otherwise obsolete use of 'knot' (the 
[head of the] pen's): w, is6s 
knotty adjective (of hair) in tight curls Bahamas, m2 
Knotty Ash noun ' h -I ni g lang rom the name of a 
Live-pool subnet nrnh.ibiy Tsp'ieu by comedian Sen Dodd, a 
famous resident of the area, and in particular j^fritolash with the 
taxman UK 19921 

know noun ► in the know trendy, fashionable (US im. 
know verb ► know b from bull foot to know anything at all. 
Usually used in the negative m w. ►know 

backwards to h 1 thorough 1 ledg > mething m 

► know how many beans make five to be not easily fooled 
uk 1830. ► know inside out 1 I 1 - 1 I h knowledge of 
something uk 1921. ► know like the back of your hand to 

have a thorough knowledge ol something. A simile that Is easier 
said than done uk 1943. ► know someone who knows 
someone to be rble obtain an irt A fr A than its retail 
price, referring to either wholesale rates or the acquisition of 
stolen property uk raws. ► know the score to understand what Is 
going on. Referring to a musical score, not the score of a sports 
contest us, mo. ► know your onions having knowledge that 
comes from experience Also in Hie variations: 'know your apples' 
(since 1945 ); 'oats’ (since 1926 ); 'oil' (since 1925 ). The formula is 
also used to describe a specified field of knowledge, e.g. 'know 
your hockey' (about 1929 ) us. ran. ► know your shit to have 
knowledge that n rom | ience ► not know 

from a bar of soap 1 A ill _ 1 rara ►not 
know from the hole in your arse to be ignorant of uk. 1999. 

► not know whether you are Arthur or Martha tabs if^,, 
state of confusion Australia, rill. ► not know whether you are 
coming or going to be in a state of confusion, befuddlement or 
perplexity uk 1924 

know-all noun .1 person who displays their knowledge m ,1 conceited 
mannerAUS 7 R 4 i/A 1934 

know-all adjective II i I I ill TRALIA 1965 

knowed-up adjective I that skill not luck produced 

■success us, 1954 

know-it-all noun se thinks us, ms 

know-it-all adjective IK, 1935 

knowledge noun II i perforn ng ral ■ i lerson who is skilled 
at performing oral sex An elaboration and play on head (oral sex) 
us, 2002. ► do the knowledge of probationary taxi drivers, lo 
learn the geography oi London’s streets (espet ially by driving 
around on a low-powered motorcycle); to take a written examlrl- 
rpSSi&lthat tests the newly acquired knowledge uk im 
knowledge box noun i the head; the brain uk mss. 2 in railway 
terminology, the yardmaster's office us. 1926 
knowmean?; na mean? I mean? Used either 

as a question or as a stress at the errd of a statement uk 1992 
knuckle noun From the verb 

sense i.jk, 2001. ► go the knuckle 1.0 aiiack with the fists; to take 
part, in a fist fight Australia, 1944 
knuckle rer&fbpwfifi|§|j§fa bare fist.A ustralia 19a 
knuckle-buster noun 1 in car repair, a nut that is tightly fastened, 
guaranteeing a difficult and painful removal process us, 1992. 2 a 
cf|sEgh| wrench us, mi 

knuckle down verb to make an effort and apply yourself to a task 

knuckleduster noun a I which may, or 

may not, be worn for violent purposes. An extension offp.jen.se - 
as 'a weapon’ uk im 

knuckledusters noun 1 ; hi I: 1 knuckle Fhe derivation is as 
blunt as the practical usage: where it's worn, on the knuckles; 
what it does, dust (to thrash). Abbreviates as 'duster 1 us, 









knucklehead | ku klux klan 


knuckle junction nou. 
knuckle merchants 


knuckle-shuffle verb to masturbate uk 2002 

knuckles on the ground noun in 1 u |ii I 11 I 

person of low intellect and primitive appearance uk 1975 
knuckle up verb to fight us, ixs 
knucks noun knuckles; |t^£s knuckles UsjMss 
knucks-in adjective doing well. I rom marbles, where the te 


KO; kayo noun in boxing, a fchOek 
KO verb to knock-out; to destroy u: 
KO adjective exhausted. An inltialisi 


kooky adjective eccentric, if not 

Kool and the Gang adjective ui 


korea noun anal sex art is84 

Korean forklift noun an A-frame backpack used by Kor 
large and heavy objects, Korean war usage us, 1 982 
kosh adjective acceptable, agreeable. An abbreviation of \ 
kosher verb to give the appearance or effect of being fa 


techhtCatiy meaning 'fit to eat' (ritually clean in keeping wit 
religious dietary laws), Brought into English slang originally 
East End ui London ut m 3 in homosexua usage, (ire im 


Kodak poisoning; Kodak-Fuji poisoning no 


koutchie; cutchie; kouchie; couchie noun a pipe for the sr 

Of marijuana. Celebrated in song by the Mighty Diamonds 1 
the Koutchie'. this in turn inspired Musical Youth's UK hit 
the Dutch'®': the name was presumably changed so thatjfi 


television programme (1973-78) starring Felly Savalas us, mi. 

► the Kojak a totally depilated pubic mound. After the 
eponymous bald-headed detective uk 2002 
Kojak's moneybox noun 11 - iem Kojai television detective 01 
the 1970s, was played by bald-headed actor Telly Savalas, 1924-1 
ififethis unsettling image ofaw» head with a slot ft>r coinl.ts 


necessari y disparaging us mi 2 the German language us, 1 mi 
krauthead noun lie nan-Ameri 1 Her n n immigrant us. 1928 
krautland noun Germany ts mss- 
krautrock noun German rock music ijk, 1975 
kreeble verb tc ipletely us, 1970 

Kremlin noun 1 Scotland Yard uk /•».. 2 the headquarters of British 


enjoyed brief popularity 

kryptonite noun crack cocaine I rom the fictional mineral that 
weakens comic book superhero Superman (a native of Planet 

Kryptofi):* 1998 


kook 






389 


kumba | kybo 


kumba noun marijuana uk we 

kung-fu fighter noun II Rhymin in ed on the popular 
song by Jamaican-born Carl Douglas uk. 2002 
kunka noun the vagina Bahamas, m2 
kunkun noun the igina d tobaco, 2003 

kushnoun in circus and carnival usage, money us, mi 
kushempeng noun marijuana UKW ! 
kustom adjective CUSlfffj'i^hm 

kutchie; kutchi noun marijuana, Befiyed tom koutchie (a 
marijuana pipe) Jamaica, 1972 
Kuwaiti tanker noun 

Rhyrfung slang for wanker uk 1 m 
kveli 1 eih 1 1 nth oyful pride Yiddish us, mz 

kvetch verb t I by those who 

know only five words of the language us. 1950 


kwaai adjective i Afrikaans 

kwaad (bad, evil) south Africa, ms. 2 used as an expression of 
approval; great, excellept.tool. A reversal of the existing sense* 
the good-equals-bad formula south Africa, tm 
K-wobbler noun a Kenworth rsm 

K-word noun I ill it (1 I id per n - leciall n black African); also 
applied in an adjectival sense, Euphemistic for ajl'South African 
senses, and offensive iff all senses, whether abbreviated or used 
Conventionally south Africa, m2 

KY noun any sexual lubricant F rom the branded name of KY Jelly™ 

WF 

KY nickname il in Lexington, 

kefitU!% USt 1SS? 

kyaw-kyaw noun sarcastic laughter Also used as a verb us, 1946 
kybo noun an outdoor toilet From a children's acronym - ‘keep 
your bowels in order’ us, 1972 



LI 


L noun i LSD UK /969. 2 marijuarla Rap arid hip-hop slang us, 1993. 

3 elevation. A surfer 'gets L' when his surfboard soars high into 
the air on an aerial move us mu ► take an L to lose a game. 
From the designation in newspapers of’wins and losses' as 'W's 

L- 12 noun an extremely social outcast. I he 'L' is for 'loser', twelve 


L 7 ; l-seven noun id person In 1 11 11 ere led in or 

unsympathetic lo the fashionable interests ol teenagers. The 
shapes of L and 7 can combine to form a square (a converftidgsf. 
personjcTSts slang may be entirely gestural in expression: the 
forefinger and thumb on each hand extended at right angles, left' 
|j| and right ^'©mbining to make the shape of a square us, 7956 
L8R adverb used in e i me i i nean iter One of several 
constructions in which a syifePfcpsriQunced 'ate' is replaced 
■ fflfe. homophone 'eight' uk 2003 

LA noun any amphetamine 01 othei central nervous system stimu¬ 
lant A shortened form Of 'Ipftgracting’ or la turnabout yf .am 
LA nickname LOS Angeles, Ca ifomia US, 1901 

la; la-la noun ealand, 1998 

>see: LAR 

lab noun 1 a laboratory uk is95. 2 a Labrador dog. Also variants 
babbie'Sod Tabby' uk. im 

labb e noun the vagina Aossibly derived from 'labia' us cm 

label noun the n 

labial contact noun a kiss; kissing us, 1 94/ 
labor skate noun a trade union official 1^‘mo 
Labour noun ► the Labour the Labour Exchange, later the Job 
Centre (government offices where unemployed persons must 
register to search for work as arwdttion for the receipt of state 
benefits) uk, 79« 

labour day junkie noun nly occasion- 

’Pj®pAND. 7996 

labradoodle noun a 1111 breed flabr li 1 I poodle us 2001 
la buena noun heroin, F^^iSpanish buem IgotsdliM sgce 
lac noun a Cadfljiaoys 1990 

lace noun 1 a combination ol marijuana and cocaine uk ms. 

2 money us. isSfi 

lace verb to have sexual intercourse. The female is seen here as a 
drink to be ► lace up your 

boots to prepare for a fight us, 1998 
lace card noun 1 a computer punch card with all the holes punched 
out us, 1991. 2 the foreskin of an uncircumcised penis us. mi 
lace curtain noun r. Rhymin I formed n the name of 
' jijfSttfrdpff originally applied only to beers from that brewery us 


lace-curtain Irish noun 

immigrant®,-Tsar 

lace-curtain lesbian noun 1 lesbian hose n annerisms and 
affectations do not Suggest her sexual preference us; ms 
laced adjective dru mi icated iall nariji in 1 intoxicated (vs, 

lace queen noun horn lal h prefers men with 
uncircumcised penises us, ms 

lace-up noun a shoe or boot that is laced up (as opposed to sandals, 
lack adjective lac 9 youth usage us, 


lackery noun ► give them lackery a beating/Rfij#®, im 
lad noun ► bit of a lad a young man who is full of self-confidence 
with which he pursues sensu; I ambitions An elaboration of‘lad’ 
uk. 1960. ► one of the lads lung woman, 

who is seen to be on equal terms with, or part of a society of 
men uk. sens. ► the lad 1 [he penis uk 2001. 2 cancer or 
tuberculosis Ireland, m7. ► the lads male friends, the men of a 
tegular social group, team, etc uk im 
ladder noun the main track in a railway yard us, mi, 
laddie noun in a iD I in il 1 jack us ms 
laddish adjective use< 1 11 ippri ing if he lively behaviour of 
young men responding to those things (altohol r spOrt, sex) that 
appeal ff iijfefn uk 

laddishness noun Hi ively behaviour if young men responding to 
those things (alcohol, sport Sgx) that appeal to them uk ms 
laddo noun a spirited youth, a bit of a lad Slightly patronising 

IpO 

ladeez noun ladies, often as a form of address Most often In the 
phrase" ladeez and germs' (ladies and gentlemen)tic ims 
ladette noun haviour and 

positive involvement in activites (drinking, swearing, sport, etc) 
stereptyptcsiiy enjoyed by males UK 199s 
la di da noun the Daily Star newspaper Rhyming slang uk 1998 
la-di-da; la-di-dah verb t< beh 1 1 in 1 1 I ultured manner, 

' isrhen noted from a lower social station uk 1964 
la-di-da; la-di-dah adjective perla'nmg 10 1 he affectedly cultured 
speech and manners of the upper-classes, especially when noted 
from a lower social station; hence, pretentious, Jocular or 
pejorative usage us 1890 

la-di-dah; lardy; la-di-da noun a cigar: RHyming slang, |te«frj|l-' 
echoing the la-di-dah status of a cigar smoker uk 1991 
ladies' aid noun in pool, a device used to support the cue stick for a 
hard-to-reach shot. As tteyteTmiholdgy suggests, the device is 
scorned by skilled players jsSe 

ladies a plate, gents a crate used in pad 1 it ations to request 
female guests to bring a dish of food and ma e guests to bring 
something to drink new Zealand, 19S4 

ladies' delight noun the penis UK iaa 

ladies' man noun women; a 

womaniser austraua, 7907 

lads-mag noun 1 mmei publica nthatta ets young men 
with aspirationa features on hedonistic lifestyles and, in particular, 
pictures of semi-naked young women uk 2000 
lady noun 1 a prostitute us 1972. 2 a homosexual man. An example of 
camp trans-gender assignment uk 1932. 3 in a deck of playing cards, 
a queen us, 1900. 4 cocaine us, 1974 

lady adjective effi ay use uk 2cm 

ladybits noun the female genitals uk 2003 
Lady Blarney noun 1 IinIn la made I 1 ting die top off a 
bottle using a kerosei e -so; ktd string faught to ihe troops by Lady 
Blarney, the wife oFSir Thomas Blarney, commanderSfAllied 
ittncl Forces in the south-west Pacific Australia, 1945 
ladyboynoun a person with mixed sexual physiology, usually the 
genitals of a male and surgically augmented breasts; a pre-surgery 
transsexual or a transvestite. A term used most often in associ¬ 
ation with the sex industry in Bangkok, Thailand. The first 
widespread use of the term was in association with a television 
documentary aired in November 1992 uk 1992 
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lady caine | lamed-vovnik 


lady caine noun cocaine A compound of lady (cocaine) and caine 
(cocaine) uk isos 

lady come back noun a type of bet in an illegal numbers game 

lady five fingers noun a boy's or man’s hand in the context of 
masturbation; masturbation us, m9 


lair noun a person who dresses and behaves in a showy manner. 

©aefefprmation from lairy. A term of great contempt Australia, 
lair vert to behave in a showy, ostentatious way, to be a lair 
AlSTRAiM, im 

lairise vert to behave in a showy, ostentatious way to be a lair 
AUSTRALIA I i 4 S 


lady from Bristol noun a pisiol. Rhyming slang uk m s 
Lady Godiva; godiva; lady no™ a five-pound note or the sum of 
£5. Rhyming slang for a fiver, an appropriately financial allusion to 
Me Cl 1 English noblewoman who rode naked through Coventry to 
protest against taxes - accordingtathe legend whicMfce in the 
€33is® 

lady in the red dress noun the dee i period < the menstrual 
cycle. An elaboration on red imagery stressing the feminine nature 
of the term pR is® 

lady in waiting noun n male homosexual usage, a man who loiters 
in or near public toilets in the hope of sexual encounters us, mi 
Lady Jane noun a common-law wife or girlfriend Canada, mz 
ladykiller noun > women ijk, i en 

lady luck noun good fortune personified 
Lady Muck noun a woman who is, in ihe speaker's opinion, 
unjustifiably self-important or esteemed. The counterpart to lord 

lady of the night noun a prostitute uk, 1925 
Lady Snow noun cocalrig# as; 

lady's waist noun 1 small listed gla for serving ilcoholic drinks 
AUSTRALIA 1934 

Lafayette noun a Ire 1 .. Rhyming slang Australia, J9S9 
laff noun a laugh uk, m2 
laff verb to laugh UK r997 

laffmeister noun a nedian - mbination l laff (a laugh) and 
German master (a master, a ehampi&t)}tK ?<w? 
lag nouni a convict who has been imprisoned for many years uk 
we. 2 an act of urination A survival from the obsolete verb form 


lag verb it 2 to arrest uk 

1835 . 3 to be serving a prison sentence Originally, 'to be 
transported for a crime' uk 1927. 4 to urinate. From an earlier sense 
as 'water', A variant spelling is 'lage' 4/4*82 
lage noun a convict. A variation of lag uk 2002 
lager lout noun 1 I roligan fuelled I il< >h< especially lager uk i987 
lagged adjective 1 “ h u i ■- 1 - il 1 i 1 i “lima An abbrevi¬ 
ation of conventional jet lagged' (suffering disrupted body 
rhythms as a resist# flying across tirriS’zones), from 'lag' (tow 
to keep pace) uk. 1999. 2 drunk Also lagged up' uk 2000 
lagger noun 1 a contact man in a smuggling enterprise ts- n 2 an 
informer to wf Jfolice or authorities Australia, i %7 
lagging noun a prison sentence UK /»!?. 
lagging boat noun a drunk uk 2000 

LA glass noun n I II .mphetamine that does not 

dissolve rapidS48LJ9® 

Lah noun Los Angeles, California Rarely heard, and then in northern 
'California ant: derisivelyrts /92s 

lahdee; lahdie adjective smart or fashionable, rrom la-di-da 

’ ■(pretentious') uk im 

lah-di-dah; lah-di noun 11 si 1 enter iner 1 in Rhyming slang 

laid-back adjective relaxed, passive, easy-going us. 196.9 
laid in the aisle adjective very well dressed vs. is/t 
laid out adjective drunk to the point of passing out US, 192s 
laid, relayed and parlayed adjective thoroughly taken advantage of 
There are multiple variants of the third element - 'waylaid', 
''marfriladte', etc us, mr 


lairy; lary; larey adjective showy, ostentatious, attention-seeking 
AUSTRAUA, 1898 

lakanuki noun An imitation 

pid^'SpcfNOOWE' us, 1944 

lakbay diva noun a dark leafed marijuana. Diva is 'goddess' in Latin; 
'lacbay'is Pig Latin for black th n riju urn 1'black goddess' 


Lake Acid nickname Lake PI, ii N 1 d oined during a concert 
rftop ipy theGrateful Dead in 1983 us im 
Lake Atlantic nickname the Atlantic Ocean on the Florida coast. A 

j jjsftate to the flatsarf conditions found fo summer us m 
lake pipes noun in hot dding n igh exhaust pipes, originally 
designed for speed runs on dry lake beds us, 1953 

lakes of Killarney; lakes; lakie; lakey adjective 1 mad, crazy; 
stupid. Imperfect rhyming slang for barmy, formed on a feature of 
Irish geography uk 1934. 2 sly, two-faced Rhyming slang, on 
obsolete slang word 'carney' (sly, two-faced) uk 1992 
lakester noun 1 body and 

exposed wheels, designed for racing-on dry lake beds us 1993 
la-la noun a toilet acMMA 19m 
lala noun |he vagina Bahamas, im 
La-La Land noun Los Angeles, CaltftfWa us m2 
lalapalooze noun n ; ker 1 hand that ent 1 - the player to special 
payment from all other players us rass 
laldy noun ► give it laldy - cally, or with 

great vigour. Glasgow slang uk. Scotland, ass. ► give someone 
laldy to beat or th 11 rre nt d isgow slang uk Scotland, ms 
lally; lallie; lall; lallette; lyle; lally-peg noun the leg Rolan; 
usually in the plural uk m7 

lally-covers noun trousers Polari, from lally (the leg) u/y 2002 
lally-drags noun trousers Polari; a combination of lally (the leg) and 
drag (clothing) UK 2002 

lam noun 1 in cheati.tim. The ictims are like 

'lambs to slaughter’ (easily duped) uk las. 2 a young, innocent- 
looking male prisoner recently arriveffakjrison, identified as art 
easy sexual conquest by the population of sexual predators us 19 22. 
► on the lam ► take it 

on the lam to escape, to run away us 1 990 
lam vert to escape, especially from prison us. ink 
lamb-brained adjective fljpfeh nbwSatand. 199s 
lamb down vert 1 ml il 1 u their entire end-of- 
season pay packet by keeping them drunk untijl.’itii all spent Now 
.tjjpfpfteal AUsrmtA isso 

Lambeth Walk noun ch ill Rhymir n ised t mookerand 
#Gi players uk, 1992 

lambsbread noun marijuana from Jamaica, with especially large 

buds JAMAICA, 2002 


lamb's tongue noun a five-dollar note us 1950 

lame noun a naive nventional, la ibiding per son us ;%o 

lame adjective 1 2 short of 

tmamtus, m 

lamebrain noun a fool, an idiot US, wm 

lame-brained adjective stupid(^c (929 

lame duck noun i s handicapped or 

disadvantaged uk uh. 2 an act of sexual intercourse. Rhyming 
slwjj.fer FUCK UK 2003 

lamed-vovnik noun in nt Canada, 2001 







lame-o | large-type 
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lame-o noun a fool, an idiot. Fhe suffix '-o' is used here to create a 
ffltsgal.from an adjective 14 war 

lamer noun an uninf rmed Intern 11 ho passe himselfoffas 

lame rap noun an unfounded arrest os, 1971 
lame stain noun i compl I 1 1 1 I perse in 

lamington noun type < mall, oblong long ake covered with 
chocolate and desiccated coconut Probably named after Lord 
. terntfiiton,governor.pfQueensland 1895-1901 Australia ism 
lamister noun a fugitive from justice us, 1955 
lammie noun a lamington Australia, ms 
lammo noun AUSTRALIA, 1987 

lamo noun a person lacking fashion sense and social skills us m3 
lam off verb to e ipe 1 run 1 1 An iborati n of lam ijk, 2003 
lamor noun a I ve) uk, 2002 

lamp noun 1 th 2 a look us, 

lamp verb 1 to look i is, raoz. 2 to hit, to beat uk 1954. 3 to pass time 
fclly, without purpose us, isss 
lamped adjective drunk UK 2002 
lampers noun the eyes iiSj 
lamp habit noun an Opium, addiction US, 1949 
lamp man noun theatre us 1952 

lamps noun female breasts Ireland, 1993 
lamster noun a fugitive from justice or retribution us ism 
lance-comical noun a lance corporal uk 1995 
lance jack noun a lance corporal. Army slang ijk, 1912 
Lancy; Lanky noun i Lancashire - hence, I >sel il Yorkshire - 
employee on the railways uk, 1970 

land noun 1 a fright el 2 a neighbourhood us rasa. ► on 

the land s ng I ing > fat ning 0 the rural occupation 
AUSTRALIA 1902 

land verb to succeed in getting us, tss 4 

land icing noun manure Variant 'land dressing’ is a term for the 
same ®ffg Canada, 1992 

Landie noun 

landing deck noun th$.|fp (jftbe head tfinm 
landing gear noun 1 the legs us, mi. 2 on aft articulated lorry, the 
supports that prop up the trailer when 11 is unhitched us, 1971 
landing stripnoun a woman's pubic hair trimmed into the shape 
of a narrow vertical bar. A visual comparison us, 2000 
landlady noun a brothel madame us, 

landlinenoun 1 n entir lal ele[ iont line 1 listinguished from 
a.mabite plena or radio us r987 

land of cakes noun 11 m the perspt eof[ iple on Nova Scotia 
islands} Iffe majnlamtpsWM 19m 
land of hope noun soap. Rhyming slang US mi 
land of the big PX noun the United States. The US sesSft in its 
commercial glory as one big PX (supermarket/depaftment store). 
f|S®WVietnam us ism 

land shark noun a person made wealthy by speculating in land 
AUSTRALIA, 1836 

land with verb 10 impose an onerous duty 01 unwelcome burden on 

someone m, im 

lane; lain; lain e noun a sucker, a gullible victim us 1933 

lane louse noun > traffic lanes us 

lang ► on the lang playing truant Ireland, ms 

langar noun il Ireland, 2002 

langerated adjective drunk A iriati 11 langered el 


langered; langers adjective li ri dish // e/ (weariness); 

ultimately conventiona English 'langour' Ireland, 1932 
language noun bad I :h uk res6 

Language of the Garden noun in Cape Breton, Gaelic Canada, 2000 
languid adjective utterly relaxed- u$ 

Lanky noun a native of Lancashire w, 1972 >see: lancy 
Lanky adjective of LancashiretSE' kf&SAND, 10 

Lao green noun greenish marijuana ..itheast Asia 

smoked by US troops in Vietnam us, mi 
Laotian red noun a reddish marijuana, purported to have been 
grown in LSosos isso 

lap dance noun in inti matt exual [ 1 rmance involving some 
degree of physical contact between a female performer and a 
sitting male us ms 

lap dance vert 1 1 1 11 lal performance in which a 

woman dancer, scantily clad if at all, grinds he' buttocks intceft. 
sitting male customer's lap'W is ss 
lap dancer noun 1 iman h | 1 'in la; iances in a sex club 

US. 1985 

La Perouse noun alcoholic dunk Rhyming slang lor booze, from ihe 
name of a Sydney suburb Australia, mi 
lap job noun ti.D jjet of oral sex on a woman us is& 
lapper noun the hand yiC#? 

lappy noun in Queensland, a circuit of a street block in a vehicle 
done, especially repeated y, for entertainment Australia, 2003 

lap up; lap it up verb 1 

enjoy any distraction 01 entertainment uk mi 2 lo approve of and 

lar; lah; la noun nd. Mainly 

Liverpool use uk 1982 

larceny verb manipulate through insincere flattery us i960 
lard noun money UK, 19s* 

lard-ass; lard-arse noun an overweight person us rare 
lard-assed; lard-arsed adjective fat; ir) tie manner of a fit person 

US. 1967 

lard-butt noun a fat person, A i®i|Sfen of lard-ass/arse (a fat 
'person); literally fat ass us,im 

lard head noun a I ol. ( nventional ird’ i 1 11 white fat, hence 

the usage here as fathead us m 6 
lardy-arsed adjective ble I 1 1 11 in - iriatior 1 lard 

assed; combines conventional lard’ (a cooking fat) with 'arse' (the 
hottOfift}feK, 1999 

larf noun nonsense, rubbish us, 1X6 

Largactil shuffle noun the n nbling ill 1 heavily sedated 
prisoner Largact 1 M is a brand name for chlorpromazine, an anti¬ 
psychotic-drug UK 1996 

large noun in betting, the argest wagering unit Australia, m. 

► give it the large to boast, to brag UK 3 f 0 
large verb to live an extreme and hedonistic lifestyle to its fullest 
extent UK mi 

large adjective 1 2 husiastic US, 1967. 

3 very enjoyable, wonderful us rear ► have it large; give it 
large; have it - essive fashion 


large charge noun a big thrill us mi 

large chest for sale; large chest for sale - no drawers used 
by prostitutes as an advertising slogan. A punning euphemism, 
oertaiplyfthriltarfftim shopwindow postcards in the 1970s UK.2001 
large one; large noun one thousand US dollars; one thousand 
pounds sterling us 1972 
large-type adjective extremei.-pj'JWz 
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lark | latrine lips 


lark noun i a light-hearted adventure, a spree uk 1802. 2 a line of work 

lark vert to be criminally active. Puns on the senses 'a line of work' 
and 'behavi ijf mischievous)/ uk ms 
lark about; lark around verb to have fun by behaving foolishly or 
mischievously uk js« 

Larkin noun ► down to Larkin; for Larkin free, gratis, Possibly 
from larking (theft) Uk, 1977 
larking noun ifefejc ms 
larmer noun an alamdst Barbados, 19m 

larney; lanie noun a white man; a boss (it is possible to be both at 
once). Derogatory south Africa, me 

laroped; larrupt adjective 1 larrup (to thrash) uk. 


larp; larping noun the adult ret.recreati ig fantasy, generally 

quasi-mediaeval, adventures, such as those depicted in Tolkein's 
Lord of the Rings trilogy, usually performed with; more enthusiasm 
than skill or accuracy. An acronym of Vive-oction rote-$lay' or $jlg? 
playing’ that first appeared in the early 1990s uk, 2003 
larper noun From larp ijk 2003 

larrikin noun 1 a trouble-makir uti 1 1 II male; a thug or 
tough. From British dialect, recorded in Warwickshire and 
Worcestershire; originally a term of the greatest contempt and the 
youths so labelled were the subject of much C19 media hype. 
Journalist Nat Gould described them (1898) as 'hideous-looking 
fallows, whose features bear traces of unmistakable induljeftoe in 
every loathsome vice'. The amelioration orthe term takes on the 
difference between a 'healthy' disregard foraufrertty and social 
convention and an 'unhea l■ 1 y one \ustraua n «. 2 a fun-loving, 
good-natured mischief-maker; a scallywag. Seen as typically 
Australian and much romanticised in literature, as C J Dennis' 
character, the Senftmwia! Bloke: Now the prevailing sense 

MStgAUA, 1891 

larrikin adjective Australia, 1979 

larrikinismnoun 1 1 1 |ii Dlim m tra i,/.™ 2good- 

hearted playfiMess Australia, m7 
larrup verb to beat, to thrash, to hit vigorously uk 1823 
larruping noun a thrashing, ffp§v larrup (to beat) uk isb 
larry noun 1 in a card game, the player who has the last chance to 
act in a given situation us. ecu. 2 in carnival usage, an unproftable 
day or engagement us, me. ► doing a Larry working as a locum 
tenens, a (temporary) substitute in a professional medical position 


Larry adjective in circus and carnival usage, worthless us, 1939 
Larry Cadota noun a worthle novelt old in the circus or carnival 

larry-dooley noun nown. There is 

I II 1 in .ha boxer named Larry Foley (1890s), but 

this seems hardjy creditable Australia, 
larval stage noun the initial burst of enthusiastic and single-minded 
focus experienced oy computer enthusiasts us. 1991 
lase verb to print a document on a laser printer us, 1991 
lash noun 1 an attempt; a try-out; a go. I rom the earlier sense (a 
fight; fighting). Often in such phrases as 'have a lash at', 'give it a 
lash', et - 2 ►on the 

lash enagaged 111 1 he ni 1 rl I ins; ml fuest for pleasure 


lash verb to dispose of E lash (an act of 

► lash into lo something in a vigorous 
manner From Irish dialect ju 


lashed; lashed up adjective drunk. Possibly iffiS lash-up (a party) or 
directly from lash (an act of urination), hence a variation of pissed 


lasher noun a fen 1,1- 1 inly a; ie il is sexual Ireland, 

lashings noun plenty 1 im 


lash-up noun i rhea I in n i n 2 in informal social 

occasion, especially a party uk m s 

lason sa daga noun LSD I tom i.Fie initials, but of unknown origin 

last call noun death us. .$?< 

last card in the pack noun i-a smack. Theatrical rhyming slang uk 
i960. 2 dismissal from employment Rhyming slang for'sack’; 
sometimes abbreviated to 'last card' uk 1992 

last-card Louie noun 11 lad poker la 1 I tay in a hand 
until his last card, improbably hoping for the one card that catj" 
produce a w|*SjJBg hand us, mi 

last chance noun the upper balcony in a cinema favoured by homo- 

'sg4@isT&' im 

lastish noun the m 1 n I iblished leofa ingle-interest 

fth magazine us, m2 

last mile noun in prison, the walk frontjjjgideath cell to the 
execution chamber us, 1950 

last of the big spenders; last of the big-time spenders noun 

used ironically of a mean person, or ruefully of yourself Australia, 


LA stop noun a i ling to; it a traff ign I 1 top sign us »99 
last-out noun a work uf that 11 1 ipproximately midnight and 

ends eight KwS, later us 19® 

last rose of summer noun a hospital patient with an ever- 
melodramatic belief that death is neaff® 1994 
last waltz noun 11 it I III |ii ii 1 ndemned to death 

froKvfhe death ceil to the execution chamber us ms 
last week's pay noun used in horse racing as the epitome of speed 
AUSTRALIA, 1989 

last year’s fun on wheels noun aftaby in a pram us; mt, - 
lat; lats; lat-house noun a latrine. Mainly military use uk. os- 
latch noun a railway engine throttle us, 

latch verb tO ^ 

latchico nounIRELAND, 2003 

latchkey adjective (of a child) unsupervised at the end of the school 
day because of working parents us r 944 
latch low noun in trucking, a very low W6 

late adjective ► late as Ellick ilnl id \rbados, ms 
Late Late nickname The Late Li 1 1 >1 X ipular and long- 

rUnning'tetevSon chat-show hosted by Gay Byrne irbmid. j®s 
late-late show noun any television show that airs very late at night 

late-night noun 1 hi ticket m 1 the reet that is still valid. 
Prized by drug addicts desperate to raise funds lo buy their next 
dose us, 1989. 2 a party after a party us 2001 

late-nighter credit card noun a 

siphoning petrol out of other people's cars Canada, 19® 

late night line; late night noun cocaine uk 2002 
later; laters; lates; later on; late goodbye us r 954 
later for that! I don't like that idea at all! us rasz 
later for you goodbye us, 1983 

later, 'tater I later, with the 'tater 1 (potato) 

used only for the sake of reduplication us, 1978 
latex noun a condom us 1992 

lather noun a condition of excitement; agitation, anxiety uk 1839 

lathered adjective drunk;(^ *02 

LatinnounaMe k m L, tin -m 1 11 1 panish peaking person us 

latrine Gene noun I to be clean us. 


latrine lips noun 

vocabulary that is considered fou or obscene us me 





latronic | lay down 
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latronic later on us, mi 

lats noun i the 1 1 n les on the lower back us 1939. 

2 skis. Used in Michigan's Upper Peninsula us 2093 >see: lat 
latte adjective 

coffee, from which this derives - although lattso (milky) would be 
ff)0» correct Recorded in: contemporary gay use;* 2003 
lattie; latty noun a house or a flat Polari uk, ms9 

LA turnabout; LA turnaround noun a long-lasting amphetamine 


lau ve 


:o place. Polari uk, 1x7 

a laugh 


amusing, often used ironically uk, 1930 

laugh verb to l ► be away 

laughing ► laugh all the 

way to the bank I 1111 I 1 ml r-penally in the 
face of long 1 I ► laugh like a drain to 

laugh noisily; to guffaw. Referring the mi ushing of water 
down a drain or plughole ok um ► laugh your bollocks off to 
laugh uproariously us van ► laugh your nuts off to laugh 
uproariously, nuts (the testicles) punning on nut (ihe head), hence 
a dubious pun on the more conventional idiom laugh your head 
off us 2000. ► laugh your tits off to laugh a great deal uk, 1993 
laugh and a joke; laugh noun n 1 1 mile a cigar, a pipe 

or marijuana prepared for smoking Rhyming slang uk ism 
laugh and scratch verb leroin. Derives 

from physical reactions uk 1998 

laugher noun in sports, an easy and overwhelming victory us rem 

laughing academy noun a mental' i rRSf}|jiion us m7 
laughing boy; laughing girl noun used ironically as the title of a 
gloomy-looking person us, 1940 
laughing Buddha noun a vartetyiQfiCsD UK re% 
laughing farm noun a mental institution <£9$ 
laughing gear noun the m nth 1 ► wrap your 

laughing gear around to eat Australia, m2 
laughing grass noun r se tendency to 

laughter experienced by marijuana smokers us, 1954 
laughing jackass ™un 1 I I .1 1 1 jeguineae; a well- 

known Australian bird with a loud laugh-like call. Now but a little 
used ts^vn Australia. 179s 

laughing potato noun a new, dry potato Canada, ms 
laughing-sides noun elastic-sided boots Australia, 1937 

laughing tobacco noun marijuana uk 2003 
laughing weed noun marijuana. Derives from ihe tendency to 
laughtei exper 1 II 111 1 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 125 >see also: 

GIGGLEWEED 

launch noun in drag racing, a quick and powerful start us, 1 993 
launching pad noun 1 a place where LSD is taken. Punning both on 
pad (a place) and LSD as 'travel' us, me 2 a lavatory seat In a 
(moving) train. Inspired, by the image of an evacuation into space 

launder verb tc pass ill ten gains through tem of changes 
designed to legitimise their status UK 1973 
laundromat noun iney gained in 

piiwal enterprises A play on launder (to ctecnminalise money}: 

laundry nouni ve illegally 

gained money the appearance of legitimacy us, 1997. 2 In homosex¬ 
ual usage, a bulge in a man's Crotch. Humourous, suggesting that 
- th&bulge is produced by something otfrefthan the man's genitals 
;|s, im 

laundry queen noun dr circus and carniva usage, a female dancer 

Laura Norda noun law and et^^Ksr@wr mi 

Laurel and Hardy noun 1 ite rum) 

fehyffjing-slang, formed 1 from the names-.fef-ljjm comedians Stan 


Laurel (1890-1965) and Olivei Hardy ( 892-1957) uk m2. 2a 
yardie (a Jamaican gangster). Rhyming slang, based on film 
comedians. Stan Laur#JfS90-1965) and-Oliver Hatdy 0892^1957} 

lav noun 1 a wort: uk 2002. 2 a favatory Variant 'lawy' us 1913 
lavaliers noun the female breasts.us. ism 
lavender adjective effeminate, homosexual us, 1929 
lavender fascist noun an uncompromising, politically motivated 
'homosexual uk 1999 

lavvy-diver noun a plumber. I rom lawy' (a lavatory) uk Scotland, 


enforcement authorities us m 3 . 2 your parents. Teen si 
arrest us 193 5. 2 to Impersonate the police ft 




the 


purposes ol 

lawingnoun 1111- 1 "i n ter 1 iting 1 rolice flficei or criminal 

purposes uk 1956 

lawn noun a woman's j iuWt hair us 1934 
lax up verb I I i i. I a id ive effect is mo* 
lay noun i an act of sexual intercourse us ms. 2 a girl or a woman 
regarded as a sex-partner, usually with , modifying adjective such 
as easy, good, great, et tm. ms 

lay vert to have - M i i heard in the i iveuK rsoo ► lay 
a batch tc iccelerat n i n I ind in I ing to leave 
rubbei marks on lire road us rerre. ► lay a cable to defecate 
Australia 1979 . ► lay a fart to fart us. mi. ► lay a log to 
defecate. Extended fr n log i urd ► lay chilly to relax 

us i 98 i. ► lay dead i to remain silent us me. 2 to stay in one 
place; to stay still us 1949. 3 to Pile, to waste time fooling around 
Vietnam war usage us mu ► lay dog to lie motionless in the 
jungle. Vietnam wai reconr aissance patrol usage us mi. ► lay 
down some sparks 1 1 1 1 uddenly from rest, 

bringing the car frame or body into contact with the road and 
producing a; ► lay down the law to 

dogmatise, especial v in an argument; to insist on a mode of 
► lay eggs s ► lay 

heat to fart us ms. ► lay in the cut 1.0 wail in hiding us 197,. 

► lay it down 1 fall, causing 

the motorcyle anu the earth to meet; to irleni.iorially ihrow a 
motorcyle on its side in lire face of an impending accident us m2. 
2 to explain the rules of a carniva midway game 1.0 a potential 
customer us mi. ► lay it on 

us, 1975. ► lay it on thick; lay it on with a trowel; lay it on 

to do somethin in an 1 nanner ► lay on the 

iron in motor racing, to move inside another car on a turn, 
forcing it up and out of the fastest part of the track us m3. ► lay 
paper to pa; ► lay 

pipe (used 0 ► lay the leg to 

seduce or attempt lo seduce us sue ► lay the note to 
shortchange someone us 1977. ► lay the smack down to engage 
in a physical fight us urn. ► lay track to Ileus, 1992 
layabout noun an unemployed idler UK /.•«> 
lay and pay in casino blackjack games, the practice of laying hands 
down, turning them over, and paying or collecting -ill bets al once 

US , 1980 

layback noun a barbiturate, a central nervous system depressant us 

lay bear noun in the carnival, a stuffed bear given to a girl by a 
game operator in return for sex us, ms 
lay-by noun on il 1 il 1 pa ing track us W6 
lay dead! wail just a minute! leerr slang us, ms 


laydown noun 

lay down verb 1 to play in a musical performance us 
rfettissiTsi in custody uk 1996 
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laydown merchant | lean and linger 


laydown merchant noun a caminal who passes or distributes 
forged money uk 1996 

lay down misere noun a certainty A card-game usage brought into 
wider circulation Australia, 1966 
layer noun a bookmaker uk m 7 

layette ™un the equipment necessary to prepare and inject a 
narcotic m2 

lay-for-pay noun sex with a pfOstitute't/S tsss 
lay-in noun permission from prison authorities to remain in bed in 
your cell instead of working os, 1972 
lay into verb to attack verbally or physically uk im 
lay off rerfci in bettin 1 net I nil rl place a bet with 
another bookmaker to reduce the risk of loss Australia, m 7. 2 to 
stop aggravating or interfering, ©'Cease, Often as an imperativeui,- 

lay-off bet noun a hedgi ng bet Australia, rase 

lay of the day noun of the day 

AUSTRALIA, 1989 

lay of the land noun in circus and carnival usage, a lead dancer in a 
sexually oriented dance show us, mi 
lay-on noun a gift of drugs uk, 199? 
lay on verb to give us. 1936 

layout noun 1, 2 ]uipment used 

to prepare and inject, or smoke, narcotic drugs us. mi. 3 a soldier 
who lies hidden in ar$tif§ observing enemy moverj^h©. Korean 
war usage us me 

lay out verb to hi 1 11 - '11 timing Ireland, 2003 

lay up verb i to relax ( is, i *2. 2 to paint graffiti on train carriages 
while standing in a siding us, 1997 

Lazarus ball noun in pinball, a ball that passes between the flippers 
but then miraculously bounces back into plajputi, ws 
laziosis noun lazine pre ente< ith hum ur as a disease Belize, 1975 
lazy arm noun I film industries, a hand-held 

microphone boom uk i 960 
lazy-bones noun a, loafer, a jS&S&fi Me as? 
lazyitis noun lazine 1 med il nil 1 - ombination of 

'lazy' and the suffix -ms (used to create an imaginary disease) uk 


Lazy K nick. 


ne HM pi 


n Long Kesh, Military m Nomfm ik£t/we>, 


lazy lob noun a partial >#giAton of the .penis uk, 

lazy money noun 

lazy wind noun 1 Id, bid r m I tralia, 2003 
LBJ noun 1 LSD especial h 1 mbin I ith me other drug. 
Probably a jocular transference of initials with'Sfee of former US, 
President Lyndon Baines /ohnsor, 908-73 us. m2. 2 piperidyl 
benzilate, a hallucinogen us mo. 3 heroin uk im, 4 phencyclidine, 
rlhe-recfeatlofiaf drug known as PCPor artg# ctust uk 2002 
LBJ nii 

' I 

LBJ Ranch nickname the L I ti I nil i i kade South 
Vietnam. Playing on US President Lyndon B in 

johhsirjtigiity, Texas, outside Austin os, 1973 
L-bomb noun an explicit declaration of love us, 2002 
LB’s noun pounds, extra weight US, m6 
lead noun a pencil Barbados ms. ► get the lead out to stop 
dawdling, to huffy fciftys i 9 it 

lead verb ► lead up the garden path to lead onttfritice uk 1925 

lead balloon noun ► go down like a lead balloon; go over like 
a lead balloon of an action, t I - 1 received, to be 

unsuccessful, to fail us. 19m 
lead cocktail noun bullets us, 1949 


leaded adjective ffei n Borr in from the u mi lage of car fuel 
for application to the world of coffee drinks and, to. a lessor Sftdbt 
.’loft; drinks us 1996 

Leader noun ► The Leader Frank Sinatra, US singer ( 1915 - 98 ) us, 

leadfoot noun 1 li er h n tently drives faster than necessary 

fiS.«38 

lead-foot verb to last US, 1986 

lead in the pencil noun the ability of ,1 man to achieve an erection 
and ejaculate uR 1925 

lead joint noun in circus and carnival usage, a shooting gallery 
concession on the midway us, mi 
lead on, McDuff! 1 U tarted - mis quotation from 

Shakespeare's Macbeth ('Lay on, McDuff) that became a 
catchphrase uk im 

lead pants noun 

lead-pipe cinch noun an absolute certainty us im 

lead poisoning noun wounds inflicted by a gun. From the lead in 

IpUltetS US, 1883 

lead singer noun a leader of a criminal gang us, 1997 
lead sled noun 1 ruy aircraft that i 1 11 1 I 11 idei powered or 
unresponsive us mi. 2 a Cl -100 Canuck jet lighter aircraft. The 
tfircraft first flew in 1950 , and is also known as aluminium crow 
and the clunk 3 Allegedly from 

its heaviness during take off; the plane was produced from the 
early 1960 s to 1984 us, 2002. 4 the US Air I orce F -105 fighter- 
•bomber. So named bSdause it was the heaviest single-seat fighter 
plane in the world us, 1968. 5 in hot redding and drag racing, a slow 
car us. 1968 

leaf noun 1 marijuana us mi. 2 cocaine us. 1942. 3 a banknote. An 
extension of the imagery of lettuce (money) us, >929 
leaf colonel noun a liefitwant ttolohel us, 1946 
leafernoun a cheque, especially when forged or issued fraudulently 

leaf pipe noun 1 lit nr< ized pip >r moking marijuana uk 

league noun ► out of your league used of anything or anyone of 
a superior quality, to be out of youi league is to be of a lesser con¬ 
dition; pit-classed uk im 

leaguey noun Australia, 2003 

leak noun 1 an act of urination. Fheverb 'leak', found in 
Shakespeare as a vulgar synonym for 'urinate', has been 
supplanted by the noun use of the term us, 191 s. 2 an unauthorised 
disclosure of confidential .or secret information; thep®son making, 
such a disclosure us, mu. 3 in casino gamb ing, any dealer error or 
weakness us, mi 

leak verb 1 to urinate 1 a, ts9t . 2 to sweat uk mis 3 to ejaculate. Also 
embellished as 'leak out' or 'leak off Fiji, mu. 4 to weep us m3. 

5 to reveal secret or confidential information in an underhanded, 


leaker noun 1 in gamb ing, a bettor who loses large amounts of 
money quickly us, mm 2 in motoi racing, an engine that is not 
well maintained, whether or hot it actually leaks lubricants 1 or 
fiijsif'flluidSUS, 1993 

leak light noun in television and film-making, unwanted light us, 1990 
leaky bladder noun a ladder. Rhyming slang tR rm 
leaky faucet noun a urinary tract or reproductive system disorder 
causing a urinary 01 vaginal discharge us, ms 
leaky leak noun phem clidine th 1-1 1 1 nl drug known as PCP 
or angel dust us, 2001 

lean noun a combination of codeine-infused cough syrup and 
afelioi'-'or soda us 1998 

lean and linger noun a finger. Rhyming slang us. 1929 







lean and lurch | leg 
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leaping adjective drug-itt 

leaping heap noun a H; 


Lebanese gold; gold Lebanese; gold leb nc 


leccy; lecki noun electricity uk 

leccy; lecky adjective electric, as in 'lecky kettle', 'lecc 

ledgenoun m it i i i | i ii h irtening of legei 
lee-gate verb to peep us 
leem noun i mpl nept i n Canada, vm 
Lee Marvin adjective very hungry. Rhyming slang for 


leather adjective used for den< ting leati e i fe tishistic and sado- 


leather cesspool noun a bar or club that caters to low-life 
leathered adjective drunk. Denver, from leather (to thrash) 
leathering noun i | i i ical thr ling n verbal thrashing ui 

leatherneck noun >m an earlier ui 


leet talk; leet; I33t; leet speak; I33t 5p34k nc 


Lee Van Cleef; lee van noun beef (me Rhyming lang 
from the name of a US film actor, 1925-89 uk ms 
left and right noun a fight .iftfiyfniiig slang uk m 

left field noun ► out of left field 


ft Catholic Used by Northern Ireland 
ives from a turf-cutting spade that is. 
with thft.teft foot, but there is also a 


leave verb ► leave it i 

the subject. Often as an imperative ut m, 2 used imperative 
resist a temptation to get into a fight. A widely used call; for p 


left-handed adjective homo 

left-handed bricklayer no 
left-handed cigarette nou 
left-hander noun a crimina 


lefty; leftie noun 

lefty; leftie adjective politically lefl-vv 
leg nouni sex; women as sex objects 


► get the leg over; get your leg over; get a leg o' 
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leg | lemon pool 


stand o 


in argument or dispute, tc 


a defenceless pc 


leg verb to shoplift by hiding merchandise between your legs under 
a skirt us, 1972. ► leg a hand 11 pokei 0 erve the right to 
make a bet even though the player has a good hand us 1979. 

► leg it to walk, to walk fast, to hunr&Mj run away uk t pt 
legal noun a lawyer uk, 199 6 

legal aid noun lemon le. Glasgo 1.- lang k Scotland, ms 

legal beagle noun a I oly intelligent 

or keen us m9 

legal eagle noun a lawyer us, 1939 
legalese noun in omputing 11 renet able rnguage us, 1991 
legal high noun any substance that is not restricted by drug control 
legkLnoi 11'11; 11 mmics (or k, c akrec: ;o runic) the effect oi an 
illegal drug uk, 2004 

legalize it verb in trucking, to slow down to the speed limit us, 1976 
legal needle noun the legal speed linjff| 1976 
leg bail noun escape from jail or prison uk 1759 
leg before wicket; LBW noun 1 ti ket e eciall in the sense of 
something pleasing 01 satisfying Rhyming slang, from the 
ctfekating term (and its abbreviation) uk m2 
leg bus noun the adult leg her ill 1 1 ml nrrying/d ragging a 
child alonj|uic.OT2 

legend noun 1 . 2 urfer with an 

old-fashioned, long surfboard Australia, 1991 
legend adjective excellent, admirable Ireland, 2003 
leger noun a stand at a rai e( urse me istance from the finishing 
post After St Leger, a famous English horse ace Australia, 1907 
legger noun ► do a legger to run away, to escape on foot Ireland, 

legginsnoun the rubbing of the penis between the thighs of another 
man until r^Sdthing orgasm us. im 
leggner noun a year's prison sentence ijk mo 
leggo! jet urgent slovenirjgL^ 1 m 


leggo beast noun |i m 1 11 man 

leggy noun a cord attached to a surfer and their surfboard us 19, 

leg irons noun climbing irons used in electric and telephone lir 


legit noun ► on the legit legitimate; legitimately us, mo 
legit adjective i legitimate uk 1909. 2 used to describe serious theatre 
(drama, as opposed to variety, revue, etc), the afflitfg or an actor 
employed therein uk ms 
legit adverb honestly, feg/timately uk 1908 
legits noun dice that have not been altered us, 1977 
legless adjective 1 drunk ijk, mo. 2 in horse racing, lacking ability 
AUSTRALIA, 1989 


legman noun mi 1 I I 1 1 rk us. 1923 

lego noun an infantry soldier, not attached to an airborne division us 

leg of beef noun a fthytriing slang uk m2 

leg of lamb noun Jocular alteration of legend 

AL$fHMjA, 7996 

leg of mutton; leg noun a byjjgh- Rhyming slangpif 1992 
leg of pork noun chalk Rhyming slang uk ms 
leg opener noun something, usually an alcoholic drink, which assists 
in persuading a woman into having sexual intercourse Australia, 


legover; leg over noun ventional sex¬ 

ual intercourse. Often in phrases 'a bit of leg over', 'get your leg 


leg piece noun a dance performance in which the female dancers 
are scantily dressed or naked us. 1973 

leg-pull noun an PULL SOMEONE'S LEG 

leg-rope verb to marry or tie down in a relationship new Zealand, mo 
legs nouni in dm rtertainment indi 1 1 in powerand 

continuing popularity us, 19 1 2 stamina in sport; staying power 
Australia, 1986. 3 the duration of the intoxication from a central 
nervous system stimulant us i s 4 (of a shot in pool) 
momentum, force us. mm. 5 an ability to continue or last Australia, 

1995 . 6 a bicycle messenger ►do your legs in police 

slang, to se ► have 

legs all the way up to your armpits/bum to have long, 
beautiful legs Australia, 1944 

leg show noun t egged female 

dancers uk m2 

Leicester square; leicester noun a chain Rhyming slang uk 799s 
lekker; lecker adjective pleasant, excellent, delicious, etc. From 
Afrikaans'S?Um/nR 7 C 4 , m7 

lei; lell verb to take. Polari; the original Romany sense implied 
seizure or arrest uk im 

lem noun a person who is on his or her own. A shortening of 
uecnoo'. Teen slang uk 2003 
lemac noun a OSSel* cigarette us, 1989 ■ 

lemon noun 1 in used tr tie mechanicall un tund vehicle, or 
one with a dubious history uk cm;,. 2 a simple-minded fool us, 1906. 

3 anything or anyone that is undesirabe. Probably from the least 
valuable symbol on a fruit-machine us cue. 4 in marketing, a 
woman who lives alone and is unlikely to be interested in financial" 
sector products Fruit-machine imagery, informed by the previous 
sense; the complete opposite is a plum uk cm. 5 a lesbian. 

Perhaps playing on fruit Australia 79s. 6 a heavily diluted narcotic 
us 1952. 7 a woman's pubic hair, hence the vagina uk 1976. 8in 
pool, a person who loses intentionally us, 1990. 9 a light-skinned 
black person us 1970. ► up the lemon; up the lemon puff 
pregnant. Rhyming slang for up the duff (pregant); a lemon puff is 
a popularffscu.it uk 2001 
lemon adjective ostentatious uk 2000 

lemon 714noun a tablet of the recreational drug methaqualone, 
best known as Quaaludes™. Quaaludes™ were originally 
tjianiifectured by Rorer, arid were stamped 'Rorer 714'. Lemon 
eventually bought the patent from Rorer, continuing the: 714' 
stamp. Virtually all pills stamped with 714' today are couSfgtjiit 

lemonade noun 1 a spade, either as a suit of cards or In the 
offensive slang sense of a black person uk 1992. 2 poor quality 
■hfetptngQften shortened to 'lemon' us, 
lemonade verb in poolroom betting, to miss a shot or lose a game 

intentionally us, m? 

lemonade stand noun the sma I house-like cabin on a lobster boat 

lemon and dash noun 

lemon and lime noun time. Rhyming slang uk 1992 
lemon and limes noun a variety of MDMA, the recreational drug 
best known as ecstasy uk 096 

lemon barley noun cocaine. Rhyming slang for Charlie uk /cut. 
lemon curd noun 1 iung 11 tn I ming langforBiRD. 
Sometimes abbreviated to lemon' uk 1988. 2 a piece of excrement, 
ipiyming slang for turd uk ms 
lemon drop noun 1 1 J 11 Hi n in Ian for cop. 

Sometimes abbreviated to 'lemon' uk 1998. 2 a birth control pill. 
Alluding to a popular hard sweet us, nm 
lemon flavour; lemon noun a favour. Rhyming Slating uk 199s 
lemon player noun a person who plays lemon pool us, ms 
lemon pool noun yer lets an 

opponent win until high stakes are bet and then wins, making it 
look like he was artlemely kljiSky jjo 





lemon pop | lettuce 
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lemon pop noun i piece of plastic r thin metal used to slip 
between the moulding and the top of the window on push-button 
locking cars, from which a loop of dental floss is dropped over the 
post on. the door and yanked to open the door us, m6 
lemon squash noun a wash. Rhyming slang UK m 
lemon-squeezer; lemon noun a fellow, a man. Rhyming slang for 

lemon squeezy adjective am an elabor¬ 

ation Of EASY-PEASY UK t998 
lemon tart noun a ftrt, Rhynrrimg Sang uk 2003 
lemon tea noun urination; an act of urination. Rhyming slang for 
wee or pee, perhaps inspired by the appearance of the drink UK,, im 
lend noun a loan A colloquia or dialect term, also recorded In 
Australia and New Zealand UK $0 
length noun the pern 11 1 len ere vze \land 2002. 

► you would not walk the length of yourself used of a very 
lazy person uk Scotland, ms 

Len Hutton noun 1 button Rh 1 ling Ring, formed from the name 
of a famous cricketer, 1916.-9SJ; probably qgjpfigdf in useuc m 
lenllo noun a marijuana cigarette USj&gi: 

Len Lott adjective hot. Rhyming slang alluding to an Australian 
jockey Australia, 1m 

Lenny the Lion noun 1 u I 1 ual Hi ming slang for iron 
(iron hoof), which is itself rhyming s ang foi poof (a male homo¬ 
sexual); formed from the name of a ventriloquist's dummy, a 
Slightly effeminate lion, created by Terry Hall, popular on UK 
(television during the 1950s and 60$ uk, m2 
leno noun marijuana; a marijuana cigarette Spanish for a log us , 1955 
lenos noun p hm 1 11 he recreational In In n as PCP or 
angel dust Probably related to leno (marijuana) us, raw 
lens noun a dose of LSDftjB us, im 

Leo Fender; Leo adjective I ng for bender (a 

homosexual). Leo Fender (1909-91) was an inventer and designer 
of electric guitars UK m2 

Leo Sayer noun an event that lasts all day, especially a drinking 
spree or a rave. Rhyming slang for 'all-dayer', based on the name 
of singer/songwriter Leo Sayer (b.1948)ux; 2002 
Leo's loot noun the major [rorhort ol cr'irfnal poof ts. A play on 
‘host^-share’ uk, 1956 

lepping noun in 1 11 I emotional state irelane 
lepta adjective eleven-utcijte 

lergy lerg noun a con ease us, 1947 >see: 

DREADED LURGI 

Leroy noun used as a term ol address by US soldiers for black 
satefers from the rural south ts mi 
les noun a lesbian uk ms 
lesb adjective lesbian US 7968 

lesbian bed death noun a marked drop in libido experienced in 
some long-term lesbian relationships us 7994 

lesbie noun a 1x6 

lesbie friends noun t pair - I hian Punning 11 lesbie and the 
phrase let's pe friends". GeftSfSiliy'.tiled by teenagers as an 
innuendo Australia, my 
lesbo; lezbo noun a lesbian us, 1927 
lesbro noun a male who prefers the company of lesbians. A 
icOEDpBpa.af lesbian and brother UK 2005 
les girls noun lesbians us, m2 

lesionaire noun m AID latienf Gallo hur.. to an extreme us, 


leslie noun a lesbian us, 1x7 

Leslie Ash verb to urinate: Rhyming slang fprS lash, formed froiiij: 
tha Bdme of the British actress (b.1960) uk 2003 


leso; lezo; lezzo adjective ieStf&n fiusrRAUA. 
lessie noun a l.asb-iaftai rasa 
lessie adjective lesbian Australia, msr 

let verb ► let fly bally uk ;ss9. 

► let it all hang out to behave in an uninhibited manner; to 
be free of convention; to hide nothing Origina ly black musicians' 
usage; adopted into the counterculture of the 1960s and 70s, t#f 
absorbed into ihe psychobabble of 'alternative' and 'new age' 
therapies, where t remair 111 n ► let off; let one 

off; let go; let one go; let one loose to fart uk 1 ► let on 

to reveal a secret ijk 1725. ► let rip to let go with considerable, or 
maximum ► let someone 

down easily; let someone down gently to disappoint 
someone in as non-hurtful a manner a-, possible uk tm. ► let 
someone have it to attack someone, to give someone a beating 
or a severe reprimand, the ambiguous nature of the phrase 'Let 
him have it Chris' is key to understanding the 1952 murder of a 
policeman by teenager Chrfs.-Cjfcaig: did the instruction given by 
19-ybaf-old Derek Bentley mean hand over the gun to the police 
officer, or shoot him? Bentley was executed and posthumously 
pardoned. The 1991 film of the crime is entitled Let Him Have It 
uk 1848. ► let the eel swim upstream @ .tt^ve sex.L&,3p® 
letch; lech noun 1 : uk 1796. 2 a lecher 


letch; lech verb to behave lecherously; to -ogte-ps' ht&- 
letch water noun pre-orgasm penile ecretion emen. Ultimately 
com© ftam ’tephetyf uk m2 

letchy; lechy adjective lecherous uk 19m 
letdown noun a disappointment . Ok >*> 

let George do it! on the rail 1 1 -1 1 hi imorous attempt to 

delegate an unpleasant task Pullman porters, low men on the 
food chirp of railway workers, were known as George us, t$y$ 
let in on ver6to:,admitt@ft4.secretus 1929 
let it lay! forget about ijj;:® i»z 

let's be having you! used as a summons to work. This phrase also 
serves as (he foundation for a well-known slang-pun on the 
location of lesbians: 'Lesbie Avenue- uk 1984 

let's face it! or an honest 

appraisal of the fects when confronting or discussingsomethihf 
ifiten used as meaningless verbal padding.iijj.®37 
let's get ready to rumble! 1 rofacompe 

tition of some sort Made famous by Mic hae Buffer, who 
introduced boxing, sporting and entertainment events with: the■ 
signature 'let's get ready to rumble’, Wildly popular fmmany 
contexts US early 1990s 

let's have some! let's fight A call to arms uk 2000 
let's squirm, worm used as an invitation to dance us. no, 
let's talk trash used as a formulaic greeting us, 1951 
letterbomb noun a piece of e-mail with features that will disrupt the 
■Computers-of some or all recipients us,im 
letter from home noun a black.African us, wtg 
letterhack noun a fan wl ty other fans us rezs 

letters noun thn e ill iations of degr I me, 01 other edu¬ 
cational qualifications, hdnBtKSVor awards for gallantry that are 
displayed after a person's ngm im. mi 
letterzine noun a fan magazine that only publishes letters us >976 
let the dog see the bone!; let the dog see the rabbit! a 
catchphrase used by, or of) someone who wishes to do or see 
^metbingi ux; mi 

lettie noun a lesbian i Ian iginating among those known in 
the racial categorisation of South Africa as Cape coloureds south 


letties noun I - plural of letty' (a 

bed) uk tm 


leso noun a lesbian AUsrmiA, 1941 


lettuce noun moue e >eciall 1 per money us, 1903 







399 


lettuce leaves | lie box 


lettuce leaves noun i i | ly one-poi id notes. Used by 
beatniks of the late 1950s and early 60s; extending tfrefaagery of 

jPj$hS$j* 1366 

letty verb 

level noun ► on the level honest, truthful, trustworthy. Also used 
®-®!rSctverbi6; 


level adjective gOO'd 4 fi*5elle««M4£H 1993 
level; level with verb to peak i ret I inestl in ire frank about 
something previously concealed, hr tell the truth us, 1921 
level best noun your absolute best or utmost us, 1851 
levels noun legitimate, square, unaltered dice os t$so 
levels on the splonk noun in betting odds, evens. Used in racing 
circles, especially amongst bookmakers* 1x7 
levels you devils; levels noun in betting odds, evens *, 1x7 
leviathan noun a heavy ha er of horses Australia, 1S74 
leviathan adjective 0 n bookmaker or gambler) wealthy, heavy 
betti ng AUSTRALIA, 1950 

Levy and Frank; levy noun an act of masturbation;;aipj: used as a 
verb. Rhyming slang for wank, formed from Hie name of a well- 
known firm .of public house and restaurant proprietors * mss 
Lewinsky noun rn act of oral se I u 1 1 1 1 le p 1 ive phrase 'get 

a Lewinsky' but the active 'give good Lewinsky’ has been used. In 
1995 Monica Lewinsky was a White House intern; she was a central 
figure in US President Bill Clinton's later attempt to exclude oral 
sex from a general ctefirftibn of sexual relations us, 1999 
Lex nickname i the Federal II it tii H : i in Lexington, Kentucky 
us, mm. 2 a Lexus car us 1997 
lez noun a lesbian us, irs® 

lez verb ► lez it up to behave (sexually) as lesbians uk 2003 

lez adjective 

lezo; lezzo noun a .'tertian AUSTRALIA, 1945 

lezza noun a lesbian uk 2002 

lezzer noun a lesbian. MMijSfajA, ms 

lezzie; lezzy noun a lesbian Usually offensive us. mis 

LF gear noun the proceeds of a long firm fraud UK 

liamba; lianda noun cannabis. African slang us; 2001 

liar verb to tell lies * 1999 


Hard noun a pal h log il liar \nd tobago, 2003 

liar's bench noun a settee in front of a country store us, 1x3 
lib noun 1 //deration. Usually allied to a specific political cause, most 
famously 'women’s lib' uk 1970. 2 liberty uk. 1 m. 3 Librium™, a 
branded depressant uk, 2003 

lib verb to release from prison Abbreviated from 'liberate' uk 2000 

libber noun a femin 1 It.1 Liberation r the name for 

fhfsfejBtist movement of thglate 1960s 
libbo noun a liberty * 2000 
libe; libesnoun a library* f^| 

liberate verb 1 uring World 

War 2, and then recycled by the political and cultural'lefyp-Jpf 
1960s us. 1944. 2 lo take control of* 196s 
liberated adjective free from narr n entii lal thinking us, 1970 
liberati noun a notional grouping of people who promote liberal 
principles. Formed with the suffix -erati. Used, in a derogatory 
sense, by British prtiltioran David Blunkett * 2004 
liberation noun 1 theft in the name of a cause. Said either with 
irony ora complete lack afiipnjoupdepending on the seif' 
righteousness of the speaker us, 1970. 2 left-wing politics us, 196s 
liberty noun 1 1 1 up n I 


liberty act noun in the circus, an act in which horses perform 
without riders us, 1973 
library noun a brakevan (caboose) us, me 


lice bin noun a dirty, unsanitary place us, 1971 
license noun freedom to break the law in an area by virtue of having 
police 

-licious suffix used in 1 In 1 1 il 1 ener I 1 generic charac- 
^Juristic to describe the object as especially attractive within# with 
■regard to the genre * 2002 

lick noun 1 a musical phrase UK m2. 2 a small amount US, ism. 3 in 
betting, a huge win Australia. 4 a robbery * 2002. 5 a fast 
speed uk m/ 6 an intoxicating experience with crack cocaine * 
2coo. 7 any mistake, from a slight error to a complete disaster. 
Vietnam war usage us, 1991. 8 oral sex us, 1973. 9 a serving of ice¬ 
cream new Zealand, ms. ► the lick ariyllfrg dial is currently con¬ 
sidered as stylish, fashionable or best uk. 2003 
lick verb 1 to beat, to thrash uk 1535. 2 to shoot and kill us, 1994. 3 to 
move or act quickly Bermuda, n 85 . 4 to smoke (marijuana) Jamaica, 
2000. ► lick arse; lick ass h lehave ir r subserx lent manner. A 
variation of kiss arse ug/959. ► lick butt to behave 1 /set lent 
A variation of kiss butt us, 1990 t>see: kiss arse. ► lick like 
lizard to use a technique ot short, quick laps while performing 
oral sex on a v ► lick shit - crack cocaine 

for a short-lived sensation ol intoxication uk mu. ► lick the cat 
to perform oral sex on a woman us ms. ► lick the dew off her 
lily to engage in oral sex on a woman us 2001. ► lick the rock to 
use crack cocaine UK mx 

lick about verb ARBADOS, 1965 

lick-box noun i women * 1949 

lick down verb mssion. Elaboration 

#uoc Seat)*, 1994 
licked adjective defeated*:#?* 

lickety-split adverb speedil h ill n Ir li idle variations 
(■'On- 1831 and uncertain spel ing from 1848 * i83i 
lickle; Iikkle adjective little. Originally childish and twee as fickle 
me’ and 'ickle me', and continues to be so Contemporary use in 
UK black patois, however, isufrof cute * 1994 
lick length phrase used to refuse or reject. 'To lick length' (the 
penis) is 'to perform oral sex', used here to suggest an extremely 
unlikely alternative * 2001 
lick-mouth noun a gossip Barbados, 1x5 
lick-mouth adjective alacioi I 9 11 I inappropr el 
concerned with the business of bthers eiarbados mso 
lick my helmet! - reject. Based on 

helmet (the head of the penis) uk, 2001 
lick papers noun the thin paper used to roll a marijuana cigarette. A 
term first applied to paper used to hand-ro tobacco cigarettes, 
and then later, and briefly, to paper used to roll marijuana ciga¬ 
rettes*. 1986 

licks noun a be it 11 Fron 1 - ill 1 I I 1 blow) Probably 
sirtcediate C 18 , contemporary usage mtaStly black*, 1994 

licorice stick; liquorice stick noun a clarinet*:#® 
lid noun 1 a hat us, isu. 2 a motorcyle helmet with face protection us 
1994. 3 a submarine hatch cover uk 1979. 4 in a card game, the top 
card of the deck us, mis. 5 an approximate measure (variously 
twenty-two grams, or one to two ounces) of loo*.tincleaned 
marijuana. Derived from the lid <#» tobacco tin, a convewen|- 
measure of sufficient marijuana to roll about forty cigarettes * 

1966 >see: saucepan lid. ► on its lid 
us jiv. ► out of your lid drug-intoxicated uk 2003. ► put the 
lid on; put the tin lid on 1 bring some 

activity or enterprise to an (unwe come) end ijk, 1909 
lid-poppers noun an amphetamine or other central nervous system 
stimulant. The 'lid" in question is a head us, 1971 
lid-proppernoun I nervous system 

■sorhtBant* 1 x 7 

lids noun units#piifrenpy 2003 

lie verb to talkf||,.#z3. ► lie through your teeth to life deliberately 


lie box noun a polygraph us, 1955 
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lie-down noun in prison, time spent in the segregation unit owe mo 
lie down verb in pool, to play below your skill level to lure strangers 
into piling against you for money u|; im 
lie low verb to be in hiding; to behave in a manner that ought not 
' ‘W attract attentiofii owe ism 
lie sheet noun a truck driver's logJsdOkus, mi 
lieut; loot noun a lieutenant us, 175s 
lieuty noun a keutSpant' us. ism 

life noun life 111 ipr nment ► go for your life to 

► have a 

life; get a life rk, family, 

friends and interests us, uso. ► in the life homosexual us, /■*:;. 

► not for the life of you e | i.. bilty of your 

doing, underst in In n thir H ert 1 “ ik, im ►the 

life 1 the criminal lifestyle; the lifestyle of prostitution us, mo. 

2 the business and lifestyle of professional wrestling us, im. 

► there's life in the old dog yet; there's life in the old girl 
yet he, or she, is still very much alive, and, especially, capable of 
sexual activity uk, ask 

life and death; life noun hre th, especia In 1 breath. Rhyming 
slang UK 1S92 

lifeboat noun release from prison as a result of parole board action 
'Of a commutation of sentence v$im 
lifed-up adjective sentenced to life imprisonment uk 2002 
life in London noun used lor describing an easy, carefree lifestyle 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGG 1931 

life jacket noun a condom. Safe sex saves lives us, ms 
life off verb to sentence someone to life imprisonment uk 2000 
life of Riley noun 1; 11 I I 1 ire Occasionally 

spelt 'Reilly' UK 1919 

life on the installment plan noun a series of prifCfi sentences 
with brief periods of freedom between, which have the cumulative 
effect of a life sentence us, 1949 

lifer nouni ra62. 2 a 

prisoner sentenced lo penal servitude lot ife Australia, 1827. 3 a 
person who has been given a traffic ticket Ironic usage us, ras 4 . 4 a 
drug addict® 

lifer's dream noun 1 i let-made fy[ '1 it bine rifle, used by 
thtt-^sth Vietnamese and Viet Cong during the Vietnam war. 
Treasured as-ifeultimate war trophy by US Marines in VfetbWt US, • 


life saver noun heroin.® 

Liffey water noun t rter (ale 1 I h been 1 ait, especially 
Guinness™. Rhyming slang Latei use is heavily influenced by the 
association of Guinness with water drawn in Dublin from the River 
Liffey uk mi 

lift noun 1 the act of shoplifting < is. mi. 2 the early euphoric sen- 
Miit) after iiffl|'a®ugus 19 73 

lift verb 1 to steal (ik 1526. 2 to arrest. UK 1979. 3 to work out with 
weights us. 1190. 4 10 transfer matter from one periodical to 
another Used by journalists and printers uk mi 
liftbird noun any troop transport plane. Vietnam war usage us. m2 
lift doesn't go to the top floor descriptive of:Se : fssi©H« 1999 
lifted adjective drug-intoxicated us, m2 
lifter noun an explosive charge Mining slang new Zealand, ms 
liftie noun a skM/fif operator Canada, 1996 
lift-one-drag-one noun ced limp us. 1997 

lift-op noun a ski -lift operator us. ms 

lifts noun hydraulic lifts insta led in a car, operated from within the 
car body to make the car rise-bf.fell : $uddenly. A key component of 
a LOWRiDER's'^r®,: 

lig noun a mu 1 1 In 11 ill - ent uk m3 

ligger noun a shameless name-dropping hanger-on attached to a 


light noun a tracer bullet us iso 

light verb ► light a shuck to depart suddenly, to move fast. This 
phrase is derived from the use of flaming cornhusks for light 
Canada, 1903. ► light the rugs 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 celeiate in a 

fashion that rr ► light the wienies 

inOT| racing, tj smoke the tyres when the race begins 
light adjective i sh ii inn I espe il mm- i itext of a payment 
owed us, 1955. 2 in poker, owing chips to the co lective bet on a 
hand us m7. 3 (used ol an arrest warrant) susceptible to attack by 
a skilled defence attorney us razj. 4 unarmed; without a weapon 

light across the carpet adjective homosexual uK'm$ 
light and bitter noun a shitter (in all senses) Rhyming slang, 
formed from a mix of be&B uk arts 
light artillery noun i the equipment needed to inject a drug us mo. 


light, bright, damn near white; bright, white and dead white 

adjective i ' i i 4 person) very light-skinned us 1945 
light colonel noun a lieutenant colonel us m* 
lightem noun crack cocaine. Evocative of the urging light 'em up' 

lighten verb ► lighten the tongue to avoid Creole and make a 
point of using convei tional Eng ish Belize, mo 
lighten up verb 1 be ne I 1 1 ilm down to cease 
aggravating. Often an imperative; from the conventional sense 'to 
relieve (the heartg|piM$f us ®* 
lighter noun a crewcut haircut leen slang ns 1951 
light-fingered adjective inclined lo thievery uk cm 
lightfoot noun a sneak thiff uk 1996 

light green noun 1 a white per 1 1 1 Marine usage in 

Vietnam us mi. 2 marijuana, especial v inexpensive, low grade 
m 3 

lighthouse noun in dominoes, a double played by a player who has 
no matching pieces us 19&4 

light housekeeping noun cohabitation as an unmarried couple us 
lightie noun a child uk 2000 

light infantry noun bedbugs, body lice and/or fleas us 1949 

light in the loafers au/eenve n 11 - 1 I 1 1 I II 

fashioned euphemism ,®, 1957 

lightning noun any amphetamine, methamphetamine or other 
central nervous system stimulant us 1977 
lightning and thunder noun whisky andrsfiefe ® J 
lightning bug no™ a heli pte quipped with ) powerful search 
light or flares, usually teamed with several gunships us, 1990 
lightning flash noun LSR A Sedition on flash uk ms 
lightning hashish noun hi; I by dealers for 

their own use® ®s? 

light off verb to experience an orgasm us 1971 

light of love; love noun a | ; slang uk mo 

light of my life noun a w with ironic or 

parodic intent uk 199s 

light on adjective in rse SU[ I STRALIA 1944 
light on her feet adjective (of a man); 'bomosexuaj I&,m7 
light out verb hurry us isos 

light pipe noun fibre optic cable us, mi 
light rations noun n horse acing a dr tii diet undertaken by a 
jockey to lose weight Australia. 1989 
lights noun 1 th- - - 2 in I ker, the chi; >>wed by a player 

who bet without sufficient funds to back his bet us, 1990 
lights on but there's nobody home; lights on but nobody 
home said of someone wh ippear I - 1 in il but is empty- 
headed.®. 1990 
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lights out! | limp out; limp 


lights out! used to warn of the presence of police us, 1997 
light stuff noun al drug us, 1969 

light up verb 1 to light a cigarette or a pipe, etc uk «r. 2 to share 
drugs with others us, 1922. 3 to shoot someone us, m7. «to train a 
police car's red I iglnt Ofrt'a'>(~ar jsb? 
lightweight noun 1 a person who f&fiOt taken as a serious threat us, 
1878. 2 a marijuana smokei who cannot consume as much of the 
drug assjpers us, 2001 

light years noun :e or style 

between one thing and anothei rom the conventional measure 
of the distance light travels in a year uk 1971 
like verb ► like a price in ho e rat ng to h II 1 horse back from 
winning unless the odds omihe horse areiiMfrus, raw 
like adverb 1 (precedin rn ad ti n the n inner described, eg 
like crazy' us, 1959. 2 in a mannei of speaking; as it were 10c l778 - 
3 (after an adjective) in the manner described Performing the 
function of the suffix ly' wStraua. tssr 
like conjunction as. A conventional Cl 6 usage that is now considered 
poor oruwcppyentioinal: inglish uk, im 
like 1 used for reducing the specificity, precision or certainty of what 
is being said, eg 'could yfiti like help me?'. In the wake of disaster, 
use of'like' all but disappears. Linguist Geoffrey Nunberg first 
observed thijraftfr-shbotings at a San Diego high school in March 
2B01, and language columnist Jan Freeman of the Boston Globe 
made the same observation after the terrorist attacks in New ferk 
and Washington on 11th September 2001. There is no need for 
2 used in Informal 

speech as inconsequential ornamentation us, m2. 2 used as an 
introduction t< ► be like used for 

indicating a quotation, or a paraphrase of what was said, scan 
interpretation: of what was said, or a projection of what was 
thought but-not saidus 1982 

like anything adverb in intensifier uk 

like a plasterer's radio adjective semen-spattered uk 2002 
like as not; as like as not adverb probably, possibly, ]$gj| uk 1897 
like beef? do you want to fight? Hawaiian youth usage us, mi 
like butter! nice, smooth, lovely A catchphrase from a Mike Myers 
Saturday Night Li^^ius, m2 

like hell! used a in exprc ion 1 I leliel 1 intradiction arc 7922 
like it's my job used as an intensifier us, 2003 
likely adjective ► a likely story > I 11 nr H an expression of 
profound disbelief uk 1984 
like no other adverb extremely us, 2002 
like real used 1 1 1 11 loubl \pore, 2 oo 2 

like that adjective I I 1 iated (often ie c 11 bed with an 
aceGrtipanying gesture). May be figurative or metaphorical uk tm 
likewise I agree, especially when reci[ tir >mpiiment. Often 

in thelparodic) elaboration 'likewise, I'm. Sure’ Canada, 1 m 
I'il noun not much us resz 
I'il adjective little A colloquial contraction UK mi 
Ml noun the female breast Usually in the plural uk, 2003 
lilac adjective 
lill noun the hand uk 2002 

Lilley and Skinner noun 1 dinner Rhyming s ang; after the shoe 
shop, established in 1835 uk 1976. 2 a beginner uk 1961 
Lillian Gish noun 1 if -I ning lang base< on the name of film 
actress Lillian Gish (1893-1993) uk i960. 2 an act of urination; 
<4rine Rhyming slang for pish uk ress 

Lillian Gished adjective drunk, Glasgow rhyming slang for pished, 
formed from the name of film actresjtiijfian Gish (1893-1993) UK: 
SCoftAND, 1988 

lillies noun the:-j%h#ts 1973 

Lilly; Lily; Lilly F-40noun 1 4 1 - 1 - il tal sodium, brand 
name Seconal"-', a barbiturate. I rom the manufacturer us 19m 


lily noun 1 the p scribing 

urination as knock the dew off the lily us, urn. 2 an ear-trumpet. 
Also used figuratively, as iff 'get your lily at the key-bble' : (to 
eavesdrop) uk. 1979 

Lily; Lily Law; Lilly Law; Lillian; Lucy Law noun used as a 
personification of a police officer, esper Lilly a policeman; the 
police. An example of camp trans-gender assignment. Sometimes 
accompanied by Inspector Beastly, us, mo 
lily on a dustbin noun something out of place; an incongruous 

thing austIialia rw 

lily pad noun a flat disc of wood. British Columbian logging usage 
CANADA, 1989 

Lily the Pink; Lilly noun a drink. Rhyming slang, based on 'Lily the 
Pink' a popular song which begins 'We'll drink-a-drink-a-drink' uk, 

lily-white noun 1 the hand us, ms. 2 an unidentified terrorist with 

no history or past picin .I 1 Used during a 

report on a bomb explosion, in Eildg, West London, BBC TBIe^$idh 
News, 3 rd March 2001 uk 2txtt' 

lily-white adjective | pulated entirely I Li people discriminating 
against black people us. 1903 
lily whites noun bed sheets, ys, 1946 

lima noun marijuana Possibly implying Peruvian cultivation uk, 1998 

limb noun ► on the limb se forced to 

the outside us, 1964. ► out on a limb in a difficult or exposed 
position us, 1897 

limberneck noun 111 - - 1 line >rl Im man helper or 
groundman. So named because of the need to look upwards alt 

datfjj$,.i980 

limbo noun 1 2 led in Colombia. 

Possibly derived from the effect of intoxication us. mi 
limbo log noun in m 1 itan il 1 1 tre In it -1 hanging the trail 

;% approximately face height uk. 1992 

limburger noun I rom the song ‘Dance 

' tfiis Mess Around' by the us 1984 
limby; limbi enoun an amputee, especially a member of the armed 
forces who has lost a limb NtwZ ealand, 1978 
lime verb 1 to relax; to loiter uk 2005. 2 to take part in an informal 
gathering trinidad and tobago, mu 3 in the illegal production of 
alcohol, to whitewash the interior of a fermenter us, 1974 
lime acid noun LSQUSi * 1 # 
limer noun an idler Barbados 19m 
limeskin noun a woriWyt felt hat Barbados, jsss 
limeynounaBri 'lime-juicer', from 

the compulsory ration of lime juice that was issued in the British 
Navy: originally usecj of British immigrants in Australia, New 
Zealand and South Afrnaj in this more general -sense since 19 -# 

limey adjective British- Australia, tm 

limit noun the maximum irison ser 1 1 i given offence us. 1949. 

► go the limit ► the limit 

the degree of anything that is the extreme (or beyond) of what 
you are prepared to tolerate It may be 'the dizzy limit', 'the giddy 

► the sky's the 

limit ess uk 1933 

limo noun a //mgps'ba US, 1929: 

limo adjective luxurious ■ -on- the luxury afforded by a limo (a 
limousine) UK iw 

limp vert in poker resen/e th right to make a bet even though 
holding a good hand us, 1979 
limp adjective drunk. US, 1982 

limp dick; limp prick noun "iir 1- Do award ly. The 

flaccid dick (penis) as -1 symbol of impotency us, 1970 
limper noun a defective used ists 

limp out; limp verb to relax us, 1997 
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limp wrist noun in e fern i ite man Ini' i il lys liomosexual; 

used as a symbol of homosexuality us, w® 
limpy-go-fetch noun a disabled . : pi§{$ig us. 1397 
limpy up adjective disabled Bahamas. 1966 

Lincoln noun 1 a five-dollar note us. 1945. 2 a five-dollar prostitute us, 

Lincoln drop noun the small tray near a shop’s cash till with 
pennies which customers may use for making exact payments us 


Lincoln Tunnel noun 11 I n 1 1 1 il >se anus and 
rectum. Homage to the tunnel connecting New Jersey and 
Manhattan us. mi 

line noun 1 a dose of po fere in irrar ed in a line for 
snorting us, 197.1 2 a vein, especial v in the context of injecting 
drugs us. Km 3 political philosophy An important term of the 
New Left in the US, often modified by ‘correct’, a precursor of'pol¬ 
itical correctness us im. 4 an assembly line in a factory os, 

5 collectively, the prostitutes in a brothel who are available for sex 
at a given moment us, 1937. 6 an attractive female Australia, mi. 7 a 
special verbal approach, especially as an introduction to seduction., 
A chat-up line uk m3. 8 in the business of dealing with stolen 
goods, twice the actual price US, niu. 9 the area housing a prison's 
general population us nm. 10 'n sporls belling, (he points or odds 
established by a bookmaker that govern the bet os 1977. 11 money 
us, 1972. ► do a line 1 to inhale a measured dose of a powdered 
drug, especially cocaine us. 1979. 2 to make an amorous approach; 
to date Australia, 1934. ► down the line a psychiatric hospital new 
Zealand , 1 a - ► go on line 1 u nal or 

street) gang os 2005. ► on the line at risk, at stake, in jeopardy us, 


line crosser noun sed the main 

line of fgsistartce to fi nd and retrieve prisoners of war us, m? 
line doggy noun an infantry sobi(6r^S> 

line duty noun in the languag ur inding the Grateful Dead, the 
hours spent waiting in queue to buy tickets or to enter a concert 


line forty 1 if twenty dollars us, 194c, 

line jumper noun in n 1 | h - sneaks across allied lines. 

Korean war usage us, res7 

linemaker noun in a sports betting operation, the oddsmaker us, 1973 
linen noun a letter us, 1947 

linen draper; linen noun 

liner noun a short promotional statement recorded for a radio 
station by a flmous artist or personality, professing that they 
to that station us, 2001 

liners noun cash us 2003 

lines noun 1 cocaine. A multiple of line (a single dose of cocaine); 
used in contemi 11 1 1 211 neyus 1973 ►do 

lines to use 1 ► get lines n bodybuilding, 10 

achieve definition, or well-developed and sculpted muscles us, rear 
line screw noun a prison guard assigned to a cell block us, 1976 
line storm noun an equinoctial gale, at Hie time of the solstice 

line swine noun 1 driver wl 1 rr li 1 1 1 > traffic lanes us, 


line-up noun 1 I multiple partners 

US ms. 2the place where waves line up to break Australia, 1953. 3a 
display of the prostitutes available tor sex in a brothel at a given 
dibomenifigi 197s 
line up verb to arrange us. m 

line work noun ihe addition of fine lines or other markings on the 
design of a card to aid a cheat us m 
lingo noun lang or 1 her un 1 itional En 11 language dialect, 
jargon or vocabulary Conventional Jingo’ (since 1660) is 'a 
contemptuous designation for atofagn tongue' uk iss9 


linguist noun a pm 1 I enj performing oral sex. Leading, 
inevitably, to cunning puns US 7967 

linguistic exercise noun oral sex PS i *4 
lingy noun the penis Bahamas, im 

link noun a police officer, prosecutor or judge who has been bribed 
us, 1964. ► the link needed at a 

psrticulaftftoWeA. F-rom the'OOnventional 'missing.Imto us. 19m 
linked adjective 1 Min m I i III <clusively US 1966. 

2 bribed us, tm 

Link the Chink noun an letnam 1-1 n ir usage us 7977 
lion nouni a greally respected or revered Rastafarian; a great soul 
Jamaica . 1994. 2 m pool, a skilled and competitive player us, 1990 
Lionel Bart; Lionel noun 1 far nin I 1 from the name of 
the English composer (1930—99) u/c ms 
Lionel Blairnoun a chair Rhyming slang, based on the name of UK 
dancer add: entertainer Lionel Blair (b.l931) uk 1979 
Lionel Blairs; lionels noun ll a- 1 11- 111 flared legs). 

Warning slang, formed frofsjfcre name ofjttjeAJK dancer and 
entertainer (jb>!B3l) un im 

lion food noun e punch-line of 

which features a lion boasting of eating one IBM manager a day 
and nobody notidtlgis ?9$i 

lion's lair noun a chair 

lion's roar noun ■storing. Rhyming slang uk 1992 
lion's roar red? to snore. Rhyming slang uk. 1992 
lion's share noun a chair. Rhyming slang uk. 1992 
lip noun 1 impuder ta in bad 2 a lawyer, especially a 

cnitimal defence lawyer. From the image of a lawyer as a 
mouthpiece us 1929. 3 in the car sales business, a potential buyer 


lip verb 1 in horse racing, to win by the slightest of margins Australia, 
1939 2 to kiss US 1947 

lip in verb to intertoptas, im 
lip it verb to Stop talking UK 7999 

lipkisser noun a regular practitioner of oral sex on women us, ms 
lip-lock noun or il ex perf ned or 1 man us re^ 
lip music noun bragging, boasting, teasing us, 1992 
lipo noun liposuction, a surgical procedure for lire cosmetic removal 
of fat. By ellipStsuK m2 

Upper noun a pinch of chewing tobacco us, 1997 
lippie; lippynoun lipstick Australia. 795 s 
lippy adjective I i 11 I I I II i ' I I ■ I I i - Fiom LIP 
(impudence) With .111 1803 UK usage of lip’ as 'back-chat', the 
fik#s0od of an earlier adjective sense is high Us tees 
lip read verb to kiss. An inspired use of a conventional sense uk 1974 
lips noun ► your lips are bleeding! used; sarcastically to S£Mldorip 
using big words. Juvenile Australia, 1953 
lips! used as a cry to ; strrirmon a makeup artist .to apply more 
lipstick to a performer (S ms 
lip service noun ora! sex us, i0 : 

lipsin' noun the act of kissing, snogging Feenage slang uk 2002 
lip-sloppy adjective talkative to a fault us, m2 
lip spinach noun a moustache us. 1972 

lipstick nouni in the new and used car business, purely cosmetic 
touches us, i9S9. 2 a grease pencil Used by first aid workers to note 

tourniquet tin ► lipstick on your 

dipstick oral - | 1 rm I n 1 man us 7970 

lipstick lesbian; lipstick noun a feminine, stylish, upwardly mobile 
lesbian us, 19m 

Lipton's noun poor quality marijuana. An allusion to a popular, if 
lip up! stop tall in 1 1 n 1 ii 1 - iriatior button your lipi ijk 
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lip work | little office 


lip work noun oral sek'en a woman us. i%7 

LIQ noun S, 1970 

liquid noun money, cash. Abbreviated from liquid assets' uk 1997 
liquid cosh noun in 11 1 nil 11 lative 1 e I by prison auth¬ 
orities to subdue an inmate uk, ism 
liquid courage noun the bravado produced by alcohol us, m2 
liquid diet noun 1 ei 1 in irouslyfi I ribing a period when 
someone is drinking a ot of alcohol us, 1991 
liquid ecstasy; liquid e noun the recreational drug GHB us. 1993 
liquid gold; LG noun amyl or butyl nitrate. From the appearance 
and brand name UK m 

liquid grass noun tetr h li in dm I the purified pyschoactive 
extract of marijuana us, 1971 
liquid laugh noun vomiting Australia, rm 
liquid lunch noun alcohol but no food for us, m3 

liquid sky noun heroin u$, iSsf 

liquid sunshine noun rain uK 1970 

liquid wrench noun alcOMl.Like a wrench, alcohol will kXgBfc 
tfllrigS.OS 1996 

liquid X noun the recreational drug GFIB uk 1993 
liquored up adjective drunk. Current use in South Carolina os, 1924 
liquorhead noun a drunkard 
Lisa noun a perfect leali i girlfriend us, 1993 
listener noun in is to listen 

and verify what was said us, 19S2 

listen up! r ist always heard in 

rj|e imperative os 1962 

Listerinead/ecf/Veanti-American. I he name of a branded antiseptic 
applied as a punning extension gf-fftymingslangfor septic tank 
(an American) uk 2003 

lit adjective drunk 0, i&B 

-lit suffix literature, when in efining style uk, 2001 

lit crit noun literary criticism ate 

lite; -lite adjective deni es a le ub ntia -1 n of an original. In 
widespread use; a re-spelling of light', devised as a commercial 
strategy to sustain a brand name while advertising that the 
product's less marketable ingredients- (sugar, nicotine have 
been, reduced us, 1962 

literally adverb used as an Intensifier. In col oquial use this is gener¬ 
ally employed inaccur; inly 01 hyperbolicallyuK 1937 
litterbug noun a person-SySp drops litter us, 1947 
litter lout noun a person who drops litter uk 1927 

Little and Large noun mai marge, formed 

from the name of a comedy double act uk /ms- 
little bird; little birdie noun an unnamed source uk. 1940 
little bit noun a prostitute os, 19x5 

little black book noun 1 in 1 I I n lining clients'names 

and'telephone numbers, especially in an illegal enterprise us, 19m. 
2a (notional) notebook in which bachelors are reputed to keep 
girls' telephone numbers' Australia im 
little black gun noun the M-16 rifle. Vietnam war usage us, ms 
little blister noun a younger sister. Rhyming slang Australia, 1996 
little blues noun /codone used 

recreationally us, 2003 

little bomb noun 1 1 imphetamin i[ ul 1 1 il let Possibly a 
direct translation oflfpanish bombita (an amphetamine capsuteM#, 

1998 . 2 hgfSMn UK 1998 


little brown jug no™ a sink or bath plug, ah electric plug: a 
tampon. Rhyming slang uk 1 992 
little Bush noun US President George W. Bush us, 2003 
little casino noun in a deck of playing cards, the two of spades us, 

little cat noun in poker, a hand comprised of five cards between 
three..and eight and no pairs among \m 
little D noun a t ime Dialudid™), a 

narcotic analgesic us. ix 

little death noun an orgasm. Often in the verb phrase ‘have a little 
death’. From i#e -French pMtemort uk 1959 
Little Detroit nickname Van Dien, North Vietnam. Like Detroit, Van 
vpjfptr ‘"Ofas highly irrdpstriafcedijj, mi 

little Dick; little Dick Fisher noun in craps, a four us, 1957 
little dog noun in poker, a I 5 cards between 

two and seven and no pairs among im 

little fella noun 1 a child (of either gender) uk /m 2 a tablet of 
MDMA, the recreational 1 drug best known as ecstasy im, 2001 
little friend noun a fighter: plane us. 1944 
little girls' room noun a toilet, especially one for women us 1949 
little green friends noun marijuana buds uk 2003 
little guy; little man; little people noun a Japanese soldier; a Viet 
Cong or soldier in the North Vietnamese Army os, mo 
little guy with the helmet noun the penis us, 20m 
little Harlem noun a blaclighetto us, *51 
little help noun a linear amplifier for ,1 citizens' band radioes 1977 
little Hitler noun im; rtant persor h ields a small 
amount of official authority with despotic zeal m issf 
little house noun an outside toftetAUSTM/A m6 


Little Italy noun 1 igh >urh< I [ pulated by a large number of 
Italian immigrants and It; lian-Americans us, 1970 

little jobsnoun mill ill 11 I I nil STRALIA, 1968 
little Joe noun a roll of four in craps Often elaborated with a 
rhyming place name, in the pattern 'little Joe from Kokomo' .(or 
Chicago, Idaho, Lake Tahoe, Mexico, Ohio, Tokyo) us, mso 

little Joe in the snow noun cocaine us 1992 
little Judas noun 1 m liding d ir in a ife n box Ireland, 1995 
Little Korea nickname Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri. Based on a 
CorTjp&fisprf ofthe climates im 
little lady noun the wife Australia, 1917 
little lunch noun a mid m 11 111 I mi if h o\ Australia, m2 
little madam; proper little madam noun a spoilt, conceited or 
bad-tempered female child uk izsz 
little man noun 1 ihe penis uk. 1998. 2 a tradesman. An upper- or 
middle-class f< >see: LITTLE GUY 

little man in a boat; little man; man in the boat; boy in the 
boat noun the clitoris Ife lift e man' or 'boy' represent the 
clitoris as a small penis, and the vulva is imagined to be fisafe 
shaped uk i 896 

little Miss Muffet verb pn. Rhyming 

slang for (stuff if, formed: frOffi the name of a nursery'fflyme 
character uk 1992 


Little Mo nickname Maureen 'IihII 'I I-I ' vho dominated 
women's tennis for several years in the early 1950 s until a career¬ 
ending accident in 1953 , Connolly's aggressive style was compared 
tO the Missouri, a battleship with the nickname that she was given 


little boy noun a small, cocktail frankfurter sausage new Zealand, raw 
little boy blue noun q 11 dicer I. lang for screw uk 

little boys'room noun a toilet espe II mi r men Juvenile and 
jocular us, raj. 


little muggins noun your child I rom muggins (yourself as a fool) 

little Nell noun 1 door F.. 1 11 ig, formed from the name 

of a-Charles Dictens' heroine uk 1992 
little office noun the toilet Australia, mi 
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little old lady in tennis shoes noun used as a stereotype of ah. 
energetic, quit I II mar In 1972 Sports Illustrated titled an 
article about tennis great t^zei Wightman (1886-1974) 'The Little 
Old Lady in Igpnrs Shoes' us im 
little peter noun a gas or electric meter Rhyming slang uk 1992 
little pigs noun small sausages us, im 
little ploughman noun ix> 

little R noun during the 1 rear ind ietnam n test and 
rehabilitation. Distinguished from the big a (rotation home) os, im 
littles noun in pi rered 1 to 7 us, 1990 

little Saigon nickname a neigl 1 1. I rge number of 

Vietnamese immigrants and businesses os, 1979 
Little Sir Echo noun a person who always agrees with his superiors 
AUsrmjA 

little sisters noon 1 grou 1 1 nag izin m led ai women us, use, 

little smoke noun marijuana UK ms 
little thing noun a bullet aft 20m 

little Tokyo noun an urban neighi urh x ith 1 high concen¬ 
tration of Japanese people us ms 

little white mouse noun a rally in mixed 

COmbBlny AUSTRALIA, 1996 

little woman noun the w , revoltingly coy, 

and condescendingu«.,)?S5. 
littlie; littley noun^-plld SUJWjiM 1953 
littl'un noun arElild AUSTRALIA, 1962 
lit up adjective drunk or drug-Thoxicated US, im 
live verb ► live caseo From 'caseo' 

(a brothel, or ove nigh hire of a pro:’ ► live it up 

to have a good time, to enjoy an extravagent lifestyle us, mi. 

► live large 

► live on the smell of an oil rag to live on very meagre 
means4US7R4U4 1903 

live adjective i (used of the potenti I ustomerofa prostitute) eager 
to spend money us. 1969. 2 in horse racing, said of a horse that has 
attracted heavy betting us m. 3 extreme, intense, exciting, good 
|j§ 1987 . 4 impressive us, wf 

live bait noun ( i e oung d ig i er elling < ug tootheryoung 


lived-in look noun a complete mess US, tm. 

live gaff noun a premise that i < upied hilst being burgled. 

Based on gaff (a place o' residence or business) us was 
live gig vert it mastu i i ia Rhymin lang for frig uk. 


live long and prosper used as a humorous parting. From the orig¬ 
inal Star Trek television series us, mi 
livener noun i i dose of iir -I I i ia ll in conventional 

'enlivened, ascribing to cocaine the bracing attributes of a pick- 
me-up; an earlier (late Cl9) use was agdlfte first drinfctfthe day' 
uk 1999. 2 any alcoholic drink that serves as a pick-me-up uk, iss7 
live one noun a person worth noticing US, me 
liverish adjective havi g nptoms loosely diagni ed as the result of 
a disordered liver. Coined for an advertisment uk im 
Liverpool kiss noun i a head butt to your opponent's face. A 
regional variation of the Glasgow kiss uk, me,. 2 a blow struck on 
the mcitffB jk 1968 

liver rounds noun i In I pital a turn m r code for a 

drinking party to be heldppn hospital grounds us, im 
live, spit and die noun LSC - mil ration l the initials, uk 2003 
liveware noun 1 a human being A playfu evolution of'software' 
and 'hardware' uk 1966. 2 a living organism us, 1991 
live wire noun ik 2002 

living daylights; daylights verb life; sW^CJItimately from 
'daylights' (the eyes) but here in the consequent sense, 'vitality' or 
'Vital organs' UK 19a 


living shit; living crap used in combination, with variQi4S.tra.rrsitive 
verbs to intensify the action to a severe level us, 1983 
livity noun a vocation or calling in life A Rastafarian term Jamaica. 1992 
livvenernoun in al I irini 1 I 1 I 11 11 livener (a drink that 
serves as a pick-me-up) UK im 

lizard nouni an im perati li hospita tient with scaly skin 
us ms. 2the penis us mu. 3 a mechanical device used by card 
cheats to hi ► flog the 

lizard; drain the lizard (of a maleLteWinate Australia, ms 
lizard hit noun the last draw on a water pipe us r i$giu 
lizards noun lizard-skin shoes us, raso 
lizard scorcher noun a railway copk-Uf mfr 
lizzie noun a lesbian UK, im 

Lizzie noun a car, especially a f ord. A shortened form of 'Tin Lizzie' 
(the US stock market nickname for the Ford Motor Company) us, 

LK; LK Clark; Elkie Clark noun a mark; a place and 
starting. Rhyming slangr-tir? ra62 

LL noun marijuana A play on the name 01 rap artist and film actor 
LU’^Ogl J: cool (agreeble) and j (a joint) uk 1998 
LLDB noun ihe special forces 0! the Army of the Republic of 
Vietnam: US ms 

llesca noun marijuana. From Portugese Ihesca (tinder). Similar to 
yesca which derives in the same way jferh Spanish us im 
Lloyd's List adjective runk. Ri nin In I 1 pissed formed from 
the title of the newspaper that reports maritime news up rm 
loach noun durin in- iet in jr, a light obse ition helicopter 
••From the initials LOrtus im 

load noun 1 3 a stock of 

illegal drugs us 1978 . 4 25 bags of heroin, ll is interesting to note 
that a 'half load' adds up to 15 bags (of heroin) 1 is. rm. s a dose of 
a drug us 1952. 6 a codeine pil combined with a Doriden™ 
sleeping pill, producing an opiate- ike effect 1 is, us 2. 7 a state of 
intoxication us, 1947. sanysexua v transmitted infection Australia, 
mr,. *an inept, ludicrous, stupid or unpleasant person us, 1950. 10a 
car us 1937. 11 1 12 1 ir In poor 

condition us 1937. ► get a load of 1.0 look at: to observe us 1922. 

► take a load off to sit dowmogus^ 
load verb 1 to f ti 1 ite evider - 2 to alter (dice); to 

weight (dice) to score a certain point us, m2 
load call noun II to a recent 


loaded adjective 1 drunk, or drug-intoxicated. The abbreviated vari¬ 
ation of a mainly obsolete range of stmtte beginning 'loaded to' 
us, 1879. 2 wealthy is, ms. 3 pregnant try 1973. 4 full of the 
symptoms of a cold uk. Scotland, /vss. 5 armed with a gun us, 1952. 
6(used of a car) equipped with every possible accessory us 1996 
loaded down adjective pregnant Bahamas, mi 
loaded for bear 1 prepared f 1 1 emerge™ heavily armed. The 
term arose in.the late CfiLas a literal description of a weapon 
loaded with aWnupition suitable for killing a bear, and then lit ftej 
1950s came to assume a figurative meaning that dominates today 
us 1927. 2 in trucking, equipped with ,1 citizens band radio. With 
bear meaning 'police', the trucker with a citizens' land rac'd is 
better prepared to evade speeding tickets OS, ?s* 
loader noun 1 in , who carelessly 

exposes his down card while dea ing us ms. 2 an experienced and 
skilled confMentffi swindler fafe makes a second sale to a. prior 

.WXiffiUS, 1988 

load exchange noun the passing of semen to its maker, mouth to 

tfhoufh us, 1970s 

loadie noun a drug usenpi im 

loadies noun dice loaded with weights that affect the roll us 1997 
load-in noun I 1 11 1 1 1 1 I in ii| 1 ] 11 n n I 1 1 

concert or show us. 1999 

load of cock noun nonsense uk -vs 



405 


load of postholes | locoweed 


load of postholes noun in trucking, #t.'grfs|^trailer us. 19m 
load of toffee noun nonsense. From toffee (flattery), but less sweet 

load plane noun an aircraft loaded with illegal drugs being smuggled 

loads noun dice that have been altered with weights so as to 
produce a certain score us. m3 

loadsa a large amount of something; a great number of something. 

A sloven.r:g of 'tosSI wJtoC ’W8 
load-up noun false allegatior trmja 19% 
load up verb (of the >< e) tr riant incriminating evidence in order 
to secure a conviction, arrest or the like \ustraua, 1983 
loaf nouni marijuana uk 2003. 2 a one kilogram unit of hashish 
CANADA, -2GB2 

loaf verb to strike with the head /Sew/vo, m 
loafer noun rform well 

without constant urging by the jockey us,, ism, 
loaf of bread; loaf noun the he i, especiall as a souice of 
intelligence. Rhyming slangy/#, ms 

loan noun ► have a loan of |l 11.. rmeone; to pull 

someone’s \eg Australia. tim 

loaner noun a piece of equipment lhat is loaned out while the 
owner's piece of equipment is being repaired us tsee 
loan shark noun /with usurious 

5 jStei^st rales and crifrjjpjl collection procedures uk ms 
loan-sharking noun usury with severe repayment terms US. 1914 
lob noun 1 In pi 1 on 1- I I 1 ived by prisoners arc, 
1950. 2 a prisoner who displays excessive zeal on his job us, 1951. 3 a 
Original use as ‘a partially erect penis' has been replaced to 
mean 'an erect penis', as used in the phrase' 'to have a-tob srf-«#, 
i89o. 4 in a gambling establishment, a hanger-on who runs errands 
for gamblers us 1 : 1. 5 in horse racing, a horse pulled back by its 
jockey to prevent it from rst; second or ilti.4 th a race 

0$«S5 

lob verb i to throw or chuck; to place roughly; to plonk Australia, 1934. 
2 (of something airborne) to land Australia, 1943. 3 to arrive at a 
place; to turn up, especia v unexpectedly Australia, 1911. 4 (of a 
racehorse) to win a race Australia, mss 
lobby noun a lobster or freshwater crayfish Australia, 1952 
lobby louse noun 1 ion-guest hr> idles in a hotel lobby os, 1939 
lobe in »«* ws 

LOBNH unintelligent Doctor's shorthand an initialism of lights on 
lobo noun marijuana us, 1934 

lob-on noun an erection. From lob (a penis, especially if erect), 
hence 'to have a lab on' have an erection', from which 'loti¬ 
on' now stands alone. Acceptable for broadcast in a comedy 
context by television uk mi 

lobsternouni rtwent I II 1 n te 1 2111 poker,an 

unskilled and/or inexperienced player us. 191 ■ 3 dried nasal mucus 
Bahamas, 1982. 4 an unexpected and unwelcome erection uk 2004 
lobster claw noun in -1 1 line >rl device f rmally known as 

an adjustable insulator fork os, isso 
lobster cop noun a fisheries officer Canada. 1959 
Lobster Lad noun Island Canada, 


lobster shift noun a w ;ht us. 1942 

lobster skin noun badly sunburnt skin Hawaiian youth usage us, 1982 
lob up verb to arrive Australia, 1990 

local noun i a le i H i i i n ntrasted the visitor uk 1835. 
2a nearby public house; a public house that has your regular 
custom uk 1969. 3 a person who surfs in an area and asserts 
territorial privileges there us, 1991. 4 duong a massage, hand stimu¬ 
lation of the penis until ejaculation us. 1972 


local adjective pe of Creole 

h k splture TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1983 

localism noun ,11 attitude, defiant 1 11 ho ile of local surfers 
towards visiting surfers at 'their' beach us, 1991 
local smokal; local smokelnoun local polio 1 police panda car. 
Blends smokey bear (the police) with the model of local yokel (a 
fpolish country-dweller) us. 1976 
local talent noun a pretty female Us, 1955 

local white noun Trinidad trinidad 

ANDTpWGQf 1956 

local yokel noun A slightly 

contemptuous term, origina y used by military personnel uk 1950 
loc’d out adjective psychotic use US. 1993 

loced out; loqued out adjective exciting, tm$us, ww 
locho adjective despicable. From the Hindi Ichcha (lewd loafer), to the 
corrupted Anglo-Indian 'looebsr'TOMDACMND tobago, mm 
loci; lokey noun a small locomotive used for hauling logs or coal 
CANADA, 1964 

lock nouni 2 a sure thing, a 

certainty us, 1942. 3 in poker, a hand that cannot lose os, 1990. 4in 
, ipr dice games, a perfect hand that at best can be tied us, Mi 
lock verb in prison, to reside ift,%$ell us, 1931 ► lock neck to choke 
a robbery victim with effeatm while rifling though their pockets 
zwith the other hand trinidad and tobago. 1959 
lock and load w a 1 1 in imminen confrontation. 

Originally military, and origia^^ load and lock', then reversed for 
the sound (perhaps tfffaytfsrm with''rock and roll') and general¬ 
ised US, 1949 

lock-down noun 1 in prison, a state of security in which all inmates 

are locked in their cells uk 1 .. 2 any situation in which your 

complete freedom is restricted. Like 'warden' .(gi#jend Or Wife)), 
jail slang brought homs/as 1997 

locked adjective 1 2 sated ' IS, 1997. 

3 tense, stressed us, 1955 

locker noun 1 a safe or a lo n a safe us, 1949. 

2 a:jail m 

locker room noun 1 amyl or butyl or isobutyl nitrate as a rec¬ 
reational drug. Popular as a sex-aid in the gay community, the 
’Came (possibly deriving.from a brand name) reflects the locality of 
use us 1 998. 2the group of professional wrestlers under contract 
'With a promoter at any given moment us, 1999 
lock-in noun an after-hours and behind locked doors drinking 
session in a public house m 2003 

lock-in-a-sock noun in 11 1 1 1 1 pri n -1 1 - aiombination 

-lack inside tm 

lock-mortal cinch noun in betting, the surest possible certainty us. 

lockpickernounan illegal I 11 nistus, 1976 
locks noun knotted hair in the Rastafarian fashion Jamaica, 197 6 
locksmith noun 1 nly plays 

games that he is sure of winning us . 2 a poker player who 
only plays exeelfent hands us. im 
lockstep noun n und 11 rder; at u nformity A 
figurative application of a military style of close-marching* Tpsp 
lockup noun 1 a jail or prison us. 1839. 2 in pool, a shot that cannot 
be missed or a game that cannot be lost us. 1990 
lock-up lattie noun a cell, a jail. Rolan, formed on lattie (a house, a 
place); 

lock-worker noun 1 h 1 eals from I tel rooms us. 1954 
loco noun marijuana. An abbreviation of locoweed us, 1982 
loco adjective crazy It ►go loco to smoke 

(and experience the effects of) marijuana us, 1942 
loco-mote verb to drive fast us, 1976 

locoweed noun marijuana. Directly from Ike name given to several 
Species ef poisonous plants of the gerr$rd Astragalus and Oxytropis 
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which may cause f izi I havi ur in razii I i timatel lollygag; lallygag verb i to kiss; to have sex us ms. 2 to dawdle, to 

from Spanish loco (mad) us, 1930 dally us, m9 


Iocs; lokes noun sung'ass« us. 

log noun 1 a turd, n m 1 mil 1 in appearance to a log of wood; 
possibly also from the shared characteristic of an ability to float 
Especially in the phrasal verb lay a log (to defecate) us, 1973. 2 a 
marijuana cigarette us, 1977. 3 phencyclidine, the recreational drug 
known as PCP or angel dust uk ms. 4 a carton of cigarettes us, 1991. 
5 the counter surface in a bar us ow. 6 a bar or tavern us, 1950. 7 a 
heavy, cumbersome surfboard us 8 a dullard us, ms. 

► behind the log ) conservative, 

even when winning us, 1971 
LOG adjective without none n reen us, 1997 

log bird noun 1 I - il jppl tel. 1 ised to bring fresh 

supplies and provisions to troops in the held us m2 
log-flogger noun a male masturbator uk 2003 
logger noun an old, wooden surfboard Australia, ms 
logger's smallpox noun 
Lumberjacks' and loggers' use us ms 
logic bomb noun e secret 1 luded in pr ram that causes a 
computer to fail when certain conditions are met us, 1991 
logjam noun constipation us, m 
logornoun LStftCWS 

logy adjective I / US, 1997 

loid noun a strip of cellu oid, used to force locks uk, ms 
loiner noun an inhabitant of Leeds in West Yorkshire uk 1950 
loin landlord noun a male hfjmssexqMotC » 

Loisaida nickname 11 L if 1 I I 1 d A Spanish adap¬ 
tation of English, borrowed back intoE'ngtftftyS tast 
loked out adjective impr< “lii iified 1 1 need us. 1997 
LOL noun (in doctors' shorthand) a /ittle old /ady. Medical slang uk 

LOL used as Internei shorthand to mean '/aughing out /oud' us, 1991 
lola noun COCaiirlS.iS, 1993 

Lolita noun a young teenage gir >t . I ually; a girl of any age 

up to the legal age of consent who dresses in a manner that is 
considered sexually provocative ff jjfedatory. Generic use of a 
proper name, after the sexually aware 12-year-old girl in Vladimir 
Nabokov's controversial 1955 novel Lolita rand subsequent films in 
1,962 and 1998 uk. 1959 

lollapalooza noun 1 111 1 ding e mple of its type.'Lollapalooza' 

was adopted as the title foi an annual series of peripatetic music 
festivals that Comndenced in Phoenix, Arizona in July 1991as, m6 
lollapoloosa noun in bar dice gam 1 1 II 1 1 1 produces no points 
for the player us, 

lollipop noun i i | lice ffice Hi ii in I hi i cop A shorter 
variant is lolly' uk ms. 3 in cricket, a delivery that is easy to play 
Australia, i98s. 4 in trucking, a mile marker at the side of the road 
us, 1976. 5 in sport, a clever or ostentatious trick Rhyming slang on 
'lollipop stick' uk • 6 i sugar d, ddy (an older man who supports 

or helps support a young woman). Recorded as being used by 
'shopgirls and typists' uk mi. 7 marijuana Fiji, 2003 
lollipop; lollypop; lolly up; lolly verb to betray ^^.'giaice. 

Rhyming sang it'' shop tin inform on) uk 1933 
lollipop artist noun a male tw 

lollipop stop noun a rest stop on a motorway known as a place 
where male homosexuals may be found for sexual encounters its 


lolly nouni mone I 1 1 1 il.. lang 1 I Hip tp for drop (a 

bribe) uk 1943. 2 a sweet Australia, iss 4. 3 the vaginaflAHA/WAS, 1982. 

4 the head Australia, 1971. ► do your lolly to lose self-restraint in 
anger Australia, mi 

lollybags noun 1 1 11 f men I fif 1 in revealing nylon 

swimming trunks I rom the resembl; nee to a paper bag full of 
sweets AUSTRALIA, 2003 


lollypop noun 1 in H ii ii ung man seen mly in terms of 
her sexuality us rut. 2,1 shop Rhyming slang uk 2000 
lolly scramble noun 1 Ii 1 1 lamblefor a portion of 

something. Lollies are sweets, and a lolly scramble' was originally 
a Children's party activity where guests frantically gathered sweets 
thrown in the air. newzcaland,, 1984 
lolly water noun a soft Australia, 1905 

lolo noun the pel » TOBAGO, 1966 

lo-lo; low-low noun a custom-designed low rider car us, 1997. 

London taxi noun lang for jacksy 

London to a brick u ed nl methir tha in il most certainty. 

' C&med by race-caller Ken Howard (1913-76), literally meaning that 
on# can safely make an odds-on bet of the city of tattti&n against 
a BRiCK^pjsum often pounds) Australia, ms 

lonely as a bastard on father's day adjective very \gpelyA ustralia. 


Lone Ranger noun I' but rather of 

'a chance' uK, wi 

lonesome noun ► on your lonesome alone aus/ra//a, 1902 
lone wolf noun a criminal who works alone US, 1909 

long noun a rifle UK, 1995 

long adjective (used of money) a lot of us 1947. ► as long as your 

arm very long uk im 

long acre noun a bate Rhyming slang.$£.*gsr 
long and flexy adjective sexy: itfiyttitag slang. UK tag 
long and short noun wine. Rhyming sfeng UK 1992 
long bread noun a tofjpf money us, 190 

long con noun an el I rate nfi ence ndle n • Inch the victim 
is initially allowed to profit, and then returns with a targe sufn of 
which he loses us im 

long cut noun the pervasive desire for sweets experienced by a drug 
addict withdrawing from drug use,® fszi 
long-day/short-day noun in lobstering, a schedule in which more 
traps are hauled every other day than on the intervening days us 

long dedger adjective eleven. From Italian undid (eleven) uk 2002 
long-dick verb [1 111 iiiii 1 torn another to cuckold us 

long drink noun 1 1 ined, lin on 11 I nqui itivelookus, 


long drink of water noun a very tall thin pgjlonrii, J936 

longendnouna nfi 1.hi I he ictim is sent for his 

money, as opposed R: a cm nde'icc p me V wmini :he spoi s , 10 
limited to the arrMj'fit on the victim's pefsorfus ms 

longer and linger; long and linger noun a f inger. Rhyming slang, 
in which, unusually, both nouns are inflected in the plural form: 
iongers and lingers'; 'longs and lingers* Ik, mi 
long eye noun the vulva Australia, m 

long-eye adjective e I 7IBAGO, 1956 

long firm; LF; LF scam noun 1 mm ml baud in which a good 
credit rating is first established and then abused uk ?s® 
long green noun a large amount of money us, im 
long green line noun an infantry unit marching through the jungle 
in single file us, mi 

long-guts noun a tendency to eat too much Guyana, 1973 
longhair noun 1 an intellectual us, 1919. la- pp§g!pant iftlfie 1960s 
counterculture us m. 3 classical music us 1951 

long-handled underwear noun warm underwear with long sleeves 

longies noun long underwear us mi 
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long john | loon about; loon 


long john noun a sleeveless writ wit*, ms 
Long John noun a 175 mm gun * mi 
long johns noun long-legged underpants us, i943 
long john silver nounft&ir with one headlight burned out* ms 
long jump noun an art of sexual intercourse uk 1999 
long-mouth adjective perpetually hungry Guyana, 19% 
longneck noun a bottle of beer with a long neck*, raso 
long-nose noun m -I ieri< m t Euro >e 1 I rom the Vietnamese, 
adopted by US soldiers 

long-nosed Henry noun a Ford Capri car. Citizens' band radio slang, 
ascribing the length of the bonnet to Henry I ord's physiognomy 

long on adjective ha 11 1 'il ntial amoun mething 

long one noun one hundred pounds (£ 100 ) UK, ms 
long paddock noun i public road 

used for grazing Australia, 1929 

long rats noun peci e li 1 1 ill long-range 
reconnaissance patrols in the field during the Vietnam war* 1973 
longs noun troi AND TOBAGO. 1967 

long shoe noun asJ^lWl jhoe with a tapered toe us, im 
long-shoe game noun a swindle* 1955 

longshot noun racing, a bet 

on a horse with very long odds Origina Iv race track slang* jssa. 
► by a long shot i ,reat degree. Generally as 

an emphatic negative US, ms 

long side noun in sports betting, a bet on the underdog US, 1975 

long sight noun ► by a long sight by a long way. Generally as an 

emphatic negative us, im 

long skirt noun 1 11 1 1 itizen I 1 1 I 1 1 I lang punning the 

length of a maxi-skirt* mi 
long sleeve noun #»e foteskin gw, 1993 

long streak of cocky's shit noun a tall, thin person Australia, im 
long streak of misery noun a very tall thin person (who is not 
necessarily miserable) uk, mi 
long streak of piss noun a veryiaitlfhin. person W, 
longtail noun i 111 e female t uri 1 rmuda ms 
long time no see 1 red is a gre 11 1 1 * tended separation 


long time, no smell used as an affectionate greeting. Hawaiian 
youth usage*#? 

Long Tom noun a long-range arti ery gun * 1991 

long 'un noun a hundred pounds, or a thousand pounds sterling uk. 


long way noun ► by a long way; by a long chalk by a great 
degree or measure Often in a (impied) negative context* iss9 
long white roll noun a factory-made c'ga’ette us, im 
long-winded adjective! slow in loing omething It 1 conventional 
use when applied to balking uk no 2 in homosexual usage, said of 
a man who takes ^ 1 j>ng ti me to reach' orgs^ii * t$si 
loo noun a lavatory. Many possible etymologies, mostly from French 
sources. Contracted from 08 bordalou (a portable ladies' privyy 
shaped like a sauce-boat and carried in a muff); I'eau (water) or 
the 08 warning-cry 'gardy-loo', from pseudo-French gore de beau 
(beware of the water), given when emptying thri£dntenti|jif$j 
chamber pot out of a window into the street beneath; an 
anglicised lieu (the place), as in the frequently mispronounced: 
-yUme off in lieu/ loo'. The only entirely-English suggestion is a 
corruption of 'leeward', the sheltered side of a ship over which 
excretory functions were sensibly performed. The most convincing 
possibilites are an abbreviated pun on Waterloo, the London 
railway station named to commemorate the famous battle of- 
Waterloo in Belgium ( 1815 ), and the darkly witty reduction of 
boubliette (a secret dungeon, often with a pit below) * 1940 
looder noun a blow Ireland, 20$- 


loogie noun phlegm that has been expelled from the respiratory 
passages us, ms 

lOOgin noun 

looie; louie; looey noun 1 a gob of phlegm or nasal mucus * 1970. 

2 a lieutenant* wm 

look noun 1 appearance, slyle * 1959. 2 in the entertainment 
industry, the right to review and consider a script or project * 1999 
look vert) ► look alive 10 be alert, 10 bestir yourself to make haste. 
Often as an imperative *, isss. ► look a million; look like a 
million bucks to look e qui itelystunmr ia 1956 ► look 

at the gate 4 ► look 

at the procter and gamble to cheat during an examination or 
test. A pun alluding to the well-known corporation * ms. ► look 
at you to judge meone by their appearance vs ►look 
down your nose at 

► look for a hole in the fence 

fused- of a racehorse) to perfttWi very poorly, as if the hof#W.ould 
rather find a hole in the fence and return to Lie suable * 19 zr,. 

► look like nothing on earth to have an appearance that is 
wretched, or indicative of illness, or that is somehow eccentric or 
ludicrous uk 1927. ► look out the window in horse racing, to fail 
to bet on a horse in a race it wins after betting on the horse in a 
number of | ► not look back to 

enjoy a continuing success s#e | defining moment * im 
lookalikie; lookylikey noun I hb 1 per 11 \ho looks like 
another (generally the similarity is to a ce ebrity and often used to 
professional advantage) * 2001 
looker noun an attractive woman us. 1892 

look here! user ration to what is being said uk 

lookie verb to look A diminutive that introduces a folksy tone; 
almost always used in the imperative us. tss: 

lookie-loo noun 1 'll.im " 11 _ il merchandise 

but has no intention of buying* 1978. 2,1.11 inquisitive observer. A 
Los Angeles term, personified in the charactei Look-Loo Woman in 
Quentin Tarantino's 1994 -fil fn Pulp Fkti&n^, 1989 
looking glass noun i' 11 “i e mirror*i 962 
looking good! 1 ed for | 1 1 1 - nature line of 

comedian Freddie Prinze on the television comedy Chico and the 
Man (NBC, 1974 - 78 ). Repeated with referential humour* 1974 
look of eagles noun 1 * icing he proud I >ok perceived in 

' eyes of a great racehorse * 1976 
look-see noun 

look-see verb to look around us. im 

looks like rain used by a criminal to indicate an imminent arrest. 
The future isn't sunny * 19 % 

look that up in your Funk and Wagnalls! used for a hurmreus- 
observation about a word or fact. One of Hie most popular 
-jsatchph rases from the US television series. Laugh-In ( 1967 - 73 ) and 
repeated referential ly* i%7 

look up verb i io visit, usually informally uk nss. 2 to get better uk 

look who it isn't used as a facetious greeting on a surprise 

looky here! used a emand 1 ittention to what is being said. A 
variation of look here! * i 876 

look you! 1 being said; 

especial y (when spoken by ,1 non-We sh) a-, catchphrase of 
stereotypical'teKFtagss * wales m ? 

loo la adjective drunk-* 2002 

loomer noun a large v\ iward * 1954 

loon noun a madman. An abbreviation of lunatic' * u,u 
loon verb to l" I il 1 i i u - musi in in uncontrolled 
manner Often followed by 'about' uk, 19m 

loon about; loon verb e time in a 

non-conformis( manner: dancing, id ing, wandering* 1966 




looney tune; loony tune | lose 


looney tune; loony tune noun a crazy person. From the television 
cartoons created by Warner Brothers beginning in 1960. The 
variant looney tunes' is also used,as a singular us 1$« 

looney tunes adjective ifisarreBS iszr 

loon pants; loons noun ca 11 n rouser ishioned ithaveiywide 
flare below the knee uk, i szr 
loon shit noun boggy land Canada, mr 

loony noun i a madman. An abbreviation of 'lunatic'; may also be 
spelt 'looney' us. m3. 2aone-dollar coin Canada, 2002 
loony adjective e / crazy us. mi 

loony bin noun 1 I pital ther institution) for the treatment of 
psychiatric problems and mental illness UK 1919 
loony bird noun a person who is at least eccentric, at most mentally 
1 pnstabltf jjfc'rsw 

loony left noun 

committed socialists as fanatical extremists Combines loony 
fiffiad) with 'left;' fjfeqinister positioning oftseoialfst ftjJftiCS) uK 

loony toons noun ms 

loop noun i jwn on a recurring cycle 

us. 1973. 2 in television and n m-making, voice recordings that are 
used with previously recorded video us »so. 3 an intrauterine 
contraceptive device us. 19? 4 in table tennis, a shot with topspin 
us. 1971. 5 a crazy individual. Sometimes expanded to 'loop-de-loop' 
uk Scotland, cut, ► in the loop |.(i he pail, ol an inner-circle that 
receives restricted information us two. ► out of the loop not 
part of a (process or inner circlets, »zs 

Loop noun ► the Loop tl ie ; re central are 1 hicago From the 
elevated railway constructed in 1897 that loops around two square 
miles of central Chicago us r&s 

loop-de-loop noun ii lultaneoi ecipr il ral ex between two 
pesifeis, i 97 r 

looped; looping adjective te inability when 

drunk to maintain a straight line us 1934 
loopernouni 1 per 1 I 1 1 1 ic n r Ireland. 2003. 

2awavethat breaks over itself creatinga hollow through which a 
suffer pan ride us im 
loopie noun a tourist new Zealand, 1 984 

loop joint noun an arcade showing recurring pornographic videos In 
private taqfrts US ism 

loop-scoop verb to. steal something quickly us 1972 

loop-the-loop; loop-de-loop; loopers; loop noun soup uk mi 
loopy adjective n 

obvious aberration from a straight line UK 1925 
loopy juice noun 1 n al 1 I irinl A drink with the'juice' 

(power) to make you loopy (drunk) uk can. 2 a strong medication 

loopy looney juice noun alcohol Royal Navy slang; loopy (eccentric) 
plus loony (crazy) iar juice uk 1987 
loose noun ► on the loose (used of a wager) made on credit 
AUSTRAUA, 1989 

loose adjective i i I i . il i u in the gambler, 

both in terms of the frequency of payouts and a small house 
advantage us. nss. 2 romantically unattached us, ms 
loose belly noun liarrh 1 tobago, 1991 

loose bump noun in (he military, an unsolicited and unwanted pro- 
jMstiSri us, 1947 

loose cannon noun r per. 11 1 rds cannot be 

controlled or predicted. From the image of a canhofttfaltmg loose 
on the deck of a fighting ship us, ®z? 
loose goose adjective applied i >m hing t < neone that can be 
described as loose in whatever sense us. 795s 
loose horse noun a tractor truck without a trailer us, 1971 
loose wig noun a wild derpeanOuf us 1959 
loosey-goosey ad/ect/Ve very loose in any SWSeus, 1x7 


loosie nouni an individual 1 te er the counter us, mi. 

2 in rugby, a oose forward newzealand, 1977 
loosie goosie noun 1 ill 1 1 11 1 11 111 woman us. 1979 

loot noun 1 money l#;®® 2 a lieutenant us, IS67 
loot-in noun politically motivated group shoplifting us, 1970 
loot money noun 1 1 ill ir 2 I 11 e lational currency 
’ *%tamed by looting us. 1949 

lope verb to stroke us cm. ► lope your donkey (of a male) to 
masturbate us ms. ► lope your mule (of a male) to masturbate 


lop-ear noun an easily duped person us nso 
lop-ear; lop-eared adjective naive, gullible us. im 
lopernouni a resident of Michigan s Lower Peninsula. Upper 
Peninsula usage us 20a . 2 in hot rodding, a big and powerful 
engine tWat is noisy when it idles us 1993 
lopp noun a per; 1 ill 1 1 1 1 I norant [ on us, im 

lord and master noun 1 the backside, the buttocks. Rhyming slang, 
extending the sequence 'plaster' - plaster of paris - aris - 
aristotle - bottle; bottle and glass - arse. Sometimes seen in 
the abbreviated form of lord’ uk 1998. 2 a plaster (a first aid 
.dressing). Rhyming slang uk im 
lord and mastered adjective dfufik. Rhyming slang im, im 
lord boards noun sandals. From paintings of Jesus Christ wearing 

'sandals us, im 

Lord Jesus noun ick men and 

women in the mid-1970s us, 1975 

Lord Lovat! r ng. Rhyming 

slang, pronounceUnlferd love it’, formed from the name of a long 
aristocratic liffetK 7992 

Lord love-a-duck! used as a mild expression of shock or surprise. 
Sometimes varied as 'cor love a duck!' or reduced tiffere a 
duck!'; it is often regarded as a quintessentially Cockney turn of* 

. (phrase afeifse 

Lord Mayor verb 1 - 1 Rhymir lang us 1992 

Lord Muck noun a man who is, in the speaker's opinion, 
unjustifiably self-important or esteemed. The earlier counterpart to: 
lady muck, ailjpiisjgh they are often seen as a couple uk 1937 
Lord Sutchnoun in a car, the clutch. Rhyming slang, formed from 
fie name oftfb^k musician and politician Screaming’itefidSufch, 
3rd Earl of Harrow, 1940-99 uk 1992 
Lord tunderin' Jesus used as one of many elaborate Nova Scotian 
curses Canada, ms 

Lord Wigg noun Rhyming slang 

'pig', formed ffTOthe name of politician George Cecil Wigg, 
1900-83 uk 1992 

Lordyl; lawdy! Loid 1 mild llin u n S d us m3 
Loretta Young; loretta noun 1 _i I 1 11 u Nang, formed 

from the name of the US television and film actress, 1914-2000 


Lorna Doone noun 1 s| Rhymir m rmed from the 
eponyrnduS; heroine of R.D. Blackmore's romantic rggp 1869, 
widely-kB'OWB'fffim many film and television versions uk 7992 
lorry noun ► up the lorry in a great deal of trouble Singapore, 2002 
Los noun Los Angeles, California Border Spanish used in English 
conversation by Mexican-Americans us, 19m 
lose verb i to get rid of us 1931. 2 to fail to understand uk m2. 

3 (used of a computer program) to fail 10 work as expected us m3. 
► lose a load to ejaculate us cm. ► lose fire (used of a car 
engine) to stop operating us cm. ► lose it 1 to lose your mental 
focus to drugs, rhythmic sound and movement, and temporarily 
lose touch with the reality beyond the rave. A refined sense of 
'lose It' (to temporarily lose control) uk 1 2 to come off your 

► lose the plot to lose your 
grasp of a situation uk zoo/. ► lose water in bodybuilding, to 
perspire. Done intentiona ly before competition in bodybuilding In 
order to imprc ► lose your cool to 
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lose or win | loved up; luvdup; luvved up 


become angry, excited, nervous, etc; to lose your self-possession us, 
1984. ► lose your lunch to vomit us ms 

lose or win noun I i i f . Ian k mis 

loser noun i a soci II nepl per n i >er i th consistently bad 
uck; anyone deemed unacceptable or .in outcast us, 1955. 2a 
convicted felon us 1912. 3 a hospital patient who dies us 1970 
losersvi lie noun 1 notional place It ill 1 II inept people live 
INDIA, $002 

lossage noun the ongoing effect of a computer malfunction us 1991 
loss-leader noun nethir li 1 11 in ill rnd at a cut- 

price Ifiifc'ito encourage further buying of other stock us, na 
lossy adjective 
Ipse some data us 1997 

lost adjective murder i, esf II 1 ictin I riminal justice’us 

lost-and-found badge noun a US Army name tag. Gulf war usage 

lost fart in a haunted milk bottle noun the epitome of 
distraction or irsgijgjpon Royal Navy slang, uk ism 

lost in the sauce adjective I mi 1 1 Hel inattentive us 

lost-it noun a person under the sway of drug intoxication uk 1997 
lost sailor noun 1 1 he lar 1 irroundin he Grateful Dead, a 
follower of the band who has lost all touch with reality. From the: 
title of a Grateful Dead song us 1994 
lost time noun the reduction of time from a prison sentence for 
good behaviour us. t§»“ 

Lost Wages nickname Las Vegas, Nevada us|;jSiif 1 
losum game noun , a game that 

for whatever reason should be terminated immediately us rase 
lot noun ► do the lot to lose all your money uk. rxu. ► the lot a 
life sentefice in pris cSnMw Zealand, mr 

lotion noun alcohol UK. 1876 

lot lady noun ... nr 111 1 u ige il < il woman who is 

attracted to and makes herself sexu; lly avai able to circus or 
carnival employees, in short, adieus or carnival groupie us mi 
lot lizard noun 1 2 a prostitute 

who works at transport ca%t?£ im 
lot loafer noun in circus and carnival usage, a local resident who 
tenters as a show is assernM^i or taken downf$'@gr 
lot louce noun a patron of a circus or carnival who spends little or 
rj|®i®@y;us 1930 

lot of it about a catchphrase applied to the prevalence of anything 

lotsa noun a large amount. A slovenly contraction of lots of us 1927 
lotta; lorraa large amount. A slovening of lot of uk 1906 
lottery noun In horse racing i race th n lear f ivourite Australia, 

lottery ticket noun a currency note. In use at least fifteen years 
before the ottery was introduced to the UK uk m2 
lotto noun money. Teen slang south Africa, 2003 
Lotusland noun the city of Vancouver, British Columbia and 
somefemeiffg;whole province pf BC Canada, m> 
lou noun a lieutenaritus, 1973 

loud verb to arrest; to be arrested. English gypsy use uk 2000 

lOUd adjective lell UK 1641 

loud and clear adjective e Rhyming slang 

loud and proud adjective (used of a citizens' band radio signal) clear 
loud pedal noun the accelerator on a drag racing car or hot rod us, 

louie noun a left turn us, i967 >see: looie 


Louisiana lottery noun an illegal nuniK'fi game us. ms 
Louisville Lip nickname the t er M mull I Ali, born Cassius Clay 
In 1942 in Louisville, Kentucky us 1968 
lounder noun a generous portion of anything Canada, 1999 
loungecore noun t particular 1 I if e listening music. An ironic 
combination of lounge’ music (easy-to-listen hut hard to define) 
and -core, which is usually suffixed tB#rfr8:0f roctempsitUS isx: 
lounge lizard noun a male sexual predator who seeks prey to seduce 
in feshionaBieMj$;|nd parties us is&: 

Lou Reed noun in Im 11 11 1 Rhyming ing for speed Based 
perhaps with more than a hint of irony, on rock singer and 
songwriter Lou Reed (b 1943$ uk 1996 
louse noun a despicable person us, is64 

louse book noun 1 accepts only very 

small bets us wi 

louse cage noun a brakevan (cabpos^ mi 
loused up adjective covered with scars and abscesses from repeated 
drug injections ojpfssfc 

louse house noun a tun I 11 I I rding house uk ms 

louse up verb to ruin, tfsp US 1934 

lousy adjective u inter u| ible, shodd It use of the association 
with body lice, the term was deemed vulgar if not taboo in tppij|i 
well into the CZQOf r« 

lousy with adjective fu\\ of something, rich with somethin! From 
the prevalence of lice in an infestation uk 1594 
lova noun an unempl - er 1 rmt uth iieet slang (South 
African townsh ips) south Africa. 'ms 
love noun 1 used as an endearment, or a form of address (generally 
;to the opposite sex, sometimes considered patronising); also for 
anything that is charming and admired uk mu. z crack cocaine uk 
1998 >see: LIGHT OF LOVE 

love-a-dove adjective extremel rl ti rate a result of intoxi¬ 
cation MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy. A 
play on lovey-dovey and dove (a type of ecstasy) uk 1999 
love a duck!; luvvaduck! used rs a mild pletive Often preceded 
by 'Cor!,’ 'Lord!' or 'Gawd!;' probably a gentling of fuck a duck! uk 

love affairnoun cocaine; a mixture of heroin and cocaine UK 2002 
love and kisses noun a /vife. R! ming rngfo missus. 
love and marriage noun a carriage, Rhyming slang, possibly ’. . 
acquired from the 1955 song ‘Love and Mar iage' yrics by Sammy 
Cahn: 'Love and marriage, love and marriage / Go together like a 
horse and carriage' uk 1992 

love an romancin noun d hi 1 1 I 1 1 ming slang uk- 

: seojtAND, jm 

love bladder noun a conddm t& 196s 
love blow noun marijuana us, iss6 

love boat noun 1 .1 he recr 11 1 In In. n as PCP 

or angel dust . 2 m inn u 1 Ip | in in 1 dehyde us ms 

love child noun 1 men >er of the 1 . interculture us, mo 

love conkers noun the test le Li ing an image of the fruit of 
tfifeSprss thestnut tree while playing on the familiar quotation 
'tew .congtrers all"’e& ms 

love cushion noun your boyfriend or girlfriend us, 19S6 
love doctor noun i 'Ll Aii i" 1 11 rnal drug best known as 

ecstasy. Descriptive of the way that ecstasy treats your emotions 

love drug nouni MDMA the recreat na I 1 best known as 
ecstasy. Descriptive of the effect that ecstasy has on your 
emotions; widely used uk is9S 2 the recreational drug 
■ITigtfiaqiialoftP, ires jcmSpr asQuaaludes™ us ms 
loved up; luvdup; luvved up adjective under the inffargEipe of 
MDMA, the recreationa drug best known as ecstasy, and 
experiencing the emotional need to sfcarwie boundlessdafflfHSh 
that is..associated with the drug uK 19% 






love-’em-and-leave-'em; love 'em and leave 'em | low-hung 
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love-'em-and-leave-'em; love ’em and leave ’em adjective used 
as a descMptidn of philandering .or a philanderer uk, mi 

love factory noun a brgtet.Ifef# 


love glove noun a coridonf us, 

love handles noun a roll of fat on either side of the body, just above 


love heart noun a tablet of MDM 
as ecstasy, possibly mixed with the recreational drug m^Jeflua 
lone, best known as Quaaludes™, ictehified by an embossed heart 
These variously coloured tablets are named affega sherberty 
■children's sweet uk im 

love-in noun a communa gathering for a hands-on celebration of 
interpersonal lo vetiM, i%7 

love in a punt noun very ng near water' 

mb 

love it! used for registering definite approval uk 2001 

love juice noun semen uk m2 
love lips noun thevSginal labia uk otjf 

lovely noun 1 an attractive w man 2 phencyclidine, the rec¬ 

reational drug known asPCP or-Sngel dust. A longer variant is 
'lovely high’ us. rszs 

lovelyboy noun used a il rm 1 Idre terotypically Welsh, 
peihapv as a esul; ni as um ay aclor W'rnsm Davies 'n BED 
television ctotelfseries 'It Ain't Half Hot Mum', 1974-$}, rtf 

lovely jubbly; luvly jubbly adjective wonderful, fantastic. Coined by 
John Sullivan (b 1946) as a catchphrase for the popular character 
Del Boy in the BBC television comedy Only Fools and Horses 
(1981 -96), possibly inspired by a remembered response to a 
'iibtity', a pyramid-shaped frozen' ice popular with children during 
y JftS 19:,Os and 60s uk, 1994 
love muffin noun the vagirf&jff^aw 
love muscle noun the penis us. w5s 
love mussel noun the vagina. A neat p 


bn love muscle (tht;pdnis) 
apartment or house where lovers 


M.(the vagina) us. 

love nest noun 1 a secluded rooffi, 
rendezvous us. 1919. 2 the vagina 

love nuggets noun marijuana uk 2003 

love nuts noun 1 e I- ibii 1 le because 1 exual stimulation that 
has not led to ejaculation, sexual frustration 
love off verb to love greatly uk 2000 

love pill noun a capsule of MDA, a synthetic amphetamine us 1970 
love plank noun the penis. Popularised in the film Kevin & Perry Go 
large, (2000) UK 2000 

love pole noun the .penis, 1999 

love potion #9 noun MDI It known as 

ecstasy. Descriptive 0' the effect that ecstasy has on your 
■erhotfons, front: a 1959 song by Lieber-aml Solte uk 2003 
love pump noun ih 1 111 Popularised if not ined for the film 
' ‘This Is SpirWl%pus, 1984 

lover noun 1 used 1 1 1 11 1 III.. who is not the 

speaker's lover. Possibly West Country dialect; certainly used as a 
characteristic of stereotypical West Country mummerset speech UK 
1973 . 2 any sex offender us. 1950 

loverboy; lover boy; lover man noun 

or one who tries hard to be so us 1952 
lover cover noun 11 I racir 1 protecti hield between a 
driver's legs to prevent injury in the event of in engine explosion 


love rocket no 


sjfttipi 


lover’s nuts noun 1 rat ache because of exual stimulation 
that has not led to ejawfetioiT sexual frustration us, mi 

lover’s speed; speed for lovers noun MDMA the recr itional In - 
best known as ecstasy MDMA is an amphetamine derivative that 
encourages empathy that isoften confused with feelings of love 

lover’s tiff; lovers' tiff noun 1 exua ransm tted infection. 

Rhyming slang for 'syph' (syphilis), but app ied more widely uk, 1992 
love sacks noun the testicles uk 2002 
love sausage noun Hirers us 20m 

love, security and devotion noun LSD. A sobriquet formed from 
the drug's initials us, 1970 
love spuds; spuds noun the testicles uk 1993 
lovesteak noun the penis us, i9m 

love tap nouni in motor rat ng minor el intentional contact 
between cars us, 1993. 2 in motor, gentle contact between one pin 
and another us, mz 

love trumpet noun hep li Especia in the phrase'blowing the 
love trumped (performing ora sex) us, 2001 
love truncheon noun the penis. From the shape and purpose; 
feufttofeuS yet aggressive uk, 1999 

love up vert to engage in sexual activity short of intercourse trinidad 

AND 1964 

love weed; loveweed noun marijuana us. ms 

lovey noun 

form of address. In conventional use until late C19, thereafter 
spllbbuiaf-orc »?# 

lovey-dovey adjective extremely affectionate, sentimenal, romantic. 
Heard at the turn of the century, then obsolete; heard again in the 
late 1940s. Wftei fipt a genuine endearment, it fends to be used 
.confemptubusly us, im 

low noun a depression, a state of depression (mental, physical or 
cShrifnercial), The opposite of high uk. 4 bi 
low and slow adjective describing the manner in which lowriders 
djiyfrfl^ffears, low tote,ground and at a crawl us, ms 
lowball noun in the used rr >usine li > ingly deflated price c/s, 

low bandwith adjective lacking information US, 19m 
lowbrow noun a person who is not, or has no pretentions to be, of 
above-average intellectual capability or aesthetic refinement us, 1903 
lowbrow adjective of file or no miellecliial merest or aesthetic 
. ceffhement us,. tm 

lowbush moose noun in Ala 1 n 1 rabbit us, 1997 
low camp noun a coarsely ostentatious style, often unintentional. An 
elaboration ol camp (flamboyance) us. m3 
lowdown noun detailed information us, 1907 
lower 48 noun in Alaska, all states except Alaska us 19m 
lower 49 noun in Alaska, all states except Alaska us, 1984 
lower deck noun the genitals, male or female us, mz 
lower states noun 11 - 1 I 1 I it ep Alaska us mu 
lowest form of life; lowest form of animal life noun used to 
categorise or insult the despised, the overlooked and the most 

low-flyer nickname 2 characteristic 

behaviour of the feathered grouse uk Scotland, 1996 
lowgrade verb to disparage with great effect us, 
low-hangers noun re t les tha ingle well bel the body Used in 
Sex and the City, a late 1990s television comedy to indicate 
testicles-that may get in the way of sexual penetration us. 2000 
lowheel noun a promiscu¬ 
ous woman,- the heels are worn down from persist¬ 

ent street-wal king austraua, 1939 
low-hung adjective possessing a large penis us. i9« 
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lowie | luego 


lowie noun i a pern i of link il fe ire i n Liverpool usage. Also 
spt 2 I tom 

LOWHEEL AUStRALift, 1944 
Lowies noun LowenbrauT* bfier us, nsz 

low maintenance adjective ' ed I a pet n) n l tequiring a great 
deal of attention or emotional support. A term that did not 
achieve anywhere nearthe-ftflfe of its cousin high maintenance 

low-man feed noun it unbal in tn< rstanding among friends 
playing a game that the person with i®Jbwest5§cofe on one 
game will pay for the next game us. 

low man on the totem pole noun in poker, the player with the 

low marble count noun low Intelligence us. 1994 

low neck; low neck and short sleeves noun art tifrcircumcised 

penis us. mi 

low on the totem pole; low on the totem adjective occypftojfiS' 
unimportant position in a hierarchy ox, 1974 
low pass noun a . naval aviator 

usage us. 19m 

low-rate verb to denigrate; tp 
low rent adjective cheap, inferior; despicable os i9sr 
lowrider noun 1 1 a car with a 

hydraulic system that lowers the car's chassis t&jjiysj: above the 
ground A liffe$tyte and art form rn the American southwest, 
especially among Mexican-American youth us, 190. 2a person 
wearing trousers without a belt and very low. 08‘tfil: waist us, 1997 

low road noun 111 ini 1.-I g 1 L li, Surely formed 

from thelimous Scottish s^jjKLoch Lomond': '0 ye’ll tak the 
high road, aftifjl tak the low road, / And I'll be in SffltlanfJ afee 
ye' uk 1970 

lows noun in pool, the solid-coloured balls numbered 1 to 7 us 1990 
low side noun in craps, all the points below sevens?; 19® 
low-tech adjective u i u L i r ■ I 11 log n lines low'(basic) 
with .an abbreviation us imi 


low wines noun in the ille prod.I hoi, the low-proof 

distrltafe produced by the first run of a still ss im 
lox verb to refill an aircraft's stock of liquid oxygen, used for 
breathing at high altitudes Canada ms 
loxed; loxed out adjective in a diminished state of consciousness 
after a heart attack or respiratory arreScAh abbreviation ef lack of 
oxygen '* us,. 1978 

loxion noun a neigf irh i. 1 in Ian torn location' south 


loyal to the dollar adjective bribed and compliant with ihe intent of 

the bribe us m 

L-plate; L-plater noun i | i per i ng i life entence. A play on L 
for 'life' and the L-plates that signify learner-drivers ux 1996 
L's noun OTWer S liceflSg US fOM 

LSD noun ► new LSD Vice 
recreationally us, 2001 

LSD nickname Lake ihore Drive,! hicago us ms 

LT; el tee noun a lieutenant I rom the common abbreviation us. 1977 

L-town; Lousetown nickname Klondfte,©!^ Yukon Territory Canada, 

L train noun ► take the L train to lose, to fail miserably us. 1993 
L train! used ft 1 rning that ire ne irbyus, 1993 
lubage noun marijuana. A variation of lubange (marijuana) us ms 

lubange noun 

lube noun a lubricant us, mo 
lube verb to lubricate us 19S6 

lubed adjective LUBRICATED . 

lube job noun other piece of 

machinery us. ffiSo 


lubra noun an A Australian 

Aboriginal language. Now only used derogatorily Australia, 1830 
lubra lips noun large tipsAtStjsiitA‘Wft 

lubricated adjective drublfcUS, 1911 

Luby Lou; Luby nickname lang; probably 

formed on Looby Loo, a rag doll character in children's television 
programme Andy Pandy, BBCrsfnhe 1950 ux 2000 
Lucas noun marijuana us ms 
lucifee; lucivee noun a Canada lynx Canada, 1949 
lucknoun ► you never know your luck something unexpected may 
well happen. Probably an elaboration of you never know ux mi 
luck into verb to be the beneficiary of good fortune US, 1920 
luck money noun a tip or gratuity us, 19 
luck out verb to experience some good luck us, 194 5 
lucky 15 noun a multiple bet, based on a yankee, combining 15 
separate betsiss mi 

lucky 31 noun a multiple.- 1 lections to'31 win 

stakes AtS? each-way stakes' uk 2001 
lucky 63 noun a multiple e ering si elections to'63 win 
stakes or 126 each-way stakes' ux soon 
lucky boy; luck boy noun a swindler; a pickpocket us 1922 
lucky buck noun a tesin© gambling coupon us, 1974 
lucky charm noun the arm. Rhyming slang ux, 199s 
Lucky Country; lucky country noun Australia. From The Lucky 
Country, 1964, by Donald Horne, Australian author. Often used 
ironically Australia, 1968 

lucky dip noun 1 1 hip. Rhymin '11 II ierived from the 
action of eating a bag of chips uk m2. 2 a whip Rhyming slang ux 


lucky lady noun a type of bel in an illegal numbers game lottery us, 

lucky last noun in horse racing, the final race 1 the day Australia, 

lucky Pierre noun the man (or the woman) sandwiched between 
the outer layers of a sexually active threesome Glorified in the 
following lyrior'Pterre gave it to-Sheila, / Who must have brought it; 
there, / He got it from Francois and Jacques, / A-ha, Lucky Pierre!' 
{Tom Lehrer, 'l Got ItiFtDtn Agnes', 1953). Predominately gay mater 
usage us. 1942 

lucky shop noun in 1 1 11 n establishment for betting with the 
TAB (a legal gamb ing agency) \ustralia, 1979 
lucky stiff noun in blackjack, a poor hand that is transformed by a 
lucky draw irltoia winning hand us 20m. 
lucoddy; leucoddy; coddy noun the bpsty’iuxbe®? 

Lucozade noun spade (a black 

p'fewt}, fermed on the name of a branded dri|^p raw 
lu-cu-pu good n hi - 1 n ed bi intensel used piece of 

bebop slang us 194s 

Lucy noun an individual cigarette sold over the counter us, 19% 

Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds; Lucy noun LSD. One of the 

Beatles' most psychede ic songs, 'Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds', 
1967, has always ftefetl seen as a frfbt very discreet) LSD reference 


Lucy Locket noun a pocket Rhyn ng ing rom a nursery rhyme 

lude; lud noun a 1 ilk i he reert tic lal irug nethaqualone, best 
known as Quaaludes™ or m-a manner not inconsistent with ’ 
imprecision of the drug culture, any central nervous system 
depressant. Quaalude™ was a brand name for methaqualone, a 
Muscle relaxant and barbiturate seMlMg introduced in 1965.and 
made illegal in the US in 1984 usr! 9J3 
ludraman; ludramaun noun an idiot, a stupid person. From the 
Irish for 'an idle person' Ireland, 1997 
luego used as a farewell. Spanish for later' us mi 
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luer noun a glass syringe with a slip-on needle and a solid plunger us 

lug noun 1 a lar 2 a woman who takes 

lesbian lovers in college and then reverts to helerosexuality after 
graduation from college. An abbreviation of '/esbian until gradu¬ 
ation' us. m>, 3 the ear uk isoy. 4 an inhalation of marijuana 
smoke, especially from a water pipe uk 199 6. s a demand us 1929. 

6 luggage us i$77 

lug verb accompany uk, 1 m 

lugan noun a Lithuanian Coftt|d in Chicago us, tm‘ 

luger loutnoun 1 mu . I 1 1 kraut tot ined from 

■’ ^hs weljstoowfj brand of German side-arm and a pw&)#n lager 

lugger noun 1 in 1 in re confider indl mebody who is 
assigned to provide background ambience, an extra us, 1931. 2 a 
person who physically transports players to an illegal poker game 

lughole; lug'ole noun the ear. A variation of lug (the ear) uk, ms 
lug in verb (used of a racehorse) to tend to run toward the rail us. raw 
luke noun pie 1 il iglnal secreti ns us, raws 
luken noun in circus and carnival usage, a naive, gullible person us, 

Luke the Gook noun during the Korean war, a north Korean; during 
' • #le Vietnam war, any Vietnamese petsph. War usage us, ms 
Luke the Gook’s castle noun a fortified North Korean position; US. 

lullaby verb lo knock unconscious; to kill us, mo 
lulu noun something that is amazing us, *5 

Lulu's parlor noun a brothel US 79# 

lumber noun 1 2 len 

goods uk 1956. 3 an action or piece of information intended to 
cause trouble uk. ns,,, 4a member of die opposite sex that you 
form an initial liaison with, especially with a view to greater 
intimacy uk Scotland, 19a sa non-playing, non-betting observer of 
a game of chance us - ► in lumber; in dead lumber in 

troubleftK 796z 

lumber vert 1 2 3 ■ form an initial 

liaison with someone sexually attractive, especially with a vi eWio. 
greater intimacy Australia 193: . 4 to encumber with problems or 
trouble uk rase. 5 to arrest I irst recorded in 1812 meaning ‘to jail', 
ftsm.'tumpigr' ||o pawn) uk, isk 
lumbered adjective 1 urn te I 11 11 I ill in current use. 
Australia, mu. 2 in (any sort of) trouble; having been given 
.unwelcome rgsponsimte$ uk. im 
lumbering noun exual inte i e tralia 1992 
lumberjack noun il I 1 hymin 11 layin in'lumbar', uk 

lumberman's strawberries noun prunes Canada iw 

lumber wagon noun aftopl, dilapidated car us, 1962 

lumber yard noun 1 the trees around ,2ati ; in a' golf course us„2ooo. 

2 a prison exercise yard Australia, 1956 
lumins noun rays of the sun. Often found as 'soaking up a few 
‘fcfnmsTtfe 7968 

lummed up adjective drupik uk-Scotland. ms 
lump noun 1 a stupid, inept persopt/K 79® 

2002. 3 in hot rodding and drag racing, at 
ttOTSii'Csrrfed 1 n your pocket u% im 
lump verb it 1 red uk m3. 2 to 

reluctantly accept Usually in the phrase lump it' uk 1791. 3 to 
strike; to hit UK 17m. ► lump lips lo talk on the telephone. Teen 
slang |§.#£7 

lumper nouni - an 

unskilled worket who helped oad and off-load vessels, and then 
more generally uk ms. 2 in carnival usage, a confederate who is 
to play and win a game in order to generate business tfit 


lump of coke; lump noun a man Rhyming s ang for bloke uk 1859 
lump Of ice noun fvict Hi n 11 lung UK 1909 
lump of lead noun the head. Rhyming slang, often used in 
connection with a hangover UK 1857 
lumps noun the con 1 1 1 ur action punishment or other 

unpleasantness, either physical 01 by reprimand us. 1930 
lumpy gravy noun 1 f 111 Rhymin hug i/k raw 
lumpy jumper noun a female member of the Royal Air Force. A less 
than flattering allusion to female breasts uk 2002 
lun noun in Newfoundland, a spot in the lee of the wind Canada, nss 
Luna Park bookmaker noun I ikmaker ho ippears to be 
operating hi* business just for fun. Luna Park was an amusement 
■park on Coney Island, New York, and later in Sydney. The Sydney; 
park has long used the sanrijfpet justftjfMt in advertisements 

AUStmUA. 1989 

lunar noun the bleed period of the menstrual cycle. Emphasises the 
monthly ifsythm of the cycle-re, 2000 
lunar occurence noun the bleed period of the menstrual cycle us. 

lunatic patrol noun ij e operatior I in 1 mentally ill person 

tl hospital CANADA 1945 

lunatics noun ► the lunatics are running the asylum; the 
lunatics have taken over the asylum used of any situation 
that is managed by those who are incapable uk 1981 
lunatic soup noun alcofotie drmkAUSWm 7935 
lunch noun 1 the rt il nita nil 1 in behintedator 

imagined when the man is dressed Australia 1 m. 2 oral sex 
performed on a woman us ms. ► do lunch to have lunch, usually 
a working lunch. Hoi ywood ingo, embraced elsewhere with a sense 
of mocking us. mu ► drop your lunch to fart Australia, 1 988. 

► out to lunch 1 distracted, insensible, f< I 1 tupid, vacant; 
being there with the mind elsewhere. A figurative use of a favourite 
excusefor jgtftfone not being fj@@, in this case extended to 'not 
all there' us, nss 2 knot ked from youi surfboard by a wave us, 1977 
lunch vert it 2 1 car engine to 

explode, scattering parts on the track or road. An especially 
common evenl and term m drag racing us, 1997. 3 to perform oral 
sex uk 1996. ► get lunched rr surfboard 

and thrashed by the ocean us, im 
lunch adjective without ,1 care, absent-minded us, 7975 
lunchbox noun 1 the 1 lale genit In especially when generously 
presented in tight'dothing. An indiscreet euphemism that makes, 
people smile; perhaps its most famous usage occurred during 
track athlete Linford Christie's impressive performance Sfifche 1992 
Olympic Games, when he took gold in the 100 mettfiStK.1992. 

2 someone who is completely out of touch us 7964 
lunch bucket noun 1 1 ill in 1 out ast 1 1 1 

lunch hooks noun the hands us 7896 

lunchie noun a lunchtime drini 1 1 ned in place of a meal uk 2007 
lunchin' adjective foolish. A formation based on out to lunch us, ns7 
lunching noun the act oiipral fex ok 7996 

lunching adjective completely out of touch and unaware of what is 
happening. An evolved out to lunch us 7999 
lunchmeat noun 1 in the pornography industry, an extremely 
appealing and sexual woman us, 7995. 2 in poker, bad cards or a 
player who proceeds with hand us, 19% 
lunch out verb i 2 to experience a 

psychotic Weak during drug intoxication ife'tm 
lunchpail noun an ugly tu[ land i I pised person us, 7968 
lunch tray noun a short snowboard us, i.995 
lund noun a despicable person trinidad and tobago, 1 980 
Lunenburg champagne noun rum. Lunenburg, on the Nova Scotia 
South Shore coast, is ong known for its fishing and trading, and 
the nickname comes from the old three-cornered trade.yyifh 
England and the West Indies - salt fish, rum and lumber Canada, 
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M20 noun i rneetin i itizer band radio j irgon, originally L 
UK use C 'interesting as the M20 is a motorway route to 
Folkestone us, mi 

M25 noun a tablet 1DMA, the r i na ug best known as 
ecstasy. The initia letter of MDMA leads a; lee designation of th 
'London orbital motorway (M25) thus memorialising the roacjhS? 
pivotal role in reaching-the (often) illegal locations of early raves 


a and pa adjective (used of hi me i i 


Machine noun ► the Machine in big ci 


Machine Gun Murphy no 
machinery noun i the equi 


lacaroni noun i an Ita lan-American or Italian I rom the pasta 
product i ik ms. 2 excrement Rhyming slang 'or 'pony' (the 
reduced form,of pony and trap), crap (excrement). Sometimes 
reduced to 'maca' uk 1974. 3 a pony; hence £25. Rhyming slang ft 
pony uk. 1857. 4111 betting, odds of 25-1 I rom rhyming slang for 
pony (£25) uk mi. 5 in ml drilling, small-diameter pipe us, 1954 
lacaroni verb tc le 1 Rhymir langl and trap (crap) 


Mack the Knife noun any surgeon us, 1980 
Macnamara noun 1 rro Slasg rhyming slang ui 

macocious adjective UND TOl 

macon; maconha; machona; mach noun marijuana 


macaroon noun for coon uk 1992 

MacArthur sweep noun 


macca adjective enormous. School slang or 


madam noun In a deck of playing cards, a que 

Madam de Luce; madam verb to deceive. R 
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Madame Tussaud | maggie 


Madame Tussaud noun bald Rh min in l it ted on the name 
of the famous waxworks' founder uk ms 
mad as a beetle adjective e 11 nel mad 1 \ogty Australia, 1942 
mad as a boiled... nenlalyd 1 A 1 lingly endless source 
of nonsense similes; 'mad as a boiled dictionary compiler' makes 
as much sense, which is probably the point uk, 2000 
mad as a Chinaman adjective remel nil cry angry Australia, 

mad as a cut snake adjective Either meaning 'out 

of^e% mind 1 with anger’ or 'insane' Australia, 7^ 
mad as a goanna adjective extreme y man, yew angry. A goanna is 
a large Wzard Australia, m2 

mad as a gum tree full of galahs adjective totally mad; crazy. The 
galah is a striking native bush parrot noted for loud calls and antic 
behaviour Australia, mz 

mad as a meat-axe adjective ~ w riel mad Generally meaning 
'insane' rathiftban 'out of one's mind with anger' Australia, 1946 
mad as a satchel of knees adjective insane, crazy uk 2003 
mad as a snake adjective extremely mad. Either meaning 'out of 
one's mind with anger' or ‘insane’ Australia, 1917 
mad as sand adjective 11 lei it ill ieran I Li 1 I usage 
mad ball noun in circus and carnival usage, a fortune teller's glass 


mad bastard noun a variety of MDMA, the recreational drug best 
known as ecstasy uk 1997 

mad bomber noun r mortar 11 I 1 tern From the initials 
MADS US, 1991 

Madchester mc/mame Manchester, the UK city that was, between 
1989-92. more inttaaEhwtthyoBthyimusicand drugfashionsthan 
any other. 'Mad' puns on craziness and MDMA (ecstasy) uk, 19 % 
mad dog noun 1 a fearless, aggressive, uninhibited criminal US, 1956. 

2 any cheap red wine. Originally applied to Mogen-David wine, 
later to any cheap wine us, 1974 

mad-dog verb 1 to behave in an intense 1 e ive fashion, giving 
the appearance of near insanity us, 1992. 2 to annoy new Zealand, 

maddy noun ► throw a maddy to have a iti|i ill-te«ifi|f UK: 
SCOTLAND, 1985 

made adjective 1 11 II 1 I 111 I111I 1 mm I mu 

2(used ofawoman) formerly virginal us. 1949 
made in heaven noun in t m in in nt 1 1 even Rhyming 

slang ok 2003 

made in the shade adjective successful, accomplished us, 1951 
made of money adjective wealthy ok 7786 

Ma Deuce noun 

made up adjective I ised uk, 1999 

mad for it adjective -1 eage I 1 phrase 1 inating in Manchester 
in ide north of tug and, gained its wider currency as a 
catchphrase to justify the excesses of Liam and Noel Ga'Kfl^r.S-'Sidi. 
stffeir band Oasis ok ;»?■ 
madhead noun a crazy p§f50n UK 2«? 
madhouse noun a brakevan (caboose) os, 1977 
Madison Avenue crash helmet noun a kind of businessman's hat 
US, 1965 

mad keen on adjective very imething or 

someone uk 1949 

madly adverb passionately, fervently, extremely uk, 1756 
madman noun a pill of pure MDMA, the recreational drug best 
known as ecstasy; MDMA in powdered fern A playful disguise of 
MaDMAn ok 2002 

Mad Max noun 11 Rhymln lu formed 1 the eponymous hero 
of three films, 1979-85, set in a post-apocalyptic wasteland; 
suggesting, perhaps, that taxes will both pay forand suivive thg 
apocalypse uk m 


mad mick noun i pi (the I). Rh ming ing 1 stralia.kk 
mad mike noun a mad minute From the military phonetic alphabet 
in which'm' is 'mike’as @9; 

mad minutenoun 1 1 mi h 1 li IDi eapon fire os, 7977 
mad money noun money set aside to use in an emergency or to 
sp'l.ui'ge os, 7S§ 

mad monkey noun a staff worker at the US Military Army 
Command, Vietnam Another of many terms expressing the 
combat soldier's d-Ss&iin for those who were in the service bui^$£ 
Ipotsee combat os, m 

madon! used as .1 moderately profane exclamation. Originally 
taten-Wrefican usage us 1977 

Madonna noun bly doomed 

to die very soon. Rhyming slang for goner, formed on the popular 
US Singer Madonna Louise Ciccone (b,1958) -ratherthan the 
religious icon uk 2004 

madonna claws noun an ugiy hand Contemporary gay use uk 2003 

mad out of it adjective dru 
mad props noun effusive .eorfjplitifus 7994 
mad railer noun a icing grey! >un< that will veer towards the inside 
•tail t)fi matter what its starting position Australia. w& 

Madras in the evening, mad arse in the morning given as a 
proverbial warning against eating a curry that is spicier than your 
body can comfortably handle. In Glasgow usgi/K scesfyip im 
mad skull noun a crazy or mentally unstable person uk Scotland, ms 
mad spun adjective deeply under the influence of LSD us, 1997 
madukes noun a mother us, $0£ 
mad weed noun green, weak marijuana Jamaica, 1979 
mad wey it; mad wi' it adjective drunk; mad w|ti drink uk 
SCOTLAND, 2002 

madwoman noun a pill fpureMDEA in anal gue of MDMA, the 
recreational drug best known as ecstasy. Probably as a vafiatioil Of 

MADMAN (MDMA)i$ij ; '5S|tf - ' 

madza; madzer; medza; medzer; midzer adjective half Front;, 
Italian mezzo (a half). Used, Ini example, in 'madza beagered' 
{halftfrunki-and 'medzer caroon (a half-crown) tikiaroz 
Mae noun amon in hill exual 1 term of endearment 
ProMbly adopted from the name of glamorous film actress Mae 
West used in such .conversational gambits as: 'Hello, Mae, how are 
fOu today?' uk 2003 

Mae West noun 1 up 1 1 1 lb breast -I ming slang, formed 
from the name afutwom US actress and writer, 1892-1980 uk 
1992. 2 a life-jacke! worn by aircrews. Military. Remains familiar 
thanks to its pops arity with crossword compi ers uk, mo. 3 in the 
language of parachuting, a partial inversion of the canopy resu|iif% 
from a deployment malfunction us. 1158. 4 a French-Canadian 
sugar <p1 CANADA, 1979 

mafia noun used 1 >art of i jocular for.mini ting to a large 

number or influential group of peoptews; m 
mafioski noun t criminals Conventional'mafia' with the 
’®ffix '-skfto indicate a Russ&n heritage uk 7998 
mafu noun marijuana uk 2003 

mag nouni a magazine, in any sense of the term uk, mi. 2 a mag¬ 
nesium steel wheel on a race car us. no. 3 a magneto, used on 
drag racing engines with no battery 01 generator us, ms. 4 a brief 
conversation; a chat, a gossip Australia, 

Mag noun a Magnum™ pistof {$, 
mag verb H) chat; to prattle uk, ipso. 

maga dog noun n patois, from 

moogo or mawga meaning meagre, hence skinny, 2004 
magazine noun 1 1 nonth ser nee to jail u. 1949 
maggie noon 1 the Australian magpie, Gymnorhina ubicen Australia, 
1901. 2 marijuana Variants on the name Maggie, all diminutives of 
Margaret, play very too^-on marijuana: 'Maggie', megfi, 'megg', 
'meggie', 'meggs' us, 7959 
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Maggie noun any revolver that fires a cartridge that is more powerful 
than standard ammunition us, 1957 
Maggie nickname Briti i Prime Minister ( 1979 - 90 ) Margaret Hilda 
Thatcher (b. 1925 ) The UK wasn't really on first name terms with 
Mrs Thatcher until she became PM; earlier in her political career, 
however, she was vilified as 'Maggie Tttcbftrriilk snatcher'. Also- 
as Atti'a the hen' uk 1994 

Maggie's drawers noun ; on a rifle 

Maggie’s millions noun i ii iremoo I luring the premiership of 
Margaret Thatcher ( 1979 - 90 ) uk, im 
maggotnouni i I i h me per n 2 a white person. 

I Irban hi. ck usage us n : 3 a repulsive female Australia, » 7 . 4 in 
the US Air Force, someone who is very dedicated to service us ms. 
► act the maggot to play the fool ireiand.- 1937 
maggot; maggotted adjective drunk Australia, 2003 
maggot bag noun a meat pie 2003 

maggotbox noun an Apple Macintosh 11 * computer us, 1991 
maggot wagon noun a catering. f||i us, 1992 
maggoty; maggotty noun rngr in a bad m I Australia, 1919 
magic adjective i ng approval and 

enthusiasm uk 2001. 2 in computing, complicated or not yet 
Understood i&. ibsj 


magic flagon noun marijuana new Zealand. 1990 

magic fudge; fudge noun hi 1.. nfe Hon that has 

marijuana as a centra ingredient uk 1970 
magic hour noun Hi time I 1 1 1 1 1 nd dark A filming 
term; according to Sing eton, 1 1 he light is very warm, the sky is a 
magical deep blue, and shadows are Hong' (filmmaker's Dictionary, 
1990 .) US, I960 

magic money machine noun 1 m mated cash machine. Used 
widely in conversation since the 1990 s new Zealand, 2002 
magic mushie noun a hallucinogenic mushroom Australia, 1982 
magic mushroom noun at 1 mu ir n ith in hallucinogenic 
effect - the most commonly grown‘and used in the UK is 
Psilocybe Semilanceata or Liberty Cap.mysbrdOfd us. m 
magic numbers used as a farewell. Referring to 73 and 88, citizens' 
band radio code for 'good wishes' us. 1976 
magic roundabout noun used as an informal name for the system 
whereby a difficult prisoner is contantly moved from prison fpj 
prison. Named after The Magic Roundabout, a stop-motion 
animation children's and colt television programme first broadcast 
in the UK in 1965 uk im 
magic smoke noun marijuana uk 199s 

magic sponge noun a towel or sponge applied to injured players 
during a game who then have a miraculous recovery Australia, 2003 
magic up vert 1 rnpro tor ihance,toen< u rage uk 2003 

magic wand noun the penis Ok, ms 
magistrate’s court; magistrate's noun atlftrrk of jptttj, an 
alcoholic drink. Rhyming slang for short uk 1992 
magnacious adjective excellent, great. 

magnet noun a person who attracts the precedent thing or personal¬ 
ity type us, 1993 

Magnificent Mile noun a stretch of Michigan AvenueCf|$|yngfrom 
the river to Oak Street in Chicago, lllionois A Chamber of 
Comreta? phrase that took root in thevernacular us, im 
Magnus Pike; magnus noun 1 1 1 1 Rhymin Hang for dyke, 

formed from the name of a British scientist and television 
presenter UKiorB. 


magsman; maggs-man noun 1 a confidence trickster whose pi 
device is conversation uistraiia o 2 a ralkalive pearon. a 
raconteur Australia, 1924 


maha adjective 

maharishee noun marijuana us, 1980s 

Mahatma Gandhi noun a hand Ri ni lang formed from the 
name of the Indian 'leader, 1869-1948 uk 1992 
Mahatma Gandhi; mahatma adjective sexually aroused. Rhyming 
slang for randy, formed from the name of the great Indian leader 
and pacifist, 1889-1948 uk, aw 
mahogany bomber noun [he desk vvk'ch an office-bound pilot 
'flies' uk mi 

mahogany gaspipe noun used as a mock representation of 
intonations of Irish Ireland, 1992 

mahooha noun thl il 11 | hr In in ei re ind pointless talk us, 

mahoot noun in bar dice games, a roll that produces 00 points for 
the player us. tszt 

mahoska; hoska noun an ill.. 1 illy heroin us, >949 

maid noun 1 a blacl man egardle of age or occupation). 
Offensive, demeaning south Africa mi. 2 female virginity. Also 
called Trinidad and tobagO, hbtz 

maiden noun 1 won a race us 

ns/. 2 by extension, a jockey who has never won a race us 1971 
maidenhead noun a woman's toilet Punning on the hymen and 
head as 'a toilet' us, 

maid training noun lb-1 u essofinst 1 Him ind conditioning the 
behaviour of; a sexual submissive. The submissive's menial service 
becomes part of a sexual relationship (in which an figment of 
transvestism is usually implied); used in a dominant prostitute's 
advertising matter uk 2003 

mailnounian erhr ird conversa 1.. 1 band radio us, 

1976. 2 in horse racing, information about a horse or race useful for 
wageri ng Australia, 1939 

mail-call; mail noun enei 11 mortar, rod 1 irtillery being 
received. Coined in World War I, still used by World War 2 veterans 
iryillgp^Us 1919 

main noun ► the main nd 

dwellers off the coast of Maine, the mainland a? im- 

Main noun ► the Main 

StyEatherine Street running east and west through the centre, has 
become the main street of the city, St Laurent (or St Lawrence) 
was'originally the centre of shopping, immigrant settenettf and 
the garment district, and so it has held the name Canada, 2001 
main vert to inject a drug into a main vein us, 1952 
main line noun 1 any large i I ein, especiall the median 
cephalic vein us 1930s. 2 a major vein used foi (he injection of 
narcotics, usually heroin us 1931. 3 al a horse racing track, the area 
With the greatest concentration of mutual betting machines us, 

19.51. 4 the genera 1 popu ation of a prison us m7 
Main Line nickname the we ill ill'll in ) the west of 
•JgPhiladelphia Pennsylvania, extending from.iMerion to Bryn Mawr 
•fb Paoli. From the Paoli Local commuter train that ran out of the 
main line effiw now-defunct Pennsylvania Railroad, caffyliig: 
businessmen to work and future lexicographers in blue wool 
jerseys with five white stripes otriach arm to txr 

mainline verb t main vein us, 

mainliner noun a vein us, 1934 

main man noun 1 1 1 1 11 1 1 I 11 1 1 in n 2 a 

pimp, in relation to a prostitute us, mss 
main pin noun a railway official us, 193$' 

1 punch noun i ni lured girlfriend us, 1994 
1 queen noun^. man's primary girtfriertf us 1948 
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main squeeze noun n romance us. 1926 

mainstreeting noun the use of the main street of a town, especially 
by a politician, for campaigning Canada, 1959 
maintain verb ► maintain your low tones do not raise your 
voice at me. A phrase coined by writers of the 'Coneheads' skits 
on Saturday Night Live in the late 1970$, featuring three 
Remulakian aliens who lived quiet and: noitSd, lives in the suburbs 
of New Jersey. Most ofthe Remulakian phrases were too forced for 
everyday slang, such as 'molten lactate extract of hooved animals’ 
t> 'melted cheese', but a few such as the were temporarily no," 4 * 
vogue u$ r i9ff 

main vein noun 1 ihe penis us, 2001. 2 the vagina. Usage is recorded 
as 'especially among druj ► stab in the main 

vein from a male perspective, to have sex I ormed on main vein 
t#re vagina) uk, ks 4 
mainy adjective fearless, crazy us, 2004 

mais oui adveib oi (H.rse, cerla'i An affected usage, adopted 
.directly from Rf^nch mats oui (but yes) uk a»g' 

Maizie noun used as a term of address among male homosexuals 
# 190 

maj noun majesty. An informal, generally affectionate, reduction uk 

major noun a dependable; reliable person. tS, wse 

major verb ► major in plumbing in college, to take nothing but 

easy courses An allusion 10 'pipes' (easy courses) us, 1955 
major adjective 1 very good us, r*r. 2 absolute. Used as an intensifier 
Australia, ms. 3 handsome, dressed well trinidadand tobaco, 19 67 
Major Deenoun 1 malt II II in I 1 f by major domo' 

major-league adjective prominer 1 1 m[ hed, prestigious. On 4 th 
September 2000 , US presidentia c; ndidate George W. Bush leaned 
to his running mate Dick Cheney at a campaign stop in 
Naperville, Illinois, and, pointing to a reporter, said 'There's Adam 
Clymner - major-league asshole from the New York Times'. 
'Major-league' had matof-Idague arrived us. mi 
major leagues noun the highest I 1 11 ement in a field us, 

Major Loder noun 0 ia ia water. Rhyming slang, 
formed from the name of a famous racehorse owner In the early 
part afCZOm, mi 
majorly adverb very much US, fsm 

Major Stevens noun 1 1 I tir II 1 Rhyming slang uk, mi 
mak noun a machete Critical v important during the Vietnam war 
for hacking through jungles us, 1990 
makable adjective (user > 1 1- 1 urfing, p 1 tile to catch for a 

ride us, 1973 

make noun an identification us, ms ► on the make 1 in search of 
sexual company us, urn. 2 seeking any opportunity or profit uk 1992. 

► put the make on to try to seduce us m3 

make verb 1 to identify (a person)t ik 1906. 2 in planespotting, to 
record ('collect') an aircraft uk, 29,15. 3 10 seduce or have sex with 
someone us, 1923. 4 to admit someone into membership in an 
organised crime organisation us, raw. 5 to manage to catch and 
travel on a scheduled vehicle uk 1955. 6 to fix a price. In stock 
market use uk sc 7 10 steal, to appropriate uk mo. ► as 
pretty/clever/happy as they make them used for indicating 
an extreme. Current examples (found in a quick search of the 
Internet, December 2003 ): 'as bad as they make them', 'as 
American as they make them’ and 'as happy as ihey make them' 
uk. 1896. ► make (a period of time) to be sentenced to or to 
serve a jail sentence ► make a break 

to escape or make an attempted escape from prison us, 19so. 

► make a bubble; make a jail; make jail; make prison; 

make years 1 it : 

trinidad and tobago, 1937. ► make a thing of; make a thing 
abouttomal li il m iuhIm ► make a zeef 

to show off trinidad and tobago, 2003. ► make ass to blunder; to 
make a spectacle ofyourself Hawaiian youth usage us mi. 


► make fares tobago, i987. 

► make fart 

tobago, 1990. ► make friends mi m > w lo take a lesbian 
lover trinidad v ► make good lo succeed: to meet 

► make hole to drill for oil us, raw. 

► make it i to have sex us 1952. 2 to leave us, 1913. 3 to be 

accepted by us, 1955. 4 lo be acceptable us, 1955. s to succeed, to 
become pio perc u in ective ► make it up 

to to compensale someone for a oss or a wrong lhat has been 
suffered ut ► make like 1 ggested manner. 

Used'iff conjunction with 'artf to join a noun and a verb in a pun 
us, 1954. 2 to behave in the manner of something, to act like us, 

1881. ► make like a boid to leave. Teen slang Canada, mo. 

► make love to steal Canada, c ► make love to the lav to 

vomit into a t ► make nice tc re act 

politely us 1957. ► make no bones without hesitation, to deal 
with or react to an awkward or unpleasant situation, no matter 
how difficult uk 1459. ► make one to plan and carry out an 
escape attempt from prison uk 19/4. ► make one out to 
successfully ► make smiles lo have 

sex uk 200.!. ► make the hole lo rob d-unks sleeping on 
undergrouni ► make the 

show in motor racing ith qualifying hea 1 qualify for the race 
us 1993. ► make time 1 Hi them; educe us 053. 

► make tracks ► make with to 

use, to bring into action us 1940. ► make your day to make a 
highlight or moment of happiness in an ordinary day; to be the 
highlighftcff, 5 »i? 

Make and Break engine noun massive le linder boat motor 
with a flywheel. Il is also known as a 'one-lunger' in Nova Scotia 
and Maine Canada, 1977. 


make-believe noun pretence uk. mi 
make for verb to steal, to obtain us 1930 


make mine; make it verb u - I 1 I 11 1 1 1 e imminent (a drink, 
details of an appointment, an amount, a quantity, a price), gener¬ 
ally in response to a question br a proposal us im 


make my day entered the 

popular lexicon in 1983 as ,1 line uttered by the Clint Eastwood 
character ’Dirty Harry’ jCaltahpri m the frlnn Sudden Impact US,, ms 
make out verb 1 to kl ith pa 1 mini ustained fashion us 
1949 . 2 to pretend uk 1659 

makeover noun a complete transformation of fashion and hairstyle 

make the scene with 18 US troops in 

Vietnam.to jirnit their M -16 rifles to 18 rounds because the rifle 
sometimes-jammed whert loaded to its 20 -round capacity us mi 
make-up noun the final result of any event that is the subject of 
spread-betting uk: 

makeup! used 1 1 nr ice interje 1 1 I ipularised by Milton Berle 
in the early days of lIS television; the running gag was that Berle 
would be knaetedKjff his feet with sacks of flour or a makeup 
man with an oversized makeup powder puff after mentioning the 
word 'makeup'. A meaningless eatchphraseithSt swept the nation 
rkf 

-makingsuffix rmething as 

having the ability to cause the condition of a prefixed adjective. A 
linguistic formula credited f§g$ft|jU$or Evelyn Waugh, 1903-66 


makings noun the tobacco and 10I ing paper needed to make a clga- 


mal noun in | 11 1 I 1 1 function uk 200. 

Malabar Hilton nickname the Long Bay Correctional Complex, 
Sydney Australia, 1988 

malad noun 

malarkey; malarky; mullarkey noun tiorgerst us 1929 
Malcolm Scott adjective hot. Ri ming im if theatrical origins, 
formed.ffqtn the rtifpg.Bf a female impersonator, 1872-1889 UK 
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Malcolm X noun a tablet of MDMA, the recreational drug best 
known as ecstasy. Uses the adopted name of Malcolm Little, 
1925 - 1965 , a leading figure in the US black civil rights 
movement to disguise x (ecstasy) uk ms 
male beaver noun featuring shots of the naked male genitals os, i<m 
malehouse noun a ,ftsi|f^iui(t'tiriitbel MS m3 
male twigs noun low quality marijuana us, m 
malky noun i a safety razor used as a weapon; hence an improvised 
weapon (a broken bottle, etc) Possibly rhyming slang, based on 
Malcolm (Mu ky) I nisei; lor 'razor 1 ; ik. Scotland, 1973. 2 a cut given 
from a razor as an act of violence; a blow; a beating. From the 
previous, sense uk. Scotland. 7973 

malky verb to attack and cut someone with a razor; to stab. From 
the noun sense UK: Scotland, ms 
mallard noun a hundredkiStlaf'noilii^ Jass 
mall crawl noun inoutingto 1 shopp ng entr lowly moving from 
shop to shop. A play on pub-crawl or bar-hop with a rhyme to 

mall crawler noun 1 in pend heir pare time at 

shQpjsfrrgjS^ntres us. 7993 

mallee adjective ► fit as a mallee bull extremely fit and healthy 

AUSTRALIA, 7960 

mallet verb ti mash iefeat. Used by ti - in the Falkland 
islands, 1982 uk, 1982 

mallethead noun a fool, a stupid person, a numbskull. A variation of 

MULLETHEAD US. 1960 

mallienouna v< ui in i pend heir free time at shopping 

centresus ms 

mallingnoun shopping centre, 

socialising with other young people uS'ms 
Mall Madonna noun a girl who spends a lot of time in shopping 
centres Canada, 2002 

mallowpuff Maori noun a Maori student who excels in school. 

From a branded chocolate-covered marshmallow biscuit - brown 
on: the outside,- white on the. inside newzealand, ms 
mall rat noun a young person who spends a great deal of time at a 
shopping centre os mi 

malpalant adjective Tench mat parlant 

(speaking poorly) trinidad and tobago, 2003 
malt noun a Maltese; Maltese;,^ g>» 
malt sandwich noun a beer Australia, ms 
mamwwiia n 16 ; mainly 

■Ohildish now, but earlier usage was also familiar or vulgar uk tm. 

2 a lesbian uk i%2 

mamanoun 1 used as .1 term ol address towards a woman us, 1959. 

2 a young woman, a woman Originally Black usage. Also spelt 
'mamma' us, 017. 3 in motorcyle 1 ubs and gangs, a female who is 
available to all the gang members and attached to hone os i$6s. 

4 a sexually promiscuous female uk 1177. 5 in a lesbian couple, the 
more traditionally feminine partner us, 7947 . 6 used as a disparaging 
term of address lor an Indian fema e Singapore 2002. 7 in a deck of 
playing cards, a queen us, 1 iss. 8 the lead aeroplane in a combat 
flight formation U£ mg 

mama! used for expre in urprise, e lecially by women trinidad 
and tobago 2003 

mama bear noun bear (the police) 


mama-jammer noun'i ■ I 1 - 4 hemisn for motherfucker' us, 


mamaloos; mamaloosh adjective dead, dying. The word comes 
from Chinook jargon rnernoloost (dead) Canada, 1956 
mama man noun in effeminate man, hete exual or homosexual 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1973 


mamapoule noun in feminal I nanding man. From the French 
for ’mother hen' trinidad and tobago, ms 
mamary noun ir's protection 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 197S 

mama-san noun hi Southeast Asia usage, a woman whose age 
demands respect, especially a brothel madam. The Japanese 
honorific mrt added to Engfeh ‘naamsbas irn 
mama shop noun i mall neigh >urh< fg i. hop, especially 
one owned by ndians Singapore, 2002 
mama's lane noun D pa ng lane 1 i mo rway. So named 
because the 'trucker, .anxious to see his wife, is driving fast and 
passing cats,as, m 

mama's little helper™™ in shuffleboard, a score that is 
accidentally provided f: you by an opponent us, i%7 
mama's mellow noun the calming effect of secobarbital (brand 
name Seconal ™), a barbiturate us, wMc 
mamby pamby noun a stupid n in tobago, 1956 

mammaries noun ih fema breast Afterthe mventional sense 
(relating to the female breast) itifiser 
mammoth adjective huge. The stuff of advertising: 'MAMMOTH RUG 
■’•'IM^ftbut who’d want a majTrmdtb rug?) uk 1937 
mamms; mams noun the female breasts. A reduostj^m; of mammaries 


mammy noun 1 a mother ijk. 1523. 2 in a striptease act, a woman, 
usually older, who waits backstage, catching a stripper's clothing as 
she flings it offstage us 1 w 3 Hie most; the ultimate example. An 
English language version ul tin (am u Aral mother of all us, 
i97i ► the mammy tide in 

Irish. The definite article in Hiberno-Eng ish, following and 
sometihB@i r extendingthe usage of the indefinite article 'an’ in 
Irish, has some distinctive functions which mark it out from 
standard English, for example, 'Better give her the both d' 1 m|m', 
(Roddy Dqytei th&ifyp, ]99 T) Ireland, 1996 
mammy adjective a lot of Placed after the noun us, 1992 
mammy-fugger noun u I 1 -u|herr m for motherfucker' us, 

mammy-jammer noun used as a euphemism for 'motherfucker' us. 


mammyjamming adjective lor the intensifier 

'motherfucking' us, m 6 

mammy mine noun wine d . langur nOtland. 1985 

mammy-screwing adjective used as a euphemism for 
'motherfucking' us, m3 

mammy-sucker noun u, 1 i; I i^mism for motherfucker' us, 

mampy/raun 1 bu rr 1 1 1 I luptuou man Jamaica, 1994 
mampy adjective (of a w 

Rubenesq ue Jamaica, 1994 

man verb in team sporls, lo defend an opponent man-to-man us, 1972 
man; mandy noun 1 ne, m elf E igli 1 gy; use from Romany 
mandi uk 2000. 2 a drug dealer ( is, 7942. 3 in a deck of playing cards, 
ariking us, 1 ► a man's got to do what a man's got to do; 

a man’s gotta do what a man’s gotta do homespun philos¬ 
ophy in use as 1 1 h| n ill 177 ► a man's not a 

camel I ain tlm 1 1 1 1 41 1 i ini » ► the man 

a police officer in authorit figure ► yer only man 

something that possesses a unique quality Ireland, 7997 
man and man noun people in general Jamaica, 7989 
man and wife noun a knife. Rhyming slang uk, 7925 
man boobs noun flabby ch iverweight man 

■AUSTimiA, : ms 

Mane noun 1 2 a 

Mancunian; a native ofManohesteT uk 1999 
Mane adjective M.ancuii ar, ol Manchesteram 

Manch noun Manchester uk 2000 
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Manchester City; manchester | man oil 


Manchester City; manchester noun the female breast Rhyming 
slang for 'titty' (tit) noted as 'rare' uk mi 
Manchester United noun a red and black capsule of MDMA, the 
recreational drug best known as ecstasy. Designed and branded in 
tribute to the football tisam, but someone got the tsSflnteejteur^-’' 

Mancy adjective I i I i III i i I I i ill Ir M - li ip r , given 
Manchester's reputation foi wet weather, punning deliberately on 
MANKY (bad) UK. 2002 

man dem noun i 

M and G track noun in a pornographic film, additions to the sound 
track amplifying qp$lr$ aiid groans us. i»i 
mandie noun a tablet i he ecreati nal drug methaqualone, best 
Janaywras Quaaludes™. From thettade name Mandrax™ us, ms 
M and M noun in II i i i r recreati nal purposes: 
amphetamine, barbiturate, MDMA, the recreational drug best 
known as ecstasy, Named for M&Ms (branded in the US since 
1940s) the candy-coated chocolate sweets which, in appearance, 
are simfepto multkotqured pilous 
mandoo-ed adjective drufifcbfc 2002 

man down! used in pr 1 1 1 rtir th uard 11 rat a prisoner 

has been injured or fallen iffej hsoo 
mandrake noun 1 ethaqualone, 

best known as Quaaludes™. From Mandrax™, the trade name for 
a synthetic non-barbiturate sedative consisting of methaqualone 
ano a stpsf amount of the antihistamjhfe diphenhydramine us 
mss. 2 a sexually aggressive n 1a e 11<rnosexual us, razs 
mandy noun a tablet of Mandrax™ a branded tranquillizer uk 1970 

mane noun a streak of unmown hay left in the field after it has been 
cut CANADA. 1992 

man-eater noun 1 a win 11111 ith 1 tr< ig e lal appetite. A 
iftguratiyerappltcation of the-term for dangerous big catsu/c me. 

2 a homosexual man us 1979 
man fat noun semen uk, 1974 

Manfred Mann noun 11 m a suntar la rhymin Ian 
formed;from the successful 1960s pop group and the South 
African musician 1 who gave-ht$rgroup his name uk swimm was 
man Friday noun 1 1 I l< ho curried f our from white 
superiors and thereby avoided combat us mi 
man from Cairo noun Glasgow 

rhyming slang for giro uk sWtiand, 19m 
man from the Pru noun / on the UK 

investment firm Prudential WildingSociety's advertising 
cjgSnppaigty and Peru as a source country for much of the World's. 

manga noun of the few 

Japanese words to be transplanted into English-speaking slang, 
thanks in large pari to the proliferation of pornographic websites 
on the Internet japan, ms 

manged adjective damaged without hope of repair us, mi 
mangia-cake noun 1 1 | 1 ecially British but very North 

American (said by an Ita ian) c anada, ms 
mangle noun a bicydemusnMUA 1941 

mangle and wringer noun ited) singer 

Rhyming slang us 1992 

mangled adjective drunk or drug-intoxicated uk 2001 

mango noun a fifty-dollar note ; rom Hie orange colour new Zealand, 

mango head noun tobago, 1994 

mango madness noun in hopoi Australia, a feeling of agitation and 
oppression experienced leading up to the monsoon season 
AUSTRALIA, 1384 

Manhattan silver; Manhattan white; New York City silver; 
Subway silver noun 1 11 11 11 11 nginal li hi of fancy', a gen¬ 
etic variation cultivated from seeds which, having been flushed 


into the New YoripQi.i' sewage system, were wbSfetSr silver. A 
Jgfetily potent and purely fictional urban n$P| now, also,-.just 
another synonym for 'marijuana' us, 
manhaul noun 11 ire a sledge is 

hauled bypeopte, not vehicles Antarctica, m 6 
manhole noun the vagina us, 1916 

manhole cover noun vver', perhaps 

also playing on manhole (the vagina) hence, a playfully insulting 

manhood noun thajptejs. Euphemism uk, 1997 
man hunt noun a search for ,1 male as a sexual companion. 
Humorous up&M term originally meaning 'a search for a 
criminal or escaped convict' us. 1995 
man-hunter noun 1 1 11 1 11 pinster or a widow, par- 

'-icularlybfs who has, or is reputed to have, a strong sexual 
appetite uk mi 

maniac noun a railway mechanic us, 1930 
Maniblowban/drnamethe Canadian province of Manitoba. So 
named •becatfiepftheiaaWi windy winters Canada, 20m 
manicou-man noun an effeminate man, especially a homosexual 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 1996 


manicure verb prep re narijuanafor n I ing dimming the 
leaves and stems and removing foreign objects us. 193s 
manifestation noun 1 1 uebe i demonstration In a province 
marked by a traditions of public Service strikes, this unconventional 
■use Of a French word has had use for a long titne Canada 

Manila General noun used 1 humorou 1 en phobic nickname 
for any hospital with alarg®jyf®jsl*> staff us. 1939 
man in blue noun IJgjsce officer we 

man in Kokomo noun jus source of 

inside irtikrnstrpft tsn a horse or race us, mi 

man in the boat™™ >see: little man in a boat 

man in the moon noun a madman, a foal. Rhyming slang for loon 

man in the white coat noun 1 up; I npl eeofaninsane 
asyluitf Now generally in. the plural: ‘men in white o^s‘MJSmuA, 


Manisnowban/rtnamedw 1 1 I 111 t nee f Manitoba. Elome 
to tang, cold winters Canada 2m 

Mank noun 

manked in adjective confine bad weather 

ANTARCTICA, 1986 

manky adjective i | i iii ii ii iii iHv troin French 

manque (a deficiency) uk mu. 2 (of weather) bad. A narrowing of 
the general sense antari a t 5 3 drur k Possibly deriving from 
‘the previous sense, thus 'under the weather' (tipsy) uk 2002 
man-love noun 1 nemism uk. 2003 

manly Alice noun 1 1111 dine 1 mosexual man uk 2002 
man-man noun a male who exhii t high leg ee of virility us 1999 
manna noun e 1 pickin rhea i-senl [ tunity. A biblical 
allusion: uk mi 

manny noun a tablet of Mandrax™, a branded tranquillizer. A vari- 
. ySp’on of MANDY UK 196S 

mano noun used as an embe lished 'man' as a term of address us. 


mano a mano noun a one i i-one nfrontation Made quite 
■ifcmous in the US by Gotoel Oliver North during the moral 
collapse of the Reagan presidency, the Iran-Contra debacle of 
1986-87. Adapted from bull-fighting, where the term refers to a 
competition between two matadors and two or more bulls each 

If 1968 

man of the cloth noun in pool, a skilled player who makes a living 
betting on his ability us, 1990 

man oil noun 1949 
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man o Manishewitz! used as a jocular, mild oath. From a map of Tasmania noun pubic region 

commercial for M; nishewitz kosher wine us, 1992 Australia . 197s 


man on the land noun a fanner or olher rural worker Australia, mi 
man on the moon noun a spc#|j. Rhyming slang uk. 1 998 
manor noun 1 a district designated to a specified police authority uk, 
1924. 2 the area where you are born, or where you live and/or are 
well known uk m2 

man overboardl 1 1 the fact that 

a player is forced to draw a piece us 1959. 2 in craps in American 
casinos, used for awsstsfcing that thedee or a die are off the 
SllftiiS ms 

man o'war noun a bore. Rhyming slang uk igse 
manscaping noun 1 1 I 1 1 11 I 1 1 1 ind taping of male body 
hair for aesthetic effect Popularised in the US, and then the UK, 
by the varying national productis3»$-.of television programme 
Queer Eye hr the Straight Gaym 2m 
man-size adjective difficulty! ms 
man's man noun 1 I.. ilium In p 


Manson lamps noun 1 I >1 1 II f hat 1 mur lerous look. Formed 
from a reference to US serial killer Charles Manson and lamp (the 


manteca noun heroin uk 2003 

man teef noun 2 n in hi te I in 1 ter man Combines 
‘man’ and teef (to steaD; current in south I ondcn according to 
Johnny Vaughan Tonight, T3th February 2002 uk, 2002 
manthrax noun unfaithful men - 1 ibin n 1 f'mar ind 

'anthrax' coined;for .Sex arid the City, a late 1990s television 
comedy us, 2002 

mantlepiece noun ► you don't look at the mantelpiece when 
you're poking the fire 1 semi-p il 1 I 1 hphrasethat 
means a woman's ooks are irrelevant during sexual intercourse us 


mantOfioun a condom, leer slang, after South African Health 
Manto Tshabalala-Msirrangs§dt#Af@ot, 2003 
man-trap noun an 6? 1963 

manual exercises noun masturdaiiOrt us, 1954 
manual release noun manual stimulation of a man's genitals us, 

Man United are playing at home the bleed period of the 
menstrual cycle. The Manchester United football team play in a 

man upstairs noun Sod. Always 1 I vith 'the' us, 194s 
man with the minties noun in horse racing, a mythical, 
anatiymous. person responsible for a series of bad tips about 
torses and races httetgAUA, im 
Maoriland nickname New ZeaBhcJ AUSTRALIA, iiwi 
Maori overdrive noun coasting downhill in neutral new Zealand, 1 99s 
Maori screwdriver noun used on screws 

NEWZBMAHl>, 1998 

Maori sidestep noun in 1 with a poten¬ 

tial tackier, relying on brute force rathei than guile or finesse new 

%m/WD, 1998 

Maori splice noun any time-saving solution to a problem new 

ZEALAND , 1998 

Maori time noun a sensibility that is not consumed with worry 

map noun 1 the face us, /»u. 2 a musical score; a piece of sheet 
music us, 1970. 3 a cheque us, 1979 
map verb tO m &$ItSe US, 1989 

Mapes nickname the Maples Inn, a popular bar and music venue in 
Pointe Claire, Quebec Canada, 2002 
maple key noun the maple tree seed, which has wings so as to 
make it twirl in the wind Canada, 1989 


map of Tassie noun he female pul hair or pubic region Australia, 

maquillage; maquiage noun makeuf net From French 
maquiller (to make up the face) uk, 1992 
maracas noun the testicles. Rhyming slang for knackers uk 199s 
marathon nouni in 10r.se racing in 1 e tha longer than a mile 
and a quarter us. me. 2 any amphetamine, methamphetamine or 
otbircentral nervous system sti mulant Us. 1x0 
marauder noun a surfer who is indifferent to safely, if not reckless 


marble noun 1 2 a tablet of 

ethchlorvynol (trade name Placidyl™), a central nervous system 
depressant us. /css. ► make your marble good to improve one's 
prospects Australia ms 

Marble Arch noun rch - .. lang, for ned from a famous 

London'landmark u/c 199s 

marble halls; marbles noun mg for balls, 

perhaps formed after an earlier use of 'marbles' in the same sense 
f§put inspired bya similarityof shape .aridsize) uk 1992 
Marblehead turkey noun salt cod us. ms. 
marble orchard noun a graveyard niissi 
marbles noun 1 the testicles us, me. 2 dice us, m2. 3 money, cash, 
salary. Theatrical uk ism. ► all the marbles used as a symbol of 
complete success us, 1924. ► hand in your marbles to give up; 
to die. Variant forms are built on lire verb: 'toss in your marbles', 
'throw in your ► in the marbles in 

motor racing, in the outside portion of a curve where there is less 
traction us, m2. ► lose your marbles to become insane, to lose 
,ypuf mind us, 1902 

marbles and conkers; marbles adjective mad, crazy. Rhyming 
slang for bonkers, formed from two g; mes pi;yed by children, but 
probably inspired by phrases like 'lose your marbles' (to become 
madjQK 1992 

marblish adjective li 1 1 ill 1 1 11 1 I up when losing 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 2003 

marcel noun waves made 

by a heated curling iron. After Marcel Grateau pill-1936), a 
French hairdresser us toes 

marching dust noun cocaine UK im 

marching orders noun a d mi il fr m npl ment or romantic 
involvement. From the military use us, i856 
marching powder noun cocaihbTA shortening of Bolivian, 

COLUMBIAN or PERUVIAN MARCHING POWDER US, 1984 

Marcia noun in horse racing, odds of 9-1. Rhyming slang based on 
Marcia Hines, an extfeffleliy popular singer in Australia in the mid- 
1970s AUSTRALIA. 1989 
marcon i noun m eavesdropper urc,-$m. 

mardy adjective 

mainstream via television programmes like Coronation Street uk 

mardy-arse noun a si.lker 1 tom Ike dialed word mardy (sulky) uk 

mardy-arsed adjective sulky hinin p i - mbination of 
dialect word mardy (sulky) with '-arsed (having the characteristics 
Of) UK 2002 

mare nouni something good that is hard to believe, a dream. 
Amends conventional 'nightmare' (a bad dream) and slang 
'nightmare' (something bad)ur 2something undesirable 
Ireland, tool 3 an unpleasant, bad-tempered woman, especially as 
ah ijfeuttff^-term of address uk tern 
mare and foal noun ealand, ms 

mares' nest noun a bar for women and their escorts new Zealand, 


marga adjective skinny ijk 200.2 
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Margaret Rose; margaret | Martin Harvey 


Margaret Rose; margaret noun the nose. Rhyming slangs ms 
margarine legs noun al avail 

abi)ityvB®» 4 UA imr 
Margarita noun marijuana us. 1979 

Margate sand noun rlw h 1 1 I Rhymir 11 formed from a 
seaside resort on the East Coast of England uk m2 
marge noun margarine m.ims 

Marge noun the passive, 'feminine' partner in a lesbian relationship 

mari noun a iri mi'i 1 1 1 iret - lippin marijuana' us. 1933 

Maria noun in a of spades us. 1950 

Mariah Carey adjective ;< 11 Ri mir in in led on the name 
of the popular US singer (b. 1970 ) uk 2004 
Maria Monk; maria noun ;emer R ning langfor spunk, based 
on the name of the author of Awful Disclosures, 1836 , a popular 
erotic boofeof its timet*, aw 

maricon noun a homosexual man Spanish slang on loan to 
^^nerican, slang trinidad and tobago, 1950 
Marie Corelli; marie noun mA ion 1 lele 1 in Rhyming slang 
for telly, formed from the pen name of romantic novelist Mary 
Mackay, 1855-1924 uk. 1971 

marihooch; marihoochie; marihootee; marihootie noun 

marijuana martini noun 1 11 ip 11 1 m el n into, and then 
inhaled from, a chilled glass us. 2001 
marimba noun mafijuafta uk, mi 

marinate verb 1 to relax, to idle us . .. 2 to ponder, to debate 

e® jo® 

Marine Tiger noun a recent arrival in New York City from Puerto 
Rico. From the name of a converted C 4 troopship that brought 
many early Pueffo R«an immigrants to the US us ns 2 
marish and parish noun everyone trinidad and tobago. 1937 
mariweegee noun marijuana A jocular mispronunciation us 1994 
marji noun marijuang*fS%i;M; ? 9 @ 

marjoon noun a sweet confection with marijuana as a major 
Marjorie noun marijuana us. 1979 

mark noun 1 a victim, a potential victim of a swindle ljk. 1749. 2 a 
number bet on in the lottery game whe-whe trini0Adand tobago. 

mark verb 1 in casino gambling, to place in a stack chips equal to 
the amount of marker (a loan) extended to a gambler is rear. 2 to 
realise, to see, to understand uk 1 97c. ► mark your card to 
fSfbrrn; to warn. (Sraj*) this marking of race cards uk ass 
marked wheel noun 1 igg I r<>ul< 1 e wheel us 197s 
marker noun 1 in casino r gambling en rprise in advance with 
an IOU; by extension, any debt or obigation os m7. 2a person 
who bets on a-rfumber in the lottery game whe-whe trinidad and 
tobago, 1930. 3 a vehicle’s licence plate Canada, 1949 
market price noun the going rate for sex with a prostitute us. m2 
Mark Ramprakash noun a ur'nalkx 1 Rhyming slang for slash, 
formed from the name of the English cricketer (b .1969 ) uk 2003 
marks noun signs of intravenous drug use, such as scars or abcesses 

Marks and Sparks nickname the retailer Marks and Spencer uk 1904 
Marlboro country noun a remote place; the wilderness us, raes 
Marlboro man noun 1 ru e n 1 ne, hand me cowboy type. 
Derived from the decades-long advertising campaigmfor Marlboro 
cigarettes, featuring ultja-masculine cowboys smoking* 19® 

Marley noun 

and rnaryuana-lover us, 1997 

Marley's collie noun | ten 1 mi f marijuana, a hybrid of 
Jamaican sensimillia. Named in memory of reggae musician Bob 
Marley tlfSfS-SI 1 ), a Rastafarian; collie (marijuana) Jamaica, 1990s 


Marlie-Butt noun a cigarette austraua, 1996 
marmalade dropper noun something shocking, surprising or 
upsetting, especia v a newspaper article. I rom the idea that 
someone, especially a newspaper reader, will be so stunned that 
breakfast may fall from the fingers uk, ms 
Marmite noun u nent 1 nil ning slang for shite, 
formed on the name of a branded yeast extract - a brown paste 
Which Is apparently an. acquired taste uk, ms 
Marmite driller; Marmite miner noun a male homosexual. 
Pejorative; a reference to anal sex, based on marmite (excrement) 

Marmite motorway noun the rectum. From marmite (excrement) 
Marmon noun morphifte us, ms 

maroc adjective extremely drunk A shortening of the Glasgow 
pronunciation of miraculous up Iqjsjwd m 
maroon noun a moron A malapropism that emphasises the point 
Wing' made us, mi 

marquee player noun a In .1 1 I rofessional athlete 

with the ability 10 attract a arge audience us, 1934 
Marrakesh noun 1 met of Mi can hashish uk 2003 
marriage noun in car manufacturing, the installation of the 
powertrain (the engine, transmission, pinion, ring and differential 
gears) us. 1993 

Marrickville Mercedes noun in in in 1 irious cars popular 
with New Australians. From Marrickville, a suburb With a high 
population of New Australians austraua, m7 
married adjective 1 handcuffed together us mu. 2 in trucking, part of 
a two-driver team us 1971. 3 (used of opium) adulterated with 
foreign substances OS, ties 

married quarters noun in prison, the section where men who 
prefer to adopt a gay lifestyle tend to congregate uk 2000 

married to Mary Fist adjective obsessed with masturbating us, mo 
marry noun ► marry under bamboo to be married in Hindu rites 

GUYANA, 1996 


marry verb 1992 

marry and bury verb (of a minister of the local church) to carry a 
parishioner through life's big events Canada, 1 97s 
marryjuwanna noun narijuana. A le >mr 1 in example ofthe 
many personifications of marijuana intended as humorous us. 1970 
marry money verb to wed a wealthy man or woman uk kss 
Mars and Venus; mars noun I | n Rhyr ling ldngf/K/992 
Mars Bar; mars noun 1 

form of rhyming slang mars and venus (the penis), playing on the 
name of a famous branded item of confectionery that helps you 
'work, restand play’, apparently uk 199. . 2 a scar. Rhyming slang, 
after a popular chocolate confection introduced to thS'SKin 1832 


marsh noun in soda fountain .wage, a marshmallow us m6 

marshmallow noun a pillow us, 1976 

marshmallow red; marshmallow noun a barbiturate, a central 

nervous system depressant us, 

marshmallows noun 1 the female breasts us 1971. 2 the testicles us. 


mart noun the fin er All that ren lir 1 I 1 1 ming lang'Martin- 
Le-Grand; martin' $£0 hand), recorded in gay use about 1970 UK 

mart cover noun altgjgi#, From martini (the hand) uk 2002 
Martens noun h“ 1 tut I 1 I 1 li r industrial use and sub¬ 
sequently adopted as fashionwear, initially by skinheads and 
boot boys, then as a generaprastuon item for either sex. An 
abbreviation ofthe brand name Doctor Martens™ uk 2000 
martin-eye noun a martini. A jocular embellishment us, m9 
Martin Harvey noun 1 ict 0 iretence in ndf i to mislead Circus, 
etymology unknown uk 1.953 








martini | master maniac 
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martini noun 1 a ring uk .vox. 2 the hand; the arm. May be 
abbreviated to 'mart' uk, 1992. ► dry martini the left hand. Based 
► sweet martini the ngnl 
hand. Based on the popular branded .drink uk 2002 
Marty Wilde noun I- Rh ning I ig, fror 11 ie stage-name of 
a singer (b.1939) who had a number of hit records in the late 
1950s and early 6®, wbefrrfiik) ale was ata a. popular choice uk 

marvel noun ly used ironically 

auswMja, mse 

marvellous Melbourne nickname 11 Melt urne, Australia's 
second biggest city austmu& is® 
marvy adjective marvellous LS) wit 

marvy-groovy adjective bad. A combination of two cliched adjectives 
for 'good', meaning 'bad' us. 1967 
Mary noun 1 an Australian Aboriginal, Papuan or Islander woman 
Australia. i83o. 2 any woman of Indian descent Offensive, though 
not originally intended to he so south Africa 007. 3 any black 
woman, especially a domestic wbrltif; any non-white woman. 
Offensive, demeaning; from the previous sense: sothnA frica, 135 2. 

4 used as a term of address from one male homosexual to 
another us, 1925. 5 a homosexual man who is a Catholic us 2002. 

6 marijuana Simply being on first name terms with maryjane, 
mary warner and many other similar personifications of 
marijuana. Also written as lowei case ; is, 1952. 7 morphine us 1945 
Mary and Johnny noun 1 ramification of 

marijuana us, 1935 

Mary Ann noun 1 lang ljk, 1992. 

2 marijuana. A personification based on varying ihe vowel-sounds 
in 'marijuana', aifes appear as Maryanne' or Mary Anner' 

Mary Decker noun ... poli ehicle, e pecially an 

armoured vehicle; a minibus, especially one made by Mitsubishi. 
Township slang; after the US athlete (b.1958) who failed to win a 
1984 Olympic medal in the 3,000 meters, as a result of an 
incident involving South African athlete, iok Budd PI® was 
actually running for the UK) south Africa, ms 
Mary-do-you-wanna-dance noun marijuana uk, 2000 
Mary Ellen man noun he victim by 

telling a sexually charged story us im~ 

Mary Ellens noun Ijige female breasts. Rhyming slang for melons; 
described as 'fairly modern' by Ray Puxley, Cockney Rabbit, 1992, 
but sWgjy an ironic reference to the music hall song of some 80 
years earlier: Tm Shy, Marylltfn, I'm Shy' UK1992 
Mary Fist noun used as a personification of male masturbation us 

Mary Green; the Mary noun 1 1 n uif 1 u Is, the Queen. 
Rhyming slang uk, 1992 

Mary Jane noun 1 marijuana I 1.the disputed jiiesumption that 

marijuana is formed of two Mexican Spanish names: Maria and 
Juan or Juanita, hence Mary Jane, and many variants, Such as 
Mary J, Mary Jonas, Mary Juana and so on ox 1928. 2 cocaine, 
iftfiymihg slafJgUK 19% 

Marylou noun glue.-Rhyming, slang uk m2 
Mary Rose noun leclmen. 

Rhyming slang, apparently formed from the name of a sunken 
cplip which was raised withrnsijefi hoop-la in 1982 uk ms 
Mary unitfioun 1 motori ep li e officer us 2001 
Mary Warner; Mary Warmer; Mary Weaver; Mary Werner; 
Mary Worner noun 1 ne identity by 

mispronunciation us, 1933 

Mary Worthless noun an oldei homosexual man us 1979 
masacree noun a massacre uk ms 

masala relationship noun a romantic relationship between a black 
man and an Indian woman I rom the film Mississippi Masala, 
aafluding to the spice’mixture used in Indian cooking Trinidad and 

TOBAGO, 1994 


Masarati noun an improvised pipe for smoking crack cocaine, made 
from a 'plastic bottle us. m2 

mash nouni madia I t tat Al iriant mashed’ uk 1923. 2 a 
romantic infatuation; a sweetheart us, 1377. 3 any homemade liquor 

mash verb 1 to beat up, to 'beat to a pulp' Derives from convention¬ 
al 'mash' (to crush, smash utterly) us, isz?. 2 10 flirt aggressively us, 
1877. 3 to go away Usua y used .is a commarid 10 dogs trinidad 
and TOBAGO, 1950. 4 to pass, lo hand lo someone, to give us 1944 
mash and dash vert to kiss and run US, 19% 
mashed adjective 1 drunk us ou; 2 marijuana-intoxicated. Extending 
ihe previous sense, 1197. 3 astonished us ms 
mashed potato transmission noun in the used car business, a 
worn, loose, mushy automatic transmission us 1997 
mashed up adjective damaged, 1997 

masheer adjective El all d u I h u describing a 

garment Canada, 1988 

masher noun 1; 2 an unsophisticated 

flirt us 1973. 3a person who takes sexual pleasure (rom physical 
contact with strangers in crowded places uS. im 
mash list noun a tally of all th e th h n u have had sex us 


mash mouth adjective toothless TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1987 
mash out verb to complete us 1973c: 

mashup noun a creative remixing of separate pieces of recorded 

mash up verb 1 to beat up, to thrash uk. 1999. 2 (of a disc jockey) to 
mix dance records together uk 199 6 
mask noun 1 a tight, stretched face resulting from extensive cosmetic 
surgery us 1997. 2 oversized sunglasses us m2 
mason noun 1 an - reme igal [ 1 in. A r ference to stone walls, 
a methaphor for frugality us 1950. 2 a male homosexual who takes 
■the active rtfe® sex us 1949 
mass noun a lot of; a-great rrtanyiysi 7994 

Massa Charlie noun used as a stereotype of the dominant white 

male in relation If blacks us if® 

Massachusetts driver noun in the northeastern;US, an 
inconsiderate dnd dangerous driver us. 
massa day done! that the colonial 

era and slavery are a thing of the past rwNj&Apxw&TsaAfia i9» 
massage noun s I known that a 

legitimate masseuse may hesitate lo announce his or her pro¬ 
fession US, 2001 

massage verb to kill, Vietnam war usage us, 1926 
masses noun a large amount m? 
mass gas noun a group of tanker aircraft refuelling a group of 
.receiver'jplbhes us mss 

massive noun 1 :ers Jamaica, ms. 2 a gang. 

Predominantly West ndian and , IK Black usage 1954 3 a social 
grouping with a shared leisure interest, often identified by 
location. West Indian and UK-Black usage Jamaica, ms 
massive adjective excellent us m2. ► give it massive to enjoy in a 
very enthusiastic or excessive fashion Punning on give it large uk. 


massive! twzealand, /99s 

massive humanity noun a large crowd us, .ism 

Ma State; Ma nickname I 9 1 I lie -'i 1 1I11 A tribute to 

NSW's status as Australia's earliest colony, thus the 'mother state' 
MiSXmjA, 79(36 

master adjective excellent trinidad and tobago, mss 
master blaster noun a large piece of crack cocaine us m2 
master key noun in law enforcement, a sledge hammer us ms 

master maniac noun name us. ms 
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mastermind | Max Miller 


mastermind noun a railway official us. 1946 
master of your domain noun 1 ier 1 ho in refrain from 
masturbation for a prolonged period. Coined and popularised by 
Jerry Seinfeld in an episode of his television comedy The Contest 
that first aired on 18th November 199j v as im 
masturbation noun self-indulgent nonsense. Used in a euphemistic 
attempt tj&avoid wank uk 2001 
masturbation mansion noun a cinema theatre Showing 
pornographic films US, 1922 

mat noun ► go to the mat 1 engage in a ful lie struggle. From 
wrestling us. 190s 

mataby noun marijuana grown in Zaire, 19® 

matador adjective woman trinidad 

AND TOBAGO, 1956 

Matapedia screwdriver noun a hammer. Matapedia is a small 
town in Quebec, poised on the border with New Brunswick 

CANADA, 2002 

match noun appi imatel in in 11 e marijuana. An abbrevi- 
•■jifsnisf 'matchbox', which contains approximately the same 
amount us. 19® 

match verb ► match dials the r 1 1 < nchronise watches us. 

match bash noun a drag racing event built around a series of races 
between two types of vehicles us, im 
matchbox nouni in 1 < i< imate m isur half; ounce, 5-10 
grams, of marijuana. Derives from the capacity of a matchbox, a 
convenient measure us, 1991 2 a small house Ireland, 1920 
matchbox Jimmy noun a cab over truck bui 1 by General Motors 
Corporation us. 1971 

match head; match-head noun 1 a small single dose of heroin sold 
individually us, mi. 2 a footbal fen, especially one who goes to the 
game. Those interested in a specific football fixture refer to 'the 
match'; this combines with -head (an aficionado). A derisory term 
panning on: the small size 1 of a matchhead uk. 2001 
mate noun 1 a good friend; a buddy or chum. This word is used to 
3§e near exclusion of its various synonyms in Australia. ( My 
used: only by men, but since the 1980s increasingly by women uk 
i38o. 2 used as a form of address to a strangei Generally used in a 
friendly manner, but also used when being confrontational ucjjfcft. 
3 in poke-; a card that forms a pair us. 19® 
maternity blouse noun a large, loose shirt worn untucked by a 
heavy man us, mi 

mateship noun 11 1 dine rienc hi[ hi 1 ) Prime Minister John 
Howard tried to introduce this word into a 'preamble' to the 
Australian Constitution and came unfennuch criticism and 
ridicule since it was seen to exclude women - the referendum on 
the matter was not passed Australia, im 
mate's rates; mate rates noun :es applied to 

one's friends AUsrgAiiA,.pm 

matey noun a man; a companion; a comrade. Used as an 
affectionate form of address; in a friendly way for someone whose 
name is not known; in a pseudo-friendly mannerftjbbironising 

matey adjective friend 1 1 1 natey m a form of address is gen¬ 
erally used of a man, this usage ignores gender uk im 
matey boy noun Mini 1 I 1 man uk 
math out verb 1 n I 1 | 1 entatior > ond omprehension by 

virtue of dense mathematical content us, 1991 
'maticnoun an automatic pistol uk 1994 

matinee noun 1 a sexual encounter in the mid-afternoon us, 1944. 2 a 
repeat robbery of a victim us, 1950 
matlock noun a tooth. Hence 'matlock mender' (a dentist) uk, 2002 

matrimonial peacemaker noun the pfajS-us mz 

matsakaw; matsakow noun heroin us, /;■■// 

mattie noun a woman's very c ose female friend Barbados, 19& 


mattress noun a sexually active, promiscuous girl from a nearby 
vifllage Canada. 1992 

mattresses noun ► go to the mattresses; hit the mattresses 

during gang warfare, to relreal in an armed group to a fortified 
room, apartment or hemseus, 1904 

mattress fall noun 1 

mattress joint noun a hj|^,(catering t<J; isss 

Mattress Mary noun M m mification of the stereotypical 
sexually loose female us 1955 

Matty Mattel; Matty Mattel mouse gun noun the M-ISpriffe 
Named after due ley manufacturer because many soldiers in 
Vietnam, found the M Itittyfea seriously flawed rifldit^ im„ 
matzoh ball; matzo ball noun a Jewish dance or party held at 
Christmas. From a pun on a staple o' Jewish cuisine, adopted 
commercially for a series of events, and from thtsfsrnto wider 

Maud; Maude noun 1 m I 1 titute From the female name. Also 
used amongst male homosexuals as an adopted name. Probably 
■fiffoe the 1940s uk im 

Maud and Ruth noun the truth. Rhyming slang UK 1 977 

Maugerville slippers noun a town on the 

St John River near I redericton, New Brunswick Canada, 1991 

Maui wowie; Maui wauie; Maui wowee; Maui noun a potent 
marijuana cultivated in Hawaii I he island 0' Maui plus wow (a 
'tiling of wonder) ws tan 

Maui-zowie noun a strain of marijuana. A variation of maui wowie 


mauler noun a set of brass ikfluokfeij-;: 1953 
maulsprigging noun a beating Barbados, ms 
Mau-Mau noun it he is black to 

get his way with gwlty white people ts, ms 
mau-mau verb to bully, e political 

arguments that play on racial guilt. Coined as a verb by Tom Wotfe 
based onythe name of a secret society organised to expel 
European settlers from Kenya us, Jgzp 
mauve noun ixual uk 2002 

mauzy adjective with a gentle 

ocean breeze Canada, m9 

mavericknoun 1 stolen r'reappropriated nilitar vehicle. From 
%e western US Sense of the word as 'stolen cattle' us, wo 
mavisnouna male hom< u I , ing, formed on the name 
Mavis and originating among Cape coloureds soism Africa. 2000 
Mavis Fritter noun the anus. Rhyming, slang uk 2003 
maw noun a mother us im 

MAW noun an attractive >man h highl isible at fashionable 
events. An acronym. Of 'model, actress, whatever' uk im 
maxnounimax 2 naximum security 

prison us, rase ► to the max as far as possible, to the limit us. 


max adjective riSjRifi^jjJ^iSfeCyrity us. 1976 

max and relax verb 1 d thing 1 1 leisure with pleasure 

M jaw- 

max BBs noun highest rate of 

fjie and filling the air with, rounds us 7991 
maxed to the onions adjective military usage 

during the Vietnam war us, 1982 

Max Factor noun 111 ictor. Rhymir in rm 1 from the name 
Qfa ; e#A#ics company uk 1992 
maximum brilliant adjective extremely gootfiMtm 
maxi taxi; maxi noun a van used as a taxi T^ifjm.mDiOBAGO. im 
Max Miller noun | lli hii ling lang formed from the name of 
one of the greats of British-stand-up comedy, 1895-1963 uk 1992 
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max out; max verb i to reach a limit us. m77. 2 to complete a maxi¬ 
mum prison sentence us. 197.2. 3 lo relax us, 1984 
Max Walls; maxies noun the 0 Ml Rhymin mg for balls from 
the name of Max Wal ( 1908 - 90 ), a great British comedian uk res? 
Maxwell House noun 1 1 Hi 11 in u I lined on an 

instant-coffee brand uk 1992 

may all your consequences by happy ones used as a twmofoUS 
farewell. A catchphrase television sign-ofi on Truth or 
Consequences ( 1950 - 1987 ), a game show. Repeated with 
referential hurnocfig: 19S2 
Mayflower noun a ptytobutir car us isfc 

Mayne Nickless job noun in li - 1 1 m 1 1- emely large bet. 
The amount bet it so staggering that '1. must have been stolen 
from a payroll van of Mayne Nickless, Australia's largest corporate 
of health care AUBggpg rate 

mayo noun 1 cocaine, heroin, morphine os, 1949. 2 mayonnaise os, mso 

Mayor Hunna; Mayor John noun marijuana us, >968 

maypop noun in the used car business, a tyre that is not guaranteed. 

Because it may pop ,11 any moment us, m> 

May snow noun n Prin Ed ird Island late spring 
supposed to help cure blindness and sore feet Canada, tm 
maytag noun 1 eak pri ner nil le I 1 oe r laundry for 
others as a sign of submission us ms7 
may you live in interesting times used as a curse Generally 
jocular. In a speech given in South Africa in 1966 , US President 
John F. Kennedy introduced this allegedly ancient Chinese curse 
to the'weajd us, 1998 

Mazatlans noun t <- h sandals mad ith tyr tread for soles us 


mazawatee adjective fooli 1. Rl ming ing for potty, formed 
ffom Mazawatee Tea, an old brand napffor tea, perhaps also 
pu n n i ng 0 n '(tea) pot'« 19m] 

Mazola party noon 1 ui nhar ed by the application of veg¬ 
etable oil to the participants' bodies An a I usion and tribute to 
■Mazola Corn Oil™ us ms 

mazoola noun 

mazuma noun 1 money. From Plebrew to Yiddish to English us mm. 
2 a female professor us. 1947 

MB verb to return a carniva customer s money I rom 'money back' 

MBNWA noun ► Management By Not Walking Around the 

extensive use of e-mail to keep in touch with subordinates in 
business canaoa, 


McLean lane noun in trucking, the right hand or slow lane on a 
motorway us, rss 

McMudhole nickname McMuri i tation, Antarcti 1 \ntarctica. 2003 
McNamara Special noun / equipped for 

flying dignitaries to Vietnam during the war us, mss 
McNamara's War noun nge McNamara 

was US Secretary of Defense fitter 1961 until 1-967, much of the 
Vietnam war us. 1990 >see: mister truman's war 
MCP noun a male chauvinist pig. In common usage by those 
involved in the cause'of women's liberation uk, 1971 
McPaper noun ~ and poorly 

written term paper or essay f rom McDonald's™, (he ubiquitous 
purveyor of fast-food: us. mi 

McPhillips Street Station nickname the intersection of McPhilllps 
Street (Winnipeg) and the Canadian Pacific Railway main line 

CANADA, 1987 

McShit noun ► go for a McShit to use a fast-food outlet's toilet 
facilities without purchasing from the restaurant's menu. Based on 
McDonalds T M ifcsUt available at Bifq^^jlKing™, etc, UK0$ 
McTheatre noun marketed, big- 

budget, low-brow musical theatre us, 1996 
MD noun 1 Dr. Pepper™ soda us ;•*/. 2 a managing director. Only 
When' siskin as 'em dee' uk 19& 

MDA noun a synthetic hallucinogen (methylenedioxy-amphetamine) 
that also contains a central nervous system stimulant. Used as a 
technical jtrm in the late 1950s, in a Islang sense later when the 
drug became popular;' largely with gays us. 197s 
MDB noun ah pital patient ith 1 ippalling lack of hygiene. A 
'mega tfirtball' us. 1989 

MDO noun a day mi ed at il I 1- 1 fe ned illness An abbrevi¬ 

ation of 'Maori day off new Zealand, im 

meal noun ge us 1949 

meal-a-mat noun 1 ending m hin li >er ingfoodus > 

meals rejected by Ethiopians; meals refused by Ethiopians 

noun military MREs (meals ready to eat) us. mss 

meal ticket noun 1 person us isss 

mealymouth noun 1 person ho > I 1 nr erely or with a 
complete lack of conviction uk woo 

mean adjective excellent us. 1919. ► so mean he wouldn't pay a 
dime to see the Statue of Liberty piss very stingy Canada, mss. 
► so mean he wouldn’t shit away from home used;for 
expressing a high degree of stinginess and bad temper Canada mss 


Me-prefix used in combination with Hie noun that follows for 
expressing a cheap, mass-produced product From the 
McDonald's™ hamburger chan, us ms4 
MC; emcee noun 1 a masler of ceremonies ( is, 1790. 2 a rap artist. 

From 'microphone corttrol%r‘ f 7j$ tm 
MC; emcee verb 1 to serve as a master of ceremonies us, 1937. 2 to 

McFired adjective fired fr mal II I 1 e menial job us, 2003 
McFly noun use; vho does not 

think often or well. From a character in the Back to the Future 
fifr«S US 1989 

McGimper noun a pimp us, 1949 

McJob noun a ten;| 11 I 1 jot 1 I I 11D' no future prospects. 
Characterised as the sort of work available at McDonald's™, the 
multinational fast food brand. A term coined and trademark- 
registered by McDonald's itself in 1983 as a positive expression of 
an affirmative hiring program aimed at those with disabilities; by 
the late 1980 s a derisive term for the low-skill, low-wage jobs that 
were proliferating in tts&USrdyrwl^'f s tos-ideijgy'Oftor^> 


McJobber noun >r employment 

vwfh tittle-no prospects After mcjob uk 2003 


mean as black cat shit adjective used for expressing a high degree 
ofattfiginess Canada, ms 

me and the devil, pretty soon just the devil in poker, said 
when all players but two have withdrawn from a hand us, 1951 
me and you noun 1 a menu I nin Ian merely a play on 
words urc 1932. 2 in Bingo, the number two Rhyming slang uk 199s 
meanest adjective best us, ms 

mean green noun | ■ 1-11 , lidine he recreational drug known as 
PCP or angel dust I he 'green' is from the parsley or mint on 
whfeft the drug is at times sprinkled; the 'mean' is reduplicative 
0 accurately describes the behaviour of most users us, mi 
meani e noun yanescens a 

mushroom with potent psyehactive properties. Ashjira^sing of 

meanies noun 

specifically three opposed to citizens’ band; radio. Abbreviated 
frdfe'ilue meanies' us, mi 
mean mugging noun hateful glances us. 2004 

mean out adjective j 

mean reds noun the bleed period of the menstrual cycle us mi 
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meanwhile, back at the ranch | meeces 


meanwhile, back at the ranch used as a humorous indication 
that a story is about to change to another thread. Flfefeta clichSd 
device used in cowboy films us. we 
meany noun an - edingl m in per n Fh< Beatles, in the 
cartoon film The Yellow Submarine, 1968, popularised the term 
Jfie blue meanies' as an inteffsificatibn for those that cast a blight, 
on joyfulness uk mr 

me an’ you noun in Bingo (also House and Tombola), the number 

measle sheet noun i nilitar na[ ith I i - number of small 
circled numbers indicating cbeckpoirjts-ts, 
measly adjective conlemplihle, of Mule value, petty UK i m 

meat noun i the 2 3 

body us, 1834. 4 a corpse us 1949. 5 in a hospital, tissue taken for a 
biopsy us, 1994. 6 in motor racing, ,1 large racing lyre os, 1993. 7 in 
hot redding, structural metal in the engine block os, ms. 8 a 
musical instrument's sound before any electronic alteration uk 
m3. ► the meat athletes, Ms Use entertainment industry, ihe 
acjosyflte performers us. m7 
meat verb ► be on a meat-free diet to be a lesbian, A 
euphemism formed on meat (the penis) ok r 995 
meat and two veg; meat noun ised for Reg 1 diminutive of the 
name Reginald. Rhyming slang; an apparently teasing application 
of the non-rhyming sense as 'the male genitals' uk 1992 
meat and two veg; meat with two vegetables noun the penis 
and testae® us. raw 

meat axe noun n tele 1 11 1 I film makin 1 rod used on 
scaffolding to ► as a meat axe as hell 

AUSTRALIA, 1949 


meat rack noun i a restaurant, bar or other public place where 
people gather in search of sexual partners us, m2. 2 Piccadilly In 
London’s West End, an area where homosexuals and homosexual 
prostitutes b#^|heir services Like so much meat displayed i^'i j 
butchers uk 1972. 3 a gymnasium us, 1976 
meat seat noun the vagina UK. mb 

meat shot noun 1 1 photograph 1 ene in a [ mographic film 
focusing on a penis us 1974. 2 a bullet wound in a muscle, not 
involving a bone ®"<§gan damage us, i&e 
meat show noun a striptease act or other performance featuring 
naked Sr bear-naked women us, m3 
Meat Street nickname illusion both 

''ijgthe meatpacking industry in the area and thetransvestite 
prostitutes who work there at night, iis. i$9? 
meat wagon noun 1 2 ner's ambulance 

us, 1942. 3 medical evacuation equipment, especially a helicopter os, 
1991. 4 a prison-service or police vehicle used for confining and 
transpo'ting prisoners uk im. 
meat whistle noun the penis ui ms 
meaty adjective (used of a wave) powerful us. 1991 
mebbe adverb maybe I torn North Country dialect uk 1825 
mech noun a rPldharricoK, mi, 

mechanic noun 1 In the un er I pecial t for hire us. 1949. 2 a 
hired killer r/s; ras9. 3 in gamb ing, a cheat who manipulates the 
cards or dice 1 is, 1909. 4 any safety device wora by a circus 
performer us, 1980. s an accomp ished, skilled lover us, ms 

mechanical digger; mechanical noun a black person. Rhyming 
slang for 'nigger' uk 1992 


meatball nouni 1 Im itte ullible per n 2 a false or 

petty criminal charge t is. 1 m 3 a co oared light lhat serves as a 
visual aid in ah Qpticaf'ihBding system for an aeroplane landing;eft 
an aircraft carrier us, 1957. 4 in horse racing, a combination of 
cathartics administered to a horse us. 1951 
meatbooknoun 1 1 1 r uni 1 1 rl I * ith the names 

and photographs of all incomingstudents US. 1996 
meat box noun a prison service van for transporting prisoners uk /996- 
meat curtains noun the vagirriPK 2001 
meat cutter noun a surgeon t£, im 
meat district noun an area where sex is available US, 1984 
meat drapes noun il e idition that e 1 hen a tight-fitting pair 
of trousers, shorts, bathing suit or other garment forms a wedge 
between a woman's labia, accentuating their shape us, 2m 
meat eater noun 1 rrupt [ li nil' rggressively seeks out 
bribes and other personal advantages us 1 972 
meat factory noun olleg r uni 11 hat re mil thlete 
solely for their athletic abi ity and without any real expectation 
that they will graduate us, 1978 

meat fleet noun usage us 1991 

meat hangers noun a pair of men's close-fitting and revealing nylon 
swimming trunks Ausrmmt^m 
meathead noun 1 upid pe n; hence a gene 11 derogative 
implying stupidity. No brains between the ears, just meatus m 
meat hook noun 1 1 ele 11 line >rl handline hook us, raas 

meat injection noun erect penis 

: .■dUSTRALfA, j$42 

meatmagnoun 1 homoer 1 ften [ 11 iphi magazine us 1979 

meat market noun 1 a bar or other public place where people 
congregate in search it sexua companionship uk 195 7. 2a 
modelling agency US rag. ' 

meat parlour noun where sex is the most Import¬ 

ant commodity us, m9 
meat-pie adjective 1 n juili 

meat puppet noun 1 ihe penis uk 2003. 2 a prostitute us 199/ 


mechanic’s grip noun in card trickery, a method of holding the 
deck that favours cheating us 2013 
Med noun ► the Med the le lands generally 

as the Mediterranean uk, js« 
med adjective medical us./flai, 

med head noun a member of the military police new Zealand, ms 
media flu noun a runny no e ml nsequenf niffing as symptoms 
of cocaine use. Some symptoms of influenza translated to a pro¬ 
fession noted for cocaine use, On the model' of Asian flu etc uk 

media whore; meeja whore noun someone prepared to do 
anything for publicity uk j 999 >see: meeja 
medic; medico noun 1 II r, whether physician or 
surgeon; someone who uses medical skills in a professional 
sapacity uk im 

medical shot noun in a pornographic film, an exlreme close-up of 
genitals u$ im 

medicate vert to use an illej^drui-USSS®' 
medicine nouni alcohol; liquor us «//. 2 illegal drugs or narcotics 
Wife 

medicine line noun the border between Canada and the US, 
especially in the west Canada, 1x7 
meditation noun olitar confinement n prison us, 1990 
meditation manor noun a prison cell used for solitary confinement 


Mediterranean back noun 1 phoi nju I I 1 I used as an 
excuse for taking leave from work. A racial slur referring to New 
Australians, many of wham were from a Greek, Italian or Lebanese 
background Australia, Jjsg; 

medzers noun money Parleyaree, theatrical and polari. Variants 
inetslil 'medzies', 'metzers', 'metzes', 'mettles', 'metzies', 
'nneasuresLand 'mesh' uk 1933 

meeces noun mu e I n the television cartoon 

series of the late 1950s, in which Mr Jinx the beatnik cat regularly 
described hsvfeelings towards Pixie arid CMe, two mice, as 'I hate 
those meeces to pieces' us. 1991 
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meeja; meejah; meejer noun media A phonetic slurring in 
fashionable currency; slightly derogatory and generally used with 

mee-maws noun the p lice. Echoi fa tone iren uk Scotland, 


meemies noun a feeling of' d form of the 

SCREAMING MEEMIES US. 1946 

meese adjective plain. Recorded in contemporary gay use uk 2003 
meet noun 1 a meetin pecially one conven i to discuss illegal 
malters uk. 1 865. 2 a session in which musicians collectively 
improvise; a jam Mffprnt mir 

meet vert in pol evious betas, 1990 

meeting noun ► take a meeting u a. R ial a business meeting. 
Entertainment industry terminology, used outside the industry in 
a mocking, pretentious tompftezz 
meffd adjective drunk uk, m 

mega adjective gre i jccessful, excellent, special. A multi-purpose 
superlative, from Greek prefix mega- (great) uk, 1969 
mega-prefix used for intensifying us, 1966 
megablast noun a dose of crack cocaine us, 1993 
megabuck adjective very expensive us, tm 
mega dirtball noun a hospital patient with an appalling lack of 
hygiendt&a® 

megapenny noun 1 nth 1 tnd I II 1 >ne ent limes ten to the 
sixth power) us, 1991 

megg noun a marijuana cigarette us 1942 

megger noun rector. From 

the long-gone practice of directors' using megaphones us 1977 
megillah noun ill 1 mething. F< I e nl lews on Purim, the 
reading of the entire Megil as Esthei is deemed an obligation us 

MEGO my eyes glaze over us< iffy 

MegRyannoun thorn 1a n nin no for non '(iron 

hoof), poof formed from the name of die US film actress (b.1%1) 


meig noun IS, 1962 

Mekong Delta nickname a neigt "ill.I .ih 1 large number of 

Vietnamese immigrants and businesses us, 1979 
mel noun in the language surrounding the Grateful Dead, a conven- 
.i%ta 4 law-abiding cititejm isw 

melana cream noun a powerful rie if ha 1 h from the Kulu 
Valley in Himachef Piaffep uk 2003 
Melba noun ► do a Melba ertainer) to retire 

and-then come out of retirement over and over again. Referring to 
B-ame Nellie Melba, 1861 - 1931 , Australian opera si nger Australia, 


Meldrew noun im I" e r elder man h 1 i complalner or 
a moaner, or is characteristically intolerant pessimistic or 
curmudgeonly. Named after Victor Meldrew, the central character 
in BBC situation comedy. One Foot in the Grave (from 1990 ), 
written by David Renwick and playeduby Scottish character actor 
Richard Wilson uk, 1990 


Combines 'bust' (to break) with melon (the head) US 2012. ► twist 
your melon t Combines 

'twist' (to dr range) with melon (the head) Survives as a 
catchphrase with the m&hriing barely understood uk, 1990 
melon gear noun a crash helmet us, 2003 

melon hut; melon noun 1 prefabr rl I 1 I 1 II but Antarctica, 2000 
melons noun large female breasts us 1957 

meltdown noun the complete and total malfunctioning of a casino 
slot machine us, 1999 
melted butter noun serf^|(bs, im 
melted out adjective broke; without funds us,. 190 
melton adjective hot. A pun '0 11 "III ig rigin il , recorded in 1885, 
however current use is probably freshly coined. Recorded in 
eontemporafy gasji^sux; 2003 

Melvin noun tl le 1 li 1 I ii 11 hen imeone pulls your 

trousers or underpants forcefully upwards, forming a wedge 
between buttPcfc cheeite.pl 1939 

Melvin verb 1 to -it imt ne te 1 - in< 1 1 them, especially 
as ^girl's revenge for sexual harassment. Obviously extends from 
the senses that convey a painful and forceful adjustment^, 
someone's underwear ui w. 2 to dupe us, 1991 
Melvyn Bragg; melvyn noun 1 a cigarette. Rhyming Slang for fag, 
based on the name ol authoi and television presenter Lord Bragg 
ofWigton (b. 1939) uk 1998. 2 an act of sexua intercourse. Rhyming 
stangtfcr shag, based on the name of author and television 
presenter Lord Bragg ofWigton (b.1939); this term came into use 
■shortly after the explicitly sexual television adaptation of his 1990 
novel A Time in Sturt- was first broadcast in 1992 ijk, 1992. 3 a 
contemptible person. Rhyming slang for slag, based on the name 
of author and television presenter Lord. Bragg of Wigton (b,1939) 
uk 1998. 4 a sexually promiscuous woman, a slut. Rhyming slang for 

member noun a fellow homosexual us, 1970s 
Memphis dominoes noun dies us m2 
menage a moi noun an act of female masturbation uk mm 
menali noun pot t the Himalayas, 1999 

mender noun in 11 1 ind in il usage, a iims adjuster us, mi 
men in white coats noun 1 im Ii or laborator personnel 
2 psychiatric staff Usually humorous, and in a context that 
questions^ person's sanity uk: rsss 
menopause manor noun in the Canadian I orces, ihe Sergeants and 
Warrant Officers' Mess Canada, 1995 
mensch; mensh; mench noun an honouiahk- person. German 
Werisch (a person): infe'pdtiish us. 1953 
mensh noun aitfjilhttor).; also, as a yfif m 1984 
mental noun an utbur nge r madne tralia 1979 
mental adjective 1 insane, crazy uk 1927. 2 wonderful, amazing, mind- 
blowing uk 1998. ► go mental to become very enraged, to have a 
fit of ill-temper ijk Scotland, ms 

mental blooter noun a spree of any kind of excessive behaviour uk 

mentalist noun ntricux, 1997 


mellow noun a good friend us, ozc 
mellow verb to Calm us. 1974 


mentaller noun ... pet on uk 2001 

mentalness noun a state of madness ijk Scotland, 1996 


mellow adjective 1 pleasing, relaxed, good us ms. 2 mildly and 
pleasantly drunk or drug-intoxicated uk ic99. 3 (used of a friend) 

mellow d adjective relaxed, enjoyable. A glorious pun on 'melody' us, 

mellow man noun aft attractive mala us. ms 

mellow yellow noun i i old for their 

nonexistent psychoactive effect us nu>. 2 LSD us rezi 
melon noun i the be id i tralia 2 a fool Probably a shortening 
of melon head Australia, rarz. ► bust your melon to confuse. 


mental pygmy noun a dolt US iiiA 
menu noun i the list i e ice t nil in a br thel us m 
2 grafitti describing sex preferences and telephone numbers us 1972 
mercnounainei enar 1 1 1 fficial US use f the term'private 
civilian contractor' instead of'mercenary' in the invasion and 
occupation of Iraq, use of the tefm 'merc'.'iajtfejfaiure Is 

doubtful ZIMBABWE, 1967 

Merc noun 1 a Mercedes car us, 1970. 2 a Mercury car us 1951 

Mercedes noun 1 

formed from Mercedes BenzAusTRALiA 1989. 2 a variety of MDMA, 
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merch | Mexi 


the recreational drug best known as ecstasy. After the luxury car; 
describing ttagfcsgo stamped on the pill !* >999 
merch noun rrgf£tjandise us, ims 

merchant noun 

merchant banker; merchant; banker noun a contemptible 
person. Rhyming slang for wanker (a contemptible person), coined 
in response to yuppie (a young upwardly mobile professional), 
many of whom were merchant bankers, moving into the Eastjltffy 
of Londao:4w(56g the 1980s uk, 1 992 
merck; merk noun cocaine. From the name of a pharmaceutical 
‘ .opmpah^tffi, 19 ® 

mercy! used for expre in mild urprise us, 1992 

mercy buckets! thank you An intentiona butchering of the French 

mercy Mary! 

fashion us, 1920 

mercy Miss Percy! imation us, 1953 

mercy sakes!; mercy's sakes alive! used euphemistically in 
citizens' band transmissions to register anger, shock, surprise, etc 


mere gook rule noun a belief during the Vietnam war that a crime 
committed against a Vietnamese person was not a crimeus raze 

Merlin the magician; merlin noun a pigeon. Rhyming slang uk, 

merry noun marijuan Apia 1 Hi nam la lerrured in many 
slang terms for 'marijuana' us, ms 

merry and bright noun 

merry dancers noun the northeri 1 ights Canada, 1946 

merry-go-round noun 1 the visits to many different prison offices 
the day before a prisoner is released us. »*,. 2 a railway turntable 
us, 1 946. 3a pound (£ ) Rhyming slang; ('hen reduced to 'merry' 

merry hell noun ► play merry hell; raise merry hell to make a 
disturbance, to complain 01 quarrel noisily and angrily, to make a 


merry laird noun 1 beard )la il nin m (a good rhyme in 
the Ipcaii accent} uk sconMiD. ms 

merry old soul noun 1 2 the anus 

Rhyming slang for arsehole; a specialism of the previous sense. 
Logically, this will be applied with iroisjfls, any arsehole (a 
contemptible person) uk, 2003 

merry syphilis and a happy gonorrhoea used as a humorous 
replacement for ’Merry Christmas and Happy New Year' Australia. 


merry widow noun 1 2 in pool, a 

cue stick with a butt made with a single, unspliced piece of wood 

mersh noun marijuana that is commercially produced for a mass- 
market US, 2004 

Meryl Streep; meryl noun ;lee >. ... lang formed from the 

name of the US film actress (b 1949) uk ms 
mesc; mezc noun mescaiM-us, 1970 
meseif pronoun 11 f in.ng a mmon Austra 1 

pronunciation Australia, im 

mesh noun on a computer keyboard, the # character us, im 

meshugge; meshuga; meshuggener; meshigener adjective crazy. 

Yiddish us, 1888 

mesmeric adjective used for expressing approval uk 2003 
mess nouni a person who is dirty or untidy; a person who is 
disorganised or incapable of being organised uk mi. 2 excrement 
uk 1903. 3 a large amount us 3,9,. 4 drugs us, ms. 5 in poker, a draw 
of replacejnent cards that fails to improve iBjp-'hand us, 1929 
mess; mess with verb 10 confonl; 10 mess with; to interfere; to 
bother; to fightus, ms 


messages noun I . . hencr mes ige bag, shopping bag. 

► do the messages to go on a smal 
ilotif shopping trip Ausjimfa sip 

mess around verb to engage in sexual foreplay; to have sex uk is% 

messed up adjective drunk 0 drug- it i< ited us 19® 

messenger noun a Jtalfetus; J9ffl 

messer noun a jOkaeftSA#.- J 9 ® 

mess up verb to beat someone up us wu 

messy adjective bad meaning 'good' uk 

met noun methamphetafnifie us, 1993 

Met noun ► the Met _ established in 

1829 UK, 1962 

meta- prefix u 


pr indicating,a than super- or hyper- 


metabolic clinic noun ah | ii 1 11 1 1 M li al humour uk 2002 

metalhead noun a lover of heavy metal music and the attendant 
lifestyle US 1982 

metal jacket noun a condom us im 

metal mouth noun any petson with orthodontia: us, ms 

meter noun twiilt^fftyp'cents us ms 

-meter; -ometer suffix the conventional suffix that creates a means 
Of measuring When used to make a flippant or nonce-word, 
especially as a measurer of sexual arousal. In 2003 a brief search of 
the Internet revealed 'sbagofneter', from shag (to have sex), 
'hornoffietir', from, horn (an erection) and 'pain-in-ttie-assometer’ 

meter maid noun if dice omar h he 1 < in city streets for 
parking infractions Canada, ises 
meter reader noun in the US Alt Force, aco-piiot us 1946 
methnouni meth mphe minr hydrochloride, a powerful central 
nervous system stimulant, brand name Methedrine™ us ism. 

2 methadone (a drug prescribed as a substitute for heroin) us, mo. 

3 marijuana. An abbreviation of method (marijuana) us 1994 
mether noun a methylated spijSte addict uk ms 

meth head noun a habitual user of methamphetamine us, 19m 
methical noun 11 rijuona - nbmal method 1 id tical, slang 
terms for 'marijuana' adopted as. crtias'es by rap artist 
Meth/cs/ZMethod Man us 1994 

meth monster noun 1 2 any 

,pretecl&l'6f@lusidn suffered after sustained methamphetamine:iig- 

US; 1989 

metho nouni methylated spirits Australia, 1933. 2a habitual drinker 
tjf methylated spirits australM, 190 
Metho noun a MethediSt.AliStBStM, 1940 
method; method murder noun marijuana us, ms 
Methodist hell noun the epitome of heal us. 19/5 
meths noun methylated spirits Australia, mi 
meth speedball noun methamphetamine mixed with heroin. A 
combination of meth (methamphetamine) and speedball (cocaif©' 
arB heroin mixed, or an upper and downer mixed), 
metric miles noun I 'piles' uk 2003 

metrosexual noun an urban, heterosexual male who, in matters of 
style or recreation, has similar tastes Sip those Stereotypically associ¬ 
ated with woftjen or homosexual men uk 1994 
Metro Tux noun 11 L Angele the pt e fficer uniform except 
for his shirt which is replaced by a white SsWtt With this slight 
modification,, policemen may drink at a bar without violating the 
department rule against drinking in uniform us, 1994 
MexnouniakU m i 1 ' ican-An 1 m tensive us, 1847. 2 the 
'Spanish language us isss 
Mex adjective Mexican. Offensive us, ;ss 4 

Mexi noun low qn A m i i ii 11 hi ied to be from Mexico us 2001 
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Mexican noun in eastern Australi i person from a tate south of 
one's own. In Queensland it refers to either New South Welshmen 
or Victorians, whereas in New South Wales it refers to Victorians 

AUSTRALIA, 1991 

Mexican breakfast noun any combination of a glass of water, a 
O'jsfgtt® and the chance to urinate us, ixo 
Mexican brown noun infer n Mexico. The 

adjective 'Mexican' has a negative value us, ws’ 

Mexican Buick noun a Chevrolet 
Mexican Cadillac noun a Chevrolet us, 1952 
Mexican carwash noun a rainstorm us, im 
Mexican cashmere noun a dbfiSi sweatshirt is, 1957 
Mexican chrome noun jMjinium paint 

Mexican cigarette noun a poorly made marijuana cigarette us, i9sz 
Mexican compromise noun:® (Jfdsion in which fSft'lose property 
but save your life us, 1954 

Mexican credit card; Mexican filling station noun a siphon 
used for stealing petro from a parked car us 1979 
Mexican diamond noun a stone cut and polished to look like a dia- 

Mexican fox-trot noun diarrhoea us,t 0 . 

Mexican green noun an inferior maojuana cultivated in Mexico us 

Mexican hayride noun 
Mexican horse noun I 

source plus horse (heroin) us, 1979 

Mexican jumping bean; Mexican red noun a capsule of barbitu¬ 
rate, especially Seconal™, manufactured in Mexico. Named for the 
capsule's appearance, not its effect which is sedative us, 1971 

Mexican locoweed; Mexican tumbleweed noun marijuana us 


Mexican mud noun it n her 1 h 11 riginates in the Sierra 
Madre mountains of Mexico; heroin us 1977 
Mexican muffler noun a im n stuffed ith teel ool functioning 
as a car silerieeruj 7953 

Mexican mushroom noun 

psychedelic drugs extracted from Psilocybe mexicana and 
'Stropharia cubensis mushrooms which are native to Mexico u$jtm 
Mexican nose guard noun a jock strap (an athletic support). An 
unkind linkage of the penis and nose us 1979 
Mexican overdrive noun Inf li 1 coa ing down a hill in 
neutral gear us, »» 

Mexican paint noun silver paint 05, 1954 

Mexican red noun 1 j M im 1 mii rana ith a red-brown 
colour cultivated in Mexico us 19 . 2 a capsule of secobarbitral 
<wdium (trade name Seconal™), a central nervous system depress- 


Mexican retread noun a ty nd superficially 

repaired us. m2 

Mexican shower noun ind armpits 

^ siSaWt 

Mexican sidewalls noun blackwall tyres that have been painted 


Mexican standoff noun 1 a situation in which nobody clearly has 
the advantage or emerges a clear winner us is9i. 2 the quitting of 
a poker game wt#i* player is-sf^Siy ahead, sfiglfly behind,, or 

Mexican straight noun in poker, any hand, a knife and a threat to 
use the knife. Reminiscent of the simple announcement, 'My 
Smith and Wesson beats yiwr;M house' us 1 m 

Mexican strawberries noun dried beans Canada. 2002 
Mexican time noui ck of punctuality us, resz 

Mexican toothache noun dysentery m i960 
Mexican traffic light noun a speed bump us 1992 


Mexican Valium noun Rohypnol M (f unitrazepam), popularly known 
as the 'date-rape drug us, 1995 

Mextown noun 1 1 1 I 11 i with a large population of 
Mfexicansand Mexican-Americans us 1957 
mezz noun mat iji 1 in 1 marijuana 1 1 1 An eponym honouring 
Milton 'Mezz' Mezzrow, a jazz musician who was better kridwh for 
his missionary work on behalf of marijuana than his jazz, and who 
jtjg'better remembered for bispwrtengthan his jazz us. 1937 
mezzony; mizzony noun the r loney requi III a purchase of 
marijuana. A combination of Mtzz (marijuana) and 'money' us 

mezzroll; mezz roll; Mezz’s roll; meserole; messorole; 

mezzrow noun 11 1 1111 11 1 11 11 1 1 rette 

MF; em ef noun a motherfucker us. 1959 

MFI noun 1 Ml From the 

name of the retail chain that pioneered self-assembly furniture Ja 
the UK, and became the butt of many jokes uk mm. 2 a very large 
myocardial ihfarcB©fca major heart attack. Medical slang, 
elaborating the conventiCrn®! abbreviation for the condition, Ml, 
with F for, presumably, -fucking-. MFI isalsfi a.Well-known flat-pack 
.prniftjre retailer uk, 2002 

MFIC; MFWIC noun I pr on in cl irge 1 1 ituation. An abbrevi¬ 
ation of mother/ucker (who’s) /n charge us, 1968 
mf-word noun the word motherfuck, motherfucker or motherfucking 

«5 1992 

MIA adjective difficult lo locate. I' mm the military label for ‘missing 
•fi action'os 2002 

miaow!; mee-ow! used of a malicious gossiper, crassft 
commentary on the gossip itself Intended as an impression of a 
cat's mew, from catti' (spiteful) uk i9S4 
mic noun a m/crophone. Pronounced 'mike' us rw >see: microdot 
michael noun the vagina newzUxiand. ms 

Michael noun an alcoholic beverage that has been adulterated with 
a strong tranquilliser; the narcotic that is so used, An abbreviation 

Michael Caine; michael noun r pair Rh ning 111 ig, formed from 
the name of the London-born film actor (b 1933) uk 1992 
Michael Miles; michaels noun haemorrhoids. Rhyming slang, 
'piles’, formed from Ihe name of a popular Television 'quiz 
inquisitor', haft Of Take Your Pick, 1955-6§M& less likely, from a 
‘4l5 banjo player uk. 2003 

michael-muncher noun 1 per n 1 enj perf lining oral sex on 
a woman new ze/rahkt, 199s 

Michael Schumacher noun formed from 

the name of the Germain-born world champion Formula 1 racing 
driver (b. 1969); the rhyme, while not perfect, is informed with 
irony - Michael Schumacher has long been associated with 
Marlboro cigarettes uk 199s 

Michael Winner noun li n 1 H n Ian 1 rmed from the 
name of fie British film director (b.1935) perhaps better known, 
in this context, as The Sunday Timm restaurant critic (With his 
Calwnw. 'Winner's Dirtners') uk ms 
Michelle noun in 11 I 1 1 1 1 I ef taken in an innings. 

Rhyming slang, on the imperfect rhyme of the nama of fiJitB. 
-actress Michelle Pfeiffer (b.1958), with 'five for... 1 uk 2001 
Michigan bankroll noun 1 note wrapped 

around small-denomination notes, giving the impression of a great 
deal of money us. m 1 

Michigan handshake noun 1 part a 

farewell. Newspaper advice r olumnist Ann Landers used the term 
in a column on 27th June 1996, in which she urged 'Embarrassed 
in Pittsburgh' to give her fmajtlFred 'a Michigan handshake' 'and 
tell him to hit the bricks' because he had taken a picture of her 
Steeping in the nude, tanders' use offfteterm generated a 
number of inquiries as to its meaning, and placed the term iiitf; 
the public lexicon. Landers herself pointed to Traverse City, 
Michigan, in the 1960s as the- Source of the term us, im 
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Michoacan; Michoacan green | midnights 


Michoacan; Michoacan green noun a powerful grade of 
marijuana, claimed to have been grown in the Mexican state of 
Michoacan 

mick noun i an Irish person or Irish-American us, ism 2 a car that is 
used in Ireland before being imported into, and reregistered in, 
England - the documentation on such a vehicle gives the 
impression of a much newer car Car dealers' term uk 3 a 
prisoner us, 1950. 4 the vagina Nt w Zealand, 1998. 5 a young bull, 
especially if unbranded of mickey Australia, im 

Mick noun a Cat I u 1 m Mid iy[ 11 1 rm of Michael, a 
common ttame amongst Catholics in kustraWa Australia. m2 
mick adjective (used of a school or college course) easy uk. 1972 
Mick adjective i Irish us, 1849. 2 Catholic Australia, ms 
mickey noun i the vagina Earlier also 'michael' (1950) and 'mick' 

(1930s) Australia, 1969 2 the penis Ireland. 1909. 3 a young bull, 
especially if unbranded \ustralia 4 an ordinary fellow us. 1949. 

5 a potato us 1936 . 6 an alcoholic drink adulterated with knock-out 
drops. A shortened form of mickey Finn us, rare ► throw a 
mickey to throw a tantrum Perhaps related to mickey (a young 

bull) AUSTRALIA, 1952 

mickey; mickey out verb to drug-someone's dSnk us, 19* 
mickey-dick veib 1 1 - ngage ir pett thiever 

Mickey D'snouna McDonald's™ fast-food restaurant us. 1977 
Mickey-Finn verb inca 1 1 m 1 ith 1 drink that has 
been adulterated with a tranquillizer I rom Hie noun us, 2002 
Mickey Finn; Mickey Flynn; Mickey's noun an alcoholic beverage 
that has been adulterated with a strong tranquillizer; the narcotic 
that is so used us. ms 

Mickey House no™ in poker, an uSplay&bie hand its, 1988 
mickey juice noun sexual vaginal, g&cmiam Australia, 199 6 
Mickey man noun a radar operator us 1946 
Mickey Mouse nouni a house. Rhyming slang uk, i960. 2 a 
Liverpudlian. Rhyming si; ng for scouse, no doubt informed by the 
use of'Mickey Mouse' to mean 'inferior'. Noted in mocking use 
among London footba I supporters uk 1992. 3 Famous Grouse™ 
whisky. Glasgow rhyming slang ut s< vtland, ms. 4 a wrist watch. 
From the watches witUrfltf face of Mickey Mouse first popular in 
the 1930s us, raw. 5 a variety of MDMA, the recreational drug best 
known as ecstasy, identified by the embossed motif ok, 2002. 6 in 
American casinos, a $2 50 chip us ms. 7 an ultra-shortwave radar 
used for aircraft spotting. From adisianS, the apparatus mayibe 
said to resemble a mouse us, 190 

Mickey Mouse adjective 1 inferior irival cheap. Originally coined to 
describe inferior dance music, then given a broader sense us, 1947. 

2 outmoded, old-fashioned or unnecessarily conventional os, 1971. 

3 excellent Rhyming slang for grouse Australia, im 

Mickey Mouse around verb tr und hool usage us, mi 

Mickey Mouse boots noun heavy rubber boots issued to soldiers 
spiring the Korean war us, m2 

Mickey Mouse mission noun ,1 simple, undemanding, relatively 
safe military task os, 1990 

Mickey Mouse money™™ 1 any unfamiliar or foreign currency; 
an unfeasible amount of any money Originally used by the US 
military for Japanese currency; contemporary usage may be 
applied tg, for instance, the Euro or Scottish banknotes 
2 military scrip issued to soldiers in the Korean war us, 1957 
Mickey Mouse movie noun a pornographic film that shows little or 
no detailed activity <4) wS 

Mickey Mouser; mickey noun a person frqna .UsefpddJyp; 

Liverpudlian. Rhyming slang foi scouseruk 2000 
Mickey Rooney no™ a macn,in 1 craz >er n Rhyming slang for 
loony formed from the name of US fi m actor and entertainer 

pPP UK. 1988 

mickey's noun LSD uk, 2003 

mickey-take; micky-take verb 1.0 make fun of someone; to pul 
someone's leg, to jeer at, 10 deride. I rom take the micky (to 
rrtqepj. Also used as a nounux 1959 


mickey-taking; micky-taking noun an act of derisive taunting uk, 

mickienouna bottled alcoholic drink us 1914 
Mick Jagger noun I r. Gla rhymi li 1 good rhyme in 
the local accent), formed from the singer with The Rolling Stones 
(b.1943) UK: SCOTLAND, 1985 
micks noun Michelin™ tyres us 1971 

Mick's blood noun Guinness™ stout The quintessential Irish beer 

UK:$S&i(Jitik, K 86 


Mick-takers nickname Scotland Yard's anti-IRA Intelligence Unit. A 
play on mickey-take (to make fun) uk, 1974 


Micky Duff; Mickey Duff noun ptiWelf, rough. Sjiymjng slang, 
formed from the name of a boxing manager and matchmaker 
(b,1929) UK 1998 

micky muncher noun a cunmlinguist Australia, ms 
microbod noun in mi nd I in 1 small idult or child with 
^the abfluty-.lab fit into narrow passages and around dififcBtt corners 

microchip noun ipanese per 1 Hi ning lang for nip uk 7992 

microdot; mic; micro; mike noun a small tablet of LSD uk mo 
Microsloth Windows nickname Microsoft Windows™ us, 1991 
mid-air noun in the language of hang gliding, a collision Involving 


middle nouni in por I in 1 mbination I bets that produce 
a win no matter what the outcome 01 the game us, 1975. 2the 
waist From Old Sjsgfjfh mddel and middil uk 2002 
middle comb noun hair parted in the centre Hawaiian youth usage 

"$km 

middle leg noun the penis Still in popular useuK /a* 
middle name noun 1 hing hicl - 1 - ion or speciality or 

outstanding characteristic may be claimed as your middle name 


Middlesex adjective homosexual A pun on the place us, 1948 

middle-sexed adjective homosexual us, 1950 
middle stump noun the penis. From cricket uk 1937 
middlings noun livestock feed 

used instead of grain us, 1974 

middy; middie noun a ten ounce glass of beer; a serving of beer in 
such a glass Australia, ms 

midget noun 1 of a youth gang us, mi. 2 in 

motor racing, a small, single-seat, open race cants mo 

midgy adjective s 

Midland Bank noun an act of masturbation. Rhyming slang for 
wank, formed froiiftftflfi name of a high-streStDanfeuK 1998 
midnight noun in dice 12 US ism' 

midnight auto parts; midnight auto service; midnight auto 
supply noun Mu ir pari 1 1 11 1 1 I nee us rare 

midnight cowboy noun a hom e jal prr titute, originally one who 
wears cowboy clothes; hence a homosexual man. Brought from 
gay subculture into wider use by the film Midnight Cowboy, 1969. 
The less subtle, general sense resulted from the film's success as, 

midnight lab noun a laboratory where illegal drugs are 

manufactured us im 

midnight mass noun in in rmei .. lang (probably from 

the north of England by the accent required for ihe rhyme) for 
grass (an informer )uk 19% 

midnight oil noun opium us, 1949 

midnight overdrive noun coasting down a If II with the car or truck 
in neutral gear us 

midnight revue noun n one person 

and multiple partners, usually consensual US, 1949 
midnights noun lira min I I 11 1 ledule beginning at 

midnight and ending at 8am Us 1994 
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midnight shopper noun a burglar us. m 
midnight supply man noun a person who traffics in stolen 
equipment os, 7954 

midnight toker noun a per 1 1 moke marijuana before 

'Retiring to bed us, 19/3 

midrats noun a meal served between midnight am. An 
abbreviation of 'midnight rations' jsr? 
midway bonus noun in circus and carnival usage, an extravagant, 
empty promise US, mi 

MIG alley noun died by North 

Korea and its allies us. 1951 
mighty adjective excellent neW: 2 ealan 0. 1984 
mighty adverb very, areally. Often ironic UK 1715 
Mighty Joe Young noun a central nervous system depressant us ms 
mighty mezz noun 1 ner 1 marijuan 1 trette, or simply 
’ marijuana us. 1946 

mighty mite noun 1 1 marijuana 1 il large buds Canada, 2002. 
2 an airblower used by the military in Vietnam to blow smoke or 
tear gas into'ghemy tunnels. Also spelt 'mity-mit# us i %7 

mighty Quinn noun LSD US, tats 

mike nouni a microgram (1/1,000,000th of a gram). The unit of 
measure for LSD doses, even 111 hie non-metric US us, w. 2 a 
microdot (of LSD) ms. 3 a microphone us, 1927. 4 a minute. From 
the military phonetic alphabet - 'mike' for'm', and'm' for 
'minute' us 1986. 5a person who secret y finances a licensed 
bookmaker Australia, kss 

mike; mike up verb to equip with a mfcrapbiot|e,Sfi, raw 
Mike Bliss; Micky Bliss noun the act of urination; urine. Rhyming 
slang for piss, which leads to take the micky, take the michael and 
Varianiigaeh as take the piss (to jeefj M; mi 
mike boat noun 1 mil 1 I in< 1 g 1 ill 
mike check noun oral sex cfh%fhfleUS iss 
mike fright noun >nts an actor 

when jRsfig a microphone us 1952 

Mike Hunt a lr 1 iii"'1 1. I 1 pran for waiting lists. The 

announcement Mike Hunt' sounds very rftutft life table 

for my oiipt', thus a source of amusement us, 1994 
mike julietnoun 1 1 hi rana ietnam ri r_^ The military 
phonetic alphabet for mj (marijuana) us, 1977 
Mike Malone noun 

mike-mike noun re measured 

ip ffiiflimetee&jflSSB the militaqfgShonetrc alphabet for ’mbh uk 

mik-e-nik noun a car or truck mechanic us 7976 
mileage noun 1 any extra use or advantage that may be derived 
from a situation us, 1955. 2 a record of previous convictions us ms 
Mile End noun I from an area of east 

lijhcfdb UK m2 

Mile High Club noun 1 led ive noun for people who claim to 
have had sex on an airborne plane Interestingly, ihe equivalent 
'club' on. a train is not measured m height but distance travelled: 
'the nine mileetutf as. im- 

miles noun ► make some miles to drive (a truck) oi.tszj 
miles adverb 0 hfJCh,8jJ 1885 

milf; MILF noun r £ mil i lin mother us 7999 
milk verb 1 to exploit, to cheat. 1 ik /•„*.. 2 to masturbate uk kk. 3 in 
card games, to draw the top and bottom cards (off a new pack) 
before,fte;first shuffle us ms. ► get off and milk it! used for 
heckling a bicyclist Mainly schoolchildren use us 1975. ► milk a 
rush while injecting 1 drug < 1 II id in 1 he syringe and 
slowly release the drug into d e vein, controlling the immediate 
effect of the drug us, rase. ► milk it to squeeze the shaft of the 
► milk the 

anaconda (of a male) to Masturbate ms. ► milk the bushes 
to move a boat by pulling on shore bushes Canada, 1940. ► milk 


milk? used as a te meon iem rnour is just a bit 

catty us 1994 

milk-ball noun any alcoholic t 1 1 I th milk 

milk bar noun the female l m 1 1 bab < iting from the 1950s 
■ when' conventional milk bars had their peak of popularity uk 1984 
milkbar cowboy noun a motorcyclist given to frequenting milk bars. 

A term from the 1950s and 60s M w Zealand, 1988 
milk-drop noun an auction fraud in which the auctioneer inflates 
the price of an item by accepting non-existent bids/before selling 
the,“tern fb the victim of the fraud uk 2003 
milker noun in | ker, a pla 1 ho bets onl on a very good hand or 
'iSith very good odds us ms 
milkie; milky noun a milkman uk im 


milkman's horse adjective nin lang (the Cockney 

accent shoufcf.Jje obvious) uk mi 
milko noun a milk vendor auSjMLta. W7 
milk rope noun a pearl ftec%^£4t,^6 

milk route noun an easy, lucrative sales route us, mi ► do the 
milk route as a prostitute, to visit late-night venues in search of 
customers us mz 

milk run noun 1 a routine trip, especially one that calls at several 
places. Originally military. Also ca ed a 'milk round' uk 1942. 2 a 
simple, undemanding, undangerous 11 ilia ry task us, 1943. 3 the first 
run of a ski-lift on a given morning, or the first run down the 
mountain of the day us 7963 

milkshake noun 1 a solution of baking powder administered to a 
racehorse to improve its performance newzealand, 1990. 2semen 
that is sucked ant: swallowed from a rectum us, rasv. 3 oral sex 
performed on a maleTVawfAMND, im 
milkshake verb to administei a milkshake to a horse new Zealand, 

milksop noun a cowardly or effeminate man uk, 1332 
milksucker noun a young, child us, 79757 
milk-train noun a train with an early morning schedule US 7853 
Milky Way noun 1 1 1 1 ual. Rhyr lin 1 1 gay created from 
a galaxy far far away, or, more ikely, from a popular chocolate 
confection with the well-remembered slogan: 'the sweet’ybcitcan 
eat between meals without spaliri^your appetite’ uk ms 
mill noun 1 millimetre, especiall 1 ) measure 1 1 gun's calibre, or 
a width of still- and cine-camera film us i9w. 2 one thousand 
dollars us mi. 3 a million, especially and usually a million dollars 
or pounds. Sometimes simply 'mile' us, 1942. 4 in hot redding and 
drag racing, an engine/iis ms 

Millennium Dome nouni 1 ml H mi no trained from 
the famous folly while it was no more than a building site uKtm. 
2 a telephone Rhyming slang (that barely rhymes) uk 2002 
millennium domes noun Dn lie breast I 1 re enhanced to 
'Misleading dimensions. After the UK's much-criticised celebration 
of 2000 years* the Millennium .Dome uk 2002 
Miller time noun I ui | 1 In In beer after work or play. An 

advertising slogan by the Miller Brewing Company, expanded to 
.noh-produtt-speclfic rroftic usage us, mi 

millingnoun I 1 n 1 1 1 I 1 1 n | 1 11 11 no holds barred, as 

a test of your ability. Military uk isio 
million noun 1 ly, a saft bet Probably from gambling odds of 
,000,000-1 Examples (ol a plan) 'It's a million'; (for promotion) 
'You're a million' uk 1970. ► gone a million utterly undone; 
defeated; unable in recover Australia, 1913 
million dollar wound noun Jurir hi uni In 1 enous 
enough to get a soldier sent.home but not so^§Kf|u$ * to affect 
Ihe rest of tflfetfiffeuiw# 
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millioni | mini L 


millioni noun millu i An unn u iborati n phonetically si mi- 
lat to Italian rultone 2001 

Milli Vanilli noun Hi | n 1 . langfor willy, formed from a 

controversial US music duo of the late 1980s and early 90s UK 2m 
Millmall brick noun a weapon n A 1 11 1 , Jill, lulled newspaper 
Named after, or by association with, Millwall Football Club arid the 
awesome reputation of its 'fans' uk 1999 
Millwall Reserves; millwalls noun nerves. Rhyming slang, formed 
from a tendon football team uk 1998 
Milton Keynes; miltons noun 1 I m | II bated beans 
when served on toast Rhyming slang, based on the 
Buckinghamshire town ut ,, .2 homosexuas. Rhyming slang for 
queen(s), based on the Buckinghamshire town uk ms. 3 jeans, 
denims. Rhyming slang, based oft.the Buckinghamshire town uk 

mimeo noun a mimeograph machine; a document produced by 
•twimeograph as; wo 

Mimeo Minnie noun 1 1 |i emale ffice worker us, 1953 

mimi noun an acl of urination From the Maori new Zealand, m3 
Miminounthe vagin A given in- punning he centrality of the 
vagina to the user's perception of herself - m«#' us ms 
mimic-man noun I European or 

style trinidad and tobago, wn 

mimi hill noun a stop during a road trip to use the toilet. From the 
Maori fty ‘urinating' new Zealand, 199s 
mince noun 1 2 i /thing 

unpleasant uk Scotland, ms. 3 used in similes for listlessness or 
unintelligence uk Scotland, ms. 4 Guinness™ stout uk Scotland, 


mince adjective used of an unplea .. especi illy when in the 

wTonf- place uk Scotland, 1935 

minced adjective drunk tCiafr 

mincemeat noun ► make mincemeat of to defeat absolutely u/c. 


mince pies; minces noun 

minch noun in circus and carnival usage, an unengaged, low- 
i^eri®rig2justo:mitg, 
mincy adjective stupid, stifft# SC(n%AI>)a 1988 

mind noun ► give someone a piece of your mind to rajftijiantj,' 
to censure uk isle ► the mind boggles! a catchphrase used as 
an ironic comment on any marked absurdity Widely popularised 
in the Daily Mirror cartoon strip The Perishers, by Maurice Dodd, 
from the 195£&fn print and the late 70s as an animation uk 19S4 
mind verb 1 to w minal; to look 

after a criminal activity uk 1124. 2 to bribe regularly uk 1970. 

► don't mind me!; don't mind me, I only live here!; don’t 
mind me, I only work here! 11 I 1 ie who feels 
disregarded as an ironic suggestion that whatever is happening, 
and that has caused such feelings of alienation, should continue 
(and continr ► never mind!; 

never you mind! 1 ouble 

you! uk L814 

mind! pay attention!, note what I say! used to add emphatic force 
tri a StatemerttK, im 

mindbender noun 1 anything that chall 1- our knowledge or 
assumptions ut ; 2a hallucinogenic drug us, 1971 
mindblower noun 1 an event, experience or situation that 
completley surprises or shocks us ms. 2 a hallucinogenic drug us. 

mind-blowing adjective 1 of iru nil lallucinogenic uk mz. 

2 amazing, almost unbelievable Hyperbole wc m7 

mind-boggling adjectiveMounting uk 1954 

mind detergent noun L al or 

otherwise. Coineddllifingthe Cold War, this term is suggestive of 
brainwashing uk , 2003 


minder noun a cm 1 11 I I I 1 I 1 Made very familiar 

I® the UK public with the television series Minder, 1979-94 uk 1924 
rnindfucknoim 1 11 thing hat cau in nternal paradigm shift us, 
1971 . 2the mental aspects of sex us, 1970 

mindfuck verb 

mind-fucking adjective having th 1 1 I it 1 e puz le or 

astound. Conventional use of 'mind' plus fuck (to confound) us. 


mindle noun a stupid gn Possibly derived as .1 shortening oi 
'miriStess'. Recorded in contemporary gay use uk 2003 
mindless adjective (u - I 1 - 1 immense and powerful us, issz 

mind your back!; mind your backs! get out dflje way!; also 
used to 'warn' of the presence of .1 male homosexual uk 0:0 
mine noun your job us, 1954 ► down the mine lost Australia, 1909 
mine adjective a 'mFpnusif attaches!to a grade t® jas¬ 
min e! used for acknowledging in shorthand form responsibility for a 

prsljlpmfos. 1989 

minehost; mine host; mine-host noun a ttygftf keeper, a pop 
landlord uk, 1904 


miner noun ► the miner’s silicosis US, rSiSf 

miner’s con noun silicosis. An abbreviation of 'consumption' us, L9si 

ming noun an unpleasant smell uk Scotland, l985 

ming verb to stink bsCSG®&$o m6 

mingenouni the vagina f rom the Latin mingere (to urinate) and 
the mistaken belief that urine passes through the vagina uk mi. 

2 the pubic hair Extends from the previous sense to include the 
general pubic area, A natural .redhead is known aia 'ginger minge' 
uk 1903 . 3 a contemptible person Extending the sense as 'vagina', 
-synonymous with cunt uk. mi 

minge bag noun 1 1 mpti nar mbine minge with bag 

(an unattractive woman) uk m2 

minge-muncher noun j person wh 1 perl 1 ming oral sex on 

women new jV 98 

minger noun lence, an unattractive 

person of either sex. From Scottish ming (to stink). Pronounced 

Minge Whinge nickname I he Vagina Monologues by Eve Ensler. 

Actors' slang for the widely popular theatre piece UK 2003 
ming-hoad/ecf/redrunk. Deriving, perhaps, from ming (to stink), .JtpSr 
playing on stinking (very drunk) uk 2002 
minging adjective 1 111 in 1 “ im Pi 1 1- ptive ofanthing 

bad. Also shortened to 'mingin'. From the verb ming (to stfrtk), 
hence to look stinking (di gu tin 2 drunk. Royal 

Navy slang; from ming (to stink)'jjtee stinking (drunk) uk wb 7 
minglewood noun h and potent 

'.marijuana t/S mt 

mingo noun an unpl 1 in pe on Pil ip i combination of ming 
(to stink) and minge (the vagina), 01 perhaps an evolution of the 
older sense £1775)Wthe word as a ‘chamberpot* uk 2001 
mingra noun a police officer uk 1979 

ming-ray noun 1 mi hie u ime prea in i school-fellow's 
possessions over as wide an area as possible without being noticed 

mingy adjective 1 'mangy' 

(shabby) or'mean', and'stingy'(meat s ; I I 

that cannot be missed or a game that-cannot'be lost us. 1990 
mini noun a mini-skirt; a vgfyf'sljpj:Start 
mini-bean noun an amphetamine capsule; a tablet of MDMA, the 
tsfcreatipiftal drug- best known as ecstasy uk, 2033 
mini-bennie noun m | I 11 1 10 Inn 11 bn 

stilptee, a,central nervous system- stimulant) tablet or capSiatf|$. 


mini L noun a Pontiac Grand Prix car A car with a strong 
resemblance to t®M Dorado us; hk 
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mini-me noun i smaller version ol met I rom (character 
introduced in 1997 in th e Austin Powers films <uk. 2003 
Mini Moke noun 111 it 1 pipe. Rhyr ling slang for smoke, 
formed on a type of small car uk. 19m 
mini-moo noun the vagina moo (an unpleasant woman) playing on 
MimrM&the miniature alter-ego of the villainous Dr. Evil in thK 
• fiiyj Mstin Powers, The Spy Who Shagged Me, 1999 uk, 26m 
mini skirt noun a woman us, 197/ 

mini-tanker noun mall n 1 I - ink hired for ml 
gatherings new Zealand, 1977 

MiniWac nickname Ei I l i Columbia from 

1975 to 86 CANADA, 19® 

mink noun 1 a female frier 1 or lover 2 1 female whose 

romantic interest in a-wan is overshadowed by her mter^SS-teftfe 
frftajR'£t0t worth us, am 
minky noun the vagina UK 2001 

Min Min light; Min Min; min min noun a wili-o'-the-wfsp 
Probably from an Australian Aboriginal language Australia 19 e 

Minnesota mule noun New York City 

from ast»#l town or city us as 

Minnesota strip nickname an area in New York City frequented by 

prostitutes us 1986. 

minnie noun a h >m -nil n 1 An example I camp trans-gender 
identification uk 2002 

Minnie noun 1 II 1 I poker, th possible hand. A 

personification of ’mirriwm’ us m7 
minnie verb to mince u£’$g| 

Minnie Mouse noun of a woman, the pubic hair. Named after a 
cartoon character uk , 2003 

minnow noun 1 p er rlaye I.. 1 1 take vaine without 

su'fficteht funds us was 

minny noun a minimum security jail or prison; ihe minimum 
security wing of,a jail orlpsison us 1976 
minoo adjective a 'minus' attached to a grade us. im 
minor-league adjective med re le than impre ;ive From the 
minor leagues in US professional baseball us 1949 
minors noun ► the minors n horse 1 in the econd and third 
1>lace finishes Australia i9ss 

minors! that's not a problem! Hawaiian youth usage us, mi 
mint noun 1 a great deal of money I torn the coinage of coins uk, 
1655. 2 money us, 1997. 3 a tablet of MDMA, the recreational drug 
best known as ecstasy uk 19% 

mintage noun a mint-flavoured breath freshener or hard sweet us. 


minted adjective 1 ery rich. A pla 1 inven nal mint'(the place 
where money is made) and being 'mpppf money' uk 1999. 

2 excellent uk Scotland. ms 

mintie noun a lesbian ho pla I - iggr 1 r dominant role us, 


mintox; montodyect/Ve excellent II I ei in use since the 
1970 s UK 2001 

mint rocks; mints; rocks nou 1 g - latter day 

variation of almond rocks reflecting the preddminaht fiavow of 
modern seaside tecklpx' im 

mintweed; mint noun | il drug known 

as PCP or angel dust us, mi 

minty adjective 1 I 2 fashionable, 

stylish Canada, 2002. 3 homosexual, effeminate us, ms. 4 excellent 

usitm 

miracle noun in i r ingi r urr n in th 1 rateful Dead, an 
extra ticket for that might's show us 1994 

miracle meat noun t pen ti 1 1 rlmost as large flaccid as erect us, 


Miracle Mile nickname a tretcl r I I 11 - rule ird a main artery 
in Los Angeles, California. A nickname coined by an estate agent 
But then accepted in the vertfaciflar is, iss 7 

Miracle of the Doughnuts noun 11 n >1 1 1 the image of 

Christ which occurred in September 1998 at a doughnut shop in 
Cape Breton CANADA, 2001 

miracle rice noun If 1 In I 1 In rriel rice introduced in 
Vietnam in the 1960 s, doubling rice production yields us, ms 
miraculous adjective extremely drunk uk Scotland, 1873 
Miranda noun 1 rnin 1 id 11 ited t iminal inspects before 
an interrogation, informing them'of their consitutional rights in 
the situation Frota' S1 966 decision of the US Supreme 


mirror noun a military sentry's enemy counterpart US, 1992 
mirror man; mirror noun a per n ith deci n-making authority 
who avoids making decisions I rom die stock answer of 'I'll look 
in&.iftAtSISwM, 1987 

misbehave verb to shave. Rhyming slang ore 1 992 

mischief noun ► do you a mischief to cause you. trouble Of 

mischievious adjective mischievous. A frequent solecism in both 
speech and writing uk 1937 

misdee noun a misdemeanour or minor crime us, 1992 
miserable adjective miserly; stingy MjsmuA, ms 
misery noun low quality coffee us 1949. ► the misery the bleed 
period of the menstrual cycle Euphemism us 1999 
misery fiddle noun (among Canadian loggers) a cross-cut saw 
CANADA, 1995 
misery guts noun a I 
AUSTRALIA, 1981 

misery lights noun i i lit Mi it >n the top of a police car us. 


misery machine noun a RWimfyleOS 1962 
misery parade noun 1 li 1 1 1 n the [ rvement waiting for 
an off-licence or bar to open in the rfafring us. ms 
misfeature noun im that was 

carefully planned but that produces undesirable consequences in a 
given situation f® ws 

misfire noun an ndance ol sexual impotence or premature 
ejaculation us, mi 

mish noun the r rcourse - man on 

’ '/pip of prone woman us, mi 
mishegoss noun nonsense; craziness us, m9 

miss noun ► give something a miss; give it a miss to avoid 

doing something uk 1919 

miss verb to inject 1 I 1 1 1 11 Hun 1 u 11 e of an 

antonym, cm; ► miss a trick tage of a situ¬ 

ation uk 1943. ► miss out on to lose an opportunity, to fail to 

► miss the boat 10 lose an 

opportunity, 10 be ale for something Originally nautical uk 1929. 

► miss the bus to lose an opportunity uk, kc ► miss the 
pink and pot the brown to engage in heterosexual anal 
mercourm. A snooker rrel.ipho- playing on ’pink Che open 
vagina) and 'browp' fthe anus) uk 1997 
Miss Ann; Missy Ann noun the prr 1 per the white southern 
woman us, 1925 

Miss Carrie noun 1 mall suppl ifdru n 1 on the person of a 
drug addict. Carried to get the addict through a short incarceration 
in the event of an arrest us a$- 

misses noun 1 i throw a seven 

less (fer the opening roll in craps) or moreffar-.subseCiuerrt rolls) 
than n'dftfrjil us, 1x2 
Miss Green noun marijuana US m2 
missing noun a report of a missing person us, ms 
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missing link | Mister Thirty; Mr Thirty 


missing link noun zinc. Rhyming slang, used by scrap-dealers in 
Glasgow UK- SCOTLAND, 1988 

missing you already used as a farewell A popular catchphrase; 
alas the sincerity of the sentiment is often undermined by 
sarcasm uk 2000 

mission noun 1 ter Star Trek 

metaphor us, 1992. 2 an assignment given to a youth gang member 

mission bum; mission stiff noun a tramp vsfefrequetits the 
dining rooms and sleeping quarters offered to the desitute by 
'religious missions us; P24 

Mississippi flush noun in poker, any hand and a revolver us, 1999 

Mississippi marbles noun dice us, w 

Mississippi mudflap noun ; worn short at the 

front and long at the back. Best known as a mullet as a»i- 

Mississippi saxophone noun a harmonica, organ us. 1996 

Miss It noun use a with excessive 

self esteem us, m 

Miss Muggins noun ii i i il I i i ui fashion cl thing 
BARBADOS. 1965 

Missouri marbles noun dice us, 1902 

Missouri pass noun in the US, pulling off a roadfitsfrip the hard 
shoulder to pass a vehicle on the right us, 1999 

Missouri stop noun a rolling stop at a traffic signal oristip sign us 


Miss Palmer and her five daughters noun masturbation Bahamas, 


Miss Piggy noun 1 a fat, aggre e ud homose ual man. An 
allusion to a main character on the Muppets children's television 
programme us. ms 2 a cigarette Rhyming s ang for ciggy uk 199s 
Miss Priss noun ti of address 


Miss Thing noun used 1 1 term 1 I ire 1 meone (female or 
homosexual male) with excessive se f-esteem us, 19 57 
missus noun i iltlmately from 

'mistress'. Always modified as either 'the missus', or 'my', 'your', 
'his missus' uk m 2 the 'woman of the house' on a country 
property. Counterpart of the masculine Bossurc /«.«. 3 lady; 
madam. Usedkasaterm of address to an unknown woman uk, mi 
mist noun i pliei lidine, the re eationa i known as PCP or 
angel dust us. 1977. 2 the smoke produced when crack cocaine is 
smoked us 1994 

mista noun mister II e mi 1 oiling uk 1997 

mister noun 1 il brothel us. 1966. 

2 a steady boyfriend oi comnion-law husbai id trinidad and tobago. 


Mister; Mr noun a stereotype of the adjective that follows us, 1940 
Mister B; Mr B nickname Billy Eckstine (1914-93), jazz vocalist us. 


Mister B-52; Mr B-52 nickname LI Co : oue John Paul Vann 
(1934—72), kilted in a helicopter crash in Vietnam us rass 
Mister Big; Mr Big noun ll 1, especially a 

criminal enterprise us, 1940 

Mister Bitchy; Mr Bitchy noun a Mitsubishi cariS'isse 
Mister Brown; Mr Brown noun the passive male in homosexual 

Mister Busy; Mr Busy noun in prison, any-officer with an antagon- 
istic attitude toward hie prisoners uk 1996 
Mister C; Mr C nickname Perry Como (b.1912), US singer us, m2 

Mister Charles; Mr Charles noun a white man us two 


Mister Chatsby; Mr Chatsby noun a jiwiifkesiistent member of a 
circus administration used to fob off unwelcome visitors. Possibly 
an elaboration of chat (a thing) m. 1953 

Mister Clean; Mr Clean; Miss Clean noun a person in the public- 
eye who maintains an image that is beyond reproach us 1974 

Mister Dictionary has deserted us yet again used as a 
humorous comment on profanity us, 1994 
Mister Fixit; Mr Fixit noun used as an informal title for someone 
who is able to-- 'fix' things, whether from a technical knowledge or 
political influence, 'Mr' may be replaced with another title as 
appspriate uk im 

Mister Floppy; Mr Floppy noun the pfKfcthat has become flaccid 
when an erection is to be preferred uk. 2003 
Mister Foot; Mr Foot noun the penis. An imperial measure of 
bragging uk m 

Mister Geezer; Mr Geezer noun he; n t 111 jraits of this com¬ 
bination indicate 'a man' us, 2001 
Mister Green; Mr Green noun money us. 1973 
Mister Happy; Mr Happy noun 1 the peris. Adopted from the 
character created by lIK iartooni: 1. Roger Hargreaves (1935-88) for 
his Mr Men children's books us, 1984. 2 a nappy. Glasgow rhyming 
Sfeflg UK SCOTLAND. 1988 

Mister Hawkins; Mr Hawkins noun a cold winter wind. An 
embellishment and personification of hawk us, 1g* ' ■ 

Mister Hyde; Mr Hyde noun an untrustworthy person. Rhyming 
slang for snide, informed by rhyming s ang jekylland hyde (two- 
faced) aisil'fbe character of Mr Hyde in Robert LouiSStevenson’s 
me Strange Case Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde uk 1992 
Mister Jones; Mr Jones noun 1 e 1 pe nification ofthe 
gprrfir^^ffitf' CtjftWt ® 198 
Mister Lovely; Mr Lovely noun marijuana ig&ym- 
Mister Man; Mr Man noun used as a disparaging term ofajjitgsi 

TRiNtDAtO AND TOBAGO, 1904 

Mister Matey; Mr Matey noun the penis. A pet name; possibly a 
reference to Matey™, a brand name bubble bath lor children, 
marketed inkarphallic-shaped -charactentt»ttle that is suited to 
playing games in the bath uk 2001 
Mister Miggles; Mr Miggles noun heroin newzcaiwd, 1997 
Mister Money; Mr Money noun a.JewlRj|'j3S®3n us. m> 

Mister Nasty; Mr Nasty noun thp-penls US. 2001 
Mister Nice; Mr Nice noun one ol the most powerful hybrid-strains 
of marijuana. Named in honour of Howard Marks, a campaigner 
for the legalisation of cannabis, 'Mr Nice' was one offorty-three 
aliases Marks used in his former iatger as marijuana smuggler and 
4 tteape by which h§ ft publicly recognised uk 2002 
Mister Period; Mr Period noun used of a personification ofthe; 
faOMhata woman has- missed! her normal menstrual period- tSj 

Mister Sin; Mr Sin noun a police officer assigned to the vice squad 

Mister Softy; Mr Softy noun a flaccid penis us, 1995 
Mister Speaker; Mr Speaker noun a handgun us, ms 
Mister Television; Mr Television nickname Milton Berle, US 
comedian, of vaudeville, radio and television fame (1908- 2004), 
Berle was the first superstar of US television, hosting the very 
popular Tuesday night Texaco Star Theater. Berle personified the 
early days oftelevision; when he died in March 2002, newspaper 
headlines across the,-US pfadaimed:that 'Mr Television' had died 
im 

Mister TFX; Mr TFX nickname Albert W. Blackburn, a special assist¬ 
ant to Secretary bp§§ 'Defense Robert McNamara in the early 
1960s and an advocate ofthe controversial TFX (Tactical Fighter, 
Experimental) us. i$&- 


Mister Charlie; Mr Charlie noun used as a stereotypical represen¬ 
tation -of white authority over black people. A piece of stang used 
.as-a gesture of resistance by US black people us, pi®. 


Mister Thirty; Mr Thirty noun a tiger. During the Vietnam war, 
tigers were occasiona v seen near the end of the lunar month 
■When there was less-light at night us, .sgf 
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Mister Truman's War noon he I in i - Republican party 
coining us. im 

Mister Twenty-six; Mr Twenty-six noun a hypodermic needle us. 


Mister Winky; Mr Winky noun n the phrase 

'giving Mr Winky an oral report' (oral sex) us, 2001 

Mister Wood; Mr Wood noun From the crime 

fightirg’tecbnology employed at the time uk. ioos 
Mister Wood in the house; Mr Wood in the house used to 
describe a poorly attended circus performance ll is easier to see 
the.wooden benches tbaa-the audience that should be slttfrxgFOrr 

Mister Zippo; Mr Zippo noun the operator of a flame thrower 
Vietnam war slang based on the Zippo™ manufacturing 
company's vasty cigarette 'lighters us, m 
mistie; misty noun tablet 1 n p line sulphate. Probably because 
the sensation described by users is ‘misty ’m wZealand, 2002 
Mitcham Gypsy noun a person who wishes, or pretends, to be a 
gypsy. Mitcham in Surrey is a town where a number of travelling 
iffnilies have taken residence in houses UK 2000 
mites and lice noun 1 1 | I 1 1 hand il 1 11 if rhiees and a 

pair of twos us. 7X7 

mitsubishi; mitsi noun ational drug 

best known as ecstasy. I rom the Mitsubishi car manufacturer's 
logo embossed on the tablet 'UK, mi 
Mitsubishi Turbo noun 1 table fPMA, a nthetir hallucinogen, 
etched with the Japanese car manufacturer's logo uK, 2001 
mitt noun 1 the h 2 card games, a hand 

pf cards us. im 

mitt verb to grab, to seizetus, tm 

mitt camp noun a fortune-telling booth in a carnival us, 1980 
mitten money noun tra mon ither in the form of a tip or a 
bribe. From the practice of sea-going pilots charging an extra fee 
for.MbtSf Work 

mitt man noun in gambling in 1 In itches cards u. m? 
mitt reader noun in circus and carnival usage, a fortune teller who 
reads' pajjfis us, mi 
Mitzi noun a Mitsubishi car uk 2002 

mix noun kava ►in 

the mix involved with youth gang activity us 1995 
mix verb to fight vs, 1895 . ► mix it 1 1.0 sir up houble us ;s». 2 to 
fight uk, 1900. ► mix your peanut butter to play the active role 
in anal sex US. m 

mix and muddle noun a cuddle. Rhyming slang uk, 1992 
mixed jive noun crack esp@f«j|»G,zxB 

mixed up adjective confused us. im 

mixer noun 1 2 a woman 

who works in a bar, encouraging customers through flirtation 
buy drinks, both for tbffiisselves and for her as 1950 
mix in verb to join a fight 
mixing stick noun the gear shift of a truck us ixi 
mixmaster noun 1 1 11 1 1 r Skyma r aircraft, used in 

forward air control missions in Vietnam us 1951. 2 a complex 
motorway interchange as, 1976. 3 a dance music disc jockey. With 
TV^rteshform 'mixmeister' life 1 ms 
mixo noun a bartender us 1950 
mixologist noun a bartender fis 
miz! that's too badl An abbreviation of 'miserable' as 1997 


mizzi noun a type of MDM/ > best known as 

ecstasy UK 2000 

mizzle verb to depart hurriedly iM. 1731 

MJ; mj noun marijuana. From maryjane (marijuana) us, i960 

MLR noun in the Korean war, the main line of resistance or the front 


MMM noun an automated h machin An abbrevi ition of magic 
money machine; used widely in conversation in the 1990s new 
ZEALAND;^: 

'mo noun a homosexual us, 19m 

mo noun 1 a moment uk, isos. 2 in a prison, a prisoner subject to 
menta observation as, 2000 3 a moustache Australia, im. 4a 
month us 192s. s a homosexual as, ms 
MO noun 1 a n 11 nil 11 method of perating. i m the Latin modus 
operandi us, 1954. 2 marijuana Also without the capitals us 1977 
mo' adjective more as, 2m 

moannouna omj lir 1 rie ince in instance of spoken 
complaining Originally 'military, probably from the verb ’tfiban' fto 
grumble) uk mi 

moaning Minnie noun a j e istent rumbler I rmed on a girl's 
name but applied™ moaners of either gender uk 19a 
moan-o-drama noun roman 1 1 in igirl magazine Canada, 


mob noun 1 a group of friends as 1939. 2 a group of people sharing 
some connection Australia, im. 3 a gang of criminals uk 1791. 4 a 
military unit arc 1894. 5 a group of surfers Australia, ;%4.6agroup 
of Aboriginal Australians; in Aboriginal English, a tribe, language 
group or Aboriginal community Australia, u.u. 7 in circus and 
carnival usage, the men employed by the snow as a group US mi. 
8 a group of animals; a flock or herd Australia, is2s 
Mob noun ► the Mob organized crime; thtMafia us mo 
mob verb 1 to Idle 1 rela ith friend 2 to surround, yell at 

and assault us. 199s 
MOB money over Mtches us. 199s 

mobbed up adjective associated with organized crimeas, 1973 
mobbienouni 1 fern I illin I ir in ill exual partners 
Australia, 1985. 2 a member of an organized crime organisation os. 


Mobe/raunthe tud it Mobilizatior mmit Against the War in 
Vietnam (SMC), the most powerful and visible anti-war group in 
the US in the late 1960s and early 70s us 1970 
mob-handed adjective used I-1 tr th 1 he person specified is 
within a group or'aecomparifei'by a,gang of people uk 1934 
mobie; moby noun a mefjtjf phone uk 1998 
mobile noun ar.Hffete.phone uk 200$ 
mobile adjective sexually attractive us 1993 
mobile parking lot noun a car transporter us m 
moblog; moblogging noun a dia-y 0' a miscellany of random obser¬ 
vations, text-messages and pictures col ected on a mobile phone 
and posted bn the Internet the act of creating, keeping or 
Updating-Such a record. From 'mobite-vyattog r (see blog)*, 2002 
moboton noun BARBADOS 1965 

mobs noun a great number Australia, 1927 
Moby noun a con if 1 I 1 ii I in pubi Mimed for the 
totally bald-headed musician Moby (Riel a d Melville Hall, b.l 965) 

US 2003 

moby adjective e e world of 

computer programming from Hie model railway club at MIT as 


MobyDicknoun ill“ I-H I in GREAT WHITE WHALE in Moby 

Dick, the classic novel by Herman Melville (1819-91), Cocaine, 
thereby, is claimed to be great and white (and you can have 'a 
whale of a time ?) uk 21x11. ► on the Moby Dick; on the moby 

pn sick leave. Rhyming slang uk 1992 
Moby Dick; moby adjective 1 Ruynm mg as 1992 
moby grape noun hi mj ed me lar ml injecting drugs, 
consisting of a syringe with a rubber bulb from a child's dummy 
attached to the end. The connection between this term Sfpihe 
late 1960s pyschedelic rock band by fftfsafRiS name seems 
* •.«3fey$u5, yet elude? pfptjf or explanation u|. j9« ; 
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moccasin telegraph noun passing information through rumour, 
gossip or the Internet I he origina meaning referred to the use of 
Indian people as, runners to carry messages; it has been adapted 
tp'JW Internet world us, m 

mocker noun clothing ttire irigir unkn n rhirty-five' (author of 
a glossary of Australian prison slang) writing in 1950 gave the defi¬ 
nition 'a COat' AUSTRALIA, 1953 

mockered up adjective dressed up Australia, ms 

mockers noun ► put the mockers on i to j\nx Australia, mi. 2 to 
thwart, to frustrate someone's plans. A variation of earlier 'put the 
rnockCs) on', which had a sense akin to 'put a jinx on someone' 

AUSTRALIA, 1949 

mock fighting noun simulated: figtjtjtig of, im 
mockit; mawkit adjective er It i rig'na meant maggoty', 
now applied equa ly to actual dirt and notional obscenity uk 
#DSMMO 1911 

mockitness noun dirtiness. From mockit Iveiy dirty) uk- Scotland, ms 
mockney noun in “i itz L< idon a ent and vocabulary; someone 
who affects such: artificial speech and background in search of 
cool. A compound of mock’ (false) and 'Cockney' (the accent and 
identity of anyone born 'within the sound of Bow bells' or, loosely, 
an East Ender) uk im 
mock out verb to imitate us txo 

mockstick noun a person who is the subject of mockery Barbados, 


mocky; mockie noun a Jewish pee$gij : lX, im 

mocumentary noun a film nt in the style 

of a documentaryuft im. 

mod noun 1 a member of the 1960s youth cult that is characterised 
by its detailed dress sense and use of motor-scooters. Abbreviated 
from 'rhbiJemist'. Wittily defined in the 6th edition of The 
iof Slang and Uneorweritlonai EhgUsb, 1967, as 'a 
teenager unable to afford a motorcycle, and doing his damnedest 
with a scooted and pedantically riposted by David Hafowgyj Who 
writes in his review of the dictionary: '"Mods" ride scooters 
because the machines protect their clothes!.]' 'Mod' survives iirj: 
<521 as a convenient music genre, and as smalbfti&tastofy 
groups who dressup in period costumes, ride spoolers and dance 
to music markeled as 'Mod' UK i960. 2 in computing, a modifi¬ 
cation us, 1991. 3 a percent sign (%) on a computer keyboard us mi 
modams noun marijuana us, 

mod con noun a moderr convenient From tate agent jargon uk. 
modder noun $ modifier UR. im 

moddy boy noun a young male who embraces the fashion and style 
of the mods uK m 

mode verb 

model noun a prostitute uk. 1995 

model C adjective applied to teenagers in South Africa who attend 
private schools or mixed-race puttie 29m 

model D noun 1 blacl uder ho attend 1 ittended, a 
government school in a township, Scamto youth street slang 
(South African townships) sown africa 2005 
modified adjective used of a car that has been in an accident uk mi 
modplod noun a men rer of the mili 1 [ ilia ombinesthe 
acronym MOD (the Ministry ol Defence) with 'plod' (the police) uk. 


mods and rockers; mods noun the female breasts. Rhyming slang 
for knockers, formed from two youth gangs who battled their way 
ifeto i1960s folklore uk 1992 

mod squad noun 1 rou; fbla in I hi people. An allusion 
to a US television series (1968-73) that featured three hipper-than- 
hip juvenile delinquents turned police - Mit) Line and Pete, Sri^ 
black, one White and one blonde us art 
modulate; modjitate verb to la k on ,1 citizens' band radio. 

Adopted from technical jargon us, 1975 


moer as an expletive, used as an expression of tage or disgust; used 
as an obscene and abusive form of address; in intensifying 
phrases, 'the moer', 'moer of a', 'moer and gone', etc, a synonym 
of hell. From Afrikaans for 'mother' (of animals) or 'womb 1 south 

moer; moera verb to thrash, to beat-up Not in polite use south 

mofa noun marijuana US jagr 
moff noun a hermaphroditic animal Australia, 1953 
moffie; mophy noui vestite. 

Deriving, probably, from 'hermaphrodite', but other etymological 
theories are interesting; mofrodite (a castrated Italian opera singer); 
Dutch m<3f (an article of clothing); English 'mauve' (as a variant of 
lavender, a colour associated with homosexuality). The word 
'moffie' or 'mophy' first appears in South African sea slang in 
19j® IS 'a delicate, well-groomed young man' $ 0 gii/>fwCA, 1929 
moffiedom noun I m exual e 1 1 1 moffie (a homosexual) 

SOUTH AFRICA. 1977 

mofo noun motherfucker us. 1x5 

mog noun a cat, .A:tJqcWng of moggy uk. 1927 

mo-gas noun Vietnam war 

usage us. 1977 

moggie noun MogodorDA a brand name tranquillizer uk ms 

moggy; moggie noun a cam 1911 

mogue verb to deceive, 10 fool uk am. ► and no mogue? used to 
imply a slight incredulity, 'That's true?'. From 'mogue' (to 
deceive)^ since late Cl 9 a tailors’ catchphrase that slipped Into? ’ 

mohasky noun marijuana Variants include 'mohaska', 'mohasty' and 
'mobansky' us. ms 

moired adjective Inn I 1 1 il I 11 11 enti ml inoired (of 

materials such as sllJk, 'watered'), thus 'well watered' uk 2002 
mojo noun 1 a spell, magic us 1926. 2 sexuality, libido, sexual 
attraction. The song 'Got My Mojo Working' was sung on stage by 
Ann Cole in 1956 - the lyrfcContinues;: 'but it just won't work on 
you', in 1:971, Th&ilbbrs released a song entitled 'Mr Mojo Risin’; 
the title serves as an anagram' for the singer Jim: Morrison and as 
an .advsfttSament for his dangerous sexuality, this meaning, how¬ 
ever, was not widely appreciated before the second Austin Powers 
film opened in 1999, butcit caught on .quickly thereafter us 1999. 

3 hard drugs, especia ly powdered drugs cocaine, heroin, 
•fwatphine. From the sense 'a kind of magic'; first recorded in this 
sense as is 'morphine' us mu 4 an early version of the fax 
machine. Very slow, very cumbersome, but for its day a great 
advance, almost 'magical', hence the term. Popularised by Flunter 
Thompson's writings us, 1990 

mojo juice noun liquid d lophin i drug mm nly known as 
methadone, used foi the rehabilitation of heroin addicts us, mz 
moke noun 1 a fool. I rom the conventional sense (a donkey) uk isss. 
2 a horse Australia, is 63 

moko longer than plantain iimd 1 1 signa ng to a woman that 
her slip is showing trinidad and tobago, 2003 
molasses noun ised as a uphei lism for hit uk 1994 
mole noun ic i a term of 

disparagement implying promiscuity. Merely a respelling of moll 
in the same sense, representing the usual Australian pronunciation 
Australia, ms. 2 in elechic line work, a ineman or cable-splicer 
who works underground us m 

mole hole noun the underground barracks where air attack alert 

moll noun 1 an i minal UK 1823. 

2a promiscuous woman Commonly used as a term of contempt, 
especially amongst teenagers, implying promiscuity. Commonly 
pronounced to rhyme with 'pole 1 Australia, mu 3a prostitute. Now 
obsolete in Britair In urvi 1 Australia ► like a moll 

at a christening n n 1 I 1 place tralia 1945 
moll buzz noun a female pickpocket us m 






moll-buzzer | mongie 


436 


moll-buzzer noun i hief i pecialises in latching handbags 
from women with children in prams or pushfcbsis us, mss 
molly noun i an effemir i ml I n jal > 2 any central 
nervous system stimulant us, 1979. 3 MDMA, the recreational drug 
.best known as ecstasy uksob 
molly-booby noun a foolish person Barbados, ms 
mollycoddle noun an effeminate man, especially an effeminate 
.'homosexual, man uk 1833 

molly-dooker noun 1 

Molly Hogan noun in logging, a wire strand, cut from cable, used as 
ft cotter pin Canada, 1989 

Molly Hogan deal noun a deal with a catch, something wrong 

CANADA. 1966 

Molly Maguired adjective 1 ii“ I H III III rmed, probably, 
from the title of the 1970 film The Molly Maguires rather than the 
09 originals uk, 1998 

Molly Malone; molly noun 1 I .. slang formed 

from the name of the tragic heroine of the traditional ballad, 
Mussels' uk. 1971 

Molly O'Morgan noun an organ ( n any sense). Rhyming slang, orig- 
inally for 'a barrel organ' uk mi 
molly the monk adjective dgjftf; Rhymingtsfang.AuWMrA 1966 
molo adjective drunk. Origin unknQwnA&SffStAlsas 
Molsonland nickname Canada Canada, 2002 

Molson muscle noun ih und d bell fthe h bitual beer drinker 
fyiolson is ftfte two largest breweries in Canada Canada, 20m 
mom noun the 'feminine' or 'passive' member of a lesbian relation¬ 
ship is, 19 S 7 


momgram noun recruits sent 

home upon arriving at basic training in Parris Island, South 
Carolina uS. ism 

momma-hopper noun used as a euphemism for 'motherfucker' us, 

mommy-o noun used as a term of address for a woman. Far rarer 
jhan DADDY-O US. 195S 

momo nouni a motor; a car. Childish, reduplication of first syllable 
uk. i9S2. 2 an idiot us, 19m 

momo boy noun ng new Zealand, 


Mon nickname the Monongahela RiverfiJ,;fts? 

Mona Lisa noun 1 1 pizza Rh ning I ig f< ned from the English 
name of the famous portrait by Leonardo da Vinci uk ms. 2a 
freezer. Rhyming slang uk 1992 
monarch noun in 1 I < playing can 1 ling us, rasa 
Monday morning quarterback noun 1 in American football, a fan 
who from the distance of the day after a game knows exactly what 

should have been done us n .2 a self-styled expert who from the 

safety of distance knows exactly what should have been done in a 
given sltHatToia.in which he was not a participant us, i9so 
Monday pill noun 1 1 n u in nalarial pill (chloroquine- 
primaquine) taken once a week by US troops in Vietnam us, 1990 
mondo adjective large us 1982 
mondo adverb very us. ms 

money nouni omeone hoi ttractive lice and generally a good 
catch. Popularised as a catchphrase by die film Swingers us, 199 z. 

2 a close friend or trusted colleague us, 1992. 3 in prison, anything 
of value In trade us raw. ► have money to burn to be rich, to 

► in the money 1 wealthy, 

especially if exceptionally so; comfortably off eg 1902. 2 in horse 


racing, finishing first econd or hird in i race » ► it's only 
money ic t to spend or 

consolation, when faced with an unwanted or unexpected expense 

uk 1984. ► money talks and bullshit walks used as a 
humorous sugge n 1 1 1 1 II 1 leaf ► money to 

stone dogs a lot of mone Pelting anything h indy at foraging 
stray dogs Is a common habit among the poor Jamaica, 2001. 

► put your money where your mouth is to back up ypttf 
words with a w iger < 1 1 1 nenl 1 ► you pays your 

money and you takes your choice!; you pays your money! 
only if you contribute to something in some manner are you 
entitled to hold an opinion or take advantage of that something. A 
.catchphrase. Originally, and in its literal sense, a stallholder’s cry to 
customers, recorded in Punch in 1846. iSirniJiarityhas shortened 
the phrase r&ptatamending its sense uk 2000 

moneybags now 

money ball noun II win a wager us, 


money for jam noun e 1,1 btain 1 1 1 i money Australia, 19 


money from home noun 
money-getter noun the vagina us 1973 

money-grabber noun nters an event 

and competes only long enough to claim the fee for appearing 
and then quits the race us, 1993 

money in the bank and cattle in the hills noun independently 
wealthy us im 

money machine noun a generous person us, 1 9# 

moneymaker noun 1 2 a success 

us, is99. 3 a low-priced, reliable truck us, 1971 
money player noun 1 iih , I | rform ell in critical situ- 

■ations us, ipt 

moneypuker noun 

money rider noun in horse racing, a winning jockey us, 1951 
money row noun a type of bet 'n an illegal numbers game lottery 

money shot noun a scene in a pornographic film or photograph of a 
man ejaculating outside his partner Perhaps because It is the one 
•sSt that j rjiflSte the cost of the scene us, im 

money-spinner noun 

money talks those who have money have power us 1905 
Monfort lane noun 1 1 , ing lam n mo rwayus, razz 
mong noun 1 a ibreviated from 

the offensive usage of 'mongoloid' (affet ted with Down's 

2 

'mongrel' Australia, 1903 

mong; mong out verb (of drug I to 1 i< te to become 
intoxicated. Derives from the conventional sense of 'mongol' (a 
person affected by Down's syndrome, also meamnjjggtupid 

pSlSt) (M 1996 

monged adjective 1 drunk uk. 202 2 being fatigued after drug use uk 

monged-out; monged adjective intoxicated with MDMA, the rec¬ 
reational drug best known as ecstasy, or, occasionally, another 
drug. Derives from the conventional sense of 'mongol' ^/person 
affected by Down's syndrome, also meaning 'a stupid; persorftt* 

mongeeuoun 1 1 student who i II inept School usage us, 

mongie noun a member of the Mongrel Mob gang ni wzeaiand, 1982 
mongie adjective 1 III 11 1 1 ii-liu 1 1 Feported in use 

amongst Leicestershire children during the 1970s. Presumably 
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expanding the insaJtuafj'taSe derived from 'mongoloid' m tm. 

2 dull, stupid. From 'mongoloid' 'een slang uk, 1984 
mongish adjective dull, stupid i arm 'mongoloid' uk rear 
mongo noun i n i -II iated fr n the ffen ive usage of 

'mongoloid' (affected with Down's syndrome); probably used 
without thinking us, 197 5. 2 the vagina us, ms. 3 a member of the 
Mongrel Mob gang new Zealand, 1977 
mongo adjective very large us, m 

mongo adverb wrong foot 

pi mongo (an idiot) uk, 2000 
mongo-footed adjective used of 

someone who pushe ith th ng foot Fr m mongo (an idiot) 

Mongolian clusterfuck noun an orgy us. m 6 
mongrel noun y suggestion of 

mixed breeding Australia, 1902 

mongrel adjective li | D 1 11 il I- 1 n 1 1 1 mm png Used as a 

negative intensifier/tusrm/A m7 

mongy adjective stupid. I rom mono, u timately 'mongoloid' uk /99s 
moniker; monicker noun 1 a rfcknaire or sobnquet uk issi. 2 a 
signature. Extended from the sense as 'a person’s name' tMtsfesi. 

3 the mark that identifies dice as being from a given casino or 
gambling house us mx 

moniker file noun a list 1 reet 1 me 1 liase maintained by 
the ipoit® as taw 

monjaree verb >see: mungaree 

monk noun a monkey us, mi. ► have a monk on to be angry uk 
199 . 5 . ► out the monk completely drunk Nt s>Z ealand, raw 
monkeynouni in addiction, es[ ia to he not mother drug us, 
1949 . 2 five hundred pounds ster ing; five hundred US dollars; five 
hundred Australian dollars uk 1832 . 3 fifty pounds sterling. A prison 
variatj«f:|he reduction in value from the outside world's 500-unit 
is an economic reality uk k 50 4 500 shares cl £100 each, £50,000 
(fifty thousand pounds worth of stock) uk 1 984. sa naughty rascal; 
generally said of someone younger uk tm. 6 in circus and carnival 
usage, a gullible customer who has been swindled us, 1922 . 7a 
carnival worker who climbs to assemb e rides us. me. 8 a press 
photographer. Journalists' slang, allegedly torn-: the ungainly gait a 
press photographer adopts to manage all his equipment; a less 
disingenuous possibility derives the term: ff@n the organ grinder 
and his monkey uk 2004. 9 a gamb er who complains to the police 
about an illegal gamb ing operatioi 1 aftei losing us; 1950. 10 a band 
leader. A reference to the tuxedo, or monkey suit, worn by many 
band leaders us, m 2 . 11 a poor poker player us im. 12 in 
motorcyle racing, the passenger in a sidecar who works in tandem 
13 nd's'other' 

person us !989. 14 a white per n 1 is (he vagina us. tm. 

16 the penis. As in phrases spank the monkey (to masturbate) and 
marinate the monkey (to perform oral sex) "is. cm. 17 a two¬ 
wheeled trailer designed to carry extra ong oads uk 7957. is in 
horse racing, a $100 bet us mi 19 nonsense us, 1 997. 20 in card 
games, a face card us. 1 985 >see: monkey on your back. 

► marinate the monkey to perform oral sex us 2001. 

► monkey has a nosebleed - | -inn, 1 u I ^ bleed period of 

the menstrual cycle I rom monkey (the vagina) us, 2001. ► put it 
where the monkey put the nuts!; shove them where the 
monkey shoved his nuts!; stick it where the monkey stuck 
his nuts! used 1 1 in 1 > ionofdism al or refusal. 

Anatomically: 'in the anus'; figuratively: up your ass/arsei uk ws 

monkey verb to fiddle, to tamper, to fool around with us. i876 
monkey around; monkey about verb to behave foolishly, to waste 

monkey bath noun 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 I that hen lowering 

yourself Into the water an involuntary (monkey-like?) cry of 'Ooh! 
Oahi Aahi Aafii* drifted new Zealand 2002 
monkey bite nouni a bruise on the skin produced by extended 
sucking us 194 .. 2 a painful pinch us, 1997 
monkey boots noun a hea 11 hoe nbraced as a fashion 
statement, by punks and post-punks us, 1997 


monkey box noun the vagina Either a combination of monkey (the 
vagina) and box (the v;gina) or monkey (the penis) and box (the 
vagina) us. ms 

monkey business noun mi 1 foolishn Ehetermis 
powerfully etched in American culture because of revelations in 
1987 that Gary Hart, then a married US Senator campaigning for 
the presidential nomination:, hadiaRen an overnight cruise to ; 
Wrropl with a stunningly attractive woman, Donna Rice, on the 
fpllynemed yacht 'Monkey Business'. Hart withdrew from the 
race under attack as an adulterer us, 18S3 
monkey cage; monkey house; monkey hut; monkey wagon 
noun a brakevan (caboose) us, 1977 
monkey dick noun a link sausage us ms 
monkey drill; monkey pump noun a hypodermic needle add 
syringe us, 19m 

monkey dust noun .n- he 1 1 itional drug known as 

PCP or angel dust us, i9si 

monkey flush noun s suit, unpaired 

and without value us. i9S3 
monkey-full adjective drunk uk 2002 
monkey house noun a broths! US, 1949 

monkey maze noun nterchange us. 


monkey meat noun in 11 1 11 1 1- nail hite edible pods or 

nuts at the base of the fiddlehead fern Canada, 1999 
monkey money nouni an excessive price to pay; silly money. 
Acquired an earlier I?) usage, now obsolete, a :, 'foreign money' uk 
1999. 2 the salary paid to film extras in US films shot in Canada 
Canada, 2002. 3 on file railways, a pass to ride 'or free us, 1977 
monkey motion noun in hot rodding and drag racing, unwanted 
movement in any mechanical device us, 1905 
monkey-on-a-stick adjective a style of horse racing using short 
stirrups. Popularised by jockey led Sloan (1874-1933), whose 
abnormally short legs made the style - widely used today - a 
necessary innovation. Also applied inl|jpJK tO:#iefft|Ii3g position 
adopted on earlyAiatjrgyfiles us tm 
monkey on your back; monkey noun 1 an addiction to drugs, 
especially heroin A tenacious monkey is hard to shake off us, 1959. 
2 in sports, the inability to beat a certain opponent. Used in many 
sports, but probably most commonly rn>tennis us m 
monkey pants noun li il ituation nd tobago, 1950 

monkey-parade noun 1 some public 

place, in which (generally) young people, intent on meeting and 
flirting with the opposite sex, stroll in couples and groups of 
friends'to advertise themselves to others similarly engaged. 
Recorded in London around the beginning of CS.Q.W 1914 
monkey rum noun illegall nani tetured alct 10I coloured by mol- 


monkey's; monkey's fuck noun a notional article of no value. Used 
In the phrase '(not) give a monkey's fuck’, aa elaboration of (not) 
give a fuck; generally reduced to£'|t$t) give a monkey's' uk mo 
monkey see monkey do! nst imitating 

an action, or of doing something that may be imitated; used 
teasingly of someone who copies an action; applied to an action 
that is performed by imitation bbt'without understanding us. mk 
monkey's fist noun a knot tied on the end of a heaving line us, 1975 
monkeyshines noun h 11 embarra ing behaviour us, 1828 
monkey's nuts noun 1 1 1 ut Rhymir Ian in current use 
by prison inmates; a possible play on dog end (a cigarette butt) via 
dog's bollocks (the best) UK 2001 
monkeyspunk noun norfetseKgew 

monkey's tail noun , 1 1 1 (fo h n nering) Rhyming slang uk 1934 
monkey strap noun a life ine that secures a helicopter gunner to the 
fjelicopterAwsfsAt/A tm 






monkey suit | moody; old moody 
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monkey’s uncle noun used in non-profane oaths to register surprise 

monkey wagon noun >see: monkey cage 

Monkey Ward nickname Montgomery Ward, a department store 
chain. A piay-orittie sound us, 1912 
monkey wrench verb to repair (a car or truck engine) us 19,1 

monk-on noun 

mono noun 1 m 2 a black and 

white television set; a monophonic sound reproduction system. 

An abbreviation of'monochrome', 'monaural' or 'monophonic'; a 
term only needed, outside of if? jargon application, until colour 
television afid:«tereo^%«d were widely available uk 1970 
monobrow noun two eyebrows joined by hair growth above the nose 
AUSTimtfA, 1990 

monolithic adjective JS, 1971 

mono-rump noun mass by a 

garment uSM* 

monsoon bucket noun a helicopter-borne water container used for 
aerial bombardment of fires Canada, 1997 


monsternouni meth ig ha extremel ind unusually large uk, 
1759. 2aformidable piece of equipment us ra. 5. Ban immense 
wave, surfed by a special and sma I class of surfers us, rasz. 4 a 
String of multiple Claymore mines arranged to detonate sequen¬ 
tially us 1991. s in poker, a great hand or large amount of money 
bet us, 1982. 6 any power'u drug; cocaine us, 1975. 7 used as a term 
ol endearment been slang us 19:4. 8 an extremely unattractive 
woman who is seen as a sex object, especially one who is ravaged 
by age uk. 2002. 9 a sex offender, a corrvicted paedophile. Prison 
usage w, 1996 

monster verb 1 to make a verbal attack on someone or something; 
to put pressure on Australia. nit. 2 to harass, threaten or victimise 
.someone xrtssatk s*x 

monster adjective 1 2 excellent. 

•Mplally 6 bS: usage us, tad ’ 

monstered adjective drunk tit4P 

monstering noun 1 monster (to attack 

verbally), ms. 2 a sudden < j ry papa rzzi photographers on 
Jhetr-subject uk, 2004 

monster lane noun in the US, the lane used for overtaking; 




monster munch noun the mi Deri >rot )bl> from Monster 

’ 'ifjittbth™, a branded savoury snack food uk, 2001 

monster net noun during the ietnan 1 the ure idio nt or! 

connecting radios in the field and headquarters us. 1990 
monster shot noun in 1 it of genitals us, 

monster truck noun r pickup true! ith ersized heel and tyres 
(large enough to drive over and crush a standard passenger car) 
and an enhanced engine and transmission. Only in America us. 

Montana maiden noun s II be 

men Collected ft a fbffw resident of Iowa, March m 
monte noun 1 uana from 

South America; marijuana. From theSpamsh for 'bush'- bush 
(marijuana) - or clipping of Montezuma gold us. /tea 2 the three 
card trick> also known as tBtee card monte uk 1977 >see: full 

MONTY 

Monte nickname Monte CarlpCa!; 1959 

Monte Cairo noun Rhyming slang 


montezumas noun I I 11 1 ipacioi uni j ints for women). 

’ Rhytning slang uk m2 

Montezuma's revenge noun diarrhoea suffered by tourists in 
Mexico, Montezuma II (1466-1520), the ninth Aztec emperor of 
Mexico, famously died as a result of his confrontation with Spanish 
invaders. Former US President Ronald Reagan in 1981 exhibited 
what commentator David Brinkley referred to as 'esCBiCiatingly 
bad taste’ by telling a joke about Montezuma's revenge at a state 
din ogf in' 'Mexico City us, i9w 

month in Congress noun,i j'-it ii ervei 1 olitary confinement 

monthlies noun the bleed period of the menstrual cycle uk 1372 
monthly bill noun 1 h ID-' ieri d of he menstrual cycle us, 1989 
monthly blues noun Ihe bleed period of the menstrual cycle us. 1954 

monthly evacuations noun menstrual cycle 

monthly monster noun the bleed period of the menstrual cycle (A 
monthly return noun the bleed period of the menstrual cycle us, 

monthly turns noun ihe bleed period of the menstrual cycle us, 1999 
monthly visitor noun the bleed period of the menstrual cycle us, 

month of Sundays noun a long time, with time passing slowly us, 

montrel noun a watch I rom obsolete 'montra' (a watch) uk, 2002 

rithin a given context. An abbrevi 
a ce rtai nty Australia, im 
moo noun i an A variation of 

cow. With the descriptor 'silly' the sense is often softened (foolish? 
woman), or even made affectionate. Widely associated with mid- 
1960s BBC television bigot, the comic creation Alf Garnett, played 
by Warren Mitchell 2 person Australia, 1970. 3 money 

US, 1941 

mooch noun 1 r person 1 In 1 1 1 indlers a dupe 

us, 1927. 2 in the car sales business, a customer who thinks that 
with arithmetic ski Is, a calculator and his sharp mind he can 
outsmart the salesman us, 1975. ► on the mooch alert for any 
chance lo beg or borrow uk ism. ► the mooch idling, 
ScroungingnSkyiBirgu/c im 

mooch verb 11 2 to beg 

iffom friends, to sponge uk) iss/ 

moocher noun a beggar; one who sponges off others, a freeloader 
mooching noun in British Columbia, very simple, inexpensive fishing 


moodiesnoun I I IN 1 MDMA, th eational drug best 
' '’knownas ecstasy. By ellipsis from moody (fake) and e (ecstasy 
tablets) uk 1996 

moody verb 11( 2 >ut into good 

humour by means 0' ingratiating talk, to wheedle, flatter or 
hSfinfuruK, 1934 

moody adjective simulated, faked uk 1958 
moody; old moody noun 1 r fit 1 ulking Ma be preceded by 
either 'the' or 'a', often in forms such as: 'pull a/lhe moody' and 
'throw a/the moody' uk 1959. 2 lies, deceit, especially deceit by 
flattery, a confidence trick (see, especially, the 1977 citation) uk 
1934. 3 a period ol (extreme) moodiness uk. 1968. 4 in prison, a 
psychiatrists man® rfttek or even genial approach to a prisoner* 
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Moody and Sankey; moody | mope 


Usually with 'the' us rm. ► do a moody to behave suspiciously. 
Prison useuc.wks 

Moody and Sankey; moody noun deception, trickery. Rhyming 
slang for hanky panky, formei ml evangel's! Dwight Lyman 
Moody and Ira D, Sankey, jointly known (and vilified) as Moody 
and Sankey, who brought their message to the UK in the mid- 
1870s. This term ritay well have evolved separately or be bound, 
up with moody; old moody (lies, deception) uk mi 
mooey; moey; mooe noun the rpfeuth. From Romany mmf 
(mouth, face) uk. iss9 
mooi adjective | 

(pretty) soutB AfRiCA, msa 
moo juice noun rft}||.es, m2 

mook noun an incompetent lei n who is to be more pitied than 
despised us, imp 

mooksey adjective AND TOBAGO. 1993 

moola; moolah; mullah noun money us, rm 
moo-moo maker noun in Nova Scotia, a livestock caller Canada, m2 
moon nouni used as a quaint, indefinite measure of time os, ms. 

2 a month's imprisonment u> ; ■ 3 a smooth, convex wheel 
cover us. m>. 4 a flat, circulai piece of hashish us, m2. 5 illegally 
manufactured alcoholic drink An abbreviation of moonshine us. 
ms. ► over the moon 

► the moon /cle 

‘l&jgiBemism'US ism 

moon verb 1 tc ne. From the 

venerable sense as 'the buttocks' us mi . 2 to experience the bleed 
period'of the menstrual cycle. Emphasises the monthly rhythm'of 
r im 1 nl .• 3 to idle especially to move listlessly. 

Generally combined with 'about', 'aong', or 'around' uk im. 4 in a 
split-pot game of poker, to declare or wi n both piers’ and! low. An 
abbreviation' of 'shoot the mobrfijs, im 
moonbeam noun a 'flashlight' US, mi 

mooneas noun in the Canadian est, a ne mer i greenhorn. The 
word comes from Cree, where it originally meast ‘a white mart' 

CANADA, 1966 

moonie noun i a de berately provocative display of person's naked 
buttocks. From me veT: moon m- 2 any blind, unthinking, 
unquestioning follower of a philosophy or person. An extension Of 
the early 1970s labelling of fo lowers of the Reverend Sun Myung 
Moon us, mi. ► pull a moonie play naked 

buttocks. From moonie (a provocative display of naked buttocks); 
logically you would 'make a moonie', however, among older 
children and young teenagers in South Wales in 2003, 'pull a 
moonie' appears to be the predominant tarn UK 2m 
moonlight noun iiscreet in< lurried leparture to avoid debts, 
especially of surfjj-an absconding made at night. A shortening.;# 

MOONLIGHT FLIT UK 1958 

moonlight verb to wort i secor i ; iall at night us 1957 
moonlight express noun trucking by an independent, illegal and 
inexpensive operation us 1971 

moonlight flit noun 2 to avoid debts, 

especially of such an absconding made at night UK 1824 
moonlight flits; moonlights noun thpiffemale iHfttsts. Rhyming 
slang for tit(s) uk 1998 

moonlight freight noun freight hauled illegally as, m3 
moonlight requisition noun thednajjon&l procedure attachedijfy 
" ifilSfj materials os, 1 * 

moon rock noun k cocaine us 

moon rocks noun crack cocaine. An elaboration of ROCK UK 2003 
moonshine nouni pi I'mml 1 ill I 1 lied alcohol uk m2. 

2 an aircraft used for dropping magnesium-based flares to 
‘JIpjMnate the ground at night os, 1990 
moonshine 1; moonshine 2 noun hybrid varieties Of basttisft 
produced in Holland smpsm 


moonshot noun 1 anal sex us. rm 2 outdoor sex at night os rase 
moonstomp veib in ungainl lane 1 ciated ith the skinhead 

youth cult. Popular with authors looking back to the 1960s and 

m,0^1999 

moon-time noun the bleed period 0 the mer trual , e 
Emphasises the monthly rhythm of the .cycle t$„a mo 
moonwalk verb i- perform lan te; 11 1 hen it is done well, 

gives the impression of walking forward whilst gliding in reverse. 
Popularised by pop singer Michael Jackson (b,1'958); it derives, 
from a supposed similarity to walking on the moon us im 
moony noun any slow or romantic dance, or the music for it, played 
at an organised dance or disco, especially at the end of an evening 
■W SCOTLAND, im 

moop noun a pel i uf ring fr m ironi < 1 mutation in Arctic 

regions or Antarctica produced by long days and then long nights' 

ANTARCTICA, 1959 

moo poo noun cow manure AUSTRALIA, 1994 
Moor noun ► the Moor Dartmo# jjfiSofi UK m 
moose noun 1 in the Korean war, a girlfriend, mistress or prostitute. 
From the Japanese musume us mu. 2 an unattractive female 
Ireland, 1995. 3 in nokec a large pot us 1 996 
moose call noun a howling sound emitted by the Lockheed 
Starfighter Canada, ws 

moose-eyed adjective infatuated; in feve us. 2000 
moose farm noun hers are perceived 

as not parttofetly attractive m im 
moose-gooser noun an Alaska Railroad trail)M 1948 
moose knuckle noun the 1 Im n that ist hen a tight-fitting 
pair of trousers,. sSgEft&; bathing s-urt or other garment forms a 
wedge between a woman's labia, accentuatingjf||§r -shape U$, im 
moose milk noun 1 1 1 u| 1 - 1 bin ed li ink especially a 

homebrew Vukon cocktail made of rftilfe'and turn us. ns7 
moose pasture noun 1 in dm nadian rthless or unproven 

mining claim 2 m 1 in nexistent) land 

■ s|f)!d as part of a confidence swindle us. ms 
moose pasture con noun a big con in which the victim is induced 
to invest in a company that appears on the verge of a great secret 

moosh noun i the rr jth After mush 2 jail porridge 

AUSTRALIA, 1944 

moosh verb to shove in the 

moosh; mush; mushie; mooshy adjective floe, excellent, pleasant, 

nice, super, etc Zimbabwe, 1973 

mooshay noun a light-skinned person; an unlikeable person saint 

•' MtfTSAND NEVIS, 1998 

moot noun the vagina. Origin unknown Australia, 197s 
moota noun mariju 1 1 I 1 I 1 | mi I ling mota 

(marijuana) was smuggled north with the drug. Variant spellings 
include 'moocah', 'mootah', 'mooter', 'mootie', 'mbSfer', 
•‘'fribetDs', 'motta', 'muta' and 'irtyjatfus, im 
mooters noun a marijuana cigarette. From, moota uk xt ,b 
mop noun 1 a head of hair us 1821. 2 your date for an evening. Teen 
slang us, 1954 

MOP adjective li e US, 1985 

mop and bucket! a general ieclaratlou f rejection or dimissal; 
may also imply resignation lo, or acceptance ol, a situation, 
■fthyming slang for fuck m uk 1992 

Mop and Pail nickname tli^ newspaper This 

derogatory nickname is surely jocular, as the newspaper Is the 
foremost national newspaper of Canada Canada, 2001 
mop booth noun 1 i 1 ml it! iere porr (graphic films are 
shown for a fee us, mi 

mope nouni omC16to 

C19 a part of colloquial speech, 'mope' reappeared 200 years later 
as slang us on. 2 in hospital usage, a nonsurgeon physician. A 






mope | mosher 
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morning noun ► the top of the morning!; top of the morning 


mopery noun 

mop jockey noun a janitor or custodian us. ms 
mopp verb to doii prote. l r-, I i m nil loitlnn pparatr 
against chemical warfare I rom the official designation 'm 


applied generally (as a diagnosis) to someone suffering the effects 
of drinBifg'fo excess uk ms 

morning glory noun i -1 • i- n in waking up in the morning. 
Rhyming slang for corey (the penis), formed from the name of a 
popular garden flower {Ipomoea violacea)uK m2. 2 an act of sex¬ 
ual intercourse in the morning Australia, i960. 3 a drug addict’s first 
injection of the morning us. 1959. 4 in horse racing, a horse that 
rurKMH in early morning vyottoiiits fctit not during races is im 

morning line noun 1 1 I e racin the odds established by the 
racetrack handicapper the morning before a race us. 1957 


moppet noun a Cl#}«, im 

mop-squeezer noun in 1 In playin n 1 jueen s 
mopsy noun 1 girlfriend T ibago, ms 

moptop noun 1 'ill 1 ii mu 1 11 his hair in a 

fringed style popularised by the Beatles in the early 1960s ui c raw 
mop-up noun the end-game of a conflict, in which the stragglers of 
the losing side are rounded up uk, 1917 
mop up verb 1 to win uk ism. 2 lo consume drinks bought by others 
TRINIDAD AND TOBASQ, 1971 

mop-up boy noun ' i per rmingjani nil »rk at an arcade 
where men masturbate whi e watching videos us. 1997 
moragrifa noun marijuana us. 1966 

moral noun a certainty I rom the phrase "a moral certainty 1 uk mi 
morale-booster noun 11 tupid a by the m horities that has the 
immediate effect of lowering morale us. 1968 
morale-raising flour noun hue A pi < 1 the name and 
appearance df self-raising flour ty/c sm 
more noun phei 1 I Ii 1 111 1 111 lii 111 >wn a n PCP or 


morning shot noun 1 In 1 user irst injection that day ( 
morning wood noun an erection experienced upon wakir 


morotgara noun heroin us, mw 

morph verb 1 rrom 

cinematographic jargon for blending one image in 


e hide than Jessie adjective 1 nel I 
e like; more like it adjective would be nearer, be 
eepsafete, mots accurate uk. im 
e or less noun a dress. Rhyming slang UK 1992 

e power to your elbow! a catchphrase o( euro 
od wishes. Used as a headline uk isw 

e pricks than a pincushion an alleged achieve 


more than somewhat adveib -1 ■ 11 11 U 1 1 great degree, very 

much Coina^ credited to US writer 'Damon Runyan us wx 

Moreton Bay fig; Moreton Bay; Moreton noun 1 a busybody 
Rhyming slang gig I rom '.he name of a type of large native 
figtree Australia. 1944. 2 a police informer. Rhyming slang for gig. 


Moscow noun a pawnshop Australia, 1941 

Moscow mule noun 


Moriarty; mori noun 

informed, if not inspired, by one of two fictional characters: 
'(the. arch-enemy of Sherlock Holmes or the comic creation < 
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moshie | mother-in-law job 


bouncing - mafify.off other moshers; by extension a dedicated 
fan: of a rock genre uk 2002 
moshie noun a mlgttfrAyffiwm, 1996 
moshky noun a marijuana user its, im 

mosh pit noun an area in a dance hall where dancers mosh us. 1992 

mosquitos; mosquitoes noun cocaine us, im 
moss noun i hair us, 1925. 2 seaweed Barbados, ms 
mossback noun 1 an old person with outmoded ideas and values us, 
-18/3. 2 a promiscuous girl us, m2 
mossie; mozzie; mozzy noun 1 a mosquitoAwSWWtk mi. 2 a 
sparrow south Africa, im 
most noun ► the most the best us, 1953 
most adverb very us 1989 

most def!; mos'def! 11 I 1 pi ing en rhatir agreement us 

mostienouna e ually attra tive nar /wo m 

most ricky tick adverb 

US soldiers during hie Vietnam war (A iw 
MOT noun a Jewish person identified as such by another Jewish 
persimM.ma 

MOT verb to conduct an VO' test of ,1 vehicle's roadworthiness 
From the official abbreviation of the Ministry of Transport test, 
introduced in 1960 and grown more stringent since uk 2002 
mot; mott noun a woman, ,1. girlfriend, a wife Liverpool Irish usage 


motel time used to gnal that a bar < ng ind that customers 


mothball noun I truck engine 


mothball verb to take out of service, to set against pi 


le futijfg, 


mother noun 1 motherfucker; 

'fomeifchss a low form of abuse, sometimes merely jocular; us, 

1951. 2 used of or to, a wife if she is- also a mother uk, mi. 3 a 
male homosexual in.rtiatton to a man- whom he has introduced 
to homosexuality us - 4 a (very) senior secretary. Civil service 

use uk 1977. 5 a drug dealer us, 1970. 6 marijuana. Probably an 
anglicised 'mutha' us, m8. 7 heroin; ,1. heroin dealer; a homosexual 
heroin dealer. Perhaps ,1 euphemistic reduction of motherfucker 
us 1992. ► be mother to assume reponsibili 11 dispensing hot 
drinks or refreshments. Of either sex but reflecting a general 
perception of a mother's traditional role uk 1934 ► you love your 
mother better than your father; you love your father 
better than your mother between schoolgirls, used as a 
warning that a slip or petticoat can be seen below the hem of a 
skirt uk 1977. ► your mother ' 1 I 1 ll Heience by older 
homosexual men us, 1974 

■■rfif^tthe epic, example. 

mother-ass; mother-arse; mudder ass noun used as aMijuSiye 
term of address or term of reference trinidad and tobago, ms 
mother blood! used for expr ng urprise Almost certainly a 
euphfirtiBrfi %. 'motherfucker!' Bahamas, im 
Mother Brown nickname the West End of London. Rhyming slang 


mother crusher noun ker uk 

mother-cunt noun used as an abusive lerm of address or term of 
reference trinidad Am fc&t&tyisz? 
mother dear noun methedrine, ,1 central nervous system stimulant. 
A phonic parMK >9® 

motheren; motherln noun used as a.eupHemisnn for 
'motherfucker' or 'motherfucking' us. 1959 
motherfather noun 'ml 1 r euphemism fo n rtherfuckerf Used 
by comedian Redd Foxx on The Royal Family (CBS, 1991 -92) us, 

motherferyer noun used as a euphemism for 'motherfucker' us me, 
motherflipping adjective 1 for the intensifier 

'motherfucking' us, mi 

mother-for-you noun used as a euphemism for 'motherfucker' us 

motherfouler noun a biofti@foCi#FJtj5, 1947 
motherfuck verb used'© damwor curs it/s, 1942 
motherfucker noun 1 1 I s l| an. In 1972, the US Supreme 
Court reversed the conviction of-a man who had used the word 
'motherfucker' four times during remarks at a school board 
meeting attended- by some 40 children and 25 -women, accepting 
'motherfucker' as constitutionally protected speech (Rosenfeld v. 
New Jersey, 1972) us, 192s. 2 a (el ow, a person us. ms. 3 a difficult 
thing or situation cry ms. 4 used as ,1 basis for extreme compari¬ 
sons us, 1962. 5 methamphetamine hydrochloride, a powerful 
central nervous system stimulalit,#, im 
motherfuckers and beans noun canned beans and frankfurters 
served as field rations by the US-Amytis im 
mother-fucking noun sexual intercourse between a son and his 
mother. The litefal- sei^t-which precedes the reStxMimo 
motherfucking adjective used as an emphatic intensifier. In 1972, 
the US Supreme Court found the statements 'motherfucking 
fescist pig cops' and 'god damned mother fucking police' to be 
consfltutioflaftr protected -speech. The following year, the California 
-Supreme embraced 'white motherfucking pig as corettttjjSQfisJly 
protected us, ;®7 

motherfucking A! 11 I 1 resting dism 111 prise or strong 
assent An embellished fucking ai us, 1977 
motherfugger noun used as a euphemism for 'motherfucker 1 us 194s 
motherfugging adjective used as a euphemism for 'motherfucking'. 
Found throughout Norman 11 lile d the Dead, 1948 

US. 1948 

motherfukka noun a fellow, a person. A variant spe ing of 

MOTHERFUCKER UK 2002 

mothergrabbingud/ect/ve used 1 euphem n for motherfucking' 

Mother Green nickname the US Marine Corps. Coined in Vietnam; 
sbmetimes embellished to 'Mother Green and her Killing: 

Machine' us. m 

motherhopper noun used as a euphemism for 'motherfucker' us. 

Mother Hubbard noun 11 ii| I ird Rbymir in formed from a 
nursery rhyme character uk 1992 

motherhugger noun 11 - I 1 1 euphemism for motherfucker’us, 


mothering adjective used as an From motherfucking us, 

mother-in-law noun 1 an enemy aeroplane us mi. 2 a carpenter's 
saw Rhyming slang us 1992. 3 torn cuticle Barbados, bus 

mother-in-law job noun veil in long¬ 

distance races. The long-distance horse has staying power, and like 
a mother-in-law seems to stay forever Australia, m 







motherjumper | mouse 
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mother Of all adjective 

Saddam Hussein's somewhat hyperbolic prediction that the 
western invasion of the Persian Gulf in 1991 would be the 'fno 


motorway noun (wh 
motorway draw no 


mottled adjective drur 

Mott the Hoople nc 


mouldy adjective dru 

mouldy fig noun a \ 


mountain passes noun spectacle: 

mountain pay noun v.ctk'ng 6h • 


the Royal Canadian Mounted 
al term in such widespread use, 
an: 'The Mounties always get their 
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mouse | Mrs Mopping 


mouse verb to blackmail SOtfetoie tiK rasz 

mouse droppings noun i in a computer 

screen that do not reappear when the cursor of the mouse is 
moved away from the spot us, mi 
mouse house noun i ifinar npan 2 in the used car 

business, an enterprise that compartmentalises the different 
functions in the sale$ jafsdfsfius, ms 
mouse motor noun nall-l he rolet V-8 engine. Introduced 
'fm was relatively small fer Its power us, m3 
mousetrap noun 1 any strong or inferior hard cheese. From the use 
of such cheeses to bait mousetraps ore 1947. 2 a series of exit 
consoles on websites that link back on themselves, creating an 
infinite loop us, 200: . 3 in oil drilling, a type of tool used to retrieve 
objects inadvertently dfroppMxdown a hole us sw 
mousetrap verb to ambush an enemy by drawing them into pos¬ 
ition with some sort of bait us. rats 
moustache noun a Moustache Pete us. 1973 
moustache mob noun first generation immigrants from Sicily or 
' southern Italy usj^tsr 

Moustache Pete noun an older Ita lan-American criminal, associ¬ 
ated with Outdated ways of doing thin® os, 193s 
moustache ride noun an act of oral sex us, mi 
moustache rider noun a woman as the object of oral sex with a 
man/osnwtii am 

mouth noun 1 back-talk, ir 2 >r furry mouth 

caused by too much eating or drinking. Often elaborated on the 
formula a 'moutft.tike...' - recorded examples vary from 'thd 
bottom of a bird cage' to 'the inside ol a Turkish wrestler's 
jockstrap’ uk as. 3 a play's reputation us, 1973. ► give off a lot 
of mouth to shout abuse uk, 1999. ► have a mouth like a 
cow's cunt :ly talkative. An exagger¬ 

ated variation of big mouth iik, /%/. ► in the mouth in poker, 
said of the first player 1 t in a given situation us 1979 ► with 
his mouth wide open rid ol a 1 h that easily wins a race 
-fel’. fsm' 

mouth verb to inform on someone 10 the police us, ms 

mouth and trousers noun a braggart uk ms 
mouth bet noun in poker, a bet made without putting up the funds, 
binding among frtefKfe &s 1889 

mouth breather noun a foobpM am 

mouthful noun i r m phrase that i iifficult to speak (for 
reasons of complexity or length, not content) uk ism. 2 something 
spoken which has importance or othei significance. From earlier 
use as 'a long word’ us us-. ► give a mouthful to swear or be 
otherwise verbally abusive to someone us, 1941 
mouth music noun oral sex on a woman uk 1977 
mouth off verb to brag; to insult. Derives from the synonymous 

mouth open, story jump out imething 

that was perhaps better unsaid was said trinid/dand tobago, ass 
mouthpiece noun i a lawyer uk 1857. 2 a spokesperson uk ms 
mouth pig noun 11 ml m ial wh 1 1 In, mouth 
anonymously to any penis that is presented through a glory hole 

mouthwashing; mouthwash noun 1 u nal method of 

drinking Cointre ru™ (a branded lique ill 1 1 1 m 
liquor around the mouth, swallow and immediately draw in a large 
breath. Also used as a verb uk 2001 
mouthy adjective loquacious, too talkative uk 1539 
move noun ► get a move on 10 hurry Olden as an imperative us, 
Isas. ► on the move about to commit a crime, especially a 
burglary uk 1996. ► put the move on to make sexual advances 

move verb to sell, especially n bulk us; ms. ► get moving to 
urgently begin to do or go uk ms. ► move the line in sports 
betting, to change the point spread that © the basis for bettin^t iq^r 


one team ipr.lfid oth^B&wzs. ► move under an ashen sail to 
row a boat. As paddles are&ffen made out of ash wood, to say 
'he's moving under an ashen sail' is a joeqtar-way of saying that 
but rowing Canada, 1975 

move in verb in poker, to bet your entire bankroll us, 1979 

movement noun . fighting for 

- ;§pcral justice and peace in the US in the I 960 s,u£ 19m 
mover nouni 2 r police ticket 

for a moving violation us, n/n. 3 in casino gambling, a dice cheat 
Vyho places his bet after a roil has started us. m2 
mover and shaker noun powerful 

.connection?, 

moves noun sexual advance “I 1 used ith the, 
movie jobnoun -| ill exforpa in cinema us, 19m 
movies noun police radar recordings of vehicle speed us, 197 7 
movie star drug noun Hollywood's repu¬ 

tation for excess in the 1980 s and 90 s uk 2001 
movin’ adjective _ I ' i II il I ill Mil A popular US, 1997 
moving doctor noun 1 u li rl Aj liar back-formation 

from tf%-Mjpl 0 MD Canada, 2002 

mow verb 1 to shave. Usually used in describing a woman shaving 
her legs or her pubic area us, mi, 2 lo eat with gusto and stamina 
us, 1991. ► mow the grass; mow the lawn to smoke marijuana. 
Punning on grass (marijuana) UK ms 
mowed lawn noun a shaved vulva US, 1964 

mox; moxy noun ntemporary gay 

moxen noun a group of homosexual men I he plural of mox, 
recorded in contemporary gay use UK xm 
moxie noun net\r irage ill 11 i he first mass-marketed 
soft drink in the US, Founded in Lowell, Massachusetts in 1884 by 
fir Augustin ThoftiSSbn, Moxie was touted as a patent medicine 
guaranteed to cure almost any ill including, loss of manhood, 

' pfaralysf; and softening of the batni'. These claims were revised 
with the passage of the Pure Food and Drug Act in 1906 . Its 
■Sp 1 ^«,# fflfluence was largely in New England us, 1930 
moxy adjective lousy, very bad Ireland, 1999 


mozznounbai mozzle', from 

Hebrew mazzal (luck). Generally in the phrase 'to put the mqzz 

Qnj AUSTRALIA, 1924 

mozz verb to jinx "lira ne 1 ) bring > I hr I sneone Australia, 

mozzle noun ► on the mozzle I m nl A/hen seeking to 
borrow something.smali from a friend or neighbour. This derives 
from an obsolete piece of rhyming slang, 'mozzle and brocha' for 
on the knocker (used of a door-to-door salesman); ultimately (tetri 
Yiddish maze! (good luck) and brocha (a blessing) uk, m2 
Mrs noun ► the Mrs Ire 1 111 lb 1 enti ial abbreviation for 
'mistresS'hrrjgamng 'wife'; pronounced uk 2001 >see: MRS 

Mrs Doyle noun a boil, RhymjrAslang, formed from the name of a 
character in UK Channel 4 te evision situation comedy Father Ted, 
1995-98 UK 1998 

Mrs Duckett! used 1 i general declaration f rejection or dimissal; 
may also imply resignation to, or acceptance ofajpifan. 
fthymiflgSlang for fuck it! uk i960 
Mrs Mop; Mrs Mopp noun 1 a woman who works as a cleaner, a 
charwoman. After a character introduced in the fourth series of 
#ie 1940s BBC radio comedy ITMA ; Mrs Mopp, with the 
catehphfase On I do you now, sir?’, was played by Dorothy 
Summers 1 u, 1943. 2 a shop. Rtlyming slang A so employed as a 
verb uk m2 
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*t be answered because it depends a 


mud baby noun faeces us, 2003 
mud ball noun a doughnut or othe 
Harkened to mud (coffee) us, 0m 
mud butt noun diarrhoea us, 2004 
muddafukka noun a motherfucker 
mudder noun any athlete who perfi 


muck-a-muck; muckety-muck noun an important and '' r j 

person isx 

muck around; muck about verb to fool around uk isx 
mucked up adjective in disarray; confused; spoiled. A euphemis 


muddy water noun coffee. Elaboration of mud (coffee) playir 
Muddy W; ters, ini' st; ge-name o' bluesman McKinley Mor 
(1915-83) uk mi 

Muddy York nickname York, a suburb of Ic 'Onto Canada, 2002 
mud flaps noun the condition that exists when a tight-fitting 
trousers, shorts, bathing suit or other garment forms a wet 
between a woman’s labia, accentuating their shape tfi; 
mudge noun a hat. From a particular type of hat worn by Cl 


muck-up noun a bgfp 
muck up verb to hotel 

muck-up day noun the 

students play pranks 
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muff noun the vulva; a woman as a sex object uk, im. ► buff the 
muff to manually stimulate a woman s genitals us, 1999 
muff verb to bungle t»C, J827 

muff-dive verb IS, 1948 

muff-diver noun 1 ier 1 h perfi n raise on a woman us, 

muff-diving noun ral rformed on a man us, 1974 
muffin noun y a disguised 

muff (the vagina) us. im 

Muffin the Mule; muffin noun a fool Rhyming slang, formed 
from the name of a television puppet who was famous in the 

1950? UK. 1998 

muff job noun oral sex' onawomap vs, mi - 

muffler burn noun 

Hawaiian youth, usage us, 1982 

muffmagnoun in igazini 1 ti ing ph 1 igraph cif naked women, 
focusing on their pubic hair and vulvas us, 1972 
muff merchant noun a pro urer of pro 1 ute 1 man who makes 
■jjte living off the earnings of prositutes u|, wsz 
muff muncher noun 1 per 1 ho perform 1 I ex on women; a 

AUSTRALIA. 1972 

muff-noshing noun oral sex on ft woman us ;$» 

muffydile; muffyditenoun i ier n o inirual ilh female and 
male characteristics A corruption of 'hermaphrodite' trinidad and 

TOBAGO, 1986 

mufti squad noun nr In ill in i m i unif rmed enforcers for 
the police- or-prison authorities. Prison usage uk, 2006 
mu-fucka; muhfucka noun a motherfucker. Alternative spelling us 

mug noun 1 a man, a bloke ( is, ov;. 2 a gullible fool, an easy dupe. A 
'mug' is a vessel into which you cat 1 pour anything uk, 1357. 3 the 
face, especially an ugly one uk, tut 4 the mouth Australia, 1902. 5 a 
member of a criminal gang by virtue of brawn not brains us ism. 

6 a client of a prostitute Australia, c. 1906 
mug verb i to rob ith loler e< the threa i ilence u/c raw. 2 to 
stare at us, 2001. 3 to grimace theatrically, especially while posing for 
a photograph ijk, /an. 4 to kiss us, 1947. sto photograph a prisoner 
during the after-arrest processus /an. ► mug someone off to 
show someone as a fool; to play someone for a fool; to consider 
someone foolish. From mug (a fool) us, 1997 
mug adjective for MUG COPPER and MUG 

punter Australia. 1954 

mug about verb I I 11 11 II 11 II TRALIA 1945 

mugbooknoun i colie i if photograph i iminals consulted 
by the police us 1902 

mug chop noun a sale of a faulty second-hand car made by a dealer 
posing as a customer us, 19 68 

mug cop noun a police officer, viewed as inherently stupid Australia, 

mug copper noui d 

AUSTRALIA, 194S 

mug down verb to kiss. From mug (the face) on the model of chow 
down (to set to eating) us, 1995 

mug gallery noun in r carnival, a ncession here people pay to 
have their picture-®fen m, i960 

mugger noun a i iery with violence 

(or the threat of violence) us, m3 
muggie noun m a in 111 - in ti ' 1 f muggles marijuana) 
muggingnoun 1 treet II- from a person, e penally robbery 
with violence or the threat of violence us, 1943 
mugginsnoun 1 1 I in idi fter ith 1 implication that the 
fool is a victjrrrfend a fool to be so), a gullible ftkta.. «ss 
muggie noun 1 2 rerson with little or 

no understanding of computers I he opposite of a wizard; derived 
ffomr.the;l%rry Potter novels of JK Rowling uk. ism 


mugglehead noun f,Marijuana usgFC®, 1926 
muggles noun maTuara : „ 192s 

muggy adjective foolish, in the manner of a mug (a fool, a dupe) uk 


muggy-cunt noun a fool uk 2000 

mug joint noun in circus and carnival usage, a concession where 
customers are photographed us 1931 
mug lair noun ia, 1944 

mug money noun in horse racing, money bet by uninformed bettors 

AUSTRALIA, 1989 

mug punter noun 1 imble 1 I inherentl tupid Australia, 

mug’s game noun 1 1 lankle ity uk 1910 
mug shot nouni ) criminal. 

Combines mug (the face) and 'shot' (a photograph) us mo. 2 a 
.photographic portrait uk 1978 

mugsnapper noun in 11 11 1 I irni I 1 1 - 1 travellin 

photographer us mi 

mugsnatcher noun 1 I rapher h perate in the street, at a 
fairground of |feheseaside uk 1979 
mug's ticker noun a counterfeit Swiss watch uk 1977 
mug-up noun a ( lome us 1958 

mug up verb 1 to flirt, to kiss us 1947. 2 to study hard. Also 'mug up 

muhfuh; muhfuhkuh noun motherfuck; motherfucker us >969 
mujer noun cocaine Spanish for 'woman' us 1994 

mukluk telegraph noun aouncements 

delivering messages to people in rural Alaska who have no 
telephone or mail service. The 'tniikh)l?‘fe 'an insulated boot 
designed for arctic wear' us, im- 

mukums noun the female pubic mound trinidad and tobago, 2003 
mula noun marijuana us 1946 

muladynoun a gh i devil. English | 1 111 Romany mulo 

(dead, ghost) uk, 2000 

mulberry bush noun ► go round the mulberry bush to waste 
time in a misdirected effort, rrom a children’s singing game - a 
perfect, example of using up energy in pointless activity uk 1962 
mule noun 1 a per n who physical nuggl 111 g- 01 other 
contraband (A 1 .■ 2 i Vietnamese who carried supplies for the 
Viet Cong or the North Vietnamese Army us 1990. 3 In motor 
racing, a car used for lests and practice us 1993. 4 a small, 
iflotorised.platform used fortranspSfting supplies©! personnel us, 
nos. 5 a railway brakeman us tut 6 an infertile woman trinidad 
and tobago, mi, . 7 marijuana that has been soaked in whisky us, 

IS, s? 

mule nose noun ill- ondition that exist ten i tight-fitting pair of 
trousers, shorts,-bathing suitpraother garment forms a wedge 
between a worpan'sr labia, accentuating their shape us 2m 
mulenyam; moulonjohn noun a black person From the Italian, 
feferring to an eggplantus m7 

mule's ear noun 1 ndden me 1 1 1 in 1 -li 1 it 10I the spin of a 
■rpuitgftf wheel us, m2 

mule teeth noun in craps, a roll of twelve us 1999 
mule train noun in humorou mu I- 1 1 - 1 1 ar us m, 
mulganoun uninhabited or sparsely populated remote regions of 
Australia. From mulga (a type of native acacia), from the Australian 
Aboriginal language Yuwaalaraay/tusrfMta im 
mulga wire noun an information net ori util ing word of mouth 
AUSTRALIA, 1899 

mull noun marijuana prepared for smoking Australia, ms 
mull verb to break up marijuana buds in preparation for smoking 

AUSTRALIA, 2004 

mullah noun l\\n IRELAND, 19% 

t> see: MOOLA 
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mull bowl noun 

muller noun i a murderer uk 1973. 2 an ugly 0 fMfsajtracti¥e:i@tion- 
Teen slang uksxxs 

muller verb to roundly beat the opposition in a physical fight. 
German tailor Franz Muller (executed 1864 ) was the first person to 
Gbmcriit a murder on a British train; his name survives here as a 
syriojfltt:® 'murder'but is used only as an exaggeration uk 1997 
mullered adjective 1 drut|| 8 f drug-intoxicated uk. 2000. 2 dead uk, 2000 
mullering noun a beating Uk 1997 

mullet nouni i hairstyle: the hair i orn short at the front and 
long at the back. Fashionable in the 1980 s and much derided by 
the fashion-conscious generations that followed us, 1997. 2 a gullible 
person us 1955. b a socially inept outcast us 1959 
mullethead noun a fool a stupid p&r$ 3 ji lesz 
mull head noun \ustralia, 199 6 

mulligan noun / prisoners us 

mulligan stew; mulligan noun a stew made without a recipe, 
relying on ingredients that are left over from previous meals us 

mulligatawny noun desiring sex. Rhyming sfeigTor horny uk ms 
muliion noun an ugly person os, rsss 

mullock noun mining refuse. I rom British dialect Australia, m. 5 
mullock heap noun a moundlrfli 5 U|ioclCA«S 3 ji«iri, MS 9 
mull Up verb to cutting It 

up and, usually mixing it in tobacco Australia, 1987 

mullygrub verb 1 ill - ener I I- . .mug depressed 

spirits’), now surviving in verb form us, i984 
multi noun a multi; e I ing sever lection in I TO win 

stakes or 240 each-way Stakes'. Also known as a 'Super Heinz* 


multi; multie; multi; multy adverb very. Polari uk ms/ 
multi; multie; multy; multa adjective ppCK bad. Polari; a weakening 
of multi kativa e and 

intetisi^fflg: adjective uk m7 

multi-coloured yawn noun an act of vomiting; vomit Australia, 1977 

multi kativa; multee kertever; multicattivo adjective very bad. 

Pplart;. from Italian mo/to catbvo (very bad) uk 1859 
multiples noun 
multo adjective many UK 2003 

mum nouni a wile or a woman in a long-term relationship us 1977. 

2 a woman objectified as unattractive A logical extension of the 
belief that you would not fancy your mother. Current in teC-ity 
of London during the 1990 s uk ms 
mum adjective quiet si lent us: nm 
mum and dad now 

plural, with both elements pluralised uk 2003 
mum and dad adjective fijMg Rhyming slang® 1976 
mumblage noun stuff® ISsi 

mumble used a 1 erbal laceholder hen an answer is either too 
difficult or unknown us t9«3 

mumbler noun 1 man irin 1 ht-fitting pair < T trousers, 
shorts, bathing suit or other garment that forms a wedge between 
her labia, accentuating their shape; the trousers in question. 

Derives from the humorous logic that you can see the I ipg; moving; 
but can't make out what is.;lpBg;$aid uk 2m 
mumbo jumbo muni meaningless jargon uk. mu,. 2 any religion or 
religious practice, especially one that has or appears to have its 

mummerset noun 1 1 1 ill-pi 1 unt dialect accent 

and speech $ punning blend of 'mummer' (an actor) and 
‘Somerset’ uk im 


mummy bag noun ose the sleeper’s 

head us. isx 

mummy dust; whiffle dust noun an imaginary magic powder used 
by conjurors, manufacturers, marketing professionals and others to 
enhance their prcjfiJEl; or presentation Australia, 2000 
mump verb i to obtain cheap or free goods from tradesmen by 
virtue of being a police officer. Metropolitan Police slang; a vari¬ 
ation in sense of obsolete 'mump' (to get by begging) uk 1970. 2 to 
take a bribe, A variation of the previous sense uk m6 
mumper noun e as 'a beggar 

or scrounger’ noted by David Powis, The Sun s of Crime, 1977 uk 


mums noun a mother uk 1939 
mumsie; mumsy noun a rhother i* m/6 

mum’s the word used as an nj;,net ion to keep quiet. 'Mum' orig¬ 
inates in C16,from the onomatapoeic qualities of speech 
contained by compressed lips ® w 
mumsy adjective motherly uk, iseor 

mun noun used as a general form of individual address to either 
gender; also used as a means, of stressing what has been said. 
Originally used ofjs-tnan. Later use is less discerning uk wales, ms 
munch noun food us, 1998. ► put the munch to to kig wtfi: 
passion if not aggression us, mss 

munch verb 1 to eal uk 1923. 2 to kiss us, mu. 3 lo fall or be knocked 
from a surfboard us 1977. 4 in computing, to explore flaws in a 

► munch the trunch to 

perform oral sex on a rrgn Fo/ifTfedion»fn abbreviation of 
'triiwptSeon', as in love truncheon uk 2003 
munched adjective angry us 1993 

munchie noun 1 I id, es; II 1 nack or light meal. Earliest 
reference is in 1917 as a brand name for a chocolate confection 
uk 1959. 2 an injury sustained In a fall from a skateboard or bicycle 

munchies noun a sensation of hunger experienced when smoking 
marijaana us. 1959 

munchkin noun 1 hill In eneral usa I 1 Munchkins were 
diminutive characters created by Frank L. Baum for his book the 
Wizard ofOz, 1900. The film of the book, made irt 1939, has 
proved to be an iconographic touchstone for gay culture (friend of 
Dorothy, etc.) us. i97i. 2 an acutely short person. From the race of 
small people in Frank Baum's Wizard of Ozus, m/u 3 a young 
computer enthusiast From'diminutive characters in the Wizard of 
Oz us. mi 

munchy noun a shsffkMsrRALiA, tmr 

munchy adjective il usage us i96i 

Muncie noun in hot idin i levrolet four-speed gearbox. Built at 
a Chevrolet plant in Muncie, Indiana® tass 
mundane adjective unrelated to.science fiction US.: tste 
mundowie; mundowee noun the foot. I rom the extinct Australian 
Aboriginal language Dharug (Sydney region) Australia, 1822 
mung noun dirt of any kind US, revs 

mung verb 1 to be Used I tram; rom F many mang (to beg) 
uk 1811. 2 to sell lucky heather. English gypsy use; a variation of the 
prgyibus sense uk 2000 

munga noun mungarle Originally in military 

Speech AUSTRALIA, 1918 

mungaree noun food. Fi 

incfijd& ; 'mHngare', 'mtf|iri', 'rrtftrpry' and 'menjarie' UK 

mungaree verb 

parleyaree and tramps’ slang, into polari. Variants include;’ 
'rnungarly', 'munja', 'munjarry', 'mangiare', 'manjaree', 

'monjaree', 'giare' and 'jarry’ uK.im 
munge noun darkness MJpg 


mummy; mum noun a mother, your mother. Affectionate munge; mung verb u 

diminutives of 'mother’ uk 1964 maliciously 1* *w 
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mungers | mushroom 


mungers noun the female breasts, especially when of above average 
dimensions Possibly derived from 'humungous' uk 2003 
mung-pusher noun 1 1 oi player vho habitually plays hands that 
have no chance of winning us, im 
mung rag noun a cloth used 1 ipe u[ pille alcohol at a bar; a 
cloth used to wipe off the penis after masturbating us, 2003 
mung up; mung verb to botch, to blunder, to ruin us. ms 
munjacake noun 1 Ian mint ting per 1 1 ilian Canadian 
■Coinage and usage Canada, m 3 

munjon noun an Aboriginal hr ha ittle r no niact with white 
people. I rom the Western Australian Aboriginal language 
Yiqij1whdMUS7MM 1947 
munt verb to bf.Mjjifiiii' 2003 

munt; mu ntu noun Mil - 1 1 li n Bantu mtu (a human 
being), made abusive and offensive during apartheid south Africa, 

munted adjective 1 1 ni il r cnig-inloxi tier 2 having 

become sexually intimate with an unattractive,■fl^ftitscuous 
drunk. Student use; explained ast %o have pulled a munter’ uk.90 
munter; munta; munt noun 1 an unattractive person who adds to 
the personal allure with drunkenness and/or promiscuity, especially 
but not exclusively 01 young women Student usage uk 1998. 2 a 
useless person or object newzeaianr 1997 
muppet noun 1 ncapacitated 

or disabled, or considered ugly, someone who represents any pen 
mutation of such characteristics; hence, any fool. Created by Jim.: 
He<?f©n (b 1936), The Muppet Show, a successful television 
programme of ths-i1J)70s and subsequently in films, introduced 
the gallery of grotesque puppets on which thisalteion is founded 
uk m3. 2 a magistr; te. Po ice slang uk. 2002 
muppet house noun mental hospital. 

Extended from muppet (a pe on h 1 im ly incapacitated) uk. 

muppetshop nou, 1 muppet (a 

person who is mentally incapacitated; a fool) lor the mindless 
nature of the work uk 1996 
mural noun a person with many tattoos us. 1997 
murder noun 1 s / good us 1927. 2 an absol¬ 

ute nuisance; dreadful trouble uk mr 
murder verbs 1 1 11 mm ► could murder 

to want to be desirous of something «4rte 
murdered adjective very drunk®, m$ 
murder house noun 

murder one noun a mixture of heroin and cocaine us. 1994 
murder weed; murder noun mar'juana Anf-marijuana propaganda 
adopted into regu ar slang usage us, 1935 

murder-your-wife brick noi 

imitation brick. The imitation brick was first used in the 1965 
comedy Howto Murder Your Wife, starting Jack Lemmon and Virna 

murk noun coffee us. 1949 

murk verb to shoot with a gup,® 20m 

murky adjective low-spirited, depressed us. 1997 

m u rotogu ra noun jgj|f$t us 2002 

murphynouni 1 pota - I iefthat pota 1 lined the basic 
diet in Ireland is reflected in this adoption of a common Irish 
surname uk mi. 2 ihe condition that exists when someone pulls 
your trousers or underpants forcefully upwards, formirtf a wedge 
between the buttbeK cheeks Most commonly known as a 'wedge 1 

Murphy; Murphy game noun 1 n 11 in n prostitute and 
her accomplice, usually entailing robbing the prostitute's customer 
m, tm 

Murphy man noun the prostitute's male accomplice in a Murphy 


Murphy's law noun a cynical 'law' of existence that decrees that 'if 
something can go wrong it will - and even if it can't, it still 
might'. Said to derive from a remark [dr-philosophy) of (Spain E. 
Murphy at Edwards Air Force Base. The underlying maxim or 'law' 
is found as early as 1941, as 'an old legend' fromsPeru in 1952; 
and in 1957 it is offered as 'an old theatrical saying'. At best it 
seems to be the attribution of an old saying to a new, glamourous 
aviation context®, i@s 

Murray noun in horse racing, to bet on credit Rhyming slang from 
'Murray Cod’ (a delicious inland fish) to on the nod (on credit) 
AUSTRALIA. 1989. ► on the Murray cod (of a wager) agreed upon 
without money changing hands. Rhyming slang for on the nod. 
Also in the short form ‘on the murray' Australia, 1x7 

Murray Walker; murray noun i ilkei I. I i based 

broadcaster (and, therefore, professional talker) Murr ill r 
8x1923)® 2002 

muscle nouni a person or persons using violence and intimidation, 
usually in the service of another us. 1942 2 physical violence us. 1379. 
► on the muscle threatening, coercive us, rsss 
muscle verb to 1 pposed to 

intravenously us. nro 

muscle boy nouns hired intimidator us. m3 
muscle car noun 1 issenger ca ith 1 powerful engine, a light 
chassis and two-door body us 1x9 
muscle-dancing noun a sexually suggestive dance us. 1950 
muscle-happy adjective ill 1 1 11 111 I mcentrates on 
physical fitness in jail us, ms 

muscle in verb 10 intrude, by force or threat offeree, on another's 
activity or business; to intrude, by subterfuge, on ahgjfier's activity 
or business® 1929 

muscleman noun an enforcer for a criminal enterprise us. 1929 
muscle Mary noun a home exual mar hi r bodybuilder uk. 2002 
muscles nickname -I i i 111 Ml- i i trong or well- 
Housciecf man; also used, with: heavy ironypof a weakling uk 1984 
muscle uncle noun 1 1 1 1 1 ill n 1 ne homosexual male. 

Readily available in specialist Interrretsttfsus 20m 
musgro noun a police officer English gypsy use from Romany 
muskro (a policeman) uk 2000 

mush noun 1 the 111 rthorface n 11 na moosh' us. 7859. 
2 a man; used as a greeting 01 as a dismissive term of address us 
nos. 3 money uk 1x2. 4 in circus and carnival usage, an umbrella 
UK i82i. s a weak, slow wave us, cm. 6 in Ihe television and film 
industries, low-level sound'used 1 as background uk 19m 
mush verb 1 to ( 2 ) run out of 

airspeed us. 193s 

mushburger noun in surfing, a weak, poorly formed wave us, ms 
musher noun 1 a man An elai 1 in 1 f mush 302 2 a villain; 
someone who moves wtenminal circles, Liverpool usage; possibly 
puns mush (theface) into face (a known criminal}® 2001 
mushfake noun 1' nanufacture in defiani f prison rules and 
prohibitions. A term originally applied to the makeshift repair of 
umbrellas US te 

mushienouni 1 mushr 11 2an hallucinogenic 

mushroom,,a-magic mushroom uk m 6 
mushied-up adjective intoxicated by hallucinogenic mushrooms. 
*t®om mushie (a mushroom) uk 1999 

mushmellow noun 1 1 igina - I er play 1 'marshmallow'(a 
pink flower and a sweet confection), combining 'mush' (anything 
soh: and moist), and 'mellow' (relaxed, comfortable) us. ms 
mushmouthed adjective unable to speak clearly us 1977 
mushrat noun a muskrat Canada, 1954 

mushroom noun 1 pe on hoi given no information. From the 
48, witticismlpMer and T-shirt slogan: 'I feel like a nnjssijroom: 
everyone keeps me in the dark and is always feeding me Mishit’ 
uk 1979. 2 in firefighter usage, a fire that spreads out and 









mushroom | my sainted aunt! 
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d< wriward when reaching a ceiling us 19. i 3 an innocent 
bystander kilt#in crossfire us, 19® 
mushroom verb (of the felt tip on a pool cue stick) to compress and 
spread outward us. im 

mushroom pills no™ psilocybin or psi ocin, in powder or capsule 
form. A strong psychedelic drug extracted from Psilocybe mexicana 
and Stropharia cubensis mushrooms. One capsule has an. equival¬ 
ent effect to forty'drrrh^rt'MAGic mushroom© *, im 
mushy noun a weak, slow wave us, 1954 
mushy adjective i romantic. A 

figurative application of the conventiona sense us, im 
musical vegetables noun baked beans UK im 
music stand noun in electric line work, a rack for holding insulated 
Rne tools;®,, tsas 

Muskoka chair no™ iii 11 1 en hai ith wide flat 

armrests and a backrest in a fan shape. This is the Canadian name 
for what is known in the US as the 'Adirondack chair'. The 
Muskoka Lakes regionToronto Canada, 2oar 
muskra noun a police officer A corruption of Romany moskero ; 

mooshkero (a constable) uk im 
muskrat noun a chiKWf®#- ' 
muso noun a musician mjstiv.ua, mz 
mussie noun ae'Sjtljfo woman ®; 1:953 

mustang noun an officer appointed from the enlisted ranks US, rszs 
mustard noun Al - iii I Inn 1 1 L 1 n yndrome], a 
disease that is transmitted by sexual contact. There are very few 
synonyms for AIDS despite the huge impart of the disease; the 
etymology here is uncertain us, 1996 
mustard adjective - -II-1 I - 1 killed, keen. Fr m the phrases 
‘keen as "Mstand' and 'hot as mustard' ®y.jte 
mustard and cress; mustard noun a dress Rhyming slang uk, 199s 
mustard case now on Is of a hot 

dog, dosed with mustard us, torn 
mustard chucker noun 1 pi 11 l-i h pill mustard on the 
•victim af a stjygisfeHt and excuse to approach us, ra® 
mustard keen; mustard adjective ve ry keen. From the proverbial 
phrase 'keen as mustard' uk 1979 
mustard pickle; mustard noun a cripple. Rhyming slang, 
imperfectly rhymed uk 1998 

mustard pot noun twot (twat) uk im 

mustard pot; mustard adjective hot uk 1998 

mustard shine noun h y u ir 1.rstard to the shoes in the 

hope of throwing tracking dogs Off the scent us 1949 
must be nice! used for expressing envy or congratulations us, 2002 
mutant noun asocial outcast®, im 

mute noun 1 the vagina fa lang 2 in horse racing, a pari¬ 

mutuel bating machine us, 1942 

mutha noun an motherfucker 

' 3§pS| 

muthafucka noun 

muthafucking adjective used as an all-purpose intensifier. Variant 
spelling of motherfucking US-imi 

mutt noun 1 a doc | cia 111 'i- 1 - tionately disparaging 
us. i9oo. 2a despicable ow-lifeus . - 3a thug, a criminal us, r®7. 

4 the American shethbill, a small Antarctic bird Antarctica, 2003 
Mutt and Jeff noun / mismatched, 

especially rmfjllght. From the popular comic strip us. im 
Mutt and Jeff; mutton adjective deaf Rhyming slang from the US 
cartoon strip characters created by Bud I isher (1855-1954). Mutt 
first appeared in the San Francisco Chronicle in T907, Jeff was 
drawn irt shortly after and by 1915 the pair were a national 
phenomenon. Adopted into UK theatrical slang and consequently 
reduced m pronunciation to 'mutton* UK 19a 
mutter and stutter noun butter. Rhyming slang uk i960 


mutton noun the penis Australia, 1071 

mutton flaps noun TW ZEALAND, 1998 

muttonhead noun a railway dispatcher us, i$jg- 
mutton-headed adjective stupid ®, 1768 

mutton merchant noun a male sexual exhibitionist Australia, 1971 
mutton of the sea noun the hawskbill sea turtle Bahamas, nv 
mutt's nuts noun ir I hi ig on it ered to be the finest, the most 
excellent, the best. Variation of dog’s bollocks; mutt (a dog) and 
nuts (the testicles) combine literally and figuratively to mean " 
'out&Mmp UK 2001 

muvva noun 11 -d I 11 I I I- I i I I > in I-Mil lei A slovening 

of 'mother' uk, xm 

muzzie adjective 
muzzle noun heroin as, 1959 

muzzle guzzle noun | 1 1 ' _ 1 1 I round holic drink us, 19® 
muzzier noun in circus and carnival usage, a person lacking morals 

muzzy noun a moustache ® 2001 

mwah! the vocal accompaniment to a kiss, especially an air-kiss uk 


MX noun Mandrax™, a sedative drug uk 197s 
Myakka gold noun marijuana grown in I lorida us, 2001 
myall adjective t l in Australian Ah riginal tra< ion il, unaffected by 
white society a®7j»lm, isn 

myall; Myall noun 1 1-I rigir tl ho ha little or no contact with 
white people. From the extinct Australian Aboriginal language 
Dharug, Sydney region, mayal (stranger) Australia, 1962 
my arse!; my ass! 1 1 1 li I 1 1 ntemptu/cws 

my arsehole! used for registering disbelief or contempt. A variation 
Of MY ARSE ! UK 1982 

my Aunt Fanny! u I i u i l i < i 1 lief i letime 
exclamatory. A euphemism for the bolder myassi® 1945 
my bad! used 1 1 1 I I I 1 1 1 1 I 1 tnd apologising 

for a mistake us, 79® 

my bloody oath! yes inde my oath! Australia, 

my bust! used for accepting responsibility for a mistake or error us 

my colonial oath noun my word I ormei y a common exclamation 
AUSTRALIA, 1952 

my dog ate it used as a hun > u explanation of why a person 
run 

ffip diehdd student excuse for hot having a homework assignment. 

US. 1999 

my face! used I i i n I inent us, 2003 
my foot! used for I I ed as a direct 

denial of.a point just made. A polite variation of myarsei, often 
used as a suffix to the repeated point of contention ® 1999 
my hen laid a haddock nickname the Welsh national anthem. A 
phonetic transliteration of the title and first-line of Mae Hen Wlad 
Fy Nhadau (The Land of my Fathers), first published in 1860. 

There are a number of-iwiorous variations of the continuing 
lyric but the first line is a constant d#agfrom the 1990s. 

Credited to the poet Nigel Jenkins, it may have been inspired by 
■&t|frsb politicians inability to learn the Welsh words uk wales 1994 
my hole! u -d I 1 1- 1 1-1 1 elief 1 ntempt® 2002 
my oath' 

MYOB used in < loquial speech a -I 1 I thand in Internet 
discussion groups and text message to mean 'mind ybar own 
business' us, 2002 

Myrna Loy noun I from the name 

of the US film actress, 1905-93 uk, 1992 

my sainted aunt! I delight or shock 
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mystery | myxo 

mystery noun lie is a new arrival 

in a town .or city uk, 1937 

with the National 'lottery ok is 
third leg; -^specialisation oft 

9 eprev 

penis Rhypnin; 

slang for 

mystery bag noun 1 a sausage. So called because the contents are 
unknown Australia, ns?. 2 a meat pie Australia. 2003 
mystery meat noun cold cuts of suspicious heritages rars 

mysto adjective mystical us, 1980 
my wave! used by surfers to ex 
warn other surfers to get out a 

nrfstay 

wiership 1 bisapw 
out of the way 

ve and; to 

S 1991 

mystery punter noun a man who spends his time obsessively on 
the lookout for young women who are newly arrived in a town or 

my word noun a piece of excrerr 


ymihgisiaitgf® 

TURD UK, 1992 

city with an intention to live with, and take advantage of;#igsii| ■’ 
such a man 1$ said to be 'mystery mad' uk, jst? 

my word! 1 used as an expresslr 
2 yes indeed! Shortening of ‘u| 

Don my 

irprise or despair 
WOrd!' AUSTRALIA. 

% mi 

Mystic Meg noun 1 a eg Hi ning 1 ng f< ned from a television 
fortune teller who came to fame in the mid-1990s by association 

myxo noun the viral disease myxi 
rabbits Australia, 1953 

Dmatosi 

s introduced to c 

control feral 




Nn 


'n' conjunction and. An abbreviation; notably (since 1955) in rock'n 1 

NAAFI; Naafi noun i mlita / orga li; ition i i i operates shops and 
canteens for military personnel; any shop or canteen within that 
organisation. Acronym of A/avy, Army and Air Force Institutes UK 

naa mo noun a secret hiding place Ireland, 1999 
nab noun the police, a police officer uk wd 




i i to catch, tc 


s. 2 to snatch or steal something 


nabber noun a police - officer us, 

nabe noun i a neighbourhood cinema us, ms. 2 a tavern us, mo 
naches; nakhes noun proud | the Hebrew for 

contentment' tis, i %8 
nack noun ► in the nack naked ijk. 2002 
nada noun nothing; none I rom the Spanish, used by English 
speakers who do not understand Spanish, often heard in the 
1980s advertising phrase 'Nothing - nada - zilch'. Recorded in- 

UK gay.eui'titksy us «***• 

nad alert; gonad alert noun 1 I 1 ming in a hospital that 
an x-ray is about to be taken us. 1994 

nada to vada in the larder 1 tals, less than 

averagely endowed. Polarij^fiever combination of nada (nothing) 
and vada (to see) iyith a conventional location Where meat Is 

nadger noun in horse racing, a horse's nose or head Australia, loss 
nadgers noun t inads', and with 

a similarity to knackers, 'nadgers' was an all-purpose nonsense 
word used by the radio comedy setids The Goon Show ddnpg the 
1950s UK. 1998 

nads noun the testicles I rom 'gonads' us raw 
naff adjective I I i I I I | il eneially 
contemptible; when used in gay society it may mean heterosex¬ 
ual. Theatrical and camp origins but the actual derivation is 
disputed; possibly an acronym for 'not available fctfgMcing', 'not a 
fuck' or 'nomf$ as fuck'; or a play on the military acronym NAAFI 
(Navy, Army and Air Force Institutes) as 'no ambition and fuck-all 
interest’; otherwise it may originate as back slang for fanny (the 
vagina or tfe'buttocks), a shortening of 'nawfttckingpod' or rn the 
french phrase rien h faire (nothing to dajtj?;, jsss 
naff used as a euphemism for Tuck’ (in all senses except sexual 
intercourse/to have sex) uk, 19/7 

naffette; naffeen adjective vulgar, bad, despicable, unlovely. Polari; 
camp variations of naff uk 1992 

naffing adjective 11 I 1 1 1 ..1 1 111 I im Extended from 

naff it up i/erdto s^#l something (m, mi 

naff off verb T i i I i i i naff ii il familiar in the UK 
during the 1970s by the prison-set television situation comedy, 
Porridge, written by Clement and La Frenais. Perhaps the social 
highpoint of this word's history was during the 1982 Badminton 
■ dHorse Trials when Princess Anne (now Princess Royal) asked the 
press, 'Why don’t you just naff off?’ uk m2 
nagware noun free computer software that frequently asks ihe user 
to send a voluntary payment for further use os, ms 
nah A variation of pronunciation us, 1971 


nail 


hypodermic needle us, n.s. 2 a marijuana cigarette 
Possibly another Tail in your coffin’ us, urn. ► on the nail (of a 
payment) promptly uk im 


nail verb 1 to apprehend, to arrest ( % u.u 2 to kill uk, 1324. 3 to have 
sex us, 1957. 4 to gei 1 ight, to mastei ( is. 19®. 5 (of a wave) to knock 
a surfer from the surfboard. Always in the passive voice us 1.977. 

► nail someone's bollocks to the door to physically beat up 

to figuratively neuter and mentally defeat uk .. ► nail the 

core in the language of hang gliding, to find the centre of a 
isamai and ride it upes: m2 
nailed adjective deranged us 1m 
nail-em-and-jail-em noun a police officer us rasa 
nailer noun a police officer uS vm 

nail nicker noun in gambling, a cheat who marks cards by nicking 
them with, his-fiflgemails us 1997 

nails noun a disappointment; a failure. Hawaiian youth usage us mi 
naked adjective i trailer us 1976 

Naked Fanny nickname Nakhon Phanon, I -mu land. Vietnam war 
humour us. 1x7 

Nam nickname ieti im >ften use 1 1 the 1 riginally military, 
then widespread, and now slightly arch US 1 962 
namby-pamby noun an effeminate mafec& ms 


name noun 1 an 2 a known 

criminal uk 1934. 3 a popular, high -profi e professional wrestler us 

1995 ► have your name on it 

military, applied to a bullet (or similar) that was destined to hit a 
particular peiSifi; later use is far more general, being used, fed 
instance, when a house-hunter finds the perfect property or, more 
trivially, of a drink uk vs . ► no names - no pack drill the 
guilty party (or parties) will not be named and, therefore, cannot 
be punished. Originally used of; or by, army lower-ranks; now 


nan; nana; nannie; nanny noun a grandmother, especially as a 

form of address uk 1940 

nana noun 1 a b m in 2 the head 1 - Dim ►do 

your nana to ntrol; t ge mgry Australia, ms. ► off your 
nana crazy, insane Australia, 19 66 

nance noun an effeminate male ( In n exual Disparaging us 1910 
nance verb to behave in an exaggeratedly feminine fashion us ms 
nancy adjective ~ in 1 1 I 11 exual uk 1937 
nancy boy noun an effeminate or homosexual iihafi; the former may 
be construed to be the latter uk 19m 
Nancy Lee noun tea. Rhyming slartg.uk, 19a 
nancy story noun a traditional 

Caribbean folktale about Anancy Trinidad and tobago, isss 
nan flap noun 1 lendulou | td fflabt ipper arm that is 
characteristic of some older women uk 2004 
nang adjective 


nanna adjective awful ur 


nannie; nanny noun a hi 1 I mi 1 tl >a t term of address. 

Offensive and >see; NAN 

nanny noun a prostitute who will, by arrangement, dress and treat a 
cl ient as an 1 nfantw? nm 


nanny goat; nanny noun 1 1 he H" w i- r- 1 1 m Board Rhyming 
slang. The Tote was created by Act of Parliament in 1928 as 'an 
independent body with a monopoly of horse-tacd pool betting'; 
the legislation to allow the Tote to operate as an on-course 
bookmaker was not in force until 1972 us i960. 2 a coat. Rhyming 
slang uk i97i. 3 ihe throat Rhyming slang uk 1992. 4a boat. 

► get your nanny goat; get your 
nanny 1 in 1 - 1 im igetyourgoat 
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nanny whamming | National Hunt 


nanny whamming noun in rodeo, the joke event of goat tying 
CANADA, 1087 

nano noun a very short period of time. An abbreviation of 
'nanosecond', used figuratively os, mi 
nanoo noun heroin uk im 

Nanooknouna pi i ie i the i I ome fr< m Eskimo Canada, 


nante; nantee; nanti; nanty i top, shut up!; 

not. Polari, from Italian niente (nothing, anything). Recorded in 
contemporary gay use uk mi 
nante pile on the carpet adjective bald uk m2. 
nante pots in the cupboard adjective toothless UK. im 
nanti polari!; nanti panarlyl; nantee palaver!; nanti parlaree! 

be quiet!, don’t ta k! Imperative; iterally, 'no talk' uk 2002 
nanti that! stop it.!, don't do that! Imperative uk 2002 
nantoise; nantois; nantoisale no; nothing; none. A variation of 

nants no; noth 11 of nante uk mso 

nanty worster adjective i |#!^ no worse uk a w 
nap noun 1 the sh n rrl hair if a black person 5 is® 2 the hair; 
your hairstyle us, mt 3 in horse racing, 0 tipster's best betwc 1991. 
4 a good bet, a sure thing I rom the racing use uk 2001 
nape noun napalm t mixture of petri ml thickening agent for 
use in flame throwers 01 incendiary bombs, used extensively by 
the U§ dufmg World War 2 and later war sus, 1968 
napper noun tMlftead uk 1724 


napper-wrapper noun a urban Based on napper (the head) uk 199s 
napps noun morphine sulphate tablets used to treat cancer patients 

IRELAND, 1996 


nappy adjective iai r of a black person, naturally 

tightly curled, frizzy Often derogatory us, im 
nappy dugout noun I 1 I 11 m h 1 ina The Imagery of 
'dugouf is twofold: literally 'a trench', and, in baseball, the 
enclosure in which a batsman prepares to play; combined with 
nappy which typically describes black iffitus, im 
nap trap noun a roadside rest area-fif.»9Z6 
nar adjective treacherous. An abbreviation of gnarly us, rear 
narc; nark noun 1 2 a social 

outcast us.iesi 

narc ark; nark ark noun s car us 1973 

narco noun 11 2 3 any 

person involved iftifre manufacture or distribution of drugs. An 
abbreviation of'narcotics' us, 1958. 4 the Lexington (Kentucky) 
Federal Naffifticl Hospital ys mss 
narcotic adjective wild, intense us, im 
nards noun the ! ®ste genMstfs. im 
nargnounan Indian newzealand, ms 

narghile noun a water pipe used for smoking marijuana or hashish 

US, 1970 


nark noun 1 a pi 2 an 

aggravating person Australia, im. 3 a spoilsport Australia, 1927. 4 an 
awkward customer one with no intention of buying us 1979. 5 a 
spiteful argument uk 1979. 6 temper; a fit of annoyance Australia, 
ms. 7 umbrage ijk 1979. ► put the nark on to discourage uk 1979 
narkrerti to mu 2to thwart n 3 to 

complain, to grumble ijk. me. 4 to nag new Zealand, i9S4. s to act as 
an informer uk 1859 


nark it! be quiet!, S#'lf, Shut up! uk 192s 
narks noun ► the narks .pi 1 nr (a medical con¬ 

dition that may be suffered by deep-sea d(v#ri). From the medical 
term 'nitrogen narcosis* Bit, 1964 

narky adjective bad-tempered, aggravated, annoyed; sarcastic us ms 
narrow adjective serious. Recorded in use in urban black society uk 


narrowback noun 1 an unski led, unfit labourer us resz. 2 a 
construction electrician. A term used with derision by power 
linemen to describe their if^Mfitop rivals us re® 
narrow yellow noun 1 I s 1 11 1 11 -I 11 1 159) used to pass 

routine actions to staff agencies us re® 
narstynd;ert/Ve disgusting An ernhel 'shneni of 'nasty' us 2002 
nary adverb neither; no us rz® 

nash verb to leave, especially in a hurry. From Romany riash, masher 
(to run) uk ism 

nash adjective weak, sickly, coddled < \yman islands, mss 
Nasho; nasho noun 1 service, a 

11 1 1 ii| 'll 1 n il lary service 1951-72 Australia, 1962. 2the 
National Service Often used in the NashflS dr Nashoes 

AUSTRALIA, 1962 

nasodrain noun hile surfing, t! idden and i rlent expulsion of 
sea water through the nose us, rear 
nastiness noun poor quality drugs u<c 2000 

nasturtiums noun aspersions. A deliberate malapropism, usually as 
‘cast nasturtiums' uk im 

nasty noun 1 the vagina A usage that calls to mind Grose's defi¬ 
nition of C**T - 'a nasty name for a nasty thing' new Zealand, ms. 

2 the penis Australia, 1971. 3 a violently pornographic or horrific 
film. Often combined as video-nasty but the content appears to 
be outlasting the technology uk 1982. 4 an authority or agency that 
enforces citizei 1 band radi ulation ► do the nasty 

to have sex. A squeamish euphemism applied in a jocular manner 
•ip 1977. ► the nasty heroin uk im 
nasty adjective i excellent, us 1940. 2 sexy, attractive, appealing; 

sluttish. A reversal of the conventional sense us, 199s 
nasty-assed adjective cruel us.iM' 
nasty boat noun 1 rat boat ieveloped f< the coastal anti¬ 
invasion mission of the Roy; I Norwegian Navy. The 'nasty' is a 
technical teim adopted to the vernacular us. mi 
nasty days noun a woman's menstrua period Bahamas, res2 
nastygram noui nwanted e-mail us, mi 

nasty-nasty noun sex us, 1993 
nasty neat adjective cleaner than cleamus ms 
nasty piece of work noun an objectionable person uk mi 
nasty up »erft&g£j$3| spoil Barbados, re® 

Nat; nat noun in p itu nationalist ca revs t>see: NAT 

KING COLE 

natalienoun 1 11 1 I I .I. Ga tng 11 led on the name 

Natalie, possibly as a play on Natal, and originating among Cape 
e0\OU>t(m $0UTEt AFRICA, 2000 

natch noun ► on the natch Irug addiction 

'Without medication to ease the pain us 1969 
natch; nach adverb naturally us, 194$ 
natenouni nothing us 1993. 2 an Alaskan native us, mss 
nates noun the buttocks us m3 

national noun ► on tour with the national being moved from 
prison to prison via the national inter-prison transport system. A 
pun appreciated I 1 1 1 f the National Theatre uk im ►the 
national the national Inter-pr 1 transpor tem uk 1996 
national debt noun a bet Rhyming slang uk rear 
National Front noun in 11 rle mi r despi ble person. Rhyming 
slang for cunt, formed on a»-p<Stot»l! organisation of the extreme 

national game noun the gambling game two-up Australia, 1930 
national handbag noun ui mi ipl nent benefit Hie local offices 
from which unemployi From handbag 

fcnCih)^), Recorded as a contemporary gay usage uk AfS ■ 

National Hunt noun /ming slang for 

'front' (see more front than selfridges), formed from the official 
.name given to horse racing over jumps uk 1992 





native | neck 
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native nouni a native American Indian us, 2000 2 to the employee of naval engagement noun exual 1 iler 11 - 1 ed originally, by 
a circus or carnival, a local patron us, mo naval officers; in speech it's a perfect pun Canada, raw 


native sport noun 1 in the iet 1 n 1 kin for and killing 
Viet Cong us, pp 

Nat King Cole; nat noun 1 ii 1 11 " 1 1 ml it a government 

office from which unemployment benefit is managed, Rhyming 
slang for the dole; formed on the name of US singer and 
musician) %t 'King' Cole, 1919-65. Often in the phrase lanihfs. 
Nat' uk, mu 2 a mole (on 1 1 le skin) Rtlyming slang uk 1992. 3 a 
begad roll. Rhyming slang uk m2 
nato adjective usei "i jescribing omeone ho is not sexually 
aggressive tm 

natter noun am ile conversation; ince I implaining talk. 

From northern English; dialect gnatter (to grumble in conversation) 

natter verb to engage in aimless conversation, to chat uk 1943 
natty noun 1 any natural Iigi 2 arer of dreadlocks, 

especially a Rastafarian Jamaica, me 
n atty adjective i 2 of hai r, m atted, 

uncombed, in a condition to be formed into dreadlocks Jamaica, 


Natty Bo noun National Bohemian IM beer us, 1990 
natural noun 1 aeople, 

featuring longer unprocessed, unparted hail us m 9 . 2 in craps, a 
winning roll of seven on the first toss us. m2. 3 Seven-Up™ soda. 

An allusion to the game of craps, where a seven is a 'natural' us. 
1967. 4 In pool, a shot that cannot be missed or a game that 
cannot be lost us i 10 5 a conventiona (as opposed to 
countercultural) person. Used by beatniks, and then ft|jpies; gener- 
g'Sy In the plural uk m2 

natural punk noun in prison, a man who had been homosexual 
outside prisQfiieg rax? 

nature noun the penis; sexual arousal us 2002 
nature boy noun a boy in need of a haircut!S|,ja^ 
nature calls used for announcing, and for excusing yourself for, a 
needed visit'S^ie toijgSfhe conditiidhtSf needing to relieve 
yourself uk raw 

nature's scythe noun the penis uk, 2003 

Naughton and Gold noun a cold. Rhyming slang, formed from a 
comedy double act that was part of Hie Crazy Gang, Charlie 
Naughton, 1887-19761,arid Jimmy QsjfSxl886-196?MtAsf 
naughty noun 1 an act of sexi il nte ou e \ua 1959 2aphysi- 
cal injury; hence, a disservice uk raw 
naughty verb to have sex Australia, mi 

naughty adjective 1 rrupl 1 nrenl. Ar 1 h 1 ense, used by 
Shakespeare to describe the crimina ly wicked, re-emerged in the 
C20 uk 2000. 2 of antique furniture, being passed off as something 
better of b#ft§h4Jian iffifp^ pn 

naughty Nazi salute noun the fully erect penis. A paftlfej with the, 
arm raised stiffly from the body at a similar angle uk 2003 
nause; nauze noun m in 1 - m i Jiff ill an unpleasant 
person or thing, 'Nausea' abbreviated and adapted uk wz? '" 
nause; nause up • mm nause i i i i i i i m 

unpleasant thing) uk. 1973 

nausea noun trouble, a fuss. In military useuK 1959 
Naussie noun 1 11- -1 11 1 especi illy a recent migrant from 

’Europe A blend of'new' and aussie Australia, ras 

nautch noun 

American Dialect Society member Douglas G. Wilson has 
suggested that the term is a «§dly anglicised version of the FJtMS ‘ 
word far fe dance: es, 

Nauticsnoun ► the Nautics the Royal Navy. Used, originally, by 
■'thb. Royal Air Force; shortened from 'nautical' uk. 1951 
nav noun a navigator. In Royal Navy and Royal Air Force use us me 

Nava-Joe noun ; 


navy brat noun lire child of a career member of the navy us, 

Navy cake noun us. raw 


nay-nays noun a woman's breasts us, m7 
nay-no no, said with kindness. I rom the film Pootie Tang us, 2003 
Nazi noun a tm it it it the precedin loun Not coined but 
rendered wildly popular on the 'Soup Nazi' episode of Jerry 
Seinfeld's television comedy that first aired on 2nd November 
1995 us, 1984 
Nazi adjective 

Nazi crank noun 1 e uk 2004 

Nazi go-cart; Nazi go-kart noun a Volkswagen car. Citizens’ band 
radio slang remembering that Volkswagen were German 
manufacturers B<68Ji»and during;World War 2 agijw 
NBG adjective of no use An abbreviation of ‘no bloody good' uk 1903 
NDG adjective n<3 Confined good CANADA. 1997 
near and far noun i a bar in a public house. Dated rhyming slang 
that remains a familiar term because of its neabtaersal with far 

and NEAR (beer) uk . .. 2 a car. Rhyming slang uk, mi 

near-beer noun i In- I 1 r< lu< ith i very low alcohol content, 
legal during ftjoWjipon There is some dispute about who-said the 
cleverest thirfg. ever said about 'near bear’ - 'T%jguy who called 
that near beer is a bad j'udge Of tjisfanqp'is $09 
near the bone adjective barely within contemporary moral standards 
of taste uk mi 

near the knuckle adjective I rel 1 I 11 nt nporary standards of 
decency uk 1909 

neat adjective 1 pleasing, very good. Found as early as 1808, rejected 
late in tfte-C19, and then returned to; favour in the 1930s. Still 
heard; inescapably hokey. Considered as art Americanism in the 
UK but used by teenagers without irony us, me. 2 (used of an 
alcoholfc ,d.Hnk) served without ifeteiof- water uk im 
neat as a pin adjective very neat uk 17sit' 
neato adjective good us, im 
neatojet adjective excellent ufpttf 

neb noun 1 the nose uk Scotland, ms. 2 an act of prying uk. 

Scotland, 1983. 3 an inquisitive person uk Scotland, ms 
neb verb to pry. From neb (a nosey person or an instance of prying) 
UK SCOTLAND 19BS 

nebbie; neb noun Nembutal™, a branded central nervous system 
depressant c® s ts@ 

nebbish; nebish; nebbech noun a hapless individual; an 
insignificant nobody. I rom Yiddish nebech (too bad!, alas!) thus 
Yiddish nebech (the poof thing); the many variant spellings - not 
alhef which are listed;l©i| - result from the difficulty of 

pronunciation UK 1892 

nebby adjective inquisitive, jptyngus, m2 
Nebraska sign noun 1 1 1 I flat read in hi an 

electrocardiogram An allusion to the endless flat prairies of 
Nebraska us, 1994 

Nebruary morning adverb never Barbados, ms 
nebular adjective excellent us, 199s 

necessaries noun ► the necessaries the male genitals uk 1962 
necessary noun 1 money, funds uk rs9z. 2 a latrine us, 1991 
neck noun 1 the throat uk ww. 2 a drink. From ihe verb sense uk 
2002. 3 a while prisoner. A shortened 'redneck' us. 1976. 4 in horse 
racing, a distance of lesa tfian half a horse-length us, mi. 

5 impudence, effrontery, self-confidence. I rom Northumberland 
dialect uk 1 m. ► get it down your neck; get that down your 
necktoswalk 1 aholic drink, 

a light-hearted imperative uk m. ► get it in the neck; catch 
it in the neck; take it in the neck to be severely punished or 
reprimanded us urn. ► get under your neck to usurp someone 






453 


neck | Nep; Nepalese 


else's pw§§ativewsn* 0 s m. ► neck like a jockey's bollocks 

used descriptively of a scrawny neck and analogously for personal 
Qualities of toughness and insensitivity; said of someone who is 
not afraid to take advantage of a situation for their own gain 
JjSfbMP, 1992. ► up to the neck; up to your neck deeply us, 1998 
neck verb 1 to kiss in a lingering fashion uk m 5. 2 to swallow uk ism . 

3 to drink Australia, 1998. 4 in prison, to swallow a package of drugs 
with the intention of retrieval after excretion uk, 1996. 5 to commit 
SUicide AUSTRALIA, 1995 

necking noun l hr ret f kissing n ing and iddlingux ivs 
necklace verb to set fire to a car tyre that has been doused in petrol 
and placed around a victim’s neck. An innocent sounding term: fop 
a horrid practice, usually practised black-on-black in the waning 
days of the white supremacist government in South Africa south 

AFRICA, 1986 

necklace; necklace of fire noun a tyre doused or tilled with petrol, 
placed around- a victrnf s r*ct or shoulders, and set alight south 

necklacer noun an executioner who, in the name of some informal 
justice, kills by-means, of the necklace, south,Africa 198/ 
necklacing noun an act, or the action, of killing by means of the 
necklace south Africa, m 6 
neck oil noun hoi, e leciall >eeruK i860 
necktie party noun hanging > iall in < 1 i-judicial lynching 
US, 1882 

necro noun a necrophile##,®? 

nectar noun ilcc hoi. Formerl indard English, now slumming In 
slang with an archaic tone us. 1966 
nectar adjective excellent us, i989 

ned noun 1 ttland, 1977. 2 a 

member of a Scottish subcultural urban adolescent grouping 
defined by behaviour and a fondness for sportswear and 
jewellery uk 2004 

Ned noun the personification of malnutrition Barbados, m5 
neddy noun a horse MJSfmM *58? 

nederhash noun iii 1 ill irieti I.produced in the 

Nethertands. A compound cfflutch Wederfand(Netherlands) and 

HASH NETHERLANDS. 2003 

Ned Kelly nouni il iii ision. Rhymin dang for telly; 
based on Austra ian bushrar ger Ned Kelly (1854—80). Current in 
UK prisons in 2002 uk 19 - 2 the belly Rhyming slang Australia, 

1945. 3 a thief From Edward 'Ned' Kelly, Australian bushranger and 
folk hero (1855-80), famed for wearing selfimade armour during 
his final show ► game as Ned 

Kelly extreme s 

needies noun gypsies. English gypsy use uk 2000 
needle noun 1 a feeling of resentment or irritation. Originally tailors' 
slang uk, 1873 2 a vehicle e I 1 leter - m ► do the needle 
to inject drugs e [ e II her 11 ► get the needle (at, 

with or to) 1 becom ngr 11 tempered (towards a stated 
someone or something) uk 1374. ► on the needle using or 
addicted to drugs injected intyawwOusiy us, rsm 
needle vert 1 li rotate to annoy, to pr - 7 2 in the illegal 

production of alcohol, to simulate ageing by in$#ting.,sn electric 
needle into the keg us, im 

needle and pin noun a twin. Rhyming slang. The plural Is 'needles 

needle and thread noun * 1859 

needle beer noun beer which has aeen fortified with another form 
of alcohol us,, mm 

needle candy noun any drug thatgtjjbe injected us, 1971 
needledick noun 1 a small, thin penis; a man so equipped us, 1970. 

2 a despicable man us, im 

needle-dicked adjective endowed with asmall penis uk ms 
needle freak noun an intravenous drug user us, 1967 


needleman noun 11.1 lence indie, an agent who inspires the 

victim with confidence in the scheme us, 19S8 
needle park noun 1 1 il h nl r publi u 1 here drug addicts 
gather and inject drugs. Brought into the idiom by the Panic in 
Needle Park (1966), referring to a traffic island at 74th and 
Broadway on Manhattan's Upper WestSide, where heroin addicts 
congregated us. ism 

Needle Park n/rtnume Shern 11 lare I 1 reet and Amsterdam 
Avenue and Broadway), New York, So named because it was a spot 
‘fMSuirsd by drug users us rm: 

need-one-take-one noun the small tray near a shop's cash till with 
pennies which customers may-use for making exart payments us. 

neeknoun a socially awkward or unfashionable person uk «s 
neff adjective bad -'i 1 ill ( ii ii| ill" - iriation of naff uk 2003 
negatory no. Coined in th a the US by truck 

drivers in the 1973$ os m 

neg driving noun 1 ustralia, m 9 

negotiable grass noun trterfjjyBK 1951 

negrogram noun gossip. An effort to euphemise the more popular 
NIGGERGRAM TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 2003 
negs noun in prison, child neglect w,im 

neighbor noun l he number on either side of the winning number 
on a roulette wheel us, mi 

neil noun an LSD capsu e. An allusion to Nei Young, whose music Is 
suitable for enjoyment by young LSD users Canada, 1993 
neither use nor ornament adjective applied to a useless person or 
■ rifling.Contemptuous. Not noted until 1-978, however '[Djidn't 
appear to m.e. to be either useful or ornamental!.]', recorded in 
1942, iiS||fs-aP-earlier use uk. 197s 
nekkid adjective naked. Jocular spalffitf ts rm 
nellie noun an ob 1 usl hom< ual man in ferninate homosex¬ 
ual man. Recorded at least as early as 1916, but notitify emerged 
Until the outing of gay cultutgiK mie 
nelly noun 1 cheap ine I irtening > earlier Jelly's death' (1935, 
Australian National Dictionary) Australia, mi. 2 the pelvic muscles 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO,, 2003- 

nelly! used, by effeminate homosexual men, as an exclamation of 
disgust or contempt Remembered, or otherwise dated, as 'mid- 
1950s’, by Beale uk im 

nellyarda verb to listen uk 2002 
nelly-assed adjective effeminate us, 19m 

Nelly Bligh; Nelly Bly noun 1 a meat pie. Rhyming slang, formed 
on the protagonist 01 a folk song Australia. 1950. 2 a fly Rhyming 
slang AUSTRALIA, 19® 

nelly, nellie adjective extremely, even outrageously, effeminate us m3 

Nelly's room noun ► up in Nelly's room behind the wallpaper 

the presumed location of something missing Ireland, 2003 
Nelson Eddy; nelson adjective ready. Rfipiing slang, based on |ft 
entertainer Nelson Eddy (190 -67) uk. 1992 
Nelson Mandela; nelson noun 11- 1 nl 1 he Belgian lager 
Stella Artois™. Rhyming slang, 'Mandela' for 'Stella'. Based on 
African statesman, Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela (b.19i3l 
emphasising lager drinkers grasp of world affairs uk 2002 
nelsons noun cash. Formed from nelson eddy (ready), thus readies 
(cash) uk mi 

Nelson's blood noun rum Australia, 1924 

nembie; nemby noun a bail 111 ite, especial I embutal™ us, 1950 
nemishnoun 1 1 iD | ii il 11 1 urn (trade name 

Nembutal™), a central nervous system depressant US 19® 
nemmienoun ; 1 | ii ibitral lium (trade nime 

Nembutal™), a central nervous- system depressant us, mm 


needle jockey 1 


■ doctor who administ 


Nep; Nepalese noun potent hashish from Nepal ui 




Nepalese blue; Nepalese; Royal Nepalese | neves; nevis 
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Nepalese blue; Nepalese; Royal Nepalese noun marijuana 
cuttiyatetf■iti Nepal uk i m 

Nepalese temple balls; Nepalese temple hash noun hashish 

from Nepal, originally prepared for religious use us, ras 9 

nephew noun elation to his 


neppy noun a person from northeast Philadelphia. A combination of 
'North East Phitly' us, 19% 

Nepsha and Kiah noun a random selection of people from the 
populace BARBADOS, 1365 

nerd; nurd noun 1 1 .-1 or icking in ocial ill fashion sense or 
both us. mi 

nerdbomber noun a pest. A catchy term from the television 
Vtcgffintn&Fult House us, 1990 

nerd box noun a study cubicle IS 1997 

nerdistan noun a dormitory community foi information-and-com- 
munication-technology workers. A play on nerd (a dull social 
stereotype) u$ esc 

nerdly noun a socially inept outcast us, ms 

nerdvana noun 1 1 1 mpi enthusiast who surf the 

Internet every night Canada, 199 5 

nerf verb in motor racing, to bump a competitor during a race us. 


nerf bar noun 11 imper us, 1953 

nerk; nurknoun ontemptibl >er 1 Pi 1 compounds nerd 
and jerk (a fool) or berk (a fool). A floral tribute in the shape of 
the ward 'nurk' featured in the comedy-doourientarylrft Beyond 
The Box, BBC 2,3rd May 2004 UK, jm 
nerve noun effrontery, audacity uk m 3 
nerves noun ► get on your nerves to affect morbidly uk 1937 
Nervo and Knox noun 1 tele 1 1 ml- 1 n hyming slang for 
box, formedflprthfi; names of a comedy double act, members. off 
the Crazy Gang, jftily Nervo, 1890-1975, and Teddy Knox, 
1896-1974; ik, 1971 . 2 syphi Id, a sexually transmitted infection 
Rhyming slartg fbr pox, sometimes abbreviated to ‘n6m r OK 1977. 

3 socks. Rhyming slang UK mi 
nervous adjective excellent, well done us, 192s 
Nervous Air nickname mi ice Air Mi- 'ml n military 
administrative term for the rough and ready travel using militatf' 
transport ©maos, iws 

nervous Nellie noun an excessively nervous person us, 
nervous wreck noun a cheque Rhyming slang uk. 199s 
nervy adjective nervous us, tm 

Nessie nickname the Loch Ness monster. I his familiar name for a 
shadow on which part of the Scottish economy exists developed 
|^)t long afterihe newspapers announced, on 2nd May 1933, that 
a giant marine creature had been seen in LochfrJgss It is 
interesting to note that Nessie reappears in the papers about tSt: 
SaptfBme each year uk. 2001 

nest noun 1 a bed us, mo. 2 a hairdo. High school student usage us. 


nest egg noun money saved for the future UK, 1700 
nester noun son gang 

Nuestra FamiJia A corrupted pronunciation of‘Nuestra 1 us, 1990 
Nestle's Quick noun a non-commissioned officer recently arrived in 
Vietnam after graduation from-training school. Tbe-shoct time it 
took to earn their rank bothered enlisted men, who struck back 
with thisf&taon to Nestle Quik™ (later Nesquik™), a powdered 
pfiilk flavouring u$ wi' 

net noun 1 ten, in betting, odds of 10 - 1 . Back slang uk mi. 2 the 
Internets ms 


net and ex noun 11 betting dd 0 16-1 A combination of net 
|tSn}'»d a slurring of 'six', adding up to sfjftden W, mi 
net and rouf noun in betting, odds of 14 - 1 . A combination of net 
ften)and rouf (fourj,,adding up to fourteen uk mt. 
nethead noun in 1 1 in 11 uri 1 1 he aateful Dead, a 

follower of the band Who is part Of the fateful Dead cyber 
eommunityus, 1994 

netiquette noun h p 1. impli tor pi icit, observed by 

members of an Internet discussion group us, 1995 
netlagnoun an inordinate delay in an Internet relay chat. A pun on 
the standard jet lag' us 1995 

net police noun a participant in an Internet discussion group who 
on a self-appointed basis polices the discussion for protocol and 
etiquette viqlaWns.M mi 
neuron noun a neurologist us 1994 

neutral noun ► to put someone into neutral to castrate 

someone new Zealand, 2002 

Nevada lettuce noun 1 m I 11 11 1 dollar n te Nevada, formerly 
the only state in the US with legal gambling, is still the most 
popular gambling destination in the US and : -th.e.s 3 nly state with 
legal brothels us, 1962 

Nevada nickel noun 11 - 1 II gambling token us 1979 


never again noun E Inn ian TI r brander >ee Fh ming lang 
from the promise made the morning after the night before uk m2 
neverendum noun either of the two referenda on Quebec 
sovereignty or independence. The term is a sarcastic .allusion to 
j^e independentist government's having called two. votes on the 
■subject and vowing to keep ’calling them till' it, won Canada, 1999 
never fear - NAME is here a catchphrase announcement - 
usihg the speaker's name, BfWurse - of the speaker's reassuring 
presence; also used, by the speaker, as a general greeting; or, 
ironically (and, occasionally, disdainfully) of-a third party uk ms 
never happen! 1 e< for expr ng iprem I ubt trinidadand 
Tcmiso, 1996 

never in a pig's ear never FI. Ii 1 never in a year'us 


nevermind noun ► makes no nevermind makesmb.ctiffelSflce us, 


never mind! 1 Semi 

exclamatory imperative uk 1959. 2 used as a humorous admission 
of misunderstanding. A key signature line of the early years of 
NBC’s Saturday Night Live, uttered by the Emlty Litella character 
■payed by Gilda Radner who would end rabts,.about ‘Soviet Jewelry' 
or the deaf penalty' with 'nevermind'. Repeated with 

referential humour us. 1977 

never-never nouni ,11 - 1 rrcha - uggi ti n that you will never, 
never pay off your debts, with an ironic reference to J.M. Barrie 
( 1860 — 1937 j's idealised home for 'Pester Pan, 'Never Never Land', 
first realised in 1904 uk 1954. 2 the remote regions of interior 
Australia Ortgtn unknown 5 ometim.es upper case Australia, m3 
never-never country noun the remote regions of interior Australia 

MBiKAUA, 1889 

never-never land noun 1 an imaginai ideal rid From J M. 
Barrie's Peter Pan novels uk 1 a 2 the hire purchase method of 
l^nfrit by instalments uk 2005 

never pitch a bitch humorous 

rule of thumb meaning 'never.tw-fo. do a sales job difcwoman' 

never smarten a sucker up used by gambling cheats and confi¬ 
dence swindlers so .1 prime rule ol the trade us, mo 
never this year not a chance uk 2000 

never-was noun nt has eluded 


net and bice noun in betting, odds of 12 - 1 . A combination of net neves; nevis noun 1 n belling, odds ol i - I uy 2 1 he rurnhei 
(ten) and bice (two) adds up to twelve UK mi seven. Back slang uk mi. 3 a prison sentence of seven years. 
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neves and a half | 


- pecifii ip'li' i n of the number seven. Sometimes extended new kid noun i i i er derl i skater ho h not yet >een 
to 'rrevis stretch' uk ma accepted ^pettier skaters us, 1999 


neves and a half noun In l n I 1 Ian neves is 7-1 here the 
addition of 'a half increases thebdds to 7J4-1or 15-2. In 
bookmaker slang neves is 7-1, here the addition of 'a half 
increases the oddtjJS .71/2-lor 15-2 ok mi 
neves to rouf noun in 1 1 II - I - mbination of neves 
(seven) and rouf (four) when, if used alone, each word signifies 
more than the number itself Pronounced 'nevfe to foaf uk mi 
Neville noun a stupid r ann ing per in 1 pe ei lacking in social 
* Sills, fashion sense or both Australia, ms 
new noun a lager-style beer brewed by the bottom-fermentation 
method. As opposed to old Australia,, #55 
new! used for commenting humorously on a new purchase os, 1963 
new addition noun crack cocaine uk 2003 
newbnounane 1 er 1 he Int mel 1 ne mer to an Internet 
discussion group or multi-player game A shOftefrirtg of 'newbie' 

newbie noun 1 a new user of the Internet; a new arrival to an 
Internet discusSioW ghpryjS. The general sense 'newcomer' used 
condescendingly os, ms. 2a newcomer Originally military us m> 
new boy noun used of a man or a corporate entity, a new arrival to 
an existing community. I rom school usage, applied less accurately 
tf military, business and other closed-circles uk m3 
New Brunswick credit card noun a rubber siphoning hose for 
stealing petrol. An anatogikis term is the Texas Oklahoma credit 
card. People from better-off adjacent states or provinces seem 
convinced tl3g|.tMsff poorer neighbours are thieves Canada, m2 
newbugnoun a ii“ 1 ' ' 1 ml riginall from Marlborough 

School and only of a boy, now widespread uk ij0 
newby verb to fail to perform at a critical moment US, 2002 
Newcastled acpecr/Ve filled with Newcastle Brown Ale™; drunk (pro¬ 
bably as a result of drinking Newcastle Brown Ale). Newcastle 
Brown Aie was first brewed (in Newcastle) in 1927 uk;jok: 
new chum noun 1 1 tewly arri d immigrant m Britain who has 
little knowledge of local life and customs. Originally applied to 
newly incarcerated prisoners (1812 Vaux), it was applied to 
migrants as early as 1828 (Australian National Dictionary): the 
opposihg tdrm was 'old chfe&but this did not Survive into the 

C20 AUSTRALIA, 191 I. 2,1 novice AUSTRALIA, 1851 
New Delhi noun ill II H ii bn i ii I po ibly on a sly 
reference to Indian food uk m2 
Newf noun a Newfoundlander Canada, 1958 
Newfie noun any person from Newfoundland us, 1942 
Newfie banana noun the root of the cinnamon fern Canada, 1988 
Newfie Bullet noun a train that traversed the interior of 
Newfoundland, ms 

Newfiejohn noun the city of St John's, Newfoundland Canada 1945 
new girl noun a new arrival to an exist'rig community. BrOdl school 
use, applied to a female adult joining military, business or other 
closed group uk 2003 

New Guinea crud noun any skin rash suffered in tropical and jungle 
leHvirohmeptS'uS, 1946 

new guy noun 11il irrive iier to combat. Often embellished 
tQ, FUCKING NEW GUY USj$MA * ’’ 

New Hampshire screwdriver noun a hammer. Maine usage, 
looking down oh the workmanship of carpenter$.,from the south 

ms 

newie noun <924 

Newington Butts; newingtons noun the stomae%.:jbdOmen, guts; 
in a figurative sense the essentia qua ities of ,1 person. Rhyming 
slarig for guts. Newington is an area of south. ^»on UK m> 
new jack noun a newcomei (e >e ially one III-I, 1 1 be a success) us, 

new jack swing noun heroin and morphine in concert uk ms 


new kid on the block adjective in bar dice games, a player just 
joining an ongoing game us, 1971 

Newky brown; Newky noun 11 m ti -H" As widely used 
as the beer is appreciated uk 1 984 

new-man-rule noun an unwritten n. e among some units of the US 
Army in Vietnam that a newly arrived soldier would be placed at 
gSge font of the unit as pointman us 1990 
new meat noun 1 a new student at a school US. m2. 2 an Inexperi¬ 
enced prison inmate us, ms. 3 an inexperienced soldier freshly 
arrived at-the front os, mi 

new nip noun a small boy, or a new boy at a school uk 1947 
new one applied 1 1 previou 11 01 I joke < anecdote, or to 

something seen, or heard of for the first timfe Generally phrased 
'thsTOfUTfS a new one on' followed by a pronoun or person's. 

new pussy noun a woman unknown to gang members us 1966 
news bunny noun a female television reporter or anchor hired for 
her cute looks as, wm 

new school adjective (used of rap music) current, modern. The 
functfanal reciprocal of old skool us 2001 
news hawk noun a newspaper report# us, 1931 
new-sick noun a new influenza virus Barbados, ms 
newspaper noun a thirty-day jail septet#;pis 1 92s 
newspapers noun LSD uk 2003 

newsstand noun a dealer in pornographic literature and magazines 

newsy adjective i full i infor nat n, e >e i ill, "I trivial or personal 
matters uk isi ?. 2 nosy; too interested in gossip us, 1970 
newszine noun a fan magazine that does not contain any fiction, 
just news us, tare 

newted adjective drunk, ffiffi pissed as a newt uk raw 


Newton and Ridley adjective mildly drunk. Rhyming slang for 
tiddly, formed from the name ol the fictitious brewery that 
supplies the drinking requirements of the characters in the iofijis 
runningftsMvw&n soap opera Cortinittipn Street uk ms 
Newton Heath noui ter, 

formed on the name of an industrial 1 suburb of the city uk ws? 
new toy noun iduced piece 

of equipment; a new recruit UK 1999 


New Year noun ► not know if it's New Year or New York 

applied t<J anyone who is failing to think clearly (for whatever 
reason) m scqtlm®„ tm 
New Yorker noun a variety of MDMA, t 
known as ecstasy. A play on apple (a variety of MDMA) and the 
APPLE (New York) UK 1996 

New York kiss noun a punch to Hie face us, 1999 

New York minute noun 1 er hi 11 I ime. A nod to the 
inTpagince associated with New Yorkers us, 194s 


New York reload noun n act of 

drawing a second gun. Derives from a legal loophole: New York 
■police used not to be allowed the use of a speed loafer .byt-a 
second, concealed gun was apparently permissible:u$ 2002 
New York Slime nickname Hi- ii newspaper us, 1987 

newzak noun trivial news, or broadcast news that exists in the 
baef^round but is ignored uk 2003 

New Zealand green noun a stra'n of naojuana, known elsewhere 
as Tasmanian tiger, Ilia' Buddha and Hawaiian head new Zealand, 

New Zealand mafia noun a notional organic,abon of New Zealand 
professionals in London new zeaiAho, 1986 


next noun during the -1 n 11 Idier 1 e rotation home 
was due in only a few days us, mi 
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next adjective within afew days of returning to the LJS after a tour of 
(July m Vietnam us. w 

nextish noun d le t le i ue i ingle-interest in magazine us, m2 
nexus noun a mild 

hallucinogen us. 1995 

NF nickname the Nuestra Familia prison gang us, 2000 
NF verb as an acl of racial hatred, to set fire to a property that 
houses members of an ethnic minority. Derives from the initials: 
of the National Front, a politically right-wing organisation founded 
on muddled philosophies of racial intolerance and violent 
intervention uk 2005 

NFG adjective used as shorthand to mean 'no fucking good' us, 1977 
NFN doctors'shorthand r the f 1 u liagnosis: normal for 
Norfolk. Recorded in an article about medical sjShg in British (3 
1 Cambridge) hospitals uk wm 

NG adjective no good US, 1879 

NHI adjective used for describing a crime against a criminal, 
especially one mvolvmg@nly black people. An abbreviation of'no 
humans /nvpived'- (JSH973 

Niagara Falls; niagaras noun the testid@Sn*R%imi«g slang uk. 1943 
nibble noun a non-commital expression of interest From the image 
Of a fish trying a teait <3^ aa 

nibby noun a walking tic! » iall one used in rounding up sheep 

NEW ZEAt$jilC>j 1964 

nibs noun ► his nibs; her nibs hnsel l ieirelf; a self-important 
person Usually styled as a mock-title uk, 1821 
nice and easy noun her|]f|$s, 1994 
nice as pie adjective - 1922 

nice bit noun a prison sentence of three years or more uk 1996 
nice enough noun a homosexual male, Ktfyrtfwg slang for puff uk 

nice kitty noun a Chf'lstmas bonus us, 1954 
nice little earner noun a well-paid job or profitable scheme, almost 
always criminal to some degree. An elaboration of earner, made 
popular by actor George Cole as small-tim4:erOok and wheeler- 
dealer Arthur Daley in Minder, jsss 

nicely irrigated with horizontal lubricant adjective drunk. Some 
'flSaple, when drinking, use too many words uk, 2002 
nice-nice adjective very attractive uk 1994 
nice one 11 eil in 1 ngra rlatr -1- expre praise for an 


nice one Cyril; nice one noun a squirrel. Rhyming slang uk 1992 
nice one, Cyril >-1 1 1 ■- | 11 piaisr - ery popular 

catchphrase of the mid- 970s ll originated in a television 
commercial and was taken iuprljh the early 70s as a football chant 
by Tottenham Flotspur FC's supporters in celebration pf Cyril 
Knowles, one of the club's Ming players uk. 1984 
nice talk no™ a line of conversation intended to seduce. Urban 
black youth usage uk wa$: 

nice up verb to n 1 I e >met ring n re r< eptable or presentable, to 
improve, to refine uk 2004 

nice weather for ducks wet weather Known in variant forms 
since 1840 UK 1973 

nicey nice adjective Extremel nice, even e e 1 ely nice A 
diminutive, childish formation usually used with some degree of 
irony ox, 1859 

nick nouni a pi 1 1 1 e tion. In either 1 e it is where one 

Is taken after getting 'nicked' (arrested); the former dates from 
1882, the latter 1957 ok n-. 2 condition or quality, especially in 
phrases 'in good hick’., 'in poor nick', etc. Originally dialect ok 1905. 
3 in horse racing, ,1 mating that results in the sought-after qualities 
Australia, 1989 . 4 five dollars' worth of marijuana A shortened form 
of 'nickel' as in nickel bag us, 200. s in craps, a winning roll of 
seven on the first toss us; 1962. 6 a nickname us, 1 995. ► in the 


nick naked new Zealand, 199s. ► on the nick engaged In thieving 


nick verb i to ar 2 son, to place on 

report uk 2001. 3 to steal on . , 4 to win .1 gamble, possibly by 
taking an unfair advantage or cheating. A variation of earlier 
obsolete senses, 'to cheat at cards', 'to defraud' uk ist e. 5 (of a 
person) to move quickly. Followed by an adverb. Perhaps a special¬ 
ised use of the sense 'to cheat' Australia 6 to throw dice 
Barbados, 1965. ► get nicked get lost. Euphemistic for 'get fucked' 
Australia, 1968. ► nick a living i i 1 n ich money to survive 
uk ms. ► nick the title i in a j rtin rtest and thereby to 
take the tie uk, 1998 

nick about with verb to go around in the company of or associate 
with, someone or some group of people uk Scotland, ms 
nick away verb to leave, to steal away new Zealand, 1998 
nicked adjective stolen. From the verb nick (to steal) uk 2001 
nickel noun 1 a 2 five dollars us. 

1946. 3 in American casinos, a five-dol ar betting chip tvs, rasa 4 five 
hundred dollars us. 1974. s a mediocre object or situation us, 1977 
nickel adjective inferior 

nickel and dime verb to wear down in small increments us, mi 

nickel-and-dime adjective s small scale us. 


nickel and dime; nickel noun 1 time $fc^rfrir4g. slang us 1 2 in 

pool, a table that is five feet by ten feet us, 1993 
nickel-and-dime pimp noun a srrf|i(fiin^ip%|)t« 1972 
nickel bag noun five dollars' worth of a drug os, 1966 
nickel-dime-quarter noun | ker jilaye 1I1 1 mall bets us, 1968 

nickel game noun a game of craps in which the true and correct 
odds are paid us, 1950 

nickel gouger noun he operal r ol < honest carnival game us, 
nickel note noun a five-dollar us. rm 

nickelonian noun 1 1 line addi Apia n nickelodlan', 

afterttje nickel bag that the addict hungers for us, 1998 
nickel-pincher noun 1 1 1 ite. A variation n the much more 

common 'penny-pincher' us. 1949 
nickels noun in craps, a roll of two lives us, m3 
nickels and dimes noun in hold 'em poker, a five and ten as the 
’flfet two cards dealt to a player us, mi 

nickel seats noun inexpensive seats at an event, usually far from the 


nickel's worth noun a five-minute nver it n n a citizens'band 
radio. Five minutes was once the longest conversation allowed at 
OnetfeetS ^76 


nick'em and stick'em 11-1 if he prr e i< 1.1 approach of a 
ipfisahofficer «tho is interested only in the discipline and confJn# 
merit of .prisoners uk 19% 

nicker noun 1 one pound sterling (£1); pounds uk 1910. 2 pounds 
■AUSTRALIA 1665 


nicker bit noun a one-pound coin From nicker (£1) uk 1992 
nicker bits noun the shits, formed 

from nicker bit (a £1 -coin) uk 1992 
nick joint noun nil' 1 t gambling operation us, ms 
nick-nacker noun an infrequent drug user us, 1984 
nick nick used it itchir r arrestin rthe 1 a of being caught. 
Reduplication of nick (to arrest); directly from the catchphrase 
popularised In the later 1970s by .comedian' Jr,rip Davidson (b.1953) 


nick off verb 1 to depart, to leave Australia. 1901. 2 to play truant. 

Teen slang uk 1 >82 3 to take or idea something Australia, 1968 
Nicky Butt noun a testicle. Rhyming slang for nut(s), formed from a 
Manchester United footballer (b.1975) UK ms 
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nic-nac party noun i par i bride-to-be At the party, the gifts 
for the bride focus on her future home Australia, rass 
niddy-noddy noun i tick about a foot i ith end-pieces, used 
for wrapping yarn r anada, me 

niebla noun phen In the r i h ra iru known as PCP or 

angel dust Spanish fbr 'cloud' us, im 
nieve noun cocaine. Spanish for 'snow' us, 1993 
niff noun an unpleasant smell Possibly derives from 'sniff uk 1903 
niff vert to smell unpleasantly. From the noun sense uk 1927 
niffy adjective mel 1 1 u e lialect uk. 1937 

nifty noun the sum of fifty pounds stei ing (£50) Not really rhyming 
slang, merely a convenient rhyme uk, 1999 
nifty adjective smart 1 h na le ine plendid Id-fashioned and 
affected; probably a corrupted 'magnificent' us, w>$ 
nifty fifty noun an act of masturbation. A rhymed approximation of 
the number of n emeu reqtfre en in the phrase 'give it. 
the nifty fifty 'm m* 
nifty-keen adjective excellent us, is® 
nignouni a blacl pc on. A lortened form 0 nigger, no less 
offensive us tm. 2 an Australian Aborigina Racially offensive; now 
not very common Australia, im. 3 a new soldier, either a recruit or 
one just out of recruit training uk, 1980 


nigger in the woodpile noun anything that spoils the perfection of 
a finished article. Originally used without any sense that offence 
may bemttMftow tabootyt 

niggeritis noun I wo tobago, 2001 

nigger-knockers noun heavy work boots US 1964 
niggerlip verb to moisten ihe end of a cigarette with saliva us ra 40 
nigger local noun 1 1 1 11 1 1 freight train that makes 

frequent local .sipjs-that involve heavy work for the crew us, 1916 
nigger-lover noun a white pe 1 I mixe th n admires black 
people, a white person who be ieves that all men are created 
equal. Originally white usage, it was intended to be offensive ^id- 
disparaging US, 1856 

nigger-loving adjective ll 1 I ribing a hite person who does 
not share the speaker s patho ogica hatred of black people us »?i 
nigger navel noun a type of daisy us, mi 
nigger pennies noun an illegal lottery game us. 1977 

nigger pool noun an illegal 

nigger rich adjective maintainin 1 ird sign I wealth us 1930 

nigger-rig vert to improvise in a shoddy way us ms 

nigger's lip noun 1 n to hip. F.. slang uk, 1980 

niggers' man noun a white person who is less prejudiced than most 
BAHAMAS; 1905 


Nigel Benn noun ij Rhymin u rme from the name of a 
tdfeafflpion boxer (b.1964) uk . 1998 
Nigerian noun in homosexual usage, any black man us 1987 
Nigerian lager noun ml. From the deep 

black colour of the beer uk . 1977 

Nigerian scam spam noun a swindle that uses e-mail to solicit 
potential victims to help an African correspondent transfer 
millions of dollars into an American bank account us,Me 
nigga noun nting 

nigger fbr exclusive black use; widely used in gangsta rap us rasa 
nigger noun 1 1 blacl er 1 ten u II hite speakers, highly 
offensive; used by black speakers, especially the young, with 
increasing frequency uk, 1574 2 an Australian Aboriginal. Racially 
offensive Australia, ms. 3 a Maori new Zealand, rass. 4 a friend. The 
word having been reclaimed by the black population, usage in the 
racially-mixed community of St Mjl, Bristol, resulted, in 2003, in 
white youths emulating black peers and calling their friei’Sfcjpf 
any skin-colour,'nigger ui • s in the television and film 
industries, a screen on a stand used to achieve lighting effects uk 
i960. ► another push and you’d have been a nigger used 
insultingly as a slur on the morals of the subject's mother, 
implying thatrlfe-rwould have sex with anyone pf'any race uk, 1961 
niggerati noun it gh pr< ile g u[ ng 0 u< ful members of 
black society. A blai k coinage, combining nigger (a black person) 
and -erati (a|c§& which suggests the fashionable) uk 2000 
nigger babies noun dirt specks, especially in the creases of the neck 

nigger bait noun r us, i960 

nigger bankroll noun a single lar ienomination bill wrapped 
around small-denomination notes, giving the impression of a great 
deal of money us, nw 

nigger bet noun an uncommon amount wagered us 19 at 
nigger flicker noon a small knife; a razor blade used as a weapon 


niggergram noun 

nigger-hater noun ah overt racist us, im 

niggerhead noun 1 2 an eight- 

gallon milk can Canada 1992. 3a tuft of grass us iss9. 4 in 
Itfcteting, a’wjnch head us, lots 
niggerhead keister noun a steel safe shaped like a ball us mo 
nigger heaven noun 1 a mple, perf 1 I i[ >i less us, tog 2 the 
highest, least expensive seats in a theatre us, im 


Niggerstan noun any country with a black population. Racist uk 1994 
nigger stick noon r reinfi i baton u II rlice on suspected 
criminals,, criminals and prisoners us, 
nigger sticker noun a long; sharp knife us. 19m 
nigger ten noun a cross near where a person has died Barbados, ms 
nigger toe noun a Brazil nut us W6 
nigger toes noun black ojjygS us, im 

niggertown noun 1 large population of black 

p e@j$SkvS. 1904 

nigger up vert t'' 111 ken 11 purel decorative inexpensive, flashy 
modifications to a car us, m2 

niggerville noun a section of a city or town populated by black 
people Offensive us issr 
niggle noun a complaint UK 1886 

niggle vert 1 to do something in a finicky, fussy or time-wasting 
manner. Originally, certainly from about 1640, in conventional use; 
-rtOw, according to the Oxford English Dictionary, chiefly colloquial 
uk 1893. 2 to irritate, to cause a s ight but persistent annoyance 
Generally considered to be a conventional use; included here for 
■ft$ derivatives which arecertainlyin this dictionary’s domain uk 
1796. 3 to have sex us, m 2 . 4 in horse racing, to urge a horse with 
fiandsand rein us as 

niggled adjective made so by 

disappointment or the pettiness of others. From Cumberland 
dialect uk. >678 

niggliness noun irritability; a state of being short-tempered uk 1982 
niggling adjective petty, persistently irritating us, ms4 

niggly adjective i I ng concerns; 

irritable us i84o. 2 annoying, irritating us, mo 
night noun ► it'll be all right on the night; it will all come 
right on the night ii > i in hi a u i urancethat 
everything will be fine Originally theatrical, expressing the belief 
that all Will-be-wellfor the first night. It'll Be Alright on the Night a 
television-programme celebrating the things that go wrong (despite 
its reassuring title) has been broadcast since 1977 uk, 1899. 

► make a night of | n I il n lit in pur uit of (dissolute) 

pleasures, ms, m 

night; 'night good night Elliptical reduction of the customary good 
wishes at parting or sleep uk , 1912 
night and day noun a play. Rhyming slang uk i960 

night and day adjective grey. slang uk 1992 

night bull noun t shift US, 1967 
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nightcap noun i the final alcoholic drink of the night uk ws. 2a 
marijuana cigarette, especially the last one of the day. No doubt 
for the relaxanl properties of the drugu/c cm. 3 in horse racing, 
oce of the day us, ran 

nightclub tan noun a psfe'Opjfjplekioft UK, im 
night cocky noun in prison, a night patrolman uk 2000 
night compass noun hamber [ 1 yman islands, ms 
nightery; niterie noun a ftightclub us. 1934 
night eye noun an 1 tegi tr gro th on the 1 ie of a horse's legs, 
useful as a means of identification us. ms 
night for night noun in television and "fyparfhSklng a scene set at 
night that Is also shot at night US, ms 
nighthawk noun 1 person hoi ictive late at night uk ms. 2 a 
nix' driver who works I, te at night us. is6s 
night house noun an illegal lottery operating at night us, 1957 
nightie; nighty noun a nightgown UK razf 

nightingale noun a police informer f rom the sing metaphor os, m,s 

night manoeuvres noun a social date us, m2 

nightmare noun ipleasant person uk 

night nurse noun ne middle of the night by 

an addict whose body Is awakened by the craving for nicotine in 
.ilfe night us, rm 


nimrod noun a fool, a stupid person, a bungler Jonathan Lighter 
writes that ‘currency of the term owes much to its appearance in 
a 1940s Warner Bros, cartoon in which Bugs Bunny refers to the 
hphtef Elmer Fudd as "poor tittle Nimrod"’. It is hot clear that 
watchers of the cartoon understood the C18 sense of the ward; as 
'a great; taiter', but the term has stuck us, vm 
NINA ifish need apply us, mx 

Nina; Nina from Carolina; Nina from Pasadena noun in craps, a 
roll of nine or the nine point us. 1 939 

nincompoop noun ft ish per 1.pie n inACIassical 

Dictionary of the Lofty;/ Tongue, 3rd edition, 1796, Francis Grose 
defines 'nincumpoop' as 'a foolish fellow' and 'one wftSfnever saw 
his wife's ****', which adds a little bite to its use uk, nn 
nineball noun a socially inept person us 199 ? 
ninebar noun nine ounces ofcanhafeis uk 19% 
nine-day blues noun the incubation period for gonorrhea us. mi 
nine-nickel noun ninetysffv^.us, ms 

nine of hearts noun a racehorse that is 1 lot likely to win us 1951 
ninepennyworth noun a prison term of nine months us, 1957 
niner noun 1 an erecl penis that is nine inches long uk 1997. 2 a nine 
rpl torn keg of bee r Australia, w 
nines noun ► to the nines to an impressive degree us, 1793 
nine-strand splicer noun in oil dr'lling, a big and strong man us. 


night rider noun 1 1 person 1 11 I ill ide of life at night 

us, mi. 2 in horse racing, someone who mke; a horse out for a 
night workout in tffgpope of lessening its;'performance in a race 
the nest lay us. rm 

nights belong to Charlie used as a rule of thumb by US soldiers 
in Vietnam, acknowledging the ascendancy of the Viet Cong 
-{luring the dark us, 1990 

night train noun suicide OS', im 

night work noun al night, urination or defecation other than in a 
toilet TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1959 

nighty-night; night-night; nigh'-nigh'good night. Originally 
children's vocabulary but now widely used and not always 
ironicaKyrt/s, r®6 

nig in verb to sneak in without paying uk 2003 
nig-nog noun 1 ly virtue of 

the rhyme with wog, this racist and derogatory term is a 
compound of nigger (a black person) and wog (any foreigner); it ts 
not always considered abusive by the speaker, .in Love Thy 
Neighbour, a UK television comedy which ran to seven series, 

1972 -76, the White-skinned characters routinely called their black- 
neighbours sambo(s) and 'nig-nogs' uk 1959. 2a fool; a novice. 
Military use, possibly from obsolete slang 'nigmenog' (a fool), {Stab* 
■Uly informed by racist sentiments UK 1959 
nigra noun marijuana UK 2003 

-nik suffix a supporter or follower of the precedent activity or prin- 

Nike air jerusalem noun Nike An Jordans™, a branded sport shoe. 

A weak pun replacing Jordan with Jerusalem, current in UK prisons 
August lap UK 2002 

Nike down verb to dress in nothing but Nike M clothing and shoes 

, 6 s rm 

Niki Lauda; Niki noun cocaine. Rhyming slang, Lauda (pronounced 
'louder') for powder, based on the name of raciftgjdriver Nikolaus 
Andreas Lauda <b.1949) uk ms 

niks noun nothir can English uk i860 

nimby noun 1 used as an a nym 1 t/n 1 I ird ) 
description of the philosophy o : those who support an idea In 
principle but do not want to be personally inconvenienced by it. 
The acronym followed the phrase by only a year us, rasa 2 a 
capsule of pentobarbital sodium (trade name Nembutal™), a 
■central nervous system depressant usytm 


nineteen noun 1 amph 

shortening of the conventional phrase 'nineteen to the dozen' 

(very fast) as a play on speed (amphetamine) uk 2003. 2 MDMA, the 
recreational drug best known as ecstasy uk. .uk. 3 nothing at all. 
.'Upm the game of cribbage (a hand with no points) us, 1975 
nineteen canteen noun 1 Ion lime a \frica 194 

nineteen-eighty cell noun a secure nnson cel used for prisoners at 
risk to themselves or others I rom Hie official paperwork, a '1980 
.firm' which must he completed each Bme before a cell 
rrtay be occupied uk 1996 

nineteenth hole noun a golf course bar where golfers retire after a 

round of golf us ism- 

nine-to-five noun the usual working day; the rut of daily existence. 
Based on an average working day, nine in the morning to fives 
the afternoon, put applied to regular .employment whatever the 
uttburs worked, and especially to routine drudgery us, m 
nine-trey noun ninety-three uy 1993 

ninety noun 1 lunted on an M-48 Patton 

battle tank (A mi. 2 the M-67 90-mm recoilless rifle (A mu 
ninety days noun in dice games, a roll of nine la; 1909 
ninety-day-wonder noun a recent graduate of the US Army's Officer 
Candidate School us, 1917 

ninety-in-ninety noun in t elve-ste; 1 11 rammes such as 

Alcoholics Anonymous, used as s prescription for starting recovery 
- ninety' meetings in ninetydays us, ms 
ninety-ninernoun 1 In 1 li n inada | lirif In ing inti 

mountain (Alberta and British Columbia) roads for the first time 

CANADA, 1989 

ninety-six noun reciprocal anal sex us, 1949 

ninety-weight noun 1 any strong alcohol us. 1975. 2 strong, 90-proof 
whisky us, raijS 

ning nongnoun 1 1 I 1 1 1 li 1 I I 1 I iriant of British dialect 
ning-nang, recorded since the 1830s (English Dialect Dictionary) 

AUSTRALIA, 1957 

ninny noun i a fool, a dolt uk 1593. 2 ihe vagina or vulva Bahamas, m2 
nip noun 1 a nipple i nil 1 n in I ie nickname given to 

the character Elaine Benes (played by Julia Louis-Dreyfus) on 
Seinfeld ifilc, 1990-98) after a snapshot that she took for a 
Christmas card showed a breast 1 ipple us. ms. 2 a small drink us 
use. 3 in Winnipeg, a hamburger ca/vada 1 987 . 4 a manoeuvre, 
especially while driving Bermuda, ms 
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Nip | nob 


Nip noun i a Japanese or Japan Ameri i i n hortened 
from 'Niponese', Deemed offensive bjM&ilticultdil Management 
Program Fellows, Dictionary of Cautionary Words and Phrases, 
1989 us, m2. 2 a Honda car Citizens' band radio slang for the 
product Of a Japanese manufacturer; gifljaSfSj: use of a generally 


nip verb i (of a person) to move quickly r n< 1825. 2 to grab uk ism. 

3 to open a locked dooi using ,1 spec ial pair of pliers that can 
grasp the key 1 ► nip it to 

stop doing somethihg us. m3 
Nip adjective Japanese Australia, im 
nip and tuck noun cosmetic Surgefy US, mi 
nip and tuck adjective in a contest, neck and reck, or alternately 
'vfpjing the lead 

nip factor noun the degree of coldness US, 1997 
nip it in the bud! used for humorously suggesting the emerging 
presence of a problem A signature line of deputy Barney Fife, 
played by Don Knotts, on the situation comedy Andy Griffith Show 
(CBS. 1960-68). Repeated with 'referential humour us, ms 
nipper noun 1 a bat 1 'in I il I 2 a young lad employed 

to do menial tasks for a group of labourers Australia, 1915. 3a 
sandfly Bahamas, m2, a in targe 1 shooting, a shot that just nicks a 
ring, scoring as if it had fallen within 'he ring us, 1957. 5 a railway 
brakeman us, 1977 

nippers noun 1 2 eeth us, ms. 

3 thickly knit gloves with no fingers Canada ms. 4 any cutting tool 
us. 1950. s a special pair of pliers that can grasp the key from the 
other side of the door us 1962 
nippie noun the ri\ 0 §iiK, 1997 

nipple gripple; nipple cripple noun a violent gripping and twisting 

assau i on someone s (usual y a ma e s) nipples uk, 2003 
nipple palm noun a Nipa palm, found in swampy and marshy land 
in South Vidharth us, 1984 

nipplitis noun (used of a woman) erect nipples us 1997 
Nippon Clipon noun the Auckland Harbor Bridge Through Japanese 
technology, the bridge was c xparided from two to four lanes new 

ZEALAND, 1976 

nippy adjective i speedy uk ws 3. 2 chilly. Almost always applied to the 
weather us ms 

nips adjective afraid anxious. Pr ill n nip straws south Africa, 


nip slip noun a ph rapt - in t least i part of a woman's 
nipple. The premise is that the reveal is accidental; major usage of 
the terhfji.£sl Internet photograph sites us 2004 

nip straws verb I n 1 ..isoraf rid From the 

clenching of the jaw; generally as 'nipping straws' south Africa, 1970 
Nirvana Scotia noun Nova Scotia Canada, 2002 
nishi noun the vagina. 1998 

nishte; nish; nishta noun nothing. From German mchts (nothing), 
via Yiddish usage. 'Nishta’ is recorded as a contemporary gay 
usage uk 1958 

nishtoise; nishtoisale nounftiphg. A variation of nishte uk, 2002 
nit noun a simpleton, a moron, a fool. Widespread UK term of abuse 
since about 1950 Australia, mi. ► keep nit to act as lookout 
while an illegal activity takes place Australia, 1903 
nit! run for it! Used to notify wrongdoers of the approach of auth¬ 
ority. SfpjjaJjiy a variant of nix Australia, m2 
nite noun night.. Generally in a commercial or advertising context us, 

nit-keeper noun a lookout for an illegal activity Australia, 193s 
nit nit! be quiet!; used as a warning that someone is listening. In 

nitro noun a streetlight bulb us, i9so 
nitro adject/ve volatile. Derived from the unstable nature of 
mtroglycefift.uSj. lift 


nitrous noun the gas nitrous oxide used as a recreational drug 

AUSTRALIA, 1994 

nits and buggers noun in poker, a hand with a pair of threes and a 

nits and lice noun 0 low-valued pairs us, m7 

nitto! stop!; be quiet!; used as a general cry of warning. A variation 

nitty adjective idiotic From nit (a fool) p ib influenced by nutty 
(Crazy) UK i%7 

nitty-clitty noun 1 cut (the clitoris) 

and nitty-gritty (the e ence I 1 he matter) us, 1975 
nitty-gritty noun the essence of the matter. Coined by black people, 
then spread into wide use In the early 2000s, the belief that the 
term originally applied to the debris left at the bottom of slave 
■Sips when the slaves were removed from the ship circulated with 
speed, certainty and outrage. Whether the initial report was an 
intentional hoax or merely basis-free speculation, it is a false 
. etymology Atil-authorities agree that the etymology is unknown yet 
some ill-informed pQliti'cally correct types consider the word to 
have racist overtones us. t 9 S 6 
nitwit noun a simpleton, a moron, a fool US, 1914 
nix; nicks noun I German nchts 

via Dutch (dsttocfuial Afrikaans has niks) uk. im 
nix verb to reject, to deny us, i 9 m 

nixer noun worl und ta n mil 1 nal il usually without an 
employer's knowledge Ireland, 1994 
nixie noun an used by railway 

rrsjl etecte'us r mo 

nixies noun a female 1 idergarmer ith a cut-out crotch permitting 
vaginal sex while otherwise clothed us :»» 

Nixon's revenge noun band radio 

slang; a reference to 1 JS President Richard Nixon us ms 
nizzel; niz2le noun 1 I rien A hip-hop, urt rn black coinage, 
formed as a rhyming reduplicsbstvpf shizzle (sure, yes) us 2m 
nkalafaker noun a person who is not so much to be admired as 
was originally thought; a confidence trickster Teen slang south 

AFRICA, 2003 

nkalakatha noun a trustworthy person. Current teen slang south 


N.O. no. Spelt for emphasis, usually humorous us, 1973 
no-access tool noun a Imhi e u brusi irried by telephone 
installers and repair technicians, irftpr any reason the installer or 
repair technician would rather not make a;jS»(ticular service cflc, 
they sneak up-la the door and leave a 'sorry-we-missed-you' tag. 

In jest, a fellow worker might accuse him t>Sqsirtg,a light cleaning 
'*lpu$h to faintly tap on the rfaerta 
noah noun a shark Rhyming slang from 'Noah's ark’ us. m3 
Noah's ark noun 1 11 rruer F ni Im I 1 nark rn 
informer); used in England since the first decade of the C20, 
'Noah's ark' is spoonerised into 'oah's nark', which infers the 
deeply contemptuous 'whore's nark' uk. uk. 2 a person who 
accompanies a customer but deters him or 'her from making a 
purchase. Rhyming slang for nark (an awkward customer) uk 1979. 

3 a spoilsport Rhyming slang for nark Australia, ms. 4 a park. 
Rhyming slang uk 1971 

Noah's ark adjective dark. Rhyming slang uk 1934 
Noah's nobles noun f American Red 

Etegst teteari war usage; Noah, is suggested by the Red Cross 
initials (ARC) US m 

no ass adverb extremely. Placed after the verb Guyana, ms 
no ass! used for expressing the serious nature of what is being said 
Andtqbago, is 74 

nob nouni <,1703. 2 a 

completely reliable and dependable person Australia, 1989. 3 the 
penis. A variation of knob uk mi. 4 [he head Probably from knob; 
since about 1690 but now feels dated and tired uk mo 
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nobrertto colled money from an audience after a performance or 
other attraction. Possibly from passing the hat round, a nob (a 
head) mais'usually being put in a hat uk, im 
nobber noun a per i h< riled money for a street entertainer 

nobber; nobba adjective i 

nove, via parleyaree and lingua franca ut w$ 
nobbins noun mon collected from i ludi nee, especially money 
thrown into a boxingjing. From nob (to collect money from an 

nobble verb i feat a rival. 

2 

with, a jury or jury member UK iS56. 3 in horse racing, to drug a 
horse to impair its performance ok w. 4 lo appropriate 
dishonestly, to steal uk. iss4 

nobbier noun i a person who drugs racehorses or racing dogs to 
affect their racing performance us. m . 2 a small glass of spirits 
AtlStmiti 1842 

Nobby Hall noun a testicle. Rhyming slang for ball(s), formed 
the name of the eponymous hero of an old and bawdy song: 

'They call him Nobby Hall, iNsS&by Hall / They call him Nobby Hall, 
'Coe hg'sonly gtft one,...finger / They call him 1 Nobby Hall, Nobby 

fftatr UK. 1992 

Nobby Stiles; nobbys noun I i u < il < n H i ming slang for 
'piles', formed from footballer Norbert 'Nobby' Stiles (b.1942) who 
was a member of the, England team that won the World Cup in 
1966«.«)2 

nob end noun the part of town where lire money lives arc im 
no biggie don't worry about it us. m 2 

no bitch! I don’t have to sit in the middle of the back seat of the 
car! Quickly shouted after someone else reserves the front 
passenger seat by shouting ‘shotgun!’ US, im 
noble noun an influential, respeded prisoner os, 1976 
noble weed noun marijuana us, 1920 
nobody noun ► like nobody’s business lo an extraordinary 
extent, veryfruachUK ra» 

nobody's home I An abbrevi- 

1 'Jltion of LIGHTS ON BUT THERE'S NOBODY HOME US, 2001 
no brag, just fact ise: ir hi u ron riling mention to having 
bragged. Cavalry scout Wil Sonnett, played by Walter Brennan, 
used this line to instill fear on the television Western The (kinsof 
iVill Sonnett {ABC, 1967- 69), Repeated with referential hwmouriS: 


nobs noun shOSp/S, 1968 

No Cal noun northern California us, 1991 
no can do, Madame Nhu used as a humorous if emphatic 
Suggestion that something;.pannot be done. Madame Nhu was the 
sister-in-law of South Vietnamese President m 

no chance! 11 e I ru emphat le tive ften cornful uk raw 
no chance outside noun a non-commissioned officer of the US 
Army. From the initials NdS'ahda healthy distrust of military 
authority us. ism 

nochy noun night Polari, from Italian 1 1 tnish nocheuKms 

no comment! used as a jocular catchphrase. In imitation of poli- 
tiptate everywhere uk 1977 

no comprende I dt n 1 m ierstand. Partial 1 rnish used by 
English speakers without regard to theii 1 uency in Spanish, and 
witfir.multiple variations raflscftng their lack of fluency us im 
nod noun 1 a drug-inducei tatf 1 -in-" unconsciousness. From 
'nod' (a sleep) us, 1936. 2 a new recruit to the Royal Marines. A 
variant of 'Noddy', which supposedly derives from a standard,Issue; 
Woollen hat that when worn. :by fgcruits loSfes' like Noddy (a 
children's characters hat uk 1 3 the head An abbreviation of 


noddle (the head) uk 2000. 4 in horse racing, a very small margin 
;pf victory or lead us. 1971. ► nod is as good as a wink; nod is 
as good as a wink to a blind horse; nod's as good as a 
wink to a blind bat hensible hint. 

The 'blind bat' variation was created in 1969 for the ground¬ 
breaking tejraSion comedy series Monty Python's Flying Circus 
and, like many of that programme's catchphrases, remains in 
circulation uk. mac. ► on the nod 1 lost in mental stupefaction 
brought on by heroin 01 other narcotics;.- : 2 wiili'r a 
committee, to be agreed without argument; to be nodded 
through. Conventiona ly, a nod is a sign of assent uk 1999. 3(ofa 
wager) agreed upon without money changing hands Australia, 1902. 
► the nod official approval, uk 2001 
nod verb to enter a near-coma state after drug use us 195 s 
nod betting noun el m 11 1- 11 straua mi 
nodder noun the head UK 19 % 
noddle noun the head Uk mb 
noddle verb tsaidt%i%:waste time uk xm 

noddy nouni in 1 filn 1 tele .in 1 I rief hotofthe 

interviewer listening 01 nodding In a. I, a 'noddy-shot' uk m2. 2a 
police motorcyclist A back-formation from noddy-bike uk i9so 
Noddy noun i u i I-I i -h e manufactured by the Robin 
Nodwell Manufacturing Company w tarctica, 197s 
noddy adjective in - I l i ii ii-i | i mu iitaal, useless but 
illustrative of a poinl us, 1991. 2 foolish. I rom Essex dialect uk 1971 
noddy-bike; noddy noun 1 p" e mo 1 , e. Originally of a light 
motorcycle used by police before the introduction of the panda 
car. Generally presumed to come from Noddy, the character 
created by Enid Blyton <1897—1968), in turn named after 'a 
.Simpleton', but that would better describe the driver than the 
vehicle and Noddy drove a car; moifedilsiSfta be derived from 
obsolete Irish noddy fa, ane-hotseacdfiveyance) with just a hint of 
ilriii$'Bfyts&n uk 1964 

noddy boat noun 1 nal-using [ 11 I it (not i conventional 

narrow boat). Derisory uk 1972 

noddy shop noun nature of the work 

carried on therein: so basic that il can be understood by children 
so young that they are still reading Noddy, the character created 
toy Enid Blyton (1897-1968) UK 19% 
noddy suit noun 1 suit lit ti I 1 1 1 rn against nuclear, 
biological or chemical threat uk 1972 
no dice! 1 originally and literally, in a dice game a roll of the dice 
that does not count because of a rule violation us, mo. 2 positively 

nod off verttOfofi<a$fepiHjlK 1845 

no doubt! used 1 1 irmu 1 iression of igreement us ms 
nod out verb to fall asleep, especially as a result of recreational drug 

no duh! used for pi 11 ntiment tha I it was just said Is 
patently obvBtjs to even tfte dasuat observer us, i$2 
no end adverb immensely uK ts» 

no end of adjective a great number or quantity of Colloquial uk, 1023 

no fear! used as an expression of refusal uk rssz 

no flies on nothing at all wrong or amiss with someone Australia, 

NoFuck, Virginia nickname Norfolk, Virginia us, &s 
nog noun 1 a Viei 11 m i in [ 11 1 lier any Southeast 

Asian person. From nig -nog Australia 1969. 2 a short piece of wood 
inserted between wall 1 studs. A variant is hoggings' new Zealand. 

no gain without pain used to urge sacrifice. A catchphrase 
beloved by athletic coaches as inspiration for'SjlWin board 
reading us, 19m 

noggin noun the head 

noggy noun a Vietnamese or Korean person or soldier; hence, any 
Southeast Asian person Australia, 1954 
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go; no-go | no problem 



nointer noun 

•British j$2fect word, clipping sra 
For6, Oxford English pic 
to beat soundly', thus 'anointer' > 
-anointing/beating' Au&tfmm, 


noisemaker noun in trucking, a radioes, ©a' 
noisemaker adjective \ tree through 

bud -sounds. Professional wrestling usage os ms 
noiseniknoim a contemporary musician whose compositions 
appear fto ffisst auditors) to be formless noise. The suffix '-mk 


noise pollution noun in poker, excessive cl 
noises noun ► make the right noises tc 


noisy adjective 

no joke noun a serious matter; hence 


ling or someone that hastto chance, of 


nontrivial adjective extremely complex us, 1997 

noobnounm 11 I 1 lii beginner. Derive 1mm newbie or 

no object no obstacle, or, not an objection. In such phrases as 


noly noun 1 im| hii. 1 Pionoun I in iliyme with ' 

nomad noun 

of any specific chapter of the gang us. m2 
no make! hat ou are d ng! Hawaiian youth 
Shortened from 'no make like that' g&igs? 


ogie noun a blow id with a 

irotuberant knuckle A hazing of youth. A recurring skit on 
aturday Night Live in the 1970s vaulted the phrase 'Noogie Patr 
ito great popularity, with a nerdish Todd DiLaMuca (played by E 
/lurray) grabbing Lisai{signer (played by ©Ida RadheSfor a rash 










problemo | no shit, Dick Tracy! 
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suddenly vanished "from the vocabulary of America's young, 
replaced suddenly and completely with ‘no problem' us m 2 
no problemo no problem. A popular elaboration us, mi 
noras noun breasts Australia, pm 

nordle noun marijuana 

Norfolk 'n' Chance nickname used as a team name in light-hearted 
contests. A barely'euphemistic rendering of ‘no fucking chance'; 
especially popular among quiz teams. Recorded in 1983 as the 
winners of the University of Esse* Rugby 7's Plate uk m 3 
no risk! fo ure ih cert lir tralia iw 
nork noun the female breast '1 lie suggestion (originally In Baker, The 
Australian Language, 1966) that this derives from Marco, a popdif 
brand of butter which at one time had a picture-ofa cow with an 
udder on the packaging, is as far fetched as it sounds, and yet it is. 
the standard, folk etymology.ftff this term. Baker also records that 
'the-lbrm norg is reported from Melbourne' and this variant 
in occasional use Australia, m 2 

norm verb to beha e in n unremarkable r con entional manner. 
tVfiprn norm ;(an ordinary person)*, mi 

norm; normal noun dully conventional person 

Normandy Beach; normandy noun a speech; iftfiyming slang urc,. 

Norma Stockers noun large ft n tie breast An intentional, 
ibuimsrpus corruption of 'enormous knockers' Australia, isss 
normieroun Used in 

twelve-step recovery programmes such ® Alcoholics AnodgfeMS; 

, ' is tses 

Norris McWhirter noun liarrh i. Rhymin langfor 'squirted, 
bpsedprt-author Norris McWhirter (b,1925) ; C ki.2002 

north and south noun !hie 

North Ore nickname London's North Circular road uk, 1997 

North End Round noun bolQgnacM/tDA «z 
norther noun A Texas phrase to 

describe a Texas winter weather ctShdition us. rszz 
northern lights noun 1 in British Columbia, a local variety of 
marijuana Canada 200. 2,1 superior variety of hashish produced In 
Holland from nortt^erj lights marijuana pollen Netherlands, tom 
Norwegian steam noun I n us, 1944 

NORWICH writter n an envelope 1 it the foot of a lover's letter 
as lovers’ code for '(k)nickers off ready when / come dome’. Widely 
known, and well used by servicemen but, apparently, has not 
transferred to the coded vocabulary of texting VJfsecf by John' 
Winton in We Saw the Sea, 1960 uk 19 a 
nose noun 1 cocaine us i9so. 2 in horse racing, any very short 
distance that separates winner from loser us im. 3 an Informer uk, 
1789. 4 an inns usee: NOSEY ► get 

up your nose 1 lo annoy uk mi 2 lo irritate, lo anger us. im. 

► get your nose bent to be convicted of a traffic violation us, 

1%2 ► get your nose cold to use 

cocaine us n sc. ► have a nose for someone lo lie se 11 ill. 
attracted to someone us, cos. ► have your nose open to be 
strongly attracted lo us m. ► keep your nose to the 
grindstone; put your nose to the grindstone to be (or start) 
studying hard, working hard. I rom earlier senses denoting harsh 
treatment uk, isss. ► on the nose 1 2 

racing, a bet on a horse to finish first us. «o. 3 (used of a person's 
bet in an illegal numbers gambling lottery) invariahly ti® same us, 
1949. 4 at the start of a song us. m2. 5 smelly Australia, me. *(used 
of ocean water) polluted Australia 1991. 7 recreational time spent 
under the influence-of inhaled drugs. Compares with on the tiles 
(having a good time under the inf uence of alcohol) uk m6. 

► put someone's nose out of joint to annoy, to upset the 

plans of tc ► shove your 

nose in; stick your nose in lo interfere, lo interpose rudely uk. 


nose and chin noun a win, a winning bet uk i960 
nosebag noun 1 a lEffSsi box or paper bag with lunch inside uk 1873. 
2 a take-away restaurant, a chip si lop ; w, mi. 3 a plastic bag used 
for solvent abuse uk r«, 4 cocaine uk 1999. s in electric line work, 
a canvas tool pouch us, mo. ► put on the nosebag to have a 

ffidpl AUSTRALIA. 1992 

nosebleed noun 1 jpid, inept person. Teen si ing 1 
nosebleeder noun 1 hea user of fine I nasal inhalation. 

EftMa, physical side-effect experienced by users uk jjar ’ 
nosebleeds noun the highest, seats in an auditorium or a stadium. 

Because high:#iitbiti can cause nosebleeds us, ms 
nose-burner; nose-warmer noun the stft-ft butt of a'.marijuana 
cigarette us, 1973 

nose candy noun .. cl moth po lered drug that can 

be snorted us, ms 

nose drops noun liquefied heroin; liquefied methadone uk ;»* 

no-see-um noun that bites us m2 

nosefull noun hat is snorted us, 

nose garbage noun poctrquality cocaine (JS. 1993 
nose hose noun the tubing used for nastrogastic intubation us 199 4 
nose job noun cosmetic surgery to enhance the nose, ppUmiS 
conventional 'nose' with job (a medical procedure) us. i 960 
nose kiss noun a head butt uk 1999 
nose out verb to discover by searching uk mo 
nose packer noun a cocaine user us rass 

nose paint noun m tier I Irinl I mil effect (as mentioned 
by the Porter in Shakespeare's Macbeth ) on the colour of a serious 
drinker's nose uk isso 

nose-picking speed noun m extrem I pace US naval aviator 

nose powder; nose stuff noun.- 1 tn ther drug that has 

been powdered for inhalation us, 1936 
noser noun an informer i|§3l92 

nose-ride vert in surfing, to ride on the front of the board us 19?9 

nose-up noun / UK 2000 

nosey; nose; nose around noun an act of casual surveillance or 

Nosey O'Grady noun 1 1 1 1 y 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 illy female Canada, 


Nosey Parker; Nosy Parker noun a personification of 
inquisitiveness I rom nosey (inquisitive), first recorded in a 
captioned illustration in 1907. Various etymologies suggest links 
with peeping Toms and eavesdroppers at the Great Exhibition in 
Hyde Park, a link with Archbishop of Canterbury Matthew Parker 
(1504-75) or the characteristics of rabbits in parks. Whatever its 
true origins 'Nosey Parker' is the source of 'nosey-parkering' (bfafig- 
inquisitive); 'nosey-park' (to be inquisitive); 'nosey-parkerdom', 
'nosey-parkery', 'Nosey-Parkerism' (the condition of an inquisitve 
nature or a demonstration' of invasive inquisitiveness); 'nosey- 
parkerishness’ (a tendency towards inquisitive btfeviour) uk 19m 

nosh noun 1 food. I rom Yiddish, ultimately German nachen (to eat 
slyly), since early 1960s us, m 1 2 an act 0! oral sex on a man or 
perhaps, a woman, A punning adoption of JiB previous sense uk 

nosh verb 1 to eal, to nibble. I rom Yiddish us, 1947. 2 to perform oral 
sex. From the more fami iar sense 'to eat' uk ms. 3to kiss in a 
sustained ffehion us, 1994 


noshamelyou ict as if r I in ml m u! Hawaiian youth 

nosher noun an eater. I rom nosi-i (to eat) uk 1957 

no shit! used as emphasis that what has just been said is true us. 


nose 11D m no shit, Dick Tracy! 

of brown-nose us, 1968 just made an obvious statement A variant of the more common 
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shit, Sherlock! | not tonight, Josephine! 


allusion to Sherlock this based on the US cartoon 

detective us, mi 

no shit, Sherlock! oerson has 

just made an obvious statement. Sherlock Holmes extends no shiti 

no-show noun a non-appearance at an appointed time or place US. 


nosh up; nosh noun i me il i per I I iting meal time. After 
nosh (to eat) uk im 

no sir; nossir used for registering a strong refusal or denial us, is56 

no siree; no siree. Bob absolutely no us, im 
no soap used for signifying that the deal is off not a hope, you're 
wasting your time us 1926 

no sound, no picture noun ppear for an 

appointment Singapore, 2002 
no squash noun irreparable brain damage uS.nm 
nostril noun in horse racing, any very short distance between winner 
and loser that Estorter even than a nose us. mi 
no surrenders noun suspenders. Rhyming slang uk, 2003 
no sweat no problem, no need to worry. Therefore no sweat will be 
produced by fear or exerttoii ysytsij 
no-sweat pill noun a f ten inti-bacterial pill us, m6 
not! 1 1 >us cancellation of what has just been said in 

jest. Coined a hundred years before it was broadly popularised by 
Mike Myers in the 'Wayne's World' sketches on Saturday Night Livg, 

not a dry seat in the house used of a theatre audience that is 
helpless with laughtei or a male audience that is sexually aroused. 
A blensjrof the drama critic’s Cliche 'not a dry eye in the house', 
and piss yourself (to laugh uproariously) uk 1974 

not a hundred miles from adjective very close to uk. mi 

no-talent assclown noun From the film 

Office Space us. im. 

not all there adjective 

disadvantaged uk im 

not backward in coming forward not shy UK isx 

not bad adjective or with reser¬ 

vations) quite good uk 1909 

not bloody likely used 1 m nphati n tive rust used in print 
(and, presumably, polite society) n George Bernard Shaw's play, 
Pygmalion, 1914 uk r 9u 

notch verb to wound Vietnam war usage us. 1991 
notchback noun a car with a dent in its boot. A play on the conven¬ 
tional 'hatchback' us 1992 
notch up verb to achieve u/if igsr 

not cricket adjective unfair. From the rigid rules of the game, but 
now always in phrases 'its not cricket’, 'that’s not...', etc ok: tSa# 
note noun a one-pound note; the sum of £1. Became obsolete in 
Australia after the introduction of decimal! curffiftcy in 1966 tout iff 
, -1811. qsed in the UK Australia, im 

note from mother noun mu I permi n. U 111« il aviator usage 


no-tell motel noun a 1 ill th discreet nanagement favoured by 
prostitutes and codifies seekingrpriyacy i& 1974 
notes noun ► get good notes in Quebec, to get good marks or 
grades Canada, 2002 
not even no, not at all us, 19m 

not fucking likely 1 ed mem; 1 ne m ei/tnc 

not half adverb i I i i | i - i urn the verb to 

which it is attached. Usually as 'can't half, 'doesn't half, 'don't 
half, etc uk mi 

not half! used for registering assent, approval, agreement, etc uk, 1920 

not half bad adjective quite good iMjiigt 


not having any; not having any of adjective refusing to agree UK 


nothing noun 1 A reversal of 

sense on the model bad (good); used in hip-hop culture us, 2000. 

2 no more than (the height specified) Used to emphasise 
shortness Australia, 1971. ► have nothing on to be greatly inferior 
to something or someone us, m,. ► nothing shaking nothing 
happening us, 1975. ► nothing to write home about; nothing 
worth writing home about uniinli" I n bably military in 
origin uk 1914. ► thank you for nothing!; thanks for nothing! 
used in refusal or dismissal of help or advice: I owe you no thanks 
Pt that and scorn the offer uk mo. ► you aint seen nothing 
yet!; you ain’t heard nothing yet! no matter how impressive 
or extreme something may be there is better or worse yet to 
come. A catchphrase made famous by the singer At Jolson intffe. 
first 'talkie' film, The Jazi Singer, 1927 . Especially poptfllar with 
advertising copywriters us, 1919 
nothing adjective inconsequential us im 

nothing! when 1 nbined th a (partial) repetit 11 ot a statement 
just made, used in denia of that statement us, im 
nothing-ass bitch noun used as a stern term of contempt for a 
woman us, im 

nothing but a thing noun something that is not important us 1993 
nothing but the bacon! 1 ock answe hen greeted with 
'what's shakiht' bR.rssi 

nothing but the bottom of the cup; nothing but the bottom 

of the net used n ahum 1 u mmer n 1 job well done or a 
remark well made. Coined by E^M's Dan Patrick to describe a 
great shot in golf and basketball us 1997 
nothing doing! used as an expression of rejection or denial uk 1910 
nothing flat adverb very quickly is, 1947 

notice noun a cont 1 ml ijob,espe mil in illegal commission 


no tilt! used as a euphemism for 'no shit!' in expressing surprise or 

ifrwJiatWMis 1983 

no time flat adverb very quidKktS'jss^ 
not in my name; not in our name used worldwide by various 
humanitarian and anti-war protesters as a slogan of disavowal of 
prevailing attitudes. 'Netrip My Name' (NITM) was adopted, in 
November 2000, as the name of a Chicago-based Jewish peace 
groyp apposed to Israel's.occupation of Palestinian' Territories 

not likely! 

not many yes, a term of emphatic agreement uk ms 

not many benny a great deal, a lot; an intensifying agreement uk 

not much to look at adjective unattractive, a gfyUK mi 
not off adjective of a horse - or, more precisely, of a jockey - that is 
considered ftotrto be ti|iiflf to win a race uk 1991 
not on adjective not permissible uk 1934 

not on your life! used for registering emphatic refusal or denial us 

not on your nelly used 1 in I ut nial efusal or rejection. 
Rhyming slang, 'not on your Nel ie Dull for puff (breath, hence 
life), thus NOT ON YOUR LIFE! UK 1941 
no-top noun a cpnyeittible with its top downisgFjwBr 
not Pygmalion likely! nol very ikely! I ormed on the shocking-in- 
Its-day 'Not bloody ikely!' in George Bernard Shaw’s play 
Pygmalion, first been in London in 19T4 ,UK 1948 
no-trump noun a life prison sentence without chance of parole us. 


not the full quid adjective lacking Newim 
nottie noun an 1 in nil tive per n. A back-formation from hottie 
(an attractive person) us. 2002 

not tonight, Josephine! 1 h ta 11- i man to defer his 
sexual duties to a wife or lover; hence, applied to .tny 



noughties | nug 
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postponement Originally a quotation, apocryptofty attributed' to 
Napoleon dashing his mistress's hopes. In its current sexual 
context there is obviously a reliance on jocularity of delivery to 
deflect any serious subtext. ftfWliar from a musictiall poem: ’I’ll 
tell you in a phrase, my sweet, exactly what I mean: /... Not 
tonight; Josephine' (Colin Curzon, 'Not Tonight, Josephine')©*; 79® 
noughties noun the years 2000 through to 2009 uk 2001 
no VERB about it!; there is no VERB about it! by enclosing the- 
active verb fjtjfii’a preceding statement, an absolute negation of 
that verb uk m4 

novhere adjective man or Dutch 

accent us. 1955 

Novie boat noun a large, low cost lobster boat built in Nova Scotia 

; fj| iss8 

now adjective fashionable, in style, current us, 7955 
now adverb soon 11 im n 1 1 11 1 time. A stereotypical 

example of 'Wenglisb* (a blending of EngtStocand Welsh typical of 
the valleys of southeast Wales) uk: wales, kiss 

Now American Friends Take All noun the North American Free 
Trade Agreement Back-formation from the agreement's iftjfials 

CANADA. 2002 

now and thener noun cat is an uneven or 

inconsistent performer us. 1951 

no way! used for expressing disbelief at that which has just been 

no way, Jose used i humorou 1 empha l“inal The catchy 
reduplication makes this a favourite eat y in a young person's 
process of slang acquisition vs. mi 
now cut that out used as end a tease. A 

signature line of comedian Jack Benny, heard often (ft the Jack 
Benny Show, 195CM$. Repeated with referential humouroi; few 
no what advert certainly not. Adapted from Afrikaans nee wat south 


nowhere adjective 1 g, extremely naive, 

utterly at a loss us. mu. 2 badly defeated in a race; utterly 
unsuccessful, to be out of the running us. m3. 3 without money. 
Usually in the phra lin nowher \ > ► get nowhere 

fast to try hard to do something and yet be frustrated in your 
endeavour uk im. ► the middle of nowhere any place that Is 
remote, any place that is arfcfnfionvement distance away from 
urban 'civilisation' or your personal lifestyle requirements uk, 19m 
nowhereness noun the state of complete unawareness of current 
trend? or complete lack of groundingrri.reality ysms 
now it’s time to say good-bye used as a humorous farewell. A 
catchphrase television sign 11 1 / e Club (ABC, 

1955-59). Repeated with referential and reverential hunppur us, 


now-now adverb in the immediate past 'mmediately; very soon. 

Adopted from synonymous AAfeans ROlEf&goumAPRitik 194s 
now now u > cease uk, 1959 

no worries 1 dr all right 

Australia . 7969. 2 you're welcome us, 2001. 3 yes indeed; certainly 

AUSTRALIA, 1986 

nowt noun nothin- rthk rson. Dialed id from northern 
> ‘England for conventional 'naught'; made popular by the televison 
programme Coronation Street, and in cljchdd phraseScSoefi tjs 

now then! used as a mild rebuke, or a call for attention uk 1791 
nowty adjective moody, grum[ Manch 1 1 lialect into wider use 

UK 1999 

no wucking furries 1 1 11 1 iut that! An intentional 

Spoonerism of'no fucking worries, both euphemistic and jocular. 
Also, in the shortened wuckers' and 'no wucks' Australia 


now what? can you top what I just said? us, 2001 

now you're asking! estion uk 1959 


now you’re railroading! used on the railways as an all-purpose 
■fripressiorrof praise us. 1977 

now you tell me!; now he tells me! used when information that 
has just been supplied is given too late to be of use. A Hebraism 

nozzle noun the penis sis 1994 

NRC adjective (by 12 

'n stuff used either as a substitute for 'et cetera' or to complete a 
sentence that has tun out of steam us, mi 
NT noun in pornography, a scene showing nipple teasing (or torture) 

NTBH adjective mi available for - 1 I encou iter ugly Gay usage. 
The definition varies wcth-tte ipofftt'itf view; either way it-dgfivds 
ffdm 'not to be bad' UK 2002 

nub noun peOHtOtil, t}Kf20O2 

nubbies noun short, matted hair on its way to growing into 
4readbck.sJi/i'W«, 79® 

nubbin nouni Hie clitoris Making 'rubbin' the nubbin' female 
mSgwtetan us; 2 m 2 the penis us, 196 s 
nub bush noun 1 11 I 1 ill - hor 1- I lubian’ and a coarse 
bush . Vietnam war usage us, 7997 
nubian noun in 11-in ' exual 1 rge i black man us. 1987 
nuddy adjective nude, naked Australia, 1953 
nude adjective (used of a car) stftpt^^f chrome tS; 1 m 
nudge noun In the machine 

to affect the trajectory 01 the ball without activating the tilt mech¬ 
anism c&?s?9 

nudge vert 1 to nag 1 i mi >y. Yiddish rri 11 transliterations 
including 'nudzh', 'nudj' and 'noudge' us, c«o. 2 to drink (alcohol) 
heavily Australia, 1979. 3 in pool, to touch the cue ball with the cue 
stick accidentally while pf^paring to sbeot-us w 
nudge-nudge adjective gossipy, especially of gossip with a sexual 
inference. From nudge nudge - wink winki uk itm 
nudge nudge - wink wink! used as an indicator of lust or an 
inference a lewd sexual behavioui A catchphrase, originally 'nudge 
nudge - wink wink - say no more!’, written by Eric Idle for BBC 
television comedy Monty Python's Flying Circus ('Is your wife 
a...goer...eh? Know what I mean? Know what I mean? Nudge 
nudge, Nudge nudge. Know what I mean? Say f^'fhore...know 
what I mean?’), 1969 uk m 
nudger noun 1 the penis uk 2001. 2 a pickpocket uk w, 
nudge show noun a safe family comedy us, 1973 
nudie noun a performance r film 1 m 1 naked women but no 
sexual activity as ws 

nudie adjective featuring naked or near-naked women us. 19 a ; 
nudie book noun a men's magazine featuring pictures of naked 
women UK im 

nudie booth noun 1 iri te ncl ire affording privacy while a 
paying customer views a nude woman or nude seamen, usually 
through a glass ipartfriofftfS, 7 m 

nudie-cutie noun a genre of sex film popular in the 1960s, featuring 
‘■j’tjjSlicking, cute, nude women us, 1957 
nudnik; noodnik noun a pest, a fool us, 1925 
nuff adjective enough n ibbr 1 I ,1 ugh could not be spelt 
'nough' and understood, h^^this phonetic variation, UK school' 
dinner ladies ifi the 1960s accompanied their service with thefci 
question, slovened by repetition, 'nuff?'. SWjJfthe 1980s it has, 
been ysidely used in the black community us, im 
nuff respect used 1 1 tin ml 1 Imitation assent 

or approbation. Misspelling of 'enough respect'. West Indian and 
UK raapk usage uk 1994 

nuff said used as an assertion that nothing more needs to be said 
nug noun 1 a female us 799:. 2 marijuana Variant 'nugs' us, 1997 
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nugget | nut 


nugget noun i a fool, an idiot, especially 'I prone lo violent 
behaviour or mentally handicapped. Figurative use of 'nugget' (a 
lump) for 'the head' us 1990. 2 a new, inexperienced soldier or pilot 
us, rase. 3 an attractive girl us, ms. 4 a young enthusiast of heavy 
metal music us, ran. 5 an amphetamine tablet us 1994. 6 a piece of 
crack cocaine us, 1994. 7 a one-pound coin. Prison slang, current 
February #02 uk 2002 
nuggets noun the testicles us. m3 

nuggety; nuggetty adjective 1 (of a person) compact, strong and 
tough; stc - 2 1 turdy and 

Strong AUSTRALIA, 1893 

nugs noun 1 female breasts us 1994. 2 great waves for surfing us 1991 
nuisance noun ► the nuisance the bleed period of the menstrual 
cycle EufftdT’fefftss 1999 

nuisance grounds noun a rubbish dump Canada, 2002 
nuke verb 1 to a 2 lay waste, to 

ravage, to devastate, A metaphorical, if less dramatic, sense us ms. 
3 to heat in a microwave oven us, n.i. 4 in computing, to delete 

nuke; nook noun a nuclear weapon us isss 

nuke and pave verb to reformat the hard drive of a computer us 


nuke-and-puke noun a microwave frozen dinner us 1990 
nuke-knob noun a ||iFd”’or shaved head us, 1997 
number noun 1 a person, particularly someone attractive, originally 
ofa woman as. 1896. 2 a prostitute’s client (especially In a male 
homosexual context)( is. 1 3 a casical sex-partner us 1970. 4 sex 

involving more than two people ( is. 197 1. 5 a situation us raw. 6 a 
job, a position uk jsvs. 7 used as, vague catch-al susceptible ol 
several meanings, usua Iv related to sex or drugs us, 197s. 8 in 
prison, a sex offender; a convicted paedophile. Such prisoners are 
kept apart from thOMtiain bpcfysof the prison on rule number 43 
uk 199 6. 9 in craps, any roll except the shooter's [joint or a seven 
us, 195 0. 10 a marijuana cigarette as m3. 11 a song uk. iszs. ► do a 
number on 11 u notional pi 11 humiliate us, 1971. 2 to 

kill us n . ► have your number; get your number to ( 
understand you, to know your weaknesses, to tie in a position to 

{fibglSt yOU UK 1853 

number 3 noun 1 I letter of the 

alphabet us, 1953. 2 heroin uk 20m 

number 9 noun MDMA, the >wn as ecstasy 


number cruncher noun 1 

arithmetic operations uk. 1966 

number dummy; number grabber noun a tierkffra railway yard 

numbered off; on the numbers adjective in prison, used of sex 
offenders, convicted paedophi es, etc Such prisoners are kept 
apart from the main body of the prison on rale number 43 uk, <wm 
number four; number A noun heStftiu/c im 
number one noun 1 yourself your own interests uk nos. 2 urination. 
The plural variant 'numbei ones’ A a so used uk 1902. 3 a closely 
cropped haircut Originally military, from the most extreme setting 
on the Clippers; it is also possible to have a ‘number two’, etc uk 

number one; numba one adjective the very best. Although coined 
in the 1830s in a pure English sense, it took on a pidgin or mock 
pidgin. SHiE-in the C20; very pbpular : Jiff|ie Vietnam war us, raw 
numbers noun 1 an 1D 1 1 1 used on gu ng t number 

determined by chance each day us 11 897. 2 a lelephone number us 
2002 ► by the numbers ► do 

numbers tc urinat ill it v and tobago, 1990. ►take 
the numbers down I ■ lacing to di )i ilify a horse from a 
race and ann< i ► the numbers in 

prison, Rule 43, which allows a prisoner to be kept apart from the 
main prison community for 'safety of self or others'. Explained by 
former Cabinet Minister Jonathan Arden, describing his prison 


-©(perience 1999 -2000; Have I Got News tor kb u, 28th November, 
Am uk. m 

numbers banker noun the operator of an illegal numbers racket or 

lottery as; 

numbers drop noun a place where bets on an illegal lottery are 
turned, ia pr made us rasa- 

numbers game noun ' ' lumeri terms. The most 

common is, of course, 69, with other lesser known variants us i9« 
number ten; numba ten adjective the very worst. Southeast Asian 
pidgin, comWoftly used during the ''Vietnam waru/c 7953 
number ten thousand adjective irse I in the ^1 1 worst. Vietnam 
war usage us, rses 

number three noun sexual relief; I in n in nventional, non- 
•fpdjftftttdnal or unaccompanied). The next in a logieafsequence: 
number one (uriitatton); number two (defecation) uk 1 984 
number two adjective applied to illegal 01 irregular activity. ‘Number 
one’ is all things legal and above-board india, 2003 
number two; number twos noun defecation. Adult usage of 
. children's bathroom vocabulary'.®; tm 
number two man noun a skilled card cheat adept at dealing the 
second card instead of the top deck us bts 

Numbiesnoun FI 1 r-i II 111 ei 11 1 rette Gotland, tm 
numbnuts noun an idiotSt^'#® 

Numbonoun Number 6, a branded cigarette UK 2001 
numb out verb to feel or show the effects of crack cocaine UK 7996 
numbskull; numskull noun a dolt; a fool fM, ™ 
numerologist noun 1 persor 1 laim In - levised a winning 
system for an illegal numbers gambling lottery us 1949 
numero uno noun 1 the very best Spanish for 'number one' us i960. 
2 you rself us, 1 973 

nummy noun I 'numbskull' 


nummy adjective delicious. Probably after yummy (delicious) US, )989 
num-nums noun the female breasts us 1999 
numpty; numptie noun a fool vttss&bftANti; 1911 

nunce; nince noun 

nunga noun thpvpjtnis auotwlm, ism 

nunga-munchernoun 1 ['“ in h< >erf in oral sex on men 
AUSTRALIA, 1971 

nun’s cunt noun 11 I 1 r comparison foi mething that is cold, 
dry-or tight Canada i98S 

nun’s fart noun a treat made with leftover piecrust dough, 
.Cinnamon and sugar Canada, mz 
nunu; nuzni noun the vagina trinidad and tobago, 1994 
nunya noun used f 1 11 ingthat nethin 1 none of your 

business' us-ae? 
nurds noun th§.tt^tictes us mi 

Nuremburg trials; nuremburgs noun haemorrhoids. Rhyming 
slang far 'piles' uk im 

nurse verb in a card game, to nervously fondle and adjust your cards 

nursery nouni 1 ref.1 >r ju er ile ffendersus, mo. 2a 

gentle slope where beginning skiers practice us m3 
nursery race noun in horse racin 1 relativel hort distance race for 
itWQ-yeaftelcijls, im. 

nursery rhyme noun 1 I m prison h ning slang uk 2000 

nursery rhymes noun h 1 Rl ming rng ironically, perhaps, 
suggesting that some content ol the esteemed newspaper is ofa 
^Similar character»the mote newsworthy nursery rhymes uk ms 
nu-skool adjective rpplied i i in n n n m >ld theme uk 2003 
nut noun 1 2 n act of sexual 

intercourse; sex as an activity. Extending back from nut (an 
orgasm) (A uau 3.111 orgasm, especially 0! a male us 7968 . 4 semen 





| nympho 
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us, mi. 5 the female breast Usually in the plural uk 2002. 6the 
head, hence, brains, intelligence ut m 7 a crazy person, an 
eccentric, a crank. Probably by back-formation from nutty (crazy) 

US, ms. 8 an eni 1 9 10 n horse 

racing, aWoKe-picked by a racing newspaper to win a race us mi. 
11 In horse racing, the tax evied on bets by die track and the state 
us 1990. 12 a bankroll m. , < 1. 13 a rugby ball 0/ iv Zealand, 1998. 

► crack the nut in gamblin in mi in ne 1 meet 
the day's expenses us, 191,1. ► do your nut 1 to explode with 
anger uk, mo. 2 lo go mad, to feign madness ijk nr,9. ► make 
the nut to suffice us, no:,. ► nod the nut to plead guilty. 

Formed on nut (the head); from bending the head in unspoken 

► off your nut 1 in a state of 

drunkenness or drug intoxication Parallel to hie sense as 'mad'; 
possibly the original sense, a variation of Off your head uk im. 

2 in a slate of madness. A variation of off your head uk tsn. 

► on the nut 

► out of your nut drunk or drug- 
intoxicated. A variation of out of your head uk 1999 


nutrients noun food us, 1993 

nut role noun the act of feigning eccentricity or mild insanity us, m9 
nut-role; nut-roll verb to feign mental instability us, 7*7 
nut-runner noun in car repair, a pneumatic wrench us, 1993 
nuts noun 1 the testicles; the scrotum us, mb. 2 in poker, the best 
possible winning hand at a given moment us. 1977. 3 the advantage 
in a bet us, 1990. ► do your nuts over to become infatuated with 
someone Australia, nsr. ► get your nuts off to ejaculate us 1932. 
► have your nuts in the wringer to be trapped in a very weak 
position uk ms. ► the nuts II 1 > 1 ng, very 
impressive. Fi 1 1 n 1 11 mutt's nuts uk 2000. ► the 

nuts are running the fruitcake used Of any situation that is 
managed by those who ai;' incapable A neat variation, formed on 
nut (a mad person) and fruitcake (a mad person) of the lunatics 

ARE RUNNING THE ASYLUM UK 2001 

nuts adjective ent ig for; sexually 

infatuated uk ms 


nut verb i to head-butt an opponent's face. Derives from nut (the 
head) uk 1937. 2 3 to have sex us, 1971. 4 to 

fSFgasm, especially of a male us, 1999 
nut and gut adjective mental and physical uk 2002 
nutbag noun sstrain violent 

people yScfgsr 

nutbox noun agfStfita! hospital us, ms 
nutcake noun an eccentric or crazy person us, m7 

nut case noun ;s nut (a lunatic) 

with conventional medical use of 'case' Australia, 1944 

nut-chokers noun 1 

AUSTRALIA Wri ' 

nutcracker noun 1 a stern person; a strict disciplinarian, especially a 
woman who crushes a man's spirit us 1977. 2 a railway roundhouse 
mechanic us, 1977 

nutcrackers noun m e Rhymir hi 1 knackers; 

extending, and,(possibly deliberately, disguising, nuts (the testicles) 

nutcrusher noun a I 

Crushed nuts are a standard ingredient in many sweet recipes, 
hence this readymade'^at and variation of ballbreaker uk, 1999 
nutcut noun the critical point in an enterprise or operation us. 1972 
nut-cutting noun 1 Im 11 1 nil I 111 li 1 1 1 1 I me in a project 
or operation. An image from the West and cattle raising us 1968 
nut farm noun a hospital foi the mentally ill us, 1940 
nut flush noun in I i hand th II ird fthe acne suit and 

an ace as the high cat#® jsts- 

nut graf noun in journalism, the key paragraph in an article UK 200s 
nut hatch noun a mental institution im 
nuthouse noun a mental hospital pj-7986- 

nut hustle noun ind a confederate 

us'tm 

nut job noun ome 1 ho is mentall unstable us 1972 

nut man noun a male homosexual Australia, ms 

nut mob noun a _i uj iperating I — hell game in carnivals us. 


nut nectar noun semen us. 199s 

nut-nut nouni 11 | e 1 1 iplication I nut (a oazy 

person) uk 2000. 2 in high-low poker, a hand that is the best poss- 
ible.hahd either h®fv or low 0$ 1996 
nut off verb i i er i ii ii i i ii I hiatric hospital. 

*^ 6 Vifr|HjT (a crazy person) uk im 

nut OUt verb 1 h 2 to act 

mentally ill us. im 

nut player noun in | ker, a player who or pi i hand that is 
excellent as dealt I rom nuts (the best possible hand in a given 
sitdaSkm) us, ism 


nuts! i i in- cession of defiance. From the sense as 
testicles', thus balls' us,M 0. 
nut sack noun the scrotum us, mvi' 

nutso noun a cia; per n n eccentric From nuts' (crazy) us, 1975 

nutso adjective crazy us, 1979 

nut splitter; nut buster noun a railway 1903 

nuts to...! when combined with a name, a noun or a pronoun, 
used for expressing defiance of that person or thing. Used as a 
euphemism for 'balls to...!' uk 1984 
nutsy adjective eccentric, odd, crazy us, 1923 
nutted adjective drug-intoxicated uk 1997 

nutter noun a crazy person; a lunatic; an eccentric. Extended from 
nut (a lunatic) uk ms 
nutters adjective aoss/, wildly mad uk 1932 

nuttynounany onf 1 1 1 11 I er 1 ill 1 ill chocolate and 

sweets. (Riapl Navy slang uk i9S7 

nutty adjective 1 crazy, eccentric us, 1892. 2 excellent. A variation on 
'crazy' us. im. 

nutty as a fruitcake adjective insane, crazy. An elaboration of nutty 

nutty putty noun I formally known 

as Seal-A-Conn, used for covering connectors us. raso 
nut up verb 11 2 in poker, 

to shift into a more conservative mode 0' yelling us, m2 
nut ward noun th cl trie ird fa pr in us. im 

NWAB adjective will neck with 

‘'vfjniyfcay Youth usage us, 1949 

n-word noun the ord'mg In Inn uphemism was 
popularised during the 1995 O.J. Simpson murdprisigl by F. hep 
Baily's cross examination of Mark Fuhrman about a taped 
interview th# Fuhrman had given; in 1985 -us r&z 

nyaff noun 

person is short Probably derived from Scots nyaff (of a dog, to 
bark) uk soMnd, im 

nyam noun food, something to eal. I rom the verb. West Indian, 
hence UKftlack uk is2s 

nyam verb to eat Al 1 in mm 1 m in 1 eet potato) Jamaica, 

nylon disgusters noun a pair of men's close-fitting and revealing 
nylon swimming trunks Australia, 2003 
nymph noun a. nyrnphdrfiarilac us. 191s 

nymphet noun a sexually attractive, or sexually adventurous, young 
girl. First applied a- a rea,,s opposed a- mythic, creature by 
Vladimir Nabokov, Lolita, 1955 uk 1999 
nympho noun a nymphomaniac. A creature of men's dreams; used 
to disparage a woman whose sexual appetites may threaten to 
make the dream come tfu«§sister 






Oo 


0 nouni an OBE (Officer of the Order of die British Empire). Used 
by civil servants; suggestive:ala casual familiarity with the honour 
uk i96i. 2 opium us 1933. 3 an ovation. Most commonly heard in 
|p8 term 'standing O' us. im 
0 nickname the Nuestra Familia prison gang us. 2000 
-o suffix used for making colloquia 01 slang nounsand nicknames In 
Australia, where there was no influence from Spanish, this suffix 
originated from early nominal uses ofthe cries of various street 
vendors, Thus the milkman used to sing out milk oW and so 
became the milko, the rabbit seller cried 'tabbit-ohl’sp^so 
became the rabbit-o. It is appended to monosyllablic words ofi§X- 
jjhe First syllable of polysyllabic words Australia, ms 
OAE noun anybody I i 1 >en1 1 east >ne inter in Antarctica. 

abbreviation of 'old4ntarctic-explorer’ Antarctica, i960 
oafo noun an oaf a socially inferior fool, a lout A conventional 'oaf 
embellished uk. 1959 

Oak; the Austrian Oak nickname Arnold Schwarzenegger (b.1947), 
the dominant bodybuilder in the steroid-enhanced 1970s os, 1934 
oak and ash noun cash. Rhyming slang uk 1900 
oaktoe noun ihe mu ini' lii mating the sen- 
■.|p8(T that your toes are wOodgn. Surfing usage us. 2004 
OAP noun an over-an iou >atient C 1 h rthand, playing on 
.tft«'canv@flttonal abbreviation for 'old age perfsioner' uk 2002 
oar noun ► put your oar in; put in your oar; shove in your 
oar to interfere in someone else's business uk 1730 
oars and rowlocks noun nonsen Rhymir m for bollocks uk 

oasis noun i a bar us, mb. 2 in motor racing, a refreshment stand us 


oatburner; oatmuncher noun in horse racing, a racehorse that 
dbSjrfiot perform well as tm 
oaternouna cowboy film, story or song us, 1946 
oatie noun ► go for an oatie _ mill- let A darkly 
humorous Antarctic euphemism recalling Captain Oates's heroic 
last words to his tent-mates in 'I am going outside, and may 
be sometime' new Zealand, 19% 
oatmeal noun a small, mushy wave us mi 
oatmeal Chinaman noun imgj^ng in the Cariboo, a Canadian 

CANADA, 1963 

oatmeal savage noun a Scotsman Canada, im; 

oats noun 1 sexual ra.nil in phr - 1 ich as have 

your oats', 'get your oats', 'need', 'want', etc. Perhaps from 'sow 
your wild oats' (to commit youthful indiscretion) arc 1923. 2 money 
which a carnival worker steals from his boss us i9ss. 3 enthusiasm 
us. 1831. ► off your oats off your food uk. mi. ► on his oats 
(used of a racehorse) racing without the benefit of a stimulant us, 

oats and barley; Oats noun hu- 1 il F hyming slang. 
Ostensibly and rarely a man's given name but usually in its older 
slang senses (a nightwafchman; to make a Cfjaf lie oh a ponce; etc) 

oat soda noun beer. An gwaJUSojl of barley pop us, 1994 
obbo; obo; obbs; obs noun m r |h I 1 ition; a lookout. 

Varying abbreviations for 'c^^i^atten' 

OBE adjective overcome by events; overtaken by events us, m6 
OBE (used of a bet 1 in lebt) owe - erywhere Australia, 


OBH noun someone who smokes marijuana constantly. An abbrevi¬ 
ation qf 'original Isi^dha bead' us ms 


obies; OB’s noun I I I 1 1 1 11 i drinl | illy popular 

among students. Formed on.the imbibe souw afro, rffis 
obit noun an obituary uK tszf 
obliterated adjective vetydruftkfffi mr 
oblivion noun the state of cr nplete nl icat in us, 1984 
oboy noun marijuan li umabl Hi Im 1 n iccasion, greeted 
with an,-gxclatration of delight 'Oh boyf'wc xm 
obs noun i Plow bly mi itary origin uk . 1999. 2 in a 

hospital, obstetrics uk ms 

obscure adjective in computing, completely beyond all understanding 

obscuro adjective “i I trar e imply obscure) us 1997 
obzocky adjective lacking g 1 ind < >< linatii 1 idad and tobago, 

OC noun 1 organised crime us 197-s. 2 ihe synthetic opiate oxycodone 
uses recreatjondHyts, 2001 

OC nickname Orange County, California. Immediately south of bos 
AnpleSitisjoo; 

ocal; opal noun Hu - e. Punning iriati 1 n ogle (the eye) uk 2002 
occy; occi noun an octopus Australia im 
occy strap; ockie strap noun an elastic strap. An abbreviation of 
'octopus strap' Australia, mi 

ocean noun 1 in f I, the expansive centre of a t Pile us 1993 2 in oil 
'drijlihjl salt water encountered while drilling as, 1954 

ocean liner noun tola .. I 1 1 shiner > 

ocean rambler noun a herring; a sardine UK mi 
oceans noun a large amount of something us i84o 
-ocentric suffix used with humour as a suffix attached to a person's 
name, suggesting that they believe that the world revolves around 


ocker; Ockernoun 1 1 1-n a 11 hi nal hi 1 especially boorish 
and uncouth; the stereotypical Australian male yob. Originally a 
colloquial nickname for someone named Oscar. It became associ¬ 
ated with typical prate boorishness in the 1970s partly under the 
influence of a character named Ocker in the television comedy 
The Mavis Bramston Show (1965-68) Australia, 1971. 2 Australian 
EngEhztisrwm 9# 

ocker; Ocker adjective characteristic of an cukes Australia, 1972 
ockerdom noun I - it -1 1 1 I -1 tral 

0 club noun in the US armed forces, an officer's club us, res6 
-ocracy suffix when gnate (and 

mock) a grouping that may be dominant, or aspiring to 
dominance, or pretending superiority within that subject-area, A 
sarcastic or hum$jg| application of '-cracy* (power, rule), found in 
-inch words as 'democracy', 'plutocracy', etc. The root in all con*. ‘ 
-ygntional senses ends with an 'o'; in colloquial or journalistic 
usage #rj?' is incorporated uk i860 
ocs noun the synthetic opiate oxycodone used recreationally us, 2000 
octopus noun a sexually aggressive boy us, 1932 
OD noun a drug QVe'dOSH US 19 S 9 

OD verb to overdose, to take an excessive dose ofa drug, usually 


o-dark-hundred noun very early in the morning. MOCk military ttftjft. 

m 

oday noun money. A Pig Latin construction of dough us, 1928 
odd noun 1 a mi ill i i i il i -i n i 11 und number uk i84s. 

2 the police; a police-officer us 19ss 







oddball | oh nelly! 
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oddball noun an eccentric us, im 
oddball adjective eccentric, pecylfar£§;. 

oddball trick noun a prostitute's customer who pays for fetishistic 


odd bod noun 1 an eccentric UK race 2 an extra person in a given 

1984 

odd-lot noun a pefee car uk ms 

odds noun i a vague number, as a part of a greater number. A vari¬ 
ation on odd uk. 1958. 2 (of money) anal change. A shortening of 
'odd coins' uk 200/ ► make no odds lo make no difference, not 
better or worse Originally (from 776) conventional, now 
colloquial uk. is/o. ► over the odds more than is expected; more 
than is tolerable uk, 1922. ► what's the odds? what’s the differ¬ 
ence? UK. 1840 

odds verb to risk, to chance; to avoid. Perhaps deriving from 'to bet 
against the odds' m. 195s 

odds and sods noun I 1 ind pi II u I 1 a variant of con¬ 
ventional'odds and ends', origiii^^wary slang ^ 
'miscellaneous men or duties' uk. 1935 
odds-on adjective i very probable, m hi- Adopted from 
gambling use to denote any fitmof actuarial or notional 
likelihood uk im. 2 in horse racing, said of odds that pay less than 
even money us. 1974 

o-dom noun an odometer (a milometer) us, 2000 
OD's noun a drab olive military uniform us. 1955 
OE noun Old English™ malt liquor us, 1997 

Oedipus Rex; Oedipus noun I min li based on a king 
of ancient Thebes used by psychiatrists as a model for the sexual 
relationship between a boy and his motber.t*, 7979 
ofaginzy noun a white persbrrUS n946 

ofay noun a white [ 1 >n rigir uni i< n uggestions of a Pig 
Latin etymology (foe) are implausible More plausible are 
suggestfprit'of a basis in an. African language or the french-au Slit 
us. im 

ofer; o-for adjective rsei iescribe a male pornography performer 
who either cannot achifvei an erection or cannot ejaculate wlw 
needed, Borrowingfrom sports lingo, identifying the, performer as 
'oh' (zero) tor however many tries us. 1995 
off noun 1 the start of a race, the beginning of something, the start 
of a journey. From racing ( ik. 1 >51 2 1 inle off a. day off, etc. By 
ellipsis south Africa, 1966. 3a warning given lo an illegal betting 
operation by corrupt po ice of a pending raid us. 1952. 4 in 
dominoes, a piece that does not contribute to the vgtsi^.'af your 

PpSA, 19S9 

off verb 1 to kill us, my. 2 to sell, especially contraband us. i960 

Off adjective 1 dis 2 

Interest in; averse to uk 1908 3 disgusting, revolting Australia, 1987. 
4ofa street-prostitute, being with a client (and, therefore, off the 
street where the service is offered for sale) uk 1959. 5 not using 
drugs us. ns/ ► be off!; be off with you! 
fashioned, but still in use uk m2 

offbeat adjective .. nal "i not unique us, 1938 

off-brand cigarette noun a marijuana cigarette us. 19m 
off-brand stud noun a male homosexual us, 1962 
off-by-one error noun in mputir 1 imple and basic error, 

•Stich as starting at 1 instead of 0 us, 1991 
off colour adjective i applied to jokes that may be considered 
Impolite or indecent uk ns,. 2 unwell uk i876 
offensive potatoes noun canned potatoes Antarctica, m3 
offer verb ► offer someone out to challenge someone to a fight 

office noun 1 a mu priva ignal 2 rny secret signal 

used by gambling cheats to communicate among themselves us, 
195(1 3 a hint 01 tip 7 l ► give the office In prison, to 
explain the way things ate, especially lo a new inmate uk 1996 


office bike noun a woman I re iil In lal intercourse with 
fellow staff in an office Australia, ms 
office hours noun 1 minor discipline issued by a US Marine Corps 
company commander us, w.«. 2 in poker, pairs of 9s and 5s, or a 
straight from 9 to 5 us, m 3 
office piano noun a typewriter us, 1945 

officer material noun a mentally deficient enlisted soldier us, ms 

office worker noun h'rker ..- lang used by manual 

labourers. With a subtext of bitter irony UK 1992 
offie; offy noun sell alcoholic 

drinks for consumption otifi he premises) uk jss»- 

Off it adjective drug-intoxicate I - Mil II iff YOUR HEAD UK 1998 
offshore adjective foreign us. 1997 
offsidernoun an assistant. Originally (late C19) an 
assistant/apprentice to a bullock-driver who worked on tie 'off 

sSjfle’ AUSTRALIA, raff 

offski verb to go away, to team UK Mot 

off to another NASA convention used for humour when 
someone who las been displaying their ignorance leaves-ft room. 
nut 

off-trail adjective ill I ll li m iti ic US, 1954 

Offy noun a racing engine or any other piece of equipment 
manufactured by Meyer-Drake us. 1993 

OG noun 1 II I i ll -I il I I OLD < IF L 2 i 

founding member of a youth gang. An abbreviation of original 

GANGSTER US, 1993 

oggin noun the ocean antarctiq(; itm 

ogle noun the eye urvive nainl i i part of the polari vocabulary; 
usually in the plural uk 1676 

ogle; ogale verb 11 h imi exual use, to I II ngingly or amorously 
at a man. From the wider conventional sense first recorded in the 
1680s UK 1682 

ogle and leer noun ik 2003 

ogle fake; ogle riah fake; ogle fake riah noun a false eyelash. 

Polari; literally 'articles (of hair) made for Hie eye' uk 1992 
ogle fakes noun pe id Polari; literall irticle made for the eye' 

ogle filters noun sunglasses. Polari; based on ogle (the eye) UK 2002 
ogle riahs noun ogle (the eye) 

and riah (the hair iWiym 
ogle riders noun the eyebrows or eyelashes uk 2002 
ogle shades noun glasses, sunglasses. Polari, based on ogle (the eye) 

Ogopogo noun a legendary monster in Okanagan Lake, British 
Columbia Canada, raw 
ogoy noun heroi n uS igtr 

oh, behave 11 “ I is a catch-a tchphra usuall in the context 
of a sexual innuendo Wildly popular foi several years after the 
of the first Austin Powers film in 1997 os, 1997 

oh, fiddle-faddle! if frustration 

Used with regularity by the Aunt Bee character on The Andy 
Griffith ishtjw (CBS, 1960 - 68). Repeated with referential humoiff 

US, 190 

Ohio bag noun one hundred grams of marijuana. Under Ohio's 
decriminalisation laws, this is the maximum amount for a fine for 
simple possession os m2 

ohmigodi; omigod! 11 1 pressir urprise or horror us, m2 

oh my Gawd; oh my good Gawd adjective bald. Rhyming Sisetg; 

the second variation is reserved for extreme baldness os 1992 
oh my stars! 11-1 ir >r 11 1 ration polarised by the 

sexy blonde witch Samantha on Bewitched (ABC, 1964-72). 
Repeated with: referential humapf fls; 1966 
oh nelly! upset us 1997 
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ohnosecond | old; ol'; ole 


ohnosecond noun ii i ii i i ofreal ition when you have made a 
mistake, especially in computing, A punning combis^on^f 
'nanosecond' and the. exclamation 'c|w^!' uk. mb 

oh snap! used as a milt da-soo? 

oh the pain, the shame! i hum i i mment on 
humiliation. Coined on the television programme Lost in Space 
(1965 —68), and then revived and popularised t^.jfelth diberman 
oh ESPN us. r»7 

oh yeah? used r confirming 

that a person being addressed has understood or is in agreement 

fJS, k». 

oil; oy! a meanmgle noi ise< In ittenti n or cry in protest. 
Derives from the obsolete ‘hoy!’, which was a combination of'ho! 1 
and 'huftef-UK we 

oicery noun the sleeping quarters of the officer in charge (QIC; 
ANTARCTICA, 1959 

-oid suffix used as a suffix that embellishes without changing the 
base word’s meaning us, tsas 

oik noun someone considered to be a social inferior; a disagreeable 
youth.. Originally ai’iftiblic school coinage used to categorise status: 
'a townee'; then generalised as 'working-class'; also used within- 
that circle as general abuse for an unpopular fellow pupil or 
someone from a rival -Sitl^ol Generated from hoick (to hawk and 
spirg mm 

oil noun i alcohol us, i9i2. 2 a potent distillate of marijuana or 
hashish us, 19%. 3 heroin uk, 199s. 4 news; information about 
something. Metaphorically because oil is essential faffpe smooth 
running of a machine Australia, 1915. 5 in horse racing, confidential 
and reliable information about a horse Australia, /m 6 in pool, 
extreme spin imparted to the cue ball to affect the course of the 
object ball or the cue ball after striking the object ball us, 1912. 

► the oil the complete truth, the owdown m wZealand, ms 
oil verb 1 to injecl yourself with a drug, especially heroin us, mi. 2 to 
bribe us, m2. ► oil it to study late into the night os, 1975 
oil and water king noun ah ird ii th igineer controlling fresh 
water distillatip-.us, 79®. 

oil burner noun 1 erious drug addict n - - 2 in trucking, a 

diesel engine us. 1971. 3 in horse racing, a fast horse us, 1951 
oil-burning adjective (used of a drug addiction) severe us. m2 
oil can noun a railway tank wagon us, 19%. 
oil-can verb nd striking 

the water us, im 

oiled; oiled up adjective 1 drunk us, 1737. 2 readied; well-prepared uk 


oilies noun work clothes us 1954 

oil in the can noun -ved by its backers 

to be a sure winner us. 1951 
oil leak noun a Sikh Rhyming s ang uk ms 
oil merchant noun a smooth-talking swindler us. ms 
oil patch noun the oil industry us. isso 
oil slick noun i Spaniard. Rhymin I 1 1 spicuk, 1992 

oil tanker noun 1 - I in all-purr el noi ibuse. Rhyming 
slang ft>r wanker uk. )he 

oil well noun rom the visual 

*'i|$$fetooFan 'A' with an oil welt us ms 
oily adjective mean-spirited, tough us, ms 

oily rag nouni 1 1 -1 1 in 21 irette Rhyming 

slang for fag (a cigarette). Also Shortened to 'oil-rag' and 'oily' uk 

oink noun a police officer. A far less common usage than the related 
P!G. (Police) us, 1970 
oink verb to luff-lty greetf us w* 
oinseach noun a female fool jSagsjVQ 2001 


Oirish adjective Ii inunciation of 

ffish' UK 1962 

OJnouni marijuana Possibly, an initialism ol 'oint-jay' (joint) us 
1970. 2a mati|u in 1 1 1 | I 1 Ii pi I | mm 01 heroin In 

Other words, an 'opium joint’. Popular with-US troops in -Vtetnaw 
us, 1970. 3an online /ockey who hosts Internet discussions. 
Inttiahsm, bff the model of'DJ (disc jockey) uk 1998 
OK when appended to a slogar 1, 1 ised as a strengthening affirmative, 
especially when phrased 'X rule (or rules) OK', flip Rees, Graffiti 
Lives, OK, 1979, writes: 'The addition of "OK" to slogans first 
became noticeable in Northern Ireland during the early 1970s, as 
in "Proves Rule, OK" referring tO.ISf-Provisional IRA’ uk, 202 
OK; okay noun 1 onsen ipprt il 2 a bribe paid by an 

illegal gambling establishment to the authorities to stay In 
business us, 1979 

OK; okay verb to appitsfe us, 1 9ss 

OK; okay adjective 1 comfortable, at ease. Especially common as 'OK 
about' or 'OK with us, ms. 2 safe, unh.11 3 D --m 

mediocre, satisfactory. In 1963, the late Allen Walker Read 
-published his extensive and definitive research: on the term, 
tracing its coinage to 1839 as an. abbreviation of'oiljjfei^ct', its# 
a then-popular slang term us, 1S39 
OK; okay used f r expr 11 1 it, appr il understanding, or 
agreement ofeigte 

OK Corral noun a group of men masturbating while watching a 
female. An extrapolation- of the gun down image, alluding to the 
a famous American gun baffle in 1881 us, 2002 
oke noun used as an affectionate or patronising term of address or 
reference to a man or boy. A shortened form of Okie south Africa, 


okey-doke noun 1 2 

especially its contents Rhyming slang for poke used by 
pickpockets. Sometimes .shortened to 'okey" UK jssy 
okey-doke used for communicating agreement A shortening of 

OKEY-DOKEY 0$, ;t?g5 

okey-dokey adjective acceptable u$.fia. 

okey-dokey i An old-fashioned, 

affected, still popular perversion of ok us, tssa- 
Oki; Okie noun Okinawa. Coined in World War 2, still used in 
Vietnam us, ms 

Okie noun a poor, white resident or native of rural Oklahoma; a poor, 
white resident or native of the south-central US, Used with 
derision or pride -but neutrally Lis. i9ss 
Okie; oakie noun 11 r in a tionat pat nisingtermof 
address or reference to a man or boy. Anglicised (orm of Afrikaans 
mtjie sdif$ Africa, im 

Okie blower noun in trucking, an air scoop attached to the air- 
intake sy5terrj mi 

Okie chrome noun aluminium paint us mt 

Okietrapnoun r ... i iplii ite I tr ffi< nterchange us, m2 

Oklahoma credit card noun 1 hose used 1 mil petrol by 
siphoning it from a parked car. Presenting the myth of Oklahoma 
as a state filled with poor, crafty and dishonest people us, im 
Oklahoma toothbrush noun hie penis. In Okahoma, known as a 
'Texas toothbrush' us. 1994 

OK Yardienoun 1 tereotypi il Briton f the upper- or middle-class 
who lives .in west London's gangland, A conflation of 'OK, yah' (a 
catchphrase clichd of the social grouping) and yardie (a Jamaican 
gangster) uk m 

-ola suffix a r it of a suffix us, 1919 

olalliechuk noun - n the Pacif 1st) a hoi lebrew made from 
bgrrte. The name comeS ftwt Chinook jargon Canada, 1966 
old noun a dark lager-style beer brewed by the top-fermentation 
method As opposed to new Australia, i 935 
old; ol'; ole adjective 1 used t inter 1 ime intensifiers, A slight 
narrowing of use since first recorded in the 1440s as 'grand, great, 
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plentiful' now mainly seen in such constructions as: 'high old 
time' (1858) and 'gay old boys’ (1887) uk im. 2 old The first 
headword is, of course, standard English; the second and third 
variants are variously colloquial, informal and slang as 
circumstances dictate uk im 3 used as a signal of familiarity with 
the person so described. As spoken in the southern US, not 
necessarily indicative of affection, cordiality, or good- 
is84. 4 tiresorrte’U£ im 

old bag noun i an unattractive or unloveable eld woman. 

Disparaging; possibly a variant of old bat, cognisant of the 
following sense as 'an §p§Hy prostitute* which itself may derive 
from old bat uk 1949. 2 an elderly, slatternly prostitute; hence 
pejorative for a ; ypuff|er prostitute uk mi 
old bastard noun i man el Used a i roni form of friendly 
personal address, generally amongst males. Such is the love for 
this expression amongst working-class Australians, a charity organ¬ 
isation was formed in the 1970s under the name the Australasian 
Order of Old Bastards. Part of th^jpte of the order is that 'On 
encountering othif-'ftB.'s in a bar one must administer a hearty 
•Mttip on the back, accompanied with the Cheerful salutation, 
you Old Bastard!". Membership card must be carried at all times. 
Failure to produce same when challenged by fellow O.B, in®wi| 
penally Of-one 'round of drinks* ausbmua 1944 
old bat noun a (I 11 I nil I I 1 I I 1 /voman An elab¬ 
oration of bat (an ugly woman), origis&Jijf 'a prostitute* UK im 
old bill noun it 2 word, asking 

'Are there any other cheaters in this game?' us, 

Old Bill noun i pol fficer; the poli rigina u ige wa n singular, 
now mainly collective. Feasible etymologies, in no particular order 
of likelihood: i) 'Old Bill', a cartoon strip character created by 
Bruce Bairnsfeather (1888-1959), was a veteran of World War 1 
with a distinctive 'authoritarian-looking' moustache - a status and 
description skated by many pre-World Wafti'pdtCpmen. This deri¬ 
vation may be reinforced by the 1917 UK government's: 
advertising campaign, featuring Old Bill dressed as a special 
constable, using the heading 'Old Bill says...' to disseminate 
important wartime information, ii) Derived from a blend of 
popular song 'Won't You Come Home, Bill Bailey' punning with 
'The Old Bailey' (London's Central Criminal Court) in) 
was King William §t|f;765-1837), during whose reign (1830-37) 
themlice force is wrongly thought to have been established, iv) 
'Kaiser Bill', Kaiser Wilhelm I of Prussia (1797-1888), visited 
England in 1864 when the police uniform changed to helmet apd 
tunic, v) Constables of the watch were nicknamed for the bills or 
billhooks thatthey carried as weapons, Vi) In Victorian times Air 
'old bill' was the bill, or account, presented by police accepting 
bribes, or for services rendered, vii) New laws are introduced as 
parliamentary bills, viii) The London'County Council registered all 
public service vehicles (police, fire and ambulance) with number 
plates BYL, leading villains to spot unmarked police cars as 'old 
Bill', ix) Similarly, Scotland Yard's 'Flying Squad' (established 1921) 
was reportedly issued with BYL registrations so that the: Squad 
became known as 'old Bill', and hence the police in general, x) In 
ItJe 1860s, Limehouse police sergeant Bill Smith,of apocryphal 
memory, was nicknamed '® §ilt' uk, rses 
old bird noun a mature, older or old woman uk, 2003 
old bird adjective I a pi ret having traditional value 
old blind Bob noun the penis uk, 1974 
old bloke noun the penis Australia 1992 

Old Blue Eyes nickname Frank Sinatra, US singer (1915-98) us, 1934 

old bollocks noun an older man wtuv 

old boot; boot noun 1 1 11 ii 1 1 n 11 1 1 1 oman with qual¬ 
ities that are considered unattractive uk 195s 
old boy noun 1 the pen 2 used a ) friendly form of address 

to another man. A colloquial vocative since the C17wc 2000. 3 an 
old man uk 1500. 4 a father uk m2 
old boy network; Old Boy network noun a social and, especially, 
business connection between former public school pupils which is 
presumed; by those without suctox^Eonnection, to give unfair 
advantages in matters of employment and social advancement; 


also applied to connections made at univejSg and at other insti- 
fitoore which may be considered as for the privileged UK im 

old breed noun He I 1 in 11 .. larine Corps, which 

saw service in World War 2 , North China, Korea and Vietnam us. 

old cat noun A Morris Minor car. Citizens' band radio slang uk mi 
old chap noun 1 used 1 1 friendl form ol I Ii to another man 
uk 1822. 2 the penis uk 1992 

old comicnoun 1 1 1 Ii ill ictor car itizer I and tadio slang; it 

sounds tike a name a music hall comedian would u sg.Ux mi 
Old Corncob nickname General Douglas MacArthur ( 1880 - 1964 ) of 
the US Army; iFfbtft Ms love for a corncob- ptpfir us is® 
old country noun 1 to the 1 1 ‘, 1 ned f 1- it the end of World War 
2 , the United States us 1949.2 Beverly Hi Is, Ca ifornia. Used with 
iresayby transplants,- especiallyUewtsh transplants, tot-toe San 
f^rnando Valley us, 2004 

Old Country nickname England or the United Kingdom Australia, 1834 
old cow noun a despicable old woman Australia, ism 
old D noun a mother. Initially 'dear' or 'darling' uk 1990 

Old Dart nickname England 

London. First recorded in use in England in 1832 (Wilkes). 'Dart' 
represents the pronunciation of the word 'dirt' in the Essex dialect, 
and so 'Old Dart' would correlate with .{One's native 

district^f.^lWi^At^rMLtA is92 
old dear noun an cttysbmafl uk ms >see: OUL one 
old dog noun a Rover car uk mi 

oldfacenoun 1 Ii in lancer whose 1 tenure makes her 
UfimiaftejSble-t/S' 1948 

old faithful noun Hie bleed period of the menstrual cycle us 1954 
old fart noun e who is 

unpleasant or disliked, wften elaborated as 'bt|»i| old fart.' ©£ 

old-fashioned look noun a glance of quizzica disapproval uk mi 
old fellow noun 1 2 egardless of 

age) Australia. 1954. 3 used as a friendly form of address to another 

old fogey noun a small lump of dried nasal mucus. Rhyming slang 

old folks noun i | irents (regardl i ige) Australia. 1957. 2 in circus 
and -.ca'rnival usage, monkeys.es>7991 
old fruit; my old fruit noun used as a friendly form of address to 
another man uk 200.1 
old gent noun the penis-otic zap 

old girl noun 1 a mother; a wife ; ik is 87. 2 an old woman uk 1791 
old git noun any man who is considered past his prime uk 2000 
old grinder noun 1 miscu u man uk zero 
old hand noun an experienced person, an expert uk nss 
old hat adjective old-fashioned, out-of-date uk 1911 
oldheadnouni in er; 1 ner 2 a returning student to a 

SChOOl US 1963 

old horsey noun strong, illegally manufactured whisky us, 1999 
old house noun on the railways, a warehouse of salvaged parts us, 


oldie noun 1 2 ing from the 

past that is still popular. A shortened Ipiti of golden oldie or 
^kiie but goody' us, im 

oldies noun parent 1 1 II 1 - straua m 

old iron and brass; old iron noun 2 a pass. Rhyming slang, in 
•'jptiitery use uk m2 

old iron and grass; old iron noun 1 grass. Rhyming slang uk, m2 
old Joe noun any sexually transmitted infection us, 1*7 
old King Cole noun tnempl nent nefit 1 government office 
rfrpfTi-WtiiEfli.unemployment benefit is managed. Rhyming;s-iiarig 
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old kit bag | omee; omey; 


;; homee; homi; homie; homey 


for the dole; formed on the name of f,(turnery rhyme character - 
he was 'a merry old soul' so this rhyme may be intentionally 

old kit bag noun igaret hymir rngl fag possibly from 
the song by George Asaf and Felix Powell: 'Pack up your troubles 
in your old kit bag and smSp^tnile, srrfile', 1915 - but sbJnSfpfe 

old lad noun used as a frier ither man UK 


old lady noun I a mother us, /so. 2 a wife, common-law or legal; a 
girlfriend us, 1836. 3 the more passive member of a same-sex 
couple us, 1937. 4 any old woman uk, 1324 

Old Lady of Threadneedle Street nickname the Bank ofiSgtlnd, 

From a cartoon by James Gil ray lac 1797 

old lady white; old white lady noun a powdered drug: cocaine, 
heroin or morphine us 1.942 

old lag noun 1 a regular pri ner ne I Ini ecome 
institutionalised, a recidivist f torn lag (a prisoner) wc wo. 2 a 
prisoner who has been in jai for a long time Australia, 1950. 3 a 
former prisoner Australia, 1812. 4a person who has been contracted 
to a single employer for a very long time, especially of the armed 
services. Humorous use of the sense as ‘a conyict who has been 
imprisoned for many years' uk, 206) 
old man noun 1 a father us, mn. 2 a boyfriend or husband uk, 1768. 

3 a commanding officer, mi itary or police us. mo. 4a pimp in 
relation to a prostitute us 7:9. 5 an elder amongst the Australian 
Aboriginals Australia 1 848. 6 used as a form of address to another 
man uk, ms. 7 the penis uk 1984. 8 a shark us, ms 
old man comforts noun high-top shoes with ankle support and 

old man kangaroo; old man 'roo noun an adult male kangaroo 

AUSTRALIA 1 834 

old man’s aid noun in pool, a device used to support the cue stick 
fpr -a hard-to-reach shot As the terminology suggests, the device is 
scorned by skilled players us. im 
old man’s milk noun coconut water mixed with gin trinidad and 
ifmm.2003 

old Mick adjective nauseated, jickhRl^wiipg'slang uk 1957 
Old Miss nickname I he levels'! Ilf I ppi US, 1989 
old money noun an earlier in fmeasurin hen applied to 
anything except 2000 

old navy noun heroin us, 2002 
Old Nick noun mischief Nearly obifitetlijsS, 1877 
old oak noun the smoke; used 

by trainspotters; however, Garth Andrews, a retired deputy head of 
Records and Archives at the British Railways Board, wrote to this 
dictionary in May 2003, to suggest that 'this has nothing to do 
iyith rhyming slang for "smoke". Old Oak Common was the 
premier engine shed on the Great Western Railway, providing the 
mqfee power for crack expresses put bf Paddington. It is, of 
course, possible that Old Oak Common provided the inspiration 
fhr the rhyme - if rhyme it is uk mo 
old pair noun pare'tisv«M.4vq ;«>•• 
old people noun 1 ire it rega II- 1 ige) Australia, 1941 
old person’s friend noun pneumonia Canada, 1937 
old rag noun a flag. Rhyming slang uk 1992 
old reliable noun h Jinth infantr Division, I IS Army os, 1991 
olds noun parents Australia ws 

old sailor noun a Moms Marina car Citizens' band radio slang; pun 
on 'maimed uk m 1 

old school noun a past generation with an old-fashioned but reliable 
way bf doing-thihgsus 1970 

old shaky noun a C-124 long-range transport aircraft us, ms 

old skool; old school noun ip music 

viewed retrospectively; subsequently, any hip-hop music that 


'.J!8t be categorised as house music; finally, any style of music 
under the hip-hop umbrella that is not absolutely current us, 1989 
Oldsmobile noun hi hold 'em poker, a nine and an eight as the first 
two cards dealt to a player. An allusion to the Oldsmobile 98, a 
popular model us, mi 
Old Smokey noun tftfetepgic chair us. 1929 
old soak; soak noun a drunkard I rom Hie verb sense (to drink 
immoderately) uk tm 
Old Sod noun Ireland, uk mi 

old sort noun a wife, a husband or any partner in a living-together 
relationship uk 2000 

Old Sparky noun an electric chair, especially Florida's electric chair 


old stager noun a person 1 1 I 1 II r experience uk 1570 

oldster noun afl'SMdtyptsdn UK 1848 
old Steve noun heroin us, 1936 

old style noun (li In 11 ense I 1 e e ive 1 the point of ridicule 
jfjilMDAD AND TOBAGO, 1956 

old sweat noun it i II III i -mi in police officer uk, i9i9 

old thing; dear old thing noun used as a term of address, usually 
as: an endearment uk im 

oldtimer’s disease noun Alzheimer's disease us. ms 
old Tom noun hi mi- nannish' lesbian us, 7978 

old woman noun i fe i man i habit /vith uk 7775. 2 a 
mother uk 1829. 3 a male who behaves like ,111 old woman 

AUSTRALIA, 1963 

ole gal noun a male roomrhate us 1947 

o-levels noun oral sex, especially when advertised as a service offered 
by a presfitute. A play on the naffibglven to 'ordinary-level' exam¬ 
inations in the 0ritish'educatittfi system ukmsms 

olive oil; olive noun. 1 in th prepar ition of heroin). 

iRhyttiiiiig slang uk 19% 

Oliver noun in circus and carnival usage, a police officer us, mi 
Oliver Reed; Ollie; Oily noun 1 tobacco; marijuana. Rhyming slang 
for weed (tobacco/marijuana), based on the name of actor Oliver 
Reed, 1938-99 uk 1 ■ 2amphetamine Rhyming slang for speed 
(amphe'Kftiine), based on the name of actor Oliver Reed, 1938-99 


Oliver Twist adjective drunk. Rhyming slang for pissed, fbtm#dfrom 
Charles Dickens' eponymous hero uk im 

Oliver Twist!; Oliver! ..__ n hat accompanies the 

offensive gesture of a raised middle finger. An elaboration antif 
extension of twisti, formed from Charles Dickens' famous her&ijg 

Ollie Beak noun a Sikh. Rhyming slang, formed from a puppet - a 
Liverpudlian owl - that used to introduce children's television 
program mesfin. the 1$60s uk 1998 
Ollie, Molly and Dolly noun in poketjftarSe queens us; 194s 
oily; ollie noun in skateboarding, a jumping manoeuvre, the basis of 
most skating tricks us tm 

Oly nickname ( • m| Mil igl h ns 1997 

om noun MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy. 

Possibly from the Buddhist mantra 'Om', playing on the drug's 
association with 'trance' (a cOntfffiiacrary dance music genre 
formed on repetitive rhythms), or, perhaps, an abbreviation of 

OMEGA UK 1996 

OM noun a male; a partne i husband. An at - i ition of 'old 
man'. Frequent usage by shortwave radio operators, carried om 
into Citizens' band radio slang US, 0 m 
-omatic suffix used is an nbellishment that add nothing to the 
mganing erf the word embellished us tw 
omee; omey; omer; ome; homee; homi; homie; homey noun a 
man; a master; a land ore Polari, from Italian uumo (a man) uk 
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omee-palone; omee-paloney; ome-palone; homee-palone; 
omi-palome; omie-palome to™ a homosexual man. Polari; a 
combination of omee (a man) and polone; palone (a woman) uk 

omega noun MDMA, the recreal. Irug b< nown as ecstasy. 

Possibly a play on 'the end’ or, perhaps, an elaboration of om uk 


omen to™ low grad ihencyclidin h reati nal drug known as 
PCP or fifiggi dust us 1993 

omo; OMO adjective i ignalling that a man husband is 
not at home: old man out OMO M is an established branded soap 
pewderykbfsss: 

omygod nounf :f;^iri^ul;h Omega us, 1992 
on adjective 1 in the i eed pen I i the menstrual cycle 
Euphemistic abbreviation of; or an alternative to, on the rag or 'orb 
(your) period' uk. 1971. 2 ready and willing uk isss. 3 willing to take 
part Australia, 1881 . 4 wi ing to take part in an amorous liaison 
Australia, 1907. s dating Australia, i94i . e (of a light or dispute) 
begun in earnest Australia, 1945. 7 persistently asking Australia, m9. 

8 of a criminal enterprise, under way uk 1959. 9 possible, feasible, 
worthy of an attempt Originally recorded in use among billiard 
and snooker players uk 1935. 10 having secured a bet Australia, 1903. 
11 protected from po icy action by bribes us. 1973. 12 of a food dish, 
on the menu UK 1949. 13 drug-intoxicated us. ms ► not on not 
going to happen; tprbiffden austr^m 
on preposition 1 (used 1 irug) under the influence of us. 1925. 2 so 
as to affect or disadvantage Ireland, im. 3 to the detriment of or 
the disadvantage of or the ruin of etc uk 2000. 4 at or in (a place) 
AUSTRALIA, 1853. s ► be on about to talk 

in such a manner that the speaker is not ^jj&tytinderstood or 
listened to by the auditor. As in, 'What's he on about now?' uk, 

1984. ► be on at to nag 1 n 1 1 1 1 | 1 4 ► go on 

about; be on about to gn nbl ci npl 11 especially loudly; 
to talk on a subject for far too long uk m3 
on and off noun a cough Rhyming slang Oft ms 
on bob adjective I 1 iriation 1 rob | int)uK 2 ooi 
once a week noun 1 beak ijk moo. 

2 impudence Rhyming slang for cheek uk 1925 
once in a blue moon very rarely uk 1959 

once-over noun >r someone us, 


oncer noun 1 sotneth 1 1 meone unique T -, m 2a 

person who has sex on v once with any given partner us. 1959. 3 a 
one-pound not euK 1931. 4an impudent person Derives from 
rhyming slang once a week for cheek uk isbz 
one noun 1 an e< in uk isso. 2 a 

devotee, or an adherent, 01 a champion, of something uk, ms. 3a 
grudge; a score; a blow; a kiss; a drink, an act of sexual 
intercourse; any non-specified noun By ellipsis of the Specific 
noun uk i83o. 4 a be, a joke or an anecdote uk m3. 5 an act of 
urination. An abbreviation of number one trinidad and tobago. rasz. 
► do one for me; have one for me a jocular catchphrase 
addressed to someone on die way to the lavatory uk i984. ► in 
one in bar dice games, to make a hand in one roll of the dice us, 
► on one >f use of 

MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy uk 1999 
one adjective used as ap/emphatic indefinite article 
ones 1 1 -I ib I li ONE LOVE Cy; 

one and a half noun a pi 1 iten 1 ighteen months uk 
one and eight noun 
Rhyming slang uk 1992 

one and half noun irf h ning lang uk m2 

one and one noun 1 an inhalation 1 1 line u ng both nostrils uk 
2003. 2 a dose of heroin accompanied by a dose of cocaine us. 1997. 
3 a bag of deep-fried cod and chips Ireland, 1903 
one and t'other noun 1 a brother. Rhyming slang uk mi. 2 a 
mother-Rhytfjiifg slang uk m2 


one-armed bandit noun 1 evice us ms. 

2 a petrol pump. I rom a vague similarity 111 appearance to a fruit 
machine uk mi. 3 that part of an automatic warning system 
mounted irr a diesel locomotive's cab uk r§o 

one away! used by prison officers to raise the alarm when a 
prisoner escapes uk 1950 

one day for thief, one day for police used for expressing the 
conviction thal wrongdoers wi eventually be caught trinidad and 
.feBAoa 1990 

one day job to™ a car that can be disassembled and sold in one 
day after being us m2 
One Day of the Year noun Anzac Day Australia, 1902 
one day, one day, congotay one day there will be justice trinidad 

AND TOBAGO. 2003 

one-digit midget noun during the Vietnam war, a soldier with less 
than 10 days to serve before his date of expected return from 
overseas us 1984 

one 'em verb in the gambling game two-up, to throw a head and a 
' ta\\ Australia, lose 

one-eye noun 1 the penis A variation of Hie 'one-eyed bestiary’ us 

2 

jack of hearts, the jack of spades or the king of diamonds us mr. 

3 a car with only one headlight working us 1952 

one-eyed adjective / of suitably 

shaped or characterised nouns to depict the penis uk 1775 
one-eyed jack noun 1 car wit! il 1 11 Hi I 1 rking us 
one-eyed monster to™ 1 1 w | 1 I he lopsnorthe 

character from the film Monsters Inc us. 1972 
one-eyed snake noun the j en -hi n eyed trouser snake’ 
us 2001 

one-eyed trouser snake to™ the penis Australia, jgi 
one foot in the grave adjective Used as the 

title of a popular BBC situation comedy about an ageing (but not 
elderly) couple, written by David Renwick and broadcast from 
1990-2000 uk; 1632 

one for his nob noun I I in. I ivning lang for bob that fell into 
disuse ftjltawing decimalisation in 1971 uk mi 
one for Ron no™ an e n 1 1 irette iker in me is offered. 
Typically the person cadging cigarettes says they'll take one 'and 
one for Ron', when the person giving the cigarettes asks 'Who is 
Ron?' the answer given is tmefor later on' Australia, 19m 
one for the boy noun in horse r 1 1 1 bet placed on a horse by 

the owner and given to the jockey before the race US, 19 5; 
one for the road noun a fina irini 1 1 ing a bai us 1943 

one goer noun a race in which only one horse is being run to win 
Australia, ix 

one-hand magazine; one-handed magazine; one-handed 
literature to™ a pornographic magazine. The image of one hand 

one hitter™™ k I ted for holding a ingle inhalation 
worth of marijuana us, 2003 

one hitter quitter; one hitta quitta noun a powerful variety Of 
marijuana, it takes just®* hit (an inhalation) to get an 
intoxicgpfg: effect uk im 

one-hit wonder noun a -erording artist or group with a single hit 
song®, 1994 

one-holed flute noun the penis. Variation of flute (the penis) ijk 


one-horse adjective of little consequence, unimportant, inferior, small 


marijuana cigarette dipped in an opium sol- 


One Hung Low nickname u v I i i tame f 1 i Chinaman. Intended 
to be humorous, as in the imagined book title 'The Ruptured 
ehiBaroan:' by One Hung-Low uk 1984 
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one love | only 


one love used as a farewell us, 2002 

one lunger noun ml Under n 1 lotorcyclists' slang, 
noted by Partridge, 1979 us, im 

one man noun ? 

one-nighter noun 1 jal rela nship lasting ingle night us, ?969 

one-night stand noun a se 11 elationshi; istin i "ingle night c/k 

one-off noun a unique person, object or event From manufacturing 
jargon uk m 

one off the wrist; quick one off the wrist noun (Pf,a male) an 
act of masturbation rhe adjective'quick'(or occasiona variations) 
does ftafcdenotean especially .speedy endeavour, its purpose is to 
elaborate tfebasic term: uk 1973 

one of the original twelve noun or exiiene y high-ranking officer 
US naval aviator usage us me 

one of these fine days at a vague point in the future. Minor vari¬ 
ations abound: 'some fine day', 'one of these fine mornings', etc 

one of those; one of them noun a homosexual uk, m3 


one-side verb g fui, 1995 

one singer, one song; wan singer, wan song used as a call for 
order when many people are contributing to a (debate at the same 
rfirffe; Originally shouted at people who, uninvited, join in a 
singer's song, and, inevitably, fml toadd t-p^asing harmony. 
Popularised by Glaswegian actor;comedian and fijlk-singer Billy 
Connety®. 1942) uk scari^ix 19% 
one-skin joint noun a marijuana cigarette made with just one ciga- 

one-skinner noun a marijuana cigarette made with just one ciga- 
' fette paper uk. 1999 

one-spot noun one year us, 1 949 

one star artist noun 1 nd lieuten it Milita from the sleeve 
or shoulder insignia. In World War 1 one star - 'one stunt' was an 
army catchphrase that reflected the frequency with which second 
lieutenants got killed ifflpij t f nt bottle 

onesy noun an act of urination Australia, 1999 
one-time noun the poli® : £#| tm- 


one of us noun a male homosexual. Especially in the phrase, ‘he's 

one on! used as a shouted warning that a train is approaching uk, 

one-one noun in I m racing 0 harne 1 ing the position one off 
.tiderail and one behind the challenger A favoured position, close 
enough' to challenge the lead and benefiting the wind 
broken by the challenger 

one-on-one house noun 1 place here.. and heroin can be 

bought UK 1998 

one-o-one adjective I urses such as 

one out by oneself on one n done tralia, 19S0 

one over the eight adjective drunk, the final drink that makes you 

one over the pocket noun a woman who is easily available for sex. 

Adopted from snooker terminology uk, 2002 
one pen used by small children to ask foreign tourists for money A 
request, sometimes a demand Derives, perhaps, from a 1961 visit 
to India by US Vice President Lyndon B Johnson who balded but 
ballpoint pens marked wiflf ft name india, 2003 
one-percenter; two-percenter noun used as a self-identification by 
members of outlaw motorcyle ubs When the president of the 
American Motorcyle Association proclaimed that 99% (or later 
98%) of motorcylists are 'decent, hardworking, law-abiding citizens', 
outlaw bik*Jfjd the math!.and proclaimed tftemstijfe the. 
remainder us, 19m 

one-piece overcoat noun im 

one-pipper; one pip noun a second lieutenant Army, from the 
sleeve or shoulder insignia uk 191s 
one-plus-one sale noun heroin and cocaine sold together uk 2002 
one-pub adjective (of a town) small enough to have only one public 
hotel; inconsequential Australia, 1 sot 
oner noun a one-pound note uk, tm 

ones noun 1 the first landing or floor level in a prison uk 1996. 2 in 
the gambling game two-up, a throw of a head and a tail Australia, 
i 9 ii. ► all the ones In in Hi- >r Housey-Housey 

calling, the formula 'all the' announces a double number uk 1943. 

► on the ones and twos in prison, used of a sex offender, 
fiMVicted paedophile, etc. A variation of numbered off; on the 

NUMBERS UK 1996 

ones and twos noun shoes us, m 

one-shot wonder noun a m 1 h is unable t( achieve a second 
erection': short time after orgasm uk m? 


one to one noun in betting odds, evens uk mi 
one-track mind noun an overwhelming interest in a single topic, 
especially sex. Especially familiar, to some, in the catchphrase 
‘you've got a one-track mind’, and various elaborations along the 
lines of 'and its z dirt-track' uk, im 
one way noun LL I il |l n the tyf f ticket you would 
purchase for a conventional ‘trip; trip (a hallucinatory drug experi- 
en ce)j$-gab- 

one-way adyert/re toeteto$ext@teK im 
one-way taxi noun a ife^se^ssat 
one-wire noun an electrician. US Navy usage us, ms 
one-woman show noun h 1 i female 11 1 fmasturbat n 

’ figurative sense of a theatrical presentation that itself is often 
Critically described as'intellectual masturbation' us.mm 
one word from you and he does as he likes he ignores your 
commands. With various pnalpfftta) variations Especially popular 
amongst parents and pet-owners uk jsk? 
oney noun one uk 2002 

on for young and old adjective having begun in earnest Australia. 

onion noun 1 one hundred dollars us. mss. 2 crack cocaine uk 2003. 3 a 
native Bermudian Bermuda, ms. 4 a Ford Orion car. Motor trade 
slang uk 2004. 5 an . bsolutely unski led skateboarder. Teen slang; 
because 'it makes you cry to watch' uk. 1978 
onion ballad noun 1 i 11 lull I ng -11 illusion to the relation¬ 
ship between onions and tears us. mi 
onion church noun rrom the dome on 

many Greek Orthodox churches US W7 
onion hotel noun a boarding house used by oil field workers us, 1954 
onion peeler noun a switchblade Wfe us, 1973 
onions noun ► get up your onions to irritate, to anger. A variation 
of get up your nose uk is88. ► pain in the onions an irritation; 
an arinoying person uk i9ss 
on it adjective prepared and ready-, b® 3 cee 
onk noun the nose uk, %& 

onkaparinga; onka noun i inger - I ming dang, from 
Onkaparinga, a steeplechase track in Australia Australia, m/ 

Onkus adjective 

onliest adjective only us, 1907 

only adverb very. Hawaiian youth usage us m2 




only suckers beef | Operation Yo-Yo 
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only suckers beef used as a catchphrase in Chicago to affirm a 
guiding principle of that cily, that losers should not complain us, 


on my honour as a Rocket Ranger used as a humorous oath or 
pledge On the US children's television programme Rod Brown of 
the Rocket Rangers (CBS, 1953-54), the chuqfen in the television 
audience were asked to pledge on their honour, among other 
things, 'to chart my course according to the'-®nstitution Of the 
United States of America 1 . Used in following years with irony by 
those who had been children during the dark years of the early 
1950s us, i m 

on my skin u a I r profound oath < honou by white prisoners 
OnO used as an Internet shorthand farewell to mean 'over and out' 


on offer adjective available uk sqm 

on point adjective li I i i i i i i i Mtilap the man 'on 
point’ leads a patrol uk 2001 

on the floor, hit the door >see: die on the floor, seven at 
THE DOOR 


on the hob noun the >eni Ri ming lang for knob 

on the in in 

on the strength! seriously! us. uso 
on time adjective excellent.y$. 1992 

on top adjective 1 about to happen 2 i ng; destroyed or 

defeated uk r 999 

on top! used as a warning that a prison officer is close. From the 
sense 'something is. about to happen' uk. 199 6 
onya used as praise for a job well done Australia, 194s 
on your bike! go away! uk, m? 

0-0 noun a quick inspection, a oncerover us. 1913 

OO-ah verb I 

immodestly Norfolk island, 1992 
oodles noun a large number; a large amount us, w 
oo-er!; ooo-er! used for expressing surprise, disgust or 
embarrassment UK r»2 

oo-er missus! used for stressing a sexual innuendo, or as a 
catcHphrase-response to such a double-entendre, A narrowing;.^; > 
d3ifg senses .used for oo-eri uKmi 

ooga-booga-land noun 1 nor 1 1 - 11 1 1 I ition A lacist 
notion based on the presumed phonetics ol African tribal chants, 
ptobably filtered through" a Hollywood reality «c 199s 
oogley adjective good, excellenl leen slang us. 1955 
ooh and aah verb to express admiration us, m? 
ooh la la noun 1 I 1 1 1 I in 1 I in for bra' uk 19 93 
ooh-la-la used as an expression of admiration us, 1957 
oojah; oojar; oojamaflip; oojah-ma-flip noun a gadget; a non- 
specific thing Etymology is unknown, however it has been 
theorised that it may come from Hindustani, or derive as a 
corruption of the nautical term 'hook-me-dinghy'; earlier vari- 
sjjions include 'ooja-ka-piv' ptt 'ooja-cum-piwy' uk wt 
Ookpik noun a doll that looks like an owl Canada, raw 
oolies noun marijuana uk 2003 

ooloo noun a knife used by Eskimo women Canada, 1966 
oomph noun fti“ ]ual >f sexual attr n; hen - enthusiasm, 
vigour, energy. Echoic, from the mating bellow (perhaps of a bull) 

US. 1937 


oonock noun 

oop north adjective in the North of England. A parodic use of a non¬ 
specific northern accent uk 2002 

oop-pa-a-da used as a greetin I Id nusicians and followers. 

A highly stylised greeting, widely publicised In the early years of 
|iap life used sparingly us, 1949 


oops! used in response to an accident or mistake, suggesting an 
acknowledgement of fault us, 1939 
ooroo goodbye. Variant of hooroo Australia, 1957 
ooze verb to move, espe< it enthusiasm 

US, 1929 

op noun 1 a surgical operation uk 1925. 2 an operator us mo. 3 a 
private detective, a private operator us 1 947. 4a military operation 


op verb to operate; to do; to set up us 195 3 
OP adjective Other ppCplg's US W? 

ORB noun used as an initialism foi other people's brand, a mythical 
an# humorous bwppf cigarettes us. 1970 
ope noun . mi ru, heroin An abbreviation of 'opium' uk con 
open noun in computing, a left parenthesis - the ( us 1991 
open verb i used of a film act i 10 is a big en ugh box office 
attraction thal success of a film project is almost guaranteed, to 
start and carry such a film production us, 2003. 2 lo turn on Canada, 
2002. ► open the kimono 1 1 any 

accounts, to publish business information Business slang up ms. 
► open the lunchbox to fart us, 1997 
open adjective 1 excited; drunk 01 drug-intoxicated; infatuated. From 
have your nose open 2 ife for anyone 

without fear of violence us, m3 

open at both ends adjective 1 n 1 u 1 I in sequence that 
could form a five-card straight with a draw at either end of the 
sequence us m 

open door noun 1 1 il 1 _ 1 1 1 f r il r h h 1 1 

can ride away from the peak onto the shoulder us. m 3 
openers noun ► for openers to begin with; for Steifes, aust/aua 


open go noun a tofa lack of restrirtion^L^^A,.r9«p 
open heifer noun a woman I In 1 1 mate 1 

open-kimono adjective < har 1 1- 1 - I I m; ete honesty and full 
disclosure. Sometimes formulated as < >pen ti ie kimono or a vari- 
ition thereon. Ronin International, a computer consulting firm,, 
promises 'open-kimono' in its published mission statement, 
explaining that the term 'stems from feudal Japanese times where 
the term signifietftbat the party will hjfite nothing within his 
clothing (the kimono was the dominant clothing of that era) that 
could conceivably be used as a weapon' us. 1974 
open-mike adjective said of 1 clut hi n I may perform 
briefly and without payment US, 1999 
open room noun 1 it imen here it is [ ible to bet on 
sporting events and listen to or watch the event as it takes place 


open season noun .1 1 ire a lot of police monitoring 

vehitJi: speeds on a stretch of road 14 SS? 
open shadow noun in 1 irveillance iperation, a follower who lets 
himself be spotted us, im 

open slather noun 

slather (to spill, to squander) Australia, 1919 
open work noun safecracking us, 1949 
opera noun a travel;!lh|:ftiaw;us, m> 

Operation Big Switch noun the final exchange of prisoners of war 
in Korea in 1953 us. ism 

Operation Killer™™ a in no 1 fens! in the Korean war, 20th 
ifebruaty-sth March 1,951 us. 19m 

Operation Little Switch noun a preliminary exchange of prisoners 
of war In Korea in 1953 us. raw 
Operation Yo-Yo™™ tli-I ttle for < in I irth Korea, in 
October 1950. So named by the US Marines who arrived at Wosan 
f§o late to take part inthl-capture because they had sailed back 
and forth around Wosan as the harbour was cleared of rrjinesuX 
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operator | or whatever 


operator noun 1 someone who is popular, crafty and perhaps 
manipulative us r u. 2 a drug dealer us. 1952 

opie switch noun 

OPM noun other people's money us, mi 
opponoun a friend, a pal. Short (or 'opposite number' uk 1939 
opposite adjective 'I c - | il limuim TH AFRICA, 1946 
op shop noun a charity store. ( rum 'opportunity shop' Australia, 19 76 

optic noun 1 an 2 PTIC NERVE AUSTRALIA, 

optical illusions noun LSD From the effect of the drug ok 199s 
optic nerve noun a I I Rl ning lang for perm Australia, 1977 
orace noun an offensive, despicable person; a clumsy person; a 
socially awkward person. Recorded in contemporary gay [miifiMsr 
oral noun oral sex. A 2002 Incident Report from (he Sausalito 
(CatTfomia) Police Department describes the activities at aslodai, 
massage parlour as follows: 'Only a few girls wiiM'full service 
(sexual intercourse) and oral (oral copulation) massages’ us. 2002 
orale hello. Border Spanish used in English conversation by 
Mexican-Americans us, tsso 

orange noun a tablet of dextroamphetamine sulphate (trade name 
Dexedrine™), a central nervous system stimulant (VS, 1967 
orange barrel noun a type of rate 
orange bud noun marijuana. From the colour uk 2001 
Orange Crush noun 1 1 1 111110,11 in 1 pe< il squad used to 

restore calm after a disturbance Canada, 2002 
orange cube noun a dose of LSD given on a sugar cube us 1975 
orange haze noun a type of t 30 ,Uig.gag-. 
orange line noun htfoffi uk 2002 
orange magic noun a type of LSD uk. isse 
orange micro noun a type uk 2003 
orange peel noun n by railway 

workers uk rsfo 

orange-peel verb (used of freshly applied paint) to wrinkle or form 
small ridges US. im 

orange pip; orange noun a Japanese person. Rhyming slang for nip 
orange squash; orange noun money. Rhyming slang for dosh UK 


orange sunshine noun a type of tftris im 
orange wedge noun a type qfit3t3’fa*baa® 

orbital noun 1 

travellers' settlement Used by late 1980s - early 90s 
counterculture travellers UK 1999. 2 a breast. Recorded in 
contemporary gay usage uk 2003 

orchestra stalls; orchestras; orchestrals; orks noun the testicles. 
Rhyming slang (or balls, based 01 the front seating in a theatre 
auditorium. Probably lafeCt&for earlyt-Ci®but not recorded upill 

1960 UK 1979 

orchid noun a beautiful woman USSiss 

order; orderly verb 1 2 > orgasm. From an 

earlier sense as 'leave', thus 'to come' (to orgasm) uk 2002 
orderly daughters noun the police uk 2002 
order of the boot noun dismissal from work; the sack ijk 1917 
ordinary adjective 1 1 1 I r Australia. 1992. 

2 used by bookmakers for describing ,1 losing Ccj Australia, 19m 
Oregon boots noun leg ironstpl ©49 

or else used for indicating ( 1 equences that will be unwelcome uk 

Oreonoun a bla< I per n h due ire een i white values. 
Borrowed from a trade name of a Chocolafo.biscuit with a white 
filing. Never used kindly us. ises 


orft adverb off A deliberately illiterate pronunciation for jocular 
effect; especially familiar in 'orft we jolly well go', a catchphrase of 
broadcaster Jimmy Young (b.19-23) uk 19m 

organ noun 1 a car radio. I rom the language of used car sales us, 
v., 2 

organ-arse noun 1 persor 1 Dili 1 Rl art in company 
AUSTRALIA, 1998 

organ donor noun i crash helmet 

organ grinder noun er. Rhyming 

slang for minder uk 1992 

organized chicken shit noun 1 indida chool From the 


orgasm! used foi registering any transitory pleasure uk 2001 
orgasmic adjective bably us 1999 

orgererf) to indulge in 1 e e inful easures, especially of 
food, drugs, shopping#sex. Based on 'orgy', informed by 'gorge' 


orgy room noun jr group sex us 1969 

Oriental dancer noun in circus and carnival usage, a sexually 
’:#pl.ieft female daffote us, mi 

Orient Express noun 1 any route used (.0 smuggle opiates from 
Southeast Asia to Europe, especia ly via Amsterdam. An allusion to 
the famed Paris-to-lstanbul train t is, 1 m. 2 the #7 subway line to 
Flushing, Queens, New York. An allusion to the large number, of 
Asian-Americans who commute (iff bhis illwos 1997 
orifice noun 1 an office Jocular uk 19m. 2 a (police) officer. Jocular; 

certainly since .the late 1990s uk. 1996 
original noun 1 srson uk 1824. 2 a 

male prisoner who se ects and maintains a primary sexual partner 
in jailtip*^?. 

original gangster noun a r ig generation of a 

youth gang, somebody who is sc committed to a gang that he 
remains a gang member at dll costs i®, tms 
originals noun (he clothes worn by a member of Hell's Angels when 
he is initiated ink' the gang, and worn thereafter in perpetuity us 

or, in English use 1 humorou 11 I bet een a butchered 
attempt at verbalisation and an attempt to correct. Coined as a 
self-parody by ESPN's Keith Olbeirman us. im 
O-ring noun a novice surfer; a dolt us 1992 
Orinoco; orinoko noun 1 shortened to 

'ori' uk, 1992. 2a pokei Rhyming slar g Also v; riant 'orinoker' uk 


or is he?; or am I?; or are you? 1 ich ilirase added to a 
statement for rhetorical effect UK ; 984 
o'river goodbye. An intentional mispronunciation of the French us. 


ornament™™ nth 1 il 1 il mi 1 master us 1977 
ornery adjective is, im 

orphan noun 1 in craps, a bet on the t 
forgotten belongs 10 him us, 1981. 2 a computer that has been 
phased out due to tgstaological advances 1 Lis;; ■»« 

orphan Annie; orphan noun 1 na. F nin dang tot fanny, 

formed from (he charactei Little Orphan Annie, introduced to the 
US in comic strip form in 1924, but best known to British 
audiences from Annie :the stage-musical; 1977, and film, 1982 uk 

or something used as a final tag, a vague et cetera uk mi 
ort noun the anus Origin unknown Australia, 1952 
orthopod noun an otthropaadist uk isw 
or what!? used as an all-purpose, sentence-ending intensifier 
TRmiDAOANb TOBAGO, 1983 
or whatever 
stated a©p;uK 1967 






or what-have-you | outlaw 
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or what-have-you used as a non-specific continuation of a list or 
suggestion of further details uk m 
Osama yo mama used as a general-purpose insult Teen slang; 
combines 'yo mama! (a general-purpose insult) with the name of 
Osama bin Laden, presumed to be ultimately responsible for the 
-of 11 th September gas 

Oscar noun i a r > Oscar Wilde 

us, W 67 . 2 an offensive, unlikeable person us isos. 3 a prejudiced, 

4 illdgun US, 1949 

Oscar Asche; Oscar Ash; oscar noun cash; money. Rhyming slang, 
formed on the name ol Austra ian actor, producer and director, 
Q$i3f Asche ( 1.871 - 1 ms 

Oscar Slater adverb i 1 rhymir Ian formed from a 
Brian who, in 1909 , was wrongly convicted of murder in a famous 
and scandalous travesty of justice; Arthur Conan Doyle, author of 
|fe Sherlock Holmes stories, took an interest and caused uproar by 
publishing Tk% Case of Oscar Slater in defence of thftjfhan m 

SCpiSSR/Q 7985 

O-sign noun the open mouth of a very sick hospital patient. Medical 
wit; an especially humorous image when the 'O-sign' becomes the 
q-sign (as above but with the tongue hanging out) us. im 
Ossie Potter noun e name of a 

prominent Australian racehorse owner of the 1950 s Australia, 19m 
ossifer; occifer noun 1 | hr- n - Ar intend nal metathesis, 
spoken in imitation tfthe slurred speech of intoxication ikam 
ossified adjective very drunk US, mi 

OT and E adjective r-hred and en 1 "in 1 iet 
usage to describe children who are behaving unsociably. To be 
tired and emotional (drunk) is usually a condition for old#,f£imity 
mem bers uk . 19& 

other noun I but also 

homosexual. Mainly used as a bit of the other. Partridge, in the 
1 st edition of his Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English, 
1937 , suggests that the unqualified term indicates ’homosexuality 
as a criminal offence' and that tfcifc ijther alternative is 
'prostitution' uk, m? 

other half noun 1 n Ificar ther m 1 I 1 ife 
other lot noun the police uk 2001 
Other People noun among criminals, the police uk, 21m 
others noun homosexuals fM, 19% 

other side noun I 'in jail n 1 in a [ irase such as'gone 
over to tip c^tpr side Collected in 1960 Barbados, i960 

other thing noun ► do the other thing! used as an expression of’ 
contemptuou iismissal: do a u please! - ► the other 
thing 1 the pm hii|lwini 2 sexual intercourse. 

Eupheri5%S uk im 

OTL adjective distracted, foolish, stupid. An abbreviation of outto 


OTOH used as nternet shorthand to mean 'on the other hand' us 


OTR adjective literal! 1 1 H II I 1 i of the menstrual 

cycle; figuratively, complaining. An initialfsm of on the rag us m 
OTT adjective ti e I i he boundaries of onventional 
expectations; exaggerated. Ultimately from World War 1 troops 
leaving the trenches to attack the en^ffe'going over the top' wc 


otto; otter; otta adjective ei M 1 1 1 I in il) pence Polari, 

from Italian octo via parleyaree uk m3 
ouch noun an injury.pSf .19&. 
ouch! how unfortunate! us, 1997 
ouchy adjective ire US 1976 

oudish adjective used for expressing approval UK 2003 
ought hole noun in trucking, the lifting; > tion for the lowest 
gear us m 

OUghties noun 


ouija board noun 

racetrack us, 1951 

oul fella noun a father Ireland, 19 s? 

oul one; auld wan; old dear noun a mother 1989 
ounce man noun \ drug dealer at the 1 I- lie level, buying and 
" setfltfigrin ounces us i960 

ounce of baccy; ouncer noun a Pakistani. Rhyming slang for paki, 
formed from a measurement of tobacco uk 1992 
our concrete brethren noun members of the US Air Force. US 
Army usage US, M 

our friend with the talking brooch noun & uniformed police 
officer A reference to the police radio worn on the uniform's 

VK 1992 

out noun an excuse, an alibi, a means of avoiding responsibility or 
difficulty I*; Mu. ► on the out used ot a prisoner when not 
imprisoned uk 

out verb 1 to disclose another person's homosexuality. Usually done 
itB-a.'Pttbfiefigure, and most commphfytb one who is publicly 
anti-homosexual, such as J. Edgar Floover or the cadre of gay men 
-wtitt-Surrounded 1st Col. Oliver North in the Reagan White House 
us. 1990. 2 to suspend 01 ban s player or competitorAL«m/4 1962. 
► out someone’s light 1 wo tobago, 1987 

out adjective 1 publicly and cipei horn exual An abbreviation of 

the full 'out of the closet' uk 1979. 2 unfashionable; no longer 
fashionable uk 19a 3 no longer imprisoned uk 1974. 4 experiencing 
#te bleed period of the menstrual cycle us 2000 
out used in farewell ts isas 

outa here; outta here adjective about to leave us, 19m 
out-and-out adjective CM III etf il ( I li I 2 Ingoing 0/7, 1813 
out-and-outer noun horough-going ; rson 1 thing; an absolute 

J8I2 

outback noun 1 11“ 1 11 1 1 n Australia tralia. 1 to ►go 

outback in go 1 he toilet ir the >urp - if defecation 
AUStRAUA, 4979 

outback adjective situated in a remote country area Australia. 1893 
out-country noun li 1111 1 1 ietnam ir, used for inference to any 

itjfher country in Southeast Asia us, 1991 
outdoors adverb ► all outdoors a great amount us, 1830 
outer noun ► on the outer excluded from the mainstream; out of 
favour; ostracised Australia, 1902 

outerlimits noun a combination of crack cocaine and LSD UK 1993 


outers noun an excuse, an alibi; a means of escape, or of avoiding 
respopsi Wilty 1977 

outers adjective In in 1 fed li in a number of phrases that 
commence 'out of uk 2000 

outfit noun 1 1 2 iti 11 used in the 

illegal production of alcohol us, 1974. 3 heroin uk 2003. 4 the needle 
and syringe used to inject a drug 1 is, 19; 1. 5 a vehicle. Idaho usage 
PS 1997 

out for the count adjective 
out front adjective direct, honest 

outgribing noun a written contribution lo a single-interest fan 
magazine ussii^r’ 

outhole noun n pin II, the hole ben if 1 th flippers through 
Which a ball leaves pl^Wy mr ' 
outhouse noun in ; ike i full house hree < 1 kind and a pair) 

that is irffefipF'tp another full house band us. r?h 
outie noun an outward-turned navel us, 1966 
outie adverb ► be outie to leave-pt,i»5 

outlaw noun i i pi titute il i- iiru i i ervices of a pimp 

us 1935. 2 a works who has been identified as an activist 
troublemaker and thus I' acklisted ; is i 3 a horse that cannot be 
tamed or is wrydiffeitt© handle Australia 1900 
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outlaw | owt 


outlaw raft on the railways, to exceed the 16-hour maximum legal 
work IrftijtcK m 

outlaw adjective n roller derby, outside the official Roller Derby 
League us, 1999 

outlet noun a bootlegger's house Canada, 1999 

out like a light adjective suddenly and deeply unconscious uk km 

out of here used as a farewell us, jsSi 

out of it adjective 1 1 z ment I II s 1979 2 In an advanced a 
state of drug- qr drink-intoxication usi'tgtg: 

out of order; bang out of order adjective used to describe 
behaviour that is unacceptable uk, 1979 
out of sight; outasight adjective excellent, amazing. Nearly a 
hundred years old before being swept up as a core adjective of the 
1960s hippie lextcjjft'ss,. 

out of the money adjective in horse and dog racing, finished below 
third place us, im 

out of this world adjective extraordinary us. 192s 
out of town adjective used to describe behaviour that is 
unacceptable us w-e 

out of whack adjective out of tune, malfunctioning os, ms 
OUt-OUt verb to put- out BARBADOS 7965 

outro noun tl ic < i i li i u nI f music or broadcast- 

pfpgtirjimes, The opposite of intro (introduction) uk W7 
outrun verb ► outrun the note l i it i I, i longer than it 
takes to pay off the loan to buy AOs 1992 

outs noun in poker, the playing of a weak hand in the hope of a 
drastic Improvement in drawing us, 1979 
outside noun 1 than Alaska us, 

1900. 2 the world outside the armed forces us, isos 
outside adjective i ui l he ( Jinary 11 2 (of a child) 
illegitimate trinidadand tobago, 1952. 3 (of a lover) adulterous 
Trinidad and tobaso 1971. 4 in surfing, seaward of the swell US, nos 
outside adverb not in prison us i87i. ► get outside of to eat us 

outside! used I 1 I in 1 he attention of ther surfers the 
presence of an approaching sente Of waves seaward us w >see: 

COME OUTSIDE! 


overcoat noun 1 a coffin us 1949. 2 in pool, a player who has 
mastered the j ifbib!dS..qf a particular table us 1990 
overcoat maker noun ;, with more 

ten a passing reference to (wooden) overcoat (a coflrftuK mz 
overdue adjective 11 ed 1 1 11 linal 1 1 1 I 1 1 ig been convicted 

of a crime, is statistically likely to, or should; be found guilty of 
something (if there is any justice) Police use ok 1984 
overfix verb US, 1972 

overground noun 1. 1 milieu 1 pr iou 

underground culture ukiffl 
overjolt noun a drug overdose us, 1959 
overjolt verb to.Suffer a drugpyertefeUK >983 
overland route noun ► to take the overland route in horse 
racing, to race on the outside portion of the track because a tipfe 
prefers passing around a pack to accelerating through it ns rm 
overlay noun e that should 

win a race is given higher odds than it should us, 19 65 
over-much adjective astonishing, attedIt to belie# yi: >968 
over my dead body used as an expression of the strongest will to 
resist. Hyperbole uk. 193$. 

overparted adjective having been cast in a pari that demands more 
of an actor than he or she is capable of UK 2003 
overripe fruit noun c 1979 

over-round adjective u '' I dm ,hen the probable or actual 
pro® rUf^in is entirely in a bookmaker's fevouru< m 
overs noun 1 mt re 1 1 thar u need 2 surplus or 

undivided profit from , rime 3m ne 1 bookmaker has 

overpaid UK >99>. 4 a wager at odds better than those prevailing 
elsewhere; any extravagence Australia ?«;. sin a game of poker, 
: 1j|e small amount of money left in the centre of the table after a 
pot is divined among :wo or more players, held over for the next 
hand us >988 

over there noun n E / during 

World War 1 Australia, mz 

over the shoulder boulder holder noun a brassiere uk, 1998 
ovies noun overtime pay uk 2002 

ow noun ► on the ow not in prison A shortening of'on the 
outside* uk, 2002 


outside child noun an iij^rrHatecfttrd C^TMAA/tsuiwos, ms 
outside work noun any external alteration of dice for cheating us, 

outstanding adjective excell lish converted to 

Sang by attitude and a .drawn-out pronunciation us im 
out there adjective 1 in a state of extreme marijuana-intoxication us, 
1977. 2 in the alternative society; out ol the mainstream us, 1975. 

3 crazy, mentally figpjjs >996 

out ticket noun in I e rai ng inning be not presented for 
payment on the day of the race us, m2 

out to lunch 

group e-xpiectatiqns; distracted;crazy us. tsss 
oven noun ► in the oven | nant. Es[ II 11 die phrase'bun 
■'iMthe oven' uk mr 

over adjective i inal wrestling 

usage us 19 09 . 2 disgusted by, done with us m 3 
overamp verb to overdose on narcotics US, >967 
over-and-under noun i i rapsi. ntainir h i barbiturate and 
an amphetamine us. 1973. 2 an M-16 rifle with an M-79 grenade 
launcher tube under the rifle barrel us 1972 
overboard adjective drunk us, im. ► go overboard 1 to be over- 
enthusiastic about something, to exaggerate us mi. 2 to refuse or 
faijfsipay a gambling debt us, >947 
over-boogie verb to over-indulge in [he pleasures of vice us m2 
overbroke adjective 1 1 III 11 itt 1 profit margin for the 
bookmaker uk mi 


OW noun a wife, a girlfriend Citizens' band radio slang, abbreviated 
from OLD WOMAN UK 1981 
owf; owff verb to steal uk 2003 

owie noun any minor injury Children's vocabulary us, ress 
o-without noun m at iii - 11 11 lined without the protection 

of a condom, especially when advertised as a service offered by a 
prostitute. From o-levels (oral sex) uk 2003 
owl noun 1 on the rail 11 hin 1 1 li he night, such as a 

late-night train us >946. 2 marijuana A possibe play on hooter (a 
large marijuana; cigarette) uk 20m 

owlhead noun evolver 

manufactured by Iyer Johnson Arms, featuring an owlhead logo; 
later applied to any revolver. US 3927 
Owl Shit Junction noun te town us 1077 

own verb to dominate; to command comp ele deference us, 1 997 
ownio adjective ► on your ownio alor##f»sjtt m2 
ownsome adjective ► on your ownsome alone uk 1939 
own up verb to admit, to confess us, iss 3 
own-way adjective obslinale, mulish Barbados, ms 
Owsley; Owsley acid; owsley noun high quality LSD. From the 
name of legendary LSD manufacturer Augustus Owsley Stanley III. 
Other variations include: 'Owsley blue dot'; 'Owsley blues'; 'Owsley 
power'; 'Owsley purple'; purple owsley 'pink Owsley'; 'white 
Owsley'; 'Owsley's stufF; 'Owsleys* ui 1x7 

owt noun somethin .. - ialect 1 I It m northern 

England for conventional 'aught'; made popular by the televison 
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programme CorotiMkfn Street, and in clichdd phrases such as "yoa* 
don't get owt for n&Nf'UK m7 

owzat?; zat? ow’s that? uk 1934 

Oxford noun &0l0-A}StoVW 1990 

Oxford bag noun a cigarette. Rhyming slang for fag uk 193& 

Oxford scholar; Oxford; scholar nouni (of pre-decimalisation 
currency) five shillings; (post-197 ) 25p Rhyming slang for dollar 
(five shillings). The Oxford English Dictionary notes reported usage 
in southwest England in the 870s ( ik 1938. 2 a dollar. Rhyming 

slang AUSTRALIA, 1937 

Oxo cube noun lang for the 

tube based on the branded beef extract, manufactured in .cube 
form siftce 1908 uk 19a 
oxy noun the synthetic opiate oxycodoi 
capsule of OxyContin™ us, 2000 

oxy adjective having a econd-hand 1 I i a; earance Derives 
from the appearance of'gocxjs .sold in the charity shops of Oxfarm 

oxygen section noun eat na 1 1 In n 1 liseum that are high 
up and far from the aCfoh us, m3 
oy gevalt! used I r expr in 1 nmen pr dismay or delight 
Yiddish from German us. rm 

oyster noun 1 the vagina From 1 1 ima e Hi- labia but note also 
the following sense as 'the mouth' uk 1707. 2 Hie mouth, especially 
as an instrument of homosexual oral sex. Following from the 


previous sense uk 2002. 3 a gob of thick phlegm From the 
appearance. First recorded in A Classical Dictionary of the Vulgar 
Tongue, Francis Gfose, 1785, with the further observation 'sp t. oy a, 
consumptive man' uk im 
oyster stew noun cOcaifte’tf/r; 2002 
oy vey! used for expre ing urprise oddish us, 1992 
Oz nickname Australia. Although the pronunciation would always have 
had a final 2 (the 's’ becomes voiced) it was first recorded as 'Qss' 
in 1908 (Australian National Dictionary ), and not as 'Oz' until 
1944, which spellfflJKfe partially influenced by the immensely 
popular 1939 film The Wizard ofi^i Became common in the 
1970s AUSTRALIA, 1903 
Oz adjective Austiaiiah AUSTRALIA, 1974 

OZ; oh-zee noun m ur e in 1 in m 1 ther drugs. Spelling out 
the standard.abbreviatidrt for 'ounce' is, >933 

ozone noun 1 the highest eat in 1 tadiur.iditorium, farthest 

from the action us. nun. 2 a state of drug 01 alcohol intoxication us, 
1971. 3 phencyclidine, the recreational drug known as PCP or angel 
dust us, 1994. 4 marijuana uk 2003 
ozoner noun an outdoor cinema us, ms 

ozone ranger noun pe >n I > appear 1 li - 111 an inner-world, 
not necessarily as a result of drug or alcohol consumption us ms 
ozone theatre noun an outdoor cinema us. 1957 
Ozzie adjective Australian iriant pel I ing, representing 
.gforiuncMin, of aussie Australia, ms 
ozzy; ozzie noun usee: hozzy 




pp 


P noun i pure or nearly pure heroin i is, 1971. 2 a Vietnamese piastre 
196s 

P adjective 1 pretty H urn ith usage 2 a price uk 1997 

-p suffix used for turning a word into a question us. mi 
P-38 noun 1 a polr - ue !8 1 ibre evolve n, 2 in Vietnam 
war usage, the small can-opener included with individual field 
cations, A humorous application of bureaucratic nomenclature ts, 


pack horse noun a person, usuall 1 nil h 1 rings contraband 
into prison us. 1934 

packie noun an off-licence. From US states where off-licences are 
knfiijtfas 'package stores' us. mt 

pack in; pack up verb to stop; to cease an activity; to retire us m2 
pack of rocks noun | id to 1 I-1 - n F marijuana fashioned 
in the manner of cigarettes. An abbreviation of 'pack of rockets' 


P 45 noun ► give someone their P 45 to break off a romantic 
relationship with someone. A P45 is the form given by an 
employer to a dismissed employ e&uK: Scotland. 1996 
pa noun a father; used to address your father. An abbreviation of 

PA a prosecuting att&tn.|yi£/fi m2 

Pablo noun cocaine In 1 1 

(1949-9$. of the msd'Sj.ffe Cartdi'iS:i996 
Pachuco noun i young Mexican-American > i illy a tough or 
gang member. A highly stylised feshlon sense, a private language 
and a rage against white oppression of the 1940s US »■;»« 

Pacific steroid noun the S Common in 

conversation in New Zealand, since the 1990s new zeAtANbuxo? 
pack noun i a package of illegal drugs, especially heroin. Also variant 
‘packet’ us, 1952. 2 marijuana uk. i ■ 3 in the used car business, a 
fixed amount that is added to the price the dealer has paid for the 
car us, 1975. ► go to the pack ^1 -11 tralia 1919 

pack verb 1 to carr 1 ea[ n, u ill icealed one us. 1949. 2 to 
tuck the male genitals into the left or right trouser legos, 1972. 3 to 
be fearful. A shortening of pack shit Australia, ms. 4 while 
snowboarding, to hit the snow hard us, cm. 5 lo take someone 
along on a motorcyle cruise us i%i,. ► pack a punch of a thing, 
to be powerful. A figurative use of the pugi istic sense us ms. 

► pack a rod to carry a gun. In iterature by 1940 us, mo. 

► pack a sad to break 11 1 iti >n 1 | 1, Zealand, cm. 

► pack a shitty 1 2 

Zealand, 1998. ► pack death to be fearful Australia ms. ► pack 
double to cam, i pa enger on 1 mot 1 /lei w ► pack 
fudge to pis ► pack heat to 

carry a gun us, mo. ► pack it to be fearful. Euphemistic for pack 
shit Australia, ms. ► pack shit; pack the shits to be fearful. 

The metaphor is of one so scared that they are straining not to 
► pack the cracks to endure 

injections of collagen us urn. ► pack the payment in new car 
sales, to make a sale for a price s ightly below what the customer 
has aidtheyare In i ei ► pack’em; pack 

them to be fe pack the suns Australia, 1944 

package noun 1 1 1111 1 genital 1 eer through trousers us 1997. 

2 a good-looking woman us 1945. 3 the female posterior us 2001. 4 a 
sexually transmitted infection, especially gonorrhoea us, 1950. sAIDS 
or HIV us, 2002 

package of trouble noun the bleed period of the menstrual cycle 

pack away verb to£§r«Ss^ food.kS'Irink with gusto Australia, 1972 
Packer-backer-maki noun 1 beer-drinkin n uit wearing, Skoal- 
chewing, snowmobi e-riding fan of die Green Bay Packer pro¬ 
fessional football team. Michigan Upper Pen insula.usage us 2004 
packet noun 111 ie mil 1 II 1 11 1 be hinted at or 
imagined when dressed, usually ma e Gay slang uk 2002. 2 a large 
Siqm of (OBfiefUK 4922 

packet of three; pack of three noun a packet of three condoms. 

A dated semi-euphemism that was widespread before the onset of 
AIDS and the subsequent positive marketing for oondomstr 1996 


pack OUt verb ^0p^k^}Lfr H AFRICA, 1969 

pack-rape noun rape by a gang of men in succession Australia, 19 69 
pack-rape verb (of a gang of men) to serially rape a woman 

AUSTRAUA, 7965 

pack-rapist noun pe 1 I mm its pad ape Australia, 1972 
pack-sack citizen noun a short-tern esident 1 iny place, living, as 
It were, out of a packsack (backpack or rucksack) Canada, me 
pack up verb i ea in 11 thin 1 retire from work (of a 

machine etc' 1 to; in I luse a fault u/c 1925 ► pack 
up shop to cease trading uk 20m 
pacotee noun a exual ivailab man. Froi 1 the French and 
Spanish for 'inferior goods', at times corrupted back into English 
as 'pack 0’ tea' trinidad and Tobago, 1950 
pacy; pacey adjective fast, speedy uk 1900 

pad noun 1 an apartment > hou room > ially a bedroom. In 
the CT8 'pad' referred to a bed. By the 1930s, it took on the new 
meaning and was spread by jazz musicians. Still heard, with a retro 
feel us ms. 2 i 3 4 1 led cell 

uk, 7996. 5 the bribery paid by a criminal enterprise to police us 
1970. 6 an animal track Australia, mu. ► on the pad bribed us 1971 
pad verb 1 to reside s 1 2 (used f[ 1 - id to the narcotics 

confiscated from a suspecl in ordei to render the charge against 
;hr ► pad the ring n horse racing, to 

place many small bets on several horses in a race while placing a 
large .bet on one horse away from the tracferaping that Bi^Jmall 
bets on other horses wlp-drive the odds on;pur horse up us. 
paddle noun on the n 1 1 emaphore signal us, 7977 

paddle verb in h rse racin h lar 11 1 1 1 uccess Australia, 

7989. ► paddle the pickle (of a male) to masturbate us. 1967. 

► paddle the pink canoe (of a female) to masturbate uk 2004 
paddle bull noun a young male moose, whose unbranched antlers 
low* tabfe'tefnms bats Canada, 1 989 
paddle pop noun -aland, ms 

paddock-basher noui id to drive around a 

country property Australia, m3 
pad down verb to go to steep us, 1993 

paddy noun 1 a white person us. 1945. 2 a police officer us, 1946. 3 a 
temper, a rage uk 1 m 
Paddy noun a^mgBjgfifk m 

Paddy nickname used 1 1 11 li 111 1 1 lii I mu Diminutive of 

'.Site name Patrick uk 1 *§ 

Paddy and Mick noun a pick- axe. Rhyming slang, drawing on the 
stereotype of Irish labourers uk ms 
Paddy and Mick adjective stupift. Rhyming slang for thick, drawing 
on an Irish slereolype uk m2 

paddy hustler noui ale as victims 

US, 1970 

Paddy McGuigan noun 11111 ng.jiggir la rhyming slang for 
'jiggin', formed on no Irishman in particular uk Scotland, 1996 






Paddy McGuire | Pakistaner 


Paddy McGuire noun li ',la rhymir ing formed on no 
rishman in particular uk Scotland, ms 
Paddy O'Rourke verb to talk. Rhyming slarig; derivation unknown 


Paddy's Day nickname St Patrick Day A national holiday in Ireland 
to celebrate St Patrick, Ireland's patron saint Ireland, 2003 
Paddy's pig noun the epitom 1 1 1 1 1 

Paddy's taxi noun a police ’Par#’ car uk rxs 
paddy strength noun in tin letnan tr h < 'inbat strength of a 
unit, measured by the actual number of troops in the field us, n74 
Paddy’s Wigwam nickname 11 e R man ( I < Metropolitan 
Cathedral in Liverpool ‘Wigwam’ is an obvious simile for the 
shape of the 1960s building, paddy a OTtimli 

perception dft|ftrf@S Catholics uk 200) 
paddy wagon noun a police transport van us, 1909 
Paddy water noun Guinness™ Irish stout From paddy (an Irish 
parson) ukxoo 

paddywood noun a white.person. Not usedjpdpy us, m> 
padiddle noun r car with onl flight fun n tning A childish 

word for the childish activity of spotting cars with one broken 
headlight us, 197s 

padlock noun I COCK UK, 1972 

pad mate noun in ptistsn, the; irifnate-with whom a c@|1jrshared. 
From pad (a cel \)uk 19% 

pad roll noun 1 ni ed r the li - killed cheat, best 
made on a blanket spread on the ground us »-■ 

pad-roll vert to mil lice in ontrollei fast.. called because it 

can best be made,art" a blanket, rug or other soft pad us, tsm 
padrone; padroni noun a boss (especially In a gangster-related 
context). From Italian padrtme (an owner, master), via films about 
flip mafia. The plural is 'padroni) Italy, 2m 
pads noun tyres. Biker (motorcyle) usage us, 2003 
pad shark noun a pi 1 ' 1 ill rom < I 1 ells From pad (a 
ceil) UK 1996 

paedie-pump noun 1 1 i-i letrainir - ornbysex 

offenders. Based on an abbreviation of 'paedophile'. In use August 
20021*. a*? 

paedo noun used as a hortf n fpaed ill 1 paedophile and 
related terms. The Greek for 'child', used as the root for many 
conventional terms, has lately been been associated in the public 
imagination with the worst of its nsestx. wev 
Pag noun the short opera Pagliacci ay Ruggero Leoncavallo uk, cm 
page noun one thousand doses of LSD soaked Into paper us, 1999 
page biz noun the publishing business. Combines biz (a business) 
with a small example- ls, 2002 

page oner noun a screenplay in need of a complete rewrite us 1997 
page three girl noun a girl whose scantily clad, or nude, picture 
appears as a newspaper pin-up. I rom a 'Page I hree' feature in The 
Sun bof applied far more widely uk rgg- 

pagger verb 

influenced by bugger (to ruin) uk 1979 
paggered adjective drunk. From pagger, hence 'smashed' (drunk) uk 

pagne noun A pun uk 


pagoda noun in horse racing, the stand where race officials are 
seated -fast 

paid adjective financially stable if not wealthy us ms 

pail noun the stomach. An abbreviation of 'lunch pail' (a container) 

US. 1945 

pain noun an irritation; an annoying person UK 1933 
Pain noun Mam tre 11 innip In I it it rossing of Portage 
is the exact centre. 'Pain' for 'Main' at the intersection ofPMage 
Street is evocative of windy, veiy-jsgy winter weather Canada, 2001 


pain in the ass; pain in the arse; pain in the backside noun a 

great nuisance us, 1934 

pain in the neck noun 1 2 a cheque 

RffySiferg slang uk 1992 

pain in the net noun a person who posts inflammatory attacks on 
Internet discussion groups os, 1991 

pain slut noun 1 | “i 1 11 ieri 11 I 1 1 rt ion from physi¬ 

cal and verbal abuse uk 199 6 

paint nouni ms 2 sing 

track Australia, 7965. 3 in card games, a face card or a ten us, ms. 

► come round on the paint of a racehorse, ta take a bend on 
the inside AUSTRALIA, 1953 

paint rert 1 to appl 1 4 u[ 2 in I I til poker, to draw a 

face card to a hand 0' four low cards us i%7. 3 in hearts, to play a 
heart on a non-heart trick us, 1987. 4 to mark a target with laser 
beams. Gulf war usage us mi. ► paint the barn to apply 
makeup Canada. 2cm. ► paint the bus to change something's 
appearance without changing its basic foundations os, 1974. 

► paint the town red in the town us, 


painted pony noun in circus and: carnival usage ,m 
painter noun 1 a card cheat ho mar 'in for identification in 
another player's hand us, 199 2 a firefighter assigned to a hook- 
and-ladder truck. Owing to the ladder us, 1954 

painters noun ► have the painters in; painters are in to be in 

the bleed period of the menstrua cycle A euphemistic fact of life 


paint-stripper noun cheap and nasty ajsbhbl uk, 1999 
paipsey adjective Ugly BARBADOS rass 

pair noun 1 a pair of female breasts us. 7957. 2 a pair of testicles, 
hqnte manliness or courage us. ms 
pair of ducks; pair noun in cricket, the score oka batsman who Is 
out for no score in each eg of a match ■ rom duck (zero) uk 2003 
pair of fives; pair of nickels noun fifty-five miles an hour, the 
nearly uniform road speed limit irt the IJS in the mid-1970s US, 7976 
pair of nostrils noun 1 1 vf 1 gut I mi 1 the appearance of 
tht' : it|fLUJC. 2002 

pair of panties noun \ the French term parapente 

(paragliding)®,fist? 

paisan; paisano noun an Italian-American; used as a term of 
address that evokes a common heritage, especially Italian us 1947 
pajamanoun the 01 1 mething 1 Ip int at bedtime us. ms 
pajama wagon noun in trucking, a truck cab with a factory- 
manufactured sleeping compartment us, 1971 
Pak noun Pakistan uk 2004 

pakalolo noun form Hawaii us, mi 

pakapoo ticket noun or overly 

complicated. Pakapoo A ,1 Chinese gambling game that appears to 
outsiders to be quite complicated Australia, 1951 

Paki adjective Pakistani UK 7 984 

Paki; paki; pakki; Pak noun I 1 ini in Asian or Afro-Asian 
immigrant; loosely, any native of the Indian subcontinent; 

Pakistan. Derogatory or patronising uk, 1964 
Paki-basher; Pakki-basher noun a violent racist who, usually as 
part of a group, attacks members of the Asian community uk 1970 
Paki-bashing; Pakki-bashing noun an organised or opportunistic 
assaulting of Asian immigrants by gangs of white youths. Political 
sad racist agenda are claimed in an attempt to dignify these 
attacks by thrill-seeking youths; however, it is worth noting that aft 
average paki-basher is unable to draw a distinction between 
targeted races. This social phenomenon seems to have originated 
in London anrftccpvtues sporadically, nationwide uk 1970 
Paki pox noun smallpox I rom ill-informed racist opinion uk 1 984 
Pakistaner noun turn Africa. 2003 




Pakistani black; paki black | pant 


Pakistani black; paki black noun a polert, black-brown marijuana 
cultivated in Pakistan In othei contexts the use of'Paki' may be 
•sAen as derogatory, in this case it is attachetfto a high quality 

product UK 1998 

Paklish adjective f Anglo-Pakistan I rtha traua, 2003 
pal noun 1 a close friend; used as a term of address, usually 
sarcastically. From the English, Turkish and Transylvanian Romany 
longues UK mi 2a studio musician us. 1982 
palace noun a brakevan tbfcSsSef>us 1946 
Palace of Varieties nickname the House of Commons. A derisive 
allusion to a place of entertsmmeftfMc 1999 
pal around verb to associate with; 1.0 socialise with us, 1379 
palatic adjective drunk A drunken slurring of paralytic (drunk) uk isss 
palaver noun bu in 1 1 1 1 r busir that is complicated 

or annoying, an unnecessary fuss uk, 1899 
palaver verb to talk; to chat; to argue UK 1733 
paleets noun used as a male-to-male term of address An 
embellished 'pat trinidadand tobago, 197 6 
pale-face noun len spol it i black per 1 t white person. 

From C18 American Indian usage US, 1949 
palf noun Palfium, a heroin substitute Ireland, 1996 
palintoshed adjective drunk uk, 2002 
palled-in adjective cohabiting with a woman UK, i 98 t 
palliness noun comradeship, the condition of being pals ok 1937 
pallish adjective friendly uk m2 

Pall Mall noun a il I. Ian formed n the London street; 

recorded as ‘now obsolete' by Julian Franklyn, A Dictionary of 
Rhyming Slang, 1960, who explained the rhyme as 'SbCtney 
dialect makes Paow Maow - Gaow'. Despite Franklyn's assertion, it 
Is apparently still in circulation m 199s 
pally noun a frj|rt| a comrade us, 
pally adjective ffmnQlym, 1895 

pally up verb to make friendly overtures; to make friends uk 2002 
palm noun napalm, Vietnam war usage us. 1991 
palming noun masturbation Bahamas, 1982 
palm oil noun 1 a bribe 1 ik 1627. 2 a gratuity us, 1949 
palm shiner noun 1 rmbli ject that reflects the image of 

cards, small enough to be held in the user's hand us 1997 
palm-walmer noun a person who-tips iu$ 
palone-omee noun a lesbian. Polari; a combination of'palone' (a 
woman) and 'omee' (a man), the reverse order 'omee-palone' 
means a male, homosexual uk 2992 
palonie noun a circus pony used in comedy routines uk 1953 
palooka noun craft. Originally a 

boxing term us, 1925 

palsy-walsy adjective friendly, often with an undertone of insincerity 

US, 1937 

pal up verb to make friends tiSOiglf.- 

pamp verb to place or put something somewhere uk Scotland, 1990 
pamphlet noun one ounce ofadiru| ; tff, i$» 
pan noun the face us, 1923. ► on the pan (used of a truck driver) 
summoned to appear before a pub ic utility commission for 
yrotaSon&bf driving laws us, mi 

pan verb 1 to criticise something as unsuccessful us. mi. 2 to utterly 
defeat someone in a fight; to thrash someone uk 2002. *to beg. An 
abbreviation of 'panhandle' iis 1997 
Panama cut noun a variety of marijuana cultivated In Panama uk 


Panama gold; Panamanian gold noun a poterttf-gdidJeafAtf 
marijuana cultivated in Panama us, 1968 
Panama red; Panamanian red noun a potent variety of marijuSW 
cultivated in Panama US, i%t 


panatella noun 1 im in m 1 arette 2 potent marijuana, 

especially thal originating in South or Central America us, 19 56 
panatic noun 1 A 1, die-hard far 1 II nnd music trinidad 
AND TOBAGO, 1988 

pan breid adjective lead. Glasgo d ning lang for'pan bread'(a 
type of crusty loaf) uk Scotland, 1988 
pancake verb le the car, to 

drop.ai#enly first the back and then the of a car us, 19m 
pancake saddlenoun ' in inda, an E igli h saddle Canada, 

panda car; panda noun a bla I .1 1 I vhite x 1 e patrol car, hence a 
police patro car I he logic A black and white: ihe car was 
introduced at a time when the pandas at lobefesrSlbo were 
..ffiaking headlines 14^966 

Pandemonium World Scareways nickname US airline company 
Pan Am. Most air ines attract jocular variations of their names: 

Pan Include 'Painful, Nauseating and Miserable' and 
(Passengers Always Neglected at Mealtimes' us. mp 
P and Q noun solitary confinement in prison. Abbreviated 'peace 
and quiet us, m2 

pane noun a dose of LSD 0 A shortened 

form of WINDOWPANE US, 1994 


panel-beater noun nn empl ee in a car t I hop Australia, 1984 
panel house noun 1 I 1 hel th slidir ill through which thieves 
steal from the clothes of custom#? us, 1 848 
panels of fences noun in horse racing, a long lead Australia, ms 

pangonadalot noun heroin us 197} 
panhandle verb to beg us. i884 

panhandler noun 1 a beggar US. 1897. 2 a nurse. Jocular reference to 
bedpans us, 19m 

panic nouni a widespread unavai ability of an illegal drug us 1937. 2 a 
very goodetime us ms 

panic button noun any switch or button which activates an 
emergency alarm, or summons urgent assistance, or stops a 
mechanical operation UK im 

panic flip noun in pinball, the premature activation of a flipper us, 

panic merchant noun a person who habitually panics Australia, m2 
panic stations noun 1 1 mi 1 I m 1 larmed r confused 
thinking. A jocular adaptation of the military term 'action stations' 

pan-loaf adjective i up ior . tali 1 ell-to-do Glasgow 

rhyming slang for toff - ,1 good rhyme in die local accent - 
formed from a type of bread with a soft crust UKiSCgfmND 19m 
pannikin boss noun a person with a modest amount of authority; a 
minor boss; a foreman Australia, is 98 
panno noun 1 a 2 nan. An abbrevi- 

atiiftff PANNIKIN BOSS AUSTRALIA, 1957 
panoramas noun lang uk 1992 

pan outve/t (of an event) to turn out; 1.0 result. A figurative appli¬ 
cation of panning for gold US, i87i 
pansy noun a male homosexual; an effeminate man uk 1929 
pansy-ass adyecf/VeSfl&hinate, weak us, 2002 
pansy-boy noun 11 eminal nal 1 1 1 ual Australia, 1976 
pansy-man noun \rbuda. 1999 

pansy patch nickname m area in est Holl I ( alifornia, largely 
populated by homosexual men since the 1960s us, 1971 
Pansy Potters noun 1 1 1 locument in meone who is 
dismissed from employment. Glasgow rhyming slang for jotters, 
formed oh a comic strip character uk: Scotland, 19 % 
pansy prattle noun the snide remarks and witty insults character- 
istic of male homosexual banter us, reso 


pant noun trousers India, i.979 
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panther noun a condom I he image of a large black beast. Collected 
from UK prisoners in May, 2002 Jamaica, 2002 
panther breath noun 1 11 He f nam ictured whisky us, 1999 
panther juice noun strong, homemade alcohol us, i960 

panther piss noun I him i II 111 h 

panther sweat noun 1 him il 11 nd Italian ermouth mixed as 
a potent drink. After the US slang for inferior whisky. Reported by 
• $ correspondent of Partridge as in Beatnik use around IfSf, but 
not recorded until 1984 uk, m4. 2 low quality whisky os, 1977 
pantload noun a great deal fiFsomethirig us, ms 
pant moustache noun a fringe of pubic hair that escapes the con- 
ftJtS&fof a female's underwear or swimwear uk, 20m 
pantomime cow noun a 1 1 1 rgumen fit ling slang uk; 799s 

pants noun 1 riihl 1, non ise en applied Ijectivally uk, ms. 

2 0 re restrained 

us, J965 ► frighten the pants off; scare the pants off to 
frighten or scare someone, especially severely or (when horror is 
presented ► get into 

someone's pants to si ■ with someone 

-IS *2 

pants verb to | ul 11 i 1 i i I 11 part of a prank or 

practical joke us. m 9 

pants adjective lhat is very easily done uk 

Sd&tjjAND, 1996 

pants and vest; pants noun 

pantsful noun a great deal, especially of something bad. A 
suggestion ol a lot of excrement us, 1993 
pantsman noun 1 imanise ralia ms 
pants rabbits noun ut 1 I lice; fleas us 1949 
panty hamster noun the vagina uk 2tm„ 
pantyman noun an effeminate heterosexual man; a homosexual 
nhan mWo^^iB xeak^.im 
pantypop verb to $jffass 

panty raid noun 1 liege fad in h h male tudents invade the 


panty-stretcher noun a h“ti omar Al recorded in UK usage 

US. 1976 

pantywaist noun a weakling or coward; a homosexual man us 1936 
pantzilla noun II ifil citra nar I iagra, an anti- 

impotence drug taken recreationally for performance 
enhancement, in combination with other chemiSa|Jft}at stimulate 
*|fte sexual appetites. A jocular reference to the manttgr in your 
underpants. The monster, of course, is GScfeilia uk 2 ®i 
pan up verb to prepare a powdered drug for heating prior to 
injectin'®, i 977 

Panzer noun a Mercedes-Benz car us. 7997 


paparazzi noun press photographers who specialise in the 
sensational and the celebrated, or a single photographer similarly 
engaged. From the Italian paparazzo which is the correct, though 
rarely used, singular form. Named after a charactenth.to Dolce 
Vita, a 1960 film by Frederiop Wpi£?C i96s 
pape noun a R01111 1 1I1 A I rtenin 1 ; jpist uk scotiand , 

paper noun 1 r 2 '3 personal 

identification papers us m2 4 promotiona literature produced as 
part of a telephone sales swindle us i 9 ss. 5 a free pass to a per¬ 
formance uk 1785 . 6 a cheque us, 1972. 7 a speeding ticket: us. to,. 

8 a deck of cards that have been marked lot cheating us, 0,2 

9 heroin sold in a papei packet; a folded papei containing any 

powdered drug us 79. 10 probation in lieu of a jail sentence; 


parole from prison us n/i. 11 an underworld contract to have 
someftf^ukilled us, m3 

paper verb ► paper the house to give away free tickets to an 
event in order to secure a large audience uk. rss9 

paper acid noun L 

paper and plastic noun in gamb ng ..bination of cash and 

betting chips. A play on the grocery clerk's query toa dustomer - 
'Paper or plastic bagf.jp'7996 

paper asshole noun 1 II 1 1 1 it n it ittached to holes 

punched on a piece ol paper to prevent the page from ripping out 
of a binder. The object is shaped like a small Ife buoy, visually 
evocative to some of an anus. Collected from union negotiating 
committee members in northern California; September 2002 us, 

paper bag noun ► go pop like a paper bag (of a woman) to 
copulate vigorously Australia, cm. ► you couldn't fight your 
way out of a paper bag; you couldn’t punch your way out 
of a paper bag 1 I li I th hird person, used of) a 

person boasting (2 strength it fighting abi ity Australia, mi 
paper bag; paper verb 1 lang uk 1992 

paperbag case noun :rn ng 1 11 - 11 estion that the paper 
bag be worn over her head us me, 
paper blunt noun a marijuana cigarette uk 2003- 
paper boy noun 1 fru lealer | .11- a heroin dealer. Because 

heroin is often sold in papei envelopes; punning on a newspaper 
delivery boy us, 

papered adjective used of a stadium or an auditorium filled by 
people given nee tickets us ms 

paper grower noun 

paper-hang noun the passing of counterfeit money or forged 
securities cc#® 

paper-hanger noun 1 a en m ml ho | tise is the use of 
fraudulent securities us. 1954. 2 in trucking, a police officer writing a 
ticket is,Mm: 

paper hat noun a fool,.!pyfoin§;S(ahg for twat Uk ms 
paper mushrooms noun LSD LSD on boiling paper having the 
hallucinogenic properties of magic mushroom(s) uk ms 
paper-puncher noun used as a jocular description of a handgun 
target shooter us. 1957 

paper-pusher noun 1 a nureaucral, n the military, anyone with a 
desk job and nol in combat us. mo. 2 a person who places 
■counterfeit money into circulation- us ms 
papers noun 1 2000 

paper soldier noun t rear-ar militai 1 nnel who supported 
those iricbmbat us 19m 

paper time noun 11 1 liti I 1 II I 1 ) prison entence 

because of public ity surrounding the crime, criminal and/or trial 

U$. 1962 

paper top noun a donvfrtvbte car top ' 
paperweight noun 1 in Is e racing ei 1 II weight allowance 
in a weight-handicapped event Australia, 1989. 2 a railway office 

paperwork noun 1 1 1 1 1 11 1 1 I 1 irds as part of a 
cheating scheme us, m2. 2 a speeding ticket us. me. 3 money; 
currency npj*@lLt/tS mz 

papes noun 1 2 

pappy noun a father. A childish, rural ring us, m3 

pappy-mammy noun > tobago. me 

pappyshow noun a fool, or someone who presents the appearance 
of a fool. A corruption til 'puppet show' trinidad and tobago, mo 
papsnounpies 11 m| hi h e ialise in the sensational and 
the celebrated. An abbreviation of paparazzi uk 2002 


par 


below par; under par less fiaft average or less 
projected A term that migrated from conventic 1 il Li glish 
golf and then back ihtft broader slang usage iM.. im 


than 
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para | par-ty! 


para noun i a paratrooper us mi. 2 paranoia, especially as a result of 
drug abuse uk, 1996 

para; parro adjective 1 paranoid uk, me,. 2 drunk. A shortening of 

PARALYTIC AUSTRALIA, 1988 

parachute noun i n in i fcracki icaine and phencyclidine, 
hie recreational drug known as PCP or angel dust uk, ns. 2 heroin. 
From its effect of slowing down other drug highs uk 2002 
parade noun in 1 striptease si the dance fully clothed walk 
across the stage before beginning to strip us, 1945 
paradise noun the highest gallery in a theatre uk, 1952 
paradise stroke noun (generally plural) the final thrust before male 
orgasm uk im 

paradise white; paradise noun cocaine uk ms 
paraffin lamp; paraffin noun a tramp, a homeless person; used as 
an insult for someorle 111 rteed of a wash Rhyming slang uk 19.17 
paraffin oil; paraffin noun 1 1- ,i il 1 mug slang (a good 
rhyme in a local accent) uk Scotland, ms 
parakeet noun a Pu&tSRtcan vs, raea 
parallel adjective I ;e us, m2 

paralysis by analysis noun in 1 ii r pi u II over-thinking a 


paralytic; paraletic m#yect/ve very drunMwnk and incapable. 
'Paraletic' is a phonetic 11 isspelling Australia, mi 

parboiled adjective drunk us, 19a 

parcel noun a quantity of stolen goods being delivered to the 
receiver. A specialisation of the conventional sense uk mi 
pard noun partne - t inite e ern flavour; a highly affected 
shortening of 'partner' us, isso 

pardner noun used as a term of address, male-to-male. Used with an 
intentional folksiness that harkens to cowboy films us 1 795 

pardon me for living!; pardon me for breathing! used as an 
elaborate mock apology offered in answer for a minor error or 
trivial 1 criticism uk mi 

Paree; Gay Paree noun Paris, France. the French 
pronunciation uk im 
parental units noun your parents us, m 
parish bull noun a mad with illegitimate children Bermuda, ms 
park verb 1 to 1 ne in a pos¬ 

ition of some safety or convenience. Often extended - in 
worldwide vMtotfbns - as an invitation or imperative; 'park your 
arse!' 'park your carcass!' 'park yourfanny!' 'park your frame!' and, 
the nautically inspired, 'park your stern!' uk 1908. 2 to stay at a 
place for a short time Australia, mi. 3 to engage in sexual foreplay 
in a parked car us, 1972. 4 to give A shortening of obsolete Parker 

uk 1972. ► park a custard 1 .per la ociety usage uk 

m2. ► park a tiger; park the tiger to vomit Australia, ms. 

► park it ► park the 

ball in pool, to leave the cue bal roughly in Hie centre of the 
table after an ► park your carcass 

(of a person) t ► where I’d like to park 

my bike said by imanofa 1111 1 lered 1 1 r exual object. 

The wheel of a bicycle is held in a slot, which puns on vagina uk 


parked out adjective in hor - ra< ng, said of horses forced to the 
outside iifrturns us, 1994 

Parker noun a chauffeur In 

Thunderbirds (a cult television series ofthegarly 1960 s, relaunched 
iftthe 90 s) adopted as a generic -nickname wc 1999 
parker verb to pay; 10 give. From 'parleyaree', an early form of 

Parkheid smiddy noun the female breast. Glasgow rhyming slang 
for, diddy, from the local pronunciation of Tirkhead Smithy, a 
famous forge in Glasgow's East End UK Scotland, ism 
parkie; parky noun a park keeper uk 2001 
parking lot noun 1 a traffic jam us. 1976 . 2 ihe vagina. An obvious 
pun until you stall it' seek an appropriate vehicle for the penis us. 


1974. ► in the parking lot in gamb ng, without further funds us, 

parking space noun a grave ui c.fsag 

Park Lane No. 2’s noun marijuana from Cambodia, often pre-rolled 
into cigarettes. The term was coined-and popularised by US 
soldiers in Vietnam 

parky adjective of the weather, chilly, cold, very cold uk ms 
parlay noun crack qeteai®fiS : l 1994 
parlay verb to socialise ,11 clubs, bars or parties us, 2000 
parloo verb to masturbate Norfolk island, 1992 
parlour noun a brakevan (caboose) us. ms 
parlour maid noun a rear railway brakeman .eft nm 
parlour pink noun a wealthy person who espouses socialist views 
from the safety of luxury us, 1920 

parma violet noun a variety of MDMA, the recreational drug best 
known as ecstasy I rom the purp e colour of the tablet and overall 
-ssiroaiSty to a sweet ofjhftsame name uk 2002 
parnee verb rain. I rom the noun sense uk ws 9 

parnee; parnie; parny noun 1 

Indian, from 'parnee' (water) uk iss9. 2 water. Current in English 
gypsy u^, from Romany pdm (water) UK ism 
parole dust noun 1 g Aterm oine< 1 the in Quentin state 
pen itentuary just north of San Francisco, where fog mvttes escape 
attempts us 1976 

Parra noun in do In region, a visting r i-resident of a 
beachside area. Derogatory. Perhaps from Parramatta, a western 
rSttbttrb! of Sydney Australia, ms 
Parry nickname I 
ZEALAND, tm 

parsley nouni marijuana. I rom the similarity of appearance 
between one herb and anothei uk 1 m 2 phencyclidine, the rec- 
reffiorcal drug known as PCP or angel dust. Because one method 
of administration of the drug is to sprinkle it on parsley Us, mi 
parsley bud noun 1 in h luml 1 1 riety of marijuana 

CANADA.Sggf: 

part adjective of mixed race/M ms 

partial noun a partial fingerprint us ms ► partial to having a 
fondness 01 iking foi something uk (696 

Partick Thistle noun 1 a r. 11 tie ... lang formed on the 

name of a Scottish football club; a so serves as a verb uk 1992. 2 a 
variety of MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy, 
identified by PT embossed on the tablet Disguising W with the 
name bf a Scottish football teamt*, 2002 
partied out adjective 11 I li 1 1 1 1 iiiy-going us, 1992 

partner nouni 1 ver e icia 10 can be minted on in 
almost any situation us 1994. 2 any Audi car. Motor trade slang. A 
pun on 'Howdy, partner' uk 2004 
partridge nou, woman us, 1947 

parts noun ► get parts 1 igage in sexual 11. hort 
intercourse Us, 1979 

parts changer noun in car repair, a mechanic who replaces parts 
until a problem is solved instead ol diagnosing the problem at the 
outset US, 1993 

part timer noun a variety of MDMA, the recreational drug best 
known as ecstasy, identified by PT embossed on the tablet UK 2002 
party noun 1 1 pm n. In nventi lal use from 1650 but con¬ 
sidered to be slang since later Cl9. Not to be confused with a 
party to a legal action uk ns6. 2 a woman; a girlfriend. Royal Navy 
slang uk 1987. 3 sex, especially with a prostitute A prostitute 
euphemism, us, 

party verb 1 to enjoy a good lime From (he conventional noun 
sense us 1922. 2 to have sex, especially with a prostitute us, m3. 3 to 

par-ty! used as ai 1 e I tation mi ind enj >urself The break 
between syllables Is key us, m 







party animal | patch 


party favours noun drugs us. ®s> 
party foul noun a faux pas; a substantial breach 
party girl noun a prostitute us; .8® 
party hat noun i the signal light(s) on the roof c 
the light, is flashing the po ice are said to have 
1976. 2 a condom us. m9 

party hearty verb to party in a diligent fashion < 

party lights noun i I i hir light 


past adjective ► past it because of your age or infirmity, 
longer able t I to. Applied genei 

specific inability t;/c 192s. ► past its sell-by date no Ic 
interest, out of fashion Adopted from product informat 
packaged g}6dS-(M.mi 

pasta noun cocaine. From 'paste', a step in the productioi 

US. 1984 

pasta rocket noun any Italian sports car us, 2004 
paste noun 1 find 1 1 1 I il 11 1950 2the peanu 


party pooper; party poop noun a killjoy; a 
party powder noun cocaine uk, 2003 
party reptile noun an enthusiastic party-goe 
pash noun 1 a romanticised affection for son- 


pasting noun a beating Either physical or figurativ 
pasto noun marijuana. I rom Spanish pasta (pastur 


session, especially Frets! tesmg«rwtM,. na 
pash; pash off verb to kiss someone passionately austfo 
pashingnoun kissing and petting Australia, 1954 
pash on verb to spend time kissing and petti ngA ustralia 
pashpie noun an attractive boy or girl. Teen slang us. 19. 51 
pash rash noun sow lips or irritation of the area surrour 
mouth as a result of kissing Australia, 2002 
pashy noun a pa lona h -1 it ration of pash uk 
pashy adjective passionate us, 1949 
pasray verb (used of a woman) to sit in an immodest pc 


pat verb ► pat the pad to go to bed us, tfjfc 
patacca adjective ill I ii ig inferior or fake ji ei 


pass verb to seek acceptance as 
us 19.5.3. ► pass change to t 
► pass the time of day to 


mber of any group who does pgjj 
' by the rest. Originally sporting 
:liqoe,- formed from car (a clique) 


Pat and Mick noun the (mm R mng slang 1 prick, foimed 
from two stereotypical Irish names, often featured in jokes. As the 
butts of these jokes Rat and Mick are inevitably thick, a character- 
istic-wbrfir may weH'faatthere as an umpired quality CfTjitfftH a 
Pat and Mick adjective sick, Rhyming-slang: UK 2003 
Pat and Mike noun 1 I 1 I f mug slang tor 'bike' uk, 1931 
Pat Cash noun to urinate Rhyming slang for slash, based on the 
name of Australian tennis player Pat Cash (b.1965 ) uk ms 
patch nouni ) Ii in III the res[ n lity of a specified 
police authority; a geographical area designated as the 
responsibility of public servants ; .4g, probation officers, social 
workers; an area of specialist reponsibility. Origfrtafily northern and 
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patched | PCOD 


us, mi. 8 in the circus or carnival, the person who adjusted legal 
problems us i9w. 9 an ad hoc payment to a police officer to allow 
a io ne, 

confiscated and kept by corrupt police in lien of arrest us ms/. 

► not a patch on 
patched adjective thirstffei; im 

patches noun i a ['ii i mull iii ue< t i i i it e , who have been 
assessed as potential escapees uk i •. 2 prisoner considered 
likely to attempt an escape. Frorfethe yellow patches worn oh the' 
prisoner's jacket and trousiffsi*. ism 
patch money noun i i r carnival, tl n i | rid by concession 
operators to the 'patch' or 'fixer' for adjusting legal problems us 

pate noun a father Abbre ited from Latin pater us ms 
patent noun a i nt horses in 

separate races in a total of seven betswc mi 
pater noun a father A familiar use of Latin paler (a father), mainly as 
schoolboy slang, and often considered pretentious UK, 172s 
path adjective pathology | ith ii i i i II i ledical use now 
widely known, mainly in 'path lab' (a pathology laboratory) uk 1937 
pat hand noun 11 I ret I Ini I 1 points t t ill 1 ng between 17 
and 21. A 'pat hand' is a potentially winning hand us. mi 
pathetic adjective Ineffe tu I co iter iptible in the conventional 
sense (worthy of pity) uk 1937 
pathy noun a pathologist uk 19% 

patico noun cn I ' line 'in h lang used by English-speakers 
who would not know what the word means in Spanish us cm 
patient zero noun he first per ntotransmi 1 disease. Usually 
used in the context of AIDS US, m7 
Pat Malone noun ilone. Rhyming slan r'on your own’A ustralia, 

patoot noun the vagi na us, w 
patootie noun the arse us im 

pat poke noun the hip pocket Pickpocket usage os, 1949 

Pats nickname th I football team us, 

patsy noun 1 a dupe; someone blamed for a crime or accident 
Perhaps the most famous maybe-patsy of the C20 was Lee Harvey 
Oswald, who told reporters shortly before being killed: 'They're 
taking me in because of the fact that I lived in the Soviet Union. 
I'm only a patsy' us, me 2 in poker, a hand that requires no draw. 
Conventiona ly known as a 'pat hand' us 1 iss. 3 ,1 half-gallon jar 
filled with beer. A fairly complicated rhyme: Patsy Riggir is a 
tounttyj music singer, and her last name evokes rigger, which is 
another tefflftf)r a halfgallon: j^Ngf beer new Zealand, ms 
Patsy Cline; Patsy noun a dose of cocaine prepared for inhaling. 
Rhyming slang 101 line, based on country and western singer Patsy 
'Cline, 1:932-63 UK 1996 

patsy mouth noun ith as a result of smoking 

marijuana or hashish Canada, 20m 

Patsy Palmer and her five daughters noun tJteband (seen in fee 
context of male masturbation). A variation of mrs palm and her 
five lovely daughters, formed on the name of an actress who 
came to prominence playing Bianca-Mthe BBC television soap 
opera EastEhd&Srfiom 1994-99 ■ 

patter noun talk, spgpchifyihg.uk', 177 s 

Patty Hearst noun a first class degree. Rhyming slang for 'first', 
formed from the name of the heiress, wit' was kidnapped by left- 
wing extremists, and involved in bank-robbery, before becoming a 
professional actress (b.1954) uk 199s 
Paul Anka noun used as; Rhyming 

slang for wanker; formed from the name of the US singer (b.1941) 

Paul Weller noun rar 1 Igian la tella Artois™ Rhyming 
stag-for 'Stella', based on the name of musician Paul Weller 
|b.195Stsc 2002 


pav no 

Pavarotti noun mn | rn< £1 Punning tenner on'tenor'; formed 
on the great Italian tenor Luciano Pavarotti (b.1935) uk 1998 
pavement noun ► the pavement the streets, especially as an area 
of criminal operation uk 199s 

pavement artist noun a 0 et fraud uk 2001 

pavement oyster noun an - pr toration 1 > legm that has been 
deposited in the street uk mi 
pavement pizza noun a splash of vomit Australia, 1996 
pavement-pounder noun a prostitute who solicits customers on the 

pavement princess noun a prostitute, especially 'OrifitahfrSiforfc at 
truck stops us, 1977 

pavement surfing noun being thrown from a motorcyle Biker 
(motoreyle) usage us 2003 
pavilion noun a brakevan (caboose) us. im 
paw noun the hand LffC im¬ 
pawn noun ► got out of pawn; got out born wc 1992 
paws up adjective dead. New York police slang ed. 1997 
pay noun a debtor os, ms 

pay verb ► get paid to commit a successful robbery us, ras7. 

► pay black 1 1 blackmailer 1 1 n unbines conven¬ 
tional 'pay' wit h 11 'll kmail ► pay crow tax to 

lose a farm animal by accidental death 01 disease Canada, me. 

► pay the grandstand in horse racing, to place a bet that will 

► pay through the nose 
► pay your 

dues 

pay and lay noun used f ie 11 in 1 he exchange of payment and 
services involved in prostitution us. 1969 
pay ball noun in pool, a shot that, if made, wins a wager us. 1993 
pay dirt noun money sUtfegSSUk WZ 
pay-for-play noun sex that is paid for agrafe 
pay hole noun in trucking, a truck's highest gear us, 1971 
pay lawyer noun 11 ii 1 1 1 1 11 itrasted \ ith one 

provided for indigents by the state us. 1992 
payola nouni an illegal payment 10 a radio station or individual to 
encourage the playing of a particular song fhe word eapt into the 
American vocabulary in late 1959 as pay-off scandal after pay-off 
scandal toppled the first generation of rock 'n'pg^Jrsc jockeys. 
Later broadened to include other forms of bribery us ms. 2 reward 
money for anonymous police informants uk 2002. 3 oil us im 
pay out on verb to upbraid someone fo 1 r< ig< ring ( nun 1 
get revenge, to mele out corporal punishment 1 , from British 
dialect pay (to beat/thrash). Now only referring to verbal 'dressing 
down AUSTRALIA, im ' ' 

pay school noun e us, 1992 

payware noun commerc ially available computer software us. mi 
PB nickname T i I fori i Lb III , I na 1JS, m3 
PB and J noun 1 peanut butter and I jam rndwich. A culinary 
staple of American yqtitfi fir decades us mi 
PC noun 1 a late finger glo ised during digi I examinations. A 
'pinkie cheater' us. 195s. 2 probable cause to arrest someone us, 1995. 
3 a percentage. Applied to drug sales us, 19S6 
PC adjective political rrect 11 mill 1 ed f left-on-left criticism, 
appropriated and exploited by the right to> marginalise any ancNH 
dissent from fie.- left us. m6 

PCH nickname 1 el in Los Angeles 

■m ism 









P'cola | peas and rice boongy 
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transmitted diseases. To be sure that any problems were identified 
and cured before that test, most stopped having sexual relattoefe 
befbre.'the end of their rotation to avoid any delay I'ntJBturning- 
/Rprrie’ys, im 

P'cola noun Pei i u 11 I nli I mi i i naval m .ration known as 
the 'cradle of Navy aviation' us, mi 
PCP noun phencyc idine, the recreational drug known as PCP or 
angel dust us. is® 

PD adjective pretty disgusting UK, 1996 
PDA noun a public display of affection us, 1968 
P-dogs noun cocaine uk, m3 

P-dope noun relatively ( 20 %- 30 %) pure heroin us, 1997 
PDQ pretty damn pjicteili wi# 
p’d up adjective paranoid uk as® 

pea noun 1 in Keno, a small ball with a number between one and 80 
painted on it, drawi 1 to estab ish winning nun bers us, 1987. 2 in 
pool, a small tally ball used as a scoring device us, 1993. 3 a bullet 
us, 1 988. 4 a person expected to win; in racing, a favourite Australia, 


pea-brain noun a ier 1 icking common sense intelligence or 
both us. 1950 

pea-brained adjective 1 very stupid uk , 1950. 2 under the influence of 

peacegoodbyn Dave Gari 1 I fthe m mingtelevision 
news programme The Today Show from 1952 10 61 , closed each 
programme raising one hand and saying the single word 'Peace'. 

In 1988 , comedy host Arsenio Hall, whose .programme ran until 
1993 , began to use the same sign-off at times emfeifishiing ittwitb 
'Peace, and think number one' us. mi 
peace and quiet™™ 1 solitary dwlflrtemiftft Jr* prison us, m2. 2 a 
diet Rhyming slang uk, 1992 

peacemaker nickname the f 1 m il >ri 1 ill ipplied to the Colt 
.45 revolver, which made pe; ce by death. Applied by US President 
Reagan and his administration in 1982 to the missile that carries 
tl'ermoptjjrtear warheads, apparf fitly unaware of the irony of the 
term us. m2 

peacenik noun a person who is opposed to war or a war us, m3 
peace 'n' love adjective in 1% I I interculture. The 

twin aims of the counterculture packaged as a marketing slogan; 
Often derogatory uk, mat' 
peace out used as a-farewell us, 1992 

peace pill noun a combination of the hallucinogen LSD and the 
stimulant mefniedrine'LS; t 97 i 

PeaCe Pill; peace noun phencyclidine, the recreational drug known 
as PCP or angel dust A rathei c umsy back-formation from the 
initials us. 1977 

peace tab noun 

hallucinogen; vs. m 

peace tablet noun 1 1 il I 1 1 1 I- ription ith a drop of LSD 
on it US m2 

peaceweed noun phencyclidine, the recreational drug known as PCP 
or angel dust US. #gr- 

peachnouniar 2 .exually 

attractive person, usually a woman uk 1 3 the vagina us 1997. 4 a 
;MMet Of amphetamine sulphate fttaje fiame Benzedrine™), a 
dehtfM nervous system; stimgf||irt us, 7*7 
peach verb to in In conventional use 

from Cl 6 to mid-C 19 , thereafter considered slang or colloquial uk 


peach picker noun a cabover truck that is built high off the ground 
peachy adjective 1 | I 1 111 at all used with 

peachy-keen adjective excellent us im) 

peacocky adjective used of a racehorse, high-headed us, me 


pea-eye noun in En 11 1 eakin pe 11 li n inada’s Maritime 
Provinces. I rom, 1 awkward y, 'Prince Edw; rd Aland' us 1975 
peak verb 1 to be n 11 11 I 1111 ill T mja ms 2 (of a 

wave) to reach its highest point b0f@fe breaking Australia, 1937 
peaker plant noun power-generatir ili that is brought online 
only during periods of peak demand us, 2000s 
peaky adjective feeling unwell, or appearing sickly UK 1S21 
peanut noun 1 the penis. An unusually modest pet name; similar to 
the derogatory joke-description 'hung like ,1 cashew' uk 2001. 2 a 
transvestite. Fronmtiorthernrlflfland, likely to derive from the 
sense as 'a small penis' uk 1966. 3 a capsule of a barbiturate or 
.-pher Sedative us 1 *7 

peanut butter noun low quality, impure amphetamine us, 1939 
peanut gallery noun the A 1 1 pensive eat in i theatre more 
abstractly, an audfin® u$ tm 
peanut grifter noun a smaiHiiTfe swindler 
peanut heaven noun the uppermost gallery in a theatre or arena us. 

peanut poker noun 1 II stakes us, ms 

peanuts noun a very small sum of money us, 1934 
peanuts and donkey farts noun in poker, three two's us, 194s 
peanut smuggler noun lecially when 

erect, are apparent through hei c\otb\ng Australia, 2003 
peanut wagon noun in trucking, a small tractor pulling a large trailer 


pea-picker noun a gambler who only bets very small sums. A pun 
on 'p' (pence) uk 1 984 

pea, pie, and pud noun a meal consisting of a meat pie, peas and 
mashed potatoes new Zealand, 1934 
pea pod noun ► on your pea pod alone. Glasgow rhyming slang 
on Cockney rhyming slang 'on your tod' (tod sloan) uk Scotland, 

pearl noun 1 an ampoule of amyl nitrite us, 1971. 2 cocaine us. m4 
pearl dive noun h 11 m m 1 1 1 11 hen you are forced 

deep under the water by a wave us 1957 
pearl dive verb From the 

mgjfipftjjr of the-Clitoris as a pearl us. 1994 
pearl-diver noun 1 I 1 her m 1- taur nt 1913 2 afive- 
pound note; the sum; of £5 ukscariAND. i9se 
pearl diving™™ pi^l setts, ass- 

pearler noun so 1 PURLER AUSTRALIA, 1941 

Pearl Harbour adjective of weather, cold I rom the Japanese air 
attack on Pearl Harbour, 7 th December 1941 ; punning nip 
(Japanese) and the conventional phrase a nasty nip in the air' 
(cold weather). This term seems to have emerged following thgy 
2001 release of the film Pearl Harbor uk m2 
pearlies noun 1 the teeth a h rtened form 1 pearly whites. Also 
variant 'pearls' uk 1914. 2 a chronic shaking of the bowing arm 
suffered by yfolfeB,- m, 1974 

pearl necklace noun semen ejaci. ated on a woman’s throat and 
breasts, especially .after penis-breast contact us 1 m 
pearl of a great price noun in I ; e rac'ng pure-bred Arabian 
racehorse Australia, 1989 

pearly gate noun a plate. Rhyming slang uk 1992 
pearly gates noun 1 LSD us rwt. 2 morning glory seeds, rumoured 
to have hallucinogenic powers us, 1971 
Pearly Girl noun in t 1 1 1 ilumbi 1 ical riety of marijuana 

CANADA, 2002 

pearly king; pearly noun the anus. Rhyming slang for ring, formed 
on a traditional, we -decorated Cockney character uk 1992 

pearly whites noun the teeth m fisj 

pear-shaped adjective no longer perfect; describing anything that is 
now wrong uk 2001 

peas and rice boongy noun large i-bUfJpcfe Bahamas, 1995 
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peasant | peeled 


peasant noun i i pe 1 bel ur statior i inally British 

2 

who does not shoWtprpper appreciation for asperferm^nBett?, mi 

peasants noun ► the peasants are revolting a catch phrase that 
is applied to a general swe I of grumb ing, used by more senior 
officers of junior ranks ini the military, of a workforce as distinct 
from management of students in relation to their educators, etc. 

A tireless pun on ’revolting' ui c lm 
pease pudding hot; pease pudding noun nasal mucus. Rhyming 
slang for snot, formed on a traditional rhyme: 'Pease pudding hot 
/ Pease pudding cold / Pease pudding in the pot / Nine days old'. 
This is not a pun an the coif ji# of peas - pease pudding is a 
golden-hued dish, made from yellow split-peas ok 1992 
peashooter noun 1 mall fibre handgun 2 the nose. 

Rhpiirtg slang for hooter uk 1392 
peas-in-a-pot; peas in the pot; peas; peasy adjective hot 
RhSppg slang uk, i960 

peas on a drum noun smgf female breasts (SS-ftw 
pea-soup noun a I rench-Canadian. In the citation, Richler is 
referring indirectly to the Montrea hockey team, the Canadiens 

pea-souper noun 1 -1 I il li n the adjective pea- 

soupy uk, 1890. 2 a French-Canadian Phis term derives from (he 
ubiquitous Quebec pea-soup, made with ham, still a favourite 
despite the negative equitations Canada, im 
pea-soupy; soupy adjective descriptive of dense, yellowish fog uk i860 
peasy; peasie adjective used of hair, short and curled tightly Bahamas. 


peata; pata noun d Ireland, 1999 

pebble noun rock metaphor used 

again; (he plural means crack generally us, 1989 
pebble-dash verb ' platter I itor >wl with 1 leces as the result 
of a dramatic expulsion of diarrhoea us 2003 
Pebble Mill noun 1 1 reationally. 

Rhyming slang, formed from an area.%§||rmingfoam that is best 
known as the address of BBC television studios, and the title of a 
programme broadcast from there, 1973-86 us 1998. 2 a slight or 
perfunctory kiss uk, nru. 3 on the railways, the lunch period us 1977 
peckvei-bitoe.il 21 li me ne in 1 slight or 

perfunctory manner us nm 

pecker noun 1 the peni 21 - 1-1 1 despicable person 

us ms. 3 courage, especially in the phrase 'keep your pecker up' 

pecker checker noun 1 c who inspects 

male recruits for signs of sexually transmitted disease us 1907. 2 a 
member of a police vice squad targeting homosexual activity us, 

pecker-foolish noun used of a woman, overly obsessed with men 
and sex us, tm 

peckerhead noun ides; .1 - 1 tensive person Formed from 
pecker 'penis’, not peckerwood 'racistttfcrsa? 
peckerman noun a/jsjftt us, 1990 

peckerneck noun on the railways, a newly hired apprentice us 1975 
pecker pole noun igging Canada, 198 b 

pecker tracks noun stains from seminbl ftiidtCS. ’964 
peckerwood noun 1 in nit liar 21 hite rural southerner, 

especially an uncouth and racist one. Not praise Also shortened 
variants 'peck', 'pecker' and 'wood' us. 19m 
Peckham Rye; Peckham noun a tie (an article of menswear), 
Rhyniung slang, after an area of south London uk 192$ 
pecks noun food u$ ms 

pecky adjective characterised by well developed chest muscles US, 1997 
pecs noun the pectoralis major muscles us, im 
ped noun a pedestrian uk 1999 


pedalling with both feet; pedalling verb (used of a vehicle, or 
driver of that vehicle) to achieve top speed. Conjures a misleading 
image of pedalling a bicycle; the pedal in question is art 
accelerator us istb 

pedal pusher noun a bicyclisttB, r» 

pedal-pushers noun c ill I —1 1 1 1 1 1 1 men or girls 

pedal pusher (a bicyclist), 
and variously in a^:iOpte.i3f fashion since us, 1944 
pedal to the metal adjective usee: of a molor vehicle, throttled to 
the maximurn id, ms 

'ped boy noun a young, male, moped rider 1 ounger, male, BMX 
cyclist UK 2003 

peddle and crank verb slang for wank uk 

peddler nouni 1 pr iner hi I goods to ther prisoners us is*. 

2 on the railways, a local freight train us i960 
peddle run noun -quent stops for deliveries 


pedestrian spear noun a large, sharp car radiator ornament us 1902 
'ped-head noun a motor-scooter enthusiast Apparently derived from 
'moped' and -head (an enthusiast) uk 20m 
pedigree noun I us 1976 

pedigree chum noun emen n orgasm I nin langtorcOME, 
formed on branded dog food Pedigree Chum™ uk 1992 
pedlar's pack noun-li 11 1 1 rom employment Rhyming slang for 

'sack' uk 1992 

pedo noun trouble; nonsense. Border Spanish used in English 
conversation by Mexic; n-An ericans us 1974 
Pedro noun 1 ) to suggest a 

South American nationality for the supplier ( ik run. 2 a survival 
winch mounted on a military- helicopter us, wi 
pee noun an act of urination; urine uk 
pee verb to urinate uk 11 ► pee yourself laughing to laugh 

uproariously uk ’946 

pee halt noun a brief stop during ,1 combat patrol so soldiers could 
urinatteUS, tsar 

peek noun ► the peek in prison, the observation cell uk 1950 
peekaboo adjective 1 nil 1 11 111 1 I - >1 itive holes or 

slashes us ms. 2 used of a mirror, see-through from outside the 
room us. 1992 

peeker noun umbers given 

at a cloakroom and then using a counterfeit check to retrieve 
valuable:items that have been checked in us, a 54 
peek freak noun 1 a voyeur us 191,7. 2 a casino blackjack gambler 
who consistently tries to see the dealer's down card us 19m 
peekmannoun I In iurin 1 ill I 1 1 bidden activity in 


peel noun a caustic chemical treatment of the skin (dermabrasion) 


peel verb 1 to undre 21 perform a st iptease Originally a 

term used by arid with, athletes, later by and with stripteasers us 
1948. 3to pry something open us ras 4(used of a pimp) to entice 
a prostitute away from lie- current pimp us, 1993. 5 to fire a gun us 
► get peeled w r 1 1 r 1 ■ ■ 1 - - - r -,1 .11 ■ 1 :. 1 11 1 

to extend the ► peel 

caps to shoot someone us, 1993. ► peel one off to fart. Perhaps 
this should be 1 - I 11 11 11 1 11 ► peel wheels 

to accelerate a car quickly, squealing the tyres and leaving rubber 
marks on the road. 1989 us mi. ► peel your banana to pull 
back the foreskin of your penis -or inspection or as part of 
masturbating us, 2002 


peeled adjective of the eyes, open, thus alert and observant. 'Keep 
'em peeled' is a catchphrase associated with Shaw Taytot presenter 
. ®fa television-police assistance programme Police 's since the early 
1970S US, 1853 





peeler | pen and pencil set 


peeler noun i a p i l r After er I I founder of the 
Irish constabulary Ireland, isiz. 2 a striptease dancer us, ms. 3 a fast, 
well-developed wave US. tm 

peel-off noun a theft of part of a common booty. Criminal and 

police slang uk, im 

peel out verb to accelerate a car suddenly from a stopped position, 
squealing the tyres on the road us, 1973 
peelywally adjective drunk, rrom Scottish peelie-wallie (sickly) uk 
SCOTLAND, 2002 

peeny adjective very small Barbados, toes 
peeny-weeny adjective titty TRitijpAD And jobago, 1993 
peep noun 1 a quick glance uk 1730. 2 a two-way mirror us, 1975. 3 a 
clandestine photographer us. 1 x. aa sexually desirable woman. An 
■abbleviation of the somewhat coarse'perfectly elegant eatin' 
pussy' us, 1977. s something spoken, especially In a negative context 

peep verb 1 to tool 1 mething 1 iiscover mething. Variation 
ol conventional 'peep' (to look) us 1 192 2 to listen to someone or 
something c 3 ► peep the holecard 

to gain deep insight into someone's character us, mi 
pee pad noun eat us, 2003 

peepe noun thfe ygg$h& us, ms 

pee-pee noun 1 urine; urination Childish or c 2 lie nerds 
(SiiMffih's toilet vocabulary. Alse-manarrt pi-pi' us. m7 
peeper noun 1 I to the term. 

Popularised in 1938 with the fi m Going Places and the song by 
Harry Warren: 'Jeepers, creepers/ Where'd you get them peepers?" 
uk i7oo. 2 a voyeur uk, 1652. 3 a private investigator or private 
detective us, m3. 4 a police detective. I rom an earlier sense as 
'policeman' uk mo. sa card player who tries to see another 
player's cards os, ms 6 aone-wa> eye-hole in a door allowing the 
persofcftft the inside to-see who is outside; a peephole us, 19% 
peepersnouni ehicle headl hi 2 night-vision 

enhancing equipment.US, mi 
peep freak noun a voyeur us. rs/f 
peep-hole special noun sex in a public toilet us 1966 
pee pill noun a pill containing an agent that increases the excretion 

peeping Tom noun 1 a voyeui 1 per 11 h ie 1 ther 
2 n poker or other card games, a player or spectator who tries to 
see a player's hand us, mi. 3 a variety of MDMA, the recreational 
drug best known as ecstasy, identified by PT embossed on the 
tablet uk 20© 


peep OUt veib I II I I lui I Mill 


te somefhicjg 


peeps noun people rienr A pro I incidental mage, based on 
accidental English, was popularised in the UK by 'Stavros the Greek 
kebab seller', a character created by comedian Harry Enfield Hg* ’ 
Channel 4 television's Friday Night !i®jn 1988 us. ms 

peep show noun w pornographic 

videos or a iWife woman in private booths; formerly an arcade 
where it was pogibM to View photographs of scantily clad women 

peep this look at -this- us, 1997 

peer queer noun a male homosexual who takes pleasure in 
watching others have sex us, mo 

pee-spout noun the penis w m 

peeties noun dice that have been altered with small weights to 
produce a desired number when rolled us, 1902 

peeve noun alcohol; drink. Market traders and English gypsy use uk 

peevied adjective drunk uk 2002 

peewat noun a person of neither importance nor signficance 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1982 


pee wee verb in dice game ith no bank, to roll die dice to see 
wjj&toi) play first us. 1950 
peewee adjective composed of children us, razz 
peewee; pee wee noun 11 2 

of a youth gang us. mi. 3 a sma I. tightly rolled marijuana cigarette 
us, 1970. 4 crack cocaine us, 1994. 5 in craps, a roll of three us, 1999 
peg noun la 2 3 heroin us 

1994. 4 a golf tee us, mo. ► give a peg to reconnoitre, especially 
with criminal intent Australia, ms. ► on the peg of driving, at 
the speed limit. Citizens' band radio slang uk mi 
peg verb 1 to wt 2 to identify 

someone or something us, too 3 to push a disabled motorcyle 
with a second motorcyle by reaching out and putting your leg on 
the foot-rest (peg) of the disabled motorcyle us, 2000. 4 to throw 
somethingAU.STAit/a. 1 '-it 5 to put someone on report Originally 
military, then recorded in use in borstals and detention centres uk 
1948. 6 in a card cheating scheme, to prepare a deck for a 
manoeuvre us m2. 7 its fix the market price of something. 
Originally Stock Exchange slang, then more general uk, 1882. ► peg 
it 1 to walk; to walk fast; to run, lo hurry A variation of leg it 
formed on peg (the eg )uk - 2todie A variation of peg out uk 

peg away verb to labour persistently; to continue to toil UK isi8 
peg boy noun 11 e partner us, 

pegged adjective under surveillaftce UK m6 

pegged out adjective dead. From peg out (to-ip) us; 2000 

pegger noun a.tiS^th Barbados, t96S< 

peggy noun 

AUSTRALIA, 1971 

Peggy Lee fastball noun in baseball r rst t ill Hi it is not particu¬ 
larly fast t : r<>”i Peggy tee's hit recording af (te-TTiatxSIt(There is.?' 

Peggy’s Leg nickname a sweel in the (orm of a longish stalk; a stick 
Of rOCk IRELAND, 1983 

peg leg noun ► peg out to die 

Possibly from the game of cribbage, less likely from croquet uk isss 
pegs noun i taperer trouser i ishii lable in the US in the late 
1950s and 60s us. mo 2 the external vagina lips trinidad and 
TOBAGO,.im 

peke-a-poo noun i cr li i of a pekin ind a poodle ( 

Pekinese adjective ► do the Pekinese pop-out to become wide- 
eyed with shock or wondei An allusion to the appearance of a 
pedigree Pekinese dog us, w 

pekkie; perkie noun black person. Offensive south Africa, m 3 
pelican noun a water bomber, for firefighting Canada, 1997 
pellet noun a tablet or capsule of us. 1990 
pelt noun a woman’s pubic hair; sex; a woman as a sex object. 
Building on the vulva-as-BEAVER image us, nso. ► stroke the pelt 
.(of a female) to masturbate &S,sooi 
pelt verb ► pelt wood to t ing sex trinidad and 

TOBAGO, 2003 

pelter noun in t Mi in 1 1 hi I 1 I I in I n ting of a 9, a 5, a 2, 
one card between 5 and 9 and one card between 2 and 5 us, ms 
pen noun 1 a jail or prison. Shortened from 'penitentiary.' us, ism. 2 a 
detention or holding room ai a jail or courthouse us, 1979 
penalty box noun Hie area behind the back seat of an SUV or 
station wagon us. 2604 

pen and ink; pen noun 1 Rhyming slang 

uk 1859. 2 a mink as an item of wardrobe Rhyming slang uk mo. 

3 1963 

pen and ink; pen verb 1 to sme. rank; to stink Rhyming slang uk 
1977. 2 to drink/ruS7m/A m3 
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pen bait | pep talk 


pen bait noun a girl under the age of sexual consent A variation on 
the wore common jailbait us, t*f 
pencil nouni Twain pun:'the 

penis mightier than the sword' uk 1937. 2 in a casino, the authority 
to give a garnblerqompliementary drjtilfcior meals. Often phrased 
as 'power of the penctl' as im 
pencil verb to work as a pencillerAttsTBffiss, ism 
pencil dick noun a thin pent 11 x >1, ger < 1 ill,, t > insult a man by 
attacking a perception of his masculinity us, ms 
penciller noun a bookmaker's clerk who writes out betting tickets 
AUSTRALIA, 1891 

pencil-neck geek noun j b< .I k man The term was 

popularised, if not coined, by US professiona wrestler 'Classy' 
Freddie Blassie to describe his opponents Blassie recorded a 
novelty song so titled, wrtttefa by Johnny Legend and PeteGtcS&j,, 

pencil-pusher noun 1 a clerk or sec¬ 

retary. Usually derisive us, mi. 2 in the US Air Force, the navigator 
on a bomber aircraft us, 1946 

pencil-sharpener noun the igina e id pjite logically, with 

PENCIL (the penis) 20® 
pencil stiff noun a defieal worker. Derisive us, 
pencil talk noun I 1 tinin - 1 11 e in a bazaar carried on by 
writing down the offer. Vietnam war usage us, ms 
pencil-whip verb 1 to file constant lawsuits and complaints against 
prison authorities us 1992. 2 to write someone a traffic ticket or 
notice ofa criminal inffaiptWolS 2001 
pend verb to listen; to pay attention OS, 1968 
pendejo noun a fool. I rom the Spanish of Mexican-Americans, 
literally translated as 'a pubic hair' us 1974 
Penelope noun 1 - hill ttracti ne haf iim woman. The 
personification of .1 bimbo, probably named after an identified 
cetebrj%U recorded in contemporary gay usage uk, 2003 
penetrate verb inderstan n I in fter inalysis Jamaica. 2003 
penguin noun 1 L 

blotting paper dose uk ms. 2 a prison officer. From the black and 
white uniform uk mi,. 3 a nun ns reso. ► go penguin in pool, to 
sn a Ionian :ni m icmerc A loleionre :o Ihc luxeco bail ir 

mandated by the dress code of some tournaments us, 1990 
penguin adjective pregnant Australia, ms 
penguin food noun anchovies Limited usage, but clever us rase 

penguin suit; penguin outfit noun a tuxedo or formal eVihlBf 


penis breath noun used as a general-purpose insult us, ram 
penitentiary pull noun ftfeiefse; with in .a pBSift us, ms 

penitentiary punk noun a t In homosex 

ual sex in prison us, «sj§> 

penitentiary turn-out noun a man who begins engaging in homo¬ 
sexual sex in prison us 1972 
penman noun a forger (Jp m s 
pennies noun a substantial amount of money us, 1999 
penn'orth of chalk; penn’orth noun a walk. Rhyming slang uk. 193 s 
Pennsy nickname I I ul i F illinad US 1953 
Pennsylvania caps noun king in Ira have been recapped 
with a seamless tread line us 1971 

penny noun one dollar us m2. ► the penny drops; the penny’s 
dropped; the penny will drop in minute; did I hear a 
pennydrop?i ed in mat 1 the elated understanding of 
something, often 0' a delayed appreciation ol humour. There are 
more variations on this themS-'than are shown here uk. mr 
penny verb to f< >1 e pennies into th pa > een \ door and the 
jam near the hinges, making 1; difficult or, if done correctly, 
impossible to open the door from the inside us mm 
penny a mile noun a srEfibrffihyfttiEll-llang uk i960 


penny-ante adjective \ ame with a 

one-cent 'ante' or buy-in, an insignificant stake us ms 
penny a pound; penny noun he g und Rhyming slang uk 1932 
penny banger noun a mistake Rhyming slang for clanger uk 1992 
penny black; penny noun 1 the bad Rhyming long, based on a 
famously rare stamp uk 1 ■ 2 the floor. By extension from ‘penny 

black" (the t>acij|via the sense to be-knocked on yewf tsppkjihus 
.aftto the floor uk soce 

penny bun noun 1 one, especially in connection with racing odds. 

Rhyming s ang; r. 1 ns 2 the sun Rhyming slang uk 1992 
penny for the guy noun 1 [ e I min In formed from the 
catchphrase of children collecting funds to celebrate Guy Fawkes' 

penny game noun 

penny locket noun a pocket Rhyming ;$laFgi» 199s 
penny-nickle-nickle noun an M-114 Ibb-mm howitzer. The 
standard infantry heavy artillery weapon during the Vietnam war 

‘gs- im 

penny-pinching adjective frugJJt|i 1*0 

penny stamp noun a tramp. Rhyming slang uk 1984 

pension noun ► on a pension ofa policeman, having been bribed 

pension run noun in rucking an ea in< n 1 1 ling, regular route 

us.m 

Pentagon East noun the LJS military command in Tan Son Nhut air 
base, South Vietnam us, im 
penthouse noun a brakevan (caboose) CupalgBS 
pen yan noun opium; heroin Originally used of opium only and 
thought to be from ,1 Chinese term lot opium. Many variants, 
including 'pen yang', 'pan yen', 'pen yen’, 'pervypen', 'pin yen', 
ipipf' and 'pin gon' us. 1922 

peon noun an ordinary computer .net with no special privileges us 

people noun 1 narcotics police us 1957. 2 a prisoner's closest friends 
and associates us rase 

People noun ► the People in- n e it least to the extent that 
the masses support the agenda advocated by the speaker. 
Egalitarian or corftjBtinist undertones us, mi 
people zapper noun a Vehicle M ur dA < Denial System or 
VMADS, a tank or jeep-mounted crowd control weapon us 2001 
pep noun 1 energy uk ms. 2 pepperoni us, 19%. 3 phencyclidine, the 
recreational drug known as PCP or angel dust us m2 
pep-em-up noun an amphetamine or other central nervous system 
stiiritiijnt us 1980 

pepper noun 1 an nexperiencei gi III- ictim of a gambling cheat 
Playing on 'green' as a colour and as a slang badge of inexperience 
us 1974. 2 cinders spread on a snowy road us /976- 
pepper and salt punter noun a bettor who places bets by 
telephone from home Australia, 7989 
pepperbelly noun 1 Mr 11 r Me in-American us mo 
pep pill noun I - il il M I || Mu in ill' I i 
deceptive yet accurate euphemism that persisted for several 
decades, especially with students us. 1937 
Pepsi adjective exually frigid. Presumat t iuse Pepsi™ is be r t 
served chilled' uk 2001 

Pepsi; pepper noun a French nadian )r nally directed as an 
insult, because it was said by anglophones that French-Canadians 
' r’||ose Pepsi™ over Coca-Cola™ because they thougtltihe cans 
were larger, it has been adopted as a badge of pride, especially in 
ftfe derived form ‘pepper’ Canada, im 
Pepsi habit; Pepsi Cola habit noun the occasional use ofa drug, 
shpft of an all-aui’addicttort gsjjm 
pep talk noun 1 encourage or 

increase morafe-trs, ws 






pep up | pet 
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pep up verb to invigorate some ne to rengt len or enhance 
somethibgOE 192s 
per noun percentage us. tm 
perambulator noun a brakevan (caboose) us. 1977 
percentage noun pr 1 in advanta 1 1 1 II military uk, im 
percentage dice noun dice Hi ii ravel 1 il ered to favour a 
certain roll us. 1975 

percentage joint noun a carn'val concession that relies on volume 
for profit us, mss 

percentage player noun i mil r wh pr ites odds and 
percentages, absorbing osses in the be ief that ihe odds will ulti¬ 
mately favour'him us mi 
percenter noun an ex-girlfriend Bahamas, im 

perch noun ► drop off the perch; fall off the perch to die uk 

percher noun mi igthepoli in ea ar test or an easy victim; in 
cricket, a very easy catch uk nrr 
percia noun cocaine UK 2m 
percolate verb to meander; to be doing fine US. ms 
percolator noun a carburettor as mi 

percussion adjustment noun ill to me lanical equipment 
with a large hammer A jocular term for a popular technique, In 
Royal Air Force use uk 2002 

Percy noun 1 the penis. Used as the title of a 1971 British film 
comedy about a penis-transplant uk r >77. 2 an effeminate male us. 
mss. 3a rock band's road manager uk mss. 4 cocaine uk 1999 
percy adverb per St (intrinsically)' uk 1994 
Percy Thrower noun a telephone, Rhyming slang for blower, 
formed on the name of television's first 'gardening superstar', 

fS13-88* 1992 

perdue noun in | ker n unpl il hand at indoned by a player. 

Frqrft the French for 'lost' us, im 
perf noun a performance uk, 20m 

perf verbto retire n n 1 n li il uni From the acronym 
of the Police Employment Rehabilitation Fund new Zealand, 1991 
perf adjective perfect AUStmM. 1979 
perfect high noun Oft im 
perfection noun perfect surfng conditions Australia. 1992 
perfecto adjective i i h pet 1 mderful. A simple 
embellishment in the Spanish style us mss 
perfects noun dice that are true to an extremely minute tolerance, 
approximately 1/1000th of a inch us mso 
perform verb to behave histrionically Australia, 1391 
performer noun a person who behaves histrionically Australia, 19m 
perf surf noun 

perico noun 1 o jin mi I lang lo[ II ome English 
speakers; in Spanish Perico is a pet name for Pedro, and the name 
pedro also servesjftjgnglish slang as another alias forcoeaine us 

perish noun ► do a perish to suffer great deprivation, especially of 
water or sustenance Australia, 1897 
perisher noun r person. Usuall ntemptuou n pitying. The 
Perishers cartoon strip by Man ice Dodd and Dennis Collins/Bill 
■Melvin has appeared in Miror'StjOuj) newspapers since 1957 uk, 

perishing adjective - citron perishing cold’ uk 2003 

perishing infix used as an i n fl g IM j jj a jc 1999 
perjohnny noun \ r white [ 1 \rbados 1*5 

perknoun 1 an 11 1 ii 1 - 111 11 . 11 that is offered by a 

particular employment An abbreviation of 'perquisite' uk is 69. 2 a 
tablet of Percodan™, a painkiller. Also variant 'pert' os mi 
perk verb to vomit'AtST/Mift i94i 
perk up verb to r$opjat good!|ptfltji#-.vigour uk res 


perky adjective said of a woman with large buttocks but otherwise a 
slender body us, 2004 

perlix verb to flaunt your technical skills Barbados, ms 
perm noun in hairdrbssfngaapermanent wave uk 1927 
perm verb to giv atment ijk ms 

perma- prefix pe ve or adverb 

as required uk 2004 

permafried adjective drug-intoxicated uk 2003 
perma-tan noun 1 nen 111 an uk 2003 
perp noun 1 a ci 111 hi 1 il usped From perpetrat 1 us. rnsz. 2 wax and 
baking soda made to look like crack cocaine us, 1994 
perpetrate verb to start a fghtiS 2001 
perp walk noun 

especially when being transported from jail to court us 1994 

Perry noun a memt - >f 1 I 1 'il.ent identified by a 

uniform of casual wear I rom the branded I red Perry casual shirts 
they wore uk 1996 

Perry Como noun homo formed, 

for no apparent reason other than rhyme, on the popular singer, 
1912-2001 uk m2 
pers adjective personal uk 1997 

Persian noun r Iran us, res; 

Persian brown noun heroin usrtms 

Persian mafia noun a group-of influential Iranians us. 1997 

Persian rugs noun drugs, RhytstiSg slang uk 2003 

persnickety adjective 'pernickety' us. 


personality girl noun ,1 p 11 I a imar 1 rks in a bar, 
encouraging customers through 1 irtation to buy drinks, both for 
themselves and fferterjir mso 
persuader noun 1 a 1 11 1 re more deadly the more 
persuasive uk its,,. 2 a whip, as used by a bullock driver or a jockey 
Australia, 1890. 3 a it ecu amplifier foi a citizens’ band radio us, 1977 

persuasion noun n il.It e Ini I 1 11 the conventional sense 

(religious belief or opinion) uk is 64 
Peruvian noun cocaine, probably ff<jwi Peru lik 'em 
Peruvian flake noun a powerful type of cocaine. From its country 
of origin us. ms 4 

Peruvian lady noun cocaine us 1994 
Peruvian marching powder noun cocaine. A variation of 
BOLIVIAN/COLOMBIAN MARCHING POWDER OS 1995 
Peruvian pink noun a type of cocaine originating in Peru uk 2002 
perv; perve noun 1 r sexual pervert metim perv' carries the 
same force as its origin 'pervert, thus 'someone with a kinky sex- 
*J|l bent', 'a flfjon obsessed with sex', 'a lecher* or 'a homosex¬ 
ual' (by those who regarij##,^ unnatural). Can also be used in a 
weaker sense to refer to anyone whose sexual behaviour is 
unwanted Australia, 1942. 2 in prison, a sex offender; a convicted 
paedophile. An abbreviation of 'pervert' Australia, 1949. 3 a person 
watching or staring sexually; a voyeur Australia cm. 4 a voyeuristic 

00k AUSTRALIA re.. 5 3 look AUSTRALIA, 1993 

perv; perve vert i to lust ftei nother >er i to behave as a 
voyeur Australia, mi. 2 to look at or watch sexually Australia, 1944. 

3 to look at; to observe Australia. ms4 
pervert squad noun 1 | It - e rime investigative squad us 1996 

perving noun se tralia, 1967 

pervy adjective sexually perverted, pornographic uk 1944 
pesky adjective in in 1 1 hie US, 177s 

pessimal adjective as bad as bad can be. Computer slang us ms3 
pest control noun -I slang uk 2002 

pet verb ► pet the cat In slroke 1.he air or waler while getting 
through a difficult moment surfing us. 1991 
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petal | P-head 


petal noun used as an informal or affectionate term of address uk 


Pete noun i a truck manufactured by Peterbilt us. ivi. z nitroglycerin 
us 1949. ► for Pete's sake used a mild ion profane oath used 
!ift; times of exasperation or annoyance us 7924 
pete man noun 1 tin mil pecialisin in I eakin into safes os, 1931 
Pete Murray noun 1 ur ning slang, 1 ned on the name of 
a racio-D; gb192?) uk ms 

peter noun 1 the penis uk 1902. 2 a cell in a prison or a police station. 
The likely derivation is in the the proper name Peter, which comes 
from Greek petros perhaps influenced 1 by petra - with the impli¬ 
cation 'firm as a rock' Australia, r S90. 3 a safe us raw 

Peter and his fuzzy pals noun h n lital An elaboration of 

peter (the penis}, os 2001 

peter—crazy adjective ise e< ith having - ith men us, 79x2 
peter drops; peter; petes noun eofical 1 I nut drops; gener¬ 
ally, any central neivous system depressant us 1933 
peter-eater noun a person who enjoys performing oral sex on men 

peter-gazer noun i prisone ho cannot tide 11 interest in other 
men's pemses while in the showers us. 2001 
peter heater noun 1 \ a wetsuit os 

1991. 2 in Canadian military aviation, the pitot heater. The 'pitot 
tube' is a small tube pointed forward intottae'afrstreamyto 
compare inside and outside pressure and measure airspeed. In 
cold weather, it can freeze up and must be heated electrically 

CANADA. tsSS 

peterman noun a safe-breaker uk, 1900 

Peter O'Toole noun 1 I, especiall 1 bar si I Rhyming slang, 
fcfftted'ffefi't the name of the celebrated i|®i%act 0 r (b 1 Softer 


peter out verb to gradually cease; to come to an end OS 1834 
peter pan noun 1 rom J.M. Barrie’s 

immortal hero Refer Pan uk m2. 2 a pan used by prostitutes while 
washing a customer's penis A crude if smart allusion t}: J.M. 

Barrie us, 1974 

peter parade noun a r , for signs of 

sexually transmitted infections os, 1947 
peter pilot noun a co-pilot, especially one in training os rasz 
peter pocket noun the vagina. Seen as a container for a peter (penis) 

OS, 2001 

peter-puffer noun a person who performs oral sex on a man os resz 
Peters and Lee; peters noun an act of urination. Rhyming slang 
for pee or wee, formed from a 1970 s recording act os 199s 

peter thief noun rs’ cells. From 

peter ^akW^rmiA mo 

peter thin noun 1 pri ner h 1 1. ther cells From peter 

(a cell) arc me 


peter tracks 1 


Pete Tong noun 1 ii M L 11 A 1 1 1 1 tional drug best 

known as ecstasy, identified by IT en bossed on the tablet. 
Disguising Pf fpfh the name of a UK DJ associated with the rave 


Pete Tong adjective wrong FI. 1 - I 1 - I m the name of 

popular club and BBC Radio 1 DJ, Pete long (b 1960 ) uk, 1996 
peth noun Pethidine™ a branded central nervous system depressant 


petro adjective nxioil ll“ 01 IIlaid US 2003 

petrol bowsers; petrols noun 1 1 1 FI 1 11 in slang. Petrol 
bowser is a proprietary name for a pump Australia, 1971 
petrol head noun 1 a motor vehicle enthusiast Australia, ms. 2 a fast 
and reckless driver niw//.aland, im 

petrol tank noun lang for wank 


Petticoat Lane noun a physical pain; a pain (a nuisance). Rhyming 
Slang, formed on London's JSMtus Sunday market uk m2 
Petula noun central L< id n Aim t certain 1 reference to singer 
Petals Clark (b.1932) who enjoyed lasting success with the songs 
'Downtown' and 'Don't Sleep in the Subway' uk 2003 
Peyton Place noun the face. Rhyr lin Ian 1 1 ned from the title 
of 1956 novel by G at e Met; lious, prob; bly re membered here for 
television drama series, 1964-69 uk 799s 
pezzy; pez adjective Inferior, of poor quality. Derives from 'peasant' 

PFC noun a private 11 no 1 11 it a private first class became 

upon, his discharge from duty>irmepwtm us; ms 
Pfizer riser noun itr te r 1 irketed as Viagra™, an anti¬ 

impotence drug; Viagra™ is manufactured by Pfizer, and 'riser' is a 
convenient rhyme that suggests the drug's power to stimulate, art 
erection us, ms 

PFO adjective a hospital patient who was injured while drunk. From 
'pissed,, aifiver' Australia, ®sz 

PFQ pretty fucking quick A variation of pdq (pretty damn quick) uk, 

1 998 

pfund noun >see: FUNT 

p-funk noun 1 heroin After the drug-driven music of George 
Clinton’s Parliament-Fun/radelic u> 1 is 2 crack cocaine and 
phencyclidine mixed for smoking us, 1994 
PG noun 1 paregoric elixir, a flavoured tincture of opium designed to 
assuage pain us. 1953. 2 a paying guest. An initialism uk ms 
PG adjective excellent. An abbreviation of 'past gone' us, 2004 
PG&E noun electric shock treatment I rom the electric utility Pacific 
Gas and ftettric Company us, 19a 

PG bag noun i 11 11 I 1 1 it 11 1 11 t “ 11 il effects your per¬ 

sonal gear us, 2000 

PGT adjective doctor h rthand ft the facetiou diagnosis (applied 
to a casualty patient): pissed (drunk), got thumped. Recorded in an 
article about medical slang in British (3 London and 1 Cambridge) 
bos[frbjs UK 2m 

PG Tips noun t well-known 

brand of tea, a product which is famously, perhaps not 
fipi«eid&n.tatly, advertised by chimpanzees w, m2 

phantasmagoria noun 1 1 1. visual display The term was 

coined for an 1802 exhibit 1 n of optica llu 11 1 L ul 1 1 

used throughout the C19, forgotten, and then briefly revived in 
•,the hippie era of the 1960s and 70s uk isoz 
phantom gobbler noun an anonymous giver of oral sex uk 2002 
phantom off verb in surfing, to end a ride voluntarilyAUSTRAt/A 1977 
phantom punch nickname the punch thrown by Muhammed Ali 
(then Cassius Clay) that was not seen but which knocked out his 
opponent Sonny List0$%i'25tF> May 1965 us. 199s 
Phar Lap odds noun 1 1 h e lacing er high >dds Phar Lap 
(1926-32), one of the greatest racehorses of all time, often ran 
with very high : .0ddSAUST/t4UA, im 
pharmies noun 11- rip n nedi ition us, 2003 
pharming noun the mixing and then consumption of the mixed 
pri^ij|jtib?drugs us. 2001 

phase 4noun a pill of MDMA, the recreational drug best known as 
ecstasy, mixed with sufficient amphetamine for a 4-hour effect. 
Similarly, a- ‘phase 8' has an 8-hour effect m m2 
phat adjective e eller 1 In 111 II - I il 1 1 11 1 pelling of fat 
( good); ijffgfrrally black usage, now widespread via hip-hop culture 

phat 2 death adjective extremely good us. 7999 
phat-phat; put-put noun a motorcycle, a three-wheeled motor- 
scooter taxi. Echoic INDIA, 
phatty! great! us, mt 

P-head noun a frequent user f phenobarbita 1 entral nervous 
system depressant us m2 







pheasant | Picasso 
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pheasant noun in a gamb ing cheating scheme, a victim us, 1974 
pheasant plucker noun a 'pleasant fucker'. A popular Spoonerism 
that is also pan of the well-krtown torigire-twisters: 'I'm not a 
pheasant plucker / I'm a pheasant plucker'srson / And: I'm only 
plucfchg pheasants / 'Til the pheasant plucker comes' and 'I'm not 
the pheasant plucker / I'm the pheasant plucker’s daughter / And 
_',®n not plucking pheasants / When some pheasant plucker 
oughta'. Often used iron-ically with thessense 'unpleasant-fiicted 

phenie noun a capsule of phenobarbital, a central nervous system 
depressant us, 1971 

phennie noun a capsule of phenobarbital, a central nervous system 
depressant us, 1974 

pheno noun il nervous system 

depressant uk 19m 

phenomenon noun prodi 11 mar II per n animal or thing 

phet freak noun an amphetamine addict us, 1975 
phew! used for expre ing relie 1 A in 1 n the legendary, 
cliched tabloid weather headline Phew! What a scorcher!' uk wo* 
Philadelphia bankroll noun 11 I 1 In unnation note 
wrapped around small-denomination notes, givi"g the impression 
of a great deal of money us, 1%s 

Philadelphia lawyer noun 1 hi III II 1 • ver who is not 

guided by scruples or ethics. One of many unwarranted slurs on a 
wife,city us, rm 

Philadelphia mafia noun m 1 in 11 - id pioducers and 

radio personalities based in Philadelphia in the late 1950s os, m2 
Philadelphia roll noun a Philadelphia bafiMI Us 1972 
phile noun a c r hacking us, 

philharmonic noun iter. Rh ning slang uk, 1992 

Philistine noun a usurer us, m 

Phillies Blunt; Phillies; Philly; Phillie noun a cigar re made to 
contain marijuana Generic usage but originally made with a 
brand name Phillies B^unt? rM cigar us. 1992 
Philly noun Philadelphia, Pennsylvania us, mi 
philosopher noun a card chesfcys i%7 

Phil the fluter; phil noun a gun. Rhyming slang for shooter, fr prn, 
the eponymous hero of an Irish comic bal ad 'Phil the Fluter's 
Ball', i*$k' m 

Phil the Greek nickname His Royal Highness Prince Philip (b.1921), 
Duke of Edinburgh, Earl of Merioneth and Baron Greenwich, born 
Prince of Greece and Denmark. Probably coined by satirical 
magazine Private Eye: ftrOverlooks the fact that Prince 
actually Danisftf'fK 1994 

phish noun an ir 1 on the Internet 

US. 2004 

phish verb he Internet us, 2003 

phishing noun the act of stealing credit card data on the Internet us, 

phiz noun 1 pin 1 especiall 1 1 1 jed I tudy hong song, 1984. 
2theface; the expression on the face. An abbreviation of 
'physiognomy' Also variants 'phizz' and ‘phjrz'uk; r«« 
phizgig noun a police informer. Variant of fizgig Australia, 1955 

phizog; physog; fizzog noun I a lie pre ion on the face. 

An abbreviation of 'physiognomy uk, isn 
Phoebe noun in dice games, a roll of live us, 1945 

phoenix noun LSQ uk, 2003 


phone call noun in prison, a remark that someone wants to talk to 
you US. 1990 

phonecard deal noun in prison, a trade that values a marijuana 
cigarette at one phonecard uk 1996 

phone phreak; phone freak; phreaker noun a person who 
electronically and fraudulent y manipulates international telephone 
gills. UK use. The original phone phreaks thought of themselves 
as telecommunications hobbyists (John Markoff; Wired Style, 1996) 
ygim 

phone phreak; phreak verb ions 

system. A play on 'freak' us, ms 

phone spot noun a teleph me I ti 1 used in a bookmaking oper- 


phone wench noun 1 male ust mer 1 e representative us 199c 
phoney; phony adjective fraudulent; fake: without substance us, issu 

phoney; phony noun substance us 

phoney-baloney adjective utterly falsf us, iom 

phonus balonus noun rtsiKen.se. An elaboration of phoney-baloney 

us. 1932 

phony noun a iA I f pi in irds that is either tacked or marked 
for cheaflbjgus 1979 

phooey used for registering iisb 1 An disgust us, 1929 
photies noun photographs uk 2002 

photo finish; photo; photer noun Guinness IM , the branded Irish 
stdjifiaWyWjng slang uk 19a 
photog; fotog noun a photographer us. ten 
photogenic verb to remember something or someone in photo¬ 
graphic detail uKim 

phucked adjective jg-mt I-I Delibera m pel I ing of fucked 

(intoxicated) inspired by widespread use of phot (excellent) uk, 1999 

phull on adjective ill li I L ll l I I il ell i ng of FULL ON 

(absolute) probably inspired by the widespread use of phat 
(excellent) uk n ® 

phunky; phungky adjective funky iftialt. its senses, but especially 
fashionable 01 as a descriptor of music Deliberate misspellings 
inspired by the widespread use of phat (excellent) uk 1994 

phus-phus noun ) TOBAGO, 1984 

phwoar noun a sexually attractive person. From the lecherous 
exclamation 'phwoar!' uk, 2002 

phwoar!; phoorl; fwoarrrgh! n enthusiastic, 

possibly lecherous, reaction to a sexy someone or something ljk, 

phy noun methadi 1 An lortening if Physeptone™, a branded 
mefhtdonehydrochloride uk 1971 
physical adjective ► get physical to become viCtefifcus, 1996 
physical jerks noun physical exercises, Originally 'jocular, now 
cdmirhonplaeii*, 1919 

physio noun 1 2 physiotherapy 

AuSmiM, teas 

physsie noun last Barbados, ms 

PI noun a pimp USi :$$$- 
pi adjective p/OUS UK 1S91 

piano noun ► on the piano lost us, 1968. ► play the piano tdjx 
search for particles ol crack cocaine wild your fingers in an 
obsessive and compulsive manner us. m2 
PIB noun some ck. A 'person in 

black' us, 1990 


phone noun 111 pi 1 ' 1 le toilet b< 11 1 I Ion the bowl 
empties of wafer, 11 is possible to la k to prisoners in other nearby 
cells using the pipes to carry the soundwaves Australia, 197s 
phone verb ► phone it in of an entertainer, to go through the 
motions; io produce a half-hearted performance uk 2003 
phone box noun a temporary latritjl^: age; 


pic noun 1 a picture uk iss 4. 2 a phonograph record us, i960 
Picasso noun a card cheat who marks cards for Identification in 
another player's hand US, im 

Picasso arse noun 1 om 1 h in I 1 ir too tight. The works 
of celebrated artist Pablo Picasso (1881 -1973) inspire this,abstract 
irnagg of a muttHbuttoek@d female uk 2002 
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Piccadilly; picca | piddle 


Piccadilly; picca adjective silly. Rhyming slang, based on the famous 
cental London location uk 1992 
Piccadilly Percy noun mercy. Rhyming slang uk, 1979 
piccalilli noun il H 11 _ iii-1 willy, formed on a 

popular pickle UK ms 

piccaninny no™ 1 hi -11 1 ilian A riginal 'll on idered 
offensive Australia, w/. 2 a sma I b ack c hild; children; occasionally 
any black person. From Spanish pequeno (small) or Portuguese 
pequeno (small.- Originally applied in the West Indies,Srjd US 
without being considered racist; now highly offensive and 
derogatory or, in a black-on-black context, judgemental and nega¬ 
tive. Also variants 'piccarp, 'picamnny pickaninn/tastd 'pickney' 

piccaninny daylight; piccaninny damn noun the beginning of 

dawn; first light Australia, ise6 

piccie; piccy noun Australia. i %7 

piccolo noun 1 1 rral sex us, m 7. 

2 a record player us. 1953 

piccolo and flute; piccolo noun a suit (of clothes). Rhyming slang; 

a ySjti'Sl Of WHISTLE AND FLUTE UK I 960 

Piccy noun Piccadtltyi.bondon uk t962 
piche noun they^naos ms 

pick nouni a pickpockel us, 1949. 2 an oversized comb, used for 
bushy hau us. 3 1 — II- 1 1 I 1 1 - land, 1995 ► on 

the pick drini 1 ... 1 I n pick and choose, this is the 

rhyming slang equivalent of on the booze uk , 1992 
pick verb 1 to challenge imeone 1 fight - t 1 os 2 to tease 
or kid someone us urn. ► pick fruit to find and select a homo- 
► pick lint to focus on petty 

► pick the 

cherry to d nvo ih ugh re< raffi ight ►pickup 

your marbles and go home to quit an effort, especially to do so 
with a lack of ► pick your arse to 

waste your lime uk, ms. ► pick your brains to seek and obtain 
information from someone with specialist knowledge uk ms 
pick and choose; pick noun alcohol, drink. Rhyming slang for 

pick and pay noun 1 1 isin< 1 meth I f paying off bets in 
blackjack, in which the dealei evaluates each player's hand and 
pays or collects that player’s bet, and then moves to'thfthfltt 
player o$.tko 

pick-ed miss noun 

intentional spoonerism of 'a wicked piss' us ms 
pick 'em noun ther team Is 

favoured and the bettor must pick the winner os, mi 
pickem up truck noun a picSirp tsgefe Jocular os. m 


picker noun 1 a finger us 1945. 2 a pickpocket us, 1950 
Pickettymitch noun 1 ditch hyming ing, j ularly contrived from 
the name of a UK pop group of Hie late 1960s and early 70s uk. 


pickle noun 1 a | pleasant difficulty 

uk 1562. 2 a torpedo us, 194s. 3 a handgun us, 1950. 4 in horse racing, 
a regular but uninformed bettor Australia, run sin lobstering, the 
brine that accumulates In a bait box produced by decomposing 
bait fish and the salt used to preserve the bait fish os 197s. ► off 
your pickle drunku/c 2002 
pickle verb to embalm a corpse us r am 

pickled adjective dronl-W 

pickled onion noun a bunion Rhyming slang uk vm 
pickled pork noun chalk, fijijfijfag Jiang uk ms 
pickled punks noun in r rrn il, a sid 1 display of jars, each 
with afoetus preserved in formaldehyde os i960 
pickle fork noun in electric line work, an insulated line tool formally 
known as a prong tie stick us, mo 
pickle me tit! used for expr 1 1 urpri 1 

pickle party noun male masturbation us. 2001 


pickle, pull and climb verb to drop a load of bombs and fieft 
climb to evade groundfire us, 1991 

picklepuss noun in ' ' 1 I 1 1 I 1 il mi in 1 | pv person. In the 
same vein as sourpuss, with 'pickle' conveying ihe sour quality us, 


pickle-stabbers noun shoe / pointed toes 

CANADA, mr 

pickle tickle noun an act of sexual intercourse us, 2001 
pick-me-up noun 1 2 a dose of a central 

nervous system -Stimulant us, raw 
pick mooch noun 1 1 1 1 1 iii no il, 11 1 Ip i a ill not pay for 
handicapping information, but instead bets as those who have 
paid for the information bet US, 1997 
pick off verb in f I-i tch a player bluffing os, 1979 
pick on verb to tease or victimise someone uk 1937 
pick the bones out of that! 1 used as a challenge to unravel, or 
retort to, or refute, an argument uk mi. 2 a catchphrase that 
accompanies expectoration uk im 
pickup noun 1 a short-term sexual partner us, isti. 2 a police order to 
detain and bring a person to the station for questioning os, 1977. 

3 in the entertainment industry, a commitment to finance pro¬ 
duction of a set number of episodes of a television; programme us, 

pick up verb 1 to meet someone and form a casual liaison in which 
at least one of the pan has sexual ambitions involving the other 
uk 1698. 2 to pay a bill, especia Iv wher the accounting is for more 
Sian one person; to meet the expense of financing or sponsoring 
something us mt . 3 to smoke marijuana us, m2. ► pick up on 
to comprehend something us mo 
pickup girl noun a street prostitute Australia, 1956 
pickup man noun in rn illega < ter 1 perse 1 ho takes bets from 
players to a central location and pays off viftfttng bets us. m3 

picky adjective t BAHAMAS, 1982 

picky-head noun a black pe 

picky-puck noun i boat powered 

by such an ^rtgtfie Canada im 

picnic nouni m il - - |-i 111 i i m in i ,'2extended 
foreplay and/or sexual intercourse us, m 3 . 3 sex involving many 
people and many acts; an orgy us raw. 4a difficult situation new 
Zealand, 1998. s something difficult, unpleasant, messy, confusing, 
etc. An ironic use Australia, isos. ► no picnic a difficult situation 
or circumstance uk isss 

picnic verb (used of fishing boats) to congregate in one area where 
fish are plentiful Barbados, 1965 

pic pac noun in cake a set number 

of films. An abbreviation of 'picture package’ us. 1990 
picturenouna beau ful per 1 ir thing. < 11- 1 in the pliiase 'pretty 
as a picture' uk. isis. ► get the picture to understand a situation 
uk 1938. ► in the picture aware of what is goipg-bn uk 1900 
picture card; picture noun in a deck of playing £afds,;#tiy jack, 
queen or king us. mi 

picture gallery noun in circus and carnival usage, a heavily tattooed 
person us. ra® 

picture of the queen noun 1 -1 li i_ m 11 note Basically a 

copy of US 'picture of Abe' (a $5 note), except that the queen’s 
tfSce appeals on aMenominatrorrs issued in England and Wales uk 

pictures noun money us, razz. ► take pictures to use radar to 
measure a vehicle's speed us, raz6 
picture-taker noun a police officer using radar us, raze 
picturize verb 1 to explain something; to put someone in the 
picture. Roya Navyslangui - 2 to film something India 1979 

piddle noun urine; an information uk m 
piddle verb 1 to urinate uk /me. 2 to rain uk 1887. 3 to steal 
something us 1 is 4 in bar dir e g; mes, to roll the dice to 
determine who wi I go first in the game us, razi. s in tiddlywinks, 









piddle about | pig 
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to make a minute change in a pile us 1977. 6 to build something 
|Mt ffiatchsticks us, ra89 

piddle about veib tu ourself loing nothing newzealand, im 

piddle around verb lund uk 1545 

piddler noun in prison, a prisoner assigned to work in a craft shop 

US. 1SB0 


piddling adjective n II II li u I ill ill ‘' i 1TLAND, 1559 

pie noun i the vulva us. mi. 2 a woman as a sexual object us ms. 

3a person who is overweight Probably from the chant 'who ate all 
the pies?' uk. 200; 4 a pizza. An abbreviation of the rarely used, full 
pie* us ?se? 

pie and chips of the differ¬ 

ence between the sexes, especially wild an ironic regard to equal 
roppoftuhitieiijfj IS96 

pie and liquor; pie and licker noun a vicar. Rhyming slang uk m2 
pie and mash noun 1 lang for slash 

uk 1974. 2 radio interference. Rhyming slang for citizens' band 
radio jargon 'hash' (channel interference) uk mi. 3 cash. Rhyming 
'slang t*; m2 

pie and mash adjective h I nin lar 1 1 flash hi 102 

pie and one noun a son; the sun Rhyming slang uk mi 

pie book noun a railwayman's meal ticket us 1977 

pie car noun in the circus, a dining car on Hie circus train us 19m 

pie card noun a meal ticket; a means of surviving; a union card US. 

pie cart noun 1 catering trucl wZ ealand, no 
piece nouni a v 2 an ounce of 

drugs us me. 3 cocaine uk 003. 4crack cocaine uk 2003. sa 
handgun. Conventidnal Engl^h/from Cl6 until the late C19, tl|fj> 
dormant, then slang, c hief v used in the US 1 is, mo. 6 a snack us 
1970. 7 a slice of bread, espec i; I y bread and spread; a sandwich 
Originally just *a slice of bread'. Also seen in English dialect use 
from Northumbria to Cornwal uk. Scotland, it a/. 8 (especially with 
children) a sandwich. Used in the south and west of mainland 
Australia AtcvsrAvtz// 2003. 9a well executed work of graffiti art. An 
abbreviation of 'masterpiece' us tool 10 a domicile, be it a room, 
apartment of bouse us. zm 

piece book noun a graffiti artist's notebook containing ideas, 
outlines, sketches and plans for future graffiti pieces us. 1990 
piece man noun in armed bo< oil hired killer us, 1974 
piece of ass noun a woman as a sexual object; sexual intercourse us, 

piece of brass noun a prostitute. Elaboration of brass nail; brass (a 
prostitute), playing on 'piece ol arse' (an attractive woman) uk 2001 

piece of cake noun anything.nr ered to be easily 

achieved or acquired. Originally Royal Air Force usage us. 1936 
piece of change noun altfftroiTiiTioney us, me 
piece of cunt noun sex with a woman; a woman as a sexual object 

piece of duff noun a young male homosexual prostitute, a rent boy. 
On the model of piece of ass (a woman as a sex object); from duff 
(the buttocks), probably informed by duff (inferior), and possibly 
by a rhyme of puff (a tteffioMisLial male) uk 19 96 
piece off verb to dMd# an ounce of drugs. ;«fge (an ounce) 

US. 1984 

piece of leg noun sex us, 1977 

piece of meat noun a woman as a sexual object; sex us. 196s 
piece of piss noun anything hat can be achif ed easily. This 
alliterative vShifen on piece of cake was originally Royal Aififiaree 
-Slang UK 1949 

piece of pistachio noun anything that can be achieved easily. 

Etplipii^ elaboration of piece of piss uk 2002 
piece of shit noun something disgusting or of very poor quality; a 
pesiftwho is greatly disliked us wee 

piece of skin; piece of flesh noun an attractive woman uk me 


piece of steel noun in prison, a homemade knife us me 
piece of trade noun 1 mal 1 identifie 1 1 heterosexual but 
will lei homosexual men perform oral sex on him us, ms 
piece of wet shit noun someth r li 11 1 1 1 1 very poor qual¬ 

ity; a person who is great v disliked A slight intensification of piece 
OF SHIT US W79 

piece of work noun 1 a CjSbferftpfible :RSt|efi;4i'i 192a. 2 a kiHihgcS. 

piece-o-idiot noun 1 mpl 1 I upados ms 
pieces of eight; pieces noun weight. Rhyming s-lartg uk 1992 
piecey noun a slice of bread wild a topping Used especially in 
Victoria AUSTRALIA, 2003 
pie-chopper noun (f^me'uth us is© 

piecrust noun a thin layer of hard snow over soft snow Antarctica, 


piedras noun crack cocaine. I rom the Spanish for 'hailstones', thus 
the image of small, white rocks uk 199s 
pie-eater noun a person of n nsequence lling to mind an 
image of someone whose principa fare is the meat pie, in other 
words, a person with a mundane and narrow view of the world 
judging by their culinary habits. It is claimed that the word was 
coined during World War 2, and referred then specifically to 
conscripted criminals who deserted and thence scrounged free 
pies from the army buffet in Hyde Park, Sydney. There may be 
some truth in this, but there is an example of 'pie-biter' datingjft. 
1911, and «0 perhaps 'pie-eater' may also predate the war 

MjSTRAEIA, 1944 

pie-eating adjective inconse 
pie-eyed adjective ej©B@N#:dturtk us, 1904 
pie factory noun a filehtal institution, us, mz 
pie hole noun the mouth us, 1994 

pie horse noun in rorsn hat ha >er rme< ery poorly So 
named because of the horse's figurative future as the makings of 
a meat pit AUSTRALIA, 1989 

pie in the sky noun.II ir n ften there'll be pie in 

the sky when you die' denoting nr illusory happy ever after; taken 
from a paSjcjy of the hymn 'In the Sweet Bye and Bye': 'You will 
eat, bye and bye, / In that glorious land in trig sky; / Work and pray, 
live on hay, / You'll get pie in the sky when you die' by radical 
labour activist Job Hill (aka Joel Rlaggstrom and Joseph Hillstrbm) 
ffhe Preacher and the Slave', ?1911. Joe Hill was executed in Utah 
in 1915 us, 2000 

pierced up adjective ted with body 

piercings uk m6 
piercing noun graffiti us. 1997 
piercing adjective overbearing us, i960 

pier rat noun a surfer with no regard for surf etiquette us razz 

pier six brawl noun an all-out brawl US. tms 
pies noun the eyes us ms 

pie taster noun on women 

pie wagon noun a police transport truck or van us im 
piff verb to thr nethir liel used in Victoria 
onomatopoeic of something whizzing through ihe ait Australia, 

piffle noun nonsense From the verb (to tal >r ictinafeeble 
mahfler)UK i®o 

pig noun 1 a police officer; n the plural it may mean a number of 
police personnel or the police in general uk im. 2a male 
chauvinist us m2. 3 a person who has a large or indiscriminate 
appetite. A shortened form of 'greedy pig’ uk is 46 . 4a chorus 
dancerus ms. sa promiscuous woman us ms. 6an unattractive 
female ui 7 8 an inferior or 

bad example of anything From an earlier sense as 'an unpleasant 
person’ uk. ms. 9 a 'Humber' one-ton 4x4 armoured personnel 
.caftS^Nicknamed by rtiteops serving in Northern Ireland tluntig 
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the 1970 s; taken out of service in the early : 990 s uk 1974. loan M- 
60 /rnaohinegu», Each squad in Vietnam was assigned an M- 60 , 
ifeaffny’s general-purpose machine gun which entered the 
service in the 1950 s. It was designed to be lrgh»M|ht (23 pounds)' 
and easy to carry. It pfoiyeed a low 'grunting' sound and thus the 
porcine allusions us. 1974. 11 in circus usage, an elephant, male or 
female 12 >f poker, a player who 

declares both high and low US, ms >see: PIG IN THE MIDDLE. 

► in pig pregnant uk ms. ► kill your pig to spoil your chances 
of doing something uk northirn Ireland, 199e 
pig board noun a surfboard with a narrow, tapered point and a 

broad tail us. rm 

pig book noun a student direct h ph raph of each student 

US, 1969 

pig-dog noun a bull terrier Australia, m2 
pig down verb f liter 1 n I r frame us. 1947 
pigeon noun 1 a gulfitfe victim of a swindle ,ik'm 3 2 a young 
woman, especially an attractive one uk os,. 3 a new participant in 
a twelve-step recovery programme such as Alcoholics Anonymous 
us 1998 . 4 an informer A shortened form of stool pigeon us, 1849. 

5 In horse racing, a losing ticket that someone tries to cash In for 
wir e the 7/10 off 

line os, 1967. 7 a urinary bottle used in hospital Ireland, 1999 
pigeon vert to betray someone; to inform on someone us 1959 
pigeon drop noun 3retend to 

find a wallet and convince a third person to share in the proceeds 
of the find us. 1940 
pigfoot noun marijuana us i960 
pigfucker noun a despicable person us, 1 994 
piggie bank noun the tockin in I in er eightwomanus, 

piggies noun ► make piggies to have sex us. i %9 

pigging adjective used 1 111 il| 111 111 n 111 1 n-i leially to nega¬ 

tive effect euphemistic for 'fucking', 'sodding', etc uk 1974 
piggie noun the I WD TOBAGO, 1980 

piggy noun the foe Chi dish, from the nursery rhyme 'This little 
piggy went to market, / I his Vie aiggy stayed at home' uk 19m 
piggyback verb 1 another 

player’s square ns 1996. 2 10 transport loaded fractor trailers on 
railway flat wagons us Skr 

piggyback adjective used of a vehicle, stacked on top of another 
vehicle for transport UR)isgj. 

piggybacking noun the reclamation of an abandoned building, floor 
by floor us »9 

piggy bank noun 1 

2 a toll booth on a turnpike road us 197 e. 3 an acl of masturbation. 
Rhyming slang for wank. Also shortened form 'piggy' uk kjggu ' 

piggy in the middle; pig in the middle noun a person caught in 
the middle of a dispute I rom the traditional children's game us 


piggy parts noun haiTIUS 7996 
pig-ignorant adjective very ignorant uk fjjjgf. 
pig in knickers noun a ver An elaboration of 

PIG UK SCOTLANDtm 

pig in shit noun ► happy as a pig in shit; like a pig in shit 

very happy uk. 1944 

pig in the middle; pig noun urine an acl of urination. Rhyming 
slang for piddle or widdle uk 1992 

pig in the wall noun in “in in br klaying in hich opposite ends 
of a new wall meet at different heights us, 1978 
pig iron noun 1 in 11 1 - 1 11 in 1 I 1 iven to a racehorse 
Australia. 1989. 2a cemrya ride; the metal assembly ofa carnival 
ride us. i960 

Pig Iron Express noun the steel-hauling division of 'Raijffiq 
Intermountain Express company us, 1971 


pig iron monkey noun in o' dr'llmg. a derrick construction worker 

US, 1954 

pig killer noun phencyclidine, the recreational drug known as PCP or 
angel dustus ism 

pig-out noun a session of gorging on food us u/s 
pig out verb to ( lessily US, 1978 

pig party noun mu il nser ual e 1-1 eer le person and mul¬ 
tiple partners us 1988 

pigpen noun 1 2 an illegal gambling 

operation us 1932. 3 in nine wicket croquet, die crossed centre 
wietetsSl. If®' 

pig pile noun an orgy with homosexual men us 1972 
pig-root verb (of a horse) to prop with the front legs and kick up the 
badfeldgsiAipRiita, t*c 

pigs noun ► pigs to to hell with ApgnmiA fso6 
pigs! used for registering derision or contempt. An abbreviation of 
pig's arse! Australia, 1933 

pig's arse! nonsen I Althoi I 1 1 - 1 est record of this 
exclamation is from 1951, the existence of euphemistic forms 
Sach as 'pig's;®'' (dating to 1919) shawth## was clearly in use 
iphyCh earlier Australia, 7951 

pigs' ballroom noun a bar or club where unattractive females 
congregate uk Scotland, 1988 

pig's bum r»£SA§ei3Se AUSTRALIA, 1998 

pig scabs noun I ikaged snack sold in bars uk 

pig's ear noun beer ... lang . hortened to'pigs' 

in UK usage Australia, 1924. ► make a pig's ear; make a pig's 

to bungle; to blunder; to make a mess of something uk 1954 
pig shit run noun 1 u; il 1 m rt flight in the early years of US 
.Mil 1 I 1 11 1 1 h 1 I 111 | it I II “ I 1111 

animals that left reminders of their presence in the/plahesus 7990 
pig-sick adjective irrita I 1 in I 11 I li jsted uk 7967 
pigskin noun a saddle Australia, mo 

pig's Latin noun any coded language used by prison guards us 1984 
pig's lattie noun a sty Polari; a play on lattie (a house) giving 'pig's 
house' UK, W?' 


pig slices noun ham us, 7996 

pig station noun in | 11 n 1 guard itrol r >m us 7984 

pig-sticker noun 1 a knife, e eciall i large knife k 1 90 2 a stick 
with a nail or sharp metal point on one end used for picking up 
paper litter us, 1995 

pig's trotter noun a squatter (an unauthorised occupant). Rhyming 
slang m, tm 

pigsty noun 1 a untidy or ill-kept place ijk 1820. 2 a police station us 

pigtail noun 1 in ini king in electric il cable that connects the 
electrical systems of the trailer and the tractoi cab us, 7977. 2 in 
electric line work, an insulate Iftteij&ol fcrmafly known as a spiral 

pig water noun weak, low quality isss 

pike noun 1 a toll road, a toll motorway us, 1971. 2 a railway us mo. 

3 a glance us 7950 

pike verb 1 in 1 ul in- eek a 1 11 nent cardsus,i962. 

2 (ofa man) to tape the penis and testicles to the body as part of 
anfreffert to pipras a womah (M, w? 
pike out verb to back out of a commit 

piker noun 1 a rank amateur or beginner; a gambler who makes 
small, cautious bets us 1872. 2 a person who opts out of an 
agreement or abandons someone; a weak, cowardly person A 
term, of high contempt in Australia austtmum, 795 0 
pikey noun a ti it ip 1 1 ravelle 5 1 il used of travellers 

by non-travellers U timately from early C16 'pike' (to depart). The 
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actor Brad Pitt played a 'pikey in the trim Sntftch written and 
directed by Guy Ritchie, 2000 UK M 7 
pikkie noun i i lot raph or film i 2 a small 

person, a child, a small child; a small thing. Directly from 
Afrikaans pikkie. Between children usage may be conteh#U©u$, 
Also shortened form 'pitf SCX/th Africa im 
pilchard noun a fool UK, 2001 

pile noun i a great deal of money ui c mi. 2 in poker, the amount of 
money (cash and/oi chips) a player has in front of him available 
for betting os, 1979. ► on the pile in prison us, 1970 
pile verb (from the r lale [ nt of 1 I 1 e / /*» ► pile it 
on to exaggerate 1 1 ff A variation 1 pile on the agony 

[see: agony ] us. m 

pile driver noun 1 a sexual position in which the woman stands on 
her head and the man enters her directly and powerfully from 
above. A term (and practice) found more commonly in 
pornography than real life us 19 5. 2 the active participant in anal 
sex us, 1979. 3 a hole in a road, jarring to the driver when 
encounteraJus m2 

pile in verb to enter en masse, especially a vehicle or a bar us mi 
pile of rocks noun a type of bet in an illegal numbers game lottery 

usytss? 

pile-on noun in often 1 e iespi ible pe in lumsy person; a 
socially awkward person. An image, perhaps, of this person as 

piles noun crack cocaine uk ms 

pileup; pile-up noun a crast.. n ill i; ehicles. Originally 

World War 1 Royal Airfijjce for 'a plane crash 1 , from an earlier 
verb sense used by the navy. Widely used by mn€!$gpis sense 
was virtually cdnvenfidigil. by the mid-1970s uk. 2000 
pilgrim noun 1 or newcomer; also, 

a cow newly imported to the region 1 \nal 1 1962. 2a newcomer to 
a game of poker us. m 

pill noun 1 any central nervous system stimulant us. i%e. 2 a tablet of 
MDMA, the recreation; drug best known as ecstasy. A generic 
usage uk 1996 . 3 a pellet of opium us. 7.7.. 4 a cigarette uk. 1914. 5 a 
rugby ball new Zealand. 2002. 6 in pool, a small (ally ball used as a 
scoring dev-. 7 ► the pill 

1 the contraceptive [i'll Not in practical currency until the early 
1960s uk 1957. 2 the weekly anti-malaria ai I taken by US troops in 
Vietnam, Playing on the birth control pill, then veryffttsh in 
vogue baclfihome-'US.799j 

pillar and post noun a ghost RhyrSfrig slang uk i960 
pilled; pilled up adjective under the influence of central nervous 
system stimulants or depressants us. 1966 

pillhead noun 

MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy us. re® 
pillion pussy noun a woman attracted to motorcyclists. A 'pillion 1 
(probably from the Scottish Gaelic or rish Gaelic for 'rug') is a 
mdWfeyele ^^lewkm^AND tm 
pillock noun a fool I rom a variation of dialect pillicnck or pillcock 
(the penis) dK m 

pillow noun 1 a weak, effeminate, gutless male Australia, 1992. 2 a 
sealed polyethylene bag of drugs us. 1279. ► an extra pillow used 
as a coded references for a prostitute arranged by a hotel 
concierge uk 2005 

pillow-biter noun homosexual male recifir ill\ the passive 
partner in anal intercourse Australia, mi 
pillow-biting adjective homosexual Australia, ms 
pillowcase noun an empty-headed fool us: loss 
pillow pigeons noun bedbugs us, 1947 
pillow talk noun 11 11 ii li issions in bed iggests secrets 
shared,.apt sexually briented talk us, i 0 : 
pill party noun execution in the gas chamber. Pills of cyanide 
dropped into a bucket ot water produce the lethal gas, hence the 
bfeckly fourtQitiuStfeftn t& mi 


pill popper noun a habitual user of drugs in pill form us, 1979 
pill-pusher noun 1 1 I tor, e eciall 1 ecialist in internal medi¬ 
cine uk 1909 . 2 a pharmacist US, mo 

pill-roller noun a detenus 1951 

pills noun the testicles uk u-07. ► on pills dieting. Teen slang us, ms 
pilly noun an abuser of drugs in pill form us, 1970 
pilot noun 1 a pel i I > emain Irug 1 ( to guide another 
through an experience on .1 h; Hut inogenic drug us, 1966. 2a driver 
of any heavy-load vehicle; a bus driver uk 1936. 3 in horse racing, a 
jockey us, m3. 4 a pimp Barbados, ms 
pilot error noun in m itir u er ni nf uration that 
produces errors that at first appear to be the fault of the program 

pim noun the clitoris trinidad and tobago, 2003 
pimp noun 1 a mar hi i pei entage 1 he income derived, 
arranges clients lor a prostitute; a man who lives off the earnings 
of a prostitute uk ieoo. 2 a charming man who attracts women us. 
1997. 3 in a deck 01 playing cards, a jack 01 knave us ress. 4an 
informer to the police 01 othei authorities Australia, 1899. scocaine 

US, 1994 

pimp verb 1 to worl 1 1 irnif -1 it I er a prostitute us, 
1972. 2 lo take advantage of us, 1942. 3 10 act in a stylised, 
fashionable way us mo. 4 to inform; to betray Australia, 193s. sto 
win away the affect 1 fanoth 1 1 n late 79® ►pimp 
your pipe to loan or rent a pipe used for smoking crack cocaine 

pimp adjective 

pimp-ass adjective in the manner of a pimp us, 199s 
pimp-crazy adjective p Ui I 1 I 111 1 II 1 pimp us 1972 
pimp dust noun ne, cocaine 

was an expensive drug enjoyed only by the wealthy, notably by 
iplrwpsKs 1980 

pimped-up adjective flashy; of a car, laden with flashy accessories, 
usually not related to the car’s performance us. 1993 

pimping adjective | ... idle us, 2003 

pimple noun a steep hill Hauliers' slang uk mi 
pimple and blotch; pimple noun Scotch whisky. Rhyming Slang for 
'Scotch' UK I960 

pimple and wart noun Iways used in 

fufSiyse 

pimplie; pimply noun a v ui I especiall potty-faced youth us. 


pimpmobile; pimp-car noun In- n - 1 id ostentatious car, 

whether or not it is actually owned by a pimp us, 1973 
pimp playa noun 1 nan ho present himself in the style and 
manner of a pimp but without, necessarily, trading as an agent for 
ffqStjtytion Urban black slang UKms 
pimp post; pimp rest noun a inures! ir n >le between the 

driver's seat and the passenger seat of a car. Used for the gangster 

pimp roll noun I _ 1 1 n I 11 111 , 1 1 Iking piojecting an 

image of control and dispassion us, 1990 
pimp’s arrest noun Ii I m pin lusing the arrest of a 
prostitute wht' has eft his control us 1972 

pimp shoes; pimping shoes noun flashy, expensive shoes us, m2 
pimp slap verb to strike someone forcefully, usually with the back of 
the hand across the face us 1997 

pimp steak noun a frankfurter us, is# 
pimp stick noun a cigarette holder US @6? 

pimp sticks noui 

prostitutes as is/i 

pimp suit noun a showy, extravagant, tasteless suit us, reso 

pimpsy; pimps adjective tot . . . 1 ociety use; possibly 

the result of silly word p ay (simp e, simps, pimps, pimpsy) uk. m2 
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pimp title noun a pimp's claim on ihe loyalty, services and earnings 
of a prostitute us. w s 

pimp up verb 

something » 

pin noun 1 tl le le II I I II III I i“ I I II 30. 2a 

hypodermic syringe and need e used foi die injection of narcotics 
us. 1973. * a very thin marijuana cigarette us, cm. 4a person who 
serves as« lookout as, m2 >see: pin position 
pin verb i to scrutinise someone or something lo look at someone 
or something intently us «;. 2 to inject a drug us 2003. 3 to tattoo 
something with improvised equipment us 1972. 4 (from the male 
perspective) to have sex uk mi. ► pin for home on the railways, 
to leave work and go home us <977. ► pin on to fix the blame on 
someone us 1979. ► pin one on to consume a dunk Australia, 1957 
pin and needle noun ,1 heel e Rhyming slang. The plural is 'pins 
and needles' uk, ' 

pin artist noun an illegal abortionist us, m2 
pin-brain noun an kfisSUs, isas 

pinch noun 1 an arrest us 1900. 2 a technique used by a man to 
maintain an erection, compressing the base of his penis us 1995. 

3 very potent heroin, bought and used in small amounts us, /99a. 

4 a small amount of marijuana uk « 5 a I ive-dollar note or five- 
dollar betting chip us ms. 6 a steep incline Australia, ms 

pinch verb 1 to arrest someone uk. u.i/. 2 to steal something uk. me. 

3 in horse racing, to win A jockey may; 'pinch 1 a race. A 
bookmaker might manage to 'pinch a little.' Australia, ras9. 

► pinch a loaf to defecate us, 1994 
pinch adjective 

baseball, to bat as substitute) us 2002 
pinch and press verbii che 1 imblir ecretly taking back 
chips from your bet when dealt a bad hand and adding chips 
when dealt a good hara}t4 ms 

pinche adjective used 1 mint nsif roughl the ime as'fucking'. 
Border Spanish used in English conversation by Mexican- 
ASfMfens us) 19M 

pinchers noun shoes, especially tight shoes us 194 5 
pinch hit noun a single irifiaiafienpOf KiarijuSnauS 
pinch pipe noun 1 mall pipe designe hold enough marijuana 
for a single inhalation Sma I, easily hidden from parents and 
teachers, and economical Os, 1993 
pin dick noun a male with a small penis os, 20m 
pin-drop silence noun absolute si ence. Indian English, from the 
familiar phrase 'so quiet you could hear a pin drop' India, 2001 
pine noun marijuana uk .Mr 

pineapple noun 1 hand grenade 

or Type 59 grenade ; is, 1 ns. 2 a combination of cocaine and heroin 
us, 1973. 3a male homosexual Perhaps as .1 specialisation of fruit, 
possibly punning on anal sex as 'taking the rough end of the 
pineapple' uk. 1972. 4 a City dollar note I rom its yellowish colour 
Australia. 1992 5 a clciool Glasgow rhyming slang, with a stress on 
the second and third syllables uk Scotland, urn. 6 in electric line 
work, a spool insulator us. ra®. 7 unemployment benefit uk 1937 
pineapple chunk; pineapple noun 1 a bunk bed; a bunk (ah aft# 
running away) uk mi. 2 semen Rhyming slang for spunk uk 2003 
Pineapple Express nouns wind from the south, onshore in British 
Columbia, which is said to have the scent of Hawaiian pineapples 
and is warm, occasionally blowing.rift the winter. An explanation for 
the warmer Climate on Canada's west coastthan inland Canada, 


pineapple juice noun a rain storm in Hawaii us. #1: 

pine box release; pine box parole noun death us. 


pine top noun tron ill I manufacti I hisky us, 1999 

ping nouni an attempt; an effort . hot iss 2an injection 

of a drug new Zealand, 1932. 3 the sound caused in a car engine by 
low 'quality fuel or bad timing us, im 


ping verb 11 me or something. Royal 

Navy slang; probably echoic of a radai s noise uk resz. 2 to hit 
something with a projectile Australia 1 m. 3 of a racehorse, to 
jump well uk 2003. 4 to penalise or fine someone for for breaking a 
rule or law Australia, 1934 ► ping the pill to remove a small 
amount of a drug from a capsu e or pac ket for your later use us 
i97a 

pinger noun a chunk of gold that makes a noise as it hits the pan 
CANADA, $0$., 

pingers noun 1 - used in New 

Zealand since the 1950s ni wZ ealand, 2002 
ping-in-wing; ping in the wing; ping-wing; ping shoWftto 

inject a drug into the arm An elaboration of pin (a syringe) 
combined with wing (the armluSI Jm 
ping-pong noun a small photographic portrait Barbados, ms 
pingpong verb (used of a doctor engaged in insurance fraud) to 
needlessly refer a patient to a number of specialists us. m2 
pinhead noun 1 2 irson whose 

intftfefl in playing pinball approaches the level of obsession us, 

1977 . 3 an amphetamine user us 1971. 4 in ihe language of 
snowboarding, a skier us, 1990. s a railway brakeman us, m 
pink noun 1 a white person us. 1945. 2 a liberal; a socialist; a 
communist sympathiser us, 1927. 3 the open vagina. Widely used in 
pornography, and beyond us 4 proof of car ownership. A 
shortened form of pink slip us, ms. s a capsule of secobarbital 
sodium (trade name Seconal™), a central nervous system depress¬ 
ant us 1967 . 6 a casino gambling token worth $2 50 us. mi. 7 in 
poker, a flush consisting of either hearts or diamonds us, m3. 8 In 
horse racing, a track police officer Derived ton the Pinkerton 
Agency us, 1947 

Pink noun a dete n 11 nth Pinker n A 1 strikebreaking 
was among the several roles played by the Pinkerton Agency us 

pinkurf/ecf/Vei h n exual. Tradit nal ml 1 1 1 girl, blue for a 
boy'. As an absolutely negative association the colour pink was 
used in Nazi Germany to label homosexuals for segregation, 
internment and exterminadOftTin post-World-War-2 Britain, pink 
had connotations of effeminacy; in the 1970s poiBeally active 
homosexuals adopted the colour-coded symbolism and pink slowly 
took on a generally positive tone both in the gay and wider 
community, especially as 1 marketing designation uk 2003. 2 white; 
Caucasian us; 1943. ► all pink in poker, a flush consisting of all 
hearts or all diamonds US, J967 

pink 125 noun a tablet of MDMA, the recreational drug best known 
as ecstasy. From the colour and the 125 mg dosage uk 2002 
pink-assed adjective somewhat angry w, IM2 
pink blotters noun a type of LSDI^zj^ft 
Pink Cadillac noun 1 11 IDMA, the recr rtional drug best 

Shown as ecstasy. The colour of the tablet inspires tto.Vftrrriate itr 
■t&ftra rtjlt Iuxhijp transport uk 19% 
pink champagne noun 1 methamphetamine with a pinkish colour 
produced by the presence of the stimulant pemoline us, ws9. 2 a 
mfcijfcocaine and herein uk 1996 
pinker noun in- poker, a timid bettor us. iser 
pinkers noun a pink gin. Naval in origin uk mi 
pink eye nouni 2 special 

contact lenses worn by card cheats to see uminous markings on 
the back of cards us, mss 

Pink Floyd noun a potenl lype of LSD. Honouring the rock group 
Pink Floyd, from lhen early days in the ate 1960s when they were 
considered avant garde and psychedelic,Uk 
pink heart noun an amphetamine tablet us, 1997 

pinkie nouni tly among 

2 .1 

white person, especially a male. Recorded in use by black 
teenagers uk 1x7. 3 a pink-eyed albino Also variant'pinky 'uk m2. 

4 the vagina trinidad and tobago, cm. 5 a bruised eye us mo. 6 in 
Vancouver, a warning ticket Canada, m2. 7 a racing greyhound that 
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races best from the outside position Australia, ns9. 8 in 
Newfoundland, cheap wine t anada, i « . 9 an early model long- 
wheel base '110' Land Rover. Used by the British military uk ms 

>see: PINK SPEEDBALL 

pinkie cheater noun a latex fnger glove used during digital examin- 

pinkie-load noun n rvin ind pot-h ling a piece of equipment so 
light that it can be picked up by a little finger; hence, a person in 
a group Who is not carrying his or her fair share. From pinkie (the 
s, §6:le finger) m, aw 

pinkie ring; pinky ring noun i ring om on the little fi iger 
especially an ostentatious ring worn by a criminal us, 1975 
pinkies noun underwearig:$|f 

pink lady noun (tradename 

Seconal™), a tpftal nervous system depressant us. 19m 
pink lemonade noun eaningfli I njected ntravenously. An often 
lethal substitute for methedrine us, 1971 
pink lint adjective having little or no money, penniless Rhyming 
slangier skint uk, mi 

pink mafia noun any group of women banded together, especially 

lesbians us, w/ 

pinko noun a liberal, a socialist; a communist Originally applied to 
Communist party members, subsequently (in the late 1950s) to 
anyone who disagreed with the dominant culture and petes 
Also used attributively.fi^;.fgfe ’ 

pink oboe noun lie ; “in 1 ned I rtiri Peter Cook (1937-95) 
for a sketch performed in Amnesty International'S The Secret 
Policeman's Ball 

pink palace noun 1 pink (homose¬ 

xual) with an alliterative location on 2000. 2 the prison at Hobart 
AUSTRALIA, 1993 

Pink Panther noun i ri » 1 1A i i i reational drug best 

known as ecstasy, identified by tf)i,©lour and embossed Pink 
Panther frffitif uk 2002 

pink pants noun rubbish. An elaboration of'pants' (rubbish) ok 2004 
pink piccolo noun the penis, uk mi 
pink puffer noun 1 it 1 in li 1 1 npl ema 
pink-ribbon case noun 1 criminal 1 1 1 1 1 been thoroughly 

and professionally investigated by the police. It is said that the 
police hand the prosecutor a case like this with f pinkufjbbon 
arbtiftjf it us 1932 

pink robots noun a type $f’ijp§jg> 199s 
pink slip noun the proof of car ownership u$;M 
pink snapper noun the vagina nt ne pink 1 he open vagina) 
with 'snapper' (various fish are so-ca ed), thus fish (the vagina); 
'snapper' also suggests the image of a mouth - that closes us. 2001 
pink speedball; pinkie noun a mixture of pharmaceutical cotaine 
and Dipipanone, an opiate marketed yndefthe brand name 
DigSilBjiW'tsc 20m 

pink tea noun n effemina nale horn ial us, 7957 
pink-topnouna 11 ill lal f heroin rk I ith r pink plastic cap. 
The pink plastic cap denotes a variation in purity and price us, 2002 

pink torpedo nou, ggressive 

imagery us. 1984 

Pinkville noun an area In the [ ince 1 ran Ngai, South 
Wetnar®pj|her named because of the area's appearance on maps 
or because of the strong presence of<S»mmunist forces irt'#® area, 
SspPi ‘ ■ 

pink wedge noun a type of 1970 

pink witch noun a type 

pinky verb in : dice to see who 

will play first us, mo 

Pinky and Perky; pinky noun 1 1 (rr 1 1 lyming slang, 
formed on the puppets of twin pigs who, from 1957, became 
children’s televison stars and recording artists uk 1992 


pinky's out of jail! your slip is.showing! us, 1955 

pin-money noun p i< ng .riginall N 16 practice of a 

husband allotting to his wife a certain amount each year for per¬ 
sonal expenses uk im7 

pinned adjective 1 I after opiate use us, use,. 

2addicted to drugs. I rom pin (a hypodermic syringe) us. 1997 
pinned up adjective 1 1 jg-int ited 11 pinned (the condition of 
the pupils when intoxicated) uk 1993 
pinny noun a pjiatfcre us, mi 
pinny adjective very small; MfiBAiloS; ixs 

pin position; pin noun the front position in an authorised taxi rank 

pin shot noun an improvised injection of a drug in which the skin is 
pricked and an injection made directly into the wound us, 1949 
pinster noun a bowler us. 1953 
pint noun a short person us. 1997- 

pinta noun 1 a pint f milk. From le advertisir logan Drinka 
pinta milka day' uk ms. 2 a prison Spanish slang used by English- 
speaking Mexican-Amertcans us. 2000 
pint pot noun a pint glass, usually for draught beer uk, 1999 

pint-size; pint-sized adjective 11 >[ 1 ier 1 tature, small uk 

pin-up noun 1 of a sexually 

attractive person; the person who is the subject of or has the 
characteristics, required for, such a picture. Originally, frorn-ttefecl 
that such images were pinned’ up on walls us. mi 
PIO's noun in the language fhar li er mini by the flier. 

An abbreviatiorirof'pilot-Znduced oscillatiotjsfitiS 2m 
pip noun 1 the best, the finest. I rom 'pippin' (the best) us, 1897. 2 a 
star worn by military officers as an indication of rank uk 1917. 3 an 
unidentified spol on a radar screen us 1947. 4 a woman's menstrual 
period us, 2001. 5 In the whe-whe ottery game, a bet that is close 
to the winning number ► give 

someone the pip to annoy soifetJfte.&c im 
pip verb to defeat someone by a narrow margin Sometimes 
elaborated to 'pip at the post' uk 1939 
pipe nouni the 2 1 ted for drug 

injection us m2. 3 any wind or reed instrument us, raw. «an 
exhaust pipe us, m2. 5 a telephone uk m 1. s the firing chamber of 
a handgun us use 7 an electric outlet Barbados, ms. 8 a sufficient 
measure of marijuana fcr a pipe Recorded as 

Afril 1 in p in 19 ( 9 nn urement of time; 

the distance that could be travelled between rest periods at which 
a pipe could be smoked Canada, 1957. 10 the vertical bar (|) on a 
computer keyboard us, mi. 11 an academically uncha enging 
course us; v.,s\ ► do the pipe 

► on the pipe 1 addicted t cracl ine 191 2 used of a 
conversation between two jail ce s conducted through plumbing 

emptied of water us m2. ► put that in your pipe and smoke 
it!; stick that in your pipe and smoke it! accept the Situation, 
or what you have been told, whether you wish to or notUK 1224. 

► take the pipe ► The Pipe 

General Douglas MacArthui (1880-1964) of the IJS Army. From 
his love of a corncob pipe us, 19 ,32. ► the pipe Ihe Greenwich 
tunnel (under the River Thames) uk 2007 
pipe verb 1 to smoke crack cocaine in a pipe uk ,too. 2 to look at 
someone or something uk ovv. 3 to fabricate a story us, 1973 
pipe and drum; pipe noun tteanus. Rhyming slang for bum, 
especially in the retort 'up your pipe!' uk mi 
pipe course noun in easy ou e in r rllege li m the older, largely 
forgotten sense of 'pipe' as 'easy to accomplish' us, 1927 
piped odyectfredrunis^drug-intoxicated us 1949 
pipe down verb to be quieter; to shut up. Often exclamatory. From 
the nautical sense (to dismiss by sounding the pipe) <vk ms 
pipehead noun t us, m2 

pipe job noun 1 2 an elaborate, 

fanciful fabricated stray us 196s 
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pipeline no™ i i itizen band rad har lei hich is popular us, 
1976. 2 in the era of analogue phone exchanges, a telephone 
number with a recorded message which' several jsefipfeaeould call 
at the same time, circumvent the recorded message, and speak to 
each other us, 1997 3 the rapid y spreading curl of a breaking wave 
% 1* ’ 

pipeliner noun in the era of analogue phone exchanges, a person 
who called a numbei with a recording, where n was possible to 
r®tmmunicatf yyith others■calling at the same time us, 1997 
pipe-opener noun n horse racing, a short, intense workout several 
days before a race us. raz6 

piper noun a era k ct c tir e I 1 1 tobago, 1993 

pipes noun 1 the vocal chords us. w>. 2 the upper arm muscles US, 


pipesmoker noun a I.tain tk An 11 usion to oral sex us, 1997 

pipe up verb i i i mini e speakir < pecia 11 a situation 
which may require a degree of boldness on the speaker's partwc 
1889. 2 to smoke crack cocaine us 1992 
pipickhead noun i stupid per 1 the rd i 1 ombination ofthe 
Yiddish pipick (navel/bellybutton) and the English word Canada, 2002 
pip jockey noun a radar operator us, 1947 
pipped adjective drunk us, 1982 

pipper noun in mi i it i mli i iation, an timing device on a 
fighter's gunsight Canada, 1995 
pippie noun the penis Bahamas, 1982 
pips noun the female breasts 

pipsqueak; pip-squeak noun an insignificant person uk raw 
piranha noun in any hand with 

any chance of winning us, rass 
pirate noun an un icensed taxi driver uk 1977 
pirate's dream noun From the association of 

pirates enjoying sex with captive teenage boys, or perhaps from 
the punning association of a girl with 'a sunken chest and a box 
full of treasure' us, 1972 
pish noun rubbish, notjseiBg wc m 

pish verb used as an ,1 ternative spel ing for 'piss' (to urinate); hence, 
tOidSff heavily uk. 1997 

pished adjective drunk, A (gyiflijn of pissed (drunk) uk Scotland, 1988 
pisher noun i | “i 1 11 1 juence. Yidd h from German, 

literally fa bed-wetter' us. ms 

piso adjective Military usage; 

derives from Indian currency a pais or pice is one quarter of an 
anna which, rrrtum, igfrqfifi sixteenth of a rupee OK m 7 
piss noun 1 alcoh I | 1 II I 1 2 the act of 

urination; urine. The verb produced the noun. Lale Middle English 
then standard English, until it was deemed vulgar dtifingC19.,|l^ 
sound ofthe word echoes the sound of urination uk, ms. ► on 
the piss on a drinking binge Australia, ms. ► take the piss out 
of to satirise someone or something; to make a joke of someone 
or something, to send up someone or something Australia, 197 6. 

► the piss the betliAuswuA 197 5 

piss verb i to urinate L u torn 01 rench ei and has been 
perfectly good English since C13, but from mid-C18 It has been 
considered a vulgarism uk 1290. 2 to rain heavily Ireland, 1991. 3 to 
accomplish a task easily( a 4 to whinge us. 19.95. ► I 

wouldn't piss in your ear if your brain was on fire I coifiS- 
not care less about u lia ► I wouldn’t piss on you 
if you were on fire 1 ll 1 1 11 I utmost personal 

contempt, uk urn. ► piss in someone's pocket to ingratiate 
yourself with someone; to 1 after someone Australia, 1944. ► piss 
in the wind to engage in 1 ha le utile ityus, 1974 ►piss 
into someone's lent 

2002. ► piss it in to win easily Australia ran. ► piss money 
against the wall; piss it up the wall to squander or waste 
money, especially on drinking c/ra rax, ► piss on 1 to despise or 
(eel contempt for someone or something uk 2000. 2 to drink 
heavily; to continu 1 irinking 'lira ► piss your 


trousers; piss your pants to soi your clothing by accidental 
urination uk, ran, ► piss yourself 1 nigh uproariously. 
Abbreviated from 'piss yourself laughing', from the notion that loss 
of physical control is a consequence of overwhelming laughter uk 


piss- prefix ext(ffile|' : l®Sf*!i,i4 190 

piss about verb to play the fool, to waste time; to make a mess of 
softiidtfiing; to inconvenience someone uk mi 
piss and moan verb to complain iM and forig.US' m 
piss and punk noun bread and water us tsm 
piss and vinegar noun energy, enthusiam, vigour us, 1942 
pissant noun diotall person us, me 
pissant adjective insignificant, smalftlmS^i) mi 
pissaphone noun a funnel-shaped urinal used by the military 
AUSTRALIA[. Wt- 

piSS around verb play the 1 )Ste ime to make a mess of 
sof$@ 6 htdg,/to inconvenience someone uk 199s 
piss-arse about verb to play the fool, to waste time; to make a 
mess of something; to inconvenience someone uk 194s 
piss artist noun 1 he li 1 I 1 tralia 19& 
piss-ass adjective despicable, unworthy, inconsequential us. 1974 
piss away verb 1 to waste or to squander something us, ms. 2 to 
move away, especially at speed uk 197s 
piss-can noun a local police station or jail us, mo 
piss-cutter noun 1 a clever, resourceful and tough person us, mi. 2 a 
person who disparages a friend Bahamas, m2. 3 in oil drilling, the 
third mp'Sh a cable tool rig us. 1954 
piss down verb to rain heavily ufc im 
piss easy adjective ery e a land, ms 
pissed adjective i drunk uk 1929.2 angry, annoyed An abbreviation of 
PISSED OFF US 1971 

pissed as a bastard adjective very drunk OK 2003 
pissed as a cunt adjective extremely drunk uk mi 

pissed as a fart; pissed as a brewer's fart adjective very drunk 


pissed as a newt adjective very drunk Australia, 1977 
pissed as an owl adjective very drunk Australia, me 
pissed as a parrot adjective extremel dun tralia > 
pissed as a rat adjective very drunk uk. im 
pissed as arseholes adjective extremely drunk uk rasa 
pissed as a twat adjective very drunk ukiiom 
pissed off adjective fed up; disgruntled; annoyed; angry us, 1946 
pissed out of your mind; pissed out of your skull adjective very 
drunk/4®jfetUA is® 

pissed up adjective in 1 In iken < I n - ration of pissed uk 


piss-elegant adjective conceited, haughty us. iw 
pisser noun 1 a urinal uk mi. 2 Hie penis; the vagina uk 1901. 3 a 
criminal who urinates in their clothing when caught by authorities 
Australia, 2001. 4 an extraordinary person or thing us, 1943. san 
annoyance. Literally something that will piss off (annoy) us, 1943. 

6 during the Vietnam war, an observer of enemy supply trails us 
1991. 7 solitary confinement in prison us, ran. 8 a pub new Zealand, 
nss. 9 an electric pylon. Perhaps from as sense as The penis' after 
10 iesa liquid 

► pull your pisser lo befool, or 
mislead, or lease someone. A variation of pull your leg uk ma 
piss-fart around verb to waste time Australia, ms 
piss fat noun an erection caused by a full bladder Australia, 1 984 
piss flaps noun lira ii i i 1997, also 

offers its use as an exclamation of disappointment: ‘Oh piss-flaps! I 
never win the Lottery!' Australia, ms 



piss-head | pix 
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piss-head noun a drunk; a habitual drinker. A combination of piss 
(alcohol) with -bead (a user) uk mi 
piss-hole noun 1 the entrance to the urethra us, 1996. 2 a urinal UK, 

1 959. 3 an unpleasant location uk, 1973 
piss-hole bandit noun a homosexual man who seeks sexual contact 

piss house noun a public toilet us, feti 

piss in verb to wii 1 1 lieve nethin 1 m zlaland, 199s 

pissing adjective used 1111I nsifi 1 nil enoting disapproval 

pissing contest noun a duel of uhpleasahtries us, m3 
pissing match noun a dispute based on mutual negative attacks. 
From the graphic if vulgai image of two men urinating on each 
’pfterus 1992 

pissing rain noun heavy or persistent rainfall UK 2000 

piss in the hand noun something that i er in pie new Zealand, 

piss it verb to succeed or achieve very easily UK m2 
piss-off noun an annoyance, an irritation uk 2000 
piss off verb i to depart. Also used in an exclamatory or imperative 
sense uk ms. 2 lo irritate or annoy someone I irst recorded in the 
normally slang-free poetry of Ezra Pound us, ms. 3 to get rid of 
SHhepne Australia: 1972 

piss play noun rn and urine os, 

piss-poor adjective extremely poor or feeble. Brought into general 
usage from British service usage during Wor d War 2 uk m6 
pisspot; piss-pot noun 1 1 vessel for 1 in- 1 inally conventional; 

It slipped into vulgar use during the CdS whilst still being very 
much a household necessity uk 1440. 2 a terrible thing or place US, 
i9(4. 3 a drunkard; a despicab e person I igurative use of the sense 
as 'a chamber pot 1 Australia, 1969. 4 a LJS military M-1 helmet os, 


piss-proud adjective I 1 ng rn erect peni 1- nil of urinal press- 

piss-take noun an act of mockery or teasing uk 1977 
piss-take verb to mock; to tease; to deride; to ridicule UK 2002 
piss-taker noun 1 111 -1 i[ 1 1 h 11 li 1 I omething uk 1976 

piss-taking noun rtJpEWtyax m7 

piss-to-windward noun'am Prittrely' inept p&mft BAgBApos, ms 
piss tube; pee pipe noun a metal tube partially buried in the 
ground, into which soldiers urinate Vietnam war usage us, 1977 
piss-up noun a drinking session uk, m2. ► couldn't organise a 
piss-up in a brewery 11 - I 1 1 1 1 1 1 ient per ;on or organis¬ 
ation Formed on piss-up (a drinking session) uk 1 984 
piss up; piss up large verb to drink beer 01 other alcoholic 
beverages new Zealand, 199s 
piss-weak adjective puny and cowardly Australia, m 
pisswhacker noun a type of cicada which releases a liquid when 
rm 

piss-willie noun a despicable coward us, 1977 
pissy noun a heavy dtiriSiei Australia. 1979 

pissy adjective 1 ui [ - mi 1 -I i 2 puny, insignificant; 

weak Australia, m 5. s angered, crotchety, fussy os, 1973. 4 given to 
drinking Australia. 1979. s drunken Australia, 1971 
pissy adverb extremely Bahamas, m2 
pissy-ass adjective dirty, inconsequential 
pissy-eyed adjective drunk wfw Zealand, 1998 

pistol noun 1 thr 2 3 a reliable 

person us 1984. 4 a obster that has ost one or both claws us ms, 

5 in electric line work, an underground cable terminator us, raso 
pistola noun a cigarette enhanced with freebase cocaine US 1979 
Pistol Pete noun a jp§$amc male masturbator us, 2002 


pistorically; pistoratically adverb very (dru.flk):fflflS®os ms 
pit noun 1 the armpit 1 is, 19s, 2 the vein at the antecubital site, 
opposile da; a now. comn only wed ks caig 'ejections us n.r 

3 Pitocin™, a drug used for inducing labour us, 1994. 

4 phencyclidine, the recreationa drug known as PCP or angel dust 
us, 1994. 5 the area in a club or concert hall where dancers can 
slam dance. An abbrevi; tion of mosii pit us 1995 6a bed uk ms. 

7 ►no pit no trouble. From 

'armpit' to 'pit' lo ‘sweat’ to 'trouble' us, 
pit verb to sweat pneier'the arms .us, 19m 

PITA used as Interne! shorthand to mean 'pain in t he ass/orse' us 


pit bull noun 1 11 1 | 1- 1 1 1- 11 1 jl drug best known 

pitch noun a persuasive 01 exaggerated sales act or talk us ;sa- 
pitch verb to play the active sexual role in a homosexual relationship 
us, 1966. ► pitch a stink to complain loudly Bahamas, 1982. 

► pitch a tent to have an erection us, 2001. ► pitch it strong; 

pitch it high 1 nake 1 1 ul 1 1 1 nething uk 1837. 

► pitch woo; pitch the woo to commence 4 courtship us, ise7 
pitch and toss noun a boss, Rhyming stangAMSA ms 
pitcher noun 1 the active partner in homosexual sex us, >966. 2 a 

dealer in a casino card game us, 1973 
pitchhole noun a deep goift&le in aroad Canada, m2 
pitch in verb 1 to commence work in a vigorous manner; to join in 
with another, or others, doing such work us 1847. 2 to start eating; 
M eat heartily us ik? 
pitch up; pitch verb to tfffjye 0K,lim 

pit cupcake noun in motor 11< ing 1 fern rl n rnger-on in search of 
ouiuiite wild cuveu; u memhen, 0' ;he pi r ew u 
pit girl noun 1M11 i M i M m fl I- ( 

company and encouragement for heavy-betting gamblers us m3 
pit guard noun an underarm deodorant us, im 

pit lamp verb 

dismiss someone from employment I he first meaning of this 
slang term Qifr^SjOm the use of a lamp like a miner's lamp 

CANADA, me 

pit room noun a bediagm Antarctica, 2m 
pits noun in d h , ital, the ned I enin irea US ms ►the 
pits the very bottom; the depths; the nadir; the worst. Perhaps 
from 'armp/te' us m3 

pitstopnouni hile li 1 1 1 , ii 1 - 1 urant petrol station or 

rest area to use the lavatory and/or buy food and drink; a visit to 
the toilet us, mm 2 a short stay in prison, especially one 
occasioned by a parole violation us mi. 3 an underarm deodorant 

US, 1969 

Pitstop nickname used as a humorous nickname for Pittsburgh, 
sfnnsylvaoiat®. mi 

pitter-patter verb 1 - 2 to talk 

persuasively onglibly uk 1979 

Pittsburgh feathers noun coal us 1949 
Pitt Street farmer noun (especially in New South Wales) a city 
pefsorr with a small country property, often run at a loss tor tax 
purposes. From Pitt Street, a prindple stfeft'hSydney AUsA4i/4 


pitty noun a pit /n as a Staffordshire Terrier 

or an American Pit Bull Terrier us, 1990 
pitty adjective messy, dirty Us, 

pity pot noun used in rw-l - 1 1 1 rammes such as 

Alcoholics Anonymous as a name tor the imaginary place where 
'the addict sits feeling sorry for himself us. 199s 
piwy noun a very small amount Barbados, ms 

pix noun I 

of 'pictures' us 1932 
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pixie noun la male h im< exual h erm ) enshrined in US 
popular/political culture during the McCarthy hearings in April, 
1954. Joseph Welch, the lawyer for thglJS Army, demanded to 
know the origins of a doctored photograph, asking if it had come 
from a 'pixie', alluding toua suspected homosexual relationship 
involving Roy Cohn, a member of MoCSfth/t staff Senator 
McCarthy asked Mr Welch to define the term, which he happily 
did: "I should say, Mr Senator, that a pixie is a close relative of a 
fairy" os, mi. 2 a frequent user of marijuana us m3. Jan amphet¬ 
amine (ablet, ns 1994. 4 hair that has been chemically straightened 

pixies noun ► away with the pixies daydreaming new Zealand, 799s 
pixilated adjective I in il, slightl 11 I i lied drunk us, isvs 
pizlum noun a pig's penis us, ffig 

pizza noun i marijuana us, urn. 2 a large area of grazed skin. 

Skateboarders' slang; from the appearance of (he wound uk me 
pizza cutter noun i i Irag r ing in rem narrow front wheel 

US 1993 

pizza dude noun h nzza leliver >er n 
pizzaface noun a person with a bad case of acne us 197/ 
pizza plate noun al attachment 

formally known as a fork suspension attachment us, 19w 
pizzazz; pizazz; p'zazz noun energ im igour, e citement us, 1937 
PJ noun an unofficial, unlicensed if not illegal, job. An abbreviation of 
'private job' tkinidad and rem®, m> 

PJ'S noun pyjartfsSyS, 1964 

PK noun preacher's, kid. Used without regard to denomination or 
even religion, applied even to children of rabbis; denotatiiig ; i 
certain bond among those who have grown up in the shadow of 
organised religion us 2004 

placa noun a mcl 1 im | I 1 hi presentation of the 
nickname on a public wall Spanish slang used by English-speaking 
Mexican-Americans us mm 

placcy; placky; plakky; plaggy; plazzy adjective plastic uk. 1999 
place noun ► you make the place untidy; you are making the 
place untidy used rs an ungracioi 1 1 u invitation to be 
seated uk 197s 


placenta poker noun the Jj^’nis . 

plague noun ► the plague 1 the bleed period of the menstrual 
cycle uk mi. 2 HIV us 1990 

plague vert to trouble t< ment tease, I the 1 11 inoy someone. A 
weakening of the conventional sense uk 1594 
plagued adjective infected with HIV us. 1990 
plaguer noun a person infected with HIV us, 1990 
plain Jane noun 1 an unremarkably ordinary or unattractive woman 
uk 1912. 2 an innocent looking, performance-enhanced unmarked 
motorway patrol car us 1992 

plait your shit! 1 ed for re in ism )l ther of a notion or 
a person austraua , 1971 

plamas noun II Hi igge 1 1 hand , 1999 

plane verb in the language of wind surfing, to hydroplane us mss 
planet noun when combined with a personal characteristic or 
interest, applied to a person's narrow or exc usive focus on that 
characteristic or interest. A remote place that it Is hard to contact 
ok , 2001. ► on another planet very drug-intoxicated uk 1999 
Planet Zog noun 1 upr 11 I 'in il 1 ilace the home of 
unrealistic ideas; where daydreamers go In be said to have arrived 
from Planet have no idea what's going on' uk 20c® 

plank noun 1 a stupid person, fine phrase thick as two short planks 
(stupid) gave rise to the adjective planky (stupid), hence 'plank' uk 
2 

construction in the late 1940s, and an insult hurled at early 
Fender guitars uk. 2000. 3 a heavy surfboard, especially an older 
wooden one us, /957. ► make the plank in homosexual usage, to 
take the passive position in inal > ► put the plank to 

someone (from a male per j e e) lave se /vith someone. A 


variation of plank (to have sex) in which 'plank' is understood to 

plankvertiu have se ith. A'[ ml may be a'floorboard'or, 
possibly, a 'table'; hence this probably originates from an 
occurrence on a wooden surface in much the same way as bed (to. 
have sex); it may also be a reference sp:,pe erect penis which is 
no doubt, 'stiff as a board' us, 1972. 2 io conceal something uk 

■fStjStfeft 1323 

plank-spanker noun a guitarist From plank (a guitar) uk ms 
plank-whacker noun a guitarist From plank (a guitar) uk 2001 
planky adjective Stupid, THICK AS TWO SHORT PLANKS UK 1984 

plant noun 1 a pm i i I mi i i i issistant who has been 
secretly placed in an audience, ti order to assist whoever is 
addressing or manipulating that crowd us, am. 2 a police 
surveillance action us i9S4. 3 a cell used for solitary confinement 
us, 1976. 4 an electrical generator us, mss. 5 the equipment and work 
animals of a drovgrtpr other rural worker travelling tbrough the 
countryside Australia, is 67 

plant verb 1 to bury a body us isss. 2 to deliver a blow, to drive a ball 
uk isos. 3 to station a person for use in an underhand manner us 
1693. 4 to incriminate someoi e suspected of a crime by hiding 
evidence where 11 is certain to be found by the appropriate auth¬ 
orities uk isss. ► plant it in motor racing, to accelerate to the 
In est extent possible its i965 
plantation noun any small garden cayman islands, mss 
planting noun a bud|j'tiSep? 
plant you now, dig you later used as a farewell OS,. 1947 
plaque whacker noun atjlifftal hygienist us 2001 
plaster-caster noun of celebrities' 

pediises US ®<» 

plastered adjective drunk us, 1912 


plaster of Paris; plaster noun the backside, the buttocks. Rhyming 
slang, extending the sequence aris - Aristotle - bottle; bottle 


plastic noun 1 eneral us, 1979. 2 a 

person who is liable to act hi an unpredictable manner us 200.1. 3 a 
condom us 1990. ► on the plastic 11 I 1 red it cards, etc 

uk ► pull plastic e your 

belongings in a plastic rubbish bag when you are transferred us. 


plastic adjective conventional; superficial; shallow us, rasz 
plastic badge noun a private security guard US 2001 
plastic fantastic noun 1 I transation new 

Zealand, 1995. 2 a yudu with a fibreglass hu I new Zealand, km, 
plastic fantastic adjective wonderful. II not coined, widely 
popularised by Jefferson Airplane's 1967 song, 'Plastic Fantastic 
Lover' us, 1970 


plastic gangster; plastic noun i ugh gu hi i not anywhere 
near as tough as he pretends uk 1996 
plastic hippie noun 1 lerson wh 1 ne the uter trappings of 
Im in ul HI I 1 1 I I I 1 ill 1 1 I I 11 Al II1 I 

plastic job noun cQ^iSe surgery us mis 
plastic money noun a credit card or cards fiddiwpiw, credit in 
general us 1974 

plastics noun prison-issue plastic cutlery uk 199 6 
plate noun 1 a plate 1 1 1 1 i guest t i party. The 

notion of 'bringing a plate' to supplement the food laid on by the 
host is an Australian socia tradition Australia, mo. 2a badgeus 
1949. 3 a phonograph record us 1955. ► on a plate; on a platter 
easily acquired; with little or no effort required uk, 1935 
plate verb 1 to engage in oral sex. Rhyming slang for 'plate of ham', 
gam (to perform oral sex) uk mo. 2 to engage in oral stimulation 
Of the anus uk 20m 

plate and dish noun a wish.slang uk 199s 




plater | plinker 
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platernouni in horse racir ihorsethal mpete in minor, low- 
paying races. From the practice of awarding a silver plate instead 
of a cash prize us, 1923. 2 in horse racing, ,1 farrier us, 1976 


play dough noun bread found in a IJS Army combat ration. Word 
play on the inedible mix of flour, water and salt called 'play dough' 
and played with by children v& mi 


plates and dishes; plates noun 1 .. lang for missis uk 


plates of meat; plates noun the feet. Rhyming slang, since 1857; 

abbreviated to 'plates' since 1896 uk w 
plats noun platform shoes us. 1997 
platter noun a phonograph rescortii^'»• 
platter pusher noun a radio disc jockey jaf tm 
platters of meat; platters noun he fee Rhyr ling slang an elabor¬ 
ation of plates of meat since 1923; the abbreviation 'platters' since 
1945 UK 1923 1 

play noun i sexual activity us, 1995. 2 a manoeuvre, a tactical move us, 
1982. 3 a legitimate scheme or a criminal venture. From the pre¬ 
vious sense us, 2000. 4 the deception surrounding a confidence 
swindle us; 1940. 5 in horse racing, a bet. us; out. ► in play falling 
into a confiding® swindle us. 1997 

play verb to work as a pimp; to hustle us. n77. ► play ball 1 to have 
sex. Punning on ball (to have sex) and 'play ball’ (to cooperate 
with) us 2oo7. 2 to stop idling and stai 1 writ king its 1977. 3 to 
cooperate with someone ese; occasionally applied to inanimate 
objects such as computers us, 1957. ► play bingo to try to 
determine the reason for a cash shortage by comparing orders 
with receipts us. 1 9%. ► play catch-up in an athletic contest, to 
try to catch up and surpass an opponent that at the moment Is 
leading us 1971. ► play checkers to move Pom empty seat to 
empty seat in a cinema, ooking for a sexual partner. Plomosexual 
usage us 1972. ► play dead to act dumb us out ► play for the 
other team to be homosexual us 097. ► play handball to 
smoke ciack cc n 1 I iph 11 ie 199. ►play 

hard to get while 

intending to acquiesce); hence, more generally, to be reluctant to 
comply with ; ► play hookey; play 

hooky to absent lurselff n ch< or >rt . u* ►play 

inside right 1 I mean th mon F 1 1 mu dang for tight, 

elaborated into I >tl ill in 1 dog ► play it by ear to 

Improvise as circumstances dictate As a musician picking up a 
tune without 1 ► play it cool to 

remain calm andtdbdiposed uk, 1942. ► play mums and dads; 
play dads and mums to have sex. An adult version of a 
children's game. 'Play fathers and mothers’ is also recorded but in 
the strongest current usages it seems that the female comes first 
uk 1967. ► play past something > ir an obstacle or 
impediment to progress us, 1972. ► play silly buggers to be a 
nuisance; to cause trouble 01 disruption; 10 'mess about' uk 2001. 

► play someone cheap 1 in- In meone is stupid us, 
1947 . ► play the blocks to File on a street corner Bahamas, m2. 

► play the chill 1 to act calm us mo. 2 10 snub someone us, 

1985. ► play the kerbs e: mug r the ireetustraw ►play 
the queens 1 ha ith a 1 ninate male prisoner 

us i9S4. ► play the whale to vomit Australia, 1971. ► play them 
as they lay used as a wisely humorous acceptance of the need to 
work with what h n given 1 ► play too close 

to take advantage of another's good nature by excessive teasing or 
abuse us, m2. ► play took and banjo to sing or whistle a 
secular tune on a Sunday oi re igious holiday Barbados, 

► play up to someone lo humour someone; to flatter 

someone, to take your cue from another; to behave according to 
expectations Or nally in theatr rl use ► play with 

yourself pf this sweet 

little euphemism is by James Joyce Ireland. 7922- 

play around verb to have an extra-marita amorous liaison us 1943 
play-away noun \ I 1 1 11 n I lace in the country. 

Upper-class society usage; predates BBC television childrens' 
programme Playaway 1984 uk. 79 ® 
playback noun 1 hem In I he II 1 1 particular horse 
race are engineered owei by heavy betting on that horse us /aa 


played adjective out of money us. im 

player noun 1 imber of sexual 

partners they have, not hi the depth ol any relationship; a selfish 
pleasure-seeker us ru. 2a pimp us, 1972. 3 a schemer; an Import¬ 
ant fgure in a field ; is, 119: . 4 a drug usei or drug seller us, 1971. 

5 an active member of a terrorist organisation Used by police, 
military and other security services uk 1991 6 in casino gambling, a 
craps player us, 1974. 7 a hip-hop artist. Also variant 'playa' us, 7.995 
player hater noun of another's 

social success us . 7999 

player of the pink oboe noun 1 rson who [ forms oral sex on a 
man Coined by satirist Petei Cook (1937-95) for a sketch 
perform ed i n Am nesty I nternatiortal's life- Secret Policeman‘s Ball, 


play-for-pay adjective 1 available for paid sex us ms. 2 receiving 
compensation while competing as an amateur athlete us, 200.1 

playground's muddy noun eriod of the 

menstrual cycle us, 2001 

playingnoun am n 1 n n pi ners, horn exual flirtation and 
involvement uk 19m 

playing bingo adjective in prison, said of a sex offender. From the 
call of the numbers in rule forty-three uk 1996 


playing with confederate money adjective having silicpn^pKH. 
implants Very impressive to look at but ultimately valueless. 
.Coined tr US television comedy Sehlelcl, 1 993 -98 us,Migs 
play-lunch noun 1 mid nornin 1 katprimar chool; also, the 
food eaten during this break Australia, m2 
playmates noun the testicles uk 2002 

play out verb i (of a DJ) to perform in public; (of a dance record) to 
be included in a DJ's repertoire - ik ■ 2 to escape from confine- 


play-play adjective 

playtime noun a time in a pri in chedule hen the inmates are 
out of their cells mixing with each other I rom school usage uk 


please; per-lease; puh-lease used for humorously asking please or 
expressing Scepticism. Jtahqffectation popularised in any numiigtf 
of television situation comedies in the miijl to late 1980s and 
thereafter a staple of US popspeak us, 7990 
pleasure and pain noun rain, :RhytDing-'Slatjgt(9| i960 
plebnoun 1 an un h 1 ite r uneducated person. An abbrevi¬ 
ation of conventional 'plebeian (a lower-class person) us ms. 2 an 
annoying person; a nuisance, A generally derogative application of 
the sense as 'a plebeian' uk, mi 
pleb; plebbie; plebby adjective racter; coarse; 

uneducated uk 1962 


pleckie noun a p/ectrum uk Scotland, toss 

pledges noun cash 
plenty adverb very uk; im 

plenty-plenty adverb 1 reate ent Bahamas, mss 
plier noun in ie, an agent who 

for a commission locates potential victims US ms 
pliers noun a lai i n I i in - punch us, 7946 

plimmienoun a plum l( rut er ed 11 1 ImejuKom 
pling noun an e> f keyboard us 799 

pling verb in cjfftis; and carnival usage, to beg us mi 
plink noun cheap in iriar of plonk ith 1 hangeofvowel 
influenced by othei couplets such as 'ding dong, 'sing song 

AUSTRALIA, 1943 


Playboy noun a tablet of MDMA, 1 1 plinker noun 1 narketed for 

as ecstasy uk 2004. ► the Playboy a pubic hairstyle us 2002 casual use us m2 
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plod; plodder; PC Plod; Mr Plod; the plod | plunderphonics 


plod; plodder; PC Plod; Mr Plod; the plod noun a un$pgj£ 
police officer; the police Derives from Mr Plod the Policeman, a 
character in the Noddy stories of Enid Blyton (1897-1968), poss¬ 
ibly a pun on 'plodding the beat' ot slrfiply, 'to plod' (to proceed 
tediously) uk raxfo 

ploddite noun a poke officer *, 2003' 
plod shop noun a police station uk 19% 

plokta verb n tto 

obtain a response from the computer An acronym of 'press lots of 
kg ys tefgbort" u$, && 

plonk noun 1 rl iai| i -li i i i i French from vin blanc 
(while wine); occasionally used ol other alcoholic drinks Australia, 
1930. 2 alcohol, especially beer new Zealand, 1 m. 3 a woman police 
constable uk 19 96. 4 the surreptitious wagering of a large amount of 
money Australia, mi 

plonk verb i to place something - leciall ith .lack ffinesse 
Australia. LA.s 2 (ol a male), to have sex. In use among National 
Servicemen in the 1950s uk re so. 3 to wager money Australia, mi 
plonker; plonk noun i the penis ijk 1947. 2 a fool; used (often 
humorously) as an everyday form of abuse Euphemistic extension 
of the previous sense foi name-ca ling as prick Popularised from 
the early 1980s by BBC television situation corhedy Ortyi^t^'i^fid 
Horses uk. 1966 

plonkie adjective lish li | 11 11 1- lualitie 1 3 plonker l/k 2007 

plonko noun an alcoholic Australia, m3 

ploo adjective a 'plus' attached to a grade us, 1968 

plooky adjective pimply, spotty Extended from pluke; plook (a spot) 

UK: SCOTLAND. 1985 

plootered adjective drunl I bat from ttish plouter (to splash 
iff water) uk 1984 
plop noun excrement os, 1984 
plop verb to .heavily* im 

plop down verb to lay down forcefully; lo le down with abandon us, 

198 6 

ploppy noun systems to all 

around hitr)t8c'r996 

plot up verb i ence In an 

area and represent il as the territory of that individual, group or 
gang i ik 1999. 2 to conceal something uk 2001 
plotzed adjective drunk. From German plolzen (to burst) via Yiddish 
plotz (to burst) us, 1962 

plow noun marijuana. The means by which you become plowed 
(drug-intoxicated) uk mis. ► get your plow cleaned to be killed 
in combat us, i<w 

plow verb ( i e I i lie) to have se ► plow the field to 

drive off the road at a high rate of speed into a field us res 2 
plowboy noun in 11 hi 111 | 11 11 1 I 1 1 rn from the far 

reaches of the countryside Disparaging us 1569 
plowed adjective i drunk us rus 2 drug-intoxicated. From the pre¬ 
plow jockey noun i a farmer us, mi 2 a soldier who cannot keep 
cadence when n.vchTg. who , ppe.rr ho he wu king as 'I behind a 
with one foot in the furrow fm 1946 

plu noun tea AUSTRALIA. I960 

pluck noun 1 wine us. raw. 2 the recruiting of a prostitute to work for 
a pimp; a prostitute recruited to work for a pimp us, 1973 
pluck verb 1 to recruit a prostitute into lire services ofa pimp us, 

1973. 2(used ofa male) to have sex with a virgin Bahamas, m2. 

► pluck the chicken 1 I 1 victim in a phony investment 
or sales scheme us, ms 
plucky adjective brave, daring uk m2 

plug nouni 1 piece 1 |iil 11 it n 1 1 1 pitch us 1902. 2 a 
tampon. Understood to be a variation on conventional 'plug', 
possibly from abbreviation of tjppjfccal jargon 'catamenial pldg' (s 
tampon) us 2001. 3 a bullet, hole uk 2001. 4 a poker player with a 


steady, competenl arid predictable style of play ( is, ms. s a horse 
that has seen its best days us. m<>o. 6 a temporary worker us 1997 
plug verb It 2 tO Shoot 

someone us i87o. 3 (of a male) to have sex with someone uk isss. 

4to insert contraband items into the anus during a prison visit* 
1996. 5 to engage in a fist fight without any weapons us, 1992. 6 on 
the railways, to use the reverse gear to help stop a train us 1977. 

7 to tease or taunt someone us. 2002. ► plug in to help. In the 
usage of countercult ira ists associ; ted with the Rainbow Nation 
gatherings us, 1997. ► plug in both ways (of a male) to be 
nil -| m ac/dc iso ► plug your mug to stop 
talking, us. 1947 

plug away; plug verb fni 1 ni nr 1 ioin mething or making an 
effort, to persist doggedly uk ms 
plugged in adjective connected to something fashionable US 1989 
plugged nickel noun liter 11 1 five-cent iece that ha r been altered 

by die insertion of a plug of base metal; figuratively, something of 


plug-ugly noun a violent, rough person us, /S 56 

pluke; plook noun a spot, boil or other pus-filled skin blemish. 

Directly from Scottish dialect plook ijk, 1997 
plum noun 1 the ness. One 

notable precursor to its unambiguous sense as a testicle Is in the 
Innuendo-laden song 'Please Don't Touch My Plums' by Sammy 
Cahn, 1913-93, written for the'filrri The Duchess and the 
Dirtwater Fox, 1976, in which it was sung in a Golden Globe¬ 
winning performance by Goldie Hawn uk 2003. 2 a fool; used as a 
general term of abuse. I rom the previous sense* m2. 3 an 
exceptional person or thing Australia, me. 4 in marketing, a 
married man with above-average income who is keen to improve, 
hiis pension. A specific sense of the general use of'plum' as 
'something desirable' I he opposite is a lemon uk ms. 5 in pool, 
the plum-coloured four-ball us, 1990. 6 in pool, an easy shot us. 1970 
plumb; plum adverb y. From the earlier, 

conventional sense (exactly) uk 1587 
plumbay noun the vulva; a woman's pubic mound trinidad and 
TQBABD. 2003 

plumber noun 1 a urologist US, mi. 2 a male pornography performer 
us, 1995. 3 in the Royal Air 1 orce, an armament iradesman. Still in 
Royal Air Force use, 2002 uk 1942. 4 a golfer who is a good putter. 
•Jjpffi'ori 'dram' in the sense of putting into; the hole us, 2000 
plumbing noun 1 the reproductive system us, i960. 2 any wind 
instrument u& im 

plumbing problem noun the inability of a male pornography 
performer either to maintain an erection or to ejaculate on 
demand us, ms 

plum-in-the-mouth adjective i| | h 11 Aged * 19* 
plummer noun 1 11 | ket. Miss; 1 1 lumber’recorded in 

pfi^tm use August 2002 uk, 2002 

plummy adjective used for de ribin 11 ft II uppei class 
manner of speech I he original meaning was 'rich, desirable' uk 

plum pud; plum pudd noun iralia, 1927 

plums noun 110 exi il 1 1 11 1 ten th it ition of intimacy is 
high). Royal Navy slang;, derives, possibly; from a 'plum' 
representing the figure 0 (hence 00 = nothing, nowhere). 
Alternatively plum (the testicle) hence bollocks (used as a general 
negative). A 'plums rating' is a sailor who has little ICck with the 
opposite s ex uk, 1939 

plunderphonics noun 111 mu 1 - 1 im pi ing that alters the 

original, usually without seeking permission from the copyright 
A compound of (plunder' (to rob) and 'phonic’ (of sound). 
Coinage is credited to electronic music arfetitohn Oswald (b. 1953 j 

CANADA, 1985 
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plunge nounl a surreptitious wagering of a great amount on a high- 
odds horse; a large bet. If bookmakers become aware that a great 
deal of money is being bet on a horse, they shofteft the odds 
Australia, ms. 2 ?. large cumulative amount of money wagered on 
a wrnpetitot Australia. i%o 

plunge verb i >y stabbing uk 1996. 

2 to wager a great dea of money Australia, is77 
plunger mun a heavy bettor Australia, 1595 
plungeroo noun a gBgjjjj enthusiast us, 1945 
plunked adjective pregnant new Zealand. 2002 
plurry adjective bloody. The Australian Aboriginal English 
pronunciation of hie word bloody, occasionally used in a jocular 
or euphemistic way by non-Aborigirrats Australia e® 

plurry adverb bloody AUSTRALIA, 7988 

PL-US noun ike-minded individuals. Initialism contrived from 
'people like ti$ m. 1990s 

plus-15s noun (pedestrian) overpasses connecting buildings in 
Calgary, Alberta Canada, 2002 
plush noun stuffed animdteljE js^r. 

Plush family noun 1 I 1 1 hum 11 1 1 nifi rtionofempty 
seats in a theatre uk. ms, 

plush out verb to complelely refurbish a car's upholstery and 
infeoor^te 

plus-minus advert approximately, about. As the mathematical for¬ 
mula represented by the symbol + south Africa, 1970 
Pluto pup noun a deep-frier >at I ml on a tick Australia, 1986 
Pluto waterman a natural mineral water that acts as a strong 
lakajEMeuiiss' 

pluty adjective wealthy; upscale. An abbreviation of 'plutocratic' new 
ZEALAND, 1984 

Plymouth Argyll noun a file (a t I) I min rng, formed on the 
name ofaixitbalt club uk 1992 

PM noun i a post mn iminati i fa rpse us. 1989. 2 in 
horse racing, the odds listeil'.ftgfore a race. Also known as the 'PM 

PMJI used as Internet discussion group shorthand to mean 'pardon 
ffiy jumping m' US im 

PMS noun somethin meone irritatin r unpleasant. Ascribing 
J jte stereotypical symptoms ofpre-menstrual syndrome us, 2001 
PMS verb (of a woman) to fee the emotions associated with pre¬ 
menstrual syndrome; thus to feel angry, irritable, irrational, 
anxious, etc. PMS is the recognised abbreviation for 'pre-menstrual 
.syndrome' us.tm 

pneumonia hole noun a paf window US.Wi 
pneumonia sedan noun 1 U11 I ith n ind glass or being 
driven yflth windows down !n cold weather us, m 


pocket billiards noun the manipulation of your testicles for 
masturbation or comfort, performed oy youi hand hidden in your 
trouser jipgket. Often in the phrase 'play pocket billiards'tic im 
pocket change noun a small amount of drugs when that is all that 
is left. From private correspondence with rock musicians uk 2001 
pocket club noun a police truncheon us. m2 
pocket engine noun a wo tobago, 1939 

pocket man noun in a fund nil ompartmentalised riminal 
enterprise, the who holds the Cdsfh us, jm 
pocket pistol noun a roasted cob of corn Barbados, 1 965 
pocket pole noun U 1- [ - 1 I 1 1 branded I ket Pals™, a range 

of collectible 'whimsies' us, 2001 

pocket pool noun used o t man elf-stimulation or masturbation 
while deified. Word play based an ball play, the title of a song by 
Killer Pussy oh the ‘Valley Girl' soundtrack us. 19a 
pocket rocket noun 1 the 1973-74 Oldsmobile Cutlass, the first 
small car from Oldsmobile us, 1992. 2 any small, fast, imported car 
us. 1994. 3 an improvised syringe filled wild a drug and ready for 
injection, us; 1989. 4 marijuana uk i 99s 
poco loco adjective n Spanish poco 

(little) and loco (mad) uk 2003 

pod nouni marijuana cry 1952. 2 a marijuana cigarette Canada, ms. 

3 the head us, lull 4 an orthopaedist cry 1994. s the tail of a 
surfboard Canada.,:^ 

PO'd adjective angry; pissed off us 1957 
poddle verb in bowling, to roll the ball into the gutter us, m2 
poddy noun 1 a player; often 

used as a nickname for an iPod uk 2004. 2 a young, unbranded calf. 
C'lppm British dialect poctdy (obese) AUSTRAbJA. m2 
poddy vert to handfeed a young calf lamb or foa\ Australia, mo 
poddy-dodge verb to steal unbranded cattle Australia. 1919 
poddy-dodger noun a person who steals unbranded cattle Australia, 

poddy-dodging adjective the theft of ufttantjefif cattle austmua, 1919 
podge noun 1 hort and fat per n rtne It in conventional 


podger vert to have sex. A p ible nflat n f poke and roger uk 

SCOTLAND. 1996 

podgy noun a girlfriend, mistress 01 prostitute Korean war usage; 
from Hie Korean word for 'vulva' us ms 

podgy adjective fat UK 1846 

podner noun used as a jocular term of address. Approximating a 
Western draw of 'partner' us, m6 
pods noun the WjlMrltetSfe US, 1968 
Podunk noun any remote, small town us, 1977 
podunk adjective worthless, remote us loss 


ponoun 1 a chamber pot I rom lire pronunciation of 'pot' in French 
potdechambre Survives, mainly, through the efforts of the 
antique trade uk, ms 2 in pool, position. A horrid contraction, but 
one that is in actual use us 1993. 3 a promiscuous girl, one who will 

POnoun a probation officer or parole officer cry 1966 

po' boy noun 


poegaai adjective exhausted; drunk south Africa, 1942 

poep noun a fart; faeces; hence, contemptuously, of a person south 

poep vert to fart.. From Afrikaans into impolite South African English 
SOUTH AFRICA, 19m 

poep adjective bad, unpleasant I rom 1.hie noun sense as 'faeces' 


pocaution noun cofiltafSptjfln Bahamas, m2 
poc doc noun a h rt. tele 1'ii 1 ' rmer 1 An abbreviation of 
'pocket documentary' Canada, 1995 

pocket noun ► in pocket n pi ion of irug to be sold us rass 

► in the pocket in poker, dealt face-down us /mo. ► in your 
pocket of some/ le el rnder >ur r itrol >r Jirection uk issi . 

► out of pocket out of line; inappropriate us, 1972 

pocket verb ► pocket the red to put the penis in the vagina. A 
pun from the game of bil iards Snooker offers a wider choice of 
puns with pink and brown uk 1937 


poetical adjective driabKUieabst 

poets'day noun 11 I especiall hen used as an excuse to finish 
11 y - 

tomorrow's Saturday' or 'piisftjjiff early - tomorrow's Saturday' uk 

po-faced adjective 11 in 1 1 i n| 1 tuexpre n Influenced by 
poker face, but n " 1 III ■ I "''i > 1 i 1 po ' 1 chamber pot) or 
pore Jan old exclamation of rej ection) uk, 1934 
pogey noun 1 a m 1 i u ual 1 prefers the passive role in 

anal sex us, 1950. 2 unemployment insurance or welfare Canada, me 
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pogey bait | pole 


pogey bait noun any food with high calorific, low nutritional 
content In prison, sweets, cigarettes or other inducements given 
fa men, willing to play the passive rote.iftamal sex us, bso 
poggled adjective of a car, having had crash damage repaired. A car 
dealers' term UK i 968 

poggler noun i a purse; a wallet uk 1977. 2 a motor vehicle that has 
had crash-damage repaired. A car dealers' term uk 1977 
pogo noun 1 a tom 1 I 1 II n I III lumping up and 
down on the spot) associated with punk rock music uk, 197s. 2 a 
contemptible person, In a*my use, a member efthe 
administrative personnel, anyone not in the arms corps. |pj| 
pogo stick, rhyming slang for prick but influenced by imagery pf 
airfiJessly-bouncing around as one does on a pogostick Australia, 


pogo-pogo noun cocaine us, 1970 

pogo stick™™ 1 the peni Rhyming lang r dick or prick, 
influenced by apt imagery uk, 2003. 2 a Chinese rocket launcher, 
used In Vietnam by the Viet Cong os, rea 3 in electric line work, 
any telescoping insulated line tool us, me 4 in poker, a player with 
wildly fluctuating play and syice|ss vs 1996 
pogue™™i ah 1 1 1 1 1 11 ho pi 1 1 1 1 ive role during 

anal sex, especially 11 young Deriving perhaps from Irish Gaelic 
pogue (to kiss) us. 1941. 2 a member ol the armed forces assigned 
to the rear echelon, safely away combat; a soldier ntfiyly 
arrived in combat. Seemingly unconnected to the Cl9 sense as 
’purse' wMt 'paguertrunter' as 'pickpocket us- ws 
pogy noun a jail or prtspp US 
poindexter™unaiar$0ijs4tubentus mi 
point ™™ 1 2 a pen; a 

pencil. Gay slang uk 197;. 3 a percentage point us. mi. 4a man 
who ensures that order reigns at a brothel is, iw7 
point verb ► point Dennis at the Doulton (of a male) to urinate. 
Doulton is a manufacturer f china - ► point Percy 

(of a male) to urina - imilia 1 hening of point Percy atthe 
porcelain Australia. 1971 . ► point Percy at the porcelain (of a 
male) to urinate. Conventional y 'point Percy (the penis) at 
porcelain (the china of a lavatory). Popularised in the UK in the 
late 1960s and early 70s via a Private Eye magazine cartoon strip, 
and two films featuring Barry Mackenzie, an ocker (a loutish 
Australian) created by Barry Humphries (b.1.934). Coincidentally, 
the famously Australian Mr Humphries appeared in a 1974 film 
called Percy's Progress, about a man who had a penis transplant. 

All of which lends credence to the unproven assertion that this 
phrase is an Australian coinage Australia, recs. ► point the bone 
to point blame at someone, to accuse someone. Figuratively 
recslffitg the Australian Aboriginal ritual practice of pointing a 
bone at a person in order to wish death upon them Australia. 1943. 
► point the finger ecution new 

Zealand, 1982. ► point the finger at to identify someone or 
something as having a specific responsibility uk, 1833 
pointer noun 1; youth gang 

member us. mi 2 a large facia blemish us, raz6 
pointers noun female breasls with prominent pointed nipples us, 1933 
point-five noun a homosexual fl/f 199 5 

point-out™™ i men ier 1 conf fence indie who introduces 
the intended victim to someone vvl om he identifies as a former 
acquaintance with good connections, who then lures the yrctifti 
further into-die swindle us, mz 
pointy-head ™™ an intellectual Derogatory os, zero 
pointy-head; pointy-headed adjective intellectual, if atthe expense 
of common sense. Derogatory os, 1972 
Poirot noun a E Poirot, Agatha 

Christie's famous fictional detective uk, 2002 
poison noun i a narcotic or an alcoholic drink, especially a person's 
favourite. Used in a jocular tone os, isos. 2 narcotics, especially 

poisoner noun a cook to a group of rural workers, especially shearers 
AUSTRALIA,, im 


poison shop noun a pharmacy os ms 

poke noun 1 a wallet or purse os, 7859. 2 money; a roll of money us, 
1926. 3 the stomach os 197;. 4 power, especially horsepower os 1905. 

5 

conventional sense (a thrust, a push) os izss. 6 an inhalation of 
marijuana or opium smoke os 1955. 7 marijuana. From 'pokeweed', 
Phytolacca americana, a sti^ng.gnfifiJiRg shrub native to North 
America os 2001. 8 a woman sexually objectified uk 1937. 9apoor 
who attempts through demeaning behaviour to be 
accepted by upper-class people Bahamas, m2 
poke verb i (from i in in | inf fvi to have se with a woman 
uk 1868. 2 used as an emphatic rejection Synonymous with stuff 
or fuck it! uk mu 3 lo smoke marijuana no, wo. 4 to inject a drug 
uk 2003. ► poke borak amething; 

to deride someone or something; to ridicule someone or 
something Contextually in this phrase 'borak' means 'rubbish; 
nonsense'. It has its origins m the Australian Aboriginal language 
Wathawurung wher if >r 1 negatior or n ►poke 
mullock at i I u I n i ma un of someone 
► poke squid i ml- ive sex s 
poked adjective exhausted newzbiiand, m s 
pokee™™the n in lildr i ibula \dand tobago, 

poker noun 1 the erect penis us, m9. 2 in fencing, any weapon with a 
stiff heavy blade A derisory term, from the similarity to a conven- 
fijbnal poker uk, tm 

pokerarse™™ ome ne vho i i of relaxed or easy going Ireland, 

poker face noun a blank expression that gives nothing away us, isss 
poker voice™™ an even speaking tone that does not reveal any 
unc^ljyfflgFitWtiOrrPK im 

pokey noun a jail uS, w9 

pokey adjective i I dark; Inadequate 

UK 1849 . 2 dawdling, slow. From slowpoke us, mi 
pokie noun an electronic pokei machine new Zealand, 2002 
pol noun arpptfcian US, 1942 

Polack; Polak™™ a Polist h-American. 

Disparaging us, mm 

Polack; Polak adjective Polishf^ ?964 

Polack fiddle noun a bucksaw, a one-man tool. Because of the skill 
attributed td Polish loggers in handling a bucksaw 
Poland-and-China™™a black and white police car us, m2 
polari; palare; parlare noun a slang vocabulary used by theatricals 
and homosexuals Variants include 'polare' and 'parlaree' 

Probably from Italian parlare (to talk). This language’ itself derives 
in great part from Italian'rand Romany roots, incorporating.tacks 
slang, Cockney rhyming slang and Yiddish among its influence 
The earliest form, known as 'parleyareef was used by C17 actors 
who, as a despised section of society, needed a discreet means of 
-#mmiifl(^tion; as theatricals achieved a degree of respectability 
so the use of the language changed and polari emerged. % the 
late 1930s the tolerance of theatre-life had attracted many homo¬ 
sexuals who, as a despised society, needed a discreet 

means sfOJh^jMunicatiQn uk gw 
polari; palare; parlare verb ta espe II 1 t ill in polari uk 


polari lobe noun the ear uk 2002 

polari pipe noun a'itfefftgsbfe uk, 2002 

Polaroid noun a police radar unit used for measuring vehicles' speed 

US 

pole noun 1 the penis uk no. 2 an aircraft's control column uk mi. 

3 in planespottin tele pe ► up the pole 1 pregnant 

Ireland. 1922. 2 in a bad way; at a disadvantage Australia rets. 

pole verb 1 from a male pe 2 to steal 

something new Zealand, dm. ► pole on to impose on someone; 
to not do one's fair share 01 work Australia, 1906 
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poleaxe verb to shock someone into helplessness; to stupify 
someone. From the antique weapon that combines an axe and a 
hammer ok xm 

poleaxed adjective drunk. I ron the sense 'to render helpless, to 
stupify' uk, gate 

pole buddy noun i i n In rk, a ran rmer gin us, im 
polecat noun i a police car. I rom the animal's black and white fur 
us, 1976. 2 in the television and film industries, a lamp support us, 

poleclimbers noun heavy work boots with steel-reinforced toes and 
arches us, 1995 

poledadnoun in annoying, n< < in x rt iteboarder us, raw 
pole dance noun a sexual dance performed with a vertical pole as a 
main prop 

pole day noun in motor racing, the first day of qualifying heats 
when the pole position is decided us, 1973 
pole hog noun in Canadian military aviation, a pilot who tries to 
keep his hand on the control column Canada, 1995 
pole in the hole nickname the Spire monument In O'Connell Street, 
DMJbMn m 'lAND, 2003 

pole jockey noun a telephone or power lineman us, i960 
pole orchard noun 5 Fort Gordon, 

Georgia Signal Corps School where linemen are given climbing 
instruction us, W68 

poles noun 11ui er 1 nam ir languxus! 
pole work noun utilisation of a pole by a dancer in a sex club us, 2001 
poley; poly noun 1 1 im > > 1 I 1 II 1 lia 1343 

poley adjective i if a beast lornle From British dialect poly, polly, 
poll, variant of polled (de-horned) Australia, m 3 . 2 of a container 
missing,a handfeMUOTwtM, raw 
polgarize verb 

optimistic reports ol the US progress in the war Named after 
Thomas Polgar, CIA station chiefln Saigon in the early 1970s us, 


police discount noun a greal, 'I not complete, reduction in the price 
of goods or services provided to po ice in their area of duty us, 1975 
policeman noun in I rse racin I 1 ntered in j claiming race 
sf>fejy.for the purpose of permfemg the owner to claim another 
ttorse in the race (ft ran 

policeman lesion noun in an x-ray, a lesion that is unmissable. 
Medical wit; the lesion must be so obvious lhat a policeman 
would spot it UK MB 

policeman’s helmet noun 11 e Ian f the erect penis From a 
similarity in shape to the traditional headwear of the British 
SprlStSblew 1961 

police pimp noun 

police psychology noun brute physical for m v$, 1973 

policy noun an 1 IN-11 >tt - 1 r known as the numbers racket us, 

policy banker noun the operatoi of tin illegal numbers racket or 
lottery (ft im 

polio weed noun - mi le 1 iter n 1 in in Marijuana so strong 
as to reduce the user to a 'po io-like' condition us, isk 
polls noun the police; a police officer. Mainly Scottish and Irish use 

poli sci noun \ e shorthand us 1971 

polish noun 

polish verb ► polish the mug to wash your face us, 1962 
polish and gloss; polish verb (of a male) to masturbate. Rhyming 
slanirfor TOSS UK 19923 

polisher noun 

Polish jew noun a■flracrai5k#.ift; 1991 


Polish martini noun a shot of whiskyf|f||a glass- of beer us 1 m 
Polish matched luggage noun two shopping bags from Goldblatt’s, 
a low-end Chicago department store chain us 197,2 
polish off verb l Jefeat ime ne t< finish i get i id of something; 
to eat something without leaving anything (especially with gusto) 

Polish smoking jacket noun a sleeveless tee-shirt or undershirt vest 

Polish victory lap noun 

which a race has been run in celebration ol victory. A calculated 
pgatfcn .in; 1988 of driver Alan-fetwicki, wlhbdied fry act aeroplane 
crash m 1993fts, rasf 

political holy water noun alcohol Canada, 1999 
politician noun in prison, a trusted prisoner given responsibilities 
and liberties exceeding those of normal prisoners us, 1946 
politico; politicko noun a politican either ambitious or 
unscrupulous, or both I rom Hie Italian or Spanish uk m 
pollakaun noun I irdofmone ivin w0,2000 

Pollard's cellar noun a notional representation of homelessness 
BARBADOS, MgS ' 

pollatic adjective dfunkttk WB? 
pollie noun a politiCianMUSTRALM, 1967 

pollutant noun amphetamine; MDMA, the recreational drug best 
known as ecslasv I; makes you polluted (intoxicated) uk 2003 
polluted adjective i drunk us, ISA,. 2 warped, perverse us, i9ss 
polly noun a $ali0#t,US 1974 

Polly Flinder noun i i ml ... lang noted as a'shiner's 

(window cleaner's) term’ uk. i96i. 2 a cinder, especially when used 
to prescribe over-cooked food. Rhyming slang, formed from- the 
nursery rhyme ctaatte Pblly Flinders uk 1992 
polly parrot noun a carter, ftsyiHih| slang uk. 1992 
polo noun a mixture of heroin and a motion-sickness drug. From [he 
middle syllables in 'scopo/omine' uk, 2002 
polo mint noun 1 skint, based on 

the famous 'mini with the hole' uk 2002. 2 a girlfriend; a young 
woman. Rhyming slang for bint. Also based on the branded mint 
sweet uk 2003. 3 a traffic roundabout Citizens’ band radio slang, 
ftpijr the similarity afshspe with Polo™ hranded peppermints uk 

polone; pollone; polony; polonee; noun a woman; a girl; an 
effeminate man Polari Also variants with an 'a' to include 
'paiope', 'paloney' and 'palogne' uk 1934 
Polski noun a Polish mm i i i i i I lish-Am ican us, 1997 
polvo noun 1 pi mi lint iii 1 1 1 iru known as PCP or 

angel dust us, 2001. 2 powdered drugs; heroin; cocaine. Directly 
from Spanish polvo (powder): powder (heroin). Also variant 

'pOlvitO' UK 1980 

polvo bianco noun cocaine From Spanish for 'while powder' uk isos 
poly nouni 1 per 11 11 I e mill) ex with multiple partners. 

An abbreviation of 'po/yamorous' us, 2000. 2 a po/ytechnic uk 2002. 

3 marijuana of a supposed v ft)/ynesian origin uk 1997. 4a 
surfboard mam 11 ured with urethane 1 >see: poley 

polyster queen noun 1 grl or 1 11 1 1 I 11 1 ishion sense us wss 
Pom; pom noun an English person, or more loosely, a person from 
Britain. Shortening of pommy Australia, 1912 
Pom; pom adjective English, or more loosely, British Australia, i960 
Pomland nickname EnglartiAfftfJW-M, 1984 

Pommified adjective having taken on an English character Australia, 

Pommy; Pommie noun hi Em Ji h | nn nim loosel | - on 
from Britain. Origin; lly used of Eng ish immigrants to Australia, it 
is a shortening of the now obsolete 'Pomegranate', rhyrtlfftjf-slang 
gpr 'immigrant'. The rhyming slangJjBfl and the shortened 
variants 'Pom' and 'Pommy' all appear ifiigig lexical record at-te, 
same time. The occasional spelling 'pommygranf shows the: 
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Pommy; Pommie | poofster 


rhyming pronunciation. Although this word carries a definite nega¬ 
tive connotation, it also can be used as a term of affectionate 
abuse (see pommy bastard and whingeing pom). Iftg-suggestion 
that Pommy is actually a respelling of P. O.M.E., standing for the 
reputed term Prisoner Of Mother England, or P. O.H.M.I.E, 
standing for Prisoner Of Her Majesty In Exile, and other variations 
on this theme, are implausible on phonetic grounds and are in' 
themselves anachronistic as acronyms were not a common feature 
of English’ ftimthS early part of C20 Australia, s»f, 

Pommy; Pommie adjective English, or mo-e loosely, British Australia, 

Pommy bastard noun an En gl h per n (ster it pically viewed as 
noisome to lire Austra lari)A ustralia. 195/ 
pommy cock noun an utteftcurnctsed penis Australia, ms 
Pommyland nickname England or the British Isles Australia, ms 

po-mo; posti e noun 1, 1 t .pher uk 2003 

pomosexual noun | 1 wh ill 1 I I fined by his or her 

sexuality. A contrived play on 'post-modern and 'homo sexual'. 
'Pomosexuality' is first recorded in 199 Sus taw 
pom-pom noun sex Used by US soldiers in Japan and the Philllplnes 

ponce noun 1 a pirn; 21 espised r unpleasant person uk, 

1953. 3 an effeminate male Australia, i 97/ 
ponce verb 1 to Min 11 i in I 1 11 usually money ox, 
ms. 2 to live on the earnings of another’s prostitution; to act as a 
pimp (a prostitute's manager) uk 1132. 3 to scrounge; to sponge. A 
general sense of acquiring something for nothing extended from 
the previous sense uk , ms. ► go out poncing (of the police) to 
search for pimps ijk re%. ► ponce off; ponce on to live on the 
earnings of another's prostitution, bul not taking any active part in 

the trade uk 1936 

ponce about; ponce around verb 1 to behave in an exaggeratedly 
camp manner Australia, 197 8 . 2 to act the fool; to show off uk 1995 


PONTI; ponti noun in military terms, a person of no tactical import¬ 
ance. An acronym uk 2002 

pontoon noun iprisonment; also 

twenty-one years in prison or in military service. From the card 
game 'pontoon' in which tb^twInHtog hand scores twenty-one uk, 

Ponty nickname Pi i ridd I "i | >1 P< itefr i in West Yorkshire, 

or any town so constructed I rom Welsh pun; y (bridge of) uk 


pony noun i twenty-five pounds :ik 1797. 2 in betting, odds of 25-1. 
Adapted from the previous sense uk i m 3 a racehorse. Used 
especially in the phrase 'play the ponies' us, 1907. 4 a chorus girl or 
dancer, especially a small one uk 1908. s a female who moves 
quickly from sexual relationship to sexual relationship, 
manipulating and using her partners us m , 6 crack cocaine us, 
1994. 7 a Pontiac car in 8 m Western Australia, a small glass of 
beer. Now generally 5 fluid odnca, though formerly 4 , or even 2 
fluid ounces. Obsolescent Australia, i89s. 9 dried nose mucus 
Bahamas, 1982. ioa literal, line-by-line translation of a work in a 
foreign (usually classical) language us. 1S27 

pony verb i 

racehorse to limber up us, 1947 

pony and trap; pony noun in tn defe ition hence excreta; 
rubbish, nonsense Rhyming slang for crap (excrement); It can 
substitute for any sense ofi5p|? uk tseo 
pony and trap; pony verb lo defecate. Rhyrr'ng slang for crap; 
usual y reduced to 'pony’ uk 1984 

pony and trap; pony adjective u ibish 1 1 1 rlueless Rhyming 
slang for crap uk 1979 

pony pecker noun usag rnidentified pi 'I meatus, ms 

ponyplay noun m mi ui iM 1 1 for . exual fetish, in which the 

dominants train, ride and groom people who dress and act like 

pOtti'fSiUS 2900 


ponce up verb to dress up smartly; to decorate something. Originally 

poncey adjective i after ted I i 11 2 11 rtantly, affectedly 

homosexual new&aland, 19S4 

Poncho nickname a Pontiac cards; ms 

poncified adjective im Mil i h h HMi linate From ponce uk 2001 
pond noun ► the pond an. An 

ironic understatement ol the distance between the UK and the 
'great pond' whigh it replaces uk jxso 
pond life noun an unintelligent person or people uk ms 
pond scum noun a person with no redeeming features US, 1997 
ponenounin r card rme the 1 - 1 nn I Ml to the right of 
the dealer uk mi 

pong noun an unpleasant smell Australia, rare 
pong verb 1 to stink UK uuu. 2 in (he theatre, to substitute lines when 
the correct lines are forgotten uk 1952 
ponga noun the vagina Bahamas, 19® 

Pongo; Percy Pongo; Perce noun 1 memhei ol the British Army. 
The Royal Navy p etuate th icked myth that this derives from 
pong (asmell) suggesting that soldiers smell apd sailors don't, 
‘ferry appears to’P'ifnerely'aliiterative uk iw 
Pongo Pete nickname General Sir Peter de la Billiere (b.1934), 
commander of British armoured forces during the Gulf war uk mi 
pongy adjective smelly UK 1936 
ponies nouni 11 e races held r ponie ui rase 
2 horsepower us, 1993. ► push ponies to work as it pimp us, m 7 . 

► the ponies horse racing uk mi 
Ponsford odds noun n hr e racing II ll I- I or greater. An 
allusion'to Bill PonsfortJ, a high scoring cricket legend Australia, 19m 
pont verb In the h 1 I Innate Antarcti 1 | e for a photo¬ 
graph, especially in an uncomfortable position. Eponym from 
Herbert George Panting, pWptogrspher on StOft's 1910-1$ 

expedition ANTARCTICA, 1911 


pony up verb to of a bet or collection us 1979 

poo noun 1 faeces, excrement; the act of defecation. Childish or 
jocular. Many variant forms, including 'pooh', 'poo poo' and ‘pooh 
pooh 'uk i960. 2 the buttoci the anu 1 ► in the 

poo in trouble Euphemistic for in the shit Australia, mi 
poo; pooh verb to defecate uk 79© 

-poo; -poos suffix ' 1 ' if 1 1 nn 1 1 mf ui I elaboration of a 

person ’f-ftifne uk , 2000 

poo and spew syndrome noun amoebic dysentery or similar 
com plai nt Australia. 1988 

poo butt noun llOgy US, 1995 

pooch noun i an unknown 

dog us, 1924 . 2 (he buttocks Barbados, ms 
Pooch noun a Porsche car its im 

poochi noun the ..I ii i- ike log - (a pooch) - than 

the traditional pussy (the vagii a); probably a play on Poochi™, an 
electronic toy dog promoted with such phrases as: 'The more you 
play with me the happier I will ttefxSnd 'Feed fbe.-ijiy special dog 
ppne whenever I get hungry' us 199s 
pooch out verb to pQ^,-y&Ur lips US, 1989 
poodle; pootle verb to travel or move forward without urgency uk 

poof adjective of a male homosexual Australia, m2 
poof; pouf; pouff noun 1 in iM I in 1 I 11 un probably 
connected with French s ang poufiasser, which Barrere {Argot and 
Slang ,1889) defines as a person 'of either sex whose fondness for 
the opposite sex leads them into a life of questionable 
description', that is, presumably, a life of prostitution incljAfl 
Homosexual prostitution, and pouffiace or pouffiasse ’a low 
prostitute' AUSTRAUA,,1S33 

poof-juice noun after-shave lotion, eau-de-cologne for men uk 1997 
poofster noun a homosexual man; an effeminate man. Variation of 









poofteenth | poot 
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poofteenth noun -i mall m uni i m teenth Australia, 1996 
poofternouni 1I1 11 ual ma 1 1 1 in lude pooftah'and 
'poofdah' Australia, igo3. 2 an effeminate looking man, not necess- 
arily homosexual Also variant 'poofta' Australia, i 903. 3a 
contemptible person. Used as a general term Sim^BSAj/STRALiA, 
1986. 4 a braggart new Zealand, raw 

poofter adjective 1 i nil li ll Mil i w 2 befitting 

or suitable for an effeminate homosexual man Australia, i 984 
poofter bash verb to beat up a male homosexual Australia, m3 
poofter basher noun im n usual rs part of a group, who beats 
up homosexual m Australia, 1974 
poofter bashing; poofter-bashing noun the practice of physically 
assaulting male homosexuals Australia, razs 
poofterism noun male homosexuality Australia, 1971 
poofter rorter noun 1 in a men's prison, a prisoner who induces 
anolher inmate into homosexua relations Australia, 1949. 2a 
ptesn who entices a male homosexual, especially a prostitute, to 
a secluded place and then FObs-tJ^Wl Australia. 1938 
poofy adjective o er homosexual. Al iriant poufy' Australia, m2 
pooh noun at 1 id f defeca n I il Im 1111 iry new Zealand, 

1984 

pooh bah noun an important person. The name of a character in 
the Gilbert and Sullivan light opera The Mikado uk, ms 
pooh-bum noun a female fan of a rock hand who is willing to have 
sex with band members uk ms 
pooh-butt noun a despicable person us, 1994 
pooh-pooh veifc I 1 I ' 11 >ne 1 mething; to dismiss 

someone or something as inconsequential uk, 1827 
poo-jabber noun 1 21 

contemptible person. Used as a mild insult, especially amongst 
■children Australia, 1995 

pooker noun _ 11 hi _ I _ I I ll - ■! I ll 
tell) UK, 2000 


pookey; pookie noun used as a term of contempt Ireland, /•».. 
pooki noun the vagina us, 1998 

pooky noun marijuana 

pool noun in horse racing, the total amount bet in the win, place 
and show bets for a race us, 1947 

Pool noun ► the Pool fcjyglpOof UK 1962 
pooley noun urine Ireland, ms 

poolhall cowboy noun a pi ted a reckless 

pool harpy noun 1 j II rwhopla 1 1 1 ney, relying on a 
combination of skii and deceptive behaviour os, raw 

pool shark noun an e 

feigning a lack oi expertise and convincing strangers to play 
against him us, 1908 

poom verb tO fart TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1992 
pooma noun a delapidated car Barbados, ms 
poom bag noun large buttocks trinidad and tobago, rasz 
poomp noun to fart Bahamas, m2 

poon noun 1 the vagina; a 11 11 1 11 1 1 1 sex object; sex 

with a woman. A she rr ter red forrr 1 of poontang us 1957. 2 a fool; a 
Contemptible person.. Used as a triJM insutt Australia, .1940 
poonce noun an effeminate male Australia, 1941 
pooneramale il nil 11 ind | trent expertise us, 


poon light noun 1 the [ rnograph industry a light used to 
Illuminate the genitals oi the performers us, 1 995 
poontang noun the vagina; sex; a woman regarded as a sexual 
object. Suggestions that the term comes from an American Indian 
language, Chinese, Bantu, Peruvian or a Ft|i3#o dialect 
notwithstanding, it almost certainly comes frortjjhf french putain 
(prostttUt#.us 1929 


poon up verb to dress in a flashy manner in order to impress 
AUSTRALIA, 1072 ’’ ' - 

poony noun ual objects. A variation of 

PUNANI UK 1994 

poop noun i inf mil i i I i II i u lira ,ense as 
'nonsense' (shit) us, 1942. 2 the buttocks Bahamas raw. 3 faeces; an 
act of defecation Children's toilet vocabulary us 1948. 4 rubbish, 
nonsense uk 2003 5 z pledge to a college fraternity us, ms. ► in 
the poop in trouble Australia, 1971 
poop verb 1 to defecate uk, 1927. 2 in poker, to raise a bet us, mi 
poopadoop noun the rectum us, M* 
poop-butt noun a lazy person us. 1322 

poop chute; poop shute; poop shooter noun the rectum and 


pooped adjective exhausted us, 19321 
poopelu noun the vagina us, 1998 

pooper noun the rectum and anus. From poop (excrement) US 1997 
pooper-scooper noun an in ilementfi gathering canine 
excrement, designed to meet the social responsibilities or legal 
requirements.placed upon dog owners. Combines poop (faeces) 
with a conventional 1 tool. Also shortened IbfiTfi 'pooper-scoop' and 
'poop-scoop' us. mi, 

poop file noun i II- ii u i h liege univer ity) examin¬ 
ations given in the past us, m 
poophead noun i 1 in i n 11 il peison us 195s 
poopi noun the vagina us, ms 

poo-poo head noun Hill rerson. A variation of 

shithead, perhaps more insu ting by the use of childish, 'poo-poo', 
(excrement) us, ms 

poop-poop noun a slow rnototboat Bahamas, m2 
poop pusher noun a male homosexual uk w 
poops verb tO fart TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 1987 

poop sheet noun a bulletin or other document containing news and 
information isjjs&f 

poopy adjective 1 l POOP (faeces) US 2003. 

2 bad, awful; of poor quality. A euphemistic synonym for shitty us, 
2oo2. 3 in a bad mood. A euphemistic form oi shitty us, raw. 

4 afaid south Africa 19a 

poopy suit noun in lira i i I i i ii I i ny 1)1 nil 11 ran 

CANADA, 1995 

poor adjective criral I 1 I I 111 ood taste us, zees 
poor-ass adjective wretched, unimportant us, ma 
poorboy noun a small bottle 

poor-donkey noun s or one cut from a piece 

of tyre or wood Barbados, 1996 
poor-great adjective foolishly pompous Guyana, 1995 
poor-man blanket noun the sun Bahamas, m2 
poor man's adjective - inferior quality of 

someone by comparison and reference to the greater name with 
which it is combined Only colloquial when applied to people uk 

poor man's roulette noun the (game of crapS'iffiyttf' 
poor man's velvet noun a drink of mi I out nd cider. An econ¬ 
omic variation of black velvet (stout and champagne); 
remembered from'tfe 1970$, notwithstanding the drink's, 
amnesiac effects 

poor man's weather glass noun seaweed, especially kelp Canada, 

poor pearl noun an unpefjpjrflaf-girl u$, i 96 o 
poor-rakey noun thf fiy gaunt BARBADOS, ms 
poot noun 1 faer poop us, 

1981. 2anything which is considered to be contemptible us. 1989. 3a 
very smafi thing; anything at all. Usually heard in the negative, as 
'that ain't' poof us. ms 
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poot verb i to defecate us. 1945. 2 to fart us, 19/2. 3 (used of a hospital 
patient) to become suddenly more 'II, especially without hope of 
reversing th&tdo&rse os, im 

poot-butt noun a lazy foot us. 1972 

pootenanny; pooties noun the female bullocks. Probably derived 
from Jamaican punani (the vagina) us, 1997 
pootie noun the vagina us. 1999 

pootle verb >see: POODLE 

poov; poove noun food, especially grass for grazing. Circus and 
English gypsy use os 1933 

poov; poove verb ► poov the gry; poov the grey to graze a 
horse, especially without permission from the land's owner 
English gypsy use; a combination of poov (grass) - thus 'pppving' 
(grazing) - and gry (a tfeirs# tj%. 19m 
poove; pouve noun a homosexual. Variations of poof uk raez 
pooze noun the vagina us, szs 
pOOZle noun 

poozle verb to strip fixtures from buildings scheduled for demolition 

NEWZEAUim, 1984 

pop noun 1 an 2 s attempt, a try ijk, 

192 9. 3 an arrest (A razz. 4 an attack. Combination and variation of 
the senses 'attempt' and 'go' uk 2001. 5 an ejaculation us, me,. 

6 one event of sexual intercourse 1 is, 191 7 in prison, an escape 

attempt uk m, 8 a father, especial y as a term of address us, ms. 

9 the ‘masculine’ or 'active' member of a lesbian relationship us, 
1957. 10a musical genre, characterised as trivial and without 
serious artistic intent. Originally widely used to cover thefeRposite- 
of 'classical music’, now denotes-jo® a particular type of popular 
music: carefully crafted, packaged or manufactured for mass- 
market appeal us, ms. 11 any nc>ri-acoholic sparkling drink. From 
the sound of a I il 11 1 I 12 champagne UK 2000. 

13 a drink, usually at a bar cry razz. 14 cough syrup containing 
codeine us, mo. 15 an injechon of a drug us, 1952. 16 a strong crowd 
reaction. Pro’ t>see: POP GOES THE 

WEASEL ► go off pop to lose your temper new Zealand, 1940. 

► have a pop at to attack verbally uk 1999. ► on the pop 
rjctiroiftg alcohol uk, 2000 

pop nickname used as a nickname for any male stagedoor manager 


pop verb It' 2 to have sex 

with someone us, ms. 3 (used ol a male) to have sex with a virgin 
BAHAMAS, 1982 . 4 to give birth us. 1990. 5 to (art. Childish; used In the 
.0$, '.UK and Australia. Also phrased as 'pop off and 'pop a whiff 
uk 199s. 6 to administei medication uk mi 710 inject a drug us, 
1952. 8 to take a pi I 9 I n usir ml titrate, to break the 

glass ampoul 10 1 Is a powdered 

drug UK. ms. 11 to stea something Origina ly in black use us 1994. 
12 to obtain confidential or classified information about someone 
as part of an investigation us 199 13 to arrest someone us, 1975. 

14 to fire a gun uk 1725. 15 10 hit someone us, sms i6to kill 
someone US, 1952. 17 to pay (or something i is mis. 18 to praise or 
promote someone or something us raw. 19 to applaud and cheer 
enthusiastically Professional wrestling usage us, 2000. 20 to send an 
e-mail to some-1 w 21 1 1 11 u umewhere, 

especially swiftly or suddenly. Usually used with 'up', 'down', 'in', 
'out', 'over', 'about 1 , 'off, 'between', etc uk ism 22 in pinball, to 
win a replay or additional ball, activating the sound effebt known 
asaknockeri/ 23c I 1 il 1 il nnel to open remotely 

2000. ► pop a cap to shoot a ,gun us, 1965. ► pop a top to 
open a can of beer A-1 inevitab e reduplication with the advent of 
aluminium cans with pull-tabs in the eat v 1970s us, ra6z. ► pop 
corn to engage in m II- 1 I lonest chem etc, rasu ►pop 
junk to gossip us, 1990. ► pop smoke to detonate a smoke 
g'enade us us2. ► pop the chute in sailing, to release the 
spinnaker us, sms ► pop ya collar io respecl yourself uk 2003. 

► pop your clogs t n the 

pawnbroker's' (because you have no further use for them) uk 2000. 

► pop your nuts to ejaculate ► pop your pumpkin to 

lose your temper us. mu. ► pop your rocks 1.0 ejaculate us, 1977. 

► pop your water to ejaculate Bahamas, ion 


pop bumper noon in pinball, a bumper that scores and kicks the 
ball on contact us, razz 

popcorn; poppy noun , for horn ijk 


popcorn pimp noun a small-time pimp; ,1 pimp who fails to live up 
tapjAp standards us, is® 

pope noun ► for the pope used of work without pay us 
Pope noun ► The Pope Frank Sinatra, US singer ( 1915 - 98 ) us, ms 
Pope’s phone number noon -I " n In f Dating from a 
time when telephone exchanges were given as (he first three 
fetters t^lfee area name uk, mi 

popeye noun a < hi working us, razz 

Popeye the sailor noun ed on the 

cartoon bhiSraeter uk 1992 

pop goes the weasel; pop noon li It 1 . dang, formed, 

possibly with an ironic regard to the high costs of motoring, on 
the tiaditionijitfiyme: 'That's the way the’fpotey joes, / Pop goes 
jijie weasel' uk 1992 

popla noun beet SOUTH AFRICA, Up? 
po-po noun the police; a police officer us, 199s 
pop-off noun u n ie ne h ill i much us, mi 
pop off verb 1 to die uk, 1764. 2 to brag, to boast; to speak out when 
discretion would suggest silence i is. i mo. 3 lo kill someone uk 1824. 

4 to ejaculate us, 1909 

pop-out noun III lie or no handwork 

involved in the making.es i964 
poppa noun ip prisQny a lesbian us. issa 

poppa-lopper noun used as a euphemism for 'motherfucker' us. 1977 
pop party noun i; h ic Iru mi inje Irugsus.raz; 

popped out adjective drug-intoxicateiliS: 

popper noun 1 a 1 2 3 a popcorn wagon 

US, ms. 4 a pnem 1 1 In 1 1 1 11 11 1 \nd rase 5 a fart 

UK. Childish, descriptive Also called 'multipopper', /99s. 6 a capsule 
containing vapours of amyl nitrate or (isojbutyl nitrate inhaled as a 
stimulant. Often used in the plural formes, ram. 7 any drug addict. 
A very loosely defined, or understood, usage uk m7 
poppet noun 1 used as an endearment. A 'puppet', hence a 'doll' UK 
1729. 2 the object of ridicule Barbados, ms 

popplin noun kll ANADA, 1984 

poppy nouni opium. Earlier pharmaceutical usage into slang os 1935. 

2 heroin uk 199, 3 mone i > see popcorn 

poppy verb to pay UK 1 S 79 
poppycock noun nonsense us, issz 
poppy love noun ar|if||er Jewish rfj@f>,us, ws 7 
poppy pad noun a room or apartment where heroin users 
congregate us, 1959 

pops noun i used as a term of address for a man, especially an older 
man us, im. 2 father us, ra® 

pop shop noun a place where criminals sell stolen goods os 1949 
pop shot noun photograph 

depirting.a .(f^tjzejaculating us, 1991 
popsicle noun used as a term of abuse us, raw 
popsie noun afisarpibaufe of amyl nitrite us, 1971 
popskull noun strong, homemade whisky us. jm 
popsy; popsie noun a young woman who is ihe object of a 
romantic or sexual attraction uk rae 
poptastic adjective fantastic. Created for the BBC television 
programme Harry Enfield's Television Programme, 1990 , written by 
Harry Eft|||J and Paul WhitehouSefbr the comedy characters 
Sp asnie and Nicey Uk, wm 

pop top noun a 1111 I i i i I ft drink Citizens'band 
radio slang, elaborated on pop (a carbonated drink) uk mi 
population noun 1 1 1 I I | ul n 1 111 |ii n 





pop-up | Portuguese straight 
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pop-up noun i an electronic advertisement delivered to a computer 
via the Internet, that is superimposed ovei the original browser 
window us, 19%. 2 any mushroom with an hallucinogenic effect uk 

pop-up hell noun in nun ill e I m n nn nment character¬ 
ised by multiple console advertisements in pop-up windows. A 
term used frequently on the web 'but fiat in conventional print 
sources us sew 

porcelain god noun a toilet US. im 

porcelain king; porcelain queen noun so*0i« #io habitually 
dnuk:, alcoho to the point of vomiting us. 1993 
porch climber noun I heap British Columbia 

wines CANADA, 1989 

porch monkey noun 1 1 1 1 I pe 1 tffer e h 11 ring the 
stereotype of laziness (porch) and the African jungle (monkey) os, 

porcupine head noun ng, the cylinder 

head on the big-bloc k er gines manufactured by Chevrolet. John 
Edwards, Auto Dictionary, 1993, gives a neat etymology: 'When the 
valve covers are removed, the valve stems appear to stick out at 
odd angles, like the needles on a porcupine' us. 1993 
Po' Rican noun Puerto RicanifiJ: 1975 
pork nouni flesh, especially in a sexual context uk. 1996. 2 the 
gen itals, male or female Bahamas, 1982 
pork verb to have sex with someone us, ms 
pork and bean noun a male h n >sc 1 rl Rhyming slang for queen 
AUSTRALIA ism 

pork chop noun in electric line work, a wire grip ipsSd; for holdingra 
coffliitor under tension IS, 

Pork Chop Hill noun I ill I 1 iii 1 1 “ tensive fighting 

In the final months of the Korean war, from 16th April to 18th 
Ifaril and again from 6th July to 10th July, 1953 us, 1964 
pork chop in a synagogue 11 I 1 1 ml 1 anything that is 

badly, especially embarrassingly, out of place or unwelcome uk, 1934 
pork-dodger noun 1 Je ish person From the dietary restrictions of 
observant Jews u$j&y 

porker noun 1 a fat person us, 1959. 2 a police officer. An extension of 


porno adjective pornographic us, m2 

pornographically adverb used in a sexual context for more than 

averagely uk, 2002 

pornshop noun a shop where pornography Is sold. A pun on 
'pawnshop' UK im 

porn weed; horny weed noun n r'juana ih allegedly, 
aphrodisiac properties Combines weed (marijuana) with sexual 
possibilities, horny (sexually stimulating), porn (pornography) and 

'love' UK 1999 

porny adjective pornographic us, ms 

porpoise noun 1 I nn 1 I 11 - plane in which the plane 
bounces from the main gear to the nose gear (A m3 
porpoise verb 111 1 1 111 1 n 1 hi in 1 I 1 nding to, instead of 
controlling, the bike us, 1992 

Porra; porranoun a person of Portuguese descent south Africa, 1973 
porridge noun 1 a entence fimpr 1 nent I e rune served in 
prison. Possibly puns on stir (prison) and the staple prison diet of 
porridge. The term settled in the wider public conciousness during 
the 1970s with BBC television prison situation comedy Porridge uk 
1955. 2 the brain. A visual link between varying consistencies of 
grey matter uk 1997. 3 sludge removed from drains uk m> 
porridge gun noun the penis uk 20m 

porridge pot noun in motor racing, a crash helmet that covers only 
the top of the head uscigf; 

porridge wognoun a Scot. Combines wog (a foreigner) with a 
stereotypical Scottish dish uk 2002 
port noun 1 in New South Wales and Queensland, a suitcase or 
schoolbag. From 'portmanteau' Australia, im. 2 a railway porter us, 


portable noun s, fb^Hroi ipolice officer us, :i 
Portagee noun a per n from Portugal, < ll rtuguese heritage us, 
197s. ► go Portagee on me to back out of an agreement. 
Portuguese immigrants, mostly fishermen, fishbuyers and sailors, 
settled near where this phrase is tLifisrii Canada, 1999 
Portagee beer noun any beer in a quart bottle Bermuda, ms 
Portagee chrome noun aluminium paint us; mt 
Portagee lawnmower noun‘t■faaftftl : ,»® 


pork-man noun a whitd fPflff'u/c 2000 
pork patrol noun a police car us, 1993 
pork pie nouni a lie. Rhymin In II tand alone in the 
reduced form porky 2 , -aland, ms 

pork pies; porkie pies; porkies noun the eyes. Rhyming slar.g uk 

pork scratch noun 1 mate! F.. lang contrived from the 

savoury snack porfijs^ratchings uk. 1996 

pork sword noun the penis OS im 

porky noun 1 PORK PIE UK 1992 . 

2 the vagina Bahamas, m2. 3 a police officer us, 1973 

porky adjective obese UK yis? 

Porky Pig adjective hi ner 1 Rhyming slang, from the name of 
a Warner Bros' cartoon character. I he sense of 'big' is often 
heavily ironic uk 1992 
porn; porno noun pornography uk m2 

porn and prawn adjective of ,1 p 11 1 ir ged 1 >r die purpose of 

showing pornographic fi ms and catered for with epicurean food 
including prawns Australia, 1996 

pornbroker noun a seller of pornographic literature. A pun on 
'pawnbroker' uk 1x7 

pornflakes noun crusty, dried semen. A pun on the branded name 
of a popular breakfast cereal, Corn I lakes™ Australia, 2003 
porn flick noun a pornographic fitt|tt$r, ism 
porn mag; porno mag noun a pornographic magazine uk 1972 
porno noun a pornographic film Or video uk im 


Portagee lift noun in manual iai^uf, said when one worker does 
not carry his fair share US i960 

Portagee overdrive noun II while driving us mi 

port and brandy adjective exuall 11 I 1 Im let herous. 
Rhyming'slang for randy uk 1992 

portapotty noun truction sites, 

campgrounds, outdoor concerts, elc. us, 1993 

porthole duff noun I 11 lal anal se Ana il use - another 
dish on the navy cake menu; hue 'porthole 1 may refer to the anus 
of in specialised use that the passive partner has his 'head 
out of a porthole' uk mi 

portion noun an act of sexual intercourse as something given to a 
woman uK2m 

portnoy noun a male masturbator. A reference 10 Portnoy's 
Complaint, a novel by Philip Roth, 1969 uk 1970 

Port of Spaniard noun a resident of Port of Spain, Trinidad trinidad 
AND TOBAGO, 1990 

portrait painter noun speed radar; a police officer operating a 

port-sider noun a left-hartied personus,^-' 

Portuguese parliament noun a meeting where everybody talks and 
mpbody listens us, mi 

Portuguese shop noun a small grocery shop attached to a rum 
shop, whether or not it is owned by Portuguese people trinidad 
AND TOBAGO. 1989 

Portuguese straight noun in 1 ike 1 h ml 1 rmed with different 
suits, thus without value Hawaiian youth usage us, m2 
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porty | potato patch 


porty noun a portable telephone os, 19 % 

pos noun OS, !986 >see: POSS 

POS noun a patient regarded by hospita personnel as a piece of shit 
pose verb to pretend a station in life that has yet to be achieved us, 


poser noun a [ is not us, 1990 

posh adjective 1 bem I li I mi Ihe besl class elegant and 
sophisticated In populai folk etymology, reinforced by the song 
'fiosh' in the 1968 film Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, 'posh' is an 
acronym of port out starboard home, supposedly the location of 
the best 1 cabins on afiiEngland to India P&O line cruise; 
.HhfortunatelyPSO has no record;af 'pch a phrase ever being 
used. Other suggested derivations: a contraction of 'polished', an 
earlier sense as 'money', and a corruption of Scottish tosh (smart), 
However, this is slang and 'port out starboard home' is the more 
entertaining etymolology and therefor® likely to continue’-* the 
popular favourite uk ms. 2 being in possession of drugs uk 2002 
Posh and Becks; Posh 'n' Becks noun sex uk, 2003 
Posh and Becks; Posh 'n' Becks nickname singer Victoria 
Beckham and her husband, footballer David BdcMfUbsconsidered 
as a single celebrity icon uk. 2000 
poshie noun a jfoSh. pers?h..«?4b§#. 
posho noun a member of the middle- or upper-classes uk 2001 
posh totty noun i sexual ittractive uppe la rman 
posh wank noun i the penis is 

sheathed in a condom. Combines posh (upper-class) with wank (to 
masturbate) uk i 9 2 used as abuse of a contemptible person, 
especially one you consider to be of a supertof status. A combi¬ 
nation of posh (upper-class) with wank (an act of masturbation); 
informed by contemporaneous 'posh wank' (the act of 
masturbation in a condom) uk 1999 
poshy adjective H.- in ind phisti I Late riation of posh uk 


poshy-poshy adjective extremely elegant and stylish. Reduplication of 
poshy for emphasis uk 2002 

pository - 1 1 r ive. Citizens'band radio slang os, J976 

POSS ; POS adjective possible UK 7886 
poss; pos noun a possibility« 1964 

posse noun i 2 a gang us. 1994 

possible noun 1 /mology us, ms. 

2 in target shooting, ,1 perfect score us nv. 3 in poker, any hand 
that can be completed with the draw pf prrexcard, Variant 
'posstbuitafee' ts.sjsr 

possie; possy; pozzie; pozzy noun a position. Originally in World 
War 1 a soldier's chosen position from which to snipe, observe, etc 
AUSTRAL !A, mf 

possum noun darling. A term of affectionate address Australia, 1394 
Possum; Ole Possum nickname George Jones, a country singer and 
songwriter |p 1931) US, raw 

possum belly noun the foot box located on the underside pfjt' ; 
brakevan (caboose), us, 1946 

post noun an autopsy I rom ihe more formal 'post mortem' us, m 2 . 
► left at the post (of a home in a race) 1 lose badly Australia, 


post verb to leave someone in the lurch, especially during the 
commission ► post a flyer to use 

coded language in a conversation to advertise your homosexuality 
and sexual availability uk ns7. ► post a letter to go to the toilet 
TRINIDAD AND TQBAW. 2003 

postage stamp noun i a woman. Citizens' band radio slang, 
etymology unknown, although licking is almost certainly a com¬ 
ponent us, 1976. 2 a public house bar counter. Rhyming slang for 
ramp . Shortened to 'postage' uk 7992. 3 in horse racing, a very small 
weight allowance in a weight-handicapped.event Australia, 7989 


postal adjective violence. 

From a series of highly publicised workplace shootings by 
frustrated and furious employees of the US Postal Service us 1994 
postcode adjective used 1 e ibin in matter in which dom¬ 
estic, economic or po itical status may be defined by geographic 
location; where your postal address affects the provision of m®i 
cal care, education and publteiyfunded services, or insurance, or 
credit rating; especially as 'postcode isftery', 'postcode prescribing 1 
and 'postcode diseriminationT lik 7 999 
poster boy noun a very good example of an attitude or condition. 
Used -fecetioualy.us, 1993 

posteriors noun the penis and testicles Bahamas, m2 
postie noun i a postman or postwoman uk us/. 2 The Royal Mail, 
thjijff§t Office uk 2001 >see: PO-MO 
postman noun in horse racing, someone who can be counted on for 
Inside tips on horses and races A term built on mail as 'Inside 
information' AUsntALiA, 7989 

postman's knock noun i a lock. Rhyming slang, ascribed to burglars 
when used by lockmakers Chubb’s in an advertisement uk m2. 2 a 
clock. Rhyming staeg,-;sometimes seen in an abbreviated form as 
'postman's' uk ms 3 in pool, a shot in which the cue ball hits the 
object ball twice iff rapid sitatssfort, i proc^cingii|iiddtltfe'Sou}ia 

!j| 1993 

post-mortem noun in poker, an analysis of a hand after it has been 
played ius; t9$s 

postop noun a transsexual wla i I 1, undergii le ill surgery necessary 
to complete a sex change us, 7995 

post up verb toAd^ US, (998 

pot noun i marijuan Fhe n i >< iula ing term for marijuana in 
the 1950s. No agreement On the etymology, with competing 
conjectures and lid e supporting evidence us, ms. 2 heroin us, 1999. 
3 in Queensland, Victoria and Fasmania, a 10 fluid ounce glass of 
beet Australia, i915. 4 a tooth Polari; us.ua ly in fhe plural uk 1992. 

5 in poker all of the chips or money bet on a single hand us. 1947. 

6 the jack in a game of bowls In Midlands' use. The southern 
equivalent Is 'kitty' uk 1979. 7 in electric line work, a transformer. 

An abbreviation of 'potentia transformer' us use 8 a carburettor 
us 1941. 9a hospita patient with many trivial complaints us mo. 

► not have a pot to piss in; not have a pot to pee in tpsf» 
.®XtKiSel|! foor CANADA, 1961 

pot verb 1 to shoot ox kill someone 1 is, iseo. 2 to put a baby on a 
potty (a chamber pot) uk nsi. ► pot the white to have sex. An 
allusion toMfjgfe uksOSB, 

-pot suffix a person of ,1 type defined or suggested by the word to 
which it is joined. The best known current forms are fusspot and 

pot A noun a prisoner who has received a minimum often years is 
regarded as a potential Category 7996 

potable noun drinking water us 196s 

pot and pan; old pot and pan; old pot noun a man; a husband; 
a father. Rhyming slang Australia, ms 

potater juice; potato juice; potata juice noun vodka us, 7976 
potato noun 1 of POT UK 7999 . 2 LSD UK 

nos. 3 a woman Short for potato peeler Australia, 1959 
potato digger noun 1 1 11 I il 1 1 1 I 1 nnel carrier fitted 

with a dozer blade used for clearing mines during the Vietnam 


potatoed adjective sluggish; in a non-responsive slate (possibly as a 
resuiff-sf drug use) uk 1999 
potatoes noun money. One of life's basics us 2001 
potato hook noun in 1 in- 'il ii insulated line tool for¬ 
mally known as a fixed pfoflg-.f#y5t)i)k us i9w 
potato-masher noun a Ger ind grenade. 

Korean war usage us, m2 

potato patch noun J patients us 
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potato peeler noun i omar Rh ning langfor sheila Australia, 

potato soup noun vodka UCijjfa. 
potato wagon noun a police vart|$j -1970 
pot belly noun in trucking, a trailer with a dropped frame middle 
used for hauling cattle or hogs us 1971 
potch verb to spank or smack sofi^ene-ys; 19m 
potchkeh verb 1 I II pend time ineffi ently Yiddish from 
German. Also variants 'potchee' and 'potchky' us, 1954 
pot head noun a user of marijuana us, 1959 
pot hook noun i i it ( playing! m mine us tasz 
pot hound noun 

pot house noun a mad or psychotic person uk, 2000 

Pot. Kettle. Black. 

for engaging in precisely the same conduct or reasoning that they 
|re attacking in another us./fag- 
potless adjective without money uk, 19m 
pot-licker noun an older dog nlwzlaland, 1 as; 
pot likker; pot liquor noun 1 tea brewed with marijuana leaves. 

The intentional spelling error gives a rustic, moonshining feel to 
the term us ) 967 . 2 strong, homemade whisky us, 1972 
pot lot noun a used it n in ialising ir II inexpensive cars 

pot of glue noun 1 a Jew. Rhyming slang. Also shortened form 
'potter' uk. 1992. 2 a clue Glasgow rhyn ing slang Shortened forms 
include 'pot' and 'p cjfasf'uK Scotland, im 
pot of honey; honey noun money. Rhyming slang :x mi 
pot pig noun a marijuana user who takes more than a fair share uk, 

pots noun a large amount of money uk mi 
POTS noun e OS, 1997 

pots and dishes noun wishes.. Rhyming slang uk 1979 
pot shot noun in poker, an early and aggressive bet designed to drive 
other players from the fie d of play Borrowed from hunting and 
punning on ‘pot' as the collective bets tt£ ?s» 
potsymxma firefighter s or police officer's badge us, 1954 
potted adjective 1 tipsy, drunk us. n,u 2 in a stale of marijuana 
intoxication us 1955 
potten bush noun hashish 

pottit heid adjective dead. Glasgow rhyming slang, 'deid' in the local 
accent, formed from local dialect for 'potted meat' uk Scotland, 

pottsville noun notional location i te of nsciousne 
imagined by marijuana smokers. Compared to Uc^f^Jstirvana 
and Xanadu us, mi 

^ttt, ChiMtfn'S toilet vocabulary 


potty noun ► go potty tc 


potty about in I e, infatua I 1 bsessed (to some degree) with 
something or someone UK 1923 

potty mouth noun a person prone to use profanity; profanity us. ms 
potty talk noun speech that is considered obscenely offensive. From 
childish 'potty' (a chamber pot or toilet); an almost euphemistic 
variation of toilet talk us, 2002 

pot-walloper noun a person employed to wash dishes us, 197s 

pot-wrestler noun a real a ter us, ww 

poultice noun a large sum of money, especially a large wager 
AUSftttUA, 1904 

pound noun 1 a five-deallar note us. 1935. 2 a five-year jail sentence us, 
1967. i an ‘s' uni! (five decibels) in measuring the level ofa 
citizens' band radio signal us. me. 4 an amount of heroin worth 


five dollars us, 1982. s a prison cell used for solitary confinement 
Australia, 1950. 6 a jail or prison us, 1977. 7 in poker, a heavy bet us, 
loss. ► have a pound on yourself to be conceited; to think 
very well of yourself I rom betting terminology uk 1959 
pound verb to drink (alcohol) u.s; 1995. ► pound cotton to strain the 
residue ofa narcotic from a bit of cotton used to strain the drug 
for a previous injeclion us mi. ► pound ground to march us, 

1977. ► pound her pee-hole 10m Hi 111 pe pective, to have 
energetic sex us urn. ► pound sand to engage in futile 
behaviour Usually used as a command, where Hie term takes on a 
meaning not uni 1 I 1 ll ► pound the 

bishop (u cd 1 1 in ... ite ► to get 

pounded 1 urfboard and 

thrashed by the wave us, 1988 
poundage noun weight that should be lost us, 1972 
pound and crown noun a lot of money trinidad and tobago, 1993 
pounder noun 1 1 I fficer assigned t 1 patrol us, 1945. 2 a 
powerful, hard-breaking wave us 3 a 16-ounce can of beer us, 

pound note noon 1 it Rh n 11 lang now fallen into disuse, a 
victim of the pound coin introduced in 1983 uk 1992 
pound of butter noun a crazy person; a lunatic; an eccentric. 

Rfl^ffling slang for nutter uk 1998 
pound off vert (used of a male) to masturbate us. ism 
pounds noun money us. 1971 


pound to a penny 

wager UK, 2001 

pour vert to move or place a drunk UK ms. ► pour on the coal to 
throttle up an engine A borrowing from steam-powered train 
engines us mo. ► pour on the coals in trucking, to drive fast us. 
Kiss ► pour the pork (Pom the na e point of view) to have sex 

poured into adjective said of someone wearing very tight clothing, 
usually ofa woman, at d gt or rally complimentary uk i960 
pour (it) out verb to :UfimiS US, 1990 

pouve noun >see: POOVE 

pov noun a person who is judged to he less well off than the speaker. 

Shortened from po\ er tv or in 1 pi x cashed UK 2006 
poverty pimp noun /ing from the 

poverty of others, espet i; lly by working for government-funded 
programmes-for the poor. The Coalition on Homelessness in San 
Francisco presents a Poverty Pimp Award each yeart&.tszs 
poverty poker noun /er who loses 

their bankroll may play for free until they win a hand try 1988 
povo adjective heapl irodu I for a >or m rketplace. Derives 
from 'poverty' uk 2001 

pow! of instant excitement uk mi 

powder noun 1 p Jere J na 1 isual heroin or cocaine us, 1975. 
► take a powder 1 to leave us, urn. 2 to inhale or Ingest 
powdered drugs u$; Jg® 

powder verb ► powder your nose 1 to sniff cocai ne-f-Sj 'm 3 . 2 to 

use the lavatory. A euphemism uk urn. ► powder your schno2 
to inhale cocaine Variation of powder your nose with shnoz; 
schnoz (the hose) uk, m» 
powderbox noun the vagina us, ms 

powder diamonds; powdered diamonds noun cocking, From the 
crystalline appearance, and the cost us, js®- 
powdered adjective under the influence of cocaine us. us. 

powdered chalk noun 1 il ... slang ik 1992 

powder monkey noun 1 in e 1 11 oik crew us 1949. 

2 a cocaine user jjs&j on powder (cocaine) uk 2002 
powder puff noun 1 11 1 nun d 1 1 1 1 male us, >997. 2 in 

trucking, a small convex mirror mounted on the outside of the 
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powder puff | preemie 


powder puff adjective event limited 

to female compeitWS us. 1973 
powder train noun a US Navy SEAL 
uni$|r3flat:er explosives'®.®; 
power noun a charge of explosives Its' 

power adjective in a concentrated intense manner. Almost always 
used mockingly us, rass 

powerdyke noun lesbian or not 


power hit noun 11 ic ret > inhaling nariji ina moke and then 
exhaling 11 into another's mouth as they inhale us m0 
power lunch noun a lunch m 11 1 11 1 isiness or deals not 

eating, is the central focus us, res6 
power pill noun a tablet of any variety of MDMA, the recreational 
drug best known as ecstasy us ;99s 
powerplant noun a variety of mar'juana southafrica, 2003 
power rangers noun Named after the fantasy 

television programme uk 19% 

power table noun 1 ir minen II 1 i re taurant, seating at 
which is a recognition of fame or power Used in the 
entertainment industry us re« 

power trip noun any activity that is motivated by a desire for power 

US, 7967 

pow-pow noun \ ders, usage us 199 5 

pow-wow noun i i leetir Or ina in Al nquin word for an 
'Indian priest' or 'ceremony' us, wk 
pox noun 1 syphili hence in exual 1 in mitted infection Altered 
spelling of 'pocks, origina ly applied to the pustules of any 
eruptive disease uk, 1503. 2 marijuana; hashish uk cm. 3 opium, 
ftgroin us, m2 

pox verb to spoil something. From an earlier sense, 'to infect with 
syphilis' uk. m2 

poxbottle noun a despicable person jr£lanp."’M 
pox docs noun do i it lini i - i ill i iii mitted diseases. A 
happy rhyme enjoyed in the medical profession uk 2002 
pox doctor's clerk noun used as the epitome of someone dressed 
in a flashy manner Australia, 1950 
poxy adjective loathsome, objectionable, disgusting. From pox 
(syphilis), equating the target of the adjective with venereal 

pozzie noun a location newzbaland. ;m 
pozzle noun the vagina us, m2 

pozzy noun 1 >see: POSSIE 

PP noun 1 a per 11 I er in 1 | er rnce In a hospital casualty 
department has earned him theiabgl professional patient us ms. 

2 Influence within a prison A shortened form of 'penitentiary pull' 

PP nine verb mprovised with a 

PP9 battery, often by concealing the battery in a sack® r®6 
PPP noun a severely debi itated hospital patient, with piss-poor 

pfctoplasti US 

PQ noun a half-pint of rum An abbreviation of 'petit quart' trinidad 
AND TOBAGO. 1987 

PR noun 1 Puerto Rico US, 1909. 2 a Puerto Rican. Also attributed as an 
adjective us 1957. 3panama red. a variety of marijuana cultivated 
j«P Panama us. 19m 

practice bleeding noun engaging in night-training flights off an 
aircraft carrier us. 1986 

prad noun a hor irded separ¬ 

ately before 1799 but implied in 'prad-lay' (to steal property from 
horses), now obsolete, noted in Grose's Dictionary of the Vulgar 
Tongue, 2nd edition, 1788 uk 1953 
prairie chicken noun a grouse, or a newcomer to Hie prairies 

CANADA, mi 


prairie nigger noun a native American''Indian us, res9 
prairie oyster noun an anti-hangover tonic: an unbroken raw egg in 
a glass of dry red wine, or an unbroken raw egg in Worcestershire 
Sauce and sherry us, w 

praise vert ► praise the porcelain god t$f§mitus,?» 
pram noun ► get out of your pram to become very angry or over¬ 
excited uk i97o. ► throw your toys out of the pram to become 
angry, to lose your temper; to become over-excited uk 2002 
prang noun car accident dr COffefen us, 1959 
prang vert 1 in aviation, to crash-land an aircraft uk mi. 2 to crash a 
car uk 1952. 3 to make a short ca I to a mobile lelephone with the 
sole purpose of registering yourself on.trie receivingrfMsne's 'SK¬ 
ID' (thus delivering a private signal but avoiding the cost of a 
connection) uk, 2003 

prang adjective scared, Uslpftyouth slang uk 2005 
prannet; prannie; pranny noun fool; a general term of contempt. 
After an obsolete sense of 'prannie' (female genitals, hence cunt) 


prat nouni used as a general insult with no particular meaning 
beyond Hie derogatory tone; a fool Variant 'pratt'. From the 
ear ler use as 'buttocks' ut m . 2 die buttocks uk rue. 3 the 
vagina I rorn the earlier sense as 'buttocks' uk nv. 4in horse 
racing, iffeffereriee during a race Australia, re® 
pratvertto engage in coy 1 1 1 ling h h iour us, m9 
prat about verb to mess about; to play the fool. From prat (a fool) 


pratfall noun >ne that lands 

buttocks-first. Often applied figuratively: uk 1939 
prat in vert in ; 1 I I 1 1 1 inf he potential victim, 

getting Jjfiffi into position for a confederate us. mi 
prat powder noun | iered in he ir line li m the power of the 
powder to make you behave ike a prat (a fool) u/c 2002 
pratt noun a woi 111 1 bjectified 1 ill b n< 1 from the sense as 

pratt boy noun outcast us. m2 

pratty adjective stupid, foolish. From prat (a fool) {gr%x 
prawnnouniat I 1 1 hi ill idual Australia, 1893. 2 an ugly 

pe^raSwith an attractive bodyuc 2cm 

prawnhead noun 

prawn-headed adjective Sttrpid Australia, 1962 

pray verb ► pray to the porcelain god; pray to the enamel 

god to vomit into a toilet US) 1^0 

prayer bones noun the knees us, me 

prayer meeting noun 1 2 a propaganda 

session conducted by Viet Cong with South Vietnamese villagers 

.-fji 

praying John noun 1 gambler who bel that he can influence 
the fall of the dice by uttering the right, magical words us 1950 

pre; pre-game; pre-party verb to drink before going to an event 
where there will be drinking us, 2001 
preach verb ► preach to the choir to talk to those who ar,e 
already convinced us, m6 

preacher noun 1 i 1 iffic ; lice offi 1 hoi too kind-hearted to 
issue citations us, mu. 2 a log that is partially submerged In a river 
us !m 

preacher’s car noun in the used car business, a car with no 
accessories at all us m 

preacher’s pasttime noun the shell game us, rase 
precious adjective egregiou ir inf ery, exce li 1 1 1. especially as an 
intensifier of something bad 01 worthless uk m 30 
pre-cum noun penile ecretions pri 1 in A refinement of 
come (orgasm/semen) uk. 1995 
predator noun heroin uk is 98 
preemie noun a premature baby us 1927 
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preesh! I appreciate that! us, »8z 

prefab noun a prefat u ited h use >e ifii il temporary dwelling 
(usually a bungalow) that served as a stop-gap measure in the 
years immediately following jferli War 2 Some are still in tise 
nearly 60 years later uk 1942 
prefab adjective prefabricated yj 1?37 - 
preggers adjective pregnant ui{, jij#’ 
preggo adjective pregnantAusfSAtAl mi 
preggy; preggie adjective pregnant UK m 
pregnant duck noun the B-24 Liberator bomber. A nod to the 
plane's clumsy appearance us. rs46 
pregnant rollerskate; pregnant skateboard noun a Volkswagen 
'Beetle' car. Citizens' band radio slang us, rezs 
prelim noun i In i i i oil 

prellies noun F it marketed as 

Preludin'™, used ifite'US as a diet drug tyre 2002 
premie noun a premature - ial ejaculation i man who is subject 
to such a tbi ng 

premiumnoun brand name manuf ured igarette us. m2 
prenup noun an agreement entere 11 I e re marriage concerning 
thTOgsion of property (in tre event of divorce. Shortened from 
‘prenuptial’ us 19m 

pre-op noun a transsexual who has yet to undergo all surgery necess¬ 
ary to complete a sex change us m6 
pre-op adjective in a hospital, pre-operative us. 1997 
prep verb to prepare someone or something us. 1927 
pre-papier noun ultural events 

(production teams, casts and plays) prior to reviews. This word is a 
Tfiiwrterm adapted ftilly'into English Canada, 2002 
pre-party verb >see: pre 

prepone verb m earr n m thin for a future date. A definite 
variation of 'postpone' india, 2003 

preppy; preppie noun conventional 

young person with upper- class prep-school values us ms 
Presbo noun a presbyterian Australia, 1955 

Presbyterian poker noun I lly poker us, 1996 

prescription noun in iriji ina igarette An assertion that 
marijuana is just what the doctoi ordered uk, ms 
prescriptions noun mm ially manufactured 1 rugs used for non- 
medicinal purposes USO0 

presence noun MDMA, t wn as ecstasy 

US. 1989 

presento noun du in in I 1 1 ir, a piece f merchandise used 
by Uh servicemen ::> hade with hoyr foi services ns 
presh adjective good, pleasing. An abbreviation of the conventional 

president noun 1 1 lit 1 I 1 ffiti 11 list often the 

leader of a group 1 us, ;&»/ 

President nickname Lester Young (1909-59), jazz saxophonist us, 1949 
press nouni in bettir 1 1 li he be in effect us, >962. 

2 cocaine; crack cocaine uk, ms 

press verb i to pi 11 riminal harge 2 to dress up us. 1974. 

► press the blocks 

► press the bricks 10 walk us. ► press the flesh to shake 

hands, especia ► press the meat; 

press the sausage while - n iling < itinue betting your 

► press the 

sheets to sleep in a bed us, Has' 

pressed adjective 1 2 ,sed stylishly us. 19S0 

pressed duck noun n flattened by 

traffic A trulysgfjm comparison us 1992 
pressed ham noun the bare buttocks pressed against a car window 
as a ffcitte prank us, im 


pressie; prezzie noun a gift, a present uk 1937 
pressure cooker noun a sports car Citizens' band radio slang uk. mi 
pressure out vert to lose your composure completely under press¬ 
ure. Hawaiian youth usage US, mi 
pressurize verb to intimidate; to threaten; to coerce us 2001 
pre-stiff noun a patient idtjsS fe^safjTUS, 1994 
pretender to the throne noun ' letero u I ho is attempting to 
pass as a homosexual us. i9so 

pretendica noun poor quail or unterfeit marijuana. A play on 
'pretend' mixed with cannabis Indica (a major genus of marijuana) 

pretendo noun a poor quality or counterfeit marijuana. An elabor- 
atipicfif 'pretend' uk 2003 

Pretentious? Moi? 11 e I f-satirically a 1 ..1 if 

pretentious qualities A somewhat tired catchphraseitr©B? 
pretties noun 1 the female breasls UK 1973. 2 on a film or television 
crew, the makeup, hair and wardrobe departments us, m z. 3 in 
bucking, state permit stfckess affixed on a cab window us iga 
pretty noun 1 youthful 1 1 11 1 I 1 lie who is the 

object of an olcier homosexual s desire us, 1979 


pretty boy noun 1 2 a 

sexually active young man us, 2003 

pretty face noun ► not just a pretty face used, often itebleally, 
when claiming to be intelligent us, ms 


pretty please 

UK 1959 

pretty-print verb in computing, to format code so that it looks 


ueri*?n)3£l record. An abbreviation of 'pr#iouSc 


previous adjective premature; early; hasty us, im 
Prez nickname L - Singer Billie 

Holiday nicknamed Young 'Prez' as a shortened/ftrtrr of 'President 
fifths Tenor Saxophone' us 1957 
prez; pres noun president SfeoWfi ij»z 

prezziesnoun p if er n ne -1 ibbreviation of the common dead 
PRESIDENTS US. 1997 

prezzo noun a gift or present 19es 
price noun 1 a chan - | 111 in 'i mi I kmakers quoting a 

'price' (betting odds) uk 11 2 in betting on horse racing, the 

approximate equivaent odds to $1 us mi. 3 a discount. A 
e.ufiheit)tsfn that saves face: f^rioth.the seller and buyer us. tmi 


pricey adjective expensive uk 1932 


prick nouni the J “III It nth basi er a, hung that pricks 
or pierces'; in conventional English until around 1700. William 
Shakespeare (1564-1616) played word games with it, Robert Burps 
(1759-96) used vulgar good humojfibgiid the Victorians 
finally hid It away uk 1592. 2 a despicable man; a fool; used as a 
general term of offence or contempt, often as an abusive form of 
address, always of a male or an inanimate object. Since the 1940s, 
when qualified by the adjective 'silty', the sense need not be 
derogatory or contemptuous, as 'you silly prick', 'the silly prick' 
etc. An unembel llshed grtek, however, is considered very offensive 
us. 1929. 3 a marijuana cigarette. Presumably based on phallic 
imagery uk 1934 

pricked off adjective annoyed, angry us; a® 
prickface noun a contemptible person Australia, 1971 
prickiick noun a homosexual male-us;»» 

prick parade noun 1 group inspector 1 lilitary doctor or medic 
of male recruits for signs of sexually transmitted disease us. 19&4 








pricksmith | programme 


privates noun the:,gettafeof' : ei 
private slick noun a physician i 


primed adjective dr 

prime time noun- 


who is arrested for the illegal production of alcohol ai 
sentenced to probation is said to 'get probate’ us, 1974 
probie noun ; us, 1973 

procesh noun a procession or graduation parade nlwzd 


primo adjective excellent US, 

Prince Albert; PA; Albert noun a piece of jewellery ter- 
piercing; also app ied to the piercing itself This etymol 
stuff of romantic myth: the procedure and bejewelling 


following a respectful pause, after her death uk 199s 

Princeton rub; Princeton style noun the rubbing oft 
between the thighs of another boy or man until reac 
Piteeton is a prestigious and cultured fast Coast, im 
pringle noun multiple orgasms From the advertising si 


procon noun a professionally rut 

procure verb ► procure for a 
prod noun 1 the penis us, 1975. 2 


Proddy dog noun a Prolestanl m 
proddywhack adjective Protestant u, 
prodigal boy noun a person who e; 


produce noun food 
producer noun 1 ai 


professor noun 1 1 ligent tudent 155. 2 a piano play 
brothel us, 1939. 3 a skilled and experienced poker player 
proffing noun stealing uk 2002 

profile verb 1 (usei | he f lice) t 1 p, question and se 
someone based on their race and age us, 1992. 2 to act ii 
arrogant and conceited fashion us, 1997 
profiles noun in 1 I I 1 h ill the king of diam 


pro from Dover noun an expert us w 
prog noun a radio or television prograi 


private eye 1 
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programme verb in prison, to follow the rules and avoid trouble in 
hope of an early release us, mt 

prohi noun a federa la nl emer n I ' e I by those in the 

illegal productJoms?f^®hat is, 1974 

prole noun a member of the proletariat us. iss7 
prole adjective | I lull III -class US. 1965 

prom noun a dance at a school fir college ui im 

promise noun ► on a promise having been promised sexual 
intercourse Australia, i%o 

prommernoun a nr ui - l I rudien | i ill/a promenades 
at a Henry Wood Promenade Concert (now branded the BBC 
Proms). So named by James Loughtan, in the conductor's tra¬ 
ditional 1 tastmight-tf thife'PrbrtTj speech, 11 th September 1982 fM. 


promo noun puhl mill'll pror. nal tern ) in the music 

business, an advance copy of an unreleased tune sent to an influ¬ 
ential DJ US 1966 

promo adjective promotional us, 1963 

promote verb in the circus or carnival, to obtain illegally something 
that is badly needed us, mo 

prong noun thbrbghis US fess- 

pronger noun the penis 

prong me! used l r regi ing c elief despair urprise, or satisfac¬ 
tion. From prong (the penis), in the manner and sense of fuck 
me!, suggesting that 'prong' is also used for fuck (to have sex, etc) 


pronto advert immediately. Rfftfftthe Spanish us wi 
proof noun an identif itior n tablishir i is old enough to 

buy alcohol us, m3 

proof vert to sho ientificatior ingth u ire old enough to 

be wteB'-you are, buying what you are buying us ns7 
proof shot noun a photograph, or a scene in a pornographic film, of 
a fiafliejaculatihg. us ms 

prop noun i a proposition uk isn. 2 any portable article used In 
acting. An abbreviation of 'property': theatrical, film-making, 
television, etc. also used by those seeking to create an impression 
uk, 1864. 3 in casino gambling, a casino employee who poses as a 
player to draw interest to a game. An abbreviation of 'proposition 
player' us. cm. 4 the leg us, 7969. sa prisoners' strike new Zealand, 

prop vert i to organise a criminal enterprise uk rc,„. 2 to take part in 
a prison strike new Zealand, 1932 
propellerhead noun an expert computer enthusiast us. 1997 
propeller key noun >le Macintosh™ 

computer keyboard us, mi 
proper noun proper respect us, 1974 

proper adjective i II ii u|l | ml In conventional use 
until during the C19 uk, 1375. 2 of a criminal, respected uk 2001 
proper adverb e cel lei 1 iperbl thout ubterfuge; handsomely. 
An intensifier uk 2000 

proper little madam noun >see: little madam 

proper lush adjective great, excellent, wonderful. An intensified vari- 

propper; prop noun in youth-oriented holiday resorts, a person who 
encourages custom into c ubs and bars Probably adapted from a 
reduction of 'proposition' uk m7 
props noun 1 proper respect: due credit. Variant ‘propers' US, m3. 

2 false breasts us, 1967 

prop up verb i ugge i i inge r tor or rn explanation, 
especially through a third(person, uk 1977 
pros noun in circus and carnival usage, a prosecutor us, mi 


Prosecute Coppers Association noun the Police Complaints 
Authority. A cynica alternative meaning for the PCA; in police use 


prospect noun a prospective member of a club or gang us, 2000 
prospect verb over a period of time, to prove yourself to be a 
worthy recruit before initiation as a full member of a motorcycle 
rfll.bUS'JSST. 

press; pros noun a prostitute;.!/*; im 

press collar noun an arrest of a prostitute for a direct solicitation us, 

prossie; prossy; prozzynouna prgstiiute Australia, mi 
prosso noun a prOStitUte-AB^f^M, 3965 

press van noun a police van used in mass arrests of prostitutes us. 

prosty; prostie noun a prostitute us. tsx? 

protection noun 1 ntra ptior | ial ndom us, ;967. 2 an 
extortion scheme in which the victim pays the extorting party to 
.-protect hi*.frcm-'CTtee, especially crime committed by the 
extorting party us 1999 

protein shake noun in the pornography industry, semen that is 
swallowed us, ms 

proto noun protection from prosecution by law enforcement us, 1945 
proverbial; proverbials noun used as a general-purpose 
euphemism. Always reliant on context for sense UK <984 
provo noun ial 160 Dut h i ii i i ui i lutionary 
Netherlands, 1970. 2 a military police officer. I rom provost marshall. 
Can be used with a capital: 'Provo' Australia, 1943 
Provo; Provie; Provvie noun a member of the Provisional wing of 
the IRA, subsequently Pa n ision; IRA More than a simple abbrevi- 
atffjft, Provo is probably influenced by 'Provo' (a member of a 
•group of 1960s Dutch political: activists) derivedfiaft-ffdnch 
provocateur (an aggressor) uk northern irewlD, ts*3 
provvy noun an approved school (Air juvenile offenders) uk cm 
prozie noun a branded antidepressant Prozac IM tablet UK 2001 
prozinenouna professionally published fan magazine us, cm 
prozzy noun a ci 1 ho illegedl exually available. Derogatory; 

shortened from 'prostitute' UK 2092 
Pru noun ► the Pru the Prudential Insurance Company uk. 1927 
prune noun the anus An allusion to the wrinkles found on each us. 


prune vert to out-race ome ne in < ir race fr m a stationary pos- 

ItlSftijS 3962 

prune and plum; prune noun the hi I >< asionallyand 

specifically, the anus, '.he rectum Rhyming slang for bum ijk ms 
prune pusher noun the active participant in anal sex us 1979 
prunes noun testicles; courage us. 1984 
pruno noun a potent homen rde ilcoh I often made with 
fermented prune juice/fe, few 

Prussian noun 1 male hon ual h pr 1 the active role in 
anal sex us im 
P’s noun parents us. 19m 

PS noun pen il servitude. An I 1 1 1 I > f prison 

sentence was ordered fram the C 19 until 1948 uk 1923 
p's and q's noun ► mind your p's 

and q's to be careful t, prudent haps f >m the old 
custom of alehouse ta Iv, marking 'p' foi pint and 'q' for quart, 
care being necessary to avoid over- or under-charging. Whether the 
$SufC& is in panfang, or'pffijs and quarts', or learning to is 
unknpwfi m, 1779 

pseud noun a pretend u ..1 person Usage 

popularised by 'Pseud's Corner' in Private Eye magazine uk, 7954 
pseudo adjective preterit ictus. I rom i.he conventional prefix UK ms 
pseudy adjective pretentious. A variation of pseudo uk 1 9ss 
psst; psst! used foi attracting someone's attention discretely 
IRELAND; 

psych noun 1 | 2 

psychologist us. i97i 
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psych | Puff the Magic Dragon; Puff 


psych adjective psychedelic, when used in combination with a type 
of music or musicans, e.g. 'psych rock' or 'psych band' uk 2003 
psych; psych up verb t - stimulate, 

to enthuse, to excite us, 1957 
psyche! I footedyptf! f# 
psyched adjective excited, enthusiastic us, 1970 
psychedelic martini noun Df 11 li u-aslmg hallucinogen us wo 
psycher; neo-psycher noun a musician or fan of psychedelic rock 
or neo-psychodelia. From psych uk, 2003 
psychic energizer noun an amphetamine or other central nervous 
system stimulant us, m 7 

psycho noun \ hopalh meone who is otherwise 
psychologically disturbed us, 1942 

psycho adjective 1 2 crazy. An 

abbreviation of 'psychopathic' us is* 
psychobabble noun | hoi ical an eu hological jargon. 
Derogatory. Popularised, but not coined, by R D. Rosen in 
Psychobabble, im 

psycho block noun n area in a pri n here them t i lent 
prisoners are held us, ms 

psychopathic noun 11 i 11 .. Ii i pired perhaps, by the 

state of mind that you (or the drivei behind you) get into when 
stuck in traffic uk ms 

psych out verb i i i null te someon mpl tel on a psychologi¬ 
cal level us 1994 . 2 to lose youi mental composure or stability t*c 
mi. 3 to figure out or discover something us, ms 
PT noun i a woman who promises more sex than she delivers. An 
abbreviation of prick-teaser us, « 2 in sports, playing time us 2001 
PTA noun a hasty washing by a female I he most common associ¬ 
ation with FTA is the school-support Parent-Teacher Assocation. 

The PTA in question: hgfo fefers to the woman's fits, and ass 


ptomaine palace noun a restaurant serving inexpensive, low quality 

fOOd. UK 1952. 

ptomaine wagon noun a catering truck us 1937 
P-tOWn nickname ill n I 11 i bluetts I 1 1980 
PU! used for registering disgust of anything that smells. A jocular 
spelling Jaranounce each letter) jpTfjje two syllable-stretching.^*-- 
'phew 1 us, i 960 

pub noun a public house, an inn, a tavern uk iss9 
pub band noun a band of musician hi >la principally in public 
hotels. Pub rock, an umbrella ge nre for such bands and their 
music; was popular in the mid- 1970 s andus-seen as the 

fifocutsarTo punk RockwswtyA t$ss 
pubbernoun a publisher, especially of a single-interest fan magazine 

US, 1982 

pub-crawl noun idrir ng session that m t i >m one licensed 
premises to the next, and so on. Combines pub (a public house, 
licensed for the sale of alcohol) with a less-and-less figurative sense 
of ' 

pub-crawl verb to move n a group from one drinking establishment 
to IttSunext, drinking at each uk 1937 
pub dog sex noun an act of sex performed under a pub table uk, 2001 
pube noun a high school girl us, non. ► get pube in the categoris¬ 
ation of sexual activity by teenage boys, to touch a girl's vulva os 

pube adjective pube scent us, im. 
pubes noun pubic hair us, mi 
pubies noun pubic j Mm us, rata 

public relations noun a member i 1 indling enterprise 
promotes the swindle &#zz 

pub petnouna two-litre plastic container for draught beer new 

ZEALAND, 1988 


puck noun i in a number of casino games, a disc used to mark a 
point or position us, sms. 2 car brake pad US, 1993 

pucker noun the ms. 

pucker factor noun he egree ffear 1 1 et From the image of 
the sphincter tightening in ,1 frightening situation us m2 
puckeroo adjective e broker 1 :l\land ujo2 
pucker paint noun lipstick keen slang Canada im 
pucker palace noun a drive-in cinema. High school student usage 


pucker up verb 1 I and anal muscles us 1972. 

2 to behave sycophantically uk 2000 

pud noun a pudding uk m< ► pound your pud; pull your pud; 

pull your pudding (of a male) to masturbate uk 1944 
pudding noun 1 2 abbreviation'pud' 

does not appear until the 1930s uk 1719 

pudding and gravy; the pudding noun the Royal Na%y Rhyming 
slang uk 19 6i 

pudding-basin noun hairstyl I 1 I I 1 though a basin has 
been inverted over the head and the hair cut up to the rim dfji^ 
basin uk mi 

pudding club noun ► in the pudding club pregnant uk is 9 o 
pudding wagon noun in circus and carniva usage, a frozen custard 
truck us, mi 

puddle noun a generous dose of 'quid LSD us, 1994 
puddle about verb iewZealand, 19m 

puddle-jumper noun 1 a small plane making a relatively short 
journey us, mi. 2 in trucking, a lightweight truck us, 1971 
puddytatnoun 1 1 I m the b ne Fune rrtoons with 

Sylvester the cal and rweety Bird, with Fweety B'rd's constant 
mantra of 'I taut I taw a puddytat' (I thought I saw a pussy eat) u& 

pudgenoun 1 h u |u it per n inythin I 1 md thick 
someone who is overweight A probable variant of podge (a short 
and fat person) uk 1999 
pudgy adjective short-And fot UK im 
pud puller noun a male masturbator us, im 
pudwapper noun ir lale r 1a ml 1 r; hen lespicable person. 

Combines 'pud '(the penis) with 'VVjhjap' (to hit) us ms 
puff noun 1 a h n ual man ii ninate man Pejorative; 
probably a variation of poof ; c 1902. 2 mar ijuar 1a. From puff (to 
smoke marijuana) Also variant 'puffy' uk m 7 . 3 breath. A puff of 
wind uk 2001. 4 existence; life-span uk 1921. 5 a charge of explosives 
us 1949. ► on your puff on your own, alone uk 1995 
puffrertto smoke'marijuana us 1996. ► puff the dragon; puff 
the magic dragon 1 ml uan ill The Magic 
Dragon', 1963 , a song by Peter, Pau and Mary, is, according to a 
popular myth, about smoking marijuafraor a weapon pf war - 
nothing in the lyric sustains this but nevertheless thirSSni; 
inspired this term 1998 2 to perform oral sex on a man. Plays on 
dragon (the penis) and the song 'Puffy The Magic Dragon' us, m? 
puffa; puffa jacket noun 1 1 uni hi picket generally 

made of lightweight synthetic materials Surely coined by 
marketing experts to account for the fetton-garirtent's puffed-up 
appearance uk mi 

puff and dart noun in i he I e ime cr n nd inchor, a heart 
Rhyming slang, probably dating from about 1860 but first recorded 
in 1936 uk 19X 

puff and drag nouns cigarette Rhyming langfor fag n 732 
puffed adjective exhausted new Zealand, 

puffer nouni a mu tuana moke 2acraci cocaine user us 

1994. 3 In drag racing and hot rodding, a supercharger us, nos 
puff-juice noun men's toiletries. Based on puff (a male homosexual) 


Puff the Magic Dragon; Puff nickname a C-47 aircraft modified as 
a gunshlp and redesignated an AC47, heavily used by the US Air 
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Force in Vietnam. Frorrt' the gentle 1963 folk song recorded by 
Bette Paul and Mary us, »» 

pug noun i a bi) er ill hter - i rtened 1 m l the conventional 
'pugilist.' uk, 7858 . 2 a male homosexual us, rw. 3 in trucking, a 
cabover tractor us. Bn 
pug verb to fight US m 
puggie noun a hardened eamihal us ms 
puggled adjective i nt lish behaviour; tip cotland, 
puggy noun 1 1 in iii ill in i ne-armt bandit; an ATM 
cash dispenser. From a Scots word for 'monkey' ijk Scotland, ms. 

► full as a puggy very drunk; having eaten too much uk 

► take a puggy 

Jf®5HfW, 1985 

puggy work noun I I I I I ical ibour. From a Scots word for 
'monkey' ijk Scotland, ms 

pug-ugly adjective very ugly. Probably a confusion with plug-ugly (a 
thug); based on the appearance ol a pug (a boxer) or the broad 
wrinkled face ofoa 'pug' (a breed of dsf&i&xco 
pug up verb to hide something uk 200? 

puke noun 1 vomit us, or,/. 2 a despised person. In ihe mid-C19, the 
term was applied with some degree of scorn to residents of ihe 
state of Missouri; It later gained a broader sensSulH Rogue Warrior, 
Richard Marcinko gives a virtual litany of pukes - Academy puke, 
admin puke, fleet puke, jet puke, puke ensign, 'Staff puke and 
Team-puke us. im 

puke verb i to vomit uk, 1600. 2 in the illegal production of alcohol, to 
allow the still to boil over us 19/4. 3 while on a combat air mission, 
to separate out from formation while under attack us. m6. 

► puke your ring up tcufefmt violently UK.saoi 
Puke hole noun a shabby, shoddy, dirty place us, ms 
pukepot noun a despicable person us<m$. 

puker noun a tourist. In Alaska, an allusion to the tendency of 
tourists on fishing charters to get seasick us, 1997 
puking buzzards nickname He 101 -ill me Division, US Army. 

From the official nickname of 'Screaming Eagles' us, 1991 
pukka adjective er in reliable genuine hence excellent; 
fashionable. Derives from Flindu uuTku which has the meaning of 
'substantial' UK im 

pulborn; pulboron; polboron noun heroin. Possibly from Spanish 
polvo grande (big powder) or polvordn (a sweet made with 
all&Wlds) US, 1$77 

pull nouni in policin iii 1 tei if ill etaining a suspicious 
person or vehicle for investigation Derived from pull (to arrest) 

uk 1977. 2 a w ►on the pull 

engaged In a casual or recreational quest for a sexual partner uk 

pull verb 1 (of p 1 1 | 1 licle; to stop uneonefor 

questioning. A broader usage of the earlier sense 'to arrest' uk mo. 
2 to arrest someone ljk isu. 3 to engage in a casual or recreational 
quest for a sexual partner uk ms. 4 to recruit someone into 
prostitution us, nt,/. s to serve time in prison or in the armed 
forces us, mi. 6 to leave us i960. 7 (of an adult) to buy beer or ciga¬ 
rettes illegally fcr a minor This term is especially, almost 
exclusively, used in Saskatchewan! \nada, ?ooi. 8 (of a jockey) to 
► pull a fast 

one to do something daring (often a criminal act) and hope to 
get away with ft by being smarter, faster and more deceitful than 
those set to prevent you; to play a dirty trick Originally military uk 
1943. ► pull a stroke to do something daring (often a criminal 
act) and get away with n by being smarter, faster and more 
deceitful than those set to prevent you; to play a dirty trick (uk mo. 

► pull my mouth to ti l m mething in particular 

g ► pull on I with 

someone to t ► pull on the rope to 

masturbate a man tis no. ► pull out (all) the stops to apply 
maximum effort to the task in hand. I rom the stops that limit 
the full sound of a pipe-organ uk 1974. ► pull pud (used of a 
male) to masturbate uk go. ► pull someone's coat to warn 
someone; to alert someone, us. iota. ► pull someone's covers 


to reveal a pe ► pull someone’s leg 

1 to tease someone, to make fun of someone uk im. 2 to good 

naturedly hoa ► pull someone's 

pisser to good-natur ily hoax or d 1 n ne. A variation of 

pull someone’s leg uk. 19S4. ► pull someone's plonker i to1§£)i. 
someone; to tease someone; to take a liberty with someone. 
Variations of pull someone's leg, similar to pull someone'Stisseu, 
with plonker (the penis) supplying the image uk mo. 2 to waste 
time. From the en 1 n isturt ite ► pull someone's 

tit to good-natured y hoax or deceive someone; 10 make a fool of 
someone Australia, cm. ► pull the head off it (of a male) to 
masturbate ijk sac. ► pull the monkey to pull a rubber disc 
through a cess drain in order to clean the drain uk 1970. ► pull 
the pin to resign or retire from a job. Based on the US railroad 
imagery of uncoupling train wagons by pulling a pin on the 
couplers us, 1927. ► pull the plug 1 An electrical 

image uk 7987 2 ► pull the rein 

to advise. The 'right rein' is good advice, ihe 'bad rein', bad advice 
AUSTRALIA, 7989. ► pull the rug out io disluil; Fie status quo ijk 
► pull the wool over someone’s eyes to deceive 
someone, especia Iv nr icg. rds the deceiver's intentions us, isos 

► pull time ► pull 

up stakes ► pull wires 

to use personal influence to achieve a desired outcome. A varl- 
ation of'pull strings 'uk mm. ► pull your head in mind your 

► pull your pud; pull your 

pudden; pull your pudding (of a male), to masturbate uk 1944. 

► pull your punches 1 mo ration, especially in 

punishment < ► pull your wire (of 

a male), to masturbate uk.wt 

pull away verb U' divert attention from the scene of of a crime 

AUSTRALIA, 7975 

pull down verb i to earn money us, 7977. 2 10 rob a place us, no2 

pulled up adjective former us, m 

puller noun 1 a sneak thief ns mu 2 a dealer in stolen or smuggled 
goods us 7956. 3 a racehorse that strains to run al full speed us 1994. 
4a crack cocaine user who obsessively/compu sively tugs at differ¬ 
ent body parts Us fssg 

pulleys noun 1945 

pullie; pully 77oun#]|>titteyer, a jumper uk wsr 
pull in verb to earn (morte^ uk. 1529 

pulling noun 1 al partner ijk 

2004. 2 a challenge fr< n mi >r fr m one of its members. 

Teddy Boys' slang uk 1959 

pulling gearf7ouf7 in trucking, the gear best suited for climbing a 

hill us 7977 

pulling time noun the time 

of day when ihe winning numbei is drawn or selected us, 1949 

pull Off verb 1 2 to 

succeed in doing, or effecting, something uk issz 
pull out of verb to be released ls, 19731 " 1 

pull the other one!; pull the other one - it's got bells on! 

used as a sarcastic respor se from 'leg-pulling' (a humorous act of 
Safftpr deception) The mvteteri !s to pull the other leg uk i964 
pull through noun a Jew. Rhyming slang UK 1974 
pull Up verb i 'horse to lose 

Australia, 1936. 2 to stop (doing something) us 1972 
pummel verb in | 1 „ iii a ithou 1 - id to the effect on 

the board or body us. im 
pummelled adjective very drunk 

pump noun 1 the heart us 1945. 2 a fart uk Scotland ms. 3 a fire 
hydrant us, 7979. 4 an illega inear amplifiei fir a citizens' band 
radio us 1976 . 

pump verb 1 to have sex, usually from the male perspective uk 1730. 

2 to exert yourself in a labour us. 1 992. 3 lo obtain a free ride 
Barbados, 796.5. 4 to interrogate someone uk sto fart uk 
northern Ireland, 1937. 6 to sell drugs, especially crack cocaine (A 
7989. 7 in poker 10 increase a he; made by another player us im. 

► pump the stump to shake hands us 1947 
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pumped | punk tank 


pumped adjective pregnant us. W9 
pumped up adjective 1 

2 excited, energised Current usage is informed by bodybuilding 
jargon with muscles 'pumped up' Iff display uk, mi 

pump gas noun pet I it is availa to th ner il public which 
must be used in some drag racing events os, mo 
pumpie noun a pump-action shotgun Australia, ms 
pumping od/ecftve i used i item; ra ince music, and of the 
atmosphere it generates) ext ting energetic or 1999. 2 (used of surf 
conditions) powerful, excellent us, 1977 
pump iron; pump verb to e - I ifting iglits Sports jargon; 

possibly from pump up (to inflate muscles) US 1972 
pump jockey noun a petrol station attendant us 1966 
pumpkin noun 1 used as a sentimental term of address. The 
affectionate tone of the term of address runs counter to the earlier 
sense of an 'ineffective, incompetent person' us ms. 2 in car 
repair, a pumpkin-shaped differential cover us, 1992. 3 in trucking, a 
flat tyre us. 1971 

pumpkin belly noun h Ixdonen of a pregnant woman trinidad 

AND TOBA0), 1973 

pumpkin positive adjective unintel ger Adi tors joke ifyou 
shine a light in the mouth, the head will light up. Recorded in an 
article about medical slang in British (3 London and 1 Cambridge) 
hospitals bywmi 

pumpkin seed noun a 1 “II Hi me dine tablet us, 797; 
pumpkin time noun a curfew. An allusion to the Cinderella tale us, 

pump monkey noun a petrol station attendant us, mi 
pump off vert (of a male) to masturbate uk, 1937 

pumps noun 111 2 

BARBADOS. 1996 

pum-pum noun the vagina Jamaica., im 

pump up verb i i increa nethin 1 nflate imething, to turn 
something higher or r-n. 2 when ifting weights, to engorge the 
muscles with blood in order to inflate and define them us, i984. 

3 to conduct an exhaustive and detailed briefing us, rase. 4 while 
jpmbljhg, to lose at a steady rate us i9so 

punani noun the \ i ina; her r nar irded is a sexual object; 
hence sex with a woman 3 robably West Indian. The etymology is 
uncertain, possibly rooted in poontang (the vagina, hence sex). 
Variant spellings include 'punany'; punyam : 'punaany'; 

'puhanny'; 'pudenany'; 'punnanny'; 'punaam'; jjtapnam'. Black 
slang, popularises: in the wider community by comedian All G 
(Sacha Baron-r ► ride the 

punani to have e t Indian ing popular ed in the UK in 
the late 1990s by comedy character All G (Sacha Baron-Cohen) uk. 

punch noun i an act of sexual intercourse; a person viewed only In 
terms of sex us, rexi. 2 in volleyball, a one-fist overhead pass or 
volley us, ms 

punchvertito per methir i I mmonly, but not 

exclusively, applied to breaking into a safe us mi. 2 to have sex us, 
mi. 3 in a card cheating scheme, to prepare a deck for a 
ms ► punch it i hi ;h speed us, 

i9S7. 2 to escape (from prison) us /sso. ► punch someone's 
ticket it n i 2 I i ith someone us 

m2. ► punch the sun while Iriving < lerate to make it 
through an intersection on a yellow light us, 1997 
Punch and Judy noun deception; an unbelievable story. Formed on 
traditional pup if domestic disharmony 

and dishonesty, perhaps, IntefriS the sense UK m> 
punchboard noun 1 n II ivailabl in< iromi nous woman. A 

'punchboard' is a g; me which used to be found in shops, where 
for a price the customer punched one of many holes on the 
board 1 n hope of winning a prize us 1977 
Punch Bowl noun i i 'Mi i i ntral coast of Korea formed 
by the Taebaek-San Maek MttHfstaihs, home to some of the 
bitj@®St battles of the war us, 1989 


punch buggie noun 1 Vr gen'E etle < ir h uted by the first 
child in a car to see it, which entitles him or her to slug all other 
y^nildren playing the game us,f®7 

punch-drunk adjective fa I r, deranged or lebilitated to some 
degree as a result of punches received hence the condition of 
being punch-drunk: 'punch-drunkenness' us, ms 
puncher noun a safe cracker us ms 

punching bag noun 1 in 1 11 n in m punch in 10 sex¬ 
ual sense us, 1974 

punch-in-the-mouth noun oral sex on a woman us, fssSf 
punch job noun a safe robbery in which Hie combination lock is 
punched out to gain access to the safe us ms 
punch-out noun in I I i ten i ith 2 h le punched out for 
the numbers called m a game, used to compare a player's ticket 
with the winningfljyrhbers us mn 

punch out verb i 2 to leave us, ms. 3 to 

eject someone from a fighter plane us, ras6 
punch-up noun a fiafghtUK 7958 

punch up verb l ihance a script 

with humour, more lively dialogue, or the like In the 1950s, the 
entertainment industry used the terrtoj^rnean to increase the 
voijilfjf of the sound track or brightness of the picture. Towards 
ife end of the century, the meaning, changed to a writing term vs, 


punchy adjective discomposed, deranged. Abbreviated from punch- 

punga noun the penis new Zealand. im 
punishing adjective exhaustin|yjf<$t|ifpg UK m2 
punishment noun ► put to 

the punishment in horse racing, to use any physiealfbifisuch as 
whipping or kicking to an extreme degree us, i9si 
punk noun 1 a fan of punk rock music and the associated fashions 
uk 1976. 2 a young and/or weak man used as a passive homosexual 
partner, especially in prison us 1904. 3 a child us ms. 4 a lesbian 
Bahamas , 1982. s in horse racing, a mildly talented jockey us mi. 

6 marijuana uk 2003. 7 the middle position in the back seat of a car 

punk vert 1 to have anal sex with someone us, 1949. 2 to assault 
someone usuost 

punk adjective poor, lousy, inferior us. 1896 

punkasals noun trainers, sneakers Grenada, 7996 

punker noun 1 a (an of punk music us, m,. 2 a punk rock song uk 


punkette noun a fen lie foil er fpur musir ind fashion us rasz 
punkfucker noun r mal 1 ner who ha ith homosexual 
prisoners, especially taking the active rate us. 1972 
punk-hunt vert i" earch r horn lal ind ault them for the 
sole reason of their homosexuality US, 1968 
punki; punkin noun 1 igina 1 hildr n < bulary trinidadand 
TOBAGO.S iam 


punk in the bunknoun 1 ir r in the fact that the 
speaker has an effeminate homosexual prisoner under his control 

punk out verb i to withdraw from a (ask out of fear us, 1920. 2 to 
irrip&ecrsr betray a compatriot us .»» 

punk pill noun 

punk ride noun an amusement ride for children us, 198s 
punk rock; punk noun a genre basic, higi le / rock music that 
came to prominence in the mid-1970s us 1972 
punks noun an unsoph 1 iter rural audience us 1957 
punksy adjective spunky Barbados i3es 

punk tank noun a holding ceil in a jail or prison reserved for homo- 
sexuais.t/S. >972 
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punny eccy; punny noun in h< I i >iece i ritten work given as 
a punishment From a shortening ol 'punishment exercise'; used 
by Glasgow teachers and pupils uk. Scotland, im 
punt noun i a gamble I ince 2gambling,4usTR4U4 

punt verb i to gamble uk im. 2 to do poorly; to give up in some 
fashion because you are doing poorly A metaphor from Americaa 
football, where a team that has not advanced the ball ten yards 
after three plays will often choose Id ptfht the ball to its 
opposition rather than risk giving up field position us. i%s. 3 to 
vomit Ireland. 19%. ► punt the pail lo d'e A jocular variation of 
kick the bucket uk Scotland im 
punta-rosa noun a i 

punter noun i er; in Hie plural, an audience 

uk 1965. 2 a prostitute’s customeri r. 1970. 3 a gambler uk 1873. 4 a 
drug dealer's customer uk 2000. s a confidence trickster's victim uk 

pup noun 1 a young person us. 1964. 2 ihe early part (of some speci¬ 
fied period). Most commonly in the phrase 'the night's a pup’ (the 
night is still young) Australia, 1915. 3 in the television and film 
ibduatirfS,.a 500-watt light-Source mounted oma,St4t$'.«, 19a 

puppies noun the female breasts us. sou ► like two puppies 
under a blanket; like two puppies fighting under a blanket 

used by men as an appreciation or critical commentary of a 
female posterior, especially one in undulating motion uk. Scotland. 

► the puppies 1 the 

DOGS AUSTRALIA, 1984 

puppies in a box noun in the pornography business, a group of 
bare-breasted women cavorting us, 1991 
puppy noun 1 a person of a specified lype us. sun. 2 a pit bull terrier, 
especially a fierce one New York po ice slarig (0. 1997. 3 a small 
penis us, mo. 4 in pool, a shot that cannot be missed or a game 
that cannot be losl us. 1990. 5 a small bottle of wine us, mo. 6 a 
gun Jamaican gang terminology us, tsss 
puppyfoot noun in a deck of playing cards, a club, especially the ace 

puppy love noun a ydffthflii thiSitiaati'ciifrfl 
puppy lover noun a person who is completely infatuated #t-h- 
someone us, 1970 

puppy paws; puppy feet noun in craps, a ten rolled with a pair of 

puppy show noun an act that makes you look foolish Bahamas. 1995 
pup tents noun in circus and carnival usage, overshoes US mi 
Purdey noun a Hillman Avenger (a popular car manufactured in the 
UK from 1969-82) Citizens band radio slang; from the tongue-in- 
cheek spy adventure television series The New Avengers (1976-77) 
featured actress Joanna Lumley as Purdey, a character 
named by the actress after a world-renowned shotgun, uk mi 
pure noun pure, unadulterated heroin us, issv 
pure adverb ab; y; used as a general intensifier 

pure! surely! us, 1993 

pure-food law noun n the rail 1 i ere ent to relieve a crew 
that has reached the maximum work hours allowed by law us 1977 
pure laine noun n Quebe French per n ho claims direct 
ancestry among the original I rench settlers I he phrase means 
'jjgpwoor, but even anglqphoftes say 'pjuff laine' Canada, 20m 
pure love noun LSD us, is» 

pure merino noun 1 lersor h ml ice their ancestry back to 
free settlers (as opposed to convict transportees) Australia, 1826 
purge noun an alcoholic drink new Zealand, 1994 
purl; pearl verb (used of the nose of a surfboard) to plunge under 
the surface of the ocean us res3 

purler; pearler noun a thing of outstanding excellence or beauty 
AUSTRALIA, 1941 

purple noun the r i iti lal dri ket imine s 


purple adjective e i ill uggi i it not explicit Not quite blue 

US. 1986 

purple death noun 

purple gnome noun a sf'ifefy-pfili'ijfiUK 1995 

purple haze noun 1 L e song - 

I ip I- H ize if in it ii 111 i hi 11 Herd- i.rpe Haze I9f 1 - 
or the song inspired the braiding is uncertain us w. 2a potent 
variety of marijaaida, Named after thei.96?song by Jimi Henlfjst 

purple-headed love missile noun the erect penis. Jocular UK 2003 
purple-headed warrior; purple warrior noun the erect penis. This 
could almost be the superhero identity into which an ordinary 
comicbook- penis transforms us, 1998 
purple-headed womb ferret noun the penis uk. 200.is 
purple heart noun 1 a capsule of phenobarbital (trade name 
Luminal™), a centra nervous system depressant us w66. 2 a tablet 
of amphetamine Drinamyl™ used as a recreational drug. From the 
lilac colour pf thepl; playing on the US military decoration 
awarded to any member of the armed forces wounded bylftp 
enemy. Also shortened to 'beatt' or 'purple' us kk? 
purple-helmeted warrior noun ► send in the purple-helmeted 
warrior to have sex us 2001 

purple hempstar noun in British Columbia, a local variety of 
marijuana Canada, 2002 

purple Jesus noun an alcoholic drink based on grape juice Canada, 

Purple Nike Swirl E noun a tablet MDMA, the recreational drug 
best known as ecstasy, with a Kike logo uk 2001 

purple nurple; purple herbie noun a violent gripping and twisting 

assault on someone’s (usua ly a male’s) nipples uk. 2003 
purple ohm; purple om noun a type northern Ireland, 

purple Owsley noun a powerful type of LSD. From its colour and 
the name of legendary LSD manufacture! Augustus Owsley Stanley 
JtL Other variations include 'purple dot’; 'purple dragorf; 'purple- 
^pictQdot’; 'purple pwsky'; purple ozolin and 'purple wedge' us 

purple ozolin; purple ozoline; purple ozzy noun a powerful var¬ 
iety of LSD US, 1986 

purple passion noun red wine us m6 

purple patch noun a string of good luck Australia. 19 89 

purple piccolo noun the erect penis uk 2003 

purple pickle noun the bar awarded to US Air Force flight officers 

US. 1946 


purple Thai noun 1 me if n 1 uana Canada, 2002 

purple warrior noun >see: purple-headed warrior 

purr noun the belly. English gypsy use uk 2000 

purse play noun 

pus-ball noun >see: PUSS-BALL 

push noun 1 a grouj of friend 1 1 iciatf 1 lique. Originally 
'push' referred to 'an organised gang of street hoodlums' Australia, 
1884. 2 in betting, ,1 do-no ing of the bet in effect us, 1986. 3 in 
British Columbia egging, the boss, the foreman Canada, 1953. 4 in 
blackjack, a tie between the dealer , nd .1 player us ms. sa radio 
frequency. As in 'the battalion push'. Vietnam war usage us, ms. 

► the push -mantle 

involvement uk, ass- 

push verb 1 - 2 to make a 

special effort to promote a professional wrest er's image and status 
us 260). ► push poo-poo lo take the active role in anal sex Fiji, 

vus ► push some leg tgliaiye sex us, r ► push the boat 

out to be more generous or extravagant than usual, to act 
generously; especial v with money. Origina y naval slang, used of 
someone buying i round fdrinl m ► push the bush 
(used of am ► push the 
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push-bike | pussysucker; pussysugger 


envelope ti hal n irrer pa imeter I in aviation where 
envelope is the limit of a plane's range and powers, via 1990s' 
marketing speak os, / r ► push up the daisies; pushing up 
the daisies I se is 

Occasionally extended to the dying. An image first sketched as 
dated 'turn up your toes to the daisies' in 1842 - fromT/yfeh we 
derive turn up your toes, (to die). Other variations that have 
■flipped from use: 'under the daisies', 'kiltggfy daisies' and, less 
certainly, 'grin at the daisy-roots', which may also relate to 'roots' 

► push your luck to take a risk uk 1911 
push-bike noun a bicycle. The 'push' providing a motive distinction 
from ^J^flMfke uk, m3 

pushed adjective money uk, 1942 

pusher noun 1 a drug dealer us, 1935. 2 In the circus or carnival, a 
foremart US, tsm 

push-in noun in a door and 

pushing your way into a house or apartment us, m2 
pushing advert of years of age, approaching, nearly uk bm 

push in the bush noun vaginal sex u£,#fe. 

push in the truck noun an instance 1 exual intercourse. Rhyming 
slang for fuck in the transport industry uk 1992 
pushke noun a from Yiddish, 

and derives from a charitable collection box in Jewish homes 
passed around to collect tor philanthropic 

purposes CANADA, 2002 

push-me-toe noun rny thor rndal v tobago, 2003 

push-oline noun gasoline, petrol us, r#r 
push out in the language il rng g ling, u I 1 an all-purpose 
greeting or farewell us, 1992 

pushover noun 1 meone 1 1 ulli 1 1 manipulated; a 

person who is easily persuaded into sexua activity tvs 1944. 

2 something that is easy to do us, 1906 
pushunder noun a chamber pot mtBAoas, ism 
push water noun petrol or etesstljiSli us, razz 
pushy adjective i . leasantly so us 

me. 2 used of a woman, in the second stage of labour us 1994 
pusillanimous polecat noun 11 I 1 1 1 1 I erm of disapproval. 

A term used by George ‘Gramps’ Miller, played by George 
Cleveland, on the television drama: Lass&§$S, 1954 -^j, 
Repeated with referential ftftifieuf fas? 
puss noun 1 the vagina, sex UK ms 2 a girl or woman; an effeminate 
man uk. 1991. 3 a 'feminine' esbian uk razz. 4 the mouth; the face. 
Aterm hatched simultaneously in Ireland and the US us im. 5 a 
disgruntled facial expression From Irish pusMiand, 2004 
puss-ball; pus-ball noun a contemptible person uk 2003 
puss boots noun|fi:i|«^;sneakersj/i/M/io, 19% 
pusser; pusser's adjective fficial. F il Na Ian adapted from 
the old navy rank of Purser; used in many combinations uk 1937 
pusser’s noun mi it 1 lli in I 11 1 in pusser's' 

(official issue), nol to he confused with branded Pusser's Rum uk. 

pusser’s brown noun toilet paper. Royal Navy slang uk 1934 
pusser's cow noun tin®i$p^tjM slang Australia, stm 
pusser's dip noun a candle. Royal Navy slang; originally 'purser's 
dip' uk 1948 

pusser's dirk noun 1 1 1 I 1 1 il Navy Nang a variant 

of ‘pusser's dagger' uk i960 

pusser's dust noun instant coffee powder. Royal Navy slang UK mss 
pusser's fix-all noun WD40™, a multi-purpose lubricant. Royal Navy 
slang uk tm 

pusser's hard noun 1 11 1 il Na langi jk 1962 

pusser's leaf noun 1 icco. Royal Navy slang uk 


pusser's medal noun a food st 


w clothing. Royal Navy slang m 


pussified adjective us 


pussy noun 1 the igina oman a 1 ia ibject; sex uk im. 

2 the mouth (as an object of sexual penetration) us, ms. 3 a weak 
or effeminate boy or man; a coward us 1942. 4a fur skin or fur 
garment Criminals' slang uk use s anchovies. Based on the 
puerile comparison of die smel of fish and die vagina us, me. 

6the middle position in tl I 1 I ea 1 1 so. ► pet the 

pussy (of a fern ile 1 m nil m w ► sling pussy to work 
as a prostitute us,, im 

pussy adjective v nanly us. m6 

pussy; pussy in vert to move quietly; to enter unobtrusively. To a 
degree synonymous with conventional 'pussyfoot' Australia, 197 5 
pussy-ass noun a weak or effeminate man; a coward us. mis 
pussy beard noun female pubic hair 
pussy bumping noun x us 1949 

pussycat; pussy cat noun 1 the vagina us sum 2 a sexually attractive 
woman us, m,s. 3 .1 pleasant, surprisingly gentle or amenable 
mm, n78 

pussy cat has a nosebleed 1 orriai 1 1 n the bleed period 
of the menstrual cycle, A euphemistic elaboration ton pussycat (the ; -. 
vagina) us, mi 

pussyclot; pussyclaat noun 1 I 1 ■ ; pussy 

(vagina) and x of (West Indian pronunciation ol 'cloth') to mean 
'sanitary towel'; however 'clot' may be understood conventionally 
ias coagulated ble®8'yihich intensifies the ihstiltj/tMA/ct, m 
pussy cloth noun i impr mi 1 e\ Jamaica, ms 

pussy collar noun a desire for s 
pussycratic adjective obsessed with sex Jamaica, 1976 
pussy drunk noun a sex- offender; a rapist uk 19% 
pussy eater noun a practitioner of oral sex on women us, 2002 
pussy fart noun an eruption of trapped air from the vagina during 
sexual intercourse us, im 

pussyfence noun 1 1.1 1 len furs 1 « 

pussy finger noun the index finger^ tsfr 
pussyfoot vein 1 id ith 1 I uti 1 tat ml h iour appears 

evasive or cowardly I rom the cautious progress of cats us, 1903 
pussyfooter noun 1 ill 1 1 ice flficer us, 1977 
pussy game noun pfibsCjutton us, razs 
pussy hair noun female pubic hair us. ms 
pussy holder noun the passenger .seat s!)' # motorcyleas. teez 

pussy hole noun I .I ' 1 1 ' In used abusively. A 

synonym for cunt: seemingly euphemistic but possibly more 
derogatory than'the original pussy (the vagina), with extra detail uk 

pussyhole noun a despised person uk 2dm 
pussy hook noun 1 111 I ' ' 11 111 tf liiu fms A combi¬ 

nation-of pussy (afur) and hook (a thief) uk m 6 
pussy hound noun 11 m I I 1 li ii I omen u. 1934 

pussy lips noun the iabipuif r %9 
pussy man noun a pimp us, ra6z 

pussy Nellie; pussy Nelly noun Mainly naval 

usage, apparently from early in the C20 uk m4 
pussy out verb lo back out of a task because of fear us 1992 

pussy patrol; pussy posse; pussy squad noun a police vice squad 
focusiriij§ft prostitution us, 1973 

pussy posse noun 1 2 aup of female 

friends us, 2001 

pussy queer noun a lesbian us, im 
pussy-seller noun a prostitute Bahamas .,_ 

pussysucker; pussysugger noun the mouth us, ism 
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pussywhip verb (used of a woman) to dominate a r 

pussy-whipped adjective dominated by a woman u< 
pussy whisker noun a gutjje hair os, ras6 
pussy willow noun i 'i I H ning slang ui 
m Ji'"-' firewood, 


put verb to dilute a drug us, m2. ► put a (number) on to dilute at 
drug by the identified m ne I 1 to ► put it about to 

be sexually promiscuous uk. 1975. ► put it on to declare hostilities 
with another youth gang us, 1953. ► put it to someone to have 
sex with someone us 2001. ► put me in give me some drugs us 
1 css. ► put next to ither or to 

acquaint one pe 1 ith in th 1 ► put on to fool 

someone, to tease someone, 10 deceive someone us, ms. ► put 
one on 1 to plan a crime us me. 2 lo hit or punch someone us 
1974. ► put paid to pu 1 1 11“ I in s min ► put 

yourself about 1 fn gel iround and n Jriginally police 
usage, now widespread probably as a result ol television and film 
crime dramas us. 1970. 2 lo work as a prostitute A variation of the 
pfiwws sense us m> 

puta noun “in 1 a nmiscuous woman; a prostitute. From 
Spanish puta (a whore) u& jw 

put away verb 1 1 “ii 1 li ul methin pe ill- 111 large quan¬ 
tities us 1878. 2 to put someone in jail us m3. 3 to bribe a jockey 
•fe lose a race us 19 ts 

put-down noun a verba belittling 01 criticism us ne* 
put down verb i belittle neone; t real meone with 
humiliating contempt us, me. 2 lo euthanise an animal us ?s99. 

3 to implicate someone as guilty us, ms 
put it there used as a greeting, soliciting a handshake US, ms 
putonouna male homosexual Bordei Spanish used by English- 
speakers irf||f : .American southwest us J965 


put-on adjective affected, insincere us 11,71 
put out verb 1 to consent to sex us 1947. 2 to 
punishment Ireland fete 

put-put noun >see: PHAT-PHAT 

putrid adjective excellent, brilliant Australia, n 


put some water on it! 1 1 ind In 1 person usinga 

communal toilet flush to rid the room of the smell of faeces us 2001 
putt verb to fart “I > used 1 noun 1 lildish riation of poot, 
probably coined in the mid-1990s by Sylvia Branzei for Grossology 

putter noun in hot rodding, a car that has been customised loi show 
rather than performance and is used for 'putting around' US, re 93 

put the name in the hat verb to in$$p|K '996 

putting green noun n [ I, th ) t regulati n-size table us, 7990 

putt-putt noun a boat or vehicle with a puny motor us, 1959 

putty noun ► up to putty no good Australia, tm 
put up verb to serve time n prison us, me 
put-up job noun a pre-arranged deception us ms 
put up or shut up! used as a challenge to take action to defend 
what you say, or be quiet us razs 
put you up to verb to incite, induce or persuade you to do 
something us tm 

putz noun 1 the [ er 21 extensi n 1 inept, contemptible 

person us m4 

putz verb ► putz around to idle, to do nothing; to waste time us. 


p-whipped adjective dominated t 1 n An ibbreviated and 
euphemised pussy-whipped us, 7999 
pyjama cricket; pyjama game noun one-day cricket So-called 
from the colourful uniforms worn by players instead of the usual 
Cricket whites Australia, m2 
pyjama-python noun the penis Australia, mi 
pylons noun thf: [tegs us J 947 

PYO rm vegetables. 

Usually seen;In roadside advertJsinguic m2 

pyro noun 

python noun the penis Australia, m 

Pythonesque adjective of an event, or series of events, more than 
bizarre but less than surreal I rom the television comedy series 
Monty Python’s Flying: Gkctis, -BBC, 1969-74 utc 1979 





Qq 


Q noun i a homosexual. An ibbre iation i queer s im 2 of drugs, 
generally marijuana, a quarter of an ounce uk 1997. 3 the rec¬ 
reational drug methaqualon®; best known as Quaaludes™ us, 1977. 
4 in a deck of playing cards, a queen us. 1991. 5 barbecue us 2001. 

6 in American ca n 1 la 1 hi'- 1 1 a ii m i of quarter us, 


Q nickname the San Quentin state prison in San Rafael, California us. 


Q and A 

qat noun 1 methcathinone us 2003. 2 leaves of catha edulis, a stimu¬ 
lant also called K, kraal or kat, originating in the Horn of Africa and 
the Arabian peninsula, legally available in the UtQawd similar to 
amphetamine in effect when chewed. Also known as 'qaadka' uk 


Q boat noun an uni 111I i[ 1 car ith plain lothes officers. 
From the name given to disguised nava vessels in World War 1 uk. 


QE verb 1 Eviderice (to give evidence for the 

prosecution against your alleged accomplices) uk 1996 
Q-shipnoun am ng hot r rs, a high-perl min rat that appears 
to be a conventional car. faken from the eai v C 20 meaning of an 
armed and camouflaged ma^aflt ship used as a decoy us, rats 
Q-sign noun of a \ er 1 1 1 pital pa nt the pen mouth with the 
tongue hanging out. Medical wit; the 'Q' is an image of the mouth 
artmf&hgue as described. The o-sign is not quite as serious uk 2002 
QT noun ► on the QT qu et in trict nfidence uk 1884 
Q tip noun in poker, a queen and Ultra; us 799s 
quack noun 1 a di 1 l m Ii 11 I II 1 11 earlier (mid-CI 7 ) 

sense as 'a pretended doctor', abbreviated from 'quacksalver' (one 
who sells his salves by noisy patter o- 'quacking). The current 
sense, spread through military use, does not imply any lack of 
qualification or a degree ol salesmanship \ustraua, rare. 2 a 
hospital patient who feigns sym^ferts in order to receive 
attention, prescription medication or both us. n/:s 3 in poker, a 
player who complains loudly when osing us ram 4 the recreational 
drug methaqualone, best known as Quaa udes™ us nss. sa 
firefighter. New York police slang us 1 997. 6 a novice surfer us 7977 
quacker noun a Kawasaki motorcycle uk 7979 
quackery noun 1 ensi mi 1 1 1 1 ience department. 

Police use; always used with 'the'. Probably a pun on quack (a 
ifottdr) uk, i97i 

quackie noun 1 him m 1 so and tobaco, 1971 
quack-quack noun 1 a duck. An echoic term, used by, or to, infants 
UK 1865 . 2 a COIIII1 11 I TOBAGO. 1982 

quad noun 1 a quadriplegic us, ns>. 2 in trucking, a quadriplex trans¬ 
mission that provides twenty forward gears and four reverse us 
■ 7 3 

Quaaludes™ us 79s0. 4a carburettor with four barrels us oss. sa 
clumsy, inept fool An evolved square Canada, 1993 
quad-fifty noun a quadruple mount 50 calibre machine gun, a 
devastating truck-drawn trailer-mounted weapon. Originated in 
World War 2 t$ 7953 

quadruplets noun in poker, four cards of the same rank us 7979 
quads noun 1 th 2 1 n poker, a hand with 

all four cards of the same rank us, me 
quaff verb to dffftfedfo&hol UK. 7955 

quail noun 1 a woman us. 7559. 2 a girl under the legal age of consent. 
A shortened form of san quentin quail us, im, 3 a twenty-five cent 
betting token used in of craps us im 


Quaker oat noun coa ... slar f< ned fron luaker 

Oats™, a brand Of porridge uk 1932 
quality noun ► the quality anyone who is not a member of the 
travelling community Ireland, 1993 

quangonouna < -11 1 1 1 finan I n 1 1.iependent body 

with a powerful interest in a given field ol interest An acronym for 
Quasi A/on-Government(al) Organisation of QuasMutdnomous 
National Government Organisation uk 1973 
quankernoun in Nova Scotia, a duck-calling device Canada, ms 
quare adjective med|®rep?: ; ?963 

quare hawk noun meone I 1 un nventi nal in some way 

IRELAND, im 

quare one noun wife Ireland, m/ 

quar ice noun mi 1 1 1 1 zed throi 1 the ground through 
snpyrand foSzen on the surface Canada, 7955 
quarked out adjective under the influence of drugs us 7999 
quarm verb (used of a man) to behave in an exaggerated, effeminate 
manner Bahamas, m2 

quart noun 1 a twent it 1 2 in poker, four 

cards of the same suit in sequence us. 7979 
quarter nouni a quarter ol an ounce of drugs, especially cocaine us. 
ms. 2 a quarter of a kilo ol drugs uk /ms. 3 twenty-five dollars' 
worth of drugs. Also called a 'quarter bag' us, moo 4 a prison 
sentence of 25 years ( is, m 0. 5 a jail sentence of ihree months. 

Also referred to as 'quarter bit' and 'quarter stretch’ uk 1977. 6 in 
American casinos, a $25 chip us, coo. 7 twenty-five pounds of 
weights used in lifting us, 7989. 8 a cigarette us, ms 
quarter bird noun one quarter pound of cocaine US 7999 

quarter-deck verb duri ig U Marine Cor.training, to 

administer physical discipline or Incentive Physical Training us, 2004 
quarter house noun 1 place icre 11 1 i-le - ter pin dealers do 
business us im 

quarter rock noun i^scgine 

quart store noun 1 1 n that HI beer n the retail level us, 7997 
quartz noun me k ms 

Quasar noun a woman - trained Hi.tin,at television 

advertising slogan - 'works in a drawer', and then punning on 
'drawers' as an item of female underwear os, 7976 
quashie noun a asant. Possibly 

from Cl 8 Quashee, an African rife adopted by WlKMe as 
a general name for any black person uk 1997 

Quasimodo noun soda water F.. I ng formed from'The 

Hunchback of Notre Dame' uk m2 
quat noun in betting, odds of 4-1 uk mi 
quater noun twenty-five cents. A corruption of'quarter' us, 1 9® 
quater; quarter; quaterer adjective four Polari, ffgilijcfigftan QuQttro 


quaver verb 1 >t to make a 

purchase uk 1979. 2 to potter about; to tinker uk 1979 
quaverer noun From quaver ijk 


quawk noun 1 1 I I zen meat or fish Canada. 7947 

quay; quas noun best known as 

Quaaludes™ us, im 

quean noun 1 an effeminate male in exua rn ageing passive 
homosexual uk 193 5. 2 a lesbian A term used by male homosex¬ 
uals UK 1984 





quean up | quiche out 
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quean up verb 

mannerisms and affectations; to use cosmetics and to primp. 
jSfftSSi .jjay slang uk 19m 
queased out adjective nauseated, sick us, 1993 
Quebec wrench noun a beer I ill-' '-1-1 Fhe high consumption 
rate of beer in Quebec is the source of this oral slang item Canada, 

queber noun a social outcast us, m7 
queeb noun a bisexual ipt-isss 
queef noun the passing of air from the vagina us, 2002 
queef verb to c illy or not us, 2000 

queen noun 1 ar 1 11 I 11 11 ual male tralia, 1924. 2 a 
mother. As the ruler of the house uk, 2002. 3 a popular girl us 1959. 

4 a girlfriend, mistress or prostitute us t%8. s an enthusiast of the 
preceding thing or activity us, 1999 

Queen noun ► for the Queen u - Je ib< ra da idded a 
punishment to a sentence of imprisonment UK me. ► go 
Queen's; turn Queen's 1 at is, to give 

evidence ug; no co-dean iduuis. usual v !o you own acvaulage 
19%. ► the Queen the I this we stood for 

? the King' uk, rasa, 

Queen Anne is dead i caichohiase retor 1 I I news. Later vari¬ 
ations - 'Queen Elizabeth and my Lord Baldwin' - have not 
survived |fc t*zr " 

queen bee noun 1 he alpha male in a grout f homosexuals. 
Punning on quean The Guild Dictionary ol Homosexual Terms, 
1965, offers this^#ifjfen 'usually, but not always, an auntie with 
money, an entourage, and numbers (sex-partners). Frequently he is 
elderly and, mosl always, an agreeable person.' us, ms. 2 a hetero¬ 
sexual woman who seeks out the company of homosexual men 

Queen Charlotte tuxedo noun a heavy grey Stanfield's undershirt 

CANADA, 1989 

queenie noun a pjegtuteus, 1954 

Queenie nickname t 

Queen Mary noun 1 

it. Named after the ocean liner, not ,1 royal female us 1 m. 2 a large 
jank truck An ocean liner reference us, 1954 
Queen of Mean nickname Le III H I II I- 1920) American 
hotelier and prototype of greed during the Reagan era us, 1997 
Queen of the Jukebox raceme Dinah Washington (1924-1963), a 
bril iant vocalist in the jazz, pop and R&B genres us, 1975 
Queen of the South noun I - 1 11 Rhyming rng brmed fr m 

the name of a Scottish football club uk m2 
Queen's Cowboys nickname the Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
CANADA, 1989 

queen's gaff noun 1 ni -1 rllusio to Windsor castle, a royal 
gaff (residence) in Berkshire which also serves as rhyming slang 
far 'afsehole' uk im 

Queenslander noun 1 type of - 1 1- I rrd house taised on stilts 
AUSTRALIA, 1994 

Queen’s Necklace nickname in Mumbai, die view after dark of the 
sparkling lights on Marine Drive (now Netaji Subhash Road) India, 

Queens Park Ranger noun 1 u 1 Rhyn 11 ling foimedfrom 
the full name of QPR, the London football club, Queens Park 
Rangers uk mi 

queen's join noun an area in a prison reserved for blatantly homo¬ 
sexual prisonee us 1x7 

Queen Street bushie; Queen Street cowboy; Queen Street 
ringer noun in ' ue 1 ind, a ci in ith pretences to country 
living, such as dressing like a cowboy or driving a 4WD Australia, 

queen tank noun a jail holding cel 1 ll r flamboyantly 
effeminate homosexual men us, m 
queeny adjective 1 blatantly homosexual us 1979. 2 showy, 
mel<idramatic, affected us. 1997 


queer nouni a homosexual man 01 a esbian. Usually pejorative, but 
also a male homosexual term of se f-reference within the gay 
underground and subculture us, rut. 2 counterfeit money uk 1si2 
queer rerfc to spoil something; to ruin something; to interfere with 
something uk 1812. ► queer a pitch to spoil a situation or a 
tlifCiumstance; to undermine someoTte'srefferts ukj t?#. 
queer adjective 1 not from 

within us 1914. 2 catering to or patronised by homosexuals us. 1957. 

3 driven by deep and perverse sexual desires us rasz. 4 not good; 
out of fashion. L'ke 'gay', 'queer 1 has been hijacked from its 
homosexual context t s unterfeit ( t ► to be queer 
for to be fond of someone or something us, 1953 
queer and nasty, try another service nickname the Australian 
airline QANTAS. Most airlines seem to be the subject of jocular 
■ ipuns. 'Queers and Nancies Trading as Stewards' had'gSfne 
circulation (to the 1980s Australia, 2002 
queer as a clockwork orange adjective 1 QWqtifeljl homosexual. 
Plays on queer (unusual/homosexual) uk 1973. 2 unusual or 
suspicious. Predates the .novel Clockwork Orange (T962) by 
Anthony BargeSiM raso 

queer as a four-speed walking stick adjective unusual; 
ostentatiously homosexual Popularised by raconteur 'Blaster' Bates 
(b,1922) UK 1984 

queer as a left-handed corkscrew adjective ufiuStial) 

ostentatiously homosexual uk 1970s 

queer as a nine-bob note adjective 1 ostentatiously homosexual. 
Plays on queer (unusual/homosexual) uk raw. 2 unusual or 
suspicious. The most 'queef' (unequal) thing about a nine bob 
( shilling).note is that it has never existed; the phrase survived 
decirnafisationi in 1971, which 'bob' failed to da-X w» 
queer as a nine-bob watch adjective suspicious So cheap it must 
be suspect UK 1984 

queer as a three-dollar bill adjective ostentatiously homosexual us, 

queer as fuckad/ect/Ve defin 1 I.ral tentatiously gay. 

queer (homosexual) plus 'as fuck' (an intensified; punned in the 
popular television drama series about gay culture, Queer As Folk 

AUSTRALIA. 1997 

queerbait; queer-bait noun r mai .. rnds the attention 

of homosexual men, whethei he is homosexual or not us, rasz 

queer-bashing vert homosexual 

because of his sexuality uk razo 

queer beer noun weak, watery beer. More commonly reduplicated as 

queerie noun a homosexual NEwiEMtp&.sms 
queer jack noun counterfeit money us. 1949 
queer-rolling noun the practice of attacking and robbing homosex- 
tiaM-tk' 1977 

queer's lunch box noun thfefisila crotch us, 19m 

Queer Street noun ► in Queer Street; on Queer Street 

experiencing difficulties, especially financial difficu ties; in a vulner- 
abk'ppsftion uk, 1952 

queeve verb to experience a oss of energy us raw 
quegg noun a homosexual Po ill .I und of queer (homose¬ 

xual or odd) and egg (a person) uk 2001 
Quel Chagrin noun : initials QC Canada, 

query noun a test or examination us, im 

ques noun the question mark (?) character on a computer keyboard 

queue noun ► put on a queue (ol a woman) to have sex with a 
line of partners, one after the otter quhw\UA, 1&6, 
quezzie noun a question uk m2 

quiche-eater noun a sensitive male; an effeminate male us, raw 
quiche out vert to concede defeat In a cowardly manner; to behave 
in a weak or effeminate manner. Probably from the notion that 
'real men don't eat'quiche 1 uk.2006 
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quick and dirty | quozzie; quoz 


quick and dirty adjective con r tm m I mil i I Ip quiet-side adjective secret uv. cm, 


Quickdraw McGraw noun t who is 

closest to the president Quickdraw McGraw was a Hanna Barbera 
cartoon that first aired in 1959; ironically, the character Quickdraw 
McGraw was not a quick draw, bdtJMs name has survived, 
IttijJtytng that which the character was not us, mi 
quick-go noun in ) | n player who does r I i «ery long on a 
team us. im. 

quickie noun i r I out quickly us 1.950. 

2an alcoholic drink taken hastily Australia, mm 3something that is 
accomplished quickly us, ism. 4 an unexpected, quickly executed 
manoeuvre or piece of trickery uppb 
quickie adjective carried pot quickly os, ism 
quick-lunch noun 1 1 1 i small restai rant 1 iada 1959 
quickness noun ► with a quickness as soon as possible us. 1997 
quick one noun an unexpected act of betrayal us 1950 
quick one off the wrist noun i>seer ONE OFF the wrist 
quick pussy noun ,1. secure NATO communications system Canada, 

quick-smart adverb quickly Australia m2 
quick-starts noun running shoes 14 asst 
quick thinking. Batman! used lor a humorous, if sarcastic, 
response to another's observation or conclusion. From the 
Batman •comic and television series (1966-1968). The television 
series launched several catchphrases into the vocabulary to a fee 
greater extent than thftOQmic books fjatj'l/s, 19® 
quick-turn burn noun n F-18 fighter 

jet in less than five minutes us mi 
quid noun 1 a pound rling | 11 1 terling Deriving perhaps from 

Latin quid (what?), later suggesting ‘the wherewithal'. Note too UK 
dialect quid (a wad of tobacco). The quid has survived 
decimalisation (1971) and several centuries of inflation; originally 
coined as 'a guinea' (1 pound, 1 shilling), nj:^,:19 it became 'a 
sovereign' uk in,,. 2 some money Stil in use despite the fact that 
pounds went out in 1966 when Austc$1i»£hanged over to decimal 
currency (dollars and cents ) Australia ?» . 3 five dollars. If a pound 
is five dollars, ► not the full quid 

without a (u complement of intel igence Australia, 1944 
quid deal noun a drug sale involving one iound worth of drugs, 
usually marijuana uk ism 

quids noun a large if 1 rnt 1 n n ► not for 

quids not for ► wouldn't be dead for 

quids I am general iapj It life and ircumstances 

AUSTRALIA, 1986 

quids in adjective pr | - no i ii i ivantage. Figurative use of 
actual profit measu ed by the quid ( £1)u/c 19/9 
quietie noun a quiet dunk Australia, 1995 


quiff noun 1 the vagina; a woman as sex object; a prostitute. Archaic 
in the US, but understood in context uk, 1921 . 2 by extension, a 
Utjtie; homosexual OS, am 


quill noun 1 anything used to snort powdered drugs; the drugs 
themselves us. 1935. 2 cocaine uk. 1998. 3 heroin uk. 1996 
quill pignoun 1 | 1 1 t .. n Uppei ninsula usage us. 2003 

quilty adjective luxuifttlS US, 1976 

quim noun tive noun for 

women, espet ally sexually available women uk 1735 
quimby noun .races us. 1997 

quimmo noun Extending quim (the 

vagina) as a -syfiphiJT) for cunt uk, 1399 
quince noun an effeminate male; a homosexual Australia, mi. 

► get on your quince 

quinella noun wo to finish in 

either order us. mi 

quinine noun in the game of craps, the number nine us, run 
quint noun in poker, five cards of the same suit in sequence us 1979 
quint major now e of five cards, same suit, 

ending with the face cards us, rass 

quitter noun m2 


•a■Selection of surfboards used for'different surf eo 


quivver-giver noun an attractive person us, run 
quiz noun a roadside sobriety test us. 1976 

quiz room noun nese interrogated 

Ulpfisoners of war us, 1990 
quizzy adjective nosey newizealand, im 
quoit noun the anus; the backside Australia, 1919 


quokka soccer noun nF ttnest I tnd, runnin iround kicking 
quokkas as a type of entertainment Fhe 'quokka' is a small rare 
native marsupial, Setonix brachyurus, of southwestern West 
Australi.a'/usnMuA im 


quong noun the testicle. Usually in the plural uk 2002 
quorum noun in poker, the agreed-upon minimum number of 
players to continue a game us. 1979 


quote verb in crirrfnal circles, lo vouch im someone UK mu 


quo vadisnoun uni 1 hi table inj pula nusi Probably refers 
to the 1951 film Quo Vadis arc the rock group Slatus Quo, formed 
in 1967 and, in .2003, still working, with the imjfift^rion that both 
entertainments are dated ugm 3 


quozzie; quoz noun r disabled 0 F brm ip on Derived from 
Quasimodo, 'The Hunchback of Notre Dane' uk 2000 








Rr 


RA noun ► the RA the Idsft Republican Army irbmid, 2003 
raas noun 1 an arse; hen ir bein 2 a contemptible 

.'•person, Probable origin in the phrase 'your arse', although some- 
suggest Dutch raas (rage). The early, especially West Indian, sense 
was considered extremely offensive, however modern UK bJacfe’ 
usage is roughly equivalent to arse or arsehole. There is a, poss¬ 
ibly disingenuous;, belief amongst some Jamaicans that Raas was a 
king of Africa Jamaica aw. 3 nonsense From West Indian. Black 
► the raas 

with 'thftp', 'the fuck', etjf BK w* 
raasclat noun u - I 1 1 tren I 1 mbines raas (arse) 

and 'clat' (West Indian pronunciation of 'ciofh^ to mean 'a 
.fSriitaify towel' Jamaica, im 

raashole no™ 1 " item itible >er 1 1 -I ) general term of 
’ i^buse. A cross-cultural variation on arsehole, using West indian 1 
’Jtrtrf UKS>$tjk raas (an arsejfstjaiw 
rabbi noun a mpHtqfspTts 19$,. _ 
rabbit nouni of children. 

Collected at a UK prison, August 2002 iamaica 2002. 2 a man who 
ejaculates with little stimulation us, m -. 3 a white person us mi. 

4 a nervous, timid, cautious person us, 1951. 5 a new member of a 
Rastafarian gang new Zealand, mss. 6 a prisoner who is known for 
attempting to escape prison os 19 7 a person who regularly 

borrows money from an illegal money lender and pays back 
prc iiijJI 8 1 I nil 1 ,ide track on a downhil 

incline used to dived runaway trains and prevent crashes us. mb. 

9 a poor pokei pla -1 ► go like a rabbit to demonstrate 

eagerness during sex uk n/j. ► the rabbit died used for indicat¬ 
ing a state of pregnancy. From the (former) methodology used to 
test pregnan y ti 1 1 I 1 I 1 I I ►the 

rabbit's hopping the menstrual 

cycle. A reversal of the phrase the rabbit died (pregnant) us, 2001 
rabbit verb to jptiykway uk tmr 

rabbit and pork; rabbit noun le act of ilkin i conversation. 
'Rhyming slang fob‘‘Bilk' uk im 

rabbit and pork; rabbit verb to talk. Rhyming slang. 'To rabbit on' 
is 'to talk at length' uk. mi 

rabbit blood noun 1 ning unsl ppable urge to try to escape 

from prison us is<so 

rabbit ears noun 1 a v-shaped aerial placed on top of a television set 
us, 1967. 2 in a casino Keno game, ini' iwo c ear plastic tubes 
through which the numbei balls are blown us mi. 3 an athlete or 
official who is quick to take offence at teasing us 1x7 
rabbiter's breakfast noun a visit to the toilet and a cigarette new 
g&ijWP, #S' 
rabbit fever noun 

rabbit food; rabbit's food noun any salad vegetable, especially 
eln.u: Ageoexi v dismiss ve lern 1 tom dm cn"nvoio'is onby uk 


rabbit hunt verb n poker.In rugh undealt cards after a 

hjwtffc completed to see what might have been us, 1x7 
rabbit hutch noun the crutch or crotch Rhyming slang uk 19S0 
rabbit-killer noun a short and vicious punch 10 Ihe neck, generally 
%|h the open hand Australia mi 

rabbit-oh; rabbit-o noun 1 d 1 I 1 I -1 laughtered rabbits, 
•mjpfothe cry ‘rabbit oh!', used by the vendor to attract aftehti&p 

AUSTRALIA, 1902 

rabbit season noun ned to try to 


rabbit's paw; rabbit verb to talk. Rhyming slang for jaw. The 
shortened form is identical in sense to the shortened form of 

RABBIT AND PORK UK 1X1 

rabbit tracks noun ir of threes us, ms 

rabbit turds noun li i i s igf Limi In g but graphic us 1996 

racenounia ingle . I il lur 1 1 lotteryus 1*3. 2 a 

single game of Keno us 1973. ► not in the race not having any 
chance of success Australia, um ► the race the game of roller 
derby us i960sand70s 

race verb ► race for pink slips (pinks) In drag racing, to compete 

for the prize of iershi[ 1 .. 1 s 2003 ►race 

off to conduct a person away to some other p ace for the purpose 
of seduction Australia, im 

race bird noun an enthusiastic fan of horse racing us, 1971 
race face noun in n tor racing h "I 1 0 I concentration and 
focus seeh-on drryefs. jis$t before a race begins us. 1993 
racehorse noun 1 .pi H Jii- 1 n. 1 up 

2 a thinly rolled cigarette Australia, 1944 

racehorse Charlie; racehorse Charley noun heroin; cocaine. 

Perhaps from ihe long-ago brand name White Horse us, ms 
race record noun :k 'n' roll before 

whites discovered rock 'n' roll us im 
racerhead noun in 11 intain 11 meon h > competes in 

races. A mild put-down to describe riders so into competition that 
they have lost their perspective on the cosmic absurdity of 
iJ^ountartjBiking us, 1992 

racers noun close-fitting nylon swimwear used for competitive 
swimming. So-called because they are used in competitive 
iwirntomg Australia, 2003 

races noun ► at the races unsuccessful, uncompetitive ireiand, 2003 
racetrackernoun in h 1 e 1 ing 1 '-1 n 1 1 lakes their living 
in some capacity at racetracks us, mi 
racing stripe noun a faecal stain in the underpants US. 1991 
racing tackle noun amphetamine < the entral nervous system 
stimulants UK tw 

rack noun 1 a woman’s breasts us, m2. 2 a set of antlers us, ms. 

3 bed us, i9S5. 4 a room or apartment us, 1993. 5 a maximum 

security prison cell us m2. 6 a hotel's front desk us. 1954. 7 a foil- 
wrapped package of amphetamines us, 1997. 8 a packet of five bar¬ 
biturate capsules or other drugs, give 01 take several us, 1972. 9 a 
one-month sup; birth nlrol pil 10 a six pack (of 

beer) us, 1991.11 ►hit the rack 

to go to bed; to go to sleep us. 1973. ► on the rack available for 
pnostitutioft us, 1977 

rack verb 1 to go to sleep us mi. 2 to steal us, 1997. 3 to shoplift us 
2001. 4 to perform well us 1955. 5 to load (a gun) us, 1997. 6 in the 
television and film industries, to adjust the camera lens in the 
middle of a shot 1 I — I - ubje in focus « ► rack the 
bars to open or close a prison cell door us 1992 
rack attack noun a nap; sleep us im 
racked adjective asleep ufMs- 
racked up adjective upset US IS# 

racket noun 1 ] riminal enterprise 1 1 lie or a means of 

deception. Any illicit ortfuliious enterprise may be termed a 
'racket'll; prefixing the area of criminal operation, hence 
'narcotics racked, 'loan-shark racket', etc uk ism. 2 a job, trade or 
profession. A joculai reference 'What racket are you in?' or 'What's 
your racket?’ uk mi. 3 a private, po ice-on v party us rasz. 4 any 
rigged carnival game or attrijctipn us rsso 
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racket boy | raggagansta; raggagangsta 


racket boy noun a member of an organised criminal enterprise us. 

racket jacket noun the jacket aftsjSpot suit us, is® 
racketty coo noun a Jewish person Rhyming slang for 'Jew' 
•SfST^UA, Vfs$- 

rackety adjective noisy us. am 

rackey noun a boy who affects a style of dressing reminiscent of a 
gangster Teen slang us. 7955 

rack face noun lines on your face left from a blanket, sheet or pillow 

JSjX 7996 

rack monster noun 1 ier n 1 pend 1 great deal of time in 
bed (A im 

rack off verb to go away. Commonly but not exclusively used in the 
imperative. A euphemistic alternative to piss off and fuck off. 
*45ng!tf unknown. The Oxford English Dictionary (supplement) 
suggests a connection withf'taoff'weaning 'of a horse, to move by 
alternately raising two legs on one side', but this ssWMJfoaeefe 
creditable due to the rarity offhat term in Australia Australia, 1975 
rack off hairy legs! -n in 111 rn I 1 he usual rack 

OFF 

rack out verb to go to sleep us, 1997 

rack up verb 1 tc I umulate thin 1 re p ints us, 7967. 2 in a 
casino or gambling estab ishment, to have your chips placed in a 
chip rack to be cashed in us. csss. 3 to prepare lines of cocaine uk 
7997. 4 in prison, to return prisoners to their cells os, 1 990 
racy hopper noun e attraction to 

the sport Is a function of her attraction to the race participants us. 


rad noun 1 a political radical u> 


a radiator us 




radio rental; radio rentals; rentals adjective wonderful, amazing; 
Insane, crazy. Rhyming slang for mental; based on Radio Rentals, a 
'High street shop uk 1973 

radio that!; radio that shit! used in prison as a demand for quiet 
'rado noun a Cadillac fijbBsfedo car us, bso 


rads noun the police uk 2000 

Rafferty's rules; Rafferty rules noun an entire lack of rules 
altogether From the Irish surname Rafferty, wills the implication 
that the Irish were unnily. Connection with this tNjbrthumberlafttf 
dialect word raffety 'irregular; applied by sinkers to stratified 
deposits’, and the Lincolnshire term raffatory 'refractory' {see 
English Dialect Dictionary), amount to nothing more than hcpefltli 
guesswork Australia, ms 

raffle ticket; raffle noun a mistake Rhyming slang for ricketu/c 

raft 1 


rad adjective 


r; especially, Interstate 90 between Cleveland and the N 
"ore state line us. m 
radar Charlie noun a poker player with a strong intuitive sense of 
other players' hands us, 19S8 

RadCan noun Rad.. hi frani pi.. <>f the Canadian 

Broadcasting Corporation. The 'Rad' in RadCan suggests 'radical', a 
view held by Canadian federalists of Radio'.Caftadfe (pronounced, 
even by anglophone speakers, in the French way, as 'Raaahdio 
Canada') Canada, 2002 

raddie nouni an Italian rAngli I lian living in London. From the 
raddled-seeming complexion of some Italians compared to that of 
a pale Londoner, possibly influenced by reddy (an Italian). 

Originally used of Italian families in Clerkenwell uk, 793s. 2 a politi¬ 
cal radical uk. 1964 

radge noun jk , 1995 

radge adjective 1 n ^1 it ill | 1 | 1 il 1 ik 2003. 2 mad; 

psychotic ok 2003. 3 silly Northen dialect radgy (mad) uk t%t 
radge pot noun a I off babl lirei rom Northern dialect radge 
(mad). Natural derivations are 'radgy' and 'radgified' uk 1979 
radiate verb ► radiate a mortgage in Quebec, to cancel a 
mortgage Canada, mi 

radiator whiskey noun 1 ng I >m mad hi kyus, 1999 
radic noun a police officer irtened from 

'eradicator' uk i 994 

radical adjective extr n utra 1 I riginally surfer slang, 
then: migrated' into the argot of theSah'Femando Valley and-ifS® 
fintb mainstream US youth slang us 1 %r 
radio noun a prisoner who talks loudly and without paying attention 
to who might be fettSttri! PS ww 

Radio Ones noun the runs, formed on 

(the verbal aut-pburmgsdfthe DJs on) BBC Radio Onew, m2 


ilatgeatnopm as, W30 
rag noun 1 a sanitary rowel us 7966. 2 the bleed period of the 
menstrual cycle us. 797;. 3 a despicable person us, 1997. 4 a 
newspaper, especially a disreputable one uk is, 1. 5 a used car that 
is in very poor condition os . 0 6 a well-worn tyre us, 7967. 7 a 
banknote; paper money UK is 17. 8 in pool, a cushion us. 7985 . 9 in 
horse racing, an, outsider (iHtprse considered unlikely to win a 
race) uk mi. 10 n pokes a useless card in the dealt hand or a 
drawn card that does not improve the hand us. 7978. 11 in a 
carnival midway game, ,1 small prize in a plastic bag us tsss. 12a 
railway pointsman us, mi,. ► get your rag out to lose your 
temper. A combination of lose your rag and the earlier 'get your 
shirt out' uk 7956. ► lose your rag to lose your temper uk 7959. 

► on the rag; have the rag on 1 experiencing the bleed period 
of the menstrual cycle us, 1974. 2 figuratively, to be distracted and 

'f^iSpiS 1963 

rag verb to mock, bully, tease or ridicu e someone uk isos 
rag adjective unpleasant, bad ndvzemand, 199s 

ragamuffin noun le. A play on 

rag (a sanitary towel) Australia, 2007 
rag and bone noun 1 2 

lavatory pedestal and receptacle, espet colly the lavatory seat. 
Rhyming slang for throne uk 1992 

rag and boner noun 1 tel 11 Extended 1 1 1 1 c I fog 

AND BONE (ielfphOJip) UK 1984 

raga-raga adjective f cloth rn 11 LA ir ration on con¬ 
ventional 'ragged' Jamaica, 1943 

ragbag noun 1 an odd assortment uk 1999. 2 an untidily or shabbily 
dressed person uk im. 3 in circus and carnival usage, a show that 
hasfalien on hard times of is fundamentally dishonest us. iwi 
rage noun a large wavevus 1991 

rage verb 1 to enjoy a part il great enthusiasm us, 7997. 2 to 
dominate someone or soffSKing us; iM 
-rage suffix when mbine ith 1 ibject n un rn outburst of 
enraged hostility within 01 occasioned by that subject area uk ms 
rager noun 1 a der us. 7997. 2 a 

large party us. 1990 

ragga; ragamuffin; raggamuffin noun a ruffian, usually of West 
Indian racial origin. Origin il 1 1 li 1 1 1 1 UK black term 

with .an approving tone; probably derived from the conventional 
sense of a 'raggedy' (a disreputable person); ultimately from 
Ragarpbffyn, a demon in the Middle English poem 'Piers 
Plowman' by William Langland (perhaps 1330-86). the derivation 
is Tjkily to be influenced by Jamaican 'raga-raga' (ragged) and 
'ragamofi' (ragged clothes) uk 79% 

raggagansta; raggagangsta noun a West Indian/UK black gangster. 
Compounds raggamuffin (a ruffian) with gangsta (a gangster) uk 
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raggastani noun a member of a British Indian (Hindi) urban youth 
gang or subculture uk 2006 

ragged adjective 1 wilhoul money us. 1990. 2 tired; unwell Australia, 

ragged edge noun in hot rodding irag racing md motor racing, 
the absolute limit of the car’s ability os, ms 
raggedy adjective ragged; rough; dishevelled US, raw 
raggedy jack noun in Newfoundland, a homemade pile rug Canada 

raggedy jacket noun 1 I - r u hi id, a harp seal moulting from 
the white coat t&flstiMaiamer stage Canada, me 
raggW adjective tire e n fashi 1 f ml- isive clothing us, 1987 

raggy-arse adjective of pgdt qualify uk, 2002 

rag head noun 1 1 

cloth-covering on: the head; by extension a native of Musllim. 
countries. Offensive us, 192;. 2 in circus and carnival usage, a gypsy 

raging adjective very good; very exciting® ms 
Raging Bull nickname I il LaM 1921 in eight boxer 
who fiercely made his presence felt in the ring in the 1940s and 


‘nival pohcession in a canvas booth uf 


rag order noun chaotic-dteife a mess Military® 19® 
rag store noun a big con swindle in which the lure is the promise of 
wealth from stocks traded based on a egedly inside information 

US ?w. 

rag stuffer noun a parachute rigger us. mi 

ragtime noun the bleed period of a woman's menstrual cycle A play 
on on the rag (menstruating), after the musical style us, 2001 
ragtop noun a convertible car us.tm 

rag town noun a 1 n I 11 in pro ierou time bound to fall into 
poverty with the end of prosperous limes us, 1954 
ragweed noun 1 t 1 g il mariji nna - il d rnical genus 
Ambrosia the which grows wild across .North America us. ms. 

2 poor quality heroin uk, nos 

rag week noun 11 w eel of the ... hen 1 woman has a 

menstrual bleed. Combines rag (a sanitary towel), as in ’on the 
rag', with conventional 'week' to form a play on uhfigjisity tag 
week uk 2001 

rahi; rah rah! used 1 1 heet 1 touted expre ion of support or 
enroui.jgemeu: A shortening of 'hwreh r: telega mod ■ re A; 
‘rah! rah! rah!’ it is the climax of a Maori war cry that has been 
adopted by New Zealand rugby teams US, m 
rah-rah adjective iracterised ! cessi pirit and enthusiasm, 
.usually associated with college or high school %.ku 
rahtid; raatid; rhaatid adjective used as an nlensifier that implies 
anger or strong disapproval. Urban black usage uk. 1 994 
rail nouni a line of cocaine or other powdered drug, laid out for 
snorting us, ns,4. 2 any railway employee us; /■<*,. ► on the rail in 
American casnos reserving the gambling but not playing u$'«gs 
rail verb to arrest or detain someone us. ms 
railbird noun 1 in 11< e racing 1 enthusiast who watches morning 
workouts, carefully clocking performances us, mi. 2 in American 
casinos, a thief who steads chifsij®t.sifiattentive gamblers u& 79$. 

3 in pool, a spectator us, ms 

raildog noun a backstage technician who works with sel rigging on a 
catwalk us, $jm 


rail on; rail veib 1 11 iz 11 rimand neone 

railrat noun il Dead, a 

member of the audience who prefers to see the show from as 
close as possible to the tend, right on the rail us 1994 
railroad verb b m - urja 11 n ide ide obsessively and 
involuntarily after sustained amphetamine use us, 1 m 
railroad bible noun a deck of playing cards us, m 
railroad dick noun a private guard employed by a railway company 

railroad flat noun m partmenl n ng 1 onnected long, 
narrow rooms us, isse 

railroad tracks noun the bars on a captain's uniform signifying his 

railroad weed noun 1 u 11 11 leciall f inferior quality. From 
the weeds that flourish alongside railway lines, not necessarily 
weed (marijuana) <4 1974 

rails noun that kmakers are 

situated; hence,:jtt^mg'bookmakirrgALtoiAiW, raw 
rail sandwich noun 1 mil nil er ur legs®:*® 

rails bookmaker; rails bookie noun one of the more prestigious 
-bookmakers austihaua,. ism 

railway station noun an 'allocation' prison from which prisoners are 
forwarded uk 1999 

raimeisnoun eland, 2001 


rain and pour; rain rertrto snore. Rhyming slang® 1992 
rainbownouni 1 psu famobarbital iii 11 11 id secobarbital 

sckSum (trade name Tuindl™), a combination of central nervous 
system depressants us, 1 2 in casinos, a bet comprised of differ¬ 

ent colour and different value betting chips us, mi. 3 in oil drilling, 
a very small showing of oil in a hole us 1 >54. 4 a soldier who joins 
a fighting unit after coni ict has ceased Used in both World Wars; 
a rainbow cot im ifter 1 storrr l ► go up the 
rainbow to experience' sexual ecstasy uk 1972 
rainbow hand noun a poker hand with cards of all four suits us, mo 
rainbow jumper noun in basketball, a high, arcing jump shot us. 1974 
rainbow party noun oral e 1 ne male t everal females, all 
wearing different colours of lipstick us, 200s 
rainbow roll noun a multi I ire 1 rtment of barbiturate 
capsules Vs; jsgst. 

rainbows noun 1 LSD. Presumably from the pictures printed on the 
blotting paper dose ur 19 . .2 the recreational drug methaqualone, 
best known as Quaaludes™ uk m3 
rain check noun 1 a request or promise to take up an invitation at a 
convenient time; a postponement of any arrangement. From 
ticket given to a spectator at an outdoor event providing for a 
refundMmission at a later date, should the event be interrupted 
by rain us, 1930. 2 the reduction of a criminal penalty; parole, 
prbfs^bmus, ism 

raincoat noun a condom. I igurative use of waterproof wear us, 1970 

Raincoat Charlie noun mber who 

Tnastiffbatpstheneath the safety of his raincoat us mi 

raincoater noun tere.I >ei w led pornography fan us. 2000 

raincoat job noun a sexual fetis! in I in urir ttion on your 
partner us, m3 

:o be 
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rained out adjective postponed. A term from sports, especially 
baseball, but applied more broadly to refer to, for example, a class 
on a given day that has been postpofiMos' ms 
raining and pouring; raining noun snoring. Rhyming slang ijk m2 
rainmaker noun a member < in enterpr - 1 e job includes 

procuring -dtaffls or business by the use of charm us, ms 
rain room noun a Shower rafiki'iH Sss, 

Rainy City nickname Manchester, UK UK mi 
rainy day woman noun marijuana this mens, 10 have been 
inspired by the following lyric 'Everybody 11 ust gel stoned' by Bob 
Dylan, 'Rainy Day smen #12 & 35', 1966 us. m2 
raise noun 1 stake money; a monetary profit uk urn. 2 parents us, 

1972. 3 the affh 14 ms 

raise reef; 1 (toed fa male) 1 ichieve an erect n Bahamas, 1971. 2 to 
identify yourself 10 a fellow traveller us. 1957. 3 to bail someone out 
of jail us 1973. ► raise Cain to make a disturbance; to complain 
or quarrel noisily and angri^.^; 1930. ► raise hell to make a dis¬ 
turbance; to mam 1' in 11- rouble < ► raise sand 
to argue loudly, creating a problem us. ms 
raiser noun 1 a l> tout wi in nfederate f approaching 
police us; 1992. 2a criminal who specialises in 'urging increases in 
the amount payable to an otherwise legitimate cheque or security 

raise up verb 1 2 i meone 

us. 199<2. 3 to be released from prison us. mo 
raisinhead noun a black person. Offensive us, ms 
raisin jack noun a potent tr I ile tl 1 li - er ige brewed by 
letting raisins ferment, usually in prison us mo 
raisin picker noun no, California. 

Fresno is regarded as the raisin capital ol the US us ms 
raisin snap noun alcobo made from fermented raisins us, ms 
raize verb to annoy or harass someone.® mi 


Ralphed up adjective i i- - I i m ii i I i le From Ralph 
Lauren (b.1939), designer of the Polo™ range of casual clothing uk 

ram noun amyl or butyl nitrite Rei ecting popular male gay use, 
possibly deriving from'Spdd name us. 199s 
ram verb (from a ma e perspective) to have sex, perhaps violently. 
Mainly derived from 'ram' (a male sheep), butthithnjstirigactiQn, 
echoes ’ram' (to batter with a long: pole) unm 
-rama;-erama;-orama suffix 11 I t 1 1 in 1 ,upei lative qual¬ 

ify or quantity. Fif|iff|ir8#k .orarm (a view) us, 1954 
rama-lama noun rock n' roll music. I rom the doo-wop song 'Rama 
Lama Ding Dong' recorded by the Edsels in 1959, and somehow 
thought to capture the joie de vivre of the music ore a»r 
Rambette noun a female Rambo - reckless, fearless, the warrior 
woman us 1992 

rambler noun a (portable) radio uk 1990 

rambling ROK’s noun ground troops of the Army of South Korea 
(the Republic of Korea) us, 19m 

Rambo nouni 1 II- ill mi I 1 “ii “ if drama and too 
little intelligence. After the 1982 film starring Sylvester Stallone as 
an invincible if mental v unst; ble Vietnam veteran us. 1939. 2 an 
intolerant prison officer who would rather punish inmates. From 
'i|te 1982 Sim starring Sylvester Stallone as a mlrgjiy man who 
uses the most extreme measures to quell his-opponents. In use in 
UK prisons in 2002 uk 2002. 3 heroin uk ms 
Rambo rag noui id. Worn by 

Stallone in thefi'lmas mi 
ramjam adverb absolutely;crtmmed uk tsts 
rammed adjective crammed, stuffed full uk 1996 
rammies noun 

'rammy rousers', rhyming slstrig;for 'trousers' Australia, 19oo 
rammy noun a brawl; a noisy argument, a row; a bustling crowd uk 
SCOTLAND, mS 


rajah noun an erection new Zealand 1998 

rajamuffin noun a member of a British Indian (Hindi) urban youth 
gang or subculture A play on raggamuffin uk 2006 
Rajputana noun a banana. Rhyming slang, formed from a ship that 
berthed in London's Royal Docks ijk ms 
rake noun 1 ai si mi m Inn i lar lantity Ireland, ms. 

2 a comb us i 960 . 3 in pool, a device used to support the cue stick 
for a hard-to-reach shot®, 1990 

rake verb to lower the front end of a car us, 1370. ► rake a game to 
charge care ► rake the 

leaves to drive it he ba < 1 gr u[ ( tru travelling on a 

motorway togefher, watching ftr police from the rear us, 1970 
raked adjective drub!®, 1990 
rakehell noun an utter scoundrel uk 1554 
rake-in noun the financial results of an enterprise US. 1947 
rake in; rake verb 1 make mon | Hi enerous quantities 
or at an enviable speed uk isss 

rake-off noun 1 crime or as a bribe us, m 9 

Rakkasans nickname 

Distinguished airborne and air assault soldiers in World War 2,-,- 
Korea, Vietnam and thsftersian Gulf From .the Japanese for 
'parachute', named during the first four years of occupation duty 
in Japan us, im 

rakli noun a girl; a woman Romany in current English gypsy use uk 


Raleigh bike noun lesbian ... lang 1 dyke, formed on a 

product of a well-known bicycle manufacturer uk 1992 
rally verbtp^.autds.nkihlos, tm 
ralph noun 1 a right turn us. 19os. 2 vomil us, mo 
ralph verb to vomit US, I960 


rammy verb 

ramp nouni Conducted to 

search for contraband, though often carried out with much 
destruction in ordei to harass die prisoner Australia, 1919. 2 a public 
house bar counter; hence, a public house.jFrtjti qn earlier, more 
general, sense as a shop counter uk k® 
ramp verb 1 to s in II- 1 1 1 1 1 1 mi 1 male trouble. 

Contemporary use is mainly West Indian and UK black uk m2. 2 to 
pretend. A variation of the sense 'to swindle, to con 1 uk 2000. 3 to 
search a prisoner or a flMson rail Australia, rs/s 
ramped adjective drUiffkdf, 

ram-raid verb to rob a premises using a vehicle as a battering ram 
Jod driving IthrSagl' a window or a wall uk. i9s7 
ram-raid; ram-raiding noun 1 mein I him that utilises a 
motor vehicle as a battering ram 10 gain entry, often using the 
■vehicle to make off witWHbfaienagoodS L/K, mi 
ramraider noun 1 a criminal involved n ran-naiding UK 1991. 2 a 
powerful amphetamine sulphate uk 1990s 
ramrod noun the penis; the erect penis UK 1902 
Ramsgate Sand; Ramsgate noun the hand. Rhyming slang, 
formed on the Kent seaside resort ok 1992 
ram’s pasture noun in oil dril ing, non-productive land us, 1954 
ram tube noun in i drag r ing car in inject! that forces air into a 
ectfbtiret^f.l®,is» 

ranch noun 1 a house us. 1900. 2 any place where marijuana Is sold US, 
1940. 3 to a trucker, anywhere you spend the night us, mo 
ranch vert to idle 1 pend time doing little os, mi 
Ranch Hand noun a C-123 aircraft equipped with tanks filled with 
defoliants used on the Vietnam jungle us, 1909 
rancid adjective 1 in poor taste us. 1939. 2 


: excellent; brilliant Australia 
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randan noun a spree of wild, debauched, hedonistic behaviour, 
especially if heavy drinking is involved. Usually intfw phrase 'on 
■|he ran*n' uk scarum ms 

Randolph Scott; Randolph noun i mo: Ruyming slang, based o 
the name of film actor Randolph Scott, 1903-87 uk m2 


rapo; rape-o noun a rapist us 
rap parlor mu. as a ma ige parlour in 


R and R noun 1 rest and rehabili iti 11 and recovery; rest and 
fecreation; rest and recuperation; rape and restitution; rape and 
ivtin, rape and run. Despite disagreement on tfcMt sp the 
meaning is the same - a idlf stint away from combat or regular 
duty us, 1953. 2 rock 'n' roll UK 1977. 3 rape and robbery. A cynical 
play on tba|3$ rjMtSary $ and r * (rest and recreation) uk, 19% 
randy adjective 1 exuall 1 11 d I ling I h us From Scottish 
dialect randy uk 1347. 2 homosexual, perhaps seen as a threatening 
or predatory characteristic: public schools usd, probably deriving 
from the more general sense as 'lecherous or sexually aroused' 
when applied in a single-sex environment uk ra® 
randy Andy nickname Andrew uk. 


rane noun copgMfephgtoin uff, tgg&. 

rangnounaper n who is actir er oddly An abbreviation of 
'orangutan' us. 1966 

rangdoodles noun 1 1 | I itempora ncr ise in the betting 
limit after a playe- has won a hand with an agreed-upon, rare and 
excellent hand us, is& 

Ranger's Bible noun 

tal training document for long-range reconnaissance patrols os. / 990 
rangood noun I I 11 iriji tna 1 I 1 I i[ lyful misspelling of 
RANGOON UK 2003 

rangoon noun wild marijuana® im 

Rangoon noun a prune Rhyming slang, formed from the Burmese 
capital uk, 1992 

rank rerdi to dispara nsult, especia in a formulaic or ritual 
manner os, 1945. 2 to bungle 01 ruin something us, mo 
rank adjective unplea int u[ I; bad-sn bin In the world of bad-is- 
good alienated youth, 'rank' can be good or bad u$jdfc 
ranking adjective 1 to 'ranks' uk 

ms. 2 average, mediocre Jamaica, 2000 
rank out verb to offend >r I u meone I doing something 
rank'® ras? 

ran-tan noun ► on the ran-tan on a drinking spfge/SEWWQ 
rap noun 1 a criminal charge us, 1903. 2 blame or responsibility us 1927. 

3 a prison sentence us, 1927. 4 a clever line of improvised chat, 
speech or-conversation. Black coinage, adopted and popularised by 
hippies us 1967. sa popular music genre in which a rhythmic lyric 
Is spoken over a musical background us, 2002. 6a meandering, 
unstructured group discussion us 1967. 7 Ihe way in which a person 
expresses himself or herself us, 1975. 8 a very small amount us 1973. 
► ride the rap 1 erve a prison itencr without losing control, 
ttppfsor sanity us. 1991 

rap rer61 to tall ithou in agenda limlr but honestly. Found 
before the 1960s, but truly a word of the 60s us. 1929. 2 to criticise 
someone us 1957. 3 to accuse someone fa rely or to seek a more 
serious sentence for someone than their crime deserves us mr' 

4 to perform semi-spoken yrics over a musical background us 1979 

raparazzi noun Extends rap 

(the pre-eminent hip-hop music style) on the model of paparazzi 
(photographers who prey on celebrities), the suggestion of preying 

rape rer6 in computing de roy 1 program or data without hope 
of recovering it us mi 

rape tools noun the penis and testicles us, 1962 
rapid adjective excellent Ireland, 2m- 


rappie noun a partner in criftH&jys mi 

rap session noun a group discussion, unstructured and uninhibited 

rap sheet noun ind convictions 

US. I960 

rapt adjective delighted. Variant of wrapped A,usmAtM,. 19a 
raptor noun a rap performer who is also an actor us ms 
Raquel Welch noun 1 Ich. Rhymir 11 1 ned from the name 
of the film actress (b.1940) uk 1992 
Raquel Welch U ill mug ing formed from the 

hamef$t#gpj| actress (b.1940) uk 1971 
rare adjective 1 e II it 1 in ible id, ms. 2of 

someone, unusual) eccentric Sometimes 'wild rife' is al|t>used 
saye, 1992 


rare groove noun 1 fashionabl 1 I 1 musk and Its presen- 

s.a.iou Con ice ::iy piiale radio piesenle- former Jay uk 1 

raring to go adjective 

rark-up noun 1 

rark up verb 

ras! used for expressing surprise us 2004 

rash noun ► be all over someone like a rash 1 to smother 
someone with affection, kisses, etc Australia, ms. 2 to be easily 
outdoing an. opponent Australia, i%t 
rashie noun an upper garment worn by surfers Originally worn 
under a wetsuit in order to prevent wettie rash Australia, im 
raspberry noun 1 t disappr ing fart-like noise, f rom out-of-date 
rhyming slang, 'raspberry tart' for fart us im. 2 a light grazing of 
the skin. Skateboarders' slang; from the appearance us, ms. 3a 
sore or abcess on an intravenous drug user from repeated 
injections in the same spot, us, 1973. 4 a male who trades sex for 
drugs tikiim 

raspberryland nickname Tasmania ■ rom the crop Hence, a 
Fasmanian is called a 'raspberrylander' Australia, 1966 

raspberry ripple; raspberry noun a disabled individual.. Rhyming; 
slafig for 'cripple' us im 

raspy adjective 1 excellent us. ns?. 2 bad, unpleasant US, 1977 
rass noun the buttocks; hence, used as a term of abuse. From arse 
JAMAICA, 1790 

rastaboxnoun 1 large por rb tereo system associated, 
5te®,Eityp;itally, with black-youth culture us; im 
Rastafarian noun MDMA tl m 1 u 1 I In hem known as 
ecstasy. Specifically used of any tablet of MDMA stamped with a 
stylised image of a dreadlocked head us 2004 
rasta weed noun marijuana Marijuana is famously central to 
Rastafarian n'tiial us, 2001 

Rastus noun used 1 i derogator >ei 1. n of a black male us, 


ratnouniaper n 1 nf< ns on < the ise betrays 
compatriots us nv, 2 a despicable person uk 1594. 3 an enthusiast 
of the preceding activity or thing m. raw. 4 a railway detective us, 
1977. 5 a prostitute Barbados, ms. ► like a rat up a drainpipe; 
like a rat up a drain up that/her’, 
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in which case il is usually of a woman objectified in a sexual 
Context Australia. i97i. ► like a rat up a rhododendron very 
swiftly. A jocular variation of like a rat up a drain Australia. 19/1. 

► like a rat up a rope/shoreline with great speed Australia. 

1945. ► not give a rat’s ass; not give a rat's arse to not care 
at all us, 1971. ► rat’s died up your arse used of an especially 
noxious fart m SW) 

rat verb 1 to inform. Perhaps from an earlier political sense of 
changing political parties us. 1934. 2 to rob or loot a person or place 
AUSTRALIA, 1898 

rat adjective 1955 

rat and mouse noun i r hou Rhyming rng l list lecorded in 
Songs and Slang of the British Soldier: 1914 - 1918, John Brophy 
and Eric Partridge, 3rd edition, 1931. Recorded in the US in 1943 
uk , 1931. 2 an informer Rhyming si; ng foi louse (a despicable 
person) uk. mi 


rat out verb to infoipt^n someone us. 1990 
rat pack nouni in competition surfing, competitors vying for the 
lead us, ms. 2 a group of young gang members us 1951. 3 a ration 
of food, issued to South African soldiers; a package of food soiMt. 

AFRICA. 1984 

rat-pack verb to surround and attack someone (A 1971 

ratracenouni u hect ind non-pr I.ration activity or 

lifestyle us m/. 2 the face Rhyming slang uk 2003 
rat row noun an area in a jail or prison reserved for police informers 
who would: hot be safe in the general population of the facility US, 

rat run noun alley; a side 

road, especially if used in a short-cut; a route through back streets 
that is used by motofiSts. avoid.iing heavy traffic uk, 1977 
rats noun combat rations us. 197s. 


rat-arsed; ratarsed adjective drunk UK, las® 
ratatouilie noun 1 1 I lu tha mi 1 im of gay and straight 
customers. A culinary allusion uk 2003 
ratbag noun a o merely a 

person with odd notions, an eccentric, or someone whose ideas or 
behaviour verge mifie.'imane Australia, 1890 
ratbaggery noun lehavlour hh eccentri I picabl >r 
otherwise contemptible Australia, las 
rat belt noun in computing, a self-locking cable tie us, 1991 
rat bite noun 
'-'.0, im 

ratboy noun 1 among a group of drug users, a person ^jpwill 
sample any drug before tl e group uses il An allusion to the rat as 
the subject of laboratory experiments us us/. 2 a member of a 
subcultural urban adolescent grouping defined by a hlp-hOp dress 
and jewellery 

rat caper noun a rrfMb.f- crime Canada we 
ratchet noun any weapon us, 2003 

ratchet jaw noun .00 much and says too little 


ratchet-mouth verb to talk incessantly os, mi 
rat-cunning noun craftiness Australia, nm 
rat cunning adjective crafty Australia, jsip 
rat-drawn adjective used of shoes, pelts ec us. me 
rat-eyed adjective drunk uk 1998 

ratfink; rat finknoun 1 a despisi Jj .bines rat (someone 

unpleasant) and fink (someone despised, an informer) us , 1 964. 2 an 
tjjfbrmer Corrffines rat (an informer) and fink (an fiwirier) us. 

rat fuck noun 1 2 

person us, 1922. 3 a damn us. n/i. 4 a prank us, ms 
Rat Fuck noun the Reaction Forces of the South Vietnamese Army 

ratfuck verb to pull a (MWurS'fey. 

ratfuck operation noun m ra 1 In 1 prised by poor 
planning, confusion or chaos I requently used in the Vietnam war 
US 1990 

rat head noun ) conveys a 

muiglete jack of taste and finesse us. 2m 
rat hole noun 1 a small, messy, cluttered place uk 1812. 2 a railway 

rat-hole verb to stash something away, usually secretively us, 1948 
rat house noun an insane asylum Australia, 1900 
rat jacket noun a reputation for being an informer us. 1973 
rat-legged adjective drunk, A-1®jitijft<bf rat-arsed uk 2002 
rat motor noun in hot robbing, a Chevrolet engine, usually 396 
cubic inches or larger us, 2001 
rat-on noun an erection new Zealand, 1995 


rats! used as an expression of annoyance or dismissal us iw 
rats and mice; rats noun 1 dice. Rhyming slferijiiw, rao. 2 rice.. 

Rhymin^.-slang uK.mi 
rat’s coffin noun a meat pie Australia. 2003 
ratshit noun a despicable person or thing us i«. ► go to ratshit 
to go very motigM/ims 
ratshit adjective no good; dreadful Australia, 1970 
ratted adjective drunk uk 2002 

ratter noun 1 a police informer; ,1. traitor to a cause or enterprise us, 
1975. 2 a thief, especially one who steals opal from another's mine 
jsmmm'im 

rattle noun dice us, rear. ► give a rattle to have sexual intercourse 
with a female Ireland, 2001 

rattle verb to agitate or to unnerve someone us. isst. ► rattle 
beads to complain us. 1970. ► rattle your cage to annoy or to 
aggravate you t iroi our in ligr iti n t ► rattle your 
dags to hurry m 0 tM\land 1968 

rattle and clank; rattle noun a bank, Rhyming slang u< m2 
rattle and hiss; rattle noun an ad of urination; urine. Rhyming 
slang for piss uk 199s 

rattler noun 1 a train uk 1871. 2 Boston's underground system, the 
Massachusetts Transit Authority us, 1997 

rattler-jumping adjective 

AUSTRALIA, 1969 

rattlesnake noun ► like a rattlesnake of a woman, describes 
Rigorous participation in sexual intercourse UK 2000 
rattlesnakes; rattles noun delirium tremens. Rhyming slang for 


rattling adjective in an energetic state, possibly as a result of drug 

' pfuse U/C gstfc 

rattling adverb u ed a in 1 mi - - nil hen describing 
adventure fiction uk 1829 

rattling-cove noun a taxi. Derived from late C17-C18 usage (a 

.■CQachrraniat ass- 

rat trap noun 1 2 a fox hole 

that accommodated two 01 three Viet Cong who hid and slept 
there during the day us, 1990. 3 a Japanese person. Rhyming slang 
for jap, a pejorative term, dating from World War 2 and lingering 
among veterans of that conflict (especially prlst^fs of war). Also 
shortened, to 'rat' uk iw 

rat turds noun 1 > 1 il _>- il 1 h mi 1 1 u 1 1 .. n in I bum 

that the soWier has received another decoration more than once 

ratty adjective i /vret hed niserat - nean ined tattered us. 1867. 
2 angry, irritated uk 1909. 3 foolish, odd, eccentric new Zealand, ms. 
4 crazy Australia, im 

raunch noun in the u ige 1 /outhful model road racers (slot car 
racers), a slow car us. 1997 

raunchy adjective 1 exuall pr iti 11 jub; used a 1 
euphemism for pornographic us, 1967. 2 inept, poor y done; 
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unpleasant, contemptible; dirty us, 1939. 3 used of music, abrasive, 
aggressive us, 1x2 

ravaged adjective drunk uk 20m 

rave noun 1 a par 1, 1 rattle pari 1 >art pen to the public, often 
announced and sited clandestinely, featuring drugs, music and 
sensory overload. Variant of 'rave up'. First used of wild parties in 
\||e late 1950s, then by mod(s) in the 60s; revived in the 80s for 
parties on. such astale that both UK culture and law were sigmiflk 
cantly changed uk 1992. 2 an enthusiastic review us, 1 92 s. 3 the 
object of a passionate ffkjng or craze t* tsss 
rave verb 1 to express an enthusiasm for something uk im. 2 to 
enjoy the music and other sensations of a rave us, 1995. 3 to persist 
in discussing something that does not interest abyofieelse 
involved in the difc&ion oi.iMi 
rave drug noun any chemical or 'designer' drug associated with 
dance and c ub culture ijk, 2003 

rave energy noun MDMA the t 1 iti in I In g best known as 
ecstasyftp-rave cofture was fuelled by MDMAu/c 2 ® 

raven adjective J a 1 II | EUSDA 1996 

raver noun 1 a dr I it redoni pari ual adventurer or 

drug taker. Extended from the sense as a 'passionate enthusiast'. 
OeBhed as 'a young woman who is enthusiastically pajcfiiseudatt 
or merely of a passionate (blit Hot promiscuous) nature uk m. 

2 someone who goes to a rave uk 2000. 3 a homosexual male uk 

rave-up no™ a gathering. U i ironicall of a mild, as 
opposed to wild, party, by people old enough torememberthif- 
rave-uRStOfthe 1960s uk raw 
ravey adjective characteristic of raving uk 2000 
raving adjective used as an Intensifier; complete, excellent, utmost, 

Ravi Shankar noun 1 il 1 f .. slang, f imed from the 

name of the celebrated Indian musician (b 1920) uk 20 m 
raw noun crack cocaine us, urn. ► in the raw naked us, 1934 
raw adjective 1 exciting, excellent us, 1987. 2 naked us, mi. 3 undiluted 
1974 .4 unembalmed:Os, -m 
raw fusion noun heroin 
rawhide nounfi^pin: W,£m- 

rawhide verb to drive those under your supervision to work very 
raw-jaw vert with silence us, 


raw meat noun a new recruit in the US Army us, ms 
raw prawn noun a raw dealjAuSrwM, 1957 
raymond Citizens' band radio : tench vraiment 

(truly, indeed) uk ; ism 

rays noun radiology us, 1994. ► bag some rays; catch some rays; 

cop some rays to sunbathe us, 1953 
razed adjective drug-intoxicated uk 1998 
razoonouni the smallest amount of money Only ever used in 
negative contexts, generally 'to not have a razoo,' but also 'nofn. 
worth a razoo,' 'not get a razoo', etc. Contextually referring to a 
low’value brass coin, the origin of this term remains p, mystery 
despite many guesses over the years. Needless to say no such coin- 
ever existed. Also commonly a 'brass razoo', arvttfbrmerlysspelt 
'rahzoo' or 'razzoo' though only rarely Australia rara. 2 harassment 
$§ tm 

razor verb to slash something with a razor us Scotland, 1999 
razorback noun a worker on a circus train; any circus worker other 
than a performer. Circus historian and linguist Joe McKennon 
suggested that the term may have derived fronts-"the common 
work command of 'Raise 'er back, let 'er go' when placing ' 
equipment on tram wagons us. 1904 
razor blade; razor noun 
razored adjective n u ular in I ulpted us, raw 


razor edges noun 1 1 that ire true in extremely minute 
tolerance, approximate y 1/ 000th of a inch us 1950 
razoring noun . From razor (to 

Slash with a razor) uk, 1996 


razz noun a telling-off a harangue. An Eton school term uk m z. 

► on the razz; on the razzle a period o' dunking, partying and 
other self-indulgent pleasures Derives from a shortening of'razzle- 
dazzle' (excitement) 'Razzle' (a good time) is first recorded in 1908 
uk 1915. ► the razz a beating Ireland, m2 
razz verb to heckle a h ontemp 1 eer hort for raspberry, a 
derisive sound us, 

razzberry noun 1 jeerin I 11 1 lull noise E tends razz (to 
r RASPBERRY US 1922 

razzled noun drunk. Derives from on the razzle, {having a good 
time, parbymg) uk 2002 

razzle-dazzle noun 1' inlusion In' bewilderment us ra». 

2 sexual intercourse uk 1973. 3 in circus and carnival usage, a 

prostitute m i9si 

razzmatazz noun 1 III h ne< 1 im nta jazz The term was 
originally used, before use of the word jazz', to describe an early 
jazz-like music us. nu. 2 a showy outward appearance ijk nss. 

3 extreme pleasure us. m 


razzy adjective tattered; unkempt Barbados, ms 
RB noun an enthusiastic spot ism,in whose character is formed by 
the aggressive pursuit of masculinity, and frequently demonstrated 
by hisbqorish behaviour and dwnfefcwaatstng Ad abbreviation 

Of RUGGER BUGGER SOUTH AFRICA 1991 

RC adjective Roman, Catholic uk ize 

RCH noun a tiny notional unit of measure. An abbreviation of red 
cunt hair, perceived as a smaller uniPSjifh than a simple cunt 


RCMP noun in Canada i- man itholi n er of Parliament 
CANADA, 1985 

RD noun a red-coloured capsule of secobarbital sodium (trade name 
Seconal™), a central nervous system depressant. An initialised- red 


reach vert to be prepared to fight us, 2m. ► reach out and touch 

someone to telephone. From a 1982 American Telephone and 
Telegraph advertising slogan us. 1989 
reach-around noun nanua timulation lira > e partner's 
genitals by the male penetratingifrofn behind us m7 
read vert 1 in poke 1 1 li - 1 1 11 nent hand us, rara. 

2 in sports, to antic ipate an opponent’s movement us raw. 3 in 
transsexual usage 1 lete pe n enet e is. raw ►read 

(someone) the riot act 1 give meon 1 - ,tern lecture or 

reprimand. From a law enacled by George I limiting the activities 
of groups of 12 or more uk ran,. ► read a shirt to look for signs 
of body lice us raw. ► read between the lines said when three 
fingers are raised in an insolent gesture. The index finger is the 
one 'between the; lines'; this is, therefore, a cateftptjrased elabstp- 
i#tiion of a familiar insulting gesture. Reported by a variety of 
mothers in Cardiff and Bristol during Apri 2005 and genera v 
credited to 8-year-old children uk shoe. ► read the riot act to 
instruct a prisoner who is about to be released on the legal 
restrictions concerning firearms. I rom the sense to give someone 
a very stern lec ► you wouldn't read 

about it you wouldn't believe such bad uck! Australia. 1950 


readable adjective used of 1 1 11 lacl imhler, sloppy in 

dealing or generous with body language, in either event revealing 
playerstig strength; of his hand us. 1991 
read and write noun a fight Rhyming slang, never used in a 
shfiftenedfbrm uk igs7 

reader noun 1 a 1 k; a m izin 11 papei rom the early Cl 8 
usage as a 'pocket-book' which moved into the current sense 
during the mid-C19 uk, rave. 2 a 'Wanted' poster or handbill us. 1926. 
3 a counterfeit driving licence us, ran, 4 a prescription for a 
narcotic us, 1950. 5 a marked card us, 1S94 
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readers noun i reading spectacles uk mi. 2 special tinted eye glasses 
used for reading marked cards us. ms 
readies; reddies noun c 1 h 11 >ne - iriation not a plural, of 
ready m turn an abbreviation of 'reaQgpdney' uk 1937 
read my lips pay attention to what I am saying, for it is the 
bedrock truth A pop phrase embraced in ,1 show of bravado by 
George Bush when he was running for president of the US in 
1988: 'Read my lips - no new taxes' and feifthe gist of endless 
ridicule when, two years later, he advocated a new tax. Actor Tfffi 
Curry named an album that he recorded in 1978 Read My Ups, 
later explaining tb^fijiam Safi re that he tot# the phrase to mean 
“Listen and listen very hard, because I want you to hear what I've 
got to say us. ms 
ready adjective competent us: im 

ready; reddy noun ady money’ 

ready eye noun ip ice trap rom ready-eyed (well informed or 

betrayed to the police) uk. 1995 

ready-eye verb (of police) to operate an official surveillance uk 2000 
ready-eyed adjective 111 II 111 m 11 of a planned crime that has 
been betrayed and is therefore a po ice trap uk 197 5. 2 in police 
use, well informed, knowing the detailed truth ffsSmffiion UK. 

ready for Doctor Jesus adjective abouttOdre os. ism 
ready, Freddie ness us, m2 

ready-made noun 1 mmercia manuf ired < igarette us, 1952 
ready rocks; redi rocks noun a formlfftsscame prepared for 

-SITIOking US) 1989 

ready-rolls noun commercially manufactured cigarettes us. 1951 
ready-to-run noun in the u ige t ut iful n lei load racers (slot 
car racers), a shop-bought car that has not been modified or 
ertbailced us, my 


ready whip noun iut of training. 

From the pressurised sweet topping advertised as instant whipped 
cream us. m, 

real noun the truth us 1972. ► on the real 1 genuine. Black usage 

uk zap * serioustyiss 1993 

real adjective hom&S@tC 0 l US 1997 

real adverb really, truly; hence, used as an intensifier, greatly. The 
Oxford English Dictionary offers both Scottish and US origins, but 
■i^fesaMiest slang sense 1 is from'English wf'ita" R,H, Froude uk tm 
real bikini noun something that is excellent. Teen slang us, 1955 


real bush noun a wl 1 ite man. Used 1 I 1 >ps in Vietnam 
jaded by their experiences with Vietnamese prostitutes. as, im 
real case noun a serious medical emergency us. 1994 


real deal noun 1 an authentic item or person; the plain truth us 
1991. 2 a youth gang member who is fully committed to the gang 

Real Deal nickname Evander H iel Mm threetime world 
heavyweight charfspish boxer us 1992 
real estate noun in war, territory to be taken, held, abandoned or 

reality check noun in computing, a simple test of a computer's or 
program's operating ability us 1991 
real live adjective genuine, actual. Jocular; often used of an 
inanimate article ok im 

really! used for e 1 in nphati 1 leement us 1973 

Really Canadian Modest Police noun the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police. A back-formation from the initials ROMP Canada. 


Real McCoy noun 1 met 1 n irijuana Canada, 2002 


real McCoy; McCoy noun the genuine article us is 


real thing noun ► the real thing irticle. Figurative 

slang from the conventiona sense uk 1939 


real world noun the non-; rnographi enter inment industry; the 
world outside the pornography industry us ms 
ream verb 1 to have nal intercourse 1 2 to cheat someone. 

■ ’figurative from the more literal sense of poking something up 
one's rectum. Also variant 'rim' us, 1933. 3 to scold or punish 
someone. From the sense of'ream' as widening a hole, ‘Ream 
out' is also used us, i9x 

ream adjective exceller An inter ificati 1 fthe 19 r en c e as 'good, 
genuine, honestt UK2002 

ream job noun 1 anal sex us. 199 5. 2 a difficult situation us, ;%s 
rear noun the buttocks. Euphemistic uk, 1796. ► get your rear in 
gear to get going 1972 
rear admiral noun a proctologist us. 1973 
rear-area hawk noun an office tioned a 1 from the field of 
battle who has strong, bellicose opinions about what shoufe be 
done in battle. Vietnam, war usage us,, im' 
rear-area pussy noun a support personnel safely away from combat. 

Occasionally abbreviated to RAP us mi 
rear-echelon commando noun a soldier assigned to Idtycsafely 
away from combat us, 1947 

rear-echelon motherfucker noun a member of the armed forces 
serving behind tines well away from combat; Often abbreviated to 

REMF US. 1976 

rear-end loader noun 1 11 ner hi A items in their rectum 
AUSTRALIA, 2001 

rear exit noun a retreat or flight from danger us. issr 

rear-gunner; rear seat gunner noun a male homosexual. A 
masculine image that employs weaponry in a metaphor for anal 
intercourse uk 2000 

rearrange verb ► rearrange the deck chairs on the Titanic; 
rearrange the deck chairs to focus bit petty matters while! 
ignoring major problems. I rom the image of the folly of worrying 
about the arrangement of deckchairs on theTitanic as the ship 


reat pleat noun \merican 

youth (Pachucos) in the southwestern US us, 1947 
reb noun any poor, rural, white southerner us ms 
rebbish adjective | shortened reb or 

johnny reb, harkening to Confederate soldiersus, 1945 
rebellious henchman noun the penis UK 2® ; 
rebel trap noun in pool, the largest regulation-size table. In the US, 
the large tables were unknown in the south, giving rise to this 
term in the north us, 1990 

reboundnouni p on 1 1 1.. nve 1 mmantic relation¬ 

ship in dose proximity to the unhappy ending rfi Piftf ©Wdfh 
Ship us, 1997. 2 in trucking, a return trip us. ms. ► on the 
rebound emu 1 na 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 n 11 by a loved-one 

rec nouni 2 in prison, 

a recommendation given by the judge on sentencing:!#, ms 
recap noun a recapitulation: us, 1926 
recap verb to recapitulate uk m> 

recce; reccy noun 11 nna 11 si 1 1 ill 1 lilittry; wider usage 
tends toward vaguer and more figurative shadings of the sense uk 


recce verb t und. Originally 

Tffiiitary uk 1943 

receipt noun in 11 lonal wrestlin 1 1 1 11 I I unacceptable 
manoeuvre that is acceptable in the context of justifiable revenge 

reck verb to consider; to think A shortening of reckon uk 1997 
reckon verb to esteem someone or something as worthwhile uk usa 
recognize verb to pay attention us. 2001 

recon noun recon nai in 1 used in an a jectival sense us raw 
recon verb to purposes us ms 
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recon by fire noun in i militar tuatior i ndom gunfire designed 
to ascertain the presence of the enemy by return fire us mi 

record noun ► change the record!; put another record on! 

used to demand a change of style, subject or substance in what is 

recovery room noun a golf course's baf^ja» 
rec room noun i i - eat nal >m. A mandatory feature of 
suburban 1960s life in the US, where the family,gathered tc? yyaEgff 
television, ptay table tennis, set up model trains, etc us, jsk 
rectum rocket noun a fast-moving vehicle uk mi 
recycle noun ms 

recycle verb ► recyle the dice in i i times, to roll again 

after a roll thal produces no points for hie player us. mi 
red nouni any centra nervous system depressant, especially a 
capsule of Seconal™ oi another barbiturate us 1979. 2 marijuana. A 
generic term for golden-red marijuana, clipping panama red etc us, 
1982. 3 morphine us 1945. 4 blood Professional wrest ing usage us 
2002. 5 in a deck oi playing cards, any heart 01 diamond. A flush of 
hearts or diamonds is referred to as 'all red’ us im, 6 in American 
casinos, a five-dollar betting chip 1 is m2. 7 a penny us mo. 8 a 
liberal; a socialist a V, rxist; a Marxist-Leninist; a Maoist; a 
I ► in the red in 

debt From the use of red ipfctp show debt in agpjunt ledgers uk 

red adjective 1 made of gold I n In 1 en nal use from Cl 4, 
slipped into slang during Cl 7 . Also in occasional use as a nouh UKi 
ns:. 2 of a mixed (a ack and white) racia heritage us 1909. 3 drug- 
jntpxicated. From the liSgisnfrtg of the smoker's eyes Jamaica, ms 
red and blue noun a capsule of amobarbital sodium and 
secobarbital : Sotfium (trade name fuinal™), a combination of 
pw nervous system depressants us, 19m 
red ass noun anger ps iszs 
red-ass verb to annoy or tease someone us, 1994 
red-assed adjective very angryr£g;.tsss 

redback noun in western Canada, a Hereford cow or steer Canada, 


red badge of courage noun a notional badge awarded to someone 
who performs oral sex on ,1 woman who is experiencing the bleed 
period of the menstrual cycle us, im 
red ball noun 1 a fast freight train ns m. 2 a trail, path or road used 
by the Viet Cong or North Vietnamese dutiftg the Vietnam war us, 

red band; red-band noun i pri 11 1 11 11 1 e a trusty uk mo 

red biddy noun cheap red wine; also a drink of cheap red wine and 
methylated tpJ$B uk, 19m 

red bike noun the bleed period of the menstrual cycle Australia. 2002 
red bird nouni 1 | ule e barbita iium (trade name 

Seconal™), a central nervous system depressant us 1953. 2the AH- 
1G Cobra helicopter, Used purely as a gunship in the Vietnam war 
from 1f?l |intil the end of the conflict us, mi 
red blanket noun with massive 

red board noun in horse in the ffi I 1 11 announcing that a 
raddisuresults stand os m1 


red box noun an ambulance us wa¬ 


red bread noun payment for donating blood us, 1971 
red bud noun marijuana UKi$S. 

Red Bull nickname t id Label™ bet - 111 "i 11 la street slang 
(South African townships) sdurtf Africa, 2005 
red bullet nickname ipsule e il ii 1 iium (trade name 
5eeonat*% a central nervous system depressant US 1977 

red button noun a foreman tig; 

red can noun a can of Melbourne Bitter™ beer Australia, 2003 
red cap noun 1 uf 1 I.In " 1 I ■ 1 l-l | p d 

cap that forms part of the Ofliferm Generally familiar from 


tddViSion drama series such as: Red icdpi ABC, 1964-66) and Red 
&Bp(&BC, 2001-03) UK 1931 

red caps noun 1 m 

red cent noun the lowest value denomination, hence the least 
amount pQssibf% A copper cent thus ‘red' us, im 
Red Centre noun the central desert regions of the Australian 
rpainlandxtusrMoA was 

red chamber club noun the Senate in the Canadian Parliament. 

The source of the term is that the senate (the 'Red ChatniiKf'Xte 
red carpets, leatherdhairbottoms and desk blotters Canada, m3 
red chenke noun a I eable person 

Am&JA AND BARBUDA, 1996 

red chicken noun her mi especial! hinese heroin us, »» 
red cross noun mafijuah&t^ap 

red cunt hair noun 

in English as a Second F*cking Language, 1995, notes: 'The term 
originated with the master carpenters of Cape Cod and is now 
utthiversally tised’ us ’*8 

reddersnoun slang, from 'red hots' to 

'trots' ALBfRALIA. 1989 

red devil noun i a capsule of e barbital dium (trade name 
Seconal™), a centra nervous system depressant us 1959. 2 a type of 
amphetamine tablet uk 1997. 3 heroin u k 2003. 4 a woman's 
menstrual period u$ ws 4 

red diaper baby noun 1 | “ 11 I 1 raised by Communist 

parents who insti ed Communist beliefs and values us mo 
red dirt marijuana; red dirt noun uncultivated jjfijfjuana us, 1 9s> 
red doll noun ade name 

Seconal™), a central nervous system depressant us, im 
red dollars noun LJS military scrip in Vietnam us ms 
red dope noun wild cannabis that has been sprayed with a bright 
red herbicide die colour plus dope (marijuana)us, 2toi 
red dot noun ► the red dot the bleed period of the )}4-®strw41 r 
cycle u^m 

red dot special noun -nstrual cycle us, 

red dragon noun a variety of tSD UK, 1996 
reddy noun an I raddie (an Italian living in 

London), or take roo 11 I lian rer ine >see: ready 

red-eye nouni a long, aggressive stare us. ms. 2 an overnight 
aeroplane flight, arriving .1: its destination early in the morning us 
1968. 3 potent, impure homem; de alcoho , especially whisky to 1819. 
4fermented catsup A prison concoction us out, son the railways, 
a stop signal us, me. 6 in pinball, an activ; ted special scoring 
device, usually lit in red us. /■>//. 7 a flashing red light on top of a 
police car us, m 6 . 8 the arfus us 19m 
Redfern noun ► get off at Redfern to practise coitus interruptus. 
Redfern is the railway station immediately prior to Central Station, 
fhrpjfincipal station in Sydney Australia, 19% 
red flag noun 1 an obvious indi n that all i it ell / 

2 when Injecting a drug into a vein, the practice of drawing blood 
upfeisJ the syringe to verify the finding of a vein and to control 
the pace of the injection us, m 7 . 3 a show of menstrual blood on 
outer clothing; hence, the bleed period of in:' menstrual cycle (A 
2001. ► be flying the red flag -.0- lie n the bleed period of the 
menstrual cycle uk 2000 

red flag day noun id of a woman's 

menstrual cycle uk 2000 

red flag week noun I II I 1 1 of the me istrual cycle. Also 

used th;li#iiand Canada, 2000 

red goddess noun a firefightin ehi I- I 1 enerally used fot 
training but made available (foi operation by the military) when 
regular firefighters and their fire-engines are out of service uk 2002 
red gunyon noun mashed marijuana seed 1 urn hashish smoked 
in a pipe us, 

red head noun a match; us mi 
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redheaded aunt from Red Bank | red week 


redheaded aunt from Red Bank noun the bleed period of the 

menstrual cycle us. 1999 

redheaded friend noun Hi II i leriod of the menstrual cycle us. 


red rattler noun ed carriages 

that became-iiiSy when travelling at speed Australia, mi 
red river noun the bleed peri I ) n rn menstrual cycle us, 


Red Heart nickname the central desert regions of the Australian 

main land ai/somum, mi 

redhotnouni i net IDMA, the recreatior )l drug best known 
as ecstasy uk mi . 2 a frankfurter us. mo 
red hot adjective exhemely unlair/iU.STR4U4 k% 
red hots noun 1 TROTS UK 1992. 

2 trotting races. Rhyming slang for trots Australia, 1966 
red I bo noun :k and white 

heritage Jamaica. 19% 

red Leb noun hashish with a reddish colour produced in the 
Lebanon (j/c las^f 

red-leg noun if 1 hite per n mow 
red-legs noun dm 11 il At li 11 1 1 ml ripe n the trousers of 
Union artillerymen during the US Civil War us, 1971 
red letter noun a lette I 1 1 mu ed ou f prison 
red letter day noun 11 11 11 le that the nrenstrual bleed 

commences. A neal pun on the colour of blood and the date in a 
calendar us, mi 

red light noun ihe bleed period of die menstrual cycle. As in 'red 
light - stop - there will be no sex' us 1954 
red-light verb (used of a police ir) t 1 1 ite flashing lights and 
pull a vehicle off the road US 1976 
red-light adjective pertaining to prostitution us 1900 
red lilly noun a capsule of secobarbita sodium (trade name 
Seconal™); any centra nervous system depressant. From the 
-&teW«fthe capsulfi'and: tte'teme oftte imanufacturerasyisiw 
red line noun in the used car business, the minimum which a 
dealer will .accept for | gSfus, im 

red lips noun a type of LSD. Possibly from an image printed on the 

Red Mary noun , rl cycle US, mo 

Red Mike noun a woman-hater Canada. 1946 
red Mitsubishi noun PMA (paramethoxyamphetamin^frlPMMA 
(paramethoxymetfi^amphetamine) when taken as a recreational 
drug uk , 2000 

rednecknoun r count I I 1 | lly one wh e views are con¬ 

sidered bigoted by sophisticated citizens. Generally derogatory us. 


redneck radio noun citizens' ban#*£$© «£ 

Red Ned noun cheap' red wine Australia, mi 

redner noun ► take a redner to be embarrassed Ireland. 19% 

red nigger noun a native American Indian us ms 

red one noun 1 in rnival usa pr itabl 11 igement us. 1973. 

2 a very short distance A euphemize d abbreviation of red cunt 

redonionnoun 1 the rail 1 n din ill hmentusrazz 
red-out noun a flood of die colour -ed in your vision just before you 
pass outffom lack of oxygen <4 1990 

red-penny man noun 

red phosphorus noun n keable metamphetamine From a process 
in the synthesis of the drug uk 2003 
red pill noun ► take the red pill it' go all-oul (or the active 
option. From a choice between rea ity , nd euphoria offered In the 
film The Matrix (1999) uk, m 

red pussy hair noun a very short distance Slightly less offensive 

■titan RED CUNT HAIR US 1987 
red-ragger noun a Communist Australia, 1916 
red-ragging adjective CoffiittiifTkf Australia, ms 


red rock noun granulated heroin originating in China; heroin gener- 

red rock opium noun /chnine and 

Caffeine uk xxe 

red rum noun 1 a variety of heroin An allusion to the qualities of 
the legendary racehorse (steeplechaser Red Rum won the UK 
Grand National a record three times). Also rhyrttlflg slang for 
'dumb' and 'murder' spelt backwards uk 2001. 2 a mixture of 

rwroirt, barbital, strychnine and caffeine. Also known as red rock 
opium from which this may be ftesjedtby elision; it is interesting 
to note with regard to the dangerous nature cf this cocktail that 

red rush noun amyl nitrite uk 1996 

reds noun 1 the bleed period of the menstrual cycle us. 1999. 2 a 
sense of anger us ®5; 

red sails in the sunset (he bleed period of the menstrual cycle 
AUSTRALIA, 1968 

red seal noun 1 1 1 11 11! 1 in. Branded with a red seal uk. 


Red Sea pedestrian noun 1 1 i| 1 1 e intended as 

jocular; fronithe crossing'of the Red Sea (Exodus 14: 21 -22) uk 

red shirt nouni a troublerr I 2 teer firefighter us. 

1954. 3 a college athlete who, because be did not play in his 
freshman year, may matriculate-and; play at the varsity leysl'fpr a 
fifth year us, mu 4 in roller derby, a skatei who engages In rough, 
'bad guy' tactics us. 1999. s a professional wrest er who is regularly 
scripted-to tee'matches to advance the careers of other wrestlers 
e| 2002 '' 

redskin noun in a decl of playing care 11 ice < aid us ;%z 

red snapper noui j cards that 

add up to 21 us, 1996 

Red Sox are in town experier 1 hi 1 period of the 
menstrual cycle. The colour of blood signals this euphemistic- 
adoption of the ffestpn baseball team us, 2m 
redsquadnoun ij ice mn I 1 11 1 - 1 tematic investi¬ 

gation and record-keeping about eftist po itical and social action 
organisations unrelated to bflifoiWal conduct us is#- 
red steer noun a bustiflie Australia, mo 
red stuff noun gold UK ?sjs 

reds under the bed noun the commun'd p-esence lurking in 
Western society .uk nn 

red tape noun rcles. Originally 

a literal term, referring to the red-coloured tape used In securing 
legal documents; later used figutafitfelyutf, im 
red tide noun 1 I -to overwhelm 

western civilisation us, 1991. 2 the bleed period of the menstrual 
cycle us, m 

red-topnoun il II In paperattl more [ pulist end of the 
readership. From the red masthead characteristic of such papers 


reducer noun in gin, any card drawn or held for the sole purpose of 
reducing the number-of points in unmatched cards in a hand us, 


red up; rid up verb n eating Canada, 

red wedge noun the bleed period of the menstrual cycle. Combines 
'red', for the colour of blood, with a pun on conventional 'wedge' 
{something that Ifjfeif gap) and 'wedgie' (a trick with underpants) 
suggesting underwear; the whole being a play on Red Wedge (a 
1980$ alliance of musicians anskactors with the 11$labour party) 


red week noun the bleed period of the menstrual cycle us 2001 
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red, white and blue noun a shoe. Rhyming slang uk 'I&M- 
red wingsnoun exual iter it- r ora e th a woman who is 
experiencing the bleed period of the menstrual cycle. From 
motorcycle gang culture us.;i 9 m 

reeb noun beer. Back slang, noted as current in the UK due to its use 
in. the US, possibly reinvigorated by Tt)fr : $iftips6fi$ 0 ews\on 
cartoon uk isss 
reebs noun marijuana us. ms 

reeds noun 

reef noun a marijuana cigarette us'hss 

reef verb i to fondle another person's genitals. Probably from the 
earlier sense 'to pick a pocket' ox m2. 2 to remove something 
frami.SSffii.fpne's pocket us, 19* 
reefdogger noun a marijuana cigarette us, is is* 
reefer noun 1 a marijuana 1 irette. Aim 1 inlyfromthe 
Spanish word meaning 'to twist'. Still used, with a nostalgic air to 
it us, i 93 i. 2 marijuan 3 refrigerator; a refrigerated railway 

wagon us, 1914. 4 a pickpocket us, 1949 
reefer madness noun a unusual 1 1 it ite 1 determined 
devotion to the use of marijuana. An ironic adoption ofithe title 
fpta 1936 film that famously exposed the immoral excesses of,' 
marijuana addicts Australia, 19X 

reefer room noun m where bodies 

.^re stored't®,. @9/ 

reegie noun a police officer In the Regional Crime Squad uk 2002 
reeker noun a bad-smelling hospital casualty department patient US. 


reek-ho adjective drunk UK, trts? 

reekstick noun I with cocaine 

reel verb ► reel someone in to triumph over gullibility, especially 
regarding a piece of trivial teasing. Often accompanied by the 
action of reefing in a fish; sometimes the action may replace 
words UK i®9 

reeling and rocking noun 111 I mb I ing, inspired by 
the fashions of the rock 'n’ roll era; usually seen in pairs uk 1992 

reels adjective with 1 1 11 1 I. I 1 11 in reels of cotton’ 

to 'rotten' (without money) Australia, 19m 
reels of cotton adjective rotten. Rhyming slang UK im 
reet; reat adjective good, pleasing tits; im 
reeve verb to &mstCA (4 'Ada. 1999 
ref noun in a sporting contest, a referee uk 1899? 
ref verb in a sporting context, lo referee uk 19292 
reffo noun a migrant to Australia who is a refugee from their home 

mmtjy AUSTRALIA, 1941 

refusenik noun 1 1 1 1 rmist Adopted ith ut a full 

understanding from the name given in 1970s to Jews in the Soviet 
Union who were refused permission to emigrate to Israel uk 2002 
regnouniam ular 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 marijuana of 

average quality. An abbreviation of 'regular'. The variant Tegs' also 


regale noun a festive occasion. The term is adopted from French, 
where it has a similar meaning Canada, 1947 
reggaematic adjective in;S?fftfa reggae stylet* m2 
reggin noun a black person. The offensive nigger spelt backwards us, 

Reg Grundies; grundies; grunds; reginalds; reggiesnoun 

undetweat F I 1 |U in 1 1 undies, formed from the 

name Reg Grundy, an Australian televispn producer Australia, im 
Regiment noun ► the Regiment the SAS Q? Special Air Service 
regiment) uk ms 

regmaker; reggie noun a drink, pick-me-up or medication taken to 
relieve (or 'cure') a hangover A compound ol Afrikaans reg (right) 
af»®fp®T' '-maker'soum Africa, 1954 


rego; reggo noun ehicle egistrati 111 stralia m,7 
regreen verb hile I in in the 1 e f the US Department of 
Defense, to receive an update b5@hg.j0if affairs in the army us 

regroup verb to recover from a surprise or a setback us, rx„ 
regs noun regulations Military in origin uk 19% 
regular noun 1 with dignity and 

strength us, 1974. 2 a skateboarder who skates with the left foot to 
the front on 2004 

regular adjective. 1 v 2 kind; 

decent; honest us. 1946 
regular P noun crack Coea'fle UK ms 
regulars noun eortnoon black ants Barbados rs 65 

rehab noun rehabW'it .med 1 egime for the cure of alcohol 

and drug addiction); also, thdxcitftieor hospital environment where 
fisbobilitation takes place. Bethtsenses may serve concurrently uk, 

rehash verb in the circus or carnival, lo resell ticket stubs to patrons 
and pocket tbrrfUnctei/s isso 
rehitch verb to re-enjist to re-marry us, 1953 
reindeer dust noun any powdered drug; cocaine; heroin. A play on 

reject noun a sociall ne[ pe 1; a pathet individual a person 
wifi coes 0! Ui T wild he laevioncblc, Ireruv majority iu w 
relate verb to understand; to like or appreciate someone or 
something, A quintessential, over-used vague verb of the 1960s us. 

relay spot noun a room with a telephone used to relay calls placing 
bets in a bookmaking operation us 
release noun in hi "III guag fma ige parlours, 
ejaculation. A',|f02 Incident Report from the Sausalito (California). 
Police Department describes the activities at a local massage 
parlour as follows: 'Every massage .ends with some type of 
"release" (orgasm). The released accomplished by the employee 
ifeakctfbating the client to an orgasm' us, 2m 
release verb ► release a chocolate hostage to defecate uk 2002. 

► release the hounds to defecate f&sfc 
relievers noun shoes us, we 

re-light noun :d us. 1996 

religious issue noun in computing, a topic that is bound to launch 
an endless debate which cannot be resolved us. 1991 
rellie noun a re/ation, a relative Australia, mi 
rello; relo noun a re/gtiye At/SWrA-lssk 
reload verb to give the victim of a confidence trick or fraudulent 
gambling game a false sense of confidence, then cfieatthe by-now 
willing victim of all heiorlhe possesses uk. 1977 
rels noun re/atives AustRAjiii’ipi 
Rembrandt noun s, ms 

remf noun a soldier assigned to a combat support role. Acronym of a 
'rear-echelon motherfucker' us, mz 
Remington warrior noun a re.r supporl lamp. Named after the 
Remington typewriter, the 'warrior’s weapon' us. 1990 
remish noun remission (of a prison sentence) uk /95s 
remodel verb in car repair, lo damage a vehicle or part severely us, 

remould noun a sex-change operation uk 2002 

Ren and Stimpy noun 

shamelessly gross cartoon characters created by John Kricfalusi, 
tet seen in 1991 uk,2001 

Ren Cen nickname i i i ii i i i r in C -it' if Michigan. An 
expensive, bold and ristya^ftwtiff revive the dying Detroit 
^rtiihdistrii^-fh the 1970s us 2S5S 

rendered adjective drunk uk 2002 
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renk | reunion in my bureau 


renk adjective impud i Fhand ru e bbish iriation of 'rank' 
(offensive) Jamaica. 1994 

Reno noun in bar dice in lice that add up to seven us. 1976 

renob noun i person ho acl rolishly us, 2001 

rent noun 1 a \ nut hi ittr . ral male prostitute uk, i%7. 

2 road tax. Motor trade slang us 2m. ► up me for the rent! 
used to register pleasurable astonishment Australia, 1971 
renta- prefix hired, rented In commercial usage often used to create 
a company name, for instance: 'Rentacar' (examples-found in 
Australia, Ireland, Spain, UK, US) and 'Rentavan' (examples found 
in Australia, Ireland, Mexico, UK). Both 'rentacar' and 'rentavan' are 
also used informally of a hired vehicle. Other use is often 
derogatory: 'rentacrowd' (a hired clique), 'rentarnob’ (a crowd 
assembled at political demonstration) and 'rentamouth' (a speaker 
fohhftelts 1921 

rent-a-cop noun a private security guard. A tad disparaging us raes 
rent-a-gob noun a citizens' band radio user who chats on a channel 
reserved for making contact; a person who talks loo much and to 
little effect uk mi 

rental units noun parents. I rom parental units, a neat pun 
describing parental worth from a youth perspective us. im 
Rent-a-Svend n/ckrame Canadian iti 1 1 Robinson, the first 
openly gay, New Democratic member of Parliament. The 
controversial Svend Robinson has drawn criticism for his espousal 
of unpopular causes, such as the Palestinian sir^ttythe 
Arab—Israeli war and gay rights Canada. 2002 
rent-a-tile noun ng your feet 

TftWi&y3^,k©?dS»GQ 1993 

rent boy noun a young-male prostitute uk 1%9 
renter noun a In m ual nal t titute uk m3 
rent party noun a party thrown for hie purpose of collecting 
donations from friends to pay your rent us, 1925 
rents noun pa rents Teen slang that cuts parents down to size us. 1968 
renzos noun Lore I rims us. 1993 

reo nouni 2 lit surfing 

manoeuvre on the breaking lip of a wave. An abbreviation of're¬ 
entry' US. 1988 

rep noun 1 reputation us 1705. 2 a repetition, or complete cycle of an 
exercise (A ram 3 a repertory theatre or theatre company; a 
repertoire us. 192s. 4 in prison, a written representation us 2002 5 a 
representative, often a travelling salesman us ms. 6a repellent uk 


rep verb 1 to represent someone; to give someone a reputation us 
mu. 2 [0 work a : , a representative of a company us ms 
Repat noun 1 tl ra mi n nmi ion which rve assistance to 
ex-service personne returning to civilian \ifeA ustralia, 1920. 2a 
hospital for repatriated service personnel aus 7 Raz./a 19m 
repeater noun in horse racing, a horse that won the last race It 
entered us, 1974 

repo noun repossession US, mi 

repo depot noun the Replacement Detachment of any large military 
force or installation us ms 

repo man noun epossesses, by 

an assortment of techniques, cars which have not been paid for 
fjpm 'repossess' us, 1984 

repple-depple noun replacement depot 11 ildiers arriving in 
Vietnam were assigned to units and soldiers leaving Vietnam were 
processed for homecoming us, 1945 
reppoc; reppock noun a pi copper uk me 

represent verb 1 to serve as a pimp for a prostitute us, 1991. 2 to 
project a positive image and attitude us, 1997 
reptile noun a railway im ' 

Republic of Mali noun cot charlie (cocaine) 

re-rub noun a re-mixed dance music recording us 2002 


res noun 1 a resident physician in a hospital us, 1994. 2 a dormitory or 
residence at a university or col ege - anal m. 2001. 3 the oily residue 
in a pipe after crack cocaine has been smoked us, 1992 
resemble verb 10 resent Usual y in the jocular 1 resemb e that 
remark' uk, 1984 

resin noun cannabis resin: uk, 19% 

respec; respect; respeck; rispeck used for registering approval of 
someone's action or attitude An abbreviation in all variant 
spellings of 'respect due'; occasionally ironic. Originally West 
Indian and UR olackq/t 1994 

respect due m's action or 

attitude. Originally West Indian and UK black uk ms 
ressie noun a resident DJ oK tsfi: 

rest noun ► give it a rest to stop talking, especially to stop talking 
about a specific topic. Often as an imperative us 1984 
rest verb ► rest your mouth to stop talking Bahamas, m2. ► rest 

your neck to stop talking us, 1 989 

rest cure noun in the cat rle bi nra en< 1 r car into the shop 
while the customer waits and thefi returning it, claiming that work 
-Which'has not been done has been doo (.-us. 1953 

resting adjective 
gfinkihg, now arch uk 1999 

rest in peace noun c 

restroom noun a brakevan (caboose) us; 

result noun 1 the nnlng ore ... contest; a victory in 

fifttjy Sport Conventionally 'result' means ’outcome', hence a 'good 
result'; this usage clips and implies the positive adjective, 
exclusively acquiring the result for victors and so denying losers 
any achievement, us mi. 2 a satisfying c>1 apprcornate outcome; an 
ra -1 ra 1 3 1 ,1 iccessful 01 profitable robbery uk ms. 

4 

ret noun a cigarette us m 
retail action noun -recreational'shoppingt® r»z 
retail therapy noun 1 ppir g I er < onsidered as an empowering 
leist)r#.activity us. 1986 

retard noun a sir ntally retarded’, but 

pet necessarily indicative of-actual mental retardation us, -$@f 
retarded adjective 1 stu pid; -foolish us, 2003. 2 dniflk us 2003. 3 in 
Quebec, delayed,- late Canada, 2001 
retardo noun 1 men II cl ill ige< terson us, nisi 
retread noun 1 in the militar 1 hort-se ice officer on a second 
commission; a retired officer recalled to service; a retired officer 
re-employed as a civilian- in an administrative post; an officer who 
has been promoted from the ranks; an aviator returned to flying 
duties after a period erf ground service. The origin is in the new 
life given to a tyre by the application of a new tread; there is also a 
pun on- : -'fitired/re-tyred'. The earliest use 1’$for a World War 1 
veteran recalled to serve in World War 2 Australia, 1943. 2 a recently 
divorced person us ms 

retread verb in the inguagf urrounding h< Grateful Dead, to tape 
over a tape that has been recorded once us, tsm 
retriever noun >n Inmates for 

the purpose of 'retrieving' drugs that those inmates are suspected 
of carrying uk 1996 

retroverbto returr.. In ra. m Antarctica to the 

country of origin. -An.:a'bbfteviatiaft Of 'retrograde 1 ANTAKsricfy ms: 
retrosexual noun 1 heter exual man I enj traditional male 
' "pasBonegjwd spends as littte-tame and money as-possible on his 
appearance. A play on metrosexual (a man with- aeaw^glc tastes), 
suggesting a throwback to an earlier type us, 2004 
rette noun a cigarett@,p.,t^r 

reunion in my bureau noun in 1 -ii bee r meeting in my office. 
Both ‘reunion’ and 'bureau' are used in their I rench sense in 
Erigltsh; in Montreal Canada, 2001 
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re-up verb to replem i ic) l omething to re-supply something; 
to re-sign or re-en ist Originally a mi itary slang lerm for re- 
IpliStingL/S, 1906 
rev verb to leave, to go us, ms 

RevCan noun Revenue Canada, the federal tax collection agency 
CANADA, 

revenge of the cradle; revenge of the nursery noun Quebec's 
high birthrate, perceived as being in reta iation for the loss of the 
province to England 6y France Canada, rsw 

revenoo; revenuer; revenooer noun a federal law enforcement 
fsffiCH Used by those in the illegal production of alcohol us, 1974 
Reverend Ronald Knox; the Reverend; the Right Reverend 

noun syphilis; hence any sexually transmitted infection Rhyming 
slang for pox, formed from the Catholic priest and detective 
storywriter, 1888-1957 UK, nso 
reverse adjective ► reverse gears to vtfflftit m ms 
reverse cowgirl noun the woman 

straddles the prone man, facing his feet us, mi 
reverse o noun a position for mutual, simultaneous oral sex 
between two people, or the act itself; especially when advertised as 
a service offered by a prostitute uk, 2003 
rev-head noun a motor vehicle enthusiast Australia, m7 
revolt of the admirals noun 1 ligh pub lash between the US 
Navy and the US Air Force in 1949 over basing of thf •country's 
Strategic airpower us, 1949 

rev up and fuck off don't annoy 

me IRELAND; 9991 


rewind noun in trucking, a return trip us, 1977 
rex noun a (small) quantity of money Ireland, ws 9 
Rexall ranger noun imeor ho wears cowl clothes but has 
never worked on a ranch. Rexall is a chain drugstore, giving a 
touch of specificity to the more common drugstore cowboy us„ 


rez noun a Native American Indian reservation us, ms 
RF verb to play a prana. An abbreviation of ratfuck us, mss 
RFB noun room, food and beverage - the basic components of a 
'complimentary pass at»dasino or hotel us tsm 
RG noun in homosexual usage, a biological female. A fellow homo¬ 
sexual is a girl, while a woman is a 'BSJtBirl', or RGi&.iaS' 
rhinenoun Imi 11 In" ' 11 , ihhrt ition 1 | irtii il 1 

pronunciation wc 1998 

rhino nouni mone 2 1 I irge 11 id powerful wave us, mi 

rhino chaser noun a large surfboard made for big-wave conditions 

M'M?- 


RHIP rank h as /Is privileges US, 1968 

Rhodey noun a white Zimbabwean, Derogatory, A reference to 
Rhodesia, the country which became Zimbabwe in 1980 south 


rhody; rhodie noun a rhododendron uk, mi 
rhubarb noun 1 nonsense. From its use by actors as an 
‘unintelligible murmur' ui 796, 2 said repeatedly by muttering 
actors to give the impression of background conversations; hence, 
spoken nonsense theatre slang uk 1934 3 a fight; an uproar; a riot 
us. 1943. 4 an advance 01 wages, a loan; as 'rhubarbs': a 
membership subscription. Rhyming slang, pronounced 'roobub', 
fpr sub fa si$^tptior$:6g ns 

rhubarb and custard noun a variety of MDMA, the recreational 
drug best known as ecstasy. From the red and yellow colour of the 
•#|l; the syllable 'barb' is possibly arr iSdfeio» that the tablet 
contains barbiturate ok, w% 

rhubarb pill; rhubarb noun 1 ill r paynen!) Rhyming slang, 
based on a homeopathic remedy for cor stipation; noted by Julian 
ftanMyn, 4 Dictionary of Rhyming Slang, 1960, who suspected 0 

perpetrated)(ff|$ !un ''“that both necessitate an outpouring tac «w 


rhubarbs noun 1 I'roobubs', 

formed on an elision of 'suburbs' uk . .. 2 a variety of LSD uk me 

rhyme off verb to recite; to talk I rom Scottish dialect rame (to talk 
nonsense; to reiterate) uk. Scotland, 2000 
rhythm noun is, m3 

rhythm and blues; rhythms noun shoes Rhyming slang uk ms 
rhythm method noun a n let I x >f cheating hile playing a slot 
machine by controlling hie spins of the inner-wheels. Playing on 
rffe name of the least successful method of hirth control us, 1977 
riah noun the hair. (%>!ari back slang;*. issz 

riah zhoosher; riah shusher noun a hairdresser. A combination of 
zhoosh (to tidy) with riah (fsSyiair) uk 2002 
riah-zshumpah noun a hairdresser uk m2 
rib noun 1 a wife or girlfriend I rom the Biblical creation tale, with 
=ve springing from Adam's rib uk 1589.2 Rohypnol™ 
(flunitrazepam), popularly known as the 'date-rape drug* us, 1995. 

3 MDMA, the recreational drug best known a/' ecstasy us zoos 
rib verb 1 to make fun of someone us 1930. 2 to insult someone in a 
semi-format quasi-friendly competition. A variation of WfiS ' 
tease) us, 2000 

ribbon and curl noun a girl. Rhyming JSfe- 

ribbon clerk noun i pot layer who withdra from a hand at any 
serious betting us. m 

ribena on toast adjective 1 ful tastele 1 1 i taste Possibly a 
*™g<%anslation of a bad taste; coinage is credited to ballet 
master Kerr uk, ms 

ribtapper noun a heavy-duty boot * SCOTLAND i9ss 

Rican noun a Puerto Rican us, mm 

rice noun effort Royal Marine Slang UK isw 

rice-and-peas boongy noun large buttocks, especially those of a 

woman BAHAMAS, 1998 

rice-and-ring verb to get married us w 

rice-a-roni noun in necrophile usage, a badly decomposed corpse. A 
comparison fwjfg branded spfKtQited rice product fk 1987 
rice bandit noun la; per i ffensive 
rice belly noun Id Guyana, m6 

rice-burner noun a Japanese car (or motorcyle uk im 
rice eye noun a Japanese person. Hawaiian youth usage, especially 
in the taunt 'No lie, rice eye’ us im 
rice machine noun a car manufactured in Japan or by a Japanese 
imanufticturerws 1993 

ricemannounM un person ffensive us 1945 

rice paddy Hattie noun any rural Chinese prostitute us 1949 

rice queen noun a gay man attracted to men of South Aslan origin 


ricer noun a person from South Asia Offensive us, mo 
rice rocket noun 1 m 1 nad > 1 Ja inese manufacturer. 
Offensive us, ism. 

Richard nouni m 1 /lice 11 I, especiall 1 letective An 
embellished dick us 19; 1 2 the penis An extension of dick (the 
penis), which is the short form of the first name Richard uk 2001. 

► had the Richard 

finished. In the Australian National Dictionary it is claimed that 
this is from British rhyming slang 'Richard the Third’ ®h@;bird), 
from theatrical slang 'to get the&tf (to get a bad reception on 
stage), but there is little semantic overlap to warrant this expla¬ 
nation. Rather if something has 'had the dick' then it is 'fucked', 
and therein lies the metaphor. Richard here is merely euphemistic; 
% dick (the perns) Supporting this explanation are the other, 
variants had the stick, had the rod araduof course had the dick 
AUSTRALIA,-1W 

Richard and Judy adjective m I 11 nin lang formed from 
husband and wife television presenters Richard Madeley and'Judy 
2004 
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Richard Burton | riding the waves; riding 


Richard Burton noun a cut lang, formed 

from the name of the Welsh: actor, 1925-84 uk m2 
Richard the Third; Richard noun 1 a young woman; a sweetheart 
Rhyming slang for bird uk 19a 2 bird Rhyming slang; originally 
recorded in Songs and Slang of the British Soldier, John Brophy 
and trie 'Partridge, 1930. In theatrical use as the bird (a farting 
noise masquerading as criticism) uk 1979. 3 a piece of excrement. 
Rhyming slang-.fbr turd uk itm 

Richard Todd noun 1 tortion 1 frie. R 1 1 ling slang formed 

on the name of thfc British actor (b.1919) uk m2 
Richibucto goose noun a salted shad. Named after a town in Nova 
Scotia Canada, 1939- 

rich man's drug noun lough 

the phrase sounds a bit literary, it was used by those without any 
particular literary background us’,rsM-' 
rick noun 1 a mistake Prr 'll 1 hor ning fRiCKET (a mistake) uk 
i 99 i. 2 an accomplice who pretends to be a client in order to 
encourage trade, originally used of a cheapjaek or showman, later 
of a less than scrupulous bookmaker uk im 
rick adjective fake; spurious. I rom the noun uk ?967 
rick; ric verb to make a mistake. I rom rick (a mistake) ijk 19% 
ricketnoun a mistake uk 195s. ► drop a ricket to make a mistake 


rickety-raw od/tane ttracti 1 hi nable us, w 
Rick Stein noun fine. Rhymir Ian forme from the name of 
the UK television-Chef (b.1947) uk 2m 
Rick Witter noun I 1 r (in a en Rh ming slang, formed 
frGartLtead singer of Shed Seven ox; 2003 
Ricky Martin; Ricky noun 1 il irtin I 1 le rhyming slang, 
from popular singei Ricky Martin (b 1971). Popney was contrived 
for wwW.music$65,co.uk, an Internet music site uk 2001 
Ricky Racer noun a fanatic mountain bike enthusiast who rarely If 

ricky-ticky; ricky-tick adjective 1 I 1 rhythm old fashioned, 
even, boring us. 1952 

rid verb ► rid a fit to get rid of an outfit of clothes 1 is, 1994 
riddle rert in No 1 undland 1 eave up-and wn rods between 
rails to make a fence Canada, 19s, 

riddle-me-ree noun urine; an act of urination Rhyming slang for 
pee or wee; always used in full to avoid cobfusipn with other slang, 

riddle me this. Batman 1 1 1 11 1 j estion From the Batman 

television series (1966-68) and one 0' is aico-vi a'rr. I he Ricdei 
Sfsig 1S» 

riddy noun (as a result of embarrassment) a red face. Glasgow slang 
’ 'far Scotland, ms 

ride noun 1 a c it 2 1 | “i 1 li ii“ minting on to 

drive you somewhere us 2001. 3 a sexually desirable person. From 
ride (to have sex) uk 2002. 4 an act of sexual intercourse ox, 1937. sa 
isfejwjiopy especially a:companion who is a fellow gang member 
us, i98i. 6 a criminal enterprise - is 7 a style of jazz music with 
an easy-going ► get a ride In circus and carnival 

usage, to receive unfavourable publicity us wt 
ride verb 1 to have e Usua I m the female perspective us, 1994. 

2 (used ofa lesbian) to straddle your prone partner, rubbing your 
genitals together us 19 67 . 3 to engage in sycophantic flattery os ms. 
4 to irritate or worry someone os 1 > 1 s to play jazz with an easy- 
moving rhythm us 1929. ► let it ride 1 in gambling, to continue 
a E^Rffonh one play to another, increasing the bet with wtrtnw^ j 
us, 1980 . 2 to tolerate something; to take no action about 
something ox. mi. ► ride a beef c - at pi h 11 ge for a crime 
that you did not commit os, mu. ► ride a g-string; ride in a g- 
string to drive a BMW car Scamto youth street slang (South 
African townshipa T ► ride a pony to cheat on a 

test in college or school ox mu. ► ride bitch to sit in the middle 
of the front seal in a pickup truck, between the driver and another 
passenger us. 1992. ► ride dirty 1 li m I 1 the influence of 
alcohol os, 2ooi. ► ride ghost to drive at night without headlights 


os, 1995. ► ride it to endure or cope with imprisonment uk 199 6. 

► ride it a treat in horse ,icing, 10 ride ,1 skilled and intelligent 
race Australia, 1989. ► ride old smokey to be executed by 
electrocution us 1950. ► ride rubber to ride in a carus, mi. 

► ride Santa's sleigh 1 11 A phrase that combines 

snow a ► ride 

shotgun 1 tc id 1 securit 1 nilit 1 e rl From the time 
when stage coaches carrying v; la, bles were protected by a man 
carrying a shotgun who sat on top of the coach alongside the 
driver ox 1979. 2 to be prepared for any eventua dy in business os 
1974 . 3 to travel in the passenger seat os, 1921. 4 to oversee and 
control someone id i firm hand ► ride the broom to 

threaten someone 1 predict I rrm ► ride the bubbles 

In hot nodding and drag racing, to rise slightly off the ground as a 
result of aerodyne 11 u< ► ride the bus to defecate us 

i 99 o. ► ride the card 1 1 I 1 inner on ery lace at a race 
meeting Australia, um. ► ride the circuit to move someone 
who has been arrested from stationhouse to stationhouse, making 
his timely release difficult us, 1949. ► ride the cotton pony; ride 
the cotton horse -1 

menstrual cycle. I his 'cotton pony' is a 'sanitary towel' os 1954. 

► ride the grub line to n 1 land 11 1 - I crounging food 

wherever it can be f und ► ride the Hershey 

Highway to engage in anal sex os ms 9. ► ride the lightning to 
be put to deal ► ride the pine to sit 

on the sidelines of an athletic contest as a substitute player os, 

1938. ► ride the pipe 1 1 1 1 1 1 r engine failure Korean 

war usage os mi. ► ride the red tide to experience the bleed 
period of the menstrual cycle us, m-u. ► ride the short bus to 
be mentally deficient. I rom the literally short bus that special edu¬ 
cation students use in the tJS us mu. ► ride the showing to 
tour an area evaluating billboards for potential advertising use os 
1980. ► ride the sick book to feign illness; to malinger os, mu. 

► ride the silver steed 1 ubcarbonate 

and neoarsphi ► ride the 

splinters 1 

substitute player Fhe 'splinters' are an allusion to the bench 

► ride the 

turtles to drive 1 the rai li ti markers that delin¬ 
eate motorway lanes us, 1997. ► ride the white horse to experi¬ 
ence euphoria afler using heroin us mu. ► ride the wire to 
trayej by tram us,iM$: 

ride along verb in poker, to remain in a game without betting 
because you have bet your entire bankroll on the hand us, r%z 

ride and a rasher noun exnal inter ur I lowed by breakfast 
im 

ride man; ride jock; ride monkey noun the operator of jT&fmval: 
amusement ride us, ms 

ride out noun a group motor-scooter excursion ijk, 2001 

ride out vert to depart. Used by London teenagers in the late 1950s. 


rider noun 1 a visibl .. 1 fa gangers 2001 2 a 

police officer us, 200. 3 5 kg of heroin supplied free with a 100 kg 
shipment of cocaine uk 200. . 4 a cheater. I rom the phrase ride a 
pony (to cheat on a test) us mu. s in trucking, a flat tyre on a set 
of dual tyres OS. tfef 

ridge adjective all right; okay Probablya figurative use of now 
obsolete 'ridge' (gold) Now superseded by ridgy didge Australia, 

1938 

ridge cottage noun a Wrtefift the Korean demilitarised zonfc, 
Korean: war usage os, 

ridge-runner noun in Mountain 

region In the southern US OS rear 

ridgy didge; ridgy-didge adjective a (0$(6}say Australia, 1953 
ridiculous adjective ejffielterrt.ps, 1959 

riding Saint George; the dragon on Saint George noun hetero¬ 
sexual sex with the woman straddling the man, her head upright 

riding the waves; riding a wave adjective experiencing drug intoxi- 
' cation os, 1930 
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R-ie noun a Retui right here used as a set answer to an inquiry as to how you are 

S3 Ugt&tWM, 1992 BAHAMAS. 1982 


rif verb to separate someone from mi itary service or employment 
From the initialism for 'reduction in force' us, m 3 

riff noun i a rhythr.. i I pi ase played repeatedly, used in jazz 

and rock. Probably an abbreviation of 'refrain 1 ns, /ass. 2 an oft 
repeated argument or point of view. A figurative usage of the pre¬ 
vious sense its 2000 3 the theme or gist of ,1 conversation ns 2000. 
4 a verbal embellishment that adds no meaning to what is being 
said us 1967. 5 an activity or experience ns 1975. 6 a refrigerated 
railway wagon us 1946 

riff verb 1 to repeated pla 1 rhythmic mu rl figure, usually on a 
piano or guitar us ms. 2 to brag; to lie us rw. 3 to complain us 

riffage noun rhythmic style(s) of rock music us 2002 
riffle noun in a restaurant or soda fountain, to refill (an order) us m7 
riffology noun in rock music, simple musical learning or skill us 1999 
riff on verb to tease me ne; t iis[ rrage someone or something 

riff-raff noun 1 the lowesl class 1 is mzo. 2 a Welsh person. Rhyming 
slang for taff us England, 1 192. 3 a cafe. Rhyming slang for caff us 

riffs noun music. Teen slang Canada 1946 
rifle range noun 1 the ird in In >i I rese ed for patients 
withdrawing from I roin iddiciioo - un on shooting gallery us 

1973 . 2 change (money) Rhyming s ang Shortened form 'rifle' us 

rifle spot noun spotlight that 

produces a long, tflia'beam of light iis, 1990 
rift noun a refrigerated freight railway wagon us 1 977 
rig noun 1 a car, truck or bus us, ms. 2 the collective equipment used 
by a musical group in concert us ms. 3 a hypodermic needle and 
syringe us 1969. 4 a still used in the illegal production of alcohol us 

1974. 5 a holster us 2001. 6 the penis us 1971. 7 surgically augmented 
breasts us 1997. 8 a bad situation us, 1997 

rigger noun 1 radesman. An 

official Royal Air Force job title that was dropped as the job 
description changed in the 1930 s yet has continued in colloquial 
use; still in Royal An I met use, 2002 ns 1943. 2 a halfgallon jar of 
beer Nenf Zealand, 199s 

rigger mortis noun 1 in tual meml 1 f the Royal Canadian 
Air Force. A 'rigger mofSiyi is a useless airman, based ofr rigger (an 
airframe tradesman) Canada, ms 
rig gig noun a job driving a truck ut j® 5 . 
right noun in craps, a betfor lhtstolteros 1974 
right adjective 1 intensife the I r bad character or condition of 
someone or something; complete, utter us, me. 2 understanding 
and accepting ► not right 

in the head unsound of mind us 1934 
right adverb very Canada, im 

right 1 used as a greeting 01 farewell trinidadand tobago, 1966. 2 I do 
not believe you Heavily sarcastic, emphasising the negative 
inflfflttatiah. Variate include 'yeah right' and' 'aye right' us 1998 
right as rain adjective in good health; satisfactory us 1909 
right enough adverb ceififfjjy, indeed us m 
righteous adjective i ei g excell fine I ne t satisfactory. 
Conventional English with a .reJigious overtone propelled jtifehip 
slang by context and emphasis in pronunciation us m2. 2 used of 
a drug, relatively pure and undiluted 
righteous bush noun any po nt iriet f marijuana. A combi¬ 
nation of righteous (good) and bush (marijuana) us. im 
righteous name noun a person's true nafnegs, 
righteous nod noun a refreshing sleep us, 1947 
right guy noun 1 | tdabl tru th ind reliable criminal us. 


rightie noun in 11 i| imbler I 1 thatthe hooter will make 
his poirCiaeto rolling a seven tiSfoirf 

rightiol; righty-o!; rightehol; righty-ho! all righti, Cettai.fjM;‘ 
gladly! us 1927 

right numbers; right price noun in horse (Hjtfg, higher than 
normal odds that merit ,1 wager us, ms 
righto; right-oh okay!; all right? a^jwua 1911 
right on! yes; excellent, correct; also used to signal enthusiastic 
agreement Originally black usage, perhaps from 'right on the 
button', 'right on time' or righto. Subsequently adopted by the 
hippie generation us 1930 

right one noun r person hose beha ur doe not conform to 
expectations us mi 

rights noun ► do the rights to jgStrn revenge us 2d0 
right-said-Fred noun the head. Rhyming slang, formed on the 
name of a pop group who enjoyed success in the early 1990s; the 
group took its namefrom'the title of a hufpptoufosong by Bernard 
Cribbins which was a t<?p Hit'in T962 us 2000 
righty noun seone else; a 

double or near double us, m2 
right you are! certainly!; agreed! us im 
rigid adjective drunk m iW 

rigid adverb greatl 1 - ntensif | HI re scale and 
'shake'. Modelled ©rt-symaymous stiff, always used after thew'fb 
Itjimodifies-uk, im 

rigmarole noun 

rambling speech; a triva or almost sense ess harangue us us 
rigor mortis noun n croquet, the condition of not being able to hit 
any opponent's ball on a turn us 1977 
RIH vest /n hell. A bitter version of RIP (rest in peace) US, 1999 
rile verb t< IS 1836 

rim noun ► above the rim of the highest quality us a »2 
rim verb 1 to lie! 1 I in< ngue n< her rnus us 1941. 2 to 
swindle someone us, 1949 

rim-jag vert; to make an indentation on a playing card with your 
fingernail or thumbnai to identify the card later in another 
player's hand us, 198s 

rim job noun the licking of a partner's anus for the purposes of sex¬ 
ual pleasure us, m9 

rimmernoun routh-to-anus sex 


rim queen noun a n 1 le homosexua 11 rrof cient at mouth-to- 
anus stimulation us 1970 

rimrock verb to drive livestock into an enclosure; to entrap someone 
CANADA, mi 

rims noun sung : lass©-«5,1997 

rinctum noun anada, 1953 

Rinehart!; Oh Rinehart! 1 hou to innounce the onset 
of a student disturbance, started in fun but not always ending as 
su#u Specific to Harvard University, honouring John Rinehart, 
Harvard Taw School class of 1903 us, 1933 
ring noun 1 a telephone call us 1900. 2 the anus. From the shape us 
1949. 3 a circular area where the game 0! two-up lakes place 
Australia mu. 4 collective v. the bookmakers at a racecourse 
AUSTRALIA , 1877. ► get a ring in your nose in horse racing, to lose 
all your money betting us ms. ► put the ring around it to con¬ 
form something as definite Nt wZ ealand, 197s 
ring verb 1 2 to 

open and pilfer a cash register us m s 3 to shout Barbados, ms. 

► ring it on ► ring the bell i to 

make a successfu attempt ai something Probably from a 
fairground challenge us i iee. 2 lo achieve success beyond expec- 
talions us ms. ► ring the berries in ice hockey, to hit. ihe 








541 


ring-a-ding | ripping ir 


goalie with a hard shot bel ill ► ring your 

chimes to strike someone on the head with great force us mi 
ring-a-ding noun rn i i rmpl i n ething 

ring-a-ling on the ting-a-ling noun a telephone call us, m 
ring angel noun a 'blip' on a radar screen, often a flock of birds us, 

1 947 

ringas noun conver it n i conver ition Scamto youth street slang 
South African townships) aoas 

ringburner noun rn act I i rti i that i rl ended by burning, 
stinging or other painful sensations infthe anus; often applied to 
the spicy food that causes such' effects. Combines ring fthearjus); 
with a conventional sense of'burn 1 ; upper-class‘fflciety origins. 

The following definition ts offered by Ann Barr and Peter York in 
their 1982 Official Sloane Ranger Handbook: The results of a 
heavy curry theffl&Ptfgi after' uk. m2 
ringer noun i a pert in ill i ii i inten fied with dead us. 
1891 . 2 an athlete or horse fraudulent y entered in a game or race 
us. 1890. 3 a false vc nr e registration numbei plate os, 1956. 4 a 
i-irirhinal who builds new cars from the parts Of stolen ms-OK, isC 

5 a single inhalation oi car k cocaine with a strong effect us, um. 

6 a stockman Australia 1979. 7 the fastest shearer in a shearing 
shedAiffMM, far 

ring game noun a game of poker with all seats at the table occupied 

ringie noun thi tralia, mi 

ring-in nouni an illegal competitor substituted for another in a race 
Australia. 1918. 2 any surreptitious substitute Australia, 1956. 3one 
who doesn't belong,.arr outsider Avsrww, tm 
ring in verb 1 eyhound for 

another in a race; to substitute a phoney in a competition 
Australia, 1895. 2 lo secretly introduce altered dice into a dice game 


ring-keeper noun g a game of two-up Australia, 

ring-knocker noun rduate f ne fthe U military academies. 

From the school rings worn by graduates os, 1991 
ringmaster noun a railway yardmaster us. 1946 
ringpiece noun the anus. An arsehole in both the anatomical and 
figurative* senses uk , 1 949 

ring raider noun 1 mal 1 11 ual. An din ion to anal 
intercourse, based on ring (the anus) us 2003 
ring-sting noun a burning sensation in and of Hie anus caused, gen¬ 
erally, by spicy food. I ormed on ring (the anus) Occasionally, and 
originally, knowrf as '‘rtrrg-burft' UK, 3984 
ring-stinger noun s an after-effect, a burning, 

stinging or other painful sensation in the anus uk, 2002 
ringy adjective irritable, US, fa5£ 

rink rat noun 1 in I h I in n und ice rinks, totally 
involved in hockey us, ms 

rinky-dinknoun 1 om hingthat.In cheap or trivial us. 

1912. 2 in trucking, the 4000 n ode I White tractor us 1971. 3 in 
■snpeiker, the pink ball m m2 
rinky-dink adjective inexpensi il nad rthle 
rinse noun a select 1 1 of e incetune mixed inf > 1 seamless whole; 

art event which.flatures such a;musical bjend UK mr 
rinse verb to mix dance tune nf eamle hole Perhaps 
because of the wash of sound uk um. ► rinse arse; rinse skin; 
rinse tail tc wo tobago. 1992 

a plastic bag that anbbTfo.rtaiaed amphetamine os 


rinsed adjective — 11 11 I - III n I 1-I It' UK, 2005 

rinsing!; rinsin'! 1 . The cry of 

approval offered up to ,1 DJ who is rinsing tunes logether (see 
rinse), adopted by clubbers into wider usage or mo 


Rin-Tin-Tin; rinty noun rh-I- I m langf 1 pin tot med from 
the name given to several generations of a German Shepherd dog 
television and "Jej-^tat of the and beyond uk 199s 

Rio noun Rio de Janeiro us. ms 

riot noun something or someone that is very amusing or greatly 
riot bell noun in prison, anybell UK 1996 

riot grrrl; riot girl noun a cultural movement of aggressive young 
feminists; a mernbei of the riot grrrl movement; the sub-genre of 
■pusift rock music associated with the movement. Lazy journalism's 
seems to be responsible for 'girl/grrl 1 variations us, 1991 
Riot Hyatt; Riot House nickname The Continental Hyatt House, 
Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles, famous for its association with rock 

IIS, 1989 

riot panic noun in rcu tnd in il 1 ige, enthusiastic applause 

US. 1981 

rip nouni a current travelling seawards from shore, usually .moving 
swiftly. An abbreviation of 'rip tide' 01 'rip current' us. 1990. 2a 
method ofiweaking into a safe that employs mechanical force and 
in' explosives us, 1950 3 in a cheating scheme in a dice game, the 

switching is tampered dice into a game us, ... 4 an injustice; an 

action that is fundamentally unfair us m2. 5 a complaint lodged 
against a police officer us, 1970 6 a fine or punishment imposed for 
breaking a police department conduct rule us, ms. 7 one pound 
sterling 1 a< r«. 8 marijuana i K one 9 a coarse, unattractive 
woman Ireland, 1910 

rip verb 1 to cheat or swindle someone us 1904. 2 to steal something 
us, 1984. 3 to kill someone us. 1974. 410 travel quickly us, 1971. sto 
surf in a bold, skilled manner us ms. 6 to excel us, 1994. ► rip a 

new asshole 1 In n n erel ► rip into to 

attack someone or something with vigour 01 gusto. Either 

► rip it up to enjoy 

energetically, to dance us me. ► rip off a piece (of ass) ®’ 
have sex us mi 

rip and tear; rip veib 1 Hi 11 1 11 I ibly m influ¬ 

ence pfr'iST RIP (to shout) UK 1937 
ripe adjective 1 bad-smelling us. n«. 2 too strong for general 
acceptability uk 1999. 3 used of a girl, over the legal age of consent 
us 1 988. 4 in the language surrounding the Grateful Dead, poised 
for enlightenment in the mysteries of the band us » 
rip job noun a safe robbery in which the front of the safe is peeled 

rip-off noun 1 2 abbery; a theft; a 

swindle; exploitation us. 1975 

rip off verb i to steal i Hum il- | iker I in Hie tealing, 

the term suggests an act of political heroism; if not, it suggests 
corporate greed. The subject of this vgrb can be either the goods- 
- Stolen, the location or the owner; the subject can spfctthe verb 
without changing the sense us, m7. 2 to overcharge someone uk 
1977. 3 to rape someone US, rear 

rip-off adjective i in an imitative le, espe II ith the intention 

to exploit a commerc nil advantage Australia, 1973. 2 exploitative; 
cheatih|US 1975 

rip-off artist noun a swindler; a thief uk isffs 

ripped adjective 1 drunk o- drug-’nloxicated us, rm. 2 muscular; 

lacking body fat; well-sculpted us 1984 
ripped out of your tits adjective very drunk uk 2002 
ripped to the tits adjective verysfltcliik us. m3 
ripper noun 1 a very unattractive (young) woman Variant 'old ripper' 
uk 2003. 2an amphetamine or other central nervous system stimu¬ 
lant us, 1986. 3 a skilled skateboardei us m 1. 4 a skilled scooter-rider 
uk 2000. s in pinball, a ball that is forcefully hit into play us 1977 
ripper adjective 4 

ripper! used for expressing strong approval Australia, jssz 
ripping adjective 1 excellent uk u-u. 2 very angry us. i 9 ss 
ripping iron noun a jacket sift utp the back Barbados, ms 







rip-rap | roadie's screwdriver 


542 


rip-rap noun loose, crushed stone used to form embankments us, 


riproodling adjective excellent A rare variant of 'rip-roaring' us. 1954 
rips noun ► do rips to jfMiise marijuana us. m? 
rip, shit or bust verb wholeheartedly into a task 

without fear of the consequerices m wZealand, 1999 
rip-snorter noun a remarkable person; an exceptional thing us, m2 
rip track noun on the railways, a hospital us, 1 977 
Rip Van Winkle verb to urinate. Rhyming slang for tinkle or 
sprinkle, formed from the eponymous character in an 1820 story 
by Washington irvfngrUK, 1992 
rise noun art erection us 1998 


rise verb ► rise to the occasion to achieve an,i#|ffion whemifiih 
moment requires it, A punning application Of a renwentiarrat 

rise and shine noun wine Rhyming slang uk 1992 
rising damp noun cramp. Rhyming slang uk, 1992 


rissole noun 1 the anus, tuphenislic lor arsehole Australia, 1971. 2 a 
Returned Servicemen's League club. From a jocular pronunciation 
of RSL as a vowelless word, punning on 'rissole' (a meat patty) 
Australia, uses ► like a rissole 

tacked onto the farewell expressions 'catch you round' and 'see 
you round' f®r«li%6n 'round' (circular), the shape of a'fissbfe' 

ritual spirit noun MDMA t 1 n 1 Im est known as 

ritzy adjective clas , I h 1 1. 11“ After the Rltz luxury hotels 

In New York, London and Paris us, 1920 

Riv; Rivie; Rivie hog noun 1 11 I f iera ir us, mo 

river noun in a hand of poker, the final card received by a player u/c 

► across the river dead us, 1949. ► up the river; upriver 


riverina noun hillin hence F . 11 lg for deaner 

AUSTMUA. T 943 

river job noun 1 result ettin in en 1 n 11 loss So great is 
ifie ToSs that the bettor thinks of jumping in a river M^ialia. ra® 
River Lea noun tea, especially a poor quality cup of tea. Rhyming 
slang, formed Oft one of London's rivers uk, isss 
River Nile noun a smile Rhyming slang uk 1992 
River Ouse; river ooze; the river noun strong drink,. Rhyming 
slang for booze uk mo 

river rat noun a river-rafting enthusiast us, 1997 

River Tyne noun 

formed on a major river hi die northeast of England uk 1992 
Riviera; Riviera of the south nickname any place in Antarctica 
perceived to be s ightly warmer than the rest of fhe continent 
especially the Antarctic Peninsula or Davis station Antarctica, ra® 
rivvel noun amc noodle soup. 

Like another Lunenburg County word, 'roovled' this word is prob¬ 
ably a derivative of the German word runzelft (wrinkled) Canada, 


Rizla noun a cigarette rolling paper A brand name that acquired a 
generic meaning uk m6 

RJR noun inexpensive cigarette tobacco given free to prisoners. An 
abbreviation of R J Reynolds, a major tobacco eompafif us, -mo 


roach verb 1 ft i in A im mi ii 11 i irette t 2 to have sex 
with someone's spouse or lover; to cuckold someone Bahamas, 1982. 
3 in computing, to destroy a program us 1 991 
roacha noun marijuana uk 2003 

roach and dace noun the face. Rhyming slang. A less common vari- 

roach bender noun ome ne I" noke n rijuana An elabor¬ 
ation of the noun and verb senses of roach us, m2 
roach clip noun 1 device, improvise! >r manu tured, designed to 
hold the butt of a (marijuana) cigarette and make smoking the 
final 1 portion possible us. 1x7 

roach coach noun 1 a dustcart uk mi. 2 a catering truck. The 
reduplicative suggestion is of a lack of hygiene that attracts 
cockroaches us, ms 

Roachdale College nickname an 'alternative' institution within the 
University of Toronto, officially named Rochdale College. Founded 
in the 1960s, this irreverent nickname captured the flavour of the 
.spirit of the place. Its history is memorialised in an exhibit which 
inel’ucfes memoirs of drug use, a Cjji-Canrrabis flag and other 
'COUntertGyltui&l 1 Ephemera' Canada, 19& 
roached adjective 111 der A ini uence 0 F hypm>1™ (flunitrazepam), 
popularly known as the 'date-rape drug'. From the name of the 
manufacturer, Hoffman-La Roche us, 199 6 
roach haven noun a lx ml 11 1 II in 1 I iene 
roach killers noun pointed shO® ; S^.&»; 

roach motel noun a used c 11 A liptha target customers with 
poor creditt/s, rssz 

roach wagon noun a catering truck US, ra® 
roachy noun the penis Bahamas, rasz 
road noun ihe realities of contemporary urban existence. A 
refinement of street uk cue. ► the road in Roller Derby, 
anywhere outside the nine San I rancisco Bay Area counties, the 
home of the game us, raw. ► up the road committed for trial 
before a judge and jury uk. isr 

road verb to ride a bicycle on the road in a large Canadian p|j( 

CANADA, 2SM 

road agent noun a highway patrolman or state police officer. Biker 
IfS otorcyle); usage us, 2003 

road apple noun 1 2 a touring 

performer uS/JSSf 

roadblock dance noun an unofficial street party ok im 
road burn noun in liu mu urr indir he Grateful Dead, the 
deteriorated grooming and personal hygiene that serve as physical 
iaanifetaiissns of a long.four following the band m, 1994 
road dognoun 1 1 1 -'m im isefriend 2 in sports 

betting, a team picked as the underdog playing away from home 
m 1989 

road dope noun ; drug's use by 

long-distance drivers uk. 2003 
road engineer noun a ong-haul truck driver us, m3 
road fac enoun 1 ... 11 n< gn femotion trinidad 

ANDim$Ga: zm 

road game noun a criminal's fieJd .ofPKbefftlf'®. 
road head noun ral 1 1 I hile driving us, 2001 

road helper noun an amphetamine or other central nervous system 
Simulant us. ms 


R 'n' R noun rock' rn ' roll An initialism uk 1999 
roach noun 1 a r 2 t of a marijuana 

cigarette I he variant 'roche' also ex'sls ( is. race. 3 a still-lit and 
smokeable cigarette end. From the previous sense uk 1996. 

4 Rohypnol™ (flunitrazepam), popularly known as the 'date-rape 
drug'. From the manufacturer, Hoffman-La Roche. The variant 
'roachie' also exists us. 1995. s ,1. police officer. A disliked insect 
found nearly everywhere us, ram. 6 an unpopular girl us, 1959. 7 in 
new car salesySvfead credit rfsicte. 19® 


roadie noun 1 a vho is respon¬ 

sible for setting up and dismantling the band's equipment while 
on tour uk ms. 2 among mountain-bikers, a derogatory term for a 
cyclist who only rides on paved surfaces us, 1996. 3 a final drink 
before Staffing a road journey. From 'one for the road' Australia, 
1996. 4 a can or bott e 01 beer drunk while driving Also used as a 
measure of distance, as ah it’s a three roafiliSfip' Australia, 19% 
roadie's screwdriver noun a hammer o- any blunt instrument 
,us§d fo strike something that is nbt working uk ms 
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road kill | Rock 


road kill noun literally, an animal or bird carcass on the side of the 
road; figutsftively, an unattrac-tl# mess us im 
road louse noun ,et work in the 

major metropolitan dance halls us, iws 
road map noun i multiple facial lacerations us, ms. 2 In craps, the 
dice placed before the shooter with the point needed to win face 
up us 1983 . 3 a peace plan Origina v, and especially, applied to the 
Israel - Palestine conflict US. 2002 
road pizza noun an animal can ; on the road \nada,i 987 
road rage noun 1 In 1 1 nt reaction t the frustrations of 

«|ffic hindrances and the discourtesies of other road users us im 
road rash noun 1 raj I I 1 11 I 1 ut kin earned in falls 
while skateboarding or engaging in activity on the road us, m 
2 scraped, bruised and/or cut skin earned by moped riders in road 
Scidents us; $eis$ 
road rocket; rocket noun 

road soda noun alcohol drunk in a car on the way to a party or 
q3no@rty$,sw 

road stake noun enough money to get someone to their next job 

•:% m. 

roadster noun a tramp US im 
road talk noun gossip, atfirtlour Bahamas, m 
road tar noun coffee, especially strong and bitter coffee us 1976 
road trouble noun \ eet, usually 

between a pimp and prostitute d f 
roam noun ► on the roam awaysfiiti home us. wt 
roarer noun In horse racing, a horse that coughes loudly while 
galloping ts; mr 

roaring forties nickname the latitudes between 40 and 49 degrees 
south. Strong winds from the west produce choppy ocean con- 

n||lOm ANTARCTICA. 1897 

roaring game noun the sport of curling Canada. 2002 
roaring twenty noun a type of amphetamine tablet uk ms 
roar up verb (of a male) to have sex UK ms 
roast noun a person killed by ijfte us, 1976 
roast verb 1 (froi n an act! 1 11 111 e with someone 

uk ; 20)2. 2 to criticise someone or something severely; to be 
mercrlessiy'disparaging ofspfhepne or somethij®jo denounce 
someone uk m2. 3 to earn money after hours, especia ly when 
doing so with some degree of dishonesty SArna, 1990 
roast beef noun the teeth. Rhyming slang uk, 1992 
roast beef verb in the used 1 I isine 1 1 e t a higher trade- 

in value to the dealer mWiageitient than will be approved, giving 
tjig salesman who does so a cushionjpPM&the value he 
expects wilt be approved d. iid 

roasted adjective drunk or cnug-iuloxicated US, 1989 

roastie noun 1 a roast potato uk 2001. 2 a traditional English roast 

•(^ifiiheroK, 2002 


roasting adjective 1 of an ambient temperature, very hot UK mu. 

2 anxious; unhappy uk m, 

roast pork; roast noun a fork. Rhyming slang uk 1992 
roast pork; roast verb to talk. Rhyming slang uk mi 
roast potato; roastie noun 
rob noun ► on the rob engaged in thievery uk ism 
rob verb to steal ► rob the 

cradle to be 10m nntu ill in 1 il 1 in person us, ms. 

► we wuz robbed; we woz robbed used as an excuse for 
losing; As a jocular exclamation rSpljs a fine example of 'many a 
true word spoken in jest'; widely used (with serious intent) as an 
indignant cliche. Apparently coined in 1932 by boxing manager 
JofJacobs when his client Max Schmellng, lost the world 
heavyweight title as the result of a controversial split-decision us. 

robber talk noun 


robe noun in circus and carnival usage, a judge in criminal court us 

Roberta Flack noun I mi il fr m empl nent Rhyming slang for 
sack, formed from the rtapae of tJte’US singer (b 1939) uk 1998 
Robert E. Lee noun 1 |i 1 L w hyming long, formed on 
the name of the Confederate army general (1807-70) uk. mi. 

2 the knee. Sometimes abbreviated to 'Robert E ’ or the simple 
'Robert' uk 1992. 3 urine; an act of urination. Rhyming slang for pee 

Robert's your father's brother 1 I 11 ill light. A humorous 
variation of bob's your uncle uk 1994 

Robert's your mother's brother everything's all right A 
humorous variation of bob's your uncle uk 1999 
Robin Hood noun 'li "i "Im 1 igarette Rhyming 
slang, formed on the name of the legendary hero of Sherwood 
forest uk 1992 

Robin Hood adjective ed on the name of 

'fie. legendary hero of Sherwood Forest UKcisi;’ 

Robin Hoods noun merchandise, goods. Rhyming slang UK 1992 
robin run noun first flow of the 

maple tree sap, which is especially sweet Canada, 1995 

Robinson Crusoe verb t< > d < I.. I ng formed from the 

eponymous hero iff Daniel Defoe's 1719 book uk mo 
rob my pal noun a girl. Rhyming slang for gal uk i 960 
robonoun dextromethorphan (DXM), an active ingredient in non-pre- 
scription cold and cough medication, often abused for non- 
.medicinalpttfpQseifA, 2003 

robo verb to drink Robitussin™ (a branded cough medicine with 
codeine) us. is# 

robodose verb 1 In 1 h ru( 11 1 11 nal purposes. 
Effort! the name of the most popular syrup of abuse, Robitussen™ 


robotard noun 1 j er n h ibuse 11 n-medicinal purposes 
non-prescription medication containing dextromethorphan (DXM). 
'5f$om the branded cough syrup, R#itusseaW.ys n s 
robotrip verb to abuse 11 mu limn ir; - non-prescription 
medication containing dextromethorph; n (DXM) From the 
branded cough syrup, Robitussin™ us. 2003 
ROC noun the rest of Canada, i.e. all of Canada except Quebec 

roca noun 1 MDk as ecstasy uk 

2003. 2 crack cocaine Corrupted Spanish-English (or 'rock' us 1994 
Roche; La Roche; rochie noun Rohypnol IM (flunitrazepam), 
popularly known as the 'date-rape drug'. Because Roche 
iPbarmaceuticals markets the Rohypnol™ sleeping pi’ll is, 2004 
rock noun 1 a rh 1111 in 1-' (u ill mplified music that 
provides the umbrella for any number of music genres. Originally 
abbreviated from rock 'n' roll, ijfj fjne US it has continued in use 
for all forms of driving, rhythmic music. Meanwhile, in the UK 
early variant forms were called 'beat' or pop; not unfSifte mid- 
1960s was 'rock' used as a tlftefor some contemporary music*^ 1 
•|Sen only applied to the more serious music that derived from 
rock 'n' roll us, 1957. 2 a diamond us, ism. 3 cocaine us. 1973. 4 crack 
eosajnfc Describes the crystalline lumps Of purified cocaine vs 
ms. 5 a pool ball us, 1990 6 in the usage oi youthful model road 
racers (slot car racers), a slow car ( is, 1 w. 7 a solid, reliable, 
dependable fellow prisoner us. 1976. 8 in prison, a predatory homo¬ 
sexual us 1 9 10 a dollar us 

1950. 11 a packel of brand name manufactured cigarettes, used as a 
basic medium of e hange in pri n 12 a crystal tuning 

device used in a citizens’ band transceiver us, m 
Rock nickname ► the Rock i Gibraltar. Fcorn Gibraltar's main 
feature uk i 829. 2 the Alcatraz federal penitentiary, located in San 
Francisco bay us mo. 3 Rocky Marciano (1923-69), the only 
undefeated heavyweight champion in boxing history us 1975, 

4 Guam. A nickname used by 1JS military pilots during the 
Vietnamese war us 1990. s Riker s s and jail, New York us ms. 6the 
island of Newfoundland. Thgifem,.almost universal in use in 
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both Newfoundland and the rest of Canada, derivestRst*the 
stony soil of the island Canada, 2001 
rock verb 1 to have sex us 1922. 2 to excel us, 1996. 3 to excite 
someone us, ms. 4 to work uk, 2001. 5 lo prepare crack cocaine 
from powdered cocaine us 1995. 6 to distress someone; to disturb 
someone; to startle someone us; 1940. ► rock ass to produce rock 
music that inspire:, a vigo ous audience response. On the model 
of kick ass 1 ► rock the boat to 

upset the status quo; to make difficulties; to cause trouble ok mu 
► rock the clock in the used n usin pin the odometer 
► rock the groove (of hip-hop 
music or musicians) to give pleasure uk ms 
rock adjective hard uk. 2001 

rockabilly noun a mid-1950s US fashion; a late 1970s British youth 
fashion and music genre identified as an exaggeration of hillbilly 
■aoufitty and western style. % fiflisiofi of rock 'n' roll and ■‘hittelly’ 

US, 1993 

rock and boulder noun the shoulder. Rhyming slang ox, 1931 
rock and roll noun used of an automatic or semi-automatic 
weapon, full automatic fire 

rock and roll; rock 'W roll verb s torm the task at 

.Wljf <2S 1990 

rock ape noun 1 a black pei 2 a lout or 

rkieoligan aus isffiA, im 

rock attack noun crack cocaine. An elaboration of rock, uk, 2003 
rock bud noun | 1 ul hi of marijuana ik, 2003 

rock cake noun a mill ret ill il ning lang for'stake 1 ; or 
possibly a dismissive comparison to an article of little value uk mi 

rock candy noun diamonds 

rockchopper noun 1 nan il 1 1 derogatory term originating 

amongst Protestants In ear iei use (1908, Australian Natural 
Dictionary) used of a 'navvy' (i.e. one who breaks up rock), and 
thus in origin probably a slur labelling .all. Australian Catholics 
descendants of Irish Catholic convicts Australia, mi 
rock college noun prison new Zealand, ms 
rock crusher noun n poker, a hand that is certain to win us ms 
rockdance noun walking barefoot over a rocky surface to retrieve a 
surfboard us. 1963 

rocked out adjective under h influencr 1 1 k cocaine us mi 
rocker noun 1 any of the several curved stripes below the three 
chevrons on the fiflghiaof a sergeant in the US Armycdr Marine 
Corps us, 1944. 2 a curved patch designating a motorcyle gang or 
|$e gang-member’s home city or country, worn as part oftne 
3 

1960s youth,cult that is characterised by the use of motorcycles 
and leathers, and chiefly remembered as the opposite to Mod uk, 
mu 4a non-surfer who associates with surfers and poses as a 
surfer Australia, /w. 5 a rock musician/singer uk 2003. 6 a song, or 
instrumental exhrbrtihgtfte-rhythmic characteristics of rock 'n' 
roll uk 1975. 7the convex curvature of the bottom of a surfboard 
US. 1965. ► off your rocker crazy uk tmi 
rocker; rokker rera | ik Roman to Ik. Engl 1 gyp use 
from Romany roker (to speak) UK 2000 
rocket noun 1 a r 2 ,/podermic needle 

and syringe us, m 3 a bullet s ■■ . 4 an Oldsmobile V-8 engine 
us, i satamf 1 From the shape >see: road rocket 
rocket alley nickname Phuoc 3'rh. 5or.Ur Vielnan I he nickname 
came from hie frequent Viel Cong rocket attacks os, 1990 
rocket burns noun faecal stains in the underwear or on a toilet bowl 
CANADA, 2002 

rocket cap noun a dome-shaped cap on a vial in which crack 
•poc&'ne is sold us, tm 

Rocket City nickname Tay Ninh, South Vietnam; Lai Khe, South 
Vietnam us, m3 

rocket fuel noun 1 11 1 lidine, the re ea nal drug known as 
PCP or angel dust us 197 . 2 a combination of assorted alcoholic 
beverages nbh/Mland^ m? 


rocket man noun 1 1 1 h -II ringe < drug addicts. Illegal 

in the US, but profitable us, 1989 

rocket ripple noun a barrage of 144 rockets fired from a small cart, 
fkjjjein war tii$^e;t^.»57 

rocket science noun any difficult, demanding task us, 1997 
rocket stains noun : underwear or on a toilet 

bOWl CANADA , 2002 

rock fiend noun 1 rock (crack cocaine) 


Rockford Files noun haer rrh 1 f nin langfor piles', 
ffermed from-The fpsyof a US television series,. 1975 87 uk 2003 
rock hard noun amyl or butyl nitrite Reflects male use as a sex-aid; 

possibly derives from a brand name« ms 
rockhead noun 1 a crack cocaine addict us, mi. 2 a dim-witted 
peficsn 

rock-hog noun in mining, a tunneller or driller Canada, 1954 
rockhopper noun in in erwhofish 1 m 1 1 il rocks Australia. 


rock hound noun 

focuses on the earth’s surface us, 1954 
rock house noun a premises used for fhe sale and consumption of 
crack aXgm&us'm 

rocking chair noun 1 retirement with a pension us, 1945. 2 in a group 
of trucks travelling together, the truck in the middle os, 1976 

rocking chair money noun e or Old Age 

Security Canada. 1959 

rocking horse noun nt, garnish or 

impudence. 4 £p$|fslang uc 1979 

Rock Jaw nickname etnam US, 1990 

rock jockey noun in the language of paragliding, the pilot of a hang 

rockman noun a dealer in crack cocaine US, 19S9 
rock med noun med il treatment tar II rock'n roll concert 
goers us, 1994 

rock 'n' roll noun 1 

umbrella for most simply rhythmic music produced since the 
1950s. The etymology is laden with sexual overtones, thus 'My 
Man Rocks Me With One Steady Roll', sung by blues singer Trixie 
Smith in 1924, and a song entitled “Rock and Rpols recorded in 
1934, It is not until 1954 that the music how recognised as 'rock 
'n' roll' is given its identity; coinage is generally credited tO-US disc? 
jockey Alan Freed ox 1924. 2,1 hole Rhyming slang, used practically 
3 

office from, which it is administrated. Rhyrriing slang for the dole 


rock 'n' roll! used 1 1 I 1 .rred exclamation of dismissal 


rock of ages; rocks noun wages. Rhyming slang 
rock of Gibraltar noun in shuffleboard, a disc that is well hidden 
and guarded us, 1967 

rock-on noun an erection A variation of hard-on (an erection) uk 1999 
rock on the chest; rock on the box noun -SittcosSUS, ask 
rockpile noun any prised j6?t3 us, 1984 
rocks noun i salt us, mu 2 money us, mu. 3 dominoes os, 1959. 

4 jewels; pearls. I rom the US sense (diamonds) da 1937. 5 the 
testicles us, 194s. 6 courage us 19 77 >see: almond rocks, mint 
rocks ► get your rocks off 1 2 to be satis 

fed with or excited about something I igurative application of the 
sense 'to ejaculate' us ms. ► on the rocks 1 used of a drink, 
served ovei 2 ► shoot your 

rocks to ejaculate us, ms. ► the rocks a confidence swindle 
involving-fake diamonds us, ism 
rock slinger noun l-i raci line us, m3 
rocks of hell noun , 11 ,1 line. An elaboration of rocki 
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rock solvent | roller 


rock solvent noun in caving and pot-holing, any explosive. This is 
slahg with euphemistic purpose: when communicating by 
telephone. e-mail, etc. it is thought itlattasetd Stage words like- 
'explosive' uk, 2m 

rockspider noun 1 an Afrikaner. Derogatory. Sometimes shortened to 
'spider' south Africa, 1970. 2 a child molester Originally in prison 
use, titit now part of general slang Australia, im 
rock star noun 1 a crack cocaine dealer us, ms. 2 a woman who 
engages in sex for payment in crack cocaine or money td.bi^' 
crack cocaine; a prostitute addicted to crack cocaine us, 1993 

rock starring noun rn .. ngsex ith i partner in exchange 

for a payment of crack cocaine uk, 2002 
rock whore noun 1 man hi ill 1 1 I e > crack cocaine os, 

rock wing noun in 1 I- 1111 fpara I u the pilot of a hang 
glidfefys, 1992 

rocky noun 1 hash h Pi"' II rom 1 ... into generic uk 

1999. 2 crack cocaine uk 1 99s 

Rocky noun Coo ed with 'pure 

Rocky Kiduhtaln spring water' us 1957 
rocky black; rocky noun a type of marijuana uk 1996 
rocky hash noun a type of marijuana uk 1997 
Rocky III noun ck, using the title 

of a 1982 film uk 1998 

Rocky Mountain deadshot noun griddle cakes; 

flapjacks Canada, re® 

Rocky Mountain Kool Aid noun Coors™ beer. Once available f§§||:' 

in Colorado, where it Is brewed us, 1977 
Rocky Mountain oyster noun an animal testicle, usually that of a 
steer formerly known as a bull, prepared for eating as a regional 

rocy noun any variety of hashish from Morocco uk 2003 
rod noun 1 ' 2 

jpStol A perfect example for those who like to ascribe phallic 
symbolism lo the tools ol man's aggression us 1903. 3 a hired 
gunman us nut. 4 a car modified for speed 01 looks; a hot rod us 
1945. sthe draw-rod underneath a 1.1 way goods wagon us 19m. 

► had the rod wrecked;-tvtold. Variant of have had the dick 

AUSTRALIA, 1975 

rodadio noun a radio trucker embellishment os, 197s 
rodda noun a Cadillac El Detafijcartft 
rodded up adjective armed with a handgun or handguns os, 1950 
rodder noun a hot rod enthusiast 

rodeo fuck noun man and 

woman; the man enters thetiSjrnan from behind, insults her 
You're almost as good as your stef for .exampie) and then hdJ$| 
on. A term heard mostly in jokes u$,-2(m 
Rodino noun the US during 

an imnSjMion amnesty period: irv. the late 1980s. After 
Congressman peter Rodino, sgobsor of the legislation that made 
■ iSe amnesty possible os, r 993 

Rodney boater noun 1 h it-d I 1 ho do not care for the 
upkeep of the boat-home uk resz 
rod out verb i ii ill high perfi mar e equipment in a car's 
engine us, 1994 

Rods; Rod's nickname Harrod's, a department store in Kmghtsbridge, 
London. An abbfeviatiph that seems to be a dtrriffnjtive Upper- 
'tsfessxsociety use ok im 

Rod the Bod; Rod the Mod nickname rock singer Rod Stewart us 


rod walloper nou/ rod (the penis) 

with a variation of 'beater' Australia, n71 
rod-walloping noun nil 11 1 111 ii ion Australia. 1971 


roger verb 1 from a male perspe 111 From its, now 

obsolete, use as a slang term for 'the penis' uk 1711. 2 to 
acknowledge receipt of a message us 2001 
roger! used for expr in 1 mi Firmation 'R' or 'roger' 
SfgrtifT$d that a message or command had been received us, mi 
roger dodger; roger dodge; roger D; roger splodge yes; 

affirmative. Variations of rogeri (yes) os, rez6 
Roger Hunt noun 1 untin II ense h nin ling formed, for 
no apparent reason other than the rhyme, from the name of a 
Liverpool and England footballer uk ms 
rogering noun from a male pe ective, sexual intercourse. From the 
verb roger (to have sex) uk im 
Roger ramjet noun any speeding and reckleSJ driver us. im 
rogue noun 1 a horse that is difficult to I landle Australia. 1947. 2 in 
surfing, a wave that appears without warning os, 1977 
rogue verb to take something without permission us 1984 
rogue adjective strange; threatening us. 2003 
rogue's badge noun 1 hor 1 11 blinker 1 illy worn by 
horses that do not behave well, hence the label of 'rogue' us 1947 
rogue's gallery noun a collection of photographs of criminals us, 1859 
roidhead noun 1 h 1 itual user I eroid An abbreviation of 'steroid' 
combined with -head (a user)«c, mi 
roid rage; 'raid rage noun violently ilkcirpcic-d behaviour resulting 
from excessive steroid use. An abbreviation of 'steroid', playing on 

raids noun anabolic steroids us re® 

rajas noun Malbor igarett 1 1 1 for red which is the 

colour of the packaging os, 1990 

rojito no, 1 ' 1 nervous system depressant, especially 

Seconal™. From the Spanish'for little red tte* us 1971 
rojonoun dextromethorphan (DXM), an active ingredient in non-pre- 
scription cold and cough medication, often abused for non- 
medicinal purposes. Spanish .for 'red', whiefyithe colour of the 
Cpugh syrup us. 2m 

rojo flow noun the bleed period of the menstrual cycle. A use of the 
Spanish word rojo .(red) us. 2001 
roko noun a riot, protest or demonstration India. 2003 
rolf verb tO Vomit US, 1982 

roll noun 1 an act of sexual intercour t Ar 1 >bre iation of roll in 
the hay us. 1962. 2 a roll of money us, n;. 3 a single cigarette or 
marijuana cigarette Fiji, 1993. 4 MDMA, the recreational drug best 
known as ecstasy uk 2003. s ten barbiturate capsules sold as a unit 
us, 1973. 6 a double-breasted suit us, rez 0. ► on a roll enjoying 
continuing success VS >sm 

roll verb 1 to rob someone, especially with force and especially 
someone bemused with drink 1 is is . 2 to avoid paying a bill for 
services provided by an establishment such as a hotel or 
restaurant us, 1977. 3 to betray friends by changing sides; to inform 
on someone. A variation of roll over us iw. 4 to leave us. m2. 

5 to arrive on the scene Australia mi. 6 10 ride in a car us, ism. 

7 (used of a woman) in wa k with .1 ro ling motion of the pelvis 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. i"z . 8 T pMStiD 1.0 open a Cell US. 1976. 9 tO 
take MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy us. 2001. 

► roll bones to play dice us ► roll in on someone to 
attack someone us. 21m. ► roll it back to decelerate a 
motorcycle; to close the throttle-twist grip uk 1979. ► roll on let it 
proceed or happen swift y. Often used in an imperative or 
exclamatory manner uk not. ► roll the dice to take a chance on 
something us. m2. ► roll the drums in betting, to double the 
bet n effect us. rm. ► roll your own to reload your own 
arnfatmitian us resz 

roll deep verb to go somewhere with a large group of friends; to 
have a la® grou p of friends us. ism. 
roller noun 1 a police officer us. v-ka. 2 a robber who relies on brute 
force us 1975. 3 a prostitute I kes a client money without 
delivering a service I torn roll (to rob someone) uk 1996. 4a Rolls 
Royce car uk 1975. 5 in the car sa es business, a car that can be 
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driven home the same day it is bought us ««,. 6 a car that is 
being driven us mo. 7 a machine used to start (he engine of a 
drag racer by spinning the rear wheels while the driver turns on 
the ignition us, 1970. 8 a wave us, 1988. 9 a vein lhat tends to roll 
away from a needle us, 1970. 10 a bowler us, 1953. 11 a tablet of 
MDMA, the recreational drug best known re, ecstasy us, 2002. 12 a 
-'Sfot dog us. wt 

roller-rings noun thijffofe.'t/s, war 

rollers noun dice with rounded edges. A roller may be intentionally 
crafted or not; a naturally oeaifringroller makes a cohtfolteil shot 
by a cheat difficult us, 1950 

rollerskate; skate noun a small car uk 1951 
roll for the bowl noun toifft paper us, 1991 
rollicking noun 1 1 1 1 1 h 1 11 ir 1 

BOLLOCKING UK, 1938 

rollie noun ia bin 11 Ml igarette - 2 a marijuana ciga¬ 

rette. A variation of the previous sense uk 1999. 3 a tablet of 
Rolypnol™, Sittanl name for flurjiti^epart; s'ssdatfye Mr-Ww® 

rollies noun loos 1 III 11 1 In 1 rrettes. Prison 

rolling adjective^ very rich. Variants include 'ro ing in it' and 'rolling 
in money' ijk 1/82. 2 under the influence of MDMA, the rec- 
reatfobal drug best known as ecstasy us, 1996 

rolling bones noun dice us, is® 

rolling hot! 

announce that a strafing attack was about to begin us. 1990 
rolling lighthouse noun in trucking, a tractor and trailer 
embellished with many extra running lights us, it/i 
rollings noun loose cigarette tobacco us. im 
roll in the hay noun an act of sexual intercourse us, ms 
roll me in the gutter; roll me noun butter. Rhyming slang uk 192s 
rollocks noun th bollocks. The reduced 

form Of JIMMY ROLLOCKS, JOHNNY ROLLOCKS and TOMMY ROLLOCKS UK 


roll-on noun I , 1 |, I f 1 IN || III , I L 1 , 1 il il'm r-i-l 

slang south africa, 2003 

roll on verb to travel; to go. Wheeled transport is probably implied 

tS-aoSi 

roll-on, roll-off noun a used 1 netime 1 I 1 car imported for 

sale TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 2002 

rollout noun In handball, a ball hit off the front wall so low that the 
ball does not bounce off the floor us isz 
roll out verb to leave us, 1997 
rollover noun an informant V&Mxr 

roll over verb to turn against ot inform against someone Australia, 
Rolls noun a Rolls-Royce car us. ms 

Rolls Royce noun the voice, especially a good singing voice. 
Rhyming slahgyfc im 

roll-up noun i nage uk i9so. 2 a 

type of bet where die amount won on one event becomes the 
stake fotlbe next event Better known as an 'accumulator' uk 2001 
roll up verb 1 to arrive Australia, 1920. 2 to roll a marijuana cigarette 

roily noun a match Rhyming slang, from Roily Hatch, a prominent 
and popular horse racing figure in Hew Zealand and later Australia 

AUSTRALIA, 1989 

roll-your-own noun 

roly noun a hand-rolledCigarette. From roll-up uk, 2002 
roly-poly adjective overweight IM ?§» 

Roman candle noun 1 in homosexual usage, the penis of an Italian 
or Italian-Ameiican 2 in it I 1 u_ t poorly loaded 

cartridge that produces a spray of red sparks when detonated us, 


19.57. 3 a burst of tracer bullets US, »6 2. 4 a sandal. Rhyming slang, 
formed from a firework uk, 1992 

Roman culture noun group sex US 19& 

Roman engagement noun in homosexual usage, anal sex with a 
woman us, 1987 

Roman fingers noun the h ng over a girl's 

body NEW ZEALAND, 1984 

Roman roulette noun birth control by the rhythm method. A vari¬ 
ation Of VATICAN ROULETTE UK 1969 

romantic ballad noun 199s 

rom-comnoun 1 1 I I 1 li 1 11 1 that has insinuated 

tself into mainstream consciousness uk 2002 

romo noun 1 1 I rofth I nanti uth fashion of the 
early 19f&«;.M» 

romp noun in horse racing, an easy victory us, 1976 

romp verb 1 to excite, to excel; to be lively us ns,. 2 to win easily. 
Also as 'romp home' UK 1881 

rompered noun severely beaten. Derives from 'romper room'; used 
by the British military in Northern Ireland to describe a brand of 
justice dispensed by illegal kangaroo courts uk northern Ireland, 


rompums noun marijuana uk 2003 

Romulan noun i marijuana. A 

Stdr Trek fiispi red term Canada, 2002 
ron noun a homosexual Mafia don us, 2002 
Ronan Keating noun a beating. Rhyming slang, formed from the 
name of the popular Irish singer (b.1977) uk 20m 
ronies noun pepperoni us, 1996 

Ronnie Biggs noun lodgings. Rhyming slang for digs, formed from 
the name of the 'Great Train Robber' (1929-2005) uk 1992 
Ronnie RayGun nickname Ronald Reagan (1911 -2004), US President 
1981 -89. A neat pun that refers particularly to Reagan's 'Star 
Wars' initiative «, 2000 

ronson noun 1 a ponce, a man who lives on the earnings of a 
prostitute. Very imperfect rf|yij»ng slang, apparently adopted 
under the influence Of high-powered advertising for the branded 
cigarette lighters uk raw. 2 a despised 01 unpleasant person. 
Rh'ymjngtS.feng, formed on a very weak rhyme for ponce uk, i960 
roo noun li 2 an 

apprentice sfotjon hand working on, and learning how to manage, 
a cattle or sheep Station. An abbreviation of 'jackaroo' Australia, 


-roo suffix used as an meaningless, affected embellishment ofa noun 

roo bar noun a metal grille attached to the front ofa vehicle as 
protection from, kangaroos when driving in the' Country ASJSrnMM, 


roodle adjective takes have 

beenitempdrarily raise its; 1947 

roody-poo noun someone who is ignorant or unsophisticated us 1999 
roody-poo adjective second-rate;-sha|0w us, 1998 
roof noun the flight deck of an aircraft carrier 1 % ms. ► on the 
roof paid for by the management ol the establishment. A vari- 

-Mm Of ON THE HOUSE UK 2002 

roof verb to breal ii building I ugh the roof us, 1972 
roofer noun F hypnol IM lunitrazej n), [ pularly known as the 
'date-rape drug' us, 1997 

roofies; ruffles; roples noun thei’l^foattonfijCiug Rohypnol™ 
punitrazdpam] us 1997 

roof monkey noun 1 ml- 1 nj urna h hen on location, 
relies on satellite communication for incoming information which 
is then included in that journalist's report uk 200s 
roof-sniffing noun t of moving on 

your back along a Small, water-filled passage with only sufficient 
ai r-sjfejsd for the eyes and nose uk 2004 
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rook | Rose Marie 


rook noun a beginner An abbreviation of rookie us, ms 
rook verb to cheat someone; to swindle someone; to defraud 
someone uK,.rm 

rookety adject , 

rookie noun i a 1 1 recruit, espe II i ne e uit in the army or 
police. Probably a perversion of 're 2 

sport a player in his or her first year with a particular team. From 
the wider sense as a 'recruit' us. 1913. 3 a college freshman us. 1979 
rooly; roolly adverb really Repre iting pronunciation of young 
children, though also used to represent supposed uneducated 
speech Australia, m 

room noun 1 in prison, a cell ; ik, 199 6 2 a bar or cocktail lounge us 
roomdawg noun a person who shares your room, apartment or 
roomdog noun a roommate us 7996 

roomie noun 1 a roommate 1 is, ms. 2 a prison cellmate us, m 2 
room-rifler noun a thief who steals from hotel rooms us net 


Indian hemp which may well expEjfSthe, origins of this usage; f 8 fo 
likely that the sense as 'a marijuana cigarette 1 is influenced by 
appearance us, m. 2 Rohypnol M (flunitrazepam), popularly known 
as the 'date-rape drug’ us, 199 5. 3 a vein used for drug Injections uk 
1996 . 4 a thick gold chain necklace us 1989. 5 an Afrikaner 
Contemptuous, insulting; a reference to a rope that is, according 
to a 1975 informant,‘thick, coarse, twisted, hairy 1 south Africa, 1970. 

6 tOUgh talk TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1983 

rope verb i to lure someone into a swindle us urn. 2 in a card game, 
to cheat or mislead someone US, ms 

ropeable adjective I I 1 1. 

rope-a-dope noun 1 Muhammed All, 

resting against the ropes and letting his opponent exhaust himself 
with punches that Ah evaded or absorbed us, 1975. 2 a tactic of 
feigning weakness in order | 0 r:li|##appo:nent into an ill L advised 
tJSfensive From the boxing sense us 1979 
rope dope noun low grade marijuana us ms 
ropehead noun 1 r Rastafarian ith >ng matted braids Jamaica, 7987 . 
2 ,i dark-skinned person Prison usage new Zealand. 1997 


'rooms noun mushrooms us, fa69 

rooms noun a roommate us, f, 

room temperature IQ noun a very low intelligence us, mi 

room time noun 1 rm per irfing in the h 1 ing hollow of a wave 

rooney noun the penis us m 

roost noun 1 the highest rows in the highest gallery In a theatre uk, 
use. 2a residence, be it room, apartment or house us, 79-75 

roost verb to 79S3 

rooster noun 1 the buttocks us me. 2 crack cocaine us 7994. 3 a 
member of the PPli gang us, 1994 
rooster comb noun a swath of unmown hay left in the field after 
Cutting CANADA. 7 992 

rooster tail noun 

petsm moving fast through the water us, 1?$$ 
root noun 1 the penis us, mg. 2 an act of sexual intercourse Australia, 
1959. 3 a sexual partner Especially used in contexts where a 
person's sexual abilities are rated; see dud root Australia, m9. 

4 marijuana; a marijuana cigarette us, 7959. 5 an amphetamine or 
other central nervous system stimulant us, 1971. 6a kick. The 
variant 'rooter' also exists wmtp, isa 
root verb it' 2 to confound 

someone; to defeat someone Australia 7944. 3 lo give a hefty blow 
to someone < ► get rooted go away; 

piss off An analogue to ) ► root like a 

rattlesnake 1 and 

linmhib|^fonthusiasf)!Bft^^#4 19a 

root able adjective 1 II 11 A TRAL 

root around verb to be exuall romi 1 11 

rooted adjective wrecked; ruined Australia. 1944 

rooter noun a person who copulates promiscuously Australia, 1975 

root for verb i uppor meone a Tntly us am 

rootin’ tootin’ oil noun semen us isc? 
root up verb to mess something up Australia, 1992 
root ute noun a panel van or the like used for sexual encounters 
AUSTRALIA, 2000 

rooty-ma-toot noun a suit. Glasgow rhyming slang uk Scotland, ms 
roovle noun amine I > tian > ( in in A cent, a wrinkle. In 
Lunenburg County, the descendants of German soldiers offottune- 
who were awarded land by King George in the late Cl8 use 
tjnconventional, slightly altered fief-roan words in their English: 
conversation. This term is ejpst in sound to 'rivvel;'aftif thus may 
also come from 7999 

rope noun 1 marijuan hast h in irijuan igarette. Conventional 
often made from Indianttemp. Cannabis sativa, a plant 
genus that gives us marijuana, is true hemp but sometimes called 


roper noun in t nfi n I 1 federate ho identifies and 

lures the victim into the swindle Ongfrtaly used in the context of 
gambling houses, and then in confidence swindles us, im 
rophie noun F hypn jnitrazepam), [ ularl I nown as the 
'date-rape drug' us 7993 

ropy; ropey adjective ictory; unwell. 

Originally Royal Air Force use uk, 1942 
ro-ro noun 1 in pri n, a tyj In 1 1 1 11 e that makes it 

jj&sible for short-term prisoners to complete individual,modules, 

A figurative application of ro-ro (ro I on, roll off) uk 1996. 2 a Rolls 
Royce car uk. 1934 

ro-ro adjective roll on, roll off Said of a containerisation system used 
military cargo during the Vietnam'war us, 1990 

rortnoun 1 a coni I 1 1 1 I .. r dodge; a swindle. 

Also used of legitimate practices imputing that they are unfair or .a 
rip-off Australia, 7926. 2 a wild party; an unrestrained good time; a 
drunken orgy Australia me. 3 in horse or greyhound racing, a large 
and unexpected bet Australia, 1939 

rortverbitofrauduler I manipulat 1 irgan ition, system or the 
like; to rip someone off to rig an election Australia, 7979. 2 to party 
boisterously Australia, 19eo. 3 to engage in petty crime Australia. 7979 
rorter noun 1 . I 1 IT I 01 tralia 192e 
rorty adjective wild, boistefDUMUSfSTjtH 7 929 

Rory O’More; rory noun 1 the name of a 

legendary Irish rebel die earliest of three uses for the rhyme; 
however, the second sense, 'a whore' is obsolete uk 78.57. 2 a door. 
Rhyming slang, on the name of a legendary Irish rebel, This 1$ the 
only sense of the word also recorded in the US, where it is 
'sometimes misspelt Rory O'Moore UK w2 
rosa noun an amphetamine tablet us, 7994 
Rosa Maria; rosa maria noun marijuana us, ms 
roscoe noun a handgun us, t9u 

roscoeverfc to point 1 handgun 1 omeone n< order them not to 
move, us 7974 

rose noun a tabk - sulphate), a central 

nervous system stimulant us, iw 

Roseanne Barr nou;? 11 Rhymir 11 11 led from the name 

of the US acfreS, comedienne and producer (b 1952 ) uk 7998 
rosebud noun 1 the anus us ms. 2 a textbook example of a primary 
lesion us. mu 3 following le that marks 

the opening of the intestine on the abdomen us tun. 4 a potato. 
Rhyming slaftg,-te'SRUD. Sometimes shortened to 'ros e' UK 19m 
rosebud verb I pronounced uk me 

rose garden nouni 111 t 11 n li 1 nfinement cell uk ms. 2 a 
group of neurological v depressed hospital patients us ms 
Rose Marie noun 1 rosa maria uk 200:1 
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rose tree trimmer noun a person hired to clean latrines Barbados, 


rosewood noun a police nigbtstlclfl® 

rosey lee; rosie lee; rosie noun tea Rhyming slang; originally 
I ll I I it I I "II I I I 1-1 II h 
rosie noun a rubbish W.2002 

Rosie O'Grady's noun a ladies' toilet Rhyming slang, originally 
'Rosie O'Grady' (a lady) but now used only of a public conven¬ 
ience, formed from the fiWt^Ssical Sweet Rosie O'Gmdy, 1943 m, 

Rosie Palm and her five sisters; Rosie Palm; Rosie noun the 

male hand as the instrument of masturbation us. 1977 

rosiner; roziner; rozener noun a ilcoholic drink 

AUSTRALIA, 1933 

rosser noun a police officer ausoiaua, im 
Rossy Docks noun I d lymin Ian based on local 

pronunciation of Rothesay uk. Scotland, ioss 
rot noun i nonsense, rubbish In Eats, Shoots 8 Leaves, 2003, Lynne 
Truss records the following marginal note, made by a long-ago 
reader, in the 1st edition of Partridge's You Have a Point There: 
'Rot! You lazy swine Partridge' uk, im. 2 an unidentifed disease or 
malady us 1947 
rot verb tQyte terrible (JS 1& 7 

rotary adjective in circus and carnival usage, emotionally unbalanced 

US. 1981 

rot corps noun the ROTC ir Reserve fficer 1 n ing Corps, found at 
many ciDttegSSuUS 19/2 

rote; rout noun in N 1 1 he sour fthe urf on the shore, 

a ftfftffrnnan's locating device. This word, not Hong in print, 
descended orally from an Old Norse word rauta meaning 'roar'. 
The different sounds of the surf tell fishermen whose GPS has 
broken down whether they are near sand, cliff shingle of gtavfi 
beach, and fifoetr .knowledge of the coastline does the rest Canada, 


ROTF used in computer message shorthand to mean ‘rolling on the 
floor (laughing)' us. mt 

rotgut noun rny unwhol >m I hoi UK 1033 
rothe noun two In 1I1 1 il hi 11 min lang, recorded 

August 2002; possibly an ironic abbreviation of Rothschild (a 
tnftan) 1##© 

rotheo noun irded August 

2{fi8w|«^ROTHE UK. ate 

Rothman's-sign noun nicotine 1 11 1 I 1 1 1 1 diagnostic Indi¬ 

cator. An informal medica term, formed on the name of a ciga¬ 
rette manufacturer <jc 2002 

roti and rum; rum and roti noun a tactic in a political campaign in 
which voters are given food and drink to encourage their vote. 
'Rotf is an< Indian bread trinidad and tobago isw 

rotorhead noun er us 1991 

roto-rooter noun ive and probing 

tongue us. i%3 

rotted adjective drunk or drug-ihtoxicafed.iUSi ffl® 
rotten adjective 1 unpleasant uk, cm . 2 ill; depressed; worthless UK 
mi. 3 drunk Australia im. 4 used to intensify a negative quality 


rotten row noun : name given to 

' ‘tte-jft'lff l&Difeh's Hyde Park uk. 1992 
rotten squash noun brain damage us, ms 
rotter noun a despised person uk im 

rattle noun 1 a Rottweiler dog us, ns/. 2 a foul mood new Zealand, 1998 
rouf noun four, in betting, odds of 4-1 Back slang; pronounced as 
'loaf UK 1851 

rouf and a half noun 111 in I 1 )-2 In bookmaker slang 
'rouf is 4-1; here the addition of 'a half increases the odds to 416: 
- 1 or 9-2. uk mi 


rough noun turbulent seas following a storm Canada, 1979 
rough verb 1 to 1 1 meon il >rce or threat of force us, 1973. 

2 to jostle ► rough it 

to have sex al fresco. To voluntarily go without such creature 
comforts as a bed my ww. ► rough it up in poker, to bet heavily 
us. 1979. ► rough up the suspect (of a male) to masturbate us, 


rough adjective 1 unwell. Dialect us. is//. 2 good On the bad (good) 
model uk 2003. 3 excel ent; fashionable, trendy us, /%.?. 4 in lowbal 
poker, unfavourable US. m7 

rough as a badger's arse adjective ugly; unsophisticated; unwell, 
especially as a result of too much drinking cut, im 
rough as bags adjective extremely rough; unrefined, uncouth; also, 
of shabby appearance Australia, 1927 
rough as diamonds adjective polished. A play on 

ROUGH DIAMOND AUSTRALIA, 1971 

rough as guts adjective extremely rough; unrefined; uncouth 

AUSTRALIA, 1970 

rough diamond noun i mu I _» i per in ho is nevertheless 
unrefined in'fti&hjjfeis Australia. 1907 

rough end of the pineapple noun the raw end of the deal 

AUSTRALIA, 19/8 

rough-house verb I boisterous 

rough hustle noun in 111 teuri h inp li led indie The term 
does not connole any physical roughness, simply a lack of polish 

c&m ’ 

roughie nouni in un in I | i n rthing. Arthur Chipper notes, 
in The Aussie Swearer's Guide, 19 / 2 , that the term is 'Perhaps 
mostoommonlly-assigned to young tags who•atertffippdlooking! 
or too well-mannered' Australia, 1907. 2 a racehorse or greyhound 
not expected to win; ari outsider Australia, 1922. 3 a sheep with two 
seasons of wool growth Falkland islands (malvinas), 1993 
roughneck noun 1 thu i lout 1 iy pe in s is® 2 in oil 
drilling, a ski led oil field worker us. 1954. 3 or. the railways, a 
brakeman on a goods train us, me 
rough off verb to steal something using brute force US, 1985 
rough rider noun 1 thought to bring 

extra satisfaction 10 Hie female partner. West Indian and UK black 
usage Jamaica, 2002. 2 an armed guard on a vehicle us, 1991 
rough riding noun protection of a 

condom uk mi 

rough stuff noun i lenl or iisl exi il behaviour us, 1925. 

2 marijuana that contains unusable detritus us, 1972 
rough trade noun a tough, often sadistic male homosexual, 
especially as a casual sex-partner us, 1927 

rough trip noun ir another 

hallucinogen u<c m 3 

rough trot noun 1 difficult peri I tralia cm 
rough up verb t( beat r intimidate meone; to facilitate a street 
robbery with violence us, me 
roughy noun a manual labourer in a carnival us, i 9 ee 
round noun 3BAGO, 2003 

round verb to make the rounds US mi 

roundabout; rounder noun a conridional del on ihree selections uk 


round-brown noun the anus us, fsSz 

rounder nouni ly one living on 

the edges of i^iity. Originally applied to railway workers us, ms. 

2 a street criminal caim;).;. 1 w. 3 a prisoner associated with tra¬ 
ditional Italian-American organised crime us, 1992. 4a highly skilled 
•professional poker player who travels and plays less skilled players 
us. im 

rounders noun c t>see: ROUND 

THE HOUSES 
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round ey enoun i the anus; by extension, a male homosexual who 
plays the passive role in anal sex us, 1950. 2 an American or 
European. From the Southeast Asian perspective, adopted by 'US 
soldiers in Vietnam to describe ff^hselves us 19a 
round-eyed adjective American or European, Caucasian us. 1966 
round file noun a wastebasket us 

roundhead noun the circumcised penis A visual joke, probably of 
Royal Navy origin; then-psalan, or juvenile y^-2002 
roundheel noun 1 iman 1 easily talker into sexual relations. 
Boxing slang from the 192Qsftsf a poor fighter - a 'push-over' - 
applied later to wtfhsfl ef easy virtue us. 1943 
round-heeled adjective easily seduced USi tssi 

round heels noun a pr.scuous 0 exuall compliant woman. 

Derogatory ffcrrtthe anatomical notion tMt a woman with round 
heels is more easily put on her bacfcus. tm 
roundhouse noun suropponent 

side-on us. mo 

roundie; roundy noun a factory-made cigarette. Prison usage new 

ZEALAND. 1948 

round of drinks noun a small be! re alive to she bettor's wealth 
AiJSThAM, im 

round robin noun 1 a story begun by one writer and completed by 
another or multiple writers us >9 sc. 2 a wager often conditional 
bets on three selections uk 2001 

round robin shift noun a work schedule in which ihe worker rotates 
between several different.shiftsirs, im 
rounds noun an ejaculation Bahamas, m2 
round sound noun lound’ means 

nothing, but contrasts with- square us. ms 
roundtable noun eaders convened 

to discuss and decide Witt-finality pressing businessaissuesas. 1975 
round the bend; around the bend adjective mad, crazy; eccentric 
Probably a naval coinage, widespread by the mid-C20 uk. 1929 
round-the-clock noun an elabor te conditional wager on a mini- 
-gfSurii of three selections ufara 

round the houses; round me's; rounds; rounders noun trousers 
Rhyming slang on the Cockney pronunciation of 'trousers'. The 
abbreviation 'round toe's' suggests a variation as 'round me 
houses' - this is not so. ImfKSaUS the abbreviation 'rounds' was 
not recorded until 1944 uk. mr 

round the twist adjective crazy. A taftoon of round the bend tM, 

round-upnoun 1 lie 11 1 iti n 1 idemic deficiency us, 

roundy-round adjective used oka motor race track or course oval us 


rouse verb ► rouse on to castigati meon 1 bally Australia, w 96 
rouseabout verb a general assistant, on a rural property. Hence, also, 
any general assistant m$t,MiiA, 

roust rerti to h 11 11 1 ill 11I ne deliberately by 

the police or other authorities uk 1995. 2 to upbraid someone 
AUSTRALIA. i9i$. 

roustabout noun 1 in oil drilling, an unski led oil field worker os, 194s. 
2 a general assistant on a rural property Variant of rouseabout 

AUSTRALIA 1940 

rousternoun 1 u_ 1 1 -I 1 - 1 n 1 1 

expression is likely derived from roustabout (an oil Held seoriserj, 
but adapted to describe any rough-hewn male Canada, m? 
rousting noun 1 a vigorous act of sexual intercourse uk 1999. 2 an act 
of deliberate (police) harassment ok, ism 
rout noun a wild, rowdy party .(4 ms >see: rote 
router noun in horse r in 1 horse that per rm veil in longer 


rover noun 111 a casir 1 gambl ho moves fr m game to game, 
never staying at any one game very lo.ngas issz 


row noun ► go for a row to get into trouble Australia , ms 
row verb to fight; to battle. An exaggeration of the sense as ‘to argue' 
uk 1999. ► row down the red river to experience the bleed 
period of the menstrual cycle us, 2001 
rowbottom noun t.uder I ml ince tarter in fun but not 
always ending as such. Specific todhe Unisei&% Of Pennsylvania 
in Philadelphia, claimed to have been named for JT. Rowbottom, a 
rowdy member of Penn's Class of 1913<4 1940 
row dog noun in prison, another prisoner whose cell is on the same 

rowdy noun a person who inhales glue foi die psychoactive effect us, 

rowdy dowdy noun gly accidental 

jostling of victims or potential victims by members of the gang us. 


rowed out adjective excluded uk 2000 
rower noun an argument uk 199s 

rowers' revenge noun ihe final of throwing the coxswain Into the 
water after a rowing team wins an event us 2001 
row in verb to implicaterSOmSSfift in a crime uk tm 
row out verb i to contrive the innocence of someone in relation to 
a particular crime uk 1970. 2 to distance yourself from something 
or someone UK; 1974 

rox noun crack cocaine. A phonetic play on rock(s) us, 1994 
Roxannenounc tin rad nn A rock i nification us 1994 
Roy noun a refined and cultured Australian male. Counterpart to the 
ALF AUSTRALIA, 1960 

royal adjective 

royal blue noun a blue tablet variety of LSD us, 1971 
royal crown noun 1 ritish Leyland 1 1 - v uk mi 
Royal Docks noun syphilis; hence any sexually transmitted Infection; 
hence an irritated condition Rhyming slang 'or poy.uk 1992 

royally adverb greatly, 

royal mail; royal noun bail @$fhing slang uk mi 
Royal Navy noun Presumably served in a 

'Royal Navy boat' uk m2 

Royal Navy situation noun a need for money. A pun on sub (a 

loan) UK 1994 

royal shaft noun monumental mistreatment us, m3 
royal temple ball noun 1 ITshi ml LSD 1 ned into a ball us, ms 
royal wedding noun in hold ’em poker, a king and queen, especially 
of diamonds us, 1996 

Roy Castle noun Ihe anus Rhyming slang for arsehole, used here in 
its anatomical, non-figurative sense; formed from the name of the 
■multi-talented entertainer, 193;2-94«, 199s 
Roy Rogers noun I 11 fin tr le n n h re n 1 is killed as may 
reasonably be expected Rhyming slang on the plural form of 
bodger. Formed on the name of a famous filto cowboy, 1911-98, 
and thus a play on cowboy (any tradesman who is unreliable, 
irresfia.nsible and, perhaps, unqisltSed) uk isfe 
roznouncracf cocaine. Possibl in pelling of rox uk ms 
rozzer; roznoun police officer. P >1 li 1 fiddish khazer (a pig). 

%z' isSifErecorded -ini sf\sadism 
RPG noun a role-playing gametes js«s 

RSN used as Internet shorthand to mean 'real soon now' us. 1995 
RTA verb to return to Australia; to be returned to Australia alotmua, 

RTAer noun a person returning to Australia after expeditioning in 
Antarctica, F>r^n rta Australia, 1996 
rtfm read the tucking manual us, 1997 
ru noun a.-jWfft'Ber .of thrltifj youth gang us, 1994 
rub verb ► rub in; rub it in 1 emph ise omething annoyingly; 
to continue to insist, especially in an unkindly or vexing manner 







rub-a-dub; rub-a-dub-dub; rubberdy; rubbidy; rubba | rucker 


► rub someone up the wrong way to annoy someone or 

► rub someone's nose in it lo humiliate someone by 

► rub the magic lamp (c 


i us 1957. ► chirp rubber to shift gear: 
at produces a chirping sound of tyre me 
rubber driving a car its, ms. ► peel ri 


rubbishy adjective of inferior quality uk 1824 

rubbity-dub; rubbity; rubbitty; rubbidy nc 


rubber cheque; rubber kite noun a worthless cheque, A 


rube; reub noun an unsophi: 
'from the older, UK 'reuber 

rubia de la costa; rubia nc 


rubber duck noun 1 Rhyming si 


rubies noun the Jifjsifi; tax? 

Rubik's cubes; rubik’s noun pubic h; 


rubber heels; rubber heelers no 


rubber johnny; rubber johnnie; rubber johneyno 


rub up verb to assault someone us 1952 

rubyfruit noun the vagina OS, 

Ruby Murray; ruby noun 

singer Ruby Murray, 1935-96. In Cardiff a local vari 
Murray, named after the Cardiff City footballer uk, n 
ruby rose; ruby noun the nose. Rhyming slang ok, 199 
ruck noun 1 a heated argument; a fight. Possibly derive 
obsolete 'rux' |bad temper, anger, passion, noise) ora 
'ruckus' ok 1958. 2 a rucksack or backpack us mss 
ruck verb 1 to fight, especially as part of a gang uk 19% 
masturbate Prison slang uk, 1974 
ruck and row; ruck noun a cow, especially In the sen 
contemptible woman, Rhyming slang, formed front)' 


rubber numbers , 
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rucking noun a : n use uk mss 

ruck up verb to pici uf /ourruci aci in< other combat gear and 
proceed with a march Used as a modernised saddle up, which has 
definite overtones of cas&try daysui im 
ruckus juice noun strong, homemade whisky us, 1999 
ruconouna hi frien J or husband. E I 1 rnish used in English 
conversation by Mewcan-Acnericang also used in the feminine 
'toes? M girlfriend or wife) «E-ifeo 
ruction noun 1 I turbance gitati 1 < rde behaviour uk, ibso 
ruddy adjective used 1 :in inter lie - il ru ng euphemism for 
bloody that also puns pri'the colour red uk, 1914 
ruddy well adverb certainly, definitely UK, 1933 
rude noun a yoi id I 1 I nn - 1 I I mm rude boy (a 

Jamaican youth/gangsler) uk, mm. ► in the rude naked. Light¬ 
hearted rhyming euphemism for 'in the nude' uk 1974 

rude adjective i Jot to be 

Confused with in the rude (naked); one condition does hot necess- 
arily lead to the next uk i m. 2 attractive uk 2003. 3 intense; 
superior. Collected from fans of heavy metal music us, 1995. 4 used 
of a computer program, poorly designed us, 19m 
rude!; rudeness!; how rude!; how rudeness! used for suggesting 
that the speaker has crossed an etiquette line that is better not 
breached us 1989 

rude bits noun genitals Australia, m4 

rude boy; rude bwoy; rudebwai; rudie noun a Jamaican youth 
associated with gang activities West Indian and UK black patois 

JAMAICA, 1967 

rudeness noun sex mp ANO TOBAGCL 
rude parts noun 1 w nost ot us erogenous zones male and 
female genitals and posteriors, and female breasts. Upper-class 
society use; combines rude (sexual) with 'private parts' uk mk 
ruderalis skunknoun an ^ imi 1 I it hydro; nic marijuana 
which is a hybrid, olfuderalis (a variety of marijuanafrom Russia) 
and sknokw, 1999 

rudery noun rudene impolite 1 1 ;ud peech or conversation; 

sexually implicit 01 explicit gestures 01 behaviour uk 1932 
Rudolph Hess; rudolph noun a mess (a failure) Rhyming slang, 
formed from the name of the high-ranking Nazi officer 
1894-1987 uk, ism 

ruff noun a twenty-five cent piece us, ms 
ruff adjective acceptable, good, cool us, 

ruffie noun F known as the 

'date-rape drug' usuim 

ruffle noun the pa ive part ipant in lest 1 e or a lesbian 
.relationship, us, 1970 

ruffneck noun 

rebellious youth;. A misspelling of 'roughneck' (a thug). West 
Indian and UK black-use into the US via'hip-hop culture uk. 1994 
ruff-puff noun i "i I i i mm l< il def ice force RFs were 
regional forces, PFs were platoon-size village forces Quick 
Americah-tflinds took RF with PF to form 'ruff-puff is, my 
rug noun 1 a hairpiece, especially a poorly executed one us mo. 

2 pubic hay especially on .1 female us. mm. b in horse racing, a 
heavy horse blanket us, 197s 

rugby ball noun a < apsule of Temazepam 11 1 brarided tranquillizer. 

' .fjpm the shape uk 1990s 
rug-cutter noun a great time us, i0; 
rug-eater noun a lesbian us, 1997 

rugger bugger noun an enthusiasti 1 nar hose character is 
formed by the aggressive pursuit of masculinity and frequently 
demonstrated by his boorish behaviour and drunken socialising. 
f©m 'rugger' (rugby ft>bttell) but encompassing a wider field If' 
endeavours squvh Africa, 1970 

rug joint noun a well-appointed, even luxurious gambling operation 

US, 1964 


rug munch™™ in in .1 I - on 1 oman us. 1995 

rug-muncher noun 1 lesbian. Fi n the image 1 ral se 
'munching a haitffsgg'tJi W7 

rug out verb to endure a difficult situation An awkward attempt to 
rendei 'rugged' as a verb us 2002 
rug rat noun a young child. A bit derisive us, 1970 
rug up verb in horse racing, to cover the horse with a blanket after a 
workout or raceuK raw 
ruined adjective druhfcr#, 2002 

rule noun ► on the rule of a prisoner, segregated from the general 
prison psputafSM for that prisoner's protection. A reference to rule 
43 which is, according to Fff»,EN%Qr(Service in 2003 A now 
defunct rule that allowed the segregation of prisefners' UK 2000 
rule verb used as an expression of supremacy for the preceding 
collective or plural nouri© us, im 
rule forty-three; rule 43 ; the rule noun in prison; a sex offender, 

I I I |tl lr I I | ill II I II 1 I . I 1 Mil II l"l 

‘safety of self or others' uk 1996 

rule of five noun 11 ur ficial) medical lore if more than 
five orifices are obscured by plastic tubing then a patient's con- 
OTdals critical uk 2002 

rum noun 1 an u 2 a prisoner 

deemed inferior or too odd by other prisoners us. 1972. 3 a 
drunkarS d$. 1gw 

rum adjective strange; eccentric; disreputable; questionable uk 1774 
rumble noun 1 angs us, 194s. 2 a 

wild party us, 19<68. 3 a difficult encounter with law enforcement us, 
1972. 4 a concerted police search for narcotics us, ms 
rumble verb 1 to fight us, mo. 2 in circus and carnival usage, to spoil 
something us mi. 3 to come to an understanding or realisation of 
■Something that has been concealed uk im 
Rumble in the Jungle nickname 1 ' 1 4 heavyweight 

championship fight between Muhammed Ah and George Foreman 
in Kinshasa, Zaire, in which; Altiknocked Foreman out in the 8th 
1974 

rumbleseat noun 1 1 that i 1.1 >ed ith a citizens' band 

radfo following a truck that is us 1976 
rumble-tumble noun ni I 11 ill military uk 2003 

rum blossom noun a red welt produced from excessive consumption 
Of alcohol us, * 

rum boy noun a dryrik&WAAMS m2 

rum, bum and bacca; rum, bum and baccy noun the mythic 
three graces of a sailor's life A (presumed) ater variation of 'beer, 
and bacca'. Rum, Bum and Concertina, a pun on 'wine, 
women and sdng', is the title of the second part of George Melly's 
autobiography published in 1977. In 1992, the Pogues, reflecting 
an earlier view of naval life, released an album entitled Rum', 
Sodomy and the Lash uk 1973 

rumdum; rum-dumb noun 
rumdummed adjective extremely drunk us, fwi 
rum goblet; rum goggles noun a I pple trinidad and 

TOBAGO, 2003 

rummy noun aft Sfeohollic us, im 

rummy adjective 1 prone lo drink loo much, if not alcoholic us 1 834. 

2 poor; inferior; bad US, 1947 

rumoured adjective 1 11 11 ' Engli h gy; use from Romany romer 
(to marry) uk 2000 

rump verb to Chgat-'sqdreafie’ UK 1998 

rump bump noun in a sexual dance, a pelvic thrust that emphasises 
the buttocks moving backwards US, mr, 
rumper noun in hot rodding, a powerful engine us ms 
rumpo noun sexi 1 il nte 1 e ibly influenced 1 (or vice versa) 
Rambling Syd Rumpo, an innuendo-laden character played by 
Kenneth Williams in Round the Home , BBCradro, 1965 - 69 uk ix 
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rump-ordained adjective us who has no 

formal theological training or denominational affiliation us 1974 

rumpty adjective 

rumpty pumpty; rumpty noon intimate sexua activity. A variation 
of rumpy-pumpy with a nursery rhyme fee thanks to Humpty 
Dumptywk 199s 

rumpus noun a brawl; a mMik im 
rumpy-pumpy noun sexual intercourse,®);©# 
rum-runner noun m mp rter 1 n | rter ind/o purveyor of illegal 
atephqVespecially-rqfn us. mo 
rum-sucker noun a hea irinke tobago. ms 

rumty noun an r hing new Zealand, 


rum'un; rumun; rumin noun - lecial in Tasmania, an eccentric 
person; a character; a scallywag Australia, mz 
run noun 1 a grouf notor lee ursion 2 a period of 

extended amphetamine use ( tv, /%/. ► on the run escaping from 
justicepbetag a fugitive uk. m7 

run verb i to ax r i te; 1 ialise 2 to muggle something 

uk 1706. ► run a pot in poker, t make a sust lined pie-planned 
bluff on a hand us mo. ► run blues to use blue lights In a car's 
tail lights tjs. ms. ► run hot to drive with sirens and flashing 
lights activated us. 2002. ► run like a hairy goat (of a racehorse) 
► run rings round 

someone i ► run 

speed limit 1 net!.. I Hawaiian youth 

usage us 1982. ► run to seed 15, to become 

Ill-kempt, shabby oi undesirable I he imagery of the garden uk 

► run your mouth to talk too much us. 1977. ► run your 
neck to make threats or boasts which you ate not prepared to 
back up with'actfofii.us; 2001 
runabout noun a small car uk, j m 

run along verb to depart; often used as a gentle imperative uk, 1902 

run-around noun ► give someone the run-around; get the 
run-around intempt, or so 

as to serve a mere whim; to cause someone trouble, or be caused 
iWiftite WZ4 

run, chicken, run noun II 1 lit mi In 1 

the initials RCR. Note that chiclsagy.tloes not insinuate cowardice. 
Rather this iiretiB alludes to a sto'ry which alleges that a member 
of the regiment was fafifKl in flagrante delicto, with a chicken, 
Members of the RCR counter that he was a cook Canada, 199s 
rundown noun a complete explanation us. m 9 
runes noun in cc r or computer 

language us mi 

run-fast noun phi the railways, oil us. m 6 
rung-in adjective 1 ' lulec phone \ustralia m9 

run-in nouni an argumentati rvioler .inter uk 1999. 2 a 

concealed location used by ecmiaa&fcr the division or transfer of 
recently stolen goods, uk 199 
run in verb to arrest someone us, 1973 

run, Johnny, run noun inexpensive loose cigarette tobacco. Formed 
from the initials of the R.J Reynolds tobacco company us, m2 
run letter noun a final deportation letter from the US Immigration 
and Naturalisation Service us. 2002 
runner noun 1 in 1 1 1 eg 1 retting iperation 1 person who 
physically collects and pay? off bets placed with sheet writersps, 
1947. 2a prison inmate who collects dues for a baron (a powerful 
whose influence is built on illegal trading) uk, 1978. 

3 someone who carries illega drugs between dealer and purchaser 
us, 1972. 4 a clerk 01 col ectoi foi a street bookmaker uk 1934. 

5 somebody sent to buy alcohol for others us, m3. 6 in the 
television and film industries, an errand-running"p|pdwaion assist¬ 
ant us, 1990. 7 a deserter from the armed services; an escapee from 
prison or borstal n; 11 8 in the language surrounding the 
Grateflil Dead, a ftp Who queues before a show and then quickly 


claims space for 11 en I ho ill folk *34 ► do a runner to 
escape by ruBiiifg away; to abscond; to leave hastily uk mi 
runner and rider noun culm -I ming lang from the vocabulary of 
horse racing uk m2 

runners nouni neaker trainer 2 any shoes us, ms. 

► the runners diarrhoea us. 1948 
running noun 1 diarrhoea Bahamas rm. 2 MDMA, the recreational 
drug best knoyw as ecstasy uk 1998 
running buddy noun a close friend and confederate in crime us. 1970 
running dog noun a servant of the ruling class, subservient to 
counter-revolutionary powers rom Chinese communist 
terminology originally applied to the KuomintaagptS. 1937 
running partner noun a close friend joined for criminal and social 
•activities us. im 

runnings noun 1 diarrhoea antigua and barbuda, mi,. 2 a sexually 
transmitted infection with discharge Trinidad and tobago, 2003. 

3 whatever is happening or is planned to happen uk 1994 
run-off noun a prostitute who has attempted to break off from her 
pirhpBs m 

run of outs noun 1 11 ion of I e rfail ires Australia, 1933 
run-out noun a well-worn tyre 18, typt 

run out verb ► run out of road to fail to keep control of a rnajof 
vehicle, especially on a bend, and consequent y be involved in an 
accident uk mi. ► run out of steam to lose vigour UK mi 
run-out powder noun the departure of a gambler who has not paid 
off his gamb ing debts us, 1979 

run-over days noun the first three days of the bleed period of the 
menstrual cycle Bahamas, us? 

runs noun a sexual ran nitted in tion with lischarge trinidad 
and tobago, i9si. ► the runs a case of diarrhoea us, m2 
Runs Empty Only noun a truck manufa ured by PEO A back-form- 

runt noun 1 111 111 11 hi mi il 1 ige, a dwarf or midget us. mo. 

2 in poker, a pairless hand us m3 

runts and cunts noun 11 “ I 1 1 pi 1 isappr nlofthecom- 
,pp$ition of the US armed fprceS in the decades after Vietnam,®. 

runty od/ect/Ve delicate; sickly irewnd, vm 
runway noun anged In a 

line for snorting. A clever play on a conventional Tunway', (a l0#g, 
straight path used to achieve lift-off) uk, 1999 
run-what-you-brung noun a drag race between amateur drivers 
driving their own carsux'ts/o 
ruof; rofe; roaf; rouf noun four, Sackplffigu/C m3 
rupert noun 1 ar type. A generic 

based on the perception that Rupert is a popular name in 'quality' 
fantrfigs, but note another military use of 'rupert' as 'the penis'. 
Current usage seems to date from the 1970s uk i-m. 2 the penis. 
.Military; possibly related to the sense-as. officer uk, im 
ruptured duck noun the US armed forces insignia designating 
■npnQurable discharge us, im 

rush noun 1 a sudden nd rful 1 ei 1 ria 01 energy. 
Figurative use of the drug term us. u/s 2 the sudden onset of drug 
intoxication us, im. 3 amyl, butyl 01 isobutyl nitrite. From the 
sudden effects of ihe drug uk 1995. 4 cocaine uk 2003. s in poker, an 
.unusual streak of good cards us. m2 

rush verb i to charge an anlount of money (ik us/. 2 to charge for 
goods or services, especially to overcharge or cheat uk m/. 3 to be 
infatuated with omeon 4m 11M ecual advances 

trinidad and tobago. 1934. ► rush the knocks in drug sales, to 
ignore the order of customers and make a sale us, 2002 
rush-and-snatch job noun a search and rescue mission without the 
complications of enemy 

Rushina noun in .. ial usag | . ition of amyl nitrite 

' bj butyi rfftrit/Jnrom rush, a popular name for arriyl nitrite us. 19m 
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rushy | Ryan Giggs 


rushy adjective descriptive of an energetic and euphoric reaction to 
MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy UK ; 1997 

Russell Crowe noun 1 1 1 ... langf 1 go, formed from 

' fame otwifiofeh'otisly pugnacious New Zealand-born fife ‘ 
actor #>.1964) uk 2003 

Russell Harty noun part I nir in 11 ed from the name 

of the television presentei (1934-88) uk 1992 

Russian boots noun leg ironf| 5 g j 949 

Russian duck noun an act of sexual intercourse. Rhyming slang for 

Russian jack noun horn n ide ilcoholic beverage made from 
sugar, yeast, water andt^^ufing :#4 im 
Russian roast noun 1 - 1 I 1 1 hich a man performs oral 

sex on a man who is, at the same time, being sodomised by 
show®' train m, zm 
Russian roulette noun was 

Russki adjective Russian uk is$ 

Russki; Russky; Rusky noun a RuffftjfK ms 

rust noun faecal oilet bowl Canada, 


rust belt noun llw 1 11 1-11 -111 I 1 I 1 il 1 iustrialised prior to 
ttb economic decline in the US 1980 s us. mz 


rust bucket noun m I I ' il 1 It d eh - traua urn 

rustle up verb 

^methiiiigrt/s mi 

rusty adjective 'rated as a result of lack of 

practice uk, 17% 

rusty bullet wound; rusty bullet hole; rusty sheriff's badge; 
rusty washer noun 1 1- mu Ru li 1 the olour associated 
with the anus) plus a visual metaphor ok 1997 
rusty dusty noun the buttocks us. m' 

rusty fuck noun a notional object of no value whatsoever us. ma 
rusty trombone noun a sexual technique in which a man receives 
oral stimulation 0! his anus and manual stimulation of his penis 
at the same time and from the same person. Image'#y#iich 
becomes apparent if you pietufaihs penis as a trombone's slide 
and the anus as its mouthpiece -tg joa 
Ruud Gullit noun lini f i ui mj n 1 Rhyming slang for 
bullet, formed from the name of the Dutch footballer (b. 1 , 962 ) 
when he was given 'the bulbf tas player-manager of Chelsea 
football club in 1998 uk. 1998 

RV; r.v. noun a recreational vehicle or large motor home US. m,7 
Ryan Giggs noun I 1 digs, formed from the 

name of the Welsh footballer (b 1973 ) uk 1998 



Ss 


s- prefix it's, especially preceding a word spe l with an 'n', such as not 
snot and nice stfice. A slovening that allows the ChWtsh;to say 

SNOT UK, 1917 
Sa noun a rmoan 

sab verb to act#.;!-bunt saboteur m. im 

saccharine lips noun a ,gt)i taUseraiSfie;quite as glib as 'sugar' 

AUStRAUA, 1989 

sachie noun Versace™ clothing 04 was 

sacknoun i a bed. Probabl ela i to the Cl lilor's use of'sack' 
as a 'hammock' us. 1942. 2 ,1 bag of heroin; hence, heroin uk /99s. 

3 the scrotum. Originally dialectic 1 - 4 courage. A testicular 
reference /. 5 oat or jacket ► in the sack used 

for suggesting ► the sack 

dismissal from employment ok mi 
sack verb i to dismiss someone from employment; to jilt someone 
uk mi. 2 to abrupt y stop any activity uk, 2001. 3 to dispose of 
something uk 2001. 4 to sleep; to spend the night us, raa;. ► sack 
it to receive an accidental blow to the scrotum ijk 2000 
sack, back and crack noun wing a man's body 

hair by waxing k and stripping ft off uk 2003 
sack drill noun sleep us, 19© 
sack duty noun ; cep us. m3 
sack hound noun 

sack off verb B&heJe^^>methirig'UK, 2002 
sack of garbage noun produces no 

poipfefbrthe player us, tm 
sack of sauce noun a used condom us ,.mr 


sack of shit noun used ibusivel in unple ml peison A con¬ 
ventional -sack’ fijiillrW shit (excrement): probably a ta^sopf tff sad 


sack out verb to go to bed us nwe 
sack rat noun is. 1947 

sack ship noun a big ship used to carry supplies from Europe to the 
East Coast fisheries Canada, ms 

sack weather noun nclemenl 1 I r during hich air missions 
cannot be fl@Sflr us 1949 
sacky dacky noun 1 I > i misfit us, 1946 
sacrament noun L iphemism us 1990 

sacre bleu! used 11 it 11 1 I rustration inger anguish, 

etc; especially in a context of Frenchness, Directly from the 
French euphemism sacripieu / (sacretfrGpdf t*, is69- 
sacred adjective excellent us m 

sacred cow; sacred ox noun on the railways, an extra engine used 
ort a mountain us. &» 


saddle noun 1 in trucking, the driver's seat us. 1971. 2 in a group of 
thicks travelling down the motorway together, the truck in the 
middle us, m 3,r two-part bet in an illegal numbers gambling 
lottery us, 1949. ► in the saddle 1 engaged in sexual intercourse. 
The term enjoyed widespread popularity in the US during 
discussions of the 1979 death of former Vice President and New 
York Governor Neson Rockefe ler ( is. 1979. 2 in control us, raso 
saddle-fuck verb ■ prone man us. 


saddler noun a ride on a bicycle's saddle while another person 
pedals uk 1979 

saddles noun the testicles hanging In the scrotum. Probably from 

saddle tramp noun 1 a person who rides horseback through the 
countryside us, m. 2 .1 motorcy 1: gang member us, 1989 
saddle up verb 1 jil ii| 11 ir and r ur le 1 combat patrol 
us, 1976 . 2 to engage in mutual ora sex simultaneously us, ms 
saddo noun a patheti i n n[ 1 I ink idual Jocular if not 
derogatory uk 2000 

sadfuck noun a contemptible person uk 1997 
Sadie Masie noun sado-masochism. A jocular personification us ms 
Sadie the Office Secretary noun used as a personification of the 
stereotypical female office worker us rasa 
Sadie Thompson verb to rape (a man) us rass 
sad kecks noun 1 II I rative nventional '; td' combined 
• |§th kecks (trousers) uk 1999 
sadlands noun the Suburbs of a city uk 2002 
sad-on noun a b i I 111 If II 1 languKrasa 
sad sack noun 

misfit Originally USmttitayus .1942 
sad sack of shit noun a miserable and depressing individual. 

safe noun 1 the rectum. Referring to the rectum as a depository for 
drugs to be smuggled into prison tis. 19.2. 2 a condom uk ms. 3 in 
a pickpocketing team, the thief who takes the wallet or object 
stolen by the wire and leaves the scene with 11 us, raw. ► in the 
safe concealed in- the anss uk 1996 
safe adjective i worthy of approva 2 hopelessly out 

of style. Hawaiian youth usage us, m . 3 all right; used as an 
expression of approval or agreement Africa, nst 
safe and sound; safe noun the ground uk 1992 
safe house noun ir n rpartmenl r hou here it is safe to 
stay, vwrlt@hd hide from the authorities, rival criminals or rival 


sacred site noun rrom the meaning 

M 'a place sacred to Australian Abongirals’ Australia, jssx 
sad adjective terrible US, ms 
sad and sorry noun a lorry Rhyming slang uk 1992 

sad-ass; sad-assed adjective epilfemptible us, m 

sad bastard noun fectual person uk 

Saddam Hussein noun a pain; an rotation; an annoying person. 
Rhyming slang ©r conventional 'pain', also on a shortened pain in 
the ass/arse; formed, with 4|d|e respect, from the name of the 
former Iraqi leader uk ms 

sad day! used for expr in mmi n ith mother person's 
troubles us m 9 


safe screw noun a corrupt prison sttperw, 1996 
safety noun 1 a condom 21 fiety pin used for an 

improvised injection of an illegal drug us m2 
safe word noun 1 code rd, ag 1 1 1 1 exual dominant 

and submissive masochistic partner, for use by the masochist as a 
signal that the current activity should stop us wsr 
safey noun in horse racir 1 li issignment for a jockey on a 
horse that stands little chance of winning Australia, 1939 
sag verb to wear trousers that are too big and which consequently 
ride very lowpnor below the hips us, mi 
saga lout noun hoi haves badly. Saga Is a UK 

company thal supp ies a wide range of services to the over-50s; a 
,g|o on lager lout (a hooligan fuelled by lager) uk 2004 
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sage | Salvador Dali; Salvador 


sage noun a hybrid marijuana An initialism of 'Sativa Afghani gen¬ 
etic equilibrium', contrived, peihaps, as a reference to the herb uk 

saggie noun a central nervous system depressant such as Seconal™ 

sag off; sag verb i rani f n ho I t nork uk i %9 
Saigon cowboy noun who dressed 

the part of a combat soldier but did not experience combat us, 1977 
Saigon quickstep noun diarrhoea yi, 1991 
Saigon Suzie noun ' 1 li 1 I n 1 1 1 1 1 pical Vietnamese 

sex worker during Hie Vietnam wants 1990 
Saigon tea noun II loured irini - “In bar girls in 
Vietnam, passing for expensive whisky bought by US servicemen 


Sally Gunnell; sally noun a [1 n n > I > pecial the Blackwall Tunnel. 
Rhyming slang, formed on the name of the British Olympic 
athlete (b.1966) UK im 

salmon noun a twenty-dollar note. I run die orange-red colour 

AustmjA, m3 

salmon and trout; salmon noun 1 tobacco; a cigarette. Rhyming 
slang for snout uk 1974. 2 gout Rhyming s ang. Sometimes varied 
as 'salmon trout' ijk 1932. 3 the nose. Rhyming slang for 'snout' uk. 
1974. 4 an informer. Rtlyming slang for snout ( a 1992. 5 a ticket 
tout. Rhyming slang, originally applied to a racecourse tout uk. m2. 
6 stout (beer). Rhyming slang UK i960 
salonnouna emi-pri in ill hru ind trees where 
’ 'homosexual liaisons take place. For example, Coco Chanel's salon 
was fouri# th a large grove #tries at Land's Erlftlfi San FiianSts® 


Saigon Tech noun the \ 


in Vietnam; military service in Vietnam 


sailing adjective i drunk cry cos. 2 marijuana-intoxicated us. m.< 
sailor's elbow noun in of ending rel itii in I ip with a lover. An 
elaboration, perhaps a specialisation, of elbow (an act of dismissal) 


sailors on the sea; sailors noun tea uk. t&f 

saint noun an incorruptible prison officer or police officer uk 199s 

saint and sinner noun 1992 

Saint Loo nickname St. LOUIS, 'Missouri US. mi 

Saint Moritz noun ill it h ■ 1 ... I ng 1 the shits, based on 

the Swiss resort uk. ms 

Saint Peter noun ib in Perhaps I use le opens the gate to 
heaven’ uk, 2m 


saints preserve us! u ,ed 1 1 1 in 1 - 1 nature line ofthe 

chief of police on Batman (ARC, 1966-68), Chief O'Hara. 

Repeated with referential j^jmotir 19m 
Saint Vitus dance verb to move hi a fidgety, jerking manner uk 1021 
sais a ching noun in betting, odds of 6-5. A slurring of 'six' 
combined with cuing Hive pounds) uk 1991 
sal noun a friend | il . >see: SALTING 

sala noun an idi 1 - I pted int n io[ irban u me from subtly 
insulting Hind! sala - the literal sense of which is 'a man's wife's 
ftbther'; the abusive sense is 'to someone who is not the 
speaker's wife's brother: the insult lies in the implication that the 
sister ofthe person abused is available to the speaker as a wife' 
{Nigel Hankin, Hanklyn Janklyn, 20035 us zom 
salad noun 1 marijuana us 1997. 2 a mixture of two or more drugs us, 

salad bowl noun ndipitou ni m if ir erior (and, hence, 
unepmre^d’fSi} bud and leaf remains of Varying marijuana var- 


period of youthful inexperience and innocence 


salad dodger noun a perswr who is overweight uk 1999 
salad parade noun a group Of ballet dancers uk ijss 
salad toss noun any of several sexual practices involving oral-anal 
stirhulationcwvAD/i 2m 
salad wagon noun a dustcart us, 19a 

salami noun the penis. The image of a large, dark sausage us, 2000 
salaud noun a o a French 

person. From &ench salaud, ultimately from French-safe (dirty) uk 

saleslady noun a prostitute us. 1962 

salesman noun 1 pro ional restler ho does a good job of 
feigning pain, anger or tear us. 1999. 2 in gin, a card discarded to 
lure a desired card from, an opponent us. i965 
Sally noun a chilled 1 e e ounce n if beer us, 2032 

Sally Army; Sally Ann; Sally noun the Salvation Army; a Salvation 

Army hostel us, 1915 


saloon noun 1 in poke 1 inn ir.. of three ards of the same 

rank and a pair Known conventionally as a 'full house'us ms. 2a 
brakevan (caboose) us as 

salt noun 1 a sailor, especially an experienced sailor. Often in the 
phrase ‘old salt' uk im. 2 an experienced veteran in any calling uk 
1970. 3 a woman Possibly by extension from obsolete (mid-C17 to 
mid-C18) 'salt' (the sex act); possibly by abbreviation from obsolete 
{Cl9) 'salt-cellar' (the vagina); most likely of unknown etymology 
uk 1969. 4 a drunkard Barbados, ms. s heroin rrom the appearance 
oi the powdered drug us, 1 c 6 plain tobacco mixed with 
ilferijuana South africa, 1946 

salt verb 1 to make something appeal to be worth more than it Is. 
Originally mining slang us, 1852. 2 10 swindle someone by baiting 
them us, 1950. 3 to plant or pi; ce something to be found us, mi 

salt and pepper noun 1 ..11 1 especia if of poor quality; 

marijuana adulterated with oregano nr, rm. 2 a police car From 
fke black and white colour scheme of mars® R>frc@.cars is. 
salt and pepper m/yectiVe white and black us, mss- 
salt and rob noun assault a :a, 1946 

salt away verb 1 

salt-banker noun fishir 1 the Gran Banks carrying 
enough salt to preserve fish caught, allowing a longer stay on the 
water Canada, mi 

salt beef noun an attractive woman married to someone else 

BAHAMAS, 19S2 

saltee; salter; salty; saulty noun a penny. From Italian s&/£# 
fmoneyj w, ks9 

saltie noun a saltwater crocodile Australia. 1951 

sal'ting; saltfish; sal noun the Jamaica. m 

salt junk; salted adjective dri ri -I ming ing from a military 
and nautical name for 'salted beef uk 1909 
saltmine noun a workplace us, tax 

salt-rising adjective sourdough retained as leavening for future 
baking Canada, issi 

Salt River noun ► go up Salt River to die us. ms 

salt shaker noun a 1 id-grittir 1 iltir ehicle us, 1976 

salt struck adjective i I Iressed h enou 1 alt to be pickled 

CANADA. Mf 

salt water noun a IJS police officer born in Ireland us, m2 
saltwater taffy noun ,111 ^tractive man < r the beach An 
allusion to a brightly coloured sweet sold a: US beaches us, 1990 
salty adjective i angry, hostile us, ms. 2 uncouth, unpleasant us ms 
salty dog noun durin 1 1 ietnan 1 a pier e of equipment lost in 
combat us, mi 

salty water noun the mem in nal dru F iusti oda mixed 
with industrial cleaner gamma butyrolactone produces a salt which 
is dissotedun water to prodae&the etedfsolution GHB usumz 
salute verb ► salute the judge to win a horse race Australia, 1977 

Salvador Dali; Salvador noun 1.. ... dang for charlie 

(cocaine) uk 2000. 2 a drink Glasgow rhyming slang forswALLYUK. 
SCOnAW, 2002 
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salvation army adjective m g slang for barmy 

Salvo noun 

Salvosh noun the Salvation Army UK 2003 

sam noun 1 a federa lar 1 igent An abbreviation of Uncle Sam, 
the personification of the US federal government's, 197;. 2 a 
southern Appalachian rm$&S.VS. mi 
Sam and Dave noun 1 gr t Rhyming ing brmed from US soul 
singers Sam, Moore and Dave Prater who first came to prominence 
f If the mid-1960s uk, 2004 

Samantha Janus noun the anus. Rhyming slang based on the name 
of model and actress Samantha Janus (b.1975) uk 2002 
sambie noun a sandwich Australia, wb 

sambo nouni ill -1 1 iginally neutral rad ually accepted 
as taboo and derogatory; popular etymology holds that 'sambo' 
derives from 'sandboy' as in ‘happy as a sandboy'; however 
Spanish-or African origins a&oynt for the use from about 1704 ag 
a proper name, slipping in$g k generic sense later in the C18® 
ns/. 2 a sandwich Australia, im 
Sam, Cow and the Duppynouna random selection of the 
populace I he functional equivalent of 'Tom, Dick and Harry' 

BARBADOS. 1365 

same bat time, same bat channel used as a humorous farewell. 
A catchphrase television sign-off on Batman (ABC, 1966-68). 
Repeated with referential humour-® 19m 
same-day service noun in computing, a lengthy response time® 

same difference; same diff noun the same thing, no difference uk. 

same mud, same blood ence of racism 

in combat troops us. mi 

same odds noun h consideration. 

' sfeom horse racing bettiqg jargon/pcacci 

same-old noun <ii unchar I ndition. An at reviation of same 

same old same old; same-o same-o noon more of the same us. 


same old six and seven 11 I ir >rc ing 1 certain lack of 
progress in life, A borrowing from the game of craps - having 
established six as the point (the easiest point to make), the 
'Shddfisr rplfe a seven, thus losing:® ms 

same shit, different day ten asked how 

things are going us, 1392 

samey adjective monotonous; no different wtbsfc 
samey-same; same same adjective the same. Korean and VfebSfft' 

Sam Hill noun used as a very quaint euphemism for 'hell' us, 1339 
Sami adjective Samoan new Zealand, 193s 
sammo noun a sandwich Ausrtw.iA.B72 

sammy noun an Indian man. An offensive word used as a term of 
address and reference south Africa, im 
Sammy nickname iddam Hu -in Used t I Idiers during the 
1991 war against Iraq us. 1393 

Sammy Hall noun slang for ball(s), apparently 

formed on a character in .1 bawdy song ok m2 
Sammy Lee noun urine, an act of urination. Rhyming slang for pee 
or wee, formed on Liverpoo and England footballer (b.1959) uk. 

Samoan family car noun a used police ear bought at auction. 

Hawaiian youth usage os, m2 
Sam Sled noun in drag racing, a driver who consistently 
updgrpeffbfms Os, ms 

Samuel Pepys; samuels noun a sensation of dread or unease. 
Rhyming slang for the creeps, formed from the name of the 
diarist, 1635-17®« ms 


Samurai noun a Japanese man who Is abundantly masculine, virile, 
brave and demea’ffhgtowards women, Hawaiian youth usage® 

San Antonel used as aimfldoattiitjossi 
sana wanga; Sana banga vert to have sex,/Probably an 
embellishment 0' wang (the penis) trinidadand tobaco, 1935 
San Bernaghetto nickname San Bernadino, California. Collected in 
San Bernadino, August 2004. Numerous Internet.usag§&, but none 
inpfiijym.xw 

sanction noun in organised crime, punishment by death us, 1997 
sand noun 1 c(jutbpfB^ .i962. 2 cocaine US ,sm 
sand vert to in id 11 I 1 11 11 1 I ith sandpaper or 

another abrasive for the purpose of cheatings w 
sandbag noun pon us 2001 

sandbag verb 1 .ecurity, and 

then suddenly attack them Originally a term from poker, used to 
describe a betting strategy, and then expanded to btgadsr use us, 
1940. 2 in poker, to decline to raise a bet whi e holding a good hand 
in the hope of driving up the bet later in the play,® 1947 
sandbagger noun 1 1 -1 1 h I ill in p; nent into security, 
and then suddenly attacks us. 1940. 2 in [he sport of clayshooting, a 
competitor 'who by devious methods shoots in a lower classbthan 
Sis true form warrants' uk me 

sandbox noun 1 a toilet; a lavatory. A reference to a cat's toilet 
habits, intended as cute us, 1968. 2 in computing, the research and 
development department A recognition of the playing nature^l' 
research us, mi 

Sand Box Express noun military transport to Saudi Arabia or Kuwait 
‘ rSllfing the first Gulf war us, mi 
sandburner noun a:Jeep4i| : #s>- 

sand flea noun , at the beach 

byt rarely if ever enters the water us, ress 
sandgroper noun a person from the state of Western Australia. 

Western Australia has vast tracts of desert Australia, w 96 
sandhog noun a tunnel 
Worker us i9@. 

S and J noun a beating by a police officer An abbreviation oi 
'SfntSftceand judgment' us,4w 

S and M nickname'' anta M in til 1 I 1 1 L Angeles California 

uiim 

S and M; s-m; S & M noun 1 sado-masochism us. iseu. 2 in a sado¬ 
masochistic relationship, slave and master (or mistress). A con- 
..ration ofmeanmg with 'sado-masochism' though not of context 
us. 1977. 3 sausage and mushrooms us, 19% 
sand nigger noun an Arab; an Indian or Pakistani person. Highly 

Sandoz; Sandoz's noun LS maceutlcals, 

the Angina) Swiss manufacturer of the drug:® is& 
sandpaper noun 111 m rrd In have been altered for cheating 
by a minute sanding of the edges us, m2 
sandpaper vert ► sandpaper the anchor to job that 

need not and, in fact, cannot be performed us, 1975 
sandwich noun 1 - in Iving more than 1 people, the specific 
nature gjfj^iich varies with use, usually sex between one woman 
and two men, one penetrating her vagina and one penetrating her 
anus, A term given a lot of attention in 2000 when actress Cybill 
Shepherd dedicated a chapter of her autobiography to a 
description of herhaving taken the part of the filling in a 'Cybill 
Sandwich' with (wo stuntmen us. 1971. 2 heroin sandwiched 
between layers of cocaine uk ms. ► a sandwich short of a 
picnic (basket) 1 1 11 1 1 May l 1 mdwich','one 

sandwich’, 'two sandwiches’ or 'a lew sandwiches' short of a 
picnic, all variations of the not all there theme. You may also be 
'a pork pie' or 'two apples' short of a picnic uk 1392 
sandwich verb 1 and tobago, mo. 2 in 

poker, to Surround a player with two confederates whose 
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sandwich job | Saturday night syndrome 


betting tactics relieve the middle player of his bankroll and drive 
hito-lrom the gametes® 

sandwich job noun condemnation surrounded on either side by 
faint praise us, mi 

Sandy nickname a Dougl A-1E ill | i ills effective in 
providing cover for combat rescue missions in Vietnam us, 19 so 

Sandy McNab; Sandy MacNab noun a taxi. Rhyming siahg% ■ 


Sandy McNabs; sandies nc 




a. Rhyming slang, ijr ci 


Sandy Powell noun a towel. Rhyming slang, formed from the name 
of the. popular northern:: comedian, 1900-82 ok 1 , fear 
san fairy ann it doesn't matter, it makes no difference; don't worry. 

French pa ne fait rien uk. 1927 
San Fran nickname San Francisco, California us. 1957 
San Francisco bomb noun usee: FRISCO SPEEDBALL 
sanga-wanga noun e 7 ibago, mo 

sanger noun a sandwich aUSiMua, ism 
sanitary noun a well-built, efficient cart/s, 1956 
sanitary adjective 1 n I 1 < n < 11 u ill cut cosmetic frills. 
A wonderfu example ol standard English promoted into slang us. 




ar thf 


sannie noun a wo, ms >see: 

SARNIE 

sanny noun a sanitary towel; hence, a tampon uk, 1971 
sano adjective IS, 1988 

sano; sanno noun empty toilet cans from 

unsewered households. From 'sanitary 1 Australia, rod 
San Q nickname the San Quentin state prison, San Rafael, California 
US, 1993 

San Quentin breakfast noun a male under the age of legal consent 
as an object : of sexual desire us. 197s 
San Quentin briefcase noun a large portable stereo system associ¬ 
ated, stereotypica' y, with h ack youth culture. San Quentin is the 
most famous of Califerfra-s state prisons us. 1990 
San Quentin quail noun 1 gir 1 id he age if legal consent. San 
Quentin is California s argest state prison In the 1940 film Go 
West, Groucho Marx played a character named S. Quentin Quale, 
an insictejoksK m> 

Santa Barbara noun hi hold 'em poker, an ace and a king as the 
'•fifirst two cards dealt a player us, mi 
Santa Claus rally noun an increase in stock prices between 
ChristfB.as. and the end of the year fg 76 
Santa Marta; Santa Maria noun potent marijuana with a reddish- 
gold colour, originally cultivated in northern Colombians, 1979 
san toy noun 1 m inn 1 I nin ml boy', as in'the 

boys' uk 1932 

sap noun 1 a gullible fool UK mis. 2 in borstal, a weak trainee who is 
'not very bri ghtf I rom the previous sense on 1978. 3 a short club; a 
police officer® nightstick us, im 

sapazzola noun semen us. ms 
saperoo noun a complete fcol us, ts» 

sap gloves noun glove eigh I 11 .. damage when used 

to strike someone us ms 

sappernouni 1 mi m 'il irth ietnam e commando. 
Members ol the North Vietnamese Army's combat engineers, and 
|hu?'the name, derived from the longstanding UK sense of the 
word as 'a soldier in the Engineer Corps, the Royal Sappers and 
Miners'. 'Sappers inside the wire!' was a warning call that US 
soldiers did not want lo hear us, ms/. 2 during the Vietnam war, an 
Australian combat engineer, especially one who searched and 
destroyed enemy tunnels Australia, 1990 


m the perio® ih |Kg spring when maple sap is'. . 
running. This period is also known as 'sugar weather' Canada, 1993 
Saracen Pig, Spartan Dog! used as a humorous description of an 
argument. From Woody Allen's 1996 film What's Up, Tiger Lily? 
(followed by Take this! And this!), revived and popularised by 
: SPVs.Keith Olberman while broadcasting footage of ice hockey 
figpyiiS ip 2 

Sarah noun a single, /ich and happy woman uk 2002 
sardine noun 1 a shark. Surfer humour us. ms. 2 a despised person 
1.9m 

sarf London noun south London A jocular attempt to say It 
fiorreEtiy UK, mne§ tsm 

sarge; sar'nt noun a sergeant, often as a form of addresss us m7 
sarky adjective sarcasticjp^,.«43:' 

sarnie; sannie noun a sandwich Reduced from an upper-crust 
pronunciation of 'sandwich', In Qlasgow a 'sannie' is preferred UK 

sars-fras noun 1 lo grade narijuana cigarette us, 194s 
sarvey; sarvie noun this afternoon. Only in the phrase 'the sarvey', 
by metanalysis from 'this arvie' Australia, 2003 
sarvo noun finis afternoon. Only in the phrase 'the sarvcfi, by 
metanalysis of 'this arvo' Australia, 1942 
sash noun anything used to tie around your arm while injecting a 
drug us, im 

sashay verb I- fi 1 1 I len pr itive manner. A 

corruption of the I rench chasse, (a gliding dance step) us. 192s 
Saskatchewan grunt noun a dessert of berries and; dough O" top, 
as in Nova Scotia, but with saskatoon berries Canada, 1987 
sass noun disrespectful, flippant back talk A corrupted pronunciation 
Of the British sauce us, i 83S. 

sass verb to talk back to someone; to speak to someone with 
disresp.ect.us sss 

sassafras noun marijuana - I n the 1 1 ent identity and 
■Coincidental uses of the sassafras tree ( Sassafras albidum ); a native 
of North AtVtgt*t£a which is used as a source of natural mediciag) 
and tea us. 1944 

sassy noun rt AHAMAS, 1982 


satchel noun ► in the satchel couujrled, mined; beholden to 
someone else. A variation oftfoe'&ere common in the bag ujg&ft ’. 
satchel-swinger noun a bookmaker Australia, ms 
sat-com noun vale ite communications uk 2001 
satellite noun 1 ns on the fringes of a prison 

gang without actually joining 11 us. 1992. 2 a small-stakes poker 
tournament, the winning dfwbich etifttes the player to entry in a 
Mgfcgi stakes tournament us. 1990 
satin noun Italian In 1 - itin ine An inexpensive 

wine us. 19m 

satin and lace noun the face. Rhyming slang uk ms 
satin and silk noun milk Rhyming slang uk 198s 
Saturday night noun in dominoes, the double blank piece us, 1 959 
Saturday night special noun 1 an inexpensive handgun, usually 
small calibre us. 1968. 2 in computing, a program designed under 
3 who regularly 

appears in the casualty department at weekends in search of food 
and a bed. us 19% 

Saturday night syndrome noun 1 tachycardiac fibrillation us 1992. 

2 prolonged local pressure on a limb with resulting prolonged 
ischemia (inadequate-.ttjod supplyjvSo named because of the ten¬ 
dency to drink to the point of extreme intoxication and then pass 
asjt with a.limb dangling across arm of a chair or the edge of 
a bed us, sac 3 the stress and fear suffered by preachers who wait 
until Saturday night to write their Sunday sermon us 2000. 4the 
tendency of a restaurant kitchen to fail to live up to its 


potential 


re busiest rright of the week, Saturday night us, za 
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sauce noun i 2 in drag racing, a fuel 

mixed from nitromethane and alcohol us 19 .3 impudence; 
impertinence ok m: 4 spirit; courage. I rom the song 'Baby's Got 
Sauce’ by G. Love & Special Sauce us, 1997. ► the sauce the best 
BAHAMAS, 19® 

sauce verb to speak impudently or impertinently to someone uk isb 
saucebox noun an impudent person uk isss 

sauced adjective dftlf* US, 1985 

saucepan lid; saucepan; lid noun 1 a pound. Rhyming .Sldng;<Qr 
quid uk i95). 2 a Jewish person Rhyming slang for yiduk > 96 0. 3a 
■Child. Rhyming slang for kid uk. i960 
saucepot noun an impudent person. A variation of saucebox uk im 
saucer noun 1 a tablet of MDMA, the recreational drug best known 
igs -ecstasy. Perhaps there is an implied pun on. flying saucers uk 
1 996. 2 a silver dollar coin us, 1959. 3 in pinball, a scoring hole with a 
bevelled lip us 1977 

saucer cap noun AG-44 service cap us, 1990 

saucered and blowed adjective a ready tp'go;.for use in 

'pny way Canada, i»? 

saucy adjective 1 attractive; desired us. aw. 2 very drunk us 1997 
Saudi cool adjective warm to hot. Gulf war usage us, 1991 
sausage noun 1 l 2 someone foolish or 

gullible; used as a gently reproving term of address. Affectionate, 
childish and jocular uk j952. 3 used, often while reproving or gently 
Chiding a child or lover, as an affectionate form of address, usually 
qualified with an adjective ui m 4 marijuana us, /9®. 5 a 
marijuana cigarette uk is 78. ► hide the sausage; sink the 
sausage (of a in iDi [uhi- ► not a sausage 

no money; hence nothing at all. From rhyming slang, on sausage 
AND MASH (Cash) UK 1938 

sausage and mash noun i is! none Rl nnc slang uk 1976. 2 a 
collision Rhyming slang for 'crash' or 'smash' uk is6i 
sausage board noun a surfboard that is rounded at both ends 

AUSTRALIA, 1963 

sausage dog noun a $$$$&&!£%&' 

sausage fest; sausage party noun a party with far more boys than 
girls us. 2001 

sausage grappler noun a male masturbator Australia, 1971 
sausage roll noun 1 unemp ment t 11 1 ming slang for the 

dole uk 1972. 2a pole Rhyming slang uk, 1992. 3a Pole. Rhyming 
slang uk 1959. 4 the poll (Lie head), especially in reference to 'Poll 
Tax'. Rhyming slang uk m2 

sausage roll; sausage verb to h 1 e Rl mir In 1 pole 

sauskee noun in circus and carnival usage, fifteen dollars us. mi 
savage adjective good; excellent us, ms 
Savannah noun iftfltaps, a seven us m3 

save verb ► save me ► save right to 

the blossom 1 logging, to fell a tall tree 

without breaking it Canada kso 

saveloy noun 11 1 in ih 1 11 1 he boys'(a gang 

member). Often heard in the catch-phrase greeting, challenge or 
terrace-chant: 'oi oi saveloy!' UK 

saver noun 1 11 nt between two or 

more players lo share their winnings us 1993. 2 a hedging bet 
AUSTRALIA, 1891 

savoury rissole noun a lavatory; an unpleasant or dirty place, or 
location. Rhyming s'larig-for piss-hole, formedBfjan English dish: 
known as a 'faggot' UK 

savvy noun knowledge; intelligence; experience, rrom the Spanish 
saber £{g know) us, im 

savvy verb to unde i I H n butch I inish saber (to 
know), used by a monoglot English speaker trying lo make himself 
understood by a foreigner uk ms 
-savvy suft/x i ire i itelli it i i rmed From French savoir (to 
know). Used for forming adjectives, n fo ows ihe noun uk ms 


saw verb ► saw logs istratlons 

comparing the ► saw wood in pool, to play with 

.aft awkward simke us 1990 

sawbones noun 1337 

sawbuck noun 1 a ten-dollar nole us, isso. 2 a ten-yeai prison 
sentence u$ 1950 

sawdust noun i dynamite us, 1949. 2 dehydrated cabbage Antarctica, 
sawdust joint noun an unassuming, barebones gambling operation 

sawdust machine; sawdust pump noun a hand drill us raso 
sawdust nobility noun an owner of a lumber mill or large timber 
stand Canada, 1956 

sawed-off noun hotgun il 1 barrel I thar 18 inches breech- 

t&-rtiKjzte dr 26 inches overall us 1932 
sawn-offnoun 1 1 1 im ith t 1 1 11 n to a much 

shorter|§j|th to aid concealment of the weapon and en,bartqg-:ffiej‘: 
fethal spread of the 'shot uk im 

saw-off noun an agreement to compromise with mutual benefits, 
especially political Canada, 20m 
sawski; sawsky noun a jeftrjftlfeir note, From sawbuck us 
say noun a stor E igli h g > use uk arm 

say verb ► say goodbye 1 I - 1 11 11 -1 for this piece of 

► say Greg used 

for inviting a challenge s ► say your 

morning prayers to vomit in the morning, especially as a result 
of morning sickness trinidadand tobago, 1979 
sayanora goodbye US, 19M. 

say dooey adjective eight. Po ar 1; say (six) plus dooey (two) uk 2002 
saying hello to Mr Armitage adjective drunk, perhapsSQ drunk as 
to be sick. Derives eithei as a tribute to an unknown man or, 
perhaps, as a reference to lavatory manufacturer Armitage Shartfa; 

say kids, what time is it? used as a humourous call to action. 

I he signature opening of Howdy D< tody Show (NBC, 1947-60). 
Repeated often with referential humour us, 1947 
say now used as a greeting us, jsajt 
say oney noun seven. Rolan, say (six) plus only (one) uk 2002 
say-so noun 1 authority uk is 17. 2 a person's word of honour uk 1537 
say tray adjective nine. Polar 1; say (six) plus tray (three) uk 2002 
say what? 1 used as a request to repeat what has just been said. 

An Americanism uk 1 999. 2 used for expressing disbelief at what 
has jast..!fSth: safe us, ms? 

say what and so what? 1 I of what has 


jUst b 


in said us 


say when! used to ask when enough food has been served or drink 
been poured. ByfelWpsts UK im 

SBD adjective used of a fart, inaudible but sme y. An abbreviation of 
-'silent but deadly’ Canada, 2002 
sea noun inform ill 1 1 i[ eland, 1997 

scab noun 1 a strike-breaker. I rom earlier usage as 'a generally 
contemptible person' us us-. 2 a thief uk 2003. 3 a stingy person; a 
miser Australia, m. 4 a citizens' band radio operator. A derisive 
term used by purist shortwave radio operators us, ms. sin western 
Canada, a saddle Canada, nsi 

scab verb it 2 to search for a poss- 

ihle sex-partner. Elawaiian youth usage us 1 «2. 3 to cadge 
something Australia, me. 4 in pinball, to obtain a result through 
luck, not sjkffl u& 1977 

scabby adjective non-union Australia, m2. ► I could eat a scabby 
dog used as a declaration of great hunger In Glasgow use uk 
SCOTLAND. 1996 

scabby eye noun a pie. Rhyming slang uk 1992 

scabby-headed adjective ► I could eat a scabby-headed wean 

used as a declaration of great hungei n Glasgow use. 'I could eat 
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scab duty | scatty-yatty 


a scabby-headed cat' is the familiar variant tn the midlands 
SCOTLAND, ms 

scab duty noun -Jew South 

Wales, the picking up of litter.as a school punishmentAUSTRAUA 

scablifter noun a doctor uk me 
scad! used in expressing anger os, 2001 
scadge noun a tramp UK-Menum 19% 
scads noun earlier sense 

specifiafotfioney us m 

scaffle noun phen lidin h 1 1 iti lal dri known as PCP or 

angel dust us. 1994 

scag; skag™™ 1 Im n line 2. arette us 1945. 

3 inferior alcohol us /■»/. 4 ar 1 unattractive girl or woman us ns 
scaggy adjective addicted to heroin. Extended from scag (heroin) uk. 

scag-hag; skag-hag noun 1 a female heroin addict Combines scag 
(heroin) with conventional 'hag' (a woman), on ihe model of fag- 
hag (a woman smoker) uk 1999. 2 someone who enjoys the 
company of heroin-users. A gay coinage; combines scag (frerbrefi 
with conventional 'hag' (a woman), 4n the model of fag-hag 
(someone who enjoys the company of gays) us 199s. 3 a heterosex¬ 
ual woman who takes pleasure in the company of homosexual 


scag-head; skag-head noun a heroin addict A combination of scag 
(heroin or cocaine} and head (a user) UK; uses 
scag jones; skag jones noun a heroin addiction us rsfer 
scag nasty; skag nasty adjective repulsive in the extreme us 1994 
scald noun tea Ireland. 1996 

scale verb to ride a bus, train or tram without paying. Earlier, since 
1904 (Australian NationalEUamtiary) used intransitively to mean 
’tO avoid pse'irYg' AUSTRALIA mi 
scaley noun a signaller in the British military us 1995 
scalie noun a person employed on a vehicle weighbridge Australia, 
ip>76 

Scallicon Valley nickname the Inlormafon technology sector In 
Liverpoo. A pun on scally (a Liverpool rogue, hence a 
Liverpudlian) and California’s mythical-SSeon Valley, in the world's 
eyes the home of computer science uk; 2001 

scally noun a rogu 1 .gan rough 11 1 A shortening of 

scallywag used in Liverpool slang uk. 19m 
scally verb to behave in lawle manner. From the noun sense uk 


scallybip verb s is outside 

hanging washing on the 're to dry us. 1972 
scallywag; scallawag; skallywag noun a disreputable fellow US, im 

scalp noun 1 the ippea hi" 1 1 | 11 igraph >erf Miner's photo¬ 
graph on the video box I rom the sense of a 'scalp' as a 'trophy' 
uk 7995, 2 a toupee us 73®'"’ 

scalp verb'i to buy tickets for an event and resell them, usually 
Outside the event itself. Originally stock exchange slang, then 
passed into broader general usage us, isss. 2 to beat up a rival gang 
member and steal his gang patch new Zealand, 1999 
scalper; scalp noun 1 1 1 " /s tickets for a sporting or 

entertainment event and resells them at a profit us, is69 
scaly noun an acting detective constable in a Metropolitan Police 
Crime 

scaly leg noun a commao flrpst'rtute tJLS tin 
scam noun 1 a scheme by w s forced Into 

bankruptcy and taken over by organised crime us, m2. 2 a scheme 
to defraud people us, m3. 3 a report; the latest Information us 1977 
scam verb to cheat or defraud someone us m3 
scammer noun 

scammered adjective drunis ullkgBS 
scamp noun a4$jgf$f 1808 


scampi noun a ver itt 1 ive man loted in nnection with a legal 
dispute over rap lyrics by BBC News, 6th June 2003 uk. 1997 
scan verb to exa thing us, 1 9ss 

scandal bag noun a plastic bag Jamaica, 2003 

scandalous adjective 1 2 mean-spirited. 

The variant 'scan'Ious' also exists us, xm 
scandalous! elief or shock us, 1997 

Scandi adjective Scandinavian uk 1996 

Scando-pop noun I ill I I II I _ I I I u II. 1 

cbunjry uk 2003 

scanger; skanger noun rsland, 2003 

scanties noun kimj knlcker hence in 111 Hwear (usually 
women's) UK so? 

scants noun skim | inderj int isual men ). A shortening of 
SCANTIES UK, 7968 

Scarborough Fair; Scarborough noun hair. Ephemeral rhyming 
slang, formed from the tit e of a 1966 recording by Simon and 
GatfOpke) uk , 1998 

scare verb ► scare the shit out of someone to terrify someernd 


Scare Air noun an i then m n ill irlin < mating, on land, 
bush dr water, in British Columbia Canada, 1989 
scare cards™™ n poke he i >nge i u I in a player's hand, 
exposed to other players accidentally on purpose us, 1995 
scarecrow noun an empty police car parked at the side of a road to 
deter speeding vs. m 

scare-do noun an mill atte ing or unf 1 I 1 nable h lirdo 1 
scaredy-cat noun 1 trdly pe 1 hildish uk 7933 
Scare Ontario noun Air Ontario Canada. 1997 

scarers noun ► put the scarers on someone to tighten 

someone Australia, ms 

scare up verb to find something by hunting it out; to discover 
something. Fjpfi'th# hunting of game us. ws2 
scarf™™ food us, 19& 

scarf verb 1 to eat, especially to eat greedily and hurriedly us mi. 

2 to lick, suck, and tor ► scarf 

pussy to perform oral sex on a woman us, 1972 
scarfer noun 1 se supporter's 

loyalty is advertised by the colours, pattern or insignia ofasetff 
uk 1999. 2 in the usage ofyouthfu mode road racers (slot car 
racers), a fast car. From scarf (to eat), suggesting that the car 'is 
eating up’ the track us, m? 

scarfing noun self-asphyxiation as a masturbatory aid uk 1994 
scarf up verb to acquire Extends from scarf (to eal hungrily), poss- 

". | ., SCARL UP I" Ap"" ' 

scarlet collar adjective working ir he e industry Using'scarlet 
woman' with the model collar' and ‘blue collar’ workers 


scarlet sister™™ a prostitute us. mi' 
scarper verb 1 to dep rt, e leciall in a hi ry Ultimately Italian 
scappare (to run away) or, ess ikely, rhyming slang for Scapa Flow 
for (to go); via polari into more general usage. Variants include 
'scarpa 1 , 'scaper', 'scarpy' and 'scapli' uk im. 2 to remove 
something; to disflifS someone. Circus; a-vgfiattpfl of the previous 

scary adjective good US' 7969 

scat noun 1 exen )m Greek skat 

(dung) us 1927. 2 sado-masochistic sex play involving defecation us 
1979. 3 heroin us 7949. 4 low quality, low cost whisky us, 1950 
scat vert to travel fast; to leave Often used as an imperative us 1954 

scattered adjective drunk UK, So$„ 

scatty adjective I From ‘scatte r- 

brained' uk 1911 

scatty-yatty noun en slang, probably acquired 

from West Indian slang uk 2003 
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scavenger noun that wins 

often, that 'eats up' its competition us, mg 
sceg noun a surfer Variant of skeg. Australia, ms 
scenenouni r ti rti n A iperfli u 11 le cube further a 
person, place, thing, or happening us, ms. 2 a personal choice or 
taste; a favoured setting or milieu. Originally black usage, then via 
jazz into hippy circles us, 1966. 3 a sexua interlude us, mu 
► make the scene i to arrive and participate in a social 
gathering us t ss 2 to go where something of interest is 
happening us. 1950. 3 to have sex us, 19a, 
scenester noun a person porary fashionable 

society us, 2003 

sceney acf/ect/Vefashu nabk part h en euKim 
scenic route noun in horse racing, running outside the pack on 

schainer yid; shayner Yid noun an honest and absolutely 
trustworthy Jewish man Yiddish for 'beautifu Jew", especially in 
.the second spelling uk im 

scheitl; shietel; shyckle; shyker noun a wig, Polari; from Yiddish 
sheytl (a wig worn by Jewish women who have married in the 
Orthodox tradition) uk m2 
scheme noun a li 1 ng estate < tland ms 
scheme-on noun a person's regular opening line in a singles bar us, 

schemie noun someone who lives on a council estate I he element 
of Scotland’s social housing System that is popularly known as 'th£: 
sttbfjmes' Scotland 2000 

schimmel noun cent, a blond, 

'C&loyttess person Canada, im. 

Schindler's List; Schindler's adjective drunk Rhyming slang for 
pissed, formed on the title of a 1993 Oscar-winning film by Steven 
SpielbergAtBRStw; 1994 

schinwhars; chinois noun person uk, 2002 

schitz verb t of sustained 

methamphetamine use. From 'schizophrenia' us, 1993 

schitz; schiz; schizo; skitz; skiz noun anyone who is considered to 
be mentally ill; generica y, a mad person; specifically, a schizo- 
pbr#rfett$; ms 

schizo; schitzi; schizy; schizzy adjective schizoid or scb/zophrenic; 
used derogatively 0' anyone whose behaviour is considered 
.eccentric, illogical or mad. Schizophrenia is a severe mental dis¬ 
order mistakenly understood by readers of modern thrillers to be 
little more than a split-parsoBalityuj-,i*t 
schizz noun a pet n 1 tin 1 11 izophrenia us, 1973 
schlanting noun cheating austmua, m2 
schlump verb to move heavily 
schlumph verb to drM alcohol uk 19% 

schmende noun 11 uni 1 .n's) end elaborated in 

cod-Yklcfeh us; ms 

schmick; smick adjective Australia, 19% 

schmock; shmock noun hefoint'K war 
schmoogie noun a ffiefSiM 

Schneider verb 1 1 in 1 in 1 11 I tvin m opponent 

scoreless Also in the shortened form 'Schneid' us, 1955. 2 in 
gambling, to defeat someone completely us. 1997 
schnoinkrouri 1 Jewish rson. A deliberal ffensive and 
insulting term used by non-Jews; it appears to be 'oink' (the-tttfoSfi 
a pig) dressed ymb=mocl^®fsh Uk razz 
schonk verb to hit someone uk 2002 

school noun i in poker, a roupofpl i I ustomarily play 
together uk til/. 2agroupo f people engaged in a gambling game, 
especially two-up Australia, wk 

schoolboy noun i iiu 1“ i leine ugh syrup. An 
Inference that these are beginners' drugs us . .. 2 heroin uk, 2003 


schoolboy draw noun m ; kei 1 In in th il unlikely attempt 
to improve a hand us, 1988 

Schoolcraft nounpjapfeipaineuK, ms 

schoolie noun 1 a school student Australia, 1994. 2 one ol a group of 
a young persons holidaying having just finished high school 
Australia, 1993. 3 a school teacher Australia, m9 

Schoolies Week noun 

a week following final high schoohexacns during which vast 
numbers of students descend upofi certain tourist areas to 
celebrateyt&tttWtM, ms4 

schoolmarm tree noun wo trunks have 

grown together and- ,crossed; afspjthe tree itself Canada, m2 
schoolmate noun a fellow prisoner us. 1949 
school of crime noun a prison us, m2 

school of hard knocks noun me dilua 1 emolional and physical 
experiences of growing up, seen as enfictiing. The university of 
life for the working-classes us. m2 

school solution noun a military tactic as taught in the classroom us 

schooner noun a 15-fluid-ounce glass of beer. In South Australia the 
same name is used for alO-ounce glass of beer Australia, m2 
schtonker noun m In 1 1 1 n II hi | In 

stonker falsely suggesting a YidiSft etymology uk 2002 
schuss noun i li n itte er 1 tew 1999 
schussley; schusslish adjective giddy, silly Canada, 1999 
schwag; shwag noun 

schwallied adjective drurtl pm 

schweenie noun the pen - iriatior weenie I [ lis) using a 
■Yidcfteh tnadsl of reduplication amended with 'sch' or 'schm' us, ms 
schweinhund noun a despi ble per n m Jerman w (pig 
and hund (dog), as used in British propaganda and fiction as one 
t>f the few words employed by any Nazi guard to refer to a BfifSft 
prisoner, and hence into tdfie; British vocabulary of abuse -ok mi 
schwindely adjective among Nova Scotians of German descent, dizzy, 
unfocused Canada, 1999 

schwing! used as a voca isation 0! the sound a penis makes getting 
suddenly erect al the passing of ,1 beautiful woman. A gift to teen 
i-siangfrom Mike Myers and his 'Wayne's WbriEf sketches us, 1992 

science fiction noun 

scissorbill noun 1 1 outsider us m2. 2 a 

incompetent, stupid, 01 du I logger Canada, ra89. 3 on the railways, a 
new and incompetent worker. Not praise os rjxtt 
scissor-fingers verb h rten 1 perf rmanct iften accompanied 
by finger gestures mimicking the use of scissors us mi 
scissors noun marijuana us, 1977 
scissor-sister noun 

contact by spreading her legs as scissor-blades and so conjoining 
withranother woman in a sijrrtflar position. Adopted as a name by 
New York band Scissor Sisters who found international success in 
2004 us, 2004 

scluttery adjective overweight Canada, 7999 

scobie noun 

scobo noun a black person us; 1947 

scody adjective i 2 agreeable us, rase 

scoff nouni 2 in the Maritime 

.Provinces, a feast Canada, 2002 
scoff verb to eat us, im 

scoffins noun SCOFF is 'to eat’, 

'bitis.only logical that 'scoffins'are 'that which'!#,#ten* t& mi 
sconce nounffteihead uk is67 

scone noun the head Australia, tit. ► duck the scone to plead 
guilty; Formed on scone (fe : lhead);;|pifi bending the head in 




561 


| scout's honour 


unspoken affirmal - ir i.k i i bow the crumpet and nod the 
nut Australia, 1984 ► off your scone mad. A variation of off 
your head Australia, 1858. ► suck your scone in! mind you own 
business 1 , nonsense! A variation-of fitiLp your head ini 

AUSTRALIA, 1984 

scone vert to hit someone on the head Australia, ms 
scone hot adverb vigorously Australia, 1927 
Sconnie nickname a resident of the state of Wisconsin us. 1997 
scoob noun a beverage. Gulf war usage uk, 1991 

scoobied adjective etfuflk UK, 2003 

scooby adjective to treat a prisoner unfairly W$rri scooby-doo (a 
prison officer) uk 1996 

scooby-doo; scooby; scoob noun 1 a clue. Rhyming slang, based 
on a popular animated cartoon charactei produced by Hannah 
Barbera since 1969 uk Scotland, ms. 2 a prison officer Rhyming 
slang for screw (a prison officer); from the cartoon character uk 

1996. 3 a look. Rhyming s ang foi 'view' uk 2001. 4 a marijuana ciga¬ 
rette. Sccioby Doo, a= popular animated cattesotdharacter produced 
Mpjftah Barbera since 1969, disguises dooby us, 2000 

scooby snack noun 1 marijuana us, 1997. 2 a drug via: acts as a 
depressant or relaxant, usually Valium™ us, 1995 
scooby snacks noun 1 any food lhal is hungered for while under 
the influence of marijuana f rom the insatiable appetite of 
cartoon characler Scooby Doo us. 1996. 2 MDMA, the recreational 
drug best known as ecstasy uk 2003 
scooch verb your body by 

‘slidingos »«5 

scoof verb to steal something uk. Scotland, me 
scoop noun i the latest nf mati n i to 2 a drink 

Ireland , 1991. 3 the convex curvature of the bottom of a surfboard 
us, Ties 4 the recreations drug GHB us, 1993 
scoop verb 1 to be the first to report a news story us, 1946. 2 (of a 
beer enthusiast) to drink any type of beer as a means of collecting 
and fiicording that particular brew uk 2003. 3 to kiss $gpone us, 

1997. 4 to arrest someone us. 1977. s in high-low poker, to declare for 
both highland low us. m 

scooping noun Ho , i i i i II in Kill ding different 

types of beer by the simple expedient of drinking each one uk 200.1 
scoot nouni i 2 lotorcycle. A 

shortened 'scooter' us, m r 3 a dollar iis 1 m 4 an obnoxious drunk 
NEW ZEALAND, 1398 . ► on the scoot 

scoot verb i to leave in a hurry w, 2 to sltduk im 

scooter noun 

scooter tracks noun faecal stains in underwear us 1989 
scooter trash noun a motorcyle gang member us. 1939 
scoots noun i mphey-ii; 1997. 2 diarrhoea pS'Ws 
scope verb to sef- ill 1 meone nething us, 1974. 

► scope on to look at or e limine < ne ne 1 something us. 1990 
scope; scoper; scopey noun an 'nepl, clumsy or stupid individual. 

A rebranding of'spastic' in line with the Spastic Society's 1994 
name-change; the change to Scope was intended to avoid the 
'n*p§ommon use of the word "spastic" [which] has insidiously 
assumed misrepresentation that intends the word as an twjak uk 


scope out verb i i u i u i u e mine something; to 
check something out us. 1973 
scoper; scope jockey noun a pathologist us, 1994 
scope, scam and scheme used as a formula for seduction us. 1990 
scope worker noun in circus and carnival usage, an astrologer. An 
abbreviation of 'horoscope worker' us, mi 
scorch noun a m - 1 in 1,1 e potential us. 1959 
scorch verb to tare 1 ' 11 "i 1 11 - thing 11 ►scorch 

the iron to operate a train at a Mgfi rate of speed (is, w? 
scorcher noun 1 a very hot day uk 18/4. 2 in ball games, an extremely 
hard shot uk>, 


scorching adjective extremely 1940 

score noun 1 a ir bl in 1 I 1 robber s.1949 2 aone- 
'ifne payment from a criminal to the police to avoid prosecution. 
us, 1972. 3 a sale, especially of drugs or something e se illegal us. 
i9i4. 4 a prostitute's customer us, 1963. 5 a sexual conquest us, 1970. 

6 twenty pounds, twenty dollars uk 1929. 7 in betting, odds of 20-1 
uk, 1991. ► keep score to perform the paperwork required of a 
police team us mo. ► the score the state of affairs, the current 
sitrajfian veto phrase 'know the score' us, ism 

score verb 1 t Dm mil 1 ill 1 1 ind especially 

dishonestly us. 1914. 2 to make a sexual conquest Australia, 1907. 

3 (of a police officer) to extract ,1 one-time bribe from a criminal 
U' avoid prosecution us, m . 4(of a horse or rider) to win a race 
Australia, 1969. ► score on to get the best of someone verbally us, 

score! i used a; if a correct answer 

us, 1994. 2 used foi expressing joy us, 2002 
scorebag noun twenty pound rt 1 1 Iruguk raas 
scorpion noun 1 1 11 “i of MDMA h recrf tional drug best 
known as ecstasy uk 1996. 2 cocaine uk 1998. 3 in dominoes, the 

scotch noun an improvised place to sleep Barbados, me 
Scotch noun irjttifting odds, even .uk mi 

scotch call; scotch ring; scotchie noun a telephone call that is 
unanswered by pre-arrangement and which acts as a signal or 
message without entailing the esfcfif a telephone call south Africa, 

scotch egg; scotch noun the leg. Rhyming slang; usually plural uk 


Scotchman noun a Scotsman. In conventional use until during C19 
andyMiilst not strictly incorrect, had been superseded by 
'Scotsman' aprfeth sides of the bordenA 1998 
Scotchman's shout noun a I 1 here! hp on pays their own 
way NEW3£Amt0,;.i942 

scotch mist noun ► turn scotch mist to vanish; to fade away uk 


Scotch mist adjective du ml I nil I I I PISSED kill 
playing on the nebulous sense of Scotch mist and a taste of 
Scotch (whisky) uk aw 

Scotch screw noun a nocturna emission of semen us, 1937 


: that strikes the front wall 


Scotland the brave; Scotland verb to shave. Rhyming slang la 1998 
Scotland the brave; Scotland noun a wave, Glasgow rhyrntagcslang 

UK: SCOTLAND, 1988 

Scotsman's grandstand noun a vantage point overlooking a 
sportsground, permitting viewing with littlfe or ne payment new 

ZEALAND 1993 

scott; scot noun cat (heroin) us. mi 

Scottish adjective e i II uninhibited ie el n h my is a mystery 
CANADA, 2000 

Scotto- prefix Scottish UK 2000 

Scotty noun 1 1 i I tin in-i k i ition produced by crack 
cocaine. Taken from the catchphrase 'Beam me up, Scotty', first 
heard in edjt science-fiction television series 'Star 7 ?# £1966 - 69) 

scouse noun a meat and vegetable stew. An abbreviation of 
'{ofoou$e*ta favourite dish efsailorssince the Cl7 )uk im 
Scouser; Scouse; scouse noun a person from Liverpool uk mo 
scout noun familial term of address for a male Ireland, me 


scout around; scout about i 


search and explore a place or 


scout's honour noun II - I I I II king pledge or oath to tell the 
truth, A reference to the Boy ScdUts-of America and their pledge 
.to be truthful us, im 
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scow noun in trucking, an espec ially arge truck us, 1946 
scrabble™™ rad nr Probably deri li m scrabbling on 
floor for fragments of the drug, tie-zees 
scradge noun food A British contribution to the slang of the South 
Stole ANTARCTICA, 2003 

scrag verb i l 2 to murder 

,Som eorttos, 1930 
scraggy adjective shabby us. 1940 

scraggy Lou noun influenza Rhyming slang (or flu uk 1992 
scram noun a black person us, 1940 

scram verb to leave quickly. Probably a reduction of'scramble', poss- 
i^tpfpm German schrammen (to ruft’aMyJuj; w?s 
scram bag noun in 11 u ind 1 11 il 1 ige 1 uitcase that is 
always packed In the event, that a hasty departure has become the 
prudent cojflggiof action u$;,Sti 

scramble noun 1 aduHerat 2 ack cocaine. From 

the effect on the user or. 1994. 3 in motorcyle racing, a race in 
difficult, terrain os. 00. ► the scramble the chaotic movement 
Of pedestrians as soon as traffic lights permit Australia, 1984 
scramble verb 1 to live hand-to-mouth by a variety of hustles us, oac 
2 to sell dr«jgK$.ji$i 

scrambled egg; scrambled eggs noun the gold braid Insignia on 
#n officer's cap or unlffirm UK 1943 
scrambled eggs noun mental confusion 01 mental illness us, raw. 

► have scrambled eggs to be drunk. Rhyming slafig for, 
'scrambled' (out of control) legs uk ; 1992 

scrambled eggs cap; ham and eggs cap noun a Captain or First 
Officer's cap, with gold 'scrambled eggs applique us. m2 
scrambler noun a street-level drug seller us, 1990 
scram heat noun he urge 1 ter ipt escape from prison us m2 
scram switch noun in compeling, an off switch for use in an 
emergency us. mi 

scran noun 1 2 an 

ip^®jif. iack slang fffifjS narc (an undercover narcotic officer! uk 

scranker noun in 1 te in 11 1111 11 1 he (fateful Dead, a 

follower of ilf band Who has lost all touch with reality us 1994 
scrap noun la 2 it Hawaiian 

youth usage us m2. 3 change from a one-pound note or coin uk, 

scrap verb to fight US, 1997 

scrapenouni 1 11 1 1 n 1 2 a shave Semi-conventional 

usage uk 1859 3 a gynaecology al dilation and curettage (D&C) of 
the uterus uk >994. 4 an abortion uk me 

scrape verb ► scrape the bottom of the barrel; scrape the 
barrel to employ, but not thi igh 1 1- >me ne or something 
of inferior standard us 1942 ► scrape the mug to shave us m2. 

► scrape the paint in h 1- icing race ery close to the 

ipliti ra\\AUSTRALIA, 1989 

scrape job noun an abort il one us m2 

scrap iron noun 1 | ter nd fangerou )l< iholic concoction 

made from wood acohol, mothba Is and ch orine us 1992. 2 in 
prison, weights for body buildihg;®; m 
scrap metal; scrap noun a kettle. Rhyming slang uk 1992 
scrapper noun a fighter us im 
scrap track noun on the railways, a hospital us m 
scratch nouni money us, 1914. 2 unemployment benefit Ireland, 2000. 
3 a masturbatory minipulition fthe clip a 4 m 1 >i 

rhythmic effect created by manipulation of a vinyl recording 
us 1995. sa drug addict us 2001. 6 rubber marks left on a surface 
when a car speeds away 1 is. i960. 7 an attestation by a superior that 
a polibi officer was on his beat at a given time us 
scratch verb 1 11 ii hi ih inyl reci 11 reate sounds and 

rhythms. Scratching, as a technique, was invented in the late 
1970 S by 13 -year-old Theodore Livingstone(Ifter Grand Wizard 


Theodore) and widely recognised by the mainstream in 1983 With 
the release of 'Rockit' by Hgjlgj Hancock which featured 
Grandmixer DST scratching us m. 210 sign-on for unemployment 
benefit uk 2000. 3 10 forge us m2. 4 to erase something; to 
withdraw something from a competition uk im. s 10 whip 
someone; to mark someone with a whip UK nss. 6 to paddle a 
surfboard energetically us; ne. ► scratch gravel to leave quickly, 
especially in a car us, ms. ► scratch head to have sex. From the 
sense of head ► scratch your 

monkey (used 1 1 Iru 1 I Ii 1 u 1 u lint habit with an 
injection or othei ingestion of the drug us 1992 
scratcher noun 1 1 ; 1 11 I ra he hei 1 ed signature Into 
a window on the underground us 1997. 2 a tattoo artist, especially 
an unlicensed amateur us 1997 3 a forger us m2. 4 a prison warder 
who is expert in searching a cel! uk 1980. 5 a rough bed or sleeping 
tia$ NSW ZEALAND, 1964 

scratch house noun in in lensive I irding house or biothel us m2 
scratching noun h irehir 1 11 n pr nises uk mi 
scratch man noun a forger us, 1962 
scratch off verb to leave, especially in a huoySs, 195& 
scratch pad noun very inexpensive lodging us, 1946 
scratch sheet noun a leaflet or pamphlet offering 'inside' tips on 
horse betting us. lag 

scraven adjective gluftenouj; greedy GUWyA,iM : 
scrawbee-looby noun 1 dl >r I goal, a fluke, or one that barely 
got past the goalkeeper Ireland, 2000 
scream nouni aim remel idi il u 1 1111 1 person or thing. 
Originally used in theatre slang, now simply melodramatic us im. 
2an appeal against criminal conviction. Prison slang us, 1990s. 3a 
police .search uk i 

scream verb 1 to complain us 1984. 2 10 inform the police or prison 
authoritiesc/s im. ► scream like Tarzan; scream like ten 
Tarzans to she ut loudl t ibago 1939 

screamer noun 1 blatant ml ispici u I mosexual us 1997. 2 a 
hysterical hospital patient us, ms. 3 an arrest warrant us 1990. 4 a 
police siren us 1992. 5 in drag racing and hot lidding, a very fast 
car us, 1958. 6 a hamburger with hot sauce and onions us 1997. 7 in 
typography, an exclamation, mark (!) uk 1933 
screamer and creamernoun a woman who is vocal during sex us. 


screaming adjective 1 Used as; 

intensifier since the mid-C19, but in a. slangy homosexual se 
much more recently us rax. 2 excellent; the best us, m> 
screaming area noun in a hospital, the medical screening are 


Screaming Lord Sutch noun the crutch or crotch. Rhyming slang, 
formed from the namtdOf'rock musician and politician, founder of 
the Monster Raving Loony Party, David Edward Sutch, 3rd Earl of 
Harrow, 1940-99. In the 1960s he changed his name by deed poll 
to Seceamlng Lord Sutch * 1992 

screaming meemies noun I / expressed 

US. 1927 

screaming shits noun 1 ammonly 

found in expressions such as, Td rather die with the screaming 
shits' us 1947. 2 diarrhoea, used with 'the' us mi 
screaming sixties noun the latitudes of 60 to 69 degrees south 
ANTARCTICA, im 

screamy adjective me Irama - hi 1 1 1 e tremely extroverted. 
Homosexual usagf us, m 







563 


screech | scrubber 


screech noun i 2 dark, strong 

Jamaican rum imparted into Newfoundland Canada, 2001, 

3 powdered lime juice. Military tt/f, 1995 

screechie noun technician us, 

screech-in noun iii I undland 11 it in h h a newcomer is 
given screech to drink and ppR asked to sample the ocean tem¬ 
perature with a a cod Canada, 2002 

screel verb to complain loudly trinidad and tobago, mi 

screeve noun S® 

screw noun 1 a pi i i -i ill I nun an obsolete sense of 
'screw' (a skeleton key), hence a 'turnkey' or harder', or perhaps 
from 'thumbscrew' (an instrument Of torture used in C 17 prisons) 
uk, 1812. 2 an act of sexual intercourse us 1929. 3 a sexual partner, 
potential or actual, of either gender, objectified uk 1937. 4 a wage 
uk 1858. sa salary newzealand. 1984. 6 a mischievous scheme 
trinidad and tobago 7 a took Australia, 1907. ► have a screw 
loose to b ae uk m3 

screw verb 1 to have sex uk 1725. 2 used dismissively as a synonym 
for 'fuck' in exclamations and curses uk 1949. 3 to burgle. A C 20 
usage from the earlier senses (a skeleton key; and to break intpa 
building using a skeleton key) uk 1812. 4 to swindle or cheat 
someone uk mo 5 to ruin something Probably a shortening of 
screw up uk 1976. 6 to stare at someone; to look at someone 
accusingly Australia, 1917. 7 to leave us, ms. 8 in pool, to apply spin 
to the cue ball to affect die course of the object ball or the cue 
ball after striking ihe object ball us, urn. ► don't screw the crew 
a catchphrase injunction: do'not have sex'with your workmates. A 
corporate updatir|gjpNOT on your own doorstep uk 2003. 

► screw daft 1 1-. Generally 

something of a boasl uk 200,0 ► screw the arse off someone 
to have vigorou - il meone ► screw the pooch 

to bungle or to rum something. ► screw your brains out to 
have sex with great regularity and force us, mi 
screwage noun a computer malfunction due to design error us. mi 
screw around noun h Mi 1 I round to 1 - 1 ime us 1939 
screwball noun an odd, eccentric, or crazy petscKj us 1933 
screwball adjective odd, eccentric US 1936 
screwdriver noun 1 

screw (a prison officer) uk 1951 . 2 a person who evades work or 
dirty. Rhyming slang for skiver uk 1992 
screwed adjective dhipk w; 

screwed, blued and tattooed adjective in misfortune or 
trouble that there is no likely escape Canada, 1969 
screwed up adjective 1 troubled, disturbed uk not. 2 spoilt; wrecked; 
fouled up. A euphemism for fucked up us, 1943. 3 being locked in a 
prison cell. A pun on banged up, via bang (to have sex) and screw 
Ite have sex), ox, i»m 

screwface noun the look presented by a person who is staring UK 

screwhead noun a crazy per 1 tat u are hen you have a 
SCREW LOOSE UK, 1997 

screw-hole noun an unpleasant locatto UK, .2001 
screwing adjective 111 1 no i|| I 1 il I in the Jamaican 
patois verb 'screw' (to frown) uk, 1996 
screw job noun an f iloi tion 1 ther maltreatment us, 1987 
screw over verb to treat an kempt or cruelty in 

any way; to betray someone, to viqJSfitse someone, to cheat 
someone. A variation of screw uk 2000 
screws noun ► put the screws on; put the screws to to put 
pressure on someone, especially in relation to economic oper- 
atraiif'pr debt recovery us. 1 m 

screwsman noun 1 hoi breaker burglar 1 thief Originally‘a thief 
u$ing a skeleton key' uk, ?sk 

screw-up noun 1 an action or circumstance that has been handled 
badly res, i960. 2 an awkward person an incompetent, a blunderer; 
an inadequate person us. i960 


screw up verb to bungle; to (ail in a task; to perform something 
rpiprly us. 1942 

screwy adjective IZ - - mill US, 1887 

screw you! u ml 1 n mptu u li ni il 1 muting screw for 
fuck in fuck you! with the same senses us 2000 
screw your buddy noun in pork, ,1 ihree-player game In which all 
players play against all other players us, 1993 
scribble verb in computing, to inadvertently and detrimentally mod¬ 
ify a data structure us, mi 
scribe noun a letter us 10s 

scriber noun in the television and film industries, a writer us, 1977 
scrid noun a very sma amount Barbados, ms 
scrilla; skrilla noun money us; im 
scrimy adject/Ve despicable; lowdown us, 1952 
script noun 1 a pm ription 1 1 nar n -mil rfoigedpie 

scription us. /«*,. 2 in prison, a letter. Possibly from a (medical) pre- 
.jqfiption seen as a piecSff Of writing wifb-the tot^JjfeHspf making 
you feel better us ism. 3 a forged cheque us 1950 
script jockey noun a screenwriter us, 19 m 
scroat; scrote noun iespii II mar I bably from an abbrevi¬ 
ation of 'scrotum) us, i97$ 

scrod noun 1 an ageing motor ist 10 still I I 1 he part but for 
the motorcyle is a stage pS?| { not a way of life us 2003. 

2 any small fish, usual v haddock 01 cod. Phis word is pah of an 
old joke: 'Did you get scrod in BssEon?'-'lt's the first time I've 
been asked in the pluperfect subjunctive? Boston is a usual 
destination for Nova Scotia fish Canada, mi 

scrog verb to have Sdxpjf f* 

scroggin noun a mixture of dried fruits, chocolate, nuts, and grains 

NEWZEALAND, 1991 

scromp verb to have sex us m3 
scronies noun pepperoni us isne 
scroogie noun a screwdriver us. mi. 

scrot rot noun eatiness of the 

jsctetutr and surrounding, areas uk 2m 
scrotty adjective grotty, probably by 

elision of 'it's grotty’; in teenage use us m2 
scrotum noun ► on the scrotum alert, nreprred. A play on the 
rpc^i@rn/rtQn''‘S)nthe ball’ us. 1949 
scrounge noun a habitual borrower; a freeloader us 1937 
scrounge verb 1 11 i imm 1 1 11 1 ► scrounge off 

someone 1 freelo I 1.nge off someone uk 1959 

scrounger noun 1 per 1 kno n f< their I lit 10 beg, borrow, buy 
or steal what is neede d Respected and valued us, 191s 
scroungy adjective u | il i earch of relp us. 1959 
scrub nouni ecially one 

who does not share your high standards of morality, style or per¬ 
sonal hygiene uk 1900. 2 a person attending a dance who is not 
asked to dance for long periods of time TRiNiDAfooJm) tobago, 3971. 

3 a f rst-year college student us, oin. 4 a substitute player on a 
sports team us 0 9. s in hip-hop culture, a performer of little or 
no talent us m2 

scrub verb toe iing; to reject 

dgmettiing. A figurative application of the conventional sense 'to 
erase'; originally recorded in 1828, current use dates from military 
use in World War 2 uk mi. ► scrub round to cancel something; 
to forget something, especially by agreement uk 1943 

scrub-bash noun ijournt hrough 1.1 iland Australia, m2 

scrub bash verb ishland, to drive a 

vehicle through busft&nd Australia re« 
scrub-bashing noun 

scrubber noun 1 2 an 

unattractive woman Australia, 1977. 3 an inferior horse bred in the 
l<3XlfitIyMSTRAUA, 1874 
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scrubout noun 2003 

scrubs noun loose-fitting, sterilised clothing worn in hospital 
operating roerWc/s, mi 

Scrubs noun ► the Scrubs Her Majesty's Prison Wormwood Scrubs 
in westibShdon Uk ism 

scrub up verb to appear after roomir Alwaysf II >wed by a posi¬ 
tive adjective or adverb Australia, ms 
scruffbag noun a scruffy per n riginall id n-and-out' uk 1973 
scruff puppy noun i girl 1- "| e 1 . ind sexual desire us. 


scruffy and dirty noun in betting,'W«tsof 160-30 Rhytning slang 

UK. 1991 

scrum noun som e rhyming slang 

for a 'threepenny bit', rhymes on synonymous 'thrums'; back in 
-gfcuiation as the perceived worth of the old com AysreAt/w m 
scrumdiddliumptious adjective iremel deli 1 1 . or delightful. An 
elaboration of scrumptious uk irn 
scrummy; scrummie adjective excel ent; delicious. An abbreviation 
of scrumptious; often used as an exclamation of delight uk ms 
scrump verb t an old dialect word 

for a ‘withered apple' uk i860 
scrumper noun a stealer of apples from orchards uk mo 
scrumping noun an act of stealing apples from an orchard. From the 
verb scrump uk 1999 


scrumptious adjective delicious. Often used |pti exclamation <§ 

scrumpy noun 11 I h li ml fermented apples; an (often 
Illicitly made or homemade) rough cidei Wes: country dialect, now 
widely known uk, 1904 

scruncheons noun ed and used 

to garnish fish and brewis Canada, 19m 
scrunch up verb to squeeze in; to huddle IS, tUz 
scrungies noun g Australia, 1991 

scrunt verb to I mum standard of living 

I ItINBAB'AND TQBAGO, 19M 

scruples rounij|gk cocaine us. 1994 

scuba diver; scuba noun ming slang for 

scud noun i wine UK: Scotland. 1990. 2 crack cocaine uk. mo. 3 a state 
- 0 r nudity Variant elaborations ineiuds 'scuddy 1 and 'saatterogny' 

UK: SCOTLAND, wn. 

scud verb to slap someone or deliver someone a glancing blow uk 
SCQflMD ms 

scudded adjective drur Used t I i [ ii ing the 1991 war 
against Iraq, 'ipf^ipgjan the missiteos, wr 
scudder noun person us, 1972 

scuddy adjective naked |g$ 

scuddy-book noun 1 1 iphic magazin itland mo 

scuds noun the female breasts A comparison with Scud missiles us, 

scuff noun in motor racing, a new racing tyre that has not been 
, Apken in us, 1993 

scuff verb line ' make a living us, 

mi. 2 to prepare new racing tyres for a race us 1993 
scuffer noun 1 a police officer uk i860. 2 a prostitute us. 1971 
scuffle noun life, perceived as a struggle us, m6 
scuffle verb 1 in 1 ive b luring mi 1 il working us 1901. 

2 to weed a patch of potatoes without disturbing the plants 

CANADA. 1990 


scuffler noun a person who scrounges to earn a living on the fringes 
:# legality us isos 

scuffs noun 1 bedroom slippers. So named because of the scuffing 
sound they make when you walk us 19. 2 shoes us 1987 

scuff up verb to engage in a fist fight us r mi 


scugly adjective very ugly us, iMfj- 

scull verb to quaff or down a drink in one draught Variant spelling 
Xtf SKOAL; SKOL AUSTRALIA, 1984 

scum noun 1 - 2 in prison, a 

sex offender; a convicted paedophile uk mo. 3 semen us, ms 
scumbag noun 1 a low, despi ill '-1 n I 1 I ghest profile use of 
the term in recent years was in late April 998, when US 
Congressman Dan Burton publicly called then-President <Jllr»tckT"|i. 
scumbag'. This was shortly before the revelation that Burton was 
the father ofa chili born out of wedlock, a revelation that silenced 
his public judgments on President Clinton's morality. Iw May 2004, 
the word got another 15 minutes of fame when it was used inihe 
fcnilyfhendly Blondie camiKStrip, provoking serious outrage 
among some readers us a z. 2 a condom. Combines scum 
( semen) withes conventional container; however it is nest; until the 
1960s that 'scum' stands apart from this usage us 1900. 3 a 
prokrtutgus im 

scumball noun a despicable person us, mi 
scumbucket noun a despised pfersgriieK os?:-' 
scumffverb to massage the enital th 11 1 1 thing. Etymology 
tMESTtain uk 2001 

scumhead noun a contemptible person us ipk' 
scummer noun r despicable lowlife who ices are for hire 
Perhaps-forri the C14 sense of the word as 'a pirate' us ms 
scummy adjective unpl im | ible igur tive use of the con¬ 
ventional sense (pol uted) us, 1932 

scum of the earth noun a inattractive or 

despicable person, us. 19m 

scumpig noun a low, despicable person uc. 1997 
scumpteen noun a vague, large number us 1940 
scum-scrubber noun 1 1 i| 1 1 I 11 raphy arcade whose 
job js fc clean up the semen left by customers us im 
scumsucker noun a low, despicable person us 1971 
scum-sucking adjective despicable us, im 
scunds noun a'Seterrcl helping i$. im 
scunge noun 1 filth AUSTRALIA, 1966. 2 a stingy flatSon; a mfeSr 
Australia, 1988. 3 a habitual cadger Australia, 2003 
scunge verb to cadge something new Zealand, 199s 
scungeel noun 1 I life I reputable per n From the Italian 
scungili, (squid) us; im 

scungies noun a pair of men's close-fitting and revealing nylon 
swimming trunks Australia, 2003 
scungy adjective sordid; dirtyAUSBStlA, jps, 
scunner noun a nuisance F irst recorded of persons in 1796, and of 
things in \8 ®Buk SCOTLAND. im 
scup verb to swing. Rarely heard us mi 

scupper noun 11 111 1 1 man 1 n in earlier sense as'a 

prostitute’, in turn deriving from 'a hole in a ship's side' uk 1970 
scupper verb to put an end to something; to thwart someone; to 
destroy something UK ms 

scurb noun a subur I in 'lnl I' nfine his skateboarding 
’.Ir, streets and sidewalks us. im 

scurve noun a graceless person; someone who is disliked us, 1951 
scurvy adjective 1 ui enpi I it ugly t > 2 very thin us, 2001 
scuse;'scuse verb 1 - use meone; espe II m 01 as an 
abbreviation of the phrases: excuse me, please excuse me. In con¬ 
ventional use from Cl5, and considered a colloquial sldverting 
since C19 uk im 

scut noun 1 the end of a cigarette Ireland, k«. 2 a contemptible 
person; someone of bad charactei Ireland, 1975. 3 any menial medi¬ 
cal procedure us ms 

scut verb lo ride on ihe back of a truck or van Ireland, 1991 

scut duty; scut work noun tedious, menial work us. im 
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SCUttered adjective Cffttr)fe(ti6S»/va 1002 

scuttlebutt noun gossip, rumours f rom the name of the drinking- 
water board a shift ■around which sailors gathered to 

gossip'i4 n9t 

scutty adjective filthy; decrepit Ireland. 1992 
scuz noun a dm , I reputable lerson us, 1973 
scuzbag; scuzzbag noun 1 desf it und rable person A vari¬ 
ation On SCUMBAG US 1980 

scuz rag noun d 'Wipe floors us. 


scuzz verb to be nvolved in sleazy activi i keep unpleasant 
company; to move in low circles uk, tm 
scuzzball noun a despicable person as im 
scuzzhead noun a despicable person uk 1997 
scuzzy adjective disgusting US, 596? 
scwhag adjective inferior; shoddy us, 1998 
seaboard adjective u ed 11 rderi take f iata 
restaui^ntos, 19®' 

sea daddy noun in the US Navy, a mentor us, 1 992 
seafood noun a nlora n obje .. exual desire us, 1963 

seafood breakfast noun woman in the 

morn'mgAUSTRALiA, ms 

seafood plate | I French s'il vous 

plait us, 1984 

sea-going bellhop noun a member of the US Marine Corps. 
Derisive, used by other branches of the armed services to mock 
tte-USMC dress umisrlftt/s isw 

seagull noun 1 a pe 1 h nstantl n lain raa. 2 a casual 
wharfslde worker Australia, ms. 3 a person who walches what bets 
are baihgmade by big spenders and then makes a small bet on 
the horses favoured by the big spenders us. im. 4a combat pilot 
who has become reluctant to fly us 1990. 5 a rugby union player 
who remains outside tight play in the chance that the ball will 
break loose new Zealand, 1975. 6 chicken us, 194s 
seam shooter noun a criminal who specialises in blowing up safes 
by placing small amounts of explosives in the safe's seams us, 1949 
seam squirrels noun in circus and carnival usage, body lice us mi 

Seamus Heaney noun 1 bikini ... lang formed from the 

frame of the Irish poet (b.1939) uk, 2003 
Sea of Green noun in iriji 11 1 in 1 I lique from British 

parntfobiaiCANADA, 2002 

sea pie noun In the Ottawa valley, a Sunday meat dish Canada, ms 
sea pig noun a fat Surfepp^ ms 

sea pussy noun the sea anemone. Based on a visual comparison 
with the vagina Bahamas, 1982 

seaqueennoun homo il tilor or ii[ teward; a homosex¬ 
ual man with .1 taste for seamen uk, 2002 

search verb to try lo buy illegal drugs us, 1997 

search and avoid; search and evade verb used by US forces to 
describe the activities of tf» South Vietnamese Army. Not praise 

searcher noun i prisone 1 ntir lida th 1 rison inmates who 
are suspected of carrying drugs uk 1996 
search me I don't knowus'#jf 

sea stack noun 1 1 ill li nn ranite 1 rted b eiosion, just off 
the ocean near Newfoundland Canada, 2002 
sea story noun a tale about the teller's exploits, real and imagined 


seat noui ssigned to ride as a passenger with 

another officer as im 

seat verb to perf in ml- 11 meone tralia mo 

seat back! used t reserve 11 11 >u briefly leave the room 


seat cover noun an attractive woman. Citizens' band radio slang us, 


Sea Thing noun 1 h King h | 11 pm i for the Canadian 

Navy from Sikorsky in 1963 Canada, ms 
seatman nouni in | ison, a male hon 1 1 ho takes the active 
role In anal sex Australia. 1983. z in circus and carnival usage, a paid 
tdstoroer, employed tosbfiw'ehthusiasfb'is, tsar 
seat-surf verb to move from empty seat to empty seat in a stadium 
or auditorium, gradually improving youf position us, 1994 
Seattle tuxedo noun a clean flannel Shirt us, mr 
seaweed muncher noun a surfer m7 

Sebastian Coe; Sebastian; seb noun the toe. Rhyming slang, 
formed on the name of a celebrated flpip;athlete (b.1956) who 

sec noun i a second ijk, tun. z a capsule of secobarbital sodium 
(trade name Seconal™), a central nervous system depressant ug . 


seccy nouni a second An elaboration oi sec rather than an abbrevi¬ 
ation of 'second' Australia 1971. 2 a capsule of secobarbital sodium 
(trade name Seconal™), a sMjtp) nervous System depressant us, 

secko; secoo; sekko noun a sexual deviant; a sex 


seco noun Seconal™, a barbiturate US, m 
second noun a close friend Barbados, ms 
second balloon noun a second lieutenant us. 1956. 
second banana noun a person in a supporting role. Originally 
applied to a supporting comedian us, 1953 
second base noun 1 in i teenage 1 11 iti 11 f sexual activity, a 

leiii.iaf foreplay, most usually referring to touching aijgirfe breasts. 
The exact degree varies by region or even school us, 1977. 2 in 
casino games of blackjack, the seat or player in the centre of the' 
table directly across from the dealer us raso. 3 in a deck of playing 
cards, the card second: frjarii the bottom of the deck us. ms 
Second Chance University noun Sir George Williams University 

second-generation joint noun a marijuana cigarette made with the 
remains of other marijuana cigarettes us, razz 
second hat noun hi 1 nl irill instruct 1 1 Marine Corps. 
Jiysually the most verbally abusive of the three drill. ltetructo.rs:§t}|J- 
work together as a team us,. 1991 
second John noun a second lieutenanti&?ss£ 
second nuts noun in poker, a good hand that is beaten by a better 

seconds noun 1 sex with 

someone else. Often preceded by the ad crave 'sloppy' us, me. 2 a 
second helping of food us, 1 -a. 3 playing cards that have been 
altered for cheating us 1950. ► the seconds; touch of the 
seconds second thoughts; a fear of consequences. Metropolitan 
Police slang uk 1954 

second second noun in (he television and film industries, an 
additional second assistant director us, 1990 
second-story man noun 1 a burglar us, m. 2 a skilled card, cheat 
who deals the second tjjrd'in a deck as, r»s 

second to none noun hjRjrh us; am 

secret squirrel noun an intelligence operative. In military use in 
Northern Ireland during the 970s; from the animated cartoon 
hero created by iMria Barbera and first seen irt.ihis own television, 
'itiow in 1965 uk im, 

seducing vampires adjective - 1 1 1 n I bleed period of the 

menstrual cycle Canada, 2001 
see noun a visual inspection us 1973 
see verb Mo understam 1 1 I 1 < relieve imething 

Elaborated i#|if wordplay: "1 see," said the blind man, as he put 
down his hammer and saw.’ us isso. 2 to have Ihe ability to read 
music W, ms. ► see a brown friend out to the coast to 
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defecate uk 2002. ► see a man about a dog to go to the toilet. 
Jocular and euphemistic uk. mss. ► see it coming a mile off to 
predict an obvious event, often only with the benefit of hindsight 
An elaboration and intensification of 'see it coming' uk 1966. 

► see red to be angry ijk non. ► see Steve to use cocaine us, 
i 9 s2. ► see the colour of your money to see your money; to 
be paid ijk 17/s. ► see you coming to take advantage of your 
•gutljiMfty UK, m 

seed noun 1 2 jelessly out of 

•touch, mith current fashions and trends. A shortened form of 
hayseed us, 1968 . 3 in a deck of p aying cards, an ace us, ms. 4 in 
private poker games, a one-dollar betting chip us mi. 5 a dollar us, 
i96i. 6 the butt of a marijuana cigarette us, m2 
seed money noun money needed to start a business us m3 
seeds noun marijuana; a marijuana cigarette. Usage is generally as a 
singular noun us, 1x9 

seeds and stems noun the detritus of marijuana, unsmokeable but 
a reminder of what was us mn 
seed spitter noun the perils us 20m 
seedy adjective 1 ill, .unwell"!* isss. 2 in car repair, rusty us, 1992 
seedy rom noun 1 npact di L M lich i exually explicit 
CANADA,, fm 

seeing red adjective experiencing the bleed period of the menstrual 

seeing-to noun 1 I 

as the man doing it to the woman. A sense of aggression is 
implied: consider the contemporaneous 'seeing-to' (a beating) uk, 
ms. 2 a beating Often as 'a proper seeing-to' uk, ms 
seek verb ► seek the sheets to crawl into bed US w 
seek and search noun a church. Rhyming slang UK im 
seen! used for registering agreement or approval. Originally West 
ifldiansMM4/Ot, 7967 
seen? 

see off verb to attend to methin I rl meone 

see seven stars noun 

see the Chaplain! usedfofrjlteiieing a.sofdier who, .complaft® 
excessively us, mi 

see ya round like a Polo goodbye. A variation on see you round 
like a record, plu rig < i ihe hape >f a Polo™ mintwc w» 

see ya, wouldn't want to be ya goodbye us, Idas 
see you around campus goodbye JcWfl 4 ^ ptyi 
see you, Jimmy 1 d 1 rn igg r threatening address to a 

male stranger A cliche in the stereotypical drunken Scotsman's 
vocabulary. Tartan hats with a wilditinge of ginger hair, intended 
as a comic reptfoentatiemofthe generic jock, are marketed as 
'See You Am my hats' uk 2001 

see you later, alligator II I 1 im the use of gator as an all¬ 
purpose form of male address. A catchphrase to which the auto¬ 
matic response was 'in a while, crocodile'; in vogue around 1956, 
when Bill Haley and His Comets had great success with tteJSng 
'See You later Alligator' (although the actual call and response in 
,$|e lyric was 3.-slight variation: 'See you later alligator, after awhile 

■gtpffidife'liUS, 1956 

see you next Tuesday cunt' The 

'see you' make the 'cu' and the initials Jr. follow. See You Next 
Tuesday is the title of Ronald Harwood's 2002 adaptation and 
translation of Francis Veber's 1993 play ts Older De Cons uk , im 
see you round like a record noun goodbye L/K, im 
seg; seggie noun in prison, segregation; a segregation unit us, mn 
seggy noun a cap ul < ml ta ( iiun (tr ie name Seconal™), 
a central nervous system depressant US, 1967 
sei-cordi box noun ation of Italian 

'$/; sey; sei (six) and corda with box (a guitar) uk, im 
seized verb ► seized of 1 d by (an idea 

■tSf project, for example) Canada, 2002 


seizure! used as a cry of triumph, no matter how petty the success. 
Reported as a children's usage, Hay-on-Wye, May 2003 uk. 2003 

seldom seen noun 

selecta! used as an expre 1 rpprova pleasure. Deriving 
from a dance music term for a DJ, via bo selectai (expressing 
approval of a DJ's performance). Partly popularised in the UK m 
the' late 1990s by Ali G (comedian Sacha Baron-Qdhenlu/c.aaB 
selector; selecta noun a DJ A shortening of 'music selector', used 
in modern dartce.culture, especially m the term bo selectai uk 1999 
self-love noun masturbation uk. 2003 

self-propelled sandbag noun a US Marine. US Army i» war usage 

self-toast verb to incriminate yourself Office jargon uk 2005 
Selina Scott; selina noun a spot (a skin blemish). Rhyming slang, 
■formed from the name of a UK television' presenter and 
newspaper colurnniSt.PK m2 

sell verb i to convince someone of something; to trick someone us, 
1996. 2 to gamble on a result lower than the bookmaker's favoured 
spread ijk, 2001. ► sell a hog 1 bluffing us, 1990. 

► sell a pup ► sell backside to 

prostitute youi elf; literal igurativel re, 2002 ►sell 

Buicks to vpfrfit t,t; ► sell someone down the river tft 

betray someone us 027 . ► sell tickets to engage in ritualistic, 
competitive insulting is, ?«u 

seller noun a gambler who bets on a result lower than the 
nookmaset's 'avowed spread UKgsiif 
sell-out noun 1 an act of betraying principle or loyalty us, 2001. 2 in 
popl, a missed shot that leaves your opponent with pgpod shot 

US, 1978 


sell out verb 1 tt illy for financial 

reward. Around long before the 1960s, but promoted and glorified 
in the idealistic haze of the 60s us isss. 2 to vomit after drinking 
-tCr excess NEW ZEALAND, 

selohssa noun 11 11 1 i nonce name 1 pe on or company. 
'Assholes' spelled backwards. Peter Tamony collected examples 
from the San Francisco telephone directory in 1965,1966 and' 
1967. In 1953; Welsh playwright Dylan Thomas introduced th$ 
village of llareggub 1 ('bugger all' backwards) in the play Under 
Milkwood US, 1965 

semi noun 1 a st 2 final us m2. 3 a 

semutraWerA ustralia. 1956. 4 the penis in a state between flaccid 

semi-retired adjective urir^Ste to find work uS, im 

semolina noun 

semolina pilchard nickname ..1 Norman Pilcher of 

the Metropolitan Police. Probably coined by the Beatles. Pilcher 
secured a small celebrity and lasting notoriety in the late 1960s, by 
arresting, or attempting to arrest, pop stars such as lOfo Jones of 
the Rolli ng Stones, and John Lennon and George Harrison of the 
.Beatles; for drug offences, and was hijpjelf later imprisOheS for 
corruption uk, 2001 

semper fi used as a shortened version ol the US Marine Corps 
creed - semper fidelis (always faithful). Used as a greeting, an 
affirmation, and in practically arty-siluajtofi to.mean practically 
anything us, wm 

semper Gumby adjective flexible us, mi 
sen; sens noun marijuana, A clipping of sensimillia uk, im 
senator noun in a game of poker, a dealer who does not play us ms 
send noun the phase of a c< nn I 1 indl hen the victim is 
sent to retrieve money us, mo. ► put on the send in a confi¬ 
dence swindle, to send the victim ol) 10 relrieve ihe money that 
will pass to the swindlers us. im. 

send verb II 2 to 

produce a drug intoxication us mo. ► send a boy to do a 
man's work in poker, lo make a small be: with a good hand in 
the hope of luring players with inferior hands lo continue betting 
us 1951. ► send out a salesman in gin, to discard In a manner 
that is designed folitre a desired card from an opponent us. ms. 
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► send someone packing to dismiss someone, to reject 
someone with immediate effect uk urn ► send the little sailor 
to sea to have sex us uni. ► send to Long Beach to flush a 
toilet Long Beach is a community to the south of Los Angeles us. 


send down verb to commit someone to prison us im 
sender noun something or someone that arouses or excites. 

Originally (mid 1930s) a jazz term referring to a musfe&o who 
excites and inspires a jazz band; in the early 1940s extended to 
gtaptai usijge Often emphasised as solid sender us. jfe 
send-off noun i a funeral. A specialised use of the sense relating 
more generally to any journey us isz6. 2 an occasion at which 
friendly good wishes are offered tosojtaiijne leaving a currentsiiuf 
■@105 for a journey or different employment etc) us, mi 
send off verb 1 to apprehend or arrest someone Australia, 1956. 2 to 
steal something Australia, 

send-upnoun i in i I i t " I ii he phrasal verb send up 


send up verb 1 

parodically uk, mi. 2 to sentence someone to prison us, ms2 
senile street noun an area in a hospital or nursing home 
frequented by saute fis0ig(9$Mgmu& jssz 
senior moment noun a shr il i iter il ir rich an Her person 
succumbs to a mental or physical ladfeSpeneigy-or consistency us. 

sense; sens noun narijuana. An abbr ia n f sensimillia us raw 
sensi; sensee noun narijuana li In n sensimillia Jamaica, m3 
sensimillia; sinsemilla; sinse noun a very potent marijuana 
harvested from a hybrid cannabis plant with seedless buds. From ’ 
the Spanish sin se milla. (seedless). Celebrated in songcby 'Cocaine 
will blow your brain, but sinsemilla is IR IB' by Yellowman, quoted 
•■ifj Waiting FSt Ife Man, Harry Shapiro, Jamaica, m2 
seppo noun an American : rom septic Australia, ms 
Sept. 10 adjective petty, inconsequential. Teen slang, post 11th 
September 2001 us 2002 

September morn noun the erect penis Rhyming slang for horn uk 

septic noun an American. Short foi septic tank Australia, v>70 
septic tank noun rn America Hi n in langfor yank Certainly 
derogatory in origin, and demonstrating a general low-level anti- 
American sentiment prevalent in Australia. In the same way that 
pom demonstrates an anti-English sentiment it is always, more 
joking than serious Australia, m7 

serenity, tranquility and peace noun STP, a synthetic hallucinogen 
that appeared on the drug scene in 1967. Because of its claimed 
psychedlic powers, the drug was named STP after the engine oil 
additive (scientifically treated petroleum), with this trinity of virtues 
produced through back-formation us, 1972 
sergeant from K company noun in a deck of playing cards, a-Hing 

sergeant-major noun n the iice game cr< 1 nd anchor, a crown. 

From 'crown', an army colloquia ism for 'sergeant-major' uk mi 
serial speedball verb to u 1- tine 1 I rup and heroin in a 
continual cycle over a 1 -2 day period uk ms 
serio adverb in a serious mannei This corruption of 'seriously', 
making use of the fem , i:liari5tSg.^ltt(> especially common in 
fipblin colloquial speech Ireland, 19% 
serious adjective 1 used to enhance or intensify uk m2. 2 seriously ill. 
Indian 'English India, 1979 

serious chepnoun inti mat lal 1 lal intercourse. An 

intensified chep (a kiss) ireiand, 2001 
serious headache noun I to the head us, m2 

seriously adverb used to intensify or enhance us rasr 
serpent noun a railway pointsman. I rom the snake-like 'S' on the 
pointsman's union pm us, tstt 

Serpico; Serpico 21 noun cocaine; crack cocaine. From the film 
Serpico, 1973 uk 199s 


serve verb 1 to 111 1 It neone in emi-forma jna 1 friendly com¬ 
petition. After 'serve' (a criticism) Australia 2000. 2 to humiliate 
someone; to hit someone us 7989. 3 to sell drugs to someone US, 
7990. 4 In card games, to deal us ► serve you right; serves 

you right used a an expre ion it 11 that you have got 

your just deserts uk 1837 

server noun a person who hands crack cocaine to a buyer as part of 
a multi-layered selling operation us, 7994 
service stripes noun iruise puncl ires and sores visible on the skin 
of an intravenous drug userus, 7973 
serving noun a beating austsaim, 2002 
servo noun a service station Australia, 7994 

sesh noun 1 a period of sustained drinking. A shortening of session 
uk 7985. 2 a session us. rssa 

sess; sees; sezznoun potent marijuana Variations on sensimillia us 


sessionnouni i pr longe eriod of tead irinking Australia, 7949. 

2 an Instance of sexual intercourse us, 7997. 3 any period of time 
spent scooter-riding with friends uk 000. 4 a series of waves us, ms 
session; sesh verb 1 ncer rate ef >r n 1 ingle objective us, 7995 
set noun 1 a neight lurhor I 1 pecific pi e in - neighbourhood 
where friends congregate us ms. 2 a neighbourhood faction of a 
gang us 2001. 3 ,1 party, espec ially a party with music us ms. 4 a 
group of breaking waves Australia m . 5 a woman’s breasts 
Australia, 7967 . 6 in Fo'se or dog racing, a wager or the cumulative 
^Hjpt of wagers taken against a particular contestant Australia, 
mss. 7 a still used in the illegal production of alcohol us 7974. sin 
prison usa ► have a 

set on to be ho tile 1 1 I n ne , 

set verb to make I- th meone ► set (her) 

down in trucking, t< nake rdder top - ► set in the 

woods in ►set 

the centre in the gambling game two-up, to ensure that the 
spinner's wager is covered by the other players Australia, mo. 

► set them up tb:organise a round of drinks UK tw 
set adjective havin 1 1 -1 ettl upon Australia, 1915 

set about verb neone uk 1879 

set back verb :al uk isss 

set in concrete adjective immu ibis malt ible A variation of set 
«' stone uk MS 

set in stone adjective immutable; unalterable. A figurative appli- 
#Mon of the conventional -sense UK ?®s 
set joint noun prevent players 

from wfppg® 7968 

setter; setta adjective seven; seven (pre-decimal) pence uk isso 
settle verb ► settle your hash tflesubdue you; to silence you;$» 
defeat you; to Wll you UK ism 

settler noun >n who 

determines thefffoal odds on an event after all bets are taken ; t!| : 


settlers noun di e that have 1 1 h land ire thrown with an 

altered ^Hpiwith great effect by a skilled cheat us 19& 
set-up noun i 2 an 

arrangement, organisation or situation us, mo. 3 a scheme for the 
entrapment of a criminal or the incrimination of an innocent;®, 
7968 . 4 the equipment used to inject a drug us, ns?. 5 a place 
setting at a dining table us, 1934 

set up verb esper 11 i riminal 1 irran ircumstances in such 
a way that the target of this arrangement is rendered vulnerable; 
to create a victim, to incriminate someone us, ms 
set-up man noun r crimina h ide itifi |l n and organises 

seven noun 1 a telepl 101 le number. I rom the seven digits used in US 
telephone numbers us 7998. 2 in eastern Australia, a seven-fluid- 
otiince glass of beer Auaas.tM, s#' 
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seven and seven noun i 

Seven-Lip™ soda and Seagrams Seven Whiskey™ us, 1976. 2 after 
1971 in the Vietnam war, seven days of ligjjhjfnd recuperation, 
followed by seven days of leave us, 1991 
seven and six noun 1 1 1 1 dilfia.lt [ iti n) Rh ming slang uk 

1992. 2 a young Mod App; rently the mod favoured tee-shirts from 
Woplworths costing seven shillings and skpenoei/K m 3 
seven and six verb to fix something. Rhyming slangdk: iSS 2 
seven and sixer noun 1 (he cost of a 1960s' 

wedding licence, seven shfflin^ and sixpence uk 1998 
Seven Dials noun piles, formed on 

a once notorious area of central London uk 199s 
seven-eleven noun 1 n II imount ifmone given to a gambler 
who has lost all their money, either by a casino or his fellow 
gamblers is, »» 

seven-o noun seventy; 70th Street us, me 
seven out verb in craps, to roll a seven before making your point, 
TJlifofosing.ets ta 

seven-ply gasser noun the very best thing us, m 
sevens noun ► all the sevens seventy-seven. In Bingo, House or 
Housey-Housey calling, the formula 'all the' announces a double 
number t/x, 1943 

seventeen-wheeler noun in e it 1 I I true! ith a flat tyre us, 


seventh wave noun h 11 1 ult 1 1 1 II nany others and 
proves to be climactic disaster. From the belief that every seventh, 
wave is larger than the six before after us, im 
seven-up noun crack cocaine. A pun on 'coke' as a soft drink and 
drug us, ms 

seven-year itch noun a (notional) need to be unfaithful to your 
spouse after seven years til marrlage uk, 1936 
severe clear adjective of the weather, perfect for flying Canada, ras9 
severe like noun a strong desire for something us, 1984 

severely adverb very much uk im 

sew verb ► sew the button on in oil drilling, to finish a job us, 1954 
sewer noun la eir ; II i[ minenf ein 1 ntable for drug 
injection us, 1994. 2 in pool, a pocket that is receptive to shots 
dropping us. 1990. 3a person who cannot keep a secret us, 1955 
sewer hog noun a ditch digger 
sewer trout noun while fish of unknown origin us, m 5 
sewing machine noun a mall reign-mad 1 Drag lacing usage, 
heard before the great influx of foreign cars rriteifie US us, 1970 

sewn-up adjective finitoddlW, 1966 


sex noun the genitals. A literary nicety uk 1938 
sex verb to have sex with someone us 196c, 
sex appeal noun false breasts us, mi 

sexational; sexsational adjective very sexy; very sexually attractive 

sex-bomb noun n sexually a 1 ing pe on especially a woman, par- 
•ficularJy ons With exaggerated but stereotypical sexuality uk m3 
sexcapade noun a sexual adventure. A combination of 'sex' and 
'escapade' US, isd 

sex case noun a sex offender uk 19 96 

sex changer noun 1 rr ruter cable ith either two male or two 
female connectbtS: pS, tmt 


sex down verb to make a thing le ippealing Derived as an 
antonym for sex up uk 2003 
sexed up adjective sexually aroused uk 1942 


sexile vert to force your roommate from your shared housing while 

sex kitten noun 1 1a ttracti ur man who exploits 
her appeal. Coinage apparently inspired by’Sfm actress Brigitte 
Bardot (b. 1933) UK ms 

sexo; sex-oh noun 1 2 a person who 

is preoccupied with sex new Zealand, 19 59 

sexpert noun n 

'expert' us. 1924 

sexploitation noun the exploitation of sexual imagery for 
commercial gain. A combination of 'sex' and 'exploitation' us, os 
sexpot noun a sexually exciting 

sexstasy; sextasy noun MDMA, the recreational, drug best (known: as 
ecstasy, taken with the erection enhancing drug Viagra™ us 1999 
sex tanknoun a holding cell reserved for homosexual prisoners US 1963 
Sexton Blake; sexton noun 1 a fake; a forgery. Rhyming slang, 
formed on the name fafi 11 il detective who first appeared in 
1893 and continued muptmt well into the 196Cfc ©fitish artist Tom 
Keating, 1917-84, famously forged works attributed: to 
Gainsborough, Degas, Boucher, Fragonard, Renoir and Modigliani; 
in 1976 he confessed to having painted 2,000 Sexton Blakes uk 
1984. 2 a cake. Rhyming slang, formed on the fictional detective. 
Considered obsolete by Julian Franklyn, A Dictionary of Rhyming 
Slang, 1960; however, Ray Puxley, Cockney Rabbit, 1992, records it 
as ‘long established' uk 1 w. 3,1 'take' in television and films, 
iiiyming slang, formed on the fictional detective uK tm 
sex up verb ti I to make It 

more attractive and appealing Recorded in 1984 as 'to render a 
■manuscript (more) sexually exciting' UK, tm 
sex wagon noun a car that appeals to girls US, 1994 
sexy adjective u r ed 1 de il u in 1 1 lered to be desirable, 

very interesting or influentia A figurative application of the sense 
as 'sexually attractive’ UK 1980 

sey; sei; sa; say adjective six. Polari, from Italian sei uk, 1996 

shack noun 1 a In >11 r that ud ilth and in ites burglary us, 1950. 
2 especially in Tasmania, and south and west Australia, a holiday 
house of any size or quality Australia 1998. 3 a room, apartment or 
house us i9 rr 4 in 1 1 1 11 1 1 1: 1 I 1 1 I radio set is 

housed us, 1976. 5 a direct hit on the la-gel by a bomb us 1991. 6 a 
sexual episode us 1995. 7 a rear brakeman on a train us, 1977 >see: 
CHIAC 

shack vert 110 live together as an unmarried couple. Very often 
used in the variant 'shack up’ us 1935. 2 lo spend the night with 
someone, sex almost always included. Notbhe ongoing relation* 
:||ip suggested by the older term shack up us. 1996 
shacker noun a sexual partner who spends the night but does not 
live with yott-BS m2 

shack house noun a brakevan (caboose) us. szz 
shacking noun a party or social gathering us 1972 

shack job noun 

without the burdens or blessings of marriage; the arrangement us 


shack rat noun a soldier who has moved in together with a woman 

shack-upnoun t per 1 1 It! h 11 1 ire 1 ing 11 id enjoying sex 

without the burdens or blessings of marriage us i960 
shack up vert 1 to take up residence, usually of a temporary nature 
us 1942. 2 lo provide living quarters for a lover us, i960 
shaddup! be quiet 1 A slurring of shut upi uk 1959 
shade noun 1 a hi i I per 1 )ffer e 2 a suntan us 1997. 

3 a legitimate business that acts as a cover for an illegal enterprise 
us 19>78. 4 detached superiority us 1994 
shade vert 1 to redu methin light nd radually us 1997. 2 to 
mark the backs of cards, with a scfiie shading of the existing 
colour us 1979 
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shades | shake 'n' 


shades noun i sunglasses us, mss. 2 police tftemi®, 1997 
shade spade noun aft Arab. Offensive t&itm 

shade-tree mechanic noun hanic of dubious 

questionable honour and the best of intentions us, 1992 
shadie noun a n i it 1 e till 1 ung man It [tends his life on 
•sSe edges of crime us. mm 

shadow noun 1 1 collect! for an illegal mon lender u. ", 2a 
' Suck that is not equipped with a citiisns’ band radio following 
one that is ?s* 
shadows noun dark glasses US nss- 

shady adjective i _ ng it impre ion fdish nesty; disreputable; 

not quite honourable uk ;s 6 2. 2 detached, aloof us 1994 
shady lady noun a prostitute us mm 

shaft noun 1 the 2 I intercourse; hence, 

a woman objectified sexually I rom the veil; uk ms4. 3 poor 
treatment us. 1959. 4 a crankshaft Hot rodder usage us. 194s. 5 the 

leg as #* 1 

shaft verb 1 fron 1 1 nale erspective, t > have sex. After shaft (the 
penis) uk 1962. 2 to mistreat or abuse us 1959 
shaft artist noun a person who is prone to cheat or behave unfairly 

shafted adjective in deep trouble; in such deep trouble that your pre- 
position is unrecoverable. Synonymous with fucked uk 1994 
shatter noun a single ox in an ox-pu I contest or for work Canada, mss 
shafting noun trouble, unfeir*|r|iweht«ic moo 
shaftsman noun a person who Is prone to cheat or behave unfairly 


shafty adjective 11 r- ill ihl nil | [Hilar US 11" 
shag noun 1 an act of sexual intercourse uk, 1999. 2 a sexual partner 
uk mss. 3 a friend newzealand, 19m. 4 in trucking, a small trailer 
used for city driving us, 1971. ► like a shag on a rock all alone 

AUSTRALIA, 1845 

shag verb i to have sex. Possibly from obsolete 'shag' (to shake); 
usage Is not gender-specific uk m8. 2 to leave us. mi. 3 to run 
someone down; to arrest someone us. mu. ► shag ass to leave 
us, 1964. ► shag senseless nt of exhaus¬ 

tion. Generally used as a boast uk 2000 
shagadelic adjective 11 11 mbiningl 1 dickies of 

'swinging sixties London' (from , Hollywood perspective); shag (to 
have sex) and 'psychedelic' (of mind-expanding drugs). Usage has 
aaded sexual overtones to this comic coinage which appears just 
once in the film Austin Powers, TheSpyWho Shagged Me: 'New 
case? Very shagadelic, fiasilf (Mike Myers, 1998) us, 1998 
shaganappi adjective worthless Canada, mi 
shagbox noun the vagina uk 2001 

shagbucket noun rth r despicabl >er in. Related to 
obsolete synonym 'shag-bag' uk, 1997 

shagged; shagged out adjective exhausted, iFpri shag (to have sex); 

1 i( ire lb FU( ked - crude i) uk, 1932 

shagger noun 

shagger's back noun any backache hether 1 not produced by 
over-exertion in sex Australia, mss 
shagging adjective • I in ml isifiei A direct replacement of 

FUCKING UK 2000 

-shagging- infix used as an intensifier uk 2002 

shagging Nora! used as a register of surprise, anger, amazement, 

shagging pad noun 1 ro n I-it fo exi il ..inters Australia, 1995 

shagging room noun in a brothel, a room or cubicle set aside for 
the business of sex uk 2002 
shag-happy adjective obsessed with sex Au50tjA,-1994 
shag me! used f 1 1 1 11 1 1 id 199s 

shag-merchant noun a man who is only interested in having sex 
(and not $ relationships 2002 


shag-nasty noun an unpopular person uk mi 
shag pad noun ms uk 2003 

shag-rag noun 1 1 il I 1 I 1 t[ rtha reli 11 exual content for 

a healthy circulation Combines shag (the sex act) with rag (a 
■newspaper) mtem 

shagspot noun 1 111 ii| I- hick 1 'I- er ire prey) hence, also 

used as a nickname (not necessari v for the afflicted) uk ms 
shagtastic adjective wonderfu , especially in a sexual context uk 2002 
shag wagon; shaggin wagon; shaggin'-wagon noun a panel van, 
station wagon or the like used for sexual encounters Australia, 1966 
shag-worthy adjective se 11 || ittracti e tralia msi 
shakaud/ect/Veexcellent. Hawaiian youth usage us. mi 
shaka ml 1 m 1 u < gnil fraterni Spoken in 
conjunction with a hand signal that emphasizes thesjjpi finger 
and thtS§&.’ Hawaiian youth usage us, mi 
shake noun 1 a moment 1 1 tant 1 ime M 1 1'[ten used in all 
manner of elaborations: ‘in ashake' (Cl 9), 'in the shake of a hand' 
(Cl9, probably obsolete), 'in a brace of shakes’ (mid-C19), 'in a 
couple Of Shakes' (mid-C19), 'in two shakes' (late C19); later C20 
variations are more whimsical: 'in the shake of a lamb's tail', 'in 
the shake of a dead lamb's tail', 'in two shakes of a lamb's whiff- 
whoff (mid-C20), 'two shakes of a donkey's tail' and 'two shakgsOf 
a monkey's tail' u? 191 2 marijuana, especially ihe resinous 

matter that is shaken fo ttie bottom during transit.or what 
remains after the buds have been removed us, urns. 3 any 
adulterant added to cocaine powder us ms9. 4a party, a rent party 
us, 1946. s a blunt demand for money supported by the threat of 
physical force. A shortenedips of shakedown us , 1953 >see: 

SHAKE AND SHIVER 

shake verb 1 to search a person's clothing and body us, 1972. 2 to get 
rid of someone or something us 1,372. ► shake a leg to hurry, to 
get a move on. Extends from the sense 'to dance'; generally used 
In the imperative us, mm. ► shake hands (of a male) to urinate. 
The indirect object has been euphemistical v omitted Australia, 

► shake hands with an old friend 1 used by a male as a 
jocular euphemism when excusing hifhiSffiMigo and urinate us 
1994. 2 (of a male) to masturbate After the previous sense uk 19,74. 

► shake hands with him 1 An allusion 

to 2 i 84 ► shake 

hands with Mr Right I ght is what 

every woman is searching for, hence this humorous reference to 
the penis uk mas. ► shake hands with my friend (of a male) to 
urinate. A humorous allusion to the penis; a variation of shake 
hands with an old friend uk 2000. ► shake hands with the 
Devil (of eithi ► shake hands with 

the unemployed in behind 

'unemployed' is a wiy admission that Hie man in question has 
not been gett ► shake hands 

with the wife's best friend in innate, to 
masturbate Australia, mm. ► shake leg to idle Singapore, 2002. 

► shake the bushes; shake the leaves; shake the trees to 

look for the police, especially so as to warn other drivers. Citizens' 
band radio slang us, mm,. ► shake the leaves in a group of 
'ifiicks travelling down thaimotorway together, to drive in the lead 
ipisition, risking first contact with police watching for speeders us. 
1976. ► shake the trees lo drive in the lead position in a group 
of trucks travelling on a motorway together in a group effort to 
avoid speeding tici hi irivingfast . ► shake them 
up on the railways, to switch wagons or trains us, 1943. ► shake 
white coconuts from the veiny love tree (of a male) to 
masturbate. Coinage credited to surreal BBC comedy The League 
of Gentlemen uk 2001. ► shake your booty to dance in a lively 
me ► shake your 

skirt (rjf a Jwomai$ fn go dancirigig,: ms 9 

shake 'n' vac noun in 1 1 11 it n 1 1 irt ition especially when 

performed by one sexual partner upon another. Shake 'n' Vac™ is 
a household cleaning product that achieved cult status as the 
result of a 1970s television commercial. During the all-singing and 
dancing demonstration, 'Do the Shake 'n' Vac / and'putthe 
freshness back' ,an attractive actress shook the tubfivshaped 
packaging.and white powder was scattered - the perfect 
metaphor uk 2001 
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shake and bake noun i a r fresh out of 

training us, ms. 2 a portab e fire shelter iised by workers fighting 
forest fires Us iss> 

shake and shiver; shake noun '$.<*Mr-ue mo 

shakedown noun -\ 2 an act of 


iltsefifepe, e 


scially with a homemade weapon 


'»v 


xj search a person or a place 


shakers noun a bar featuring topless dancers us. 1994 

shaker wire noun id for perimeter 

security in im 

shakes noun any disease or condition characterised by trembling, 
especially delirium tremens tti a® 
shake-up noun mixture 1 ine 1 I 11 hisky us. 1973 
Shakey Isles nickname New Zealand. Noted for its earthquakes 

Australia, rsas- 

shake your shirt! hurry Zealand, 2002 
shakey side noun I co of the l pecially California. A 

term popularised during the citizens band radio craze of 1976, 
recognised by many but used by few, A reference to the seismic 
instability of the west coaSSSwzg 
Shakies noun New Zealand. From the sobriquet 'the shakey isles' 
AUSTRALIA, 1989 

Shaky noun aCftlvrdfet- car us. 19® 

shaky jake nickname th Jacot 1 In UL I powering Canadian- 
built variants of the Anson, a training and liaison aircraft Canada, 

sham noun 1 untrustworthy indi¬ 

vidual MfiAND, 1989 

sham verb during hr ir nam var, 1 fabrii ite an injury or 
aggravate a real injury in tltetoope of being sent: home us, mi 
sham-battle verb 11 in uth gang warfare us. 1949 
shambolic adjective disordered, chaotic. From 'shambles' uk mss 
sham dunk noun in poke 1 pi r hand that 1 1 i pot a result 
successful bluffing us 19% 
shame-face adjective shy cayman islands, rear 
shameful! used as a humorous admission that you have been 
Cleverly ridiculed us nss 
shame out verb to ridiedfe vociferousi^tc®; w» 
shameration noun the us. ms 

shammernoun 1 Idler 1 prolong rl gitir late absence from 
£he frontline to avoid combat us, mur 
shampoo noun 1 2 

a pornographic film or photograph depicting a man ejaculating 
£>nto a person's hair usrcass 

shamrock noun MDMA, the re itional drug best 1 nown as ecstasy 


shamus noun ive us 192s 

shanghai noun 1 1 ill 1 1 ped hi fer of a prisoner to 

another facility 1 i form 1 1 uni hment Australia, 1977. 2a 
handheld catapult. Probably from northern British dialect shangie, 
a variant of shangan, from Scottish feaptic seangan: 'a cleft 
for putti ngcorT a dbg’s tail' mMMiM, im 
shanghai verb 1 I li 1 n ne; 1 mpel uneonetodo 
something. From military usage, 'to transfer forcibly' us m34. 2 to 
transfer a prisoner without wamingausTRAtiA ra®. 3 to detail 
someone to a task; to enlist someone to do something that trey 
are not entirely willing to <|J From US nautical slang describing a 
method©f recruiting sailors consisting pf drugs and forOruj 1915 
Shania Twain; shania noun 1 rain H ming ing foimedfrom 
the name of the popular Canadian singer (b 1965) uk. 200?, 
shank noun a bn in 1 nade kni 1 ill in 1 lashing weapon us, 


u$ is 

shanks's pony noun ilk'ng 1 mode of transport. Ultimately 
from 'shank' (the leg) uk, ms 
shant noun a drink; a drinkipgrS^idia uk 1999 
shant verb 10 drink heavily us Scotland, 2002 
shantoozy noun a female singer. A corruption of chanteuse uk 2002 
shanty noun 1 a brakevan (caboose) us. 1977. 2 in poker, a hand 
consisting of three cards of the same rank and a pair. 
£o*iventionSlly known as a 'full house' us nss 
shanty Irish noun poor Irish immigrants us, 1970 
shantyman's smallpox noun marks ftorn hard physical ■fighting 
CANADA. W6S 

shape noun 1 onal physical appearance. 

Disparaging uk Scotland, ms. 2 a surfboard Australia, 1933 
shape verb 1 ide uk 19m. 2 to 

adopt a fighting stance; t<j prepare to fight (5 %im 
shapes noun dice altered by cheats so as to be not true cubes us, mo 
shape up or ship out! 1-1 1 I 1 irning 1 omeone whose 
ways need Rjen&ihgus, 1956 

shareware noun nputer re that i freel ivailable but for 
which the-developer asks a payment us, mss 
shark noun 1 in mi rupul 1 1 in man r lawyer given to 

unethical practice and exploitation. Derives from the voracious 
appetites and predatory behavioui of lire fish uk 1713. 2 a loan 
shark us mo. 3 a swind ei I he variant 'share e’ also exists uk 1599 
shark verb in 1 11 — ime such a raps to make a controlled 
(cheating) throw of the tJiee L® isso 
shark and tatties noun fish and chips NBi(g$iiWit%.i984 
shark bait noun 1 it past the surf at a beach; 

a person in shark-infested waters Australia 1920. 2a person with 
Very pale skin, Hawaiian ydph usage us. m 2 
shark city noun Lppe, Cornwall uk mi 
shark-fucker noun a surfer Australia. m7 

sharkingnoun 1 rm n 1 len the prad - 1 man hunting; sub¬ 
sequently also used I'v men hunting women Also used in the 
Verb form 'shark'. In 1999, in answer to the question 'What are 
you doing tonight?' a professional Soho media-type in hermid-2^- 
offered a non-verbal shorthand: she placed both hands palm to 
palm above her head in imitation of a shark's fin uk 1999. 2 the 
illegll loaning of money at extremely high interest rates us; 1974 
shark meat noun an easy victim of a cheat, swindler or hustler us. 

id of a surfboard nose, pointed us, mi 
i a stereotypical working-class young woman. 
Pejorative, in th^§sj%{*that such a woman is socially 
unacceptable, from a name widely associated in the 1980s and 
90s with that generation: and class. Shaz is a diminutive of Sharon 

Sharon Stone; sharon noun a telephone, especially a mobile 
* HphookS|iwming slang, ftirtoed from the name of the'US film 
actress (b.1958) uk ms 

sharp noun III 1 of SHARPER UK 

1797. 2 a number sign (//) on a computer keyboard us 1991 
sharp adjective ► you are so 

sharp you'll cut yourself used to note someone's (over-) 
cleverness, also to reprove someone for that over-cleverness; 

especially sharp-tongued cleverness uk rMd . 

sharp and blunt noun rlw 1 Rhymir m for cunt uk 1937 
sharpen verb ► sharpen the pencil lo have sex. Possibly derisive, 
the use of'[ 1 ndi i small peni 1 ► sharpen 

your pencil to reduce th^pticew r997 
sharp end noun n any given endeavour, the [ ition which is 
exposed to the greatest difficuty or criticism; the vanguard. From 
fhe nadttal: ifse as 'the bow of a ship* m m 
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sharper noun in gambling,.? cheater uk mi 
sharpering omee; sharper noun a police officer. Polari; a variation 
of charperer; charpering omee uk 2002 
sharper's tool noun slang uk , 1937 

sharpest adjective ► not the sharpest tool in the box applifftp 
someone of below average intelligence uk 2002 
sharpie noun 1 a gambling cheal us, 1942. 2 in pinball, a player who 
can play for long periods of time without paying because of his 
ability to win free games us, 1977. 3 a stylishly dressed teenage 
delinquent From sharp (stylish) During the 1960s and 70s only, 
•flaming after the bodgie and widgie and preceding punk rock 
Australia, 7965. 4 an uncircumcised penis us. 2002 
sharpish adverb quickly uk im 

sharps noun a hyp rmlc needl ind yringe. Drug addict usage, 
borrowed from the medical terminology for any skin-piercing 
device US; im 

sharpshoot verb to question a speaker after a lecture us, 796s 
sharpshooter noun 1 a man hose it 1 tl 1 pregnant; a man 
whose children are of the desired sex Fiji, 1994. 2 an intravenous 
drug user who usually hits a-vein on tt#iirst attempt to inject a 
drug us, 7986 . 3 in electric line work, a narrow blade shovel used in 
hard dirt us, ms 4 in oil drilling, .1 long, narrow shovel us, /954 
sharp top noun US, 1988 

shasta noun a exual [ irtnei ho is n [ n ularly attractive, but 
who was available at the timet An allusion to Shasta™ soda, npfc., 
especially liked ta^yWtabte and inexpensive usmr 
shat verb ► shat along on my uppers to have fallen on hard 
times Canada, 1999. ► shat it to have been frightened into giving 
up. A variation in the past tense-of SHfnT (to be afraid) uk 2000 
shat on adjective having been Insulted and humiliated. The past 

shattered adjective 1 2 emotionally 

battered; depressed Prison usage new Zealand, use 3 very drunk uk 

7962 

shave noun Unlike the 

skinhead, a 'shave' has no racist or N^ibjde.oiogy/vfiTVZfiAMAio, 7 997 
shave verb 1 to alter the edge 1 irface I e for use by a cheat 
us 1974. 2 in hot redding, to remove body trim from a car 
prepatory to customising ► shave points 1.0 

reduce scoring during ,1. sports contest in furtherance of a 
gambling conspiracy us, m2 

shave and a haircut - two bits desenbes a particular repeated 
musical phrase that is characterised by the rhythm of the words in-* 
the spoken phrase. This musical riff is often credited to guitarist 
Bo Diddley (b,T928) but the rhythm was already terrflpjhas a 
pattern of raps used for tjeor-kndekJhg'CANADA 1940 
shave off verb 1 leliver 1 reprimand; t rant disapprovingly 
on any topic. Royal Navy slang uk 1989 
shave off! used t I 1 te irprise li 1 lustration or 
amazement. The Royal Navy is the only, arm of the UK military 
that may allow a beard to be worn, hence;|h#.adbpfiOn, as 
expletive, of the order 'Shave off!' UK ra® 
shaver noun 1 ;t rates Canada, 

me. 2 in the Korean war, a booby trap used by South Korean 
troops jo sabotage Ndrth Korean transportation 
shave-tail noun 1 a cigarette stub us, 1949. 2 a newly promoted 
second lieutenant us, iane 

shazaml; shazzam! 1 li >-_ mingtr in ph An incantatory 
ritual from the comic book charactei created by Bill Parker and 
©C. Beck in 1940 - a metaphorically God-like character whose 
name is called on by the superhero Captain Marvel in moments of 
crisis; Shazam is an acronym of3Wdmon (wisdom), Hercules 
(strength), Atlas (stamina),Zeui ifpower), Achilles (courage) and 
Me rcury (speed) US, im 

She noun 1 cocaine us. 1 m. 2 used of an effeminate homosexual 
man, he uk 1950 3 the penis An owner’s usage, in much the same 
way a boat or a car is often identified uk 1922 


shears noun playing cards that have been trimmed for cheating us, 

shebang noun at the 

moment. Usually as 'the whole shebang’. The former senses of'a 
ki%it', 'vehicle' or tavern' are all but forgotten, us. 1x9 
shebang verb m ngest line I [ 1 1 1 lution of cocaine 

and water up the nose uk 2002 

shebeen noun an ur 1 i drinking pla Irisi r (illicit whisky) 
led to original use in. Ireland. Adopted in tteiCZO for use in South 
African townships and UK West Indian- comifiunlttes reiand. m7 
she-bill; she-note noun a two-dollar ndteTis, isx 
shed noun in poker Ini I 1 1 in 1 In irds of the same 
rank and a pair Known conventionally a-; a 'lull house' us, css. 

► off your shed in a state of mental confusion, insane. A van- 

shed verb in poker, to dtefiaa^Sp^Mggfsjpkyg fssz 
shedded adjective ill I II 1 I redia BBC News, 

20th March 2002, with the somewhat oblique explanation 'as in 
"My shed has collapsed taking most of the fence with it"' uk 20m 
shedder noun a moulting‘lobster us, ms 

shedful noun IIED LOAD UK, 2002 

shed load; shedloads noun a greal qusruly. Probably euphemistic 
for SHiTLOADi^ist-itfen a genuinely approximate measure uk 7997 
shed row noun n of barns where horses are 

stabled tM'isst 

sheeba noun a .. iriet fmarijuana 1 type of hashish 

produced item the pollen ofthgiffipit Derived, perhaps, from 
chiba (a marijuana variety) u$ 

Sheela noun an H 11 in nan or t Defined b Beinaid Share 
in Slanguage, 2003, as a man or boy who takes an interest in 
'affairs properly belonging to women' RELAm,2oo3 
sheen noun a car An abbreviation of 'machine' us, 19m 
Sheenano™ 1 mel Jramati 1 1 hom< 11 I male From the 
comic booKSheena, Queen of the Jungle us, ism 
sheeny noun a Jewish person. UK, igt$ 

sheep noun a woman 1 ilunteei 1 take part in serial sex with 
members of a motorcyle club oi gang us, 1972 
sheep-dipping noun the use of military equipment or personnel In 
an intelligence operation under civilian cover us, 1989 
sheep-fucker now 
sheep-herder noun an ififterior driver 
sheepie noun hair permed into a fleece of curls UK 2001 
sheep's back noun the wool induStryAuS7»m 1952 
sheep's eyes noun a look that indicates attraction or sexual Interest 


sheepshagger; sheep shagger noun 1 a native of Wales. Literally, 
'someone who has sex with sheep'; derogatory uk 1997. 2a New 
Zealander, Reflecting the high-'density population of sheep in New 
Zealand uk 2000. 3 an Australian Nt wZ ealand, 1999 
sheepshagging adjective contemptible UK 2m 
sheepskin noun 1 a university diploma us, 1843. 2 an executive 
criminal pardon us, m2. 3 a condom us 1991 
sheer©noun the head. English gypsy use uk 2000 
sheesh adjective m 11 im 1 11 mented, elaborate; 

fussy. Probably from French slang chichi (used of affected looks 
and maffiffs) uk me 

sheesh! used as a mild expletive Euphemistic (or, and possibly a 
slovening of; ‘JesatfjK. me 

sheet noun 1 a Probably a 

shortened rap sheet, but earlier sources for 'sheet' than this raise 
questions us. 795s. 2 a one-pound note; £1 m value. This survived, 
perhaps surprisingly,the introduction of the coin in 1983 uk 7968. 

3 a newspaper us, mi. 4 one hundred doses of LSD soaked into 
paper us. 1999 
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sheet verb to charge someone with a criminal offence. Police use ijk 

sheet! used for re i t rin irpr rage etc May be a euphemism 
or an emphasised pronunciation of shits depending on your needs 

ferass 

sheet rocking noun a combination of crack cocaine and LSD uk, 2003 
sheets noun rculated 

among police going on shift lk 1975. ► between the sheets in 
bed, especially in a reference to sex uk mss 
sheet writer; writer noun in in 1 ID il 11 I ng operation or 
lottery; a functionary who. takes and records bets us, 1949 
sheezy noun ► for sheezy ager or young 

woman. Adopted from fo' sheezy (certainly) .south Africa, 2003 
she-he noun a transvestite or transgender person us, 1 970 
sheila noun a woman; a girl. I rom the given name Sheila. In the 
C19 spelt 'shelah' and 'shaler', settling down to its current form in 1 ' 
'tfte early part of the C20. Although not highly derogatory it 
.certainly is nyppornplimentary, and many women take exception 
to it. Women as a rule.donot refer to other women as 'sheilas' 

AUSTRALIA, 1832 

shekels noun money. From the ancient Babylonian unit of weight 

shelfnounian informer Australia, 1916. 2 solitary confinement us, 

1967. 3 in circus and carnival usage, an uppei sleeping berth us, mi. 
► on the shelf unlikely to marry uk, 1839 
shelf verb to inform 1 meone tralia, me 
shelf life noun nethingor 

someone remains popular or in demand. From-the literal sense 
meaning the period of time during which a product may be 
•Stored and remain suitable for use us, im 
shelfware noun a computer program bought but not used us, 1991 
shell noun 1 a bullet li m the 1 enti nal er 7 as'an explosive 
projectile' or 'cartridge case’ uk 2001. 2 a person who is somewhat 
lacking in mental faculties us 2002. s a safe with a thin door and 
walls US, 1950 

shell verb to mo im Shell Motor 

Spirit BARBADOS, 1965 

shellacking noun a beating; a defeat us 'mr 
shell backnoun reactionar rigina nautical, merning m 
experienced sailor' uk 1943 

she'll be right everythi ng will be okay Australia. 1947 
she'll be sweet everything will Ire all right Australia, 1957 

shell-like noun tl word in your 

SHELL-LIKE UK 1994 

Shell Mex noun e Rh nln In formed f m the oil company 

shell out verb to pay uk iboi 

shells noun money Probably adapted from 'clamshell' ($1) uk 1997 
shemale noun a transgender 

pdfspn; a person with mixed sexual physiology, usually the genitals 
of a male and surgically augmented breasts us 1954 

shemozzle; schemozzle; schlemozzle noun a fuss; an alfetfiltion; 
a difficulty; an unfortunate incident, An East End corruption of 
German schtimm (bad) and Flebrew morel (tuc%ff>us Yiddish 
-sijhteeze/ (an unlucky person) uk im 
shenanigans noun trickery; mfepfiiefus 
shepherd noun ifirefight 1 ned r h nd-ladder true! 
Probably named for the hook which he carries, evocative of a 
shepherd's staff us 1954 

shepherd verb in croquet, to guide your ball illegally through the 
hoop by pushing with your mallet us, 1977 

Shepherd's Bush noun 1 Rhyming 

slang for the push, from an area 01 west London us 1992. 2 the face. 
Rhyming slang for mush (thfeflice), from-an area of west London 


shepherd's pie; shepherd's noun the sky. R^rfning- slang uk sk 
shepherd's plaid; shepherds adjective bad, Rhyming Slang us 1932 
sherbert; sherbet noun d holi III eciall I eer a drink of 
beer. Originally (late Cl9) any warm alcoholic dnnk, ultimately 
Tatttish sherbet (aiding non-alcoholic drink) Australia 19m 
sherbet dab; sherbet noun a laxi, a cab Rhyming slang uk 19 9s 
sherbet dip noun 1 u 1 111 1 Rhyming rng uk 1992 

Sheridan Morley adverb im ell I min I in 1 1 poorly'; based 
on the name of noted author, radio presenter and theatre critic 
Sheridan Moridyfb.1941) ukrqoi 

sherm noun 1 r supplemented 

with phencyclidine, the recreational drug known as POP or angel 
dust. From Shermans™, a cigarette brand us, m2. 2 crack cocaine 
us, 1993. 3 a social; sagait vs, ms 

sherman tank; sherman noun 1 an Amer can Rhyming slang for 
yank, based on the main US battle tank of World War 2 uk. 1979. 

2 an act of masturbation Rhyn ing si; 1 g for wanku/c 1992 
shermed adjective 1 1 ter it 1 phen yclide, an animal 

tranquillizer us, 1990 

sherms noun 1 pi iri lidine the ecreati 1 rl ru known as POP or 
angel dust us mi 2 crack cocaine us, 1994 
Sherwin-Williams overhaul noun in the used car business, a paint 
job and no further effort to (©pair or restore a car for sale. 
’Sherwin-Wilttams-tettpaint manufacturer is, 1992 
she-she adjective effeminate Barbados. 1965 
she's right t 

sheuch noun rim left etween the it I 11a uv slang from 
broader Scon hi hi trend iitcl otland, 1996 ►up 

the sheuch mistaken uk: Scotland, im 
shibby noun r man ho does house il > tland, me 

shibby adjective \ Phil Ashton for 

the 2001 film Dude Where's My Car? in which it is used as a 
replacement for nouns, verbs, adjectives, proper namesyetc.; the 
original intention in the film was to use the word to mean 
'marijuana'; when all drugs references were removed the word 
remained. This rnbitFpurpose word is also used as a replacement 
ftr any verb, and as a lover's nickname us, 2004 
shicer; sheisternoun 1 p 1 nn; a cheat i welsher. From 
German scheisser (a shitter) uk m6 
shlck noun a slice, a share, a rake-off Perhaps from Schick, a US 
manufacturer of safety and electric razors 1926 uk 19m 
shicker; shickered; schicker adjective drunk. From Yiddish shiker 
(drunk); like many wo ds for 'intoxicated' S'- the causes thereof), 
there are a number of understandably inconsistent spellings, 
inducting) 'starter', 'shikker', 'shikkered', 'shifekutiC'and 'shikkared' 

AUSfmiA. 1898 

shield noun a police off cer us. 1955 

shift verb 1 t( .on UK 1996. 2 to 

engage in sexual activity, The exact type of sexual activity is not 
specified, unlike, (or example, ride which implies penetrative sex 
Ireland. 1993. ► shift your arse; shift your ass to start moving; 
lo move with speed uk cm. ► shift your cock (of a man) to 
slarl moving; l;; move with speed uk. 1997 
shiftless noun in ihe car sales business, equipped with an automatic 
'transmission us, 1953 
shifty noun sex with a prostitute us, me 
shikse; shiksa; shixanoun a Gentile woman uk im 
shikse from Dixie noun the ultimate in Gentile femininity. The 
reference to Dme is soley for the rhyme; it dOSs fiot connote that 
the woman un question’';!) #syn the south xasusw 
shill noun 1 111 1 nil 1 mil 1 n ierate who appears to 
be prospering as a result of the scheme which r? designed to 
fleece the victim us. mo. 2 a person posing as an enthusiastic and 
satisfied customer in order to boost sales by a confederate us, me 
shill verb to pose falsely as a satisfied customer or successful 
gambler in order to encourage genuinecij|it5f(i^rs > ,gambte, etc 
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shillelagh noun i ii i 1 1 i dding, a levrol engine, especially a V- 
8. Only related to the Irish blackthorn cudgel in sound us, ms. 2 in 
horse racing, a jockey's 'hhip Australia 1939 

shillings noun mdfjeyiu*; am 

shillings and pence; shillings noun sense Rhyming slang, updated 
tO POUNDS AND PENCE in the il I I III libation UK, 1992 

shilly-shally verb und II lesita Rarely heard in the 
US, but understood in context uk m2 
shilly-shallying noun ftSstation uk m2 

shim nouni a pi i is trip i ed for forcing l< I /os 2a person 
whose sex is not easily guessed on the basis of their hair and 
clothing^, t&i}' 

shim vert to foice rl I ith a plasti strip us. 1972 
shimmy nouni 2 an undershirt 

Perhaps an abbreviation of 'chemise' Norfolk island, 1992 
shimmy act noun a feigned seizure us sw 

shimmy dancer noun a w il dances us. m2 

shindig noun a party A rural term that moved to the city; it gained 
wide usage as a result of the musica television programme 
Shindig which aired on ABC from September 1964 until January 

TS66,US, 7877 

shine noun 1 a hi 1 I >er 1 Abusive ir in ci itext us. im. 2 a 
government bureaucrat From the shine on the seat of the bureaya 
crat's trousers us, 1937. 3 alcohol us 1933. 4 a still used in the illegal 
production of alcohol us, 1974. 5 an act of oral sex. A possible play 
on spit and polish as a means of getting a shine; it seems only to 
have been noted in the plural uk. 2002. ► take a shine to 
someone to take .1 liking to someone or something us, m 9 
shine verb 1 to peal 1 I id avoid a subject often through 
flattery us 1993. 2 to mock someone us, 1993. 3 on the railways, to 
start a work shift us, 1977. ► shine for someone to appeal to 
someone us, 1949. ► shine on to ignore something completely us 

shine boxnoun nightclub for 1 exclusivel black clientele; a 
nightclub providing entertainmentby black jazz: musicians. 
Combines shine (a black person) and otherwise obsolete ‘box' (a 
•feveffli-from French botte) us, 1940 

shine parlour noun in e rbl hment that sells alcohol illegally, by 
the drink. The 'shine' is an abbreviated moonshine us, ms 
shiner noun 1 a black eye us, urn. 2 a torch us 1950. 3 a railway 
lantern us 1945. 4 in carnival usage, .1 diamond us mu 5 in 
gambling, an object that reflects, enabling thactsef to cheat by 
seeing cards .as they are dealt us m? 
shiner player noun 1 imbli 1 1 I ise 1 shiny object to 

reflect the cards as they are dealt us 1997 
shiney noun a 1 hi A reference 1 the hin eat of a clerk's 
trousers - caused by an excess ol sitting down In Royal Air Force 
use, 2002 uk, 2002 

shin fight noun a sham gang fight us, 195s 

shingle noun 1 a name plate above a prison cell door us, mu 2 a car 
number plate 3 ►a shingle short 

lacking a full complement of intelligence. From, 'shingle' (a 
wooden roofing tile), thus 'a shingle short of a roof Australia, r m 
shining time noun stafttsgtime for work us, 1946 
Shinner noun a member of Sinn I ein ireiand, 1921 
shinola noun used as a contrast in describing ignorance as not 
knowing shit from shtbola Shirteria was a patented namf 
for a boot polish -M 1940 
shinplaster noun a dollar Canada, m3 

shiny and bright; shiny adjective right. Rhyming slang uk, m2 
shiny-arse noun World War 2 

used of base personnel who saw no combat Australia, 1945 
shiny buttons noun rriqetfy'us, 1947 

shiny wing pilot noun 1 |nl h 11 11 mpleted his flight 

instruction training us m3 


ship noun ► on the ship in prison, an unofficially worded 
instruction for immediate transfei to another prison uk, 199 6 

ship; ship out; ship off verb n e or be m ed tiom prison tc 

prison us, 1950 

ship driver noun a US Navy officer. Gulf war usage us 1992 
shipfucker noun a rabble rouser; a troublemaker us, mo 

ship in full sail; ship noun ale. Rhyming slang uk ms7 
shipoopi noun a woman us, 1954 

shippie noun as customers 

Nmz&^m f 999 


ship-tick noun s of academic deficiency us, 

shiralee noun il Australia. 1392 

shirt-lifter noun a male homosexual Australia, 1966 
shirty adjective ang > nil 11 n 1 tern; iraril characteristically 
Ill-tempered. From 'shirt' as a symbol ol anger in such obsolete 
phrases as: fee your#Tff or-'tiwe-youi* shirt out' (to become 
angry) uk 1397 

Shishkaberry noun in British Columbia, .1 local hybrid strain of 
' {marijuana Canada, 2002 

shishkebob noun 111“ 1 ni Rhyn 1 hi 1 knob (the penis); 
based-on the appropriately shaped Turkish dish sftish kebab (roast 
meat on a skewer) us, 1999 
shisty adjective cold-hearted, mean us, itm 
shit nouni heroin us; 1950. 2 marijuana us ml. 3 crack cocaine uk, 

1996. 4 narcotics, drugs in genera us .. things; possessions us 

1969. 6 anything at all ( is, 119:. 7 nothing; something of no value 
Ireland, 1922. 8 el cetera ( is. 1 t®. 9 used as a basis for extreme com¬ 
parisons us. 1957. 10 a foul mood Australia, 1973. 11 trouble us 1937. 

12 a contemptible person. I igurative use of excrement, since C16; 
often in combination as 'regular shit', 'arrogant shit', etc uk, tm. 

13 14 - 80 

15 nonsense 16 1 t Especially 

common in the phrase 'little shit' us u/u 17 business US 1994. 18 in 
the recording indust In 1 h 19 - mment an act of 

defecation. Conventional from the 06, steed the Cl 9 has been 
considered vulgar uk 20 used as a meaningless discourse 
marker uk 19.97. 21 ipnel. A 

military usage recorded in ns-..- in the I alkland Islands during 1982 
uk 1937 ► all about like shit in a field everywhere uk 1999. 

► drop someone in the shit to get someone blamed and Into 
trouble. A variation of land in the shit; a conventional sense of 

li I mbT.ed h in the shit u n e) 1 ► fall in 
the shit if fall' 

combined with in the shit; leading to the clichdd envy of'he could 
fall in the shit ml n ut smellin - m ► get 

your shit together i" ..1 I 1 01 >er mal condition; to 

get your mind and emotions under control; to become organised. 
A variation of'pull ► give a shit to 

care, to be concerned - usually in a negative context uk 1970s. 

► have shit for brains to be stupid; to lack intelligence 
Australia, 1986. ► have shit on the liver to be irritable Australia, 

► have your shit together; get your shit together to be 
focused, op i ► in deep shit in 

serious trouble us, 1999. ► in the shit 1 
You can be in deep shit, fall in the shit or land (someone else) in 
the shit uk 1937. 2 in combat US, 1987. ► land in the shit to get 
someone blamed and into trouble A conventional sense of 'land' 
(to set down) combined with in the shit, generally heard as 'landed 
(someone) in the shit' uk visa. ► like shit off a shovel 
extremely fast, swift, prompl uk urn. ► not for shit of a person's 
ability to do something, not al a I, by no means, not in any 
circumstances uk 2001. ► run shit down to discuss something; to 
inform someone to ilain som hing m ► talk shit to say 
disparaging things UK mu. ► the shit the best us, 1990. ► the 
shit will fly there will be trouble uk 1974. ► three kinds of shit 
a lot of trouble 1 ► treat someone like shit to 

treat someone in a disdainful or humiliating rftahneruK 1999. 
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► up to shit no good, hopeless Australia, ms. ► when the shit 
hits the fan; when the shit flies the moment when a crisis 
starts, especially if such trouble has been expected uk me. 

► you're shit and you know you are used by football fans as a 
chant to disparage (and t nrage) the opposing team and fans uk 

shit verb i to defecate. Con t 500 years 

fcm the C14, then, sometime in the Cl9, slipped into vulgarity 
uk bos. 2 to deceive someone; to lie to someone or stretch the 
trtijb, -An abbreviated form of bullshit us. 1934. ► shit a brick to 
have a difficult time accepting something; to react with anger us; 
197/ ► shit all over ip 1 n 1 1 nething by a great 

degree uk 2003. ► shit in lo win easily or by a large margin 
aus ► shit it 1 to be 

thoroughly frightened. An a lusion to the bowel-loosening effect of 
ter 1 ► shit it in a stralia, 

1992. ► shit nickels tsSjpvery frightened us, 1968. ► shit on 
someone t< >di 1 ra r abu neone 1 ► shit or get 
off the pot else try to do 

It make your mini, up Originally directed at dice players Canada, 
nos. ► shit the life out of someone to frighten someone 
Variation of conventional 'scare the life out of combined with 
SCARE THE shit out of uk 1999. ► shit your pants i to soil your 
underpants by accidental defecation uk 2001. 2 to be terrified. Ter 
lose control over your excretory functions is noted as asymptote 
of extreme terror; however, this is used figuratively (most of the 
► shit your shorts to 

behave in a nervous or frightened manner us 2002. ► shit 
yourself 1 be terrified L ing cont I >1 ur excretory 
functions is noted as a symptom of extreme terror; it is used 
(and most of the time) in a figurative sense, certainly as an exag¬ 
geration: Lsc 1914 

shit adjective 1 inferior; shoddy, valueless; unpleasant; disliked for 
whatever reason op 1930. 2 unfashionable; in poor taste uk 2001. 

3 bad us, mo. 4 despicable us, 1977. 5 good uk, 1996 
shit! used for registering annoyance, frustration, despair, etc uk 1920 

shit a brick!; shit-a-brickl; shit on a brick! used fer expressing 
annoyance, disgust or shock Australia. 1968 

shit-all noun FUCK ALL US, 1981 

shit and a shave noun i shor iter e impr mment. An 
inference that the sentence is for no more time than it takes $g> , 
get ready to go out o/c m6 

shit and derision!; shit and corruption!; shit and molasses! 

used for registering annoyance and frustration. Originally air force, 
describing weather conditions wc im 
shit and git verb to leave quickly us; 1994 
shit and shinola noun in potep three two's us. im 
shitaree noun -StoiletM; 1994 
shit-ass adjective despi ible, of ( 1 quality 1 1 

shit-ass; shirt-arse noun a despicable gferM^IgS 1942 
shitbagnoun ibject uk. im 

shitbag verb to denigrate base 1 le 11 1 met tin 

AUSTRALIA, 1986 

shitball noun a despicable person..us ms 
shitbird noun a despicable person us rsfcf 

shit-blitz noun an intensive med nmpaign l it t ick designed to 
present a negative image of someone or something me m 

shit bowl noun a toilet us. my 

shit box noun i the anus ijk 1997. 2 a despicable person Australia. 

1979. 3 a small and shoddy dwel ing Australia 199 5. 4 the Chevrolet 
Chevette us im 

shit-box adjective no gpod AUSTRAUK tm 
shitbrains; shit-brain noun a stupid person us. 1970 
shit-burner noun 1 1 1 1 11 I to the task of cleaning out 

latrines, dousing the spoils with fuel and burning the mixture. 
Coined- during the Vietnam war VS 1991 
shitcan noun 1 any rubbish bin us. 194s. 2 a cheap car us. 1971 


shitcan verb 1 omeone from 

employment vs, 1975. 2 to denigrate 01 criticise someone Australia, 


shitcan adjective rubbishy UK 1998 
shit-chute noun •• e -actum i. s 1977 

shit creek noun ► up shit creek; up shit creek without a 
paddle; up the creek stranded, in trouble. Embellishments 
abayrtd us 1941 

shitcunt noun a conleirntible person, used as a harsh lerm of 
contempt When neither shit nor cunt is abusive enough:ihi# 
combination may serve uk, m 
shit disturber noun a troublemaker us, ^' 
shite noun a SHIT 

phonetically simil rtoGermar e -< ► give a shite to 
care, to be concerned - usually in a negative context. A variation 

Of GIVE A SHIT UK. ®fl 

shite adjective 1 poor quality, inferior uk iw. 2 awful; unhappy; 
emotionally upset uk 2002 

shite! used as an expression of frustration, anger, etc uk 1937 
shit-eater noun a copropr'liacuts 1995 

shit-eating adjective sycophantic UK ism 

shit-eating grin noun a broad smile, ingratiating and unctuous us, 

shite-awful adjective being of very inferior quality uk Scotland, 1996 
shit eh! wow! Australia, 

shitehawk noun a despicable, worthless person uk 2000 
shitehead noun a contemptible person; used as a general term of 
abuse, A'Vabatfen of shithead uk, 1997 
shitepoke noun a despicable person us, me 

shiters noun ► put the shiters up someone j o f'igh'.en someone 

UK SSOTTATitj, 1996 

shiters adjective scared. From shit-scared (terrified) and other vari¬ 
ations on the theme uk 2002 

shitey adjective faeces-covered; of poor quality uk Scotland, 1994 
shit-face noun 1 a despised person uk 1937. 2 used as an intensifier 
f-lfthe degree: pfintoxtcator|#§;--!SW 

shitfaced adjective drunk to is#- 
shitfire! used as an oath us,:i$$.: 

shit fit noun 1 a bad case of diarrhoea us. 197. 5. 2 a tantrum us. rest 

shit-for-brains adjective stupid VS, sow 

shit-for-brains; shite-for-brains noun an idiot us, 1994 


shit-fuck noun a despicable person Australia, 1997 
shit happens used f 1 11 in 1 1 in 1 bilil of misfortune. A 

tremendously popular catchphrase in the mid-to late 1980s in the 
US, spawning dozens of jokes with the predictaibfe punch-line, tee- 
shirts with lists of various toigtens' interpretations of the phrase, 

shit-hawk noun a seagull Canada m3 

shithead noun an objectionable, obnoxious, despised person uk mi 
shitheap noun a motor vehicle that is in poor repair or that lacks 
power Australia, 1934 

shitheel noun a despicable person- us.Ms 
shit heroin noun ip 1 1 - p II, f of poor quality uk 1950 
shithole; shitehole noun 1 a bad place; a dirty, run-down or 
disreputable place us ms. 2 the anus uk 1937 
shithook noun 1 the hand US. mu 2 a thoroughly unpleasant person 
vs 1968. 3 a C FI-47 Chinook helicopter Vietnam war usage (A mi 
shit-hot noun a high y skilled fighter pilot vs, m3 
shit hot adjective excellent, wonderful A positive sense of shit 
intensifies hot (popular, fashionable) uk mi 
shithouse noun 1 I I I I f I I I I I I I I 1 K, 1795 . 2 a 
shoddy, dirty, unpleasant place vs 1973. 3 jail or prison vs ww. 4 an 
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shithouse | shiznit 


extremely unpleasant individual uk j m. s a coward uk 2002. ► to 
the shithouse to hell Australia, mz 
shithouse adjective i disgusting, nasty, unpleasant Australia, 1971. 2 no 
good; hopeless; abysmal Australia, 1973 
shithouse rumour noun gossip. A blunt version of the kinder and 
gentler 'latrine rumour' us, W68 

shitkicker noun 1 a tough, belligerent person us, 1954. 2 a country- 
dweller; a peasant, its, 7966. 3 a person employed to do menial jobs 
Australia, i 95 o. 4 a prostitute I ar less common than the term 
MUDKICKER us, ut,/. 5 a fraudster, especially one who adopts a pose 
of extreme modesty us, t&i 
shitkickers noun heavy work shoes or 
shitless adverb completely, enlrely, to a great degree uk 1936 
shitlips noun a | “ "i I ' ill tonsen Extended from shit 
(ru|ttsh, nonsense) with lips' representing the mouth that emits 

it OS, 1991 

shit list noun an imagined list of those in disfavour us, 7942 

shitload noun a great deal Vfu$ m 

shitman used as an ntensifier of what follows us, 1957 

shitmobile noun a poor quality imst@fvfiWqta#S7MUA ms 

shit-nasty adjective very unpleasant' uk ' 

shit off! go away! uk, 7966 

shitogram noun an especially virulent e-mail message us, 1991 
shit on a shinglenoun mm - I r creamed 1 >n toast A visual 
sin 

shit on a string noun an elusive of d'lfR^l task, us, mi 
shit or bust verb A less extreme 

variation of rip, shit or bust uk, £$ 
shit order noun a dirty or untidy condition, especially when applied 
its military accommodStfon or eqinpment uk »zr 
shit-out noun a coward am- 
shit out verb iMjrt away; to^ji uk 1 999 
shit out of luck adjective very unlucky us, m3 
shitpacker noun an anal-sex enthusiast us. 19m 
shit paper noun toilet paper us ism 
shitparcel noun a prison officer uk 19% 
shitpicker noun ,1 notional menial, demeaning job us 1971 
shit pie noun a comparative example for anything of no value UK 

shit pit noun a field-latrine. Military uk pps 
Shitport nickname IMofifplk, Virginia us, im 

shitpotnouni i itenr ill- rthle m lual uk 1937. 2 a great 

deal of us, i%s. 3 marijuana of inferior quality. A combination of 
synonyms shit and pot us 2001 

shitpuncher noun 1 ml 1 ial wo, 7998 

shits noun ► for shits and giggles iu no good reason. Something 
is done, for example, for shits and giggles us, can. ► put the 
shits up someone ► the shits 

1 diarrhoea us 7947. 2 the worst us 7977. 3 fear. Following logically 
front the earlier sense as 'diarrhoea' uk m? 

shit sandwich noun tuation us 7968 

shit-scared adjective terrified uk, 795s 

shit-shaped adjective used >f prison cell that in been daubed 
web exciemeui A 11 on hi, h 1 ■ 11 orivale 

c$ri'©j»ndemQ» with a serving prisoner in 2001 ucXsffi 

shit, shave, shower, shine 1 ed 1 ular eminder of a man’s 
tasks before going out on the town. Multiple variants, probably 
coined in fie US Marine Corps as a pre-liberty litany us, 7968 
shitshover noun a male homosexual. An obvious allusion to anal 
intettaiseiu/t 1996 

shitstabber noun 11 o I imi exual UK.2002 
shit stain noun a stupid, despicable person us 1997 


shitstain adjective despicable, unpleasant, foolish us, 7995 
shit-stick noun a despised person us im 

shit sticks! used as a mildly profane expression of disappointment 
' : 0 1 m 

shit-stir verb to tell tale re i rumour ith the specific 
intention' of causing trouble. A liffijSed variation .£#*$Stic the shit' 

shit-stirrer noun 1 1 ublemake 1 per 11 h heckles or harasses, 
■especially' for the fun' if it Australia, isti 
shit-stirring noun I ring Australia, 1971 

shit stompers noun heavy work boots 
shit stopper noun a prank us mi 

shit stoppers noun I un-pip rou 1 ( tight-cut, narrow-legged 
part of a Teddy Boy's 'uniform') uk, 2003 
shitstorm; shit storm noun in remel iou situation us, 7962 
shit street noun an ur ile 1 nt pi etobe er ius trouble. You can 
be In' Or ‘ujNjit street a Similar location T0 : ;$hit creek uk mi 
shitsure adverb certainly, definitely {S, 
shittalay noun a Chevrolet car us, 7992 
shit-talk verb f -nil 1 in in ultin 11 -1 ition s 
shitted adjective afraid A y&jMbn of shit-scared uk 7997 
shitternouni 2 toilet or 

bathroom us, 7969. 3 a criminal, usually a burglar, who fetishistically 
defecates at the scene of '.he crime us. 1970. 4 a liar; a braggart; a 
bluffer. A shortened form of bullshitter us, 1932. 5 a coward uk 2000. 
6 a horse us ms. 7 a prison cel used for so itary confinement us, 
1972. 8 the hell 1 - I 1 1 1 iten ifier \ustraua, 7977 
shit the bed! used for registering wonder or satisfaction. An elabor- 

shit ticket noun a piece efttilet paper Australia, 7996 

shitting adjective ll I i i i 11 11 —ll 11 mi IK 7966 

shitting in high cotton (and wiping with the leaves) enjoying 
prosperous times us, 1984 
shitting-it adjective scared; ve»f uk 199s 

shittings noun diarrhoea Bahamas, m2 

shitting up noun in prison, a deliberate act of protest by decorating 
a cell with excrement us 7996 
shit train noun a great number; a;fet.tffqjl17989 
shitty noun a bad mood Australia, 1979 

shitty adjective 1 awful; of poor quality us. 1924. 2 in a bad mood 
AUSTRALIA ,. 7977 . 3 dfUftk US. 2003 


shitty end of the stick noun an unfair position to be in; 
inequitable tr^MWtius 1974 

Shitty Mcshit! usei fo regi ering rustr 1 n nnoyance, anger, 
etc. shit! intensified by an e aborated reduplication uk 2000 
shit up verb to'seafe someone uk 2000 
shitville noun any remote, forsaken town us;jSxt: 
shitwork noun any ungl mo u cupation, often dirty work uk 7968 
shitwrap noun a despicable jJiiSSri us, 2001 
shiv verb to stab'sameoneax mi 

shiv; chiv; shivvie noun a hom rr t< 1 1 1 il eapon, especially 
one fashioned in prison Almost certainly evolved from C 17 'chive' 
fmifejuswe 

shivaree noun a group mocking us, isos 

Shiva Skunk noun 11 . ml 1 1 iriety of marijuana 

CANADA, 2002 

shiver and shake; shiver noun a cake. Rhyming slang uk im 
shivoo noun a parly, a celebration. I rum I rench chez vous (at your 
AUSTRALIA, 1844 

shivver noun a criminal who attacks victims with a knife us, 1957 
shiznit noun of great quality. Used with 

'the'. A euphemistic embellishment of the shit us 7996 
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shizzle; fo’ shizzle certainly; emphatically yes. A hip-hop, urban 
black coinage; the opening sound of 'sure' elaborated to a pafjgfflj 
especially in rhyming reduplications, 'fo' shfefj^fc nizzle 1 (for 
sure my nigger), 'fo' shizzle my sizzle' (for sure my sister) and ■$&’ 
S|pfemy brzzle (for sate my brother) us, sam 
shizzle my mizzle fizzle dizzle! used as a contemptuous 
expression ofdismissa Popular hip-hop cryptography disguising 
'suck my mother fucking dickf us m3 
shizzy adjective great UK m3 

shlemiel; schlemiel; schlemihl noun a bungler with chronic bad; 
luck. Yiddish. During the opening montage of the US situation 
comedy Laverne and Shirley (ABC, 1976-$p|;tfie lead characters, 
played by Penny Marshall and Cindy Williams, skip down a 
Milwaukee sidewalk singing '1 -2-3-4-S-6-7-8, Shlemiel, 
shlamazzel, Hassenpepper Incorporated', giving 'shlemiel' its 
ihijgi&sf profile to date us. 1948 

shlep noun 1 stealing from parked cars us. 1950. 2 influence us, 2002 
shlep; schlep verb to move or travel laboriously I rom Yiddish 
schlep or schlepen (to drag) Ireland, 1922 
shlepper; schlepper noun an 1 1 equential person; a nobody us, 


shlepper bag; schlepper bag noun a tote bag us. nxstt 
shlimazel; schlimazel noun |-i 1 0 nun bad luck. A 

bleijd of German and Hebrew, literally translated as 'bad luck 

shlock; schlack; schlock noun I.I I cti e or cheaply made 

merchandise. From German to Yiddish to American slang us, 1915 
shlocker; schlocker noun a cheaply produced horror or thriller film. 
A compound of shlock; shlock (something, dftrsper infet®ij v and 

SHOCKER UK. 2002 

shlocky; schlocky adjective shoddy us. tom 

Shlong noun 1 

!-<• 2 a hairslyie in which the hair is worn short at the front and 
long at the back. An elteiottof *shcn%tofig' Better known, perhaps, 
as a mullet us, ms 

shlubby adjective n hum -I | I It I iiddish from the 
Slavic zhlob (a coarse person) us. i96s 
shm-; schm- prefix ed for reating a Yid< h > mding teduplication 
of an Epjjteri word, usually with ®s'i^*ifd(f©f'di'triinishing the 
importance of the original word US. r 929 
shmagma noun marijuana uk 2003 
shmaltz; schmaltz noun 

music, writing, etc. I rom German schmiltz (fat, lard) via Yiddish, 
With a suggestion of something too greasy to be easily digested us. 

shmams noun the fema e breasts. Derives, apparently, from 
mammaries on tbeAfildish model of reduplication ('mams, 
shmams') uk 2003 

'shman noun n us, rasz 

shmatte; schmatte noun 1 the loth ing trade ca \da 2002 2 a less 
illan elegant house dress. Yiddish us, 1970 
shmear; schmear noun a briigfis 1950 
shmear; schmear verb to bribe someone us, mi, 
shmeck; schmeck; shmee noun heroin; cocaine. From German 
schmecken (to taste), but note an assonant similarity to smack 
fteroin) lA mi 

shmecker; schmecker noun a heroin usei Yiddish, formed from 

SHMECK US, 1952 

shmeckler noun a heroin user or addict us ms 

shmeer; schmear noun a package or deal I rom fhe Yiddish us m,9 

shmegegge; schmageggy noun an incompetent person. An 
American-born 'Yiddish' word us ms 
shmendrick noun a 1 he name of a 

character in an operetta by Abraham Golfadeff L/s, eso 
shmo; schmo; schmol noun 1 nil 1 I 1 I An American 
addition to Yiddish In August 1948, just as ‘shmo’ was coming 


inter toe American lexip^US cartoonist Al Capp introduced the 
'shmoo' in the L'il Abner comic strip. The loveable and selfless 
'shmoc' loved to he eaten afrdftasted like any food desired us, 1 m 
shmooze; schmooze noun 1 1 1 1 I 1 ihon persuasive 

talk us. 1939 

shmooze; schmooze verb ge in idle talk; 

to network; to persuade someone indirectly Yiddish from the 
Hebrew us, 1397 

shmoozy adjective chatty; friendly US 1954 
shmuck; schmucknoun 1 if I; an objectior able person Taken 
into genera! usage from Yiddish; the iteral meaning is 'penis', 
hence the original Yiddish usage in this serfeS/had a particularly 
derogatory tone. The variant 'schmuck* seems to have been 
adopted in error due to a slmlgnty ifi sound to Yiddish schmuck 
(jewel) uk, 1892. 2 the penis uk 2003 
shmuck; schmuck verb to make a fool of someone us. 2001 
shmucko; schmucko noun traua, 1987 

shmutter; schmutternoun lothing > nil 1 suit. From Yiddish 
shmatte (a rag), ultimately from Po ish szmatte (a rag) uk, 1977 
shmutz; schmutz noun filfh; dirt. Yiddishftfffttterrnan us, 1959 
shnitzel; schnitzel noun the penis us, 1%/ 
shnook noun n Toffen.sive, ura 11 erson; a 'r I 
American Yiiffp coinage us. 1948 
shnookered adjective drunk us, ms 

shnorrer; schnorrernoun a ree id 1 iddi li rn the German for 

'begging' us. 194s 

shnoz; schnoz; shnozz; scnozz noun the ‘)0$e. A wjbSenmg Of 

SHNOZZLE US. 1942 

shnozzle; shnozzola; schnozzle; schnozzola noun the nose us, 


shoat boat noun in trucking, a trailer used for hauling livestock us, 
shock a brew! have a beer! An Intentional corruption of the 

shocked-as adjective very shocked uk 2001 

shocker noun i per n or thing that i hockingly bad Australia, m2 
shock jock noun tests the limits and tries to 

win listeners by outrageous anguage, thoughts or stunts us. m6 
shock shop noun a room where electric shock therapy is 
administered us. im 

shock treatment noun in il , 1 I 1 1 in- a very low 

assessment of the value of a customer's trade-in car us. 1980 
shoddy-doo noun eeting us ms 

shoddy-dropper noun a vendor of low quality clothing passed off as 
high qualit yA ustralia, t®; 

shoe noun i a detective. An bbrevia n gumshoe us. ms. 2 a 
black person. A play on boot us, i 960 . 3 in drag and motor racing, a 
driver us. i 98 o. 4 among Quebec anglophones, ihe Centre 
Hospitalier Universitaire de Sherbrooke. The word 'shoe' indicates 
how the acronym CHUS, is pronounced, leaving off the last 
consonant in the I rench way Canada, mi. 5 a linear amplifier for a 
ettteshs* band radio us, tm 

Shoe nickname V\ si successful jockey 

in the history of horse racing in the US uS,-mp 
shoebite; shoe-bite noun a blinlet on lire fool caused by a shoe's 
.ffiMffllg INDIA. 1979 

shoe boot noun a prostitute fthymmgslangu« 2® 
shoe clerk noun 1 1 r 1 la 1 ho ithdra from a hand at any 
serious betting us. isx 
shoe dog noun a shoe salesman us. 1997 

shoegazer noun in ifi nad -1 inti pective rock music; 

' hence the music itself uk 1999 

shoegazing noun 'serious', introspective rock music uk 2003 

shoe laces and collar buttons noun in poker, a hand consisting of 
'■& pair of aces and a pair of twos us ms 
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shoe-leather express noun walking us, im 

shoemaker noun :nt Teen slang 

shoes noun 1 tyres US re;7. 2 car wheel rims US, 2003 

shoes and socks; the shoes noun syphilis; hence any sexually 
transmitted infection Rhyming slang for pox uk. 7992 

shoestring noun 1 low budget us, 

s-h-one-t noun used as a euphemism for 'shit' UK 2002 

shonk 7701177 a person who engages in dishonest business dealings. 

Back-formation from shonky xtusttmum, m2 
shonker noun the nose uk, ms 
shonky noun 1 ish nest er 1 tralia 1979 
shonky adjective l rn item rone 1 1 11 1 1 le ilings, dishonest 
AUSTRALIA, 1969 

shoo adjective ell-dre ed eer langus, 7958 
shoo-fly noun i the integrity 

of other policemen us, i9ss. 2 on Hie railways, a (emporary track 
bypassing an unusable section of track uS, w6 
shoofti; shufti noun a io®kMJ§m$k 1944 
shoo-in noun a pe i Jea rthir id 1 no serious competition. 
Originally ( 1935 } applied to a fixed horse race and fmr years later 
in a more general senseius js» 
shook adjective excited; enthusiastic us, i$m 
shookon infatuated with AUSf(0iM, is 6 s 
shook-up adjective alienated, confused; dehumanised us, ms 
shoop verb to have sex. Rgffi the song by Salt-N-Pepa tiS. vm 
shoosh noun smmemmuA, 1949 

shoosh verb ► shoosh your noise to become quiet. Especially 

when used as an i 0 p|«fiction t$c, 2 003 
shoot noun 1 anything legitimate, unscripted or unstaged us, 7996. 

2 heroin uk, 2002 

shoot verb 1 to eja ul te .II h 1 I form of the C19 

'shooting one's roe' Ireland. 1922. 2 (0 inject a drug intravenously 
us. i9i4. 3 to depart Variants include 'shoot off and 'shoot out' uk 
1897. 4 to flirt; to make sexua advances os, m/. 5 to throw or toss 
something Australia 1929 6 toplay Usually as 'shoot pool',‘shoot 
crap', etc os, m,. 7 to drink alcohol in shot glass units us, 1991. 8 to 
pick a pocket us. 1969. 9 used as an imperative, to start; to continue 
os 1915. 10 (used td a plant) to show signs of producing fruit cayman 
islands, 1985. ► he shoots, he scores; he shoots, he scores, 
he wins used for registering admiration of ,1 small but telling per¬ 
sonal victory. A cliche of football commentary appliii.fft the 
ordinary momenls of life, always in the third person, even if used 
of the first person i jk 2002. ► shoot a beaver to look for and see 
a girl’s crotch us, 1966. ► shoot a blag to gossip trinidadiano 
tobago. 7992. ► shoot a good stick to play pool well us. mi. 

► shoot a jug; shoot a peter to break into a safe using 

explosives us. mo. ► shoot a wave to surf a wave, especially if 
difficult us, m3. ► shoot an air rifle; shoot an air gun in 
pool, to bet v ► shoot an 

azimuth to t; ► shoot blanks 

(said of a male) 10 engage in sex with a low or non-existent sperm 
count us I960. ► shoot down in flames to absolutely defeat in 
an argument uk mk. ► shoot for two to defecate. A combi¬ 
nation of basketball terminology and children's bathroom 

► shoot gravy to 'rued a mixture of blood 
and drug solution that has been reheated after failing to make a 
direct hit on the vein us. its. ► shoot it to lie. Euphemistic vari¬ 
ation Of SHOOT THE ► ShOOt Off 

your mouth; shoot your mouth off to speak with a complete 
lack of discretion; 1 1 1 I 1 11 ill ► shoot the breeze 

to chat idly u.s; nn. ► shoot the bull 

► shoot the con 1 him i nented, truth-deficient 

► shoot the crow; shoot the craw to 
abscond; to depart hurriedly, espet ids witt out [raying money that is 
owed uk 1887. ► shoot the curl; shoot the tube to surf through 
► shoot the doughnut to a m 


artillery strikes at enemy forces encircling a US defensive position 
us, 1990. ► shoot the duck > 1 ne leg 

with the other leg extended outward us. 1970. ► shoot the pier to 
surf or attempt to surf; through die pilings of a pier us m2. 

► shoot the scales (used of a rucl li er) to bypass a weigh 
station us, m3. ► shoot the shit; shoot shit to nu n 
conversation; to tell lies uk w, ► shoot the V to make a V-sign 
ftije first and index firtjgcf raised from a clenched fist knuckles 
forward). 'Shook as 'to lire a gun' accentuates ihe aggressive or 
dismissive nature of this action uk. 2000. ► shoot the works on 
the railways, to make rsudden ner 11 1 1 1977 ►shoot 

your bolt to ► shoot your cuffs 

(used of a man wearing a suit or sports jacket) lo straighten your 
arms so that the cuffs of the shirt extend beyond the jacket 
sleeves. The modern version of the oldei (1878) 'shoot your linen' 
uk 1909. ► shoot your load 1 111 1 1 - vour resources 

early in a contest u.s; /954. ► shoot your trap to talk too much 
PS 1947. ► shoot your wad to ejaculaff US, nm 
shoot! 1 yes! EHc 2 d as a euphemism 

ftfitSit in an' ©cclamation us, 1934 
shoot and scoot verb to engage in warfare involving brief contact 
with the enemy and then a quick withdrawal us, 1987 
shoot-em-up noun used as a loose category, for any film or 
computer game with violent gunplay as a main element in 
advancing the storyline uk 2002 

shooter noun 1 a gun a pist I, especiall revolver * 7 m 2a pro¬ 
fessional killer us, 1972. 3 a criminal who specialises in breaking into 
safes us, 1949. 4 an intravenous drug user us, 1991. s in a functionally 
compartmentalised illegal drugenterpESfe, the person who holds 
and turns over the drugs to buyers us 79; 6 a pinball player us, 

1977. 7 in pinball, the device that propels a ball into the playfield. 
Known conventionally as a 'plunger us, 1977. 8 a television camera 
operator u$ 7986 

shooting gallery noun a place where addicts congregate to buy and 
inject drugs us, rs# 

shooting match noun all e matter us, 1953 

shoot it! in surfing, used to encourage a surfer to catch a wave 
breaking behind them us, lift- 

shoot (someone) out verb to train or prepare someone us, 1972 
shoot through noun 1 [ er n h fail 1 honour an undertaking. 
Royal Navy slang, from the verb sense 'to go absent without leave' 
UK 1989 

shoot through vein I 11 In 1 to go absent without leave 
Australia, 194s ► shoot through like a Bondi tram to depart 
hastily Referring to trams formerly running from the centre of 
Sydney to Bpndi beach, noted for their speed. Appearing slightly 
earlier (1945, Australian National Dictionary) was the variant 'go 
through like a Bondi tram' Australia fast 
shoot up verb lo inject ' leroin or another drug intravenously us, 7974 
shoot-up; shoot-up man noun 1 [ er 1 ho [ motes a card game 
01 oilier , ckvily 'evolved T .1 rw'nn e •' 
shooty now/? a shotgun Jamaican gang terminology us. 1995 
shop 1701777 1 n 1 1 1 1 1 in lii 1 )rk uk 1779. 2 any 

home or apartment where drugs are sold us. 1997. 3 a theatrical 
engagement; a job uk im 

shop; shop up veib 1 11 m the r lice authorities against, or 

reveal the whereabouts 01, someone with the expected result of 
arrgsfoand imprisonment for the subject. The original (1583) sense 
'to imprison' began, during €119, to also mean 'to cause to be 
imprisofifffj which sense survives uk im 
shop around verb i earch for and ompare different possibilities. 
Extended from the practice o' making actual comparisons 
between shops ijk 1922. 2 to search for a conversation on a citizens' 
band radio us, 7976 

shop door noun the fly on a man's trousers us ims 
shopping accident 7701777 an impulse purchase later regretted 
Canada, 1993 

shoppy 7701777 1 2 a shoplifter 

AUSTRALIA, 197$: 
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shoppying noun shoplifting Australia, i&5 

shoppying job noun 

shore dinner noun a sailor, as seen by a homosexual us, ms 
short noun i a ' it rod us, im. 

2 a drink of spirits (as opposed to wine, beer, etc), or a spirit and a 
mixer. Used of drinks taken in short measures, although the orig¬ 
inal use is also of undiluted alcohol at m, 3 Hie unsmoked butt 
of a cigarette uk mo. 4 a brief nap us, ism . 5 in lobstering, a lobster 
that is not legal size us. r vs. 6 a rai way carriage left between 
stations us, 1977 

short adjective i I / to meet an 

obligation us, 19m. 2 near the end of a prison sentence or military 
tour of duty us. m7. 3 used of an amount of a drug, underweight 
us, mo. ► a NOUN (part) short of a NOUN (whole) used as 
the central pari of a generally humorous formula - a something 
snort of a greater - that infers a lack of mental capacity,W6. 
completely sane, 'hot ail there Inspiration for these phrases 
seems to be universal!: 'one planet short of a full galaxy’. Religions 
account for, among others: 'one candle short of a menorah’; 'two 
candles short of a mass’; 'a few wafers short of ajCQM^imon 
'several fishes short Of a miracle', UK politics and current affairs: 
'quite a few ted boxes short of a successful Prime Minister'; 

'various wheezes short'afi Scottish parliament'; 'a few pence 
short of a euro'; 'a fewpehce short of a first-class stamp'; ‘a few 
digits short of a dialling code 1 ; ‘a couple, of programmes short of a 
series’. Sports and games: 'one player short of a cricket team'; 'a 
couple of cubs short ofiafull Lion's pack'; 'one hetmefcshort of a 
huddle'; two cards Short ®fa full house 'several pawns short-of a 
^i -set*; 'several pieces short of a full set'. Animals are also 
popular: 'two sheep short of a flock'; 'a couple of kangaroos sN0j$ 
of a full paddock’. Food an§x#$rik: 'several currants short of a 
bun'; 'one liquorice stick short of a Pontefract cake'; 'two bottles 
4ftort of a crate'; 'a nosebag short of a sack of oats'; 'two tuncSgftft 
vouchers short of a ploughman's'; 'several prawns short of a 
cocktail'; 'a few stock-cubes short of a full polar ration'; 'several 
gondolas short of a Cornetto [a branded ice-cream associated with 
Venice]'. Fashion: 'three diamond clusters short of a tiara'; 'several 
gemstones short of a full tiara'; 'more than a Dolce aloft of a 
Gabbana [Dolce & Gabbana is a well-known fashion-house]'. And 
so on. Two final taiSgpte, both with obviously limited,cireufetion 
but they demonstrate the possibilities: 'a few billion neurons short 
of a full load'; 'a few shards of pottery short ofafull 
anthropological theory' uk. mi. ► a sheep short of a paddock 
lacking a full complement of intelli 1 m. ► get 

short to near the end of a prison sentence or military enlistment 
sig 1951. ► have short arms and long pockets to be stingy 

AUSTRALIA, 1966 

short-and-curlies noun pubic hair us, m7. ► have by the short 
and curlies 1 I II me ne at a disad ntage to exercise 
complete control over someone,.fanciful but convincing imagery 
in which 'short and curlies' representvpubfeftiairsv a variation of 

short-arm verb to perform a rectal examination us, 1994 

short-arm bandit; short-arm heister noun a rapist us, 1950 
short-arm inspection; small-arm inspection noun an inspection 
for a sexually transmitted infection Soldiers or prisoners are lined 
up, each holding his penis. At the command ’Skin it back and 
milk it down', each man 'mfilM'down his penis from the base to 
the tip so that the inspecting doctor can check for pus art the'iBp, 
# the urethra uk mm 

short-arm parade noun an inspection tjFtifie genitalsjffigroup of 
men for sexua y transmitted infection Australia, 1977 

short-arse; short-ass noun asjjoit person uk m 

short-arsed adjective small, not tall. Extended from short-arse (a 

short person) uk, 1997 

short bus noun used as a reference to the mentally retarded. 
Referring to the smaller school bp?B' used to transport special 
education students in the ijS; fM,-im 
short buy noun a purchase of a small amount of drugs us, ms 
shortcake noun will lortchangin meone deliberately. 

Used: with 'the' us rm 


shortcake verb to shortchange someone us mi 
shortcake artist noun an expert at shortchanging us, 1980 
shortchange artist noun a swindler who gives customers too little 
change us, 19m 

short con noun 1 nfidence game in in 1 le ictim is swindled 
once, without being sent home for a bigger prize <4 im 
short con verb to engage in a short con swindle us 1964 
short dog noun wine us, i9w 

short end noun 111 the tele 1 1 1 I 1 In industries, unexposed film 
fetnateing after cutting offtheexposed filjftSS 1990 
short eyes noun a child molester us 1976 
short fuse noun an impi^ig deadlini*i|st 19% 
short go; short order noun 11 ug dose that i smaller than the 
addict is accustomed to us 1959 
short hairs noun ► have someone by the short hairs 
someone at a disadvantage; to exercise complete control over 
Someone. A figurative use of the literal meaning 'to hold by the 
pubic hair' uk im 

short heist noun an act of masturbation us, 1974 


short house noun on of short 

shortie pyjamas noun sun ort sleeves and 

trousers legs austraua. rasz 

shortitis noun the mental taf.- I 1 ou have almost 

fmisheda prison sentenceror military tour of dtityas,w 
short-long noun a hairstyle in which the hair is worn short at the 
front and long at the back. Most comrncihly known as a mullet us, 


short of cars adjective on the railways, without a job us. 7,a 
short on adjective less than is adequate, expected or required UK 1922 

short ones noun ► have someone by the short ones to have 
absolute control of someone; to force submission. A figurative use 
of the literal meaning -§&,ftold by the pubic hair', a variation on 

HAVE BY THE SHORT HAIRS US, 1971 
short pair noun in poker, a pair of tens or lower us, m3 
short round noun u i ii re 1 irtiller ired I friendly forces us, ms 
shorts noun i a condition of low or no funds us, 1932. 2 the last 
portion of a cigarette us. 1992. 3 in poker, a pair lhat is beaten by a 
larger pair us, 1 m 
short short adverb soonest!sss: 
short-shorts noun yety brief shorts us, im 
short skirt noun a Min 1 itizens' band radi Ian punning on 
the length ofrazWtof^irt.®; m 

short-sleeves noun in homosexual usage, an uncircumcised penis 


short stick noun 1 1 11 1 her > iU Idier in Vietnam 

counting the days uhtilufre end of his tour of duty us fa® 
shortstop noun 1 t inship US, 1972. 

2 a gambler who makes sm; II and conserv; live bets us mo. 3 in 
pollpi: very skilled player who is just below the highest tier os.yaa 
4 in a group eating setting, to take a second helping despite an 
earlier request &m another for seconds us, 1947 
short time noun brie e n ith 1 prostitute, long enough for 
sex and nothing more us, rass 

short-time verb 1 1 erve the final d 1 1 1 entence or term of 

enlistment us, 1975. 2 lo engage in a quick sexual encounter with a 
prostitute im 

short-timer noun 1 nr of duty in 

Vietnam, All but the US Marines served exactly 12 months in 
Vietnam; the Marines served 13 months ; is raw. 2 a prisoner 
whose release date 3, approaching us .... 3 someone whose 
retirement dale is rapidly approaching us, 1993. 4 a prostitute 
engaged for a^hort period of time us i 960 
short-timer’s calendar noun a calendar showing'fp days 
remaining in a soldier's tour of duty in Vietnam us, ms 
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shorty noun i a female, espe II m attractive ne us, 1997. 2 a close 
friend us 1 997. 3 in a casino, a shorter-than-expected shift at a table 


shot noun i an opportunity us, i972. 2 an attempt uk 17.%. 3 the right 
way to do something Australia, 1953. 4 an occurrence or instance; a 
thing os, i960. 5 an instance of sexual intercourse An abbreviation 
of shot of cock us, 1968. 6 an ejaculation us. 2001. 7 an injection of 
dru 8 9 10 a single 

measure of ■ 11 'ere one us, 

1996. 12 an Illegal 1 13 1 rmpetent 

pickpocket us; mi,. 14 a person or thing"/' suitiand, nee. is an 
incident report describing a prisoner s misconduct us, 1976. 

► have a shot at 

► like a shot ► make a shot to 

secret somethingorfyour body while shoplifting us. im 
Shot noun ► the Shot Aldershot (the feme Of the British Armyj.UK 

shot adjective e pecla 1 1 me 1 1 1 1 ntri ince broken 

► shot of 1 I 

shot! welltfpttll^RMUDA 1985 

shotcaller noun the nominal leader of a youth gang us, 1995 
shot down adjective d rug-intoxfcateel i982 

shot-for-shot noun I I It III- n I I "tween two homosexuals in 
which they switch sex roles to satisfy each other us, 1950 
shotgun nouni i pipe th air-holes used for si loking marijuana. 
The shotgun gives a blast us, 1977. 2 a ritual of drinking beer, 
rffeffig the beer out of the can gjph@, drinker's mouth by 
opening the down-feting top after punctunngtfe tip-feting 
bottom us, 1988. 3 a potent mix of heroin, cocaine, nitroglycerine, 
phenol and kola nut administered to racehorses as a stimulant os 
i96i. 4 the front passenger seat in a car Also called the ‘shotgun 
seat'. The earliest use of the term, not yet applied to a car, seems 
to be in the 1939 film Stagecoach. To date, the earliest discovered 
use In the sense of a cat is in 1963 us m3. 5 a male passenger in 
a vehicle equipped with citizens' band radio uk mi. 6 a police 
radar unit us 1976. 7 in blackjack, the player to the immediate left 
of the dealer us, 1979. 8 in electric line work, an insulated line tool 
9 a-1 unannounced test 


shotgun verb i ne else in the 

following manner you blow through a lighted joint or blunt which 
is haltj with the burning,end in your mouth, while your fellow- 
smoker Inhales the stream of smoke that is produced us, 1974. 2 to 
smoke an entire marijuana cigarette in/one go Australia, ms. 

3 while treating a hospital patient, to order every possible 
treatment to avoid being wrong us im 
shotgun adjective 1 1 - I l house 0 1 1 11111 enI having rooms set 
on both sides of a central hall us, 1903. 2 wide-ranging us, 1994 
shotgun! used as a claim on riding in the front passenger seat of a 
car us. m 

Shotgun Alley nickname il"- hai ill- iense jungle terrain near 

the border of .South Vietnam and Laos, southeast of Khe Sanh, A 
phonetic approximatio/n/ts, 1990 

shotgun bunk noun 1 I me s nt hich one must crawl 

CANADA, 1963 

shotgun mike noun in the television and film industries, a 
d 1 re ct 1 araal nm i c ro ptnarre us. 1990 
shotgunner noun a door gunner on an air gunship us, mo 

shot house noun legally, by the 

drink us. rats 

shot of cock noun sexual intercourse us, im 
shot on the swings noun an instance of sexual Intercourse uk 
SCOTLAND, 1988 

Shot OUt adjective ll I t i i I il hape ( 5 
shot rod noun a fast car. Tgg{fsj}|*|j§f 1955 
shottie noun a shotgun us, 1997 
shot to shit adjective ruined, utterly spoiled uk a# 


shotty; shotti noun the front passenger seat in a car. A shortened 
SHOTGUN US, 2004 

shotty-gotty! ig in lire front passenger seat 

of a car. A variation on shotgun! us. 1997 
shoulder noun in betting, odds of 7-4. From the tick-tack signal 
used by bookmakers uk mi 

shoulder boulder noun hi il ml led hi t n the side of the 
toad. The hard the road, -rhymed and. 'Contrived wt 

make an obstacle us im 

shoulder hopper noun a surfer who surf's in another surfer's right of 
way us, 1987 

shoulders noun ► on the shoulders in betting, odds of 9-2 
'-Hpfflthe tick-tack signal used by bookmakers uk, mi 
shouse noun a toilet Euphemistic for shithouse Australia, 1941 
shouse adjective no good. Euphemistic for shithouse Australia, 2003 
shout noun 1 a drink or round of drinks bought for others; the 
purchase of a round Australia, /cv/. 2 your turn io buy drinks for 
someone else Australia, m2. 3 your turn 10 buy anythingAU$7R«w 
1911. 4a call on the police radio Derived from conventional 'shout' 
(used to hail) uk, mo. s a greeting us 1999 
shout verb i to buy a round of drink for others Australia, is 54. 2 to 
buy something as a present for another Australia, 1949. 3 to write 
► shout at your shoes to 
vomit os, ns ► wouldn't shout if a shark bit you to be 

Stingy AUSTRALIA 1986 

shout-out noun a greeting; a recognition US i aaa 
shove noun the member 0 1 )ickp - I ting team who jostles the 
victim, diverting his attention so that a confederate can actually 
pick the victim's pocket us mi. ► give someone the shove to 
dismiss someone from employment or reject the partner in a 
ifSMjjntie relationship uk 1399 

shove verb to have sex uk rasa. ► shove it used as a harsh 
rejection of a suggestion A shoi tened form of 'shove it up your 
ass' AUSTRALIA, i94i. ► shove it up the ass to reject something 
completely us. toss. ► shove paper to pass counterfeit money or 
stolen or forged cheques us /%s. ► shove shit uphill to take the 
active role in anal intercourse uk 19 % 
shovel verb ► shovel coal (of a motor vehicle) io accelerate. An 
allusion to/steam-driven, coal-fired transports us, m6 
shovel and broom; shovel noun a room. Rhyming slang uk i960 
shovel and pick; shovel noun a prison Rhyming slang for nickuk 

shovel and tank noun a bank. Rhyming slang uk 1961 
shovelhead noun the V-twin Harley Davidson engine, manufactured 
1966 -83 Biker (mototeyte) usage us im 
shovel pilot noun a manuSty^lipf ijk, 2003 
shovels and spades noun AIDS. Rhyming slang uk ms 
shove off verb to go away. Naval coinage, from shoving a boat away; 

often used as an injunction uk 1909 
shovernouna person who passes counterfeit money us 194; 
show noun an opportunity; a chance; an opening Australia, im 
>see: SHOW PRICE 

show verb to a ► show hard 

Jp reveal to other men that you have an erection us.1M 
show and shine verb in cm customising, to prepare a car and then 
it in a car show us m3 

show-and-tell noun a publ li 1 1 1 1 ination From the 

naniwfa school activity for young children us 1943 
showbiz noun Ins enterta'nmenl ndustry A reduction of 
‘showbusiness’ cmginS^.theatncaGus 94 ; 
showbizzy adjective 3.1 excesses of 

showbusiness uk ms 

showboat verb to show off to pay attention to the performance 
aspects of atask. From the C19 fiver steamers with theatrical per¬ 
formances and melodramatic, showy gamblers US " 
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show buddy noun in ateful Dead, a 

friend with whom you team up for SFatifW Dead tours us 1994 
showcase verb to show -off 

showdown noun 1 2 in poker, 

the moment when betting is completed and the payers show 
tfjtiir'hands us. m2 

shower noun 1 1I1 llection of people ►not come 

down in the last shower to be aware Australia, mz 

shower bath; showers noun Rhyming 

slang for 'half a pound’ uk, 19m 

shower cap noun a condom. Figurative application of a convention- 

shower of shit; shower of shite noun an unpleasant and 
worthless collection of peoples. Derogatory An dlaborafiob.of 
'Stew# f ik. 1999 

showers noun Him 11 it ne person on an her, or other acts of 
■rlirine fetishism, especially when offered or sought in 
advertisements uk, Z003 

shower-spank verb s shower us, 19® 

show house noun a ham^fktfS) 1 brothel us. mi 
showie noun a person who runs or works in a stall or ride at 
Pgricuftutal shows AUSTMLIA, 1990 

show me the money used as a humorous urging that a statement 
be backed up. A key catchphrase in the US in ihe late 1990s us 


show-off lane noun in tfuctipgutte ip; 


slug l 


le of a motorway us. 


show-out noun er lo a police officer 

show out verb to behave ostentatiously us 1993 
show pony noun 1 ' 1 p 111 1 ig fop more concerned with image 
than performance Australia, n&i 

show price; show noun retting odds 

displayed by a bookmaker at a point in time uk, 1976 
show shop noun a theatre US, mi 

showstopper noun a proposal that would lead to a breakdown in 
negotiations; a deal-killer us 1997 
showtime noun time for something to begin us. 1992 
show-up noun a process used by police lo have witnesses to a crime 
identify the cnrhmays^siffl 

show-up box noun a room in a jail where suspects are shown for 
identification by witnesses us, 1953 

show us your tits used a 1 1 male hecklin catchcry Australia, 

shpilkes noun an inability tdfii still us. 1992 
SHPOSnoun 1 in 11 II ho 'i I patient 1 fails to follow medi- 
cg) iBstFuctions, worsening their ©fyn condition; a sub-human 
piece of sh it us, 1979 

shpritz; schpritz verb to squirt or spray. Yiddish us, mz 
shrapnel noun 1 I I 11 1 ilnatii 1 n / 2 the ripple effect 

in poker ofa player completely losing his composure and infecting 
'Other players wigwi& poor play us 1996 
shred verb 1 r pert m - ell excel us, 1977 
shredache noun 

surfing. A punned version of the-standard 'headache', b(«lt<©jj J 
shred (performing well) us zm 

shredded adjective 1 muscular ,1;: the result of intense workouts us 
mu 2 weary; weak us im 

shredded wheat adjective - ellenl Rhymir ing for sweet, 1 I 
on the branded breakfast cereal; current in UK prisons February 
2002 uk, mz 

shredder noun a snowboarder US ms 

shreddies noun male underpant irn -1 re underpants; panties; 
fofnle underwear Originating; reference to the stereotypically 


disgusting state of bachelor's underwear; Shfeddies™, a branded 
breakfast cereal, are brown and have a woven appearance uk, m 
shredding adjective extreme; exciting; good us.WF 
shrewd adjective attractive; popular; savvy us m2 
shrewd head noun a cunnin 1 I I; 1 in Australia, 1915 
shrewdienoun 1 11 nun r sh 1 person tralia, 1904.2a 

:cl#ygr action newzoiand. 1998 

shriek noun i distilled, concentrated heroin us 19®. 2 an exclamation 

shrieking sixties noun the latitudes of @0 iJ# degrees south 
ANWtCTICA. !%&■''' 

shrimp noun 1 a short person uk rat 2 a small penis us mz. 

3 marijuana uk 20m 

shrimp job; shrimp noun d ^ t oft e- ickingf 1 exual pleasure. 
Afoot-fetishist's view of an appetising simi arity between toes and 
sKnnips y» 1999 

shrimp queen; shrimper noun a person with ,1. fetish for the toes 
shrink noun a psychiatrist 01 therapist I rom the longer and older 

HEADSHRINKER US, 1966 

shrinkage noun the condition ofa man's genitals after swimming in 
cold water Coined and popularised on an episode of Jerry 
Seinfeld's television programme (TheHamptons) that first aired oft 
24th May 1994 us, 1994 

shroomer noun hallucinogenic 

mushrooms, also, more innocently a person who gathers wild 
mushrooms us, 2003 

shroomers noun mushro< n 1 1 lizza topping us 1996 
shrooms noun psychoactive mushrooms us, mz 
shroud noun fr accustomed to 

dressing up ,& suit us mz 

shtarker noun a 11 ng nd ir ep on fiddish from German us, 

shtetl noun a jim ninantl - hn n irl d From the 
German for 'village 1 , originally applied to small Jewish villages in 
eastern Eufopeuic 1949 

shtick; schtick; shtik; schtik noun 1 a theatrical routine, an act; 
hence a style, routine or behaviour. From German stBek (a bit a 
piece) into Yiddish, and thence more widespread us, mu 2an area 
of interest From the Yiddish for 'piece' or 'play' us, m 
shtuck; schtuck; schtook; stuk noun trouble. Not Yiddish despite 
appearances, althougl p obably formed on the Yiddish model ofa 
reduplicated word commencing with a 'sh' sound, in which ease 
'shtuck' is a variant of 'stuck' (m adifteult situation) uk. 193$. 
shtum; shtoom; stumm adjective quiet; saying nothing. Anglicised 
’■'-phsnetic spelling of synonymous German stuftieti which, it i§f£*’*, 
presumed, reached England through' Yiddish uk isss 
shtunk; shtonkfioun 
US; 1X7 

shtup noun an act of sexual thteffidurseuK m 6 
schtup verb to have sex, 

shubs noun a party Urban youth slang uk 2005 

shuck noun 11 2 a 

deception; a tease us, 1959. 3 in poker, a card that may be discarded 
and replaced tis mi 

shuck verb to deceive someone in a blustery, teasing manner Often 
used with 'jive' us, iuu. ► shuck the ice to remove stolen dia¬ 
monds from theirsfttings uS 1949 
shucker noun a striptease Gance' us, mi 
shuckman noun a swindler S$'##9 

shucks used as a register of dismay or contempt Used where shit! 
anight do-US, K47 

shucky darn used as a mock, mild oath us, 1976 
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shuffle | sickle; motorsickle 


shuffle noun il n the board 

while surfing, executed without crossing tbs feet os, ism, 

2 counterfeit moheyili; 

shuffle verb ► shuffle off to Buffalo to leave. The reference to 
Buffalo, New York, is for the sake of rhyme and adds nothing to 
the meaning os ram ► shuffle the deck 

switch wagons 4j$&s£e tracks at stations along a Iffieos, 1946 
shufti; shuftie; shufty; shoofti noun a qtiigf; look. Mili^iS; 

adoption of Arabic sufti (did you see?) uk m3 
'shun! Attention! A mi itary command, abbreviated from the 
extended dfijSdry 'Atten... shunt tit, im 
shunk; shunkie noun ifralet uk: Scotland, 1 sss 
shunt noun a car accident uk, 1959 
shunt verb In motor racing, to bump a competitor us, ms 
shunter noun a dm eal 10 I 11 idicted and continues to 

deal 1 Firmer to fund the habit Formed on punter (a customer) 

shurrit! be quiet 1 A phonetic slurring of shut m uk, m2 
shurrup! be/tjalAt! A Slurring of shut upi uk 1964 
shush verb to steal nt sense and 

spelling of zhoosh (to swallow) uk 2002 
shush bag noun ibagforca ig awa olen pr perty Polari; from 
shush (to steal) uk asd 

shusher noun 1 | e on who i empl e< keep people quiet on 

the street outside a nightclub. From 'shushf (be quiet!) uk 2004 
shushing noun I le quiet on the street 

outside a nightclub uk 2004 

shush the mush! be quell, shut up! A combination of convention¬ 
al 'shush!' and mush (the mouth or face) UK 2004 
shush up verb to become quiet Often in the imperative. Combines 
conventional ’shush)' (be quief!) With shut up uk 1999 
shut verb ► shut the gate n motor racing, to pass another car 
and immediately pull in front sfthejiCfter car, minimising its 
ability to pass in return us, raas 

shut-door noun a rejection; a refusal. The image of a door being 
slammed iftyour face uk mi 

shuteye; shut-eye noun sleep uK isx 
shuteyes noun a sex offender us. im 

shut-in noun a | pes out us. im 

shut it! be quiet) Mr, im 

shutout noun ai i inn in hich a per n fails to core, literally 
or figuratively ui®»" ' 

shutter noun 1 the eyelid us. raa. 2 a gunman. Recorded by a 
Jamaican inmate in a UK pflSpn, August 2Q02 uk 2002 
shutterbug noun 1 a photography enthusiast; a photographer us, mo. 
2a photographer who selects subjects for personal sexual 
gratification, often without the subject's knowledge or corsetityS; 

shut the fuck up! be quiet! An intensified, very imperative shut upi 
(be quiet!) &% 1991 

shuttup! be qi ,hut up! uk 1955 

shut up vert to cease talking; to stop making a noise. Used as a two 
word exclamation the sense is imperative or (since the 1960s) 
disbelieving us, im 

shut up! verb used as a humorous, kind, even flirtatious way to 
change the subject us ms 

shut UP! shut up. The difference between the slang 'shut up' and 
the colloquial is the emphasis {M is drawn out 'up'with register 
rising slightly for the up us,m 9 
shut-up sandwich noun a punch in the mouth Canada, mv 
shut your crunch! be quiet! ui c.rs|r 
shut your face! be quiet!; shut up) uk isos 
shut your head! be quiet!; shut up! ill;Sag 


shut your teeth! be quiet!; stop talking! UK 2003 
shut your trap! be quiet! I rom trap (the mouth) uk, 1959 
shuzzit noun m ii in ii 11 A discreet 1 tion f shit us. 1971 
shvartz; schvartz noun 1 black per n in Indian or Pakistani 
person. Also seen as 'schwartz', 'schvartze' and ' schvartza’. The 
Yiddish term schvariz ffmtm the German for 'black') is an adjective, 
with schvaf&er ap the noun for 'a black person'. 'Schvartz' the 
adjective became an- inside, 'code' word among Jews for 'a black 
peBOttw isst 

shvartz; schvartz; schwartz; schvartze adjective black, especially 
as-Mkin colour. Derogatory uk soot 
shvitz; schvitz verb to perspire Yiddish, from German us. 1992 

shvontz; shwantz noun th^’^WiS US 1* 
shy verb to cook opium pellets for smoking us, im 
shy adjective i having less of something than is desired, required or 
necessary us is95. 2 111 debt; owir g money us, mo 
shylocknouni 1 per 1 h illegall oan money at very high 
Interest rates and often has violent collection procedures. The 
allusion to Shakespeare’s usurious money-lender in. The Merchant 
of Venice cannot be missed us. 1930. 2 in circus and carnival usage, 
r $tie.Show’s office secretary us. mi 
shylock verb to engage in usurious loan practices ijk mo 
Shypoo adjective II -II I I I 1 LAND no 

shyster noun 1 1 lawyer, especial n unprofessional dishonest or 
rapacious lawyer, any dishonest professional. In his Origin of the 
Term Shyster, slang lexicographer Gerald Cohen demonstrates the 
craft of slang etymology at its highest! 'coined by New York- 
journalist Mike Walsh’ us. mi . 2 a very poorly attended circus per¬ 
formance fcK 

siamesed adjective onnected or 

joined together us, 1993 
sib noun a sibling UKWeti 
Siberia noun solitary confinement US. tm 
sice noun in craps, the point and number six us mo 
Sicilian price noun ishmeni 

sick noun witl id 11 I 11 11 1 I 1 Irug addict us, i 9 / 2 . 

► on the sick in jk 1996 

sick adjective i withdrawal from a drug 

addiction us ms. 2 experiencing the b eed period of the menstrual 
cycle Bahamas, 1982. 3 infected with HIV or suffering from AIDS us, 
1990. 4 scary. Perhaps from the sensations aroused us ms. 

5 tedious, boring; disaffecting uk, m.. 6 excellent; wonderful. On 
the principle that bad means 'good' us. use. 7 in poker, without 
■further funds us i988 

sick and tired of adjective noted or (ed-up wills someone or 
something uk im 

sick and wrong! 11 I 1 ve ng a strong disagreement or 
disapproval us, isss 

sick as an ANIMAL adjective | I . I 1 i not necessarily 

vomiting. The earliest recorded is 'dog' ( 1705 ); followed by 'horse' 
( 1765 ); 'cat' shows up in 1915 , and 'sonofabitch' in 1953 . 'SipkaS 
a parrot' is a jocular variation from 1 . 979 , G# 20 th November 
2000 , Judith Keppel was the first contestant to win a million 
pounds on the television quiz Who Wants To Be A Millionaire, the 
first question she answered (for £ 100 ) was: 'Complete this-phrase. 
As sfck,:#a - Puffin - Penguin - Parrot - Partridge' uk 1999 
sick-bay commando noun 1 soldier I > feign illness to avoid 
combat dtttm m 

sickener noun 1 1 I 1 1 I 1 1 1 nin 

Sickest adjective 1-1 mj i ,,0 1987 

Sing 
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sickler noun a person suffering from sickle-cel anaemia os, raw 
sickness noun the range of symptoms experienced when a drug 
addict is,$gprive£l of the drug u£'site 
sicko noun an ei 1 lot nail rp cho-sexually disturbed person us, 


sicko adjective depraved AUirnAUA. 1993 
sick pad noun a sanitary towel us. 19m 
sick puppy noun apgtvsrlsa person us raw 
sick squid noun six pounds. A play on on 'six quid' uk, 2002 
sick to death of adjective bored or fed-up with someone or 
something uk two 
siddi noun marijuana UK m 

side noun 1 a rec rded tune or n Earl imophone records held 
one recording on each side us, 1936. 2 a grl us 3 a group ol 
frieru I r dad \nd tobago. 1973. ► on the ... side somewhat; to 
a noticeable degree uk 171:1 ► on the side 1 describes an extra¬ 
marital sexual liaison us. m 1. 2 ol work or commerce, extra to 
regular or legitimate practice, often discreetly so uk. 1961. 3 used as 
an announcement that you are mentoring a citizens' band radio 
channel; describes someone monitoring a citizens’ band radio 
channel us. raze. ► over the side e . 1 1 ale business or 

sexual liaisons during duty hours. Originally navy, 'over the side (of 
a ship)', meaning 'absent without eave , adopted into police use 
uk 1970. ► put on side 1 m 1 n ind gr es Possibly 
derived from the game of bi hards uk im 
side ► on the ... side ime hat 1 notice ble degree uk 1713 
side arms noun 1 hand consisting 

of two pairs us, ms 2 sugar and cream us, ms 
sideboards noun side whiskers uk W 7 

sidebox verb to surround someone in a menacing manner uk m2 
side-buster noun a person whose deeds do not match his 
description <pB| deeds ras9 

side comb noun hair parted on the side. Hawaiian youth usage us, 
side dish noun a misftfi'ssuS, 1949 

sidehill winder; sidehill gouger noun a mythical#tirnal whose 
legs are shorter on one side than the other from years of grazing 
on a hillside-tS 193; 

sidekick noun a close friend and accomplice us, 1 906 
sideman noun in r whc he lotter game rn 1 1 11 it to the banker 

TRINIDAD AND. iQBAGO, 1966 

side-roader noun 1 mi il 1 1 min 1 1 thief 1 person who grows 
.jisarijuana in a remote outdoor garden new Zealand, 1990 
'sides adverb in addition; used to introduce a further matter. An 
abbreviation of 'besides' uk 1 s» 

side squeeze noun a partner in romance other than your primary 
partner; a romantic affair us 1991 
sidewalk pizza noun a puddle jjSjvwnifcfft mz 
sidewalk Susie noun a prostitute Us, m 

sideways adjective 1 of t urn n 11 I in imbled plit each 
way (to win or place) Racing slang 111 i960 2 in motor racing, out 
of control, whether or not the car is actually sideways to the track 
traffic us, 1973 

sideways trip noun a sujelSb in prison us. 1984 
sidewinder noun 1 a South Asian prostitute; a promiscuous South 
Asian female, we allusion is to a poisonous snake found in North 
America us. 1997. 2 an unknown but very fast horse Canada. 1974. 3 in 
trucking, a U-model Mack trade With a slightly off-centre driver 1 ? 
pornpartmentis; am 
side work noun prostitution us, 1996 

sideys; sidies noun le h -1 -1 ibbreviation of‘sideburns'or 

'sideboards’ uk i9er 

sidity; sididy; seditty adjective arrogant, boastful, showing off us. 


sieg heils noun h 1 11 1 1 Rhymir 11 1 pile uk 2003 

sieve noun a hospital or admitting physician that freely admits 

patients 1 994 

sieve vert to drill holes in a safe for the placement of explosives to 
ipfiisgd in opening it 

Siff noun lypftiltS OS, 1972 

sift verb to move swiftly through a crowd. Adopting conventional 
lirft' (to passthrough a sieve), perhaps incorporating a gentle pun 
;Oh:'%bift' (to move) uk, mz 

SIG i nds a bad-tempered, thoroughly 

objectionable indMdtjai, An (unofficial) medical initialism: stroppy 
(bad-tempered) ignorant git (objectionable individual/ tAc USk 
sight noun a large quantity uk 1390 
sight vert to understand Bahamas, 19S0 
sight adverb very much. Often used with 'damn', 'damned' or 
another intensifier uk ms 

sight-hit vert to stare at someone or something; to ogle someone 

signal-to-noise ratio; s/n ratio noun the amount of useful content 
found on an. Internet s&-A figurative use of a|etePt8icgjrterm us. 


signature noun the backbiast of flame or smoke from a weapon us. 

signify verb to en 1 111 111 11 1 1 1 n rod teasing. 

Unlike dozens, signifying does not make a person's ipffier the 
subject of the tease us. 1932 

sign on verb to register unemployed, hence to be unemployed us. 


signs noun hand signals showing youth gang affiliation us, 1993 

Sigourney Weaver noun g for beaver, 

formed from the name of tMe tJ5 actress (b.1949) uk 2003 
sig quote noun ally included 

wild the user’s formatted signature us. 1991 
silencer noun a motorcyle muffler. I he UK conventional English 
'silenced is US Slang us, 1973 

Silent adjective 

crimes for whicbther'criminal was not charged but probably 
committed iMswo 

silent but deadly adjective i[ ill 1 to th 1 ipl 1 ml smell that 
hangs in the air as a result of a silent fart Unpleasant but hardly 
deadly. Anecdotal evidence and experience place this term in the 
1970S UK 1999 

silent captain noun in shuffleboard, the scoreboard us, raez 

silent death noun with steam 

engines, at the date (around 1950) of the introduction Of electric 

silent flute noun He '>111 iriation of flute (the penis) uk ms 

silent flute of love noun the erect penis u% 
silent night noun slang uk 1992 

silent violent noun 1 1 no'I isantl 1 mati 1 1 1 that pollutes 
without warn ing, a silent fart A variation of silent but deadly uk 


silk noun 1 a white person us i960. 2 a homosexual us, 1972. 3 in the 
categorisation of sexual activity by teenage boys, a of a girl's 
crotch outside her under ear 4 m ne s heroin 1 

2002. ► hit the silk; take to silk 10 open a parachute after 
jumping from a plane us, 1933 

Silk adjective 1 while-skinned us i960. 2 homosexual us, 1962 
silk and satin noun 11 comhmanon of entr I nervous system 
stimulants and central nervous system depressants us 1930 
silk department noun the very best Australia, 1989 
silk glove noun a guard on a passenger train. Not praise us razz 
silk hat noun in circus and carnival usage, an egocentrist us mi 
silkies noun a woman's underpants us, iw 
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silks | singles bar 


silks noun siltpr socks US, 

silk-stocking adjective wealthy us, 197 0. 

silky adjective excellent; pleasing; smooth us, 1973 

silky-straight noun any hairstyle with artificially straightened hair us. 

Silky Sullivan noun in 11 rse racir 1 I et lat comes from far 
behind to win a race. Ridden by Willie Shoemaker, the original 
Silky Sullivan Came from 30 length$;fffli%S> win the 1958 Santa 
Anita 'Gpriby by three lengths us. my 
silly affairs noun 11 - 1 humor 1 nonym for Civil Affairs' us 


silly as a two-bob watch adjective very silly newsaiand, m 
silly billy noun i 1 Formed or II familiar diminutive of 
William; originally used as a nickname for William Frederick, Duke 
of Gloucester (1I776-1834) and William IV (1765-1837), then as a 
popular name for a clown, espedallyadGwn's.juvenile stooge uk, 

silly bollock; silly bollocks noun a contemptt|lftfe)l uk. 1999 
silly cunt noun a fool uk. 2000 
silly dust noun a powdered tJfuf.uk.*ws 
silly season noun 11 maj lice per >e e the ummer as a 
period ofcountercu ture, pop, rock and dance festivals. From the 
>gtariiar journalistic sense. Usetft® late I980s-early 90s 
counterculture, travellers uk 1999 

silly side bin noun isi bin or psil 1 in po le r capsule 
form. Nonsense pun on the chemical nameuK 1999 

sillyvillian noun e military 

silly walk noun in mputin 1 4 urd 1 lure that must be 
followed. A borrowing from Monthy Python us. 199) 
sillywatter noun hi il 1 li irinl especiall in reference to a 
drinker's foolish behaviour uk Scotland, 1996 
silver noun 1 marijuana. Based n the lit f the leaves uk 2000. 

2 in American casinos, a silvei coin or $1 chip us raw. 3 money us 
1966. 4 atype of bet in an illega numbers game lottery us 1957 
silver and gold adjective old. Rhyming slang Uk 1998 
silver bike noun a metal syringe Drug addict usage us, 1970 
silver bullet noun 1 in to a problem. 

From the mythology that a silver bullet is fetal to a werewolf; this 
■Symbol was also adopted, by the eponymous hero of television 
western The Lane Ranger, 1956-62 uk am. 2 a martini us ms 
silver goose noun a proctoscope us, m 
silver hazenouna hybrid strain of marijuana. Trom the frosty 
Colour Of the leaf uk, 1999 

silver lady noun a hypodermic needle and syringe us, 1993 
silvermine verb 1 1 h I 1 in 1 1 earch of coins left in the tray 
of a slot machine or dropped on the fl.ooPa$, ms 
silver plate olattusmo 

silvers noun &$f 0 jgtRINmD AND TOima 2003 
silver spoon noun 1 1 >-1 11 mi iph 1 if ealth at birth, 

especially 111 the expression 'born wild a silver spoon in your 
mouth' us, 1972. 2 ihe moon Rhyming slang uk 1992 
silver surfer noun in el ie r retired pe 11 he use the 
Internet. Adopting the identity of cartoon superhero the Silver 
Surfer, created in 1966 by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby for Marvel 
Comics; this puns 'silver' (the hair colour) and 'surfer' (someone 
whtr ibfiwses the Internet) uk mr. 
silvertail noun 1 a member of the privileged class. Derogatory 
Australia, 1891. 2 a prisoner who enjoys privi eges Australia, 1950 
silvertail adjective pretentious Australia. 1x2 
silvery moon noun a black person Rhyming slang for coon uk 1979 
silvery spoon noun 1 hack j on hyming ing for coon uk 1977 
sim noun a sttRjlitor; a simulation uk 1979 
simmer down verb to ',aA.c|o&n us, mi 


simoleon noun a dollar us, im 

simp noun a fool a simpleton us 19m 

simp adjective 1 foolish I tom simp (a simpleton) us 2000. 

2 feshionable us, ms 

simple as 1 as simple as 

that' has allowed , gradut I c ipping first the verb was generally 
considered unnecessary to express the intention, then 'as' was 
■gfcrafed aside, finally 'that' is undaratsAft it is as simptfr as that uk 

simple pimp noun a pimp who fails 10 live up to the high standards 
of his fellow pimps us mn - 

simple Simon noun 1 a diam nd (the f 1 tone; the suit of 
cards); Double Diamond™ (a branded beer). Rhyming slang, 
formed from a nursery rhyme character uk 1 92. 2 psilocybin, a 
hallucinogenic mushroom us 19m 
simp twister noun in circus and carnival usage, a carousel us mi 
sin noun ► as sin extremely, especially in phrases 'ugly as sin' and 
’ im iserable as- si 1 321 

sin! used for registering shock or surprise Ironic euphemism for 

sin bin noun 1 in team sports, an off-field area a player can be sent 
' -fo for a perjodas a punishment fb#«king the rules Canada, tm, 
2 in prison, a punishment ce I or the punishment block uk 199s. 

3a panel van or the like used for sexual encounters Australia, raw. 
► in the sin bin ostracised! Australia, ms 
sin-bin verb 1 1 luty or office 

White they are under investigation for some misdeed Australia, m3. 
2 in team sports, to send a player to the sin bin Australia, m3 
since Adam was a pup 

since Hector was a pup for a very long tJfiferOSi. w 
since time for a very time ti/K 2903 

sin city noun the neighbourhood in An Khe, Vietnam, housing 
brothels, bars and other vice density 1968 
Sinead O'Connor; Sinead noun a doner kebab. Popney rhyming- 
slang, based on the name of Irish singei Sinead O'Connor 
(b,1966). Popney was contrived for www.mmk 36 S.co.uk, an 
Internet music site UK 2001 

sine-died adjective permanentl barred n i bar or sporting 
endeavour). From Latin sine die (without a day) used in legal 
language for 'an indefinit&adjournmenf 'UK Scotland, 1996 
sing verb i to give Information or evidence, usually to the police us 
1929 . 2 in carnival usage, lo make a sales pitch - is. mi. 3 in a big 
store confidence swindle, to provide fe se information to the 
Intended victim, 1997. ► sing in the choir 
Cute code us cm. ► sing like a canary to give information or 
evidence, usually to the police An elaboration of sing us mo 
Singapore grey noun ufectured in 

Singapore us, mi 

singbird noun a police informer us 1932 

sing-cerely us etween singers 

US. 197 S 

singer noun 1 who passes 

Information about the false enterprise to the victim us, ms. 2 in 
feu3ttng,,a recapped tyre. Named after the road noise us, j$»' " 
Singin' Johnny noun homebrew Canada, 1998 
single eye noun a Japane h usage us, m2 

single-fish noun )r pish (a piss) 

UK SCOTLAND. 1988 

single-0 noun a criminal, gambling cheat or a prisoner who acts 
alone us, 1962 

single-0 verb lo operate as a criminal without confederates; to oper¬ 
ate selfishly within a criminal enterprise us, mo 
single-0 adjective selfish US, J8J0 

singles bar noun a bar that caters to a young, unattached clientele 
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single-skinner noun a single fence uk 2002 
single-stakes-about noun in gambling, a type of conditional betUK 


singlie noun a single man UK ms 

Singlish noun English language; a 

variety of English used in Sri Lanka Singapore, 2001 
sing on verb in the ntext of a calyi 1 1 li paiage or tease 

someone trinidadand tobago, rass 
singular! great! !U£ m2 

sinistered area noun in 1 lisaste ire Tlle French phrase 

zone sinestress is the.sdufce of this phrase when used in EflgtfeH. 
in this way Canada, 2001 

sink noun in the language of hang gliding, falling air that increases 
the speed of descent os; 0//. ► behind the sink depleted of 
funds us. 1974 

sink verb to dots ► sink the pink to have 

sex, Snooker imagery us.ion 

sinker noun 1 a doughnut us. 191,2. 2 a dent on a surfboard that 
• j^quite a reSirifipr$s, jsss 

sin loi, motherfucker 1 ihoi that or sin loi is 

Vietnamese meaning something in the nature of'sorry about 
that It was widely heard and widely used by fcJS troops m Vietnam 


sinner noun a person 

Sip nickname the state of Mississippi us, im 
sip verb ► sip at the fuzzy cup to perform oral sex$jp( woman 
us. i9w. ► sip suds; sip on suds tom#K beer us. rm 

siphon verb ► siphon the python; syphon the python 1 (of a 

male) to urinate. A jocu ar construction rhyming a reasonably con¬ 
ventional use of 'syphon' with python (the penis) Australia, m. 

2 (of a male) to have sex us, 1984 

Sippie noun a muni l In 1 ien Inform n Processing Board 
at the Massachusetts Institute ol fechnology. Acronym us, 1990s 
sippie adjective slippery trinidad and tobago. im 
sip-sip verb to whisper especial I 1 i[ ing Bahamas, m2 

sir and miss noun | 1 I ming lang UK2003 
Sir Anthony Blunt; Sir Anthony noun a fool; a despicable fool. 
Rhyming slang for cunt, probably coined by comedian and satirist 
Peter Cook (1937-95). Sir Anthony Blunt (1907-83) was an art 
historian and traitor who spied for the Soviet Union (4tfe tfiirA 
tftan') and, eventually, had his knighthood removed uk. 1979 
Sir Charles noun the VidtCadgtfS, m2 
Sir Walter Scott noun 

formed from theitsflse of the Scottish nOwSt and poet, 
1777-1832 uk m2 

sis noun 1 1 2 used as a 

form 1 of address for a girl or young woman, ilso (when used by a 
man of a younger woman) may imply no sexual interest us 1859 
sissified; sissy; cissy adjective effeminate. sister via sis us im 
sissy noun an effeminate boy or man, especially a homosexual; a 
coward t/j j@9 

sissy bar noun 1 t for the 

passenger seated behind the driver The suggestion is that a manly 
man or tough woman has no need for the back rest us m. 2 a 
■|i$r patronised by hbmOsexuateSfcfSS' 

sissy stick noun in pool me ini il devi 1 ed to support the 
'<ue on hard-to-reach stotiesjast 
sissy tank noun a jail holding cell reserved for homosexual prisoners 

sister noun 1 1 whose name is 

unknown us ran, 2 ,1. black woman us. ms. 3 a (orm of address 
between homosexual men.-lisis camp adoption of the feminine 
form is also reflected in the cnxs-gencei assignment of pronouns 
uk 1992. 4 a fellow homosexual us. 1 »9. s a female fellow member 
of a countercultural or underground political movemfefft.us, ms 


sister act noun a ml.1.1 11 II, exual, between two homosex- 

ualS/yyitb ttasame. orientation us, ises 
sister girl noun used as a female-to-female term of address, often 
sternly ts ijfe 

sister hixnoun in craps, a sixifi, im 

sisterhood noun the bond that unites male homosexuals us, 1979 
sistren noun 1 with religious 

and political overtones adopted for everyday use by the West 
Indian and UKbiackrcommunitiesUK 2000 
sit noun 1 in harness racing, the position immediately behind 
another horse, thgfijilSing the other horse as a wind-break us. mz. 
2 in horse racing, a contract km a jockey to ride a race Australia. 


sit verb ► sit like Miss Queenie to sit w'lh your legs crossed as 
others work dominica, 1977. ► sit on your hands to refrain from 
applause at a moment when app ause wot.It: he appropriate us, 
1987. ► sit tight to stay her u 1 ially to remain in 

place whe ► sit up and beg 

describes elderly cars and old-fashioned bicycles and motorcycles; 
also the position adopted by tinyttiipf such vehicles uk 1979 
sit-and-grab noun in a carnival, a food concession with seating us. 


sit-arse verb t of 'sit on your 


sit beside her noun 1 Rhymir 1 I 1 eems to have its 
origins Irtafte nursery rhyme Little-Miss Muffet' uk m2 
sitch noun a situation ugr 

sitcom noun a 111 .. I Apr tocol for television comedies 

since the early 1950s in which the humour is drawn from the 
confluence of characters and situations us. m 
sit-down noun 1 1 lee 1 in 11 1 e i meal or while 
sitting uk. us 2 in organised crime, a discussion of a dispute 
between members of the crime enterprise with a final and 
binding decision Tendered by a leader or group of leaders us, 19 », 

3 a base camp or town in the rear, away from combat. Vietnam 

sit down verb to join a poker game s;, Bit- 
sit-down money noun am n 1 -11 inn- 11 mil government 
welfare or unemp oyment beilefits Australia, ms 
sit hard verb (of ducks) to stay on an egg-nest as long as possible in 
fig approach of danger Canada, im 
sit in verb 1 to pla nvitation with a 1 1 hi h the musician 
does not belong ( is. 1936. 2 to join a poker game us, 1967 
sit on it! u ed 1 1 1 1 ion of disai il. Pop ularised in the 

1970s by frequent use on the television series Happy Days us, m 
sitrep noun a situation report. Military uk 1995 
sit-still noun in horse racing, a style of riding based on patience us 

sitter nouni a woman who works in a bar, encouraging male 
customers to drink and to buy them drinks us, uvz. 2 a hostess in 
a brothel, neither prostitute nor madam Australia, ms. 3 a person 
vyhD monitors and comforts an alcohol or drug addict who is 
going through the initial stages of detoxification. A term used in 
twelve-step recovery programmes such as Alcoholics Anonymous 
us 1998 . 4 a person who guides another or others through an LSD 
experience. An allusion to the practice ol babysitting us mo. s in 
pool, a ball perched on the lip of a pocket us 1924 
sitting breeches noun ly) by visitors 

i#io have over-stayed their welcome Barbados, m 
sitting britches noun the 11 11 1 ort (figur tively) by an idler or 

laggard us m 

sitting down noun in 1 in the 11 ml n garde'position. 

Lrom the bending of the legs UK 1988 
sitting duck noun 1 1 1-1 target iriginall nilitary; figurative use 
of hunting imagery uk 1944. 2.1 stolen car discovered by police 
.through serendipitous checking of-numbe- plates us. 1970 
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sitting on a goldmine | skate 


sitting on a goldmine used adm'r'ngly of a sexually attractive 
person, especially one who does not take financial advantage of 
his or tier at#3£tjorii& fe 
sit upon noun the posterior. Euphemistic uk mi 
sitzmarknoun mi i Bri imbiaskier the imprint left in 

the snoW-frorn a skier's fall Canada, im 
Siwashnoum tupld i n iriginall li m hinookjargon, this 
term was used by explorers for Native American Indians, but over 
tfipSghas become an msuft both to the native peoples and % 

• ,Ae person so designated Canada, me 

Siwash verb fi pla non-Nati Amer in Ir li in person on the 
list of people not allowed to buy alcohol Canada, 1989 
Siwash blanket noun I 1 u id er \nada 1998 
Siwash logger noun a beachcomber, I his term carries on the early 
derogatory use of siwash for any Indians or their customs Canada, 

Siwash wind noun 1 m that mt 1 ]uickl \nada ms 

six noun i a lookout, during a crime us, m7. 2 a six-pack of a beverage 
us, 1992. 3 a six-fluid-ounce glass of beet Australia, 1972. 4 a unit 
commander us, 19 70 ► behind the six without funds try 1 %z. 

► take six 10 re-enlist in the military for six years us, ms 
six-and-eight noun a poor condition Rhyming slang for state ijk, 19so 
six-and-eight adjective ang for 

STRAIGHT (honest)^, »S9 

six and four noun ances. Probably 

from the ratio of ingredients uk. m6 
sixer noun i anythin that unt i res as si especially a six in 

cricket ijk. mo. 2 a six-pack of beer us. n ■ . 3 a jail sentence of six 
months us. wr 4 a corpora punishment of six strokes with a 
ysine. A variation of six of the best uk im 

sixes noun a small irini l i in iginal tin i cents trinidad 
and tobago. /%«. ► all the sixes sixty-six. In Bingo, House or 
Ibmbpja the formula 'all the' announces a double number uk m3 


six feet under adjective ceac: and buried j M mi 

six-for-fiver noun . lender ho operates informally t 

advance workers money on their wages us, m 
sixie; sixie from Dixie noun in cEagfy'the number situs .ts® 
six moon noun a six-months pi ison sentence uk 2000 
six o'clock girl noun a thin girl US. mi 

six o'clock jump noun an 1 the night before 

surgery us. 1946 

six o'clock swill noun a Iasi minute rush for drinks in a hotel bar 
prior to six o'clock: closing time. Now obsolete as GpeningjhQU® 
for hotels have been expanded AusrmiA. rate 
six of the best noun 1 t "id in hmen 1 ix strokes with a 


six-pack noun 1 defined abdominal 

musculature. From the superficia resemblance between the 
muscles and a six-pack 0! beer cans us 1997. 2a car carburettor 
system with six barrels us. r 993 

six-packer noun 1 man wit! II I 1 ind Jefined abdominal 
musculature; a well-built man. Teen slang south Africa, 2003 
six-packs noun in craps, & j$j pf jwelve us, 3999 
sixpennyworth noun a prison term of Sfk moths UK 1957 
six, six, and a kick noun mill 1 li 1 li 1 1 ring of six 
months imprisonment six months forfeiture of pay and a bad- 
fionduct discharge from the service us, mi 
sixteen noun am SI-16 rif)S#s ism 
sixteenth noun i ixteenti of 11 unce (of drugs) us, im 
six tits noun in poker, three queens US j 94s 
six-to-fivei; sixty-five!; sixty fifth street! used as a warning 
among criminals or swindlers that .1 police officer is nearby us, 1950 
six to four noun icing odds uk 1939 


six-to-six noun i a prostitute I rom their working hours - evening 
to dawn Fiji, me. 2 a conversation between two unit commanders 

six-trey noun slftythroe 63rd Street us 
sixty days noun in dice games, a «#( 8F six Us, tm, 
sixty-eight noun used as a humorous variation on sixty-nine - you 
give me oral sex and I'l owe you one us, m2 

sixty-four dollar question; sixty-four thousand dollar 
question; sixty-four million dollar question noun a question 
that gets to the heart of the matter. I he IJS radio quiz show Take 
It or Leave It offered a highest prize of $64, giving rise to the 
tpteh-phrise 'sixty-four dollar question'. The phrase gained 
currency and three decimal places in televised quiz shows on fistfti 
Sides of the Atlantic, us mz 

six up! used as a warning in the usage of countercutturalists associ¬ 
ated with the Rainbow Nation gatherings and ttt£Gratef#J Dead 
that law enforcement officials are approaching us. im 

size queen noun hoi.. male 1 1 iman who is attracted 

to men with large pemses us, m3 

sizzle nouni a si mi in t er ifemal mpanion especially 
in the phrase 'fa' shizzle my sizzle'. A hipTieip/artean black 
coinage, formed as a rhyming reduplication of shizzle (sure, yes). 
After fa'shizzle m nizz n li er) 2 an illegal drug 

sizzle vert to be executed by electrocution in the electric chair us 

sizzler noun 1 in Ticket in exceedingly fast t II an extremely fast 
horse, etc uk mi. 2 an unskilled cook us, 1975 
sizzle seat noun the electric chair; capital punishment by 
electrocution us m2 

SK8noun in te t u e igin kate 1 1 skate A variant spelling; 
one of several constructions in which asyBabte pronounced 'ate' is 
replaced by the homophone ’eight’ vs x® 
ska noun a rhythmic musica slyle that evolved into reggae. Coinage, 
in the late 1950s or very early 60s, is generally credited t&'.V.' 
Jamaican bassist Gluet Johnson when trying to explain the sound 
and rhythrfi of ya-ya music;-ClUet.Johnson is also recorded as 
using 'skavoovee' and 'love skavoovie' as a nonsensical but 
American-soundi ng greeti ng Jamaica, 1993 
skagged up adject/ve intc icated iddi i to lieioin uk 1993 
skanger noun a member 1 1 in hi in ut ultural urban 

adolescent, teenage and young-adult-malfl' grouping that is given tof 
hanging around and causing trouife'ffisoiwD, 2001 
skanknoun 1 a nil 1 1 1 1 1 1 her immorality and sex¬ 

ual availability. An abusive description possibly derived from 
'skunk ns 2 1 in 1 3 idence tuck a fraud. 

After skank (to steal). West Indian, hence :UK, black uk 1994. 

4 bastifts§s,,-fi Ith us .tti0' 

skank vert 1 to wori 1 nil 1 ri< oper te a fraud; to work 

behind someone's back. West Indian and UK black slang which 
spread into wider crinhihatcircles. An earlier, surviving usage & a 
dance style, WftitJi imagery suggests the possible etymology is of a 
figurative dance around die victim of the trick uk 2000. 2 to move 
to reggae rhythms in ^ particular loose-limbed style Jamaica, 1992. 

3 to steal something uk 1997 
skank off verb to play truantttc mr 
skank-pit noun an 11 ile ini 1 1 1 1 teful place ns 099 
skanky adjective ugly; cftea# nasty'® ipsr 
skat; skattie noun used as a term of endearment. From Afrikaans 
schat (treasure) south Africa, raw 

skate noun 1 an easy task us. me. 2 an extremely unattractive woman 
who is seen as a sex object, especially one who is ravaged by age. 
Possibly from obsolete 'skate' (an inferior horse) and influenced by 
the sense 'an unpleasant man' uk 2002. 3 an unpleasant man us 
is96. 4 a lazy and/01 incompetent workei US Army usage us, ms. 

5 

punishment us. 1992. 6 a tyre us, me. 7 a motorcyle us, mo >see: 
rollerskate. ► do a skate tayaiiish neWWaland, 199$ 
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skate verb i to get away with something; to escape punishment us 
1945. 2 to win easily uk. scotiand, 19m . 3 in the used car business, to 
steal another salesman's sale us, 1975. 4 to dance Ireland, 1991. 5 to 
be without money trinidadand tobago, 1996 
skate Betty noun a girl yyti&associates with skateboarders, perhaps 
skateboarding,#grself us ra® 

skate jockey noun a driver of a small car, especially a sports car. 
Citizens' band radio slang, combines 'skate' (small car) with 
another form-of 'driver' us tm, ' 

skate rat noun ; 

skating adjective drunk uk, r m 

sked noun in 1 for a radio cal 

AUSTRALIA, 1946 

sked verb to schedule - I >r ling if he l pronunciation us 20m 
skedaddle; skiddadle verb to leave in a hurry. Originally US Civil 
War slang, with ejaw* of Swedisfhanft Danish origins probably 
disproved us mi 

Skedaddle Ridge noun a hill in outhern Ne Brunswick Canada, 

skee noun 1 whisky, especially low quality, low cost whisky us. 1950. 

2 opium; heroin us, 19a 
skeef noun an attractive female Jamaica, 2000 
skeef adverb disapprovingly I rom Afrikaans skeet (askew) south 

skeenteen noun ber us, 196s 

skeet noun 1 a girl us mu. 2 in poker, a nonstandard hand consisting 
gfa9, a 5, a 2, one caul between 5 and-Stf£card between % 
eShd 5 us. 1963 

skeet verb 1 to ejaculate us mm. 2 to eject liquid from a syringe us, 

skeeve noun a,disgusting individual us im 
skeeve; skeeve out verb to disgust us, 1976 
skeevie noun a disgusting person teen slang us. 1955 
skeevie; skeevy adjective disgusting us, im . 
skeevosa noun 1 I isting individual. An extension of skeeve (a 
disgusting individual) us, ms 
skeeze verb to have sex us 1990 

skeezer noun 1 man I" ill perforn e fo crack cocaine us, 

skeezix noun 11 I Afte 1 har 1 1 undlin idopted by Walt 
and PhyfliSf Rumpus Blossom, who grew up to be the father of 
Chipper and Clovia) in Frank 0. King's newspaper comic strip 
Gasoline Alley us, im 

Skeff noun AND TOBAGO, 1975 


skeg noun 1 a surfer. I tralia, ms. 2 a 

member of a subcultural social grouping of pubescent or 
adolescent girls Ireland, 2001. 3 a (in on a surfboard us, m2 

skeg-first adverb if a ride with 

the tall of the surfboard pointing towards shore us, ms 

skeg-head noun a surfer Australia, im 

skein of thread; skein noun a bed Rllyming slang uk, 1979 

skeletons fucking on a tin roof 1 I 1 perfect simile for a 
rattling noise us, mi 

skell; skel noun 1 1 1 nil he thuggish ort Seemingly 

related to the Cl 7 'ske del', an honorable cant lerm for 'a pro¬ 
fessional beggar' which was long obsolete when 'skell' started to 
show up in New York in the early 191 ®$; A favourite word of police 
television dramas in the 1990 s; the screeplay by Gardner Stern for" 
episode 2 of season 2 of NYPD Blue that aired in September 1994 
was titled For Whorti the Skell Rolls 


skerrick noun a mall am unf 1 n thin li m British dialect 
Australia, im 

sketch noun 1 a situation, an arrangement uk 2000. 2 a term of 
endearment f ► keep sketch to keep 

iyatch Ireland, 19% 


sketch adjective suspicious, threatening us, 2® 
sketchy noun an odd or weird person. Used amongst foot-powered 
seootemdere uk im 

sketchy adjective I nger >u x ibl I 1 ger users, 2002 

skew-whiff; skiwift adjective 1 askt at the rang angle uk 1754 
ski verb in soccer, to kick the ball unnecessarily high in the air us 1945 
-ski suffix used in combination to intensify an adjective or adverb ijk. 
SCOTLAND, 1988 

ski bum noun ,1 ki enthusia 1 pend 1 much time as possible 
■cf^iingsand as little time as possible working us, 19153 
ski bunny noun 1 Ui 11 U h learning h a female who visits 
ski resorts for Hie company but does not ski us m3 
skid noun heroin, especially when heavily adulterated us 1977 
skid verb while snowboarding, lo s ide down a slope sideways us 1993 
skid artist noun a getaway d$#uc w» 

Skid Blvd. noun a jocular honorific for a living area for poor people 

CANADA, 1963 

skiddies nouni underpants uk '£»■ 2 faecal marks in underwear ijk. 


skidge verb attack 1 A command inciting a dog to attack. A variant of 
SKITCH! AUSTRALIA. 1983 

skid lid noun i 2 a 

paratrooper’s helmet us, mi 

skid mark noun 

AUSTRALIA, nfti ' 

skidoo noun a!$jjp$i|pjj§ CANADA. 1961 
skidoo verb i lo depart hastily '>s / mi . 2 to travel by skidoo (a 
snowmobile) Canada, 19m 

skid rom noun 1 in any town, Hie run-down area where the socially 
disadvantaged and marginalised tend to congregate us mi. 2 in 
prison, cells for troublesome prisoners uk 1996 
skids noun under| ts. Deri 1 1 skid mark(s) (faecal stains in 

underwear) uk 199c,. ► put the skids under (of a person or 
circumstances) fo ensure the imminent dismissal of someone; to 
dismiss someone from employment uk im 
skid shot noun in pool, a shot made with backspln on the cue ball 

skied adjective dru 11 1 1. A pi 11 11 1 1 1 a r high in 

the sky' us m9 

skiff noun an attu 11 ^ 111 >see: skit 

skiffle noun 1 a music genre, a sort of poor-man's rock 'n' roll, 
played on homemade or low budget instruments, popular in the 
late 1950s, Originates in 1930s and 40s US black society,rfl^nmg 
a-housespfety at which a subscription' was charged to cover costs 
and raise money to m,8^|the,tent Music was played by groups of 
amateur musicians. From: conventional 'scuffle' (an impromptu 
struggle) 19. 2 a very short hairstyle Jamaica, 1999 

skill! used as a register or exclamation of approval uk 2003 
skim noun mot ir 1 A 1 1 11 dim r er terprise skimmed 
.from the business funds like cream fr&mlpSffit's m 
skim verb to dived i portion < ur earning 1 innings to avoid 
paying taxes or to avoid paying your ${jg:#iare in the enterprise 
their share us, 1%s 

skimaged adjective drunk. English, gypsy use uk 2000 
skimmer noun a hat us, ff$ 

skimming verb criminal acquisition of credit or debit card details by 
use of an electronic reader uk 2033 
skim money noun 1 net proceeds 

before any accounting of the proceeds us, mi 
skimpy noun in Western Australia and die Northern Territory, a 
topless barmaid Australia. 2603 

skin noun 1 a per n 2 1 immature 1 ne perlenced young 

person. Royal Navy slang uk cm. 3 contact between hands in 
greeting, acknowledgement or congratulations us, 1942. 4 sex us 1976. 
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5 a woman as a sex object trinidadand tobago, 1936. 6the foreskin 
uk, 196!. 7 a condone L'leta y. ‘an extra aye- of (latex) skin' us, ms. 
• a thin paper used to roll marijuana or tobacco cigarettes os, ms. 
9 10 park jsage, a 

shirt us. m2. 11 a wallet us 12 a tyre | lal I rn 
one us, 1954. 13 fist fighting us, sis,. 14 an American Indian. An 
abbreviated form of 'redskin' us mi >see: SKINHEAD. ► get 
under your skin 

/gas ► no skin off your nose n d 1 Terence to you. 
■Variations have included: 'no skin pfffOgtpjr', 'off your ass', 'off 
your bugle', 'offy&u' add 'off Jeff (thus, any ipersprfrname) uk 

skin verb 1 to mo 1 1 11 1 1 111 le kin pposed to a vein 

us 1953. 2 to swindle someone us, 1819. 3 10 defeat someone us 2002. 
4 in hot rodding, to remove a car’s upholstery us oss. 5 to surf 
without a wetsuit us, urn. ► skin (it) back to withdraw the 
foreskin from your penis, either as part ol a medica inspection or 
masturbation us, earn. ► skin teeth to smile; to grin. The image 
of showing your teeth West Indian and UK blackxtyyio, 1994. 

► skin the cat to perl--in 1 I e 1 1 Oman us, 2000 
skin adjective-! young uthful fresi ne F ii Navy slang uk ms. 

2 used of a film -or a publication featuring nudity uk 1977 
skin and blister noun a setter Ruyning slang uk 1925 
skin beater noun a dratmrt-gtiii, 1947 

skin beef noun t pri 1 enten for an unsj ified sexual crime us. 

skin book noun 1 iliu II >k us, 1970 

skin boy noun n unci jmcised male 1 uand, 1999 

skin chimney noun the vagina ug ^:' 
skin complaint noun a'lfclllet wound us, m2 
skinder; skinner noun gossip; slanderous rumour. From the verb 
SOUm AFRICA, 1979 

skinder; skinner verb to gossip I rom Afrikaans south Africa, 1942 
skinderer noun a gossip. From skinder (to gossip) south Africa >993 
skindering noun an act of gossiping. From skinder (to gossip) south 

skin diver nouni a five-pound note; the sum of £5. Glasgow 
rhyming slang for fiver uk Scotland, 1 m. 2 a person who performs 
oral sex on a male The reverse of a 'muff diver' us, 19& 

skin fighting noun 

weapons or at least lethal weapons are forbidden us, 1967 

skin flick noun 1 ; in ra . 2 a slide used by a 

dermatologist to illustrate disebsefoduring teaching rounds us, 
skin-flick house noun 1 cinema sh 1 1 raphi filmsus 197. 

skinflint noun a mean person uk 1700 

skin flute noun the penis Often arises in the phrase 'play the skin 
flute' (to petfeem oral sex) us, mi 

skinful noun more than enough alcohol to achieve a drunken state 
skin full of noun dnj.hk us, ms 

skin game noun 1 anest players 

always lose us, m2. 2 the science of dermatology us, 19so 
skingraft noun an intramuscular injection of a drug us, 196s 
skin habit noun a drug rddictior ise n intramuscular, not 
intravenous, injections us, ii'A 

skinhead; skin noun 1 a member - 1 1 uth fashion and gang 
movement, characterised by close-cropped or shaven scalp and 
smart utilitarian wear, associated with footb; II hooliganism, racist 
violence.and neo-Nazism. Early in the 1970s Richard Allen, a 
pseudonym of James Moffat (1922-93), published a series of 
’youthsploitation' novels under the general title Skinhead uk 19m. 

2 a British Leyland 'Allegro' car. Citizens' band radio slang, playing 

skinhound a ■ \nada, 2002 

skin house noun the entertainment is of a 


skin magazine; skin mag noun a magazine featu 1 ig pi.gr iph 

of nudes, usually women us, 1968 
skin man; skinner noun a sex offender us, me 
skinner noun 1 a big win on an unbacked horse or other race 
competitor; a belling coup uk iso 2 a gambling cheat us, 1974. 3 a 
police 1 ofTfcer us. isss 

skinny noun 1 inside nformation, rumour or fact us. 1959. 2 in circus 
and carnival usage, a ten-cent niece us mi 

skinny adjective 1 in il 1 1 2 1 1 1 I 1I1 low fat or 

non-fat mifkus. 1997 

skinny as a broom; skinny noun a bridegroom. Rhyming slang uk, 

skinny-dip verb to swim in the nude us, 19m 

skinny dipping in the love pond noun from a male perspective, 

the act of sex without a condom us. 2001 
skinny Dugan noun in 1 up rn n -nil n of seven u. ms 
skinny end noun in horse racing, a third place finish Australia, 1989 
skinnymalink noun a thin- p&so&fM:S 0 Tland, 1911 
skinny-minny adjective very Mfi; f/Hgll and thin us 1997 
skin one; skin two; skin three noun 1 I 1 rati tem by US 
forces in Vietnam lot the films shown on base; the system 
evaluated f(trhS,pn the amount of nudity. Fligher ratings reflected 
•Mgb^r amounts of nudity us. 1990 
skin out verb F - ean mething ut finis! rmething Canada, 

skinpix noun pornographic fittius, 1964 

skin pop noun .in or muscle, not 

into a vein us, 1952 

skin-pop verb i nj i i iru in the kin r muscle, not into a 
vein. Usually practised in the early stages of drug use us 
skin popper noun a drug user who does not inject the drug into a 

skin-popping noun an act of injecting a drug subcutaneously, not 


skins noun drupS'faK m6 

skin shake noun a thorough search of a person's body, including 

•oriffes us i$S7- 

skin shownoun a show featuring women approaching or reaching 

skinsman noun i a drummer uk m3. 2 a prolific lover Barbados, ms 
skint adjective rative appli¬ 

cation of conventional 'skinned' uk ms 
skint as a kipper's backbone adjective having no money. An elab¬ 
oration and intensification of skint punning on 'skinned', the orig¬ 
inal derivation ,uk nse 

skinto adjective having little or no money, penniless. A variation of 
SKINT used in Glasgow uk:S031Und, ms 
skin trade noun the sex industry in all its facets its 1986 
skin up verb 1 to 1 II t mariji ina igarette 1 m skin (cigarette 
paper) uk mo. 2 to expose a woman's genita s and breasts trinidad 
AND TOBAGO, 198 6 

skinz noun a sexual itt tive man us, 7993 
skip noun 1 a skipper (a captain, a leader, etc) uk mo. 2 a coach; used 
as a term of address foi a coach A shortened form of skipper us, 
1970. 3 a uniformed police sergeant. An abbreviation of skipper (a 
US police captain or sergeant) uk auk 4 an Anglo-Australian. From 
Skip, shortening of Skippy, tfe-name of the kangaroo star Of thg 
Aildrenfs tfilgvision- programme Skippy, ThesBtish Kangaroo 
AUSmuA, f9S7 

skip verb ► skip it to forget it; to drop the subject; to dispense with 
something. Often u I rn imj dive ► skip on to 

leave us, 1989 . ► skip the cinders; skip the ties to walk along a 

railway track us, 1977 ‘ ' 
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skip adjective Anglo-Australian Australia, 1995 

skip and jump noun the heart Rhyming slang for pump uk 1992 

skip-out noun ng the bill us. 

skip out verb to leave in a hurry in order to avoid obligations uk. 1 as 
skipper noun 1 a police hie 1 ptain 1 ergeant locular, from the 
C14 nautical sense us 1929. 2 a sport's team captain. From the use 
ifs 'a ship's captain', originally (in this sense) used of the captain of 
a curling team uk /set 3 a mid-level boss in an organised crime 
enterprise us. 2003. 4 a prison warden us. 1950. s a railway guard us 
ms. 6 a derelict property used as she ter by the homeless. From 
•$he Cl6 when the original sense was 'a barn' (from Welsh ysgubor 
or Cornish sciber), hence 'a bed out of doors' and, finally, the 
current use uk 1925. 7 in poker, a hand with five cards sequenced 

skipper verb 1 l ipper (a place of rest for the 

homeless) uk ms. 2 to move from house to house, staying a few 
nights at each, with atf ybyr worldly possesions in tow us nn 
skippies noun inexpensive -shoes. -mo 
skippy noun a homosexual malejii^,.j$jj- 
skip rat noun a Httter collector uk 13% 

skirt noun a won 11 1 nen obj 1 1 uall In conventional 

’ jbgtftlTusage until the late'fife when Victorians deemed it slang; 
jot necessarily pejorative or contemptuous, however various 
ddhlpitsfis, some now obsolete, objectify women: 'a light skirt" (a 
loose woman), a bit of skirt or 'piece of skirt' (a woman as sex 
object), 'flutter a skirt' (to be a harlot) 'run a skirt' (to keep a 
mistress) and 'the skirt' (women, collectiYelyfu/t, Jfo 
skit; skiff noun a smal|[- : gm4u.W-of Snow Canada. 1990 
skitch verb in icy winter conditions, to grab the bumper of a passing 
use your feet as skis as you are pullet) along us 1997 
skitchi attack! A command inciting a dog to attack Australia , 1955 
skite noun 1 a boaster t, _ 2 boastful talk Australia, i860. 3 a 

glancing blow uk scotiand, ms. ► on the skite engaged in a 
drinking binge Ireland, 1992 

Skite verb 3 2 to hit 

someohe or something with a glancing blow UK-sCOiwND, 1911 
skitters noun diarrhoea. Recorded as 'skitter' in the Scots Dialect 
Dictionary, 1911 itf SCOTLAND 1988 

skittery adjective worthless. tssv 

skittle verb 1 1 lown AUSTRALIA, 1938. 

2 to kill someone Australia, 1971 
skittle meon noun amaica, 2002 

skittles noun dr i n i 1 1111 L M) 111 1 1 1 - itigredient in non- 

prescriptiorjrRtld and cough medication, often abused for non- 
mediciftal pufpflSe&c® a® 
skitz adjective used for expressing approval uk 2003 
skive noun an evasion of duty, work or occupation; an instance of 

'$[)# gyaSorr m wss 

skive verb / truant from 

school. Possibly from dialect skive (to skim or dart about), more 
probable is French esquiver (to avoid, to slip away). Adopted into 
military slang during World War 1 , and in widespread use by the 
fhteldie of the century 

skiver noun a person who evades work or duty, a shirker uk 1941 
skiving adjective 11 I I i n skive 1 I 1 1 to shirk) uk 7959 
skivvies noun iin A 1 iriginall ipplied to an undershirt or vest, 
naWlo underwear in general us ms 
skivvy noun 1 a domestic servant, especially a maid-of-all-work uk 
1902. 2 during the Vietnam war, a prostitute US, mi 
skivvy verb lo perform heavy, boring, menial household chores 
From the noun uk im 
skizziest adjective the best us, tm 
skoal; skol verb to drink, lo down a drink r«. ms/ 


skolly; skollie; scolly norm “ nil 11 1 I n a non-white 

street hood urn or petty crimina. I rom Dutch schullen hr; lie low) 
via Afri kaants south Africa. 1934 
skoofer noun a marijuana cigarette us, 19m 

skookum adjective 
skoon noun 

skoosh noun 1 something that is easily achieved or accomplished uk. 

Scotland, 1985. 2 any carbonated soft drink uk Scotland, ms 
skooshed adjective drurtk uk: Scotland, 1996 
skop, skiet and donner noun ; 1 1 ill i< enl ind threatening 
behaviour or activity I rom Afrikaans skop, sics! en donder (to stop 
shoot and'beat up). In South African colloquial use: skop (to kick, 
lo- enjoy,yourself); skiet (to shoot to gamble with dice, to lie); 
donder (beaten up, also an abusive term of address); skiet and 
donder (used of action entertainment 'blood and thundefj^fi 

AFRICA, 1970 

skosh; skoshi noun 1 small am inti 1 in idgin used by US 
soldiers in Korea and brought back to the US as 'skosh’. The word 
was given a second wind in the 1970s with a radio advertisement 
fpr jeans that promised 'just astesh more room’ in the crotch 
area for men us-Wjh 

SKP noun an escaped prisoner. A play on 'escapee' US, m2 
skrep noun a w \nd tobaco, 1973 

skronk noun in ntemporary mu I 1 1 1 und 
skronky adjective 1 1 +1 mi 1 "'in I" lyle of playing, 
excitingly raw and basic; hence, applied to fans of such music us, 


skuif; skuifie; skyf; skyfie noun ially a hand-rol 

tobacco cigarette, or one containing marijuana. From Afrikaans 
skuif (a puff of smoke) south africa 1946 
skull noun i oral sex us 1973. 2 a confidence swindle trinidad and 
tobago, 1979. 3 a passengei in .1 lorry Road hauliers' slang uk 1951. 

4 in circus and 1 hi 1 il usa 1 icket ►out of your 

skull very drunk or drug-intoxicated. Variation on off your head 
uk 1968 . ► take a skull to react 

slowly to a Sams 

skull verb 1 to till 11 II ittacl III 1 1 " 'RELAND, 1997. 2 tO 

‘ v^ipn -someone Jamaica, 2003 
skull and brains noun oral sex us, 2002 
skull cracker noun trong, homemad risky \ 1999 
skulldrag verb ii 1 | 1 11 1 1 il 1 1 11 ner in the early hours for 

immediate transfer to another prison yx; 1996 
skulled adjective dr-urtkys 1955 
skull-fry noun cl i"i ucall 1 lig il red hair us, 1970 
skull fuck noun ANADA, 2002 

skullfuck verb i i '"il iii raise na nan I rm the male 
perspective) to receive oral sex Canada, 2002. 2 (notional) to have sex 
with a head in symbolic victory-, A less realistic variation of the 
(previous sense us, 2000 
skullie noun a skti|l^i4:-S». 
skull job noun an ifetrf 4 ftijs§tf 3 Si m 
skull money noun money earned in illegal ways uk 2000 
skull session noun a grouf nal 1 ml iiscu ion; a conference us 

skunknounia 11 in - iall 1 ror ii 1 1 woman with 
deficiencies in the area of hygiene us ms. 2 an unpleasant man; a 
contertiptiblepeison After the North Arrtfffe^abi'frj^ux; mi 
skunk verb in various games, to defeat an opponent by an 
overwhelming margin- us, was 
skunk beer noun 1 I- 1 "i 1 e litter | ir ju lit beer 
skunked adjective drunk us, 2001 
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skunk juice; skunk juicer; skunk junker | slam dunk 


skunk juice; skunk juicer; skunk junker noun an illegal linear 
amplifier for .1 citizens band radio us, 1975 
skunk oil noun any odorising agent injected into natural gas us, 1954 

skunk weed; skunk noun y of marijuana 

which will produce an hallucinogenic effect; also, good quality 
nharijuana os rite 

sky nouni in a casino, the ubiquitous overhead surveillance system. 

An abbreviated form of eye in the sky us. mu 2 a hat US, 1976 
Sky verb 1 2 

quickly, Vietnam war slang U§i982 
sky-blue-pink noun in mki ml i nin te >r fantasy colour. 
Jocular uk, m2 

sky diver noun a five-pound nole; the sum of £5. Glasgow rhyming 
slang' for FIVER UK: SCOWANft 1988 

sky hook noun 1 111 I filling 1 1 n-r enl to I that is often the 
subject of hazing (k new workers us 1954. 2 a citizens’ band radio 

antenna:®; was 

sky jockey noun 1991 

sky juice noun \ce JAMAICA. 1972 

skylark verb to park :: vehicle. Rtlyming slang uk im 

sky man noun a preacher. A variant of the more common sky pilot 

US, 1959 

sky-nest noun an apartment on an upper floor of an apartment 
building us, 1950 

sky palace noun a church. The home of a sky pilot (a preacher) uk, 

sky-piece noun a hat us, 1948 

skypilotnoun 1 I 11 iii 1 ill 111 he 1 es or the prison 
service Originally nautica slang uk me 
skyrocket verb pru r statistics) to incr ise steeply us, ms 
sky rocket; sky noun pocket. Rhyming slang uk 1879 
sky scout noun an airforce chaplain us, ms 
skyscraper noun paper; writing paper; toilet paper; a newspaper. 

Rhyming slang uk 1992 
sky-shooters noun sunglasses as igjsj? 
sky six noun God from "sky (a unT commander) us, rs76 
sky’s the limit noun t poker, an ime pla I ith no limit on the 
amount of bets us m/ 

slab noun 1 a road 1 highway. A ific applica n of the generally 
conventional use as 'a broad, solid mass' us me. 2 a thick, dark, 
cold wavers 1991. 3a sandwich Feen slang< wada, 1946. 4a 
cardboard carton of 24 cans 01 bott es of beer Australia, 199 7. 5 a 
phonograph record; any audio recording us 1974. 6 a package of 
crack cocaine us, 1998. 7 crack cocaine that G heavily adulterated us, 


slab verb in necrophile usage, to engage in sexual activity with a 


slack Alice noun a oven omar A fictitiou friend called Slack 
Alice featured in the television comedy monologues of Larry 
Grayson: during the early arjftipid-1970s Uk england:%$$- 
slackarse noun a lazy person 1971 

slack-arse adjective tired tJcfc lazy or both newZEA[ANP„. tm,. 
slacker noun aonsibility. 

The most recent burst of popularity for the term is hot its firsts®; 


Slackers nickname H i n i 1 1" in I I ing etymology is 
offered by William Pugsley in his 1945, Slackers, Sinners and other 
Seamen: so called because of the relatively slack discipline ashore 
following duty at sea Canada ms 
slack jaw noun a dS|-|t stupid periorr.us, we 
slack man noun in a combat march, the second rasa 

slackmeister noun he art of doing 

nothing alias? 

slackness noun i lewd and ulgar inguag ( t Indian and UK 
black patois uk 1994. 2 sexual aggression, promiscuity or perversion 
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1940 

slag noun i a contemptible person uk 1943. 2 a prostitute; a sexually 
promiscuous woman uk ns. 3 an unattractive woman Australia, 
mss. 4 a petty criminal; petty criminals uk 1955. s a coward. The 
earliest of many meanings, al 0! which are pejorative uk irss. 6 a 
negative criticism Australia, 2003. 7 an insult uk Scotland, ms 
slag verb 1 to verball itta lande mini include 'slag ofT 
and'slag down' UK 1971. 2 tO Spit AUSTRALIA, 1965 

slag about verb to move around; to come afid'g@r<J8'?3» 

slag-bagnoun I 1 m; 1 I- m 1 - I. combination of 

slag (a contemptible person; a sexual y promiscuous woman) and 
bag (an unattractive woman) uk 1997 
slagging rag noun r para lute that i I to pen 01 does not 
open at all u&:0i 

slaggy noun a groupie hoi prom 1 >u ind luttish, even by 
groupie standards us, m9 

slaggy adjective SluttiStW ,943 

slake verb ► slake the snake (ol a. male) lo have sex us, mu 
slam noun 1 a jail or pr'son. A shoderied lorm of slammer 
sometimes; used as a plural us, mm 2 sexual intercourse (VS, m2. 

3 in foot-powered scootering, a very hard (all uk 2000 
slam verb 11<) inje in ill il drug intr 1 1 I 1 vm 2 to 

violfftfiy jar a mix of alcoholic spirit (usually a shot Mil and 
carbonated soft drink. To prepare a slammer from the action of 
slamming a covered glass containing the mixture down on a hard 
surface, e.g. a bar counter uk 2001. 3 to hide prison contraband in 
your rectum us, 21m. 4 to defecate us, 2001. s to criticise someone or 
something harshly us, me. 6 lo refuse lo work Prison usage us 
1950. 7 in hot rodding and car customising, to modify a car's 
suspension so as to owerthe body us 19 i. 8 while ridinga 
surfboard or skateboard, to lose your balance and fall us. use. 9 to 
■Slam dance us, 1995 


slabbed and slid adjective 'dead and gone’; also used in prison '# 
an ex-prisoner who has peert forgotten uk 1950 
slab boy noun a necrophile us, 1987 

slab house noun 11 1 uran 1 1 I irbecued meatus, 

slabs noun the testicles. Back slang uk tag. 


slam bam noun 1 2 a hastily prepared 

sandwich consisting only of bread and bologna Bahamas, 1995 
slambang verb to successfully cheat other gamblers us, 1950 
slam-bang adverb with force or noise uk i84o 
slam book noun a book with a series of questions to which friends 
write answers.;®,, fs0: 


slack noun if 2 ;ney us, 197?. 3 in 

a military patrol, the-soldjer immediately behind the lead soldier 
inrftrfcnationi us, 7S» 

slack verb to \ baggy and 

sagging us, 1992 

slack adjective 1 l man tionable I e morals Australia, 
1977. 2 of poor quality, or low stand; id, unacce [Table, lewd, vulgar 
uk 1994. 3 unproductive; inefficient; azy us, 197s. 4 dreadful; awful; 
pathetic new Zealand, mm. s contemptibly unfair; unkind Australia, 


slam dance verb 1 lance in 1 1 ent manner [ pular in punk and 
post-punk settings. Slam dancing was good fodder for popular 
television in the US, with thftrOf) ips episode that aired on 31st 
January 1982 and theguftfcy episode of 2nd December 1982, 
both of which centred, around, the relatively new phenomenon us. 


slam down veib 1 in 11 a i jail cell us, »9 
slam dunk noun 1 in the language 1 ind mm in unintended, 
sudden end of a ride when the board steers too hard to windward 
us, ms. 2 anything accomplished wills ease us, 2001 
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slam-dunk verb t() defe it neone nvincingly, if not 
overwhelmingly. Frdrmthe basketball sghse of jaftlfiningthe ball 
through the hoop us 1992 
slam-dunk adjective certain US 1992' 

slam hammer; slam puller noun a lool used ay car thieves to pull 
out the cyclinder of the ignition lock uk 1977 
slammed adjective incarierat#ii4 7982 
slammed back adjective under lire influence of heroin us, 1997 
slammer noun 1 a door us, 1946. 2 a jail or prison Also in UK use us, 
1952. 3 solitary confinement us. 19m. 4 a mix of alcoholic spirit 
(usually a shot of tequila) and carbonated soft drink, violently 
jarred together arc gulped down whilst fizzing uk 2001. s a person 
who slam dances us 1991 . 6 an 1 legal inear amplifier for a citizens' 
band radio t/s, raze 

slammin’; slamming noun MDMA, the recreational drug best 
Wj* as ecstasy uk. 2003 

slamming adjective er I lutiful ibul u Originally late C19; 
current usage started in I980r black society and spread wild hip- 
•hdp music us, 1994 

slammin', jammin', throw down happy feet! usecHBr 
expressing great pleasure us m6 
slam partner noun a partner for sex, pure and simple us. 1993 
slam up verb to Someone us. 1990 

slang noun in carnival and amusement park usage, a watch chain us, 


slang veriii to mil I 1 especiall 1 I line s, 1991 2 to berate 
someone with abusive anguage uk j m 3 to exhibit or perform in 
a circus, fair or market, to perform on a stage uk, 1789 
slanged adjective in&jj^rs, in chains uk m2 
slanger noun 1 a drug dealer us. 1997. 2 a showman. Circus use; from 
obsolete slang (a travelling show; a single performance of a 
travelling show) asp 

slanging match noun e uk 1896 

slangs noun slang words or terms Hawaiian youth usage us. 1972 
slanguage noun 1 I 1 ibulary. Ajar i-lil ittempt to dignify 
slang as a language us iaz 9 

slanguist noun 1 I 1 111 1 iii ecial interest in lang an expert 
user ofa slang vocabulary An inevitable construction that lends 
some dignity to a misunderstood academic; it is first recorded in 
William Satire's New York Times column, 26 th October 1980 , 
.although 'slangist' was recorded in 1885 as 'a user of slang' us. ism 
slant noun a South Asian [ 1 1 ffensive us. m2 

slanter noun 1 a 2 the eye us, 1970 

slant-eye noun a person from southern Asia Offensive us. 1 %o 
slant sixnou/7 i si 1 inn nfigured with all six cylinders 
in line slanted over 30 degrees. Introduced in 1959 for the 
Plymouth Valiant, it is considered. by many to be the most durable 
engine ever manufactured commercially us, 19m 
slantville noun a neighbourhood dominated by South Aslan people 

slanty-eyed; slant-eye noun a car of Japanese manufacture. 
Citizens'band radio slang; a specific application for generally racist 

slap nouni 

open hand); as with spank it is applied with I leavy irony uk 2001. 

2 a prison sentence. I rom .1 conventional 'slap' given as a 
punishment uk 20a . 3 theatrica makeup cosmetics. You slap it on; 
theatrical; survives itr-the face of lighting technology that has 
made much makeup unnecessary Also variant ‘schlep’ uk iseo 
slap reriii to increa he char 1 1 n I in to implement a 
punitive condition uk. 1922. 2 especially in jazz or funk music, to 
play the double bass or bass guitar by pulling a$%iji strings and 
letting them 'slap' back 'Slap-style' is also known as 'thumb-style' 
us 1933. ► slap skins 1 2 m palms In 

greeting, farewell or approval us /■*,/. ► slap the bacon in the 
pan to have sex us, 1977. ► slap the iron to her to put snow 


chains on a truck's tyres us, mi. ► slap the monkey (ofa male) 
"' 3 ig: masturbate. A variation of spank the monkey uk 2002 
slap adverb exactly; perfectly 

slap and tickle noun 1 sex. A lift e slap and tickle never hurt anyone 
uk 1984 2 a pickle Rhyming slang uk 1992 
slap-back adjective Satfedhgrattllatcify UK 2001 
slap circuit noun the underworld us. i9S3 

slap-down noun ..Hating ituation us. 7986 

slap down rerii 1 .Hi m irever meone’s action, 

especially when 11 is done with humiliating effect uk ms 
slap hammer noun r hammer designed r pulling dents but used 
to break open the top of a car's steering column to obtain access 
•Siteignition us. 1996 

slap-happy adjective 1 dazed; confused us, uni,. 2 obsessed with 
masturbation us. 1962 

slaphead noun a bald person, whether naturally so or shaven uk mo 
slaphead adjective bald-headed uk 1997 
slap-in-the-chops noun^30^0pure.^$p0mRMUDA. ms 
slap on the wrist noun any minor punishment uk 2002 

slapper noun 1 1 sexual .. 1 . Possibly from slap 

(makeup) or, simply, the sound of flesh on flesh uk 1999. 2 a small, 
heavy club us. 7976. 3 a windscreen wiper us m6 
slapping noun a beating## 1997 

slaps noun pi i i flip-f ndals). Skatet rding usage us. 1976 

slapsie-maxi noun taxi. R.- lang 1, two mu 

slap-slap noun a small police club that fits into a police officer's 

Slap-up adjective i in Ml I i I I 11“ I 

superior Original v (1823) used to describe anything or anyone 
that was considered excellent uk im 
slash noun i a urination uk >950. 2 ihe vagina; is, 1972. 3 an attractive, 
white woman us, iw 

slash verb 1 to urinate uk 1950. 2 to cut a military-style peaked cap in 
such a way that the downward angle of the peak is exaggerated uk 
2ooi. 3 to surf aggressively back and forth across the face of a wave 

slash-and-burn adjective ruthless; unconcerned with the 
consequences of a tactic. From a term describing a jungle 
.agriculturaCpraetieefirst recorded in the early 1940s us. 19m 
slasher noun 1 | 1 m p 1 perver lea me from 

vandalism by slashing ( is. 1954. 2 in prison, a self-mutilator uk mo. 

3 a surgeon. Often teamed wild anaesthetists as 'gassers and 
slashers’ uk 002 4 in greyhound racing, a dog that cuts to the 
inside fail after the first turf.SS ejz 
slash-house noun aittftst Australia, 7977 

slat noun 1 tst-decimalisation 

equivalent of 25p. Originally (1788) 'a half-crown coin'; sub¬ 
sequently, perhaps as a result of inflation, used of a crown (a five- 
;:J®Jlt!%coin) and te value. Thus, pre-1971, 'half-a-slat' was 'a half- 
crown coin; haff&Bifiwn in value', and so it remained, despite., 
metrication, to represent equivalent values uk 7979. 2adollar us, 

1969 . 3 a jail or prison sentence us. 1973 
slate noun marijuana uk 7996 

slate rerfi to criticise someone or something harshly uk ms 
slating noun an nstance f harsh < riticism uk w7o 
slats noun i ribs us isos. 2 prison bars us. mo. 3 skis us m3 
slaughter noun a concealed location used by criminals for the div¬ 
ision or transfer of recently stolen goods UK mo 
slaughter verb i to utterly defeat someone uk 2001. 2 to severely 
criticise someone or something uk 1191. 3 10 use a concealed 
location for temporary storage, distribution or transfer of reee«t|f 
stolen goods uk 2001 

slaughtered adjective very drunk or drug-intoxicated us m 9 
slaughterhouse noun 1 a preirises where a drug dealer stores drugs 
UK 2003. 2 a school. Teen slang us ms 
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Slaughter on the Water | slick 


Slaughter on the Water noun l's Cup sailing race, 

a lopsided victory by New Zealand us, me 
slave nount in ii ii I in i I iii i i r person who 
'.ijrtdures many forms of humiliation, including extreme pain and 
public displays of submission us, 1993. 2 a submissive prisoner who 
performs all types of menial tasks for others os, ms. 3 a job os, me 
slave verb to work, especially at a menial job us, 1974 
slave bracelet noun levotion to 

another ts, 1947 

slave-driver noun a stern taskmaster us. tat 

slave market noun 11 1 11 - lere day labourers congregate us, 

2 

slave training noun the proce of 1 tructing and conditioning the 
behaviour of a sexual submissive in order that the submissive's 
menial service and status become part of a sexual relationship, 
especially when used in a dominant prostitute's advertising matter 

slay verb to cause someone to augh uproariously uk 1927 
slayer noun 11 1 n ung < nan An 1II1 ion to the 
eponymous lead in the television series Buf/y do Vampire Slaves 
Teen slang uk 2003 

sleaze noun 1 sc 2 political 

corruption us, uss. 3 a person with low mora standards os, me 
sleazebag noun A useful term 

when you cannot decide whether to call someone a scumbag or a 

SLEAZEBALL Ujtigg 

sleazeball noun an utterly despicable person us, m3 
sleazemeister noun in acknowledged 1 11 1 piactitioner of, 

sordidness, sleaziness, immorality or political corruption, By a 
tam^inatiortiwjLEAZE and '(Sgrtfian meister (master) us. 1993 


gambler has forgotten is his us, mi. 8 in dominoes, an unused 
piece that rests numbers-down us -■ 9 in hoi rodding, a conven¬ 
tional-looking, deceptively high-performing car us ms. lOatrain 
with sleeping carriages us, ms. 11 a rock just below the land 

'S0SS&.CANADA, 1987 

sleeper jump noun any long distance move between performances 


sleeping Bill noun a police truncheon us. 1949 

sleeping policeman noun a speed burtiptSc nn 

sleeping time noun rtence us. 1992 

sleep off verb to serve a short prison sentence without difficulty us, 


sleep on verb 1 gi might nsideration 0 something; to put 
flff mafeing-a decision until the following day uk. 1519 
sleep-out noun 1 in enck I nil I r par thereof fitted with a 
bed for sleeping Australia, nw 2 chiefly in Vicloria, a separate 
outbuilding used3||rSfeepingrdoattere Australia, ms 
Sleepy-R noun the Pacific Railway CANAtiH. ^ 

sleepy seeds noun the deposits of mucus formed about the eyes 
during sleep us jm ' 

sleet noun crack cocaine. I rom the drug's resemblance to sleet us. 


sleeve noun a condom uk ms . ► on the sleeve used of someone 
who injects drugs I rom the need to rol up ,1 sleeve before 
injecting uk, me. ► put the sleeve on someone to arf§g 

someone uk 19% 

sleeve verb to tattoo the lower half of the arm us ms 
sleeveen adjective sly, devious Ireland, 2004 
sleeves noun a wetsuit of any style us 1977 


sleazo noun a despicable, sleazy person us, 1972 
sleazoid noun a person of low ,Chararter:USh i986 
sleazy adjective i cheap, inferior, low us me 2 disreputable, especially 
in a sexually enticing way uk i960 
sleb noun a celebrity. A phonetic slurring and reduction uk 1997 
sled noun 1 a motorcycle Bikei (motorcycle) usage us, 2003. 2a car us 

Sledge noun 1 il 1 1 ml u ll< <il 1 l< 1 1 1,11 

game Australia, 2000 

sledge verb to needle an opponent in order to put them off their 
game austrais, im 

sledgehammer noun in pool, a moke acking in finesse but full of 
force us. 1990 

sledger noun in ' 11 - 1 ielder h I iii taunts and abuses an 
opponent as tactical gamesmanship uk 2002 
sledgied adjective recreational 

drug best known as ecstasy uk 1991 
sledging noun t lw | 1 1 n 11 III 1 iii | nent in order to put 

them off their game Origin; lly,, nd stil principally, in cricket, but 
now also used in reference to other tportsA ustralia tm 

Sleekit adjective 19/; 

sleep noun i a prison sentence of one year us, ms. 2 cocaine. Rich 
irony; if you do, you won't US, m? 

sleep verb ► sleep with someone to have sex with:someone uk 
isis. ► sleep with the fishes to be dead as a result of a murder 


sleep around verb to be sexually promiscuous us, ms 
sleeper nouni 1 barbitura 1 1 | 1 1 ibletos, mi. 

2 heroin uk, ms. 3 a book, film, song, etc, that, having failed to sell 
successfully on: its initial release, eventually becomes a 'hit' uk rasv. 
4 In sports, a player who performs exceptionally well in spite of 
very low initial expectations us, ms. 5 in betting, uncollected 
winnings; a stake that is illegally retained by the bookmaker when 
a bet is won uk me. 6 in circus and carniva usage, money that a 
customer overlooks us. mi. 7 in craps, a bet on ihe table that a 


sleezer noun i pe 1 1 11 ill fema hi ul tandard in some 
important way us. 1992 

sleigh ride noun lie 1 1 ne or heroin > nne or heroin. 

BulIding-<ofi the snow metaphor us 1973 
sleveen noun in Newfoundland, a person nol lo be trusted, a rascal 
CANADA, 1968 

slevered adjective drunl Hip I ml in Ian 1 ted in connection 
with a legal disptite-iaver rap lyrics by BBC News, 6th June 2003 uk 

slew noun a large amount us, 1839 

slew; slew a head verb ic 

lOammisslon of a crime aust/w/a, ms 
slice noun 1 a woman 1 im > tifiei 1 illy From the 
phrase 'take a slice' recorded in 1796 as 'te-Mrigue, particularly 
with a married woman, because a slice of a cut loaf is not 
missed'; the etymology is further thought to trace back to the 
proverbial phrase 'it is safe taking a shive [a slice] of a cut loaf, 
and %fiive' is easily exchanged with 'swive' (to have sex). Perhaps 
from an image of the vagina as a slice in the flesh, but also taking 
a slice of bread as something necessary and in plentiful supply uk 
use. 2an act of sexual intercourse (with a woman). After the pre¬ 
vious sense p< il in I 1 1 II n 1 1 portion 

► cut off a slice h I man A punningly 

contrived verb form of 'slice' (an act of sexual intercourse) uk isso 
slice verb ► slice bread to make a payoff tiKyig* 

sliced adjective 1 ■ '9S4. 

2 circumcised us. ms 

slice of knuckle pie noun a puw)h liftha mouth m m2 

slice of toast noun a ghost 'ffijpiihgslang uk 1992 

slick noun 1 a car lyre without ,1 tread, used in drag racing. Usually 

heard in the plural us 1 .. 2 a glossy magazine us m3. 3 in pool, a 

skilled player who bets on his own ability us, 1990. 4 a field of 
criminal expertise us, re 5 an unarmed aircraft us. mo. 6a 
helicopter used for troop transport us 
slick adjective! 2 jwball poker, favour- 

lie US 1967 
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slick chick noun an attractive girl us, m? 
slickdick adjective n li i'i I t it mi if conventional 
'slick* UK, 1997 

slicker noun la world-wise opl il i, urban person us. 1900. 2 a 
police officer us, ms 3 a stolen car with all identification markings 
erased or removed us. 1950. 4 an oversized, wide, smooth tyre used 
in racing us, 1958 

slick leggings noun the rubbing of tfr® penis between the thighs of 
another man until reaching orgasm us, mi 
slicklickernoun an oil-spi 1 cleaning machine Canada, 1995 
slick-sleeve noon 1 1 Am pri mb I ill Air Force airman 
basic; aragife? recruit. 'Slick' because he has no'Stripes on his 
steeve US. «ze; 

slick superspeed noun methcathinone From [he superior quality 
of the drug when compared to average speed (amphetamine) us 

slick top noun an unmarked police car with no light on 

slick-wing adjective used of a pilot in Hie air force, junior. The wing 
insignias of the junior pilot did not have a star above them like 
*f§pse of senior and ppmml^i^Moy, r* 
slicky; slickey veib btain m hin thr il ingenious and 
unorthodox diligence, up to and including theft An adaptation of 
pidgin English by United Nations troops in Korea.in theeady 
1950s, from (stick 1 (not-quite-honestly tses 

slicky boy noun i 1 Imi 1 er ned t I reans, borrowed by 
US and UN troops in Korea us, mz 
slide noun a trouser pocket us, im. 

slide verb 1 to depart, to go us m>. 2 to ride a wave us. ms. ► slide 
your jive to tali reel I er Ian wada. me 
slide adjective used of a college course, easy us 1974 
slide and sluther noun a mother. .Rhyming slang us, 1998 
slider noun 1 an electr n e e that all eration between 
authorised channels on a citizens' band radio us, use,. 2 a gambler 
who slides rather than rods dice in an effort to contfefftfoe result 
us 2003. 3 a hamburger or cheeseburger. Originally the small 
hamburgers sold by the White Tower™ chain, later any hamburger 

sliders noun n on hort ith an elasti list land trinidad and 
TOBAGO, 1939' 

slide-rule jockey noun a navigator in an aeroplane crew us 1959 
slides noun shoes us, 1962 
slim noun a handgun us,;t®»- 

slime noun 1 heroin us, 1994. 2 British Army Intelligence Corps 
personnel uk ms 

slimeball noun a despicable person us, im 

slimedog noun 

slimemouth noun a foul-talking person us ms 
slim-fast diet noun HIV or AIDS u §,..atfe 

slim jimnoun i device that I lipped ini 1 ioor and used to 
open the door's locking mechanism us, ms 
slim off verb to striprto## underwear us. 195s 
slimy adjective having an insincere and ingratiating manner us m2 
sling noun 1 a monetary gift or tip Wilkes records a slightly earlier 
(1948) variant 'sling back' Australia, 1950. 2 in horse racing, a 
gratuity given the jockey and attendants by the owner after a win 
Austria, 1989. 3 ► beat it 

for the sling ► in the 

sling said of ; il period us, 1954 

sling verfc 1 to thr.hing 1 < neone) in 1 specific direction; 

hence to pass something from one person to another. Common 
in C14 and Cl5, now diaect or colloquial uk 2002. 2 (to discard or 
abandon) someone or something; to quit something us 1902. 3 to 
pay a tip to someone <v istralia. iso. 4 to pay a bribe to someone 
Australia, 1939. 5 to sell i legal drugs us. 20011. 6 to engage in pro¬ 


miscuous sexual I ► sling hash to work as 

a waitress or short-order cook us /■*«.. ► sling ink to tattoo us 
toss. ► sling your hook to g leave. A naval derivation, 
perhaps inspired ay slinging grappling hooks preparatory to 
swinging acrgfi|idp another ship. Later use-seems to be maifjly 
imperative!* Wt 

sling-backs noun .hoes uk, 2002 

sling-ding noun in fishing, a weight attached to a line of trawl to be 
set, to moor lire end Canada, 1955 

slinger noun 1 a money uk mo. 2 a 

striptease artist us, m< 

sling off verb to speaking disparagingly to someone Australia. 1900 

Sling OUt verb 

slingshot nouni 1 lii 1 111 1 I 1 111 hich the driver is 

seated behind the rear wheels us . .. 2 any vehicle that passes 

others on the motorway at great speed us. »z6. 3 in motor racing, 
a passing method in which the car follows another's, draught and 
then quickly passes us, 1973. 4 an extremely skimpy man's bathing 


slingshotting noun bun jumpir 1- - e jump, beginning 
with the cord stretched out, yai king ti e participant up in the air 


slip nouni in (ii ket 1 fielder rfieldir 1 iti 1 lose to the wicket 
keeper uk isw. 2 the price of the fare home given to a punter who 
has lost all their money Australia, 
slip verb 1 to give birth t i child 2 to act 

inappropriately us. 1 m 3 to insult someone in a semi-formal quasi¬ 
friendly comp- ► slip a fatty to have sex uk r- 

► slip a lock lastic credit 

card between die door and jamb and then sliding the lock open 
us 1981. ► slip her a length (I n I - 1 11 - 1 erspective) to have 
sex with a woman uk 1949. ► slip it to someone (of a male) to 
have sex with someone Euphemistic and naughty, both at once 
us 1952. ► slip one to someone (o' a male) 10 have sex with 
SQrt)$ 0 fie UK 2001 

slip-and-fall noun a rua-of-the-mill, often fraudulent law suit or 
insurance claim resulting from an injury suffered slipping and 
, 60 ir»In 3 business establishment us. 199s 

slip-in noun any lul ri int use< f< iciliating < especially anal sex 

US, 1962 

slipper-training noun I gym shoe, 

especially when advertised as a service offered by a prostitute uk 


slippery adjective in hot rodding and drag racing, streamlined us ms 
slippery Anne noun in a deck of playing cards, the queen of spades 


slippery Sid; slippery noun a Jewish person. Offensive. Rhyming 

slippings noun any tubriciiwt,used in anal sex us, m 
slipping stick noun a slide rule us 1954 

slippy adjective -i quick; spry; nimble I torn dialect. Perhaps the best 
known contemporary usage is the song that became the theme of 
the film Trainspotting uk is : 2 slippery us m2 

Slip-Slap noun AND TOBAGO, 

slip-slop noun a strap sandal with a wooden SIMbarSados. ms 

slip-sloppy adjective veryzdwnkpwcw, 1988 

slipsticknoun a tromboneys im 

slip-stick jockey noun a radar technician us. 1947 

slip up verb to make a mistake us.fiss. 

S list noun used as a euphemism for 'shit list, a list of enemies us 


slit nouni the vagina uk mm 2 A person from South Asia. Offensive, 
jjtomthe European perception ofSouth Asian eyes as sjanted slits US 
i9so. 3 a tablet of MDMA, the recreationa drug best known as ecstasy. 
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slitch | slug 


Possiblyfrom#ie:senseas ’a vagina', pj8W)jjp$p cunt (a vShiffif 
injecting) uk 2003 

slitch noun A blend of slut 

and BITCH US, 1963 

slither noun cqEifttffeit coins US, 1982 


Sloane ranger; Sloane noun 1 .1 per hi part ot a 

fashionable set, born to the privileges of the upper-Zmiddle-class, 
especially one who dwells in London. A playful Blend of Sloane 
Square (in Chelsea London) and The Lone Ranger (sftierthe 
1930$, a ftcttanaf hero of the American west )uk 197s 
slob noun 1 when the 

characteristics are applied to the intellect: a simple-minded 
person, or when applied to the morals, a ffipptierit uk mi. 

2 anyone of Slavic I eritage Offensive us, 1978. 3 used as a 
derogatory nickname for a member of the Bloods youth gang us. 

slob; slob out verb manner uk, 2002 

slobber noun food; a mealu/CSCdW® im 
slog noun an app® period of hard work uk im 
slog verb 1 to work hard at something ox, isss. 2 to punch someone 
uk. 1824. 3 to walk heavily. I ram obsolete 'foot-slogger' (an 
infantryman, a pedestrian) uk /saw ► slog it out to work hard at 
some activity. An elaboration of slog (to work I lard) Australia, 1971. 
► slog your guts out to work hatd at something. An 
intensification of slog uk 1934 
sloo noun a look; a visual examination Australia, 1989 
sloosh verb to wash in a hurry and in a perfunctory fashion Norfolk 

slooze noun a promiscuous female us. im 
slop noun 1 prison f I 2[ il rmed rves for surfing 
purposes os, /%.■>. 3 in pool, a shot made unintentionally us, 1990. 

4 in computing, a built-in margin of error in one direction only us. 
m3. 5 a second-year co ege student us, 1947 
slop verb ► slop the hogs T trucking, to ill a ir 


slop and flop noun meals and lodging us. 1953 
slope noun a person from South Asia us 194s 
slopehead noun 1 letnam 11 uth Asian Derogatory, 
perjorative, offensive, demeaning us 1966 
slope off verb to depart, especially surreptitiously or in 
embarrassment uk. mi 
slope-out noun an easy task us 19$? 
slopey adjective used -Of a wave steep us 1991 

slopie noun a Chinese person or other South Asian. Offensive us 1949 
slop out verb i ollected in 

unplumbed toilet facilities. 1 he first order of the day according to 
Lag's Lexicon, Paul Tempest, 1950; however, according to HM 
Prison Service in 2003: 'Slopping out was officially ended on 12th 
April 1996' uk 1950. 2 to remove and clean plates, bowls, etc, that 
have been used in a prison cell. A play on slop (prispp food), and 
•fife prfeviotjs sense uk im 

slopping out noun in 1 11 11 I 1 il 11 n| 1 111 of unplumbed 
toilet facilities UK. 2000 

sloppy adjective i very sentimental us, m3. 2 drunk us, 2002 
Sloppy Joe noun n ill 1 1--I 11I 1 li 1 1 Im h the fillings 

ooze. The name comes from the inevitable mess on fingers and 
face; the sign of a sloppy eat|rps, mi 
sloppy seconds noun - ith me nr ho ha just had sex with 
someone else us »© 

slops noun beer Australia, 1944. ► go slops to have sex with a 
woman who has veiy recent y had sex with arlother man or other 
men AUSTRALIA, 1985 

slopshoot noun food with little nutritional value but which appeals 
to popular taste US Marine Corps slang us, 1991 
slops merchant noun a habitual drinker of beer Australia, m2 


slopsucker noun a low priority pr^'SdtM 1991 

slop time noun in prison, meal time : rom slop (prison food) uk 1996 

slop up verb to drink to the point of intoxication us m2 

slosh nouni a small indeter.. leasure < me liquid ux im. 

2 a blow. From slosh (to hit) ui 1931 3 a drink, especially if watery 
or weak; tea; coffee; beer; drink in general; hence, sodden or 
mushy food uk 1819. 4 (he back-slash (\) on a computer keyboard 

slosh verb i to pour li | ii I i i I Hi in irelessly; to swallow 
a drink, an oyster, etc carelessly (Usually combined with an adverb: 
'slosh down', 'slosh out', 'slosh over', etc us, is75. 2 to hit someone 


slosh and mud; slosh noun &$»d. Rhytryng slang ux j 99s 

sloshed adjective drunk uK, 

sloshing noun a beating; a thrashing uk, 1931 

sloshy adjective drufifajf 1993 

slot noun 1 a pr 2 - 3 used 

as a term of address among jazz lovers of the '930s and 40s us, 
1946. 4 the perfect spot to ride a wave us mm. 5 a crevasse in the 

■SflOW ANTARCTICA, 2000 

slot verb i to impri ii me ne 2 to shoot someone 

dead. Military uk ms. 3 to give something uk 1999 
slotties noun 1 a handbag. Polari uk, 1992. 2 money UK m2 
slouch noun a l l$^ jion^efibiR'ta/ us im 
slough noun a jail or prison us task. 

slough verb 1 2 to close down a poker 

game. Also used in the variant 'slough up' US, 1979 

slow verb ► slow your roll to-cglm down uSujjss 

slow boat noun ► get someone on a slow boat to win all of a 

’person's money by luring them into making ill-advised bets us, 1951 

slowcoach noun i I II II I II li I I I prison UK. 1837 

slow-em-up noun iressant us raso 

slow-me-down noun a sedative tablet uk 2000 
slow-mo adjective SlOW-mOtion US. 1993 

slow-pay noun a person in debt who has been remiss in making 
repayment us, 1973 

slow pill noun in I Him lepr 111 1 “ii to a horse to 

decrease its performance us, 1947 

slow-play verb i (o stall; lo delay us, 1992. 2 in poker, to underbet a 
hand to lure other players with inferior hands into betting ux mo 
slowpoke noun iwdles US, 1848 

slow set noun in a disco, a sri 1 >ng (u ml three) played at slow 

tempoJj$phe purpose of bringing the dancers closer together 

IRELAND, 1997 

slow smoulder noun 1 s 1 h . • n< is g ing nowhere fast. 

’ ^SsAir Torse usage; the opposite of a fast burner' us 1998 

slow the row, papa! take it easy! us *7 

slud verb to fall victim to a chemica war fare attack. From the official 
military warning that the victim will salivate, /achrymate, urinate, 
and defecate' us mi 

sludge noun beer ux rasa 

SLUF nickname in A i ii I I 1 nbe -i acronym for'short 
/Ittle (or /ow) ugly fucker (or /fellow)' us mt 

sluff verb to pl^MPJr^.^51 

slug nouni 2 3 ; penis. Figurative 

application of the slimy invertebrate found in damp places; the 
pun on conventional 'slug' (a fellet) into bullet (an ejaculation of 

4 

'sluggard' orr^Mtipafison to the slow-moving slimy;gastropod or 
land-snail ux 1425. 5 a seal A visual similarity Antarctica, 1940. 6 a 
group of cards that have been arranged and then inserted intoya 
deck (A 1996. 7 a hospital patient who refuses to participate in 
therapy or self-help us /••.... 8 in drag racing and hot rodding, a 
piston us 1958. 9 in the television and film industries, a piece of 
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unusable film that is temporarily used to fill In for footage that 
will be added us. 1990. ► put the slug on someone to hit 
someone with your fist us, wso 

slug verb it' 2 ink directly from a 

bottle. From the noun sense u< si otland, 1996. 3 to cheat playing 
slot machines by thsertiffg something other than the proper coin 
in the machine us ms. 4 to lie in bed Verb formation from the 
more common usage-as a 'fSifS us, pm 
slug and snail; slug noun a fingernail,.a tjaenail- slang c/k 

slugfestnoun 1 l ii i 11 1 H i I hence a military 
engagement at dose-quarters. A combination of slug (to strike) 
and -fest (a concentration of the preceding naufijhtK a*s 
slugger noun 1 a brutish Iist-fighter us 1942. 2 a casino cheat who 
tnestj play slot machines with objects other than the proper coin 

si Uggo noun 

sluggos noun briefs. So called 

since they display the slug (the penis) Australia, rasz 
slug huggers noun a pair of men's close-fitting and revealing nylon 
swi mrrting'trtmks Australia, 2003 

slugout noun 

sluice noun an a n an earlier sense 

(the vagi na) uk ,. tm 

slum noun i an apartment or house. The Oxford English Dictionary 
offers several early C19 cites in this sense but deems the term 
obsolete. Robert Beck (Iceberg Slim) wrote the language of the 
streets, not€19 England, suggesting a slang life for the word i$#@ 
C20 US us 1969 2 inexpensive costume jewel ery; any low-value 
merchandise us raw. 3 prison food us, mo 
slum verb i to visit tj r neight urh ut f curiosity; to live 
beneath your station uk raw. 2 to voluntarily mix with social 
inferiors uk. ses 

slum adjective cheap; shabby; in poor taste US, 1973 

slumber slot noun ament behind the 

seat US 'pi 

slumgullionnoun in ike hit te nade 1 I hatever ingredients 
are at hjSidts m3 

slum hustler noun 1 ; “i 1 h ell fake jewellery us. 1973 
slumlord noun a landlord who rents poorly kept-up properties In the 
ghetto, often with a large Bfdffttmafgin us, ms 
slummadelic fire noun excellent and exciting rap music us, 2002 

slummy noun uk 2001 

slung up adjective relaxed; at ease us, rasa 

slurp verb ► slurp at the sideways smile to ppftfcmoral set; on 
a woman us, 2001 ’ 
slurpage noun any beverage us 1997 

slush noun 1 COL 2 tea UK - SCOTLAND, 1988. 

► in the slush very drunk m mi 
slush box noun an automatic transmission; a car with automatic 
fraismisstQn MJsmtM. mi 

slush car noun a car with an automatic transmission us, ms 
slush fund noun i ii m i i a fund i - te ourceofthe 
money and the exact way in which it is spent is not subjactto any 
accounting or accountability us, im. 2 money collected by a 
prisoner's associates for a prisoner's family uk 1996 
slushing fuck pit noun the vaginafif a»f 

slush pump nouni - 2 an auto- 

matic transmission; a vehicle with an automatic iransmlssion. 

'Not used so much these days,' noted Clive Graham-Ranger, 
Sunday times, 9th August 1981 us. 1968 
slush up verb to drink to the point of intoxication us. 1949 
slushy noun a kitchen band austraim, mi 


slut nouni 2 i aromiscuous 

boy or man us mux 3 a prostitute us, mi. 4 used as an affectionate 
female-td-fenale term of address Use oftbe'tfrmdoes not 
suggest promiscuity us, m3 

-slut suffix in combir.. i sexua fetish >r ictivity, a sexual 

fetishist or (in pornography) specialist, fh such forms as palMlijr 
nipple-slut come-slut, etc. Intended to, or, at best, tends to, 
diminish the status of a person so described. Widespread in 
inter,net pornography uk, 2003 

slut-mouth noun in coarse and 

vul@r'i4..»ai 

slut puppy noun a promiscuous girl us 1990 

slutted out adjective broken down; in disrepair us, raw 

sluttish adjective sextoOn a cheap way us 2004 

slutty adjective | larance us 1991 

slutwear noun extremely sexually provoking clothing us. 2000 

sly adjective unlrff Lverpool usage ijk, 2001 

sly-boots noun a cutting person. Jocular uk 1700 

sly-grog noun 

sly-grogger noun a person selling sly-grog Australia, ra9z 

sly-groggery noun >1 without a licence 

tO dO SO AUSTRALIA, 1907 

sly-grogging noun ilu | i i ti i i il I I illicitly Australia, 1952 
sly-grog joint noun an establishment selling alcohol without a 
icense to do so Australia, 1956 

sly-grog shop noun hi III iii'ii e ling rl< ,1 ml without a 
icence to do so Australia. 1826 


sly mongoose noun an - 1 m 11- ever rnd ievious person. 
Hawaiian youth usage us, mi 

smacknounih- in Derive >0 ibl f m 1 idish shmeker (a 
sniffer of drugs) us, m2. 2 alcohol ; is, 1 1 1. 3 disparaging talk us. 1999. 
4 slang us, 1997. 5 a swind e based on matching pennies us, 1940 
smack verb to murder someone ; k r/u. ► smack the pony (of a 
female) to masturbate Smack the M my is an all-women television 
sketch' show, first broadcast on Channel 4 in 1999 m m2 

smack adverb I SMACK-DAB US, 1951 

smack-bang after* niddle uk raw 

smack-dab adverb - i il At time reversed for mic effect us, 1892 
smacked back adjective heroin-intoxicated us, mi 
smacked out adjective in in extreme tate of leroin-or cocaine- 

intoxicatiDniu/c 19m 

smacker noun 1 a loud kiss uk 1775. 2 a one-dollar note us, 1945. 3 a 
pound sterling. From ihs Wier sense uk 1924 

smackeroonie noun 1 il -1 1 1 I rati not smacker, 

noted by Joanna Williamson, 982 uk m2. 2 a pound sterling. An 
Intension of smacker (a pound), popularised by UK television per¬ 
sonality Christ Tarrant (b.1946) on Who Wants To Be a Millionaire? 
on television, from 1998 uk 2002 
smackers noun the lips uk, 2002 

smackhead noun 1 heroin add A combination of smack (heroin) 
and head (user)-us, 1972 

smack in the eye noun 1992 

smack up vert 11 1 mi bea meone up Australia, 

1945. 2 to inject oneself wild heroin us, 1995 
smacky lips noun prolptiged kissihgios 1965 
smage verb to masturbate Norfolk island, 1992 
small noun one hundred dollars us, raw 

small adjective i afraid i is, i m. 2 drug-intoxicated Comedian Steve 
Martin's refiMhT#ifii's get small’ inspired a wider usage of the 


small beer noun consequence or 

importance w,rs# 


slushy adjective t 


small fortune noun i i ra in lar urn f money uk isz 4 
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small fry | smiley 


small fry noun an insignificant thing 01 things, person or people uk 

small house noun a latrine niNiDAD AMBi jtMG0, isas 
smallienouni bbean island 

Jamaica, 1994. 2 on Trinidad and Tobago, a person from any of the 
smaller English' Caribbean islands northwest Qf Tritndad and 
Tobago TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO* W5 

small nickel noun fifty dollars or, in a casino, fifty dollars' worth of 
betting tokens us, mi 

small one noun one hundred dollars us. ms 
small potatoes adjective something of little consequence us i838 
smalls noun i underwear uk. 1943. 2 a small amount of money as a 
bribe JAMAICA, 2003 


small thing noun ► do that small thing used in a request for a 
favour, or lo signal compliance with a request uk, 1984 
small-time adjective iinsignificant, unimportant; minor Of vaudeville 

small-timer noun rn nsignificant in me ne of trivial import- 
afrce liblfty given field uk, 193s 

smanker noun in unm rried 1 liddle-aged peison who has no 
children, objectified as a fifetyle category. Formed on the 
a#0%m of 'single middle-aged no kids', and contrived 

fdr marketing purposes uk, 2003 ; 

smarm verb to behave in in ing it ting manner; to flatter someone 
Insincerely Uk. mj 

smarmy adjective .1 mental uk 1909 

smart adjective fine; well; alright uk, 20m 

smart alec; smart aleck; smart alick noun amofferiSTyely smart 
person; a know-it-all us, ms 

smart armpit noun 1 1 ill. Euphemi r smart-arse uk 2000 

smart-arse; smart-ass noun a person with a conceited view of their 
own intelligenceAUSrmM, 1932 

smartarsed; smart-arsed adjective conceited about one’s 
intelligence us, 19a 

smart as a new pin adjective 

smarter than the average bear used for a humourous, If at 
times ironic, observation about another's intelligence. Yogi Bear's 
boast about himsefftrtfiis television cartoon series that first aired 
in 1958 us. lass 

smart-eye verb to give someone a look that may be aggressive, 
challenging or disapproving us, 2000 
smartie noun 1 a shrewd i wise to the 

various devic 2 , ludenl, 

cheeky person, an offensively smart person Australia, m9. 3 an 
intelligent person auSTBaua, m2 

smarties noun 1 I DMA, 1 1 itional dru I e t known as 

ecstasy. From a branded rhulti-colotired confection uk 2001 
smartman noun 1 u in 1 1 _ 1 in nfider indie 

AND TOBAGO, 200 ? 

smart mobnoun group of protester.. other demon¬ 

stration of social unrest) organised and mobilised by text 
messaging. A play on conventional 'mob' and an abbreviation of 
'mobile' us. 21x13 

smart money noun in horse racing, money bet on the basis of solid, 
empirical data US, mi 

smart-mouth verb tall in lentl to someone us, 1968 

smart pill noun 

Peninsula usage Australia, 2001 
smarts noun intelligence US, two 

wide. 


smarty-pants noun a person who is smart, but not quite as smart as 
■Spey think they are us, 1941 

smash noun 1 h hit' uk mo. 

2 momentum. Air combat slang us, ms. 3 money; pocket change 

smash verb ► smash case in computing, to disregard any differen¬ 
tiation between upper and fewer case us, mi 
smash and grab noun 1 a black taxi or a minicab. Rhyming slang 
uk 1992. 2 a simplistic burglary involving very little planning or 
tHotightUS' m9 

smashed adjective 1 drunk us. i%o. 2 drug-intoxicated us, 19s/ 

smash ’em-up noun a vehicle accident ui mfs 

smasher noun 1 a very attractive female us, 1959. 2 a superlative thing 


smasheroo noun 1 a great 11 - -1 -I I ration of smash us, 1943. 

2 aigobd-iaokihg; female us, ism 
smash-face adjective physical; aggressive us, 1990 

smashing adjective .II 1 I f great charm; large. It 

Is often claimed, improbably, that this derives from the Irish 
phrase is maith sin (that's good) uk 1911 
smash-mouth noun prolonged kissing us 1965 
smash-mouth verb to kiss passionately us, 196S 
smash-mouth adjective physical, aggressive us, 19m 
smazzmo verb to move in an uncoordinated, jerky manner us, 1977 
smear noun theatrical cosmetics us, 1952 

smear verb to drop napalm on a target us, mi. ► smear a queer 
to assault a homosexual us, 1993 

smears noun l|g|jj$ m 

smeg noun 1 used is an all-pur; 1 11 me insult. Used in 

many different forms - 'smeg!', 'smegging', 'smeghead' - by 
space castaway Dave Lister in the science fiction comedy 
television show Red Dwarf, BBC since 1988 ( r 1 m. 2 any viscous 
matter of unknown origin, ffti variant 'shmeg' also exists us, ms 
smell noun digital-vaginal contact us, 1974 
smell verb ► smell Apple pie to be near your date of expected 
return from military service in Vietnam to hie US us. 1991. 

► smell for water 1 md a spfi 1 1 1 1 ining rod Canada, 
ism. smell some gas vehicle us 


smeller noun the nose uk 1700 

smell-fart noun n inquisitive kn 1 II 1 eaiand, 1994 
smellies noun 1 perfume; perfumed deodorants UK 21x12. 2 anchovies 

smell of broken glass noun a strong body odour, especially male. 

Probably from the 'sharp' nature of the offending smell UK 1973 
smell of clay noun onditior 1 ribed to a person likely to die 

soon uk scorer 1988 

smellybridge noun the perineum (the area of skin between the anus 
and the scrotum or vagina) uk 2002 
smelly hole noun the vagina U/ca»f 
smell you! used for replying to an obvious brag us, 199s 
smesh noun in circus and carnival usage, money us, mi 
smidge noun the smallest amount A shortened smidgen. First 
recorded in 1905 , but popularised by ESPN’s Dan Patrick telling 
viewers that Sports Center wiltfesume 'rn asraidge. us im: 
smidgen; smidgin noun a very small amount us, ms 
smile noun imeihmg [hat i imu ing us, m2 
smile and smirk; smile noun work; also, as a verb to work. 
Rhyming slang Uk m2 

smiley noun 1 a simplistic image of a smiling face, used for indicat¬ 
ing ikighter or happiness. First seen as an icon and later in elec¬ 
tronic comrfiyn'feations formed with punctuation' marks, generally 
as :) but with multiple variations us 1995. 2 a tablet of LSD with the 
smiley icon printed or etched thereon uk ms. 3 a variety of 
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MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy, identified by 
the smiley motif embossed on the tablet uk w2. 4a large chain 
with a padlock wossn atofigd tfte arm or nk&os, im 

smithereens noun small [ 

Smitty noun h fiberglass, 

increasing the roar of the engine us, i960 
smock noun heroin. A corruption of smack or the Yiddish shmeck us, 


smog verb i to smoke marijuana us, 2001. 2 to execute someone with 
.'l|hal gas us; mt 

smoke noun 1 a cigarette 1 ci n 2 marijuana; heroin; 

opium; any drug that may be smoked us, 1946. 3 a marijuana ciga¬ 
rette 0'S, 1967. 4 crack cocaine when smoked; heroin mixed with 
crack cocaine when smoked us, 1991. 5 denatured alcohol (ethyl 
alcohol to which a poisonous substartCe’te been added to make 
it unfitlrr consumption) mixed with water for 4 r.fnkingi 4 -J 3 ®. 

6 toxic, potentially fatal solvents used as substitutes for alcohol for 
the truly desperate us. 1955. 7 a black person. Offensive us 1913. 8 a 
non-commissioned officei commanding an arti lery battery us. ms. 
9 a forest fire us mi. 10 one dollar os; ox s. ► bring smoke to fire 
a gun us. 1997. ► in smoke in hiding Australia, mis. ► put 
smoke 10 (ire a single round of artillery to help others mark a 
target os mu ► the Smoke; Big Smoke; Great Smoke; the 
Smokes L 1 I 11 irge city. All rriatii 1 ire used with'the' 

uk ms. ► up the Smoke 10 London; to central London (from 

lie 111 1 I ' II III I il 1 11 II //I THESMOKE' 

$®ndOfi) even when heading down from the north uk 
smoke verb 1 to shoot someone us, me. 2 to drive fast us 1976. 3 to 
defeat someone SMrote^peci^tyfn a contest of speed .14.1996. 

4 to perform oral sex on a man Simple imagery, perhaps 
Influenced by the f reudian notion that smoking is an 'oral' habit 
uk 1984. ► smoke a bowl 

us mss. ► smoke a pipe; smoke the pipe to surf through the 
hollow tube of a wave us 19, ► smoke butt to curry favour 

through obsequious behaviour us. mm. ► smoke it to commit 
suicide by a gunshot wound in Pie mouth us. mss. ► smoke like 
a chimney to smoke cigarettes heavily uk. im. ► smoke with 
the devil 1976 

smokeasy noun a clandestine venue for the illegal sale and 
consumption of marijuana Modelled on speakeasy (a bar that sells 
alicw illegally) uk 2m 

smoke Canada noun nai uan.i, pi umed 11 mate in Canada 


smoked cheaters noun rSarit glasses us sa 
smoked haddock noun at a racecourse, the paddock. Rhyming 
slarrg uk mi 

smoked Irishman noun wn or coffee 

coloured skiQUjfttoK 

smoked out adjective i i :d on marijuana or crack 

cocaine us. ms. 2 without any crack cocaine to smoke us. 2003 

Smoked Scotchman noun Scottish and 

Mtffen CANADA. I960 

smoked Welshman noun any dark-skinned man speaking little I 
English Maybe simple racial stereotyping, haf is probably 
influenced by the fact that an English person attempting a Welsh 
Ipeht sounds ;generical(y .lf»tfiSn uk m 
smoke house noun 1 11 n ere me 1 ftwelve-step 
recovery programmes such as Alcoholics AnqnyiJttis are held. A 
term based on the heavy cigarette smoking that is often, character¬ 
istic of the meetings us 1 « 2 crack cocaine uk 2003 
smoke pole noun a shotgun canaoa,i 9$ 
smoker noun 1 1, especially one 

with sexual entertainment a film .Shown during such a gathering 
uk 1887. 2 a marijuana smoker us. mm 3 a passenger train car in 
which smoking is permitted us. ms/. 4 any diesel-powered truck us, 
1962. 5 a car for sale that a car tradei is using for personal transport 
uk 1965. 6 a stolen car us 199 7 a high-mi eage car. A car-dealers' 


smokestack noun 1 | iP imblin 1 ken n the hands of an 
■ jsJ®Ml)|d gambler us. 1996 
smoke train noun a cigarette us. 2001 

smoke-up noun n college, a notification of academic deficiency us, 

smoke wrench noun in 1 11 re; hi hi reel lene torch us. 1992 
smokey noun 1 in prison, a segregation unit uk mu.. 2 a Maori. 

Offensive NEWZEAIAND, 1984 

smokey bear; smokey; bear noun a police officer; the police. 
Citizens' band radio s ang; from Smokey Bear (aka Smokey the 
Bear), a caricatured black bear, ffempCapitan, New Mexico, used 
tsfhce 1950 to prostate forest fire prevention. The symbolic bear 
wears a hat similar t<3. that worn by US highway patrol officers and 
state troopers. Also used to designate police in various forms., 
'smokey beaver’ (a policewoman), 'smokey convention' (two or 
more police cars), 'smokey on four legs' (mounted police), 'smokey 
with a camera' (police using speed detection equipment), 'smokey 
'j^th ears'(police#!# radio), etcus, i# 

Smokey the bear noun 1 a drill sergeant, in the US Army us. ms. 2 a 
military aircraft used foi dropping n agnesium-based flares to 
'illuminate the ground at night us. 1989 
smoking adjective 1 excelled; ihr'vng, exciting us, 1975. 2 fashionably 
dressed us im 

smoking gun noun 1 im 1 ui ; rn unmissable clue. A 

term that came into popu at use during Hie President Nixon 
Watergate scandal in the US in the early 1970s us. m74. 2 a mixture 
of heroin and cocaine; hert?if)'4f<; 1998 
smoko noun 1 )r a cigarette 

and normally long enough for a hot beverage aosotm, ms. 

2 marijuana Australia, 1987 
smoky noun 111 lii li 1 1 ffensive 1-104 mi 
Smoky Joe noun it marks targets for bomber 

aircraft with smoke bombs us. 1946 
smoo noun the vagina AUsmuA m2 
smooch verb to kiss in a lingering manner us. 1932 
smoochy odject/ve of music, suitable for slow, rofttSofic dancing uk, 


smoochywoochypoochy noun marijuana. A pet name uk 2001 
smoodge; smooge verb 1 t pla he phani tralia. ms. 2 to 
kiss and cuddle Australia, 1915. 3 to win someone around; to charm 
someone Australia 1940 

smoodger; smooger noun a flatterer A(0RAUfi, im? 
smoodgingly adverb ingratiatingly AUsmuA, m2 
smooth nouni im ui 11 1 1 1 uth fashion and gang 

movement that was the final and least notable stage in the evol¬ 
ution ofthe-sBMiead. A skinhead with fractionally longer hair 
became suedehead which, in. turn, grew smooth - and not 
distinctive enough lo survive uk mss 2 on (he railways, a tip often 
cents us, tS77 

smooth verti in 11 i Min nd dra mi remove ornaments 
and hardware from-the car body us, 1968 

smooth adjective 1 2 Calm US, 

1967. 3 in lowball poker, favourable us n .4 sophisticated, urbane 

us,m 

smooth 

smooth and glassy adjective easy-going us. raw 
smoothie noun 1 the complete removal of a woman's pubic hair; 
the result thereof us, 2001. 2 a person who stays calm and avoids 
trouble us. mu. 3 a man who is attractive, persuasive, crafty, and a 
bit manipulative Often, but not always, pejorative us. 1929. 4a 
stalled gambling cheat us m 

smooth leg noun a woman. Citizens' band radio slang uk mi 
smooth operator noun someone who is attractive, crafty, and a bit 
manipulative us, 

smooth trade noun in urban 1 11 n- nsci u homosexual man 
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smother noun hi - i i 1 Alii < th< practi il ense of the coat 
worn over a'pfckipoetet's arm to mask crimlnaf activity uk im 
smother verb to conceal a person, a thing or a movement Australia. 

smouch verb tO W\SS AUSTRALIA. 1368 

smoush noun ill i 11 I In I nooch Australia, m3 
smudge nouni i pi 11 i inally photographers'jargon, from 
blurred pictures uk til 2 a pornographic magazine or magazines. 
Extended from the previous sense uk 1996. 3 a photographer, 
.especially a press photographer. Shortened from smudger uk. iass. 
smudger noun a photographer, especially a press photographer. From 
smudge (a photograph) uk mi 

smurfnounian 1 li 1 1 tizen 1 | lal bank accounts are 

used to launder drug money The Smurfs are well-known 
children's cartoon Characters, adopted here to suggest th& 
innocent appearance of a money launderer us, im. 2 in an 
Internet discussion group, afipcjuent poster who adds little in the 
way of content -us, 1997 

Smurf Juice noun if- 1 reational < ug GHB As a marketing strat¬ 
egy the clear liquid is dyed blue, which is the colour pf Smurfs™ 
(internationally known childWS characters )south Africa, mA, 
smush verb to crush. A blending of 'crush' and 'smash' us, 1991 
smut noun pornography i$t .iem 

smut-hound noun n 1 1 1 I 1 11 il I | li f 1 in for bawdiness 
or indecent publicattens; a censor who seeks out such works uk, 

smuts noun sexually explicit photographs 01 postcards us, m2 
snack nouni a \ who Is the 

object of an older homosexua's desire us, 1937. 2 something easily 
aecompOshedAtisriMUA mi 

snacker noun at man uk 1974 

snackpacknoun Hi nale genita 1 eer 11 1 1 x k "trap or tight, 
skimpy underwear us, im 

snaffle verb 1 i" u 1 re oneihngfor ur < vn uk 1902 
snafu noun a cl 1 k 1 ne An 1 nym ol ituation normal, all 
tucked up', or the'more polite 'situation normal, all tiuled up' us. 

snafu verb to bungle >me hing 1 reduce mething to chaos, 
"‘ftbfh'the noun sense US, gfci 

snag noun 1 a girl, especia ly an ugly one us m2. 2 a tooth us raez. 

3 a sausage Australia, 1941 

snag verb i to ii nettling; t i juir mething us 1895. 2 to 
outdo someone us 1946 

snag bag noun ■ g personal effects. Prison 

usage us, mr 

snagged stag noun a boy vh 1 teadil if lusively dating one 
girl us, i 96 i 

snaggle tooth noun a young woman or girl irregular (or 
missing) teeth. Among 1 A boys in 2004 'summer teeths' is a 
nickname for British girls - some are teeth that point here, some 
are pointing there uk 1909 

snail mail noun mail A term that was 

cojfled:iflgf the advent of electronic mail os 1983 
snail track noun 1 a verticle line of hair on the stomach Australia, 
2002. 2 the residue of vaginal secretions, semen and/or saliva on a 
woman's thighs after sex us, 19 86 
snail trail noun the vagina uk 2001 

snake noun 1 th 2 ry long rag- 

worm used as bail uk ms. 3 in electric line work, insulated rubber 
line hose us 1980. 4 a long, serpentine putt us m2. 5 a subway, an 
underground system us i 960 . 6 a surfer who surfs in another 
surfer's right of way us rasz. 7 an informer us 1958. 8 in foot- 
powered scootering, another rider who cuts in, especially one who 
take's another's line into a trick uk 9 an AH- 1 G Cobra attack 
helicopter The US Army's primary gunship in Vietnam us, 19s 6 . 

10 a railway pointsman f 10m the serpentine 'S' on the 


pointsman's un ► able to crawl under a snake; 

lower than a snake's belly 11 1 1 | " 1 ble despicable 

Variations include 'a snake's hips', since World War 2, and 'ab$|§j- 
crawl under a snake's belly with a top hat on', 1959 Australia, 1932. 
► the snake in in 1 I n 1 h 1 1 -II 1 he London Fire 

Brigade uk raw 

snake verb 1 to have sex from the male perspective us 2001. 2 in 
snowboarding or skateboarding, to cut in front of someonjS'tg;, raw. 
3 to go quietly, 10 move silently I be variant 'snake off also exists 

HYLAND, WSS 

snakebite; snakie noun a mixture of cider and lager uk ms 

snake-charmer noun in V e Ai n In 1 rail 1 maintenance 
worker. From the prevalence of snakes along railway tracks 
AUSTRALIA 1 SB 7 

snake-eaters noun the LJS Army Special I orces. Trom their jungle 

survival skills us, 1991 

snake-eye; snake-eye bomb noun during the Vietnam war, one of 
several aircraft bombs with descent-slowing devices to permit low- 
level attacks us, 19a, 

snake eyes noun 1 A visual 

metaphor us, 1929. 2 in dominoes, the 1 -1 piece us 1959. 3 in poker, 

snake fence noun a rail fence, split cedar, In six or eight Interlocking 
zigzag patterns us, im 

Snake Gully noun 1 1 1 u ..1 1 II rckward place 

AUSTRALIA, 194S 

snakehead noun muggier 1 linese pe iple Direct translation 
from a Chinlsg' terra us, 2002 

snake juice noun if rough quality Australia, 


Snakenavel, Idaho noun a fictitious rura place us. 1994 
snake pit noun 1 used in the US "in itary during ihe conflict in 
Vietnam for describing any operational headquarters us. m6. 2 a 
sergeant's ffps ^Australia mi 
snake ranch noun a bachelor's housftys, 1990 
snake room noun a bar Canada, rag- 

snake's noun an act of urination Shortening of snake's hiss Australia, 


snake's hiss noun an acl ol urmalion Rhyming slang for piss 
AUSTRALIA, 1966 

snakey-snakey noun nake (the penis) uk. 


snaky adjective in a foul mood Australia, im 
snap noun 1 aim I 1 1 id 111 11 ule famyl r trite From the 
sound/action of breaking open the ampoule uk m2. 2 an amphet- 

3 

one gulp Canada, 1988. 4 a negative statement or taunt, often as 
part of a rap performance us, 1994. 5 a humourous statement or 
person us, 1970. 6 something that is simple or easy us, iszz. 7 in 
pool, the tut hi fthe ime 8 a photograph us, 1394. 9 a 

snack; a packed meal In dialect from 1642 ; usage appears to have 
victthe railways, UK 1$® 

snap verb 1 to insult m 1 in 1 m rn 1 |i 11 1 friendly com¬ 
petition us. 1979. 2 to realise something suddenly; lo experience an 
epiphany us, 1%z. 3 to flex, and thus contract, the sphincter during 
anal sex us 1972. ► snap in to engage in rifle target practice. 
Korean war usage us. 195.1. ► snap out of it to stop dreaming; to 
face reality; to change your mind-set. Often used as an imperative 
UK 1918. ► snap to it 1 ' 'lo ol 1 _ 1 ' 1 1 in 1 et hing UK ms. 

► snap your cap to |§S#;your sanity us 1973 
snap! used ft From the 

children's card game during vyhich players cry 'snap!' whenever 
matching cards are exposed uk 1959 
snap cap noun ; I ridge uk m3 

snapped up adjective 1 under the influence of snap (amyl nitrate) UK 
1962. 2 very drunk Canada, 1999 
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snapper noon i the vagina, especially one with exceptional muscular 
control us 19/5. 2 a girl or young woman us, 1971. 3 an infant 
Ireland, 2003. 4 the foreskin us mu s a photographer uk mo. 6 in 
blackjack, an ace and ten-point card dealt as the first two cards jgf 
a player us, 1980. 7 amyl nitrite; an ampoule of amyl nitrite us, 1x7. 
8a small, fast-breaking wave Australia 1977. 9 in lobstering, a lobster 
that is not legal size us, 1973. 10 a wooden match us 1970. 11 the 
mythical ingredient in bated beans that dstt.be removed to 
prevent flatulenceususs- 

snapper-rigged adjective 11 n; 1 1 i; repaired in makeshift 

fashion. Nautical terminology brought ashore in Nova Scotia 

CANADA, 2002 

snappers noun / false teeth uk, 1924 

snappy adjective i i nonat nar Especiall i snappy dresser' 

us 2 ► make it snappy; 

look snappy to be quick. Often used as an imperative uk, 1926 


snard lumps noun 1 ind i< clump I it build up under the 
fender of the car. In eastern Canada, they have been called 
'SftWIWclS' CANADA, 198? 

snarf verb 1 to drinl > to eal >m hing | ill gieedily. Possibly 
abbreviated and adapted from an affected UK pronunciation®^ 
snaffle (to acquire) uk 2002. 2 to take something; to grab 
ibfbithing us, m 

snark noun a caustic witticism us, xm 
snark verb act gmmp'ly (>• nastily us, 1997 
snarky adjective he Scottish snark (to 

'find fault, to nag) uk, tm 
snarler noun a sausage Ncwimtiwa tm 

snarl-up noun a chaotic mess; often applied to a near-gridlock in a 
"'Spalls' system uk i960 

snatch noun 1 a) as a sexual 

object uk urn. 2 a kidnapping us, 1931. 3 something stolen uk 2000. 

4 an air rescue of ground troops or the crew of a downed aircraft 

snatch verb to kidnap someone us. 13.12. ► snatch it to quit work 
taking the wages due Australia, mi. ► snatch your time to quit 
work taking the wages due Australia, me 

snatch 22 noun 

that a man would have to be drunk to attempt sex with her, but 
too drunk to perform. A logical knot, formed on snaici (the 
vagina); after Catch 22, the noygi by Joseptt iHilfe 1961, and the 
conventional usage it inspired uk 2002 
snatch box noun the vagi na. An fbb&fbtien of snatch uk mi 
snatch box decorated with red roses noun the bleed period of 
the menstrual cycle. Formed on snatch box (the vagina) with 
• #30# 1 imagery us. 1999 

snatcher noun 1 a thief us ms. 2 a police detective us, 1948 

snatch fur noun female pubic Pair UStjmi 

snatch hair noun the pubic hair (of either gender) us 199s 

snatch hound noun a pen on hoi bsessed th sex and women 

•ifcraSz 

snatch man noun a press photographer uk 2001 
snatch patrol noun a combat mission in which the object is to 
capture enemy troops for interrogation us 1977 
snatch-plug noun a taif^gfi us, m 
snavel verb to steal someth I ng Australia, 1892 
snazzy adjective Ini lil n ilk mart US ;9i2 
sneak™™ 1 1 h Ini 10 tells tale r informs on his or her 
fellows. School slang, from an earlier, more general sense as 'a 
Sespita'ble person, or one who behaves in an underhand irmanner*- 
uk mo. 2 a soft-soled shoe; a running shoe, a trainer uk m2 
sneak verb 1 to tell chool slang uk 

1897. 2 to break into a building us, can. ► sneak a peak to take a 
fjfifcgt something of someone us 1999 


sneak adjective ► on the sneak tip in secret us, 1995 
sneak-and-peak adjective 1 designed to be quiet us, 1973. 

2 undertaken for the purpose of reconnaissance us 1974 
sneaker noun 1 a person engaged in an illegal enterprise who does 
not pay a regular bribe to the police but does when confronted us 
1973. 2a smuggler ns, ns,. 3a linear amplifiei for a citizens' band 
4 

tyrgiis, 1992 

sneaker bitch noun 1 lersor 1 1 too focused on conspicuous 
consumption, such as high priced trainers us, rass 
sneakernet noun 1 mpi 1 1 1 irry a disk fr m one computer 
t<5 another OS, 

sneakers noun car wheel rlmS-Mara 
sneak go noun anyKefifpjg^. action Australia, 1x9 
sneak-in noun a bar that surreptitiously remains open after the legal 
closing tftneifeiw 
sneak job noun housebreaking uk 19 96 

sneaky adjective used of a r idim.il, hidden us, m2 

sneaky beaky noun a spy. Often used attributively as an adjective 


sneaky Pete noun 1 any potent, potentially fatal, alcoholic 
concoction, favoured by those whose need outweighs their ability 
to pay us 1947. 2 marijuana mixed in wine us ms. 3 a member of a 
US Army long-range reconnaissance patrol unit us 1990. 4an 
unannounced in-flight exarfthition by a crew that boards the 
plane just before take-off us, 1953. 5 in pool, an expert p ayer's 
custom due, designed%k»ls like an ordinary cue us 1993 
sneeze noun pepper us, fisr 
sneeze verb to arrest 3qrap3{|e.4® 1950 
sneeze and squeeze noun cocaine and sex us. 19m 

sneezed adjective I III! | ml UK, 1996 

sneeze out verb to confess UK 1996 

sneezer noun 1 the nose us 1945. 2 in marketing, a person whose 
■■Spnmon the market listens to and trusts A logical byproduct of 

VIRAL MARKETING (w0rd-0f-rT10Uth) US, 2000. 3 a lull Or prison US I9S3 
sneezing powder noun heroin us: rass 
snide™unl i i n mi er n i u it u i rth person a 
contemptible person; an informer. German aufschneiden (to boast, 
brag), reaching English via Yiddish, Also used iitjSf variant 
'shnide 1 uk i9so. 2 a stolen pearl AiisrmM, t$& 
snide adverb secretly; deceitfully 

snide; shnide; snidey adjective false, counterfeit, sham, bogus; 

hence mean, contemptible; underhand uk ms9 
snidey adjective ii- 111 ii rnptu u list rinful uk 1964 
snidey up verb i lull ra Irug >r | u ike drugs for sale. 

Extended from snide; snidey (fake) UK 1996 
sniff noun i cocait le 21 Iventthat in be inhaled for its 

psychoactive effect us ra t 3 a sycophant From an image of the 
sycophant's brown nose being in the neat proximity of an anus us, 
1968. 4 a girlfriend uk 21x12. ► the sniff a recreational hunt for 
sexually attractive company uk 199s 
sniff verb to ingest drugs by nasal inhalation uk 1925 
sniffed-up adjective under the influence of cocaine uk 1999 
sniffer noun 1 the n e 2,11 mi| ule I imyl nitrite us, razo. 

3a cocaine user us. rass. 4a device placed on a vehicle's exhaust 
pipe to measure the pollutants in the emission us 1993. sa claims 
investigator of unemployment and othei benefit fraud uk m2. 6 a 
computer program that surreptitiously records user passwords and 
other log-in data us 1994 7 an outsider who tries to be part of the 
pornography industry us, 199s. 8 a handkerchief us, 1945 
sniffer and snorter noun 1 | rter H ming slang uk ms 
sniffer bag noun a small bag of heroin intended (or inhaling us, 2002 
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sniffings noun 

psychoactive effect us ras4 

sniffing snow noun cocaine An instructive elaboration of snow 

'(cocaine) uk 2000 

sniff queen noun 1 ... h the user of amyl nitrite 

or butyl nitrite during sex us, 1972 
sniffy adjective SCCWliUI 

snifternouni 1 mall Jrinkol I holi I )u< rence, specifically, a 
brandy glass; more generally, a glass for spiritSsfifte difference 
between the senses is not always apparent us ;w;. 2 a single 
inhaled dose of cocaine us, isx 


snip nouni at 2 ly achieved or 

done; a certainty uk mo. 3 a thing that is more fortunate, 
excellent or pleasing than might norma v be expected. In the 
phrase 'snip t 4 1970 ►the 

snip any invasive medical procedure that sterilises a patient; a 
vasectomy, an orchidectomy, etc uk. 2001 
snip verb to borr mone 1 tort notice tralia uc 1 
snipe nouni the butt of a In the late Cl 9, a 

'snipe' referred to the discarded stub of a cigar or cigarette. It 
briefly enjoyed standing in the vocabulary of marijuana users 
before falling victim to roach 1is / ■ 2 the butt of a cigarette that 

can still be relit and smoked us. mi. 3 the nose. From the long 
straight billot hie bin: m a 4 a sniper's hide uk northern 
Ireland, 1979. 5 on board a ship, a crew member, especially an 
engineering officer ui 191s 6 a railway track worker us. mo 
snipe verb i 2 snoop; to spy on 

someone us 2002 

sniper nouni a person .h pm inflan natory attacks on the 
Internet us, 2001. 2a sexually promiscuous girl ol limited intellect 

BAHAMAS: 19&2 

snippy adjective impa Ii II in I.II used in the UK 

to mean 'parsimonious' (C18), and then in hie US (C19) In the 
current sense. The ferm enjoye# jpbrtef moment of fame in; the 
early fnbffiing hours of 9th November 2p0O,-w.hen US Vice 
President Al Gore told future President George Bush, 'You don’t 
have to get snippy with: me’ as he retracted a concession made 
several minutes earlier us, im 

snips noun any wi re cutters us, 

snirt noun a stormy mtgilfe of snow 
snit noun 1 a tnitt temper tantrum up 
of German descent, an apple slice Canada is 

snitch noun 1 

use of the term was in the motto of the television police drama 
Richard Diamond, Private Detective ( 1957 - 60 ) - 'A detective is 
only as good as his snitch' uk . jzss. 2 a piece of information 
supplied by a police informer uk m2 
snitch verb 1 to inform u[ 1 meone 2 to steal something 

us, 1904 . 3 to shoot a marble n< irfolk island. 1992 
snitchball noun tn ime playt pri ne 11 Hie protective unit 
reserved fefWjfprmers us 1992 
snitch box noun an in-house prison post boxes 1 992 
snitcher noun 1 a metal detector t is. 1950. 2 a dislike or grudge new 
SAtANa 195S 

snitch jacket noun a reputation for being an informer os 1973 
snitch kite noun a note sent by a prisoner to prison authorities, 
informing pmsther prisoners us. 2wa : 
snitty adjective bad-tempered us 197a 

snobmobnoun i group offriend thaver high opinion of 

thetns'elyeScUs w 

snockered; schnockered; shnockered od/eef/re drunk us, im: 
snodger adjective great; excellentAusnam, 1917 


ift CANADA, 1987 

2 among Nova Scotians 


snog noun a passionate kiss; a short but intense period of kissing 
and c®|ng uk 1959 
snog verb to kiss and cuddle uk im 

snog and fuck noun Dog and Duck'. 

Ehymihg slang uk, 1992 

snoggernoun h h > 1 1 | 1 mu rrom snog uk 2000 

sno-go noun^ shasimpbiie us mi 

snogtastic adjective exuall ittra 1 - I I e Eli ion of snog (to 

kiss) and 'fantastic' uk ms 

snooge noun In Newfoundland, a way of attaching sled dogs Canada, 

11957 

snooker verb 1 possible 

position Farm the game played with balls on a billiaw table uk 
ns,. 2 to conceal something or someone Australia, mo 
snookered adjective aosltion. From 

the game of snooker UK ists 

snookums noun ' 1 -' 1 1 ii ... term 1 iddress. As the 

Oxford English Dictionary so gracefully puts it, 'usually applied tQ 
Children or lap-dogs' us. 1919 
snoop noun a detective. From snoop (to pry) us, m2 
snoop verb to pry US, ion 

snoop and pry; snoop verb Rhyming slang uk 1902 
snooper noun an investigator us m9 

snoopers noun ilr la hi tg ligh s 1 in top of a police car us, 1970 
snoopy noun :he character 

Snoopy, a pet beagle, in Peanuts cartoon strip by Charles M. 

Schulz (1922-20®) us, 2spi 
snoos enoun damp grated, chewing snuff Canada, mi 
snoot noun i lhe nose ( ik, im. 2 cocaine us mi. 3 a conceited, 
snobbish person Australia, /ms. 4 in the television and film 
industries, a cone attachment that directs ight to a specific area 
us, i99o. ► give someone the snoot to treat someone in a 
condescending manner us. m9 
snootch noun the vagina Canada 2002.. 

snootchie bootchie nootchies!; snootchie bootchies! used as 
■an alFpurpose, meaning-ffee catchphrase. The term was apparently 
,©Sined by actoni^pn Mewes in Kevin Smith's films of the 1.-99QS 

I0its?5 


snoot full noun 1 ink UR 1918 

snooty adjective , snobbish ui 

snooze noun i a short sleep; a doze ; ik, 1793. 2 a bore 1 is, 1997 


snoozernouni 1 Pullmar I ring < mi g 1 1 passenger train us. 
1975. 2 In a poker game using the joker, the joker. Perhaps related 
Sribf earlier sense of the word as 'a thief us, issi? 


snop noun marijuanajs® i%9 
snorbs noun thefapaii breasts'us ww 

snore-off noun 1 2 a place to sleep 

.MJSWAUA, B67 

snore off verb to sleep or fall asleep Australia, 1925 
snore sack noun a sleeping bag us tac 

snore shelf noun t in an over-the-road 

truck US 1976 

snorker nouni 2 From the pre¬ 

vious sense Australia, ini. 3a contemptible fool Trom the sense 
as 'penis', thus synonymous with prick us, 1977. 4 in poker, a player 
who berates the Other players when he wins a hand us ms 
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snorrer; snorer noun a difficult customer, a scrounger. Derived from 
Yiddish shnorrer( a beggar) uk, 1377 
snort nouni a dm ii fan al holii beve ige 1 2cocaineus, 


snort verb 11< > in i Jru I i i il inha iti n >51 2totakea 
measure of attishot nasally uk r999 


snowballing; snowdropping noun after oral sex, passing semen to 
the donor by kissing Original y an ext usively homosexual use us. 

snowballs noun 1 crack cocaine us. 1995. 2 dice altered for cheating 
with ortyfte numbers four, five and m on thef&ees us, im 
snowbanker noun a big American car Canada. 1999 


snorter noun a tables; nful of alcoholi | rit (tequila and vodka 
are J)6pula$ taken nasally UK m 

snortin'Norton noun ill rum mo 1 le Biker (motorcycle) slang 

snort rag noun a piece of cloth 1 I I 1 1 1 lered drug us, m9 

snot nouni nasal mucu Originally.ntional English and in 

ssanwapn usage; considered to be dialect or vulgar since the C19 
uk. 1425. 2 the residue produced by smoking amphetamine us, 1992. 
3 an arrogant, conceited and flippant person 1 is, mi. 4 a slut US, 
2001. ► in a snot annoyed Ireland. 2003 
snot vert to blow nasal mucus from the nostrils uk, 2002 
snot and tears noun mar .c 
trane south Africa, 19m 




arrogant person; a snob UK 19&4. 2 conceit US, 


snot rag noun 1 2 

contemptible person uk 1973 

snotsicle noun ose ANTARCTICA, 199, 

snotternouna gob of thick nasal mucus and phlegm uk-.scotland, 


snotterybeak noun a person with a runny nose uk i ass 
snottie noun the hagfish I rom its production of slime new Zealand, 


snottily adverb C pfly UK, 1864 

snotty adjective i conceited, arrogant, aloof uk isto. 2 dirty with nasal 
mucus. While accepted in conventiona usage, the root-word snot 
(nasal mucus) is considered vulgar uk 1570. 3 used of a drag racing 
track surface, slippery us, ms 
snotty-nosed adjective contemptible, dirty uk raw 
snout noun 1 toba 1 irette. From rout the nose) mainly 
prison use. 'The word originates from the days when smpSHg was 
prohibited in prison. When smoking, the lag cupped his hand and 
pretended to rub his nosel ' (Paul tempest, Lag's Lexicon, 1950) 
uk 1885 . 2 an informer, especia ly one who seeks a reward for giving 
information. Derives from a conventional ’ynfautf the nose) which' 
Is poked into olher people s business uk 1910. 3 a grudge against 
someone /dssvkiA w? 

snout-baron noun snout (tobacco) 

plus baron (a powerful convict whose influence is built on illegal 
tradihgjfuK 1962 

snoutery noun a tobacco warehouse IM im 

snow noun i t times heroin 

us, 1914 . 2 silver; silver money uk 1925. 3 passes lor free admission to 
a performance; audience members who attend a performance 
using a free pass us. mi. ► no snow on your shoes in the 
context of a betting operation, trustworthy. I rom the belief that 
someone who has been inside the operation longenough for the 
Snow to have melted dffiftls shoes does not have advance inf# 
matfqn din a mt 

snow vert 1 ly tvs, 7943. 2 in 

poker, t#S#i)f fake us, 7963 

snow and ice noun price in gambling 1 irting price Rhyming 
slajfgtK 1992 

snowball noun 1 a variety of MDMA, the recreational drug best 
known as ecstasy ut 1995. 2 a mixture of cocaine and heroin i>■< 

2000. 3 a white pe on iffei r 1 4 in hot rodding, a 

whitewall tyre us. 1958. ► not a snowball's chance in hell; not 
a snowball's not a chance uk, 1962 


snowbird noun 1 a person from the northern US or Canada who 
migrates to Florida or elsewhere in the southern US during winter,, 
Originally applied to men who enlisted in the army just before 
winter, and then: to workers who flocked/south in the winter, afftf 
then to tourists us 1979. 2 a cocaine user or addict Building on 
snow (cocaine) and reaching to pun with the more conventional 
sense of the term 'snowbird' us, i«n. 3 cocaine uk 2002. 4 a glob of 
Snow that sticks under a fender Canada, ism 
snowblind adjective 1 nf ii 1 in line use uk, 7983 

snow-bug noun a motor toboggan, predecessor to the snowmobile 

CANADA, 1964 

snow bunny noun 1 a young woman who hangs around ski resorts 
in conspicuous dress Canada, rm 2 a Royal Marine trained in arctic 
warfare. After fiff White camouflage suiting ok im 
snowcaine noun cocaine, or a related drug such as benzocaine or 
lidacaihets, 1993 

snowcapnoun nn nt 1 land 11 I I ith marijuana us, 

snowcokenoun 11I ' nn- - ' ini 1 11 noftwoterms 
stpeartrng 'cocaine’UK.ears 

snowcone; snowcones noun cocaine us. 1994 


snow-eater noun 1 I 1 1 I n 1 h n min I 

snowed adjective cocaine-intoxicated us. iw 
snowed under adjective over-burdened Wifi work us, im 
snowflake noun 1 1 hite person. From r ial ten ion itu ition 
comedy Cove Thy Neighbour, 1972-76 uk 2000. 2 cocaine Also 
used in the plural us, 1997. 3 a military mail control record us use, 
snowheart noun a variety of MDMA, the r@creatiohpktfrog,best 
known as ecstasy uk 199 6 

snow hole noun past, the part 

4jf the sea from which wind and later snow comes Canada, ism 
snow job noun deceptiorffir flattery us,.im 
snowman nouni 1 line deale 1 2 i handsome, popular 

boy High schoot usage us mi 
snowmen noun 

snow queen noun a black homosexual who is attracted to white 


snow seal noun a combination of cocaine and amphetamines. From 
snow (cocaine) uk im 

snow storm noun ► caught in a snow storm under the Influence 

snow tank noun 1 1 Ider, la irthati 1 ble in snow driving. 
The older and more worn out, the more likely that the car will get 
you to your destination when road conditions make driving 
difficult Michigan Uppfir-JPerfjnsula usage us 2003 
snow time noun the infatuation stage of a relationship us, 1959 
snowtubing noun now on an 

inflated inner-tube us, 1986 

Snowturkeynoun 1 nembe 1 Im' m lian f rce lying 
Demonstration Team, the 'Snowbirds' Canada, 1995 

snow white noun cocaine K im 

Snow Whites noun 1 m a t .. I ig, fo ned on the fairytale 

Character Snow White uk 1992 


snowball verb to pass semen to the donor through a kiss us 1972 snozzled adjective drunk us 1947 
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snubby; snubbie | socket 


snubby; snubbie adjective a short-barrelled pistol From 'snub-nosed' 

snuff noun a murder us. 1994. ► up to snuff enough, sufficient, 
good enough us, 1994 

snuff; snuff out verb to kill someone In C19 slang, 'to die', and 
then later the-transitive %j. kill' ac ss 
snuff-dipper noun a prostitute who works at truckstops us, 1976 
snuffer noun 1 :ual killing of 

someone, usually a woman a, ■ ■'■■■■ 2 the nose as, 1945 
snuff film; snuff flick; snuff movie noun a filrft''pLjrporting 
depBithe actual killing of someone, usually a woman us. 197s 
snuff it ver* to die An image of a 1 e beir extinguished uk isss 
snuff muff noun a dead woman used for sex. I rom snuff (to kill), in 
the adjectival sense found in snuff film, etc., and muff (the vulva; 
a woman as a sex object) uk, 2002 
snuff-out noun a 11 1 1 iolent I of losit n on a surfboard, 

usually followed by a sudden trip below the ocean surface uk 1977 

snuff powder noun adultera I.. >r hite powdered poison 

used to injure or Wi sopt^m using it in the belief it is heroin. 
Much better known as a hotshot us last 
snuff stick noun a cigarette NcWfmMD, ad 
snuffy noun in 1 1 1 ill 1 I r in the U - 111/or Marines, 

performing a servile or degrading task as, «si 
Snuffy Smith noun in tin I ir m iriverf r the Smith Transfer 
Company os 197 s 

snug verfc in horse racing, to rein the horse in to preserve energy for 
a sprint later in the race us, 1951 
snuggle-bunny noun a girlfriend UK is®, 
snurgle verb to advance with caution; to crawl forward uk, m3 
snye noun in the Ottawa valley, a side channel bypassing falls or 
rapids CANADA, 199 S 

SO noun used as Internet discussion group shorthand to mean 
'signiftpairt other' m? 

so adjective homosexual Dating from the late C19, during the 1930s 
the proftii'ijjiatiOH-was affected with a tiipuK 2002 
so adverb very, extremely Attitude and pronunciation separate the 
slang sense from the standard sense us ms. ► so many 
women/books/etc, so little time used as a humorous 
expression of regrel for lost opportunity. So many variations, so 
little dictionary 

so used within a sentence as introduction to an intensifying rep- 
asption. Tautologkplo.OngiinaHyiecorded as a 'proletarian 
colloquiailttm', there appears to be a widespread usage 
Ireland uk. ms 

soak noun a drunk 'Itft wzp, 

soak vert to use something as collateral for a loan us, 1972 
soaked adjective drunk I irst recorded by Benjamin Franklin in 1737 

soaker noun 1 a surfer who lingers in Hie water, rarely catching a 
wave us. mi. 2 a pawnshop Canada, 197s. 3 an extremely large 
halibut us, 1997 

so-and-so noun 1 name that is 

either forgotten or that is not important to the point being made 
uk 1596. 2 used as a euphemism for any derogatory form of 

soap noun i i i[ pera, either in the litera ^i ise of a radio or 
television melodramatic series or in the figurative sense us. 1943. 

2 3 

cracks when using explosives to open a safe us mo. 4 a bribe us 


soap and flannel noun the I itional Healtl 1 e Rhyming slang 
for 'panel', a term that relates to healthcare under the system that 
preceded the advent oftfte NHS in 1946 UK 1992 


soap and lather noun 1 fa: I 1 1 uir Ian Ray Puxley ..Cockney 

Rabbit, 1992, notes that this 'makes the pope the "holy soap"' uk 

soap and water noun a daughter slang uk ms 

soap bar; soap noun 1 11 ill I I I nnabi resin, often heavily 

adulterated, especially with animal tranquillizers; thus hashish, 
especially if adulterated. From the similarity toa converittonql bar 
sf soap uk 19% 

soap box noun a Mini car. Citizens' band radio slang, from the shape 
and siz#at mt 

soap-box artist noun 1 kiherj punlu peaker vzealanl us 
soapbox derby syndrome noun iny rapidl 1 gressing disease or 
medical condition I he Soap Box Derby is .1 downhill coasting race 
gionsored by the. Cub Scouts us: im 
soapdogger noun pe 1 I 11 mms unwashed. From dog 
(to dodge, to avoid) uk se( mano, m6 
soap opera noun 1 11 -ending radi 0 If ison drama series, 
designed to attract long-term audience loyalty and emotional 
involvement. The original of the genre, broadcast on US radio fftk 
1932, was The Puddle Family sponsored by Procter & Gamble, a soap 
manufacturer; the product giving the entertainment its identity us. 


soapy noun the t Ian after a da il tir Rhyming slang based 
on Soapy Val lance, a legendary Australian athlete of the 1930s 
AUSTRALIA, 1989 


soapy adjective III I name in need oi ish uk 1996 
soapy bubble; soapy noun troub e Rhyming s ang, first recorded in 
Glasgow. Later used as Cockney rhyming slang ax, ms 
sob noun one pound sterling. Probably a mishearing of sov(£i) uk mo 
SOB noun i used as a term of abuse: son of a Pitch us, ms. 2 a sober 
••fjet bastard, A term used with affection in twelve-step recovery 
programmes such as Alcoholics Anonymous us ms 
SOB adjective sfifetf £rf breath; dyspeptic US, 1989 
sobriety coach noun ors an alcoholic or 

a drug addict in the maintenance of a drink- or drug-free life as. 


sob sister noun a soft-hearted, naive person us, 1912 
sob story noun a sentimental narrative that is told to arouse 
sympathy uk 191 3 

sob-story artist noun jperating 

Includes a sentimental narrative of misfortune and an appeal to 
•Ihe emotions of the us. 1954 

sociable advert in poolroom betting, for a small wager as, 1967 
social noun a governmcnl socia worker as 1995. ► go social to stop 
fighting os, 1968 

Social noun ► on the Social 1 1 c " ecurity or other 

state benefits ax, no.. ► the Social the Department of Health 
and Social Security (DHSS), reformed as the Department of Social 
Security (DSS>, tri 2001 the Department for Work and Pemsiohs 
(DWP) replaced tffg^px, 199? 
social lubricant noun alcohol us, me 
socials noun alcoholic beverages ax 1991 
societvertto associate with someone Barbados, ms 


society high noun cocaine A 
suggesting the social circles that can afford cocaine ax 199s 
sock noun 1 a bli 1 | i i 1 111 irative 2 a condom as, 19s 

► put a sock in it 0 slop la ng Usua 1 an imperative ax 


sock verb 1 to 1 2 lo place something 

somewhere; to hide something as, 1942. 3 used for conveying 
encouragement, and support as; raas. 4 (of a male) to have sex as, 
1 969. ► sock it to someone 1 to attack someone, literally or 
figuratively as mo. 2 to have sex with a woman as 1969 
socket noun the vagina uk war 
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sock hop noun a Jance f t eenager The term was coined on 
account of the practice of removing your shoes and dancing in 
spur socks. The prorate changed but the £gi'$KtiM notes, ms 
socking great adjective very p f ftlSk ms 
sock it to me! iqi i i n Inn i| Borr /ved from the 
vocabulary of black jazz musicians. Between 1968 and 1970 it was 
Judy Carne’s catGhpbiase in television variety show Rowan & 
Martin's tawgfari us. m? 
socko adjective excellent outstanding 15, 1938 
socko-boffo adjective i i lent; in a sh business or film 

context, in a 'knock-'eUHjead' style. A combination of socko anti 
boffo, intensifying either element us. m 
socks noun a lin From the 

term footwarmer (a linea' ampITer in a buck) ms, 19 76. ► give 
socks to copulate Ireland, vm. ► your socks off with great 
effect; with great commitment UK. 2001 
So Co noun Southern Comfort™ whisky 1 is. />»/ 

Socrates' pleasure noun anal sex us 1993 
Socred noun a member of the Social Credit party Canada, nu 
sod noun i av»l i urn general i 1 ofa mal homosexual uk c 
less. 2 a contemptible man. An abbreviation of 'sodomite' uk isis. 

3 a difficult circumstance an awkward thing From the previous 
sense uk, issr. 4 used as a general form of address uk m2, sa 
JSjjirson of the stated characteristic, thb$s lucky sod, jammy sod, 
miserable sod, etc m imi 

sod! used for dismissing, or registerii g exasperation with, whatever 
or whoever is the subj^fif .©f this injussjran uk iso* 
soda nouni cocaine. Playing on Coke™ as lire most popular soda In 
the IJS us, 1993. 2 something easy to do Australia, 1917 
sod about verb i rlay the f ol p mi ib ul to waste time uk 

soda jerk noun a person usi ill i in II <vho works at a 
counter at a soda fountain, mixing drinks for customers. An 
abbreviation of te-gartier (i 889) 'soda jerked «$-}»» 
sod-all noun nothing, not a thing uk ms 
sod buster noun i busine in rppear to be legitimate but is in 
feet a frpfftfbr criminal activity us. m2 
sodding adjective used as an ill 1 up inter 1- generally to nega¬ 
tive effect interchapgeabil'with bloody, fucking, etc.-%.y?i2 
sodding Nora! used as a register of surprise, anger, amazement, etc 

sodding well adverb used as ah intpiisiflef uk 

sod it! used for 1 gravation, etc 

sod-off adjective very obvious uk, 2000 
sod off! go away! tig t 

Sodom and Gomorrah; sodom verb to borrow; hence, an act of 
borrowing. Gacftieyrfhyming slang, which gives rise to tf&g&rase: 
'on the sodom'« 1998 


witted; "soft In the head' uk 1775. 3 in blackjack, said ofa hand 
with an ace where th® bettor has thdjpjbn of treating the ace as 
1 point or 11 poifijBtpS im 

softarse noun 

soft-arsed adjective stupid, dull, 11.1 '-wilted uk 2002 

softball noun any barbiturate 1 entral net u lein depressant 

US. 1» 

soft COCknoun i i I r III pi ll Hill 

soft-cock adjective weak;, insipid Australia, mi 

soft-cock rock noun rock music !hunt lacks power and aggression. 

'jftgnd ©f soft cock and cock rock Australia, im 
softconnoun i i let - 1 - n 1 11-1 through charm 

and warmth us, 1977 

softcore noun rtion, pen¬ 

etration, an erect penis, spread labia §r.@]3«|ffioci ttUjgptz 
soft cover noun I it i_- in mi-1 ued armed forces 
baseball cap. Marine usage in lie Vietnam war us, 1990 
softly-softly adjective :h to achieve 

an objective. An abbreviation ol 'softly softly catchee monkey", 
ibfeer use is probably influenced by Softly Softly, a BBC television 
police drama series, 1 966-76 uk, 1959 
soft-nose adjective easily learned. A term of derision applied to the 
'soft’ sciences, ter example sociology eg im 
soft-on noun a r led off Australia. 


soft one noun s that has yet to stiffen 

with rigor rrfeffls us, rss? 

soft option noun an easier or the easiest choice in any given 
circumstances. Often in a disapproving 01 derogatory tone uk 1923 
soft parts noun in car repair, parts or equipment that can be 
expected to wear out and can norma y be replaced at a car parts 
shop US, 1992 

soft-pedal veit - t . 1 1 1 1 1 1.. -1 il 1 11 hi- I 

manner A figurative application ol a [fan. or organ's volume 
control (Jt,f9i5 

softplay verb in 1 I- | I - I Mill I 1 linst a friend uk 

soft shoes noun sneakers, trainers Barbados, 19m 
soft slugger noun 1 1 in 11 1 I" 1 1 mi counterfeit currency 
into a slot machine is, 1999 

soft-soap noun in or manipu¬ 

lation US, 1830 

soft-soap verb to flatter or deceive someone UK mo 
soft time noun a relatively short jail sentence, especially one served 
in an easy-going prison us, m3 

soft touch; easy touch noun 1 1-1 n 1 easily manipulated or 
parted jforp a thing of value; a task that is easily done us, 19*o 
soft walkers noun neakei 1 1 1 1 iguilia 199.2 


sod's law noun i mil f existence that decrees that 'if 
something can go wrotigft will' jfadns therefore named or cited as 
explanation or justification whenever sach circuiSj^awlSS'eOfspiffi 

sod this for a game of soldiers!; sod that for a game of 
soldiers! 1 - 1 in nphati uni 1 1 1 1 tivity or notion 

that you have no wish to subscribe to uk 1979 


software rot noun in computing, an imaginary condition in which 
BttBSed software or software features stop working if'agt usedtt^; 


softy noun i a flaccid penis 2 an inexperienced and/or 

unskilled pokei player us i e . 3 in computing, a programming 
expert who lacks any substantial understanding of Computer 
hardware us. mi 


sod this for a lark!; sod that for a lark! used as an emphatic 
■dismissal of any activity or ftOttbn that you have no Wish to 
subscribe to uk, 2004 

sod you! / towards or 

dismissal of the personjs) addressed ijk, 1904 
soft noun 1 cocaine us, 2003. 2 paper money us. mw. 3 in the usage of 
fefehoneswindlers, a-cash sale Im 1959 
soft adjective i denotes all re it in Ii i that um loosely 
categorised as less harmful 01 addictive uk 2001. 2 stupid, dull, half¬ 


soggy adjective drunk. AUSTRALIA, Mg 

soggy Sao noun a game in which a group of men simultaneously 
masturbate onto a biscuit which is then eaten From Sao™, the 
brand of dry cracker Australia, 1992 
so help me cripesgood lord' Australia, 1947 

so help us Fort Knox e or oath 

From 1 he US televisioi 1 situation comedy / low 10 Marry a 
Millionaire (1958- 60), in which three young women seeking rich 
husbands pledge to help each other, sealing the pledge with 'So 
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SOHF | sonny boy; sonny Jim; sunny Jim 


help us fort Knox referring to the depository of gold held % the. 
US government. Used with referential humour us. t%o 
SOHF noun a sense of humour failure on the part of outsiders who 
fail to appreciate the graceless antics of the user's social set 
Upper-class society use uk m2 

so I says used for effect in introducing a humorous statement 
Made famous by Sophie fucker in her onstage banter about her 
love fife with a fictional Ernfe^l im 
soixante-neuf noun mutual and simultaneous oral sex. A direct 
translation into French-Of Synonymous 69; perhaps with 
euphemistic intention, or to lend sophistication to the aa.ua im 
sol noun solitary confinement US. m2 
SOL noun ill temper, nltialism of 'shit on .fiver Australia, 1951 
solarist noun if sihgi§-mmcfetj sunbather uk 1029 
solar-panel on a sex-machine noun a man's bald-spot. Jocular uk. 

soldi nouns penny. I rom Italian soldi (money) uk, 2002 
soldier noun 1 a regular 1 I n nbe I 1 riminal organisation 
who can be counted on to fo ciw orders ( is 1 ■ 1. 2 a male lookout 
for a criminal operation us. w. 3 a bottle of alcohol; a can of beer 
us, ms. 4 a finger of bread or toast uk, 1977 
soldier ants; soldiers noun 111 At hit 111° Jang uk m2 
soldier on verb to persevere against peril; to continue doggedly In 
the face of cSphtlty or hardship uk. 1954 
soldier's farewell noun an rbi e term 1 lismi rl k. 
soldier's wash noun 1 neth I 1 1 rshir in which cupped 

hands are used instead of a flannel uk im 
sold on adjective .omething us. 


soles noun shoes us; si® 

solicit verb (of a homosexual man) to walk in public dressed in 
female clothes - not necessarily for the purposes of prostitution. 
Arp i ronic adoption of the stricter legal sense uK axe 
solid noun 1 a trustworthy, dependable person us, 1997. 2 a favour os. 


solid adjective 1 V. ay good. A Jazz term that arrived on the scene 
with 'swing' in 1936 ; fi 19 5. 2 especially amongst criminals, loyal; 
staunch Australia, mu 3 harsh; severe; unreasonable; unfair 
Australia 4 usually of time, continuously, uninterrupted; 
complete uk trie 

solids noun in pool, the solid-coloured ba Is numbered 1 to 7 us, 1934 
solid sender noun 1 rson, particularly a nu 1 ian who is 
especially inspired or inspiring. Ira®'the jive vocabulary Wiethe 
rock 'n' roll lexIcOrttfs im 

solid six noun in Keno, a bet on a bfpek of-three numbers, two rows 
deep uS 1973 

solid sweet! tipjas strong approval’to, ism 
solo box noun i pornographir i I r r showing photographs of 
only one performer us 1977 
Solomon Gundy noun salt herring in 
so long goodbye us. ms 

so long for now, and spaceman's luck to all of you used as-iL 
humorous farewe I A catchphrase te evision sign-off on Tom 
Corbett: Space Cadet ( 1950 - 55 ), a children's adventure 
pofafftme Repeated with referential humour (4 im 
solo sack time noun time spent sleeping alone us. rave 
solve noun a crirw that has been solved us 1992 
Somali tea noun 1 I 1 > 1 timulant also called qat 

or qaadka. Originatia| in the Horn of Africa and the Arabian 
peninsula, legallytavailable in thg-UKand simi;l$fytst : ;amphetamine 
in effect when chewed us, 2003. 2 methcathinone us. 2003 
somatomax noun I recreati rl In GHB. In Aldous Huxley's 
Brave New World, 193 ?i , @im,a' is tbe,<ftptot|gxral conditioning 
iS im 


some adjective exceptional, remarkable Used in ironic 
understatement us. isos 


some adverb very US. mi 

somebody up there noun God; a higher power. Used in a jocular 
and secular vein in expressions such as 'somebody up there likes 
met is mr 

some cunt from Preston noun country and western music. 
Rhyrftijig slang uk, im 

some hope!; some hopes! 1 in e ire 1 n of hopelessness 
or:ej£feme scepticism, uk 1940 

some mothers do 'ave 'em used of someone who is clumsy, 
fbolrsrtor laughable. A flight variation on a saying fncrcfj 
Lancashire: 'don't some mothers 'ave 'em?'. Widely popularised as 
the title of a BBC television comedy series, 1974, and still 
repeating £*, 19m 

Somerset Maugham; somerset adjective warm. Rhyming slang, 
formed from the name ofthe British author, 1874-1965 uk 1998 
something noun a i®ai§rkable thing uk 195s. ► do you want to 
make something out of it?; do you want to make 
something of it? do you want to fight about it?; do you want to 
argue about it? us, ms. ► have something on to have infor¬ 
mation about someone or something us, 1919 
something adverb 1 1 "i 1 1 1 1 11 1 v - 11- 1 I an adjective into 

an adverb; 'sanfethingieaiel', 'something horrible', etc uk 1x4 
something chronic adverb c nslarfi I 1 II bjeclionably, severely, 
unpleasantly uk jaw ' ' 

something else adjective lelievable us ms 

something-something noun sex us 2003 

something strange noun han your regular 

partner Bermuda, ms 

sometime noun a person who cannot be relied upon us ras; 
sometimesy; sometimey adjective mdg^-, unstable; emotionally 

inedhsistentus; tag. 

sometimish adjective 11 1 111 liable Barbados, ms 

sommat noun % 197s 

son; my son noun used between contemporary, unrelated males as a 
familiar form of address Occasiona v patronising, used in order to 
establish social ascendancy uk kh 
son-bitch noun son of a bitch us. 


song in good form, especially in a sporting context 


song verb to advertise a delinquent debtor by putting his name and 
offence in a song canaeM, 1975 

song and dance nouni an elaborate performance or presentation 
of a story, especially in an effort to persuade us. am. 2 a fuss, an 
outcry. Something trivial or of little account is 'nothmgto make a 
song and dance about' us, ms. 3 a strip search us. me. 4a chance. 

iRhymingfJlsg tjti. m2 

song and dancer noun an opportunist. Glasgow rhyming slang for 
CHANCER UK SCQTUIND, 1988 

songbird noun i if nil- ing 2 a police informer us razo 

songplugger noun a person employed to promote a recorded song 
by any of a variety of rjteahs us 1923 
sonic noun at mputergame 

*>^ms>nic the Hedgehog' mum 6 

sonk noun a foolish eebl 1 ther.. person. Back- 

.’tormatfontfrom soNi« 1 «j(BWtttt..»a22 

sonky adjective f lb ill II TR ILIA 1917 
sonno noun used generally for addressing a son, a boy or a man 
AUSrmuA IftOs 

sonny noun used for addressing a boy or younger man. Often 
patronising ijk i) 

sonny boy; sonny Jim; sunny Jim noun used to address a boy or 
younger man. An elaboration of sonny; often patronising uk me 
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son of a suae or methin - ula le ition from the 
imaginative formula used to title some Hollywood film sequels (a 
fine example: Son of Paleface, 1962, in which Bob Hope played 
tTO,®Sff©f#ie character he portrayed in The Paleface, 1948) uk. 


sonofabitch; sonuvabitch noun a fellow us, 1951 
son of a bitch noun 1 a despicable person 1 ik, ms. 2 used in 
extreme compartSOhs us, rajs 
son of a bitch! used as a mild expletive us, 1953 
son-of-a-bitchingarf/ecf/ve used as a somewhat profane intensifier 
' ’ikma 

son-of-a-bitch with slides noun in t >ert guesl peaker at a medi- 
.H»l meeting^les¬ 
son of a gun noun 1 II 11 Mill 1 Idier bastard 1 , now 
mildly disparaging or pejorative Occasiona y used as an 
jSfclamgtion of surprise uk. im 

sook; sooky; sookie noun a person easily brought to tears; a 
fayteby Australia, mt 

sooky adjective apt to burst into tears; weak; timid or cowardly. From 
British dialect (Clydesdale) jgQjf meaning 'effeminate', recorded in 
iftie English Dialect Dictionary under the word 'soaky' Australia, mi 
sool verb 1 to incite mei i il id >r go a er uneone; to spur 
someone on Australia, 1924. 2 to set a dog onto someone Australia, 
1889. 3 (especially of a dog) to attack someone Australia, im 
sooner noun 1 i pe 1 rthir hi 1 il perform Because 
'they would soimet do nothing than something’ aiistralia, ism 2 a 
mixed-breed dog Barbados, ms 
sooty; soot noun a black person. A derogatory term us, ms 
sootynouniak 2 n engine 

tradesman in the Royal Air Force. In Royal Air Farcp use, 'AD'? uk,- 


Sorority Sal noun tereoty; 1 rrity member who looks, 
dresses, talks and lives the partus, 19 59 

sorority sauce noun ketchup.fS.ws 

sorostitute noun a member of a college sorority. Derisive, suggesting 

sexual promiscuity us w 

sorrowful tale noun 1 -ni-ii 1- 1 lueem nth imprisonment. 

Rhyming slang for '(three months in) jail' uk iss9 
sorry about that 1 -i 1 ponseti omething bad that 

has just happened, especia y wher caused av the speaker A 
keystone of military vernacular dufjipg the conflict in Vietnam us, 

sorry and sad; sorry noun >r 'dad' uk, 1998 

sorry and sad; sorry adjective bad. Rhyj|itJ.|g slang uk 19 ® 
sorry-ass adjective pathetic; despicable US, 1998 
sort noun 1 in combina n ith an ad ti usuall mod or bod), a 
person of whatever character is indicated uk ism. 2 a woman; a 
companion of ihe opposite sex \ustralia, mm Ban attractive 
woman. Without a distinguishing epithet this word equates with 
good sort Australia, 1933. 4 a woman considered in terms of sexual 
attraction. Concentrating on the physical aspect of a person, as 
opposed to their character. An attractive woman is described as a 
'beaut sort', 'great sort', 'grouse sort', 'not a bad sort', 'terrific sort' 
etc. An ugly woman can be described as a 'rough sort', 'drack 
Sort', 'awful sort’, etcAtST&J-iA, ms 
sort vert 1 to have sex with me mi it meone's sexual 
requirements u- 2a . 2 10 provide someone with drugs uk 2000. 

3 to beat up a fellow prisoner uk 199 6 

sorta adjective in a , 1.. extent omeh w one might say. 

'Sort of lazily pronounced us iSso 
sorted adjective | lent drugs uk 1996 

sort out verb to use violent with someone 


sooty tunes noun reggae music uk m3 
SOP noun in motor racing, seat of the pants us, 1993 
sope noun a tablet of the recreational drug methaqualone, best 
knaj/hjas Ouaaludgs™ us, ««s 

soph noun a second-year student in high school or college An 
abbreviation of 'sophomore’ us. im 
Sophie noun a girlfriend. Teen slang us, mi 
sophisticated lady noun cocaine us, i9so 
sop joint noun a Turkish bath us, ms 
sopor; soper; soaper noun i.uolel lb reational drug 
methaqualone, best known as Quaaludes™ I rom a brand name, 
.tfl|imaiely from 'sopfife us j m 
soppings noun gravy or sauce I rom the act of sopping up with a 
piece of bread. Southern US us, 19m 
soppy adjective foolishl -ni 11 -i 1 I n iim A play on 'sopping wet' 
(excessively sentimental) uk ms 

soppy date noun a fool; someone who is foolishly sentimental UK 


soppy ha’p’orth; soppy 'a'p'orth; soppy apeth noun a jbsl; 
someone who is foolishly sentimental An elaboration of ha'p'orth, 
and a variation of soppy date; certainly in parental use during if# 
1950s UK 1984 

sore adjective angry; bitter; disappointed; disgruntled uk mm 
sore as a boil adjective extremely upset austraua, 1955 
sore bitch noun a member of a college sorority us, 19m 
sore-neck noun the sense of resentment arising from not being 
i nvited to a, soci al event Norfolk island, m2 
sore thumb verb is patently obvious 

oropnspioyoqs.us, im 

sorority noun 1 oup us, 1979. 2 a 

woman's prison us, 1949. 3 a poker game or tournament limited to 
female players-ss, im 


SOS noun 1 the same old stuff US. i 9 S 3 . 2 a somewhat older student. 
Used by college students to describe, usually unkindly, students in 
Ifeif late twenties or older us. 2C02 
SOS adjective unable lo learn; stuck on stupid US, 1994 
SOS between schoochildren, used as advice that a slip or petticoat 
can be seen below the hem of a skirt. An of 'slip on 

S&ow', playing on the emergency code 'save our souls' m, m s 
SOSh noun 1 a u wii rofu[ i I Ml 2a tudent 

whose emphasis is on social activities us, 1968 
soshe; the soshe noun tlra 1a uri iU eminent agency 
responsible for welfare payments; the well,ire (sickness, old-age, 
unemployment, etc) payments given by-the OR government uk 

soshing noun muni i il ng imi ne th nin il intent. Derived 
from social engineering us, 2000 

so-so adjective mediocre 

soss; sossy noun the penis I rom an abbreviation of 'sausage' new 

ZEALAND, 1998 

sosso noun a sausage austraua. 1992 
SOSSO roll noun a sausage tdiMSTRALIA, ms 
sot noun an alcoholic dulled by drinking uk; is 92 
so there! used at the end of ir irgi nentative 1 thieatenlng prop- 
osifibrs#,iSe final stress. Abbreviates ‘so %^you. have it', 'so 
there you are', often chiildrjbt*; m2 
so? throw party! used f n iism n in im; 11 nice of what has 
just been said. Hawaiian youth usage us, m2 
soul noun the essence of black culture us 196s 
soul adjective pertaining to the essence of black culture us ra* 

Soul Alley; Soul City; Soulsville noun an area in Saigon with 
and brothels patronised largely by black US solders us 19# 
soulboy noun a 1 I n 1 1 n 1 1 1 I turn and music 

sub-culture uk 2000 

soul brother noun a. black mpntis mo - 
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soul-case | spac 


soul-case noun heart and soul Australia, m 
soul food noun i i ted i outhern black culture us raw 
soulie noun a nmii erofamid-1 ) ith ubculture identified 
by its dedication to, sail mtisfA a soulboy or a soulgirl (JK im 

soul kiss noun i ined .ithed kiss us, 794s 

soul kiss verb to give someone a deep and intimate kiss, usually 
involving tongue of tongues U& 1951 
soul patch noun re grown and worn beneath 

th@ifcwgr lip and above the chin uk, 2006 
soul sister noun a black woman us. jss? 

soulville noun a 1 1 1 1 1 11 1 lii 1 lli I black people us. 

sound noun i syntax and 

attitude us, mss. 2 a taunt or tease; an insult us. m67 
sound verb i to spe I i nforn tote e s< neone; to flirt; to insult 
someone in a semi-formal quasi-friendly competition us rasa. 2 to 
glare at or intimidate someone with a look us, im 
sound that's good; used in a congratulatory sense to express praise 

sound as a pound adjective i Ink ml i 

healthy uk 2m 

sound as a trout adjective | vi I 11 I _ " I , a healthy uk, ms 
soundbox noun thaifttsat us. im 


sound down verb to speak to someone in a probing or inquiring 
wagrif g,. i99o 

sound off verb to complain angrily about a paiticular something; to 
speak us mm 

sounds noun 1 recorded music us. nss. 2 a radio. From its use as a 
provider of 'sounds' (music} uk im 

sounds like a personal problem used for silencing a complaint 
without sympathy us, im 

soundtrack verb to supply the musical accompaniment to an 
activity «, 20a? 

soup noun 1 nitrogl 111 111 | I e used f r opening a safe 

us, 1902. 2 in the television and ii m industries, ihe chemicals used 
to develop film us, 1990. 3 in hot rodding and drag racing, race fuel 
us, 1954. 4cocaine us, 1995. 5 foaming water left ailer a wave breaks 
us, 1963. 6 rain us, mss 7 in shuffleboard, the scoring area of the 
court us. mi,/. ► in the soup is, 2001 

soup and gravy; soup noun a navy uk i960 
soup can noun a gas grenade us. im 
souped adjective of a car, power-enhanced uk, 1951 
souped-up adjective i i II i 1 undard model car supeicharged, 
performance-enhanced us, 1931 

soup job noun a car witli m in 1 1 rn m nhancing features us. 

soup jockey noun a cook for a railway work crew us, tws 
soup out verb lo ii I- ive into the foaming iter produced by 
the breaking wave us. 

soup-plate feet noun large hooves ,pru horse uk, im 
soup-strainer noun a moustache (J^#6 
soup suit noun a dinner-jacket us. 1954 

soup up verb t car's perform- 

sourball noun a person id 1 our I.. us, 1900 

sourdough noun 1 it “i 11 1 1 1 ier I I- e perience in Alaska 

us. 1898. 2 in Alaska, homebrew alcohol us mis 
sour grape noun rape. Prisi 1999 

sourpuss noun 1 mi nble i miser 1 II, I m the'sour 1 look 
on his or her puss (face) us, 1937 
soused adjective drunfetiS 1932 


South noun ► the South Antarctica Antarctica, mi 

south 48; south 49 noun in Alaska, all states except Alaska us im 

South American snowflakes noun cocaine UK 1959 
South Austin suitcase noun 1 ir n papei iag used to conceal a 
be#r you want to cMrnk on the street us. 2001 
South County Indian noun , Portuguese 

American. Rhode Island usage, alluding to the large Portuguese 
population us, 19m 

Southend-on-Sea noun urine; an act of urination. Rhyming slang 
for pee or wee, formedrfrpjfi the stereotypical Cockney's traditional 
seaside resort uk 1992 


Southend Pier noun the ear. Rhyming siangtifc 1992 
southerly buster noun on the e 1 udden strong and 

cooling wind from die south arriving towards evening after a hot 
day and/often bringing rain Australia, mso 

Southern and Seven noun 1 1 I I 1 111 misting of 

Southern Comfort™ whisky mixed with Seven-Up™ soda us, 1989 

Southern engineering noun t or manufacture 

Southern love noun mouth-to-penis contact immediately after the 
penis is withdrawn from a-rectum uS, ms 

Southie n/rtnome an Irish-Am 1. 1 in outh Boston. An 

area famous for its support of the Irish Republican Army, its 
opposition to school busing to achieve racial integration and its 
anti-homosexual stance us, m84 
South of France noun ik, 1992 

south of the border adjective < 1 11 it 1 nw rhyming slang 
for out of order. Not a reference to England but (thanks to 
Hollywood) Mexico UK SQMAth, mss 
south of the border adverb in or to the area of the genitals, 
especially a woman's us ws 

south of the border; south noun order, art; orderly condition. 

Glasgow rhyming slang uksEQwand, mss 
southpaw noun a left-handed person, especially a left-handed athlete 


South Pole noun he nu I 1 1 lin hi 1 hole uk 1992 
souvenir verb to take an object as a souvenir. Originally World War 1 
mlif&y slang Australia, mm 

sov noun one pound sterling (£ 1 ) An abbreviation of'sovereign', 
which, at one time, was a coin valued at £1; since the departure of 
the com as currency it has denoted ftlfa one-poundhnpte, and 
•fifes a., one-pound coin uk mso 
sowy noun a gold ereign 1 > ign ring uk 200s 

sow belly noun on the railways, a coal tender with a drop bottom us. 

1946 

so what? used 1 11 1 1 111 iismi il ot 01 disinterest In, what 
hasgone before us 1934 

SOX noun socks, 

so you feel that is your opinion, that is what you think. Recorded 
in use among young urban blacks uk 1999 
sozzled adjective drunk. From dialect word sozzle (to mix messily) uk 


SP noun 1 the latest nf mati it n I 1 it I reviation of jargon 
'starting price' uk 1974. 2 starting p ice bookmaking Australia. 1941. 
3astarting price bookmaker Australia, 1949 4 an establishment 
operating starting price bookmakingxwsre4rM me. sthe US Navy's 
Shore Patrol, or internal police us, msi 
SP adjective relating to horse racr betting 1 tarting price odds 

AUSTRALIA, 1932 

SP adverb at starting price odds Australia, 1949 

spa noun a small, privately owned convenience/grocery shop us 1997 

Spa noun the Saratoga race track, Saratoga Springs, New York us 19m 


south noun ► go south to palm in I nh nethin usually dice spac adjective up'd Ml r/A / ► go spac to lose control 

or cards us m2 in anger Australia, im 
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spac adverb dreadfully Australia, ms 

spac; spack; spak noun 1 a stupid or unfashionable person. 

-dM ill I I SPASTK I II I I I I ll li 2 3 

• ©arson with spastic paralysis; a person who has any disability's? 


spacbrain noun i upid < unf h nablf | on Australia, 198s 

spacco adjective ► go spacco to behave in an idiotic, erratic or 
hyperactive manner. From spac uk, 2003 
space noun 1 a mental attitude or position uk uu. 2 a year, 
especially a year in prison us, mo 
space verb to daydream; to wander off mentally us, ms 
spacebase noun a cigar wrapper filled with phencyclidine and crack 
cocaine us, m 2 

space cadet noun 1 a drug user uk 2002 2 a heavily drugged hospital 
patient us, m 

space case; space cadet; space head noun who is 

completely out of touch with their surroundings us, 1974 
space cookie; space cake noun a sweet confection withyt^Juana 
in the recipe uk, ms 

space cowboy noun a disoriented, distracted person us 1977 

spaced adjective 1 

result of hallucinogen use but loosely ol any drug us, 190,7. 

2 unaware; unfocused; high v distracted us. m7 
spacedancing noun in the language surrounding the Grateful Dead, 
the freeform dancing practised by band followers us, 1994 
spaced out adjective 1 inventionally 

'space' is beyond the frontiers of normality us, ruo. 2 stupefied 
from anaesthetic us, m I 

space pill noun MDMA I i i it ia Irug > t known as ecstasy 

spacer noun 1 2 a mace 

cigarette us 19 67 . 3 someone who is capable of crazy actions 
ikELAN 0 T« 6 Oe 

space shake noun 1 milk-ba I Inn li 1 ha marijuana as an 
important ingredientiSCowos 
space suit noun untearable prison-issue pyjamas uk 1996 
spacies noun computerised arcade games. From Space Invaders , 
one of the earliest populai games of this type Modelled on pokie 
Australia, ix 

spacker; spacka; spack noun upi< >er 1 A later variation of 
spastic as a general derogative, in juvenile use in the UK uk 2001 
spacy; spacey adjective in a state of confusion; denoting an 
unbalanced normality or a dazed condition; similar to or of a 
hallucinogenic experience. Compares a perception of reality to 
that of being spaced (drug-intoxicated) but dog|lrt.0t always 
describe a drugged state us, tm 

spad nickname 1 for close air 

support of ground troops us r 989 

spade noun a black person us ms. ► in spades to a great degree 

spades noun li - th pointed f res. Teen slang us, 1955 
spaff verb to ejaculate semen uk 2003. ► spaff your load to 
ejaculate semen. An elaboration of spaff uk 2003 
spag noun spaghetti uk tm 
Spag noun an Italian, FfOW 'spa^hlff Australia. 1x7 
spag bol; spag bog noun spaghetti bolognese uk 1970 
spag fag noun nes spag (an 

Italian) and fag (a gay man) uk ms 


spaghetti adjective Italian us. 19, 


spaghetti-bender nc 
spaghetti-eater nour 
Spaghetti Junction nickname 1 1 1 1 1 1 f the M 6 motorway, the 
interchange at a I Hi 1 Birn 11 ham 0 called for the 
complicated pattern of roads; 1: opened for use in 1972 , but was 
already known ay this name in late 1971 uk 1972. 2amotorway 
overpass 10 kilometres from Crurban south Africa. 1999 
spaghetti strap noun very thin shoulder straps on a woman's 
garment; the garment itself us, 1972 
spaghetti western noun a cowboy film about the American 'wild 
west' produced by the Italian film industry us, 1 973 
spaginzy noun a black person us 1973 

Spahn and Sain and then, dear Lord, two days of rain used 
as a humorous entreaty for a bit of luck 10 accompany a bit of 
skill or hard work. Coined by sports, writer Gerald Hern in 1948 to 
describe the strategy of the Boston Braves baseball team - win 
games pitched by the skilled pitchers Warren Spahn and Johnny 
Sain; and then hope for the best us, ®« 

spak noun >see: SPAC 


spam vert 1 10 post e-mail 111 unwanted quantities, especially 
advertising matter to people who don't want it. Ultimately from 
branded tinned meat Spam™ (a compound of spiced ham); 
popular etymology insists that this usage is inspired by the Monty 
Python sketch, fST'O/sef’in a cafe in which nothing but unwanted 
Spam is served us 1974. 2 10 assign an unpleasant laskto someone. 
-Gulf war usage uk mt 

spam can noun 1 1 uthern Re 1 1 - 6-2 pa enger locomotive 
of the 'West Country’ class; a class Q freight locomotive also 
■ |:nown as,a 'biscuit box'. Railway slang With a derogatory edge; art 
allusion to the shape uk 1979. 2 any metal-skinned light aeroplane. 

A derogatory term used by flying club pilots of veteran, fabrics- 
covered aircraft uk 1979 

spam fritter noun theaojjt Rhyming stag.Sir shitter uk 2003, 
spam fritters noun - UK cuisine 

spam javelin noun the erect penis. A meat weapon uk 1997 
spam lance noun 1 1 enis, especia I 1 erect uk . 20m 
spam medal noun 1 1 radian un 1 rvice Medal given to 
all Canadian seniiesmen during World War 2 wht? ydunteereA 
rather than being conscripted Canada, tm 
spamouflage noun 1 I 11 li nil the fact that an e- 
mail is an unsolicited mass advertisement us, 2002 
Spandau Ballet noun an ill ni Ian 1 lined from the 

namebff 1980 s UK pop group uk 2004 
spang verb to he. n the ts. Etym 1 11 ^itain, possibly a 

compound of 'Spare any change?' or, less likely, an abbreviation of 
'Spangle' (somethingthat glitters, hence a.coin)OK ;aas 
spangled adjective drunk uk. wx 

Spanic noun n Toronto, a person of South American descent Canada, 

Spanish archer noun dr m 1 1 reje. -11 excruciating pun: 

elbow (dismissal, a rejection) and 'El Bow' uk 2000 
Spanish curse noun in dominoes, Hie 3-3 piece us. 1959 
Spanish football noun a - nil 1 rnsmitted infection Navy'lower 
decks' usage; possibly a pun on 'dribbling' uk mt 
Spanish guitar; Spanish noun 3 cigac RhymingpstapgUK m2 
Spanish Main; Spanish noun a drain. Rhyming slang uk m2 
Spanish onion noun jk 1992 

Spanish radio station noun used as lire epitome of something that 
is always in the way WnIdadand tobaco, im 
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Spanish surrealist | speak to the hand 


Spanish surrealist noun - Salvador 


Spanish waiter noun \ hi Hi imng slang uk 1992 
spank noun a beating uk m 

spank verb 1 to be im 1 ith vi lent intent E tends from 
'spank' (to beat, with an ('pen. hand) uk 1999. 2 to rob someone us., 
1976. 3 to fraudulently amend financial accounts os, 1999. 4 (used of 
a male) to masturbate us 1994. 5 to slap the inside of the arm to 
draw out veins rm 1 In njed 1 ► spank the monkey 

(used of a male) to masturbate us. rm. ► spank the plank 1 (of 
a male) to masturbate ut 1 is 2 to play an electric guitar uk 2004 
spankadocious adjective >see: SPOKADOCIOUS 
spanked adjective worn out; over-used us. 1992 
spanking noun 1 eri u beatin ron pank'(1 hit with the open 
hand); a blackly humorous understatement of violent intent uk 


spank off verb (of a male) to masturbate uk 2002 
spanner noun 1 1 pi n 11 u fen tie 1 - ua provocative 
woman. From the name of the tool used to tighten nuts uk 19ss. 

2 in prison, a key 1 ik 19 .■. 3 a fool; an idiot Ireland, 2003 
spannered adjective drunteepiiftg-intoxicatedUK, 2000 
spansula noun a combination of central nervous system depressants 
and stimulants its im 
Span-yard noun a Spaniard uk 2000 

spar noun 1 a ft mnd 1 1 4 m 1 1 1 1 1 1 sparring partner 

Barbados. J965. 2 a close male friend jamah \ a , 3 a man. From 
thg>jpftganing as 'a friend'. Mainly black usage. The variant 'spa' is 
also used uk ms 


spare nouni in a social context, any or all unattached members of 
the opposile sex uk Scotland, rass. 2 a friend us. 1947 
spare adjective i distressed; angry; crazy uk 

i9M. ► go spare to become very angry uk. 1958 
spare me days! 1 - 1 . ill 1 me for 'my' Australia, 1915 

spare prick noun a useless fellow; someone who is surplus to 
requirements. A shortening of 'spare prick ,1; a wedding', from the 
phrase 'standing about like a spare prick at a wedding' uk 1932 
spare rib noun 1 trivial lie hymir 1 1 1 fib' ljk 199s 
spare time noun the possession of marijuana, the implication is 
that you must have spare time il you are to use the marijuana us 
1999 

spare tire; spare tyre noun a roll of fat around the waist us. mi 
spark verb 1 to light a cigarette or a marijuana cigarette. Also variant 
'spark up' us mu. 2 to hit someone hard; to knock someone out 
uk 2002. 3 to see something or someone Hawaiian youth usage us 
1972. 4 in horse racing, 10 use an electrica device to shock a horse 
during a race us. mi. ► spark it up to smoke marijuana uk 799s 
sparked adjective knocked out, unconscious uk 1996 
sparkers adjective unconscious or deeply asleep. A variation of spark 

sparkle noun strong and pt , : with a crystalline 

appearance us, m 

sparkle plenty noun an amphetamine tablet. Named after a 
character in the Dies Tracy comic strip u/s, 7969 
sparkler noun 1 a diamond uk. 1822. 2 a tablet of amphetamine us. 

sparklers noun clean while socks Michigan Upper Peninsula usage 

US. 2003 


sparklyarfyert/re dishonest, cr'm'nal. An opposile to dull, straight 
(honest) uk 1999 


sparko adjective i Abbreviated from 

spark out uk 1999. 2 psychcHc; deranged uk 7983 
spark out verb to become unconscious; to faint; to die. The spark of 
life goes out, to some degree uk 7936 

spark-out adjective has (temporarily) 


sparkplug noun a tampon us. 7999 
sparks; sparky; sparkie noun an electrician uk, 7974 
spark scene noun 1 exua inta th imagined or remembered 
scene that sparks or enhances a sexual reaction uk 2001 
sparky noun a fool mentall ran rppe per n Probably derived 
as a variation of spac; spack uk 2003 
sparky adjective lively. Electric, giving off sparks UK 2000 
sparring partner noun a friend; a companion; a husband or wife. 

From boxing jargon uk mr 
sparrow noun 

Sparrow noun ir ilarly a Cockney 

CANADA. 1966, 

sparrow-fart; sparrow’s fart noun dawn uk is% 
sparrow grass noun asparagus Canada, 20m 

sparrow's kneecaps noun xistent arm 

muscles. Parodic, jocular, derisive uk i984 
spastic noun a stupid run 1 nated person. A general term of 
abuse commonly used by schoolchildren \ustralia, mi 
spastic adjective in i 1 i un 1 11 1 I infashionable. A cruel 
allusion to spastic paralysis us, 1973 
spat noun a short sharp quarrel; a tifFuSar#f 
spatmobile noun Hie 1 sistantTeam 

vehicle Canada, 1994 


spawgeenoun 1 ; r white person \rbados ms 
spaz noun 1 a pei n ith spasti id i per n who has any 
disability uk 2003. 2 an uncoordinated or incompetent individual; a 
fool. Contemptuous and derogatory use of 'spastic' (a person with 
spgsjae paralysis). Also used in the variants 'spazz' and 'spas' us. 19m 
spaz; spazzo adjective crazy; foolish auSWam, 1966 
spaz chariot noun a wheelchair I rom spaz (a person who has any 
disability)®* 2003 

spaz cut noun at 1 lint 1 I lii allege make the wearer look 
mentally or physically handicapped I rom spaz (a person with a 
disability) uk 2003 

spazmo noun an urcrxrfi'nated or Ticompelenl iruJVdual, a fool A 
variation Of spastic uk 1984 

spaz out; spazz out verb to act in a very awkward or uncoordinated 
manner; hi lose emotional control us. 1984 
spazzed adjective druftk uk 2002 

spazzer noun alysis) uk 2603 

SP bettingnoun illegal betting a tarting price 066s Australia, me 

SP book noun i I il III II III il I I “I l USTRALIA, 1948 

SP bookie; SP bookmaker noun an illegal off-course bookmaker 
who offers starting price odds Australia, ms 
SP’d up adjective inferme^ UK 7999 

speaknounalu here alcoh i ill II A shortened form 
Of SPEAKEASY US, 7930 

speak verb ► speak the real to speak the truth, unpleasant as it 
might be us, ms. ► speak the same language to share a way 
of thinking about something uk. res. ► speak white to speak 
English. Anglophone Canadian usage us, ms 
-speak suffix voc language of 

Oceania in George Orwe ’s 1948 nove 1984 this coinage seeped 
into the language and, post-1984, provides a neaffjrmultifbr bosk 
titles and media headlines concerned with jargon and slang. 
‘Jackspeak’ 1989, 'Low Speak' 1989, 'Artspeak' 1990, 'Eurospeak' 
1992, 'Rockspeak' 1996, 'Freshspeak' 1997, 'Double Speak' 1999, 
‘Teen Speak' 2001 among others uk 7949 
speak! tell me what's on your mind! US, 1975 
speakeasy noun a bar that sells alcohol illegally us, urn 
speaker noun a gun us, isfg- 
speak to the hand >see: talk to the hand 




speak up | spendy 


speak up verb ► speak up Brown - you're through!; speak up 
Ginger - you're almost through! sain, a:; if on a telephone, as 
a comment on an audible fart. Occasiona v heard as ‘come on 
ffeewai' etc iM Hei 

spear noun i a hypodermic needle us r *;. 2 a firefighter's hook os, 
1954. ► take the spear >lonel Oliver 

North popularised the phr; se during the moral collapse of Hie 
Reagan presidency in 1986 and 87, explaining that while he had 
said that he would 'take the spear’ for the administration^, 
misdeeds in Iran and Nicaragua, he did not mean that tie would 
accept responsibility 11 crimin; I prosecution became a possibility 
us, 1989. ►the spear 1 m il from 1 traua mi 
spear verb 1 to dismiss someone from employment Australia, 1911. 

2 to eject someone f m a shop >ut et< \ua. 1975. ► spear 
the bearded clam (Irom ,1 mae perspective) to have sex. 

Formed on bearded clam i ► spear the 

keg to broach a keg of beer Australia, 1994 
spear-carrier noun 1 lon-sp iking rr >le 1 1 play; an actor who 
appears in the background 01 only plays minor roles ok m4 
spear-chucker noun 1 a black person. Offensive. An allusion to the 
jungles of Africa us /%■/. 2 a voca . aggressive advocate us. 1997 
spec noun i an n| “i n if l id i I tailed description of 
something uk, 1956. 2 a position, .1 view-point Probably abbreviated 
from 'spectate ( 3 a pair of is m2 ► on 

spec on the mi han ulatively uk 1832 
speccy; speckle noun in Australian Rules football, a spectacular 
catching of the ball Australia, 19 89 
special noun a potent marijuana cigarette us, ms 
special adjective ipplied t 1 li 1 i persor 1 e patronising than 
euphemistic uk 

special a la coke noun the recreational drug ketamine In powder, 
capsule or tablet form us. 199s 
special friend noun a woman's menstrual period us, 2001 

Special K noun I ui .. Ii iloride in 1 1 e thetic used as a 

recreational drug, in powder, capsule or tablet form.. Kellogg's 
Special K™, a well-known ireakfast cereal is the inspiration for this 
variiti&n on K(kataWft#lus, ms 

specimen noun a person of a stated character. Generally derogatory 

speck noun a black person. Offensive us, i9so 
Speck noun ► the Speck Tasmania. A reference to the shape and 
size of Tasmania on a map; shortened from obsolete the 'Fly-speck 
isM' AUSTRALIA IMI 

speck verti to search for gold or opal on the surface of the ground 
Australia, 1888. 2 lo place a high v speculative bet on a horse 

AUSTRALIA, I960 

specker nouni r speculati lettor. Agent noun if speck Australia, 
mo. 2 one year of a prison sentence Used in numeric 
constructions such as 'three-specker' or 'five-specker' us. 1950 
specking noun lurgle. 

From on spec (speculatively) uk. 1996 
specky adjective bespectacled uk ms 

specs nouni eye-glasses A shortened form of 'spectacles' uk iso7 

2 a person with poor eyesight and thick glasses us, 1997. 3 in horse 
racing, blinkers on a horse us, ws» 

spectacles, testicles, wallet and watch the positions of the 
hand when making the sign of the cross fu: Catholic mnemonic, 
part joke UK. 1999 

sped noun a social outcast us tm? 

speed noun 1 at 1 rmph mint | lly Dexe trine™, which is a 
central nervous system stimulant us i96s. 2 crack cocaine uk 2003. 

3 ability th: goal us 1967 

speed verb 1 to be under the influence of a central nervous system 
stimulant us, 199 5. 2 in poker, to bet heavily and to bluff often us 

speedball noun 1 a mixture of a central nervous system stimulant 
(especially cocaine) and a narcotic (especially heroin) us, 1936. 


2 an alcoholic beverage fortified with a drug us, 1962. 3 a rissole 
MjSWiSlA.ms 

speedball verb 1 lixture of cocaine and heroin. 

After the noun sense uk 2002 

speedboat noun marijuana uk 1 99s 

speedbombnoun a 11 I 1 1 1 in., po ler rolled in a cigarette paper 
(for the purpose of swallowing) uk 2000 
speed bump noun 1 a red bump on the skin sometimes suffered 
after injecting impure amphetamines us, rasa. 2 a non-military 
obstacle that is likely to hinder an army's progress, especially 
'pMlians but also used of geographic features, Military jargon us 

speed bumps noun 1 nail female breast 2 audi Arabian 

troops. Gulf war usage us mi 

speed-dating noun ing a number of 

prospective partners, organised so that each meets each for a 
short period before .moving on to 'date' the next us. 2003 
speed for lovers noun >see: LOVER’S speed 

speedfreak noun person who is addicted 1 1 ompulsively uses 

amphetamines or methamphetamine us. ww 
Speed Gordon noun used as the epitome of trouble or strife 
AUSTRALIA, ml 

speed hump noun a skindiverauSTMaA 1996 
speed jaw noun hi hi ja hi 1 up matic after-effect 
of amphetamine use uk 2002 

speed merchant noun in A ;t runner us m2 

speed money noun a bribe that purchases official cooperation of 
bureaucratic machinery India, 2002 
speedo noun a speedometer uk 1934 

speed of heat noun naval aviator usage us ms 

speedometer noun in computir 1 raphi epiction of a 
computer's current operating speed us, mi 
speedy adjective 1 Iru 1 1 11 11 1 uiulant qualities; of a person, 

under the influence of a centra nervous system stimulant. From 
speed (amphetamines) uk ms 

speedy dog nickname a Greyhound bus; the Greyhound corporation 


speedy squib noun in 11 rse racing 1 ho e that runs well for most 
of the race but does not finish well Australia, own 
Speewah; Speewa noun an imaginar emote 11 itry property or 
locale used as a setting for tall tales Named after an actual place 
in northwest Victoria Australia, 1890 
speiler noun a swindler Australia, mts 
spell noun a sentence of three months' imprisonment uk m- 
spell verb ► spell it out 1 uld be 

apparent and make it absolutely clear uk ixs 
spelling flame noun an iiTlamnato Interne posting attacking 
another's spelling us, 199 5 
spell-o noun a resl period, a break Antarctica, ms 
spelunk verb ► spelunk without a partner (of a female) to 
masturbate. Figurative sense of 'spelunking' (caving as a sport), 
hgrtcetftfesolo exploration Of$t 'grotto' (the vagina) us.2001 
spelunker noun a caver. Ultimately from Latin s pelunca (a cave) us 


Spenard divorce noun a shooting of one spouse by the other us 

spend verb ► spend a penny to urinate. This derives from the 
charge ^m bmPusb of a public convenience. The first to charge a 
penny was opened outside the Royal Exchange, London, in 1855; 
howevergd euphemistie tise is not recorded until 1945. Since then 
prices have risen to beyond a point where the term has any 
practical meaning uk 2093 
spends noun spending money uk 2002 
spendy adjective expensive us, m3 
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speng | spinbin 


speng noun a fool uk i 9 % 

spent up adjective having no more money uk 1996 

sperm wail noun aeriencing an 

orgasm uk 2002 

speshnoun Carlsberg Special Brew™ lager. Phonetic abbreviation of 
spesh adjective special : AWM£/4 1996 

spew noun 1 vomit US. 19'V. 2 semen us, rasa. 3 a Lemper tantrum new 
ZEALAND, 1998 

spew verb i to vomit 21 eja ilate. Ad pted from the more 

common sense 'to vomit', suggesting a more than generous 
ejaculation us, m. 3 to reject an agreement or responsibility. 
Possibly a play on synonymous blow out uk 2002. 4 to be extremely 
angry Australia, mz. sto post an excessive number of messages to 
an Intern®,discussion group us >995. ► spew your guts to 
inform on your frier to the e « ► spew your guts 

up to vomit violently uk. im. ► spew your ring; spew your 
ring up to vomit violently uk 19a 
spewing! used I 1 pr in m stralia. iqos 
spewsome adjective igh to make you 

VOmft AUSTRALIA. 1996 

sphynx noun the removal by wax of all of a woman's pubic hair; the 
results thereof us, 2001 

spic noun 1 a Spanish-speaking person. Derogatory and offensive us 
i9i3. 2 a Spaniard. 1 his usage ref eels the fact that Spain is the 
closest Spanish-speaking community to the UK uk 2000. 3the 
Spanish language us 19*5. 4 a Wesl Indian us ms. sa railway track 
worker. Many track workers K@e American southwest were 
Mexican; the racial'ffifiet was applied to Mexican and-n|i(fe- 
Mexican alike us, im 

spicououn a Span h > king; in An >< tly embellished spic 

US. 1967 

Spictown noun id US 1969 

spide noun a member of a Belfast subcultural urban adolescent 
grouping that seems to be defined by a hip-hop dress and 
jewellery seme. UKsNQKTHBtMitifiAm 2m 
spider noun 1 in ilw I- 1 1 and filnr industrie 1 device used to 

support the legs of a tripod on a slippery or uneven surface uk 
i9c,o. 2 in harness racing, a sulky v 1: stralia, 1989. 3 a tall glass of 
Carbonated soft drink with a dollop of fee-cream in the td|> 

AUSTRALIA mj 

spider blue noun heroin Referring probably to the web of blue veins 
into which heroin users inject the drug us 1994 
spider box noun in the television and film industries, an electrical 

junction fabkiis, 3990 

spider hole noun a sniper's lair hi a cave. Korean war usage us 1957 
spider’s legs noun the pubic hair that can Ire seen outside the con¬ 
fines of a girl's bikini or underwear uk 2003 
spiel noun 1 a long ind I 1 ina n 21 peech intended 

to attract customers us 1 3 ,111 illegal gambling operation uk 

a. 4 a drinkin ul I 1 ibl 1 11 1 11 I spieler uk mi 

spiel vert to talk, especially at length; 10 patter us 1094 
spieler noun 1 2 1 person who 

stands at the door of a business cal ing out to people passing by, 
trying it) lure them into hie business us im. 3 an (illegal) 
gambling or flVtoklfigclub.UK, mi 
spiff nouni a loner. An articulation of the initials SBF (surrounded 
by friends), used with irony us. m7. 2 a up, gratuity or commission 
us 1997. 3 a bonus paid ay a record company to a promoter who 
has succeeded in getting a record played us. im 
spiff vert to dress up. Coined in the UK in the 1870s, obsolete by 
the 1930s, and then resurfaced in the US in the 1970s, used with 
fop; US. 1979 


spifflicated; spiflicated adjective drunk us 1906 
spiffy adjective -II I I ill harp UK 1853 
spiflicate verb to deal with someone in a way that confounds, 
silences, dumbfounds or defeats A humorous colloquialism that 
by mid-C2Q survived mainly as a vague threat to Children. 
Recorded as a form of intimidation used among Yorkshires 
schoolchildren by Iona and Peter Lore and Language of 
Schoolchildren, 1959.*, im 


splg no 


a Spanish-speaking person. A tepmBpfoh of the prevalent 


spike noun i a syrin tnd n dl ih lodermi needle i >. 2 a 

mixture of heroin and scopolamine oi strychnine uk 2002. 3 in a 
deck of playing cards, an ace us 19 4 in volleyball, hitting the ball 

downward with great force from the top ol .1 jump us 1972. 5 a 
casual ward (a temporary accommodation facility for vagrants) uk 
/see. ► the spike 1 1 I m 1 11 11 ,mbol of drug 

saddiction * 1973 

spike verb 1 to adulterate a drinI r pi i per n ith alcohol or 
drugs us 1909. 2 to inject a drug us, n 5. 3 in American football, to 
v ffa m the football to the graph#, in a ritualistic celebration after 
scoring a touchdown us, 1 vs. 4 10 attach electrical tape on a stage 
floor to mark positions for props and sets us ©91 
spiked adjective in a state of nf icaf na the unwitting victim of 
an adulterated drink or drug uk 1996 
spiker noun a (branded antidepressant) Prozac™ tablet uk 2001 
spikesnouni pih 1 - ith -1 2 man's shoes with 

narrow high heels that taper into a point, formally known as spike- 
heel shoes us, 19 X 

spikey; spikie noun an anti-globalisation activist with a philosophy 
of violent protest*, 2001 

spiky adjective uncompromising in Anglican faith or practice uk, issi 
spill vert 1 to fall off a surft 1 2 

clear agenda us, mo. ► spill the beans to tell that which one is 
not supposed to tell us r>u. ► spill your guts (out) to confess 
your secrets; to tell all you know us 1 927 
spin noun 1 a t it for public 

consumption. Although the term came to the forefront during the 
Reagan presidency, it is an ancient practice that was simply taken 
to new heights by Reagan's handlers us 1986. 2 an excursion in a 
car. Originally applied to horse training, meaning 'a run cfjefne. 
duration', then to a bicycle ride, and now tbs present sense * 

1907. 3 a period til time considered in terms id how you fared 
during it; an experience; a time of 1! Australia 1917. 4five years' 
imprisonment At is tral ia 19 . - 5 a five-pound note; the sum of £5 
An abbreviation of spinnaker. After decimalisation in 1966 also 
briefly used for $5 Australia, ami 6 a single playing of a song by a 
radio station us 1999. 7 a turn a; spinning the coins in the 
gambling gam 8 i Separation Program 

Number. The numbers corresponded to several hundred reasons 
for discharge frorp the service Also known as ‘spin number’ u®; 

spin verb i to manipulatf - i tnd preser inform ition in such a 
way that it suits political needs oi a political agenda uk 2003. 2 in 
Circus and carnival usage, to speak a language or dialect fluently 
us i98i. 3 to search uk 1972. 4 10 play a record, especially on the 
radio us ms. 5 in the language surrounding the Grateful Dead, to 
tape a concert, us 1994. 6 to turn back a car’s odometer 
(mi eometer) us 19a. 7 to deceive us 1 >52. 8 10 leave us res 9 . 

► spin a dit in nautical use, to tell a story, especially a tall story. 
From dit (a tale) Australia, n 43 . ► spin a drum; spin to search a 
private premises uk 1977. ► spin the shit to discuss something 

spinal noun a paraplegic us, ms 


spiffed adjective drifokfoS, 1987 

spiffing; spiffin' adjective - -II it, first-ra ishionable or smart. 

Often seen to be dated, redolent of the C19 10 mid-C20 upper- 


spinal tap noun le snowboarding us 1990 

spinbin noun a residential facility for psychiatric treatment uk. 
SCOTLAND, 1988 






spindle-man | splendiferous; splendacious; splendidious; spledidous 
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spindle-man noun a game operator in a carnival us. isw 
spinebash noun r period rt i rather han il it\gA ustralia, is 
spine-bash verb to tetf AMSrrwtM, ms 
spinebasher noun a loafer Australia, ms 


spinebashing noun loafing Australia, mi 

spinmeister noun an acknowledged expert in the art of spin. A com- 
bination of spin and German meister (master) us, ra86 
spinnable adjective i i | - i i i i i 11 ip elated information; 
also, used of information that is suitable foi biased interpretation 


spinnaker noun a five-pound note; the sum of £5 Australia, ws 
spinner noun i in i r jse< car bi ne t person who is adept at 
reducing the mileage on a car's odometer (mileometer) us 1975. 

2 in hot rodding, a showy hubcap us 1 iss. 3 a radio disc jockey us 

m 4 

cation us, m,. 5 in hie gambling game two-up, fie person who 
tosses the coins Australia, mi. 6 in air-traffic control, a shift of 
employment covering absent workers' responsibilities uk mi. 7 in 
dominoes, a double that may be p ayed on both ends us, 1959. 8 in 
poker, a streak of good feibfc us im 
spinny adjective crag, insane Canada, 1992 
spin on it!; spin! q anies the 

offensive gesture ol a raised middle finger uk. 2003 
spin out verb in the gambling game two-up, to throw a pair of tails 
and hence lose the right to continue spinning Australia, mi 
spins noun the heightened state of dizziness you feel when you lie 
down vgiydrunk us, ;sss- 

spin up verb to roll a cigarette with tobacco or marijuana UK 2003 
spit noun 1 an “ i ii i- ii liken meone urt, 1825. 

2 3 

4 the payout in coins from a computer poker same Australia. 1929. 

5 in some games of poker, a card turned face-up In the centre of 
the table which may be used by all players' hands. Also called a 
%>it in-:thg pceafi' us, mi 


spit verb to perform a rap lyric us mi. ► spit beef to vomit us 
1978. ► spit blood 1 -he phrase 

► spit bricks lo be furious uk. 2002. 

► spit chips to vent anger verba Australia, 1947. ► spit cotton 
to salivate whil ► spit 

lead to fire a gun us 1949. ► spit the dummy; spit the dummy 
out to become furious; to throw a tantrum. From the image of an 
.upset baby spitting out its dumWy-and crying Australia. 1984 
spit! be quiet! us ism. 

spit and drag; spit and a drag noun a cigarette; a cigarette being 
smoked, especially when the act of smoking is clandestine. 
ffiiylTring slang for fag uk 19a 
spit and git verb to acdOTfilji%a task quickly us »» 
spit and image noun an exact likeness of someone or something. 
The surviving form of 'spit and fetch' (image, picture), in which 
'spit' is surely the substance of a body, or perhaps its corrupted 
'spirit’ and the noun with which it is combined represents an 
outer-appearance, ('fetch' is defined by the Oxford English 
Dictionary aj'jfbfi apparitianptjfiuble or wraith of a living ipefiOrQ; 
'spit and' has varied in dialect use to spitten lesidftng, ultimately, to 
th|‘®Bye,ntsSft|l synonym;, ‘spitting image' uk ms 
spit-back noun a technique of spitting ,1 drink back into a glass to 
give the appearance of consuming more alcohol than you are us. 

1964 

spitball verb in the entertainment industry, to offer up a suggestion 
for discussion; to brainstorm us, ms 
spit black noun mascara. Because water is needed to apply uk 1952 
spit box noun in horse ra 1 th 1 it hi horses aie taken after 
a race to have theii saliva tested for the presence of illegal drugs 
or|fr$if metabolites us, 1997 


Spit kit noun in the US submarine corps, an anti-submarine vessel 

spit out verb to say something that is emotionally difficult to say uk 

spit-roast noun a exual pc in in Ini 1 nan (or a man) 
performs oral sex an one n#i 'Whilst beingipenetrated by another 
from behind; the woman (or man) receiving such attention. flit.- 
two erect penises necessary for this activity create the illusory 
image of a single spit going in one end and out the other. Mainly 
heterosexual usage uk ms 

spit-roast verb to have sex as an active participant in the spit-roast 
position! as 

spits noun sunflower seeds Canada, 1937 
spit spiders verb to be funou 54 |g mi 

spitter nouni a person who spits out semen after oral sex Australia, 
1987. 2 a killer us 1975. 3 a wave that sprays from its end as it 
collapses us m4 

spitting feathers adjective 1 very thirsty uk, iw ^ftfi&y$y-|«gty uk 

spittin' time noun the bleed period of a woman's menstrual cycle 

spiv noun a sharply dressed individual who lives by his wits - within 
the law for preference, and not too far outside ihe law whenever 
possible Several possible etymologies vie lor credence: an 
acronym from police records 'Suspected Persons-and Itinerant 
Vagrants'; back slang of the acronym for Very Important Persons' 
.(VIPs); dialect sp/forsp//f(neat,:.smarfi .dandified), which also leads 
to spiffing (excellent); spivic, an apparently obsolete Romany word 
ibr 'sparrow', used to describe those who followed the gypsies and 
picked up their leavings' uk tm 

spivias noun I drug best 

krtdSfiias ecstasy m, m3 

spivvery noun pH rime and ther t 1a ur a < related with a 
spiv UK, 1956 

spizz noun a hypodermic needle us, mi 

SP joint noun it r- 1 hi M mi | im in 1 price bookmaking 
AUSTRALIA, 1945 

splack noun sex US, 1994 

splack verb i to steal a car, especially by shattering the steering 
column us 1993. 2 lo ejaculate '11 sexual climax us, 2001 
splaff noun a marijuana<cfettette laced with- 150 'A' for acid 
substitutes the V in spliff (a marijuana cigarette) uk 2003 
splash noun i an tmphe n ne i thei entra nervous system 
stimulant us ram. 2a small amount of water added to an alcoholic 
drink us, 19%. 3 tea (the beverage) uk i 960 . 4 a bath us 1972 
splash verb 1 to take a bath us urn 2 to ejaculate us, 1970. ► splash 
the boots to 1 ► splash the pot in a game 

of poker to throw betting tokens directly into the pile of chips in 
the centre of the table instead of lining them for other players 
SO; see before affjing tlpgjtS the pot us, mi 
splashing noun in m tltute id 11 1 nen urine and other 
fluids secreted at orgasm uk 2003 

splash move noun in leafing it dice 1 tch of the dice us, 1997 
splash out vert to spend money extravagantly us 1934 
splashover noun i signal leaking from on itizen band radio 
channel to another us, 197s 

splash shot noun a scene in a pornographic film or photograph 
depicting a man ejaculating us 1997 
splat noun 1 ai i I In Hi I i I i i ill ition From the 

sound made when il hits the mess kit us - 2 the * character on 
a computer keyboard (MijSSs 

splat verb 

splat hat noun a motorcycle crash helmet uk mi 


spit fuck verb to penetrate a rectum of vagina using only saliva as a splendiferous; splendacious; splendidious; spledidous adjective 

lubrigaiif i^ ra/s * excellent; very splendid is, m3 
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splib | spoofing 


splib noun a black person. Offensive. 05, raw 
splice verb to marry someone uk mo 

spliced adjective married us, 1997 

spliff noun 1 in iiimii 1 1 11 2 irianiuana. Also 

used in the varianl 'splif uk, 1x7. 3 a cigarette adulterated with 
crack cocaine 1* 4a hand-rolled 1 1 4 ► on the 

spliff a state of marijuana intoxication uk 2001 
spliff verb to smoke marijuana and be under its influence uk 1977 
spliffed; spliffed out; spliffed up adjective in a state of intoxi¬ 
cation as a result of smoking marijuana uk 1994 
spliff up verb to prepare a marijuana c igarette; to smoke marijuana 
in cigarette forth UK 2000 ' 
spliff wine noun marijuana wine uk 2002 
spliffy noun a marijuana cigarette uk 2000 
spliffy adjective in a slale of gentle biloxical on as a result of 
smoking marijuana; in a manner that suggests ihe smoking of 
marijuana. Playing on squiffy (dlMftti uk 2001 
splifted adjective 11 I 11 I 1 I I 1 I 11 nted US, 1995 

splim noun marijuana. A misreading or simple variation of spliff us, 

splinky noun the writers of 

Mad About You, a US situation comedy (NBC 1992-99); repeated 
with referential humour us 1999 
splint noun a marijuana cigarette us, 1992 
splinters noun adversity us 19m 

split noun 1 the vagina us, 1x7. 2 a share of mutual property or 
profits uk J889 . 3 a tranquillizer or other central nervous system 
depressant us, rats. 4 a decongestant tablet sold as MDMA, the rec¬ 
reational drug best known as ecstasy uk 199 6 
split veci 1 to leave E h night during he 19 1 Philadelphia rock 
'n' roll disc jockey Hy Lit ended his broadcast with the mantra, 
'Nuflf said Ted, solid ahead, time to split the scene and leave it 
clean' us. me,. 2 from a male perspective, to have sex. Probably 
more to do with bragging than as a considered threat of violence 
uk 1937. ► split a gut to exert ursel th extreme, especially 
► split on someone 

someone uk ms. ► split the breeze to drive fast us 1970. 

► split the difference from a male perspective, to have sex. A 
punning elaboration of split uk 1974. ► split the scene to leave 
us, 1990. ► split the sheets to divorce, us, 1970. ► split the 
whiskers ► split your 

sides to laugh heartily uk 

split-arse noun a woman. Noted as current in the northeast of 
England by Chris Lewis, The Dictionary of Playground Slang, 2003 

split beaver; spread beaver noun the vagina displayed with lips 
parted. A familiar cliche of pornography us >969 
split C-note noun a fifty-dollar notepis, &> 
splith noun marijuana prej 1 i am mol I 111 1 le fashion of a ciga¬ 
rette. A jocular variation of spliff us, 2000 
split knish noun 111“ igina Aconven nal knish is a baked or 
fried turnover of Russian Jewish origins; 'split' describes the nature 
of the vagina and exposes the savoury filling us 199s 
split-tail noun a female us, 1950 
split-whisker noun a woman austraua, 1945 
splivins noun amptafomfo# us, 1970 
splo noun inexpensive, low quality whisky us 1974 
splonk noun in hoi 1 I in the fa c urite 
splooge noun semen us, m 
splooge verb to ejaculate us 19m 
splosher noun a drunk uk 2000 
splow noun US, 1976 

splurge verb y use an 

expensive resource us 1934 


SP man noun taker Australia, 1932 

Spock noun used as a term 1 lit- 1 m ne who is coming 
across as intellectu; I or superior I rom the intellectual and 
superior character on Star Trek US rws 
spock verb to examine something or someone us 1991 
spod noun a sti all other 

interests or society, hence an unpopu ai student; someone who is 
considered toatstudious; someone obsessed with computei$«K 


spoddy adjective obsessively studious and unstylish uk 2001 
spodiodi noun 1 a mixture of cheap port and whisky. Used (and 
drunk) hy jazz-lovers and musicians Canada 1959. 2 wine its razs 
spoggie; spoggy noun (chiefly in south Australia) the common 
house sparrow, passer domesticus Australia, 1975 
spoiled water noun iny non-alcoh I ra e us, 1x2 
spoiler noun a team that h 11 I 11- 1 innin a championship 
but which takes pride if not pleasure in defeating teams that are 
vying f(Sr,s;jShampIarjship us, im 
spokadocious; spankadocious adjective attractive; fa$hfoh#bf# 

BAHAMAS, 1982 

spoke adjective spoken. Especially of language, in the construction 'as 
spon verb to te'f.a' tie UK 1999 

spondonicles; spondonicals; spongs noun a pair of metal tong#. 

(or lifting a hot cooking utensil off a fire Australia, 2003 
spondooli noun money, Variation of spondulics uk 1997 

spondulics; spondulix; sponds; spondos noun money us iasr 
spongenouni ne gains of the 

civil rights movement I he voca ised abbreviation stood for 
'Society for the Prevention of Negroes Getting Everything'. The 
group was more notional than real, but for example, in 1965 th# 
Student Council of the University of Virginia was petitioned by an 
organisation calling itself SPONGE for status as an independent 
organisation eligible to receive Student Council funds us 1x5. 2 a 
boogie boarder, who rides waves on a small fogm.board, Used in a 
disparaging manner bysurfdrsus iB9i 

sponge rert 1 1 ' I.mething ir i parasit manner uk rezs. 

2 in horse racing, to insert a sponge into a horse's nostril just 
@fore a race, impedingir^foreathingfoprrngthe race us 1951 
spongelled adjective drunk uk 2002 

sponger noun a j er 1 h btain I in in j rrasitic manner uk 

sponge-worthy adjective used of a man, so sexually desirable as to 
warrant the use of a contraceptive sponge Coined and popularised 
on an episode of Jerry Seinfeld’s television comedy show ('The 
Sponge") that fits): aired on 7th December 1995 us tax 
spongies noun in the usage of youthful model road racers (slot car 
racers), smooth, soft tyres us 1997 
sponk noun sechda. A variatioR.of spunk uk 
spoo noun semen Variant pronunciation of spew (semen), from 
spew/spoo (to ejaculate) us, 1989 

spoo verb to ejaculate. Variant j 1 nun h 1 spew (to ejaculate), 
from conventional 'spew' (to vomit), the suggestion therefore is of 
'JcEjtisjidjCtf Quantity of semen us. 200s 

spoof nouni a hoax, a bluff an act of hoaxing uk jks. 2 a parody uk 
mss. 3 semen. Rhymes with 'hoof Australia, 1916 
spoof verb 1 to hoax; to fool uk is89. 2 to make a parodic version of 
something ; ik 1927. 3 to ejaculate Australia, 1992 
spoof adjective parodic; fake; bogus uk im 
spoofed adjective u 1 i i 1-M1 i is message, of a suspect origin 

us m97 

spoofernoun 1 in carnival usage, a large stuffed dog offered as a 
game prize us ms. 2 a hoaxer; a bluffer UK 2001 
spoofing noun 1 111 1 li 1 l mail that rim to come from 

one organisation but in fact comes from another. Known more 
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fully as 'IP spoofing' us 1939. 2 the creation of a false website that 
looks exactly like a real siteySterefully known as 'web spoofing’. 
The attacher can lure an Internet user to the false site, can see 
everything that the user is doing, and can rrtotji&t traffic from the 
user to any web server us. 2004 

spoof tube noun cardboard tu filled 1 1 ented cloth that 
masks the smell of exhaled marijuana smoke us, 2003 
spoofy adjective spermy 'AjMitAUA, im 

spooge noun is 2 of unknown 

origin us. )995. 3 in computing, code or output which cannot be 
understood ofeisw 

spooge booth noun y arcade us 2001 

spook noun 1 a 111 I 1 1 1 1 ii 1 1 1 I ffen ive us, 1945. 2 a 

ghost us, mi. 3 a spy us, 1 m. 4 a drug-addict I rom the addict's 
ghostly pallor u/y 1958. 5 a psychiatrist us, mi. 6 in casino blackjack, 
a player who can spot the dealer s down card us, 1991. 7 in drag 
racing, a car that crosses the starting lipe too soon us iseos 
spook verb 1 to fri hten tartle me ne -I triant spook out' 
us 1935. 2 to drive a car without a destination, merely for the 
pleasure of driving and the social aspects of being: seen us 1958. 

3 in blackjack, to peak and see the dealer's down card us, 7985 
spooked adjective used i playing ir< 1 11 I 1 for r heating us ra&r 
spooky adjective i 111 uri'ing Ii lieu i mi| re Ik i ibleux ms. 2 fine, 
good. West Indian and UK black usage, recorded August 2002 uk 

spool of pipe thread noun pffias a mythical task assigned to a 
neisfty'tiired helper us, 79® 

spoon noun 1 the amount of a drug needed for a single dose. A 
measure of heroin, sufficient for a single injection, approximately 
equal to a standard teaspoon us 1 1. 2 the handle of a hand 
grenade. From its curved, spoon-like shape us 7977. 3 an army cook 
us, 1991. 4 the dip up at the front nose of a surfboard us, m3, s a 
dolt NEW ZEALAND, 1982 

spoon verb i to lie behind meone ourf e towards their back us, 
im. 2 to tongue a womari s vagina and clitoris us 1971 

spoondoolie noun the penis uk 2001 

spooney noun an effeminate male who may or may not be homo¬ 
sexual US »78 

sport noun used as a term 1 1 I ire 11 ill n le to male In 
Australia an everyday usage In the US, a self-conscious term that 
conveys a jocular feeling Australia, ms 
sport verb to wear something in 0 ierto Ii >lay it uk 1778 
sport fucking noun iretence of a relationship 

although with a competitive edge us. 1986 
sporting girl noun a prostitute us ms 
sporting house noun a brothel us 1894 
sporting lady noun a prostitute us, 19721 

sporting life noun 1 h bi in ind lit 1 ['institution and 
pimping us, 1973 . 2 a wife. Rhyming slang uk 1992 3 cocaine. From 
Poland Bess, in which the character Sportin' Life sells cocaine. 
Retro and rare. The Shortened form is 'sporting'us 7978 
sportsman noun a pimp In the mid-C19, the term referred to a 
gambler By mid-C20 it was ,1 somewhat grandiose euphemism for 

'pimp 1 us, 196? 

sportsman’s paradise noun a bar favoured by pimps us 797s 
sporty adjective excSffet SSWUQA, 1985 

s'pose; 'spose verb suppose UK, ism 

spot noun 1 a difficult 1 ' in-'1 1 p 1 1 11 1 ually in phrases:'in 
a spot' and 'in a bn of a spot' uk me. 2 a venue, especially a place 
of entertainment uk me. 3 an apartment 01 house us, 2001. 4 a 
place in a programme of entertainment or an item of 
entertainment performed in such a programme us, 2001. s a large 
party, a convention or other event that is l«§misir*source for 
swindle victims us 797 . 6 of food, a portion or meal that should 
not be described as extravagant; of abstracts like work, rest and 
pleasure, a small amount uk m2. 7 a small measure of drink uk. ms. 


8 money us 1947. 9 a one-hundred-pound note; the sum of £100. 
After the introduction of decimal currency in 1966, used for $100 
Australia, 1945. 10 a prison term, often prefixed with a numeral that 
denotes the number of years us 1901. 11 any of the large suit 
symbols printed on the face of .1 playing card us i%z. 12 in a deck 
of playing cards, an ace us nos. 13 in poolroom betting, a 
handicap given in 1 bet-upr 1 game 7,7 ► put someone to 
the spot to hi itk n 1I1 beer 1 ed to a rendezvous us 

spot verb 1 to rer i 1 1 Ii i i i ne ne or something. 
Colloquial us ms. 2 to rain In a few scattered drops. Originally 
dialect; 'spottihg s#ftst rain' is a constant and current feature of UK 
weather reports uk 1349. 3 in trucking, to park a iruck us 1946 
spot card noun in a deci fplayir 1 I 1 ird other than an 
ace or face card us m 7 

spot on adverb I Intel 1 urate, e ict; pre As uk mi 

spot play noun in I 1 in, in pp h to betting in which the 
bettor only bets in situations where the odds seem advantageous 

us. «sr 

spots noun 1 dice uk 2000. 2 in circus usage, leopards us mi 
spotted dick adjective i . Rhyming slang for 'sick', formed on a great 
British pudding uk 1992 

spotter noun 1 and report on 

employees' activities us, me. 2 a criminal who finds or identifies a 
likely victim for robbery uk 1937. 3 a look out in a drug-selling oper¬ 
ation us 1990. 4 a train spotter, a planespofter, a bus -spotter or a 
similar type of hobbyist. Spotter's Guides have been publiihei'By 
Mayflower Books of Sew York since 1979 us »» 
spotters noun the eyes us ms 

spotters and skinners noun childlike, scratchy handwriting 

BARBADOS, 1992 

spotting it i ii will a mi ii mull resin: pieces of hash, 

cut to the approximate size of mate I leads, are picked up on the 
end of a lit cigarette; once the drug is burning the smoke given 
off is inhaled by means of a hollow tube, smjh as the empty berdy 
of a baltpOirrt pen uk 2000 

spotty dog; spotty noun 1 1 -1 r. Rhymin I tng for woguk ;979 
spout noun ► up the spout 1 in trouble; close to ruin; bankrupt. 
From the earlier sense (to pawn) uk mo, 2 of a bullet, in the rifle 
barrel and ready to fire. Often as 'one up the spout uk mi. 

3 pregnant. From the ear ier sense (ruined) uk 1937 
spout verb to sp se (1750s), 'to 

declaim' uk 1964 

spraddle verb 1 | 1 I nil irour. hing or someone. A 

blend of 'sprawl' and 'straddle' Barbados, ms 
sprag noun 1 in 11 I 1 1 1 1 t im 1 tell-tale mmented on by 
the Plain English Campaign in October 2003 uk 2003. 2 chiefly in 
Queensland, the $fKfnon house sparrow .passer dorddsticus 
auSiMja, mi' 

spranksious adjective energetic, playful Barbados, 79® 

sprassey; spraser; sprazey; sprowsie; sprouse noun sixpence or 
6d; a coin of that value Many variations, ultimately from Sheila 
sprazi. inflation: has rendered the conversion from 6d to S£p 
meaningless UK 1931 

spraunce verb to lie; to tell a trivial lie uk im 
sprauncy adjective -I.I ho vy uk mo 

spray noun an aerosol used when inha ing solvents uk 1996 
spray verb 1 to eja date emen m 1 exual partner uk 2001. 2 to 
fart us, as® 

spray and pray verb in a m In 1 engagement to hoot wildly then 

run us, 2003 

spread noun 1 an assortment of food laid out on a table or served at 
a social event uk 1822. 2 in sports betting, the margin of victory 
incorporated into a bel us 1973. 3 a photograph of a naked woman 
exposing her genitals us m9. 4 in pool, the first shot of the game 

US, 1990 
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spread verb to si i ire nf< mati< i r can hile engaging in a 
cheating scheme us nos. ► spread a game to start a card game 
us, 79 77. ► spread for someone of a woman, to dispose hergiifi 
for sex with someone uk. m. ► spread the eagle to escape 
from prison or jail us. mo. ► spread your shot to speak honestly 
and directly us, 7976 

spread-bet noun a type of gamble against predicted odds us. m2 
spread-betting noun 1 rm of gan ding gainst a bookmaker's 
predicted result (see citation) us, 2001 
spread-eagle verb to spread and stretch out a person's arms and 

spreadhead noun I- ted II - f the band Widespread Panic. 

An evolution of 'deadhead' (a follower of the Grateful Dead) us, 2001 
spreading broads noun an 1 1 (laying 1 heating at cards, 

especially the manipulating of cards in the three-card trick uk teas 
spread shot noun 1 | I rapi 1 -1 ie in a pornographic film 

showing a woman s spread vagina us 7977 
spreck up verb 1 1 11 1 il i 1 1 11 - 1 il e pun on'ejaculate' 

based on German sprechen (to speak) uk 2002 
spree boy noun a j ier 1 1 I e 'un but not work Barbados, 19a 

sprigs noun sparse facial hajr s^ha/m-as, m2 
spring verb to escape or effe 1 n 1 4 e or telease, from 

prison dr detention us. 1 m 

spring buster noun a hole in a road, jarring to the driver when 

encountered 5967 

springbutt noun 1 us. m2 

spring chicken noun outhful ttra e boy a 1 he object of sex¬ 
ual desire of an older homosexual man us 7979 
springer noun 1 any person in the position to get you out of jail, 
from a bail bondsman to a lawyer to a judge us, uses. 2 in horse 
racing, a horse that becomes the betting favourite or neartf'itie 
ftvouriteafter betting opens oh S face uk 194s 
springy noun a we id limbs to the 

elbows and knees australA, m2 

springy thingy noun in drag racing, a car with a light structure and 
thus maximum flexibility us 7965 
sprinkle verb to urinate uk m2 
spritz verb to squirt, especially a mist us 7977 
spritzer noun a fuel Jnjfflp^sfS® 

sprog noun 1 a bat 1 ilk Fror . lete prag'(a lively young 

2 

Navy, now police Probably derives from obsolete 'sprag' (1706) 'a 
lively young fellow' but etymological theories abound: a reversal of 
'frog spawn' - because it's so very green; a Cpnfusion.sf 'cog and 
sprocket' - a metaphor with the recruit justacog (a sprocket) in a 
wheel; a distpr^pn of 'sprout'; it’has also been claimed'that a 
'sprog' is 'a young gan net' uk 7947. 3 semen Australia, 7992 
sprog verb to parent a 2000 

sprogged adjective pregnant NSfgxtM/vo, 7 m 
sprogie adjective stylish; fashidhalqle Bahamas, m2 
spronce verb r<) hi 11 1 11 1 ill 1 in 1 e if clothes uk 7997 
sproncy; sprauntsy; sprauncy adjective showily dressed; fashionable; 
showy uk m7 

spruik verb to declaim; to hold forth; to make a speech like a 
showman. Exact origin unknown, but no doubt related to the 
Germanic, such as Dutch spreken (to speak) or Yiddish shpruch (a 
o&S&a charm)4!®MJ4 me 

spruiker noun a speaker employed to attract a crowd to a venue, 
show or demonstration of a product; a barker Australia, 1902 
sprung adjective addicted US, 7992 
sprung on adjective infatuated with US, 1995 

SP shop noun e bookmaking 

AUSTRALIA. 7948 


spud noun 1 a pi 2 UK 2001. 3 a SCUD 

missite An' obvious rhyme that feijlttles the enemy's weaponry us, 

spud and onion gang noun who load or 

unload produce austral/a, ms 

spud-bashing noun | ito j ling; hen h n fatigues Military, 
combining spud (a potato) with the suffix -bashing (vigorous 
compulsory aefJwtyiwc >940 
spud cocky noun a potato farmer austrmm. test) 
spudge verb blaze up Canada, 

spud juice noun a potent, homemade al lolic be mage produced 
by fermenting potatoes us, jpp ’ • 
spun noun in the tele i i in I l In Industrie i light diffuser made 
with synthetic materia s Oiiginal v an abbreviation of 'spun glass', 
■vffe term was retained when the material changed us, mo 

spun adjective 1 2 

7997. 3 excited, enthusiastic us 1984 
spunk noun i mettle, courage. A word forever associated in the US 
with actress Mary Tyler Moore; in the ifubal episode of The Mary 
Tyler Moore Show in 1970, Moore's bggshfou Grant assesses her - 
'You've got spunk. I hate spunk 1 ' uk 1774. 2 semen uk im. 3 a very 
attractive person Australia, kts 

spunk verb 1 (of a male) to ejaculate. Also used in the variants 
'spunk off and 'spunk up' Australia, 1174. 2 to spend or waste 
money or time From ''Spunk?’{to ejaculate semen), punning ort 

spunk bin noun the vagina 

spunkbubble noun 1 n of abuse uk ns4. 

2 a sexual rllr Eve person tralia 7992 

spunk dust noun term of abuse uk 7 984 

spunker noun u er I e ent irl 1 erisive term for any boy 
ol similar man..'Uy Douni ui, ins , vnv basic grasp n bologv 
only males produce spunk (semen) uk. 7997 
spunkette noun 1 exual itt in man Australia, 1994 

spunkiness noun good looks wsimiA, m 
spunkrat noun a sexually attractive person Australia. 1957 
spunky noun a sexua 1 11 1 11 person \ustraua, i 967 
spunky adjective i brave pirited; plu From spunk (courage) uk 
1786 . 2 sexually attractive Australia, 1973 
spun out adjective Omy Ult 

sputnik noun a mixture l narijuanaf 11 ikistan and opium; 

marijuana. From 'sputnik' (the Russian sate ites, first launched in 
1957), hence its use here as something else to take you Ort Sfthis- 

world UK 1998 

squab noun a young girl or woman. I rom the standard sense (a 
newly hatched or very young bird) us, ms 
squab verb to figtftus isse 

squab job noun 1 1 I ittracti id I Ile legal age of 

conseniap; ;i9w 

squack /loan a woman; sex with a woman us, 1972 
squack verb to ejaculate us, m 3 

squad noun a police car. Known conventionally as a 'squad car' us, 

Squad noun ► the Squad the Flying Squad (a unit of the 
Metropolitan Police, known as the Flying Squad since 1921) uk. me 
squaddie; squaddy noun a soldier, usually ranked private. From a 
new recruit's placement in ,1 squad uk 1933 
square noun i a per n ith a iventional j< > ind lifestyle; an old- 
fashioned person us, 1 944. 2 a heterosexual Australia, i960. 3 a filling 
meal us, m2, to factory-manufactured cigarette its 795s. 5 a one- 
dollar note us mi. ► on the square 1 honest, truthful, 
trustworthy. Possibly from Masonic symbol ism aflti jargon uk, m2. 

2 in a faithful monogamous re ationshipwith someone Australia, 7944. 
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3 being a freemason I rom symbolism that is employed in 
freemasonry uk im 

square verb to sati ictori ettl natt ( re Ive i problem, gen¬ 
erally by the use of power and inf uence, bribery or threat. From 

► square it away to 

fettle matters Australia, ms 

square adjective i I I l i I n I it and honest conventional os, 
1946. 2 heterosexual Australia, 1944. 3 in cricket, used to describe 
fielding positions along an imaginary 're- extending to the left and 
right of the batsman's wicket its issi ► live square to conduct 
your life as an honest citizen Australia, 1975 
square as a bear adjective e tremel 11 n na the bear 
appears fori}®; .rhyming value, aothfirgyelse us. 
square away verb 10 put in order it' tidy away; hence, to learn uk, 

square-bashing noun military parade drill. From the ‘parade square 1 

square bitch noun any woman who is not a prostitute us, 1972 
square box noun in court, a witness box urc w 
squared adjective craving drugs us, isss 

square dancing ticket noun a dose of LSD on a square of blotting 

square-eyed adjective applied n mptu usl 1 someone who 
watches 'too much' television uk, 1984 
square from Delaware noun me epi rial naive, < 11 -ntional 
person Delaware exists for the rhyme; il is no more or less square 
than any other state. In the 1930s and 40s, there was a cottage 
industry m inventing terms afofgtlhe line of this construction - a 
'clown from Allenton', a 'pester from Chester’ and so on. The 
‘square from Delaware' was one Of the few that truly worked itself 
into speech os, 'tjkk 

square grouper noun it 1 I 1 mpresse narijuana The name 
of a notional fish, a luding lo the preser ce of marijuana smugglers 
iprSSHth Florida waters us, m 9 

squarehead noun 1 World 

Wars 1 and 2, A derogatory term that has lingered, perhaps, 
through films retelling how we won the wai us. ,0 99. 2 any 
Scandanavian. Left from the language of the logging camps of the 
early C20 us, lit. 3 in Quebec, an anglophone t a. ms. 4 a non- 
dEnmmrfiAOSJwMA. im 

square Jane noun intional woman us, ras6 

square John noun 4 

square joint noun a tetoag® cigarette tiSl .mi 
square mackerel noun marijuana, from the shape of packages 
smuggled by sea ts, is* 

square monicker noun 1 j er fs legal, gi 1 name us. 1959 

square name noun pc < 1 egal name metimes unknown to 

'fjis associates who know Mm only by a nickname US. isa? 
square-off noun 5 matters right; an apology 

AUSTRALIA, 194 1 

square off verb lo settle matters; to make every 

square pair noun in craps, an eight rolled with a pair of fours us. ms 
squarer noun in 11 i rnd rrnival usage, a claim adjuster and 
mender of legal ;pr0hiemsa£L®8i 

square rigger noun r blacl er n I. I i i nigger 

Offensive uk, 1992 

square Sam noun u eding I", upright conventional 

psnsdmas, 1953 

square shooter noun a truthful, direct, honourable person us, 1914 
square time bob noun crack®£aine'MC igfe 
square up verb to return lo the path of righteousness after a 
sojourn in sinus,.®® 

square weed noun tobacco 

square-wheeled adjective parked itizen band r idio slang uk mi 


square wife noun In law enf rcement fe in the literal sense of 
the word, as opposed to the sense of work partner us, im 
square woman noun a woman who is not a prostitute us. m? 
squarie noun 1 especially in nautical parlance, a young woman 
Australia, nr-. 2 a non-criminal Australia, mo 
squash noun i a kiss. Circus and carnival usage us, mi. 2 the skull or 
fl&io iaas 

squash it! forget W VS 1993 

squash rot noun evere stroke 

victims us 1983 

squat noun 1 nothing. A shortened forrft'tf doodly-squat. Often 
found in double negative constructions us, n,7. 2 an act of 
defecation new Zealand, 2002. 3 a seat; a chair us 1973 
squat verb 11 < the electric 

chair us; 1950. 2 10 assemble to discuss and mediate disagreements 
among jJrrsorws US’ 

squat team noun in 1 11 11 peciall Hi d H II ay), a unit of 
prison offers trained to discovei drugs and other contraband uk 

squatter noun a chair us. ms 

squat through verb to owei 1 tance to 1 juat to maintain 
control of your surfboard while a wave is cresting over you us ms 
squatum noun in I 1 mil nd, homemade bet wine Canada, 1964 
squawk noun a complaint, especially a vociferous and indignant one 

squawk verb 1 to complain us. 1970. 2 (of an aircraft) to transmit an 
identification and location signal. Used arfidtqg air-traffic 
ceraWottdrs US. rass. 

squawk book noun a book in which complaints are registered us, 

squawk box noun 1 a I idelit put I li - mem us, ms. 2 a 
citizens' band radio us, 1976. 3 a child hospital patient who persist¬ 
ently cries <y'f®!t^&lrK;t& im 
squaw money noun a two-dollar note Canada, mz 
squaw pee noun ginger beer Canada, 1992 
squaw piss noun beer with a low alcohol content us, ms 
squaw winter noun the first snowstorm or cold snap, just before 
Indian summer Canada 2001 

squeak noun 1 a police informer us. m0. 2 a cheapskate us ms 
squeak verb to campfelrttsS 2003 

squeaker noun 1 ver lose re in an ithleti ntest Often used 

with irony to describe a large margin of victory us, 1977 
squeal noun in j e rk, a per n ho reports a crime; the call 
reporting the crime uk 1977 

squeal verb 1 to inf m n ne 11 In meone us, im. 

2 from a standstill, to accelerate a car suddenly, squealing the tyres 
fin the road. 'UtS; tssi 

squealer noun 1 r police nformer 2 in trucking, a device 

that records time and speed data, used ay company officials to 
assure compliance with laws and regulations. Known 
conventionally as a 'tachograph’ us 1971. 3 a baby, especially an 
illegjfimate oneuK ms 
squealers noun bacon (4; @3 
squeegee cop noun in E 

undercover officer posing as someone offering lo clean 
wmdsefisgnf in stopped traffic iftffrffSlpcatch■seat-tpglt-vibMlQB; 

CANADA, 2002 

squeegee man noun a street-corner hawker of car windscreen 
washing services l/k 2®z 

squeegienoun i ur per n h 1 pele rut of touch with 
current fashions and trends. Youth usage os, 1949 
squeeze noun 1 a pariner in romance. A shot lenmg of main squeeze 
(a man's primary romantic partner)os 1980. 2a benefit; an advan¬ 
tage uk 2000. 3 in prison, a prisoner's application or request which 
is favourably deall with uk 1996. 4 a light sentence of imprisonment 
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uk 1996. 5 extortion or graft us. um ► put the squeeze on 
someone ► the 

squeeze permission to enter uk 1996 
squeeze verb 1 to recount or tell something us. 1947. 2 in poker, to 
surround a player with two confederates whose collusive betting 
tactics relieve thte middle- player of his bankroll and drivft him 
from the game us 1949. 3 while playing cards, to look only at the 
very edge of a card us. i%z. ► squeeze (her) easy to slow down 
a truck us. we. ► squeeze a lemon; squeeze the lemon to 
drive through a traffic ight as it changes from yellow to red us. 

1993. ► squeeze one out to fart; to defecate; of a male, to 
► squeeze the breeze 10 close a car 
window us we. ► squeeze the cheese lo (art us. was. 

► squeeze the lemon to .urinate- uk 1934. ► squeeze your 
head; squeeze to defecate uk. 1934 
squeeze box noun 1 in iccordion 1 on -in Musicians' slang uk 
me. 2 in greyhound racing, the numbei five starting position (the 
yellow box) AUSTRALIA. 1989 


squeeze off verb to are a shot from a gun us. i 9 S 6 
squeezers noun dice that have been squeezed out of shape in a vice 
for use by chfffis US is® 
squeeze up verb to ejaculate ok 1974 

squeezings noun i ge 1 irmed 1 1 li< ui< eth 1 >1 and saturated cal¬ 
cium acetate solution; when ignited, the alcohol in the gel burns. 
Used as a source of fuel in portable cooking stoves-and as a 
source of aifiwl for truly desperate derelicts %frD’ squeeze the gef- 
through sponges andodfeltbe liquid pfew 
squib noun la 2 levision and fi Im 

industries, a small explosive charge that simulates being struck by 
a bullet us, 1990. 3 in target shooting, a hand-loaded cartridge that 
does not fully detonate us 195 z. 4 a slow racehorse Australia, 1915 
squib verb i 2 to fire a gun to 

frighten rather than' to wound canaoa, 1999 
squidnounia eriou I li 1 I liligent student us, 1987. 2 a 
despicable, spineless person 05. 1974 3 an inexperienced, unskilled 
motorcyclist Perhaps from the image of flailing arms us. 2002. 4a 
US Navy sailor From the perspective of the US Marines us, 1991. sa 
fisherman us 19/9. s a Japanese person who is. acking in all social 
skills Hawaiian youth usage; highly insu ting us. 1932. zone pound 
sterling. (£ 1 ) A play on quid uk 1997 
squid verb to study hard us. i98i 

squidge verb 1 0 make a 

sucking noise. Originally Isle of Wight dialect os England, mi. 2 in 
tiddlywinks, to shoot a wink with an oyersized wifnk us, 1977 
squidgy black noun a variety of marijuana uk im 
squidjigger noun in Canada 1 residen he Maritime Provinces 

CANADA. 1978 

squiffed off adjective annoyed; angry^;. ^; 
squiff out verb I ( isciousn 11 e 'ill of excessive 
Cdmurniption of alcohol us ss 

squiffy adjective chunk Probably from skew-whiff (at the wrong 
angle) uk m 

squigg noun a prank us. m 

squiggle noun a hide (~) on a computer keyboard us. 1991 

squiggles noun /writing in 

the Arabic script us. 1991 

squiggly noun i sexual ittracti man Bermuda, rass 
squillionaire noun a raujtismiilionaire&/<, szs 
squinch-eyed adjective with eyes half closed us, m6 
squinchy adjective very small Bahamas, jsfe, 
squint noun 1 a look; a glance 1 ener II | irased have a squint at 1 
uk 1673 . 2 in the car sales biisiness, tinted glass us, 1953. 3 a person 


► on the squint 

on the look-out for something us. 1970 
squire noun used as a familiar form of address to a man uk mi 
squirm seat noun the chair in In 1 itnesse it in a courtroom 

US. 1962 

squirrel noun 1 a reckless driver who weaves in and out of traffic US. 

1962. 2 a drug addict who hides drug portions for future use us. 1957 
squirrel verb 1 to smoke co m mari lan ind phencyclidine, the 
recreational drug known as PCP or ange dust ll makes you nuts; 
squirrels like nuts 2 n he ra 1 1 limb up the side 

<jf-a poach is; szz 


squirrel cage noun 

bracket used for supporting a conductor us, raso 
squirrel trap noun the vagina uk 2001 
squirrely adjective 1 quiring and 

hoarding amphetamine us. 1989 . 2 in motorcyle racing, difficult to 
control or out of control us. 1973 

squirt nouni a person who is small in stature, character or both us. 
ms. 2 twenty-five cents or twenty-five dollars US, 1951. 3 in the car 
Sales business, wtnfj5cr@en.£]esner os jm 
squirt verfc in pool, lo strike the cue ba off centre producing a 
course In the opposite direction proportional to the degree to 
which the ball ► squirt it into the air 

to test an idea by bringing 1; up before a group and asking for 
comments as 1974 

squirt brakes noun hyS#a|C brakes us, im 
squirter noun a scene in a pornographic film oi photograph 
depicting a man ejaculating us 1995 
squirt racing noun drag racing Os, 1993 
squishy ud/ecfiVe forgetful. Teen slang as, 1951 
squit noun an insignificant person. Probably cognate with squirt ay 

squits; the squitsnoun diarrhoea. A shortening of squitters ay mi 

squitters noun diarrhoea. From obsolete dialect squitter (to squirt) 

squiz; squizz noun a brief look; a peek Australia, 1913 

squiz; squizz verb to have a brief look. I rom British dialect (Devon) 

AUSTRALIA, 1941 

squulch verb.tQ CfUStt BARBADOS, 1965 

Sri Lanka noun item II ind lual. Rhyming slang for 
wanker, apparently inspired by the Sri Lankan cricket team uk 1998 
SRO standing room only; completely sold-outas, 1890 
SS noun 1 an injection of drugs into the skin, avoiding a vein. An 
initialism of 'skin shot' as 1938 2 the Department of Social Security 
fDSS, previously OH5S) An qWsJbs, hard to togs pun on Nazi 
storm-troopers uk m 

ssss... noun an informer From the hi ng ound of a snake (an 
informer) uk, im 

ssstoned adjective i i icated 1 1 11 irijuan Extends stoned to 
demonstrate the effects of taftrijuana uk 1999 
stab noun 1 a sin 1 111 1 Mi e of ratch 1 manipulation of a 

record to create a musical effect) uk 2002. 2 a victim of a knife fight 
as, 1985. ► have a stab; make a stab at to attempt; to guess as, 

stab verb 1 to disparage someone with profanity ( is. 2001. 2 in pool, to 
"(fiit the cue ball with enoq§!iJi?p|fin so that it stops immediately 
after the object ball uk m3 
stable noun 1 a group of pro itute ilia 1 mingle pimp or 
madam as 1937. 2 a group oi 'slaves' in the control of or at the 
disposal of, a dominatrix; a collection of masochists in the contrail 
of a sadist as, m>. 3 by exleiisioi 1, a group oi people working for 
someone uk 1942. 4 a house or apartment as 2000 








stable | stamp 


616 


stable verb (used ipimp)t indi e pr titute to join other 
prostitutes him'-OS w® 

stable boy's favourite noun a controlled throw of dice onto a dirt 
surface us, 1974 

stable of lace noun the prostitutes associated with one pimp us, 1977, 
stable sister noun one prostitute in relation to the other prostitutes 
in a pimp's stable us, m72 
'stache noun a moustache us, 19© 

stack nouni in .11 11 emblage ud peakers uk rase. 

2 in pool, ihe ba Is assemb ed inside the rack before a game us 
1977. 3 In pool, the clustered pack of balls left at the foot of the 
table after the first shot of the game us, 1990. 4 a package of 
marijuana cigarettes us. 1951 , 5 one thousand dollars us 2002. 

6 money us. 1997. 7 in trucking, .1 smokestack from ihe truck engine 
us. 1971. 8a large amount of something us, im 
stack verb 1 to era 1 ehicle/u 1 1 2 to earn a lot of 

money us, 1997. ► stack on a blue to begin a fight Australia, 1944. 
► stack on a turn ► stack on 

an act to kick up a fuss Australia. 197,2 
stack away verb r< > e it r drn hearti 7 \ua. i960 
stacked adjective i i ng large I i metimes intensified 
ryvith phrases such as 'stone to the bone' or rhymed as in 'stacked 
and packed' (the name of a photographic calendar produced by 
former Nixon operative G, Gordon Liddy, featuring nearly naked 
women holding guns) us 1942. 2 muscular us 2002. 3 used of prison 
sentences, consecutive, not concurrent us i «. 4 well-provided; 
wealthy UK„mt 

stackhat noun a dash ms 

stack it verb to brag or hr I 1 1 1 1 r- 1 

stacks noun 1 a large amount us 1892. 2 a lot of intimate activity with 
the opposite sex uk 3 in hot rodding, ,111 exhaust system us. 


argreup of waves; a group of surfers or 


stackup nc 

US, 1977 

stack up verb on the railways, to have a collision us, 1977 

staff noun ► go to work without a staff (of a female) tb 
masturbate us 2001. ► meet the staff to have sex. Punning on 
'staff (a tong stick/weapon/personnel) as 'penis' us.imt 
stag noun 1 at a social function, a man without a date us. 1905. 2 a 
male at a stag party A back-formation from stag party (a party for 
men only) uk. 2003. 3 a pornographic film An el iptical form of stag 
movie us; 1966. 4 guard duty Military ui 1943. 5 amyl or butyl nitrite. 
Possibly derived from a brand marketing the drug as a male sex- 
aid uk ms. 6 the butt end of a cigarette us, 2002 
stag dinner noun 1 in il il innerf iturir exual entertain- 
-*■ in the form of pornographic films, dancers and/or prostitutes 


jUSi T8 


stag do; stag night; stag no 


ncial event,fw frtftsprtly. After 


stage vert 1 to single me ie it in front fa rowd us. 2004. 2 in 
drag racing, to bring the front wheels of a car to the starting line 
preparatory to starting the race us, m 

stage door Johnny noun tage door for 

an actress us. m2 

stage fright noun a light atefSbyrningiSiang uKmp' 
stage mother noun 1 , I ,, >ii I 1 ig i mother who coaches their 
* jhild in answering questions from a doctor and who has a 
preconceived notion of the diagnosis and appropriate treatment 

stage name noun a criminal's alias us, 19507 
stage stop noun a truck stop. A jocular comparison to the days of 
stage coaches us 1976 

stag fight noun an amateur, extr II 1 II ing match us, 1955 
stag film noun a pornographic film us,.txr 
stag flick noun a pornographic ftev us. me 


stagged-off pants noun ilumbia, 

trousers cut off short Canada, 1939 

stagger soup noun whisky us, 1977: 

stagger-through; stagger noun an early and rough attempt at 

rehearsing an entire piece of work 'I leatrical uk raw 
stag line noun at a dance, a line of men without dates, waiting to 

stag movie noun a pornographic film made for and enjoyed by men 

US, 1960 

stag party noun r party for men onl isual 1 raised to view 
pornography, tell sexual jokes and/or be entertained by strippers or 

stain noun 1 1 mpliole per n icirlered Irom wank stain 

staining noun the bleed period of the menstrual cycle uk 1951 
stair-dancer noun a thiel ho | nil ffice buildings with 
multi pie floors new Zealand, tsss 

stake noun 1 mone needed t inar - ra enterprise or to contrib¬ 
ute as a share 10 finance an enterprise us, i/js. 2 in gambling 
arete, ifnortey us, 19& 

stake verb to provide someone with money or other needed 
tetarepipB; im 

staked out adjective tired of a necessary but tedious task Barbados, 

stake driver noun on the railways, an engineer in the engineering 
department US, im 

stakehorse noun in pool, a person who financially backs the wagers 
sf a professional player us, 1990 

stake-out noun an act of covert surveillance on a stationary target 


stakey adjective anxiou jumj nil Neus.i96s 

stal; stallie noun rn and/or stalagmite formation. 

A cavers' and pot-holers' term uk 19m 
Stalin Hill noun a bill within the punch bowl basin, occuped by 
'"':|lorth Korean and Chinese troops during the Korean war. Also 
refers to hills in North Vietnam and Prague statue of 

- jftalin from 1955 to ®>oS, is® 

stalk noun 1 the per pr 111 hen in a state of erection uk 197,1. 
2 man's obvious sexua appetite; courage; impudence. Extended 
from ihe previous sense uk 1977. 3 a plastic sheath used for medi¬ 
cal examination! of (he rectu : nS#fe^vD, 1994 
stalks noun the teg? US, 1972 

stall noun a pickpocket's confederate who distracts the victim ijk 1591 
stall verb 1 to make excuses; to play for time uk 1329. 2 in pool, to 
lfrjgrtiOf@!ly mtssa^botor lose a gameje&pf 
stallion noun an attractive, sensual woman, especially a tall one us, 

stall the ball! stop! Ireland, 1999 

stall the digger! stop! Ireland, iM 

stall walker noun 1 lorse r 1 1 1111 us j key who paces 

before a race. Alpm originally for a racehorse pacing in the stall 

Stamford Hill cowboy noun 1 th I le ish resident in the 
Stamford Hill/Stoke Newington area of north London. From the 
wide-brimmed black hart that is conventionally worn and the 
consequent image created by a group withrtfie surt behind them 

stammer and stutter noun butteb RbyWring slang uk mi 
stamper noun a shoe OK rs&jj, 

stamping ground noun a 

stamp on verb to adulterater,drug uk m3 
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Stan and Ollie | stash pad 


Stan and Ollie noun n umbrella. Rhymin Ian for brolly, formed 
on the names of'fiifttcomedians Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy uk. 

stand verb in blac I li iccepl ir hand it! ut any further 
cards us, mo. ► stand for nettling us rare 

stand-about noun it so literal as 

to be almost conventional india, 2002 
stand-at-ease noun 1 hee e H mir hi hi ill nilitar 
eurfent Charing Word War 1 uk ms 

stand by for a ramming! in that trouble 

is impending ys, 1994 

stand from under noun thunder Rhyming siaog .@Ci969 
stand on it to accelerate a car to full speed us mo 
stand on me believe me-.UK, is& 

stand-over noun 

standover verb to intimli ite < ne ne with the threat of violence 

AUSTRALIA, 1939 

standover man noun a i mi 1111 i i e intimidation; a thug 

AUSTRALIA, 1939 

standover merchant noun a criminal who uses intimidation a 

thUg/tUS7WU-/4 1944 

stand-read noun n act of ing and i magazines, 
newspapers, etc where they are displayed on a vendor's shelves,-A 
subtle form of theft uk, 1999 

stand-to-attention noun 1 pensior Rhyr it line originally 
military ) ,p'S?i^^ from the early part of C20and used exclusively 
off&srtiiitaiy pension; now in wider use uk. mi 

stand up verb 1 1 1 ill 1 keef .I ap; intment or romantic 

engagement with someone us, 1902. 2 lo refuse to co-operate when 
'Questioned by the poliei”|o withstand pressure to confess us, mi 
stand-up adjective i loyal lo 1 I dependable. 

Perhaps from boxing, where a stand-up fight was one in which the 
lighters stood up to each without flinching or evasion. The ulfS? * 
mate praise in the world of organised crime us, mi. 2 solid; pure 

stand-up adverb describing someone's play in pool, at your true skill 
liyel, not below it us, 1993 

standy-up ad/ect/Ve used of an on-your-feet position or posture uk 

stang noun prospective goods to be stolen us, ms 
Stang noun a Ford Mustang <0$ 

stankuountlo mill I - Usual 11 I 1 il 1 1 I is. im ►get 
your stank on (from a female perspective) to have sex. 

Reclaiming stank h 11 I 1 men uk 2002 
stanky adjective bad-spiQdihff us. i9so 

Stanley noun 1 a Pole or Po ish-American. Coined in Chicago us m2. 
2an industrial knife with a retractable blade, often used as a 
discreet weapon. Although similar tools are manufactured by 
many other companies, the Stanley brand provides-tfte'generic 
identity t/?i ©97 

Stanley knife noun j wife f 1 1 nn Ian 1 ned from a 
proprietary cutting tool that is a generic for such tools uk ms 
stanza noun in horse racing, a single race us mi 
star noun 1 cocaine I" ill 1 1 1 rtening stardust (cocaine) us, 

2003. 2 methcathinone ui 2a 3.1 prisoner serving a first custodial 
sentence uk re%. 4 an asterisk sign (*) on a computer keyboard us 
1991. s man; used as a general form of address West Indian, hence 
. -|®< black. Also spelt 'starr 1 Jamaica, ms 
starch noun semen us, i%7 

stardust noun 1 cocaine us /■*./. 2 phencyclidine. Recorded as a 
%ur«* PCP alias' us, 

starfish noun the anus. A visual pun uifyj&t 

starfish trooper noun 1 . nosexual. An illusion to anal sex 

based on starfish (the anus), playing on the popular science 
fiction image of a starship trooper new Zealand, 2002 


starfucker noun anyone who seeks to provide free sexual services to 
Vf @e famou$;-beh.ce, an ingratiating hanger-on of anyone if® 
p^Srity status uk im 

star gazer noun 1 on the rail 1 I 1 1 1 11 1 ho has misread 
oncoming signals us, m.. 2 in horse racing, a horse that holds its 
head too high- uk 1943 

star grade noun in the US military, the rank of general us ns2 

stark bollock naked adjective .. 1 4-1 An amended 

spelling of earlier 'stark baliock naked', 192 tuK 19m 
stark bollocky; stark bollocky naked; stark ballocky adjective 

totally naked Australia, mn 
starkers adjective totally naked new Zealand, 1923 
stark mother naked adjective totate naked MJSim.iA, mz 
stark staring bonkers adjective uttpr^ mad uk 2001 
starlight hotel noun sleeping in the open air at night new Zealand, 

stars noun LSD. From the design printed on the dose uk ms 

Starship Enterprise noun n iiium 1 1 im In the cult 
televison series Star Trek (1966 -69) and sequels, the Starship 
miter prise is a means 'to boldly go' exploring space - simply a 
rocket for the next generation uk 2001 

Starsky and Hutch; starsky noun the crotch. Rhymin u 
formed from a 1JS television pi In e-action-adventure series, 
1976-81 W, isos 

star’s nap verb to borrow s iney. Rhyming 

slang for tap uk mi 

star-spangled powder noun cocaine uk ms 
start rerti to star! your menstrual period us, 2001. 2 to act as if you 
want a fight Ireland. 1998 

starter noun a gambler hired by a casino to gamble and thereby 
create tfttftest in a game us, 1977 
starter cap noun a condom, lo stop anything starting us, 1996 

starters noun 2002. ► for 

starters to begin witfi«u9S9 

starting juice noun pressurised ether in spray - an, used to spray 
In the carburettor to help start a car that is not Inclined to start us. 


startler noun 

star up verb 111 i ii pri ner n fuming 21 ) to be 
transferred to an adult prison uk m6 
starver noun a saveloy Australia, 1941 

starve the crows! used (01 expr in 1 up rise Australia, 1918 
starve the lizards! 1 . 1 |i g 1 nrprise Australia. 1927 

starve the mice! 1 tralia, m2 


starving Armenians noun used as an example when parents urge 
children to finish their dinner There are endless variations on the 

starving days noun the fir - m >r luctive lay ofa project A 
logger term that survived the end of mass ogging us ms 

stash noun 1 a h na; the hiding 

place itself us. 1942. 2 m the illeg; I production of alcohol, a cache of 
alcohol us, 1974. 3 ill-gotten or illicit goods kept in a hidden store 
uk 1914. 4 a person’s hiding place us. 1927. 5 a room, apartment or 
hous tvs 1946 

stash verb in M I II 2 (used ofa 

prostitute)'to retain some of your earnings and nptturn them 
over to your pimp as 1939 

stash apartment noun an apartment where drugs are hidden us 

stash catcher noun n err 1 iru I iler hose job it is to 

retrieve supplies of drugs that are jettisonapl the event OF a- 
police raid us, urn 


stash pad noun room partment r house where someone 
fijdes tMfrdrugs uk m3 
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stat noun i a statistic. Usually used in the plural us. mi. 2 a statutory 
tenant uk m3. 3 methcathinone us 2003 
statch adjective statutory us, m 

state nouni a dirty, ill-kempt or poorly preserved condition uk 1:379. 

2 a condition of excitement; agitation; anxiety; a state of 
drunkenness ut 1 3 a state prison us mi 

State and Perversion nickname T Ch'cago, Hie intersection of State 
and Crtyt^b Streets us mss 
state college noun a state prison, us, 
state electrician noun the executioner in state using 
electrocution- in ;fhe electric chair for capital punishment us m2 
Stateful adjective in a nervous or exc'led concflion, ‘in a state". Teen 
slang uk , 2003 

State of Maine bankroll noun a bankrol made from a real note 
folded around paper cut to the shape of currency us, nrs 
state-of-the-monte adjective state of the art, using up-to-date tech¬ 
nology, Formed with the full monte (everything) uk 1999 
state-raised adjective aid 1 1 1 11 11 h ra pent most of his 

lifeipeiBetatedus 1992 

States noun ► the States in Alaska, all states except Alaska us raw 
stateside adjective of the US; American us. 
state time noun 1 pri n sentence served in a state prison. More 
serious than time in county, and within the state jurisdiction' as 
opposed to federal jurisdiction us, ms 
statey noun a state highway troop,® 

Static noun 1926 

stationery noun free ticket i i ithleti r entertainment event 

stations of the cross a police lactic in which a person who has 
been arrested is moved from one precinct to another in farad 
iticcession, making it impossible for filmlocated and bailed 
Jiff %■ his friends and family us, 1992 

Stave noun 1984 

staving drunk adjective very drunk. This phrase has lasted past the 
time when alcoho came only in barrels (although swish still does) 

CANADA, 1999 

stay vert to reside us, 1973 ► stay awake to use amphetamines or 
methamphetamine continuous v A vague euphemism us. ra®. 

► stay loose to remain calm us 1959 
stay and pray verb in poker, to stay in a hand with a large amount 
of money bet, hoping foi a particular card to lie drawn to improve 
your hand us rass 

stay-awake noun other central 

nervous system stimulant us 1993 

stay-behind adjective t to opera . erritory. CIA Director 

Allen Dulles formed 'Operation Stay llftihd’' shortly after World 
War 2, gliding a wide netwjbtjfcbf antkfommunist guerrillas - 
including many former Nazis - who would fight behind the lines 
in the event of a Soviet invasfoff of Europe us im 
stayer noun 1 in poker, a hand that warrants staying in the game but 
not raising the bel us. 1949. 2 in horse racing, ,1 horse that performs 
well in longer distance races us, rats 
stay-home sauce noun food or drink made wrtb ingredients- 
believed to instil sexua fidelity or attraction Guyana, m2 
stay-out noun in prison, a confrontational tactic in which prisoners 
refuse for return to their Wlbus, 19/6 
stay out of the Koolaid! mind your own business' us. 1995 
stay put lo remain in place, to stay where you are os; m3 
stay up used as a farewell usjm§. 
stay-wag noun a station wagon us,, imt 
St Cat's noun n Montreal, Ru rtherin 1 da 2002 

STD grab bag noun a person who has had many sexual partners 
and A likely, therefore, lo be a source 01 sexually transmitted 
disease uk, 2003 


steady noun a steady bOyfrMdfor girlfriend us, 1897 
steady Eddie noun a re able, dependable, trustworthy person us. 2003 
Steak and Kidney noun S .urey. fchyming slang Australia, 1905 
steak and kidney pie noun the eye. Rhyming slang us i960 
steak drapes noun the vaginal labia. A play on beef curtains uk, 199s 
steal noun something cheap or made available at a cheaper cost us 
1944 

steal verb in poker 1 1 1 1 1 1 ith an inferior hand either 

through superior bluffing ski s or poor estimation by other players 
us, 1979. ► steal someone blind lo mh someone of everything. 
An illiterate van ill n of 'rot meone blind ► steal the 

ante in pokei 1 I 1 ly early in a 1 ml driving out 
other players and leaving a pot consisting mostly of the buy-in 
antes us, 197s. ► steal the show in a public display, to outshine 
.'fffoer performers, to gain: mosfkapplause us, 132$ 

stealth bomber nickname I after the 

nickname of the US Air Force's B- 2 - Spirit, which is used here to 
imply invisible strength and a great power to inflict damage UK 2002 
steam noun 1 alcohol Australia. 1941. 2 hashish Canada, 2002. 3 in sports 
betting, a flurr ►not 

give the steam off your turds; not give the steam of your 
piss expresses an absolute refusa to give or Ire generous. The 
predominate style is 'off, rather than 'of. The term employed for 
appropriate bodily excretions may be as variedasftfte user's 
vocabulary; 'steam off youn.iftft? is a familiar example uk 2000 
steam verb in gambling, to he; increasingly larger amounts of 
money in a losing effort to recoup recurring losses us ms 
steam and cream; steam job noun dsftfjg'the iWHBam war, afodBi 
and sex with a prostitute us, m9 
steamboat noun a cardboard tube or box with a hole for a 
marijuana cigarette and a hole for inhaling, used to trap the 
amoks us 1*7 

steamboats adjective 1 ling 

slang from Steamboat Willie, the 1928 animated film that 
introduced Mickey Mouse uk 2000. 2 drunk uk Scotland, 19% 
steame noun a steamed hot dog Canada, 2001 
steamer noun 1 a member of a youth gang taking part in a 
steaming attacl 2 in 1 1 racir th 1 e that attracts 

heavy betting on the morning of a race, at a time before the odds 
being offered by bookmakers are reduced uk mi. 3 an act of oral 
sex performed on a man uk x> 4a hon osexual man, especially 
•One who seeks passive partners. Ultimately from steam tug (a 
mug) uk 1958 . 5 a prostitute's c 'em uk 2002. s a gambler who 
increases the size of his bets allei osingus, 1 x -. 7,1 drinking 
session uk Scotland, ms. 8 a full wetsuit covering the torso, legs 
and armsALOTWM ms 

steam invert to engage in an activity, especially fighting, with absol¬ 
ute asmmitment uk mi 


steaming noun youth g; 


activity involving fobbing and escaping 


steaming adjective 1 11 I 1 mini nsifier 2 drunk uk 2002 

steaming demon noun any large car uk mi 

steam packet noun a jacket Rhyming sbngBS; wsz 
steampigged adjective drunk pca^- 
steam-powered adjective obsolete us, mi 

steamroller noun 1 a thick hand-rolled cigarette new Zealand, 1953. 2 a 
bowler hat. Rhyming slang. Glossed as: 'A dying 'pteee sifriply 
because the headwear of the typical city gent is a thing dffjSf. 
past* by Ray Pulley, Cockney Rabbit, 1992 uk ras? 
steam tug; steamer noun a fool; a victim. Rhyming slarig for mug 

steeazick noun a marijuana cigarette us 1947 

steel noun a pistol A variation of the more common 'iron' us, 1993. 

► off the steel 1 

steel and concrete cure noun 1 he rdden and mplete depri¬ 
vation efefotsfoajgiled drug addict, who suffers intensely us. rft® 
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steel beach | stick 


steel beach noun the deck of an aircraft carrier or other warship 
when u-ssehfef recreational purposes us. ib82 
steel door noun i i i ital-admittir I ician ho admits only the 
sickest patients us. 1994 

steelie noun a ball t tring used in a game of marbles us. razs 
steeliesnoun steel-toed boots, especially those made by Doc Marten 


steel pot noun the.lit tr 1 in< u hi ue 11-1 helmet. Vietnam 

war usage us tm 

steely noun 1 a steel guitar uk 1x7. 2 in trucking, a brake made with 
a magnesium-steel brake shoe in a steel drum us. 1971 
steen noun an imaginary large numtef us. 1900 
Steep adjective 1 r I - - S r- I US 7856 2 sought 

by the police; wanted us, 1995 

steer noun ► all a steer can do is try said to justify, humbly, an 
attempt to dr; the seemingly impossible Canada, 1987 
steer verb in confidence ndle i lirect the infederate(s) who 
wiihswincfle the victim us, m 

steerage noun economy class on a commercial airliner us, 2002 
steerer noun a per n h irects potential cust mer to an illegal 
enterprise us, ism 

steerman noun 1 who identifies 

potential victims and directs them into the swindle us 1993. 2 in 
tandem surfing, .the person towards ®gf«ar Of the surfboard us, 

steeze noun a person's image or slyle us, 2003 

Steffi Graf; Steffi noun 1 a laugt. Ian formed from the 

name of the German tennis champion (b 1969) uk, 199s. 2a bath. 
Rhyming slang, based chile name of the German tennis player 
Steffi Graf (b.1969)u« ms. 3 half an ounce, especially of drugs. 
Rhyming slang uk 2003 
steggies noun steroids uK;a#?: 

Steinienouna bottle of Stelnlager™ beer new Zealand. ms 
Stella blue noun 1 1 fmariji ina II named after a 1973 

song by the Grateful Dead; it seems life all this life / Was just a 
dream / Stella Blue / Stella uk 199s 
stellar adjective m g i< A conventional adje e lendered slangy 
through attitude, pronunciation and application to objects such as 
hamburgers us, im 

Stella the Steno noun used as a personification of the stereotypical 
female office worker us, i9x 

stem noun 1 a m 11 i i i i ird, esf iall me tiequented by 
tramps, prostitutes, pimps, and their ilk os. 1914. 2 the dominant 
culture in a sociely An abbreviation of 'system' us. 1995. 3 the 
penis us, 1972. 4 a railway track us, 1 946. 5 a laboratory pipelte used 
to smoke crack cocaine us m2. ► on the stem performing or 
inclined to perform oral sex on a man us, mi, ► up against the 
stem addicted 1 n 1 1 irijuana 1 n tei 1 (the non- 

smokeable part of the marijuana plant) uk i« 
stem verb to beg on the street us, ms 
stemmer noun a beggar ag sfe 

stems noun 1 the legs uk m0. 2 marijuana An example of bad 
meaning 'good'; the non-srhoteable part of the plant is here 
adopted as a name for the sots 

stenchel noun n 1 la e iter 1 round ginger, t< go on porridge 
pr as, a drink in the field Canada, mss 
stench trench noun the vagina uk,w? 
stencil noun a thinfagtilong marijuana cigarette t& mo 
stenked adjective dtuhkmsSpefrMtp, 
steno noun a stenographer us moe 

stenographer noun in a deck of playing cards, a queen us, mss 

step verb ► step on ► step on 

the gas; step on it tn hun 0 accelera ften used as an 
imperative. Originally applied just to motor vehicles, the 'it' is 
the accelerator pedal us mo. ► step on your dick to commit 


a self-damaging act us isso. ► step on your meat to engage in 
self-defeating conduct us cm ► step up to the plate to rise to 
a challenge. From the image of a batter in baseball coming up to 
bat us. mm 

Stephenson's rocket noun i; I 1 111 _ ; formed from 

the early locomotive UK ms 

Stepin Fetchitnoun ir ilack | 1 ho currie favour with whites 

through obsequious behaviour After the stage name of Lincoln 
Theodore Monroe Perry ( 1902 - 85 ), a black actor known for his 
_@|n portrayal of stereotypical black minstrel characters us, is* 
step off verb to go away us, m3 

stepper noun 1 1 11 titut pr ni u 1 man us, 7953. 2 a 
gunman Jamaica, inn ► up the steps; up the stairs on trial. 

The accused goes up the steps/stairs from the cells into the court 

step to verb to get into affight us. ms 
step up verb to start a fight Us. 2001 

stern-wheeler noun the passive participant in anal sex us, 1979 
Steve Canyon noun hi igl - pilot ietnam ir usage, alluding to 
the name of a comic strip popular in the US In the 1950 s and 60 s 

Steve McQueen’s noun jeans. Rhyming slang UK 2002 
Stevie Wonder noun thunder f 1 1 ling lang, f lined from the 
name Of the US singer and musician (b. 195 Q) uk 7998 
stew noun 1 an awkward position; an agitated condition uk isos. 2 a 
state of alcot 10I intoxication us, ms. 3 a drunkard us, mso. 

4 nitroglycerin used lo blow open a safe us, 7949. 5 an airline flight 
attendant A shortened! ®(n of'stewardess' us, tm 
stew verb ► stew in your own juice to endure the consequences 
of your actions uk. ms 

stewards'; steward's noun an nfomnal investigation of any situ¬ 
ation Reduced from 'stewards inquiry’ (an authorised investi- 
gation by the offieialS who control horse racing) uk j999 
Stewart Granger noun d m er. Rhyr rin hi 1 lined from the 
'rwnstjf the prrtiSh film actor uk m2 
stew bum; stewbum noun an alcoholic derelict us, m2 
stewed adjective drunk. Another drunk synonym, first recorded by 
Benjamin Franklifiiji'7737 
stewed prune noun a tufle, ItHfMnjljslang uk. 1979 
stewie noun an alcoholic;^ ms 

St. Gapour noun in Quebec, the alcoholic mixed drink best known 
VfSa Singapore Sting Canada, j$& 

stick noun i ability in pool us, mo. 2 a cigarette. Indian English India, 
1979. 3 marijuana uk 2003. 4 phencyclidine, the recreational drug 
known as PCP or angel dust uk. 2001. 5 a truncheon; a riot baton. In 
-ji^lice and prison-service use; narrowing but continuing the sdfife 
as 'cudgel', which has been in recorded use since 1377 us, 1929. 6 a 
burglar's pry-bar uk 1879. 7 a clarinet A shortened form of liquorice 
stick its, 7946. 8 a handgun Recorded in use August 2002 uk i7si. 

9 10 11 1 1 horse racing, 

the whip used by jockeys us out,. 12 a pool player us. 1990. 13 the 
game of pool us 1 14 el of rule >r game of pool us, 7990. 

15 criticism, especial y harsh criticism A softening of the sense 'to 
beat with a stick' ijk 1942. 16 violent punishment; a severe 
reprimand. Originally 'the stick' (a beating With a stick) uk isss. 

17 harsh or extreme demands made of a motor engine. Usually as 
'give it (some) stick'; dertveftiffern the sense of the 'cane', as 
'punishment' 1 is a manual 1 1 it ir transmission. A 

shortened form of'slick shift’ us, mo. 19 in drag and motor racing, 
tyre traction s 20 r power us. 

1992. 21 a per 1 1 1 | - F 11 U 22 i hgl iter pilot us, 

1986. 23 a prostitute us. 1972. 24 one thousand dollars. Probably an 
evolution of yard us, 197s. 25 in circus or carnival, a person playing 
a game or concession with the house's money in an attempt to 
attract other patrons to play us, mso >see: belly-stick. ► give it 
stick; give it some stick 1 ly, and to the 

utmost uk, is ► give stick; give some stick to energetically 
criticise someone; to inflict physica damage on something or 
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someone UK low. ► had the stick to be ruined or irreparably 
broken; to be finished Australia, ioso. ► up the stick piegnar. 

AUSTRALIA, 1941 

stick verb i 2 to inject a drug 

us, m2. 3 to punch or hit someone us u 4 (from the male 
perspective) to have sex us. 1972. 5 to tolerate or endure someone 
or something 1 6 burd 1 imeone ► stick a hit 

u S'mwh:swing lo nr Incvc mp'cr.r'vt.- I tfgu; wucu unmug m 
1995. ► stick beef > have sex Bahamas, m2. 

► stick fat 1 97. 

► stick in promise land for s with a prison 

sentence. Prison use ► stick it up lo real someone 

unfairly Australia. 1974. ► stick like shit to a blanket to adhere 
tenaciously uk, 19.%. ► stick one on someone to hit someone 

► stick to your knitting 

what you know how to do; in the business world, to avoid the 
temptation to diversify beyond your company's expertise us. 1991. 

► stick with k < 1 1 1 Hi ' 11 1 nr 1 endure; to remain 

faithful to someone or something uk isos. ► stick your neck 
out to take -ft risk us, me 

stick ► stick your bib in nterfen to meddle Australia, 1952 
stickability noun perseverance us, r m 

stick and stone; stick noun I i Rhymir lang, generally plural 

stick book noun a pornographic book or magazine Australia, i %7 
stick bun noun a son. Rhyming slang uk, 1992 
sticker noun 1 a knife uk sc 2 a warrant or bill of detainer us. raze. 
3a prisoner who is remanded in custody pending a court 
appearance uk. mr 

stick for verb to charge 1.. for omething uk mi 

stick hall noun a pool RSoffi us 1958 

stick horse noun in horse racin I e th it runs best with some 
encouragement frarfi-tte.jockey and whip us, bm 
stickie nickname d member of the 'official' IRA and Sinn Fein 

stick Indian noun 1 ba ds Indian Canada, 19. 
sticking out adjective good; fashionable uk m3 
stick-in-the-mud noun meon I resist hange uk 1733 
stick it up your arse!; stick it in your ear!; stick it up your 
jumper! expressions oi contemptuous rejection us, 19W 
stick magnoun 1 in raj li n izin ralia m2 
stickman noun 1 pid I- ioj fter ther petty criminal's 
-acfiQfriplice who is passed the stolen goods, and also impedes any 
pursuit. West Indian slang uk mi. 2 a marijuana smoker us, /■«-. 

3,r sexually active heterosexual male who prides himself on his 
Afkifjand prowess uk 
stick me with a fork - I'r 
in the face of a challenge u 

stick of rock noun he peni Rl.. lang 1 cock; a visual pun 

on a long pink sweet that is made to be sucked uk. 1992 
stick of tea noun marijuan prepare! ind mi e< n the fash n of 
Cigarette^S hck (a cigarette) with tea (marijuanSK&y. 

stick out verb t< rm 'stick out a mile'. 

Originally in conventiona use, colloquial or slang since mid-C19 
UK 1638. ► stick out like dog’s balls to be obvious; to stand out 
rpromi nently AUSTtiAm, im 

sticks noun i the countryside us. ms. 2 goalposts. Examples include 
football (soccer) and Australian Rules football \ustraua, rsz6. 3 skis; 
ski poles us, urn. 4 furniture us, nu, 5 good quality marijuana uk 

sticks and stones noun the game ofijjiaS. us, 1990 

sticksing noun I g UK, 1977 


i! used for expressing submission 


a place 

stick-up adjective engaged in e tobago, 1974 

stickup; stick-up noun 1 an armed hold-up us, 1904. 2 glue used in 
solvent abuse. A play on the conventional .ne of glue uk 1996 
stick up for verb (o champion or defend someone or something uk 

stick-up merchant noun an armed robber Australia, 2001 
sticky noun an im uisitive I h >rt foi stickybeak Australia, 1974 
sticky adjective i of a situation, incident, work, etc, unpleasant, very 
difficult, dangerous uk ms. 2 in trouble Barbados, nos. 3 ofa 
website, successful at attracting repeated or extended visits from 
Internet users uk 2003. 4 in vol eyball, said of .1 ball that is briefly, 
and ilii^all)^ 

stickybeak; sticky-beak noun 1 an overly inqusitive 

AUSTRALIA. 1920 . 2,111 inquisitive look AUSTRALIA, 1971 

stickybeak; sticky-beak verb to pry Australia, 1933 

sticky book noun | n raphi k or ma mueuK.2000 

sticky buns; the stickys noun dia rho a Rhyming slang for the 

sticky dog noun nich the sun is 

drying uk 1933 

sticky end noun ► come to a sticky end 1 (ofa (person) to end 
up in prison, or lo die an unpleasant (and unnatural) death; (thus, 
(Of an abstract or physical thing) to cease to.ekist, to be destroyed 
uk hut 2 to masturbate A pleasing pun Australia, w 84 
sticky end of the stick the least desirable part trinidad and tobago, 

sticky finger verb to shoplift us, 1970 
sticky-fingered adjective inclined to thievery uk im 

sticky fingers noun 1 2 

sticky-icky noun marljpanlfUS 2002 

sticky toffee noun coffee uk im 

sticky wicket noun 1 a tricky or uncertain situation. From the game 
of cricket the ball bounces unpredict; bly on a pilch that is drying 
out uk m2. 2 in croquet, ,1 difficult shot us, 1977 
stiff noun 1 a a 2 person who 

conforms us, 1998 3 111 any endeavour,disappointing, poor 
performer us, ms. 4a non-playei in a gambling establishment us. 
1979. 5 a poor tipper us 1974. 6 a disagreeable person who is likely to 
try to cheat us, J882. 7 a tramp; a hobo ur 1 ■ 8 in an illegal 
betting operation; a.(person who has agreed to pose as the head of 
/She operation to protect the actual head in the event of a police; 
raid and arrest 9 1 1 1 ill I player us 1993 10 in 

horse racing, a horse that is favoured to win but is not rid<tet> ifi; 
an effort to win us 1947. 11 in pool, the cue ball left with no easy 
shot '12 13 in the usage of 

te ephone swind ers, a payment by cheque us 1959. 14 a 
clandestine, letter; in prison, a letter smuggled into,,sufof.or 
between prisons 15 1 I 1 I 1 in ith a value of two, 

three, four, five or six Combined with a ten-point card, a card that 
leaves the player in limbo us. ;sx.s. ► the stiff money or 
correspondence to the benefit of a prisoner passed to a prison 
warder by a prisoner's friend or reta®%sts, mzs 
stiff verb it 0 refuse to pay 

someone us, isso. 2 to extort from someone uk ms. 3 to kill 
someone uk 1977. 4 (0 fail miserably us 199e. 5 (of a male) to have 
sex. Used in both the passive rand active forms UK Bar- 

Stiff adjective 1 I I I ll liquor, [ I III III fill Ited UK 1813 . 

2 drunk us 1 737. 3 excellent Bermuda 198s. 4 frustrated; out of luck. 
From earlier sense as brokeppenrtHess', 1898 Australian National 
Bie&bmrfi Australia, 'ipr 





621 


stiff | stir 


stiff adverb greatl ii “I ii 111 i ill I re and snare'. 

Upm 'stiff (dead) hence, here, 'to death'; always after the verjfcit 
modifies uk, tm 
stiff! tough luck! AUSfRALiA, Idas 

stiff-assed; stiff-arsed adjective I I a per n ho behaves in a 
superior mantlet and doesn't fWXiMth others u&iSffr 
stiff bikkies! used for expressing a lack of sympathy with a bad 
‘torn-Of events newtealand. 1992 
stiff Cheddar! tough luck! W ft 

stiff cheese! tough luck! auSMUa. 19/9 
stiffen the crows! heavens abcM&AU$w£)A 1932 
stiffen the wombats! heavens above! Australia, 1962 
stiff-eye verb to look at somer>ne ithout estab hung eye contact 
us. >964 

stiffie noun arfft^tipft Hew Zealand, 1995 
stiff luck noun bad luckytysTMtM, 
stiff one noun any Strong..dedhdte drink UK is ;3 
stiff shit! tough -Mp \O0WJA im 
stiff-toe gang noun the dead Bahamas, ms 
stiff turps noun bad \ucK00m.)A 1x0 
stiff upper lip noun 1 per nal 1 1 1 haracter ed as repressed 
emotion or quiet courage, and regarded as typically British. In early 
usSyou would 'carry' or 'keep' a stiff'upper lip; later use is mainly 
jocular or derisory. Although widely considered a stereotypical 
Pettish characteristic, actually tf US origin us ms 
stiff with adjective cl pad i, densel 1 1 < 1 < Hyperbole; orig¬ 
inally (from gfgk conventional use of'stiff uk mr 
stiffy noun 1 an ere 1 iriant tiffie' and 'stiff. uk 1980. 2 in 

snowboarding, a stiff-legged jumping manoeuvre us, ms. 3 an 
engraved invitation card. Upper-class society use; from the 
unbending quality of the card and the (stiff) formality of the 
occasion ok m2. 4 a computer disc I torn lire packaging south 

stifle reel; to ilen ursel - il mi 1 by the Archie 
Bunker character on the television series A& the Family ui-Wr 
still nickname a Falkland Islander uk. 2002 

still game noun a card game held on a regular basis with regular 
players us .®gs 

stillies noun stiletto shoes uk 200s 

stilt person; stilt people noun a 2<m 
stilts noun the.legS US 1945 

stim noun an empty bottle with a refundable deposit ok ms 

stimey noun 1 I II 1 1 I 1 11 I 1 1 dim: 

bag, a contraction of 'it's a dime/ os 2001 

stimp noun the leg uk 

stimp cover™™ 1 n km 1 In t timp (the leg) uk, 2002 

sting muni any 1 me that hieves its purr e by fraud or 
deception us, mo. 2 a robbery us 1940. 3 a short, sharp chord played 
.to make or disssolve a sense of suspense uS ?s» 
sting verb 1 to swindle 1 1- in In 1, 1 I omeone uk m2. 

2 In horse racing, to shock a horse with an electrical device during 
a race us mi. ► sting between the toes (from a male 
perspective) to have sex Australia, 1971 
stinger noun 1 a pinched nerve us, 1999. 2 the penis os, 1967. 4 a high 
velocity, hollow-nose, expanding bullet os. mi. 4 in poker, a 
sequence of five cards. Known conventionally as a 'straight' us, mss. 
s a railway brake - 6 - ng element 

consisting of exposed wires attached to a small metal plate, used 
for heating water us 19, ■ 7 an illegal vote Chicago Mayor Richard 
Daley was given drt^jtfbr delivering Chicago and the state of 
lltnois to John Kennedy in the 1960 presidential election through 
extensive use of 'stingers'. Subsequent research dispelled most of 
thqse {tfififurs, but Daley enjoyed! ffe power the stories gave him 
US, m2. 8 a radio antenna US, 1976 


stingo noun strong, ill / us, 1999 

stingy brim noun a hat with athffy'&ifn v$ 1949 
stink noun a commotion; a loud complaint uk isu ► like stink 
desperately hard., extremely fast, very much, etette im 
stink verb to be aesthetically or morally offensive us. 1934 
stink bomb noun in the used car business, a car that won't sell 
because of a lingering, nauseating.srneito, 1992 
stinker noun 1 an offensive or despicable person or thing us. mi. 2 a 
corpse that has begun to decompose and, as a result, smell us, im. 
3 an onion us m2. 4 a cigar. So known because of the offensive 
smell the cigar emits us <•>.•/. 5 in dominoes, a player who forces 
the next player to draw by cutting him oil us, 1959. 6a strongly 
worded letter uk ?s@ ’ 

stinkeroo noun a complete failure null Damon Runyon us. 


stinker squad noun a police homicide investigative department us, 

stink-eye noun 

stink-finger noun 1 the 1 1 erti 1 1 1 m 1 fingers into a 
woman's vagina uk 1 903. 2 the middle finger I rom the vaginal 
odour occasioned .by the finger's predominant use ift sekual 
foreplay uk ism 

stink-finger verb woman's vagina 

US. 1992 

stinking ad/ecf/Ve 1 disgusting, contemptible. In conventional use for 
centuries, but now considered vulgar uk mi. 2 drunk, very drunk. 
This sense is recorded earlier than stinking drunk us, im 

stinking drunk adjective 

adjectives with the same sense uk 1926 

stinkingly adverb excessively uk isos 

stinking rich; stinking adjective very wealthy. First recorded as 
'stinking' irr 1940; with 'rich' in 1945 us, 2013 
stinking thinking™™ the rationalisation of an addiction as ‘not 
that bad' or as something short of an addiction. Used In twelve- 
Step recovery programmes suCtras Alcoholics Anonymous ys 199s 
stinking with money; stinking with it adjective very wealthy. A 
variation of stinking rich uk mi 
stinko ™™ 

stinko adjective exceedingly darnfcus, 1927 
stinkoed adjective drunk. A variation of stinko uk 1997 
stinkout™™ i prank in I h bad-smellir a rterial is put in a 
room, making it uninhabitable U$ lyiy 
stink pot noun the vagina us, is* 

stink stiff noun corpse us, 1984 

stinkum™™ in bad-smelling uh tance us, m2 
stinkweed; stink weed™™ marijuana us. 1950 

stinky ™™i r pror.1 imar \ 2 a female 

member of the Royal Air I orce In Royal Air I orce use, 2002 uk. 

12. ►go stinky to defecate m 

stinky pinky™™ 1 a of vagina us. 

1993. 2 a party game based on rhymes An overworked prostitute is 
a'sore whore ewft&ry humour is ‘shut wit etc us 1949 
stipe noun a stipendiary steward at a racecourse Australia, m2 
stir nouni a prison or jail. Derives from Ron any stariben, steripen 
thus Welsh gispy star (to be imprisoned), stardo (imprisoned) uk 
1851. 2 a party m 3 1 in > ► do stir 

to serve time in prison uk 1994 

stir verb i to have sex u.s; 1973. 2 to tease someone Australia, m9. 

► stir the porridge mi a-a 1 1 I 1 ith a woman whose 

vagina is newly awash with the semen of her previous partner(s), 
especially if the final man in the line; to have sex with a woman 
who is in a sexual relationship with another man. The appearance 
of mixed eiacuk le pul die t-fuel T rind 01 porhdge vu/mu; 

1970. ► stir the shit ay gossiping or 

telling tales uk i984 
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stir bug noun I ' I ' _ I I I 

stir-crazy adjective deranged by incarceration us,- ms 
stir-happy adjective adversely affected by imprisonment UK 1959 
Stirling Moss; Stirling noun a thing of little or no value. Rhyming 
slangforTOss formed n I rampion racing driver tirlin 
■Moss (b.1'929) UK 1992 

stirrer noun tralia, 1966 

stirrup nouni 111 ini 111 11 I 1 1 1 ii 1 ide help for climbing 

up into the cab us. 1971. 2 on the railways, the lowest step on a 
freight wagon us. im 

stir-simple adjective mentally unstable because of incarceration us, 

stitch noun a confidence ed rather than 

stitch and bitch noun the (Canadian) Off er Wive Club at an air 
base Canada, ms 

stitch queen noun 1 nil in 1a irdrobe assistant us. 1973 
stitch that!; stitch this! said at the moment of physical attack 
with a knife or similar weapon, usually as the climax to a 
catchphrase threat such as 'Can your wife do first aid? 5|itcfc't||it!' 
■pr 'Are you-any good at sewing? Stfteta-$hter«c im 
stitch-upnoun in i il ii unju tly place riminal financial or 
moral responsibility on someone else arc 1984 
stitch up verb i (of the police) to incriminate someone, especially by 
planting false evidence uk, 1977. 2 lo deliberately take unfair advan¬ 
tage of someone uk, 'im/ 

stitchy noun in circus and carnival usage, a tailor us, mi 
stivver verb to stagger Canada, jm 

STL adjective a persistent 

vegetative state, who is si milar to fettuce. us, 1994 

St. Louis noun III II I ill I 1 11 ill I 1- | IlgSOffOOd. 

According to Wilmeth, an allusion to the fact that circus 
engagements irf'flffjouis played in two sections us, mt 
St Louis blues; St Louis noun 1 I i>e Rhyming ling, formed 
from 'St Louis Blues', a song by Wilifem Christopher Handy, 
published In 1914, and now a jazz c assic (a 1 iso. 2 news; the 
news. Glasgow rhyming slahgufc Scotland, isss 
St. Louis stop noun a rolling stop at a traffic signal or stop sign us 

St. Martins-le-Grand; St Martin; Martin-le-Grand; martin noun 

fte IfeM Rhyming slang $57 
stoat verb (of a bet) lo win uk Scotland, rass 
stoat down verb to rain very heavily I ormed on Scots stot (to 
bounce) u®:$c&ruW, im 

stoated adjective druHk UK. 1999 

stoater noun good-looki ng 

•fptefsew, especially a woman tM Scotland 1911 
stoating adjective excellent. From stoater (a good thing) uk. Scotland , 

stoat-the-baw; stoater noun | m ' ,| 1 1 111 Id-molester. From 

Scots for 'bounce-the-ball, possibly an image of a child's head 
> ffi® patted as if bouncing a ball uk xotland, im 

stocious; stotious adjective lull I Al III h origins UK 1937 
stock noun the piize in 1 an nid n mcession us. ms. 

► throw stock to distribute prizes in a carnival game os, 1966 
-stock suffix used in combination with an entertainer's name (or part 
thereof) to create a mme for a musical festival. The second 
syllable of legendary music festival Woodstock, 1969, is taken to 
lend quality and scale to a current music event in August 1992, 
fte-group Madness reformed after eight years, and hosted and 
headlined a weekend-long open-air concert called Madstock in 
tendon's Finsbafyraft Officially titled 'Big Beach'Boutique', 
Normstock is, or was, a one-day festival of dance music hosted on 
Brighton beach by dj Fatbdy slirr|preal name, Norman Cook 


When the crowds in attendance proved to be greater than the 
.auttonties expected the parallel to Woodstock was drawn uk m2 

stockbroker’s Tudor; stockbroker Tudor noun faux-Tudor 
architecture us; ms 


stockings noun female legs us. rail, 

stocking stuffer noun 1 in poker, money bet by a player who has 
withdrawn the hand us, im. 2 cash us. 2003 
stocks and bonds to advertise 

bondage services. A punniSupbemism^^i 
stocks and shares noun stairs Rflyming s ang ijk, 1992 
stocky noun a habitual user of cocaine. Recorded as 'cokehead' by a 
Jamaican inmate in a UK prison uk 2002 
stogie nouni 2 rijuana cigarette. 

Derives ultimately from Conestoga, .1 town in Pennsylvania, and 
fhe name given to a horse-drawn freight wagon originating iff that 
region in the Cl8. Conestoga (the town and the wagon) 
abbreviated to 'Stogy; 'Stogy drivers', apparently, smoked a cD&RSt; 
cigar which became known as a 'stogie', and by the late Cl 9 a 
'stogie' was a generic cheap or roughly made cigar us mo. 3 a 
■pgarette.UI, ms 

stokaboka adjective extfl®(ffe% enthusiastic us 1991 

Stoke verb 

illustrated in the I II 1 1 1 1 ► stoke the boiler in 

a swindle operated by telephone, to telephone a prospective 

stoked adjective 1 > -I - mil i I D 1 ii I lexicon, it was 
fhe title and only wottf Irt the lyric of a 1963 Beach Boys song 
written by Brian ' il 1 2 Im in ill ,3 drunk 

Stoke-on-Trent adjective homosexual Rhyming slang for bent, 
formed from the Staffordshire town uk 1992 
stoker noun a wave that excites surfers US. 1977 
Stokey noun ENGLAND, 1998 

Stolly; Stoli; Stoly nickname Sfo//chnaya™, vodka uk ms 
stomach noun ► stomach thinks your throat has been cut to 

be extremely hungry Australia, 1950 
stomach Steinway noun the accordid*V44| 1994 
stomp verb in com; 11 to mistakenl 1 ite omething us, mi 
stomp-down adjective excellent, admirable us. ms 
stomper noun 1 2 the foot; a 

shoe, especially a heavy shoe. Also used in the variant 'stomp' us, 


Stomping noun (1971 

stomp pad noun on a snowboard, the pad between the bindings us 

stomps noun shoes us, im 

stone nouni r diamond Hi recious stone uth Africa, im. 

2 an Opel car. Citizens band radio slang; pun on 'opal' uk mi. 

3 crack cocaine, ,1 piece of crack cocaine A recurring rock 
metaphor uk im. 4 a state of drug intoxication us reso. sa billiard 
ball us, 1990. 6 in motorcyle racing, a very 1 ow racer us. ms. 7 in 
the usage ofyfouttffu) model road racers (sloticac ficere), a slow car 
ppp 


rb completely, utterly ut 
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stonebonker noun it iorse in ) horse sure to win a race. 
Popularised by radio race caller Cliff Caller, a fixture in Australia 
beginning in the mid-1960s Australia, tm 
stoned adjective 1 ni.ox'caled on a d'ug, usually marijuana US, 1952. 

2 very drunk us. nv. 3 exhilarated, unre ated to drugs us, 1971 
stoned out adjective in a state of drug intoxication An elaboration of 
STONED Of-®52 

stoned out of your playpen adjective -Mply drug-intoxicated uk 

stone ginger adjective absolutely certain. From the name of a horse 
that won virtually every race it ran new Zealand, 1936 
stonehead noun 1 egular user of marijuan A ombination of 
stoned (drug-intoxicated) and head (a user) uk, 2002 
stone John noun a jsf or prison U$ 

stone jug noun ming slang for 

'mug' UK, 1998 

stone me! used for registering urpr e< - rsperation Execution 
by stoning was current in tjjpflal times, which lends this innocent 
expletive a mildly blaspfierhous feel; the inspiration, however, 
could just as likely be stones (testicles). However obscene the orig¬ 
inal intention, from the mid-1950s its popularity faiid innocence) 
was spread by comedian Tony Hancock (1924-68) and the BBC uk 

stone motherless adjective in horse facing, used for describing®;. 

horse- running a distant \astAUSTRAUA, 1989 
Stoner noun a regular or habitual user of marijuana; a drug user us. 

Stoner moment noun a short inter il 11 In I ) marijuana user 
succumbs to a mental or physical tadkdf energy or consistency. 

After SENIOR MOMENT UK 2004 

stones nouni the testicles uk 1154. 2 courage. From 'stones' as 
'testicles' and 'testicles' as 'courage' us 1990. 3 crack cocaine us, 1994. 
4 dominoes us, 195$ 

stone the crows! verb heavens above! Australia, 1927 
Stonewall Jackson noun 11 - 1 >r in e.tiemely 

frugal person. Thomas 'Stonewall' Jackson was a general in the 
Confederate Army, killed J3y 'friendly fire' in 1863 us. 1902 
stone work noun a jewellery ebhhtfyru S, ism 
stoney adjective of drugs, capable of causing intoxication. From 
stoned (drug ml iih- 11 1 1 11 weed 'uk 2003 

stoney weed noun stoney (capable of 

intoxicating) and conventional 'weed' or 'weed' as marijuana UK 

stonker noun 1 2 the erect 

.penis. A personal specialisafieM-of something impressive UK Mir 
stonker vert 1 to make someone drunk Australia, 1947. 2 to bring a 
halt to someone ot something; to thwart, overcomepf stop 
.something Australia, m4 

stonkered adjective 1 2 red new Zealand, 

stonking adjective i ellent, great; u lerall to add positive 
emphasis to adjectives of size 01 quality uk i m. 2 drunk. After the 
previous sense uk 2002 

stony adjective i withou mi'- - i rtened fi i i >r stony-broke uk, 
1886. 2 used of a go i ba I, extremely close to the hole, such that 
jiie making of the putt is a foregone conclusion, From thf moif:- 
iaraverttionai ,hi still stafigy ‘stone dead' usisss 

stony-broke; stone-broke adjective without morii^yc im 
stony lonesome noun prise® US, m3 

stooge noun i i ierf in-i i - I-i i in entertainment is as the 
butt of a leading character's jokes, or straight man or feed us, 1913. 

2 a person In a subservierit position ( a 1937. 3 a petty criminal who 
confesses falsely to a chime committed by a more powerful, yilljiW: 
arid takes the rap'fpfi ttim UK 1999 

StOOge verb 


stookie noun 1 ml|- n 1 I I 1 tupid person. Extends 

iffem stooky (a plastercast) uk Scotland. 1911 
stooky noun a plastercast on a broken arm or leg. From 'stucco' (a 
type of plaster) uk - Scotland, ms 

Stool noun a pol STOOL PIGEON US. 

stool vert to intern on us, mi 

stoolie; stooly noun ed form of stool 

PIGEON US. 1924 

stool magnet noun a person withfbs# luck us, im 
stool pigeon noun a police informer us m 

stoop adjective 11 - I l rk, usi ill igricultural tequiring the worker 
tp bend, atthe. Waist to work near the ground-us, 1953 
stooper noun in horse racing, a bettor who examines discarded 
tickets on the ground in the hope ol finding a winning betas, 1947 
stoosh adjective pretlftliOUS JAMAICA. 2003 

stooshie; stushie; stushy noun an uproar. Scottish dialect stushie 
UK' SCOTLAND, 2000 

stop noun sufficient marijuana for a single joint or pipe; hence, 
marijuana spbw africa 1949 

stop-and-go noun 1 ii 111 1 1 il 1 11 1 n Uppei Peninsula Usage 

us, 2003. 2 the toe. Rhyming slang Can be shortened to 'stop' uk 


stop and start noun the heart. Rhyming slang uk. 1992 
stop-at-a-winner noun in garni! dig, a condibonal bet: an 
instruction to the bookmaker 10 halt a series ol bets when a 
winning result ’»recorded uk 2001 
stop gun noun an the track to 

warn a train operator of a problem ahead us 1977 
stop it - I like it! used [01 registering gi ill | leasure, especially 
as a pretence that a partnei s caresses are unwanted us, 1970 
stop-over noun a short jail sentence, either empirically or In pro¬ 
portion to the crime involved us, m2 
stopper noun 1 a barbiturate us, 

1977. 2 air or artillery fire used to prevent enemy ground troops 
frorniesfcspirigjA 1990 

stoppo driver noun a getaway driveri*. 1996 
store noun 1 a betting operation us, m 1. 2 any rigged game or 
attraction In a carnival us. ms. 3 in a big con swindle, the fake 
office, poolroom or bettir g establishment created for the swindle 
us, 1940. ► your store is open a calclmnrase used to advise that 
your (trouser) fly is undone Canada ms 
store-bought adjective factory-manufactured cigarettes, as opposed 
teband-rolled us 19m 
store choppers noun false teeth us, wit. 

store dice noun inexpensive store-bought dice, not milled to casino- 
r tolerances us tea 

store dick noun a department store's private detective us, i960 
stork bite noun 1 flat j 1 birt imai < y ill r> hemangioma us, 


storked adjective pregr®nfU£ ms 

storm vert 1 in hot r< iding, to perform -1 ell ha 2 to attend 
-aipartytO'Ssh'iGft you are not invited trinidaO and mBAso.tas? 

storm carpenter noun mpetent 

carpenter. The formation of storm-CRAI I is used with other crafts 
4s well aMtfgis '‘itpfW lfiason trinidad and tobago imi 
storm damage noun applir ed intelligence uk 

SCOTLAND, 1988 

stormernouni 111 - ellent thin 2anexcellent 

performance in a sports match (hurling, soccer, Gaelic football) 
Ireland. 1996. 3 a theatrical success uk 2001. 4 in hot rodding, a fast 

storming adjective excellent; exciting uk, 2003 
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Stormin' Norman nickname i i Am n ral H Norman 
Schwarzkopt commander of the anti-Iraq forces in the Persian Gulf 
war us mi. 2 Norm Van Brocklin 11926-83), quarterback for the 
-TJ?s Angeles Rams during their glory days (1949-57) and' then for 
the Philadelphia Eagles (1958-60) us, weo 
storm-stayed adjective prevented from reaching home by a storm 

CANADA. 1989 

stoush noun a I It lil . I it I i n i mt of Scottish 

dialect stashie (a commotion, disturbance, quarrel) which was 
recorded in C19 Aberdeen as 'stash' without the lebjifix Dating 
both World Wars used by servicemen to refer to the war with a 
touch of jocul ► deal out a 

stoush to a ill I I III- TRALIA 1900 
stoush vert to punch, to hit; to struggle, to battle Australia, m 3 
stove noun a truck or car heater us, t&i 
Stovebolt noun S 1965 

stovepipe noun i I by recent anal 

intercourse us 199 5. 2 a revolvei us m 3 a jet aircraft us ms. 

4gossip. From the image of railwaymen gathered around a stove 
gossiping us 1977. 5 a three-part bet in an illegal numbers gambling 
lottery, in which the bettor must correctly guess two of the three 
digits in the-winpihg number and have the third digit be w4 of 
eight bet on us, W9 

stove up adjective injured, ill or exhausted us mi 
stow verb ► stow your chant to stop talking us im 
STP noun a type 1 nl 1 lallu in 1. Pr ibl coined as an 
abbreviation of 'serotonin triphosphate' and as an allusion to the 
trademark name of an motor oil additive, and later de-abbreviated 
to 'sefenily,tranquility and peace' us, 

St Pete noun way on your 

opponent's side of the-ctjurtai i96z 
str8 adjective slough I, n all 'Is senses US 1993 
str8 drawnouna move in an on-line game of hold 'em poker, when 
the player gambles on Shifting a straight with the final card. A 
variant spelling of a convdhtionaf'tiiln uk, 2003 
strack; strac adjective professional; neat; clean Military slang us, 1932 
Strad noun a Strad ivarius violin uk. 1 m 

straddle noun in poker in 1 reased be n P ithout looking at 
your cards us was 

straggler noun in horse racing inning be 1.1 is not cashed in 
Immediately aftei ,1 race but, unlike an out ticket, is cashed In 
iefcjjlthe end of the 


other than An interesting comparison with stiff (to cheat) 
straight as a string adjective used of a racehorse, fully exerting itself 


straight date noun .1 1 1 rl iginal ith a prostitute us, 19/2 

straight-down-the-line adjective very honest; used to describe 
someone who sticks to the rules An elaboration of straight uk. 


straight down the line adverb honestly uk 19% 
straight edge adjective refle ting a phil pi 1 1 if promotes 
hardcore rock music, abstinence from drugs and abstinence from 
•Momiscuous sex. Probably coined by Ian Mackaye in the self-titled 
song 'Straight Edge' while Mackaye was the singer oCm 
W ashington pCmand Mlhor Threat us. 1x3 
straighten verb 1 1 2 avenge someone. A 

part of teddy boy culture 1 re 1959. 3 10 produce drug Intoxication in 
someone us, ms. ► straighten out a curve to enter a curve 
driving too fast and leave the road us, m2 
straightener noun a fist fight to settle an argument, to straighten 
matters out; a feir fight. A teddy boy term uk 1956 
straighten out verb 1 someone right uk. 

rase. 2 (of a drug addict) to cease drug useu/c ?a». 3 to feel the 
effects of a drug, te ieving any pangs of withdrawal us 19 66. 4to 
bring s^tneene up to date us 1946 

straight face noun Jing amusement or 

successfully restraining aughterus is>7 

straight-faced adjective I of 

wmoufeijf 1975 

straight flush wannabe noun in poker, a sequenced hand 
comprised of all red or all black suits, but not a flush. Impressive 
lodtiftg, but worth no more than any non-flush straight us, 1996 
straight-goer noun a dependable, honest person Australia, m 
straight-leg noun ched to a mechanised or 

airborne unit us, ?§>#■ .' 

straight moniker noun a person's legal namtat ism 
straight puda noun the complete, whole truth !M;%07 
straights noun straight pool or continuous pocket billiards us 1984 
straight shooter noun a glass or metal device used to smoke crack 
cocaine us ms 

straight trade noun n " - 1 il ith a mar .ider 

himse I heterosexual us. 1972 


straight noun 1 iventional pei 1 III 1 the values of a 
counter-culture us 19 67 . 2 a factory-made cigarette us, mi. 3 a 
ftouse dweller. Used by late-198Os-ea/jy'i0i^unterculture 
travellers ; ik 1999. 4 a heterosexual ; is, mi. 5 simple vaginal 
intercourse us, mi. 6 unadulterated tobacco us, ms. 7 in horse 
racing, a bet that a horse will win a rapfetsas 
straight adjective 1 heterosexual us mi. 2 conventional, not part of 
the counterculture us, i 960 . 3 not currently drug-intoxicated; no 
longer using drugs uk m 7 . 4 under the influence of drugs, or at 
least not suffering from withdrawal symptoms ns mt.. s correct us 
mo. 6good, pleasing, acceptable us 1993. 7 of an utterance, 
outspoken, straight forward ; t im 8 honest, honourable, frankus 
186A. 9 of alcoholic drinks, 10 inta'minus' 

or 'plus' att ► go straight to abandon a 

criminal lifestyle in favour of honesty us mo 
straight! honestly! it’s Sci®? 

straight and narrow; straight noun an honest, conventional or 
virtuous way of life, especially when temptation is resisted. Always 
with 'the'; asboftenfng of 'the straight and narrow path' us, 1930 
straight arrow noun 1 1 I 1- 1 r h nourable person. From the 
proverbial expression, 'straight as an arrow' us, m 9 
straight as a monk's cock adjective very Mfiest UK 1999 
straight as a stiff adjective very h ne 0 h n liable An elabor¬ 
ation of straight (honest); punning the final posture of a stiff (a 
deatTbSM'-with the impossibility of fligyjead being anything 


straight trick noun vaginal sex between a prostitute and customer 

straight up adjective 1 used of an alcoholic drink or a drug, 
undiluted us 1973. 2a prison sentence, without reduction for good 
behaviour or other factors us, ;w. 3 pure, unadulterated us 1 995. 

4 used of a person, especially a girl, thin us 1947 
straight up! honestly; used for emphasis uk. 1959 
straight up and down adverb entirely us 1999 
straight up the platform adverb absolutely, completely, entirely uk 

straight wire noun the whtjte truth nbwskeaIsand. isss 

strain verb ► strain at the leash to demonstrate a great 
eagerness. From the characteristic behaviour of a dog us 1910. 

► strain the potatoes; strain the spuds; strain your taters 

\ urinate austraua, ms 

strange noun us, m7 

Strange adjective 

► don't be strange don't resist; don't hesitate. A polari 
eatehphrase, always in the imperative uk rajk' 

strangely weird; strangely noun a beard. Rhyming slang uk 1992 
stranger noun 1 used as a form 1 lire emphasising the fact that 
the two people have not seen each other for a while us 1996. 2 in 
poker, any card added to a hand by draw us, m 
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strangers noun in gin, cards in a hand that do not and cannot form 
a sequence us. ms 

strange stuff noun an- -n -[ n tnerus, mo 

strangle verb i to turn nethin i i feacti ite something us. 
/me 2 to prevent a horse from winning a race. Strictly, and orig¬ 
inally, by pulling back on the reins so strongly that the horse is 
almost strangled Australia. 1949. ► strangle a darkie to defecate 


strap noun 1 2 a handgun. 

Recorded in UK prison use, August 2002 us, mi 
strap verb i to interi gate me ne i i evere manner uk ’9%. 2 to 
have sex. Also used in the variant 'strap on' us mi 
strap-hanger noun i a passenger on public transport who stands 
supported by an overhead strap (or other type of grip) us ms. 2a 
member of the armed forces, stationed well away from combat, 
accompanying troops ran thefield without having a specific foie 
to play us. loss 

strap-on noun body uk. 19 99 

strapped adjective 1 ii 1 ml ' ill, with a gun. From strap (a 
handgun)us ras 2 shoo ol money A so appears as 'cash- 
strapped'. us. im 
straps noun suspenders OS; Ws 
strap up verb to carry a pisp us. 1998 
strat noun a cigarette uk. 1996 

Strat noun , Fender 'Sfrafocaster' guitar, first manufactured in 1954 

••flaw 

Strat verb I 

straw noun 1 marijuana i marijuana 1 n Playing on grass or 
hay us. mi. 2 a hat vs. im 
strawb noun a strawberry Australia, m 
strawberries nounll^jgtbganng^ strawberry design; UK ims 
strawberries and cream noun a variety of MDMA, the recreational 
drug best known as ecstasy, ideT@Setl by tfrepink and #11^ 
rpourssfifjfcpill UK2002 

strawberry noun 1 nan h rade 1 1 rad cocaine us. 

1989. 2 the female nipple Usually in /he plural us, /sac. 3 a tablet of 
mescaline. From the colour of the tablet us, mi. 4 a bruise or 
scrape Canada, im 

strawberry fields; fields; strawberries noun LSD. Named after 
the drug-inspired imagery that is the Beatles song 'Strawberry 
Fields Forever', 1966. Strawberry Ffetds is an area of Liverpool VS; 


strawberry jam noun 1 the cor; - 0 1 >er 1 ;ho has died with 
massive injuries us, ;•«/. 2 an unspecified flammable substance us 


strawberry patch noun a brakevan (caboose) seen from the rear at 
night From the red lights us 1946 
strawberry ripple noun a cripple. Rhyming slang, from an'Jde^ 
cream variety uk 1982 

strawberry shortcake noun amphetamine; MDMA, the recreational 
drug best known as ecstasy us. mo 

strawberry tablet; strawberry noun a variety of MDMA, the rec¬ 
reational drug be-,: known as ecstasy I rom /lie pink colour of the 
tablet uk 19% 

strawberry tart; strawberry noun the heart. Rhyming slang uk 1934 
straw boss noun an assistant foreman us, itm 
strawboss veib 1 d in istant reman us 7977 
straw hat noun in the car sale busine 1 nvertible top us 7953 
strawny verb to figure something out Canada, 1999 
straws noun strawberrie 1 reengr - nl ire 1 in both spoken 
and; used in signage uk im 

stray noun a solita n m lier t I m the lexicon of 
the cowhand, referring to stray cattle us mi 


streak noun a th 111 pe 11 1 II 1 il 1 (lon tfcak of misery; 

long streak of piss); in its unqualified form it is mere often used 
in Australia and Few Zealand but not exclusively so Australia, 1941. 
► put a streak in it to fluffy uk 79® 
streak verb it 2 1 run naked through 

f-crowd, especially-at public events, either as-a protest orbyfof 
exbtbilionism Adapted fromthesen§fc‘lo go very fast' us 19m 
streak of misery noun a tall, thin, morose person Australia, mi 
streak of pelican shit noun a tall, thin person Australia, im 
streak of piss noun 1 1 1 1 nseqi in 1 1 person Adapted 

from long streak of piss (a tall, thin person) uk 2001 
streak of rust noun a railway us 7946 
streak of the squeak noun cowardice uk 2000 
streaky weather noun a chan 11 Dim ition Canada, 1990 
street noun 1 the essence of modern urban life for the poor, with 
fUgjgtiSbons of the underworld or the shadows between the 
underworld and the legitimate mainstream us 7967. 2 in stud poker, 
a card. For example, the fifth card dealt is known as 'fifth street' 
us, 1988. ► on the street not imprisoned; released from prison us. 


street adjective i experiencf I in i x ing he necessary qualities 
for urban survival tis .-• • 2 I laving ai i admired-as-fashionable quality 
of being understood by or of urban youth. Abbreviated from 
streetcred in turn shortened from 'street-credibility', but also 
in^Hgd/by street (thtgfence-of modem urban life} UK,eooi 
street bookie noun a bookmaker ho h rets on the street, 
without an established place- of business ys; 1972 
street cat noun a man, especially a young black man, who spends 
’fits, life on the edges of crime us, me 
street cred noun 1 idmir I 1 In ill pi In v of being 
understood by or of urban youth. Abbreviated fieri!' 'street-credi- 
» fflity' (late 19 tQ$ W tsg# 

street divorce noun 1 I 1 1 u el that nd in one spouse 
murdering the Other m. mi 
street doctor noun a drug dealer us. ms 

Streeter noun 1 per 1 1 pend .. fraternising and 

carousitf|-®n the street us 79® 

street-legal adjective used of a motor vehicle, in compliance with all 
//(liotdf vehicle laws us; im 

street machine noun a car made for street driving us. mo 
street name noun a nickname by which you are known by 
acquaintances-us m 

street person; street people noun a person living, or spending 
most of their time, on the street. A semi-voluntary, semi-political 
state that preceded 'homelessness' as a label us. 1 9® 
streets ahead adjective abseltrtsly superior uk im 
streets behind adjective greatly inferior. I he natural opposite of 

STREETS AHEAD UK 1984 

streets better adjective greatly superior. A variation of streets ahead 


street-smart adjective familiar with the human condition as played 
out in an urban setting, us im 

street smarts noun it 1 111 1 111 - 1 her inding of human nature as 
played out in urban reality us 1990 
street squirrel noun a person who rides a moped or small 
motorcyle with an attitude and style befitting a large motorcyle us, 


street sweeper noun istomers on the 


streetsy adjective i manner ( per h 1 ibulary, having a 
contemporary urban quality US, 1997 
street tax noun , the share of an 

individual's earnings paid tS'lH gang us 7997 
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streetwalker noun i i i titute I ee i mers on the street 
uk 1592. 2 in oil drilling, an operator who does not have an office 

street-wise adjective experienced in or possessing the necessary 
qualities'faf urban survival iS; rssr 

-strel suffix when combined with a music style, a singer in that style. 
Frpftv'minstrer. 'Teen angstrel' (a teen singer affecting angst) and 
'popstref are noted by Susie Dent, The Language Report, 2003 okf 

strength noun il ii- tial fact i rtinen ietail Australia, im. 
► on the strength used to signify agreement, import or 

stress-head noun a person who is habitually stressed; a constant 
womer AUSTRALIA, 1996 

stretch noun i a pr i iten in n m; i inment. A prison 
sentence of a number of years is given with the nujtjfif of years 
preceding 'stretch' us, is2i. 2 a longer-than-normal limousine with 
extended seating I rorn 'stretch limousine' us. m2. 3 the penis we 
2001. 4 In poker, a hand consisting of a sequence of five cards. 
Known conventH'ii il 1 h igl t ■ ► to do a stretch to 

ZEALAND 1985 

stretch verb i to serve time in prison From stretch (a prison 
sentence) us 2002. 2 to put someone to death by hanging us 1952 

stretched out adjective in trucking, (rave I'ng last us. 1971 

stretcher noun 1 2 1 a drug for the 

simple purpose of dtefiflg it for increased profit when sblsgi im 

stretcher-case noun a 1 ik 2002 

stretchers noun shoe laces us, 1952 

stretches noun years; a very long tithe. From stretch (a year's 
imprisonment) uk, 2000 

strewthl; struthl shortening of 'God's truth!' uk. 


strides noun 1 n which you 

'stride' uk 1889 2 trousers that are reserved for messy jobs, 
especially tn sar $tei^mtsing us. 19a 
strike! used as nn expression of 1 I up ise 1 astonishment. 

Short for strike me blindi or strike a light! Australia. 1915 
strike a light! used as an expression of shock, surprise or 
astonishment Australia, 1922 

strike me! used for expressing great surprise Australia, 1874 

strike me blind!; strike me dumb!; strike me lucky! used for 

[gr.uirg shock, mipir.o 01 , uni list" non Oihu v, h, nous 
include calls on God to strike the speaker 'bountiful', 'vulgar', 
'ugly 1 or 'pink'. The eatfef variation recorded is 'strike me dumb' 
in Vanbrugh's The Relapse, 1696 and "'strike me blind!' appears in 
1704; 'strike me lucky!' from 1849, was a popular ditch phrase in 
Australia in the 1930s. Other Australian examples are listed below 


strike me dead; strike me noun bread Rhyming slang uk 1992 
strike me dead! used for expressing great surprise Australia, 1932 
strike me fat! 1 III pi ing great surprise Australia, ms 
strike me handsome! used for expressing great surprise Australia, 


strike me pink! ;e Australia, m2 

strike me purple! used for expressing great surprise Australia, 1915 
strike me roan! used for ex; 11 1 1 irprise hustralia, 1917 

strike me up a gum-tree! 1 

Australia, i960 

strike-out noun a hospital patient who has died or lapsed into a 
neurologically depressed state us, wrr 
Strike U nickname the US Naval Strike Warfare Center, Fallon, Nevada 


Thus, for a pianist 'strill homey' or 'strillers omee' (a piano man), 
.or 'strill polone' (a piano woman) uk, m7 
Strine noun broad Australian Eng ish, specifically that form of 
Australian English which appeared in the books of Alastair 
Morrison, 'Strine' is supposedly How the word 'Australian' is said in 
the Australian accent. It is not a separate language or dialect, but 
rather a jocular celebration Of the Australian accent ubKsmg' 
respelling, shifting word boundaries aryf-much elision to give the 
impression that other words are being spdfefte.g. sly drool is 
iftrine for 'slide rule', Emma Chjsit for ‘how much is it?', laze antf 
gem for ladies and gentlemen', let stalk Staneiix 'let's talk 
Australian' Australia, 1964 

string noun 1 1 11 I I in I 11I 1 ntrol uk ms. 2 the 

group of prostitutes working for .1 particular pimp us, 1913 
string verb to mampu te 1 ire into a slot ma hine to trigger the 
free-play mechanism us, ms 
string bean noun a tall, thin person uk 200 
string beans; strings noun jeans Rhyming slang uk 1992 
stringer noun 1 on making it 

us, 1988. 2 in poker, a hand of five cards in sequence. Conventionally 
known as a 'straight' us, 1957. 3 a railway brakeman us, 1977. 4 a 
narrow strip of laminated wood.on a surfboard us. 1979 
stringie noun a string bag Australia, ms 
strings noun 1 the female legs us. m3. 2 spaghetti US, use, 
string up verb to execute someone by hanging UK 1954 
string vest noun nui ir Rhyr in lang uk 1998 

strip noun 1 in a striptease show, the portion of the show in which 
the dancer removes her ast garments us. urn. 2 a neighbourhood 
Bahamas, 1982. 3 a thoroughfare in a town or city lined with bars, 
nightclubs, off-licences and restaurants us. 1939. 4 a Benzedrine™- 
soaked strip of paper from art .inhaler, removed from the inhaler 
and ingestec ilant us. 1951. ► the 

Strip 1 the port 1 ur u nil 11 Crescent Heights 
Boulevard and Doheny Drive, Los Angeles, California us. 1951. 2 Las 
Vegas Boulevard south of central Las Vegas, Nevada, lined with 
neon-signed hotels and casinos us, 1971. 3 a section of Yonge Street, 
between Dundas and Bloor, rn central Toronto,,Ontario. A flashy, 
Trjbisy part of town us m7 

stripe noun 1 Hence the 

adjective 'striped' uk, 1958. 2 in the military, a promotion us m s 
stripe verb to slash someone with a blade. Descriptive of the scar 
that is made Ok pso 

stripe me! used as a register of surprise or exasperation uk 1997 
striper noun in pi n m m; 1 1 uttin eapon uk 1996 

stripes noun 1 a referee in an thleti ntest 2 in pool, the 

striped balls numbered 9 to 15 OS, raw. 3 in circus usage, tigers os 

stripes and solids noun in pool, the game of eight-b#{j5- ; 1974 
striping noun a severe reprimand. From stripe (to slash with a blade) 

stripper noun 1 1 striptease d 1 1 mil male r performer who 
undresses creatively for the purpose of entertainment Gypsy Rose 
Lee (Rose Louise Flovick, 1914-70) was, perhaps, the most famous 
of all strippers; in Gypsy, the musical biography (1962) by Stepped 
Sondheim, she discovers the word 'ecdysiast' to give her job 
description a venee' of respectability us, mi. 2 a pickpocket us. 1950. 
3 a car thief who targets newer cars that wil be stripped for parts 
us, 1962. 4 a playing card that I las beer 1 altered in a manner that 
facilitates its extraction ftorjSr4.ft(lf deck us, ts& 
stripping hole; stripping pit noun a Sppnmine us 1997 
strippy noun in prison, iTpg) search uk 1996 

strips noun in pri 1 1 egreg.. u/r, ;996 

stroke nouni an underhand, immoral or illegal trick uk 1970. 2 praise 
or flattery. Almost always in the plural us, raw. 3 appetite Ireland, 


strillers; strill; strills noun 1 stroke verb 1 2 

piano; a musician Polari; possibly from Italian strillare (to shriek) off us urn. ► stroke it 1 in car racing, to drive with care and 
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caution i 21 perl n badl n purj - m. ► stroke 
the lizard (of a male) to masturbate us 1971 
stroke book noun a magazine or book viewed while masturbating 

stroke mag noun i r phi i la izine the stroke'thus 
inspired is a direct reference to masturbatory technique uk ms 
stroke-me-off noun used as a humorous nickname for stroganoff as 
in 'beef stroganoff .05 ass 

stroker nouni 2 hospital patient who has 

suffered a stroke us, 

stroll noun ► the stroll I oil ive activitie n a street, mostly 
illegal, some involving sauntering as if innocently strolling us, ms. 

► The Stroll York us J946 

stroller noun 1 a car us, m,o. 2 a stone on the surface of the field 

CANADA, 1987 

stroll on! i se uk, 1959 

strong noun all ► the strong of the 

essential facts; the pertinent details Australia, im 
strong verb ► strong it 1 inner, or to 

take things to an exiieme A var'alion of come on strong uk, ns4 
strong adjective 1 ilhealncnl icrlornance ery sexual US, 1962 . 

2 well-funded al the moment, keen slang us, m.r. 3 flush with 
money us, 1954. ► be going strong l I i perous, or enjoying 
continuing success, or full of energy and vigour uk, ms. ► come 
it strong to behave with I II i M mething uk m 7 . 

► come on strong i hi I - dibit aggressive 

behaviour; to have a su ► go strong on to support 

or follow a particular course with great energy or investment us 

strongarm noun i a < iini- in Ivin bru I i il violence; a 
violent criminal us mi. 2 a person who lends physicality and a 
capacity for brutal physical for* to the moment. Also called 
'strongarm man' us, 1907 

strong-arm verb to rob a place roughly or violently us, mi 

strong as a Mallee bull adjective physically strong Australia, mo 
Strong-back adjective sexu 1 and TOBAGO, 

strong box noun pr n cell, usuall id< e designed for 
disruptive prisoners us, 1996 

strong like moose adjective ed humor 1 ith 1 literal meaning. 
A catchphrase of US 1 1 11 11 il I ' c O c and 60s, first from the 

Unefe Tenoose character on The Danny Thomas Show and. then 
from Boris Bandanov oft he Rocky and Bullwinkle Show, spoken 
With a thick Russian accent us, ra® 
strong move to the hole noun ,1 direct approach to seducing a girl. 
Ajdpcation of a basketball term to sexual relations, punning on 
hole as 'the basket 1 in the basketball term and "the vagina’ in this 
usage us. 1992 

stronk noun m led in the 

song 'The Ballad of Kirriemuir' in Martin Page's collection ofWorld 
War 2 :^iSgs and balads, 'For Gawdsake Don't Take Me', 1976 uk 
Tam^ND. 1976 

strop noun i a display of bad temper. From stroppy (bad-tempered), 
ultimately from 'obstreperous' uk mi 2 male masturbation. From 
tfte'conventtobal action Also variant 'stropping’ uk 1992 
strop verb ► strop the Mulligan (of a male) to masturbate. Also 
variant 'stropping' Australia, 1971 
stroppy adjective 1 bad-tempered. Conventional 'obstreperous' 
wrongly abbreviated and understood uk 1951. 2 stubborn, defiant 
NEWZEALAND, im 

Struck noun US, 1963 

struck; struck by; struck with adjective charmed, attracted to or 
delighted by someone or something. I rom an older sense as 
'bewitched'«4839 


well-designed and weltfltted brassiere can have on a woman's 

Shape AUSTRALIA. 1984 

structure noun th&h’timan body Jamaica, 2000 
struddle verb to foe iii mething >u hou Id n't. The word is 
from' the German' strudeln ftjoil, spout, proceed rashly) Canada, 1999 
strudel noun the 'at 1 (@) on a n iter keyboard u. * 
struggle verb 1 to dance us, i 960 . 2 to experience a hangover us, 2001 
struggle and strain noun a pain uK mi 

struggle and strain verb 1 train 1 1 Rhyming slang uk 1992 
struggle and strainer; struggle noun a trainer (shoe). Rhyming 
slang, extended from struggle and strain (to train) uk m2 

struggle-and-strife; struggle noun 1 a wife. Rhyming slang uk 1959. 

2 life, a life. Rhyming slang UK mu 
struggle-buggy noun a broken-down car us, 1946 
struggling adjective worn out; neglected us, 2000 

strum verb to n 1a 111 I te Al irianf trum il From the up and 
down stroking action that is strumming a guitar uk, 1999. ► strum 
heads to fight us, m>o. ► strum the banjo (of a woman) to 
masturbate. A surrea elaboration of strum (to masturbate) uk 
strummed up adjective $trmtitg§edi by drugs bS. 1972 
strung out adjective 1 addicted to a drug; in a poor state of physical 
and mental health as a result of drug addiction Used as a 
participial adjective us, mi . 2 obsessed with or overly concerned 
about an activity or condition; emotionally disturbed us, 

3 extended uk 2001. 4 in love, infatuated us 1968 
Strunt verb tOk^tiiJk CANADA, 1990 

strychnine noun in craps, the point and number nine us raw 
stub verb to ku I particular! it II, especiall in rugby uk 1947 
stubbie; stubby noun a mall qi it beer rottle, now 385 ml; the 
contents of a stubbie. I rom the noun use of 'stubby' (short and 

Squat) AUSTRALIA, 1966 

stubbie guts noun are used to knock over 

stubbies AUSTRALIA, 1993 

stubbie holder noun iii 111 101 itain r keeping a stubbie 
of beer cool whilst being held Australia, mi 
stubble jumper noun a prairie faf<ii|r Canada, mi 
stub down verb in the inguage urrouni ng he Grateful Dead, to 
move to better seats at a concert using ticket stubs fjbr the better 
(setlteis smuggled up by friends US 1994 
stube noun a tavern us, 1950 

stuck adjective l yl i u i mi - i ither gambling 

game, losing us 1974. ► get stuck in to initiate or become 
vigorously inv< ► get stuck into 

to attack a task or a person vigorously Australia, 1941 
stuck on adjective infatuated by, or enamoured of someone us, isse 
stuck-up adjective conceited; pretentious utiim 
stud noun 1 a man, especially a manly man uk, isos, 2 used as a 
jocular term of address to a man us. i m. 3 in homosexual usage, a 
person who plays the 'masculine' role sexually and emotionally in 
a relationship us mu. a amyl or butyl nitrite Possibly derived from 
a brand markeled as a male sex-aid uk mu. s loose tobacco us 2002 
stud broad noun a lesbian us, 19m 

stud duck noun in 01 drilling, an important company official us 1954 

Student noun 11 1 | .. I. 

student tobacco noun marijuana. From a perception that those 
■UBdgrgoing higher and further education are drug users <M 

.SCOTLAND, 1996 

stud hustler noun a male homosexual prostitute who projects a 
tough, masculine image us im 
Studie noun a Studebaker ca fussisso 

studio-fuel noun I 

musicians w 2003 
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studly adjective 1 describes a man who is considered to be above 
average in his sexual adventuring us, 1999. 2 admirable us 1966. 

3 unpleasant; unpopular us i960 

stud muffin noun lull ll II I ml I 1 in IS, 1992 

stud puppy noun an attractive person. A variation of stud muffin us, 

stud up noun in prison, a prisoner who attempts to abandon homo¬ 
sexual activity and return to his previous state of heterosexual 

celibacy us 1990 

study bunny noun a serious and diligent student us rasz 
stuff noun i a dm espe ial heroin 2 used for any noun 

fjjat the user cannot or .does not wish to specify m m 9 . 

3 anything at all Used as a euphemism for fuck in constructions 
such 'I don't give a stuff about it' new Zealand, /•*.*>. 4 in prison, 
anything of value us, /■*,/. 5 lire fema e genitals us, m2. 6 a woman 
as a sexual object us, m ■/. 7 the male genitals us, rase. 8 an 
effeminate homosexual man us ns, 9 in pool, spin imparted on 
the cue ball to affect the course of tie object ball or fne !$$$£§ I 
after stfiktnf the object ball us, 1993 
stuff verb 1 used a if emphati reje 1 n ind euphemistically for 
'fuck' in all senses uk 1 >55. 2 to have sex from the male point of 
view new Zealand, 1984. 3 to block the pay chute of a casino slol 
machine with the expectation of'returning later, unblocking the' 
chute and retrieving the interim earnings us 1999. 4 to persuade 
someone to buy something that they did not know they wanted 
to buy us 1997. ► stuff your face 1 1 11 1 - it greedily; to 

eal. An unconventional ai d over-active digestion would be 
required if this simp)® description of the apparent action was .a# 
accurate as thajiffiagerysos- 1996 
stuffed adjective very tired new&wand, 2002 
stuffed shirt noun 1 ; er n 1 erl 1 ml iloof and out of 
touch us. 1 m 

stuffer noun 1 a m I- iomos< ual h pla th ictive role in anal 
sex us 1949. 2a parachute rigger us 1991. 3 in hot rodding, a 
.sUjMcftarger us, m 

stuffy adjective i nser id e - conventiona traitlaced. Derives 
from STUFFED SHIRT UK 1895 

stugots; stugats noun the penis. I rom southern Italian dialect, 
adapted/corrupted by talian-American immigrants us, m2 
stuk; stukkie noun ith Africa, me 

stulper verb taSturnble Canada, 1999 
stum noun any ceiitral nei 11 111 depressant US, mo 

stumble biscuit noun a tablet of the recreational drug 
wethaqualon'ej best known as Quaaludes™. From the lack of ‘ 
coordination associated with the drug us 1993 
stumblebum noun \ 1 1 I ish drunk us, 1932 

stumbler noun any barbiturate or central nervous system depressant 

stumbles noun 1 In of cor Inn.eciall 1 the result of drug 

or alcohol intoxication us kfo 





noun 1 

.1 forged oi had cheque uk, ?aso. 3 a 


is also used uk: Scotland, 
mistake; a blunder; a 


stump noun i the le ur e mainl in h [ irase tir your 
stumps!' (start doing something!, get moving!) uk ueo. 2the penis. 
In a world where size matters, often but not always applied to a 
short penis us, 1993. 3 a shoe us m3 

Stump verb 

stump-broke adjective 1 1 id Hi 1 I edient From the quaint 
prtion ofa-fftute trained to-Step forward and then backwards for 
sex witft'aman standing on a stempm -fes* 

stumpers noun shoes us, m 
stump-floater noun heavy rain Canada, 2002 

stumphole whiskey noun 
stump-jumper noun an Infantry soldier us, mi 


stump ranch noun in the Canadian west, a poorly run farm Canada, 


stump up; stump verb to pay uk 0 $ 

stumpy noun a short person. Often used as a term of address us 1997 

stunned adjective drunk us rw 

stunned mullet noun 1 1 a is dazed, 

Stupid, fiSplIsh AUSTRALIA, 1953 

stunner noun 1 2 a person 

or thing of extraordinary exce Hence uk 1 3 a pin-up, topless or 

•SOft-pom modi. Adapted by the tabloid press from the earlier, and 
continuing use, as 'a good looking woman'. Often combined with 
'Page 3 ', in reference to the Sun newspaper’s daily placing of 
naked female breasts The spellings 'stunna' and 'stufmah' also 
isjrsl-wk 

stunning adjective i I 111 111 II king uk 1847. 2 in 

computing, incomprehensibly stupid us mi 
stunt noun in intrlved to 

attract attention and gain publicity. Still regarded as colloquial by 
those who keep up out stagjahis uk, wzs 
stunt verb to wear expensive clothes and jewellery as a display of 
,conspicuous consumption, to show off us, mi 
stunt cock; stunt dick; stunt noun a male pornography performer 
who fills In for another performer who is unable to maintain an 
erertiBh orejaculate when needed us, me 
stunt pussy noun a female pornography performer who fills in for 
another performei for the purposes of genita filming only us 2000 
stunts noun sex US 1994 

stupe; stoop noun a stupid person. Often, not always, used 
affectionately uk. 1752 

stupid adjective 1 ed I 1 “ ul 1 i n i if 11 that fails to 

function properly us 200. 2 good I he spelling 'stoopld' is also 
used us us). ► get your stupid on to drink to the point of 

intoxication us 2003 
stupid adverb extremely us, m2 

stupid badge noun 1 Mn| ra il itifi 1 n ird worn by a 
worker who has lost or left his identification at home us ms 
stupid-baker noun a Studebaker dpitip 1992 

stupidee noun ; 1 1 1 him i i | o 

stupid labour noun public labour Canada, ®sz 
stupidness! used for expre n in lands, ms 

stupid, stupid >val. From the 

cry of 'stupid, stupid rat creatures!' in the Buns comic book us 1997 
sturgeon noun a surgeon us, 1994 

stutter and stammer; stutter noun a hammer Rhyming slang uk, 

stuvac noun e nt holidays from 

school or university From 'student vacation' auSTM.ia, 1920 
style noun graffiti us m? 

style verb to conduct 01 carry yourself in a stylish manner, especially 
in an exaggerated, showy way us iM 
stylee noun a lb Jetermined I the ultura itegory that pre¬ 
cedes it. A fashionable elaboration of 'style' uk 1997 
styiie noun a white person with dreadlocks us 1994 
stylin' and profilin' adject/Ve very fashionable us m 
stylo milo adjective very fashionable s/nqwjrf, 2002 
sub noun 1 a submarine uk 1917. 2 a subscription uk, 1833. 3 in 
publishing, a sub-editor uk 1859. 4 a sexual submissive, a willing 
slave in a sado-masochistic te ationship us 1 >87. 5 the submissive 
performer in a pi''rlographic sex scene (is, 2000. 6 in prison, a 
subversive uk 19%. 7 on an ath etic team, a reserve player who may 
enter the game as a substitute 'or a starter us »m. 8 a loan. An 
abbreviation of'subsistence', with the loan characterised as a 
'subsistence advance' Australia 19; >. 9 a financial advance, 
especia y when given against wages or salary uk isu,. 10 a 
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sub | sucky 


concealed pocket,used by a casino employeetb/Mde stolen chips 

sub verb i to give 2 to serve as 

astfistitute us. m3 

sub adjective mentally sub-normal UK, m 3 
subby noun a subcontractor Australia, ms 
sub-deb noun a' gfr.l in her mid-teens us, ra/z‘ 

sublime adjective ► from the sublime to the gorblimey; from 
the sublime to the ridiculous from one extreme to another uk 


submarine noun i large one south 

Africa, me. 2 a surfboard that is too small for the person using it. 
So named because the person fences the board under water us. 

1964. 3 in the used car business, a cat that has spent lime sub¬ 
merged in wale' us. 19 ■ 4a gambling casino scheme in which a 
stolen chip is slipped into the thief’s trousers us, 1977. san after- 
•Ijjigi^ldrinking session in a Rugby Cld|"-jk raw 
submarine vert 1 in 11 I ini 1 1 1 1 ini under another us, 

1977. 2 to ride through tall grass Australia, 1951 
submarine belt noun in motor racing, a safety belt that clips onto 
the buckle of a lag' belt add is attached to the chassis under the 
driver's seat us. 1980 

submarine races noun used as a. euphemism for foreplay in a car at 
a remote spot US, m? 

subway noun who are eli¬ 

gible to score before they reach the back of the pack of blocking 
skaters “taftfigthem to jw floor of the track us. 1999 
subway dealer noun 1 1 1 rrd in leal h cheats by dealing 
some cards off die bottom of Hie deck us, m2 
Subway Sam noun 11 1 1 ho is partial 1 e in subway toilets us, 

Subway silver no™ >see: Manhattan silver 

subway tickets no™ in in ml g me i rd d it did not come off 
the top of the deck because of cheating in the dealing us, ms 
sub-Z nickname a jb-Zc M freez ii I 1 Berkeley, California, 

' * |§ 2000 us 2000 

such a bitter experience never again; such a bloody experi¬ 
ence never again nickname 1 in 1 I 1 inline 'Sabena'. 
Most airlines attract jocular mnemonics of their names us 20® 
such-a-much noun an important 01 self-important person us, ms 
suck noun 1 an act of oral sex us. uu. 2 a sycophant US, razz 
suck verb i to be usele worth. When 

,#r term came into currency in: the US in the 1960s, sexual 
connotations;fitSde it a vulgar, taboo-ridden term. By the mid- 
1990s, all sense of taboo had vanished in tte-JJS except for older 
speakers for wfiofcrthe sexuat connotation remained inescapable. 

In fJfOEnglish, the term, first used as a noun ( 1913 ) expressing 
contempt, never tn$pyed the sexual implications found in the US. 
If anything, there was long: ah upper-class air to the term thanks in 
part to the 'Yah boo, sucks to you' catchphrase associated with 
Billy Bunter, a fat upper-crust schoolboy created by author Frank 
Richards us. ms. 2 to perform oral vex us. tssj. 3 to consume 
alcoholic drinks Australia i 960 . 4 in pool, to hit the cue ball with 
backspin that appears to draw or suck '.hr: cue ball backwards after 
it strikes the object ball u.s; m,o ► it sucks to be you used for 
expressing a trace of commiseration in a situation that might cal 
for a hil more us, 199:1. ► suck ass; suck arse to behave 
subserviently. A variation of kiss arse/ass u.s; rase. ► suck butt to 
curry favour u.s; rats. ► suck cock a pedoim oral sex on a man 
us; 1941. ► suck diesel mu n il 1 1 1 move rapidly, 

especially in a motor vehicle ► suck face to kiss, 

especially in a prolonged fashion Hawaiian youth usage us. m2. 

► suck milk to be knocked off your surfboard and then lie 
thrashed by a wave us rsi ► suck out loud 10 be very bad us 
1994. ► suck salt to e perier il 1 ulti \nd tobago, 

mo. ► suck suds to drink beer us, 1947. ► suck the arse out of 
a durry to smoke a hand-rolled cigarette to the very end new 
ZEALAND, 1998 . ► suck the big one 10 lie terrible u . s ; 1999. ► suck 
to the bulls 1 ► suck tubes to 


smoke marijuana u.s; /99s. ► suck weight to drink large amounts 
of liquids in a short period in order 10 gain weight to qualify for a 
sporting event us. 2001. ► suck wind to fail; to lose out. Hawaiian 
youth usage us ► suck your flavour; suck your flava to 

copy your style US. ism 

sucka noun a fool; a dupe Misspelling of sucker (a gullible individ¬ 
ual) US, 2000 

suck-ass noun a self-demeaning 

■fehsonus 1980 

suck-ass adjective I II I l il I I equiOUS US, 1985 

suck back vert to djSifc SQffjetWftgspS,. rsso 

sucked up adjective i mI ped ph illy us, 2007 2 angry 

suckee-suckee noui n. From the patois 

.’e? Vietnamese uring the war, embraced >fysjsldietf,t|S.‘ 

sucker nouni a gu idle individual us n -. 2a fellow. Neutral but 
informal us i98o. 3 someone who is unable to resist a stated 
temptation or addiction; an enthusiast us rasz. 4 a thing us, m z. 

5 in caving and pot-holing, a caver who uses another’s equipment 
while the owner is, otherwise engaged. Examples ©fuse indues 
'chair-sucker', 'rope-sucker', 'stove-sucker', etc its 2004. 6the 
buttocks NEW ZEALAND 1999 
sucker verb to deceive or trick sampon^ US. rass 
sucker life noun tonal job and con¬ 

ventional lifestyle us, 1977 

sucker pocket noun the hip pocket, an easy pocket to pick us, m2 
sucker-punch vert to hit someone without warning, especially In 
' the face us, 1947 


sucker weed noun faked, adulterated rj 1 lalit; marijuana. 
weed (marijuana.) that can be sold to a sucker (someone igullffitefc 

sucker wild adjective complet I inrest rin ind uninhibited us. 


suck gas to brealh nitrous oxide for pleasure us, /me ra60s 
suck-happy adjective obsessed with oral sex Australia, 1975 
suckhole noun 1 1 phant; a flatterer; a toad in unpleasant 
person Australia. 1943. 2 a hole between private video booths in a 
pornography arcade or between stalls in a public toilet, designed 
fbf anonymous oral sex between men US. rasz 
suckhole vert 1 lli 11.1 fill 1 phantic manner 

CANADA, 196} 

suck-holer no™ a sycophant new Zealand, ms 

Sucki e nickname I I i I II di TLAND, 198 t 

suckie fuckie vert to perform oral sex on a man followed by sexual 
intercourse, Vietnam war usage us. 1973 
sucking noun an act of ora sex uk. m 9 

sucking wind adjective in firetfghter usage, said of extremely smoky 
conditions us. 1954 

suck job noun an act of oral sex us, m9 
suck-off noun gjl 3C. Of Oral sex US, 1995 
suck off verb to perform oral sex on either a man or woman, 
especially to the point of orgasm uk 1909 
suckout noun in surfing, a wave that is breaking fast in front of itself 
creating a tunnel or tube us isr? 

suck out verb i i peei :ii ml I | li ' r, drawing it into a 
chase us, m2. 2 in poker, to win in the face of every known con- 
and probability us, 19% 

suck points no™ 11 11 in 1 lii earned by obsequious 
ingratiation us, 1994 


suck-up noun j|w | jwy > 2001 

suck up vert to seek favour through obsequious behaviour uk 
suck wind! leave me il ne! H liian ith usage 
sucky noun a hollow wave Australia, ms 
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sucky adjective awful US, 1984 
sucky face noun kissjfjg us, 2000 

sucrose noun money usW 

sudden death noun in » 1 game ind recreations, as diverse as 
league football and television quiz shows, a period of extra time 
during which the first to score or achieve a specified target wEfts, 
'Originally 'a single toss of the cKce'uc »«* 
suds nouni beer its; /<*». 2 a large amount of money os; 194 5 
suds artist noun 1 1 I 1 1 bee irinkei ilia 1972 
sue verb ► sue the ass off someone; sue someone’s arse off 
to take a legal action against somebody iru pursuit of punitive 
damages us, am 

suede noun a black person us, im 

suedehead; suede noun a member of a late 1960s youth fashion 
and gang movem^nti'/characterised by a close-cropped scgrand 
smart utilitarian wear, associated with football hooliganism, racist 
violence and neo-Nazism, This lexicographic development 
matches exactly the skinhead fashion's further growth; 'suede’ is 
frje velvety surface of leather and thus describes the soft nap on a 
previously shaven, headac »82 
sufferation noun inline o id and tobago , 2003 
sufferin’ sheepdip! 1 1 iisapj il A signature 

line of file Colonel hoeonan Cone on M'A ‘<‘0 (CBS, 19/2-83) 
Repeated with referential butnou?-p& r®J 
sug noun used as amafllrtiondfe terrn of address. A shortened form 

sugar noun 1 u ei I i ern ndearment iistinct southern 
ring. Variation include 'sugar-pie , 'sugar-babe', 'sugar-baby', etc us, 
1930. 2 diabetes us. 19®. 3 a type of snow suitable for skiing uk 19m. 

4 heroin; powdered heroin adulterated with sugar. From the 
appearance us 1977. 5 cocaine. A while powder uk 1993. 6 sand us, 
1977. 7 rwinSyis, 1951 >see: SUGAR lump 
sugar! used an ill ir; 1 1 n m for shit especially as an 

exclamation. Pronunciation often hesitates over fhe 'sh' before 
committing itself to 'sfefet>i* (sugar', possibly from a combination 
0fT$|i'ii? and.eSsj^/RKSSDED'iN 1901 *$ TK be sugared!' uk, ms 
sugar and honey; sugar noun money. Rhyming slang UK,m 9 
sugar and spice noun ice, especially as served with a drink. 

Rhyming slang uk, 1992 

sugar and spice; sugar adjective nice. Rhyming slang; not especially 

sugarbeeter noun a resident of the Lower Peninsula of Michigan. 

Michigan Upper Peninsula usage us, 2023 
sugar block noun crack is* 

sugar candy noun ran Rhymin lang uk 1992 
sugar candy adjective 11 efi 1 illy in negative context. 

Rhyming slang for. %andy' uk 1992 

sugar cube noun LSD I t or a dose of the 

drug drippedonto a sugar cube us, rssz 
sugar daddy noun 1 Ider nar h up; rt >r helps support a 
young lover. With occasional playful variants us 1926 
sugar dish noun He rgina. A iriat n of C19 h olete 'sugar basin' 
(the vagina) fj&ws 

sugar down verb 1 li 1 I larcoti eciall 1 I 
powdered milk sugar (lactose) us 1970 

sugarhead noun tron hon 1 11 I hi I 
sugar hill noun a btotftef {/$, 

sugaring-off noun in Canadian maple syrup making, the process of 
boiling the maple sap down to syrup or sugar Canada 199s 
sugar lips noun a smooth talker Australia, rats 
sugar lump; sugar noun LSD Probablyfron 11 ir cubes'which are 
sometimes used as a medium for taking the drug us 1973 
sugar pimp noun 1 pim h ntrols hi 1 titutes through 
charm and affiijftion us, m2 


sugar report noun during war, a letter from home, especially from a 
girlfriend us ww 

sugar shack noun a smal hut built for boiling down maple sap to 
make maple syrup Canada, ms 
sugar stick noun 11 w ren Rh ning I ngf 1 prick, 
sugar tit noun any cherished object or habit us m 
sugar up verb’m^^^NOif US. 1964 
sugar weed noun marijuana which has been adulterated and 
bulked-out with sugar water or honey us, 1969 
suicide alley noun in shuffleboard, a quarter of the opponent’s side 
tff the court us. 1%7 

suicide axle noun in 11 iding and < ig rat ng, a special axle 
assembly that allows fitter frontend us, jks 
suicide blonde noun 1 rl 1 nan h ha iyed her hair blonde 
at home. From the pun: 'dyed by her.own hand' us, 1952 
suicide box noun in mini leeper added to a ( inventional cab. 
So named because of the danger presented to anyone sleeping in 
the bo>; sfbould tbeftruck jackknife us, jot 

suicide club noun 

steeplechase races us. iM 

suicide clutch noun il 1 perated lut h n i motorcyle. If your 
foot slips off when stopped, it engaged the ckrtph US, 19a 
suicide door noun on a car, a door that hinges at the back and 
opens towards the rear us. 1993 

suicide jockey noun 1 fhe driver of a vehicle hauling dangerous 
cargo us. 1976. 2,r dangerous driver uk mi 
suicide king noun n a deci 1 1 I the i 11 I hearts It appears 

that he is plunging a knife Into his head us rass 
suicide season noun > the wet season 

in Australia's tropical notth/KSHWa* sb, 
suicide seat noun the front, passenger seat in a car us 1992 
suicide stew noun 1 n inatior entral ner u system depress¬ 
ants and alcohol us. 19m 

suit noun 1 an e: - vity. The 

term usually suggests a themragainst-us mentality, with 'them' 
being the executives who wear suits; pejorative us 1979. 2 in prison, 
an official ttomunlfMrMd viSftor uk 1996 
suitcase noun the rectu(ji. (4 L*!?’ 

suitcase verb to >r balloon inside a 

body orifice us. im 

suitcase farmer noun a farmer ho al I in the town Canada, 


suitcase pimp; suitcase noun a boyfriend, agent pr l^hef male 
who accompanies a female pornography performer to the set. Not 
flatteffing us. ms 

suited and booted adjective well-dressed uk ms 

suit up verb to place a condom on a penis us, 2000 

sulker noun in horse racin in f horse 

sulphate; sulph noun amphetamine sulphate uk 1996 

Sumatran red noun 1 iriet 1 n 1 nuana uk ms 

sumbitch; sombitch noun a son of a bitch A southern corruption 

SUmmat noun IK. 1984 

Summerland Donkey Cock noun a variety ®f marijuana from 

CANADA. 2002 

summer sausage noun the female partner of a boy in a summer 
romance at camp Canada. 1997 

SUMO shut up an e 1. An acronym fr m the world of office 
jargon uk 2005 

sun noun ► the sun shines out of someone's arse said of a 
person who is con idered perfect m ► the sun’s drawing 
her backstays; the sun’s got her backstays down lines in 
the sky coming down from the sun, predicting rain or bad weather 

CANADA, 1968 
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sunbathers noun in poker, a pair of queens dealt face-up us, mss 
sunbeam noun a piece of cutlery or crockery that was not used 
■fprirr|:-ir?tfeland thus needs no-washing up Australia, mi 
sun belt noun the southern states in the m 9 

sunburnt adjective ' 1 I 1 I ik 1 1 111 ill that have been 

left in the sun to dispolaar slightly to aid a cheat in identifying 
tbsmtiMnother player's hand us im 
Sunday noun a surprise blow from the blind side us ms,7 
Sunday verb to hit someone from their blind side c/s, 1993 
Sunday best noun 1 ur smarte I le uch Inthes were orig¬ 
inally reserved (or Sunday wear uk, im. 2 si vest Rhyming slang, 
With a fine sense of irony UK 1992 
Sunday-go-to-meeting adjective used of clothes, suitable for 
wearing to church. Intentionally rural us mi 
Sunday morn noun inert ion (< the peni ) Rhyming slang for 

Sunday popper noun an occasional user of an addictive drug us mu- 
Sunday punch noun id side us mss 

Sunday run noun in circus and carnival usage, a long trip between 

engagements us mi 

Sunday school show; Sunday school noun a circus or carnival 
with no crooked games and no performances with sexual content 
y%im 

Sunday science lecture noun any presentation made with a captive 
audience Antarctica, 1997 
Sunday suit noun no clothes at alt® m76 ‘ , 
sundowner noun 1 1 1 11 1 er 1 1 raveller died from their habit of 
arriving at a country property just on sundown so that they can 
.a?k'for sustenance without being given any manual labour 
Australia, 1868. 2 si senile patient who is quiet during the day but 
becomes agitated at darkus mi 3 any alcoholic drink enjoyed at 
the end of the day. Recorded im India, Singapore, the East Indies 
and Australia; also in south and east Africa uk, i m. 4 a VF -111 
- Combat aircraft The plane was first deployed in 1942 in the Pacific 
with the mission of shooting down Japanese 'Sons'. Deployed in 
Korea and fetntmus, ixo 

sun gonna shine noun a type of bet in an illegal numbers game 
lottery 

sungunnoun i the tele ion ar u n in i tries a portable, 

' Intense light us ixo 

sunker noun in Newfoundland, a rock or reef just underwater Canada, 

sun kink noun y hot weather 

conditions’!^ ws 

sunner noun a thief ho snatche i lain fr m the wearer's neck. 
Recorded by a Jamaican inmate of a UK prison, August 12002 OK 

sunnies noun sunglasses Australia, mi 
sunny side up adjective of eggs, fried, with’ the yolk on top us, 
sun parlour noun is, 1977 

sunrise noun plays on 

sunset (a Datsun car); also of Japanese manufacture, and Japan's 
identity is 'the land of th%«rg surf tfc, mi 
sunset noun at Sunny, a late- 

1960 s Datsun brand uk, mi 

sunshine noun 1 used as a form of address, often patronising with 
an underlying note of disapproval or threat uk, 1972. 2 LSD us 1971 
Sunshine Coast noun 1 \ in 11 er tin I ( lumbia Canada, ms. 

2 Brisbane, Australia Australia, 1 999 


super no™ 1 a superintendent, especially of an apartment building 
Australia, 1857. 2 a super numerary uk ms. 3 high-octane or top- 
grade petrol ut i 96 , 4incarniva usage, a handsome watch 
displayed as a. prtee.ts mi 
super adjective excellent uk 1895 

super- adjective ii ombination ith i per n nimal or thing, well 
above the usual standard of its type. Under the influence of 
Nietzschtfs philosophical concept, expanded by George Bernard 
Sftaw'Mfey Man and Superman, 1903, and'made most familiar by 
Superman, a-US comic strtp-wpe/herc first seep fn 1938 uk 2003 
super adverb very. Adds a melodramatic, gushing flavour to the 
intensification us 1968 

superbissimo adjective elaboration of 

‘superb’ formed, loosely, with an Italian suffix ijk 2003 
superblush noun ed suit - dia¬ 

monds or hearts us, 1996 

super C noun ket 1 in I Ii hi 1 A an anaesthetic used as a 
hallucinogen &$, 1994 

supercalifragilisticexpialidocious used T v,Minus contexts with 
various meanings by children fascinated with die size of the word. 
Popularised, but apparently not coined, in the 1964 film Mary 
Poppins. The term did not appear in the book, and so some credit 
must be given to Robert B. Sherman, who wrote the lyrics of the 
song. According to The Straight Dope (6th August 2002), 
songwriters Barney Young and Gloria Parker brought a copyright 
infringement suit claiming that they had written a song with a 
variant spelling of the term in 1949. In the 1960s, the term 
replaced 'antidisestabisfimfeptarianism'’ ifo US youth 'longest word' 
contests us ism 

super chicken noun in (rucking, a (ruck owned by Yellow Freight 

Systems tiS®5s 

super citral noun a 1 | ia narci 1 riet f marijuana uk, 2003 

super dope noun in it in ina il in 1 h A idded us 1982 

superduper; super noun a hydrogen bomb £5,1951 


superfly noun 1 1 Iru I iler. Fr nth ilm i\ 1972 us, 1973. 

2 a curly hairstyle popular with I' ack men and women in the mid- 
1970s US. 1975 

superfly adjective tractive, and appealing us, 

supergrass noun 1 1 nformer ho give he >< fee substantial 
amounts of information, 01 who informs on a major crime or 
terrorist operation. Bertie Smalls, a notorious or legendary 
(depending ofiyour point of view) small-time robberturned police 
Informer became, in 1973, the origin; I 'supergrass' uk 1978. 2 good 
quality marijuana; phencyclidine, the recreational tfrbg;'khpyj,ri as 
PCP or angel dust; a combination of the two U& jm 
super hopper noun a Citroen car Citizens' band radio slang uk msi 
super joint noun 
or angel dust us. iS$2 

super Ketama noun iper r gr I- 1 1 In from the Ketama 
region Of OK 2003 

super koolsnoun 11 r-i ' , Il Ii r the recreat nal < ig known as PCP 
or angel dust. Because the addition of PCP makes Pools™, a brand 
shame cigarette arid hence any cigarette, 'superior 1 us j»z 
superman noun 1 a variety of MDMA, the recreational drug best 
known as ecstasy, identified by the embossed Superman shield- 
shaped 'S' motif uk 2002. 2 a var iety of LSD identified by a cartoon 
graphic ofthe comic book and,film superhero uk 1996 
Super Mario noun a variety of MDMA, the recreational drug best 
known as ecstasy, identified by the embossed Super Mario™ motif 


suntans noun. form lc 

sup noun supper US, 1969 

s'up? used as a greeting. A very slurred 'what's up?' us, 
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Super Scooper noon i iter I mber ith i huge scoop for filling 
at speed from a lake or waterway, to dump on fires Canada, 1994 
superskunk noon in 1 1 1 er nr irijuana uk 1999 
superslab noun a major road. Citizens' band radio slang, elaboration 

super-snooper noon 1 sf I inspector employed by the former 
Department of Hea th & Sot ial Services to uncover fraudulent 
Claims uk 1983 

super-snoopy noon 1 Hi ter th ime that has the capa¬ 
bility to take close-up pictures from a ki ometre's distance uk. 1980 
superstud noon 1 11 in ith if e exual pr ess or one reputed 
to be so lucky. Enhancement of stud uk, 1997 
supersweet adjective excellent us, 2002 
Super T noon Tennants Super™, a super strength lager uk, 1997 
super Thai noon of marijuana uk 2003 

superweed noon 1 if extra strength uk 199s 

super-yankee noon 1 1. e be 11 11 n L lifferent horses in 

a specific combination of 26 win stakes or 52 each-way. Also 
kilowh as a Canadian ijk mqy 

supes noun a superior; a respectful form of address. Black usage uk. 


supon noun cornmeal mush Canada. 1955 

supremo adjective excellent extreme us im 

sure adjective ► be sure and take care, don't fail to do something 

sure as Christmas certain uk 1959 

sure as eggs is eggs m«utel erlain ithout a doubt Early 
usage recorded as ‘as sure as eggs be eggs' this idiom is now so 
familiairifiaf etfen the shortening to 'sure as eggs' is understood 

sure as God made little apples; sure as God made little 
green apples le apples'; the 

second form appears to derive from the song by Bobby Russell, 
'Little Green Apples', 1968, in which it is likely that 'green' is 
added for the scansion of the lyric m, im 
sure as shit and taxes very certain ugjgp' 1 
surefire; sure shot adjective cerlam 10 succeed or prevail us. n01 
Sure. I knew you could, used 1 1 1 1 expression of great 
doubt. A borrowing from the children s teevision programme Mr 
Rogers tisisWt 

sure off vert m 1 lie I 11 nber imblin ttery to insure 
numbers that are the object of heavy betting us. 1949 
sure pops noon I e that ha er h 1 1 hted and are likely 

to produce the desired results us. 1950 
sure thing cert; ;e (a certainty) us, 

1896 

sure-thing man noun who is hired 

to play and win a game in order to generate business us. mi 
surf vert ► surf the crimson tide to experience the bleed period 
’ the menstrual cycle US, ims 

surface verb 1 t the business 

of the day. Probably of Naval origins, fftm a submarine surfacing 
uk 1963. 2 to come out of hiding; to leave a surreptitious existence 
and become more' public,® 1971 

surfboard Suzie noun a stereotypical woman who spends time at 
the beach admMftg male surfers us, ism 
surfbumnouna uni nthu h haunt | pular beaches uk 


surf bunny noon a woman who spends a great deal of time at the 
beach, associating with surfers and/or surfing us, 19W 
surfdognoon i i id ete in irfer us. 1991 
surfie noun a surfe|jf|p$fej<i; 1962 

surfie chick noun a young woman companion of a surfer Australia, 


surfing knobs; surfing bumps noon calcium deposits near the 
knees and feet caused by extended contact with a hard surfboard 

surf nazi noun a zealous, devoted surfer us, 19m 
surf-o adjective obsessed wftthftifflng us, 1991 
surf rat noon a beginner surffer® 1990 

surf safari noon 1 h | n earcl if good urfing onditions us. raw 
surf’s down u ^ 1 1 in li n it 1 urf conditions us. 


surf silks noon ; trunks worn under a wetsuit 

U$uik»; ' 

surge noun surgical spirit as an alcoholic drink uk 2000 
surgical truss noun a bus Rhyming slang uk ms 
surprise party noon in poker, a hand that should not win, that is 
not expected by its holder to win, but that wins us, 199 6 

surprise! surprise! 1 I as an 

expression of disappointment, or resignation that the expected 
wrkstbStIpppebed uk w 

Surrey Docks noun | I n r 1 1- 11 exuall transmitted 
infection. Rhyming slang for pox, formed on a famous south-of- 
the-river Illation uk 1974 

sus; suss noun 1 suspicion UK run. 2 an arresl on suspicion; a person 
being arrested for loitering with suspicion uk 1977 
sus; suss adjective suspicious; suspect UK,.im 
Susie College noun tudent us, mo 

suspense noun the time allotted to complete an action us. me 
suspicion verb to suspect someone us, im 
SUSS noun COm'itBSB SHISe UK 190' 

suss verb to suspect or discover the truth about, someone or 
something A shortened forfftbf suspect’ uk rds i 
sussed adjective 1 h i ii c I 10 lg< ih 1 I 11 Hung, well Informed 
uk 1 984 . 2 arrested as a suspected person loitering uk 1977 
sussies noun SUSpIfidStS UK ms 

susso noon 1 government 1 tenan pr 1 I- luring the depression 
of the 1930s Australia, mi. 22 person receiving government 
sustenance.Aysf^WA mr 

suss out; suss; suss on verb li' work oak d soever, find, ascertain or 
understand something Extended rfjwr various senses of sus and 


sussy adjective 2 senses UK, 1965 

suzie noun a Suzul n 1 1 nanu ured nee 1936 but only 
popular in tte W from about 1960) uk 1979 
Suzie Wong; suzie noun 1 2 npleasant smell. 

Shyming slang for pong, formed from the film The World of Suzie 
Wong, I960 ® 1998 

Suzy Robincrotch; Suzy Rottencrotch; Suzy noun during the 
Vietnam war, the generic girlfrier d back home us, mi 
Suzy Sorority noun 1 1 typical sorori ne nber who looks, 
dresses, talks and lives the partus, 1 974 
swa noun southwest Asia us, ms 
swab noun a rgllrgf money us. ms 

swab verb ► swab the deck to perform oral sex on a woman us: 


swabbie; swabby noun a sailor®, tm 

swab jockey noonamjarittieus is ss 
swacked adjective drunk or drug-intoxicated us, 1 94} 
swag noon 1 stolen I I i I mi er e a 111 die earlier 
sense 'a shop' hence the contents seen as the object of theft; orig¬ 
inality, especially liberts .and clothes rather than precious metals 
and stones® 1794. 2contraband Used both as an adjective and a 
noun us, mi. 3 free merchandise or tickets to concerts handed out 
by music recording companies us 1 > 4 the possessions of an 
ftiifafant traveller rolled up in a blanket and carried place 
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to place. The ‘swap' and the 'swagman/swaggie' are Australian 
cultural icons Australia, mi. 5 a person's possessions when 
travelling light. Mg6|t)oric use of the swagman's swag Australia. 
1987. 6 a bedroll Australia, 7 clothes hie best known meaning 
of 'swag' (stolen property) originally referred especially to linens 
and clothes. Here the sense narrows to the type of goods with no 
suggestion of theft uk 1999. 8 money us, 197e. 9 a large amount of 
10 

unlikely that this usage should derive from the 09,.now obsolete 
adjective 'swag (worthless) hut stranger etymologies have 
happened US 2001. ► on the swag carrying a swag and travelling 
as an itinerant austraua. m2 

SWAG noun a joking and derogatory prediction or estimate. A 
'scientific wild-ossed gpesl* Canada, im 
swag verb 1 to move articles in a hurried manner. Extends from the 
sense 'to hustle' uk me. 2 lo hustle or hurry someone us ms 


swank and wank rat to preen In a self-satisfied manner. A neat, 
rhyming-eeinbination of'swank' (to behave in anfiretertious 
manner) and wank (to masturbate) u^ijm 

swanky adjective I. I 1 an 1 1 pietentiously grand. 

First recorded as Wiltshire dialect us m2 
Swan Lake; swan noun 1 rl Hi n in 11 I mned from the 
ballet by Tchaikovsky uk, 1992 

swannie noun a bush shirt. I rom the branded Swanndri™ shirt new 

ZEALAND, 1998 

swanson noun a coward us, 2004 

swap verb ► swap cans (used of ,1 male homosexual couple) to 
take turns a ► swap 

lies and swat flies conversation 

us, m2. ► swap slop to kiss us urn ► swap spit to kiss long 
and m2 


swag adjective 1 stolen us sic. 2 inferior UK 2004 

swag bag noun a bag for loot or special contraband us. 1974 

swaggie noun a swagman Australia, mi 

swagman noun an itinerant nan I king >r il r tramp Australia, 


swag off verb to lock a pri nr ..away uk, me 

SWAK; SWALK; SWANK written on an envelope, or at the foot of 
a lover's letter as lovers code for 'sealed with a kiss'. Embellish¬ 
ments included a 'loving' kiss and a ,'nice' kiss 1 Widely known, and 
well used by servicemen, then a nearly mandatory sign-off line in 
any American teenage love letter Of the ItJSfcand 60s, now apart 
of the coded vocabulary of texting uk, 1925 
swallow noun a drink tm 

swallow verb 1 2 to 

. Accept something that has happened without complaint or 
acknowledgement. A shortening of 'swallow your pride' uk 2000. 

► swallow a dictionary uipedalian; to 

habitually ► swallow a 

gun to commit suicide by gunshot to the mouth us, mi. 

► swallow spit to stop talking; to be quiet us. ms. ► swallow 
the olive to I - ur m| 11 ind n ntration us >96i 

swallow and sigh noun a collar and tie Rhyming slang uk ms 
swallower noun 
AtfitMLLA, >987 

swally noun a drink, ,1 drinking session Glasgow slang from 'swallow' 
UK: SCOTLAND, im 

swami noun t of coaching 

Other players us, 1996 

swamp verb to drink an alcoholic beverage after eating uk m3 
swamp-donkey noun a particularly unattractive woman uk ms 

swamped adjective drunk us ms 

swamper noun 1 a labourer who oads or unloads cargo us, mi. 

2 rubber boots worn during mud season Michigan Upper 
Ftenlnsula usage as j&3 

swamp rat noun 1 1 1 1 I 1 11 1 1 min from near the 

great swamps of the southern US us, ms 
swampy noun tughly and 

steadfastly rural. An-abbreviation of swamp Yankee us, 1953 
swamp Yankee noun 1 1111 1 I t 1 I 1 l-i 11 thoroughly and 
steadfastly rural us, m 

swan verb ► swan about; swan around; swan off to 

or with no apparent purpose (although plpastfie is often 
presumed). The imagery of swans gliding on water; originally 
military, of armoured vehicles (perhaps Sliding over mud) uk 1942 
swan dive noun to pretend to be injured or fouled while playing a 
team sport Canada, 2002 

Swanee river noun the .iMs; Rhyming slang UK fee 
swank noun 1 dim 1 I iter Barbados ms 


swap out verb range F in hor.1 tl sex after one 

partner achieves satisfaction us, 2002 
swapper noun a married per n who er e in pc 11 e capping at 
sex parties us, mr 

swarming noun 1 1 11 1 1 I rn 1 the result of a 

snowball-effect proliferation of instant text message cpramuni- 

swash noun foaming water after a wave breaks on shore US, 1963 
swass noun ty' and ‘ass' 

CANADA, 2003 

swatch noun a quick look uksM^land, 1911 

swatty-blouse noun 

swave and blaze adjective suave and blasb. An intentional 
mispronunciation, meant to be hu.maroij®w|967 
swear verb ► swear and cuss a bus. (%f»felang uk ms. 

► swear by 

sweat noun a worry or difficulty Usually used in the negative, most 
often sweat! 1 uHfr 

sweat verb 1 to coerce meon I 11 1 inter e pressure, usually 
not involving physical force us. 1947. 2 to admire or desire someone 
or something us 1999. 3 to disc ose that a poo player is in fact a 
skilled betting professional us, 1990. 4 to gamble nervously and 
cautiously us mi. ► sweat blood 1 to make an unsparing effort 
uk inn. 2 to be very afraid uk. urn. ► sweat bullets to experience 
••gjaigh degree of nervQiticfension, usually sweating profusely c|§ ' 
1977. ► sweat cobs ► sweat it to 

worry uk ms. ► sweat like a glassblower's arse to perspire 
heavily uk 200.3. ► sweat on t 11 ner 11 expectation us 
19/7. ► sweat the brass horse day after 

day, without gi ► sweat your guts 

out to labour extremely hard; to make the utmost effort us, is 9 o 
sweatbacknoun in ill gal imr ligr 1 1 he US who is working. A 
wetback who is working, and thus sweating;uju962 
sweat box noun 1 a police Interview room uk mi. 2 the waiting area 
outside the room in which a parole hearing is to take place us, 1902. 
3avehiclefor transporting prisoners m smal individual cubicles 
uk 1996 . 4 in trucking, a s eeping compartment behind the seat us, 


sweat chovey noun A com bi nation 

of 'chovey' (an otherwise obsolete term for a shop) with, a product 
. of working-out uk, 2m 

sweater noun 1 a casino employee or executive who cheats 
gamblers us, 1977. 2 in a casino or other gambling establishment, a 
pei$®|i who observes but does not participate in a game us. i 9 es. 

3 a person who worries its rsss 
sweater meat noun the female breasts us 2004 
sweater puppies noun the female breasts us ms 
sweater queen noun a 11 id in I 1 1 li 1 homosexual male 

US 1997 

sweat room noun a small room in a police station where suspects 
4fe interrogated or 'sweated' uk 1974 







Sweatshop | sweet spot 


634 


Sweatshop noun ► the Sweatshop the Apollo Theatre, New York 

US. 1949 

sweaty sock; sweaty noun a So Rhyming si ing for jock (a Scot); 
derogatory, both in its own in agery and , s demonstrated in the 
usage by football supporters to taunt rivals. Certainly in use 
Newcastle-upafhTyne area in 1990 UK xm 
swede noun i From the 

shape of the vegetable uk 1999. 2 a potentially naive provincial 
police officer investigating complaints in London. A nuance used 
%the Metropolitan Police ok 1999 
swede-basher; swede noun a person from the countryside; an 
unsophisticated type. Derives fr-oavffi# foot vegetable uk m3 

swedeland noun 

Fight swede-basher (q person ffphirthe countryside; an 
unsophisticated type) uk. W 7 

swedey noun ► the swedey the provincial police of‘Operation 
Countryman' drafted to London, from 1978 to ihe early 1980s to 
investigate alleged corruption in the Metropolitan Police, particu- 
jjg&bh the Flying Squad fi^rfeiye, formed on swede (a provincial 
police officer), ipunnit}gK>fltTH| sweeney (the Flying Squas0®*ij 19m 
SWedge verb to fight UKiSSifli0t?, W»- 

Swedish adjective sexually permissive I mm Ihe Swedish attitude to 
pornography uk. 2000 

Swedish fiddle noun among loggers, a cross-cut saw. The reference 
Ha Sweden'likely alludes to the 'Swedish saw' Canada, 1942 
Swedish headache noun ai a< hing n the testir les from sexual 
aetivfty that does notgqlrti-qate iq.-ejaculatiorrtgj@5? 

Swedish massage noun ejaculation achieved with the man's penis 
between the woman's breasts uk 1973 
sweedie noun 1 I len J, an acquaintan 1 li ml ao a form of 
address with shallow stftserity, «p;Tfonic mid-Atlantic appl^te* 
«»n of sweetie; identified and popularised In fSBC television: 
comedy Absolutely Fabulous (1992 -2001) uk m2 
Sweeney noun ► on your Sweeney on you- own Ireland, 19 96. 

► the Sweeney the FI in rad, Metropoli rn Police branch Cl 
(1921 -48), subsequently C8; 0 member of the I lying Squad. 
Rhyming slang formed, from 'Sweeney Todd' for 'Flying Squad'. 
Sweeney Todd was the legendary 'Demon Barber of Fleet Street', 
Brought to widespread popular attention by television police 
dramq series The Sweeney, originally broadcast from 1974- 78, 
■which gave the JfWfSsIon that all police work was about guns 
■and last caMM ma 

sweep noun 1 111 ill ii 1 rch and destr 1 lission or a 
concerted search through an area us. 1977. 2 a concerted effort to 
Jindl someone or something illegal vs im 
sweep vert to temati ill earcl 1 >r 11 eil m e devices us. ms. 

► sweep the leaves 1.0 dr ve al the back of a group of trucks 
travelling together, watching for police from the rear us. 1976 

sweeper noun 1 111 11 11 in bikin 11 limt rverhanging the 

trail at approximately face height us 1992. 2 an expert hired to 
seatnah for and locate- fiuitveillanee.- devices os ms 
sweet noun 1 an effeminate male homosexual us. mo. 2 an amphet- 
swirfje tablet us, 1994 

sweet adjective i all right UK 1890. 2 excellent, irt style; admirable us. 
i9S2. 3 amenable. A shift in ihe earlier (Cl8-19) sense as 'gullible, 
unsuspicious' uk 1999. 4 when combined in phrases meaning 
nothing, absolute uk ns. s homosexual us. 1972. 6 drunk Barbados, 

sweet! used to express approval uk mo3 

sweet-arse adjective used for describing someone or something with 
approval, A variation of sweet uk ms 
sweet as adjective satisfying and easy, especially of a crime A 
shortening pf fdte,familiar sweet as a nut uk 2$i 
sweet as a nut adjective 1 of a crime uk. 


sweet bugger all noun absolutely nothing at a I. A sarcastic or 
emphatic vanniioi 1 , 0 ' 1; mi : a . 
sweet chat noun flattery TRilify&ANbWe/fso. 19ft 
sweet cop noun an easy job Australia, rSi# 
sweet count noun in dominoes, a good hand us, 1997 
sweet daddy noun a plfnpws 1 m: 
sweet deedee noun in h i mug 1 ■ "inhination wager 
fodyentlonatty'known as the 'daily double* fig 
sweet dreams noun heroin UK ms 

sweet dying Jesus an after.. lamaf 1 ith Canada, ms 

sweeten verb 1 in [ kei 'in ise th imoun betc/s, raa 2 in the 
tups-ion land film industries, to make subtle improvements in the 
$@«WKck vs, m 

sweetened air noun candy floss us. mi 
sweetener noun 1 a bribe uk mis. 2 cash us. 2003 
Sweet evening breeze noun >see: evening breeze 
sweet Fanny Adams; sweet FA noun i>see: fanny adams 

sweet fuck all noun absolutely nothing at all. A sarcastic or 
emphatic variation of fuck all uk m9 
sweethead noun a-irnqrijuana user us 1997 
sweetheart noun 1 used as an endearment or what is intended to 
be an endearing form of address Often patronising uk 1290. 2 used 
as a menacing form of address. An ironic variation of the gepMfl^ 
endearment uk ipg. 

sweetheart adjective used of a trade union overly sympathetic to, if 
.tnot controlled by, management us rs® 
sweet Heaven! used as a mild expletive, or register of shock, 
surprise, etc UK. 2 $e 

sweetie noun 1 a sweetheart us. ms. 2 used as a wheedling, 
patronising form of address us, 1971. 3 an effeminate man, usually 
an effeminate, homosexual. A pejorative, adopted by gays as an 
ironic endearment us, 197. 4 a sweet (an individual chocolate-or 
sugar-based item of confectionary). fee® 'sweetmeat', but now 
considered a ; -ijjildish extension of'sweet'; generally heard ini the 
plural uk is I®. 5 tablets foi medication or recreation. From the 
sense as 'confectionary' uk - 6 the drug Preludin'™, a stimulant 
that suppresses the appetite us. 1970. 7 an amphetamine or MDMA 
tablet uk 1994 

sweetie-pie noun camp form of 

address. An eh-ii 1 "i ' II u 1 "I sweetie as an endearment. 
.Jin 1947 thp anii^i^rt'.Sften' Tweety Pie won an Qgqgr UK tm 
sweet Jesus noun morphine; heroin us. m7 
sweet Jesus! used as a mild expletive, or register of shock, surprise, 

sweet leaf noun marijuana us, 200 

sweet limburger! med f r expr in 11 il A signature line 
of Colonel Sherman Potter on M*A*S*H (CBS, 1972-83). Repeated 
wtth referential ns® 

sweet Lucy noun 1 muscatel wine ( is. 1973. 2 any cheap wine us. 1997. 

3 a solution of hashish and wine 1 is. 1 m. 4 marijuana us, nos 
sweet mack noun 1 pimj 1 nti I In pi itute thr ugh 
'ctafrin and; attention us, ;sf-- 

sweetman noun 1 111 ii 1 h upported t 11 lover a pimp 

TtmPAD AND TOBAGO 1939 

sweet Miss Adams noun >see: fanny adams 

sweet name noun > and tobago , 

sweetness noun used as an endearment uk 1992 

sweet on 

sweet shit in a bucket! 11 11 1 1 1 1 inger frustration or 

despair us, Is to 

sweet spot noun the surfboard 
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sweet stuff noun | I I In hi- her n or morphine us 

sweet-talk verb i i itter or leone to < nvince omeone through 
kind words us, nx 

sweet thing noun m itt i i - oung woman us 1971 
sweet tooth noun an addiction 10 morphine us. 1x1 
swell noun a wel : man uk ux 

swell adjective go i; attractive h. A ke 1- e< t slang for more 
than a century, eventually displaced by cool uk, im 
swellbow noun 1 I-1 -II 1 ii I 1 I 1 11 id cooter-riders' 

slang; #*$Siofi of 'swell' and 'elbow' m, 1998 
swell pipes noun in circus and carnival usage, a good singing voice 

swell-up noun crack cocaine uk. im 

swerve noun 1 a 

2 intoxication us, 2001 ► get your swerve on to drink to the 
point of intoxication us. ms 

swerve verb 1 i 1 1 il me ne 1 n I in I m the conven¬ 
tional sense Jto change direction abruptly); probablya shortening 
of body-swerve UK' Scotland. i9 ss. 2 to make a late change in your 
plans. Teen slang uk 20m 

swerve past verb to visit a place briefly; to go out of your way uk. 


swift adjective 1 good, clever us. 1970. 2 of police, corrupt UK 1977 
swiftienouni 1 I- e tful 1 1 I 1 1 2 an alcoholic 

tJfffik cjuickty drunk, a 'swift drink' The spelling 'swifty' is also 
used uk 2001 

swifting noun in the ice, an actior 11 1 1 1 quick arrest when 

it may not be cleat that all elements of the offence can be proved. 
Worn 'swift 'un' (a quick, possibly unfair arrest) UK 1999 
swig noun an act of drinking deeply, especially of intoxicating liquor 

swig verb to dm il | 1 II 1 | I ml 1 ill of intoxicating 

liquor. From swig (a drink) uk 1654 
swill noun a drink ufcsMt 

swill cup noun /erages us, 2003 

swiller noun a.ypjdic house u$,mi 

swim noun ► in the swim active socially, date'JAWS'trends 
and fashions uk im 

swim verb 1 to parade ostentatiousl - 1 11 1 1 I swan (to move 
with no purpose) uk 1952. 2 to move through a stadium or 
auditorium, experiencing a-Jpofiffrom different perspectives os; 

swimmer noun 1 a car that ha >een driven or f lien into a body of 
water us, m2. 2 in horse racing, a horse that peforms very well on 
wet track copdfbens Australia, im 
swimmers noun tralia, m7 

swimmiesnoun uland, ms 

swindle sheet noun 1 a record of reimbursable business expenses 
that is completed by a travelling sales representative or business, 
executive. An implicit suggestion that these records are not always 
entirely honest us. 1949. 2 in trucking, a trucker's daily log book us, 

swine nouni an uni I isant per n, esp ia 1 use or degraded 
person; a sensualist uk -w 2 a police officer; the police us. 1997. 

3 a prison guard us, 1976. 4 a difficult or awkward thing. From Ihe 
sense as 'an unpleasant person’ uk ns; 5 leather, especially leather 
car upholstery us 2002 

swing noun 1 a bag (or similar receptacle) that is used to transfer 
contraband items between prison cells by being attached to a 
length of string (pf slftillar) and swung froth dne cell window to 
another. Also called a 'swinger' uk 1996. 2 a punch delivered with a 
wide sweep of the arm, especially in the phrase: take a swing at uk; 
mo. 3 an employee’s rest period in a shift system; a pattern of 
working that incorporates such rest periods, hence, fitffre off work 
us 1917. 4 a consensual orgy us, 1x9 


swing verb 1 to ei 1 equenl mil - ith Afferent partners uk 
191,4. 2 to have fun, especial y in a currently fashionable or 
unconventional activity; hence, to be fashionable us. mu. 3 to 
accomplish something, especially sometbMg#iat is difficult uk, 

1933. 4 to be executed by hangir g hanging has been the principal 
form of!#ffcution in the British Isles since the C5; the death 
penally was abolished in the UK in 1965 (except for crimes of 
treason, piracy with violenceand arson in the Royal Dockyards}uk; 
1542. 5 to play jazz with feeling and a basic understanding of the 
medium us. 1933. 6 to cheat or swindle someone us. 1952. 7to steal 
something. Casino usage us mo. 8 in high-low poker, to declare for 
both high and low us, 1979. ► swing both ways to be bisexual uk 
1972. ► swing it 1 to malinger, to shirk responsibility; to evade 
duty. Variation of swing the lead v ■ ■■■■„ 2 io achieve something 
by trickery or influence uk, mo. ► swing the lead to malinger; 
to shirk responsibility; to evade duty. Popular etymology holds this 
jo; be the 'sounding-lead' with which the depth of water is 
measured; in practice 'heaving the lead' is a skillgtj task. 

certainly has naval origins uk nit. . 

swing by verb to visit briefly; to go out of your way uk 2001 
swingdom noun a culture of casual sexual interaction us. 1997 
swinger noun 1 sures us, 1959. 

2 someone who engages in spouse or partner swapping us, 1964. 3 a 

person who f 4 .mo has 

attempted suicide by hanging ui 5 in trucking, a large load us 

swing gang noun in the television and:tt|isindu$tfi.es,th;fe crew;t|iat. 

prepares and dismantles the sel us, 1990 
swingingfioun -n n q | in of sexual partners as a 
deliberate activity UK me. 

swinging adjective 1 lively and alert and progressive; uninhibited; 
fashionable uk 19,,/. 2 of a court case, adjourned until a later date 
AUSTRALIA, 1975 

swinging dick noun an ordir 1 nil metime euphemised 
(barely) as 'swinging Richard' us, nx 
swingle noun an unmarried person in search of a sexual partner us, 

swing oil noun to a golfer, beer or#ertKjfe 2000 
swing-out noun a fight between youth gangs US, 1972 
swings and roundabouts 1 he rough and the smooth; used of a 
fluctuating situation where the average outcome remains constant 
whatever action ii taken. A reduction of the proverb 'what you 
Igfe the swings you gam on the roundabouts 'iM 1983 
swing shift noun a work schedule that begins late in the afternoon 
and continues until the middle of the night, traditionally from 4 
pm until midnight us. 1943 

swipenouni rhea Ii 1 I ith a in ing motion (may 

be applied to a bat addressing a ball, 01 a hand hitting flesh) uk 
1807. 2 an instance of adverse criticism Extended from the pre¬ 
vious sense uk 19:12. 3 an objectionable person uk 1929. 4 the penis 
us. 1969. s potent, homemade pineapple-based alcohol. Hawaiian 
usage us 1982. 6 in drink great amounts of kava, a tranquillity- 
inducing, herbal beverage njr'w 

swipe verb 1 to hit someone. From an earlier sense, 'to swing the 
arms in a circular motion' uk is,si. 2 lo sleal something us, ism. 

3 to take something, bi 11 not ilecessari y to steal it uk 1947 

swipe me! a euphem 1 1 1 irprise, replacing'fuck me!'. A 

slight variant of the obsolete and hence euphemistic 'swive' (to 
have sex).UK:1JaS 

swipes nouni 2 

(1786) 'a small beer' uk im 

swish nouni a homosexua male, especially of the dramatically 
effeminate type us 1941 2 weak alcohol made by letting water 
stand in old screech barrels Canada, 2001 
swish verb 11 f a homosexual male) to beh m a flamboyant, 
camp or effeminate manner us, 19a. 2 (among drug users) to 
distribute drugs,especially hallucinogenic drugs newZkaiand. 19m 
swish adjective 1 Devonshire 

dialect uk 1879. 2 b atant v homosexual Also variant 'swishy' us, 1941 
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swish Alps noun i ip Ho x HI 1 Lo Angele li 'iii i A swoosh no™ the name given to the tii -I up II go III'"’ ht 

homosexual enclave us. m3 sports shoe manufacturer us. 2001 


swisher noun I with marijuana us, 1999 

swish faggot noun an effeminate ..mi iti< homosexual man 

swish tank noun a holding cell in a jail where homosexual suspects 
pnd prikjf#??-i<e kept us, 1992 

Swiss Army knife; swiss army noun a wife. Rhyming slang, 
formed on a commercial tool that is marketed in a wide range of 
variations m. ms 

Swiss banker noun used as an all-purpose form of abuse. Rhyming 
slaart'g, for wanker 

Swiss-cheeze up verb to shoot t per n r pi e full of holes. The 
Image of a piece of cheese such as Emmental us, 2002 
switch noun 1 a s ii ill Je knife tha pen ith i button-operated 
spring us 1949. 2 in a sexually oriented massage parlour a massage 
given to the masseuse by the customer us m2. 3 the buttocks us, 

switch verb to a ► switch lanes 

change allegiance. Used by teenage gang members ok 2003 
switchable noun a pel r 11 h 1 III 1 i pi either the sadist or 
masochist w a sado-masochism encounter us, tm 
switchboard jockey noun a telephone operator tss tsjx 
switched on adjective 1111 11 I 1, up-t late and ell informed uk 
1964. 2 drug-intoxicated us m2. 3 excited by music; aroused by a 
set09j':oppoftH.r®y. EteStficd! imagery ukuwzz 
switcher noun a bisexual us. im 
switcheroo noun I 1 11 hange us 1933 

switchfoot noun in- h i m in th either foot forward, 
depending on the conditions us 1964 
switch hitter noun 1 a bisexual us i960. 2 a person who masturbates 
with first antf listen the other us, ms 

switchies noun 

switch list noun on the railways, a menu us, tsw 
switch monkey noun a railway pointsman tgysfe' 
switch off verb i to stop paying attention; to lose interest uk, 1921. 

2 to knock someone out t ectrical imagery uk 2000 
swizzle; swiz; swizz noun t indie; a disapf ntment half-jokingly 
described as a 'swindle' uk 
swole adjective upset, provoked; angry us 19.9s 
swoles noun muscles. From 'swollen' us 2004 
swoll adjective muscular m2 


S-word noun 1 the word 'shit' us. ism. 2 the word ‘sex' us, ms. 3 the 
word 'socialism' us mz 

sword fighting noun a sexual act 111 which iwo erect pemses 
compete for or share the attention of a single person performing 

swordsman noun 1 a man with an impressive reputation for his sex¬ 
ual prowess UK ms. 2 a male homosexual UK m3 
sword swallower noun a 11-1 1 10 perfi n ral sex on a man. 

The working title of the 1970s pornographic classic Deep Throat 
was Sword Swaltower us, tm 

swot verb to study, especially at the last possible moment before an 
exSftttsati;ph new Zealand, 1934 
swot; swat noun an extra-studious student uk wso 

SWOt Vac noun Sl 11 lei I ll 1 II 11 h I M I “I ,\t\j AUSTRALIA, 1983 

swy noun 1 the gambling game two-up. Ultimately from German 
zwei (two), possibly via Yiddish \ustraua, ms. 2 two; a two-year 
jlfison sentence; two shillings; two pounds; two ounces oftpbacSO; 
.‘IgOtniSserman zwei (two). The spelling l swi' is also used austraua, 

swy game noun I imblin an 1 4 tralia. m, 

swy school noun i _i up o > pi |l is h gambling game two- 

up AUSTRALIA, 1 944 

sXe noun used as an identifying word by members of the Straight 
Edge youth culture. The 's' and 'e' are, obviously, the initials of 
'Straight Edge', while thp.'f represents the rubber stamp marked 
* the hands of prSdferiagS patrons at youth dubs US 2000 
Sydney Harbour noun tralia. 1942 

Sydney or the bush a I 01 mAUins Australia, 1915 
Sylvester Stallone; Sylvester adjective alone. Rhyming slang, 
formed orntfeUS film actor (b.1950)«c im 
synch noun ► in synch; in sync in accord with. Figurative use of 
the abbreviated in synchronization (working together) us, mi 
syndicat noun in Quebec, a trade union Canada, 2002 
syndicate noun 1 a criminal organisation us, ms. 2 a small group of 
close friends. Joining crew and posse as crime lerms applied to 
friends iS-fW I 

synergy noun 4 11 n In 1 phen hylamine, a mild 
hallucinogen us, 1995 
syph noun syphilis C& iftm 

syrup noun prescription cough syrup, used recreationally us, 1995 
syrup head noun 1 per 1 h abuses for non-r ledicinal purposes 
non-prescription medication containing dextromethorphan (DXM) 


swollen-headed adjective cohcSitlsjifii.tises. 
swonked adjective exhausted by heavy work Canada, 1953 
swoon verb to seduce of'fbjfcafldfe' someone act?® 
swoonie nickname i 1 ie ntem; in iollar coin. In 2002, with the 
Canadian;dollar dropping in valugj this parody nickname isderived: 

from LOONY CANADA, 2002 

swoontime noun the approximate time when young people 
congregate somewhere to socialise usySs# 
swooper noun tte-ends (to 

roll new ones) I he swooper swoops on his prey us 1996 
swoop squad; swoop team noun a unit ol prison officers detailed 
to discover drugs and other contraband uk 1995 


syrup of fig; syrup of figs; syrup noun a wig. Rhyming slang. 
Syrup of figs is used as a laxative. Noted in use among criminals 
by David Powis, The Signs of Crime, 1977; asashowbusinessterm 
by Red Daniells, 1980, and in wide and general use by Ray Posffe^ 
Cockney Rabbit, 1992 UK 1977 

syrupped up adjective intoxicated by cough syrup taken for non- 
medicinal purposes us.ifm 

system noun it 2 an audio 

system, especially a loud cai audio system us, 1993 
systems kicker noun in prisbpy% rebellious inmate. One who kicks 
against the system uk 1996 

SYT noun a you I weet young 

thing us 1979 




Tt 


T noun i marijuana 1 lie simplest abbreviation of tea wc 195 0. 

2 cocaine Probably an abbreviation of another slang term for 
'cocaine' such as toot 1 % 2003. 3 a lee shirt uk 20m. ► to a T 
precisely, exactly uk m 

T nickname the local rai system serving urban and suburban Boston, 
Massachusetts, used witti'the’ From the'official designation, 
"Boston Transport us, m7 

ta thank you. An abbreviation of 'thanks' or 'thank you'; originally 
childish or juvenile, now widespread UK, trM- * 
tab noun 1 a toilet in ne taken as a recreational drug a single 
dose of ISO. Originally medical and pharmaceutical jargon, added 
to the vocabulary of drugs users in the 1950s uk mi. 2a tabloid 
newspaper us. m. 3 a bill, especially in a restaurant or bar us, 1946. 
4a cigarette. Originally northern dialect, spread with media usage 
uk ism. s a walk or march across country uk m 2 . 6 an enterprise, 
an activity us me. ► run a tab 1 il In I ithout paying for 
each one, paying instead the entire biff at the efid-jpiSI}| session 


tackle noun 1 the male eni ilia iriginal 1 nan’s tackle' sub¬ 
sequent familiarity reduced the necessity for 'a-ftssri's’ UK rzss, 

2 food and drink; 'stuff; more recently, drugs uk. ks 7 
tackle verb to com 1 t< flirt 'DTOBAGO,m7 

tacky adjective vulgar, unrefined, unattractive, aesthetica y 
unappealling; 'cheap and nasty' us. m2 
taco adjective Mexican. Offensive. I rom the Mexican street food us. 

taco bender noun 1 Mr 1 1 1 r Mr 1 imAmeri in Offensive us, 1992 
Taco Hell nickname a Ta II" hi i taurant us. 1990 

tacoland noun eighbourhood. 

Offensive us. m 

taco wagon noun rolours, chrome and 

other accessories associated with MexicamAmerican car 

enthusiasts us, ixo 

tad adjective little; a small amount Perhaps from dialect tad (toad) 


tab verb 1 to march or otherwise travel on foot across country. 

Military us m2. 2 to make a drug into tablet (orm us >967 
tabasco noun napalm us, 1991 
tabbed adjective dressed, stylishly us. im 

tabla noun a surfb ir 1 nisi im; rted to the US from Mexico by 
American, surfers g $.‘077 

table noun a pinball 

table dance noun in 1 trip u em pr ite e ual performance 
near or 6ft a customer's table us. 1992 
table grade adjective 1 I 1 man, sexua ippealing A clear 
suggestion of oral sex, or eating us, 1972 

table-hopper; table-topper noun a nectophiM,us mp 
table manners noun which may 

provide clues a,s ttttfce relative strength of his hand us, mi 
table muscle noun the 19 84 

table pussy noun a woman with good looks and manners us, >970 
tablescore verb tales us, 1997 

table talk noun in poker, idle chatter that does not rise to the level 
of distracti ng talk is 

table time noun a time-based charge for playing pool us, 1993 
table zamboni noun a cleaning rag used by a bartender. Zamboni is 
an ice resurfacer usee! on ice rinfeys, m 7 
tab out verb to pay a bar bill and leave the bar us 1992 
tabs noun the ears jaw- 
tacit noun ► take a tacit to stop talking us 
tacknouniin tl in 1 1 1 I 11 1 n e |i ill I vulgarity, bad 
taste or kitsch us, me. 2 a tattoo us 1992. 3 marijuana uk me 
tacked adjective drunk or drug-inloxicated us, 2004 
tacked back adjective covered with tattoos us m9 
tacked out adjective in trucking, running at full speed. A 
construction from 'tachometer' 10071 
tacker noun Cornwall) 

AUSTRALIA, 1942 

tackety bit; tackety noun w rhyming slang 

for tit from the local pronunciation of 'tackety' (steel-tipped and 
-heeled) boa%tm; Scotland, m 
tackie noun a Africa, m 

tackies noun running shoes, trainers south Africa, 1913 
tackiness noun a state of unrefined vulgarity us, >977 


tadger noun the pen )ri nail iial 11 1- in rhyming slang 
FOX AND BADGER 1961 


tadpole noun an ' H light >1 e ition militar helicopter. From its 
shape uSiass 

tadpole factory noun the testicles uk, 2003 

ta ever so that il 11 An elat ration of ta and variation of thanks 


Taffia; Tafia noun 1 1 n 1 I nspira in I lential Welsh people, 
especially Welsh-speakers, that control many areas of Welsh life for 
own benefit A blefitf of taff (Welsh) and 'mafia' (a crinsmAI 
association) uk wales, im 

Taffy; Taff noun a native of \ lie 1 m -II , id (David - the 
Welsh patron saint and everyday Christian (tame) as heard by 
'English ears Taffy since about 1700, since 1929 uk 1964 
tag noun 1 tl in ill I 1 mi f a graffit rtist F mm‘tag (a 
label) us 1998 . 2 a stylised signature often confused with graffiti us, 
1997. 3 a nickname, or popular designation us 1950. 4 a number 
plate us, 1972. 5 a planned murder us m 2 . 6 in the television and 
- .i^n iBctastnes, a very short final scene us. 1990 
tag verb 1 to shoot and hit someone or something us, 1992. 2 to strike 
or hit someone or something us, 1975. 3 to catch or arrest 
someone, or convict someone of a crime us 1966. 4 to spray-paint 
graffiti in a signature styling us, >9®. 5 to tattoo part of the body 
its 1993. 6 to bestow a nickname on someone us, weo. 7 to identify 
someone or something us. 

tag-along noun 111 I I 1 I <1 1 II 1 1 I I III II II 

tag and bag verb to put a name tag on a corpse and place the body 
in a body bag Vietnam war usage us, mi 
tagger noun a pel 1 I ite hi 1 1 iture in a stylised fashion 
on public walls, subways, etc us, 1997 
tagging crew noun 1 1 1 1 1 inn artists us m9 

tag plant noun a prison number plate manufacturing shop US, 2000 
tag shop noun the area In a prison where number plates are 
manufactured us, 195s 

Taig; Teague nickname a Catholic I rom the anglicised spelling of 
the Irish name/nickname TadhgUK mi 
tail nouni tlw l 1 I 1 I hi 11I ranu 2 a woman, 

regarded as a sexual object wesffien, collectively, categorised with 
the same regard us im. 3 an act of sexua intercourse or sexual 
intercourse in a general sense. The earlier, obsolete, senses of 
‘penis' and 'vagina' come together in .j jpgicaf eonsequenceuK, 1933. 
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4 a person who is following someone else closely and secretly us, 
mu. s in prison, an informer us 199 6 the term of a prisoner's 
parole us. 1992. 7 in hot rodding, a fox tai or racoon tail tied to the 
car us. i960. ► bust your tail to give the maximum effort us 1996 
tail verb to follow someone ► tail 'em 

in the gambling, game two-up, to throw a pair of tail? austrMA im’t 
tail-better noun in the gambling game two-up, a player who bets on 

tails Australia, tses 

tail-end Charlie noun someone at the rear of any group or 
expedition. Originally the name given to the rear gunnef.Bfjfa 
Royal Airfferce bomber, hence 'the man at the back' uk. mi 
tailgate verb 1 1 tlk ve el ehir I in her person A vari¬ 
ation of the conventional sense uk, 2003. 2 to eat and drink 
Clustered in parking lot before a sports event lk iax 
tailgunner noun 1 homosexual male 1 land, ms 

tailie noun in the it. ip a player who bets on tails 

AUSTRAL f4, mo 

tail lights noun LSB «: m 

tailor noun in gin, a win without the opponent scoring us, 1950 

tailor-made; tailor; taylor noun a factory-made cigarette us 1 924 
tail pain noun m [ un n > bago 2003 

taily noun the penis us, m2 

taima noun man in ,1 1. P< ibl in ision 1 1111 11 7d/landes (Thai) 

and marijuana uk 199s 
taint noun the pertheuni tcrsss 

t’aint no crack, but a solid fact what I am saying is the truth us 

Taj Mahal noun 1 I 11 e ering rada intennae at NORAD air 
defence radar stations Canada, 1995 
take noun 1 an opin n, a vie I'll rom television and film 
jargon, 'take' (a recorded scene), suggesting a point of-view wc 2001. 
» stolen property, especially money us isss. 3 a theft Australia, 1975. 

► on the take accepting brities us. mo 

take verb 1 (of a male) t 111 -.. / us 2 to defeat 

someone us 1939. 3 to successfully swindle someone us, 1946. 

► take advantage (of a mar 1 edi e meone, to have sex 
with someone, to force sex upon someone Euphemistic, but 
often jocular us. 192s. ► take back water 10 back down on a 
brag or dare; to refuse a challenge. This phrase is derived from 
rowing Canada, 1972 ► take care of someone 10 kill someone, 
to kill one or more, especially as an expedient solution to a 
problem uk urn ► take in laundry to wear underwear internally 
uk 2001. ► take it in the shorts to 00 abused or defeated us, 

► take it lying down to submit tamely uk, 19 ► take it 

Nelson to relax uk, 1996. ► take on for the team to accept 
responsibility for an unpleasant task for the greater good Of a 
jjrpup. Originally a baseball team, used as an ex post facto expla¬ 
nation of a batter advancing to first base after being hit with a 
pitch us, 2ooi. ► take one 1 Ire open huheryu/c mo ► take 
one for the team ntion to the 

less attractive of a pair of friends in the hope that your’friend' $ilf 
have success with the more attractive membei of the pairus 2002. 

► take someone apart 1 I ut I I if meone in a fight; 

to reprimand ► take someone for a 

ride 1 to swindle 1 I .. 12 2 in a car, to take a 

planned victim 1 1 n enient potfori lur ei /. 1927. ►take 

stoppo to escape. Based on top; ( geta is t ™ ►take 
the biscuit u ed In 1 1 ntext of surpri >r innoyance at 
something win h is remarkat 1 tr rdinar k 1907 ►take 
the cake ince at 

something that is startingly improbable us. mm ► take the 
cheese to be con 1 ere in the n t nega e manner; in a 
figurative ense, to 1 he pri 1 I 1 1 1 m ► take 

the micky; take the mickey; take the mick; take the 
michael " 1 All vari- 

-isfions of rhyming slang mike bliss; micky bliss (piss); literal and 
euphemistic translations of take the piss. The variations 0L 
'mickey', 'mick' etc may be given an initial capital uk 1935. 

► take the piss; take the piss out of someone 1 to make a 


fool of someone; Id .puli someone's leg. To piss and hence deflate 
a bladder gives the central idea of deflation, in this case by making 
a feptof perhaps coincidentally an inflated bladder |pji stick) is 
the mediaeval comedy prop associated with a fool uk 1984. 2 to 
implement a urine test. A literal pun on the sense 'to tease 
someone' uk mo. ► take the ta-ta kiss; take the ta-ta to 
makeafool of someone; to pul someone's leg. Rhyming slang for 
take the piss ► take yourself 

in hand (of a male) to masturbate UK 1953 
take a little, leave a little f the standing 

orders that carnival workers have fbf Cheating customers us, ms 
take a running jump!; take a running jump at yourself! use# 
as a contemptuous expression of dismissal uk 1933 
take a train! used as an all-purpose insult us, mi 
takedown noun the amount earned mit»- 
take down verb ► take 

someone down a peg 1 reduce a per 1 elf esteem; to force 
a brash or bumptious person to conform uk 1959 
take-down brights noun ille - bright light < 1 a police car used 
when ordering a driver to pull over us, 1992 
take-homes noun 

take it away! commer - he entertainment tart the music! uk 

take-man noun the member of a criminal gang who actually steals 
the m(m&/A ustralia, tbs-' 

take money noun 1 1 pr I 11 II 1 ther illegal scheme 

US.W7S: 

take night to make day II out effort 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1986 

taken short adjective desperate to urinate or defecate uk 1890 
take-off noun 1 1 1 g n lin_ pe ition 1 le imount of the bet 
money taken by [he house us, rasa 2 a mimicking Impression; a 
parody us «*.. 3 in surfing, the catching of a wave and start of a 

take off verb 1 [i 11 - 1 li 1 espe II 1 inject 1 d tug us, 1952. 2 to 
bring someone to orgasm us 197s. 3 to go; to leave uk 1959. 4 in 
surfing, to catch the momentum of a wave and begin a ride us, 

1970 . 5 to rob a place; to steal something 1 is. i960. 6 to mimic or 
parody someone or something uk uu,. ► take off a piece of 
work to masturbate us 2002 
take-off artist noun an escaped prisoner uk 199 6 
take on verb me us, 1972 

take-out noun in poker, [he minimum number of chips that a 
player can buy from tfe; 6 |nk at onceftS issA 
take out verb 1 to kill someone us 1939. 2 to win a game, an award a 
;|}tia§. 0 f the :(ikfo 40 sr®tui ws 

taker noun 1 wearer's neck. 

Recorded by a Jamaican ’inmate of a UK jaffedrv August 2002 uk 

takey-ah-ways noun take-a ""I Pr< >r iou 1 ed with a mock 
Maori accent new Zealand, ms 

take you everywhere twice - the second time to apologise 

used as a jocular reprimand to a companion who has just said or 
done something contrary t§®fe accepted social code; or (replacings 
you with him or her) to the company at large, as a humorous 
acknowledgement of sjpsj 9 faux pas uk 2002 
take your pick adjective tupid. Rhymir Ian 1 'thick possibly 
formed from the title of a television quiz show broadcast between 
1955 and 68 UK 199s 

takkies noun running shoes south Africa, 2001 

takkouri noun hashish. A corruption of Tunisian takrouri (hashish) 

talalanoun the 1 I 1 1 1 I 1 11 1 T bago. 1959 

talc; talco noun cocaine. Another white powder as a metaphor us, 1934 
talent noun 1 a categi 1 tion fsexua ^tractive people (within a 
given area), ttfkjSlIy by heterosexual tnen of women and by 
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talented | Tangier tiger 


homosexual Tnto#itrien; occasional use by-women increased ift 
the 1990s UK 194/. 2 an intelligent, resourceful criminal US, 1932. 

► the talent he 

performers us, 

talented adjective attractive us, 19% 

Tale of Two Cities; tale o' twos adjective the female breasts. 
Rhyming slang for tittie(s), formed from the title of Charles 
Dickens’ novel, iSSsi Often spOonerised as 'Sale of Two Titties'OK, 


tall adjective 1 used i 1 1 entence length >2 2 drug- 

intoxicated. A play on high us, 1946 
tallboy noun a; 1 ^rocinee c#ibiSaffaft tm, 

tall grass noun in circus and carnival usage, an extremely remote 
location us, 

tallie; tally noun 0 m! bottle of beer 

AUSTRALIA, 2003 

tall order noun an excessive demand, a difficult thing to achieve US. 


Taliban adjective g ei 1 nickname i eccentric or 
unconventional student, especially one of Arab ethnicity. "feeti 
slang, post 11 th September 2001 ; from the Muslim fundamentalist 
government. The words ’tetfOfist' and fundamentafsf are also 
cutt|rt| as nicknames tSsgtw 

talk vert i to tmiii ii- i-i inf ii i i i leoneus, mm. 2 to 
have a sexual relationship in prison us. m o 3 (used of a truck) to 
emit a clear souni rom the nokeslacl s > ► talk game to 

analyse the busine l r titu n ► talk noise to exag¬ 

gerate; to lie us, rase. ► talk shit i i fspa-age omeone or 
something; lo exaggerate us. 2 to talk nonsense us, mid-cso. 

► talk smack s. 

► talk stink i malign m ne or om hing Hawaiian youth 

► talk story i i idle 

► talk the hind 

legs off a donkey - talk 

persuasively. The surviving variation of many de-legged creatures: 
'bird' ( 1929 ), 'cow' oi 'dog ( 1887 ), 'horse' (mainly dialect), 'jackal', 
etc uk, ms. ► talk though your neck to talk non en e 

► talk through your arse; talk through your ass; talk out 
of your arse to talk nonsense uk, i% ► talk through your hat 
to talk (ill-informed) nonsense us ct.-c ► talk to Ralph Beukler 
to yfeiit Canada, 2002. ► talk to Ralph on the big white phone 
to .vomit us, mu. ► talk to the canoe driver to perform oral sex 
on a woman us. n/i. ► talk to the seals to vomit. Surfer usage 
us, 1997. ► talk trash to engage in aggressive verbal sparring; to 
speak offensively us, om. ► talk turkey lo speak candidly and 
OpSf® stout an important issue US 1903 

talk and walk noun the practi f pi ing [ /chological 
improvement in Stjpon therapeutic setting to improve your 
sftjaoerf-of parole us, an 

talk at verb to talk to someone I he 'at' is a folksy affectation that 
decreases the formality of the statement US. see 
talkdown noun the conversational technique used to guide an LSD 
user who is having a difficult ttme back to reality us, 1994 
talker noun in the circus or carniva . a person who entices 
customers into the side show us 19m 
talkie noun a film with sound; a film Mainly historical, as an 
opposite to silent films us 1913 
talking handbag noun a, portable rad up UK, soar, 
talking head noun an expert guest on a television or radio news 
show 

talking woman noun a female performer who banters with the 
audience as she strips off her clothes us, 1950 
talkman noun prisoner's 

face. Gulf-war usage, punning omtte-Watkman™ portable music 
device 0 $ t»r 

talk of the devil! said of 1 pe m ho III eing spoken of 
arrives unexpectedly; hence, an ungracious, though not necessarily 
unfriendly, greeting to that person. A shortening of the proverb 
'Talk of the Devil, andfip^ presently at your elbow' uk ms 
talk powder noun any cen mulant us, ms 

talk to the hand; tell it to the hand (because the face isn't 
listening); speak to the hand used for expressing a complete 
lack of interest in what is being said Usually followed with 
'because the face don'tigive a damn’ or something in a similar 
vein, accompanied by a gesture of a raised hand, palm facing the 
other js^rign us, ms 


tall poppy noun 11 person when 

viewed as needing deflation Australia, 1902 
tall poppy syndrome noun he habl fdeni rating successful 
people An outgrowth 0' the Australian's strong sense of 
egalitarianism and habit of siding with the tfnderdog vtosTO4t/A m3 
tall story; tall tale noun an elaborate lie; an (enjoyable) exagger- 

tall winenoun - 1 rich tl nan below the man moves and 
keeps her buttocks upwihe bed triniDad and tobago, im 

Tally adjective teffipn UK: SCOTLAND. 1985 

tallywhacker; tallywacker noun the penis us, 1966 
tam noun a knitted hat used by a Rastafarian to contain his 
dreadlocks An abbreviation of conventional 'tarn o'shanter’ 

JAMAICA, 2002 

tamale noun the 1 ma I .. 1 1 ury dish (originally 

from Mexico) a rolled pancake with atypicy filling us 199s 
tamboo bamboo noun ihe penis. An allusion to a musical 
in|i!#ent made from a length of b&ixih&QWNimo and tobago, 

Tammie noun a capsule of Temazepam™, a branded sleeping pill us, 


tammy noun a tcnjipm uk mi 
tamp verb to walk us, 1953 

Tampa; Tampa pilot noun in shul'Mehoum, a hide disc on your side 
of the court near the apex of the fen us, m7 
tampax noun 1 1 Ii-1 pped cigaret In the imilarity in 
appearance between the white tubes of manufactured cigarettes 
and Tampax™, a well-known brand of tampons uk 1984 
tampi; tampee noun marijuana Jamaica, 1975 
tamping noun a beating us wp 

tampon no™ 1 1 lobbish, unpleasant per 11 An allusion to the 
nature of tampons in the sense that they ate all 'stuck up cunts', 
punning on 'stuck-up' (snobbish) and cunt (an unpleasant person) 
2 ► maybe your 

tampon will be flushed perhaps you will be feeling better; 
maybe your mood will have improved. Note south Wales dialect 
tamping (angry) us. ms 

tampon dick noun a contemptible man uk 1997 

tamp up verb 

tampy noun marijuana Bahamas, 1932 

ta muchly thank you very much. A deliberate solecism used for 
humorous effect UK, S® 

tan vert 1 to consume omething or iou 1 do something 
briskly or with 1 2 to burgle somewhere 

UK: SCOTLAND. 1988. ► tan someone's hide; tan someone's arse 

to beat someone on the buttocks (asapiiinishbiflj^aijTips 
T and A noun visual depictions of sexually provocative females. 

T and T vert to tape record and trace the origin of a phone call us. 

tangerine dream noun a type of MDMA, the recreational drug best 
known as ecstasy Named for ike colour of the (ablet and after a 
German group that plays: ell®|jnic, synthesized m-usic uk 199 6 


talk-up noun 11 ile nd marketing raising of awareness and Tangier tiger noun 1 grad 1 if hashish from the f thi 

expectations A jargon- ike variation of 'praise' uk 1999 of the Rif Mountains uk 2003 








tangle | tarred 
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tangle noun ► on the tangle drinking; on an alcohol binge new 
ZEALAND, 7966 

tangle verb to fight us, 7990. ► tangle ass to brawl us, 1950. 

► tangle assholes I .Ived in confrontation us. ms 

tanglefoot noun 1 trong lomemade hist 1 w 2 barbed wire 
staked to the ground as a defensive perimeter around a military 
base us, 7990 

tango noun a type fM MA, the re eational dru best known as 
ecstasy. From the coloui of the t; blet; possibly an abbreviation of 
tangerine dream, or named after Tango™, a branded carbonated 
orange drink that, according to the product's advertising, has a 
surreal effect on ait who drink it uk, 7996 
tango boat noun an armoured landing craft os, 1977 
tango november noun a token 'Ini Idie in in otherwise white 
unit or corps, especially the officer corps From (he military 
.phonetic alphabet TN’, short for'token nigger' us, 1990 
tankmun 1 a ] nl -I [ 1 ill mill I [ lice station us. m2. 

2 an intentional loss hi a competition Originally boxing slang. Also 
called a 'tank job’ us, 7955. 3 a room in the Pentagon where the 
Joint drill and Staff meet jointly with the Operations Deputies 
us, rase. 4 a safe new Zealand, 193 7. s a safe burglary. Prison slang. 
new Zealand, 7999. 6 of money, all you have with you uz Scotland. 
mss. 7 an old and heavy surfboard us 1918 8 a heavy-set woman 
trinidad anl 9 io money. Probably 

evolves from tanker (a prizefighter who accepts payment to throw 
a fight in a fixed boxing match) uk cm. ► go in the tank used 
of an athlet ► in the tank 

drunk 

tank-ass noun in H i I that are dis[ | rt natel large l/s, 200; 
tanked adjective 1 liimi 1 In in 11 I - ised as tanked up' 

uk 1893 . 2 in computing, not operating us, 1997 
tanker noun 1 a hired thug ok 2003. 2 a heavy drinker. From tank up 
(to drink) Canada, res 3 a boxing match or other athletic contest 
that has been fixed usings 

tanker wanker nom rs A 

Royal. Air Force term, formed by rhyming the airborne 'tanker' 
with an all-purpose pejorative; reported by Squadron Leader G.D. 
Wilson, 1979 uk 1979 

tankman noun a safbihlpwef Australia, te¬ 
tanic money noun funds that are employed to give a fraudulent 
impression oi substance or wealth ijk, 2000 
tank town Troon a small, unimportant town. A possible railway 
etymology, uS; im 

tank tracks noun levelop along 

•tM&jtop of the efficial beret Canada, 1995 

tank-up 7701777 

tank up verb 1 to administer fluids to a dehydrated hospital patient 
us, 1994. 2 to consume large quantities of something, especially 
aloS^oS, 79o? 

tanner noun in 5d; a coin of 

Sffiat value. Inflation has rendered the conversion, from thd to 
meaningless uk isu 

tanorexia 7701777 in addiction 1 it ithir pe ially by means of 
sunbeds. A punning combination of'tan' and 'anorexia'.wMdti' 
sacrifices the meaning of anorexia for a jo'pralistic tag uk, 1 m 
tanorexic 770U77 1 per 1 who is addicted unt idling especially 
by ffliattSOf sunbeds us. ms 

tans noun the standard US Army summer khaki uniform us. 1990 
Tans noun the /ftetjpartd Tans Ireland, m2 
tantie noun ► tantie come to town to experience the Head) 
period of you r menstrual cycle trinidad and tobago. som 
tanty noun a txr 

tan valise noun a blonde prostitute us. is&j 
tap 7701777 1 a blow gi n or recr fin fight 2 a murder us, 

nee. 3 in circus and carnival usage, the admission price us, mi 
tap verb 1 to borr 1 1 I 1 1 ill n n mi 2toaskf 

or, or imply readiness to accept, a tip. Used by ships' stewards uk mi. 


3 to successfully attract a partner for sexual intimacy uk 2002. 4 to 
have sex us, 1949. 5 to kill someone us, m3. 6 to intercept a telephone 
iCemtBunication. From an earlier sense of intercepting 'a-fetegrapbic 
message uk ism. 7 in poker, to bet all of youi chips, or an amount 
equal to an opp nen I I ndin 1 n 1 07947. ►tap a 
kidney to urinate ns; cm. ► tap the pot in bar dice games, to bet 
pe total amount £f#Sp<3t us. mzi 
tap city 7701777 w rut of funds us. 


tap code noun a method of cell-to-ce 1 communication in a prison 
whefe talking is forbidden us. m2 
tap dancer 770U77 1 ill person ho urrie favour from white 

2 

us. 7977 

tape and tuck vert (used of a male) to lape your penis and testicles 
between your legs in an effort to pass as a woman Australia, ms 
tape dance verb slightly higher 

than' thfr-ilagt price on the tape for that stock us, 1988 
tapioca 7701777 1 emen 1 1 m nt ne I e ulate semen. The 
unsettling image of ,1 hot milk-pudding uk 1980. 2a joker (the 
playing card). Rhyming slang uk im 
tapo 7701777 an inadvertent error in a taped message us, m2 
tap-out noun a complete depletion of funds, especially in gambling 

tap out verb i to run out of m ne usuall i i result of gambling 
us, 1939. 2 in a casino, to re ieve a dea er from duty us, mi 

tapped adjective >see: DOOLALLY 

tapped-out adjective having been emptied A figurative use of‘tap’ 

(to draw off liqui# (^) 

tapper noun i a 2 oy who persists in 

asking a girl for a date when reason would dictate a strategic 
retreat. Teen slang us. 7957. 3 someone who sells the police false or 
ftsbless information in return fhf a sftiB'ium m : 9 S 9 
tappers noun dice that have been loaded with mercury that shifts 
when the dice are tapped us, m2 
tap up verb to approach som 1 ith a ro[ al uk 2001 
tar noun 1 coffee Citizen band ra In fron the colour rather 
than the consistency us, 1 2 crude, dark, gummy heroin, usually 

from Mexico us 1992. 3 opium f rom the colour and consistency of 
raw opium us. 1931 4crack cocaine and heroin mixed and smoked 
together uk 200.. s rum trinidad and tobago, 2093. 6 a sailor 
Probably a ishortening of obsolete 'tarpaulin' M, i 6 k 
tara; ta-ra; tarra; tra 11 ill northern now more 

widespread through the , gency of C< ironath in Street and other 
television programmes; possibly a slovening of ta-ta S. jsfe 
tar and feather; tar noun 1 kel Rh ming slang uk 1992 

Tara Palmer-Tomkinson; Tara Palmer; tara noun a drama 
Lwyming slang, formed from the name Of® celebrity-socialite; gen¬ 
erally applied to a minor Inconvenience uk, 2000 
tararabit j tara (goodbye), 

thus 'goodbye [forJa Ht' uk, 19m 
tar baby noun le Br'er Rabbit 

stories by Joel Chandler Harris us, m2 
tar beach noun a flat urban rooftop, used for sleeping or drug use 

tardust noun cocaine. A pun on stardust (cocaine)' UK 2m 
tariff noun 1 the p rtion ofa ife en 11 - 1 1 erved in custody. A 
nuance of the conventional sense uk 2002. 2 the lee charged by a 
prostttute TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 2003 
Tarka verb to have anal inter ur Rhymir in based on the 
novel by Henry Williamson (1895-1977), Tarka the Otter ,■itiyifiing 
Witti 'dot her’ (to have anal sex) uk 2002 
tarmac noun ection of an 

air base hangar line Canada, ms 
tarnation noun used as ,1 euphemism for 'damnation' us 1790 
tarred adjective drunk Barbados, ms 
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Tarrier | taxpayer 


Tarrier noun a Catholic, especially of Irish descent UK 2002 

tart noun 1 a woman Australia, /*>3. 2 a promiscuous woman uk w. 

3 a prostitute uk vw. 4 a girlfriend or sweetheart uk im. s a wife 
or female partner Rhyming slang for 'sweetheart' uk, im. • a weak, 
ineffectual man. A term of abuse, used to call a man a woman, a 
wider gender-only senfgtlf 'tart' than When applied to a woman 

UK, 1999 

tartan noun coc own uk 2001 

tartan banner noun 1 ixpenr 11 1 ience Rhyming slang for 

tanner that dfOippeitiut of circulation after decimalisation in 

I960 

tartanize verb rduct for Scottish use or sale; 

hence, the adjective: tartanized uk 2004 
tarted-up adjective 1 It I il it tu li ed martly uk 1947. 
2 of a thing, business, building, etc, having a new image or presen¬ 
tation Often derogatory in tone uk t*f 
tart fuel noun bottled alcopop (branded alcoholic beverage with the 
characteristics of a soft drink) or other alcoholic drinks deemed to 
be for feminine consumption. A fashionable drink amongst youftg 
women who will, when inebriated, it is suggested/hoped by the 
Sorter Dffijs term, relax their moral standards and behave 
promtscuouslywr 2002 

tart’s delight noun a frilly, fussy, looped-up way of hanging lace 
curtains at windows uk i98o 

tart's fart noun used as a comparitive measure of little or negligible 
worth athM? 

tart up verb b Ire omeon 4 r dec< ite mething smartly. 

Often with the implit ation ol tastelessness or tawdriness uk 1952 
tarty adjective like a prostitute uk im 

Tarzan noun 1 sex outdoors us, m,. 2 a soldier who is overly anxious 
to take the highly visible and dangerous point position on a 
combat march us, 1991. ► like ten Tarzan quickly; loudly trinidad 

AND TOBAGO, 1984 

tash; tache noun a mapstldh!-tie tm 
tashered adjective d’wnk * 2 »?:- 

tash test noun i ii i i moustache seen a in in iicator of homo- 
seSfuility and, hence, predictive of HIV status, Formedlifonn tash (a 
moustache). A medical observation that hopefully, was more witty 
than practical uk, 2002 

task noun in prison, an act of masturbation uk 1996 
Tasmaniac noun 1 per n from Tasman tralia, isiu 
Tasmanian Tiger noun ui mi 1 h ft I 

New Zealand green, Thai Buddha and Hawaiian head Australia, 2002 
Tasmanian yawn noun vomiting, t pecial hen experienced 
crossing the Tasmanian Sea Australia, 1995 
tassel dance noun e woman's breasts 

and;rtfiir|ig|els worn, attached thereto us. iM 
tassie noun in 11 g (an < igr 1 figur ie ign). Used by 
antique dealers w, 1977 

Tassie noun IT 2 i\an AUSTRALIA, 1914 

taste noun 1 an alcoholic drink us. 1919. 2 a sample us, mo. 3 a small 
sample of drugs, especially heroin us, m 
taste-face noun e to others in 

return for small amtiuots ofhsroin us, nn 
-tastic suffix used as an nrensiIier On me mode of poptastic us, 20111 
tasty adjective i 2 worthwhile; 

valuable; exhibiting strength uk 1975. 3 competent; polished. The 
term can be applied to sifhif'ihe work or the person who did it 
Ireland, 1999. 4 usee of a known, especially we -inspected criminal; 
capable of physical violence uk 1975. 5 having a pleasing flavour; 
appetising. In conventional use from the early 1600s; by'micFC19 
considered colloquial uk w? 

Taswegian nickname ismania Blend of Tasmania 

and Norwegian Australia, mi 

tat noun 1 an article r collect 1 of irticle f inferior or rubbishy 
quality; odds and ends of material. The spelling 'tatt' is also used 


uk 1951. 2 a tattoo us, 1994. 3 a swindle featuring dice and doubled 
iWf&EyM! 

tata noun non en e 'BAGO, 1990 

ta-ta goodbye. Al first chiefly nursery, now (in the US) simply highly 
affected uk is® 

ta-tas noun the shakes Australia, 1977 
tatas noun the female breasts us tMf, 

Tate and Lyle noun Hi 11 is ing rmed from the 
company that describes itself as ‘world leader in carbohydrate 
ingredients' uk m2 

tater; tatur; tottie noun a potato uk 1759 
tatered adjective dr|pSj§te J9» 
taters noun the buttocks us. 1999 

taters in the mould; potatoes in the mould; taters adjective 

cold. Rhyming slang, most commonly used as 'taters' uk nu 
tats noun dice, especially loaded dice or dice marked for cheating uk 


TATT (in doctors' shorthand) tired all 1 he time uk 2002 

tatted adjective tatooed us, 1990 

tatting down noun mar.. away | ( ions and making 

ready for travel. Used by ate 980s-early 90s counterculture 
fjsveUetsM 1999 

tattletale noun 1 in truckir ievice that re 1 I time and speed 
data, used by company officials to assure compliance with laws 
and regulations. Known conventionally-® a 'tachograph' oj jae. 

2 in motor racing, a specia ly designed tachometer that measures 
and records the engine's highest speed, during a run or lap us, 1965. 

3 in trucking, a dangling chain that shows the approximate weight 
of the load by-ifs distance fftjptthe axte.tfs, mi 

TattS nickname 1 Trttelsrl (a UI nl ure) UK 1991 2a 

lottery originally run from Tattersall's Hotel, 'Sydney Australia, m 
tatty adjective shabby, fawdryi^sfc 
tatty-bye goodbye Probably a conflation of ta-ta and ‘bye!’. 
Popularised by Liverpool comedian Ken Dodd (b 1929); in 
widespread use bythem.id-197Qg.wc. 19® 
taury ropenoun ie Pope Tlasgo h ning I mg formed on 
Scottish dialect for 'tarry rope' uk Scotland, ms 
taw; toy noun in marbles, a marble used for shooting uk 1709 
tawny adjective excellent us, lis® 

tax; taxing noun the fee paid to enter a crack house US, m2 
tax verb i to steal something; to rob somewhere uk o94. 2 to steal 
valuables from vent: es that are waiting al traffic lights uk im. 3 in 
Montreal, to forcibly confront and force someone tornsnsi oyer 
money, jewellery or clothes Canada 2002. 4 in prison, to extort 
money or other payment such as tobacco from a weaker pnsoneir 
by threat of violence uk 1996. sto tease or berate someone us, 2001 
taxi noun a call gir. Glossed as 'Col oquialism used in the 
appropriate dphsn circles for a prostitute who operates at a place 
required%'her clients!.]' by Nigel Hankin , Hanklyn-Janklyn, 2003 


taxi bit noun a prison sentence of between five and fifteen years us 


taxi-cab noun IK, 1992 

taxi-cabs; taxis noun pubs ice. Rhyming slang lor crabs uk 1959 
taxi dance vert to work as a taxi dancer ® fejs 
taxi dancer; taxi girl noun 1 nan h 1 dance and talk with 
bar patrons, but stops short of prostitution; a prostitute us, mo 
taxing noun 1 the theft fhigh-pri inin hoe being worn by 
the victim uk m2. 2 the robbery of drug dealers by drug dealers 

taxi rank; taxi noun 1 Rhyming slang for 

wank uk 1992. 2a bank Rhyming slang uk 1 998 
taxi-rank; taxi verb to masturbate. Rhyming slang for wankuk /ssv 
taxpayer noun a building that generates enough rental Income to 
pay the taxes on rt us, 1921 








taylaylay | tear-up 
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taylaylay noun the vagina trinidad ANbiT 0 iGO, 2003 
TB noun 1 tuberculosis us. 19 12. 2 in circus and carnival usage, a dull 
town where business is 1 poor. An abbreviation of total blank tw&g 


TB adjective loyal, true blue us. 1997 


TBF noun severe morbidity, usually terminal. A 'total body failure' us, 

TBH adjective potentially available for gay sex. Acronym of ‘to be bad' 

T-blrd noun 1 a Ford Thunderbird I irst sold in October 1954, the 
Thunderbird became an American cultural icon us, 7 994. 

2 Thunderbird 1 ” wine us, 1973. 3 a T-33 jet trainer aircraft us. m,. 

4a capsule of amobarbital sodium and secobarbital sodium (trade 
name Tuimal™), a combination of central nervous system depress” 


T-bone noun a Model T Ford car, first built in 1908 us, t97o 
T-bone verb while driving a car, to drive into the side of another car 


T bowl noun a toilet US 10: 

TBP in doctors' shorthand total body pain uk 2002 
TCB verb to fake rare of business Coined by hie black community 
ariflrfljfen spread Into; widespread) use us. 1954 
T-dot nickname Toronto, Ontario. From the proliferation of high-tech 
.businesses ikpg ef^.oiAMm, 2004 
tea noun 1 marijuana ( is, o. 5. 2 in horse racing, a drug (especially 
cocaine or strychnine) which will stimu .re a horse us, mi. ► not 
for all the tea in China! certainly nod; not at any price 
MJgr&SM tm 

tea and cocoa verb to say so. Rhyming slang uk, 1992 

tea and toast noun the in 

teabag noun 1 slang for slag ijk 

2000. 2 a marijuana cigarette us, m2 


tea-bag verb a man's 

scrotum completely into the mouth, sucking and tonguing it os, 19 


tea-bagger noun ;h sports cars us 


teabagging noun crotum us ms 

teabags verb 1 te I met ling F 1 1 ting pri n slang: from 
tealeaf (a thief), punning on 'bag' it' teal) 1 
tea boat noun in prison, a financial alliance between several 
prisoners to pay ftr tea uk. im 

tea boy noun a person who runs errands and performs other menial 

tea, breakfast and dinner noun 

tea caddy noun an I paddy uk 2000 

teach noun a teacher uk ms 

teacher noun a traffic police officer who lectures violators Instead of 
issuing citations us, 7*2 

teacher arms noun the flabby arms of an overweight person 
AUSTRAUA, 2000 

teacup queer noun u 1 effet 1111 I n ual man s 
tea’d Up adjective nil 11 I i-I I It tied US, mo 

tea for two; teafer noun lang for 'Jew' 

tea girl noun a quasi-prostitute in a Vietnamese bar who cadges US 
servicemen into buying her drinks, especially of Saigon tea PS, 1966 
tea grout noun a Boy Scout, Jjjggpning, slang UK mi 
tea head noun a user of marijuana us, 1949 
tea hound noun a marijuana usef$$F0jn 
tea-leaf verb to rob someone; to steal something. Rhyming slang; 
from the noun sense uk, iaoo 

tealeaf; tea-leaf noun 1 - 2 a small 

penis. A small, limp, black visual metaphor Jamaica, 2002 


tea-leafing adjective f jr thieving 

extended from tealeaf (a thief) uk i960 
team noun a criminal gang ijk m,o. ► on the team homosexual, 
from the homosexual point ofyiesyw, m3 
team adjective dm in- 11 1 1 I I 1 1 I ntifi ou /vith a particular 

team cream noun an orgy ( 4 ,^ 

team-handed adjective working together as a gang. From team (a 
'O'tejri&l gang) uk 1996 

team Jesus noun g uj < zealou >r ti ng Christian students 

85.2604 

tea pad noun an apartment, house or room where marijuana is 

StHokedfl ’S 3 s 

tea party noun a social party where marijuana is smoked os, 7968 
teapot noun l a heavy user 01 marijuana uk ms. 2 standing with 
your hands on your hips m vZealand, ms 
teapot lid; teapot noun 1 a Jewish person. Rhyming slang for yid 
ijk nv). 2a child Rhyming slang for kid ox i960. 3 a pound 
sterling. Rhyming slang for quid uk i960 
teapot lid; teapot verb to fool, to pretend. Rhyming slang for kid 

tear noun 1 a spre j 1 I indul n m mentu/c 
Scotland, ms. 2.in expedition to deface advertising billboards (A 
2001. 3 a manipulation of a record to create a musical effect that 
plays a sample in iwo sections wild a jolt-effect in the middle 2002. 

► on the tear engaged in Jrmkin e n Ireland, 2003 
tear verb 1 to leave, especially in a hurry us, mi. 2 to surf 

aggressively and with skill us uss ► tear a passion to tatters 
in a dramatic pen rman 1 m ► tear a strip off 

someone; tear someone off a strip to reprimand someone ijk 
► tear it ntions, usually 

in the phrase 'that's lorn if uk no. ► tear off a chunk to have 
sex us. ► tear off a tab; tear off a scab to open a can of 
/Metmw Zealand, mo. ► tear off; tear off a piece to have sex 
us. 1964 . ► tear someone a new asshole to thrash someone to 
abuse s&rjifone verbally t/s, m. ► tear the arse out of to 
destroy or spi ► tear the roof off to create 

or intensify mass excitement through the agency of loud music. A 
refinement of 'raise the roof (to make a great noise) uk 2001. 

► tear them apart; tear them up to delight an audience uk 
1933. ► tear your pants to commil a social gaffe us. 1947 

tear-arse around; tear-arse about; tear ass verb to race about 
wildly. Elaboration of 'tear' (lo rush) ok 1999 
tearaway noun 1 11 in 1 rlminal le 10 tends to ards violence at 
the slightest excuse. Originally a.'.ladies' tearaway', a criminal 
specialising rn snatching (tearing awayJwssBen's handbags w. csss 
teardrop noun 1 rnerofa 

plastic bag (A 7994. 2 a surfboard that is wide a! (he rear and 
narrow at the nose Australia, m3 

tearjerker noun a melodramatic or sentimental and sad story or 
' i^jng us, 1921 

tear-off noun 1 min 1 rimir tl, on 1 I 1 uds violence at 
’$ie slightest excuse, A variation of tearaway uk im 
tearoom; t-roomnoun a public toilet. I rom an era when a great 
deal of homosexual contact was in public toilets;-probably an 
abbreviation of 'toilet a term used in reported criminal 
brcsea.fons of homosexuals in the late Cl 9 . A public toilet in 
Illinois was the focus of Laud famous sociological 

study Tearoom Trade us. mi 

tea-room cruiser noun a n who frequents 

jjWblic toilets U£ )m 

tea-room trade noun a sexual partner found in a public toilet us, 

tear-up noun 1 a gang fight, a brawl. From conventional 'tear-up' (a 
commotion) us 1954 2 in jazz use, a period ol wild, inspired music¬ 
making us, 7958. 3 any valueless letter addressed to Scotland Yard. 
Officially filed in the Metropolitan Police's General Registry as GM 
[General Matters ]51 uk 1999 
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and please | teletubby; telletubby 


tease and please noun sexual arousal afte hich satisfaction is 
delayed under the pretence that such gratification is denied, 
•.^Specially When advertised .as-a service offered by a prostitute W 


teaser noun i ;t a mare's 

readiness for breeding us, re. 2 in sports belling, a bet that ties 
two or more games together us, 197s 
teaspoon noun a measure of heroin or other narcotic drug uk ms 
tea strainer noun itraine t shoe). Rhymin lang uk 1992 
tea-towel head noun an offensive term for an Arabic person 

AUSTRALIA, 1981 

tea-towel holder noun the anus A resemblance in shape and detail 


tea wagon noun in the tel i n and film industries, the console 
used by the sound mixer us, 1977 
tec noun a defective l* 

tecate; tecatos noun heroin. Directly from Mexican Spanish us, m2 
tecato noun a heroin or morphine addict. Directly from Mexican 
Spanishes, 

technouni a tec 1 1 1 il " eg< in in 1 1 n in 1 1 il provides further 
and higher education. Often 'thgTeeh' is used for your local one 
uk 2000. 2 a technician, someone employed to deal with techno¬ 
logical devices, especially in' a creative milieu Also effect's ’t€eW,e' ’ 

' a, I m. 3 a I'll lU-r II I'm U it Du idgun ". 
tech dog noun ;r with strong tech- 

ni§MpM¥; igw 

technical; tech noun 11 | 1 I 1 11 iny trick that is 

performed on a flat surface or ledge and requires a good deali. 0 ' 
technical skill uk. 2000 

technicolour laugh noun an ad of vonihng, vomit Australia, 1964 
technicolour yawn noun an act Cf.vomiting Australia, im 
techno adjective a u 'ini 111 form, der >te intrinsic technological 
expertise or inspiration, especially in relation to computing, 
gadgetry or muswriphions us, 19m 
technobabble noun . Modelled on 

'psychobabble' us, mi 
technodolt noun 

IHMste us. 1990 

technodweeb noun a person who is passionately interested in tech- 

no.ogy US i 00 

technosavvy noun someone who understands technology us ms 

technowords noun 1 ..bulary us, ism 

teddy noun a bottle of alcohol, legal 01 otherwise Canada, m 6 
teddy bear noun 1 1 I e LSD identif 11 he printed picture of 
a teddy bear uk, am. 2 a person who dresses and behaves in a 
showy manner Rhyming slang for lair Australia 1944. 3 a pear 
Bfiymrng slang, formed from a cuddly toy. UK 1992 
teddy bear suit noun lie i nt 1 rn n 1 ued to US troops 
during World War 2 and latter in. Korea us, 1982 
Teddy Boy; Teddy; Ted noun a 1 t of the mid 

to late 1950 s, characterised by a style of dress loosely inspired by 
fashions of the Edwardian era (1901 - 10 ). Edward abbreviates to 
Teddy ahe) led Teddy boys referred to themselves a$ uk tm 
Ted Frazer noun a cut-throat razor Rhyming slang uk 1997 
Ted Heath noun 1 I Rhymin I 1 formed itirically) on 
Edward Heath ( 11916 - 2005 ), Conservative Prime Minister 1970-74 


Ted Ray adjective I n it mil r fay; pr I 
formed from the British comedian and actor ( 1905 - 77 ); however, 
Bodmin Dark, Dirty Cockney Rhyming Slang, 2003 , suggests an 
American jazz musician qf the same name uk 2m 

Teds noun >see: EDWARD HEALTH 

teedle-ee noun a urination. Glasgow rhyming slang for pee uk 
■StsiBifyo, 1988 

teed off adjective angry us, 19m 


teefrertito steal something A mispronunciation of'thieve' or an 
eliSort of tea-leaf (to thieve) uk 1997 
teem noun team Fashionable misspelling uk 2002 
teenager noun 1 | in tg I >et eer 1 ml 19 Originally'teen¬ 

ager'. Since about 1955 has usual v been written as one word, and 
since about 1960 has been regarded as standard English us, ms. 


teener noun one sixteenth of an ounce us 1993 
teen-flick noun a film intended for teenagers uk 2003 
teenie noun 1 a younger teenager / is, rw 2 one-sixteenth of a dollar. 
Trader usage us 1992 

teensy adjective fry. A childish coruplion us. 1 ' 
teensy-weensy adjective very small us, 19 % 
teenth noun a sixteenth of an ounce (of drugs) uk 2001 
teeny adjective very small UK 
teenybop adjective of or for teenyboppers us m7 
teenybopper noun a young teenager, especially a girl us. ms 
teenyhooker noun a young female prostitute us m2 
teeny weeny adjective tin Teen time 1 n'tin and then the 
reduplicative ‘teeny weeny’, which is often found in the same 
breath as 'itsy bitsy' us. mi 

tee off verb i to 2 to fart uk, ms 

tees noun dice on which some numbers are repeated, usually made 
with identical numbers on opposite sides us, j m 
teeth noun cocaine, crack cocaine I rom the resemblance of the 
drug to$1Yrall teeth us, 1994. ► my back teeth are floating I am 
desperate to urinate uK mr 

TEETH (in doct y homeopathy. 

Medical slangOK, ism. 

teeth and tits used to remind dancers that an attractive smile and 
a distracting display wttl sstpp an audMrtfbd noticing the fqoSiisfrki' 
Theatrical uk 200s 

teething troubles noun.1 a mi in D 

inyan6on enterprise, technology, etcWpfez 
teev noun a televi$iprt:Aus7R4Lt4, m2 

teflon adjective D I - i m u h n e doesn't stick. 
From the non-stick properti^pf polytetrafluoroethylene, 
trademarked as teflon™ us,;-##t 

tekno noun the recreational drug ketamine. Back slang for 'on ket’ 


tele noun a tele* 1 rn elevi n. Eai mi lainly US (as 
television: itself), adopted enthusisttcallyiirt^if UK in the mid- 50 s 


telegram noun 1 a message designed for mass distribution from 
prisoner to prisoner, passed from one cell to the next us m2. 2 in 
prison, a written notice given to an inmate who has been pteed - 
on. report for an offence uk 19% 

telegraph verb 1 inadvertentl dis< or r< < il your intentions to 
an opponent uk 1925 

telephone noun bilingual 1 inadiar 1 - - as a go-between 

for English and French speakers Canada, 1979 
telephone booth noun 111 | I 1 ' I 1 I mum ill 
(matches the bet of the previous player) us, ms 
telephone number noun a long prison sentence us, 1950 
telephone numbers noun 1 a large sum of money us. 1979. 2 in 
horse racing, a winning bet at high odds us, 1934 
telephone pole noun >see: flying telephone pole 
telephone tag noun 1 1 1 II 1 in if messages when two people 

who are trying lo talk by telephciile can 1 ievei reach each other us 

telescope noun the penis. A jocular euphemism us, ms 
teletubby; telletubby noun a husband. Rhyming.slang for hubby, 
formed on Teletubbies, a BBC television programme for young 
children, first seen in 1996 uk im 
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tell noun i an unir iti i I I reaction i^^ealing piece of 
body-language. Adopted from gambling jargon uk 1999. 2 in 
gambling, any mannerism that reveals the relative value 0?.the: 
player's hand us. m 

tell verb ► I’ll tell you what; tell you what I II tell you 
something; this is how il is; often .1:; the introduction to a 
suggesbon 1 jk ;s%. ► tell it like it is 1 to speak directly, candidly 
and with a self-righteous conviction of access to a great truth us. 
1965 . 2 to tell the whole truth In black usage originally os, nm. 

► tell on someone to inform on someone ore, 1539. ► tell 
someone where to get off -eh 1 il- omeone; to 
scold someone us, moo. ► tell the tale in a swindle, to explain to 
ipeVjttim just how he will profitftom the arrangement being 

##jSsed US. 1989 

tell ► tell someone where to stick it to emphatically reject. A 
iWjgtten of stick; it up your arse' uk 1999 
teller noun a skatet il 1 ilesofacci i| li hi rients are exag¬ 
gerated US. 1984 

telling-off noun a scolding, a reprimand. From tell off uk, mi 
tell it to the marines! 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 li I elief Formed, 

apparently, ftom.an inter-service jibe against the oldylrty erf the 


tell me another one 

tell off verb to scold or reprimand someone uk rare 
telltale noun treamer on the 

mast used to determine wind diftSstoniS nss 
tell-tale-tit noun i neon hi 1 I tale A nursery term, featured 
in children's pti^gtoiind rhymes uk mi 
telly noun television us; 1940. ► off the telly as seen on television 


Telly nickname Telegraph Avenue, Berkeley, California US, rase 
telly- prefix teleph ne. I -II 1 istri n 1 1 h as'tellypole'or 

‘tel lywi res’ us im 

temazzies; temazies; temmies; temazes; terns noun 

Temazepam™, a branbed'trancpilizeruK 
temp noun a temporary worker us 19m 
temp verb to work as a temporary worker us, 19m 
temper noun s 1-1 mi 1 1 1 ne hole - a 10% tipus, 1995 

temperance punch noun a non-alcoholic fruit punch drink us. 1957 
temple balls; temple bells; temple hash noun potent hashish 
shaped as small bal s, claimed to originate in Nepal us 1971 
temple du vin noun Le Clos Jordan, a winery to be designed by 
Frank Gehry on the Jordan Bench, on Ontario's Niagara Peninsula, 
Canada's main wirig^fedJJcing area Canada, m2 
ten noun 1 a peil- I nu i inn i In i “lading scale of 
on# to ten, popularised in the 1979 film: IQ starring Bo Derek, 
rare. 2 a table! of MDMA, the recreationa drug best known as 
ecstasy VS.sm: 

ten adjective very good, been slang, from the marking of schoolwork 


ten-bob twist noun a drug sale involving drugs, usually marijuana, 
■costing ten, shillings,-wc rasa 

ten-cent line noun 1 1 ill ill tin peration 1 he ten percent 

charge fjf making a bet us, 1973 

ten-cent pistol noun a dose of fe'eroin that is either adulterated with 
a poison or contains a more pure heroin than usualySetf or given 
to someone with the intent of irtjufing or'iMlipg them us, 19m 
ten-cent rock noun 1 dolla vorth of crack cocaine us 7997 
ten commandments noun I Iver said, it is 

good to have ten toes trinidad and tobago. 2003 
tend verb to mind j$s|fown business Os, ws 
ten-days noun any temporary job twwapamd rams® 2003 
ten-day sweat noun t itr 1- it >r nil tr n mitted infection, 
involving heat therapy and sulpha-based drugs us 1949 


tender adjective 1 in poker, said of a hand that is probably unplayable 
us mss. 2 weakened by oxidation; rusty Canada, 1992 
tenement noun in hold 'em poker, a ten and pine OS 1 m 
ten F noun a j und, fortyish, 

fiatfltent, female with foul, frothy, floating faeces us, ms 
ten-man job noun a very tougl in to arrest uk, 

Tennant Creek noun rom the 

name of a goldmining town in the Northern Territory Auswiui j&m 
tenner noun 1 a ten-pound note; the value of £ 10 ; a ten-dollar note 
uk 184:,. 2a prison sentence of leu years us 1950. 3 in Hie television 
and film industries, a 10 , 000 -watt spotlight us. 1990 
Tennessee top hatnoun i hairstyle in h 1 1 1- hair is worn short 
at the front and long at the back Better known, perhaps, as a 

MULLET US, 2000 

tennies noun tennis Shoes; trainees wg uses 
tennis, anyone? 1 I r hum 11 uggestin an activity. Seen 
us piantest'enaa v Bri;d,h end euuinously wT.y in Is mi, i v 
variant forms us. 1951 

tennis racket; tennis noun a jacket. Rhyming slang uk 1992 
tennis shoes noun tyres us. me 
ten one hundred noun the act of urination us. 1976 
ten over noun a surfing stance in which the surfer's ten toes extend 
over the rose or front of the tkfcd us, mi 
ten percenter noun a person who buys and resells stolen goods (A 

tens noun amphetamine uk. m3 

tense adjective u I economical 

tension noun crack£a» 1 ae»S 1993 

tensky noun a ten-dollar note. The 'sky' is a meaningless decorative 
embellishment 

ten-spot noun 1 a ten-dollar note up ns4. 2 a ten-pound note. 

Adopted directly from the previous sense uk mm. 3 a ten-year 
Sgnson sentence us ms 
Tenth Street noun a ten-dollar note ls, 1946 
'tention noun in poker, a ten us 7957 
tent peg noun an egg. Rhyming slang uk 1949 
tent pole noun an erect penis From the image of an erect penis 
pushing up against a Pile#: us 1992 
tent squirrel noun in circus and carnival usage, a performer us mi 
tenuc; teenuc noun ■ person. 

iack slang for cunt uk 19m 
termination dust noun t 
ferminate construction in the northpl j»sz 
termite noun a carpenter us m3 

terpernoun a ju< 1- i< tal dancer. An I I 1- 11 1 n of Terpischore, 
daughter of Jupitei and Mnemosyne, the muse of dancing us, 1973 

terps; turps noun 1 ugh ruj if.. elixi ifterpin hydrate 

and codeine, abused for non-medicinal purposes us mi 
terr; ter; terro; terry noun a guerilla soldier; a terrorist. Originally 
Rhodesian military slang south Africa, 19 78 
terra-poo noun a crossbreed of terner and poodle us. 2001 
terrible adjective excellent us 19m 
terrible Turk noun work. Rhyming slang uk J9 S2 
terribly advert ie meaning 

exceedingly, greatly, very uk 1833 
terrier noun a railway track worker us, 1 ' 

terrif adjective terrific Not a lot of thought goes into clipped 
adjectives, and with a few exceptions they do not .last loryp$g mr 
Territory rig noun 11 i iriou Captation 11 rmal attire worn 
by men in far northern Australia Australia, 19m 



645 


terrorist | that's the ticket! 


terrorist noun i t“ i i h intim late I pupil into learning. 

Teen slang, post 11th September 2001: us. 2002 
terrorize verb er om hing ith graffiti us. 1997 
terror track noun in cricket, a wicket best suited to fast bowlers uk, 


Terry Waite adjective late FI. in rn urely with irony) 

on the church envoy and hostage negotiator (b.1939) who was 
held hostage in Beirut for 1,760 days between January 1987 and 
November 1991 UK im 

tess noun a youn ini tobago, i%o 

test verb ► test the shocks to have sex in'a qgtfps, ns/ 
tester noun a sample of drugs uK, 2000 
testicules noun the testicles-ukagf 

test-tube baby noun a poke hi hi perience is largely 
limited 10 simulated computer poker games us, 1996 
test-tube wallah noun a forensic scientist. Police use wc raw 
tete noun ■ BAGO. 2003 

Texas Cadillac noun i isvr l Suburban sport utility vehicle 
omoA, mi 

Texas gate noun a cattleguard Canada, 1937 
Texas mickey noun a ' ^1 In III 1 1 hoi Canada, 2001 
Texas pot noun marijuana cultivated in lexas us, 2003 
Texas Ranger; TR noun danger. Glasgow rhyming slang uk. 

$%MiSAND. 1988 

Texas rat noun in the used car business, a. car 'previously owned by a 
salesman or other long-distance driver us. im 
Texas stop noun slowing down but not fully stopping as required by 
law at a stop sign us. m2 

Texas sunflowers noun 
Texas tea noun 1 marijuana US, ms. 2 oil us, im 
Texas toothbrush noun the penis. In fexas, known as an 'Oklahoma 
toothbrush' us. 1994 

Texas Volkswagen noun a Cadillac us. me 
Texican noun a Texan us, im 

Tex-Mex noun i larijuar i.o in-Mexican < igin uk, ms 
Tex Ritter; tex noun itter (b 1 Rhyming ing, formed from the 
US "cowboy film actor, 1907 -74* 1992 
text verb to send a text 11 le 1 n a mobil phone UK.2001 
textile noun among naturists, a person who wears clothes UK. 1995 
textile adjective clothed, as distinct from nude. From the noun sense 

tezzers noun the testicles uk 2001 
TFB too tucking tgiifis me 

TFTF an after linner I ited 1 In n unsuited to the 
adyanegfiognt of romance, A coded message: Too St to 

TG noun a young member of a youth gang us, 2001 
TGIF Thank God it's / riday Notable variations: the restaurant chain 
■" fTG I Friday's', established in New York in 1965, now worldwide; 
arSJ the Controversial 1 UK : television programme TFI Friday, 
1996-2000 us. mi 

T-grams noun a gfthdmotherds,: S@gx 
TH noun in betting, odds of 8-1 UK wi 

Thai Buddha noun a strain of marijuana, known elsewhere as New 
Zealand green, Tasmanian tiger and Flawaiian head austraua, 2002 
Thai green noun a strain of marijuana originating in Thailand uk. 


■sale; a cigarette rolWdSW# marijuana cultivated in Thailand us 


Thames trout; trout noun 1 1 m Ap; irs t be a London 

coinage, probably aftei the rare appearance of a condom floating 
down the River Thames; remembered by a correspondentfrom 
Sheffield as a 1970s usage uk 2m 

thang noun 

thanie noun heroin uk, 2003 

thank fuck u ed 111 1 hen oth in e grateful to God. 
Euphemistic use of 'Fuck' for what might otherwise border on 
blasphemy uk, 19m 

thank goodness used as a register of heartfelt or exaggerated grati- 

thanks a bunch used as leclaration of 

gratitude uk. 2003 

thanks a bundle used as an nsincere or derisory declaration of 
gratitude uk ?ssa 

thanks a million thank you very much indeed. Usually sincere, but 
occasionally difisory u/c, im 

thanks awfully thank yci uinte entia English middle-and 
upper-class uk 1890 

thanks but no thanks used when declining an offer uk 1979 
thanks ever so thank youl UK. 1914 

thank you and good night! used in final dismissal of a foolish 
suggestion, or in surrender lo overwhelming misfortune. A 
valedictory phrase ftat became a broadcastingich 
inspired a catchphrase uK-m S- 

thank-you-m'am noun a bump or dip in a road which produces a 
moment ol slight uneasiness in the stomach us, raw 
that adjective used as a mildly derogatory prefix to a (usually proper) 

that adverb to such a degree; so; very In conventional use from the 
mid Cl5, but by©*! considered cop$j|#li bt dialect uk 1999 
that pronoun used persuasively in anticipated commendation uk >m 
that and this noun urine; an act ol urination. Rhyming slang, piss, 
also employed as a verb uk mi 

Thatcher noun a type of MDMA, the recreational drug best known 
as ecstasy. From Margaret Thatcher (b, 1925), former UK-Ptimir 
Isfinister 1979-90, later Baroness.Thatcher of Kesteven; her name 
is used here by an illicit drug manuf&ctufS? perhaps as a tribute 
her commitment to free enterprise uk 1996 
Thatcher wagon noun a car with the back cut away Canada, rasz 
that had to hurt! used as a humorous if not particularly sympath¬ 
etic bbssivattori of a painful event us. 1992 
that'll be the day! 1 M n ing I it i not very likely to 
occur or be done Australia, mi 

that'll happen used 1 hum 1 u mmen n something that 
should not happen 01 nevei happens Coined and popularised by 
'ESPN's Keith Olberman us, ms 
that plays used for expressing approval us. im 
that's chalk! that's great! Bahamas, m2 
that's close used for expressing doubt about a statement or 

that's dead! 1 ed for expr ig a rang negative us, 1997 
that's that used in fina emphasi < 1 ire eding tatement: that's 

all thdiiulk there is no more uk is® 
that's the name of that tune used for summing up or signalling 
‘ the end of an explanation. A signature line of actor Robert Blake 
on the television police drama Baretta (ABC, 1975-78). Repeated 
with referential humour, especially after Blake's arrest in the f|f|f' 
2000s tbr the murder of his wife us, 19/s 
that's the ticket! 111 ' 11 - ire n of assent. From 

a skit on Saturday Night T/we featuring Jon Lovitzas a pathological 
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that's what I'm talking about! I agree strongly! Almost a cliche 

US, 2002 

that's word! > 1992 

that time noun (he bleed period of a woman's menstrual cycle us, 


that may adjective lomosexual lortened fr< n the euphemistic 
phrase 'that way inclined' UK 19%>. 
thaw shay noun a spendthrift ireiand, 2000 
THC noun marijuana I he psychoactive chemical in marijuana is 
delta- 9 -tetrahydrocannabinol, or'lftCt/s; bti 
THC doctors' shorthand for what the homeless require from a day 
and night's hospitalisation: three trots and a cotfthfee meals and 
a bed) ui c 2002 

the adjective 1 in> II ]uial 2 used in the formation of 

colloquial nicknames places. Thus Alice Springs becomes 'the 
Alice'; Mount Isa becomes 'the Isa'; ©oneurry becomes 'the. 

CUrry'; Wollongong becomes 'the Gong 1 Australia, vs® 
theatrical noun an actor Generally seen in the plural uk 1859 
Thelma Ritter; the thelma noun a loilef 1.tie anus. Rhyming slang 
for shitter, form&i tan-the name of the US film actress, 

1905 - 69 UK 1998 

Thelonius Monk; thelonius noun semen. Rhyming slang for spunk, 
formed from the name of the US jazz pianist, 1917-82 uk, 1992 
them's my orders used as an apology for acting in accordance 
with orders us, 1973 

them's the breaks 1- 1 1 ise expre ion of resigned 

acceptance eftasmisfortune us. 1988 
them’s the rules used as a humorous deference to protocol or 
rules tt|; r #? 1 

them things noun marijuana cigarettes us. m2 
the nerve of the scurve! used as a humorous exclamation, half 
admiring us, 19/5 

there adverb ► be there to be alert and alive to your situation uk, 

► have been there; have been there before to have 
experienced something uk /szz. ► have someone there to 
cause someone to be at a loss; t©'rfOT#us.someone uk 7®? 
there it is used as a common form of assent by US soldiers in 
Vietnam US, ijstf 

there I was with Davey Crockett... used as a humorous 
Introduction to a story. A signature line used by ihe Trooper Duffy 
character played by Bob Steele on the television comedy F Troop 
(ABC, 1965 - 67 ), Repeated with referentialJf&m'ot# US, rasz 
Theresa Truncheon; Theresa noun a police officer; Sft'pMice An 
example of camp trani-geftder assignment, in this case an assonant 
play on 'truncheon' as stereotypical police equipftient UK, s® 
there’s no answer to that! used in answer to a question, 
implying an innuendo within the question which renders an 
answer unnecessary. A catchphrase of British comedian «£ 
Morecambs, 1926 - 84 , widely adopted as a useful face-saver uk, 

there you are noun tea (a < ini I lyming lang for char uk 1992 

there you are then!; there you are! used as the (triumphant) last 
words in an argument as ,1 point is proved Often preceded by 'so' 
or 'well' uk 1907 

there you go! used iferfigfejgflg approval os, im 
thermos bottle noun a tanker lorry. I rom line shape us, 19 76 
these and those noun 1 the toes. Rhyming slang uk i960. 2 the n 
ose. Rhyming slang Australia, i960. 3 clothes. Rhyming slang ox, 1992 

the shot heard 'round the world noun the homerun hit by New 

York Giants Bobby Thar$pffin'.t£> defeat the Brooklyn Dodgers in 
thj& final game of a three-game playoff series for the National 
League.'Championship in 1951 . An allusion to the first skirmishotMT 
the American Revolution on the village green iri'fejfigton, 
Massachusetts, on 19 th April 17 £gi@ 1951 
thesp noun an a entional 'thespian' 


thews noun muscles; the thighs; the forearms. A variation of the 
conventional sense as 'vigour'; only recorded in the plu ral ox 1966 
They noun the mysteriou luthoril over II uthority, the power 
behind ftit throne, Beloved in the p<Mtt)<j8t Culture of the 1960s us. 

Theydon Bois noun 1 1 Rt ning ing brmed from the name 
of an Essex village uk i 992 

thick adjective 1 in close associalion, familiar nbmate. Often 
elaborated as thick as thieves uk t 2 stupid, dense ox 1935. 

3 sexually appealing, attractive, well built us. ms. 4 of a bet large 


n 'thick-a-fbg', 'fhiejfe- 


thick-aadyect/Vevery dense. Used in 
a-snow' or 'thick-a-vapor' us, torn 

thick and thin noun 1 2 gin 

Rhyming slang uk 1992 

thick as a docker's sandwich adjective very stupid. 'Thick as' is 
uSerf as the basis for many similes m. rase 
thick as a plank adjective vex slunid Ihe simplified variation of 
THICK AS TWO SHORT PLANKS UK 1 980 
thick as a pudding adjective ve y stupid A nonh of England vari¬ 
ation on a theme; the 'pudding' is a Yorkshire pudding uk 
England, m3 

thick as pigshit adjective very stupid UK 1999 

thick as thieves adjective in - 1 11 uniliii intimate, 

inseparable uk i 833 

thick as two short planks adjective very stupid. Originally military; 
one of the best-known modern variations on a Shakespearean 
•$h^tajtfL/x, 1984 

thick dick; thick Dick noon 1 ipid person been slang ox rasa 
thick ear noun a blow round the head. I rom the swelling of the ear 
- if the blow is accurate uk 1909 
thick end of the stick noun an unfaii position to be in, or 
inequitable treatment UK, 19sr- 

thick head noon a h id 1 .ill m that results from 

drinki ng alCbtfOt UK, mi 

thickhead adjective idiotic, foo ish, stupid. From the noun sense uk 

thickie; thicky; thicko noun a fool, vartaltons of thick uk 19m 
thick on the ground adjective abundant, numerous, crowded uk /sat 
thick piss noun semen NtWZB^mD, 799s 

thief noun in he ten Its chances 

seem best us. raz6 

Thief Row noun London Heathrow airport Jocular but telling uk 1999 
thieve noun ► on the thieve engaged in the occupation or act of 
stealing utaom 

thieving adjective ncl net: I ihieve’y irigm II n conventional use 


thighbrows noun female pubic hair that escapes the confines of 
underwear or swimwear uk 2002 

thigh-highs noon tocking rn up th middle if the thigh os, 7995 
thigh opener noun a vodka gSSd^t us, wss 
thighslapper noon in pantomime, the role of principal boy. From 
the traditional gesture by which an attractive actress convinces an 
audience of her manhood uk m 3 
T. Hill noun Tommy Hilfiger™ clothing os, ms 
thimble and thumb; thimble noun rum. Rhyming slang ox 1992 
thimble-titted adjective small breasted as @94 
thin noun in prison, a key ox 19% 

thin blue line noon the police rom the image of and originally 
recorded as, a linszpf police, holding back a crowd uk ras4 
thing noun 1 used to replace any noun that the user cannot or does 
not wish to speedy Also called ,1 dungy' us, 7968 . 2 the penis. Since 
Chaucer, and still u> 1 3 the vagina Euphemism. Early use 

impW m otapfete 'thingstable' (1785) where thing' replaces cunt 
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thingamajig; thingumajig; thingummyjig | Thomas More 


in a policeman's title us mo. 4 an interest, obsession, attraction us, 
1841. s a romantic affair ( is. 1974. 6 an instinctive or irrational dislike 
of or aversion lo, someone or something uk on. 7 heroin; a 

capsule of 1 8 ►do your own 

thing; do your thing 

centred philosophy, appetites and idiosyncracies. Originally a black 

coinage, adopted l 0 I.he 1 *7 ► have a 

thing for; have a thing about lo be Oloried, perhaps 
obsessively so 1 n n n I in ► the Thing an 

M-50A1 Ontos antitank tracked vehicle, heavily armed us 1 990. 

► the thing Ho 1 ju 11 i< Ik 1 pedal point uk, isso 
thingamajig; thingumajig; thingummyjig noun used as a psuedo- 
term for something the name ol whic h is unknown, forgotten or 
notlmportant uk im 

thingamerry; thingumbobsy noun an object the name of which 
escapes the speaker Barbados, ms 
thingie; thingy noun 1 a thing uk 1933. 2 the penis uk 077 
thingionoun used as a vague replacement for an unremembered or 
unnamed person, object or action A variation of thingie (a 
replacement noun) uk mi 

thingio verb used as a vague replacement lor an unremembered or 
unnamed verb iM 2s® 

thingo noun an unnamed, or temporarily unnameable, person or 
thing AUSTRALIA 1966 

thingsnoun 1 p 1 1 I 1 ol -1 in-I vith you at a 
given time ok 1290. 2 garments, clothing ok cue ► do things to 
someone toe 1 neor pecia ua to arouse a 
passion, whltte deep df irndfhenSty uk. jsm 
things are crook in Tallarook things are very bad. Tallarook is a 
town in central Victoria Australia, m3 
things-on-the-springs noun a military inspection of a soldier's gear 
displayed 1 'Sn his bed US, ts0i 

thing-thing noun an object the name of which escapes or Is 
unimportant to the speaker us, 197e 
thingumabob; thingummybob noun used as a replacement for any 
noun that the user cannot or does not wish to specify uk 1832 
thingummy noun 11 - I 1 1 replacement for 1 noun that the user 
cannot or does not wish to specify uk 1796 

thingummy-whatsit noun 11 ^1 1 eupher . replacement for 

any noun that the user cannot or does not wish to specify uk 2002 
thingy noun in li 1 1 in 1 r that ha been modified and 
enhanced for speed us, 19m >see: thingie 
thin hairs noun ► have someone by the thin hairs to hold 
someone at a disadvantage; to exercise comp1ete : eec»fol over 
someone us„im$ 

think verb ► think outside the box to reject standard 
assumptions and strive for a creative solution to a problem. From 
a brain-teaser pufzfe yvbich can be solved only if you reject the 
boundaries of a box. It vaulted into clichb use quickly, and 
provided the inspiration for author Jim Tompkins' 2001 book 
Think Outside the Box1 The Most The, Generic, Hokey, Overused, 
Cliched or Unmotivat, ► think 

your shit doesn’t stink to be very conceited uk mi. ► you’re 
not paid to think uonse to any 

excuse that *s' but I thought..'. Origiria%a military truisrm/K 

think again, dearie used for humorously expressing the negative 

think it ain't? used 1 n us, 1 992 

thinkououn a momentary loss of memory 01 disruption in a 
thought process, A play on 'typo' us, 1991 

think-piece noun ik, i960 

think tank noun a toilet Punning on Hie term usually applied to 
noD-gCwemmental organisations that analyse policy us 1997 
thin man noun a person who does not exist who is placed on a 
payroll as a bookkeeping fiction us, 1973 
thinny noun a very thin hand-rolled cigarette or join! uk 2000 
thin one noun a dime, or ten-cent piece;®, 1962 


thin on the ground adjective sparse, scarce The natural opposite of 
thick on the ground (abundant) UK. 1942 
thin-out verb to depart uk m7 

third base noun in in II In the eat immediately to the 
dealer's right® ms 

third degree noun an inten e level f intern>g ition us. im 
third hat noun an assistant drill instructor in the US Marine Corps. 
Generally the drill instructor Wio hands out■ physical discipline - 
Physical Incentive Traint^os, 2004 
third leg noun the penis us, 1994 

third rail noun 1 a bill, especially in a restaurant A term of the 
1940s music industry os, mo. 2 an extremely controversial political 
issue. Like the third rail in an electric railway syS®rM r jt(| to be 
avoided "a 000 3 inexpensive, potent alcohol us, m2 
third sex noun homosexuals as a group us, 1896 
third-world botherer noun 1 per 1 1 i| in the need to do 

good in less fortunatejafoas of the world uk 2000 
third world briefcase noun /stem associ¬ 

ated, stereotypically, with black youthciftstapi.® m? 
thirst monster noun a crack cocaine user us, 2002 

thirsty adjective ,1992 

thirteen noun i jse 'M' is the 

13th letter of the alphabet us, aw, 2 in a deck of playing cards, any 
king US 1996 >see: 13 

thirteen nickname the Mexican Mafia prison gang us, 2000 
thirteenth gear noun in trucking 1 utr I- 1 used to coast down 


thirty days noun n poker, a hand with three lens c/s, m3 
thirty dirty miles noun in a game of poker, a hand with three tens 


thirty miles of railroad track noun in poker, a hand consisting of 

thirtysomething adjective eneration of 

baby boomers as they moved into their thirties. From the name 
Of a television drama (1987-91 )cfo5psrftg,on yuppie angst us. 1990 

thirty-thirty noun a central ner u ... mt other than 

amphetamine packaged to look like and sold as amphetamine us 

thirty-weight noun strong coffee. Inviting a comparison with motor 

this and that noun a hat Rhyming slang Australia, 1937 

this and that verb in 

thisavvy noun 11 1 11 -11 n. A Liverj I lurring uk 2001 

this is it used \ bout happens 

or is happening uk , 1942 

this is me used in place of 'hello' when answering the telephone 


this time it's personal used as a humorous assertion that an 
issue is being taken personally A moderately popular catchphrase 
torn jews: The Revenge (1987) us, 1999 

this will separate the men from the boys; this will sort the 
men from the boys 

successfully managed by someone of sufficient experience or 
maturity. The original use, 'this is whpd't'he men are separated 
from the boys' 01 'this is where they separate the men fasristhe 
boys', is attributed to ig-iSm actress Mae West, in which case this 
dates to the fart 1930s and is ladeft. with sexual innuendo uk mt 
T.H. Lowry noun i Maori ison rhyming mg, f irmed from a 
famed horse-breeder nbwzcaiand, 1997 
Thomas Cook noun a I 1 1 1 hi Im 11 ented by the 
advertisers for travel company Thomas Cook in the slogan 'Take a 
Thomas Cookatrosfo‘Prices! 1 and nonerfflclimfed circulation, uk. 


Thomas More noun 1 11 Rhyming rng robably formed from 

the renaissance writer and Catholic martyr (1478-1535) UK 2003 







thong feminism | three moon 


thong feminism nc 
thook verb to spit Uh 

thooleramawn nou, 


thou noun i a thousand us m 
though used, after a questio 


three days by canoe adjective a long distant* Os,; 
three days' delay no™ in Quebec, three days' no- 

three days older than dirt adjective very olcfinde 
three-decker noun 


thousand; percent' in support of his running mate, tbarr)® 
Sagteton, despite revelations that Eagleton had once received 
-Shock treatment; McGovern dropped Eagieton from the ticket 
several dayst'after this-sndersgment us. rse 

thousand-yard stare; thousand-metre stare noun a lost, 
unfocused look, especially as the resu i til brutal combat us. r 

thou shalt not be found out; thou shalt not get found 01 


three drags and a spit noun 

reversal of rhyming slang spit and drag (a cigarette) thereb; 
avoiding the rhyme on fag and its derogatory borfljjS^ual 


at appeals to disaffected suburban adolescei 


three fifty-seven; three fifty-seven Magnum no 

nervous system stimulant, the exact nature of whir 
jokf as amphetamine on the street us tm 

three-fingered salute noun when operating a com; 


three-for-two noun fifty pi 
three-hairs noun a Vietnai 
yS^oidierthat the pubi< 


threaders adjective i I i fy to lose ur temper Royal 
Navy, especially marine, slang: aitsabbfeviation of 'threadbare', 
suggesting patience worn tm 

threads noun clothes us, me 

three noun all ►or three either 


terenheit usually by folfrng naked ir 
entering a sauna Antarctica, 2003 

three-legged beaver™™a hornosc 
erect penis make the three legs, fen 
woman/vagina) UK tssi 
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three on the tree | throw-down gun; throwdown 


three on the tree noun I transmission with 

$tie gear shift mounted t*r» the steering column us 1993 
threepenny bits; thrupennies; threepennies; thrups noun 1 the 

female breasts. Rhyming s ang for, (tit(S)) , b; sed on a small coin 
(3d) that ceased to be legal tender with decimalisation in 1971; 
when this slang wasscoined/ydu got 80 threepenny bits, to the 
pound uk, mi. 2 an urgent need to defecate; diarrhoea. Rhyming 
slang for the shits Australia, .»» 

three-phase set noun 1 eel 1 it Int or! et of three shovels: a 
cup-shaped spoon, a spade and a shovel us. irn 
three-point c and b™™ a painful parachute anding. The three 
points were the head, heels and buttocks, while (he 'c and b' was 
a 'crash and burn'US' mi 

three-rounder noun a petty criminal, a small operator. From the 
‘.Ipree-rourid bouts of junior and novice boxing-UK aw 
threes noun 1 the 11 hi I I ndir g 1 it" >r level in a prison uk 1978. 2 in 
poker, three ouh fthe ime rar 1 1 hand *7 ► all the 

threes 

*&ti the' announces a double dumber uk m3 
three-sheet raF 1 i -1 thea 1 il ma euf in public us. 1971 
three sheets in the wind adjective velydirask uk 1S21 
three-sixty noun a complete, 360-degree turn; in the UK, especially 
while joyriding us 1927 

three-skinner noun 1 marijuana hi I 1 I nil 1 1 
fashioned out of three cigarette papers uk loo? 
threesome noun group e ith three participants 1 
three squares noun three-square meals a day us. 1922 
three-time loser™™ a criminal who has been convicted dfaffipt 
serious crime, probably guaranteeing life imprisonment us, 1 ss6 
three-toed sloth™™ 1 I thinkin 1 liking slow-acting 
hospital patient us ms 

three-toke killer™™ extremely potent marijuana. Derived from 
‘ ij|e perception that the marijuana will produce extreme intoxi- 
jdition after only three inhalationkis, 1993 
three-tone ™™ 1 1 car, badly repaired a ran rccident. A play on 
%e advertising of 'two-tone' cars (cars painted in two colours) uk 


three-two-hundred out, one-six-hundred in adjective comjfefg|f 
confused frpm'the standard 6400-mil circularartilSryr^iart us. 


three up and three down noun 1 m er rgeant in the US Army. 

‘ Pram the stripe configurated os mi 

three up and two down noun 1 0 m 11 1- Its 01 platoon 

sergeant in the US Army I rom the stripe configuration us, 1991 
three-way noun ex involving thr peopl ni Itaneously us 198s 
three-way adjective used of a oman) lling 1 > engage in vaginal, 

* ilpal and oral sex-us ix> : 

three-way freeway noun a woman who consents to vaginal, anal 
and oral sex us 2001 

three wheel trike; three-wheeler noun a iesbian. Rhyming slang 

thrift verb to live a frugal, if allraclive, ileslyleus 1997 
thrift shop noun any Idyrtmit, low-ante poker game us 1996 
Thrilla in Manilla nickname the h 1 gh I ing championship 
fight between Muftatrimed Ali and Joe Frazier on 1st October 
1975 in Manilla, won by Ali when razier's manager Eddie Futch 
threw-fin the towel before the 15th round us 199s 
thrilled adjective pleased, delighted uk, m? 
thrilled to bits adjective utterly delighted; very pleased uk , h 
thriller noun t sensational (adventur mi Id as a play, film or 
hovel; such a form of entertainment. A narrow sense of the 
general meaning uk 1 m 

thrill pill noun 1 ent rl nervou tern timulant in tablet form. A 
reduplication that never really caught on; too true for a 
euphemism and too euphemistic for the street us, 1953 


throat noun ► have someone by the throat to have someone 
completely under control Australia. 1947 
thrombo noun a fit of rage I rom 'thrombosis', suggesting a rush of 
blood to the head uk 2002 

throne nouni it let - 1 1 I I lavator 1 i place on which 
you sit) uk 1922 . 2 the most coveted position for a bookmaker at 
the track Australia, im 

throttle artist; throttle jerker; throttle puller noun a train 

engineer us, 1977 

throttle jockey noun a combat jet pilot us, 19s6 
throttling pit ™un a lavafeyAJSTfMUA, 1971 

through-the-card noun ces at a 

meeting,i©oramonfy used when gambling on greyhound racing uk 

through-ticket noun , to play and to 

lose money until h,e has lost his entire bankroll us 1993 
throw noun i the cost of an Item or action, usually preceded by a 
Specific amount. Probably from the old side shows effie fair us 
ism. 2 an act of vomiting; vomit Australia, 1967 
throw verfji to di i -ii i im - < 2 to deliberately lose a 

contest us 3 ► throw a fin; 

throw the fin hi irfin reach the top l i wave and 
expose to the ► throw a fit to 

become very aim i igit ted ► throw a party to lose 

heavily when gambling us. m2. ► throw a shape to make an 
► throw a shine > ig 1 meone. Usage by 
Mexican-American youth (Pachucos) in the southwestern US us 
19 47. ► throw a shoe 1 1 1 s 

► throw blows to fight us ms. ► throw flame in trucking, to 
show an actual flame 01 a red g ow suggesting a flame on a 
smokestack us 1971. ► throw forty fits to become very angry or 
agitated. An occasional intensification of throw a fit us m 4 . 

► throw gravel to accelerale briskly from a dirt road shoulder us 

► throw hands to fight us 2002. ► throw it to someone 

from a male perspecti 111 ► throw off at to 

deride some ► throw one from 

the male persped - In - - ► throw shade to 

project a defiant attitude us ws. ► throw shapes to box Ireland, 
1995. ► throw signs 1 Iways gang- 

related us 2001. ► throw teddy out of the pram to throw a 
tantrum; to lose your temper An al usion to childish behaviour us 

► throw the bald-headed champ to perform oral sex Oft 

a man us 19; ► throw the book at someone to discipline or 

penalise someone severely Making maximum use of the rulebook 
that inspires the punishment us. 19m. ► throw the head to lose 
one's temper Ireland m.s. ► throw the knockwurst from the 
male perspective, lo have sex us 1972. ► throw the latch in a 
hotel, to activate a mechnical device advising hotel employees to 

► throw the 

leg over to mount a racehorse Australia, vm. ► throw the 
voice; throw your voice to vomit ABSSmja m2. ► throw up 
your set ► throw waist to 

thr \nd tobago, 2003. ► throw 

your weight about; throw your weight around to 'show off 
In an unpleasant, domineering way; lo bully people uk 1917 
throwaway™™ in rter in n 11 I u led by a criminal 
after a crime lo thwart easy identification us rasz 
throw away verb ibort foeti >ada tobago. 1939 
throwaway adjective used of a gun unregistered and not capable of 
being traced, and thus used to place in the vicinity of someone 
V^rom the police fiaye shot to justify the shooting u$ mi 
throwdown noun at SfM party us me 

throw down verb 1 dn 1 1 n 1 ii 1 1 eapon us raz?. 2 to 

kill us m3. 3 in basketball, lo forcefu y drive the ball down through 
the basket us it,-. 4 to dance. Sometimes embellished with 'some 
ftlppy feet' as a direct objedtiS, fs® 
throw-down gun; throwdown noun aiguri that is not registered 
and not capable of being traced, ai d thus placed by the police in 
the vicinity of someone whom they have shot to justify the 
.’Ifipjipg Ui$, *989 
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throw off verb i ier rm at a skill level belo our i[ ability c/s, 

throw-out noun i the pr ze th t i irni I gar le < iperator arranges 
for a player to win to entice more customers to play us. ms. 2 a 
Apt thrown by a parader to spectators us, im 
throw-up noun a large, simple piece of graffiti art us, 1994 
throw up verb 1 itely elegant 

'throw up your accounts' (C 18 ) ui r 2 to create large graffiti 
pieces (especially on trains, walls, etc) us 1994 
thrush noun 1 a female singer us 1 «o. 2 an attractive young woman 
4iy|f^4i*l.B60 

thrust noun am I, bu 11 I 11 I 11 1 1 - I finite uggestion of 

Sexual vigour and therefore, probably, derives from brand 
marketing as a male sex-aid uk tax 
thruster noun 1 an amphetamine or other central nervous system 
stimulant us ma. 2 a modern surfboard with three fins Australia. 

thrutch noun a difficult cl 1a enge Antarctica, 2003 
thud nickname an F -105 Thunderchief aircraft I rom Hie fact that 
many were shot down during the Vietnam war. A two-seated FI 05 
was Mown as a 'double thud' us, ms 
thug noun a youth gang member uk, 2003 

thugged-out adjective in hip-hop culture, self-sufficient and danger¬ 
ous. From conventiona 'thug' (a violent person) which has been 
adopted by some urban blacks as an honourable term and com 

th-uh, th-uh, that's all folks used as a humorous farewell. Used 
as the sign off on • ooney Toon cartoons-'produced by Warner 
Brothers by a stuttering Porky the Pig. Repeated with referential 
humpy if tiS mss: 

thumb noun Probably because you 

suck your thumb for comfort in much the same way as you suck 
on a cigarette us na ► on the thumb hitchhiking us 2004. 

► with the thumb 1 1 1 1 1 I in 1 iting that the 

current odds will not continue to be offered for long From tfte- 
tick-tack signal used by bookmakers uk h# 
thumb verb to hitchhike us, 193 2. ► thumb your nose to treat 
someone or something contemptously us 1973 
thumb buster noun 1 a knob attached to a car or truck's steering 
wheel to help the driver make turns quickly. When the steering 
wheel returns touts iwthial position, the knotroas injure thfsbpsk- • 
of a driver who is nol careful us ecu. 2 a railway mechanic us 1977 
thumb-check noun 1 cursory e n ination of a long document or 
packetof documents. US naval aviator 'usage us 19m 
thumb job noun a hitchthiker; the act of hitchhiking. Citizens' band 
radio, slang us. in 

thumb merchant noun a bftsjtfi,rker us, in 
thumbs down noun at 1 ihe gesture 

fcmously used to signal 'no mercy' for gladiators in the arenas off 
ancient Ro*S«fand Hollywood UK 1929 
thumbsucker noun a i ig and < nple piece of j urnalism; a writer 
of such articles us.2003 

thumbs up noun ihe gesture that 

spared die life of Roman gladiators uk 1951 
thump noun a fight us.dm 
thump verb t le 1 11 ne oundlyuK>594 

thumper™,.- 1 2 imer us 

as:. 3 a piece of rope used by dog handlers to discipline sled dogs 
Antarctica, m2. 4 in electric line weak, an underground fault locator 

thumper bumper™™ in pinball, a bumper that upon impact with 
a ball scores and then propels the ball back into play us, 1977 
thump gun™™ in 1 1 1 I uncher. Vietnam war usage us, 


thumping adverb ii, el in intensifier 1 Jjective 1 large ize 

thunder™™ 1 male sexual prowe : tubago, 1989. 

2 heroin uk 2002 ► do a thunder to defecate Ireland, cm 
thunder verb to excel us, 19m 
thunderbags noun underpants AUSpjnaapf®? 
thunderbirds™™ Hi nale br 1 Ii n the mammaric and 
lexicographic symbolism of-the science fiction ttafiderbirds, 
especially Thunderbird 2, in cult television supermarionation 
puppet-series Thunderbirds by Gerry Anderfpm, from 1965, and. 
relaunched Ta the 1990s uk, mi 
Thunderbirds are go used foi denoting oi announcing that 
something Is proceeding A catchphrcse from Thunderbirds, a cult 
science fiction puppet series, first broatast.dn television in 1965 

thunderbowl noun a lavatory uk. im 


thunderbumper™™ a cumulonimbus cloud Canada, 1995 
thunderdome noun 1 1, 1 IDMA, the r eational drug best 

known as ecstasy. A reference to theffpft Mad Max: Beyond ftie 
Thunderdome, 1985 uk 1999 

thundering adjective forcible, violent; hence, as an intensifier: great, 
thundering adverb excessively uk, m 

thunderingly adverb violently, forcibly, powerfully, energetically 
greatly; excessively uk im 

Thunder Road ™™ Hi hwa 1 1 I ligon south Vietnam. 
So named because 1 he 1 -in 1- 1-1 thunder runs on 
Highway 13 us, 1971 

thunder run ™™ 1 Juki .. 1 i tactic of having a 

small-armoured convoy drive at high speeds shooting-at both 
sid@$.dfihe road to thwart ambushes by the Viet Cong, in Iraq in 
2003 , used by soldiers of a death or glory incursion into Baghdad, 
Possibly originating in the Korean war, 1950 ffi 53 , where it was used 
figuratively for a final bar crawl before leaving a posting us. im. 

2 in white-water rafting, ihe most treacherous rapids or the act of 
-negQtratlfjgthem us. 2003 

thunder thighs noun I n a woman us, 

thunk noun in computing, code that supplies an address us, 1991 
thunk verb used in Iternati pasttenseof think’in place of 
'thought'. Intentionally jocular or rural ’ 

Tl nickname the federal correctional institution, terminal Island, 
ulatlfornia us im 

tia no™ marijuana. A Spanish aunt such as aunt mart (marijuana) 


TIA used as Internet shorthand tc 


1 'thanks th advance' us. n 


Tibb’s Day noun 

day that will nevei come in this lifetime C L. Apperson, in English 
Proverbs and Proverbial Phrases, calls it 'a day neither before nor 
after Christmas'. Brewer's Dictionary of Phrase and Fable (1870) 
points out thatlhOfe never was such a saint as St jp® hence the 
ofesf tbe'term as a synonym for 'never' Canada, 1999 

tic noun pherisylidine ys, isry 

TIC noun when a criminal is on trial, a crime which does not form a 
part of the case being heard but which the defendant may request 
to have taken into accourR&rfrig sentencing. A partial acronym 
-of’taken into amount 1 uk 199s 

tical noun marijuana A coinage claimed by rap artist Methodman, 
usage spread with his adoption of ‘tical’ as one of twiy drug 
related aliases us, 199 $ 

tick noun 1 a moment; a second, a minute uk, 1879. 2 credit, deferred 
payment. Generally in the phrase 'on tick' (on credit) uk m2. 3 in 
spread-betting, a tenth uk me. 4 in basketball, a shot us 1995. s in a 
hsSjSiffltJii intern us.jm 
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tick | tie off 


tick verb ► tick along nicely to make satisfactory progress Ireland tick-tack; tic-tac verb t< ig tal betting infor nation by tick-tack 

MtMlP, 2003 AUSTRALIA, 7956 


tick adjective sexually attractive uk 7950 

ticked off ad/ect/Ve angry 7959 

ticker 770U771 a clock, especially a pocket watch us. ism. 2 the heart 
Analogised to a clock ticking us. 1930. 3 courage Australia, 1977 
ticket noun 1 Glasgow and 

mod culture uk . 19K. 2 an amusing or charming person Ireland, 

1992. 3 a follower (not an originator) of Mod fashion uk, 19m. 4 a 
professoral/licence; a certificate of q u tft Oqflfo ii. Originally mnlitatyf 
us 795). s a warrant or bill of detainer • is. 2002. 6 an official 
misconduct report in prison us 1979. 7 an order to be ocked in 
solitary confinemen! us 1 m. 8 n prison, a conlract for a killing or 
healing us. 1974. 9 in horse racing, .1 betting receipt us, 1951. 10 a 
playing card. As in the expression 'I held some good tickets’ LtS,. 
i96i. 11 LSD; a dose of LSD Another LSD-as-travel metaphor os, 

1969 ► just the ticket; that's the ticket exactly what is 

ticket agent 770U77itfsliSfJ dealer. Premised on a trip as 


Ticket Bastard nickname the I ickeineasier linker service us, 1994 

ticket of leave man noun a parolee uk. 799s 
ticket-punching 770 U 0 in the military, nearly automatic promotion 
from rank to rank with short periods in combat to justify the pro- 
tofjffiw US 1988 

tickets 7701777 the female re 1 Atern I nr the oarse sector of 
the entertainment industry, recognising the se ling power of sex us 
► have tickets on yourself to be conceited Australia, 191s 
tickety-boo adjective ne rrect in ler 1 1 1 1 >ry Originally 
military; a variation of 'ticket', as in just the ticket (correct), with 
Hindu tikai babu sir*) uk 1939 

tick-hunter 7701777 in rd 1 >ird- d 1 1 nil one who is excit¬ 
able From i bird-watcher’s habit of ticking-off observations ina 
note book 14 19n 

tick in cow's arse 7701777 something or someone hoi -1 lose t< 
something or someone $S00 nidad andiTCMa&o, i 982 
ticking-off 7701777 a ifdpfWiahd £*. 1 984 
tickle 770 U 77 1 a ml I-1 1 her; in - riminal enterprise. 

Probably derives from the image of a poacher 'tickling a tfbijt', an 
activity lor the 'light-fingered' uk 1938. 2 in the sport of polo, a 
weak hit on the ball uk 200. . 3 a pleasurable sensation caused by 
drug use uk 2000. 4 a deep v-bottom on a boat; also, especially in 
Newfoundland, a narrow strait between mainland and an island: 

CANADA, 1947 

tickle verb 1 to prime an engine Fo start the cold engine ofa 
motorcycle, it is sometimes necessary to prime the carburettor, or 
'tickle the pot' us 003 2 to administei oral sex 10 a male 
pornographer performer before 01 between scenes 1.0 help him 
maintain an erecti 1 3111 >0 ► tickle a 

bug in computing, to activate a normally inactive malfunction us, 
1991 ► tickle the peter 10 steal from a till or cash box Australia, 
1941. ► tickle the pickle from the male perspective, to have sex 
l^S, I'M 

ticklebelly noun Ur ]u 1 ing erienced hen a car crests a 
poorly graded hill too fast Canada, 2002 

tickled; tickled to death; tickled pink adjective very pleased uk 1907 
tickler 7701777 1 an office ten tha erve remind of impending 
deadlines/'. « 2anylhirig < n n h | ni that is designed to 

ifepoutate the vagina or the clitof% (luring sex uk 1974 
tickle your fancy noun a homosexual. Rhyming slang, nancy (boy), 
noted as a post-World VVai 2 term by Lay Puxley, Cockney Rabbit, 
1992 , who suggests a ooffupftjfi of the children's song 'Bil ly Boy' 
as a possible source uk, 1992 
ticklish adjective difficult, awkward uk 7597 

tick Off verb IK, 1915 

tick-tack; tic-tac noun i a system of hand signalling used by 
racecourse bookmakers uk 7899 . 2 a signal of any kind. From race 


tick-tacker noun ormation by tick- 

ta tk AUSTRAUA 1997 

tick-tacking 770170 an illegal system of sign language used between 
bookmakers and touts on a racecourse \ustraua, i&s 
tick-tack man noun a tick-tacker Australia, 1939 
tick-tick noun ' TOBAGO, 2003 

tick-tock noun a I - hildrer II juialisn from the conven- 
‘ $f©natlimitation of the ticking of a clock uk. im 
tick-tock used in in rk the p ing i i nstant From the ticking 
of a clock uk, im 

tick twenty noun ten o'clock Lis, 1946 
ticky adjective old-fashioned, out-of-date us, woo 
tic-tac noun i a per i i ignals be tin inf i nation by tick-tack 
uk i99o. 2a fact Rhyming slang, from the race (rack signalling 
system uk 1992. 3 phencyc idine, the recreational drug known as 
PCPer angel dust us. 1994 

tid-bit 770170 1 if letising ind to< I < 11 man us 197 

tiddie; tiddy noui of titty uk 2003 

tiddle verb to urinate. A children's colloquialism uk mi 
tiddled off adjective mi 'li -i tiddle (to urinate), thus a 
VaftStton of PISSED OFF UK, 1977 

tiddler 00170 1 m mall fish 1 1 1 ipplied to r stickleback uk 

1885. 2 anything small; a chi d, a small anima . a small drink, etc uk 
1927. 3 any small coin (of size rather than denomination) uk 1966. 

4 

tiddler's bait; tiddley bait; tiddley; Tilly Bates adjective late, 

.phyrairig slang uk i9w 

tiddly; tiddley adyertiVejmfW^^trnk uk im 

tiddlywink; tiddly-wink; tiddleywink; tiddly; tid noun 1 an 
2 

.Phybiing slang.fbr chink (a Chinese person) uk a 77. 
tidemark noun a dirty mark that is left by, and marks the extent of 
a child’s neck-washing regime uk, mi 
tide's in adjective t 1 1 1 11 I bleed period of the menstrual 

cycle us, 7999 

tide's out adjective leed period of the menstrual 

cycle us, 7999 

tidy adjective i lar isiderable. As in tl i ung by Boy 
Scouts: 'The greal meat pie was a tidy size, / And it took a week to 
mate4 / A day to carry it to thetsfap, / And just a week to bake 
It' uk, /Sim. 2 satisfactory; good; decent; correct Widely exampled by 
John Edwards, Talk Tiay (the title is defined in the book as 'speak 
properly!'), 1985 uk im. 3sexua y attractive; sexy uk 2000 
tidy! in South Wales, used as a positive affirmation uk wales, ms 
tidy; tidy up verb 1 1 ib si -1 lung orderly clean, etc uk mi. 

2 to wash the vulva and 1 1 bago, 1978 

tidy and neat; tidy verb 1.0 eat. Rhyming slang uk 1992 
tidy away verb to clear up;for tidiness’ sake uk is 67 
tidy whities noun i I ei e men underpants us, 1994 

tie verb to inject, with a drug 1 ik. aw. ► tie on one to get very 
drunk us. mo. ► tie the knot lo marry uk. am. ► tie them 
down on the tail 1 1 ppl 1 1 I brakes us, 1945 

tie a knot in it! addressed to someone (usually a male) who needs 
to urinate but is having.to control the urge; atsoysad to someone 
'wHSiJs whjstiing,tunelessly uk 2001 
tie and tease 770U7) ral 11 ill ratin pleasurable stimu¬ 
lation and deliberate frustration, especially when advertised asi 
service offered by a prostitute uk 2003 
tie-eye 7701777 a commotion or ruckus Canada, 1999 
tie off verb to restrict the flow of blood in a vein in preparation for 
&k injection ofnareotre drugs us, w 
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tie-tongued adjective suffering from a speaking disability such as a 
BARBADOS. 1965 

tie-up noun t!ie i | i i I ii i ii the flow of blood in a 
vein in preparation for an injection of drugs uk 199 6 
tie up verb to appl iii 11 1 r< 1 ii uiuquet, usually on the arm, 
preparatory to injecting a drug US, 1990 
tiff noun a petty quarrel; a brief peevish disagreement uk, i/y, 
tiger noun 1 1 pei n h keer >r r enthi iastic about 
someth ing Australia 2 a male homosexual uk m3. 3 a wife. A 
Cockney endearment uk 1 eo. 4 an outstanding sportsman; a confi¬ 
dent climber ► take a 

tiger for a walk (used of a food addict) to eat in moderation. A 
term in twelve-step recovery programmes such as Alcoholics 
Anonymous us, 1998 
tiger cage noun 

tiger country noun 1 ugh, uncull ted country or terrain 
Australia, ms. 2 any challenging situation I tom World War 2, 
rs^f/ing to territory patrolled by German Tiger tanks new Zealand, 
1945. 3 In hospital operating theatre usage, any part of the body 
where surgery is high risk us, 1994 

tiger in the tank noun a linear amplifier for a citizens' band radio. 
ft@&tthe 1960'sifisso advertising slogan 'Put .a tiger in yourtank' 

tiger lady noun a female ietnamese 11 1 ruilding orkerataUS 
ifecility during the wants 1990 

tiger piss noun Tiger Paw™ beer. A south Vietnamese speciality, 
made with formaldehyde us, 1991 

tiger stripe noun 1 1 n intraven In injections us, 1958 

tiger stripes noun camouflage worn in the jungle us, 1971 
tiger suit noun t rm ill unil rm rn by soldiers in the 
South Vietnamese Army us. 1990 

tiger sweat noun 1 ng llega manufa ured hisky Canada, 1999 
tiger tank noun 1 un 1 A rth. Rhymin lang for, wank 

(rubbish), usually phrased 'not worth a tiger tank'; from the 
advertising slogan 'put a tiger jsPpur tank' uk 79® 

Tiggerish; tiggerish adjective er 1 ill nthusiastic and cheerful. 
From the character ofTigger, created by A A Milne, 1882-1956, 
especially as filtered through thf Cisney anlmsbcsns of Wiitrsie thf ■ 
Pooh’s adventures uk, 2003 

tight noun la 2 rnd consisting 

of three cards of the same rank and ,1. pair Known conventionally 
as a 'full house' Canada, 193s. ► in a tight in serious trouble us, 

1984 

tight adjective 1 tipsy; drunk us. is.u. 2 lacking generosity, mean UK 
2000. 3 aggressive, cruel; unpleasant I rom the previous sense as 
'mean', punning on 'mean' as 'cruel' uk. 1999. 4 hard; severe; 
difficult uk 1764. 5 of a slot machine, disadvantageous to the 
gambler in terms of the frequency of payouts us. 1984. 6 used of a 
hard bargain us. ms. 7 of money; hard to come by; in short 
circulation uk im 8 used of a player in poker extremely 
conservative in play and betting us i o. 9 of a contest close, 
evenly matched us, ms. 10 friendly us, mo. 11 good; fashionable; In 

tight-arse noun 

tight-arsed adjective i mean, close-fisted, ungenerous uk i960. 

2 

tight as a crab's arse adjective miserly uk, 1999 
tight as a gnat's twat adjective miserly uk 2001 
tight-ass noun a highly strung, nervous person us, 1971 
tight-assed adjective hig;hily ,; ft®Hg, nervous us, 1970 
tighten verb ► tighten the wig m smoee marijuana os, 2001. 

► tighten up someone's game to educate or coach someone 


tighter than a camel's arse in a sand storm adjective miserly. An 
elaboration of tight (m@bn) uk '999 
tighter than bark to a tree adjective misefty Canada, 1992 
tight fight with a short stick noun a difficult job with poor 
equipment to do it us. 1954 

tight hole noun an oil well 1 Ii 1 ind location have not 
been reported us, mr 


tight-roll noun a manufactured cigarette us, 1984 
tightwad nouna riiaffy itJeson trs, 1906 
tighty-whities noun form-lufng men’s jockey shorts os ms 
tig ol'bitties noun large breast An inten 1 1 1 nerismof'big 
oltj titties' mm 

tigre; tigre bianco; tigre del norte noun heroin. Possibly 
'branded' types ol heroin, from Spanish for 'tiger', white 'tiger' and 
'nj&itftem tiger' UK 2003 

Tijuana 12 noun a cigarette made with tobacco and marijuana os 

Tijuana Bible noun a porn graphir mi< hook us, 1979 
Tijuana chrome noun silver spray paint. I ijuana is just across the 
border from California in the Mexican state of Baja Califfeso^ 

, palifpmian youth oftgf}i|&ok their customised cars tffljuana 
where much of the best and some of the shoddiest customising 
work was done us, 1993 

Tijuana taxi noun a well marked police car us. m 
tik noun a potential victim West Indian and UK black us 1996 
Tilbury Docks; the Tilburys noun any sexually transmitted 
infection. Rhyming slang for pox, formed on a part of the Port of 
taft®n; Ap earlier, now obsolete sense for tfels rhyme was 'socks' 


tiles noun dominoes us 


in the tiles partying new Zealand, 


till-tap verb to steal money from a cash till us, 1970 
till tapper noun ns or tokens 

from a slot machine being played by someone else us, 1999 
till tapping noun se cashier is 

distracted us, 1964 

tilly noun (especially in Queensland and northern New South Wales) 
a utility truck avstralia. mz 

Tilly noun used as a personification of the police us. 1970 
Tilly Bates adjective >see: TIDDLER'S BAIT 

tilly-tallied adjective 1 1 il I ill 1 11 lete tilly-vally' 
(nonsense), which is what tends to be spoken when drunk uk 1999 
tilt noun 1 especially 111 the Maritime Provinces, a crude shelter, open 
on one side and with its back to the wind Canada ms. 2 in pinball, 
a mechanism on the machine that ends a game when the player 
moves the machine tooforcefull ► on tilt used of a 

poker player's .piaytftf, exceptionally j#0f. WSas® 

Tim noun a Roman Catho ic. Who the original Tim is or was is 
unknown W: Scotland, 2000 

timber noun 1 a toothpick us, las. 2 in horse racing, a hurdle in a 
steeplechase race us. 1976. 3 in poker, the cards lhat have been 
discarded us. 1151. 4 in the circus or carnival, a person playing a 
game or concession with the house’s money in an attempt ts£ 
attract' other piayui '968 

timber nigger noun ve. Used by 

spoiling euluunasT and dime r To. loafs; biccTiy to desckbe 
Native American, iftcjians involved in the fishirrplunting rights 
debate us, 1993 

timber rider noun hi horse racing, a jockey in a sleeplechase event 
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| tin tank 


refers to the dough that is punched out of a rtng doughnut fried, 
and soid'as -a thole" Canada, 2000 

time noun time in prison, a jail sentence uk ik> 7 . ► (he) wouldn’t 
give you the time of day; too mean to give you the time 

of day applied 1 notoriou mean person 4 ► do time 

1 to serve a prison sentence, especially in .1 manner that preserves 

the prisoner's sanity uk, is 65 . 2 to stay after school in detention us, 
1954. ► for the time with the loser 

paying for the use of the table us ram ► have no time for 
someone to have r i re re 1 ft imeone Australia. 1911. ► in no 
time; in less than no time immediately ok ► make 
time; make time with someone to have sex with someone; to 
make sexual advances towards someone us 1934 

time-and-a-half noun in blackjacl the pa utto a player of one 
and a half times pgf’ bet when the player is dealt a natural . 21 , A 
pun using aterrii'uSttally applied to an overtime rate of pay 
time of the month noun ihe bleed period of a woman's menstrual 
cycle. Barely Suph'erniSticpfCtS® 
time out! ' oolice us 2000 

timer noun fathr anada, 1993 

time-stretcher noun 1 irisoner hosi ttitude ind actions serve to 
make the time served by others seem longer than it is US. 20 as 
time through the gate noun die on-ihe-job experience of a prison 
Officer UK, 1996 

Timmy noun a Tristar aircraft. In Royal Air Force use UK 21)02 
timothy noun a brothel A shortening of 'Timothy Titmouse', 
rhyming slang for 'house' Australia, rsgg- ’ 
timps noun timpani (kettle-drums); timpanists An abbreviation of 
'timpani' uk w 

Timshopnoun a F man 1 I In e\ uk Scotland, 1996 
timtamnounai imf in -I >r iati in nr re< 1 | i< it ion Australia, 2001 
tin noun 1 a poll 2 3 a gun us, 

1986 . 4 a safe us, ran. 5 one ounce of elarijuana. Probably from a 
pipe tobacco tin as a measured container us, ram 6 beer in any 
quantity or container us. «». 7 in drag racing, a irophy, especially 
► does what it says 
on the tin; does exactly what it says on the tin used as an 
assurance that whatever is 1,0 desc ribed wi I be, or behave, as 
expected. From a catchphrase-slogan for Ronseal™ wood- 
treatments; first introduced in the early 1990 s, the phrase is now 
part of the company's registered trademarking, and widely applied 
in'ite®®^ recorded here|few 

tin-arse; tin-bum noun a lucky person. Derives, perhaps, from a play 
on 'copper-bottomed' Australia, 1953 
tin arse; tin arsed adjective luckyAUsrwi/A 1919 
Tina Turner; tina noun 1 1 pr< 1 ID 1 Homing slang for, 
'earner'; formed from the popular US singer and actress (b. 1938 ) 
uk 2ooi. 2 Rhyming slang for gurner it person intoxicated by 
MDMA) UK 

tin bath; tin noun t a laugh. Rhyming slang uk 2002. 2 a scarf 
ilftfepg slang UK. 1992 

tin can noun 1 1 minals us, 1949. 

2 an older ship in disrepair us 19 > 3 a citizens'band radio set 
’Pom arte of the tjhost primitive tefibnical means ofneWtWfryfii 
nation two tin cans joined by a piaffe of string us m 

tinchy adjective petty; small Bahamas, im 
Tin City noun ed to house 

Vietnamese refugees after the North Vietnamese conquest in 1975 
1990 

tin collector noun \ ice off er rp ecul 1 1 solved in investi¬ 
gating police miscondrjd us 2001 

tincture noun 1 m I h li tin I ipul 11-1 if not inspired by the 
'Dear Bill' letters in Private Eye uk ran 2 a light drug in liquid 
form, A jocular euphemism uk 1968 
tin dog noun a snowmobile new Zealand, 196.9 


Tin-Ear Alley noun in on 'Tin-Pan 

Alley' (the world of music) UK mi 
tin flute noun a suit. A variation of whistle and flute in Glasgow 

rhyming, slang im sCcm/wb. ms 

t'ing noun thing. West ndian and UK black pronunciation uk 1994 
ting noun money, a payment, especially in an illegal context trinidad 

AND TOBAGO, 1989 

ting-a-ling noun i 2 vellery). 

Rhyming slang uk 1992. 3 in pi;ying cards, a king Rhyming slang 


tin grin noun m rson wit! 1 I ntiaus 1977 
tings noun the testicles West Indian pronunciation of 'things’ uk 2000 
tingum noun capes the 

speaker Bahamas, ms 

tin hat noun 1 a 1 I 1 iiot. Rhymir lang > prat uk rae. 2 on 

the railways, a com pan fficial ►put the tin hat on it; 

put the tin hat on something to bhng an unfortunate 
sequence to an unwelcome climax; to finish something offurc 1919 
tinhorn noun a cheap and offensive person us, issz 

tinhorn adjective IrTI .. ntial; inferior us ism 

tin Indian noun a tantjac car us. 1993 

tinker noun 1 member oil he I welling r immunity. 

Conventionally 'an (itinerant) mender of pots, pans, kettles etc.', 
but now more generally applied Ireland, ram 2 a child, especially a 
mischievous child. Remembered in use in New Zealand in 1904 
and in Australia in 1910 m wzealand. 1991. 3 a piece of scrap from 
wreckage Canada, i 9 S 3 

tinker's cuss; tinker's damn; tinker's toss noun sdrSiettiiing of no 


tinkle noun ur n ► give a tinkle to 

ftW®$n.e From the ringing bell of origtnal telephones 

tinkle verb to urinate. Children's vocabulary, used coyly by adults us, 


tinklebox noun a prana 

tin lid noun 1 YID UK 1992. 2 a 

child. Rbyifring slang for kid Australia, ms 
tinned dog noun canned meat Australia, 1395 
tinnie; tinny noun a cap' of beer Ai&itAUA. W 64 
tinny noun i an in ij i measur marijuana i piped in tinfoil, 
usually enough for about three cigarettes m wzealand, 199 5. 2a 
small aluminium boat Australia, 1979. 3 a station wagon with a steel 
body and no wood trips m3 
tinny adjective lucky australiak : MI§ 

tinny house noun 1 1 I t here marijuan tinnies are sold new 

ZEALAND, 1999 

tin plate noun 1 1 11 te Rh 1 in Ian 1 u ms 2 in circus 
and carnival usage, a law enforcement official In a small town us, 

tin sandwich noun a harmonica; a mouth organ Used as the title 
of an album of harmonica, music by Tommy Basker, ‘The:Tin 
Sandwich', 1-994 us 1999 

tinsel-teeth noun 1 any person with orthodontia us. 1979. 

2 orthodontic braces us mi 
Tinsel Town nickname Hdil$#£K|tfri& im 

tins of beans; tins noun jeans (denim trousers) Rhyming slang uk 

tin soldier noun pr itut lien h n 1 It r conventional 

sex, but to act as a prostitute's 'slave'. Noted as a 'voyeur-type 
male, usually-Whuddle- dr upper-class background' by David 
Powts, The Signs cf Crime, 1977 uk, imr 
tin tack nouni iism 1 1 n mj n 1 Rhyr ling slang for sack. 

Recorded in 1932 but believed 10 be ate C19urc m2. 2 a fact 
RhymifigySI'ang based on brass tacks, generally ftUjgl'f*, 1999 


tin ear noun tone deafness us 


tin tank noun a bank. Rhyming slang uk 1932 
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tin termites noun rust uk, isf- 

tints noun i sunglasses us, razz. 2 tinted car windows us, m> 
tiny noun i a child Australia. mi. 2 a very young member of a youth 
gang us, mi 

tiny gangster noun rng m mber of a youth gang us. m9 

tiny mind noun ► out of your tiny mind; out of your tiny you 

are Crazy, footed, rnad uk raze 

TinyTimnoun i five-; rn< rote the um < e L Rhyming slang for 
flim, formed on a character in Charles Dickens' A Christmas Carol , 
1843 UK, 1992 

TioTaconoun iM rn-An i in I i ie favour with the 
dominant white culture. Literally 'Uncle Taco', referring to a 
Mexican dish trade with a fried corntdifiHaus a» 
tip noun i a point >f vie n aspect or perspective a concentration 
upon an aspect uk 1994. 2 special information conveyed by an 
expert or insider; a piece of professional'advice; private knowledge, 
especially in connection with investment or gamblingu/t, 1 m. 

3 that which is 'tipped 1 to win; the probable winner in a tacewc 

1873 . 4 a dirty or chaotically untidy place Especially applied, 
apparently, to teenagers' bedrooms; from a community site^hem- 
rubbish is tipped uk 1983 . 5 a sum I group with specific economic 
functions, such as a drug-selling enterprise us, 1995. 6 a gang us, 1990. 
7 a rubber thon 1 la 8 a crowd gathered in 

front of a carnival game or show1 is, 1 - s. 9 a steady, repeating 
player iteicamival midway game us rags 

tip vert 1 to convey expert, inside or specialist information, especially 
about a profitable investment or a probable winner us, 1 883. 2 to 
give a gratuity us i/o>. 3 to behave foo ishly Gulf war usage us 1991. 

4 to reckon that something wil occur Australia, rut. sto perform 

oral sex. A shortening of tip the velvet (to kiss with the tongue) UK. 
2002. 6 to become 1 11 I ► tip it in trucking, 

drive last us ram. ►tip someone the wink to warn jSjrfieone; 
to privately signal to someone ijk raw. ► tip the brandy to lick, 
suck and tongue another's anus A combination of tip (to perform 
oral sex) and brandy and rum ► tip the 

bucket on someone 1 Iw _ im -i mil .- meone Australia, 
i 98 h. ► tip the gas in drag racing, to fill the petrol tank us, race 

► tip the ivy 1 

► tip the load ► tip the 

velvet 1 toll ith the tongu | lly 1 1 1 igue a woman'. 

Based on obsolete 'velvet' (the tongue) us is99. 2 to perform oral 
sex uk loos. 3 in homosexual sex, to lick, suck and tongue 
anofhahs^nus uk 1997 

tip-fiddle noun r mil i ieploym i ist. Bad formation from 
TPPDL (time-phased forces deployment Hist)as 2003 
tip-off noun a warning; an Item of private information. A variation 

tip off vert 1 icially about an 

impending $siM?us mi 
tipper noun a dump trudkus.gs# * 

tippety-run noun a form of i I playe hildren in which the 
person batting has to run every time the ball is hit. Also with great 
variation as 'tip-and-go', 'tip-and-fun', 'tippety', 'tippety-cricket', 
'tippety-runs', 'tippy-cricket', 'tippy-go', 'tippy-go-run', 'tippy-runs', 
'tipsy and tipsy-runs' - and that's ignoring vast spelling variation 

AUSTRALIA, 1983 

tipple noun i alcoh I especia i irini of tegular choice. From the 
conventional verb uk issi. 2 by extension, a recreational drug of 

tippy-toe vert l conventional 

'tiptoe' uk i 90 i 

tips noun in betting, odds of 11 -10 us, 1991 
tip-slinger noun pe 1 I 1 1 1 urse tips Australia, 1915 

tipster noun opinions on 

vaflxS horses and "their chances in a race us, 1951 
tip-toe vert in mi 1 1 in 1 1 mi -iim refully through or past 

am (feffttctibfl <y dangerous condition us 19m 
tip-top adjective excellent UK lass 


tip up verb to join a gang, especially a prison gang us 2000 
tip-up town noun 1 le ti 1 1 1-11 I in hanties on a lake's 
frozen surface. The 'tip-up' is the smalf fishing pdte used for ie^- 
wfwsfe Michigan Upper Pen&nula.usage us, 2003 
tire noun an apron worn by a young girl to keep her dress clean. This 
very old word - Shakespeare often used it - isgppHp use in Nova 
Scotia CANADA, 1988 

tire billy noun I by truck 

drivers to test the air pressure of their tyres us 1971 

tired adjective boring uk 1987 

tired and emotional adjective drunk A bathed journalistic 
euphdfnism thought to have been coined, or noted in politic# 
uSe and gleefully adopted, by satirical magazine Private EyeuK mi 
tire-kicker; tyre-kicker noun in 1.he used car business, a customer 
who studiously inspects the cars for sale, seemingly at the expense 
of ever getting around to buying a car. Reported by sales assistants 
in.-ar.yK electrical goods retail Chain in August 2002a§'iiieamng *a 
customer who spends-along time looking andr^pjto make a 
purchase' us. 1997 

tish note noun feit money, 

especially when used-to pay a prostitute US, 101 
tissue noun i crack cocaine. I he variant 'usher' is also used uk rass. 

2 (especially in Fasmania) a cigarette paper Australia, 19as 
tissue odds; tissue noun 1 I 1 in 1 1 1 I by bookmakers. 

From the flimsy paper originally used for this purpose uk m2 
tiswas; ti2was; tizz-wozz noun 1 fa 1 - ment or confusion. 

Originally Royal Air - orce use; possibly a b end of 'it is/it was' as a 
variation of 'not know if you are coming or going’ or a variation of 
tizz (areegnbtibnal state). From 1974-.82 Tiswas was a popular 
Saturday morning television programme that demonstrated the 
qualities of excitement and confusion ’taw 
tit noun 1 the female breast, us, 1928. 2 any finger-touch button such 
as on an electric bell; thus airybutton-like or knobby 
prottuberance that vaguely resembles a nipple. Originally military 
uk 1943. 3 a police officer's helmet I rom the shape uk 21112. 4 a 
fool. Often as 'look a right tit' or 'an absolute tit’, and the 
amusing popular favourite 'feel a right tit' uk 1947. 5 a small raised 
bump on a computei keyboard key, most commonly the f and j 
keys, to provide rientatior for he user inger is, mi ► a tit 
full of Wild Turkey 11 1 I nbir n al holic's fondest 

sexual fantasy us, 1994. ► get tit 1 — I 111 1 he goal of 
touching or fondlin 1 1 breast ► on the tit enjoying 

charity, or quasi-charity, in the form of undemanding, work us, 1957 
tit adjective undemanding, easy us, 1990 

tit about vert 111 1 1- me < 'I i I ni t< - -i igaged in trivial 

activity uk 1999 

tit and clit chain noun a decorative chain that connects a woman's 
pierced nipples and clitoris us 19% 
titanic noun some 1 10 perfom raise n first acquaintance. 

A jokey reference to 'going down' (performing oral sex) first time 
out; the RMS titanic famously sap.fi,gtw he maiden voyage uk axe 
titbag noun 1 a brassiere us 1994. 2 a fool. An elaboration of tit (a 
fool) UK 2001 

titch nickname applied t pe i l mall stature or a little child. 
Derives, via the earlier spelling, ftich', from music hall entertainer 
Little Tich (diminutive comedian Harry Retph, 1868-1928), who 
toqtaffe his stage name the nickname he was given as a child fromf 
ffs resemblance to Arthur Orton, the man who claimed to be the 
(pissi ng heir to an Biglish baronetcy, Richard Tichbome uk 1934 
titchy adjective small, of small stature, insignificant. From titch uk 

tit-clamp noun t or pain for 

sexual stimulation, that is attached 10 a breast or nipple uk tut, 
tit-for-tat noun 1 rction UK 1556. 

2 a hat. Rhyming slang. Can be shortend to infer', 'titfa' or 'tit-for' 
uk 1930. 3 a trade union traitor Rhyming slarig for rat Australia. 2002 
tit-fuck noun an act of rubbing (he penis in (he compressed 
cleavage between a woman's breasts (ig:fs& 
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tit-fuck verb to rub the penis in the compressed cleavage between a 
woman's breasts us, im 
tit-hammock noun a brassiere wcttssr 

tithead noun an idiot Elaboration of tit (an idiot) on the pattern of 
dickhead (an idiot) f58 im 
titi noun the female breast trinidad and tobago, 200s 
tit joint noun a bar or club featuring bare-breasted women servers 

:US, 1984 

tit-kisser noun I with women us 1977 

tit lift noun a procedure in cosmetic surgery lo enhance the female 
breast uk 1992 

tit mag noun half-naked or 

naked women in erotic poses uk, 1976 
tit magazine noun a magazine featuring photographs of naked 
women usuma 

tit-man; tits-man noun a mail ith 1 (declared) primary interest in 
a woman's breasts as a point of attraction us 1974 
tito noun a rani South African 

Reserve Bank Gb’vtttTQr Tito Mboweni south africa.:$ m 
tit off verb to annoy or to aggravate someone uk, 1997 
titringnoim 1 rin hat pa 1 1 igh a 1 1 “1 nipple us 1984 
tit run noun a walk through a crowd in search of attractive female 
breasts us, 199s 

tits noun 1 when preceded by a characteristic 01 adjective, a person 
jjof either gender) of the type defined by that characteristic or 
adjective uk 1997. 2 heroin. Probably from tits (exceptionally good) 
uk 2002. ► get on someone's tits to annoy or irritate someone. 
Used by eithe ► off your tits drunk or drug- 

intoxicated uk 2000. ► the tits the best; absolute perfection, mud-c.20 
tits adjective exceptionally good us, 1966 
tits! used for expre Inge ite nentus, 1992 
tits and ass; tits and arse adjective said of a film, television 
programme, or magazine featuring; nudity IS. ms 
tits out advert in in 111 m[ uni hi eterminedly. Office 
jargon with a non-gender specific application m. a®,:'* 
tits up adjective dead; out of operation. A coarser belly-up, of military 
(possibly Royal Aii I orce) origin uk, mi 
tittie twister noun pm h nd 1 1st of the breast, especially the 
nipple as w 

tit tip noun a female nipple us. m2 

tittle-tattle verb inform 1 meone. A luance of the conven- 
'tsOfiaf sense (to chat, to gossip), perhaps influenced by 't8Mafe f UK; 

titty; tittie noun 

titty bar; tittie bar noun a bar featuring bare-breasted female 
servers and/or dancers. PS mi 
titty-deep adjective used of a fox hole shallow us. 1990 
titty-fuck noun an act of rubbing hie penis in the compressed 
cleavage between a woman's breasts Elaboration of tit-fuck us, ms 
titty-fuck vert rub the per in the m; I 1 i e between 
a woman's breasts us, ms 
titty hard-ons noun erect nipples Australia. 1996 
titty pink adjective a bright pink Shade of lipstick..Thijdgjr|st@: 

resemble the colour of a nipple us, m2 
tittytainment noun television programming that exploits sex. Used 
in thff&tmah media as, ms 

tit-wank noun hich the penis is 

rubbed between a female partner's breasts uk 2002 
tit willow noun i f il Lb i no rng; [ 1 iiu mi the pillowing 
effect of a fiT||he female breast) uk 1932 
tizz vert to frizz something up Australia, m7 
tizz; tiz; tizzy noun a state of panic or confused excitement us 193s 
tizzic noun a lingering, throaty cough Barbados, im 


tizz up verb to dress up Australia, is# 
tizzy adjective 0 tent I I il I I I I ’ STRALIA 1933 
tizzy up vert to smarten or spruce something up Australia, i 960 
TJ nickname Tijuana, Baja Ca iforni;, Mexico On the California-Mexico 
border, just south of San Diego, California us. mi 
T-Jones noun a mother os, im 
tjorrie noun >see: CHORRlE 

TL noun a sycophant. From the Yiddish tuchus leker (ass licker) us, 197.2 
TLC noun tender, ilovingcarei^'la/g - 

TM noun 1 r u 11 1 ical rll I igarette. A hortened form of 

TAILOR-MADE '( 2 11 I er -Il III- 111 in US, 1979 

TMB doctors' shorthand applied to an elderly patient. An initialism 
. iSf fai ) marly fefrthdays' uk 2002 

TMI used for expre 11 he ntimentthat tnversation has 
become too personal, thafttif speaker is imparting too mctcfi; 
/ofermattan us, 1997 

TMT used to designate Hie person who will feature in your immedi¬ 
ate masturbatory fantasies uk 2002 
TNT noun 1 heroin. A play on dynamite (a powerful drug) UK 1977. 

2 amyl or butyl nitrite uk. 199s. 3 a variety of MDMA, the rec- 
fleational drug best known as ecstasy. A punoriliPiT (the explosive 
ifmjtrotulerie); suggesting that the ecstasy experience is explosive 
uk 1399. 4 fentanyl, a synthetic narcotic analgesic that is used as a 
recreational drug 2004 

TNX used as Internet discussion group shorthand lo mean 'thanks' 

'm f mr 


toad noun 1 an unattracti Mini I .tal us, ms. 2 a very 

-Sick, derelict hospital patient. An initial isma 'trashy old 
o/coholic derelict' us u .3 ,1 black prisoner us, tire. 4 a used car 
that is in very poof condttiOBMS i» 

TOAD ng what happens when a surfer catches a big 

wave and almost immediately fells fr^fe his board An abbreviation 
of 'take off and die’ us. isss 
toadie noun the vagina us, ms 
toadskins noun in ley. A play or frogskin Canada, 1912 
toad-stabber; toad-sticker noun a knife c® fee 
to and fro noun snow. Rhyming slang uk m 2 
to-and-fro'ing; to'ing-and-fro'ingnoun a constantsrftbytng.dbout 

to and from noun an English person. Rhyming slang for pom 

AUSTRALIA, 1946 

toast noun i somet ring that.. II I nor inoperable os, 

mi. 2 a forest, that has been burnt by a forest fire us. mi. 3 a 
narrative poem us n/t, 4 an amusing story told as part of a rap 
performance. Adopted'fretmtirWest Indian DJ‘i ; .'®aSt' [to perform 
a lyric) us 2000 

toast vert to heat a powdered drug such as heroin tor injection 
CANADA. 1966 

toast adjective dead US. ms 

toasted adjective i drunk us m. 2 emotionally unstable Antarctica, 

toasted bread adjective dead. A variation of the familiar rhyming 
stegobrown bread'; UK ms 
toast rack noun a very thin cow new Zealand, 2002 
tobacco juice; tobacco stain noun faecal stains in the underwear 
or on a toilet boysffiK, it* 
tobaccy noun tobaefisste fejfe 

Tobago love noun a relationship in which there is little or no display 
of affection trinidad ass tobago. m% t' 

Tobago sugar noun wood waste eft by termites trinidad and tobago. 
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tober noun a 1 I as the temporary home 

and respoiTslbtlftyt&f: a circus, fair or market; Shetta uk is9o 
Tobermory noun n a the main village on 

.Jbe tele of Mull, Scotland uk 2001 

tober omeenoun a toll collector, a rent collector; a landlord uk j 934 
tober showman noun a travelling-rfiusiciaWsi OTa 

Toblerone; tobler noun 

from a branded jftioeotate confection. Often as 'on my tobler*' 
$$tjma, 2003 

to buggery adverb ed t inter 1 u Ijective In phrases like 
'blown to buggery' uk 2002 

toby noun the n id, the high 1 From helta r or tober uk ms 
toby jug noun the ear. Rhyming slang for, lug. (jsfi'jsgs 
tochis; tuckus; tochasnoun the buttocks. Yiddish us, 1 934 
tochis-over-teakettle adverb head-over-heels us, mi 
tockley noun the penis AusrmJK^S: 

to coin a phrase 1 nt or apology 

for an immediately preceding 01 ensuing triteness us, 195) 
toddie noun a potato uk raw 
toddle verb to. go; to leave uk im 

toddy noun an alcoho ic beverage made with the alcohol of choice, 
t fiot water and sugar uk, mi 

todge omee-palone noun the passive partner in homosexual anal 

todger noun the pen li m the >1 I il to Ige (to smash to 
a pulp), the penis seen as a smashing tool uk 2001 
todger dodger noun a lesbian Literally 'someone who avoids a 
todger' (the penis) uk , 2002 

to-do noun a social function 1 >ar Extending the more general 
sense of 'to-do' (a fuss) creates thisiSfgbtly critical -variation of do 
( aparty )uk 2001 

Tod Sloan; tod noun aloi re' although 

usage suggests a rhyme on 'own': 'on your tod' (on your own). 

Tod Sloan (1874-1933) was a US jockey who raced in the UK, 
under royal colours, from 1896. In 1901 he was banned by the 
English Jockey Club; by 1906 ‘be was ruled off the turf everywhere. 
■Coined originally for his fame, continued ironically with his Ihfsirfly 
when he was truly 'off Ms tod'. Still used though man is 
forgotten uk 1934 

to enoun ► on the toe nervous, anxious Australia, i9ss 
toe-ender noun a kick«sfig?@WD, ms 

toefoot noun a numbing < thefeetin II iter, creating the sen- 
•sation. of having no toes, only a foot Surfing usage is, 2004 
toe-jam noun the amalgam of dirt and sweat that gathers between 
the toes of unwashed feet us 1999 

toe nails in the radiator; toes on the radiator; toe nails on 
the front bumper; toes on the bumper adjective describing a 
vehicle being driven at top speed, or the driver of that vehicle, 
ptfeens band radio slang; the image of a driver's foot pressing the 
accelerafor pedal through the floor us wfs 
toe-popper noun a small antipersonnel mine powerful enough to 
blow off a hand or foot us 1990 

toe-rag nouni good reason. 

Ultimately from the rags worn on a tramp's (eel, hence a beggar, 
and hence this i^fsS of contempt which is the anf§fj®»e that 
survives uk is75 . 2 a slut Rhyming slang foi slag uk 1992 

toes over adjective nd hen 1 urfer ha in number of toes 
extended over the franf end af the surfboard-tig tm 

toes-up adjective I- | I I him >EW ZEALAND, 1997 
toe ticket noun the name tag affixed to the toe of a corpse in a 
morgufi OS, i%2 


toe toucher noun a male homosexual, especially the passive partner 

toe up adjective drunk. A corruption of 'torn up' us, 2001 
toey adjective 1 2 1 uneasy. 

From an earlier sense of 'a racehorse keen to run’ (1930) Australia, 
1959. 3 anxious for sex new Zealand, ms 
toff noun 1 a pm 1 I 1 ippear to be, of a superior social 
status or well-to-do. From 'tuft' which, in 1670, was a gold tassel 
worn- by titled undergraduates at Oxford and Cambridge, and, by 
1755, was university slang for a person of rank and title and hence 
down the social scale to 'swell 1 and 'nob'. In 1865 there was a 
musiehtall song entitled The Shoreditch Toff by Arthur iloyd uk 
Iasi. 2 a completely reliable and dependable person Australia, ras9 
toffee noun li 2 1 gelignite. 

From 'is appearance uk am. ► not for toffee of a person's 
’(ability to do something; not at all, by no-meapffetot in any' 

%ircu instances uk ism 

toffee-nose noun toff (a 

well-to-do person) as the sort of person who would look down 
their nose at a lesser individual uk i9« 
toffee-nosed adjective supercilious, -snobbish uk, ms 
toffee wrapper; toffee noun the head. Rhymingffangfor napper 

toff omee noun i nal lomosexual love r homosex¬ 

ual sugar daddy. After the obsolete sense as 'a very well-to-do 
-gehtfeman' uk 2002 
tog noun a men's 'pit.OWADA, 1965 

tog verb to dress Conventional English reincarnated ,15 slang in black 
vernacular os me 

together adjective bi 11 u II ireer r en tions under control; 
self-assured us nw. ► get it together to take control of your per¬ 
sonal condition, to- go: your mind nuc emoforr unde- coruo; 1.0 
become organised us, 1975; 

togged out adjective dressed uk 1793 

togged up adjective i 1 up, usuall i ill x canon. From 
TOGS (clothes) UK 1793 

toggle jockey noun in the US Air Force, aco-ptlotce, W6 

togs noun i clothing ( i .I Engl i i ill no iii the late C 18 , 

resurrected as slang in die C20 uk i; >. 2 especially on the eastern 
.'mainland; a swimming costume Australia mis 
toilet noun i an inferior venue uk sue. 2 in the used car business, a 
used car with serious hygiene issues us, rue. 3 a person as a sex 
object us. 1980. 4 fat buttocks Bahamas, mu s a casino. An insider 
term us raso. ► in the toilet i I 2 in serious 

itOtfote«S,2an 

toilet-bowl adjective having an inferior location or very low status us. 


toilet queen noun thorn ual m hi iter tiound public 
toilets In search of sex-partners us m7 
toilet roll; toilet noun unemp lymer I lefi Rhyming slang for 

toilet seat noun in electric line work, an insulator retainer us, nso 
toilet-seat flying noun short run commercial flying, with lots of 
■Stop: Canada, 1996 

toilet services noun n a j flute 1 ertisir the act of 
urination, or defecation, b^-oft.@:p@san on another ftt fetishistic 
gratification uk 2003 

toilet snipe noun thie h rot h n u I it public toilets, 
often after posing as a homosexual himself uk m3 
toilet talk noun speech that is considered obscenely offensive us. mi 
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Toiling Tillie | tom tits; toms 


Toiling Tillie noun used as a personification of the stereotypical 
female office worker us, nss 
to'ing-and-fro'ing noun >see: TO-and-frO'ing 

toke noun i an inhalati i f marijuana moke 62. 2 marijuana 
uk, 2001. 3 a 6c 1 4 5 O' iiiii 

gambling, a gratuity either in the form of betting chips or in the 
form of a bet made in the, name oftbedeateif An abbreviation: of 
of gratitude' us, tssi 

toke verb i to inhale smoke from a lobacco cigarette, a marijuana 
cigarette, a crack cocaine pipe or other drug us, 1952. 2 to sniff up 
and inhale cocaine uk 2001. 3 to tip someone. Almost exclusively 
casino usage us, rasa 

toke pipe noun a short-stemmed pipe used for smoking marijuana 

toker nouni 1 2 asino, a tipper. 

Because tips in casinos are most OfteruMthe form of gambling 
fafbrdor 'tokes' us; 1974 
toke up verb to smoke imarijpp|-£fc®E> 
to kill for adjective extremely desirable 
Tokyo toughies noun inexpensive tennis shoes US, 1991 
tol'able used as a response to the query of how you are. A youth- 
shifrfid tolerable' us, mi 

toley; toly noun “ ment especia 1 turd From Scottish dialect 
toalie or tolie (a small cake) uk Scotland, m7 
toller noun a c ,nada, K 46 

tolley noun toluene i[ lint I nt inh I II he truly desperate 
abuser us, 1 m 

tolly mug noun a tooth mug ex glass uk, 794A 
tom nouni a prostitute Thus a police unit that targets prostitution 
may be dubbed 'tom squad' or tom patrol' uk, 194s. 2 a resident of 
Toronto, Ottawa, and Montreal, the .power elite of Canada Canada, 
1979. 3 in a casino, a poor tipper us. 1 m. 4 money south Africa, 1975. 
5 a British ng of tommy uk 1995 

Tom noun 1 I | ■'! | 1 1 1 | 11 1 | n | I 

obsequious and servile behaviour. A shortened form of uncle tom 

m»s9- 

tom verb to work as a prostitute. I run tom (a prostitute) uk raw 

>see: TOMORROW 

Tom verb to curry favour by acting obsequiously and in a servile 
manner us, 1x7 

Tom adjective shoddy, inferior us, m 

Tom and Dick; Tom, Harry and Dick; Harry, Tom and Dick; 

Tom Harry adjective sick. Rhymini|sjang uk 1954 
tomatonounan ittr tive man.es; iall ung one us. 1929 
tomato can noun a mediocre boxer us. ms 


tomato puree; tomato noun 1 11 Rliymn Ian 
tomato sauce noun a racehorse. Rhyming slang uk 1992 
tombowler; tombola noun a large marble; a highly prized marble 
MJSttiAUA, 1977. 

Tombs nickname 

Named when built in the .mid-CJS- because it was modelled®#? 
fgyptian-style mausoleum. The present facility bears no 
resemblance to the original structure But still carries the sobriquet 

tombstone disposition noun 11 1 1 Mules character us, 

tom cat nouni a sewing machine needle converted 10 use for 
injecting drugs us. m9. 2 a mat. Rhyming slang uk mi 
tom-cat; tomcat verb to pursue women for the purpose of fleeting 
sexual encounters us 1927 

Tom Cruise noun rl I .. lang for booze, formed on the 

namefof the US filfe.actor (b. 19 S 2 )uK 199s 
Tom, Dick and Harrilal noun used as 1 he Ir'nriadian version of the 
common man Tam, Dick and Harry trInidadand tobago, 1990 


Tom, Dick and Harry noun any man - by random example. From 
Cl 6 , obsolete variations abound, not the east of which is 
Shakespeare's 'Tom, DiSkand ftancis'; 'Tofft Dick and Harry' is not 
recorded until 1865 uk ms 

Tom Dooleys noun . Rhymir 1 1 1 Mi goolies (the 

testicles), formed from a folk song character who, fittingly, was 

Tom Finney adjective skinny Rf ning rng ormed from the name 
of Preston and England footballer, Tom Finney (b.1922)uK 199s 

tomfoolery; tom noun 1 e eller Rhymin I 11 The abbreviated 
form Is first recorded In 1955 uk, 1931 

tomming noun prostitution m. 2007, 

Tom Mix; tom noun an injection of a drug, Rhynhing slang for fix, 
formed on the name of US film actor Form Mix, 1880-1940 uk. 


tommy noun the penis Bahamas, im 

Tommy noun i Tommy Atkins was 

used as a specimen signature on official forms uk 1 m 
Tommy Dodd noun 1 God. Rhyming slang uk. mo . 2 a gun. Rhyming 
slang for rod c/s, 1944 

Tommy Dodd adjective odd. Rhyming slang; (MOW? 

Tommy Dodds noun lieu ing x Hi 1 lin in e>tended from 
TOMMY DODD (i 19 in relation to coin 

tejfng uk 1960 

Tommy Farr noun i i li i ) u Rl n g rng formed on the 
name of the Welsh champion boxer, 19 4- 86 uk 1992 

Tommy Guns noui n it runs uk 19.9s 

Tommy Rollocks; rollocks; rollicks noun the tesEtelss, nonsense, 
especially as an exclamation Rhyming slang for bollocks uk mi 
tommyrot noun nonsense uk r m 
tommy squeaker noun a fart uk 2 003 

Tommy Trinder noun 1 ml - 1 ruing slang, formed from the 
name of the popular Cockney comedian, 909 - 89 uk cm 
Tommy Tripe; tommy verb to look at Sbffiphi QT soWthfBg; 
Rhyming slang for pipe uk #sss 

Tommy Trotter noun a li ing 

slang for snotter uk Scotland, rass 
Tommy Tucker nouni the per > leciall ten erect Possibly 
rhyming slang for 'fucker' uk 19a 2 a spirited person. Rhyming 
slang for fucker, formed' from a nursery rhyme character. 

Normally said without malice uk 199 s 3 a gullible individual 
/Rhyming sl»|»r sucker uk me 
tomo noun a subterranean stream. From the Maori term for 'cave' 
newzwiaNd, 19&. 

tomorrow noun ► like there was no tomorrow; as if there 
was no tomorrow 1 

tomorrow; tom verb K 1992 

tomorrow next day noun ii 1 'in I i Scotiar f German descent, 
the indefinite future Canada 1999 
toms noun a (if ;if annoyance Short for tom tits Australia, i960 

Tom Sawyer noun 

Twain's eponymous hero uk l9gl 

Tom Tank noun in 1 fmal masturbatio Rhyming slang for 
wank (an act of masturbation) uk 2003 
Tom Terrific nickname Tom Seaver (b.1944), a pitcher who almost 
single-handedly carried the New York Mets from last place in 1967 
tothe.World Series champions in 1969. From a television, cartoon 
■Show popular in ®K|ifite 1950s and early 60s us t%9 
Tom Thumb™™ slang austiWMu^I'. 

tom tit; tom noun -pr shit uk 


tom tits; toms noun 1 diarrho/ Rhyming rng for the shits 
Australia, 1943. 2 a (if of annoyance. Rhyming slang for shits 

AUSTRALIA, 1944 



Tom Tug | too much perspective; too much fucking perspective 
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Tom Tug noun a bug. Rhyming slang UK ms 
ton nouni a large amount Often in the plural uk mo. 2 in any 
miscellaneous context, one hundred uk m2. 3 one hundred miles 
per hour uk, 1954. 4 one hundred pounds net inguK 1946. 5 one 
hurtlresi im 

ton verb ► ton it 1 irlve a 10 mile per hour uk, 2000 
tone noun rude r disparagir ill idad and tobago, 1957 
tone on tone noun iterior and exterior 

US, 1997 

toney adjective >see: TONY 

tongs noun heroin I il in referer el the I tine,e'tongs' 
(criminal organisations) responsible in part for the import and dis- 
tripalgn of the drug uk, 2002 

tongue noun 1 2 -n attorney us, 

i9(,2. ► get tongue 1 ft 1 1 tion 1 exual activity by 

teenage boys, to kiss with tongue contact us, 19m 
tongue job noun oral sex on a woman uk. 1 984 
tongue-pash verb h 1 1 pen n uth tralia 2000 

tongue-trooper noun 1 1 ' 1 x insf.f igns, commissioned to 

enforce Bill 101, the language aw making I rench primary in the 
province, Mordecai Richler is widely credited with having invented 
this popular nickname for the language police' in his controyteial 
New Yorker essay 'Oh Canada! Oh Quebec!' (1992) Canada, 200a 
tongue wash noun oral sex, especially #^womar> US mf 
tonguey; tonguie noun a tongue-kiss Australia, 1995 
tonk noun 1 a homosexual male. I rom ‘tonka bean', rhyming slang 

lor QUEEN M W ZEALAND, 1941 . 2 the penis AUSTRALIA, 1972 

tonk verb i to have sex Eupllemistic for fuck uk 1974. 2 in sport, to 
defeat someorfe resoundingly. Noted as 'imitative of a powerful 
bl0W : teving ieaehedrtts target' by Sum O^ The Language 
Report, 2003 m, 1997 

tonking noun a tonk uk 1999 

tonking adjective used! as an ftjj^t^ifitr uk 1974 
tonky noun 1 982 

tonky adjective fa li 111 ft “| ible blend 1 I rench ton (style) and 
SWANKY (showy) NEW ZEALAND, 1998 
Tonky; tonkie noun a 11011 im 1 | t 1 tribe; an 

unsophisticated person or thing; someone who has 'gone native'. 
Derogatory Zimbabwe, 2090 
tonsil hockey noun passionate kissing: us, im 
tonsil juice noun saliva us, mo 
tonsil paint noun whisky us, im 
tonsil test noun a film or theatre audition uk 1952 
tonsil-tickling noun who don't let 

it get too serious m. mis 

tonto adjective ' i c i 1 l i I mid Ti mi Spanish tonto 
(stupid) US. 1973 

ton-up noun a speed of 100 miles per hour, especially with reference 
0 motijt£|§les uk mi 

ton-up boy noun 1 1 1 1 in li I 'hi li en at 100 miles per 
hour; generically, a member of a motorcycle gang. From ton ( 100 ) 

iM 1983 

tony; toney adjective u; n 1 - histicate 1 li h snobbish, 
swanky. Convention; II;, meaning 'style Also used in Australia and 
New Zealand Since 1900 us, 2001 

Tony Benn noun te 1. I 1 1 ned fr m the name of 

popular socialist politician fony Benn (b 925 ) uk ms 
Tony Benner noun i; und ning slang for tenner, extended 
on the name of Tony Benn (b 1925), a populai socialist politician 

W. 1998 

Tony Blair; tony noun h ti Rhymin in ised on prime 
minister Tony Blair (b.1953), probably inspired by the new hairstyle 
adopted (with, widespread media attention) in 1996 uk 1998 

Tony Blairs noun 'flares' uk ms 


Tony Hatch noun i mat h Eh 1 lin Ian 1 1 ned from the name 
of the British tunesmith (b 1939 ) uk ms 
tony’s noun dice that have beer marked to have two identical faces 

US. 1950 

toodlembuck; toodle-em-buck; doodle-em-buck noun any of 

various gambling games played by children utifepg a spinning 
device with the names of horses in a race written on it Pratt a 
'toodle/doodle' frequentative formation expressive of spinning, 

'em' (them) and 'buck' (a gambling marker) Australia. 1924 
toodle-oo goodbye. Cute. In the US, quite affected in a British sort 

toodle-pip; tootle-pip porary usage is 

generally ironic, denoting a certain type of foolish upper-class 
speaker uk 1907 

toodles goodbye -if ed in Amerii in a ruption of toodle-oo, 
perceived in the US as quaintly and quintessentiallyr&fiSsh.-A 
signature line of the Francine 'Gidget' Lawrence character played 
by Sally Eiatds on Gidget (ABC, 1965-66). Repeated %ri§y referential 
humoUft4.'i9« 

toody-hoo used as a greeting ts.' m3 
too fool adjective I nmoil sense WDS IMS 

tooie; tuie; tooey; toolie; toole noun a capsule of amobarbital 
sodium and secobarbital sodium (trade name fuinal™), a combi¬ 
nation of central njervous system depressants us. mt 
tool noun 1 the pen! nvent na nglish at first - found in 
Shakespeare's Henry VIII - and then rediscovered irr'^-C 20 as 
handy slang uk. isos. 2 an objectiorruble idiot, ,1 fool uk 2001. 3 a 
diligent student us. ms. 4 a weapon, genera ly .1. gun or a knife ijk 
1942. 5 a skilled pickpocket us mo. 6 in pool, a player's cue stick us 
1993. 7 a surfboard us m7 

tool verb 1 to drive, to go, to travel, usually in a carefree manner. 
■Originally of horse-drawn tianspeffiSiapplied: in the C2Q to mdfgsi' 
vehicles, boats and aircraft us ms. 2 to wander aimlessly; to do 
nothing in particular. The variant 'tootarBund’sk.also usedus 1932. 
3 to have sex us, 1993. 4 to slash a person with a razor uk 1959. sto 
wortcterdUSw 

toolbox noun i the male genitals us ntu. 2 the vagina us, 1957 
tool check noun in Inspect nt 1 milita lor or medic of 
male recruits for signs of sexually transmitted disease us, m> 
tooled up adjective 1 ip ession ol 1 weapon. From tool (a gun 
or knife); popularised in such 970s television crime dramas as 
The Sweeney uk. run. 2 carrying cocaine A self-important adoption 
of an earlier gangster cliche uk 2001. 3 in possession of house- 
breaking implements UK tm? 
tooler noun a show-off us, -mi: 

tooley bird noun in oil drilling, ,1 loud squeak caused by poorly 
lubricated equipmentVs’S^ 

toolie nouni in oil drilling, a driller's helper us, 1954. 2a man who, in 
a quest for sex, joins a group ofjfejffig people dufing-the 
tcbopfies Week hipyiy Australia 2003 
toolies noun a pair oi men's close-fitting and revealing nylon 
swimming trunks From tool tfiNtp&vs) Australia 2003 >see: 

toolio noun a sogiSi otiitast 

tools noun 1 the ringe and ther equipment ised to prepare and 
inject drugs us, me 2 the jewellery, cars, (lothing and material 
flourishes that support a pimp's image us, 1972. 3a racecourse 
bookmaker’s equipment uk. 2001 

tools of the trade noun 1 li 11 In ido masochistic 
activities,, especially when advertised by a prostitute uk 2003 
tool up verb (of a man) lo ready yourself for sexual intercourse, by 
erecting the penis uk 19S4 

too much adjective great, wonderful, excellent US, im 

too much! gesting that 

'■someone has gorje toofer-us im 

too much perspective; too much fucking perspective used for 
expressing the sentiment that too much information is being shared. 
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toonie | top of the shop 


A catch phrase from Spinal Tap, used with hurnpur aBd'/eferentiafy us 


toonie noun a i I II i 111 - i ilternati et foubloonie', both 
nicknames derived from tfie loony Canada, 1987 
toonkins noun used as an endearing term of address to a child 
BARBADOS, 19® 

too right yes indeed!, absolutely!4iS?M& 1919 
tooroo goodbye. Variant of 'too-ra-loo' Australia, 1927 
too serious adjective very god^iS; raso • 

toot noun i ) be snorted us, 

1971. 2 an inhalation ol marijuana smoke ui m. s cocaine; heroin 
4 s 6 the 

toilet Rhymes with 'foot'. Perhaps a euphemistic alteration of 
'toilet'. The suggestion in the Australian National Dictionary that it 
derives from British dialect tut (a small seat oi hassock), recorded 
in Cl9, fails to impress as it doesn't take into account the fact that 
’rffiie dialect word was pronounced to rhyme with 'putt' Australia. 
J965. 7 a prostitute US, mi >see: whistle and toot 
toot verb 1 to inhale a powdered drug, such as cocaine US, 1975. 2 to 
inhale crack cocaine vapours uk i m. 3 lo fart us, 197s 
toot; tute nickname in i u idian nli » iati 11 the Tutor one- 
engine jet ttai.hgre4^ 1995 

tooter noun I 11 I ' Mil 1 ml I I IW I il Hr I 

toothbrush day noun I er 11 erdict, the day when sentencing 
is announced us, ms 

toothingnoun .. isual lal activit vith any partner 

arranged over Bluetooth™ radio technology enabled mobile 
phones uk, 2m 

toothless gibbon noun ~ ve of if not 

inspired by. I he Goodies 'Funky Gibbon’, 1970 ijk, 1999 
toothpick noun i i thii i led n irijuan igarette Collected 
during an extensive survey of New Zealand prison slang, 

1996-2000 newzealand, 2oa . 2a long, thin, old-fashioned 
surfboard Australia . ms. 3 a railway lie us. 1977. 4 a pool cue stick 
that is lighter than average us, 1990. s a sharp knife us ms 
tooth-to-tail ratio noun the ratio of combat troops (tooth) to rear- 
echelon support personnel Its©'us. 
tootie adjective homosexual us, ism 

tooting advert completely, absolutely. Usually further Intensified with 
a preceding adverb us, 1932 

Tooting Bee noun 1 , slang for peck 

formed from an area ol south London uk 1937. 2 a kiss. Rhyming 
slang for 'peck' uk, 1992 

tootle; tootle around; tootle along; tootle off vert to go; t® 

wander; to travel uk, 1959 
too true used 1 tre ed affirmative uk mo 


toots noun used as an affectionate term of address, usually to a girl 
or woman us, 1936 

tootsie nouni i man irlfriend ften used as a form of 
address, either humourous or affectionate us, mm. 2a child's foot; 
a woman's foot. A baby-talk coinage; playful oraffeetionate usage 
us, 1999. 3 a capsule of secobarbital sodium and amobarbltal 
sjdfum (trade name Tuinal™), a combinatjgri of-central nervous 
system depressants. Also variant 'tootie' u& is?? 
tootsie roll noun distilled and concentrated heroin us m7 
tootsie trade noun a sexual coupling of two effeminate homosexual 

toov noun cigarettes, toba 1 > Engli h gyp 1 euK2ooo 

too wet to plow adjective | n i i i I I U -1 ieriod of the 

menstrual cycle us, 1999 

top noun 1 the dominant partner In a homosexual or sado¬ 
masochistic relationship us, mi. 2 a maximum prison sentence us 
1968. 3 a first sergeant Variants include 'topper and 'tap kick'us 
mi. ► be on top nterprlse; to be 

arrested. Presumably from the exposed and conspicuous-posiBctt 


that is normally meant by 'on top' uk 1970. ► over the top said 
of a score in pinball when die score exceeds Hie capacity of the 
scoring device ► the top 1 the 

beginning of something, often in the phrase 'from the top' uk 
1975. 2 the nesfprjirii p@rts of Austral ia austwm, 1951 
top verb i to execute son leone especia y by hanging or beheading; 
hence, to kill someone uk i u 2 to take the dominant, controlling 
role in a 1 ► top from the 

bottom; top from below (of a sexual submissive in a sado¬ 
masochistic relationship), to take, or attempt to take, the domi¬ 
nant, controlling role uk. to,,. ► top the hills and pop the pills 
used as a stock description of a trucker's work us, me. ► top 

yourself 1 r r 1 ■ u r a. 1 - ■■ 1 ... - ..1 

deliberately) uk ms 
top adjective great; excellent 

top banana noun die headliner in a vaudeville show; by figurative 
extension, die leading figure in any enterprise us. 1953 
top bitch noun in 1 a. 'r i , r iiui' rking for a pimp, the 
latest addition to the group us, «67 
top bollocks; top ballocks noun the female btaptSi*; im 
top brass; brass noun high-rankin | li er Adopted from 
military usage, preceded by 'big brass' and 'high brass' uk. am 
top dog noun 1 a very important person uk 1900. 2 in poker, the 
highest pair in a hand us. 1996 
top dog adjective of a person, important uk 199s 
top dollar noun a high price or the best price; or rate of pay us. 1994 
top dollar adjective firsH&ft ppialfk'-W 2001: 
top-drawer adjective well-bred, high-class, die bestuK 1920 
top dresser drawer noun n a brakevan 

(caboose) us. 1946 

toped verb drunk From the conventional, if rarely used, verb 'tope’ 


Top End; top end noun the northern parts of the Northern Territory 

AUSTRALIA, 1933 

Top Ender noun a person from the Top End Australia, mi 

top-flight adjective first rate US, 1939 

top gun noun 1 crack cocaine US, 1994. 2 one hundred pounds. Rhy 
ming slang for ton, formed from the title of a 1986 film uk mu 
top hatnouni the igina. Rhyming slang 1 prat/ ik ms 2afool. 
Rhyming slang for prat uk 1998. 3 in the television and film 
industries a device used'tprgjjaijfeshooting very low angles uk ism 
top hats noun erect nip|g$|£& 1997 

top-hole adjective excellent. Arch and dated but still used without 

topless noun 111 

top mag noun a fast-talking criminal Possibly an elaboration on 
earlier sense of 'mag' (a chatterer) Australia, 1975 
top man noun in 1 h 11 11 I upl he partner who plays the 

active rale duffiif Sextus, mi 

top notch noun a gang membei with high stariding within the gang 
JAMAICA, 1989 

top-notch adjective of the best quality Figurative use of a 'top notch' 
representing the highest point achievable uk 19 @4 
top-notcher noun in ui li ei on Australia, 1947 
topo noun crack coca die uk 2m 
top-off noun If dice ill inn TRALIA 1940 
top-off merchant noun a po ice niomier Australia, 1944 
top of the head noun in betting, odds of 9-4. Flifef the tick-tack 
signal used by bookmakers uk 1991 
top of the pops noun i 1 | li" ming langfor cops, formed 
on the title of UK television’s longest-running popular music show 
(BBib ttleyfeten,, 1964-Z006) UK 2005 
top of the shop adjective top (excellent) 






top of the world | tot 
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top of the world noun a feeling of elation, good health or 
prosperity im>' 

top one noun the best of times vnJsp a 

topper noun i a remark or action that serves as the coup de grace of 
a conversation or series of events us, 1939. 2 a criminal who rep¬ 
resents the interests of a cheque forger ok 7956. 3 in circus and 
• usage, a featufifij act u$ 

topping adjective excSIfght?«S> 

topping shed noun in prison 1 place 1 ecution uk 1950 

tops noun dice that have been marked to have two identical faces us, 

tops adjective topmost in quality, the best its iM 
tops adverb at the most US. 1987 

tops and bottoms noun 1 in poke', a hand consisting of a pair of 
aces (the highesl card) and a pan of twos (the lowest card) us 1951. 

2 a roll of trimmed papei 'topped and 'bottomed' with a genuine 
'tjaftknolffto give the impression of a weighty roll of money uk, 

1959. 3 a combination of Faluin™, a painkiller, and the 
antihistamine hyripenzamine™, abused for narttoeftahi 
purposes us i989 

top-shelf adjective excellent or the best is, im 

top stick noun the best regular player in a pool hall us run 

topsy noun a chamber ipotatssMoos 7965 

topsy-turvy adjective i disordered, in a chaotic state, very untidy uk, 

1528. 2 upside down; in reverse’order utf (7530 
top totty noun an especially desirable 1 ual lilable manor 
women UKmt 

top 'uns noun a woman's breasts y/c 795 a 

top whack; top wack noun tl 

whack (a share of money) OK 

top willow! irovalofa 

batman's performance. A cricket bat is traditionally made of 
willow. Displayed on a placard it the England v West Indies Spit 
Test; Blgfjaston, 31ft July 2004 uk. 20m 
toque; tuque noun a knitted cap made from wool Canada. i87i 
torch noun 1 an arsomsl us run. 2 an act of arson us. mi. 3 a ciga¬ 
rette lighter os, 1972. 4 a handgun us • 5 marijuana; a marijuana 

cigarette. Acomcal shape holding fire at the flared end us 1977. 6a 
love song or ballad us, 1948 

torch verb to light a (ire, especia ly an arson fire us mi 
torched adjective drunk us 1990 

torch job noun an enema containing a heat-inducing agent such as 
Vicks Vaporub™, Ben-Gay™, Heet™, or tabasco™ sauce us m2 
torch up noun to smoke marijuana; to light up a joint us. 1955 
tore down adjective very disoriented, usually because of drug intoxi- 

toreeon noun a variety of marijuana uk, mo 

tore up adjective distressed US, 7960 

tornado bait noun a mobile home or trailer, especially in a tornado 
torn up adjective hurt; upset us, im 

Toronto the Good nickname 1- 11 il 1 ii ' 7 onsidered with 
reference to its longtime (into the 1980s) strict rectitude in law 
and ctiiSbin. Also nicknamed Hogtown, Toronto csntifltt&to carry 
both terms though money and a cosmopolitan and international 
flavour have replaced slaughterhouses and the farmer moral 

lltif^hpSS CANADA, 2001 

torpecker noun a torpedo us, ms 

torpedo noun 1 2 the penis us. 2003. 

3 a marijuana cigarette south Africa, 1945. 4 a marijuana and crack 
cocaine cigarette us, 7994. 5 in trucking, a large, bullet-shaped light 
on a cab US, mi 

torpedo juice noun any improvised liquor on board a submarine us, 


torqued adjective angered, annoyed us, 7968 
tortoise head noun thefijgit penis uk 2001 
torture chamber noun a jail r pri 1 lere i legal drugs are not 
available us m 2 

Torvill and Dean noun a I ing for queen, 

forfngd from ice-dancing champions.,inSi/Olympic gold medal 
Winners 1984, Jayne Torvill and Christopher Dean uk 2003 
Toryglental adjective 11 ne, craz Jlasgo il mingslangfor 
'mental', contrived on the Foryglen area of Glasgow uk Scotland, 

tosh noun 1 nonsense. A compound of synonyms 'bosh' and 'trash' 
UK 1892. 2 used as a form of m; la address 3 ossibly Scottish in 
origin, In 1990, car manufacturer Ibshiba created a new slogan 
Tjilo Tosh! Gotta Toshiba?’ based on the song 'Ullo John! Gotta 
New Motor?', Alexei Sayle, I Q 83 uk 1954. 3 a bath. School slang uk. 


tosheroon; tusheroon; 'roon noun in pre-decimalisation currency, 
a half-crown MM, two shillings and sixpence UK ssSs 

tOShing verb \ JK, 1998 

tosh up verb w. Car dealers' 


toss noun in 2 something 

of little or no value uk 1994. 3 an act of masturbation uk izss. 4 a 
search of a person or place us, 1973. 5 an armed robbery us. 1950. 

► not give a toss; not care a toss to not care one way or 

another; 10 reject wo suggested e tymologies prevail, either 'to 
rjSpt care enough to toss a coin' or 'to toss (masturbate) yourself; 
:Sn balance, probably 'to toss a coin' as it takes a deal less effort 
and therefore the rejelf^if is greater 
toss vert 1 (of a male) to masturbate Often used with 'off' uk 1579. 

2 to get the better of someone; to overcome someone or 
somethi ng Australia, 1949. 3 to search ,1 room, apartment, house, 
office or person without regard to the condition in which the 
premises or person are left us 1939 4 to rob .1 place us, mo. s to 
gulp a drink down, 7992. ► toss a grind to eat us, 1992. ► toss 
chow to eat q 111 I 1 I n 1 < ► toss it in stop 

doing something Australia, nor. ► toss it to someone to have 
sex with a woman us, /%.». ► toss salad to engage in oral stimu- 
ilion iii'iownr, ► toss the boards io play three card 

wfeJl^’S' street swindle in which the object'i#'® identify a given 
card among three cards that are quickly moved around us, m2. 

► toss the tiger to vomit. A visual allusion to multi-coloured 
vomit new Zealand, uta. ► toss your cookies to vomit. Children's 
vocabulary us mi. ► toss your lollies 1.0 vomit new Zealand, ms 

tossbag noun a contemptible individual u/c, 1977 
tossed salad noun 1 1 0 era ual practice involving oral-anal 
•stftftoiatf&n us, 7997 

tosser noun 1 someone who 1 nsidered rthle 01 despicable. A 
synonym of wanker ut 19 2 nothing at all; something of very 

ifttle value. From'tferoe*Surig as 'a penny' (a coin of little value) 
uk Scotland, 1988. 3 a penny. I rom the ow value coin used In 
games sfpitch-and-toss. in Northen Ireland uk 1934 

tossily adverb self-indulgently, hence pretentiously From toss (to 
masturbate) uk 2000 

tossle; tossel noun something that 

dangles) Australia. 1945 

tosspot nouns I ol i ge ier II hi etern I i i person; in 
Australia, used as an affectionate form of address Derives orig¬ 
inally (C16) ffgrgjthe conventional sense as fjrutiterd'. The more 
abusive sense combings 'fbol' and tosser, a synonym fat wanker 
(a despicable person) uk ?w 

toss-up noun i in even lance i In leper Jant on chance. 
From the tossing of a coin uk iso 9. 2 a person who will trade sex 
for crack cocaine us, 7989 . 3 a promiscuous female us, 1995 
toss-ups noun crack cocaine, rrom 'toss-up' (a person who trades sex 
(Ipr crack) uk 2003 
tossy adjective pathetic UK 2007 
tot verb tcs cstlect rubbish uk is 84 
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TOT | tough shitski 


TOT used for suggesting thal n is time to le I the complete truth. 

SrtsiiD'the Yiddish for 'buttocks on the table' us. m9 
total verb to wreel >m hing i nd re( m riginally and chiefly 
appl ied to a car us, tm* 

total adjective utter; out-and-out; complete, used as an all-purpose 
•intehsifter us. 1999 

total bang up noun T prison, a egime under which inmates are 
locked in their cells for 24 hours a day uk W6 
total blank noun in circus and carnival usage, a dull town where 
business is poor us mi 
totalled; totalled out adjective drunk us, 1966 
totally adverb compl '-i >i ( ( ini' ird English but with 

the right attitude quite slangy us, m2 
totally! used a m ithusiasti pre non of agreement (A m2 
total out adjective to an extreme; to excess. Hawaiian youth usage 

'pS 1 982 

total wreck noun a cheque. Rhyming slang Me im 
tote no™ in horse racing, a pari-mutuel betting machine. An 
abbreviation of 'total isator' Australia, isso 
tote verb to carry a pistefeS ms 

tOte! I r- I I - i- I 1 i-l I -I il i- 1 I "I TOTALLY 

to the bad of time, late uk. 2000 

to the good adverb of time, early uk 2000 

to the nth degree adjective to an extent beyond any reasonable 


to the rack! used I I players for 1 1 lismay and utter 

defeat. The player has no choice in this Situation but to return his 
CUS talfe rack us, 1993 

tothersider noun in 11 Ai tralia 1 per 1 from an eastern 
state kJstmM, tm 

toto noun the penis TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1987 
toto-ed adjective in a state of drug-induced exhilaration Inspired by 
The Wizard of Oz, 1939, in which Judy Garland (1922 — 69) as 
Dorothy, says to her dog; ®jg|, I don’t think we're in Kansas 
anymore' uk, 2001 

totonol noun juent, r ular se as a cure for a woman's ailments 
Ti0iOA0 'AlVD TOBAGO. 2003 

tottie; totty; tot noun a person who is not white, especially a 
'coloured' person; originally and particu arly, one of the Khoikhoi 
race. Derlvles from Hottentot; now considered derogatory and 
offensive south Africa, 1x12 >see: tater 
tottita noun the vagina us, ms 
tot-tots noun the female breasts Wnioadand tOBa@ 0, 1974 
totty; tottie; tott noun a sexually available or desirable young 
woman or women uk mo 
totty adjective attractive, desirable uk 2002 
tot up verb to amount to; to add up; to calculate. Ultimately from 
'total'. An older variant, 'tot together', is still familiar uk 20m 
touch noun i s especially by 

cadging or theft us, mo. 2 a satisfying result Derives from the 
'something-for-nothing' senses( ik, 000. 3 in pool, finesse us rsss. 

4 a resemblance or evocative quality When combined with a 
pluralised propernotf-rt, it is used to suggest characteristics associ? 
ated with that noun, as 'a touch of the Prince Edwards', 'a touch 
of the Bob Dylans' or 'a touch of the Hollywoods' uk, 1388. ► put 
the touch on someone to attempt to extract money from 
someone wrtb -'glib or coercive talk us. »x 

tOUCh verb 1 2 

to extortion or bribery ok 1 54 3 to finance someone uk 1999. 4 to 
have sex with someone :reu\nd. wn. ► I wouldn't touch it with 
yours used t of distaste or 

contempt for a female Here 'it' is 'a woman' and 'yours' is 'a 
penis' uk 19 84. ► not touch it with a bargepole used as g$ 


Indication of extreme distaste 01 contempt In many minor vari¬ 
ations UK 1984. ► touch home m coum rncale a feeling; to 
make sense us, mw . ► touching cloth; touching cotton having 
an urgent need to defecate uk 2002 
touch and go adjective of uncertain outcome, unsure ok 00 
touch and tap noun a cap (hat). Rhyming slarig uk 1992 
touched; touched in the head adjective mentally impaired; insane 

touched by the moon adjective (slightly) insane An elaboration tf 
touched (insane), in the fij/tTUpf rhyming slang on loon (a 
madman) uk 1992 

touche eclat verb F rench, where, if the 

construction were used, it would mean (very loosely) 'a brilliant or 
SCdafflQecl A contemporary gay usage UK 2003 
touchhead noun 1 nver 1 the nnsi I lit f the Grateful Dead 
aftgrthe 1987 release of the song 'Touch of Grey', A play on the 
cpmmon deadhead (a Grateful Dead follower) us ms 
touching adjective used of playing cards adjacent in rank us, 1996 
touch man noun 1 ruminal h 1 li in reaking into safes by 
manipuiating thitsibfnbinattons until they open tis I 9 /D 
touch off verb to light a fire, especially if arsSftjys im 
touch'ole noun a cow's anus Canada 1992 
touch-on noun an erection 

tOUChoUS adjective TOBAGO, 1956 

touch the dog’s arse noun car ihefl. Prison slang for the initialism 
TDA (taking and driving away) uk England, rm 
touch up verb i ire ind fondle meone n a sexual manner 
uk 1903. 2 to steal something us, 1997 
touchwood 1 I-1 mi 11 I 1 pre luti n igainst bad luck, 
spoken to accompany the action of touching wood (often 
humorously tapping your own wooden head); or to replace the 
need for the action; or by rote, without superstition, as a general 
way of saying 'with luck'. After a Christian belief in the benefit of 
touching the cross, hgtr# the proverbial Touch wood, it's-Sureto 

'#fbfcgOOd' UK 1908 

touchy-feely adjective overly sensitive, caring or emotional. 
Originating in psycho-therapy, now generally used dismissively to 
describe every state between tactile and leGhatoustfS, jses 
touch you! 1 miration us, 1997 

tough verb to inject 1I1 1 1 1 veil 1 the underside of the 

tongue. It is nol particu arly difficult to guess why this practice is 
so named us mi,. ► tough it out; tough lo bear hardship; to 
determined y face up in a difficulty 2000 
tough! 'hardj^|'; unfair uk 1929 
tough; tuff adject/ve good,admirable US, mr 
tough biccies! used for expre 1 i pr in ack of sympathy for 
* bad turn of events newMaeand, 1977 
tough cheeko used for expressing a lack of sympathy us m 9 
tough darts too bad us, Ms 
tougher noun in poker, an increased bet us, 1951 


toughie; toughy noun an us, 1929 

toughies noun 11 in the [ | Hi n bet et that a number 

will be rolled in a pair) us, rass 

tough love noun . mpa n and strictn I 1 it 

affect change in destructive behaviour us. mi 

tough nut; tough nut to crack; hard nut; hard nut to crack 

noun someone who is difficult to deal with, especially one with a 
tendency to ! viblliMiys; 1 m 

tough shit who cares?, so what? An unsympathetic variation of 
‘tough luck’: 'tough' (unfortunate, unpleasant) and shit (an abstract 
form) 1934 

tough shitski 11 ed i i humor 1 embellishment of tough shit, or 
too bad. A mock Slav or Russian suffix us, mi 
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tough titty; tough titties; tough tit used for conveying a lack of 
sympathy with a difficult turn of events us, mt 
toup noun a tr&jSrahairpiece 'm, 

tour ball noun in pinball, a ball that stays in play for a relatively long 
jllr1c$i,-without scoring many poins us, 1977 
tour crud noun in the lar 1 e irr undir he Grateful Dead, a 
bacterial or viral infection that Quickly spreads among those 
following the band ontpurtS tiw 
tourist nouni in ml n 11 1 specified ibje rea, a person who 
takes a temporary interest uk 2002. 2 a summer worker in 
Antarctica Antarctica, 19m 

Tourist Annie noun he st typical female 1 uri 1 in Port of Spain, 
dressed in what she perceives as traditional island' dathingTRiNiDAD 
wo-tome® 

tourist disc noun 

without pitting a target disc or discs us. m7 
tourist trap noun unreasonable 

profits from tourists US ' 

touristy adjective full of tourist iesigne I- el< ped to appeal to 
tourists; characteristic of tourists Often with derogatory 

'Cortnotationsvif iste 

tourniquet noun an engagement or wedding ring us, mi 
tour rat noun in the mu ig< urroundingth Grateful Dead, a fan 
who Mows the tenet on tour at all costs us. 1994 
tout noun 1 an inf m 1 | II ne ho works for the IRA ure 

northern Ireland. 1979. 2 in horse racing, someone who sells gener¬ 
ally worthless advice With the promise of inside information 
bound to help bettors win uk wes. 3 a horse racing enthusiast who 
closely watches workouts and is generally disliked by those on the ’> 
Inside of the sport Australia, din. 4 in a confidence swindle or sales 
TOtpfe, an agent who for a commission locates potential victims 
us, mis. 5 in a whe-whe lottery game, a person who records and 
collects bets, takes the bets to the banker and pays off winners 

TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, 1996 

tow verb ► I'll tow that one alongside for a bit before I bring 
it aboard mini u i i I mi men, used for expressing 

doubt about the truth or reliability of an idea or project Canada. 


towel noun ► chuck in the towel; throw in the towel; toss in 
the towel to admit or concede defeat I rom boxing uk 1915 
towelhead; towel-head noun an Arab; alsoaa®kfi or other turban- 
wearer An offensive or derogatory term; from the traditional 
headwear of the various races and creeds us, 10 
towel up verb to heat meone up u stralia 1919 
tower bird noun in oil drilling, a worker on a derrick us, 1954 
Tower Bridge, tower noun 1 e 1 1 Hi n in hang for 'fridge' 


Tower Hill verb a area of London 


towie noun a t^Buek:8riverviLSTJ»LM,^® . 
town noun 1 Lt i 1. Used har 1 I 11 ( ar Wilde and 
present-day commuters uk all 2 city. A coy term that harkens 
back us 1999. ► go to town to make the utmost effort; to tackle 

► go to town on to 

attack excessively either verbally or physically Ireland. 1992. ► in 
town in hor e 1 in n major n 1 | li n traci The opposite 
of the 'bushes' Australia, rasa. ► out of town in jail or prison us. 


town bike noun i; miscuou n t 1 I / has, it seems, 
'taken a ride' Australia, ms 

town clown noun 1 1 it 11 In ge ilr 1 "I e officer us, 7989 
town crier noun a liar. ShfPhihg Si^j^UK 1992 
town dollars noun y bet at a betting operation 

away from : |he track us, m 

towner noun a local resident. Circus and carnival usage us, 19so 


town hall drapes noun the foreskin of an uncircumcised penis tv/y 


townie noun 1 ) 1 isper n ntrastei ith 1 iting student or 
summer visitor (A m2. 2 any membei of a subcultural urban 
adolescent grouping that seems to be defined by a bishop dress 
and jewellery sense uk. 2m 

town punch noun woman us 797.5 

towns noun the te icle Rhymin in n n hall for ball(s); 

appears 'to .originate in Liverpool uk 2001 
towns and cities noun dm mn lie breast fit ung slang for 
tittie(s), recorded as obsolete by Julian Ftanklyn A Dictioqgm of 
Rhyming Slang, 1960, but noted as a variant of Bristol city by Ray 
ftiixley, Cockney Rabbit, 199 Zuk i960 
toxic adjective i Figurative appli¬ 
cation of the conventional sense uk . .. 2 amazing, powerful us. 


Toxic Hell noun 1 1 1 t II ' mill iM in fast-food chain 

in the Ufte '®? 

toy noun lac the can is tin, 

tinned iron or another metal; airmail amount of opium US 1934. 

2 ary object that is used foi sexual sl im, ation during 
masturbation, foreplay, sexua intercourse 01 fetish-play us, 1977. 3 a 
desk with an attached bookcase (ik 194 . 4 a computer system us, 
1991. 5 an inexperienced 01 incompt tent gr; Inn artist us, 1990. 6 in 
drag racing, a dragfter'isiSr designed specifically and exclusively 
drag racing)us, 7955 >see: taw 
toy boy noun a younger male lover te; mi 
toy dolls noun the testicles. A vaguely assonant euphemism uk.■ 
SCOTLAND. 1988 

Toyko Rose; tokyo noun the nose Rhyming slang, formed from the 
mne given oy Hit l,f adirT r.lvi; or mid sold or in Wei d Wri 2 
to the many female voices that broadcast Japanese propaganda, 
but especially associated with Iva ikuko Toguri fo, 1916 ), a Japanese- 
American, who actually broadcast UridSr'the narrig Orphan Ann 

toy otter noun in car repair, a Toyota cSfi§,-M? 
toys noun heroin uk 2003 

TP noun i a scene in a pornographic film or a photograph depicting 
a woman having simufeftgous oral, vaginal and anal sex. An 
abbreviation of 'triple penetration 1 us, ooo. 2a woman with large 
breasts and large buttocks. A 'total package’ us 2000 

TR-6 noun 

legendary sports car manufactured from the late 1960s to the mid- 
m, used here as an allegory for speed (amphetaminglyte ’998 
trac noun an intractable prisoner Australia, m7 
track noun 1 the treet ire here [ titute >li( it customers us 
7969. 2 the open road as used by itinerant travellers. Commonly in 
the phrase 'on die track’ Australia m3. 3 the course of an event 
the course of time Australia, 1945. 4 an armoured personnel carrier, 
especially the M-113us, 7977. s warder who carries contraband for 
prisoners. An earlier variant 'track-in' has been recorded from 1939 
Australia, 7950. ► the track th ballr n, New York. A 

major night spot on Lenox Avenue between 140th and 141st 
Streets in New York from ifl^ipntil the 5<3s,ii$, rm 
track verb to inject drugs uk 19X 

track-basher noun i els (and so 

'collects') 'littiEHised sections of the rail network uk 2003 
tracked up adjective hi III 111 il 11 1 1 1 11 us drug injection 

uitfn 

tracker noun in , a low-level 

development executive us, 1997 

trackie; tracky noun a tracksuit Also in the plural form trackies' 
'Australia, 1987 

trackie-bottoms noun ftgjkluit trousers UK^/ttAm im 
trackie daks noun tracksuit trousers Australia, 2000 
track lawyer noun hi I era 1 11 n h 1 instantly resorts 

to claims of technical rule violations, the pettier the better us, 1947 
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track record | trap 


track record noun 1 1 1 i hi rbout rel int history c/s, 7957 
tracks noun bruises, punctures and sores visible on the skin of an 
intravenous drug user us. ntu. ► across the tracks; wrong side 
of the tracks 1 1 a Iway often 

separated the better-off part of an American town from the poor®: 
quarters. Duke Ellington's 'Across the bracks Blues' dates to 1943 
US. m3. ► make tracks to leave us, ms 
traction noun 11 ifiden urn in an unt I money used to 
begin an increasingly larger series of swindles us 1997 
traddie noun a traditional jazz enthusiast uk m3 
trade noun 1 a man, self-identified as heterosexual, who engages in 
active anal homosexual sex or passive oral homosexual sex but will 
not reciprocate us, ns--. 2 heterosexual or homosexual prostitution; 
customers of that prostitution, especially homosexual. Originally 

trade verb ► trade numbers to bid for a job based on an 
estimated cost us. uev. ► trade paint 10 be involved in a car 
accident with another car us 1997 
trade queen noun vho prefers sex with a 

seemingly heterosexual man who consents to homosexual-sex in: 
the 'male' itiafey receiving orally or giving?anally us mo 
trade-rage noun an outburst of enraged hostility within a business 

environment UK aw- v 

trades noun the trade journals of the US entertainment industry us. 

tradesman's entrance; tradesman's noun 1 

an entry suitable foi sex. In the grand houses of polite society the 
tradesman's entrance is tra#ronallyi#« 4 the back uKmi 

trade up verb 1 e . 1 I 1 rtion or le en the charges 

against you by providing the polic a with information about other 
•§rimi«$jKgjt& ww 

Tradies noun a tradesmen's club*??*^ m 7 
traditional discipline noun corporal punishment, especially when 
used in a prostitute's advertising matter uk. 2003 
trad jazz; trad noun traditional jazz UK, im 
traf verb to fa t III \L!A ms 

Trafalgar Square; trafalgar noun a chair. Rhyming slang ljk, ms 
tragic noun an inferior or pathetic person. From the adjective uk 200s 

tragic adjective nferio lathet nog.. especially in a 

sporting context, as an opposite of magic (excellent), 'hiverpool are 
magic... Eveffdjn are tragic’ is legendarily ascribed to footballer 
Ernlyo Hughes f}j|#- 20 Q 4 ) uk im 
tragic magic noun 1 heroin us, 1990. 2 crack cocaine dipped in 
phencyclidine, the recreational drug known as PCP or angel dust 

trailer noun in a striptease performance, the preliminary march 
across the stage that precedes the removal of any piece of clothing 
us, 1981. ► pull a trailer to possess large buttocks us, ms 
trailer verb to pull a dragster onto its carrying trailer after it has 
been eliminated from an event A car that has lost is referred to as 
"being trailered’ us, Wt 

trail hog noun 1 I mi io is inconsiderate of othe 
monopolising a narrow trail US, m3 

trail marker noun in unapp ing piece I .I the identity of 

which is uncertain us mi 

trail mix noun ,1 recreationa drug cocktail of MDMA, the recreational 
drug best known as ecstasy, and Viagra™, a branded drug that 
enables a male electron us 2003 

trails noun 1 cocaine uk 200: . 2 while under the influence of USD or 
another hallucinogen, sequences of repeating after-images trailing 
a moying-#je<* us, 1999 

train nouni 2 3 irugs To 

say 'the train has arrived' is to say that .illegal drugs have arrived at 
the prison us kiss. 4 a series of waves us rae. s multiple orgasms 
,fS ms. ► pull a train; run a train to engage in serial sex with 


multiple partners, homosexual or heterosexual, usually consensual 

« m 

train verb ► train Thomas at the Terracotta; train 
Terrence/Terence at the terracotta (of a male) to urinate 

AUSTRALIA, 1971 

trainies noun trairfefS*|3BEfs shoes uk mi 
training beer noun low alcohol beer Canada, 1995 
training wheels noun a learner's driving permit us me 
train smash noun 1 fried or tinned tomatoes; tomato sauce. Military 
black humour; an especially unappetising example of visual 
imagery uk 1941 2 a hastily prepared savoury dish of tomatoes with 
•jgnions, eggs, sausages, etc Australia, im 
trainspotter noun n and an 

obsessive knowledge ol , specific topic Genuine trainspotters, of 
""the variety that stand on railway platforms, are the stereotypical 
arch-hobbyists uk. 1993 

train-surfing; urban surfing; roof-riding noun riding illegally on 
the roof of a train (or car, bus, etc) for the thrills. A ten-year craze 
fronrS the- early 1980s us 1993 

train wreck noun a I partment 

patient, Used by medical corpsmen in Vietnam us, 197s 

tram noun ► wouldn't know if a tram was up you to bezdOCiMy 
un;awa-re'AUsr#M44, is 72 

trammie noun a tram driver or conductor aiistralia, 1919 
tramp noun 1 a promiscuous man or woman us 1922. 2 a worker who 
moves from job to job, city to city ijk im 
Trance Canada nickname the Trans-< 1 11 I highway This nickname 
is either a reference-to 'highway hypnosis' (on boring sections like 
•fthfi‘401 from Montreal to Toronto) or to the 'spellbinding scenery' 
on such: parts as the Rocky Mountain crossing or the Maritime 
■fiptjjnS CANADA, 2001 

tranced out; tranced adjective in a state of extreme distraction uk 

trancey adjective of trance music, uk ms 
Trane nickname John Coltrane (1926-67). A jazz titan us ms 
trank noun 1 an\ r er ral ner u n depr nt Variant spelling 
Include 'trang' and Tranx' US, mi. 2 a person who takes the 
excitement out of sSmething a killjoy. A figurative use 
,piahiip!feer' us, 1979 

tranked adjective influence of tranquillizers us, 

trannie adjective transsexual us 1999 

trannie; tranny noun 1 a transvestite ijk urn. 2 a transsexual us 1997. 

3 a transistor radio uk nn 4 in a car or truck, a transmission us 
1993. 5 any surface used for skating or foot-propelled scootering that 
is not tota%zhsrr®ntai. From 'transition' uk 2000 
trans noun 1 a car 14 1995. 2 transport Bahamas, m2 
transcend mi 1 n I- n irijuana us 1974 
transformer noun 1 a transsexual us, mi. 2 a stuttering type of 
manipulation; of a record to create a-rMiasical effect 2002 
transfusion noun a replenishment of Gash Australia, 1 < > ► get a 
transfusion 10 fill a vehicle with petrol or diesel us m 6 
transit noun ► in transit e perien ng re effects of LSD us, razr 
transvesty; transvestie noun a transvestite us, rasz 
transy noun a transsexual us W 7 

trap noun 1 the mouth uk //a,. 2 a police officer Now only historical 
Australia, 18i2. 3 a prostitute's earnings A shortened form of trap 
money us m3. 4 an electronic device that records the originating 
telephone number of all incoming calls. A terfn and practice made 
obsolete with the advent of the 'caller ID' feature on telephones in 
the late 1990s us, mi. sa hiding pirce foi illeg; I drugs us »67. 6a 
residence us, us,/. 7 a timing light at the finish line of a drag race 
us i97o. 8 in poker, a deceptive bet us 1979 
trap verb 1 to have success di 1 in nember I Hie opposite sex. 
Royal Navy slang r 11 11 - 2 to install an electronic trap on a 
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telephone line us. cm,. 3 to land safely and accurately on an aircraft 

earner ag m 

trap door noun 1 a scab under which a drug addict injects drugs US, 
1992. 2 a computing function that is easily performed but difficult 
to perform in the inverse. Extremely useful in-cryptography (is, mn 
trapeze artist noun a person engaged in simultaneous anal and oral 

trap money noun 1 a prostitute's gross earnings us, 1974. 2 money 
containing tear gas and/01 dye kept in; bank to be given to bank 
!;6i#fers. An abbreviation cf (bpoby-trap money' us. 2004 
trap off verb to deceive or manipulate someone us, 2002 
trapper noun 1 per n 1 11 pen envelope uid teseal them 

without a trace us, 19m 

trappy adjective loud and boastful, possibly insulting, trap is 'mouth', 
therefore 'trappy' is mouthy uk 7999 
traps noun 1 dn in 1 ill her ten fpe ission collectively. 
Musicians' slang us, m u. 2 the trapezius muscles connecting the 
neck and shoulder us, im. 3 your usual haunts Australia, 1933 
trap smasher noun in lobstering, a severe storm us, tout 
trap two; trap number two noun the anus. From greyhound 

trash noun 1 contemptible peop e; a contemptible person uk, im. 

2 military decorations, awards and patches us mo. 3 marijuana us, 
2001. 4 heroin uk. 2003. 5 waves that co apse before they break, 
making poor surfing, conditions us 1977 
trash verb 1 to d 2 riticise or malign 

someone or something us, 1975. 3 to frighten someone. Market 
iBddtlf'iftrmr directly from Romany uk taw 
trashed adjective very drunk or drug-intoxicated us, i960 
trash hand noun in poker, an unplayable hand us 1992 
trash hauler noun during the Vietnam war, a cargo transport pilot 

trashing noun looting from *®s 

trash time noun 1 hor jail en ..ill > .i ie spent on a 

litter cleaning duty us, 7987 
traumatic adjective very exciting; excellent US, 1990 
travel verb ► travel on a tie pass to Walk along Strain track us 

travel agent noun an LSD dealer. A euphemism based on a trip 

metaphor us 

traveller noun alcohol taken in a car on the way to a party or 
concert us. 2004 

traveller's check noun in poker or other gambling, a betting token 
that rolls across the table or floor. From the insider slang term 
check (a gambling token) us, 1996 

traveller's marrow noun an erection brought on while travelling, 
especially White sleepinguk, is@f 

travelling agent noun in 11 ie latte im pe on who 
collects and records bets, brings the bets and money to the banker 
and pays off winders Trinidad and tobago, im 
tray noun a bunch of vials containing crack cocaine us 7994 
tray adjective three, A./vaSiSsn of trey uk afioz 
treacle noun used 1 in end mi 1 Pro ill mply, a simile for 
'sweet'; possibly rhyming slang 'treacle tart', for 'sweetheart' uk, 

treacle re 


treasure noun .plied to people who 

provide a service uk imo 

treasure chest™™a brakevanIcaBDas^tS-W’ 


:o flatter someone; to behave to |fi obsequious rr 


treacle tart; treacle noun a fart. Rhyming slang uk. 7 998 
tread noun a shoe UK issa 

treaders noun shoes.es >970 

treadhead noun a member of a combat tank crew us m/ 
treadly noun a bi§©le.AUS7tMU4 7990 

treash; treas noun a term of affectionate address. A shortening of 
'treasure 1 iXrte 


the cc 


I US, 79 


do 


treasure hunt nouni the search in a gambling establishment or 
cardroom for someohe from whom to borrow money ate m2. 

2 the vagina; a foo; a despicable person Rhyming slang, cunt. 
£|rt'|>e shortened to 'treasure' UK 199s 

treatnoun► atreat mini 1 1 icDi/a: ;%4 ► doa 

treat; do someone a treat to suit someone admirably/*; 1904 .1 

someone a treat; do someone up a treatto thrash someone. 

An elaboration of do (to be; 1) or do up (to beat up), possibly a 
deliberate pun wjto someone a treat' (tffsiit someone very well) 


treat verb ► treat a J to add another frug rd ig to mi irijuana 
cigaasftrtks; 982 

treat 'n' street verb 

af>ati§r#S needs and discharge hirrjp^iher as swiftly as p8$sibfe 

treble chance noun a dancfe Rfoytftrij slang uk 1992 
tree; trees noun 11 iriji ina. An 1 1 I dish 7995 ► out of 

your tree drunk or drug-intoxicated Ireland, mi. I 
e; off your tree mazed, 'menially deranged us. 


tree di 


it yer 


tree-eater noun member.. Se e Force 

1 Because ofthe constant survival training the special 
undergo, US. 1993 

tree-fucker noun a stereotyped enviromentalist. A variant of tree- 
hugger UK 206b 

tree-hugger noun an environmental activist us. ip? 
tree-hugging adjective environmentaily aware; active in environmen¬ 
tal: 'protection us, 1999 

tree-jumper noun a chrorttc sex Qfltftderus m2 
trees noun brfiCcb)f-M >«& ► put in the trees to overcharge 
ssmeone us, 

treetop level and all engines out adjective near death us, 1994 
tree up vert when parachuting, to land and become entangled In a 

treeware noun h I magazir n papers, etc, as opposed to all 
alternate forms of providifjgssuch texts. Computer haoter siartfc 
deriding thtjlst that paper is madditfejm pulped wood us. 1997 
Trekker noun a zealous fa the fans over 

Wirin' Trekkie' os; m a 

Trekkie tout? a devoted fan 1 Im 1 inal cieiice fiction 

television, programme (which started in 1966) and subsequent 
.JjllSfland spin-offe us, 79x9 

trekky adjective 1 r IF im ill science-fiction 

television programme first seen in 1966 UK 2001 

trenches noun ► in the trenches involved in the hard, dirty 
aspect of an enterprise us, taw- 

trendy noun 1 2 /outh defined by a 

skateboarders' particular sense of fashion UK 2002 

trendy adjective fashionable UK m2 

tres noun in betting, odds of 3-1. A variation of trey uk mi 
tres adverb very Directly from the I rench uk 2000 
trev nickname a person whose prime characteristic is vanity; a person 
who wears nothing btii|e$igner-label cloitgs:, Presumably derives' 
from an unknown but especially well-groomed Trevor, 'Usually/ 
derogatory uk 2003 

trey noun 1 three uk /,m 2 a prison sentence of three years us m3. 

3 a threepence Shortening of trey bit Australia, /sss. 4 three 
iSjfjf woi|hg 9 f a .drug us, 7966 
trey bit noun a threepence Australia, ms 
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trey eight | trio 


trey eight noun a .38 calibre handgun us ; rate 
treyer noun three n r thr I II it us m> 
trial-size adjective used of a person, very short os, ms 
triantelope noun he At tralian irantu ) in various large 
spiders of the genus Isopoda Seems to be a blend of'tarantula' 
and 'antelope' Australia, ms 

triantiwontigongolope; triantiwontigong noun a mythical insect 
or monster, also, a name for something unknown. From a poem 
for children about a non-existent creature so Jiamwl by C,J. 
■Dennis in A Book for Kids, 1921 Australia, ms 
Tribe nickname the e eland Indian profe i 'it ,1 baseball team. 
References to native American Indians in US professional-Sports/ 
teams (Indians, Braves, Redskinsf,persist in an era when many 
other stereotypes have withered us. r sso 


trick pad noun an apartment or room which a prostitute uses only 
for sex with customers us. 1970 

trick pants noun n hi n 'in rem ed favoured by 
prostitutes us. m7 

trick rig noun a sexually attractive body us, 1997 

trick room noun a room where a prostitute takes customers os, >959 

tricks noun ► on the tricks rkmg a 1 pr litute us, mi 
trick seat noun the passenger seat on a motorcyle us. 1984 

trickster noun a prolate us. me 

trick towel noun a towel or wash rag used to clean up after sex us, 

Trick Wiley noun jllible victim of a 

swindle us »9ss 


tribe adjective ntemptil rnfashi ill- I- ted on the 17th 
June 2005 from teenage girls (who described themselves as 
'townies') in Swansea, south Wales: 'YWCSon't want to go there - 
' Igs tribe; uk; walls, ms 

Tri-Chevy noun a Chevrolet car or truck manufactured in 1955, 1956 

Or 1993 

trick nouni a prostitute's customer us, ms. 2 an act of sex between 
a prostitute and customer us. me. 3 a short-term homosexual sex¬ 
ual partner, not paying ( is. m . 4 a casual sexual partner us. ms. s a 
prostitute uk 1999. 6 any dupe us. ms. 7 a swindle. Far less 
common in tin 1 H 1 1 1 il il 8 on the railways, 

a work shift us. 19s, ► can't take a trick to be consistently 
unsuccessful. I ► do the trick to 

achieve yoursobj'ect uk m2 

trick verbi to engage in - ith a paying cusl mer usually in an 
expeditious fashion us. i960. 2 to have sex wild a short-term 
partner; witlfobt-eftfotion or money passed us. 196s 
trick adjective 1 excellent us. /css. 2 in hot rodding and drag racing, 
abnormal, unusual us, J9® 

trickact verb 1992 

trick baby noun the offspring of a prostitute and an unknown 
customer, often of mixed race us, m9 
trick bag noun i a bag used t pro itute mv tools of the 
trade, A search warrant issued by the Sausalito (California) Polifg 
Department in its investigatfofi of a massage parlour/brothel 
defines a trick bag as 'a large woman's handbag, which will gener¬ 
ally enclose the following items which are used in the practice of 
prostitution: clothing, especially a change of undergarments such 
as panties, bras, camisoles and negligees, wet wipes, paper tissues, 
Vaseline and personal lubricants, bottles of mouth wash, rubbing-' 
Sfcohol, baby oil, various kinds and numbers ofipofidoms, douches 
and other forms of forftWme hygiene, and various cosmetics, jtejft 
hand towels which are normally used in the practice of 
prostitution to wipe the ejaculatory exctStions from the bodies of 
the prostitute and the eustomersi ' us. 2003. 2 a dilemma with no 
.clear soluf tqwxl) tm 

trick book noun a prostitute'jilj^.df cust&meTSys, m2 
trick bunk noun in prison, ;a bed used for sexual us. mo 

trick-cyclist noun | chiatri Originally r lil taryus 1930 
trick day noun a igreed time hen horn exuals in long-term 
relationships may have sex outside the relationship us. raw 
trick dress; trick suit noun a dress that a prostitute can remove 

trick flick noun a pornographic film, usually homosexual us, 1970 
trick house noun a house or apartment where prostitutes take their 
customers for sertyMs® 

Trickidadian noun 1 In 1 I li 1 1 - term that can be used with 
admiration or as disparagement trinidad AtipjOBA0; rasa 

trick name noun alias us, 1991 


tricky adjective needing careful handling or cautious action; difficult; 
tricky Dick noun the penis us, raw 

Tricky Dick; Tricky Dickie nickname Richard Nixon. President of 
the US from 1969 until 1974, not known for his honesty or fair 

tricon noun in poker, a hand with three cards of the same rank us. 


trier noun a raceh nuine 11 11 1 in Australia, 1915 

trife adjective possessing low or no moral character us. 2002 
trifecta noun in US horse racing, a bet on the First three in the 

correct order us raw 

triff adjective great in 1 II n ii| 11 - li rtening of triffic uk, 

triffic adjective great, marvel 1 uperl.nl ive - often used with 
heavy irony. A sloveningof'terrific' (genuinely great) uk, raw 
trigger noun 1 in a shooting, the shooter us. urn. 2 any prison guard 
cafryijigia'gun us. m2 

trigger-happy adjective ige 0 hoot a gun us. 194s 
trigger time noun time spent in combat us. imr 
trike noun a thieu leeled m le such a the Harley-Davidson 
Servi-Car. Biker (rhotbrcyle) usage, referring to a child's tricycle us, 

trilby hat; trilby noun a fool. Rhyming slang for prat uk, 1992 
trill verb 1 to idle th friend nil ith In and/or alcohol 

enlightening the idling us 1 - 2 to stroll, to strut; to leave. Also 
'trilly'. The heroine of Du lySaurier's 1894 novel Trilby was noted 
for her beautiful feet; l 8 ii%s came to mean 'feet', and their 
Stress ip 

triller noun an am 1 n 1 1 mar est Indian patois variation 
of 'thriller', recorded by a Jamaican inmate in a UK prison, August 
f©02 JAMAICA, 2002 

trim noun 1 the vagina; a woman as a sex object; sex with a woman 
us, 1949. 2 in the le evision and film industries, sections of scene 
cpt by an edltpr-us im 

trim verbi to cheat, defraud 1 indie s< neone ‘'rare 2 to have 
se^ vviith a woman us, nn 

trimmer nouni in out nding pe 1 il 1 stralia iss. 2 in 
cricket, 'a fast ball of exceptional quality, especially one that 
narrowly misses the stumps' 1959 
trims noun playin n ill 1 I 1 I iting I li htly trimming off 
. tfe edges of certain cards us, 1979 

Trini adjective Trim I I II III TOBAGO, ms 

Trini by boat noun ,1 I Trinidad trinidad 

jjp . 

Trinidad time; Trini time noun in expected 

and accepted lack of punauaYay trinidad and tobago, 1990 


trick off verb to perform oral sex Efo4' man us 1997 

trick out verb idy, elaborately 


trinity noun a style of three-storey terraced house consisting of three 
rooms stacked vertically us, m 6 

trio noun in poker, a hand with three cards of the same rank us, rasz 
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trip noun 1 a hall nty surrounds 

the first slang usage of the term. US slang lexicographer Peter 
Tamony argued in American Speech (Summer 1981) that the teftf) 
was first used in a slang sense by Jack Geltarlh The Conrf&fion, a 
1957 play dealing with heroin addicts. Tamony privately conceded 
that the usage was not 'a smokinggun', and in retrospect it 
appears more figurative than slang. The Oxford English Dictionary 
points to Norman Mailer's 1959 Advertisements for Myself, in 
which Mailer wrote of taking mescaline and of'a long and private 
•f|jp', but there is no evidence that Mailer's use reflected a 
colloquial understandihgand was not simply literary metaphor. 
Similarly in a 1963 article about LSD in Playboy, Allan Harrington 
used the term 'trip’, but again the context suggests metaphor, not 
slang. The slang sense of the word is indelibly associated with Ken 
Kesey andi Mis LSD-taking Merry Pranksters. In 1964, Ken Kesey 
bought a-soon-to-be-famous International Harvester school bus in 1 
•me name of intrepid Trips, lnc„ suggesting an already current^?’ 
private, slang sense. In September 1999, Kesey wrote about his. 
recollection of the/ftrat use of the term: 'I think it came from our 
bus trip in 1964, when Cassady said "This trip is a trip"’ us, im. 

2 any profound experience us, raa 3 a state of mind. Used in an 
rgctremelyvague and amorphous way, usually suggesting 
something profound us, a*,.. 4 interest us, mz. 5 a personal or sex¬ 
ual experience, especially n non-conventional us razi. 6 a dose of 
<SD, usually in the form of a blotting paper tab. Derived fromthe: 
sense as 'a hallucinogenic experience' that follows ingestion ttK, 

2 ooo. 7 a prison sentence us ws 2 

trip verb 1 to experience a dpug-induced hallucinogenic euphoria. 

Also 'trip out' US. 1966. 2 lo engage in flights of fancy, especially 
while in prison us i 96 z. 3 to ge: angry, to lose control because of 
anger us zoo,. 4 to insult os, 1995 

tripe noun 1 utter n nsense; a.- < thle 1 of poor quality, 

rubbish. Derives from 'tripe' as a source of inferior food uk , i6zs. 

2 in the theatre, electrica rue., dangling from overhead fixtures uk , 
1952. 3 a tripod. Used by 1 ravelling salesmen and itinerant swindlers 
IB SflppCftt a suitcase full of merchandise us. issi 
trip grass noun marijuana enhanced with amphetamine us, /9S2 
triple noun US, 1988 

triple crown noun oral, vaginal and anal sex in the same session us. 


triple C's noun lextromet rn (DXM), an acti e ingredient in 
non-prescription cold and cough medication, often abused for 
non-m ed i c i net) pu M$|g its 2003 

triple jet ace noun a fighter pilot who shoots down three aircraft in 
a single day us, 1964 

triple m noun mutual manual masturbation us, ms 
triple-nickels noun the 555th Parachute Infantry Battalion, US Army. 
The US Army's first all-black parachute infantry test platoon, 
•company and battalion us 1991 
triplets noun in poker, three of a kind us, m3 
triple W noun 1 in 1 1 1 1 1 1 ider of good sex. The W's are 
'warm', 'wet' and 'womb' us, 1970 

triple X noun 1 ,1 1 I L IDBAthaf list 1 1 nn , the analogues 

MDA and MDEA uk ... 2 someone win:, bstains from sex, 

alcohol and drugs, Reminiscent ofthe slang term for a 
decaffeinated espresso drink made with non-fat milk - why 
bother? us, 1996 

trip out verb i nic experience as a result 

of drug-intoxication us, mz. 2 to upset someone; to confuse 
someone; to disturb someone us. ims. 3 to amaze someone; to 
enlighten someone us ms. 4 to become involved in something in 
a focused and intense mariner us, ixe 
tripped out adjective hallucinogervintoxicated us, 1973 
tripper noun 1 1 | - on using LSD 1 mother hallucinogenic drug 
us, r.999. 2 LSD. From trip (a period of LSD intoxication) uk 1 99s. 3 a 
train passenger u#,i#i 

tripple-dipper noun a veteran of World War 2, Korea and Vietnam 


trippy adjective 1 hallucinatory uk 2001. 2 of psychedelic design. From 
trip (an LSD experience) and the psychede ic imagery inspired by 
such drug usa 3 4 1 ly committed 

'SS the hippie especially the drug aspects offM$ ism 
trips noun 1 LSD us, mu. 2 in poker, a hand with three cards ofthe 
same rank. An abbreviation of'triplets us 3 dice with 
.intentidriqily rounded edges used for cheating us. 1974 
trisaurus noun ; t engines; the 

jjaoe was produced from the late l96QS: to 1984 uk 1994 
trisexual; trysexual adjective 1 11 1 1 1 hing sexually; open 

to any sexual experience. Borrowing from 'bisexual', punning 'tri' 
with XrfM, 1988 

triss noun a male homosexual Australia, 1953 
trissy adjective im 

triumphant adjective excellent us, 
trivet noun in poker, ,1 three-dollar bet us. 1996 
trivial adjective olalning us, mz 

trixie noun a mnl pic ret, gambling t 1 three horses in four 
combined bets uk 1991 
trizz noun a prostitute's customer us, 1973 
trog noun 1 a stuffy, old-fa lioned pe on From'troglodyte'(an 
ancient cave-dweller) uk ms. 2 a s ow, careful, trund ing driver 
Probably extends from the previous sense uk 1972. 3 a visiting 
surfer AUSTRALIA 

trog vert to walk; to depart; lo drive without urgency. Military uk 1995 
troglodyte noun 1 n u 1 nthusiasf u 1a ibandoned all 
contact with life outside his computer us mi 
trog off vert to go, especially if it means making an effort UK 2004 
trog up verb tr > ire ind ]ui[ m 1 1 iving and pot-holing. 

foobably derives from 'troglodyte' ijk, 20m 
trojan noun 1 11 I 11 frojan™ brand 1 I er • ise us, mz 

Trojan noun an AT-2 urcra ise 1 1 und-attack aircraft and 
then a fighter bomber in the Vietnam war us, ress 
Trojan horse noun 1 in computing, an intentionally destructive 
program disguised and sent in benevolent form us mi. 2 in poker, 
an unexpectedly strong hand held by another player whose betting 
has successfully masted its strength us; tg& 
troll noun 1 a te i lent I L I insula 1 I li higan. Because 
thrive below the Mackinac Bridge that connects the peninsulas. 
Upper Peninsula usage us 2001 . 2 a message posted on an Internet 
-discussion group with the hope of attracting vrtrictfic response us. 

troll vert (ofa homosexual man) to walk '.he streets in search of sex¬ 
ual adventure; (ofa homosexual man) to walk, to wander. 
Familiarity of usage has resulted in the original, conventional 
sense being re-derived, hereffhart tte specifically sexual sense uk 


trolley noun 

► off your trolley 1 1 1 1 ill I. razed. A tiolley' is an 

electric powered tram that runs on rails, hence 'to be off your 
trolley' is to not fo low an ordered course uk m>. 2 drunk uk 2000 

trolley and tram; trolley noun ham Rhyming slang uk m2 
trolley and truck noun an 1 1 ual inter use Rhyming slang 

FUCK UK 1992 

trolleyed; trollied adjective drunk o- drug-'ntoxicaied. Derives from 
'OFF YOUR TROLLET'. UK 19% 
trolley jockey noun a tram operator us„ im 

trolley man noun a man engaged in the racing of horses and ponies 
in trotting matches uk 2000 
trolley off vert to go away; to leave uk im 
trollies; trolleys; trollys noun underpants; trousers. Originally 
dialect adopted by the Roya Navy and from there into more 
general use; it is interesting to note that polari speakers claim the 
word for gay society, probably fram.tts relationship with troll .(to. 
walk with the purpose of attracting sexual interest) uk 2002 
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trombone | trumpet 


trombone noun i telephon I. I i enerally used as'the 

old trombone' uk mm 2 in the television and film industries, a 
hanger that can be extended from a wall to support lighting us. 

trombone verb i in H i- port ol sysh tin i lide the hand back 
along the barrel of the gun whilst swinging upwards to 
He. Imitative of pi-Siding-action when involve#Si playing a 
trombone uk /■«;. 2 to lick the anus of a male partner while 
caressing his erect penis. The actions involved mimic the playing 
of a trombone uk. mot 

tromp and stomp noun a marching drill us, mr 
troop noun i a single soldier; used as a term of address to a soldier 
us, 1986. 2 crack cocaine uk. ms 

trooper noun a person who is the ultimately stalwart good sport us. 


troopie-groupie noun i a irl I free! ffer her sexual availability 
to soldiers. Military uk 2a 1 2 a war correspondent, or like-minded 
civiliaft, who is enthusiastically supportive of the miftay. From 
groupie (a follower) uk , 1982 

troops noun collect >1 th 11 lani 11 1 1 repair shop us, 1992 

trophy adjective 11 et if a ile rgr’lr id ung 11 id beautiful to 
an extent that would not be expected with hie man us, ms 
trophy fuck verb to have sex with a famous person because of that 
person'sscgiebrity' m> 

tropical adjective 1 fjefirnely-eccentric||^ip^;insane us, 1946. 2 of 
goods, stolen. Synonym of hot Australia, 1950 
tropical fish; tropi e noun an act of uhnalion Rhyming slang for 
pish (a Scottish variation of piss) uk , 20/2 
Tropic Lightning nickname the 25th infantry Division, US Army us, 

troppo adjective 1 insane, mad, crazy. Of military origins; an abbrevi¬ 
ation of'tropical' or 'tropics' as a reference to mental or nervous 
instability caused by war sestitt® in AusTRkjwfmi. 

2 sunburnt, suffering from too much exposure to the sun and 
wind Australia mi. 3 especial vn Queensland, of a building 
designed for tropical weather austraim; 2003 
trot noun 1 a period of time considered in terms of how you fared 
during it Australia, nu 2 a line-by- ine translation of a work in a 
foreign language us is»/. ► on the trot 1 in succession uk, 19.sc. 

2 engaged in evading discovery or capture by the police uk 2000 
Trot noun a 7 applied to 

anyone or anything associated withapolitical views.from the 
extreme left uk 1952 


trouser verb to pocket something; to earn money. Extended from a 
'trouser pocket" uk m 2 

trouser cough noun a fart uk 1978 
trousered adjective drunk uk 2002 

trousers noun ► with your trousers down being taken by 
surprise; in a state of unreadiness Generally prefaced with the 
verb 'eatch/e@'£ig{tf m, i$m 

trousers and skirts adjective bisexual uk mi 

trouser snake noun the penis us 

trouser trout noun the perns -m, 19 m 

trout noun an unattractive (older 01 (ml) woman uk 1 897 >see: 

THAMES TROUT. ► all about trout alert, watchful uk m 2 
trout pout noun 111111, ii 1 1,1 , i ill tec ps a result of collagen 
Implants. An unfortunate similarity to the freshwater fish uk 2003 
truck verb to stroll; to stride us, ms 

truck driver noun 1 1 1 1 1 1 lanm I I- bianus, m 2 in 

prison, a prisoner or guard who delivers messages us. 1976. 3 an 
amphetamine or other centrafsewabssystem stimulant us, mr 
trucker's powder noun amphetamine. A variation on truck driver 
(amphetamines), this pays on speed aiid 11le need to stay awake 

truckie noun a truck driver Australia, 1919 

truck stop Annie noun a i” in e rking 1 r truck stop us 1977 
truck stop cowboy noun a per n who loot he part of a trucker, 
plays the part of a trucker, but is not a trucker us, 1976 
Trudeau acre noun a hectare. A the rnadian French measure of 
land is in the hectare (a metric unit equivalent to 2.471 acres), 
fed the English is in the acre unit; 1970s anti-Trudeau feeling took, 
parodic form here as much as in opposition to the MsSe 
Minister's promotion of bilingualism and bteutairatem nationwide 

CANADA, 1987 

true adverb especially in Aboriginal English, is it true?, really? 

AUSTRALIA, 1959 

true bull; true bool noun a tested and proven leader. Hawaiian 
youth usage ys,'tsK 

true love noun a type of bet in an illegal numbers game lottery us 

True North noun Canada. 'The True North, strong and free' Is a line 
from the Canadicftptional anthem. In its patriotic connotatiofr 
: fflis expression suggests pride and strength, but it may also 
suggest the extreme cold, snow and ice which Canadians endure 

CANADA, 2001 


trots noun 1 2 

meeting for trotting and pacing, such mefeifi^ collectively 

AUSTRALIA, 1890 

trotter nouni a deserter from the military; an escaped prisoner; 
anyone on the rdfS-ftem tt)e polices Originally military uk 1950. 

2 pork us, 1976 

trotters noun the feet uk 1775 
trou noun trousers; pants us im 

trouble noun a type of bet in an illegal numbers game lottery us 1957 
trouble and fuss noun bus. filing Slang uk 1992 

trouble and strife; trouble noun 1 a wife. Rhyming slang uk nos. 

2 life. Rhyming slang UK ms 
troubled adjective drunk uk 2002 

trough noun 1 a 1 11 1 "i 1 eiiI 1 t or drinkux a» 7 . 2 a 

bar, especially al a horse racetrack Australia, 1989 
trough verb to eat. Armed ervice 11 ida; ed from conventional 
n' ml i 1 ■ - p 'l" ■ 1 _ I 1 1 m mil 

trouncer noun an attractive girl uk northern Ireland, ms 
troused adjective drunk uS im 


true’s God! used for affirming the truth of what has been said rot 

true that!; true dat! 1--1 1 s 1 ig strong agreement us 799s 
true-true adjective authentic Bahamas, m2 

true virgins make dull company the air navigation system: True 
heading plus/minus Variation gives yo 1 Magnetic heading 
plus/minus Deviatior gives vou Compass heading. The reverse 
mnfefemc is 'Can Dead Men Vote Twice?' Canada, 799s 
truggynoumn ff-road vehicle that combine features of a truck 
and a tubular buggy. Collected by John Thompson of 
Mfedersanville, North (Carolina, 2004 us 2m 
Trujillo’s revenge noun diarrhoea. Homage to Dominican dictator 
Rafafeipfgfo us, m2 

trull noun a prostitute, a concubine, a loose-moralled woman. A gen- 
.tfiMj(,sbsolfef;Sj6nveWion^^psh term Mwi 
Truman's folly noun rim 1 rean ir. Another Republican party 

trummus noun the buttocks, the posterior uk 2002 

trump noun a fart I rom the sound of a trumpet uk 1903 

trump verb to fart From C15, from the sound of a trumpet us 1425 


trouser noun a m hi ' men < >j titled ill babl der ed in trumpet noun 1 a telephone us mu. 2 a stethoscope tr/mdad and 
response to skirt is woman, women) uk ms tobago, 1937. 3 a (art Juvenile use, extending the more familiar 
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trump (a fart) back to its origins i ik iw. 4 in hot rodding, a tailpipe 
extension us 195s. s cocaine uk 1999 
trumpets noun MDMA, the rei f rti( 1 irug > t known as ecstasy. 
Specifically used of any MDMA tablet stamped with the stylised 
image of a horn-player (possibly an angel) uk. 2004 
trump of the dump noun the person in charge of an enterprise new 

ZEALAND, 1998 

trunch noun a blow or a beatin ith 1 eon uk, im 
trundling-cheat noun a car; originally any wheeled vehicle UK kjo 
trunk noun the I the size of 

someone's nose or, figuratively, the intrusive quality of that 
person's tiasfrjels uk 2000 

trunk and tree noun the knee. Rhyming slang uk 199s 
trunk job noun dly decomposed corpse, 

found in a car boot (trunk) us, 1993 

trupence bag noun marijuana UK, 2003 

trust verb ► I wouldn't trust you as far as I can throw you 

used as an expression of deep mistrust in someone uk mi 
trustafarian noun 1 oung pe in lie lives a counterculture life¬ 
style oncWe proceeds of a trust fund.f^.ssgs? 
trust you! used ehaviour. Also 

with other nouns or names UK 1834 
truth chamber noun a police interview room uk;S&!' 
try verb ► try it on; try it on with u 'ticks an attempt to outwit 
or impose upon someone uk mu. ► try this on for size; try 
this for size to consider a notion; to try something out; also 
used; Indhlpeplay as a ,t5®Je-cfy <JS, bx 
trying! you are trying too hard to be something you are not! 

Hawaiian youth usage us, fssr 
try-on noun an attepnpt tar dgOeive. From try it on uk mz4 
try-out noun a selective trial 

try walking across US airline compan in orld Airlines (TWA). 
An ironic play on the famous initials Most airlines attract jocular 
variations of their names; TWA seems to have more than most, 
including: 'Travel Without Arrival'; 'Try Walking, Asshole'; 'Try 
Walking Again'; 'The Worst Airline'; 'Took Wrong Airline’; Take 
Weapons Aboard'; 'Thtifsis, Whores and Alpo-holics'; and so on-us. 


TStoo bad. An abbreviation of tough shit us, 1957 
T's and blues noun a combination of Faluin M , a painkiller, and the 
antihistamine. Pyrihenzamine™, abused for non-metfieirral 

purposes US, 1989 

tsatske noun lish, with the 

Yiddish;|8ti|)n.utive of tsatskeleh us, mi 
TS card noun 111 1 1 il 11 that i unched hen a person 
complains. An abbreviation of the sympthydaeking tough shit m 

tsk tsk verb tci - f i n m rati 1 li i[ 1 n ment or irri¬ 
tation by making the sound 'tsk tsk uk i9es 
tsk tsk used for expressing commiseration, or disappointment, or 
irritation. An attempted written representation of the sound of th(%’ 
non-verbal axdamationbbat ts somewhere between 'tut tut' and a 
siiekifig Of the teeth uk mz 

tsotsies noun i iminals so urn Africa, ms 

tsuris; tzuris; tszoris noun troubles, problems, suffering. Yiddish us. 


TTFN goodbye. An ml ism l ta-ta fo no vhich served as a 
catchphrase first in the BBC radio programme ITMA, 1941 -49, 
and was picked-up by popular BBC radio broadcaster Jimmy Young 
$£1921) who began broadcasting in 1949 uk, 19a 
TTFO (in doctors' shorthand) told to tuck off (go away). Medical 
slang uk 2003 

T-timers noun dark glasses worn by marijuana smokers us, 1952 


tub noun 1 a drum us 79,5s. 2 a seat on an amusement ride US, i980. 

3 a small crap table us. m3. 4 in electric line work, an overhead 
transformer us, 1980 

tubby adjective i i im i ;i i i |i lucing poorly 
defined sound. Used in describing a location's sbund quality in 
■ I I I il i I I III I i i in ' ■ 2 I ' I 

tubby; tubs noun r i gh >er n. Botl iriant erve a 
nickname and derogatory term; 'tubs' is the abbreviation of 
‘'tiittby' uk 1999 

tube noun i a fool, an idiot; a despicable or contemptible person. 

an: earlier sense as 'penis', thus prick uk sepmANp, 
ms. 2 a person uk Scotland, ms. 3 a marijuana cigarette us, mz. 

4 S 

conversation and for information from informers uk mo. 6 acan 
of beer Australia, um. 7 the concave face o' a wave us, m3. 8 a 
shotgun us, 1994. 9 in a casino, the rack where betting tokens are 
stored at a gambling fable us w», 10 a /orally unnecessary breast 
► down the tubes ruined with no chances 
I 11 1 I 1 I'M A variation of 'down the drain' or 

'down the pan literall .- oilet r 19 ► lay tube from 

the male p ► the tube a 

television; television. Originally applied to the telephone, but then 
‘ jfwcb more widely td television us, ms 

Tube noun ► the Tube the London Underground iransport system. 
Originally, in ftf context, the tunnel in. which an underground 
electric train runs (late C 19 ), hence this abbreviation of'tube¬ 
railway'. The Central London Railway, which opened in 1900 , was 
known as 'The Twopenny ittffffor i®f|$ed-priee feg/Tfte cost of a 
journey has ireeri going up ever sin'ce uk m2 
tube verb i to watch television us, urn 2 to surf below and inside the 
crest of the wave us. 7979. 3 to insert an endotracheal tube into a 
patient. Medical use UK 1980. 4 lo fail, lo do poorly us 7966 
tube lube noun oral sex.jsh a mam-eX; bm- 
tuber noun a pei 1 11 1 1 1 much of the day on a sofa 

watching television. From the dominant term couch potato and 
fjkinning on the tube (television) us, ms 

tubes noun the London Underground transport system. A variation 

tube steak noun i a frankfurter, a hot dog us m3. 2 by visual 
extension, tbe penis os, isso 

tube top noun a "Min garment hi d tretching from the 
waist to under the arms us, 1974 

tub of lard noun 1 1 1 pe on A neat i mbin 1. n of a pun on 

tubby (fat) and iard' (a soft white fit). When Roy Hattersley MP, an 

overweight politician, declined to guest on the satirical BBC 
television quiz Have I Got News For You he was replaced, to great 
hilarity, with an actual tub of lard uk 1993 
tubs noun drums us 1940. ► the tubs a gay bath house; the gay 
bath house scene collectively us, ism 
tubular adjective i usei if a ive, hoik is it ireaks, creating a 
chamber which can be surfed through us. ms. 2 spectacular us m2 

tuck noun 1 tor d espe II III ill "Il I" f lainly school 

slang uk 1857. 2 a cosmetic operation fo remove (at or skin us 799.3 
tuck verb in transsexual usage, to tape your penis onto your groin to 
avoid any telltale bulge wind might tip off someone as to your 
genetic sex us mz. ► tuck in; tuck into; tuck away to eat 
heartily; to start eating 'Tuck away' is first recorded in 1861 uk ism 
tuck and roll; tucked and rolled adjective descriptive of a highly 
stylised car upholstery design, popular with hot rodders and low 

tucked and rolled adjective n " I ill d from a male to a 

female us. 1990 

tucked up adjective arrested uk isbs 
tucker noun food AUSTRALIA, 1850 

tucker verb d someone 

AUSTRALIA, 1891 

tuckerbag noun lilt irryingfood Australia, isss 
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tucker box noun a box used to store and transport food; a lunch 
bOX AUSWAUA, 1897 

tuckered; tuckered out adjective tired, exhausted us, r m 
tucker fucker noun a cook Australia, im 


tuckerless adjective without food AOStiWM, w® 

tuckers noun a tuck shop uk, is*? 

tucker time noun MKtfme£j$nfHii| me 

tuck in noun a meaUusroujA im 

tuck shop noun a school's purveyor of SftagjsSS® ras? 

tud noun a totally unnecessary drink that causes you to vomit us, 2001 

'tude noun a bad attitude us, m 7 

tudge boy noun a criminal hirer! to enforce criminal rules on other 
criminals us, 

tuft noun the female pubic hair m, im 

tug noun 1 an a 1 I 11 n 11 n 1 2 an arrest A pun 

on pull (an 3 nent danger given 

from one criminal to another, or beggar to beggar, etc. Often Bd 
the phrase 'give you the tt T - ► give someone a 

tug to arrest someone uk, 2000 

tug verb i (from criminal to criminal, or beggar to beggar, etc) to give 
a warning of imminent dangei Often hi the phrase 'tug your coat' 
aus 2 ► tug on i to 

inhale smoke from a cigarette uk 2000. 2 to think about something. 
Figurative use of conventional 'tug' fto ptifluk 2001 
tug and rub noun in n ige \nada,2ooi 
tug o' war noun a whore. Rhyming slang uk 1992 
tules; toolies noun a remote rural area An extension of the name 
of a type of dattaij that grows in the very rural San Joaquin Valley 
Of CSliiferftia rtffi , 1974 

tulip noon in 1 Im l< I 'i I 11 i in mark them as 
abnormal MBAnd, mi 

tulips noun a v iest known as 

turn noun the stomach. A shortening ol tummy uk w69 
tumble noun 1 an act of sexual intercourse; an invitation to engage 
in sexual intercourse uk 1 ■ .. 2 recognition by the police or the 
interruption of a crime us. re. > 3 a fight, especially a gang fight us 
mo. ► come a tumble to be noticed us. isss 
tumble verb 1 ) realise, to 

become aware ofuK im. 2 to nave sex with someone. Found in 
Shakespeare and understood in context if not used heavily today 
%. ism. 3 to get marri@jTtiS.rt"' 

tumble and trip; tumble noun a collection frorti a group Of people. 

Rhyming slang for wh/p-round uk 1992 
tumble down the sink; tumble noun a drink. Rhyming slang; first 
recorded in Sonus and Slang < if the British Soldier 1914-1918, 

John and Eric Partridge, 1930UK 1979 
tumblers noun 1 the femak 2 a with rounded 

edges us. 1950 

tummy noun tjjfistorttach OK m 


tummy banana noun the penis Atsrit^LiA, 1968 
tummy tuck noun cosmetic surgery designed to reduce the fat 
around a person's waist us, 1977 

turn-turn noun tummy or, more likely, the 

'first babyish variation of fstomach' from which 'tufflimj' derives 

tuna noun 1 the vagina. Fish, as an allusion to what some claim to 
be the natural odour of a woman its m. 2 a female us, 1971. 3 a 
young sailor as the Objfi^iof desire of a homosexual man us. ms 

tunage noun rfid®£ui,re96 

tuna party noun a party where girls far outnumber boys US, 2004 
tuna snuffling noun he ac! ol oral e on ."inn Combines 
tuna (the vagina) with a reasonably conventional usage of'snuffle' 


tune nouni I meaning to 

embrace not just the tune, but all that goes into the song us, 1993. 
2 a tablet of Tuinal™, a branded barbiturate An approximate 
abbreviation, usually in the plural; probably also as a pun on 
Tunes™, a branspd medicated sweet uk tax 
tune verb it' 2 to beat 

sqmone physically Also used with ‘up ’uk im 
tune-and-toe shownoun a im 1 I heatrt entertainment. A play 
on 'song and dance' uK 1979 

tune grief verb to verbally abuse someone south Africa, 1972 
tuner noun in the television and fi n industries, a musical composer 

tune up verb to beat a better attitude into a fellow prisoner with a 
ifpor attitude us, ms 

tuningnoun in 111 iii e exual inter 1 1 e I in 11 the female 
partner finds satisfying Automotive imagery uk 1959 

tunnel of love noun the vagina t£ 2001 

tunnel rat noun 1 a US soldier I ex; I mi ong tunnels and 
underground networks us 1977. 2 a police officer working for the 
New York Transit Bureau, New York police slang us 1997 
tunnel shot noun 1 ihotograph 1 hot in a film focusing on a 
woman's vagina us, 1970 

tuntun noun the vagina tsm^SAfitiOBAGO, jSaM 
tuppence noun two pence; hence, in later use, a notional sum of 
negligible value uk iss 7 

tuppenceworth noun a small contribution. Literally, 'two-penny- 

tuppenny fuck noun a thing of no worth uk 2003 

tuppenny ha'penny; tuppenny halfpenny; twopenny- 
halfpenny adjective "I III It I I insignifi ml I IK 19 oq 
tupperware noun in electric line work, plastic protective covering for 
a eoftdtipf us 1980 


tuppy noun nal language 

AUSTRALIA, 1985 

turbo noun 1 marijuana uk 2003. 2 marijuana mixed with crack 
cocaine us, 1994. 3 a fast driver us, 1997 

turbo-gobbed adjective des endlessly and 

without pause. UK.0&' 

turd noun 1 a piece 0 e emenl li conventi nal use since about 
■ the year 1000, it is described in the Oxford Engisff Btchpnary as 
not now in polite use ( ik i . 2 a contemptible person, a shit. The 
earliest meaning (a length 0' excrement) redirected uk 1936. 3a 
negative comment in a personnel file us 1967 
turd bird noun a Ford Thunderbltd us fnat 
turd burglar noun gifMife homosexual UK 1933 
turd-burgling adjective anal sex uk 2002 

turdcutter noun e and crude physiology us, 

turd-floater noun a heavy rain Canada, 2002 

turdhead noun a despicable person us, 

turd herder noun $g|p|g||C$ i%3 

turdpacker noun in anal sex, the active partner us 1940s 

turdtapper noun a male homosexual. An allusion to anal sex Canada, 


turf noun 1 the lei i i c< "1 i" ) gang phere of influence 
us 1952. 2 a job, responsibility, obligation us mo. sthe place where 
a whe-whe lottery game is operated trinidad and tobago, wk. 4 the 


turf verb in hospital usage, to transfer a patient to another's 
responsibility us, 1994 

turf consultant noun in li rse racin meor ho makes a living 
selling tips to bettors Us, 1947 

turf dance noun a stylised dance developed and performed by an 
urban youth gang us 2002 
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turistas; touristas noun diarrhoea us 

Turk noun i a homosexual -nan who assumes the active role in anal 
sex us, i95o. 2 a strong and aggressive ytsing man us, 1949 
Turk verb (of a male) to have sex, especially in a brutal fashion uk 


turkey noun 1 ilute failure or 

disaster, critical or financia: hence, in wider usage, a failure or 
disaster. Why the turkey a native of America, is the symbol of 
spectacular failure is a my m 2 mm ompetent, 

Ineffective or disliked person. May be used with affection us, 1951. 
3 a member of a youth gang who is reluctant or unwilling to join 
In gang fights us, 1949. 4 an Irishman 01 a person of Irish descent 
us. 1982. 5 a patient who has been mishandled medically us, mi. 

6 in hospital usage, a patient with a petty medical complaint us, 

1978. 7 a planespotter who is new to the hobby, or does not have 
good equipment, or does not take the hobby seriously uk, 2003. 8 in 
mgsjpycle racing, an' old and/or heavy and butty motorcycleos 
1973. 9 amphel i 10 11 

adulterated or counterfeit 12 

1977. ► the turkey ve drugs; 

its time period of that withdrawal (without direct reference to the 
symptoms), .S-yartation of cold turkey uk jofc 
turkey verb 1 to ith< 1 1 n i habit >r II tion uddenly and 
without any tapering off An abbreviation of 'cold turkey' uk > 996 . 

2 to inhale marijuana smoke nasally us. 1970 
turkeyhead noun a dolt us, 

turkey line noun in the I in 111 1 lan iin 1 line used by an 

I l|l I.If H I I- I II 111 1 1 'll 19 llllll 9 I III I IO ' 'I 

take-off us, 1977 

turkey neck noun penis with 

shaved surround and a plucked turkey's neck hanging down us 1997 
turkey shoot noun in 1 h In in lughter of helpless victims. 
From the C 19 'sport' of a shooting match in which the target was 
■alive turkey us, 1970 

Turkey trot noun dial 1 s, i960 

Turkish bath; Turkish noun meone else s 

expense. Rhyming.stapgfSt ms 

Turkish culture noun anal sex us, 

Turkish delight noun in I n ual usa mil ex 
Turkish delight; Turkish adjective 1 miserly. Rhyming slang for 
tight; no racial slur is intended uk 1998. 2 of poor quality. Rhyming 
r^angfor shite; here the radiiJ.Slti.fl.lems deliberate uk 2002 
Turkish rope noun a heavy gold necklace i/s, t®£ 

Turk McGurk noun ,m unethi il 1 I ive per onus, 1977 
turn noun 1 a histrionic display Australia, 1971. 2 a (theatrical) 
performer us 1715. 3a party austi \ua, 1953. 4 in trucking, a return 
trip us, 1976 . S a jail sentence us ms. ► do a turn to have sex. A 
play on a theatrical act UK, 7002 

turn verb 1 in trucking, to make a round trip to and from the speci¬ 
fied destination us, 1971. 2 to sell something, especially stolen goods 
us 1972. 3 to convert a man to homosexuality us mi. 4 in drag 
racing, to register a speed us, mo. ► turn ’em and burn 'em to 
quickly service a fighter plane and return it to combat. Gulf war 
usage us 1991. ► turn a film in Quebec, to shoot a film. The 
French origin of this English phrase is ft turner un film Canada, 2001. 

► turn in to retire to bed uk ms. ► turn into a pumpkin in 
transsexual usage, to dress in keeping with your genetic sex us m/. 

► turn it on 1 t < Australia, 

1944. 2 (of a woman) to perform sexually Australia, 1944. 3 to enliven 
something uk uss 4 to provide foi ,1 party 01 celebration Australia, 
mi. ► turn it up to coi ► turn 

Japanese to masturbate F 

between a stereotypic; I Japanese face and the facial expression 
that accompanie i quest f rgasm - ► turn over the 

covers to examinr th her I 1 mi ue 1974 ►turn 
state to become a witness for the prosecuting authorities. From 
the term 'state witness' us, 1990. ► turn the corner to begin to 
improve; to change your attitude foi the better uk 2003. ► turn 
the duke m rcu ind < m il usage, t horf hange someone 


us mi. ► turn the mit to shortchange us, cm. ► turn tricks to 
work as a prostitute, to. ► turn turtle (of a surfer) to pass 
through a wave coming at them by rolling urntebtfieir surfboard 
us 1977. ► turn up trumps to succeed, to turn out well uk m2. 

► turn up your nose 

► turn your key to make ou angr - iriation of wound up uk 

turnaround noun 1 In 1 rucking, a 'elurn tripos to,. 2 training time 
; ’j|r navy pilots between aircraft carrier cruises us mo 
turn around verb in criminal or police usage, to persuade someone 
to. tnlttrm or otherwise betray 

turned on adjective 1 sexual irousei 2 ible to comprehend, 

especially as a result of drug use us 197s. 3 stimulated and inspired 

turn it in! stop doing that!; stop ta king! A variation of turn it up! 

turn it up! stop! Originally 'turn up' (to renounce), 'turn It up’ (to 
move home or otherwise, change your life), hence the current 
mmfmgMJSTRAUA, to 

turn-off noun something that disgusts or creates antipathy us, im 
turn-off vert; 1 1 I il mill il III I ie m tc disillusion 
someone us, 1970. 2 to disgust someone us, 1970 
turn-on noun 1 something that excites or arouses someone sexually 
Australia, 1969. 2 a sharing or gifting of drugs us, to. 3 a single 
instance of drug-intoxication. Also known as a 'turning-on' uk kts 
turn on verb i to use a drug us, 1953. 2 to introduce someone to 
something, especially drugs us. mi. 3 to arouse an interest, sexual 
‘css abstract in someone: to stimulateifep^STK-teihrill someone 


turn on, tune in (and) drop out used as a slogan for, and 
invitation to join, the hippy counterculture. Credited to Timothy 
■Leary (1920-96) the self-styled high priest of LSD, this pocket-phil¬ 
osophy combined turn on (to use drugs), 'tune in' (to become 
culturally aware) and drop out (to cease to be part of a eonven- 
'ifenat society) m a catchphrase that seemed to be more than the 
syrii 'ef its parts us, im 

turnout noun 1 a novice prostitute; a prostitute working in a particu¬ 
lar brothel for the first, time us. 1973. 2 in the illegal production of 
afcohol, the yield of whisky compared to the amount of raw 
materials us 1974 

turn out vert 11 recruit and convert meone to prostitution us, 
i 960 . 2 to engage a woman in seria sex with multiple partners us, 
1966. 3 to convert someone to homosexuality us 1952 
turnover noun 1 i robber if stolen g< is from a criminal 
accomplice ijk, 1959. 2 a search of a prison cell The abbreviated 
form 'TO' is 4 js 0 used uk, tm 

turn over vert 11 f the p to 1 earci 1 1 perty or to stop and 
a person, in criminal me, to burgle a propertyrbr rob a 
person uk 18,59. 2 to set upon someone and beat them up uk 1002 
turn round and used as ,111 embe ishment between to and do. An 
unnecessary formula used i(i|)irth London uk 1999 
turntablismnoun Ho read 1 1 m i< ind rhythmic patterns by 
Manipulation of record turntables. A rmd-1$SC!S coinage credited 
.49 DJ Babu oftf® Beat Junkies us 2002 

turntablistnoun a DJ win uses turr II 1 nstruments to create 
and manipulate sound, ptomthe turntable 'decks' tififdpfl manip¬ 
ulates,us 2002 

turn-up noun an outcome, especial y a surprise An abbreviation, 
with a slightly narrower sense, of turn-up for the books uk, um 
turn-up for the books; turn-up noun an unexpected happening, 
usually positive Grigina ly racecourse and gambling use uk, is/s 
turpentine; the turps noun the Serpentine (a lake in London's 
Hyde 'Park), Rtipiing slang us i960 
turps nouni turpentine uk, 1823. 2 alcohol. An abbreviation of 
Wp&tifri&AUSrRAUA, 1865 o see: terps 
turtle noun 1 a met f LSD. I imed fter ind identified by a 
depiction 0 f,tf&Jeenage Mutant Ninja T&ttfa, a cult comic and 
television programme from the 1980s uk, look 2 the replacement 
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for a combat soldier who is due'to ftturrt home. Like the turtle; 
the replacement seems never to get there quickly enough us, ms 
turtle verb i :ly in the water, 

exposing the bottom of thafrull't^the sty us, 19m 
turtle dove noun i love, as a term of address. Very old-fashioned 
rhyming slang UK1974.2 a glove I he short form 'turtle' is also 
used uk W 57 

turtlehead; turtle’s head noun a piece of faeces semi-emerged 
from She rectum uk m7 

turtleneck noun the foreskin on an uncircumsised penis os, rasa 
tush; tushie; tushy noun the backside, the buttocks. Yiddish os m2 
tush hog nouni ill u rful mar h ex torts money 
from others os 1946. 2 a person with a short temper us, 1972 
tusker noun an all-in-all unattractive girl os im 
tuskie; tuskee noun a mariji^tpicigarette uiipf 
tuss verb to abuse for non-medicinal purposes non-prescription 
medication containing dextromethorphan (DXM) us, 2003 
tussin noun dextri nethorph In 1 1 u 1 e ingredient in non- 
pescripfion cpidi and cough medication, Often abused for non- 
medicinal purposes. From the branded cough syrup,Robitussin 1 ** 

tustin noun I i Tustin, California uk 


tutae noun faeces. From the Maori mew Zealand, ms 
tutti noun a latrine r@M(Mp4iV0T0aA60, 2003 
tutti frutti noun kxjRf« extract Canada, ism 
tut-tuts noun the female breast 1 

tutty noun makeup uk. 19m 

tutty adjective pathetic. British Indian (Hindi) urban youth slang uk. 

2006 

tutu noun 1 a tablel of MDMA, the recreational drug best known as 
ecstasy os 200.3. 2 in craps, a roll of tout A homophonic pun - two, 


tuxedo; tux noun a strait jacket os, 9® 

TV noun a.tfihSV@tite UK. 2003 

TV parking noun king space exactly 

where you need it os rm 

TV rental noun 1 1 ranada ir. A r renceto high street 

business Granada Television Rentals ok mi 
TV-style noun in ,1 - rom behint i per nr 1 their hands and 
knees. An allusion to the fact that both participants are facing the 
same way and can watch television during sex t&WB 

TWA noun 1991 

twack verb 1 it, but buy 

nothing cawda, 1955 
twaddle noun nonsense uk m2 

twaknouni rub 2 louthAfrica, im 

twally noun al ll I fool. Gla III TLAND, 199t 

twang vert ► twang the wire (of a male) to masturbate Australia, 


twanger noun 1 the penis Fiji. 1994. 2 a citizens' band radio antenna 


twangie boy noun 1 1 1 n | ute. A tern ined t 

novelist Robert Campbell OS rasz 

twat noun 1 the vagina uk 2 a woman uk ewe 3 a promiscuous 
homosexual man os, 1937. 4 used as an abusive epithet for 
someone you would' otherwise call a cunt. From the sense 'the 
vagina' uk 1929. 5 an unfortunate 01 difficult situation; an 
unpleasant taskpai’jasiteJl. A logical extension of the previous:. 

twat verb to hit someone iJk 1999 

twat 'there we are then', used to (reluctantly) acknowledge an 
oecurtefta. Acronym in use by south Wales police uk 2001 


TWAT The War Against Terrorism An unfortunate acronym, 
.highlighted on BBC Radio 4 panel game The News Quiz, October 
2001. Subsequently, some broadcasters began using 'The WarfSfn 
Terrorism', inviting TWOT. twat (the vagina) and 'twot' are 
synonymous uk. mi 

twat around verb to make a mess of 

something; to inconvenience someone uk 2002 
twat bubble noun n mptible [ 1 in ffensive and insulting 

twatch verb to c lely Canada. 1999 

twat chat noun talking about sex from the female perspective; also 
used as a rar%^trne for-jfte Vagina Monologues by Eve Ensler; 
m 20m 

twat-hooks noun the finger the hanr From rn image based on 
twat (the vagina). Heard by Partridge on the BBC, 18th January 

ifffSuiim 

twatmagnoun i porn raphic ma in il if l itures naked 
women. A combination of twat (the vagina), probably not twat (a 
ifbol), with mag (a magazine) ok 1996 
twat off! go away! uk 2000 
twatted adjective drunk or drug-intoxicated uk eu< 
twattery noun jk 2002 

twatting adjective used as an intensifier uk id® 
twattoo noun a tattoo on the female pubis; a tattoo of 
'Unfashionable design uk, ms 

twatty adjective i foolish, idiotic uk 2000. 2 unpleasant uk 2002 
tweak noun in ontact with a 

rook,, rqftqrstump W m2 

tweak verb 1 to bend us. 1990. 2 in computing or electronics, to make 
a minor adjustment us, m3. 3 to use methamphetamines. The 
spelling 'tweek’ is also used us, m6 

tweak and freak verb ecting meth- 

dmphetamme us, im 

tweaker; tweeker noun a user of methamphetamine or amphet¬ 
amines US. 1989 
tweaks noun oif^cocslrte 
twee adjective affectedly dainty, over-refined uk 1905 
tweed; tweeds noun marijuana. Contraction of 'the weed’, thus 
't'weed', 'tweed' us, ms 

Tweed Curtain noun an in 1 II , mil een Oak Bay and 
Greater Victoria, British- Columbia Canada m 
tweedl enoun 1 ifid 1 1 I 1 h I 1 rnterfeit such as fake 

jewellery or, in the 'whisky tweedle', a 30-gallon barrel containing 
oniy-a quart of alcohol is sold in the stead of a genuine purchase 

tweedle vert to operate the f e II r inf lence trick, exchanging a 
genuine purchase for avfilke uk, lass 
tweedler noun 1 1 toler ehicle offered fo in honest sale uk 1977. 

2 a very minor or petty confidence trickster uk 1959 

tweeds noun 11 2 especially a suit us. 


tweek verb ► to get tweeked to be knocked from your surfboard 
and then be pummel ed by the ocean us, ms 
t wee ke r nounf)»jd®^a#TOdn& 

tweetie noun an effeminate male An imitation of a lisped 'sweetie' 
and an aferbo to Tweetie Pfe^a cartoon character Ofthe 1990s 
and 60s us, 1968 

Tweety Bird noun a tablet of MDMA, the recreational drug best 
known as ecstasy, identified by an embossed icon of Warner Bros' 
animated character Tweety Pie UK km 

twelve noun 

twelve inch rule noun a fool. Rhyming slang uk 1992 
twelve-ounce curls noun drrhlliihgilbeer us, 798s 
twelver noun a twelve-pack of beer us, 1997 
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twennie noun a twenty-dollar dose of crack cocaine us, 1989 

twenties noun 

twenty; 20 noun 1 a twenty-pound note uk 1999. 2 a location. 

Citizens' band radio slang us, 1975 
twenty-cent bag noun twenty dollars' worth of a drug os tfe 
twenty-cent rock noun crack cocaine worth $20 us 1991 
twenty-five noun LSD. I rom the slightly more formal LSD-25, from 
the most forma D-Lysergic Acid Diethlamide us. 1966 
twenty-four hours noun a homemade alcoholic beverage made 
with sugar, yeast, water and jjBtaurmgfUf 1997 
twenty-four seven adverb >see: 24/7 

twenty-nine noun ► she's a twenty-nine this morning usually 

of a wife, very angry or upset < anada, 1999 

twenty-one days in the county jail noun in poker, a hand 
consisting of three sevens us ms 
twenty rock noun oackdgg&iheps 2003 

twenty spot; twenty spotter noun a twenty-pound! fliirtf, Adopted 
directly from US currency uk. 1976 
twenty stretch noun a 1 ent nr pr 1 entence uk. 2001 
twenty-twenty adjective good-looking; attractive Punning, leaping 
from 'seeing well' to 'good-looking' us, 1947 
twenty-twenty hindsight noun the ability to see clearly what 
should have been done us, m2 

twenty-two carat; twenty-four carat adjective genuine, first-class 
igurative application o' gold standards; 'twenty-four carat' from 
1900, 'twenty-two carat' since 1962 uk m2 
twerp; twirpnoun an idiot, a fool, a despicable person uk, 1,974 
twerpy adjective idiotic, ftrolishittg'#/ 
twice-and-a-half truck noun a 2.5 ton, trublc&t. im 
twice as cold as zero adjective ve-y cold I lie arithmetic impossi¬ 
bility tends an ironic charm to the expression us rm 
twice pipes noun 

twicer noun a two-year prison sentence uk, 1974 
twicicles-as-nicicles noun the icle used on in advertising 
slogan and a vague aural similarity uk 2002 
twiddle noun 1 1 iter keyboard us, 

1983. 2 in fencing, a circu at parry uk 1988 
twig noun 1 a I 1 I “II il III I ill I 11 rigin UK 1981. 2 a 

match (usually in the plural) Used by borstal boyswc rsw. 

3 marijuana us, 1970. 4 cocaine, amptletamines or any other central 
nervous system stimulant us, am. 5 in sports betting, a half-point 
increment in the pointspread us, aw. ► drop off the twig; fall 
off the twig to 6\e Australia, tm 

twig verb i to i e ih e methin li n the I lete sense (to watch); 
Wimatety from Engltjh dialect twick i^'fiincft}, especially in the 
sense do arrest' uk am. 2 10 probe your eye or your anus to 
Mis#, an irritation uk, mz 
twilight verb Mipse yourself in a daydream us, 1974 
twilight zone noun 1 in drag racing, the state of travelling at 
extremely high speeds us m ; 2d railway employment, the period 
■pf waiting for promotion frofttfinjis&n to driver uk m 
twilly noun a wc iromiscuous one us. 

twin noun in hot rodding, an engine with iwo cylinders us, am 
twin caper noun a-dQBb)s datei4, -869; 
twinfinnouni 1 ill 1 I th t fins Australia, 19*5 
twin fins noun in craps, two fives us m3 

twink noun 1 an imosexual male us 

1968 . 2 a new military recruit us 19; 3 a coward us m2. 4 a 
Ipdrtlent, the merest measure of timeaQ/iginally, 'a -wmkM-SM 
eye’, a 'twinkling' uk, nu 

twinkie noun 1 inform to peer- 

group expectations ay 1998. 2,1 person who is profoundly out of 


touch with reality 1 is m. 3 an Asian-American who embraces the 
dominant white culture in an attempt to curry feydur. An allusion 
id a Hostess™ dessert cake that is yellow an the outside and whte 
on the inside us ms. 4 a youthful, sexua Iv inexperienced male 
who is the object of an older homosexual's desft|L i T , hisf»lli’f!g 
'twlsky' is also used us 

twinkies noun car wheel rims us, 2003 

twinkles used as a verbal talisman when two people say the same 
thing a$p£same time us, 1993 

twinkle star noun in trucking, an International Harvester Transtar 
model truck us, 19m 

twinkle-toes noun 1 a dan e 11 1 I 1 nickname or term of 
endearment us 1975. 2 a youthful, effeminate homosexual man us 


twinkling noun iler ipplause mi both hand md wiggling your 
fingers, with your open palms facing the recipient of the gesture 

twins noun 1 Hi i nen having - ith ne man or with each 
other for the pleasure of the man us 1977. 2 a woman's breasts us, 
*01. 3 the fists us raw 

twins adverb ► go twins to go on a double date us, 1959 
twirl noun 1 a ke> especially a skeleton t ruse a burglar twirls 
it as he uses it uk 1879. 2 a prison officer. I ron the sense as 'a key' 


twirling noun th ning betting slip for 

a losing one. In use among bookmakers uk i960 
twirly noun an elderly bus passenger. An elision of 'too early', from 
the high incidence of such passengers wishing to use their free 
bus passes too early tic tm 

twist noun i a girl Australia, tvs 2 the passive, 'feminine' member of 
a lesbian relationship us, i wo. 3 a marijuana cigarette. The paper 
end is twisted to prevent the loss of its contents us 1920. 4 a small 
bag or paper wrap of heroin uk 200. . 5 a turn 10 buy drinks in a 
group of people drinking Ireland, 1991. 6 severe pressure or coercion 
to do something 1996. 7 a multiple bet, gambling on three different 
horses in separate races in ,1 total of seven bets More popularly 
kpown as a patent uk 2m. ► around the twist eccentric, crazy 

NEW ZEALAND, 2002 


twist verb i to cheat i mil i le me Australia, 1956. 2 to arrest 
someone us 1953. 3 to spend time in jail or prison us 1971. 4 to roll 
a marijuana cigarette us, ms. 5 in pool, to apply spin to a shot to 
affect the course of the object bal or the cue ball after it hits the 
object ball us. uuo ► twist a braid to say goodbye us, 1993. 

► twist a dream ► twist 

her tail to stab i car or t 1 lerat udden m2 ►twist 
your arm tnp“ uadi meone trictl < >er uade someone by 
threat, but often jo&Jaf uk , 1953 

twist! a derisive u ... mpanies the offensive gesture 

Of a raised (piddle finger uk, ga? 

twist 'n' go adjective >m the handlebar 

throttle on such machines UK 2004 
twist and twirl; twist noun a girl. Rhyming slang os, mg 
twisted adjective 1 perverted us, ms 2 drunk or drug-intoxicated us, 

twister noun i a key us 1940. 2 an individual who prepares marijuana 
cigarettes us, res, 3astrongdrug injection, especially a combi¬ 
nation of heroin and; cocaine us, 1959 ' 

twistie noun 

twistum noun a marijuana cigarette An elaboration of twist us, ms 

twist up verb to roll a marijuana cigarette us, 1997 

twisty noun a devious, e 

twisty adjective odd, strange UKs&si 

twit noun an inept and ineffectual person VVidev popularised by UK 
radio comedy The Goons (1951 -60) and celebrated by Monty 
Python's Flying Circus in 'The Upper-Class Twit,Of the Year' sketch 
( 1970 ) UK 1934 


twit verb to tease 


'taunt someone uk tsm- 
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twitch noun i a prostitute us. m2. 2 a personal pleasure us. mi. 3 a 
bird-watching trip. Bird-watchers' slang, from the observation that 
many bird-watchers do twitch with excitement ok 1977. 4 in 
hospital usage, a hypochondriac us. 1994 
twitcher noun 1 III itcher. Bir it h m Originally from 
'■t|e observation that many bird-watchers do.twitch with 
excitement and applied only to excitable members of the bird-- 
watching oammunity, now well known and applied generally UK, 
1977. 2 anyone with a pedantic interest in, and an obsessive 
knowledge df, a sfrecilte topic. Extended frofftfts sense in- the bird- 
watching world uk 2003 

twitching; twitchin’ adjective excellent US 1993 
twitchy adjective i agitated, ner u restle inxious uk 1374. 2 in 
moioi ,icing, r icvTg r 1 ■ >1 ky (-i 0ddei 1 aismor ;- -. 
twittering adjective 1 iii II I 1 I >f the menstrual 

cycle. A schoolgirl term {A 195s 
twitting adjective n pi II I i In- able (.OS, 7959 


twizzle; twizzle-about verb to rotate; to twirl; to twist something 
into a twirl shape uk, ms 

two noun an act of oleiecal naa An abbreviation of number two 
TRtfjlfflP AND TOBAGO. 2003 >see: TWO SHOT, TWO STRETCH. ► giz a 
two used t i ►in two in bar 

dice games, to make a hand in two rolls of Hie dice us. 1971. ► in 
two-twos instantly trinidadand tobago. 1990 
two; two up verb to share a cell with one other prisoner ijk 199 6 
two-0 noun a twenty-dollar note us, 19® 

two and a juice no, 

two and eight noun • ifusir 1 m it I if 1- -a, an emotional 
state; drunk, RhyiTiing .steflg for state uk 
two and two noun cocaine us, nn 

two bad boys from Illinois noun in craps,j&VMSwo us. ms. 
two-bit adjective inconsequential; of no note. 'Two bits' represented a 
quarter of a dollar, a small sum; most youftg@r speakers who tee 
•ifee term would not be familiar with its monetary roots os, issj 
two bits noun 1 a small amount ( is, 1 @9. 2 twenty-five dollars. An 
example of the 'cent = dollar' mechanism in drug slang os, 1968. 

3 twenty-five thousand dollars us me 
two bobnoun Hi- urn 1 lillir - 1 I 1 nal currency was 

introduced in 1966 , used for the sum of twenty cents Australia, 

1934. ► have two bob each way to have all contingencies 
working for you, to hedge your bets Australia, 1973 
two bob adjective in -11 r, rubbisl isel Derive from Australian 
similes such as ‘ 4 jp% as a two bob watch'; explained by CIA, 
Wilkes in A Dictionary of Australian Colloquialisms, 1978 , as the 
sum of money most often used in derogatory expressions of 
worth. A bob is 'a shilling' in pre-decimal curndw^Sp for what it's 
worth, 5 c in Australia). It compares witt-jlglS two bit and UK 'two 
penny' Australia, 1944 

two bob bit noun 1 11 1 lural iia 1 1 hyming slang for 


two-bob lair noun a pt-i 11 I ire - ll hi- but cheaply 

Atisfmm, im 

two-bob piece; two-bob bit noun a two-shilling coin. After the 
introduction of decimal currency in 1966, used for a 20-cent piece 
AUSTRALIA, 1956 

two-bob watch noun a cheap, poorly made watch. Used 
metaphorically Australia, 19 «. ► go off like a two-bob watch 
(of a woman) to be an astoundingly good sexual partner Australia, 


two-bottle jump; two-quart jump noun a relatively Iona move 
between performances US, 1973 

two-bug noun in I era 1 mine erienced j I ey with a weight 
allowance of seven pounds us, 1990 
two bulb noun a police squad at Ireland, 2005 
two-by-four noun a sma I I louse 1 arbados, ms 

two-carbon abuser noun , Alcohol has 

two cartoon tg 19/9 


two cents' worth; two cents noun a personal opinion, advice or 
point of view us, wo 

twocker; twok; twoc noun a criminal who takes (usually a vehicle) 
without owner's consent; occasionally, someone who is suspected 
.-iSf dishonesty m, im 

twockingnoun hide) without 

owner's consent UK 199 6 

two dots and a dash noun the male genitals us 1964 
two'd up adjective applied fa two inmates in a prison cell ijk ms 

twoer noun 1 anyti . prised I 1 - ned as, two uk, 1899. 

2 two hundred pounds uk 1970 

twofer noun 1 a of something 

when only one is expected or paid for. A shortening and 
corruption of 'two-for-one'; originally applied to a pair of theatre 
tickets ftSstfor the price of one, and then picked up in more 
general use us me. 2 in American casinos, a chip worth $2.50 us 

two-fingered adjective .he offensive v-sign 

gesture uk, 1999 

two foot table eater noun an active participant in oral sex. West 
'• Indian and UK use, recorded in August 2002 Jamaica, m2 
two-for-one noun 1 double credit for time served in prison by 
Inmates with jobs 01 positions as prison trustees us. 1972 . 2 100% 
interest uk 1996 

two-four noun i - i f beer a itaining 24 l i I- This term is the 
universatBanadian designator for the item, though 'case' ms*.- ‘ 
somkimeSjiTiean 'the box of 1 Z vs w$ 
two-four-seven adverb at all times - twenty-four hours a day, seven 
days a week. A variation of 24/7 uk 2000 
TWOG noun ome 1 ho tra to underdeve ped countries and 
seeks to become a part of meanest level of local society. An 
imperfect acronym for ‘ptird World Groupie', used by while 
Zimbabweans Zimbabwe, 2000 

two-in-one noun cocaine and heroin mixed for injection together us. 

two in the glue noun in a car or truck, a two-speed automatic trans¬ 
mission US, 1993 

two lamps burning and no ship at sea used'fof ‘describing the 
ultimate in wastefulness us, m 3 
two man noun e nil 1 nansl tighter us ns 2 
two men and a dog a very small crowd NbffiHjJj ©, 2002 
two minutes noun a 
twomp noun twenty dollars Us, m 
twomp adjective costing twenty dpMgtt %iis. 2001 
twomping noun a beating, a uk ms 

twonk noun a >m. 

two-o noun a twenly-dollar chunk of crack cocaine us, rats 

two-o-eight noun I unfitness us, ms 

twopenny-farthing adjective of little worth, unimportant A 
devaluation of tuppenny ha'penny uk 1959 
two pennyworth; twopenneth noun an opinion. From convert* 
tional sense (a small amount, hence a small contribution) uk ms 
two-percenter noun >see: one-percenter 
two pi noun the number of years consumed completing a doctoral 
itsesisus, mi 

two-pipenoun i I I I ill I ll I un US, 1949 
two-pot screamer noun a person who gets drunk on very3®ti. 
■alcohol Atismm issa 

two-pump chump noun :h 

stimulation us 2004 

two rolls and no coffee noun in craps, a roll of seven on the first 
roll after establishing your point. A pun orn'tollf with the player 
Bgre losing after two rolls us, 1949 

twosnounithe e 11 rndin il r level 1 1 prison uk 19%. 2 a 
share uk im. ► all the twos House or 
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Housey-Housey calling, the formula 'all the* announces a double 
number uk 1943 

twos and blues noon a two-lone horn and flashing blue light used 
tfc Signal a policeyiiMcle travelling urgently uk 2002 
twos and fews noun 1 1 la 1.. ition notes or loose change us, 

two-seater noun two people at 

twosey noun an act of defecation Australia, 1995 
Two Shades of Soul noon the 173rd Airborne Brigade, US Army. So 
named because of the amicable relations between black and white 
soldiers in the unit the first major US combat unit sent to 
Vietnam US. im 

two shot; two noun in the television and film industries, a shot of 
two actors facing each other, each taking up half the screen us. 1977 
twosky noon twt hundred dollar Fhe 1 hi is purely 
decorative us. r 994 


two snaps up! 1 pr in ppr il. A itchphrase from 
the television programme In Living Color us, mo 
two-spirited adjective applied t< h n isexi rl esbian, bisexual or 
transgendered Native Americans I irst used among Native 
Americans of transgendered people only, it has also been 
offensively applied to half-breeds and those who have adopted 
white culture Canada, im 

two-step noun the h 1 er n u I ml per, found and 
feared in Vietnam. So named because of the belief - false but 
vivid - that thf-'-venom is so toxic th#lf Jttffi person befctfe.ttsef' 
$in take two steps afterbeing bitten us mi 
two stretch; two noun a two-year sentence of imprisonment. A 
multiple of stretch (a year's sentence) UK Jse. 
two’s up adjective Inn especiall i i i u Used in borstals and 

detention centres uk, ms 

twot noun an ahu pithet 1 meone u ould otherwise call 
a ctioi A variant spelling (originally pronunced in a sirhfetfi" 
manner) of twat (the vagina). As time has passed the 
pronunciations have separated uk 1999 

two-thirds of five-eighths of fuck all noun almost nothing. From 
the final line of ‘1 hie young man of Bengal imerick. A recorded 
song based on the variation 'two thirds of four fifths of fuck pli* 
was released in the UK in 2005 tayhlyor BrggunA»M*A(4»ra.r»s 
two-thirty adjective II il III I ill 11 hi dirty'UK I960 

two-time verb irtner without 

’V||e: knowl edge of the partner(s); to be .uflfelthfuil us, 1924 
two-timer noun aerson or a 


two-timing woman noun a type of bet in an illegal numbers game 
lottery us, 19& '". '" 

two-toilet adjective used of an ash immigrant relatively well-off 
economically and straying fromfifjnrish cultural ties that bind. A 
term coined in,Boston and rarely used elsewhere us 1x0 
two-two noun a prostitute Canada, rm 

two-upnoun i a gesture that is used to insult or otherwise cause 
Offence ftie forefinger and the middle finger are extended to 


iStefi a V shape, with the palm turned in towards the gesturer uk 
Scotland, 1985. 2 a gambling game in which iwo pennies are tossed 
frorma ; ,sfnalI flat bat Australia, im 


two-up school noun a place at which a two-up game is held; a 
group of people playing two-up Australia, kbz 
two-way noun a position for mutual, simultaneous oral sex between 
two people, or the a;.: itself especially when advertised as a service 
offered by a prostitute UK iom 

two-way adjective H I i mi il ii r attraction that can be 
operated either legitimately or hi a crooked fashion us 1989 
two-way bondage noun a restriction of movement to facilitate an 
erotic encounler or sexual intercourse, especially when advertised 
as'a set^e offered and received by a prostitute uk gfe 
two-way man noun a male prostitute who is available for both anal 
and oral sex us, mi 

two-way watersports noun when used in a prostitute’s advertising, 
indicates that fhe prostitute is wii ing both lo 'innate over the 
client, and be urinated upon. A specification of water sports (ftps 
practice ef Snd uralgma) uk wcb 
two-wire noun an electronic technician. US Navy usage us, ms 
two words, three effs i i , i i mi i , i , i i m 
;#etf if out? uk, 2000 

twozee verb to defe ite Children < bulai iidad and tobago, 
twunt noun a despicable person, an idiot A blend of cunt and twat 


TX II 2003 

txt verb to send a text message. A new vocabulary of abbreviations, 
■# which this is probably the most recognisable, has grown rapidly 
as texting becomes evermore popular and mobile phone 
companies pifttbenumber of characters subscribers may use uk 

tyke noun i npudent or 

mischievous; a youth Probably from the sense as ‘a dog' uk mox 
2a Yorkshireman. Origina y pejorative, u timately from the sense 
as 'a dog'; now in general use, and adopted with pride by yorkshire 
people; Barnsley foottilSlub is nicknamed The Tykes' uk about 
i7oo. 3a rough, ill-mannered fellow uk northern Ireland, /go,. 4a 
Roman Catholic. Probably Northern Ireland English Taig Australia, 
1902. 5 a scruffy dog; a mongrel. Now widely used as a pet name 


typenounupei n - K i ill 'iv l i stated or implied character. 
Colloquial uk 1922 


typer noun a typewTitsnus, m2 

typewriter noun 1 1 machine un 2 1 I hter a boxer. 

Rhyming slang uk mi. 3 fhe push-button automatic transmission 
on a Dodge car us isss 

typewriter commando noun a soldier assigbetfeto clerical .iepjfoft 
duty for from combat us, 1947 
typewriter jockey noun a stenographer or typist us. raeo 
typist noun in a de < | lying car< a queen i/s,/9ss 
typo noun a typographical err it pi, ims 

tyrannosaurus rex; tyrannosaurus noun sex. Rhyming slang uk ms 
Tyrone noun a potent strain of marijuana us, ms 








Uu 


Ubangi noun a black person. us i?;® 

U-barrel noun i I ii_“ teel drum i e I I i < > e ling urine where 
there »itt&lumbi ng Antarctica, 200$ 
liber-; uber -prefix super-high in quality or degree. Adopted directly 
from German preposition uber (over, above), combines to form 
words that exceed the norm us. 1992 
UBI doctors' shorthand for the facetious diagnosis: unexplained beer 
i§yp Medical slang uk ara 

uc dai loi; ouc-dai-loi noun fdtannijthe Vietnam conflict) an 
Australian soldier I rom Vietnamese Spelt with much variation 
AUSTRALIA, WfE ’ 

U cunt nickname lly a cut and 

paste by disgruntled employees, then adopted by the magazine's 
cofWJSfetition uk, 20f 

udder noun 1 the fen lie breast riginall if rut 1708) in conven¬ 
tional or poetic use uk m 2 a despised, disrespected or foolish 
woman. Possibly a variation of cow; more likely to derive frorri • 
'udder' (the female breast) hence used here as a synonym for tit 
uk, 2001. 3a protruding paunch produced by too much beer 
dclhking. Recorded as a contemporary gay usage uk 2003 
u-ey; u-ee; yewie; you-ee noun a u-turn am'- 
uggies noun a pair of Ugg™ boots Australia. 2003 
ughly adjective uglier than tagty £$.1966 

ugly as a hatful of arseholes adjective especially ug\yA ustralia, 1971 
ugly as fuck adjective very ugly US, I 9 s 9 

ugly Australian noun an 

yobbo AUSTRALIA , 1974 

ugly sister noun a blister. Rhyming slang uk, 1992 
ugly stick noun a notional stick with which a person has been 
beaten in order to. make ihenf ugly us,, fa® 

UgS noun >see: HUGS AND KISSES 

uh-oh used in recognition of trouble us, 2001 

Uh-Uh adverb no US, 1924 

UIC ski team noun unemployed winter skiers Canada, 19® 
uke noun a ukulele us. wiif 

ukelele noun on ivel us, 1977 

UKG noun British gangsta music and culture. An abbreviation of 
Unite#,kingdom Gangsta uk 2002 
Ukrainian peanut noun a sunflower seed Canada, 1937 
ultimate noun in 1 1 Jed ermir I ised in idvertising for sex¬ 
ual contact, fp sexual intercourse uk 2m 
ultimate xphoria noun MDMA, the recreational drug best known as 
ecstasy uk 2003 

Ulysses noun !$$$$«£ 1968 

-urn suffix .I ded to words to give the impression of English as 
spoken by an American Indian us, 194s 
um and ah verb hr 1 te to be uncertain I m the vocal sounds 
that may accompany hesitation UK 2000 

umbrella noun 1 

Rhyming slang foi fellai i, fella /1/ 10,3 2 in the television and 
film industries, a'reflector used to bounce light onto a subject us 

umpteen noun ai in 1 1 I 1 number uk 1918 

umpteenhundred noun I 

indefinite ttuteos 1988 

umpteenth; unteenth adjective used of a great but unspecific 
number or amount uk 191s 


una adjective one Emm Italian uno i.jk, 1996 
unass verb 1 1 >ur immediate 

location us, mz. 2 to knock someone out of a sitting position us. 


1 cheap, shoddy, unimpressive jewellery. The opposite of 


unbutton verb to three o- rip open a sate us cm. ► unbutton the 

mutton t TRALIA, 1971 

unc noun tit uii A r 1 ill 1 n term of address Australia, 1946 
uncle noun 1 a pawnbroker uk izx. 2 a person who buys stolen 
goods from criminals («, 19,50. ► cry uncle; say uncle; holler 
uncle to adrift defeat; to beg it.' mercy. I rom Irish anaas! 
tetetcists 

uncle verb to acl From uncle 


uncle and aunt noun a plant. Rhyming slangjtetTs® 
unclear on the concept adjective completely and dramatically ignor- 
.teftt about a particular subject us, ms 
Uncle Bert noun a shift Rhyming slangi*r mi 
Uncle Bertie adjective an t | lly if only tern; tartly; character¬ 
istically ill-tempered. Rhyming slang for shirty; extended Mpt 

UNCLE BERT (a Shir|«C 1992 

Uncle Bill noun i Bill' UK. 1962 

Uncle Bloody noun the bleed period of Hie menstrual cycle us. 2001 
Uncle Bob noun 1 a police offeer uk ms. 2 the penis. Rhyming 
slang.for knob uk 1992 

Uncle Charles; Uncle C noun cocaine m.2m 


Uncle Charlie noun 1 tsed a t representati 1 1 the dominant 
white culture in the US us. m3. 2 among truckers using citizens' 
band radio, the Federal Communications Commission us fizsi 
3 the Viet Cong us, ms 

Uncle Charlie is visiting; my Uncle Charlie is visiting am 

experiencing menstruation us, 2001 

Uncle Daniel noun 1 1 It" ..ng 1 deceptivt normal-looking car 

that has been modified and enhanced for speed us, ms 
Uncle Dick noun il m >er -I ming langf t prick 
Uncle Dick; dickey; dickie adjective sick. Rhyming slang uk m0 
Uncle Fred noun I 1 id. Rhyming slar neral hildish uk 1932 
Uncle Ho noun Ho Chi Minhg$;@7S 
Uncle Joe noun Joseph'StSm uk m 3 
Uncle Junk noun heroin Elaboration of junk (heroin) us, ms 

Uncle Lester noun 1 hild mole er ... dang uk 2002 

Uncle Mac noun 1 )m 'Children's 

Favourites' radio presenter Uncle Mac (Derek McCulloch), BBC 
Light Programme, 1954-67 uk 1992 2 heroin Rhyming slang for 
smack, extended from the earlier, more innocent use as ‘a sm^P 

Uncle Miltie nickname Milton Berle, US comedian of vaudeville, 
radio and television 0908-2002) Berle was also known as Mr 
Television: us, 1968 

Uncle Miltynoun iMi/fown™, a branded tranqoilSIpf'.fAS im 

Uncle Ned noun a bed -Rhyming slang uk, 192s 

Uncle Sam noun the US federal government US 1950 

Uncle Sid noun LSD. A play on the second syllable of acid (LSD) uk 

UncleTomnoun 1 black p n wi 1 11 1 urfrom biles 

.through obsequious, fawning behaviour. In recent 



Uncle Tom | unload 
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Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas has attracted the Urttj§. 
Tom' label more than any other black American, in part dSt'-tfe 
the irresWble Tom-Thomas pun us, 

Uncle Tom verb (used of a black person) to iry to curry favour with 
white people by obsequious behaviour us, 1937 

Uncle Willie adjective 1 2 I 

Wytlj'irig slang uk, 1961 

unco adjective i clum i I ill i i or 'i rerdinated' Australia, 
1996. 2weirditiSSMUA 19% 

uncommon horn noun an 11 1 ill urg 1 < ual ippetite uk 2001 
uncool adjective table; tending 

tctsStjS fa your feelings moreftban ts pruderfeef advisable us, f953 
un-cred adjective unfashionable. The antonym of cred (acceptible to 

uncunt verb to wlthdra he r n rom a oman vagina us, mi 
uncut adjective not cireumcis^.WS 1957 

under noun sexual Inter urse The I tion f the sexual organs: 

fopdfr-a body' or, perhaps, 'ured^r a swrf uk 
under adjective a ;ainst drug- 

intoxication UK 20m 

underage adjective in I 1 I used e rit e the not-yet- 
perfected performance of a trick or manoeuvre us 1995 

under-arm adjective pornographic UK, im. 

underchunders noun underpants I mm 'underwear' and chunder 
('vomit), because they are revoltingAtisrsiw; mss 
undercover adjective used of a racehorse, trained in secret us 195/ 

undercrackers noun underpants UK 1997 
underdaks noun underpabtSAUffiwyi uass 
underdungers noun underpants neWMaiahd, mi 

under four eyes; under two eyes adjective face to face ||H 
AND TOBAGO, 1990 

underground noun a hidden counter culture. Usually In a political 
context, although in the 1960s also in a cultural context us 1935 
underground mutton noun rabbit meat Australia. 1919 
undergunned adjective having too small a surfboard for the surf 
conditions austraua, 1989 

underlook verb > with grave doubt 

BARBADOS, 1965 

underpass noun anus. Rhyming 

slang for arse and appropriate imagery uk, 2003 
under-stain noun the bleed period of the menstrual cycle. A 

im 

under starter's orders adjective arrested Criminal and police slang, 
fibre (horse racing uk 1959 

undertaker noun I naker who will only a< -pt bets at odds 
under these offered by his IpjsiSpetitran Australia. 1939 
under the affluence of incohol drunk. A deliberate spoonerism, 
probably Australian but post-war UK comedians are worthy of con¬ 
sideration AUSTRALIA 1984 

under-the-arm adjective no good, inferior; loathsome. Implies that 
; fie abject described is a stinker uk msosto i9eos 
underwhelm verb 1 1 e little in interest in someone. Jocular. 
Now included; ih the Oxford Engftsh Dictionary uk. 1956 

under yonder noun the anus us, 

undies noun undu ir. Abbr ia I 11 rwear In the UK, applied 
mast'commonlyto women's underwear; in. Australia to men's; in. 
teUB to children's uk 1906 

undressed adjective used 1 itizen band radi operated without 
a linear amplifier ys i?76 

unemployed noun the penis. Especially in the phrase shake hands 
WITH THE UNEMPLOYED AUSTRALIA, 1971 
unforgettable noun i i In tion l < ine heroin and valium 


unfragged adjective i aecifying the 

military objectives of the day. Vietnam war usage us, m6 
unfuckable adjective <ual partner 

.AUSTRALIA, 1979 

unfucked adjective re-ordered, having ordei brought out of chaos us, 
unglue verb in drag racing and hot redding, to blow up an engine us, 
unglued adjective Out Of CEBpOf US 7*0 

ungodly adjective i of time, unpleasantly early in the day uk i889. 

2 superlative us. 1974 

ungowa; ungowa bwanayes, affirmative, OK. Citizens' band radio 
slang us. 1976 

ungrateful adjective ill 11 1 I 1 ill 1 11 dies after heroic 

efforts to save his.life us. 1939 
unhinged adjective unsettled uk >719 

unholy adjective awful; outrageous uk 1342 
unhook verb to remove handcuffs uS,. m2 
unhook the U-haul! ‘hurry up!'. The image is cf unhooking a 
rental trailer that is slowing you down us, 1993 
uni noun 1 umvei ii 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 school uniform. 

Pronounced, 'unny' uk 1947 

uniboob noun a woman's chest clothed in a manner that presents 
the two breasts as a single entity us, Zx}i 
uniform nouni 1 uniformed poli officer, a distinguished from a 
detective in streel clothes us ;•••••■ 2 .1 member of the armed forces 


uniform tango noun an uncle tom f rom the military phonetic 
alphabet, UT us, 1991 

uninteresting adjective used of a computer problem, subject to 
being solved with enough time, not requiring creative problem- 
■ Solving skills m.10T 

Union Jack noun 1 a multiple bet on 9 selections. Named after the 
Union Jack flag which a schemata of the wager resemble^** 2001 
2 the back. Rhyming slang I he short form 'union' is also used uk 

Union Pacific noun 1 p I 1 I 1 1 I 1 mil ml 

■■pir. The sixes are (known as 'boxcars’, hence the railway .company 
name us, im 

unit noun 1 the pen the in ise m 1 I gives special 
meaning to the nickname 'The Big Unit' given to baseball pitcher 
Randy Johnson us 1 5. 2 the vagina us, 197s 
United Parcel Service noun 11 inphelaonn 1 lethamphetamine 
or other central nervous system stimulant. A forced formation: the 
initials UPS represent stimulants.ssi:.!B|si.(see upper) us, nTe 
units noun parei \ units'us, 1937 

University of a Billion Chinks nickname the University of British 
Columbia, in racist reference to the large student population of 
immigrants from South Asia Canada, 2001 
University of Freebies noun the Umve 11 ol riorida Back-for¬ 
mation from the initials i(%i, playing on the rote of athletics at the 
umvefttty us, xm 

university of hard knocks noun 1 11 pecially when valued 

against a university education An admixture of the cliches 

UNIVERSITY OF LIFE and SCHOOL OF HARD KNOCKS UK 1984 

university of life noun experience, especially when valued against a 
university education uk 1959 

unk-unk noun an unknown that is unknown or not even suspected. 
Aerospace usage t$,;im 

unleaded adjective 1 1 E 11 1 1 11 m the language of car 

fuel for application-to the. world Of coffee dMKks and, to a lesser 
-extent soft drinks us, 1996 

unload verb 1 

2 to punch someone; to beat someone. Probably from an earlier 
sense (to drop bombs) uk 1998. 3 in air combat, (0 accelerate us, 1990. 








677 


unotque | up there for thinking, down there for dancing; up here for thinking, down there for dancing 


4 on the railways, to end a work shift or to jump off a moving train 

•JH 1977 

unotque noun marijuana UK m3 

unprofessional, that's what you are used as a humorous if 
pomled insi.il Coined by =SPh,\ Ke'in Olbeonan to descnhe the 
fevel of iptey of strike-breaking, 'replacement' baseball players ii : 
1995 US. 1997 

unreal adjective excellent; exceptionally bad. Depends on context and 

Unrool adjective 
UNREAL AUSTRALIA, 1990 


unscrewed adjective out of control us, m2 
unsliced adjective not cifcuiflcisedos, 1988 

unteenth adjective >see: umpteenth 

until the wheels fall off adjective until a prison clique disbands; 

'-jdtimately loyal. Back-formation fripm a car (a clique) us rass 
untogether ud/ecr/Ve not in ontro ur per >nal condition; 
unable to get your mind and emotions undpr coptrol; disorganised 

untold adjective excel 11 ill I AUSTRALIA, 1979 

unfolds noun lots; re@z 

unwind verb to relax after a period of tension or stress UK, 1958 
up noun 1 a tablet of arnphei it lin methamj ret 11 nine or other 
central nervous system stimulant us. 1979. 2 an inspiration; an elev¬ 
ated mood us. i96i 3 in the used car business, a potential 
customer who has walked on to the sales forecourt us, 1975. ► on 
the up and up legitimate, honttShtus m3 
up verb i to start suddenly or boldly; to rise abruptly uk, wi. 2 to 
arouse or aggravate someone uk 2000. 3 to increase a bet in cards 
us, 1942. ► up it ► up sticks to pack up 

and go; to move. Originally nautica . from raising the mast prior to 
ifetting sail UK.iS77 

up adjective 1 happening going on 2 1 10 amiss UKim. 

3 successful us 1990. 4 under the influence of a drug, especially LSD 
and, later, MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy us. 

1966 . s pregnant trinidad and tobago. 1991. 6 used of waves, large. 
Giving rise to the cry, 'Surfs up!' us, r.w. 7 imprisoned us, 1975. 8 of 
food or drink, made, cooked, ready, served uk me 9 in the used 
Jwr business, next on the salesmen's rotation list to approach a 
potential customer who has walked onto the sales forecourt us, 

1975. loused of an actor in the television and film industries, 
unable to remember lines us 1977. 11 of a male, having sexual 
ilntercfitirsfrwith someone uk 1937 

up adverb 1 each 2 0 or up at AUSTRALIA, 

-up suffix i used to form adjectives and verbs with the meaning to 
be under, or put someone under, the influence of a drug', 2000. 

2 having adopted a stated sty e 01 characteristic Formed in combi¬ 
nation with a participial adjective uk 2004 
up against adjective conff$aed by a dif^iity us, m6 
up against it ; is% 

up against the wall I nln ed t mother; used for 

expressing power over otl ers A catch-phrase 01 the politically 
jjpdve m the'US 1960s, echoing;|fj§yice commandos, * 
up-and-down noun 1 ih's beer us, mi. 

2 sex us 1993. 3 in gamb ing, s type of conditional bet: a single- 
stakes-about or a double-stakes-about uk 2001 
up and down adjective hi I 1 plied to brown ale. 

Rhyming slang us, 1992 

up-and-downer; upper-and-downer noun a violent quarrel; a fifBf 


up and down of it noun ihe gist of something; ihe whole thing; 

the outcome of a situation uk 1994 
up and under noun I 1 ider. Rhymin 11 11 led from a rugby 

manoeuvre that became a popular catchphrase for BBC rugby 
league commentator Eddie Waring, 1910-86 uk 1998 


upchuck noun tuck' for the beef 

as well asiftie slang for Vomit' us, 1996 
upchuck verb to vomit US, 193f . 

up country adjective South Vietnam north of Saigon us, 1977 

up for it adjective ready to party uk 1999 

upfront adjective honest. Open, frank us 1970 

upful adjective I and UK black 

uphill gardening noun anal intercourse us ms- 
uphills noun dice that have been altered in a fashion that produces 
high numbers when rolled us m2 

upholstered adjective suffer in- 11 11 e nil transmitted infection 

Upjohn noun a tablet of Dexedrine™, Benzedrine™ or other central 
nervous system stimulant us 1971 

up jumped the devil! used for expressing dismay at the toss of a 
seven by a craps player trying to make his point us mo 
up north adverb to prsqrvtax 1989 

up on one adjective of a police officer, on a charge, standing accused 


upper noun an amphetamine or other central nervous system stimu- 
lahicis.isS; 

upper-class snob noun an act of oral sex, especially performed on a 
man. Rhyming slangfor blow job uk 2003 
upper-crust noun the upper classes; ihe higher circles of society uk 

upper deck noun the f|male,|rf8$!j;W, m7 

upper persuasion for lower invasion noun foreplay us, 1968 
uppie noun an amphetamine or other central nervous system stimu¬ 
lant. A variation of upper us, 1932 

Uppie noun a student fth hi 1 Por Elizabeth Formed on 
the initialism, by which the university is known, LJPE, Radio Uppie 
is the UPE student radio station south Africa, 1972 
uppity; uppidy adjective I cept one's 

place in society Originally coined by southern blacks, now widely 
usedt <4 

uprights noun the legs us. MS 

upsidaisyl; upsadaisy!; oops-a-daisy! used to tomftfta Bhifd 
who has fallen ovei and to lightly encourage a recovery uk m2 

upside preposition against us, w 

upskirtnoun a t pe eur m e ted t eein ' hat is beneath 
a woman's skirt us, ms 

upslice noun III ill i ll i I I ll in US, 2001 
upstairs adverb in poker, in the form of a raised bet us re». ► not 

right upstairs; short of a few rooms upstairs net completely 


upstate adjective 1 in prison us. n.u 2 murdered us, 2003 

upta adjective 11 II 1 I iginally short for up to 

putty, but now conceived of as short for up to shit Australia, 1918 

up the aisle noun woman kneels and 

the man enters her from behind. Rhyming slang for dog-style, 
combining a pun on 'a narrow passage' with an implication of 
marriage uk 2003 

up the in and out adjective u in pi 1 m l ruing slang for up 

up the Irons! used a i greetin 1 II een Iron Maiden 

fans. Collected from (err ol heavy meta music by Seamus 
O'Reilly, January 1995 us, ms 

up there Cazaly u it 1 1 I 1 1 1 luragement 

Originally a cry of support for Ron Cazaly (1893-1963), Australian 
Rules football player Australia, 1943 

up there for thinking, down there for dancing; up here for 
thinking, down there for dancing a catchphrase used as a 
jocular; demonstration of the speaker's grasp on anatofriy.UK, 1999 
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uptight adjective i nervous, anxious us, mm . 2 inhibited; narrow¬ 
minded; very correct and straightlaced us. ms 
up top noun 1 2 a woman's breasts, or 

the area of the breasts uk 2003 

uptown noun 1 a 1 rine. Upt .III pensive and glamorous, as 
is cocaine us, 19m. 2 in pool, the area at the head of the table us. 


uptown adjective upscale,■pfOSpafOUS-«£; I'm 
up west; up West noun the West End ot London, Originally as 
viewed from the East End, subsequently used throughout suburbia 
regardless tfftfiecernpasst|5 #9 

up you! used as in - I 11 1 1 1 itempt On ion or defiance; a 
euphemism for 'fuck you!' Often accompanied by, or used 
instead of, the raised middle finger gesture which carries thfc-Same 
meaning, Apparently not recorded before 1984 but, suiely, nwch 
earlier uk im 

up you for the rent! damn ytyMA ustralia, m 
up your alley! used a, id mi ( ret 1 A euphemism for up 
YOUR ASS/ARSEl UK, 1976 

up your giggy! ptuous rejection. 

A : I CIGGY ',he anus) 1 AN ADA, 1961 

up your nose with a rubber hose used as a general purpose, 
nonsensical insult A signature line of Vinnie Barbarino, played by 
John Travolta, on the television comedy Welcome Back, Kotter 
(ABC, 1975-79), Repeated with referential humour us, 1979 
up yours! used 1 in expression 1 ntempt rejection, or derision. 

A shortening of up your ass/arsei uk fs% 
urban surfing verb >see: train-surfing 
urger noun a racecourse tipster Australia, 1919 
Uriah Heepnoon 1 1 bje ionable ri tplea int person; a dull or 
insignificant person. Rhyming slang for creep, formed from a 
character in Qhaftes Dickens' David Copperfield, 1849 uk 1992 
urine express noun an elevator in a public housing development. 
New York police slarig us. 1997 

urine-stained adjective not good enough; not socially acceptable us. 


us adjective my. Too widely used to be simply a dialect of northern 
England uk 19m 

US adjective not in working order A military abbreviation ot 
'unserviceable', 'useless', and/or up to shit uk, 1942 


us pronoun me. Queen Elizabeth II is. often derided tor referring to 
herself as 'we' (known as the 'royal we'); this is the 'working-class 

use verb 1 to use drugs, especially addictive drugs such as heroin. 
Used without an object. A euphemism, but one which is crysfif’ 
clear in slang context us, 1 >71. 2 to enjoy something (if only you 
could get the methin In ished f t ► use your 

loaf to act intelligently, t 

► use yourself 1111 2 to use physical 

violence; to fight. By elision from 'use yourself as a weapon' uk, 

used beer department noun used coffee 

department’ and the like for office settings us ms 
useful adjective 1 good, capable; effective, satisfactory UK ms. 

2 competitive Ireland, mi 

useful as an ashtray on a motorbike adjective useless AusniAiiA, 

useless as tits on a boar; useless as tits on a boar hog; 
useless as tits on a bull adjective ineffectual, serving no useful 
BtiEpedeotsca, mi 

useless smile noun i ed for d ribing hr I ippy, vacant facial 
expression of someone under the influence of LSD us. 1994 
user noun 1 a drug addicl uk ;vg. 2 a person who exploits others for 
•JtfeSjjffWHhgain AUSTRALIA, 1978 
ush verb to work as an usher In a theatre us. mi 
US of A noun 11 ie in-I tate Ameri - n iat inn of the con¬ 
ventional abbreviations US and U5ftg%,»d' 

USP noun amphetamines; MDMA, the recreational drug best known 
as ecstasy uk 2003 

uta adjective m abundantetes, m6- 
ute noun a utility truck Australia, 1943 
utensil noun a char iberpot 1 \nd tobago, im 

utilities noun 1 ..I 1 fatigues us, 1991 

U-turn noun a reversal of political policy. From motorists' jargon UK 

UVs noun sun rays An abbreviation of ‘ultra-violet sun rays' us, ms 
UYB noun an uppity yankee bitch The southern US view of some 
women us, 19m 

Uzi noun a pipe used for smoking crack cocaine us. 1994 
uzzfay noun a police officer Pig Latin for fuzz us, ms 
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V noun i Valium™ us. 1984 2sildenafi citrate marketed as Viagra™, an 
anti-impotence drug taken recreationally for performance 
enhancement, in combination with other chemicals that stimulate 
the sexual appetitest ik, 2000. 3 a V-sign uk 2002. 4 a visit us, 2002. s a 
five year prison sentmoe.’iF^tn the Roman numeral for five us. 

1945. 6 five sfiprs os 1952. rmarijuafnCtS » 
v adjective very Upper-class society origins (perhaps from abbreviation 
use in school) into wider middle-class usage uk a» 
V-8gangmxmi 1 I -111- I 1 11 large American cars new 

ZEALAND, 1984 

V-8s noun men’s shorts os ra?2 

VA noun the vagina Adopted from the standard abbreviation for the 
state of Virginia, punning ft%]^pH0tie-si'rri(larrty os ims 
Vaalie; Valie noun own as 

Transvaal. Often derogatory or patronising south Africa, raze 
vac noun a vacation uk, 17m 
vacation noun time spent ih'jSaf psssw us mi 
vacaya noun 1 it produces 

sound; ajukebox; ,1 record playei uk 002. 2a mobile phone. From 
'ihs earlier, more general sense (a device that produces sound) ok 

e; to look; to observe. 

vadavision; vardavision noun a television UK2002 
VAF! (when first noticing ,1.11 attractive person) look!’. Polari; an 
aeronyrtfor Vada absolutely kantabulosa!' uk, 2002 
vag noun 1 a vagrant us is®. 2 vagrancy; a criminal charge of 
vagrancy® 1859 

vag verb to charge someone with vagrancy us, 1859 

vage; vag; vadge; vaj noun the vagina us, rase 
vaggerie; vagary; vagarie vert to go; to leave; to travel. PreftisJjfy 
from Italian vagare (to roam) uk 2002 
vagina vandal noun a rapist®' 1952 

val noun 1 a tablet of diazepam (trade name Valium™), an anti- 
anxiety agent us. ra86. 2 value uk 20a2 3 a resident of the San 
Fernando Valley, to Angeles County^CaWbrnia us m2 
valentine noun a very short jail sentence us, 1949 

Valentine noun 

Valentine Dyalls; valentines no™ haemorrhoids. Rhyming slang 
for piles, formed on the actor Valentine Dyall, 1908-85 uk ms 
valet noun in a deck ol playing cards, a jack or knave us, run 
vali; vallie; vally noun in' 1 1 1 I ranquillizer 
valley noun the antecubital vein at the inside of the elbow, a prime 
site for intravenous drug injections its, razo 
Valley noun ► the Valley 1 the San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles 
County, California us, 1994 2 a low-lying area east of Seventh 
Avenue in Harlem,- New York us, 19a 
valley dolls nam$tffun 2003 

Valleyite noun a resident of the San Fernando Valley, Los Angeles us. 
valve job noun sex in a car ®; 1997 

vamoose verb t US go) US 1834 

vamp noun a woman that makes it her habit or business to captivate 
men by an unscrupulous employment of her sexual charms uk 


vamp verb i (of a woman) to flirt, and otherwise employ an obvious 
sexuality to attract a male uk. 1927. 2 to smell bad Trinidad and 

TOBAGO. 1973 

vampire noun a medical operative who draws off a patient's or 
donor's blood; a member ol any National Blood Transfusion 
collecting team Jocular and affectionate, usually uk mi. ► take 
the vampire's kiss; take the vampires to tease somebhe, to 
pull someone's eg. Rhyming slang for take the piss uk ms 
van noun a brakevan (caboose) us, 1977 

Van nickname Hu i hi uve iii umbia CANADA, 2002 

V and A nickname Victoria and Albert Museum uk. razz 

vandoo noun it r of the Royal 22nd 

Regiment; the francophone army unit Canada, ms 

V and T noun vodka and fiJnte®, 1997 

V and Xnoun n carnival usage, a five-and-ten cent store us, run 

Van Gogh noun 1 11 1 | e 11 il tizen land radio. A 

trucker without a citizens' band radio is said to be driving 'without 
ears', and hence the arBstte allusion us. 197s 
Vangroovy noun Vancouver, British Columbia Canada, 2002 
vanilla adjective 1 white-skinned, Caucasian. Originally black usage, 
now widespread us, ms. 2 ordinary, simple, basic. Derives from the 
plainest ice-cream variety us, razz. 3 of sex, conventional; of homo¬ 
sexual sex, gentle, traditiona, emotional us, raw. 4 used of 
pornography, relatively high-brow, designedtfor cwples-'-andfirst- 
timerviewers us. 2000 

vanilla fudge noun ijud Rl nin ling uk 2004 

Vanity Fair noun m the title of 

Thackeray's navel uk, mi 

Vannanoun usral 1 ern 1 1 1 li 1 h mosexual males. 
'2»0l»Vanna white, of; television game show fame us, 1990 
Vanouver noun in 1 uu n in 1 Hi 11 11 lang for hoover uk 

vap verb when IRBADOS, 1965 

vap; vaps noun hi 1 11 [ 111 e 1 u en urge 1 \nd tobago, 1957 

vapour lock noun e or memory. 

An allusion to a mechanical problem with the carburettor of an 
internal combustion engine us. 1996 
vapourware noun innounced well 

beforeJpi completed and released us, mi 
varda d’amour noun the look of love. A combination of polari and 

varder; varda noun a look, f^Sh uk 1996 

vardo noun in gypsy or traveller use, a trailer, a wagon, a caravan uk 

varicose alley noun the platform that extends from a stage used by 
strippers out into the audience us, 1945 
varicose vein noun bat 1 lull 21a rhyming slang on 
Scottish dialect wean (proif^rjjWced 'wayne') uk Scotland, 1996 
Mark noun used as a term of abuse, especially applied to a police 
officer. A contemptuotB'fefm i ,from Afrikaans vark (pig )south 

varnish noun on the railways, a passenger train us. 1946 
varnish verb ► varnish the cane (Iron the male perspective) to 

have sex ®, is® 

M3SS0 noun vaseWne AUSTRALIA, 1998 

VAT noun II i n I ml . n II i ill i_ n i il I I I i 

made popular by 1980s- teiev&'on series Minder uk 1994 
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V-card noun a person's virgin! 


verandah over the toy shop no 


verballing noun the act of faking a criminal confession uk 1974 
vergla noun freezing rain the word is borrowed, modified but 


vee dub noun I female pubis. 

and, thus, an adjectival participle. Prom a sirriftp 
=,finish to the bonnet of a Volkswagen Beetle us 


veg noun vegetables (* 

Vegemite-driller nou 
Vegemite valley nou, 

suggestive of homo: 
foodstuff AlMMLM, h 


verrrry in-ter-est-ing; very interesting, but stupid u: 

humorous comment on a remark or event; used for hu 
dismissing what has just been said. A signature line on 
Martin’s Laugh-in (NBC, 1968 -73), uttered by Arte Johr 
playing a wacky Na/i soldier. Repeated with referential h 


vegie adjective of school subjects, of the eas 
vego noun a vegetarian Australia. 1996 

vegO adjective \ 

veg out verb to relax and do nothing us, 199; 
veins noun ► get veins in bodybuilding, tc 


vestibules noun the te 
vestige noun a brassier 


vendor's noun a commercial bottled beer, 1 
a bootlegger Canada, 7999 

vengeance noun ► with a vengeance tc 
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V girl | vip; veep 


V girl noun a wor military uniform us. 


Viaggy noun a Viagra IM tablet uk 2002 
vibe verb to create and enjoy a good atmosphere uk, 2001 
vibe; vibes noun ood; 

nuances intimately related t&afl senses. An abbreviation of 
Vibration', which has the same meaning us. 19m 
vibed up adjective excited; in the mood UK m2 
vibe off verb to r something uk 1999 

vibe out verb to intimidate someone uk 1953 
vibes noun a 1940 

vibey adjective 11 i i il in her in tune with the Zeitgeist. 
From the 1990s, a positive sense of vibe (the atmosphere of an 
event) uk. 1999 

vibrations noun 111“ 1 1 1 here enerated t rny event; mood; 

nuances intimately related to atfsenses'is isw 
vibrator noun a motorcyle us 196 2 

vie noun i a victim us. ms. 2 a sucker or an easy target for crime us, 

Vic nickname Victoria, a southern state of Australia Australia, i 902 
Vicar of Bray noun 1 a ti 1 Rt nir in rmedfromaC18 
song (tit, i960. 2 Hie number three; three Rhyming slang for trey 

vice noun a police vice squad. Usually used with 'the' uk m6 
vice president noun in poker, the player with the second best hand 


vice versa noun m iprocal ora I 1 lesbians The 
earliest#psvn lesbian periodical in the US (1947) was named Vice 
Versa us. im 

vicey adjective sinful; depraved trinidadand tobago, 1993 

vicious adjective handsome PS?©®! 

vick verb to steal Tobably an evolution from 'victim' us. 1993 
Vicky noun a Ford Victoria sedan, first built in the 1930s and then 
revived m the 195QSUS. ms 

vicky; vick noun a two-fingered gesture that is used to insult or 
otherwise cause offence. Glasgow slang; the forefinger and the 
middle finger are extended to form a V shape, with the 
Turner) in towards the gesture’' UisScqtmnd, rasa 
vicky-verky vice-versa. Used as a song title by Squeeze, 1981 uk mi 
Victor Charlie nickname the ViStCpng us 19® 

Victoria noun used 1 person other 1 11 ed as nouveau 

riche. After sfn^r and footballer's wife Victoria Beckham (b.1975); 
recorded as a contemporary gay usage uk 20m 
Victoria Cross; VC noun melting 0 little 0 no value Rhyming 
llphg for toss, formed jfigiil!! the highest military honour for valour 


Victoria Monk noun emen I m lar 1 1 spunk after the 
fftusic hall singer, best remembered for 'Won't You Come Home, 
Bill Bailey?', Victoria Monks, 1884-1972 uk 19m 
Victory V noun 1 urine; an act of urination, Hhyfe*j'f|||'’Sbfig for pee 
or wee, formed from the Churchi lian gesture or Victory V branded 
medicinal-confectionery uk 1 998. 2 a Triumph car. Citizens' band 
radio slang; 'victory' as a synonym for 'triumph' uk mi 
vid noun 1 a video cassette, a video recording uk, 2000. 2 a music 
video 'us i$ss 


vig noun 1 Interest n 11 ill Moan. As! rtened form of 

vigorish us, 1990. 2 profit. Freely adapted from vigorish (interest on 


vigorish noun the int 1 1 'll. gal loan Yiddish slang 

from the Russian vyigrysh (wirinings-out-to-pay) us i9B6 
vikes noun the pre iption drug 1 odin™ us, 1996 
Viking queen noun in homosexual usage, a muscular, blonde man 

US, 19S7 

vill noun a village or town. Found in the poetry of the early C18, but 
ilpt particularly ttiereafyriiBfil the war in Vietnam' us raw 
village noun ' bookmakers uk 

Village noun ► the Village York, a small 

neighbourhood below 14th Street and wesl of Broadway, haven to 

Sohemt&ns us, imz 

village defective in P'hisiu tied iui if touch ith trends us, 2002 
village bike noum a promiscuous woman. As with the town bike, 
'everyone has ridden her' UK 1995. 2 a lesbian Rhyming slang for 

village pump noun 1 il h fee and ea exuaWy Canada. 1992 

village ram noun \nd tobago, 1934 

villain noun a profe 1 nal 11 linal < ne ne th a criminal record 


Ville noun ► the Ville l%ifcffoW/Arprjson, bMdpEfc'Sst 1903 

-ville suffix 1 Ml . in 1 1 in 1 Miei five; used in 

combination with a, characteristic to describe a place or a con- 
fiiition. Modern usage began with the US beats and travelled pack 
to the UK. By the mid-1970s the US form was presumed obsolete 
having been replaced by city It survives M the UK without 
iifivious irony us im 

Vincent nickname the Viet Cong; a member of the Viet Cong us, ms 

Vincent Price; Vincent noun 1 F 1 1 in hi formed from the 
mil'll- 1 1 11 1 1 111 1 1 I 1 I 


Vincent Van Gogh; Vincent noun a cough. Rhyming slang, based 
on the predominant UK pronunciation ol impressionist artist 
Vincent Van Gogh (1853-90) UK 2002 
vine nouni 2 enis us, 19/2 

vine down verb to dress up us 19® 

vinegar stroke; vinegar noun the final penile thrust culminating in 
ejaculation when copulating or masturbating. Alluding to the facial 
expression, of the male. Also, in the plural, 'the final'pffiists pre¬ 
ceding -ejaculation . UK-cpngdran Phill Jupitus, who uses this terth 
to describe the closing momentrofhis act, explains: 'Just before a 
bloke comes he looks like yaiiVe popped a teaspoon of vinegar 
into hisitnouth' austwem mi 

viney bones noun rubber band 11 lb mo rcyclists. Douglas 
Dunford, of the Beaulieu Motor Museum, gives ihe following 
etymology: 'Originated with .the famous [motorcycle] trials rider 
Hugh Viney of the '30s who used to cut up old inner-tubes and 
'supply his mates with bands to ff&tfwirfftding numbers uk 1984 


Vinnies; St Vinnies nickname a St Vincent de Paul charity store 

AUSTRALIA, 1970; 


vino noun i wine, especially cheap wine. From Spanish and Italian 
vino (wine) Australia 1919. 2 a drinker ol doctored cheap wine uk. 


material 


used generically for musical recordings produced 




video-nasty noun an exceptionally unpleasant horror film, available 

vidrio noun heroin I he Spanish for glass (heroin) uk 2003 
Viet noun a Vietnamese person us, 19m 

Vietnam rose noun ction Australia, ms 

Viet shits noun diarrhoea US. im 


violet noun ► come up smelling of violets to emerge unscathed 
from a difficult or troublesome situation, used especially of 
someone who is consistently ani.femarkably lucky. Probably 
somewhat dated by the time it was record#, The form survives as 
'cbtrifEup smelling, of roses' uk mi 
violin cases noun large, heavy shoes IS, im 
vip; veep noun a very importantpersop us t 1945 








viper | voyou 
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viper noun i a marijuan dealer > 2 a marijuana user. A term 

of the 1930 s with some lingering use until the 1960 s us, ms 

viper's weed; viper’s drag noun marijuana; a marijuana cigarette 

VIP massage no™ a sexual service offered in some massage 
parlours, in which a hand-massage includes masturbation of the 

xm 

VIP services noun sexual intercourse, as distinct from masturbation, 
when advertised as a service offered, by a prostitute IfKsm 
viral marketingnoun vor n uth a id liberate marketing 


virgin bride; virgin noun i ride especiall in he sense an act of 
sexual intercourse Rhyming slang, now tare Australia, ran 
virgin ears noun used u ill in the first >er n, for a claim of 
innocence in matters sexual us, mo 

Virgin for short - but not for long applied to girls named 
Virginia. Part-catchphrase, part-nickname; often irresistible, always 
hilarioiispK 1984 

Virginia noun the vagina Bahamas, m2 

Virginia vitamin noun 
virginity curtain noun 

a warship's accommodation to preserve the modesty ol those win 
go up and down the gangway from^hcsaVtio look up SuTufer r ?1 
purpose and design to a cunt screen uk 19m 

Virgin Mary noun 

with tomato juice, horseradish, Worcestershire and/or Tabasco 
sauce, celery, salt and black pepper; unadulterated tomato jute. A 
tasty piim, using 'virgin' a$ 'non-alaMpr^&fe 
virgin pie noun cherry pie us. 1952 

virgin principle noun t it a beginner 

will have good luck us, 1993 

virgin state noun he -11 I 1 11 pe 11 in luted using an 
addictive drug but is not yet fully addicted us:pm : 
virtual Friday noun the last day in a working week shortened by a 
holiday at the end of the week us, 1991 
virus noun i HIv the luman immun ieficien virus us, 1992. 2 in 
computing, a program that duplicates itself maliciously when it 
finds a host, often with a fneehanism that enables it then toif 
spread to new hosts us, 1990 
visit verb ► to visit Aunt Lillian 
‘the menstryal cycle us, ises 

visitations noun ► the visitations the bleed period of the 
menstrual 1999 

visit from the cardinal noun th blee< perioc if the menstrual 
cycle, Playing orr the Dolour of 1 .cardinal's 1 robes vs, tes 

visit from the French lady noun In I I - mi III hi uni 

cycle. Euphemism, credited 10 Stella Filyard, Aristocrats, 1994 us 


visiting card no 


Lite u 




ct of defecatior 






ie by 


visitor noun 

visuals noun I II i ii i i i ii i I ui I i ihe influence of 
psychoactive mushrooms or peyote us 1992 
vitamin A noun LSD. From the common term acid us. 1997 
vitamin B noun beer us, 1990 
vitamin C noun cobaihe tS >984 

vitamin D noun I rometl >rph b 11 ictive ingredient in 
non-prescription cold and cough medication, offen abused for 
hon-medfcinal purposes us, 2003 

vitamin DBnoun nin n 1 Ii 11 it hitter new Zealand, 


vitamin E noun 1 >wn as ecstasy. 

An elaboration of e uk, ms 

vitamin H noun I peril il i[ 1 1 tr nquillizer us ras 9 

vitamin K; vit K noun ke naesthetic used 

as a Mijucinbgen us, »9 

vitamin M noun Motrin™ US,/mt 

vitamin N noun nicoti|^ cigarette us 2m 

vitamin P noun 1 - r 1 (or pussy 2 the me of poker 

vitamin Q noun the recreational drug methaqualom >e known a 
Quaalude™ us im 

vitamins noun 1 drugs in tablet or capsule form uk 199 6. 2 any 
'tenttel nervous system 1 stimulant us rate 
vitamin T noun marijuana us, r997 
vitamin V noun valiumte,r» 

vittles noun food. An American corruption of the C 14 'victual' us 1946 

VJ; veejay noun if i television iresenter of music 

videos; a visual artist who mixes lights and images in a club 
environment, (rijtiaiisrrf, oh the mod# Pflif'us m2 
VO noun a beautiful man. Ar ii ire 1 n 1 visual orgasm'us, 

voce; votch; voche noun the voice, especially a singing voice; a 
singer. Theatrical, polari; from Ita ian voce uk 1939 
vod noun vodka VS, 1986 

vodders noun vodka UK 2002 
voddie; voddy noun vodka uk ms 
vodka acid noun LSD uk 206 f 

vogue noun i a posture that implies, or Is part of a fashion-style us 
2oa< 2 a cigarette. Polari uk 1992. 3 a wheel rim us, 2001 
vogue verb i ti lues posturing 

us, 1995. 2 to light a cigarette I rom voguc (a cigarette) uk mi 
voice verb to telephone us mi 
vol noun in prison, a i/o/unteer uk 1996 

volcano noun the bleed period of the menstrual cycle Canada, 2001 
Volks noun a Volkswagen car us 1964 

Volksie noun ' the 'Beetle' south Africa. 

volley noun an abusive verbal attack uk me 
volley verb to hit "in- I - I- 11 mu 1 ID, (to strike a ball 
before it bounces) adopted for a less sporting use uk 1999 
volley dolly noun a woman attracted to male volleyball players us, 

volley Off veib I "I I “ I 1 III il I I " "ll il III I I , 
vom verb to vomit CANADA, 1993 
vomatose adjective extiSfttSy. disgusting us m 
vomit comet noun 1 11 late-night publ 11 1 1 t used runker 
passengers. From the probable outcome of movement and 
uk , 2003 2 the modif ed KC- 135 A reduced-gravity aircraft. The 
fiircraftftjfe parabolas in order to investigate the effecls Of zero 
gravity; passengers are often their storaachs as jsss 
vomiting viper noun thc.penis 0 , im 

vonce noun 1 marijuana us 19®. 2 the butt of a marijuana cigarette 
vonka noun the nose uk, 2002 


vote verb you want UK ism 

voyou noun in Quebec, a hoodlum, or more specifically a striker 
who commits vandalism against the company, the French word 
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VP | VW 





Ww 


w noun a toilet. An abbreviation of the common WC new Zealand, rare 
W nouni 2 in sports, a 

wac; wacknoun i \ her clidine, the e eat nal drug known as 
PCP or angel dust us, mi 2 marijuana mixed with phencyclidine, 
•the retreatisAa) drug known as pcp cir.3ftgd!'dustt«; im 
wack adjective inferi r, una ta er bad us ra84 
wacked adjective i excited us. r959. 2 beyond repair Extends wack 
UK, 1307 

wacked out adjective crazy, eccentric, mad us i%s 
wacked up adjective crazy, odd, irrational us, mr 
wackelass noun isy creature Canada, 


wacker; wack; whacker noun 1 to a man 

tiverpudttijh uk im 

wacker adjective worse, lf-6#f wack (bad) us, 1999 
wackie; wacky noun ■ working-class; a 

eonfbritrist Teen slang uk, 1932 

wack job; whack job noun 

wacko; whacko adjective -ccenlric or 

Mentally imbalanced us, '' 

wackoid adjective ojfct, eccentric uk. 1999 
wacktic adjective very bad uk m3 
wacky adjective odd, eccentric, crazy US,, ms 
wacky baccy; wacky backy noun marijuana. From wacky as 
'eccentric'. Many variants exist, including 'whacky baccy/backy', 
'whackatabachy', 'wacky tobaecytabacky' and 'whacky weed' us, 

wacky for khaki adjective infatuated with men in military uniform 

US 1967 

wac-wac noun pi g known as PCP or 

angel dust us. 1995 

wad nouni the emen iculated at orgasm From'wad'(a large 
quantity) us, m9. 2 expectorated sputum us . 139. 3a rag saturated 
with glue or any volatile solvent that is inhaled for the intoxicating 
effect us, 1970. 4 a sandwich, a bun; a cake uk 1919. 5 a roll of 
Money; a great deal of money us, mi 
wad verb (of a male) to reach orgasm. Alder wad (semen) uk, 2003 
wad cutter noun a flat-nosed hullefcUfc m2 

wadded adjective well-o(f r'cri. I run wad (a great deal of money) uk, 

waddy noun i 1 lul 1 heft piece of I uitable for a club. From 
the name of an Austr; lian Aboi ginal weapon in the extinct 
language Dhatug, Sydney tegiCM Australia, im 
waders noun shoes us, 194s. 

wadge noun >see: wodge 

wafer noun 1 a tablet 0 MDMA 1 r< re na drug best known as 
ecstasy. If dance is seen as a new religion, then MDMA is as 
important a part of the ritual as the wafer is in: conventional 
church rites uk 2003. 2 a cigarette paper uk 1996 
waffle noun 1 talk uk 1900. 2 in 

' ihjcking, a non-skid tyre us, 1971 

Waffle noun in mer 11 inada New Democratic Party to 
change somewhat its left-wing policies canada,.2ooi 


waffy adjective comfortable. Hip-hop, urban slang. A compound of 
'warm' and 'fluffy 1 noted in connection wild a legal dispute over 
rap lyric? lay BBC News, 6 th June 2003 u& 20® 
wag noun a social outcast, especially a non-surfer us, 1991 
WAG noun 1 the female partner of a footballer, especially an England 
team player. WAGs, the acriiCSffi tor wives and girlfriends, was 
replied to the players' partners during the 2006 World Cup. The 
collective usage was soon individua ised uk 2006. 2 Welsh Assembly 
Qpwnftpnt fmtialism uk wales 1999 
wag verb to play truant ► wag wienie; wag your wienie 

to commit indecent exposure of the male masturbatory variety us 

wage slave noun anyone reliant on ihe income generated by regular 
employment uk 1964 

waggle verb in p.1 111 >r e ho before actually hitting 

the cue ball us 1993 

wagon noun 1 a woman, especially a pushy one, or one capable of 
invective Ireland, 2003. 2 abstention from drug use. Extending the 
previous sense us 1997. 3 an old, worn-out, beat-up car us 1959. 

► on the wagon abstaining from drinking alcohol us Mb 
wagon burner noun nati Amer in Indian Tensive us 1995 
wagon-chasing adjective used of a lawyer, unscrupulous, Inclined to 

solicit business from those in trouble with the law us 1953 
wagons ho! 1 e is about to 

begin. From cowboy films us 1994 
wagon-spotter noun 1 m | 1 1 ho > ialise in'collecting' 
freight wagons uk ;sSet 

wagwon? 'what's going on?' Ether directly from, or in imitation of 
West Indian speech uk mos 

waheyi used for registering a lee ing of exuberance uk 2003 
wahini noun a female surfer, rrom the Hawaiian us m3 
wail verb 1 in jazz 1 1 11 1 il 1 1 - In m 2 in pinball, 

to score a large number of points in a short period of time us razz. 

► wail down the place 1 I 1 1 1 ithusiasm that borders 

on vulgarity trinidadand tobago, 1990 

wailer noun in drag raarjg, a veryifetc&Y 
wailing adjective exerting us, ms 

Waiouru blonde noun a M ii 11 11 in 1 uri 1 a lei note North 

Island military base newiealand, 1997 

waist noun ► make waist s and gyrations 

during seKj«ii 4 mj 0 AWiH}BAGQ, 2003 
wait-a-minute vine; wait-a-minute bush noun a heavy, thorny 
vine found in the jungles of Vietnam. When it snagged you, you 
had to wait a minute to disentangle youistfeiS s*. 
wait and linger noun mng slang, applied only in an 

anatomical sense uk 1992 

waiter's delight noun 1 1 | ker, ,1 hand 1 1 11 I three threes 
and a pair. A 'three' is a trey, the hand is conventionally known as 
a'%]f house', hence 'tflyifuir, the waiter pun us, istss 
waiting room noun in urfn he area - id the breakers where 
surfers wait Sacatch waves iSRAE^f&p 
wait up! 'wait for pie!' US, im 

wake; wake uprertto become aware of something aust/mua 1910 

'wake; wake up' verb ► wake your ideas up to concentrate; to 

use your win 11 1 1 11 1 1 - ► wouldn't wake 

if., to be generally unaware of what's what Australia, mi 


waffle verb 1 2 to wake and bake; wake-n-bake verb 

talk nonsense; to talk incessantly or in an unfocused way us 113 z (he firsl acis of the day us 1997 
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waker-upper | wallbanger 


waker-upper noun a heroin addict's first injection of the morning 

US 7982 

wake-up noun 11 en by an addict us, 

1954. 2 any amphetamine or central nervous system stimulant its 
1972. aa short time remaining on a jail sentence or term of 
military service especially the last mcS^ing us mo 
wake up verb i to make someone aware; to inform someone 
Australia. 7859 . 2 to become aware that you are being swindled us, 
7969 . 3 in horse racing, to stimulate a horse illegally by electric 
-SltoiKkfor drugs US 7947 

wake-up adjective used 1 11 II 1 'll tance taken upon waking 

UP us mi 

wake-up pill noun an amphetamine or other central nervous system 

stimulant us, is® 

wake you *w*to make you aware of something us, 1953 
wakey-wakey noun a wake-up ca I. Adapted from the exclamation, 
'wakey, wakey!' ufcupf 

wakey, wakey! 1 1 widespread 

once adopted as the catchphrase of bandleader Billy Cotton 
( 1899 - 1969 ) in his 1949 - 68 BBC radio Sunday lunchtime variety 
programme. The Billy Cotton Bctndshow uk, && 

wakey, wakey, eggs and bakey! used for calling someone from 
7, eep m breakfast lIsed with great comic effect by Quentin 
Tarantino in Kill Bill Volume 2 ( 2004 ) ashBjlTs brother Budd 
awakens Thflitile to bury her alive us, 2000 

wakey, wakey, hands off snakie! used for humorously waking up 
a male Australia, ms 

Waldorf-Astoria noun ar 1 e | il partan litary confinement 
celias, 7976 

walk noun 1 a release from jail US, 7965 . 2 during the Vietnam war, a 
30 -day patrol in which contact with the enemy is expected us 7997 
walk verb i to w 2 lo escape unpunished 

us 7 979. 3 to quit a job or commitment us 7999. 4 (of objects) to 
disappear, presumed borrowed or stolen ui i s stomoveaboat 
sideways us, 7989. 6 (used of,. military aviator) to suit up for battle. 
From the vocabulary of fightei pilot ► walk a cat back to 

tracea missile back to 10 launch site Gulf wai usage us 1991. 

► walk back the cat 10 re nstru nts ir rder to understand 
what went wrong us 1997. ► walk in tall corn lo make a great deal 

► walk out on lo abandon someone or 
something. Oftheatrical origin uk 1957. ► walk the dog 1 while 
surf ng, to move frontwards and backwards on the surfboard to 
affect its speed us 7937. 2 on the railways, to operate a freight train at 
such a high speed that the wagons sway us, 1977. ► walk the nose 
while surfing, to advance tothefr n 1 in I ird m2 ►walk 
the plank , the speed of 

the ride 4 t®a 4 fa. ' 963 . ► walk the twelve steps to go to court 
cayman islands, Isas ► walk the walk of the trollop 
sexuality while wa king Another catchphrase from the 'Wayne's 
World' sketch on Saturday Night Live us, 1991. ► walk the walk; 
walk the walk and talk the talk u ■ be fir oehave as if) totally 
familiar with, and ,1 part or .1 given circumstance uk 2004. ► walk 
theyardf meth li 1 ill in rison open paceus, 798 i. 

► walk with your Lucy 1.0 njecl a drug 1 is. mi. ► walk your 
dog to use the toflife; 7968 

walkabout; walk-about noun a journey on foot taken by an 
Aboriginal, especially when withdrawing from white society for a 
period Australia, 1910. ► go walkabout 1 (of an aboriginal) to go 
on a walkabout Australia, 1927. 2 (of a person) to go off somewhere 
eke Australia, 7969 . 3 (of an important person) to make an Informal 
tour on foot. Variants me ude 'do a wa kabout' uk, 1 984 
walkaway noun 1 1 type 1 heft in hich the t lief walks away with 
a suitcase in a public place, leaving behind his suitcase as an alibi 
if apprehended us, 195 4 2 the fnal step in a confidence swindle, in 
which the swindlers walk away with, the vi|i§§tis money us. mi 
walk-back noun an apartment in the rear of a building us, 7970 
walkboards noun a platform outside a carnival show or attraction us. 


walk-buddy noun in 11 11 1 I iend and teady companion us, 


walker noun 1 1 111 ner I nstant pace in his cell us, 7984. 2 a 
striptease dancer who disrobes while wa king us mo. 3 in dominoes, 
•JPe highest piece of its suftttta{ 1 $’riigta double and has-Been played 

^ •;(# 7964 

walkers noun the legs US rm 

walkie noun a close nd depem able friend A term that suggests 
'talkie', which i.n turn suggests friendship as i&? 
walkies noun ill Ith r small ill 1 1 I - hildish or jocular 
term addressed to, and ufideBfood by, that child or dog us, 1923 
walkie-talkie noun 1 in able-t ied pe 1 I in the perspective of 
a disabled person) uk 2003. 2 a portable two-way radio us 1939. 3 a 
prisoner wtip ssspciates iwith guards US m2 
walk-in noun a thief 1 ml from 1 il eked hotel rooms us 7954 
walking adjective used ol an orde' (or food al a restaurant, to be 
ftken from the restaurant us 7952 - 
walking crab noun n decide hue work, a lever lift us mo 
walking disaster area noun an especially ififptor accidertbprobe 

person U7C 1984 

walking man's special noun in the used car business, a run-down 
car that is not much to look at but still runs, in a fashion us 1993 
walking money noun m ga nbling, ;m ill n i> int of money given 
by the house or other a ayers to someone who has just lost all of 
{gs Money us ixt 

walking tree noun in a criminal enterprise, a watchman or lookout 

walking writer noun in an illegal a 

person who collects and records bets us 1949 
walk in the park noun an easy thing tosdp utc, 7998 
walk in the sun noun a combat march without a significant chance 
of engaging the 

walk of fame noun he Ik hoi le 0 to or! ifter spending the 
night with a beautiful sand popular woman us 2001 
walk of shame noun the walk home or to work after spending the 
.njghtswith -a date, still wearing yesterday's clothes us 2002 
walk-on noun in 1 1 m ithl I enforateam 

having appeared at practice unso icited and unexpected us ms 
walkover noun in hi 1 > 1 x ing 1 race in hich all but one of the 
eriiteare withdrawn. The fone hors® starting the race can win 
simply by walking the distance of the race us, 19m 
walk-up noun 

wall noun ► behind the wall impjflgbhgd us, mu. ► go over the 
wall to escape from prison us, 7954. ► go to the wall to lose 
money in stock investments us urn. ► off the wall in auction 
fraud, where non-existent bids are said to come from uk, 20193. 

► the wall a maximum security prison us mm. ► up the wall 
erazy; crazed by circumstances; angry uk. 7957 
wall verb to lean against the wall ai a party or other social gathering 

wallaby noun ► on the wallaby wandering around. Originally 
'Tramping the outback in search of work (as though following the 
track made by wallabies)', G.A. Wilkes, A Dictionary of Australian 
Colloquialisms, 1 Australia, iisi 

Wallace and Gromit; Wallace vert to vomit. Rhyming slang, based 
on Oscar-winning ( 1 . 99 Q) animated characters uk 7998 
Wallace Beery; Wallace noun in a betting shop, a dispute over the 
sum due. Rhyming slang for 'query, formed from the name of 
the us aim’ actor (1885 - 1949 ) uk. 1998 
wallah; walla noun 1 1 man n 1 II hi n to the activity, 
occupation or philosophy to which 11 '9 properly affixed. Adopted 
directly by Anglo-Indians, hence military from Hindu wM ('a 
ifjfrson connected in some way with the thing expressed in the first 
word', George Clifford Whitworth, An Anglo-Indian Dictionary, 1885 ) 
India, 1785 . 2 in the television and film industries, indistinguishable 
background voices us, 7990 

wallbanger noun 1 1 ei n h e impairment with central nervous 
system depressants has produced a marked lack of coordination 






wallet | wanker tank 


n skateboarding, any jumping manoeuvre performed 


walloped adjective drunk or < 
walloper noun i the penis ui 
masturbates to excess m iv 


Walter Mitty noun i a person who poses as a heroic e 
From Walter Mitty, the tit e character of James Thurt 
story The Secret Life of Walter Mitty (1939) and succe; 
the same title starring Danny Kaye (1947) Australia, a 
female breast Rhyming slang for titty. The shortfor 
also be used m; 2003 

Walts noun 14 nt (an undercover intelligence unit of 1 
Army). Abbreviated from Walter Mitty, the name of a 
created in 1941 by Jamesdfttirber/Who has become 


waltz verb ► waltz 

matilda tn u | 1 igman. I n latilda (a swag) and 

'waltz' (to leaij in a waltz), here punning on the female name. 
Now of course obsolete, except in the well-known Australian ^aag; 
Most singers are entirely unaware off§Klfi:@l meaning of the 
phrase austraua. m3 

waltz off veriito leave in a npriibaf|int tjricavaiier manner us, im 
wamper noun 1 ndal mad il pieces of tyre and tied with 
thatch string cayman islands, ms 


wallopies noun large female breasts US, ms 
walloping noun 1 leating ntl ashing; a win by a more th 
convincing margin us mi 
walloping adjective large, great uk M7 
wallops noun choreography. I rom wallop (to dance) uk m 
wallpaper noun 1 a background pattern or photograph for 
computer display screen us mi. 2 counterfeit money us 
postcard acknowledging receipt Of a citizens' band or har 
message us, m 

wall-stretcher noun an 11 1 uii 11 to fo hich a buildinj 


wang; whang noun the penis us 1 
wangbar noun an electric guitar's 

wanger noun l>see: whanger 
wangle noun 


leave (of absence)’, etcuK isss 
wang-wang noun the penis us ism 
wank nouni iii iii 1 111 11 I tion lence m act of self- 
indulgence. An earlier spelling 'whahk' has given way to 'wanl 
1 948. 2 a waste of time uk isss. 3afool; a despicable person ui 


wall-to-waller noun 1 « 11 o phi< film hot 11 one day on a very 
ipw budget US zooo 

Wally ► call it Wally to agree that a matter is settled Guyana, 1962 
wally; wallie; wolly nouni 11 11 rshionable indi idual; someone 
who is innocent 01 foolish; a fool. Possibly originates in the namr 
Wally, however Scottish dialect wally-draigle (a feeble, ill-grown 
person) may well have had an influence uk '■*•". 2 in CID slang, a 
uniformed police officer, especially a constable; more generally, a 
trainee or an incompetent police officer. 'Wgolly' is also reamed 


was the usual spelling ufttil the 1970s. /> 
2 to party with zeal and a lack of inhibit 
wank adjective of poor quality; pathetic; se 

wank about; wank around verb to waste 
wank-bank noun a personal collection of 
fiormefw wank (an act of masturbatio 


Wally Pipp noun I I I I I I.tmeand there 

replaced by a bette 1 payei On in June, l Q 2b, ihe New York 
Yankees first baseman Wally Pipp did not play because he w; 
•Its place was taken ttfclMj Gehrig, who played for the next 1 
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wanking-spanner | wash 


wanking-spanner noun the hand. A masturbatory tool that loosens 
nuts UK 1961 

wank mag noun 

masturbate) with mag (a magazine) uk i 998 
wank-off adjective self-indulgent. A figurative application for 'an act 
of masturbation' UK xoo 

wank-pit; wanking-pit noun i i i in (un lareri) bed Military slang, 
formed on wank (masturbation) uk mi 
wank shaft noun i the vagina uk, 2001. 2 the penis; also used as a 
term of abuse. Formed on the word wank (masturbatioriU#; xm- 
wank sock noun an item of (men's) footwear used to contain the 
penis duringtna|Wi|St@n, wc 20m 
wanksta noun 11 n | ia hite person ho postures as 
a gangsta rapper. A derisory play on wanker (a despised person) us, 

wank-stain noun a contemptible person uk 
wank tanks noun no more 

Iham a source of semen, for masturbation uk 20m 
wank trade noun the f rnograph industry us. 1997 
wankware noun software on compact disc intended for sexual 
Stimulation CANADA, 1995 

wanky adjective 1 of poor quality; pathetic Original printer's use 
cognisant with wonky; survives >10 a modern use which presumes 
wank as the inspiration uk, 1 m. 2 pretentious Australia, 1979 

wannabenoun mei le 1 ... iretends to be that 

which he is not. Deemed potentially offensive by Multicultural 
Management Program. Feliqvys, Dictionary of Cautionary Words and 
Phrases, 1989 us. wso 

wanna-bet shirt noun in 11 1 mpetitior i team’s shirt 

which $4$£ object of a wager between competing teams, where 
the winner clairr&'tte opposing tearrtlMfriits. which are worn- 
badge us, 2001 

Wanno nickname Wandsworth Prispsaj; 2004 
wan singer, wan song >see: ONE singer, one SONG 
want noun a notification that a person is wanted by the police us, 195s 
want verb ► want ini 1 I enle 1 desire to be a part of 
something. Originally a col oquial term in Scot and, Northern 
reland and the US uk ism. ► want out to wish to exit; to desire 
a complete change of circumstances uk Scotland. m> 
wap noun >see: wasp 

wappy adjective I ill 11 nlinenlal. Perha 1 1 blend of wet 
( weak, lacking in effectiveness) and soppy (toolishly sentimental, 
naiygjUfi'Ste 

war noun ► go to war to fight us, 20021 

war and strife noun a wife. Rhyming slang; a less-used variation of 

TROUBLE AND STRIFE UK 1931 

warb noun ng person. 

Perhaps from 'warble' (a type of maggot) Australia, 1933 
warty adjective decrep'l, unkempt; filthy; disgusting Australia, 1923 
warchalk verb t< in area where 

a wireless Internet connection may be made for free Derived as a 
back-formation from warchalking uk mm. 
warchalker noun a computer user who chalks icons on walls, etc, to 
indicate to other computer users an area where a wireless Internet 
connectiohcmay be made for free uk 2002 
warchalking noun walls, etc, to 

indicate an area where a wireless Internet connection may be 
made for free. Coined in June 2002 by Matt Jones, a Londot^-i 
based 'information architect', as a play on 'wardialing’ (a | 
computer-directed assault by telephone). 'Warchalking' is based 
on the system of symbols used by UK tramps and beggars, 
recorded in 1849, and developed by'US: hobos during the 
'Depression The three basic symbols are 

(open node), Q (closed node) and (w) (wep [wired equivalent 
privacy] nods) UK 2002 


warden noun 1 a parent us, on 2 a spouse Usually a spouse of the 
female persuasion as perceived by the spouse of the male 
persuasion us. 1 m. 3 a school principal us. 1954. 4 a teacher. Teen 
slang us mi. son the railways, the supervisor of a track crew us, 

war department noun nd us, 1934 

war dialer noun a computer program that dials a given range of 
telephone connections in order to hack into computer or 
telecommunications systems.^®, js® 
warehoused adjective 11 I 1 1 11 11 I 1 neither educated 

nor trained during a period of imprisonment but simply contained 
UK i996 

warez noun pirated mputer ft ire offered over the Internet. 

A deliberate respelling of'wares‘ 
warhead noun in rid if I lei uk me, 
warlord noun a high-le d n mb( 1 1 politii I rganisation us, 1991 
warmnounan act of irming in 1 f becoming warm. Colloquial 


warm adjective good UK 1996 

warm for someone's form adjective sexually attracted to someone 


warm fuzzies noun 1 1 I 1 1 praised i superior 

warm one noun a Miitus 199s 

warmup noun warmup suit us. 1999 

warm up verb t:i refill a cup of coffee us. 1996 
warn't verb was not; were not us. 1970 

warp noun a ber / the value ol 

f pie card us. 19% 

war paint noun 1 aatrical us, 1869 

warped adjective 1 perverted us ms 2 drug-intoxicated us, 1979. 


warp one noun a high speed Figurative U 111 ,1 aviator usage us. 


warp seven adverb very quick|MjS 1992 

warrior noun a fearle iole.ber 'I 1 ut11 gang us 1995 

warrior bold noun a cold UK mi 

wars noun ► have been in the wars to show signs of injury. 

especially the trivial wounds that afflict children uk isso 
warthog noun a 1 r.-11 orce at I ilanef rmally known as an A-10 
Thunderbolt. Gulf war usage us, mi 
warts and all with all blemishes or imperfections unconcealed uk 


war wagon noun 1 ehicle ir in eapons on a motorcyle gang 
outing when trouble is expected us. 1992 
Warwick Farm; Warwick noun the arm. Rhyming slang, after the 
name of a racecourse in Sydney Australia. 1944 

war zone noun an irea ir.. 1 D.< inf mous for drug sales 

and other crime us, 1984 

wash noun 1 crack cocaine. A shortened form of 'readywash'. To 
manufacture crack cocaine, hydrachloride is washed in 
of baking soda and water t ik 1996. 2 the effect of a drug us, 1974. 3 a 
large number of things or people Barbados urn. ► the wash 
.••wjeft of money'to public lavatories while the owner is washing UK 

wash verb 1 to kill us 1941. 2 to purge or expunge something us 1 983. 

3 to give money obtained 1 le g illy the appear; nee of legitimacy 
through accounting and banking sc hemes us 1997. 4 to shuffle a 
deck of cards us cm. 5 to receive favourab 0 consideration us 1986. 

6 to be credittf-bif, im. ► not a child in the house washed 
nothing done, ► wash mouth to 

criticise someone 01 something without concern for the 
consequences tr ► wash your face when 

selling a lot by auction, to break even uk ,um. ► wash your 
mouth out; wash out your mouth addressettfib Somebpliising 








wash away | watercooler moment 


filthy language or dirty words. Often as an imperative, and 
occasionally elaborated with 'soap', or 'soap and water' uk m 
wash away verb to kill someone US mi 

washboard noun in mountain biking, an area of hard, rippled earth 

washboard adjective of an abdomen, trim, muscular, defined. From 
■the-appearance - solig-fro rippled us, >»2 
washdown noun 11.-- t leciall in he < intext f drinking after a 
session bfdrtriMng the tranquill^Ssl^SI beverage ka mm m 
washed-up adjective no I I US, 1923 

washer noun ► put a washer on to urinate. A Lancashire term tsf 


washer-dryer noun a doSgtelb^and towel us, 19 m 

wash-foot-and-come noun t and barbuda, 

washicongs noun 11 Iner neake > tobago, 1992 

washing machine noun 1 ird disk 

found in a large floor cabinet us, 1991. 2 a wave as 11 breaks over 
ggdslftjisles a surfer^®, m 

Washington noun a one-dollar note I rom the portrait of George 
Washington on the note us, 1959 

Washington Monument noun in poker, a hand with three fives A 
rather esoteric allusion to the fact that the Washington Monument 
is 555;feet high us. 1988 

washout noun i a failure (a thing or a person); a disappointment; a 
cancellation uk, 1902. 2 in mote style racing, the condition that 
occurs when the front; Wheel begins to slide in soft dirt; also used 
in mountain bilfng&s, tin, 

wash out verb 1 to fail and expel someone from a course or training 
us, 1970. 2 in motor racing, to suffer a loss or decrease in steering 
responsiveness us, i9So. 3 in mountain-biking, to lose front-wheel 
traction us, 199 6. 4 to process cocaine into crack cocaine uk, mo 

wash-pot noun something or someone easily obtained trinidadand 
TOBAGO,. S 

washrocknoun 1 ..bine 0 eparate terms for 

wash-up noun a ; i it nil tii I i a Originally Royal 
Navy, then the wider mi itary, and from there into corporate and 
political jargon m, ms 

wash up verb in heterosexual intercourse, to enter the vagina from 
behind uk, Mb] 

washwoman's gig noun in an illegal numbers gambling lottery, a 
bet on 4, 11 and 44 us, 1949 

washy adjective used f a racehorse iting re ally with anxiety 

wasp; wap noun 1 a white Anglo-Saxon Protestant. The term is 
applied to whiles without particu at regard to the religious com¬ 
ponent us, 1957. 2a white Appalachian southern Protestant us, mi. 

3 a traffic warden. I rom the yellow band on the uniform hat and 
sleeves (no doubt influenced by a characteristic intent to 'sting' a 
harmless motorist) t* 19m 

waspishness noun the state of being distinctly white, Anglo-Saxon 
and Protestant us 1957 

WASS verb >see: WAZ 

wassock; wazzock; wazzuck noun a fool; an annoying or stupid 
individual uk, m3 

wassup?; whas up?; wassuuup? 11 la 1 reeting. A slurred 
'what's up?' with dozens oi vari int spellings Wildly popular pop 
speak in the US (and, to a degree, UK) in 2000 in response to a 
series of television advertisements for Budweiser™ beer us, im 


waste verb i to kill someone ( is. no. 2 lo smoke marijuana us «/. 
3 (used of a jockey in horse racing) to ose weight Australia, 1939. 

► waste babies (of a 1 ► waste 

groceries to -vomit fSi #97 


wastebasket noun in pool, a pocket lhat seems receptive to balls 
dropping us, 1993 

waste-case noun a drunkard ii$sigi87 

wasted adjective 1 drunk or cbug-inloxlcaled or, ?m. 2 absolutely 
exhausted, t&gpearHer uses as 'intoxicated' uk ms 
Waste Island nickname the West Island ol Montreal. Likely 
nicknamed with this derogatory term by teenagers, the West Island 
area of the city is heavily residential and suburban, meaning that 
under-age citizens have to be transported around' by their parents 
or tlse.iiebus, and by contrast with central Montreft-vl; 5 s boring 

CANADA, 2002 

waster noun a lazy, unambitious person Ireland, mi 
waste-time adjective dull, boring, uninteresting. Hawaiian youth 

usage us im 

wastoid noun erson whose drug 

or alcohol use is rwnfng.thdi-rltfe us. rom 
wastry noun rubbish (trash) Jamaica, 2003 

watch verb ► watch your lip; watch your mouth; watch your 
trap to talk politel mind ir n inner 1 not speak out of 
turn. Often exclamatory uk. / 997. ► watch your step to be 
careful; to be cautious in a current or planned activity. Often as a 
warning uk 19S9 
Watcha [>see: wotcher 

watch and chain; watch noun the brain Rhyming slang uk 1992 
watchie noun a watchman uk: seoltff0,1996 
watch it verb warning to be 

careful. Always imperative, often exclamatory tc* 
watch queen noun 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 uni h ierives sexual 

pleasure from watching other men having sex us 1970. 2 a lookout 
during anonymous homosexual sex in piiblic places iM. 1975 
watch this space 1 ' 11 tcemenl that further 

developments may be expected Originally, and still, used of space 
in a newspaper, etc uk 1917 

watch works noun lb- 1 1 111 Teen in e; -1 by a Toronto 
newspaper in 1946 , although reportedly 'obsolescent or obsolete' 

by 1959 CANADA, 1946 

water noun 1 methamphetamine 1 1 ther entral nervous system 
stimulant us, r*; 2 phencyclidine, the recreational drug known as 
POP or angel dust us, 1939. 3 semen trinii iad and tobago , 1983 >see: 

WATERCRESS, water hen. ► go in the water to lose an athletic 
contest or other competition intentionally us ms ► go to water 
to be overcome with fear; to fail to maint; in a resolve Australia, 

1950. ► in the water; out in the water in debt us m2. ► over 
the water Northern Ireland. A British armed services' view of the 
world UK, 1995 

water verb ► water her garden (of a man) to have sex with a 
woman Jamaica, ms. ► water the garden to change the bottles 
of intravenous fluid that feed a neurologically depressed hospital 
patient us. 1973. ► water the horses lo unmle Australia, no. 

► water the vegetables to administer intravenous fluids to a 
hospital's neurologica y depressed patients us, ms 
water black noun n iscar Because iter i needed for application 


waterbomber noun 1 1 11 1 1 1 1 1 1 I 11 1 11 1 >st of the world's 

waterbombers are made by Canadair in Montreal, and are known 
in Europe as je Canadair' and ie pelican? Canada, ms 

> FIREBOMBER 

water box noun in drag racing, the area where cars heat and clean 
■■feir tyres before a race us, 1997 

waterboy noun a truck with a water tank used to spray water or 
other liquids on the ground us, 1971 
water burner noun a cook I lie form 'water scorcher’ has been 
recorded as early as 19164®®^ ,982 
watercooler moment noun lhat is expected to 

get people talktagibe next day. The discussions about such a 
moment are envisaged to happen when ofice workers meet at a 
watercooler us, 2003 
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watercress; water | Weary Willie 


watercress; water noun a dress. Rhyming slang uk ms 
watercress; water verb to dress. Rhyming slang uk im 
water dog noun 1 in circus and carnival usage, a seal us, mi. 2 in 
trucking, a truck wile leaking water lines (A raw 
waterfall verb to drink from a can or bottle by cascading the liquid 
into your mouth without touching the dan or bottle with your 
lips. CollectedcfranrtV 13-year-old in Inrin® California, Ap.nl 20(8as 

Waterford adjective easily understood; perfectly clear, Punslhie; 
syoGhymous 'crystal clear’ with well-known Irish glaSs 
manufacturers Waterford Crystal UK 2OM 
waterhead noun a person with mental problems US, 2002 

water hen; water noun irse 

waterhole; water hole noun 1 a public hotel WABMin isse. 2 a 
-trftdtstop us, 1376 

watering hole; watering spot noun a bar or .dub wfigisi$s$Eiol is' 
served; a public hotel us, 1955 

Waterloo noun a stew. Rhyming slang, from the area of London uk. 

watermelons noun female breasts of generous dimensions. From 
’ -pe all-too-obvious resemblance us, 1995 

water sports noun 1 ng and getting 

of an enema us, ram. 2 sexual activity that includes urination us, 

water-walker noun 

approach the miraculous. US naval aviator usage us. m6 
water-water noun marijuana uk 2003 
water works noun 1 tears uk, mr 2 thectfinaiy System us, mi 
wave noun 1 the semi-erect penis us, ;•»/. 2 crack cocaine uk rags 
wave rerfj to ben I lira edge < up lying card for later cheating os, 
1979. ► wave a dead chicken to knowingly make 8 futile 
attempt to resolve .1 preiblenr 1 3 ossib y an allusion to voodoo us 
► wave your wig 
usage us, mi 

wavelength noun ► on your wavelength; on the same 
wavelength 1 m; 1 mi 1 th mother's point of 
view or approach I igurative application of a clear radio signal us, 

waves noun ► make waves to stir up trouble; to upset an 
established. ,pr accepted roufttfel/s, mi 
wax noun phonograph il rding 1 riginally made on 
wax cylinders or discs; the term applied to: shellac discs and, sub¬ 
sequently, vinyl, but is not used to refer to newer technologies 
such as CD, tape, etc us, 1932. ► put the wax on the tracks to 
get ready and start out uk 2003 

wax verb it 1 2 txcel, to perform 

well us. 2001. 3 in children's games, to share turns at bat, kicking or 
■_pe like AusrtmJ^ ra». ► wax the carrot (of a male) to 

► wax the dolphin (of a male) to 

masturbate as; 19,27. ► wax the weezer (of a male) to masturbate 

waxa adjective good, excellent Mrlm 

waxhead noun a surfer. From the wax used on surfboards Australia, 


wax me used as m im 11 ' it 1 11 luestti >e given a marijuana 
cigarette uk 1996 

wax up verb to conceal itra 1 I 1 1 1 .mail container in readiness 
for hiding the container in ihe anus uk 199 6 
waxy noun In horse ra 1 n enthi 11 1 who can't help shouting in 
the ears of those near him Australia, tm 

way noun a famil ir neighbour!.I our home territory as, rasz. 

► in a big way to an extfSffSg us ra ► on the way out of a 
person, approaching retirement 01 likely to oe dismissed; of a 

thing, coming to if, ..iseful exi nee uk mi ►that’s 

the way (something does something) that's how things turn 


out. Used in a formulaic construction of 'that's ihe way the NOUN 
VERBs' us. 1952. ► the other way diverging from a stated con- 


way adverb extremely; without doubt us, m2 
wayback adjective ipi MustimiiA, im 

way enough! ir sd by the coxswain 

to the rowers to stop rowing us, 2003 
Wayne Fontanas adjective 111 I Hi n in 1 bananas; formed 

from British singer Wayne I ontana (Glyn Ellis) (b.1945) who, with 
Wayne Fontana & The Mindbenders, came to prominence in. the 
ip d-1960s UK; 200* 

wayout noun 1 persor hi flu in extraordinary, 
unconventional fashion I rom way out (unconventional) as, ram 
way out adjective e frei rail n -iii, 1 I lerim ntal 1 
innovative; good US, ms 
way past advert extremely os, 1992 

way to go! used f 1 ring approva ell d ne 1 '. Abbreviated 
from 'that's the way to go!' us. 1972 
way up adjective drunk us. m$ : 
waz; wazz; wass verb to urinate uk 1984 
waz; wazz; whaz noun ab a®,flffurination uk 1999 
wazoo noun the.gttos and/or rectum- us, 1955 
wazz vert to ram Afigu iti eu - 1 Ira -11 1 urinate'arc raso. 

► wazz on your bonfire to spoil your fun, (0 ruin something 
good. Combines waz; wazz (urination) with a symbol of celebration 


wazzed adjective in.nk A lfahuu of pi to I ie Batfinks 'Wazzed 
'n' Blasted' was recorded in the 1980s but not released until 1998 


wazzer; wazz adjective wonderful uk 1933 
wazzock; wazzuck noun >see: wassock 

WC noun a lavut 1 - 1- iatec rom water closet' uk 1315 

weak! used a 1 prompt and short expre 1 111 igieement with 

what has just been saitf.fil rase 
weakheart noun 1 p I e fficer representative of the 
establishment or authority, Used by West Indians, and intended to 
be offensive uk isff 

weakie noun 1 „ -1 ,| 1 ,, i, courage as 1996 

weak sister noun 1 a weak, ineffective person us, w. 2 an investor 
who 'buys-juSoftk as an investment but sells it as soon as the price 

weaky-weaky adjective frail trinidad and tobago, rasz 

weapon noun 1 ear 1000; and 

ever thus ui 2 • ► spit 

shine the weapon nan. Perhaps this 

phrase has military origins US, 2001 
weapons noun an actor's arsenal of make up UK 1952 
weapons-grade adjective very strong. Teen slang, post Tlthi, 
September 2001 US, 2002 

wear verb 1 to tolerate 01 accept something Originally military ijk 
1925. 2 to use a name us ram. ► wear American gloves among 
Canadian military personnel, if) have your hands in your pockets 
Canada, 1995. ► wear buttons to be extremely gullible as, 7976. 

► wear it to take the blame, and punishment, (or another's 
crime as 1996. ► wear stripes 1 r- q 1 1 entenceus >4 

► wear the face off someone to vtfeorousiy French kiss 
someone weland. 2003 

we are not worthy used as a humorous.,recognition of 
accomplishment as, 1992 

wearing the smalls noun lira il I. lang for balls uk 


Weary Willie noun a perso id and pessi¬ 

mistic. From the character portrayedfteeireus clown Emmett Kelly 

(1898-1979) us. 







Weary Winny | weekend pass 
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Weary Winny noun a prostitute who seeks customers on the street 
From the title of a 1927 film us, mi 
weasel noun u i | i iii'ii et >y rail xtrters; probably 

derived "fain weaseling (extracting ti ps) UK i %5 
weasel verb i to use ambiguous language in an attempt to 
equivocate on the meaning us, mm 2 to use cunning to achieve 
your end; to cheat uk re75. ► weasel out; weasel your way 
out to avoid a responsibility 01 ob igation, especially in a sly or 
underhand manner uk, 19s 

weasel and stoat; weasel noun a coat. Rhyming slang uk 1971 

weaseling; weaselling noun Used by railway 

putmuK im 

We, as official Video Rangers, hereby promise... used witfc 
humour as an oath or pledge I rom the US children's television 
programme Captain Video and his Video Rangers (1947-57), -||®' 
wbierahe viewers were asked tajjtK with Captain Video in prom¬ 
ising tb 'support forever the causes of freedom, truth and justice 
throughout the universe'. Used with irony in later years by those 
who as children had been warped by television us, tag? 
weather noun ► under the weather 1 ill, unwell us, mo. 

2 experiencing the bleed period of the menstrual cycle. A 
narrowing of the general sense of 'vaguely unwell' Canada, mi. 

3 tipsy, drunk. I rom the conventiona sense as 'unwell' Australia, 

weather guesser noun a meteorologist Antarctica, 2003 

weather in; weather out verb nfine pilots in 

Canada's west to the airport until conditions iifipfove. This term, 
was used in alternation with, or perhaps more often than 4 ,f s)prm- 
stayed', 1n : -western Canada winters Canada im 

weave noun 1 existing hair to 

hide baldness or thinning hair os 1 993. 2 clothes us, 1972 
weave verb ► get weaving to start (immediately). Originally Royal 
Air Force slang uk 1942 
web noun a television network us; mo 
webbed up adjective involved, entangled; addicted UK 2000 
webfoot noun i 2 icehorse that 

performs well on a muddy-' track us, mi 
weblish noun th- - In rma led u rl i ted form of English 
that is used in text messaging, chat rooms, etcux, 2001 
web rage noun an outburst of enraged hostility within a cyber¬ 
environment US. 1996 

wedding™™ 1 one-on-on 1 I 1 n fighter pilots us, res6 
wedding bells noun morning glory seeds, eaten for their purported 
hallucinogenic effect us, 1970 

wedding bells acid; wedding bells noun LSD us wf 
wedding kit noun the genitals us, 1x4 

wedding night noun the first occasion on which two homosexual 
men have sex with each other uk 2002 
wedding tackle noun the male genitals uk mi 
wedge noun 1 a thick fold of currency notes; money in general. In 
the C18 and C1 c i 'wedge' meant both 'money' and 'silver'; how¬ 
ever, these senses were obsolete foing before the current usages. 
The modem derivation comes from folded banknotes which form 
a wedge shape; hence the coincidental generic usage uk 1977. 

2 one hundred pounds - ik, 2000. 3 a dose of LSD; LSD us, 1971. 4 in 
drag racing, an engine with a combustion chamber that is shaped 
like a wedge us, 1999. 5 a car. Teen slang us. 1951 
wedged adjective j-operation and 

unable to pro^SJIdS -rass 

wedged up adjective having money lo spend UK 2000 
wedger noun someone who pushes into a queue us, 1994 
wedgie noun \ wedge-tailed rgl tralia mi 
wedgies noun wedge-heeled shoes uk 1959 
wedginald noun money. Disguising wedge (money) with a play on 
the name Reginald uk 1999 


wedgy; wedgie noun 1 the condition that exists when someone 
pulls your trousers or underpants forcefu y upward, forming a 
wedge between buttock cheeks us, 1988 2 a sandal, the thong of 
which wedges between the toes us, mi 
wee; wee wee noun urine; an act of urination. Juvenile or jocular in 
the main uk 1937 
wee verb to urinate Ireland, 1934 
weebles noun ai ill-defined or undefined illness os, 1947 
weed noun 1 in 1111 n fhe [ red lang rm for marijuana 
-rifitil the 1950s, and despite the popularity of its successors it has 
never completely vanished from the lexicon us, 1928. 2a marijuana 
cigarette us, ms. 3 a cigarette os, mi. 4 tobacco uk im. s a thin, 
unhealthily delicate and weak person uk m. 6 in horse racing, an 
undersized thoroughbred uk ms. 7 an experl Barbados, ms. 8 a 
beginner surfer us, mi. ► get into the weeds to micro-manage 
■She smallest details us. mi 

weed verb 1 in 1 n I 11 lli in 1 t ide an employee 
with money lo gamble in the hopes of bui ding up business us, 

1947. 2 to pilfer. Survives as weeding uk mu. ► weed a poke to 
remove all fhprfey an$ valuable items from a sfiatel wallet us 1m 
weedburner noun 111 Ira racing - 1 11 1 ripe that extend 
downward ajptfr the rear of the cai' terfriinatini'near the ground 
us, m 

weeder noun on th railwa h upervi 1 r track crew us. 1977 
weed head noun a marijuana srncfk&r us, ms 
weeding noun tealin pe llyfromanemj er or at the scene 
of a crime already committed. From weed (to pilfer)**; 
weedly noun a female marijuana smoker us, 1955 
weed monkey; weed mule noun an old car or truck used to haul 
raw materials used in the illegal production of alcohol us 1974 
weedo noun a marijuana .user us ress 
weed of wisdom noun marijuana uk 1994 
weeds noun clothesSS, mt 

weed tea noun a narcotic drink made by the infusion of marijuana 
leaves. A combination of weed (marijuanaJsafW 'tea' in the con¬ 
ventional sense us, 19m 

weedwacker team noun in law enforcement, a surveillance team us 


weedy adjective I mnal strength uk. 


Wee Georgie Wood; wee georgie adjective good. Rhyming slang, 
formed on music hall entertainer Wee Georgie Wood (1894-1979), 
perhaps via the Tasmanian Wee Georgie Wood Steam Railway 
(named after a locomotive presumably named, in turn, after the 
entertainer); especially in the phrase 'any wee ggargie wood?’ 

AUSTRALIA. 1942 

wee hammock noun a sat 111 11 -I li m the in nlarity of 
appearance; in usage while such capacious reinforcement was t® 
popular choice; certaiplyib use during the mid-tolate 196dst)© 

wee heavy noun a nip-sized bottle of strong ale or barley wine. First 
used, fir Fowler's Wee Heavy™, then generic. Recorded by Brian 
Glover, QMRA.bictiohdty Of Beer, 1985 UK ms 
wee hours noun very early in the morning; the hours just after 
'(midnight us. S3 

weekend noun any short term of imprisonment uk mo 
weekend adjective -I leri 1 -I 1 1 1 dr iting 1 part-time or casual 
'dftdfeation to a stated activity. Not restricted to weekend usage uk 

weekender noun til sentence for a minor 

offence or) weekends ct$:wi 

weekend habit noun a sporadic use of recreational drugs uk mo 
weekend hippie noun a person with a conventional lifestyle who at 
the weekend adopts a counterculture persona us, 190s 
weekend pass noun 1U1 t 1 1 11 _ lang probably of military 
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weekend root | well. I'll be a blue-nosed gopher! 


weekend root noun i sexual partner th n< illusions of a sustained 
relationshi p new Zealand, ms 

weekend warrior noun i 

Members of reserve units must typically devote one weekend a 
month to refresher training us 2 in drag racing, a 
hobbyist/enthusiast who confines his-jgpition to weekend events 

;#| 1965 

weenie; weeny adjective small, tirflragi^ 
weenie; weeny; wienie noun 1 a hot dog. Sptti.the German 
wienerwurst us, im. 2 the penis us, 1973 
weenie bin noun a library carrel VS to 

weenie wagger; weenie waver noun a male sexual exhibitionist 

i«# 

weeny; weenie; wienie noun an unlikeable, weak person us. to 
weeny-bopper noun a young girl lotyeta eenager but with a 
teenager's tastes. After teenybopper (a young teenager, especially a 

weep and wail noun 1 ry told b a beggar. Rhyming slang for 
'ISIe' uk i960 

weep and wait vert to serve a prison sentence while awaiting news 
on the outcome of an appeal us 1962 
weeper™™ 1 |ni ner I in 1 t manage hi incarceration and 
constantly complains us 1976 

weepie noun a film, novel, pay, song, etc, with a sentimental 
narrative or emotional effect uk 1952 
weeping willow noun a pillow. Rhyming slang uk im 
weeping womb™™ the bleed period of the menstrual cycle us 


weeps noun tears us. 1946 

wees noun an act of urination new Zealand, 1934 

weevil™™ in oil drilling, a new and inexperienced worker us. 1954 

wee-wee noun 1 the penis us to;. 2 the vagina us ms >see: wee 

wee-wee veil) 1 ' innate Ifldren < ibulary uk 1937 

wee-wee adjective very small Barbados, tw 

wee2ee verb to urinate. Ch and tobaco, 

we go! 'let's lea isage us, mi 

wegonegridl e. Origir ise 1 1 11 ff on a citizens' 

band radio transmission, but too good to stay there us me 
WeHommt - 1 h I ilif miaus,2ooi 

weigh verb ► weigh in to bring nil uence to bear; to make a 
forceful contributi nt 1 1 1 11 1 li ion uk 1909 ►weigh 

in with to produce 11 in iddi nal; t intr duce something 

► weigh into 

someone 1 2 ensnare 

► weigh on to pay m repay 
someone. English Gypsy use uk 2000 

weigh off verb 1 i enten om nt ... inment or other 

judicial punishment In a wider sense 'to weigh up' is ‘tDvOon- 
sider"; this usage is originally military us 1925. 2 to take revenge. To 
redress tbe'balance by adjusting the weight uk jfw- 
weight ™™i In e 1 titi 1 iru 2 a laige amount of 

money us, to. 3 blame, responsibility us i960. 4 difficulties, 
problems us 1997. 5 the haiidit, p that, skilled pool player will 
allow an opponent us to. ► do the weight to slim, to lose 
weight uk 1999. ► put on weight to undergo breast enhancement 
surgery us, 1997 

weight house™™ in an illegal drug enterprise, any place where a 
dealer hides his major supply of drugs us 2002 
weightless adjective drug-intoxicated, especially by crack cocaine uk 

weight pile noun 11 e mi 1 1 tliftin juipment is kept. 

Prison terminology us ; mo 
weights noun loaded dice us. ,<&f ■ 


weight watcher™™ a Department of Fransportation employee at 
a roadside weigh station It'- trucks us. 1976 
weigh up verb to consider or appraise something UK to 

weiner™™ >see: wiener 

weird and wonderful adjective remarkably eccentric; peculiar; 
unfathomable. A colloquial coupling; usually ironic or derogatory, 
always dichdd uk wsg 
weirdo noun a weird p®|p&jj^s 

weird out verb 1 2 

someone; to cause someone emotional tufjBSii US' 1993 

weirdy; weirdie noun 1 I person uk to. 2 a 

homosexual, usually male uk 1969 

welch verb >see: WELSH 

welcome aboard! newcomer to 

any organisation, Institution or closed group us, to 
welcome to my world it I 1 1 1 ing lin ited sympathy when 

someone is complaining about something that happens to you 
regularly us. 1999 

welcome to the club! used for expressing faint sympathy for 
someone who is complaining about something that other?Suffer 

weld verb to have sex Jamaica, im 


welder noun a male pornography performer us, 1995 

well noun to tp I mi il ml 1 ketu. 1979 ►the 

Well Brldew 

well adjective used nt t In I illl I uni I I i II i il 

symptoms uSiism 

well adverb used eneral 1 five em[ 1 1 to adjectives uk 


well and truly adverb utterly, beyond doubt, to an unarguable 
degree uk to 

well away adjective 1 2 uk 1931. ► be 

well away in the example: 

'He's well away with that girl' uk 1937 
well-endowed adjective 1 of a man, having impressively pro¬ 
portioned genitals uk. 1951. 2 of a woman, having generously pro¬ 
portioned Breasts uk 19S4 
well-gone adjective 
well-hard adjective very tough me 1995 

well-heeled adjective 1 1 I 1 1 1 more thar ufficient money us. 


well hung adjective i .enerously proportioned 

genitals UK ms. 2 young. Rhyming slang UK 1992 
wellie verb 1 to x 1 11 11-ill i- 1 1-1-1 11-nne Used by the 

Royal Marines in the Falklands war, made wlttar in the SAS 
fictions of Chris Ryan and Andy McNab uk m2. 2 to kick someone 
or sfimetiflflIL*; 1966 

wellie; welly ™™ i plastic water¬ 

proof footware) In the 1970s it began to be used in phrases 
where 'boot' occurred, e.g. 'The welly's orr.the other foot now'; 
'he's getting too big for his'wellies'. Perhaps started by The Great 
Northern Welly Boot Show put on by Billy Connolly at the 
Edinburgh Festival in the early 1970s. 'Well boot' is also a variant 
uk 1961. 2 power, energy, especially when harnessed as acceleration 
uk i98o. ► give it some wellie; give it some welly to 
vigorously attack someone or something; hence, to put all your 
effort into something; After wellie (Wellington boot), hence a play 


wellied adjective drunk LK job 
wellie-whanging noun Wellington boot hurling as an 
unconventional competitive sport uk, to 

well. I'll be a blue-nosed gopher! ill essing surprise A 
signature line of the 01 ie character in the 'Spin and Marty' 
segment of the Mickey Mouse Club in the 1950s. Repeated with 
referential humour us. im. 



well. I'll be a dirty bird! | wet-finger 
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well. I'll be a dirty bird! i d for pr ing uprise humorously. 
A signature line of George Gobel on the television comedy The 
George Gobel Showcase (CBS, 1954 - 60 ). Repeated widely with 
referential |mj|gs 19® 

well, I'm damned! >see: i'll be damned 

well I never!; well I never did! used'fob IfegMSlring surprise UK 

Wellington noun 1 ndom. A figurati 1 li tion of waterproof 
footwear 'Welly boot' is also a variant uk 2003 

Wellington boot; Wellington noun an act of sexual intercourse. 

Rhyming slang for root Australia, 1970 
well-lined adjective reasonably wealthy uk ism 


welnaw no US, ism 

welsh; welch verb to ndl< meone out of money wagered. 
Originates in the supposed untrustworthiness of the Welsh, poss¬ 
ibly as speakers of a language few other mainland Britons 
understand (and such private communication is, after all, the 
intention of most criminal slang) uk, isst 
Welshie; Welshy noun a Welsh-person uk isst 
Welsh Wales noun lie Ifthi referre pecif ill/to the parts of 
Wales where Welsh isfitepredominant language this could well be 
considered as a correct usage; however, this is used generally and 
patronisthgly, often in a faux-Welsh accent, of Wales as a whole uk 

Welsh Windbag nickname politician Neil Kinnock (b. 1942 ); hence, 
any loquacious Welsh person A happy alliteration given to 
•pnnoppbm his weakness for big speeches that (unhappily) 
undermined his credibility with the electorate; the tag dates from 
'stirs time as leader of the lafe@HC'party from 1983-92 uk. im 
wendy noun med on the 

name Wendy, probably elaborating the initia W for white, and 
originating among Cape coloureds sjStiBfwfe 2000 
Wendy house noun 1 in prison, a time when prisoners are 
permitted to associate with each other. I rom a child’s Wendy 
house, thusiapcateion to playtime and the possibility for discreet 
association ok so,,. 2 the Duty Chief Inspector's office in the 
Information Room at New Scotland Yard, from the conventional 
sense as 'a children's playhouse' uk 19m 
Werris noun a Greek pmS&njuSTRAfiA, BTr 

Werris Creek noun 1 1 reek; 1 n I . ling From the 

name of a New South Wales town aiistral ia 1977. 2 an act of 
. tortoaban. Rhyming slang, for leak Australia, sees 
wert' noun worthless Hawaiian youth usage us, 1982 
Wesson party noun group sex enhanced by spreading vegetable oil 
on the participants' bodies An allusion and tribute to Wesson™ 
vegetable oil us, tm- 

west coaster noun in ii 1 ing 1 irg 1 tangular rear view mirror 

'■h jpgg 

west coast turnaround noun tron tr I nervous system 
stimuSihtk Powerful enough to keep a truck driver awake for irtjljf . 
to the west coast and bacfeasVf 
West End show noun I End is known as 

'Theatreland'; this jocular term in use amongst musicians suggests 
that heroin is a popular entertainment that willy in the words of # 
critical diChe, run and /Urr* UK 2001 

West End thespian noun 1 lesbian ... ing uk 2003 

western grip noun used of a male when masturbating, gripping 
your penis with your thumb facing your body From the grip used 
on the reins by those riding Western style us, 2004 
western style adjective used 1 offee tale n< lukewarm Punning 
on the observation that the coffee has 'been on the range all day' 

- V$ BX, 


westie noun ; to people 

from the western suburbs of Sydney, it now has spread to other 
parts of the country. In Sydney it was used as a derogatory 
sobriquet to refer to i nhabitants of suburbs west of one's own, 
which meant that everyone except those people living in the 
eastern beach suburbs was liable to be called a 'westie' by 
someone. Similarly, in New Zealand, applied to thqf#ffom the 
suburbs west of Auckland Australia. 1977 
Westminster Abbey noun 1. cal'dr Rnymingsl r cabby 

Westminster Abbey adjective habb I ming long originally 
theatrical, nicely ironic uk. mi 

Westralia noun e ern Ai 1 ilia Hen 1 1- ne or something of 
Western Austral8 I; §| 'Westralran' Australia, ms 
west side passkeys no™ burglary tools. Coined in Chicago os, m2 
Westy noun US Arn kener I lliam nil estmoreland (b.1914), 
‘dfjS commander in Vietnam 1964—68US 1991 
wet noun 1 a politician with middle-of-the-road views on 
controversial issues, especially (during the 1980s) a Conservative 
itet©ntirely supportive of Margaret Thatcher's monetarist policies 
uk mi. 2 in molor racing, .1 tyre designed for racing in the rain us, 
1992 . 3 a drink of an alcoholic beverage C 0 wcEt, first recorded in 
slang as 'heavy-wet' (malt liquor) uk m 4 alcoholic beverages. 

Gulf war usage uk 1991. 5 an act of urination uk 1925. 6 a conven¬ 
tional cigarette infused with embalming fluid us 2001. 7 rain; wet 
weatherus, ms. 8a Mexican national 1 egally present in the US. 
Shortened: form of wetback, from the Spanish mojado, drawn frog*: 
the image of swimn ing , cross the Rio Grandt River from Mexico 
into Texas. Derogatory us, 1979. ► the wet the wet season in 
Australia's ttopical north Australia, 190s 
wet verb ► wet the baby's head io c-mk u< celebrate the birth 
(and christening) of a child uk /css. ► wet the elbow to enjoy a 
it ► wet your whistle to have a drink, 

especially an alcoholic drink us 1729. ► wet yourself to laugh 
uproariously uk, 

wet adjective i of man uall if ready for sex. Not 
recorded before 1937 but surely in use much earlier uk 1937. 2 in 
.politics, willing to compromise. Adopted from the sense 'weak, 
lacking in effectiveness'; in this context often as Tory 'wet' (see 
following citation) uk mo. 3 weak, lacking in effectiveness Upper- 
class society use uk i 9 i 6 . 4 foolish new zeal \ni 2002. 5 excellent US, 

2,1 on. 6 pertaining to killing us, 1992. 7 permitting the purchase and 
consumption of alcoholic beverages us, ismi 
wetback noun 1 1 II- immigrant to the U from Mexico. An 
offensive and fijjjrijive term deriving from the crossing of the Rio 
Grande River between Mexico and the US. Displaying a candour 
endemic to the time, the US Border Patrol launched 'Operation 
Wetback* in 1954 to stem the tide of illegal i;nqmigfit®n from 
Mexico us sms 2 in surfing, a large wave US, 19S7 
wet behind the ears adjective inexperiencetf SK 1931 
wet blanket noun a kifj^.a spol'ISpofte/ftf^k 

wet bum noun I -1 1.. L -1 mi he image of a baby 

with a wet bottom, punning on wet (weak) uk, tmt 
wetcoast noun the strip of British Columbia along the Pacific Ocean 
CANADA, 1989 

Wetcoast Samsonite noun j for luggage 

CANADA, 1989 

wet decks noun a woman who has recently had sex with several 

wet dream noun 1 among men, a sleeping fantasy that triggers 
orgasm uk mi. 2 a dream come true A figurative application of 
the ufiponsfeus fantasy that triggers an orgasm uk. 1971 
wet dreamer noun an exciting esepertereg uk 1999 
wet fart adjective ineffectual, pointless ukmsob 
wet-finger noun ► get wet-finger in the categorisation of sexual 
activity by teenage boys, to insert ,1 fingei into a girl's vagina us. 
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Wet Nelly | what am I going to do with you? 


Wet Nelly noun ed i eneri lame f m form of bread 
pudding. There is anecdotal evidence ol Wet Telly being enjoyed 
dMtg World War 1 ute, xm 

wet paper could cut you an who can't 

do anything right trinidadand tobago, 19,39 
wet rag noun an unpopular, socially inept person us, 1955 

wet road block noun die .roops were 

prohibited fisirjs crossing the Yalu, even irtwr uit of enemy 
S^QjgfsM >982 

wet season noun die bleed period of die menstrual cycle Australia, 

wet shot noun >r photograph 

depicting a man ejaculating us, 1991 
wet smack noun a sexually frigid woman us, 1977 

wet stuff noun amme or 

film US, 1997 

wetsuit noun a condom US, 1993 

wettie noun TRALIA, 1987 

wettie rash noun i rash caused t i in et uit/tus tralia, 1996 
wetware noun a human being; the human brain us, 1991 

wet week; wet weekend noun ► like a wet week; like a wet 
weekend miserable, wretched uk 19m 
wet willie noun in ict in hich a spit-moi ned finger is forced 
into a victim's ear and twisted us 1992 
WFO adjective u e 1 id ttle, all the per An abbreviation of 
Vide fucking open' us, 2001 

whack noun 1 a heavy, resounding blow; a blow with a stick, often as 
corporal punishment us 1737. 2 a share, a portion, a part, a 
measure Australia, 1 889. 3 heroin 1 a , 2003. 4 crack cocaine uk 2003. s a 
poorly execut ► have a whack at; 

take a whack at to attempt something, to attack someone us, 
1904 . ►out of whack 1 1 ; per shape or rder us >885 

whack verb 1 to kill Also used with 

'out' us 197- 21 ul meone vigorousl ► whack 

plaque in 1 Jentist ffice I 11 h llected from an 
orthodontist in Bangor, Maine, in April 2001 us 21101. ► whack 
your doodle (of a male) to masturbate us. 1970 
whack! in the I it 1 na han 1 11 used for commenting on a 
poor landing us. m2 
whackadoo noun a crazy person us ijs® 

whack attack noun 1 in the Ian ia fhan liding, a string of 
bad landings us 1992. 2 an irrational and vio ent reaction to 
hallucinogenic 

whacked adjective 1 exhausted 1 m un. 2 drunk or drug-intoxicated. 

Also used with 'out' us, /■»./. 3 out of control uk, 199 5 
whacker; wacker noun a foofca jerk/trawiM, >966 
whacking noun 1 t beatin iefeat I lefi urative sporting sense 
is not recorded before 1951 uk 7862. 2 a killing. I rom whack (to 
m ureter} ys, 2001 

whacking adverb less UK 1853 

whacko adjective 1 terrific; wonderful Australia, ms;. 2 crazy; eccentric 
m W7 

whackol used for expressing shock Australia, 1937 

whack-off noun 

whack off verb to mdsturbafeas. 79® 

whack Off with verb 

whacko Jacko adjective crazy. A catchphrase formed from the 
nickname of entertainer Michael Jackson, whose well-publicised 
ecCeAriclties give rise to this usage us m9 
whacko the chook! 1 d '01 prc ing loci Australia mi 
whacko-the-diddle-oh used for 1 11 tocl Australia, 1966 

whack out verb tfs^li someone us 8 79 
whack-silly adjective bsessed h nasturbation us >962 


whack up verb lo divide something, especially a quantity ol illegal 
drugs, into portions US 197 3 
whaddup? used as a greetinftts, im 

whaddya hear?; whaddya say? used as a greeting. The 
trademark greeting o' James Cagney ('Rocky' Sul van) in the 1938 
Warner Brothers film Angels With pirty Faces us. >938 
wha happen?; what happenin? used as a greeting trinidad and 

tomm 1993 

whaka blonde noun if 1 1 man. A nage from the 
Whakarewarewa Thermal-Village in Rotora, a Maori tourist 
attraction new Zealand, 1950 
whale noun a gambler who places large bets us, ms 
whale verb 1 to deal someone uk to. 2 (0 have sex us, >967. 3 to play 
-music with passion and gusto us. tsss 
whale belly noun n the rail 1 1 1 tender th a drop bottom 

whale in the bay noun 11 o m I- 11 1 _ 1 payment of a 
gambling debt Australia, >989 
whale kisser noun an gftyfffiftmentalist us, 2003 
whale of a time noun a good titjaejg, mil 
whale sperm noun a plexiglas cleaning agent us, >991 
whale tail noun that portion of the T at the rear of a thong that 
becomes exposed dtaing-wear usuawr 
wham noun a striptease 1 In I V iance ends hei perform¬ 
ance completely naked usiygjfc 

wham! ngthe uddenne of rn occurrence. 

Figurative 'wham' ga®## >999 
wham bag noun a bag full of explosives us, >988 
wham, bam, thank you m'am used for describing anything done 
In very short order, espec ially sex Sometimes abbreviated, and 
(sometimes-embellished with other rhymes us, m2 
whammer noun the penis US- 19 B 

whammy noun 1 a curse or hex us; 7 940. 2 something that is 
upsetting or sets you back us, mi 

whammy bar noun a floating bi 

tremolos, vibrators, dives, bends and other effects possible us, m2 
wham-wham noun in prison, store-bought snacks us, mt 
whandoodlesnoun 1 1 | 1 1 >11 - 11 1 rease in the betting 

limit after a player wins a hand with a rare hand us,i mr 
whangdoodle noun on 1.tie railways, a remote telephone us, 1977 
whanger; wanger noun the penis US ism 
wha'ppen(?) West Indian 

and UK Black usage uk mi 

whapp'n used as a greeting Derived from 'what's happening?' but 
not used as an interrogative uk 21x13 
wharfie noun a wharf labourer Australia, 1911 
wharf rat noun in the language surrounding the Grateful Dead, a 
follower of the band who abstains from alcohol and drupufipfri 
'Jhe title of a Grateful Dead song us, >994 
whark verb to vomit uk ms 

whassname noun used t refer to a name that i unknown, 
forgotten, tp fee avoided or hardly worth mentioning. Slovening of 

WHATS-HIS-NAME UK 2000 

what noun ► or what? used as a final (often the only), wholly 
i nddfinite choice uk >766 

what a gay day! used as Her; also as an 

Indicator of homosexual company. I he catchphrase of camp 
Comedian and television compere Larry Grayson (1923-95) it 
caught the-ip|»6jrc imagration: in the mid-1970s and was adopted 
into popular use uk 2004 

what a loss used 1 1 in mpathy for a difficult situation 








what a revolting development this is | what the heck! 
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what a revolting development this is used for expressing 
displeasure. A signat ire line of working-c ass hero Chester A. Riley 
on: the television comedy The Life of Riley (NBC, 1949- 58). 
Repeated with referential humour (is, ms 
what are you like? iirected at someone whose 

behaviour is unacceptable Ireland, ms 
what can I do you for?'how can I help?', 'what can I do for 

whatcha' thinking? used as a greeting us, 

what'chu talkin' about, Willis? used for humorously expressing a 
ISck- ef understanding or belief A sto^felifire on the television 
comedy Diffrent Strokes (1978-86), uttered by the Arnold Jacfgpn 
character played by Gary Coleman. Repeated with referential 
humour us ix 

what did your last slave die of? used as an expression of 
discontent to someone who is demanding that too much be done 


whatdja; whatdya; whaddya 'what do you'. A phonetic recording 
of general slurring uk, 1999 

what-do-you-call-it; what-d'ye-call-it noun used as a replacement 
for any noun that the user cannot or does not wish to specify uk 

what do you know?; whaddya know? used as a register of 
surprise us, wu 

what do you know, Joe? used as agreefing us, w? 

what do you think of the show so far? - rubbish! a question 
and answer catchphrase widely used and often without an 
appropriate context Comedian Eric Morecambe (1926-84) 
introduced this catchphrase in the early 1.970s, The response was 
usually voiced by Morecambe in the; manner of a ventriloquist: 
'ruggishl' m, mi 

what else did you get for Christmas? directed at a person 
showing-off with a new 'toy'; often addressed lo the tail of a 
disappearing vehicle uk 197s 

whatever adverb used for registering self-pitying acceptance us, 2003 
whatever pronoun used 1 n emphatic form ol vhat?' In conven¬ 
tional use fro^ : Sl4-Cl9, then colloquial uk 1974 
whatever!! < what has just been said. 

Said with,attitude, with a pause after 'what', and somKjpjeswith 
BnufinjK and forefingers shaped 'W' us. 79® 
whatever’s fair used as a n n-res[ isive 1 ue newer to a direct 

question us„ 19a 

whatever turns you on 11 1 1 I iual tast ft ibles, hobbies, 
interests, etc. Generally spoken to indicate a r rderance of tastes 
that do not coincide with your own us, im 

what for a thing is that? 1 11 n i 1 tian ofGerrman 
descent used as a query to mean 'what kind of a thing is that?' 

CANADA, 1999 

what goes up must come down a Cockney catchphrase that 
comments generally on the inevitability of things happening, and, 
•spesiBbaliy, on the nature ofaptegrtancy 
what-have-you noun used in place of any other item or items in a 
category uk im 

what is it with you? \ I re u beh 1 in uch a manner? uk. 

what it is used as a^efirig us, 1974 

what kind? what's the matter with you? us, m3 

what makes you tick the inner- rking .. mind. As if by 

clockwork uk 1999 

whatnot noun - acteristic of 

individual speakers, not a group, and often used with an annoying 
regularity uk. ism 

what price NOUN? nil- A 1 Hi l methingi; what do 
you think of... something? Occasion; lly admiring, but generally 
sarcastic, in reference to a well-understood value uk 


what say? 1 what do you think?; what do you say to the proposal?, 

what's-er-name; what’s-her-name noun used to refer to a name 
that is unknown, ^r^i^hi, to be avoided or hardly worth 
mentioning uk, 19/ s 

what's-his-face; what's-her-face noun used to refer to a ftSWfe- 
that is unknown, ftrgatteh, to be avoided or hardly worth 
mentioning uk 1995 

what's-his-name; what's-his-namey noun used, to refer to a 
person whose name is unknown, forgotten, to be avoided or 
hardly worth, mentioning Uk wr 

whatsit; whatsis; whatzis noun used to refer to a name that is 
unknown, ftjrgOCteB, to be avoided or hardly worth mentioning us 

what's it to you? used (often 1 1 I 1 the rhetorical 

response to a question, Hie answei to which is thus signalled to be 
,,kfene of-the questioner's business uk im 

what's kicking? of what is 

new?' us, 1949 

what's my name? used as a taunt while beating someone. In 
1967, boxer Muhammed Ali fought Ernie Ferrell, who insisted on 
calling Ali 'Cassius Clay'; as Ali pounded Terrell, Ah taunted 'What's 
Sty name, fool? What's my name?' its t »/ 
what's poppin? used as a peer-to-peer greeting us, ms 
what's shaking?; what's shakin'? used aS a gfe§ffig us, 1951 
what's that when it’s at home? used as artBXptession of 
contempt or derision for something Amy person, people or object 
m^, of course, Substitute&r 'that' uk 1932 
what's the damage? I mud do e? hat is the cost? 

Formed on damage (expense) uk im 
what's the dealio?; what's the dillio? what is new?, what is 
going an? Popularised by rapper Busta?Rhymes in the late 1990s 

what's the difference between NOUN and NOUN? a well- 
worn joke-teHing formula that ?$ atlj usually half answered (a 
Jrtore vulgar or scandalous response to the question .is-implied) US 

what's the drill? what are the arrangements, or usual procedures? 

Originally military, now general uk mi 
what's the score? what, is the atest information, situation, etc? 
Originally Royal Air Horce, then more general uk mi 

what's the story, morning glory? ,uei: as a cheerful greeting us. 


what's up? used 1 as a greeting us, 1993 
whatsup? used as a greeting us, 1990 

what's up. Doc? used as an all-purpose enquiry The catchphrase 
of Loony dunes cartoon hero Bugs Bunny, who, (rom his third 
outing, in July 1940 (and much repeated), would inquire 'Mnyeh... 
what's up, Doc?' as a taunt to pursuers. Also used cinematically, 
this time without specific context, as the title of a 1972 Hollywood 
sfilm. Popular with sub-editors as a headline for any number of 
.articles on the National Health us, 1940 
what's up with that? n more facts us 

1994 

what's with you? what , imi iti 1 h ire you behaving in 
such away?; whal has happened to you?; explain yourself!; why? 
Also applied tocinaaimate objects us ? 940 
what's your damage? what's your problem?; what's the matter? 

what’s your song. King Kong? used as a greeting us 1947 
what the fuck 1 nation or 

surprise. Possibly a pbrtfin*|B*f 'what the fucking hell!', ifi turn 
an elaboration of what the hell: uk, iw 
what the heck! 1 ndignation, 

etc; also used stismissively and §sV» expression: of resignpM uk 
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what-the-hell | whinge; winge 


what-the-hell adjective indifferent, uncaring uk 1968 

what the hell! prise uk 1372 

what the hellfire! )r surprise. A 

VWattOn Of WHAT THE HELL! UK 1997 

what the hey! used a i hi norou leclar n of surpnse 
bemusement or dismissal Popu arised by Milton Berle in the early 
day® of US television; an early television catchphrase that swept 

the nation 

what up? used as a greeting us 1990 

what up, love one? 1 I 1 11 ig Used as a coded greeting 

by members of the Black Guerrilla Family prison gang os, 2000 

what/which part of no don't you understand? used for 
humourously emphasizing a previous negative answer Wildly 
popular, and over-used, in the 1990s; an instant favourite of US 
parents scolding children. First made fcimous by Lorrie Morgan in 
a 1991 song 'What Part of No', written by Wayne Perry and Gerald 
Smith - 'I'll be glad to explain it / If it's too hard to comprehend / 
So tell me what part of no / Don't you understand?' us. 1991 
whatyoucallit noui run that the 

user cannot or does not wish to specify arc 2002 
what-you-may-call-it; whatchamacallit noun used in place of a 
word that is temporarily forgotten or not important for the context 


wheat noun marijuana. A play on grass and an assonant pun on 


wheech verb to rr ive 11 to move imething wiftlyaway. 
Probably derived, Jifipme way, from Scots dialect wheech (a stink) 

tjt SCOTLAND 1911 

wheel noun 1 a leader; an important person us, n33. 2 a mid-level 
employee in an illegal lottery us, 197s. 3 the game of roulette us. 

1993. 4a tablel of MDMA, the recreational drug best known as 
ecslasy uk 2003. 5 in a carnival, any ride that is in the form of a 
wheel us. mo. 6a life prison sentence us. 1991. 7 in lowball poker, 
the lowest possible straight (five to ace) us. mi. 8 the ankle us mo 
wheel verb 1 to travel; to drive us, 1721. 2 (used of a racehorse) to turn 
around suddenly us ms 

wheel and deal verb to engage in profit-making in a flamboyant 


wheeler-dealer noun ischemin itrivi I 1 maker with many 
connections. The reduplication of the vowel sound serves to 

wheeler-dealing; wheeling-and-dealing noun scheming business 
practice us 1984 

wheel horse noun in 01 I11II1 he be 1 1 n a crew us, 1954 

wheelie; wheely noun 1 front wheels 

of a car or from wheel of a motorcyle, bicycle or skateboard off 
the ground due to sudden acceleration us, 19 66. 2a wheelchair( vk; 
1999 ► pop a wheelie S 1995 

wheelie-bin noun r larg 1 1 rubbish bin 

wheel jockey noun a military convoy truck driver us 1991 
wheel man noun 1 in a crimina iperation he get iway driver us. 

1935. 2 a person who brings together pool players who are willing 
,te play for money US 1993 

wheels noun 1 a car us, 1959. 2 a record turntable or turntables used 
by DJs. From the circular shape and revolving motion. Variants 
include 'wheels of steel' and the singular 'wheel' us, 1999. 3 shoes 
or boots us 1990. 4 the legs, especially a woman's legs us, 1966. 

► on wheels to the extreme us ms. ► put wheels on it used 
in restaurants to note that the order is a take-away Canada, 1993. 

► the wheels are coming off to be getting out Of control; to 
not be going as planned uk 199s 

wheels man noun 1 I In -1 :l\nd 199 6 

wheesht! be quiet! Fr m 1 I led n n hush) uk Scotland, 


wheeze noun 1, a clever idea. 

Originally theatrical, 'used by clowns and comedians, then 


especially popular with schoolchildren uk, im. 2 a false belief us. 


wheezy Anna noun ispannet nin I 1 1 med from the title 

of a 1930s comic song uk 1992 

when adverb n inventionally polite 

enquiry 'Say when?’ uk 

when fowl have teet; when cock have teet used for expressing 
an impossibility trinidadand tobago, 194 5 
when it’s at home used to intensify any question of identity. A 
derisive tag fctsAing contempt or incredulity, suffixed to 'what is 
a....?'. The earliest usages ofthi^wnful device were 
grammatically correct: '[Wjhere your friends are when they're at 
, .WflTeFfR'Bdyard Kipling, Plain Tales from the Hills 1888). Current 
usage, however, will occasionally reform a sentence that should 
commence correctly w.th 'who is...?' by converting theipropsr 
noun to object status, e.g. 'What is a John Smith when it's at 
■■HgfBj&l.' uk. im 

when push comes to shove when there is no longer any choice 
but to proceed; when worse comes to worst us, ms 
when-shee noun heroin A variation of yen-shee (heroin), 2003 

when you’ve got to go, you’ve got to go; when you gotta go, 
you gotta go i| 11 1 phi 1 ieati prosaically to 

Jtopularised by Flollywood flftftfjjus 1975 
where it is at; where it's at 1 the centre of a situation, a place 
where something important is happening us ra®. 2 in touch uk 

where someone is at the person | int 1 ie or opinion us ra® 
where's the fire? used for expressing a lack of shared concern us 

where the big nobs hang out noun a toilet (as used by men), 
especially a public convenience. A self-serving pun Australia, 1971 

where the sun don't shine in your .rtifern us, wi 
wherever? adverb 11 I 1 11 npha riation of where?'. In con¬ 
ventional use from thp ClOCteh€19; now colloquial UK 2002 
where were you when the shit hit the fan? used as a greeting 
belween US Mannes V keen us m 
where you’re coming from your point {jf view or opinion us, 1975 
which foot you kick with r politics, 

religion or sexuality. Left or right, Catho ic or Protestant, hetero- or 
:%omos@tt^tUfd«tonAND, 2000 
whickerbill noun a railway brakesman us, 1946 
whif adjective what-if Used in 'what if...?' exercises projecting poss¬ 
ible contingencies add developirtgfeactiQmtdthem us 1974 
whiff noun 1 an unpleasant smell I rom whiffy (bad-smelling) uk 
im. 2 cocaine us, m3 

whiff verb 1 to give off an unpleasant smell uk ms 2 to inhale a 
powdered drug through the nose us mi 
whiffle dust noun 1 the imaginary 

magic powder used by conjurers, manufacturers, marketing pro¬ 
fessionals and others to enhance their product or presentation uk. 
2003. 2 MDMA, the recreational drug best known as ecstasy us 2003 
>see: MUMMY DUST 

whiffler noun m luct nh use empl ee I > moves and displays 
%e,«6efns1br sale uk 2003 

whiffy adjective I in in unpleasant 11 nelly uk 1 si 
whiler noun a man with more than one girlfriend, in West Indian 
and UK ibiiik use, August 20 Q 2 tk m2 
whim-whams noun 1 elingofdr i or anxiel 1 Tate of anxiety 
§r nervousness; the jitters us isso 
whiney gyny club noun compla'if ng hospita patients recovering 
from gynecological surgery us, ms 
whinge noun a ri 1 min mplainl From the verb uk raw 
whinge; winge verb .plain to whine Australia, ms 
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whinge bag noun a romplainer. I ormed on whinge (a moaning 
complaint) uk ms 

whingeing pomnoun m on h i[ n vie -1 is a habitual 
complainer. A stock Australian stereotype Australia, m2 

whinger noun 

AUSTRALIA, 1934 

whip noun lac; 2 a long radio 

antenna us, ms. 3 a boss or supervisor us, im. 4 a close friend 
BAHAMAS, 1982 . 5 tum TRAL >See: WHIP-ROUND 

whip verb to arrest someone vs, 1971. ► whip it in, whip it out a 
catchphrase that celebrates ,1 male approach to sexual relations. 
From the lyric of a rugby song; 'Whip it in, whip it out, quit 
fucking about Yo ho, yo ho, yo ho' Sometimes further extended 
with: 'wipe it ofl; walk away' uk, m. ► whip it out to releasS.-ti© 
penis from the confines of the trousers, a bold genital display us, 

1997. ► whip the cat 1 . gret something 

► whip up on skippy (used of a male) to 
maslirbale. aw. ► whip your wang (used ol a male) lo 
masturbate us, ism 

whip and lash; whip noun 1 mou icl Rh ming slang for tash 

whip and top; whip verb f tr strop 

whiplash noun 1 1 1. Rhymin 11 1 rha; ilso, a sexual 

innuendo uk, 199s 

whip off verb (used of a male) to masturbate us. 197s 

whip-out noun 1 a bankroll designed to impress when whipped out 
of the pocket us m2. 2 a regular payment us mi 

whip o'will noun /ming slang 

for 'spill your guts' Australia, m7 

whipped adjective A shortened 

form of PUSSY-WHIPPED US. 1965 

whippernouni 1 n II irtrid litrou ie Designed for use 
in making whipped cream, but often abused for the psychoactive 
effects of the gas ns. /■», 2 a person who enjoys being whipped in 
a sado-masochistic ensbawter us im 


whirlies noun extreme dizziness experienced when drunk us 1966 
whirligig noun a revolver us 1957 

whirlpooling; whirlpool noun the assault ol a girl by a group of 
males in a swimming pool who grope her while churning water 
around her us, 1993 

whirlynoun 1 in He I 11 1 ind filnr Industrie a hydraulic lift 
used for shooting scenes from above us, 1990. 2 a small, localised 
whirlwinds The variant spelling Aigte' is sometimes used 

AuSnmiA, 1894 

whirlybird noun a helfcbptpF,us, 1951 

whirlygigs noun ► having the whirlygigs drunk uk 2002 
whirly pig noun helicopter-borne poli in 1 footed as a term 
used by residents of Berkeley, Ca ifornia, to describe police in 
helicopters os/W 

whirly-whirly noun From 'whirl', but 

modelled on willy-willy Australia, 192 6 
whirly wind noun especially in Queensland, a small, localised 
whirlwindAt&twut/A, 1x9 

whisker noun 1 illy in 11 11 1 narr margin, a small 

amount us m3 

whiskers noun 1 seniority or tenure on a job t is, tits. 2 pubic hair us 
whiskey noun a type of bet in an illegal numbers game lottery us 

whiskey dent noun a dent on your car that you don't remember 
incurriftg.whfleadriving drunk us: i» 
whiskeyleg noun a drunkard us, 1957 

whiskey papanoun 1 hite pi. rou ire 1 grenade. From the 

■ military phonetic alphabet - W 
whiskey-rot noun any unspecified illnej®;^ n70 
whisper noun-r.s lampus uk 1596. 2 thekye^ end qf a prison 
sgntencp.as tm 

whistle noun in the sport of igipg energy uk 2003. ► wet your 
whistle to take a drink, to quench a thirst uk. 1530 


whippersnapper; snapper noun a young, impertinent person 
unmindful of his station in life. Still heard, but used with the 
effect Of dating the speaker uk itoo 
whippetnoun 1 h 'in ith h barrel and st cksawnofffor 
hi$S% on the body us, 1982 

whippets; whippits noun capsules of nitrous oxide used as a rec¬ 
reational drug us. 1980 

Whippins and Lashins noun the fisif Girl Guides Ireland, 1995 
whippy noun 1 a place used for the home base in children's game 
hide-and-seek Australia, we. 2 a pocket in which money is kept 
hende.tbe money kept tbenkMBrRAm, tm 

whippy adjective Clever OX 1969 

whip-round; whip-around; whip noun an informal fund collected 
from a group of people. Originally military 'whip' (a collection for 

whips noun a great deal of A play on lashings aus 0 aua, im 
whips and jingles noun wal. Referring 

to the physical pain and frayed nerves suffered us 1973 
whipsaw verb i in j ker, t urround player th two confederates 
whose collusive betting tactics relieve the middle player of his 
bankroll and drive him from the game us 1949. 2 in horse racing, to 
correctly pick both the winner ana secondi-pfacefinisher in a race 

whip shot noun a type of controlled loss of the dice, effective by a 
skilled cheat us, 1 x 3 

whipster noun a dual Ireland, 1997 

whip-whap advert quickly ithou - n< I >ught trinidadand 

TOBAGO, 2003 

whirl noun an attempt us raw 

whirl bet noun in ' 1 ij 1 ne-roll bet in 2, 3, 7,11 and 12 us mi 


whistle verb ► whistle in the dark to perform oral sex Qh# 
woman us. n, ► whistle through the wheatfield to engage 
in oral sex on a woman, especially a blonde woman us, 2001 

whistle and flute; whistle noun 1 a suit (if clothes). Rhyming 
slang uk 1931. 2 cocaine Rhyming slang for tootuk 2000 
whistle and flute; whistle verb to inhale drugs or drug smoke. 

• iRhymmg slang for toot uk. imp 

whistle and toot; whistle and flute; toot noun money Rhyming 
slang for loot; used mainly rr»the reduced form uk mo 
whistlebait noun an attractive woman or girl us. 1947 
whistlecock noun III ingst Australiar -I riginal a penis that has 
had asfinal slit made in the base of the urethra as a means cf 
.birth control; a man who has had this operation Australia, 1945 
whistle for verb to wait for, or expect, something in vain uk 1332 
whistler noun a police car us: itm 

whistlers noun pi-'- of metal scrap p ked in n artillery shell that 
makes a screaming sound as the shell moves through the air us 

whistlestop noun a small town I rom the image of a train making a 
brief stop at the town us. 1947 

whistling gear noun in inn I no ht higl g( u May have been 
named for the whit 1. ing s<>und older 1 at tors made when in 
overdrive gear, or for the possibility that a rig travelling gear 
could attract the attention ofa-‘Whistler’ - a pppi® car u$,:i$7i 
white noun 1 a cap ule fBenzedrint ’ ( 11 let u nine sulphate) or 
any other cenlral nervous system stimulant us. /%6. 2 heroin, 
cocaine or morphine. From the colourofthe powdered drugtiS 
1914. 3 crack cocaine A derivative ol the previous sense us 1995. 4 a 
five-pound note From the coloui of the large five-pound notes, 
which were withdrawn from circulation in 1957 uk m,. 5 platinum 
jewellery UK mo. 6 In American casinos, a white betting token 
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worth one dollar us, 1985. 7 in American casinos, a white betting 
token worth $500 ( is. m8 a day; daytime us, ms. 9 'silver' coins. 
Variants include hite rn< hite n ne ► like white 

on rice entirmK m - I . g DH ► the white surgical 

spirit as an ala'norr drink die dp del d; eleor isul 'vvmle dideen- 
tiates this from blue (methylated spirits) us 2000. ► white-boy 
shuffle an urn ordir 1 I ungraceful counter-rhythmic dancing 
style us is® 

white adjective decent Usually u 1 illy and a: a conscious 
rejection of the racism that once would have inspires the saying 
US.W3’ 

white-ant verb 1 11 err line n ne 1 1 lething From‘white 

ant' (a termite) Australia, 

white-ass; white-assed adjective bland; insipid; lacking creativity. A 
'tf&procal in; formation to t® fpmmon fotacfess'; not praise us, 

white ball noun crack cocaine uk ms 

white boy noun I ler n An mi I in 1 f boy (heroin), from the 
colour of the powdered drug us >986 
white-bread adjective eryda in< citing r< pectable; representing 
tSe epitome of white middle-class values and style us, im 
white burger noun a tablet of MDMA, the recreational drug best 
known as ecstasy UK 19m 

white Cali; white Cally noun a variety of MDMA, the recrgtfOtiSf' 
drug best known as ecstasy; an antihistamine lablet sold as 
MDMA. Fronrrthe colour combined with an abbreviation of 
California, the presumed place of origin uk >996 

white cliffs of Dover; white cliffs adjective over. Rhyming slang, 
formed from the famous landmark, celebrated in song and geogra¬ 
phy UK 1998 

white cloud noun crack ita5h# us, 19m 
white cockroach noun \ hite er 1 \nd tobago, ms 

white crinkle noun 1 1 f >und no - mbination of crinkle 
(paper money) and the colour of five pound notes, which were 
withdrawn from circulation in m2 

white cross noun [mine tablet, 

sectioned with an X us, i%5 

white cylinder week noun the bleed period of the menstrual cycle. 
Refers to a tampon applicator us ism 

white devil noun cocaine usjlm. 

white drugs noun I From the colour 

of the refined powder us, mi 
white dust noun 1 iered mphe rmine uk 199 6 
white eye noun illegal alcohol smuggled from the French islands of 
Saint-Pierre and Miquelon. Phis term appears in Tom Dalzell’s The 
Slang ofSjFti&urt)eah 'whisky' Canada, im 
white-eyes noun a white person us, im 
whitefellow; whitefella noun a white person as opposed 10 a 
native Australian Aboriginal Australia, ms 
white fever noun 11 lofpeoi 1 I 1 1 trong attraction 

towards white people. The opposite of jungle fever us. ism 
white fingers noun cocaine # a#? 
white fluff n 0un L|D 
white ghost noun crack cocaine uk 1 ms 
white girl noun 1 cocain i-us mt. 2 heroin im 
white goods noun cocaine. From the colour; adopts the retailing 
term for 'large white electrical goods’ (refrigerators atciJXK 2001 
white-haired lady noun m hi 1 ina il lerive as a simile for 
something considered to be as dangerous as marijuana uk, 1998 

white hat noun 1 1. t 2a 

computer hacker who acts with a legal or moral justification u| 


white junk noun 11-1 1 po ill 0 the fin quality. An 
embellishmenl of junk (heroin) from the colour of the powdered 
drug us m 

white kaffir noun 1 hite pe 1 h is ociates with black people. 

Racist and abusr vfcggyw Africa, im 
white knight noun a night spent under the influence of cocaine. 

The colour of cocaine and a pun on 'night' uk 2001 
white-knuckle verb to persevere on courage alone, especially in the 
quitting of art addictive drug us, 1974 
white-knuckle adjective an mi ma in 11 it m 1 thrilling. From 
fheeffect of holding-on tightly u/c im 
white lady noun 1 methylated 

spi rits Australia. 1935. 2a powdcod narcotic especially cocaine or 
hefstiis. The shortened form 'lady' is also used us. 19m 
white light noun _ L I il referer -1 The Velvet 
Underground's 1967 a bum 'White Light/White Heal' uk 19a 
white lightning noun 1 strong, if Inferior, homemade whisky us, 1921. 
2 LSD; LSD mixec wild methamphetamine or similar us mo 

whiteline fever noun an adds tion ..ne I he white powder Is 

shaped in a line for inhalation uk >996 
white man noun an honourable man us, >865 
white man’s time noun 

white meat noun a white per 1 1 - Ini the genitals of a 

White person; sex with a white persoirui-resz 
white mice noun 1 during id nflict in ietnam, the South 
Vietnamese civilian, police. From their white helmets-and gloves 
us, 1977. 2 dice. Rhyming slang uk 1954 
white missy noun 

white money noun in prison, actual currency Required for major 
purchases, such as drugs us mo 

white mosquitoes; white mosquito noun cocaine. Probably ffoitt 

the ‘sting’ of an injection us, 1949 

white mule noun 1 1 il 1 manufactur 1 I colourless and 
powerful" vs, 1921 

white nigger noun a I 1 

white nurse; nurse noun | n; 

fporphlne us tsss 

white-on-white nou, deemed fashionable in 

".Ipe 1940s us, >976 

white-out; whitey noun m in 1 in - In 1 1 symptom of 
urn nr nl I, mines'- dizzmeu, 01 vouiVug I -om :he 1:1,lining ('I 
coldurtf^'the face dk X&tmnd, mss 

White Owl noun made to contain 

ajjarijuawcsraB 

white Owsley noun 1 ty; ligi nil L L >m the name of 
legendary LSD-manufocturer Augustus Owsley Stanley.! us, 1974 
white pipe noun a mixture of marijuana and crushed Mandrax™ (a 
branded tranquillizer in tablet form) smoked or ingested orally. A 
tablet ef Mandrax, also known as a 'white’, enhances the effect of 
theiKr^rijuana. When (white pips' is smoked it is usually in a pipe 
improvised with a broken bottle south Africa, 199s 
white policeman’s roll noun ;rs gambling lottery, 

a bet oplS 37 and 70 us, >949 

white powder noun ,1. narcotic in white powdei form, that is, heroin, 
Cocaine or rosfpbine us, 190s 

white-powder bar noun 1, 1 I 1 1 Im dealers uk 199s 

white robin noun a variety of MDMA, the recreational drug best 
'Ifiown as ecstasy. From theySfcurof the.feSet and the embossed 

, pbtif Vk 2002 

white rock noun in rock form us 


white horse noun 1 hoi white Russian noun mg of semen 

2 cocaine. A play on 1 iors: (heroin) which is mostly brown us m from one mouth 10 another us ms7 
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white shirt noun i, i h'll i I il i skater I" days honourably and 
is seen as the 'good guy', usually frond'the team designated as the 

whiteshirt noun a senior prison officer, I rom [he uniform uk vm 

white shit noun cocaine uk 19% 

white shoes noun white-wall tyres US, im 

white sidewalls noun h iribl calp or he ide of the head after 
a short hajrajt, especially a military haircufctss.iiw 
whiteskin noun lower us, 1943 

white slave noun a woman engaged in enforced prostitution UK W57 
whitesocks noun a feSdefrt if tiny mosquito us. ms 
white stuff noun 111 | ' 1 I ' ug - morphine, her no 

' 'Ppcaineux iw 


white sugar noun 

white telephone noun ► speak on the great white telephone; 
talk into the big white telephone; talk to God on the big 
white telephone to vomit nt lavatory t I From the image 
of a sick person leaning over a white lavatory bowl and crying 

'GodP in despaif.fR'7 978 
white tornado noun freebase cocaine tk^>979 
white trash noun 1 1 1 n| 1 led or anti il lute person or 
persons; originally, and still, the poverty-stricken white population 
of the southern US. Originally black usage; derogatory; abbreviates 
%> 'trash' (rubbish) us. mi 

white turtle-neck brigade noun male homosexuals. From a type 
of jumper that was in vogue, and, perhaps intended as a discreet 
signal between gsy imen uk m9 

white van man noun the era I i-i I 1 in the street, the 
man-in-the-street It is a statistical probability that the driver 
constructively criticising your driving is behind the wheel of a 
white van. Coined in 1997 by BBC Kacio.2 17) Sarah Kennedy uk. 

whitewash noun in sports, a victory in which the opponent does 

whitewash verb to win a game without your opponent scoring us, 


white widow noun a variety Of marijuah| a®, 
white wognoun elsh pe in. Usually j ula from wog (any 
pertew of non-white ethnicity) and a recognition of the Welsh as a 
race apart within the British Isles; it is, perhaps, interesting to note 
Sat a Welsh accent attempted by an English person has a 
pronounced tendency to sound Indian uk 1984 
white worm noun 1 1 mm 1 tec i[ iendi 1 n ed in surgery based 
on. an incorrect dlagn.®&ds jssw 

whitey noun 1 a white person or white people collectively. Insulting; 
a gesture of resistance us. 1942. 2 an amphetamine pill us, m2. 3 in 
pool, the cue ball. OS, tarn >see: white-out 
Whitney dressed as Britney applied to an oldenperson dressed 
in a younger fashion A modern variation of the popular idiom, 
‘mutton dressed as lamb’; formed on the US entertainers Whitney 
(b.1963) and Britney Spears (b.1981) uk 2004 
whittle verb ► whittle the gut stick (of a male) to masturbate uk 


whiz noun ► the whiz pick, pocketing UK rite 

whiz; whizz noun 1 1 1 11 11 I I I 1 extremely proficient 

at a given activity An abbreviation ol 'wizard'us, 0/4. 2 an act of 
urinating. Often (.rf aconstruction sume 'take a whiz' us. 7971. 

3 whisky us, 1953. 4 on the railways, the pressurised air that operates 
the brake system us, 1977. ► on the whiz operating as a 
pickpocket tp'Jsja 
whizbang verb to travel fast 0 $, im 

whizbang; whizz-bang noun an injected mixture of cocaine and 
■,h®roin:..€BCaine; heroin us. 


whizboxnoun a it j itioning em de e. Gulf war usage us, 

whiz-kid; whizz-kid noun 1 pn ' r u 11 I luld, hence a 
young person advancing in business festei than expectations us, 

whizo noun a weapons system officer us, 1991 

whizz verb to use amphetamines uk 2000 

whizz; wizz; whiz noun amphetamine A pun on speed uk. 1993 

whizzbang noun a pretty girl trj 1947 

whizzer nouni in e ellenttl 1 il used a a nickname for a 
person who excels uk 1 .«. 2 the penis us, 1999. 3 a pickpocket. 
Variants include 'whiz' and 'whizz' us. 1921 . 4 in pokes a successful 
play of an inferior hand, or the person playing n us, ms. 5 a 
drinking bout Canada 1975 t>see: WYSSA 
whizzhead noun ?. habitual amphetamine user us 2000 
whizz kid noun a habitual amphetamine user uk, 1999 
whizz-kids noun 1 1 1 dice use, forensii ientist or a forensic 
science ftejaftment Usually used with 'the'. Formed Oft 'whizz- 
- MU (aprecociously bnght child)-|*;'BX3 
whizz mob noun a gang of pickpockets uk 1929 
whizzo; wizzonoun in the 1 1 mili iry, a in system operator 
or officer. From a vocalisation of Hie abbreviation WSO us, 1993 
whizzo!; wizzo! splendid! uk 1905 

whizzo; wizzo adjective excellent After whizzoi (an exclamation tJf 
delight) uk 1948 

whizzy adjective used of a computer program, well-designed and 
attractive us, : Wf 

whoa! used for urgir 1 ious r isideratior if the direction that 
''ttjetconversation is taking, From the 09 command to a horse or 
ox to stop, and still evocative of a simple, rural world us, mi 
whoady noun a close friend or family member us, 2004 
who are you looking at? used aggressively as an offensive 
challenge uk 1999 

Who ate all the pies? You fat bastard. You fat bastard a call 

and response chant used to taunt anyone who is overweight. A 
chant from the football terraces that has spread wider w, 2001 
who-began-it noun an admonishment or a threatened beating 

l$gtAND, 2000 

who cares? nterest us, 

whodunnit; whodunit noun 1 a murde- mysleiy novel, film or 
other entertainment; a detective novel. Adopted in the UK in 11942 
from the US us, 1930. 2 in prison, a meat pie A body has been 
discovered under the pastry! uk 1950 
who he? usually used for jocular or dismissive effect uk mi 
who knows it? used as a ritualistic questioning of the veracity of a 

statement at afe 

whole ball of wax noun everything us,: 

whole box and dice noun everything A£iSf«OA ms 

whole hog noun ► go the whole hog to do somethlngin S 
thorough way us 1828 

whole lot; whole lotta adverb a great very much as. im 
who loves ya, baby? 1 1 1 mil tion in a humorous 

fashion. The signature line of the police captain played by Telly 
Savalas on the television police drama Kojak (CBS, 1973-78). 
Repeated with' referential humour as s 
whomp back verb to drink. A play on knock back (to drink) us 1973 
whomper noun , 79154 

whoof verb to fart UK 7966 
whoof back verb to fatiOfitfrink greedily UK 2000. 
whoo-hool 1 “1 1 1 1 in 11 11 mm lappiness, usually 

1 ropier’from the television cartoon The Simpsons us. ms 
whoop; woop noun a bit a small amount us. im 
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whoop verb ► whoop it up to make a great deal of rowdy noise us, 

whoop; woop noun ► give a whoop in hell tocare, generally in a 

negative context us tsro 

whoop and holler noun ; mall distance 

whoop and hoMerrerbtoStipi|j te carry®h:l)@udtyt& i»- 
whoop-de-do nouni in horse r ing, a e f racing based on the 
premise of establishing an ear y lead and then running as fast as 
possible with maximum whip and heel encouragement us, mss. 

2 in motorcycle racing, a closely spaced sequence of hills or rises 
US, 1973. 3 a loud and rowdy event or gathering us, 1929 
whoop-de-do adjective in /ing the strategy of 

riding all-out from the start of the race us rsw 2 celebratory, 
foproattaui, Variants include 'Whsop*de^Sddte'uandi ' , ^hoopid^Ei' 

- tf/l 1932 


whoopee noun ► make whoopee 1 > nave se A forced and silly 
euphemism, but one sanctioned by television censors; it was used 
with annoying regularity by Bob Eubanks, host of The Newlywed 
Game television programme (ABC, 1966-90) us, 192s. 2 to indulge 
and take pleasure in, boisterous or rowdy merry-making uk 1933 
whoopee! 1 ed for 1 1 real tement uk, m2 

whoopee card noun a computer punch card with all the holes 
punched outts mi 

whoopeedoo! used as an, often ironic, expression of celebration, 
yfe elaboration of whoopeei uKmt 
whoops! used as a hurried expression of regret os, 1937 
whoopsie noun a matehomfMSsusl us. mi 

whoopsie-daisy!; whoops-a-daisy! 1 1 11 istering dismay or 

surprise, often implying clumsiness os 1925 
whoop-up trail noun the terrain over which men and boys ride 
horses fast Canada, ms7 

Whoor's melt noun >see: HOOR'S melt 

Whop verb JK, 1575 

whopper noun 1 something that is exlremely and unusually large. 

The best known Whopper in the US is a hamburger sandwich 
introduced by the original Burger King™ restaurant in Miami in 

whopper with cheese noun a fat woman with .Jifbsh. Medical 
slang, punning on a well-advertised burger uk 2002 
whopping adjective enormous, powerful uk izos 
whop stick noun a hammer im 

who pulled your chain? h isked for ur pinion?; what has 
upset you? uk 1937 

who rattled your cage? who asked for your opinion?; what has 
upset you? uk ms 

whore noun 1 1 ill 1 I 1 I 1 1 11 in rence to a girl who is 
.SeBnitely neither a prostitute nor even apparently promiscuous us, 
1981. 2 in a deck ol playing cards, a queen us « . 3 used as a seml- 
affejionate term for a man Ireland, 1959 
whore verb tpywijrk as ■ Oft im 

whore-dog noun woman us, mso 

whore-hopper noun a frequent customer of prostitutes us. 1977 
whore house cut noun cutting a deck of cards by removing a 
sgtSisreffopsithe middle of the deck and moving tto-.the top or 
bottom us. test 

whore note noun a two-dollar n0tst££ 1970 . 


whore of Babylon noun 

Originally a disparaging sobriquet for the Church of Rome, in 
allusion to the Book of Revelations, Chapter XVII, where she fs.or 
of several mysterious Christiao allegorical figures of evil us. m2 


whore's bath; whore splash noun an impromptu and quick 
c earing ol me nody .1; a Ark, who qrer.ia a; lei ii'em me euomg 
■the genitals us 1950 

whore scars noun | ' 1 1 m >und mil ui from needle use us. 


whoreshop noun a brothel uk ms 

whore's melt noun >see: HOOR'S melt 

whore-style adverb said when a woman has sex with her underpants 
still around one leg 

whoretel noun a hotel or m 1 that if r prostitute 
whore wagon noun a police van used for sweeps to arrest 
prostitutes us mo 

Whorez nickname Juarez II ico. The phonii or! and Juarez has 
somethifeg of a reputation ftrte prostitutes us. mm 

who-shot-John noun a repr.1 in rrog tion us. 1959 

whosis noun < hich the speaker 

isannot remember or doesn't thinfers importantt/s rss 
whosit; whoosit; whozit; whoozit noun used to reftr teta 'fpme 
(usually of a person, sometimes a thing) that : is unknown, 
forgotten, toiie.avoided or -hardly worth mention ing i/C 194s 
who smelt it dealt it used (or almbuting the source of a fart. A 
chfkJish rhyme, sometimes With formulae responses uk, im 
who’s robbing this coach? s comes 

from an old joke about Ned Ke v (a f; mous Australian bushranger) 

’ jobbing a coach. He declares he's going to 'rob all the men and 
rape all. the women'. A gentlemen attempts to intervene on behalf 
rdf the women, when one of the ladies pipes,up; and says 'Who'S 
robbing tf»is coach you or Mr Kelly? Australia ms 
who’s up who who is in charge?; what's going on here? Supplied 
to Baker in a notebook ofWoi d War 2 - ang Sometimes used 
literally as regards the interpersonal relationships of a group of 
■ (people, but often metaphorically. Alsoraabofated to ’who's up Who 
and who's paying the rent’ Australia. 1966 
who’s your daddy?; who’s the daddy? who is in charge (of this 
situation)?'tg, 2001 
who threw you nuts? 

your opinion? By implication the person addressed is being called 
a monkey uk 1999 

Whovian noun a dedicated fan of BBC cult science fiction television 
programme Dr Who uk 1998 
whup verb to beat •setoepa* us. ms 

why-for noun the reason 

Whykickamoocow noun a notional remote town new Zealand, 1934 
wibbly-WObbly adjective 1 

wick noun 1 the penis A reduced form of hampton wick (prick) uk 
i9si. 2an irritating 01 bad-tempered person uk Scotland, mss. 3 in 
bowls, a glancing blow which (generally more by luck than 
judgement) brings a bowl into contention Not a very polite term 
uk 1990. ► get on your wick to get on your nerves; to exasperate 
you. Based on rhyming slang for prick (the penis) uk 1945 
wick! used for registerln firm appr il. Abbr 1 ited from wicked! 
but extended to two Syitebte-as spoken 'wee-ickf by 10-year-old 
children'In Cardiff, south Wales, 16th October 2001 uk 2001 

wick-dipper noun 1 . Hh u II 1 wick i- * 1 

and dip your wick (to have sex) uk 1994 
wicked noun especially pure.if^rofhftt 2002 
wicked adjective excellent us. im 
wicked adverb 

that has stayed regional; a common term in New England ('wicked 
’Jsot 'wicked cold’ etc.) rarely heard elsewhere us. 1984 
wicked witch noun 1 omar > ially a malicious or 
contemptitfejifeman. Rhyming slang for bitch uk 199s 
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wicker-head noun letnam peasant From [licit straw hats us, 
wick off verb to exasperal 4 variation of get 


wicky noun the buttocks Bahamas. m2 

wid preposition with. Colloquial pronunciation uk isso 

widder; widda; widdy noun a widow UK, i$3? 
widdle verb to urinate uk, mi 

wide noun ► give a wide i i I methin i nnieone uk 2000 
wide adjective 1 imm ral 2 111 m inf rmed, aware Ireland, 

wide boy noun , jetty criminal uk 

wide brown land noun Australia. Made famous by the poem My 
Country by Dorothea Mackellar, W 4 Australia, im 
wide girl noun a man living > lot vits, often a petty criminal uk 

wide load noun m 1 I 1 1 ill I il From a common 
road sign indicating that ahead of the escorting vehicle isratruck 
with a wide load us. ism 

wide-on noun a state of sexual excitement in a woman. A jocular 
riposte to hard-on (an erect penis) AUSTRALIA, 19& 

wide open adjective unr rail.Jthoril unrestricted by the 

(splice; wild us. wso 

wide ride noun a heavy woman- us 1994 

widger nouni 1 small t I 1 I 11 1 1 II 1 it / il Navy usage, 
probably from the late 1950s; an elaboration of 'wee' (small) uk 
1984. 2 the penis, especially a relatively sma penis Probably direct 
from the sense as 'a small boy 1 on the model ofttJntEMAN (the 

widget noun 11 - I eneral 1 mall 1 - pec ideally a small 
device for making beer foam as the can is opened. In the 1990s, 
UK brewers John Smith's advertisers sold canned beer with a 
'widget' - an easier option than to explain the chemistry and 
technology that creates the .beery froth us, m 
widgie noun a female teenage delinquent of the 'bodgie and widgie' 
subculture of the 1950s and 60s. Noted for their promiscuity, wild 
behaviour and revealing clothing. Perhaps::® bfertd of bodgie with 
'wi-', the first syllable of 'women' Australia, 1950 
wido; wide-oh noun rogue. Probably a 

variation of wide boy (a petty criminal) uk: Scotland, im 
widow noun i a single word, or two, set on a new line at the end of 
a paragraph, especially when sel on a new page uk 1925. 2 in some 
poker games, an extra card dealt to the table for all players 
in their hands us. m . 3 in eectric lint' work, a cable grip us, urn. 

► the widow - 1 icquot™ lan n hampagne. From 
rFtan^a. veuve (widow) uk mi 
widow Jones noun a toilet us, im 

widow-maker noun 1 the M-16 rifle, ntroduced as the standard US 
Army infantry rifle in 1967. Early versions of the rifle were prone 
it' jamming, thus 'making widows'; a 1990. 2 in Vietnam, a Viet 
Cong booby trap us, 1990. 3 in trucking, any long haul truck us 1971 

widow’s mite; widow’s noun a I type required 

'by a*’smater. Rhyming slang fix, mi 

widow's wink; widow's noun a Chinese person. Rhyming slang ®f 
chink (a Chinese person) 

Widow Twankey; widow noun 1 1 h 1 1 II 1 In Rhyming slang for 
hanky, formed on the pantomime 'dame' who is Aladdin's mother 
uk 1992. 2 an American Rhyming slartg for Yankee uk 1992 
wiener; weiner noun the penis, hue phallic connotations of the 
food item lead to this usage US, 19a 
wiener roast noun a picnic featuring hot dogs us, 1920 
wienie noun in drag racing £ slick racing tywUsisw >see: weenie, 

WEENY 

wienie roaster noun in drag racing, a jet-powered caros 1993 


wife nouni in a hon isexual rel.I in more passive or 

'feminine' partner us, iss 3 >see: WEENIE, WEENY. 2 in law 
enforcement, a work partner us. loss. ► the wife your wife. Folksy, 
potentially annoying, and adrifteSt inevitably patronisififus, ms 
wife-beater noun 1 rshirt us, 1994. 2 any 

•atattpic drink, especially beer ok wales. 2004 
wifed up adjective of a male, in a serious relationship with a female 
who appears to dominate him us. 2004 
wife duty noun lime with your 

wife or girlfriend us. 2000 

wife-in-law noun one prostitute in relation to another prostitute 
working,®r the same US 19& 

wife’s best friend noun the penis Australia, wi 
wife starver noun a man v :e payments 

AUSTRALIA, 19S0 

wifey; wifie noun a c ik A slight patr lisir term 

wifey adjective u nd proper us. 2001 

wifie noun an fjfeiiwoman uk 2002 

wig nouni the head: the mind us. 1944. 2 a judge; a barrister UK 19 56 . 
► tighten your wig 1 1 I 1 1 I ne intoxicated us, 

i9,%. ► with a wig in [ A shamele pun on toupee' 
and 'to pay' Australia, m 9 

wig; wig out verb to lose control of your emotions; to become 
angry us, 1955 

wig-chop noun a haircut Teen slanguS, mss 
wig city noun 1. med 1 1 n nii< 1 r lb men II ill t lined 
from the adjective sense us, 2001 

wig city adjective i ie it ill uni i ii i ed eccentric (usually when the 
latter is thought to be the former) us, ms 
wigged adjective t result of drug 

use; drug-intoxicated us, mi 

wigged out adjective in III - III- il- I Ii Ik intoxication, 
excitement or rage; dissociated from reality us urn 
wigger; wigga; whigger noun a white youth who affects the speech 
patterns, fashion and othei mannerisms of black youth. An elision 
of 'white nigger' us, ms 

wiggle noun in electric line work, a secondary voltage tester with a 
glow-light indicator us, mo. ► get a wiggle on to hurry us is 96 
wiggle verb to v\ 11 I II im 1 mu i tying of the hips. A 

colloquial variation; in conventional use from- the Cl 3 to Cl9 uk 

wiggle room noun ction; room for 

political manoeuvring and compromise vs, 1941 
wigglers noun the fingers us. wo 

wiggly; wiggly-waggly adjective of movement, wriggly; of form, 
irregularly undulated uk 1907 

Wiggy adjective >, 1961 

wigitnoun MDMA ih-i- - ii nal< tg he known as ecstasy uk. 


wig-out nouna period of controlled craziness uk 2001 

wig out verb 1 I .. i I - i emper 

wig-out adjective crazed pg-j8® 
wig picker noun a psychiatrist vs mi 
wig-trig noun an idea.us 1946 

wigwag noun in the television and film industries, a light outside a 
sound stage indicating that shooting is in processus mo 

wigwam noun ual similarity 

between an 'A' and a wigwam US, i988 
wigwam for a goose’s bridle noun used as a nonsense answer to a 

question austraua, m> 

Wilbur Wright; wilbur noun 1 Hi h ( 11 1 1 el h nin I n 

formed from the elder of the US aviation pioneers, the Wright 
Brothers uk 
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Wilcannia shower noun a dust storm Wilcannia is an inland town 
clfaNew South Wales. Other locations similarly used by nature, 
weather and, irony: Bedourie, Bogan, Bourke, Cobar, Darling antf- 
Wimmerz Australia, ms 

wilco; willco n 1 -will used as a signal of assent 

ttiginalty used as mrlttary communications, often 
roger (message understood), uk 

wild adjective i used f film in the :ele ion ar I film industries, shot 
without sounc 2 onsecutively 

us. m2. ► go wild in the bush net I < hue person) to have 
sex with a black person Bahamas, mez 
wild about adjective i hi nil I ui i i i hong liking for; 

sexually infatuated with uk. im 

wild card noun i nown. From card 

playing jargon where it represents a card of no. predetermined 
value us, 2002. 2 a dangerously unpredictable person ijk, 2001. 3 an 
enemy fighter plane us, im 

wildcat noun 1 

2 methcathinone mixed with cocaine An elaboration of cat 
(methcathinone) us. im. 3 in oil drilling, a well drilled in unproven 
land US. im 

wildcat adjective 1 unauthorised, unlicensed, unsanctioned us, im. 

2 characterised by high risk and unsound business planning os, <877 
wildcatter noun 1 an independent, risk-taking oil driller who drills 
wildcat wells us. /so. 2 in trucking, an own r-operator who works 
independently us. im 

wild colonial boy noun an un nhib I fre li 1 ig man Originally 
meaning 'a bushranger' I rom the title of a popular folk song and 
'pit often used aliysivelyyWMM, imi 

wild duck noun t and Is not 

'seen as likely to do® Australia, 19m 
wild flower noun a variety of MDMA, the recreational drug best 
known as ecstasy uk, 2002 

wild hair noun in mpul e notion. A si tened form of wild hair 
up your ass without the full connotation of annoyance US. im 

wild hair up your ass; wild hair up your butt noun the notional 
cause of irrational, obsessive behaviour us, mi 
wild horse noun a Ford 'Mustang' car. Citizen b ind radio slang os 

wilding noun vn irds random 

victims. A term popu arised by the Centra Park Jogger' case in 
1989 US. 1 989 

wildo noun d or crazy manner ijk, mo 

wild-out noun a gang fight us, 1999 
wild thing noun ► do the wild thing to have sex us, im 
wild up verb ti agitate meone; 1 make me ne nervous us, 2003 
Wilfred noun the penis. A variation of willy (the penis) uk 2001 
Wilheminanoun 1 mal ustomer > iall of discreet or illegal 
services. A feminisation of billy bunter (a customer) uk mz 
Wilkie Bard noun 1 can 1 busin ird; a pi ng card; a race card, 
etc. Rhyrhing slang, formed from a music hall comedian, 

1874-1944 uk i960 

Wilkinson Sword noun bald. Rhyming-slang, formed ffem the 
name of a razor manufacturer uk. im 
will doused a in expre 1 n entf 11 nit an action. By 
ellipsis of the personal pfonourj) possibly influenced by wilco uk 


willets noun the female breasts uk, tm 
william noun a piece of curency A pun on 'bill' US, rasa 
William Hague adjective vague. Rhyming slang, formed from the 
politician who led the Conservative party, 1 w- 200 l uk im 
William Pitt noun - cremen Rhyming lang r shit, formed from 
the British Printeifpster known, historically, as 'Pitttne€Jder', 
1708 - 78 , or his &&also Prime Minister, 'Pitt the Younger', 
17 S 5 -J 806 $5,gbs 


William Powell noun 1 I I nin rn rmed from the US 
.actor, 1874-1944 uk. i%i 

William Tell verb to give off an unpleasant smell. Rhyming slang, 
formed from a legendary Swiss berowc 1992 
William the Third noun a pifl«# excrement Rhyming slang for 
'tyfCF AUSTRALIA, 1968 

Willie nouni a p'ece of currency A pun on 'bill' US, rasa. 2a 
gambler's wallet or financial resources Australia, 1949 

Willie Peter; Wilie Peter grenade noun an M-34 white 
phosphorous anti-personnel hand grenade Another use of the 
military phonetic alphabet us, is/z 
willies noun a condition of (ear or nervousness us, m6 

Willie the Shit Burner noun 11 I 1 1 1 11 term for the poor 

soul assigned to collect and burn solid human waste collected in 
latrines at U$ military bases in VietrwttoK ism 
willie weaver noun a driJfifelfl# is 197 5 

willing adjective j 11 > 1 ii 1 ivering; aggressive Australia, 

will o' the wisp; wilier noun a potato Crisp. Rhyming slangy^ im 
Will's Whiff noun syphilis. Rhyming slang, formed from a brand of 

willy noun 1 the [mi 1 imi 11 1 Mi n English not dialect, for'a 

child's penis' or attSildiSh name for any penis. Adopted by adults 
as a jocular .reference, now widely used as a nomoffehswe and 
broadcastable term. I he spel ing 'willie' Is also used uk ms. 2 a 
tantrum Generally in the phrases 'chuck' or 'throwawtlly^ 
Australia, i94i. 3 a supply of money for gambling Australia, 1949. 4 a 
Wal let AUSTRALIA, 1967 

willy-nilly adverb here ind th haphaza I I t part ularly 
related to the Cl 7 sense of the phrase meaning 'willingly or 
unwilli'figly'.us, 1934 

willy warmer noun the vagtaq^ijMt# 

willy-waving noun 1 unnecessary 

or foolish Formed on willy (the penis) uk 1997 
willy-willy noun n the Australian 

Aboriginal language Yindjibarndi Australia, im 
Willy Wonka noun 1 Dm lin langfor plonker (a fool and the 
penis), that may be an elaborate play on willy (the penis) uk im 
willy woofter noun 1 homosexual man. Elabor tion of woofter (a 
male homosexual) uk 2000 

Wilma noun a Pi 1 .I | e 1 illy one who is a supporter 

of Glasgow Raijgers football club A female form ofWilliam, and 
ftffe female equivalent of billy-boy s» 

wilma adjective meek A neraoniiicalion of uncertain pedigree, 
recorded as a contemporary gay usage uk 2003 
Wilson noun in skateboarding, a fal producing serious injury os, im 
Wilson Pickett noun 1 a will - ih phor 1 flare or grenade. From 
the Iriitials WP; Pickett was a popular Amejran rhythm andiblues 
singer c/s, 1991. 2a ticket Rhyming slang, formed from the name of 
the USjSgl singer (b 1941 ) uk 1992 
Wimmera shower noun 

in Victoria. Other locations similarly used by nature, weather and 
irony: Bedourie, Bogan, Bourke, fboaf. Darting and Wilcamma 

AUSTRALIA 194 5 

wimmin; wimmen noun women I he first variation was adopted 
and promoted try politically aware feminists to avoid ending with 
jtien', the second variation is a pfMEteite' accident 
wimmosnounwomer - iriatior [ nounced vimmin' used by 
cricketers uk 2003 

wimp noun a we I 1 imid [ 1 1. Athorou h treatment of the 

word may be found in ‘Wimp’, Reinhold An an, Maledicta, Volume 
VIII, p. 43 - 56 , 1984 - 1985 . The word played a major role in the 
US presidential election of 1988 , in which President George H.W. 
Bush had to overcome a widely held perception that he was 'a 

wimpish adjective weak, ineffectual us, 1925 
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wimp out verb to give way to timidity or fear us, mi 
wimpy adjective feet id. Fr i i imf I ind timid person). 
Although the adjective was not recorded until the late 1960s, the 
Popeye the Sailor radio programme gave tlte'ilB J. Wellington 
Wimpy, known sH p| sas Wimpy, in 1936 1967 

win verb ► are you winning? used as a rhetorical greeting uk im. 
► win hands down i H _i < e From horse racing, 
when ajockey may relax the hold on the reins when victory 
seems certain uk, iss2. ► would win doing hand-springs; 
would win with its head in its chest; would win shelling 
peas of a racehorse, certain to win Also used as 'could win' uk, 

Km. ► you can’t win i I l i pi ing the futility of action, or 
.fBe inevitability of failure t/ki fS* 

winch verb i to date i n mber l he p; i e to court; to go 
steady. Probably from 'wench' (a gn) uk Scotland, m s. 2 to kiss 
and cudlla Extends ftsjsihe sense 'to date, to court 'm 
SCQtUWD, 1985- 

winchell noun a trusting, unsophisticated person os, 1972 
winco noun a wing commander in the Royal Air Force UK, 1941 

wind noun ► a wind so sharp it cuts the whiskers right off 
your face ► get in the wind to 

run quickly; to depan us. mu ► get the wind to smoke 
marijuana uk. ms. ► get the wind up; have the wind up to 

be nervous or scared uk mi:,. ► in the wind free from prison us, 

m2. ► put the wind up someone to make someone afraid uk 
1916 . ► take someone’s wind to kill someone us, 1974 

Wind verb >see: wine 

wind and kite noun 1 ite. Rh ning slang uk 2002 

windbag noun 

windball noun inteftt^l pain us, 20m 
winded adjective hungover us. 1992 

winder noun a d nters and leaves treatment 

program mes us, m0 

windie noun a wind surfer mw zuland, 1994 

Windies nickname the V 

Atismk.iA, im 

windjammer noun 1 thus, 1949. 2 a 

citizens' band radio user who monopolises conversation us. 197 6 . 

3 in drag racing and hot rodding, ,1 superchargei us, is 68. 4a railway 
air brakeus me sahammei Rhyming slang uk 1992 
windmill noun in hot rodding and drag racing, a supercharger us >965 
window noun 1 111 rd gam; th ird it the end of a player's hand 
us, 1967. 2 in American casinos, the space through which the 
careful observer can see the h ackjac k de; ler's down-card as he 
deals us. isss. ► out the window; out of the window out of 
ite question us 1 ► pick a window - you’re leaving! used 

as a jocular threal of violence 1 ik kuu ► window's open used for 
describing otiraasand inept cheating us, 1979 
window dress verb case to let other 

players Slffe end card in your btod us, m7 
window hop verb to 11 rom ndo 0 indow inside a house 
at night, waiting for a substance-addicted spouse Jo come home 

'IS 1998 

window-licker noun I 1 ersor iffensive. Derived, 

appareritlyfrom the attitude of such a person when seen 
travelling on a bustfeocs 

window music noun on the railways, scenery us, 1977 
windowpane; window noun a dose of LSD on a tiny, clear piece of 
gelatin us, 1975 

window party noun in a 1 1 ul vandalism in which the 

aggrieved party breaks all the glass in his victim's boat Canada, 1999 
window rattler noun me 1 I lores wit! reat resonance uk 

window washer noun a heavy rainstorm IS, 

Windoze noun Mi ind 11 I lot praise us, 1997 

wind pie noun nothing to eat fui, 1994 


windshield time noun time spent driving; paid travel time between 
^reporting location and the job site, or between job sites us was 
wind, skin and ice noun as specifications for a car, air conditioning, 
leather upholstery and in-car entertainment. Motor trade slang uk 


Windsor ballet nickname d sex clubs in 

Windsor, Ontarjfi, Canada:, uSj im? 

Windsor Castle; Windsor; brown Windsor noun the anus. 
Rhyming slang for arsehole, formed from a royal residence; 
shortened to' 'Windsor' and thqhi|rupriingly elaborated to 'brown 
Windsor' as a type of soupurc 1992 
windsucker noun hi horse racing, a horse that swallows air when 

i'ppotng vs, 1947 

wind trap noun strands of hair that a semi-bald man may cultivate 
and style to lay over his naked pate Rhyming slang for flap uk 1992 
wind tunnel noun in homosexual usage, a loose anus and rectum 
t® ?» 

wind-up noun 1 a practical joke; a send-up uk urn. 2 a person who 


wind up verb i (o make fun of someone; to play a practical joke on 
someone. The image of the mainspring in a clockwork motor 
gelling more and more tightly wound uk urn 2 to arrive; to arrive 
eventually; to settle injapla! .posttiOffeSTS* 
windy noun i a windproof jacket and over-trousers Antarctica, 2003. 

2 in pool, a shot that passes the object ball without touching it. 
Based on the image Qflf% cue ball breezfng by the object ball us, 


Windy noun ► the Windy Chicago, Illinois, rrom the winds that 
sweep the city; a short form of windy city us, 19® 
windy adjective lira I er envoi 1 II it ease or /s/o, 

Windy City nickname 1 slang 

lexicographer Barry Popik has relent essly worked to debunk the 
myth that the term was coined in conjunction with the 1893 
World's Fair. Popi$j$| traced the term to Cincinnati newspapers 
in 1876. Wide usage still us is/6. 2 Port Elizabeth south Africa. 1 989. 

3 Wellington New Zealand 1 land, mu 
wind your neck in! be qureti' uk 1943 
Windypeg nickname Winnipeg, Manitoba Canada, 2002 
wine; wind vein h iancir 1 11 I pelvis in a sexual 

manner triniviad and tobago, 191 6 
wine and dine verb to entertain someone with wine and food. 
BfliWtas 'dine and wine' uk, me 

wine grape noun 1 Roman itholi 1 rhyr 1 ing slang for rape 

UK: SCOTLAND, 1985 

wineheadnoun runka I h i iurs wine us. 1962 

wine shed noun a bar us im 

winfly noun i ll J ml luring inter fit n New Zealand to 
Antarctica Antarctica. 1969 

wingnounithe 2 

wing verb 1 to shoot at someone and wound them but not seriously 
uk 1802. 2 to discipline 'in- ne 1 ► wing it to improvise; 

to-do something with little preparation. Originally from the 
theatre, indicating^ necessity of learning a part at short 06114%. 
standing in the wings of a stage us tm 
wing and a prayer noun itomotlve power 

or control; hence, a slender hope or chance Originally applied to 
the mrnimutparequirefiiait'faran aircraft’s emergency landing uk 


wingding; wing-ding noun i a party, a celebration us ms. 3 in 
motorcyle racing, a brief loss til contra fir which the rider 
compensates us ms 2 a fit, especially one feigned by a drug 
addict; a person feigning such a fitwS 192k 

winge verb >see: WHINGE 
winging adjectiv, 
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wingnut | wise guy 


wingnut noun 1 or flustered. As a piece 

of hardware, a 'wingnut' is e@gljy tightened - tfetesis for te 
application to a person us, 1990 

wings noun i an powdered I i pecial me heroin or 
morphine. Because wing-, give you the lift that gels you high us, 
1953. 2 insignia worn by motorcyle gang members signifying sexual 
conquests us. m ,. ► get your wings to use heroin for the first 
time. A nod to aviation terminology us, >989 
wing-wang noun the rectum US, im 

wing wipe™™ re member I i mill i jet lircraft. A term 
used by the infantry us 1990 
wingy noun a person with Ontgitflitg; j9so 
wingy adjective ery fittin 1 he a earance of extreme 
.jtoinness trinidad and tobago, 2003 
wink noun the penis uk 2001 

winker noun the na. The imager 1 in eye that opens and 
closes #msb 

winkie noun 1 the m 1111 2aside 1 punctuation face indi- 

‘.AgfatJaughter, generally formed as :-}uk >995 

winking noun ► like winking; like eyes-a-winking very quic : k|f 

winkle noun a boy’s penis; a small penis us, 19m. ► have on the 

winkle to be.II', "in thing uk, m9 

winkle-trip noun a 1 lor an all-female 

audience on a 1 hames pleasure boat uk, kso 
winky; winkie noun the penis; a sma I penis; a boy's penis. Usually 
juvenile, occasionally derisory; probab v a variation of winkle uk 

winner noun a loser socially Sardonic, cruel us, raw 
winners noun dice that lave beer altered >a 1 roll numbers 
other than seven, useful to the Shorter "in craps us, >950 

winners and losers noun ring slang on 

'troasers'UKC5Q3H#ft; ms 

winny-popper noun the penis A schoolchildren's term Canada, 19& 
wino noun 1 a lowly drunk us 1913. 2 a wine connoisseur new Zealand, 


win or lose noun any and all alcoholic drinks Rhyming slang for 

wino time noun a short jail sentence us. 1992 
winter noun any per I I el eer rmi il seasons, regardless of the 
'ittttirtimeof year, us >966 

winter blossoms noun i i II i n inter residents of a hotel 


winterer; winteroverer noun the winter in 

Antarctica Antarctica, ms 

Winterpeg nickname Winnij eg, Manitoba \da 2002 
winter wear noun the foreskin on an uncircumsised penis us i<m 
win-win adjective saici of a situation in which the parties involved all 
that they have done well us^sr’ 
wipe noun a handkerchief us, trni 

wipe verb 11 inds of 

someone Australia mi. 2 in drag racing, to defeat another car. 
Created by back-formation; when a car is defeated, the name of 
the driver Is wiper: from the list of those competing, so the driver 
is 'wiped' us 2003. ► wipe the clock to set a train's air brake 
valve at the position used for lull emergency application An 
allusion to the sudden drop of the pressure needle on the air 
gauge to zero us, 1975. ► wipe the floor with; wipe up the 
floor with; wipe the earth with; wipe the ground with pn 
inflict an absolute defeat on someone; to surpass someone uk >896 
wiped adjective i infatuated uk 2004. 2 drunk us. ms. 3 exhausted us, 

wiped out adjective very drug-intoxicated us, 1974 

wipe-off noun i \ little water us, 

loss. 2 a total wreck; a write-off Australia. 1945 


wipe off verb to wreck or ruin something Australia, 1962 
wipe-out noun I by a wave. A 

major word of the surfer's lexicon; it was the title and one-word 
lyric of the 1963 'surf instrumental' by the Surfarls that featured a 
<jtum solo practised on the school desk ofmahy an early 1960,4 

SCtfoOfbOy AUSTRALIA, 1962 

wipe out verb i i I i" mething i I ill i ound someone us, 

ms. 2 to remove someone from theii position uk >969 
wire noun 1 a telegraph message; a telegram uk, W76. 2 a report; infor¬ 
mation. A ve r tu 11 in n I i i of telegraphy uk >925. 3 news 

transmitted privately trinidad and tobago, 1938 4 a bookmaking 
operation us. mi. sa small microphone and transmitting device 
worn on the person asipat of law enforcement interception of 
oral communications us, >9 6 the penis Ireland, 1991. 7the 

buttocks trinidad and tobago. 196 8 in a pickpocketing team, the 
thief who actually picks the victim's pocket uk mi. 9 in horse 
racing, the finish line " 5 . > m. 10 amphetamines uk 2003. 11 in pool, 
the score string us 1993. ► have your wires crossed; get your 
wires crossed d by a 

mutual misunderstanding uk, 21x11. ► on the wire in pool, having 
scored or having been awarded a score as part of the 
handicapping of a game us >993 

wire vert itn en I raph m tge 2 to use a small 

microphone or transmitting device to intercept oral tpttimuni- 
cations us, 1973 . 3 in skateboarding, 10 analyse and plan a difficult 
manoeuvre Qf truck US, im 

wired adjective i intoxicated on amphetamines or cocaine. Also used 
with 'up' us nix,. 2 tense, anxious uk > 3 well-rehearsed us 1995. 

4 used of a pair in stud poker, dealt in the first two cards of a hand 


wired to the moon adjective extren I li 1 nl icated. An elabor- 
tfetaniof wired (drug-intoxicated) uk ms 
wired up adjective i i i i In inn ne 1 v stem depress¬ 
ants us 1979. 2 available for homosexual relations us, mi 
wire-fu noun a techn 1 il il npl 11 nd pulley: to create 
choreographed martial art fights. Forp^ffe# 'fomg fu‘ us 1997 
wireheadnoun 1 nputer trd 1 | ilistus mi 

wire room noun ahone office 


wires noun any central nervous system stimulant us, 1977 
wire store noun a big con based on a supposedly corrupt telegraph 
official who claims he can delay-TO reporting of race results to 
'fee benefit of the victifh’us ms 

wire to wire noun in horse racing, the entire distance of the race, 
from start to,'^^(J’u| tm 

wisevertto inforn r educal neont e plain something us, 
nos. ► wise up; wise up to to learn, realise or understand 
something us 1919 

wise adjective ► be wise; be wise to; get wise; get wise to.^ 

be aware of something; to be warned about something us, im. 

► put wise; put wise to 1 maf n n 1 ire of something; 
10 warn someone about something us 1913 
-wise suffix in the manner of or to do with, a conjoined subject us 


wiseacre noun a srtiart alec UK is 9 S 

wiseass noun ar cleverness us 


wisecrack noun a smart, humorous, sometimes cruel remark us, 1924 
wisecrack vert to make smart, humorous and sometimes cruel 
remarks, us, m 6 

wisecracker noun I rmorous and 

sometimes cruel remarks us 1923 
wisecracking adjective given to making smart, humorous and 
sometimes cruel remarks us, 1915 

wise guy noun 

enterprise us; mrs 







wise monkey | wolf whistle 
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wisenheimer noun a smart ate, a wise guy uk 19m 
wisepuss noun n l i M | e ii ill Hui ii of cleverness. A 
Sanation .of wiseass uffggj 
wish verb to greet someone india. 1979 
wishbone noun in hot rodding 1 riangular 1 pension control 
device us. 1993 

wishing book noun a mail-order'tpzs 
wish-wasnoun someone who wishes that he were something that 

hm 1703. 2 in poor condition 

Wiss noun g UK, 1996 

wisteria adjective I i i 111 in haracteristi of the plant; a 
contemporary gay usage uk 
wit noun a witness us, m> 
wit! 'what was just said is not funny!' us, m 6 
witch noun ► the witch any powdered drug; cocaine, heroin, etc 
’ US. W 9 

witch doctor noun nal medicine us. 


witch hazel noun heroin us 


witch’s cackle noun ing for wedding 


with authority! nark made 

or action taken without hesitation and boldly Coined on ESPN's 
Sports Center while narrating footage showing a basketball slam 

with it adjective aware of all l nal is happening, stylish, part of a 

.subculture us t94s 

without adjective luele 11 II Ii ill I t> le US 1999 
wiwi noun a French person A Maori approximation of the French 
'OUi,OW'NEW ZEALAND, 1998 

wix adjective excellent. Urban youth slang. Probably a reduction of 
WICKED tM„m s 

wizard noun i z n computing, a 

person who has specific and detailed expertise us, raa 3 in pinball, 
an expert player us, iw 

wizard adjective e el it, ma ell i Magi il u in, mainly used 
Sy the privileged and officer classes until after World War 2, then 
widespread. Qfujjpgr-class society use: [...] still used, though 
almost always in inverted commas' (Ann Barr and Peter York, ffte 
Official Sloane Ranger Handbook, p. 1S9, 1982) uk 1922 
wizard! used for expressing approval uk 1933 
wizard's sleeve noun j rap iou igina. < ined for humorous 
magazine Vii.Bs 1999 
wizz noun >see: WHIZZ, WHIZZO 

wizzard; wizzard of oz noun an ounce of marijuana. This plays on 
the conventional abbreviation 'oz' (ounce) and, by assocratiomwitlr 
th^ttti The Wizard ofOz, 1939, which contains the song 
‘Somewhere Over The Rainbow', suggesting where this measure of 
marijuana might take you. The misspelling 'wizzard', if deliberate, 
may be punning .da whizz (amphetamine) uk a*r 
wizzo noun the weapons officer on a military aircraft us, im 
wizzy adjective I for registering 

general Ippkwall A variation of wizard uk im 
wizzy-wizzy verb to whisper Barbados, ms 


wobble verb ► wobble the job to cause trouble among workers 
on a unionised worksite Canada, 19S9 
wobble board noun 1 mple musical in tri nent made of a sheet 
of stiff material tSSfris wobbled rhythmically. Invention of the 
instrument and its name is credited to Australian artist and 
entertainer Rgrlf’Harris (b,1930)Aus7m/4 iasz 
wobbler noun 1 an utburst if mpe ■ z in trucking, a spoke 
wheel us, 1971. ► throw a wobbler to have a fit of bad temper or 
anger us mb 

wobblestick noun a gear lever on a truck or car us, 1971 
wobblies; wobs noun powerfu and deep vibration of the board 
while skateboarding fast uss fa* 

wobbly noun a fit of anger uk 1977. ► throw a wobbly to have a fit 
of bad temper or auger new Zealand, l 984 
Wobbly noun a member f the anarch u ie union the 
Internationa Workers of tf e World us, 1914 
wobbly adjective uris*$tiin-;: undecided; risky uk im 
wobbly egg; wobbly; egg noun ipsule I lem izepam™, a 
branded tranquillizer; any central nervous system depressant; in 
She plural it refers to the drug in general. From the characteristic 
nature of gelatine, the original method of fnanufeetnting the 
capsules uk. 19% 

wobbly hole noun in trucking, the neutral gear us; 1971 
wobbly orange noun 1 11 1 1 u er in the 1 cal Air Force. A 

ludicrous re-use of the initials uk 2002 
wodge; wadge noun a large amount.. Originally used of a bulky mass 

wog noun i an v [ er n i i In ethnici native of the Indian 
subcontinent; an Arab; any (non-British) foreign^# in 'the wogs 
begin at Calais’. Derogatory, patronising, Derives possibly from an 
abbreviation of'golliwog' (a caricature, black-faeetf)surly-haired 
doll) but the widest usage is in reference to Asians and not black 
people. Popular, unproven etymology has 'wog' as arf.acronym of 
Western(ised) [or] kVily Oriental Gentleman' uk 1929. 2 any language 
that isn't English Australia 1988. 3 a germ that causes an illness 
AUSTRALIA, Mi 

wog adjective 1 foreign uk, 19) 56 . 2 of non-Anglo-Celtic origin Australia, 


wogball noun soccer Australia, tm* 
wog box noun a 11 porta 11 lem associated, 
stereotypically, with black youth culture uk 1990 
WOggy adjective 1 son AUSTRALIA, 1988 . 

2 of non-Anglo-Celtic background Australia, 1968 
wojus adjective infehor, of poor quality irlland, xw 
woke-up adjective informed, i.p-so-dateus »68 
wolf noun 1 a r 11 II 1 1 ive man 2 in prison an 

aggressive, predatory homosexua us m 3 in homosexual anal 
sex, the active participant us, 1 940. 4 a prison sentence of 15 years 

wolf rert to act in 1 i 11 II iggrt 1 e manner us, 1974 
wolf bait noun an attractive young woman us, i 960 


Wolfhounds noun the 27th Inf 11 egimen 1 he 25th Division. 
Formed in 1901, named by the White Russians in World War 1, 
distinguished fighters in World War 2, Korea-and Vietnam, us, i %b 
wolf in the pack noun a traffic police car in the midst of other cars 

wolf pack noun a group of friend h |l x iker at card rooms, 
taking advanlage of unskilled strangers us, 1996 
wolf-pack vert 1 to engage in criminal gang activity us, 1982. 2 to 
congregate with other teenagers around their cars at shopping 
centre carparks, drinking, beer and idling us ms 
wolf ticket noun a threat or other act of intimidation used to coerce 


wolf whistle noun id 1 ,11 listle (gen ill, a sharply 
terminated rising note, followed by one that rises briefly before 
descending and fading) used as a declaration of^preciatfoi for a 
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wolf-whistle | woodshed 


sexually attractive person. After wolf (a sexually aggressive mad), 
and generally, but not exclusively, In the vocabulary gf WWtsS !9S2 
wolf-whistle verb i iii le in i li inctivf declaration of appreci¬ 
ation for a sexually attractive person. From the '.t»u’a.t^ ! r955 
wollie; woolahnoun crack cocaine added to a marijuana cigarette 

wolly noun >see: WALLY 

wollyback noun anyone living in a rural area Ireland, 1995 
wolver noun the per I min in rn In m Midlands'town 
Wolverhampton as an elaboration of 'haraptorr', the shortened 

form Of HAMPTON WICK (PRICK) UK 1967 

woman in the sun noun heroin. Collected in private 
correspondence with certain musicians tAc a»r 

womb noun th@ rectum US 1983 

wombat noun 1 a dull, uninteresting or stupid person. From the 
name of a stocky native nocturna marsupial Australia, 1905. 2 in 
a waste of money, terns and time, aj issr 
wombat-headed adjective lup I 1 1 il I 11 t 11 ,ed by the 
bushranger Ned Kelly imhis famous 'Jerilderie Letter' in 1879 

$SfVW i97i:' *'* 

womb broom noun the peniSJS|,-te3' 
womb duster noun the penis us, im 

womble noun 1 n pr n 1 nmate detailed 1 1 lifter collector. 
After the childrerfSycharacters created by Elizabeth Beresford, and 
in a BBC television series aunched in 1973 uk 2003. 2 a fool uk ms 


womble verb ren’s 

television characters in The Wambles, who wWe&sd litter in the 
Sstfen 1973, and again from 1998 uk. 19% 
womb sweeper noun the penis us ism 

womb-trembler noun something that causes great excitement ijk. 


women and children off the street! in shuffleboard, used as a 
humorous arfnmertary on a hard shooter us. 1%$? 
womp; whomp verb to beat someone us, 1x4 
wonder star noun methcathinonete 1998 
wonder veg noun any mushroom with ,1 hallucinogenic effect uk 

wonder wand noun the penis. An elaboration of wand (the penis) 


wong verb iii ca In blackja pla everal hand at a table where 
the count of cards played favours the player, and ihen to move on 
td another table. Named after Stanford Wong, a blackjack expert 

wonga noun 1 money. I n nar 11 iefine 

George Borrow in Romano Lavo-Lil, 1907, as 'Coal. Also a term for 
money; probably because Coal in the cant [criminal] language sig¬ 
nifies money'. Romany 'wongar-camming miser' is literally 'one 
who loves coal'. (Now obsolete 'coal', also 'cole', meant 'mon^> 
from the mid-CI 7, and all but faded away by C20) Variants 
include 'wong' and 'wonger' uk m j. 2 marijuana us ms 
wonk noun a student 1 1 I hill than 1 temporaries con¬ 

sider necessary; a political professional who is studious and 
therefore well informed. Derogatory US tm 
wonkey; wonky adjective brokprews 2001 
wonk out verb to study excessively us 1937 

wonky adjective i unbalanced; out-of-true. Variation of obsolete sense 
of 'wanky' (inferior, damaged) uk 1919. 2 unsound or unreliable uk 
192s. 3 intellectual; out of touch with reality us, mo 
won't do itself 1 III 1 in 1 task as an expre sion of 
resigned detetfnfnation A very dftqt^W lsrr> not a catchp'hrase 

WOO noun 1998 

wood noun 1 the full 2 

tobaco, 1950. 3 in a casino or other gambling establishment, a 
person who watches without playing. An abbreviation of 


deadwood us, 1950. ► have the wood on someone to have an 
advantage ove ► on the wood 1 1 n 

horse racing, racing along the rail us. 1994. 2 in hot rodding and 
motor racing, throttled to the maximum us, 1993 
Woodbine; woodie; woody; wood noun any cheap cigarette From 
branded 'Wild Woodbine' M cigarettes, manufactured by WD & HO 
',W|lisand among the cheapest t6 be. had uk, im 
wood burner noun an attractive female. A suggestion that the 
woman consumes wood in the 'erect?.sgtee of the word m, ifoo 
wooden verb to beat 1 1- ne ith a clul I me sort Australia, 


wooden adjective irt poker, said of a hand lhal is unplayable us. 1951 
wooden aspro noun a blow to the head with a police baton new 
MEMAMD, 1980 

wooden cat noon if 111 Fravell 11 en band radio slang; 
old cat is a iMOrris Minor; this 'cat' is amended for the wooden 
bars in the model's design uk mi 
woodener noun a sentence of imprisonment for 30 days. Rhyming 
slang, wooden SPWfiJbr moon (a month's imprisonment) uk 1950 
wooden hill; little wooden hill noun the stairs Nursery use, 
especially in the phrase climb the wooden hill to Bedfordshire (to 
go upstfitefo bed) uk mi 
wooden horses noun a carousel Barbados, isss 
wooden Indian noun I 1 | 1 h I 1 - 1 talk or display 

erri-btrairbi;, 1996 

wooden leg noun an egg. Rhyming slang uk ms 
wooden overcoat noun i 1 in - Hill n I euphemisn 
since 1903. Later variations are 'wooden kimono', 1926 and 
'wooden suit', 1968 UKtm 

wooden plank noun 1 - 1 1 1 ecially an American in the 

UK Rhyming slang for yankuk 1992 
wooden spoon nouni a null min ph iwardt i to an individual or 
a team 1 placed last in a competition. From an actual wooden 
spoon that was customarily presented to the lowest Sfiftift 
Mathematical Fripos list al Cambridge University uk isss. 2 a 
month's imprisonment Rhyming slang for moon uk 1998 
wooden-spoonernoun ndividual or 

team that cobles’-From wooden spoon uk 1954 
wooden-spoonist noun m a corn pelt ion, an individual or team that 
bOrfigSi.last. From wooden spoon uk 1927 
woodentop noun 1 a uniformed police officer. After the children's 
television puppet show The Woodentops (1955-58). The variant 
'woody' is also used uk 1 0.0 2 a fool; also attributed as an 
adjective. After the sense 'a police officer' OR, n as 
Wood family noun used as a humorous description of empty seats 
in a theatre fifcjssi* 

woodfootnoun numbing of the foot in cold water. Surfing usage us, 


woodie nouni 1 ill 1 11 1 it te 2 a wooden 

powerboat especially one'built between the 1920s and 60s us, 2001 

wooding noun 

firewood uk , 1966 

woodpecker noun &rb@ehjnegurr Atissmtiifi, mss 
woodpile noun 1 a xylophone us, ms. 2 Ihe area in a prison yard 
where white prisoners exercise I ormed from peckerwood (a white 
(5§S§rtf and iron pile (weightlifting equipment) US 19m 
woodpile cousin noun an actual, 11 distant, blood relative us. ms 
wood rash noun d when riding 

a.Skateboard on a wooden .ramp. A combinatiort'tfllacatfon and 
appearance, ironi§®^; modest us w 
woods noun the vulva; a won lan >ubi 1 1 1 ually used with 'the' 


woods French noun a limited ability in French Canada, n 

woodshed verb orivate us ms 



woodsman | work 
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woodsman noun male porr raph i in er who can be 
counted upon to maintain an erection as long as needed and to 
$}adtitate more or less on demand us * 
woodster noun a male poi whose erections can 

be counted an us 2000 

woodsy noun a party held in the country us. mz 

woodwork noun ► come out of the woodwork; crawl out of 
the woodwork; creep out of the woodwork (of someone or 
something unpleasant) to appear; to arrive on the scene; to 
emerge. Usage is often with humorous intent but the allusion is 
to insects normally found in the woodwork - woodworm,, 
deathwatch beetle, cockroach, etc uk bzs 
woody; woodie noun 1 

given credit for coining this term, which did not stay within the 
confines of pornography for long us mi . 2 a car with wood or 
synthetic wo >see: WOODBINE 

woody pill noun genuine ir 1 gener iagr 1 tablet Based on 
woody (an erection) uk 2002 

Woody Woodpecker noun a tablet of MDMA, the recreational drug 
best known as ecstasy, embossed with a representation of the 
popular animation character uk, 1999 
woof verb 1 to vomit us. 1978. 2 to eat very quickly. Possibly from 
'wolf down' uk u-i.s 3 to threaten or intimidate someone; to 
engage someonedn ritualistic; quasi-friendly insulting US mz 
woof! used as ) shout of approva pecially a i male declaration 
of appreciation Sjr a.sexually desirable female. Originated by 
television talk show host Arsenio Hall in 1989 ; the barking is 
accompanied by a pumped raised hand, fist clenched us, 1992 
woofer noun an m itt five mar man - iriation of dog uk 

woofter noun a homosexual man. A variation of poofter (a male 
homosexpaSx.we 1977 

woofterish adjective ineffecutal new Zealand, 1993 
wook noun a quinte ential ri ii hippie. From the Wookie character 
in the George LiM&Star Wars films 
wool noun i pubic hair; by extension, sex us, 1972. 2 used derogatively 
of someone who is not from the city; a stereotypical country- 
dweller; a yokel. From W00LLY back uk 2001 
woola; woolas; wooly; wool noun crack cocaine or gh|ncyclidine 
sprinkled over marijuana which is then smoked in a cigarette; a 
;hQl!owe#ut cigar filled with marijuana and phencyclidine us, im 

woolah noun >see: WOLLIE 

woolie noun a female’s pubic hair new Zealand, 1994 

woolies noun winter Cl«ftfjg£&!9« 

Woolies nickname high street shop FW Woolworth's, later 

VklQjlWyftWSAUSTRAUA. 1944 

woollies noun marijuan ind .- .ire marijuana and 

phencyclidine, the recreational drug- known a? PCP or angel dust 

Woolloomooloo Yank noun an Australian who jbiaison an American 
acce nt Australia, ms 

woolly noun 1 'ley head’ us, 1939. 

2 in CID slang, a uniformed police officer uk ms 
woolly back noun 1 a ;te type of 1 1 in phi tie e I country- 
dweller. An aHuapraM intelligence and appearance of sheep uk 
mi. 2 a Welsh person us,,nm 

woollyback breaker noun r from North 

Wales. Citizens' band radio slang breaker (a c itizens' band user) 
with amatfusion to sheep uk, mi 
woolly mitten noun a kitten. Rhyming slang uk ms 
woolly nose noun a railway mJstraua, ism 

woolly-pully noun 11 1I1 .. imj 1 A istomisee 

woo//en pullONei uk 1 984 

woolly vest noun a pest. Rhyming slang UK. ms 


woolly woofter; woolly noun 1 mal horn lal Rhyming slang 

With POOFTER AUSTRALIA, 1988 

Woolwich and Greenwich noun spinach. Rhyming slang, formed 
ffpta (two London locations for crossing over the Thames uk 1992 
Woolwich Ferry noun herr F 1 1 ling I g 1 lined from a 
transport across the Thames uk 1992 
Woolworth noun ii iok1'em ; Mi i five an< iten 1 thefirsttwo 
cards tMgjt to a player; Woolworth's was the most famous five and 
dime store in the US us, mi 
Woolworth's finest noun in shuffleboard, a ten us, 190 
wooly bear noun in 1 1 1 ind p 1 Ii 1 fibre pile undersuit us, 

wooly blunt; woolly blunt noun a marijuana and crack cocaine 

cigarette uk 2003 

woop noun >see: WHOOP 
Woop Woop noun 

wooshed up adjective having been whisked to a froth (as of a 
mi kshake); figuratively of anything having been subjected to 
random inflation (see citation) uk 1999 
wooter noun the jpg| us, mi 

wooznoun marijuana f rom woozy (intox cated) uk 2003 
wooziness noun 1 I ed ite muzziness often used to describe a 
‘ '^homing-after-the-night-before feeling us mzz 
woozy adjective with drugs 

or drink. Anglicised by Conan Doyle in 1917 czs, mz 
wop noun an Italian immigrant or Italian-American us, 1914. ► up 
the wop 1 2 n; unsound new 

ZtALAm 2001 

wop adjective Italian iiS, 1961 

wopcacker noun a superlative example of something Australia, 1941 
wop-jawed adjective in circus and carnival usage, amazed by an act 
kiir demonstration us, mi 

wop-wops noun I I 1 I I 1 Ulll 1 LAND, 1984 

word noun ► get a word in edgeways to contribute to a 
conversation Gen ral 1 1 1 itive f tin ► put the 

word on someone 

► take the word in the llegal rodui n of ilcohol, to warn 
someone about a pending law enforcement raid us, 1974. ► the 
word 1 gossip, rumours us, mi. 2 an order us, m2 
word verb tn |-I 1 meone tralia ms 
word! 1987 

word in your shell-like noun a brief and discreet (one-sided) 
conversation variation 01 'word in your ear’; 'shell-like', which 
does not appear outside of this phrase until later, derives from a 
.Sjmiiarity-'df shape between the earifki&M (delicate, prnk) 

■#31^ UK 1988 


word up verb lo speak to someone 111 a 1 altering manner Australia, 

word up 1 2 used as a 

greeting. Used in the hip-hop community us, 2003 
work noun 1 the betting j in 1 llegal lotte or gambling oper¬ 
ation us, 1972 2 cheating in gamb ing, especia y in craps. The 
statement 'There's work down' means that altered dice or cards 
are In play us. 1950. 3 dice or cards that have been altered for the 
purpose of cheating us, m3. 4 crack cocaine us i989. s sex us, 1959. 

► do the work on someone to kill someone us 1994. ► have 
your work cut out; have your work cut out for you; have 

all your work cut out.unigt or II you can manage, to 

do - anything more would be too much. From an earlier sense 
{to have your work prepared for you) .!* m 
work verb 1 to cheat at ga 2 with 

someone us m7. 3 hr sell drugs us, 1993. 4 to dilute a powdered 
drug us 1838. ► to get worked lo :re knocxed from your 
surfboard and ► work a 
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workaround | wouldn’t it rot your socks? 


ginger (of a pr titute) t rob a ienl li m ginger Australia, 1953. 

► work for Standard Oil lo drive a truck that bums excessive 
amounts of fuel or oil us. n/u ► work like a charm to achieve a 
purpose with absolute ease. From the idea of a magic charm 

► work like a nigger to work 
very hard Praise ml nten t in equal [ irt s ►work 

the cuts (u e l f a prostitut 1 li customer on the streets 
us, 1987. ► work the glory rode sion 

while in prison in the hope ol receiving an early parole us, m . 

► work the hole 

platforms or in the carriages us, uss ► work the kerb (of a 
prostitute) to ply f rdefrompa 1 m 11 1 a m2 ►work 

the nuts t rrmval 

us, 1980. ► work the other side of the street to be oft 

opposing sides ol a bipolar situation; to make a living as a 
criminal us msa ► work your bollocks off to work very hard UK, 
2002 ► work your ticket 1 om 

employment on the grounds of physical injury or ill health; orig¬ 
inally military but in the prevailing compensation culture applied 
to any erhpioyment situation, where benefits of discharge are peoF 
siderable, and thus taackfent endeavour Ssffen .Jfnplied uk, im 
workaround noun in computing, a temporary fix of a problem us, 

worker noun 1 a a good perform¬ 

ance us, 1999. 2 a member of a drug-selling enterprise who se'ls 
drugs on the street us 1995. 3 a gamb ing cheat us, 1962. 4 in the 
circus or carnival, a large blown-up balloon shown by the- 
concession selling packages of balloons us, 1 9® 
workie noun a'woriketBk 2002 

working adjective 1 11 ill bet that II be in effect on the 

next roll us, mi 


working boy noun 3. male prostitute us, i987 
working class noun a glass. Rhyming slang uk 1992 

working classes noun 

working end noun the dangerous end of a tool or weapon us, 1992 
working fifty noun a large pi e 1 1 1 ine bought at a 
wholesale price us. 990 
working girl noun a profttete us, >968 
working john noun an I ue 1 il 1 in man us, 1957 
workingman’s weed noun 1 lanju 1 1 An ilu ntothe1970 
album 'Workingman's Dead' by the Grateful Dead, a band well 
known for the use of recreational drugs uk 2000 
working-over noun ashing us 1984 

working parts noun the genitals uk m. 
working stiff noun 1 ird-working I bourer us, >966 
work is the curse of the drinking classes a catchphrase that 
reverses a popular c ichd Attributed to Oscar Wilde us 1946 
work out verb to masturbate us, 2002 

work over verb to beat someone up; to thrash someone (both 

physically and figuratively) uc 

works noun the , , prei nject drugs us, 1934. 

► get on someone's works .. 1 ie Australia, 195 6. 

► in the works already in progress, due to happen Canada, 1973. 

► the works it ml 1 rtment us >899 

works adjective in mot 111 ing ii| i' imd by the car manufacturer 


works for me! used fi > ng agreemer A ignature line of 
Los Angeles Police Department Detective Sergeant Rick HUfWf on t 
the television police drama Hunter (NBC, 1984-91). Repeated with 
referential humotfftfe >997 

world noun ► the world during the war in Vietnam, back-tart^. 

■ thgjUS; life outside th$>i)ftijitary yS. »*u 

world of shit noun 1 - tang 1 1 it nation us, >984 


worlds noun commerically manufactured cigarettes us, 1990 
wormnouniaoi iputei irogran hat ma iousl duplicates itself 
repeatedly in a, host computer un|ftt dogs and crashes 


system us >990. 2 a coiled condenser used in the illegal production 
of alcohol us 1974 . 3 a facial blemish Barbados mu. 4 phencyclidine, 
the recreational drug known as PCP 01 angel dust us i 98 i. 5 an 
inexperienced oil field worker us, isss. ► wet down the worm to 
perforn oral sex on affjaoius. 2001 
worm and snail; worm noun 

worm dirt noun chewing tobacco. An obvious visual comparison us. 


worms noun ► are you keeping it for the worms?; are you 
saving it for the worms? said, probably in frustration, to a 
female rejecting sexual advances 01 to one who is presumed to be 
.iMrigiin 'If being a state of virginity, 'Inf fsffiftfis' signifying death 

0 , 1977 

Wormtown nickname Worcester, Massachusetts us, 1997 
wormy adjective u i ii i i i > i I n manifested in 
the stomach Norfolk island, 1992 

worra laff! probably of 

Liverpool Sngjn uk, >999 

worry verb 1 2 (said of a 

jockey in horse racing}.j^ride us mi 

worse for wear adjective 1 somewhat drunk ijk 1934. 2 hung over us. 


worse luck! more's the pity! UK mi 

worth adjective ► not worth two cents to jingle on a 
tombstone jualities Canada, 

1988 . ► worth a few bob; worth a bob or two of people, fairly 
wealthy; of things, fairly valuable. From bob (a sMlitftg, now equiv¬ 
alent to 5p but not of equal value) Uk mi 
wossfacenoun 1 | -1 on 1 e name ml 1 n tot gotten, to be 
avoided, or hardly worth mentioning, A slurring of whats-his-face 


wossie noun >see: WUSSIE 
wot pronoun what UK, 1829 

wotcher; watcha; what yer 11 i as a gr i Elision of the C16 
greeting'what cheer' Stereotypica Iv Cockney but in wider use. 
The earliest recorded usfe.ts "'Wot cher!" all the naghfours cried, / 
"Who're yer goin’ to meet, BJif? Have, you- bought the street, Bill?"’ 
(Albert Chevalier, 'Wot Cherfor'Kfiocked 'em intheOld Kent 
Road', 1891) Uk >953 

wot no...? used ice or a 

.Shortage. A nqisspSlirg of’what’ provides this endlessly variable 
graffiti catchphrase, presented in a speech-bubble, or as a caption 
to a drawing of Chad, or Mr Chad looking over a wall, this used to 
'ftgb'ljght or protest about another World War 2 shortage. The for¬ 
mula has,'lingered in speech butfihfd slowly faded; from view (M. 


wotsit noun an 111 mu I i 11 luction f the phrase 'what is 
it?', usually seen as whatsit; this yafiation is possibly inspired by 
Golden Wonder's Wotsits™, a popular cheesy flavour snacluk >997 
wotsit in a sock noun the pm - >ecifi rriat n of whatsit (an 
'Unspecified object) uk 2005 

wouldn’t it? al for such 

phrases as 'wouldn't it make you sick', though mostly 
euphemistically so for such phrases containing profanity.scretvas 
'wouldn't it give you the. shits’ or 'wouldn't it root you' Australia, 


wouldn't it rip you? used for expressing exasperation Australia, 1941 
wouldn't it root you? used for expressing exasperation. Also 
wouldn't it rip/rotate you? both of which are presumably 
euphemisms for the 'roof form, even though the earliest recorded 
form is 'rip' (1941, Australian Nationahpfctionary}. Also, ‘wouldn’t 
it rootyour boot' Australia, 1945 
wouldn't it rotate you? 

EupiSensSjc for WOULDN'T it root you Australia, 1944 
wouldn't it rot your socks? used for expressing exasperation 

AUSTRALIA, 1982 





wouldn't say no | wrong 'i 


wouldn't say no used for registering acceptance of something, 
sometimes as a suggestion that something would be accepted if it 
were offered us 1939 

wouldn't work in an iron lungto be extremely lazyuruSJMM; mi 
would you believe...? used for humorously probing for a 
statement thal can be believed the signature ine of spy Maxwell 
Smart, played by Bow Adams, on the television comedy Get Smart 
(1965-70). Adams had used the line earlier on The Bill Dam 
Show (NBC, 1963-65). Repeated with referential h®fj$pr*i4'»© 
wounded soldier noun a bottle or can ol beer that has been partly 
'03n$um®i Playtrjg',§| dead soldier as 'arf enipty bottle' us 1991 
wound up adjective m innoyed. The image i of a clock's 
mainspring wound too tight and ready to lose control uk, ,2001 
wow noun 1 a thin nder 1 en 1 ml 1 ess Fiom the 
exclamation 'wow!' us. mo. 2 an exclamation mark (!) us, m3 
Wow nickname the p , uatr hospita 111-1 rnd The hospital is 
nalf.fte Whau River new Zealand, ms 


wrecking crew noun 1 ihe 1 e in det ho itch a show's early 
performances and spread negative comments about the show us, 
1973. 2 crack cocaine uk 1 m. 3 on the railways, a relief crew us. me 
wren noun a woman us, 1920 

wrench noun in drag and motor racing, a mechanic us, raso 
wrench verb 1 to go us, 2002. 2 to disrupt or upset someone us, me. 

3 in motor racing and hot rodding, to perform mechanical work 
on a car, Whether ft MittiSlly involves using a wrench or not us, 2004 
wrench artist noun a railway mechanicys. w? 
wrencher noun 1 ir enthusiast 1 I nsiderable mechanical ability 
tjjMS 

wrestle; rassle verb to play a game of bar dice us. 1971 
wretch verb to vomit us, 1966 

wriggle noun ► get a wriggle on to hurry. A variation of get a 

WIGGLE ON AUSTRALIA, 1971 

wriggle out verb ity uk is4s 


wowser noun I polls;.- >rst kind moral crusader; a 

prude. Claimed by John Norton, editor of the Sydney Truth 
(1891 -1916) as his own coinage and an acronym from the phrase 
‘we only want social evils remedied', a supposed catchcry of 'the 
wowsers'. This story has sadly never been corroborated, and its 
derivation must be sought elsewhere. The Australian National 
Dictionary suggests British dialect wow (tolhowl or bark as a dog, 
to complain), which sepms to fit well, but one correspondent to 
in 1910, after .denying the word as: Morton's invention, 
goes on to say 'a false ^nse of public decency forbids the publi¬ 
cation of the derivation and true meaning', which suggests sop#' 
profane origin Australia, im 
wowserish adjective prudish; puritanical aust$?bA im 
wowserism nou 
prudishness austrmua is 04 

wowseristic adjective prudish; puritanical Australia, 1907 
wozwas. A deliberate misspel ing, especially In graffiti uk 1 984 


a person who used to be sueeesSM p 


wozzed adjective exhausted New Zealand. 199s 
wrap noun 1 a sma | lered drugs uk 

me. 2 a wrapped roll of coins us, 1977. 3 [he end of a session. 
Originally from the-entertainment industry-extended to general 
situations us, 1972. 4 praise; a compliment or commendation. 
Variants include 'wrap-up', 'rap' and 'rap-up' Australia, 1939 
wrap; wrap up noun ► wrap yourself around to eat or .consume 
someth i ng Australia, ms 

wrap; wrap up verb to roll % marijuana cigarette uk 1999. ► wrap 
round; wrap around to crash a vehicle intpan immovable 
object uk 1950 

wrap-head noun a follower of the Pocomania Afro-Christian religion 

JAMAICA, 1987 

wrapped; wrapped up adjective pleased; overjoyed; enamoured 

AUSTRALIA, 1963 


wriggly adjective 

wring verb ► wring out your mule to urinate us, 1974. ► wring 
out your sock to urinate us, ran ► wring the rattlesnake to 

urinate MJSmm, ® 

wringer noun a bankruptcy petition us, 1954 
wrinkle noun 1 everdevice.tr < meth I uk 1817 
wrinkleneck noun in horse racing, a seasoned and experienced 

horse handler us tssi 

wrinkle room noun a bar frequented by older homosexual men us. 


wrinkly noun an old person A reference to the wrinkled skin of 
advanced years Partridge qua fed the definition: 'as applied to 
anyone over the venerable age of thirty' 
wrist noun 1 a contemptible person I rom wrist job (an act of 
masturiMn) - or similar term - hence, this is synonym®* 
with wanker r 2in i. II I 5-4. From the tick-tack 
^gnal US ® by bookmakers uk mi 
wristers noun j fingers us, ms 

wrist job noun i an act of masturbation. Used as a song title by 
Humble Pie in 1969 i ik, 1x9.2 used as an al -purpose form of 
abuse; & substitute ®m of wanker uk 2000 
wristy adjective having th iaracteristi( of 1 nasturbator; hence, 
inferior or unpleasant I rom wrist (a contemptible person) uk 2000 
write verb 1 to write 1 prescription for narcotii which will not be 
used for medicinal purposes us, ms. 2 lo creale graffiti art us, 1997. 
► write numbers / game 

tnjjfpbers lottery) us, 197% 

write-off noun in him 1 11 I I 11 ic d ( ond economic 

repair; anything (physical or abstract) or person considered to be 
beyond saving. Originally Royal Air Force slang for 'a wrecked 
aircraft, now thought of as the language of insyranceu^ ms 
write off verb to destroy something; to damage something beyond 
repair, generally a vehicle. From the coraveritlsnal use ‘to write off 
the value or the investment 1 uk ism 


wrapper noun 1 1 111 1 ehicle tizen n jdio' slang us, me. 

2 an unmarked police vehicle Originally citizens' band radio slang. 
Variants incl ► in the 

wrapper 1 drunk us, ms. 2 in bed us, 1997 

wraps noun ciga ► under wraps kept in 


writer noun 1 1 graffiti rrti t 2 11 1 in en 

accepts and records bets on Keno us. m2 t>see: SHEET WRITER 
wrong noun 1974 

wrong adjective known lo mlorn Ihe police us, 1953 
wrongle noun in craps, someone who bets against the shooter us. 


wrap-up noun 1 1 nale e irtner ho, by a vague yet firm 
understanding, is regularly available us mo 
wrap up verb 1 to cea e 1 ill 11 1 | 1 11 in 1 noise. Usually in 

the imperative, often as a two word exclamation us ms. 2 to 
complete thgjfcftal days of apprison sentenceus; im 


wrong number noun an untrustworthy person us, m2 
wrong-o noun^!^,Jj|fS0n V S 1970 

wrong side of noun used fan age that i e iter than a stated 
number uk im 


wreck verb ► wreck my head to agitate me to an extreme degree 
wrecked adjective very drunk or drug-intoxicated us, ms 


wrong time noui >. 1954 

wrong'un noun 1 I reaket me ne on the wrong side of the 
law Australia, us:,. 2 3 police informer. English gypsy use us zero. 
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wrong-way English | Wythenshawe white 


3 in prison, a sex offender or convicted paedophile; an informer 


wrong-way English noun in pool, spin 'rrparted on the cue ball 
such that the angle of refraction off a cushion is different, if not 
opposite, from what be expected us, ytb 
WS noun a sado-masochist encounter involving enemas or urination. 

# abbreviation for watersports 0$, Ip9 
WTF used in computer message shorthand to mean 'what the 
tuck?' or ! wtio the fy&ff us, r991 

WUCIWUG what you see is what you get. Quasi-initialism used for 
Ifesf rftessagi ng uk jot- 

wudja? 'would /ou Apparentl 1 1 I I evi ion production 
company Brighter Pictures hut rapidly gained wider use uk, 2002 
wuffo; whuffo noun in ilie 1 1 1 I 11 liding and 

parachuting, anyone other than a fellow expert Purportedly 
derived from thejtpJestren, 'Wuffo they do that?’ us im 
wumpers noun a rubber-soled sandal, especially one made from a 
P'Sr tyre Bahamas, m2 

wunch noun a gi u| I 1 I 1 II 11 e noun. A jokey 
Spoonerism of 'bunch of wankers' uk, 2002 
wunzee verb to urinate. An evolution of the children's vocabulary of 
NUMBER ONE and NUMBER TWO TRINtBAD AMD TQBAGQ, 20Q& 
wurley noun a hut 1 1 1 ill 1 - iginal d elling Australia, 1339 
wurzel noun most prob¬ 

ably from the television series Wurzel Gumrriidge, 1979-81, based 
on the stories about the 'scarecrow of Spatterbrook' created b% 
Barbara Euphan Todd uk. 2000 

wuss noun a w vimp and pussy, both 

meaning 'a weak and timid' person' us. im 


wussie; wussy; wossie noun a weak, timid, passive person us, m2 
wuss out verb to back down; to fail to do as promised us, 1977 
wussy adjective weak, timid, passive us. 1995 
wuwoo noun a mixture of marijuana and a line marijuana. 
Possibly adapted ftonrt- a celebratory rdaetrpn to the drugs' effects 

wuzzy noun a female A corruption of the French oiseau, or bird (a 
young woman) uk, m3 

Wyamine noun IM inhaler was 

manufactured by Wyeth Laboratories; it became a generic name 
for any inhaler with Beezedrine-infused cotton strips, Valued by 
amphetamine usfers'os, w? 

Wyatt nickname i i n i| f I I ' mi ho burps loudly 
and for comic effect. I ron rhynvng slang wyatt earp (a burp) uk 

1992 

Wyatt Earp noun 1 the penis. Rhyming sla o o curp (the penis) 
formed on the name of the legendary 1JS I. wman (1848-1929), 
possibly informed by the film myth Of Wyatt Earp as-a heroic 
shootistarc «so. 2a belch Rhyming slang '01 burp, based on the 
Ciapne of hero of countless films, Wyatt Earp uk m2 
wyman noun >see: bill wyman 

Wynona Ryder; wynona noun „ based on the 

name of the populai film actress (b 1971) uk 2002 

wyssa; whizzer; wyzza noun t or received 

In the Antarctic or sub-Antarctic Derives from the Australian 
.Antarctic Division telex cade for 'with all mry/ow love darling' 

AUSTRALIA, 1959 

Wythenshawe white man noun a black man with the manners 
and standards of contemporary white society Wythenshawe is a 
suburb of Manchester UK 2002 




Xx 



X adjective 1 annoyed irritated, angry. A pun on 'cross' UK 1962. 2 in 
drag racing, experimental. The designation FX means an experi¬ 
mental car from a factory, MX means an experimental compoHian: 
from a manufacturer us, 1970 

x-double-minus adjective very bad. Alluding feta/iort-extstent 
gradingieSIp us. m 

x-dressing noun cross-dressing m. xm 

Xer noun >see: GENERATION XER 

X-Files noun irmed on US 

television science-fiction/Conspiracy drama The X-Files first 
broadcast in 1993 uk im 

X-Files E noun a tablet of MDMA, the recreational drug best known 
as ecstasy, branded with a borrowed logo. After The X Files, a caff 
setencefiction televison programme from £h@-friid-1990s, playing 


X-ingnoun 


X marks the spot 1 > 1 i| 1 in legend to a specific 

location (marked with a cross) on a map or in a photograph Of 
catchphrase status although rarely spoken. Familiar uses include: 




Yy 


Y noun ► the Y rist 

Association (YMCA) or Young Women's Chnsttart Association 
(YWCA); also the YMCA or YWCA orgarvisatiohit#, »?* 

Y2K noun 1 the year 2000; the first second of the year 2000. Y (year) 
plus 2 xk (2000) Canada i - 2 i.sed as the first three characters for 
any year between 2001 and 2009 India, im 
yaba noun patame I imp! . PMA A phonetic approxi¬ 

mation (perhaps Fhai or Burmese), iter; lly 'crazy medicine', by 
which name it is also 'known; a»2 
yabba noun methamphetamine in pill form when taken as a rec¬ 
reational drug uk, mi 

yabba-dabba doo! used as a cry of exultation. The Flintstones, a 
US television animation-comedy, fir; i broadcast in 1960, 
introduced 'ysiiba-dabba-doo!' as a catchphrase. 'A yabba-dabba 
doo time’ (an excellent time) comes directly from the theme song, 
'The Flintstones: Rise and Shine', written by William Flanna and 
Joseph’ Barbera, the st&WS creators. As a noun, 'yabba-dabba doo' 
means 'exuberance'dliag 
yabber noun a conversation; a chat Australia, isss 
yabber verb i tali nverse hat, n e eciall used of 
unintelligible language that i i i in her t i hatter, blabber, 
be noisy. Originally used in Australian pidgin. From an Australian 
Aboriginal language, possibly the Wuywurung language of the 
: Sfelbouiftg,tegion Australia, i84i 
yabbering noun talk, conversation 

yabby noun an Australian fr i tei rayfisl und throughout 
eastern Australia and introduced into Western Australia, commonly 
caught for food; later applied to various other similar freshwater 
crayfish. From Wemba, an Australian Aboriginal language of 
Victoria AUSTRALIA, 7894 

yabby verb e noun sense 

AUSTRALIA, 1934 

yabbying noun i with a bit of 

meat on a string Australia, 7934 

yack adjective SlC'k Utjfiffil- 

yack; yak noun 1 voluble talk Echoic of idle chatter us, 1952. 2 a joke 
us, 1957. 3 a telephone sales solicitor, either for a legitimate 
business or for a confidence swind e us. 1 m 4 a watch. Possibly 
.derived from Welsh gypsy yakengeri literally 'a thing of the 

eyes’). Still current, in secorrcJ:spelIing^.agfiong market traders is?; 

yack; yak verb 11 1 1 I il I ind either idl or stupidly or both us. 

7949. 2 to Vffmit US, 1992 

yacker noun a nil rkin 1 a phon investment scam by 
teiphcfetk 1988 >see: yakka 
yacker verb to talk austwa im 
yackety-yack noun inconsequential talk® 195s 
yadda yadda yadda used for suggesting meaningless conversation 

yaffle verb 1 to eat hurr I 1 1 I iriginall 10 eat or drink', 
still current in Roya Navy s ang but only as 'to eat' uk im. 2 to 
engage in oral sex. From the sense 'to eat' uk. 7998 


yah boo sucks! > n or 

derision. Originally used by children, nowyjhlf e|isH ; an elaboration 

yahoo noun 1 an unrefined, I utish, un< ult (d person. An 
imaginary race of brutes created by Swift in Gulliver's Travels uk 
7726. 2 crack cocaine us, 1994 

yahoo! used as an exuberant expression of excitement or delight tv/c 

yahoos noun the fe n le bre 1 Perha; 11 n yahoo!'as a 
celebratory cr$f|S ion 

yahso adverb here; in or to this place Jamaica, 1995 
yak noun during the Korear 1 1 1 enem it 1 ill Coined as an 

allusion to North Korea’s YAK-9 fighter jet us 1991 >see: YACK 
yakenal noun a capsule of ph it< rarl ta lium (trade name 
Nembutal™), a central nervous system depressant us. m2 
yakka; yacker noun work. I rom the now defunct verb 'yacker' (to 
wi tki, lion :1m A rh, In 1 Alt t cm I mg! m < mm bi 11 1 
region. Connection with the Ulster word 'yokkin' (a spell of work) 
is untenable. Now usually in the phrase hard yakka Australia, im 
yakker noun 1 2 istralian pidgin; 

possibly equating yakka (work) with food Variants include 'yack' 

AVSIfiAUA, 1942 

yale noun crack cocaine uk 20m 

Yale noun a commerical hypodermic needle, whether or not it is 
manufactured by Yale us 1973 

Yallenouna student or alumnus of Yale University os, 1952 

yam verb 1 to talk too much us, mi. 2 to eat as if famished Barbados 


yam foot noun 1 It TRINIDAD and 

Tdmm,2oo3 

yammagi; yamidgee noun 1 - 1 1 I nil-' m Aboriginal 

male. A Western Australian Aborigina (Watjari) lerm, yamaji, used 
..genetically. Variant spellings include: 'yamagee', 'yamagi', 
'yammagee' and 'yammogee' Australia, 1925 

Yammie; Yammy noun a Yamal. 1 1 in production since 

1954 UK 1999 

yandy noun from other 

matter Australia, 1903 

yandy verb t> > e; irate eed fi m ui ur in matter in a yandy; 
hence, in tin-mining, to pan Such work is done by a 'yandier' 

AUSTRALIA, 19U 

yang noun 1 the penis. From the masculine principle in the Chinese 
philosophy of yin-yang us 1 2 the rectum us. 1974 

yang-yang adjective of a horse, lively or spirited Australia, 1970 
Yank noun 1 an American Origina I n lander or someone 
from the northern states of America. An abbreviation of Yankee; 
often derogatory uk 177s. 2 an American bird. Bird-watching slang 

yank verb to tug something with sudden energy; to remove 
sormsfung i/s 

yank and bank verb to execute alitqfb in a fighter plane us, ras6 


yaffler noun 1 person 10 tal 1 mucl \ua ms 

yag noun yttrium aluminium garnet Used in the diamond trade uk 

yage noun aynhu ilso known a 1 n ielic drink from 
South America us, @99- 

yah boo! A childish use 


yankee noun (erent horses in a 

specific combination of eleven betsuK 1967 
Yankeerouni 1 native r inhabitan I le England; hence, more 
generally, of the northern states of America. The most likely cjfj#*’ 
vation is from Dutch Janke, a diminutive of Jan (John) as a 
pejorative nickname; also possible Is a North American Indian 
corruption of 'English'; or Cherokee eankke (a slave, a coward). 
Used by die Confederates of the I ederal army during the 










Yankee | yeller feller; yellow feller; yellow fellow 
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American Civil War, 1861 -65, and since by the south of fhe north 
us, ms. 2 a tool used by car thieves to pull out ihe cyclinder of the 
ignition Jq dust©?? 

Yankee adjective American uk mi 

Yankee-bashing noun an act of engaging US servicemen in sexual 
activity. Well-user: by members of the Women's Royal Army Corps 
jn Hong Kong,cturing the 1960s ok raw 

Yankee clipper noun i loiinAmei n in i_ 

yankee dime noun a ki^gfasg 

Yankeeland noun the United States of America UK, 2000 

Yankee shout noun 

iStwselves Australia. 1 $m< 

Yankee tournament noun n p rting ontest in vhich everyone 
plays everyone else. Art' Australian nuatitg of Yankee (Amur can) as 
'equal for a\\'A ustralia. mi 

Yanking noun 

Formed on yank (an American) uk, 1950 
Yank tank noun a large car, especially one manufactured in the US 
AUSTRALIA, 1981 

ya-o noun crackiacaihe wt jsss 
yaoh noun cocaine uk 1999 

yap noun 1 the mouth us, 1900. 2 inconsequential talk us, 1907. 3 in 
circus and carnival usage, a naive, gu lible ocal resident us, mi 
yap rent) to talk incessantly. The term existed in this sense in C19 
English dialect and then independent v arose in the US in the 
1,920s UK 1886 

yapper, snapper, and crapper noun oral, vaginal and anal sex with 

a woman. A clever phrase heard in jokes but rarely in real life us. 

yuppies noun ► the yappies greyhound racing or squisifj|..4 play 
on THE DOGS AUSTRALIA, 1984 
yappy; yappified adjective idteiK-aj.®» 
yar! used as a general-purpose interjection, usually conveying 
excitement about something us, nso 
yarco; yark noun a member of a subcultural urban adolescent 
grouping in Yarmouth, Norfo k, that seems to be defined by a hip- 
■fipp dress and jewellery sense m, 2005 
yard noun 1 one hundred dollars us, 1921 . 2 one thousand dollars us, 
1932. 3 a prison sentence of 100 years us mo. 4 a prison sentence 
of one year us, mo 5 your country, especially Jamaica uk 1994. 

• your home, your house; in prison, youi ce I Wesl Indian and UK 
black Jamaica 1950. 7 a member of the Montagnard tribe, the 
aborigine hill tribes of Vietnam's Central Highlands us, 1991 
Yard noun ► the Yard Scotland Yard, subsequently New Scotland 
Yard, headquarters of the Metropolitan police. Originally, since 
1888, used.of the location of London's Metropolitan Police; the 
itmiljar name stayed when the headquarters moved to new 
premises in 1967 uk ms 

yard verb 1 to be sexually unfaithful us, i960. 2 to get hold of 
somephe Canada, 1984 
yardage noun a big penis us » 
yard-and-a-half noun one hundred and fifty dollars us, m2 
yardbird noun 1 a chicken us 1956. 2 a prisoner, a convict us ms. 3 a 
newly arrived military recruit us, 1945. 4 in trucking, a terminal 
employee who moves trucks around the yard us mi. son the 
railways, an injured employee assigned to limited duty in a railway 
yard us, rsss 

Yardbird nickname harlie Parker zz rxophonist us, 1949 

yard buddy noun ;on us 1974 

yard bull; yard dick noun a railway detective us, -i$m. a railway 
detective us, 1950 

yard dog noun 

yard goose noun a railway pointsman us, toft 
yardie noun 1 a member 1 1 io n gang ulture rooted in the 
West Indies, especially Jamaica Yardies have an international repu¬ 


tation for drug-related crime jamah : 1 s 2 a person from your 
neighbourhood; a friend iamaica 2003. 3a yardman Australia, 1990 
yard man noun a Jamaican Jamaica, 1994 
yardney noun 1 manner | nbini est Indian and 

London accents and vocabularies. Combining yardie (a Jamaican 
gangster) and 'Cockney (a stereotypical uk 1999 

yard out verb to exercise in a prison yard us. 1984 
yard sale noun if an accident in 

which equipment is deposited ovei a wide area tvs, 199 5 
yardstick noun a road fnile marker us 19 76 
yarn noun 1 a stor 11 Jvei ure tor especially a long, marvellous 
or incredible story 01 nautical origin; from 'spin a yarn' (to tel 
such a story) uk 1812. 2 a chat, a talk, a conversation Australia, 1852 
yarn verb 1 to tell a story uk 1812. 2 to talk; to have a chat Australia, 


yarpie noun >see: japie 

yarra adjective mad, stupid, eccentric. From the mental asylum at 
Yarra Bend, Victoria Australia, 1943 
Yarra-banker noun I ifer or grant idling 1 the banks of the 
Yarra River,, Mblbburhe; afMelboume soap box orator Australia, im 

Yarra - stinking Yarra! 1 ed ..itchphrase 

addressed by Sydneyites to Melbournites Melbourne sits on the 
banks of the Yarra River Australia, 1984 
yassoolu 1 1 1 1 imon troops who have served in 

Cyprus I rum Greek giasou! (an all-purpose word for 'hello', 
'goodbye', 'cheers!'). Sometimes elaborated in mock-Scots as 
'yassoo the pdpf uk 1984 
yattie noun a girl t#C m 

yawn noun anything which induces boredom uk ..ox- 

yawn verb ► yawn in technicolor to vomit us mi 
yawn said to registei the speaker's boredom, instead of actually 
yawning uk 2000 

yay! used as an exclamation of delight uk m3 

yay; yayoo; yeah-O; yeyo; yeo noun bt|i||Qi®ine us 1995 
Y-bone noun the vulva and vagina as an object of oral sex new 
2TALANt>. 1998 

Y Dub noun a premises of the YWCA (the Young Women's Christian 
Association), or the organisation itself Short for YW. Later use 
seems to be frectbrrftnantly in New Zealand us. 1 m 
yea; yay adverb when describing size, and combined with an 
appropriate gesture: this, so us, mo 
yeah noun yes, used as a signal of assert «S ms 
yeah-yeah no Said dismissively; a rare instance of a double 
affirmative producing .1 negative ijk 2000 
year noun a one-hundred dollar note us. 1997 
year blob noun a notional date that, within context, was a very long 
time ago. A variation: of year dot uk 1997 
year dot noun a notional date long ago; time Immemorial uk 1895 
yeast verb to exaggerate uS. 1973 
yee yes us. imo 

yegg noun a crir er. Anglicised 

by 1932 05, 1900 

ye gods!; ye gods and little fishes! used as a mild oath, 
especially to express exasperation oi indignation. The former dates 
from 1807; and elaborated with .little fishes' since the 1850s. 
Original use was no doubt sincere but from the 1960s usagje li@5i 
been derisory or jocular uk 2002 
yeh noun marijuana uk ms 

Yekke; Yekkie noun a German Jew. Derogatory. From Yiddish, but of 

uncertain' -origin cte mo 

yeller feller; yellow feller; yellow fellow noun a person of mixed 
Aboriginal and white parentage Australia, 1913 
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yellow | yeyo; jejo 


yellow noun-i a capsule of pent irbital iium (trade name 
Nembutal™), a central nervous system depressant; any barbiturate 
im. 2 LSD US, m? 

yellow adjective 1 cowardly, afraid us. err. 2 used to describe that 
section of the printed news media which tends towards the 
sensational, the unscrupulous and the tawdry. Derives froth an 
1895 experiment by the New York World in the use sN&lQur-i 1 
printing with the intent to attract more readers; a cartoon of a 
young girl in a yellow dress known as ’The fSs'llpw Kid’ us 7898. 

3 light-skinned; of mixed race us, 1934 
yellow and white earth noun mprsey Canada, 79® 
yellow bam 77oun 1 1 ipsuk f per bart 1 In in 1 (trade name 

Nembutal™), a centra nervous system depressant us. m s. 

2 methamphetamine hydrochloride, a powerful central nervous 
system stimulant us, 1994 
yellow-bellied adjective cowardly us. 1924 

yellow-belly noun 1 a coward us. ms. 2 a person of mixed Asian and 
white parentage. A derogatory and racist reference to skin-tone. An 
earlier use, from 1842, was by Americans of Mexicans uk m? 
yellow-belly bird noun ) coward n 51 go mo 

yellow bullet noun r capsul 1 ntobarbita iium (trade name 

Nembutal™), a central nervous system depressant us. 1977 
yellow canary noun 111 ruckn 1 1 II transit Freight Lines truck 

yellow dimple; yellow dimples noun LSD, especially in combi¬ 
nation with another drug us. m2 

yellow doll noun a capsule of ihenf barbital .1 in (trade name 

Nembutal™), a centra nervous system depressant us. 1977 
yellow egg noun Temazapam™, a branded tranquillizer uk ms 
yellow jacket noun 1 a barbituraf or 1 1 1 ntral nervous system 
depressant, especially Nembutal™ us m2. 2 a high-velocity, hollow- 
nose, expanding bullet us, mi 

yellow legs noun I 1 I I I I " 1 11 _r m I h I 

North Koreans alluding to the marine leggings us. 1968 
Yellow Legs noun e CANADA, 1974 

yellow pages noun in poker, a play or a bet made strictly for the 
purpose of creating an impression its, 1996 
yellow peril noun i a danger (real or imagined) that armies of any 
and all Asiatic peoples wi overrun the West f 10m the convention¬ 
al use of VelioW to convey an Asiatic or Oriental ConSglexion. 

Usage is mairtly historical but paranoia and the Internet keeps the 
phrase alive uk 1900. 2 used as a col ective noun lor all sorts of 
things With a yellow connection. Mainly jocular. Used by 
motorcyclists of traffic wardens (from the yellow flashes on th® 
uniforms) uk m . 3 hepatitis A peril of shared needles by drug 
addicts; their usage, with a pun on the fear of Asians and the skin . 
discolouration associated will hepatitis uk ms. 4 in prison, school, 
or any canteen in any 'institution, a bright yellow cake favoured by 
the caterers. Originally services uk mi 
Yellow Peril nickname in Canadian military aviation, the Harvard 
tuning-aircraft Canada, ms 

yellow rocknoun nethamphetamir in rock form yellow in colour 
either because ol incomplete processing oi die presence of 
adulterants us, m 

yellow sheet noun 1 criminal r 1 I - ric in UK use fiom the 
colour of the New York Police Department document at the time 
of coining us, m2 

yellow streak noun a trait of cowardice uk mi 
yellow submarine noun ty in shape 

between a joint and I he Beatles' musical cartoon creation 'Yellow 
Submarine', 1969; however/both promise a cdotirfu) journey uk 

yellow sunshine; yellow cap; yellow dot noun LSD us. 1972 
yells, bells and knells noun ; in ' nr einents of births, 
marriages and dean is A jourilalistic sumnlation of life; a variation 

Of HATCH, MATCH AND DISPATCH AUSTRALIA, 1984 
yen noun an intense craving, especially for a drug; an addiction uk 


yen verb to crave a drug intensely I rom the Chinese; originally 
appliedr^!^jfe'®i users os 7979 
yenems; yenams; yenhams noun free cigarettes; anything 
belonging to someone else Adopted from Yiddish, possibly as 
early as the mid-1920s UK 7 9 W 
yennep; yennap; yenep noun a penny. Back.slang«Ci©f 
yen pock noun an filet us. 1934 
yen pop noun-marijuana.®; 
yen pox noun opium ash us, M 

yen-shee noun Im n li n 1 rliei leralised ense as'opium' 
(which inclufetherofn in itecfefthltibn) us, iseo 
Yenshee baby noun in extremely con | ited I < >wel movement 
that is the product of opiate addiction. Yenshee is Chinese for 
liijfi'tjiffj residue’ u$W8 

yen-shee-suey noun opium her 11 li I ed in wine us, 1949 
yen sleep noun 1 ir in 1 intered t many LSD users after 
the effects of the drug have worn off us 1972 
yenta noun a go ip; a busybor 1 old Yiddish us, 7923 
yeola noun marijuana uk 20031 

yep yes. A variation of 'yes’, the final plosive stresses the affirmative 
and gives it a semi-interjection or exc amatory sense us, im 
yerba noun m 111111 1 1 - 1 ican Spanish rd that means'herb' 
or 'grass', thus herb (marijuana) or grass (marijuana) us uxu 
yerba mala noun | ir juali mar uana >h n< clidine Adopted 
from Mexican Spanish, the literal meaning 1, 'bad/evil grass'; yerba 
beuna (good grass) is probably also used us i9» 
yerhia noun marijuana.tifehiB 
yer man noun an unnamed male Ireland. 1997 
yer one noun a 

yers pronoun a variant spelling, of W0 . Australia, 1923 

yesca; yesco noun n riji ina. Di I 11 n inish yesca (tinder), 

‘a fuel that is burnt’ us. 1949 

yes, if you've got the inclination; yes, but not the incli¬ 
nation used as a 1 1 I 1 1 1 1- Have you got the 

••tfitone?’. Also, 'yes,.-if-you've got the money' uk 7977 
yes man; yes-man noun 111 I 11 1 ul rdinate; a person who 
agrees with everything a superior says or does uk m2 
yessir! yes indeed iis.pti 
yes siree (Bob) yes indeed US, fflw 

yes sir, we're pals, and pals stick together used as a humorous 
affirmation of agreement Used as the sign-off by Ed McConnell 
oniheStnllin' Ed's Gang (1950-55) children’s television 
pffigamrfte Repeated with referential humour us. pss 
yes sir, yes sir, three bags full used for mocking, unqueaionj^. 
blind obedience US naval aviator usage, from the children's song 
'Ba 6a fiaick Sheep' us me 

yessusl; yesusl; yissus! u I 1 ressingange frustration, 
shock, surprise, etc. From the Afrikaans pronunciation of 'Jesus' as 
an oath or exclamation south Africa. 1942 
yesterday adjective out-dated ina ire urrentfashi 11 ind 

treB$S'bs, 1968 

Yes way! used for humorously rebutting someone who has just said 
‘No way!’.us im 

yes-woman; yes-girl noun subordinate; a 

person who agree;- with everything hei superior says or does. A 
consequence of yes man; originally 'yes-girl' had primaeylfyl " 
current use favours 'yes-woman' us, 1930 
yettie noun a successful person who Is young, entrepreurial and 
technical uk; xm 

yet to be adjective lang uk mi 

yew noun the eye. Usually in the pltfraluK 2002 

yeyo; jejo noun cocaine. Adopted directly from Spanish uk 799s 
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yez pronoun you (plural). Originally only in representations of Irish 
speakers, but later as the typical Australian pronunciation with an 
unstressed vowel iruand. im 
Yid noun a Jewish person. Offensive us, im 
yiddel; yiddle noun a Jewish person us, im 
Yiddish highway noun US Highway 301, which runs between New 
York and Miami, Florida us. 1979 
Yid kid noun a young Jewish person us. nm 

Yidsbury nickname idon with (traditio¬ 

nally) a large Jewish population. A combination with yid (a Jewish 
person) uk mi 

yikenouna 11 hi 1 1 Iter iti 11 \ua 1940 
yikes! used in surprise, pain or shock. Possibly a variant of conven- 
ticM lyoicksl' or 'crikey!' (€JJW!)«s-. 1971 
Yim, Yoe and Yesus noun in poker, three jacks, A play on 'Jimjsae 
and Jesus' (instead of Jack), but the reason why is unknown 
AilSm.UA, 7 958 

yimyom noun crack cocaine UK im 
yin noun one, indicating a single person or thing. Often In 
ruf <11,11 nt-:: :,.if ■ I .u, 3A yn i(Billy 0: a I' 11:: \'i, 'wee yin', elc uk. 
SpOTlAND, 1911 

yingroun mamu in 1 lb il eem ieri from the combi¬ 
nation of two facts odged in .1 vaguely hippie philosophy: 1) the 
female canftabls plant is considered superior; 2) in Eastern philos¬ 
ophy, the concept of two complementary forces that make life is 
yin yang. ‘Yin’, mispronounced here as 'ying', represents the 
female uk 2003 

ying yang noun 1 2 the penis us 

i98i. 3 a variety ol LSD identified by the ying yang (yin yang) 
symbol uk. m. ► up the ying yang to excess. The suggestion of 
'ying-yang' A 'the rectum' us rezs 

yin-yang noun 1 ell-kn 1 iriet f MDMA he recreational drug 
best known as ecstasy, identified by the yin and yang symbols 
embossed oft the tablet uk 20m 
yip verb to bark in a piercing and shrill manner us, 1907 
yipes!; yipe! used in shock, pain or surprise. Synonymous varl- 

yippee!; yippy! used is a declare n e itement and assent us, 

yippieroun a membe 1 r adhe ;n1 n ing or not) to, the prin¬ 
ciples of the Youth International Party, a short-lived blend of 1960s 
cotiintetojfijre values and NliV.teftypolitics ys, J967 
YL noun an unmarried woman; a girlfriend An abbreviation of 
'young /ady'ius, me 

YM noun 1 a premises of die YMCA (the Young Men's Christian 
Association), or the organisation itself Pronounced 'wy ern' us, 1937. 
2a boyfriend. Acronym of 'youngman': us razs 
YMCA dinner noun ureal mace from left er Standing for 
'yesterday's fitdck cooked again' Australia. 2003 
yo; Yolanda noun n craps, a roll of eleven us, 1999 
yo!i used as a greeting Both Italian-American and black 
communities lay claim to 'yo!'. I irs: recorded in 1944 among 
Philadelphia's Italian-Americans and popularised by Sylvester 
Stallone in the 1976 film Rocky us 1944. 2 used as an expression of 
■ setfptfee , contempt, dismay, elc south Africa, im 
yob noun an uncultured, boorish person. Ultimately back slang, from 

'boy' AUSTRALIA, 1938 

yobbery noun hoofi|4fitSrrt 'uk, im 

yobbish adjective loutish, characteristic of a yob uk 1972 

yobbo; yobo; yobboe noun Jittiut,, A variation cT yob uk ims 

yobby adjective characteristic of a yob uKi 1 sss,: _ 

yo-bo noun Korean war 

yochie in ih la ii- im'nil - he Grateful Dead, a 
follower of the band who has lost al touch with reality us, 1994 


yock noun a laugh us 1938 

yock verb i to laugh us ms. 2 10 expel nasal mucus uk 2001 
yockele noun I Yiddish; 

perhaps an elaborate back slang variation of goy. 'Yog' is recorded 
for 'a Gentile* In 1939 u« 1977 
yocks noun the e - English Gy; useuK me, 
yodel noun an act of vomiting new Zealand, 1995 
yodel verb 1 to \ 2 1 oral sex on a 

woman us, 1941. ► yodel up the valley to perform oral sex on a 
woman. An elaboration 0: conventiona 'yodel' Australia. 1971 
yodeller noun a Chrysler car. Citizens' band radio slang mi 
yog; yogg noun a fire In the hearth. Market traders' use, directly 
from Romany uk 1979 

yogga noun a gun Er yog (a fire) uk 


yoghurt cannon noun the penis. An image formed on an 

yogi noun 1 a member 0 hi uniform f pi onnel (commissionaire, 
security, etc) at Nottingham University in the early 1970s. Derives, 
apparently, from US animated cartoon series Yogi Sear, first 
broadcast in 1958 uk n34. 2 a poker player with the annoying habit 
fit coaching other players us, 1996 
yoink verb to steal us, 2002 
yoinks!' % 1997 


yoke noun 1 a tablet MDf - le recreationa iru best known as 
ecstasy. This usage is an extension of the Hiberno-English use of 
the termIftfr 'something yyhbse name does not spring immedi¬ 
ately to mind' irtland, 1998. 2 a choke hold Originally military slang 
embraced by the police us, m . 3 robbery by force us mi 
yoked; yolked adjective ftitfscular us, 1993 

yokel noun an u / one with a 

rural uk 

yola noun a light-skinned black female us, 1947 
yomo; yom noun a, person,,a fellow os, ^ 
yomp verb to ci ugh i ill i foot, especially when fully 
aden with equipment A Royal Marines term from the 
Falklands/Malvinas war uk m2 

Yonge and Eligible noun t et area Canada, 

yoni noun the vagina. I rom the Sanskrit term, which is an object of 
Hindu veneration trinidad and tobago, 2003 
yonks noun an rdeunitely king limeu/y 1968 
yonni e noun iblyfroman 

Australian Aboriginal language Australia, mi 
yoof adjective used t iescribe ar pr ucf pecially of the media) 
for the youth-market that may be characterised as high on 
fashionable content and criticised as ifepACulture, A deliberate 
misspelling of'youth', mocking the pronunciation of stereotypical 
'yoof television presenters, emphasising the critical viewu/y 2000 
yoof; yufe noun 1 ur per n; the peri I 1 nth A deliberate 
mispronunciation til 'youth', used by Leicestershire teenagers uk 

yoofsploitation noun ulture and Imagery 

for commercial gain, especially in films uk 2002 
yoo-hoo noun a pokei player who engages in excessive needless 
table talkos 7996 

yoo-hoo verb to try t get ome ne ittenti 1 by calling'yoo-hoo 1 

yoot; yut; yout noun iber. West Indian 

US, 1949 


yop verb to Inform on someone. School slang, recorded in Glasgow 
UK’ SOffltAND, 1985 


york verb to vomit us 19s, 

Yorkie; Yorky noun 
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Yorkshire Penny Bank | you’re the boss 


Yorkshire Penny Bank™™ (ion; more usually, 

something of little or no value Rhyming slang for wank (an act of 
masturbation) uk 1980 

Yorkshire Ripper™™ a ipper -I ning I ng formed on the 
nickname of mass murderer 3 eter Sutcliffe who was at large in the 
1970? us,; W2 

Yorkshire tyke noun a microphone. Rhyming slang for mike uk 1957 

you ain't said nothing 1 it for what has 

just been said us. ism 

you and me noun 1 1 recorded as 

current uk, 199s. 2 tea Rhyming slang uk, 1925. 3 urine, urination. 
Rhyming slang for wee 01 pee ui 199s 4a pea Rhyming slang uk, 

you beaut adjective great; excellent:*gp4fi4 ** 

you beaut!; you beauty!; you bewdy! excellent, terrific, hooray! 

AUSTRALIA, 1943 

you beautery ™™ excellence Australia, ms 

you betcha! used for ex; e n nphati i irmation 

you better believe it a catchphrase used for expressing emphatic 

agreement us, i%9 

you can go off some people, you know used as a ijuSyally 
jocular) response to offence 01 imagined offence ok raw 

you can have it!; you can keep it! I want nothing to do with it!' 

you cannot be serious! 'that is preposterous!' A stock phrase of 
US tennis star John McEnroe whose questioning of officials' calls 
was as legendary as his genius at the game. Of all his rants against 
tennis officialdom, this one-spread, into matnsfS^cafehphrase 
.status us. 2002 

you can say that again used as an expression of heartfelt 
agreement USJ9W 

you can say that in spades used as an expression of heartfelt 
agreement Card playing imagery uk mi 

you can't stop him, you can only hope to contain him used as 
a humorous comment on a high achiever. Popularised by ESPN's 
Dam Mock us, 7*7 


you know what ictlvlty or 

thing. The ultimate multi-purpose euphemism uk ms 
you know what you can do!; you know what you can do with 
it!; you know what to do with it! used as a very definite 
expression of rejection of someone or something A barely 
■iupberrfstife catchphrase uk 1945 

you like? used 1 humorou.ersi n of 'do you like 

this?' US, 1990 

you little beaut; you little beauty used as praise Australia, 1945 
you'll be a long time dead! a catchphrase offered as an excuse 
for indulgent behaviour uk, is&, 

you'll do yourself out of a job 1 et 1 jocular catchphrase 
addressed to someone working hard uk 1977 
you look marrrrvelous used for humorous praise. Popularised by 
comedian Billy Crystal on NBC’s Saturday Night Live In the 1980s; 
uttered by a Crystal :Ch|fijgter, Fernando. Repeated with referential 
humbur us, 19M 

you make a better door than a window addressed to a person 
getting in the light, or blocking a view ni wZ ealand, mi 
you never get a satisfied cock without a wet pussy used |§|f 
expressing the principle ol symbiosis uk 1907 
you never know II happen uk , 1924 

young adjective ► not so young as I was; not as young as he 
used to be getting or being old uk ► the night is young; 
the night is yet young it is still early uk 1937 
youngblood noun ■ ick man and 

especially an impetuous one, used as a term of address to a 
young man us, 1946 

young, dumb, and full of come adjective used for describing a 
young man with great hopes and ittle experience us, 19m 

young fellow-me-lad; young feller-me-lad noun used as a semi- 
jocular form of address uk 1926 

young fogey ™™ 1 ung pe in ith outa 1 -1 ideas and values. 

oin.ige is claimed I A.u.a.ihan r 1:e 1 and 1 s '11 
youngie noun a young v Tt e natural 

corollary of oldie Australia, ms 


you can't take it with you! directed at. someone who, in saving 
money,.loses happiness uk m? 

you could have knocked me down with a feather used foA 
expressing astonishment ai something that has happened uk 1741 
you don't even know i.sed as an iniensifier when words fail us, im 

you don't know the half of it' to imply 

so much more us 2002 

you don't say! 1 e 1 1 in lishment it a statement us, 

you don’t say so! used for expressing astonishment at a statement 

you for coffee? 

pronounced 'you fuck-offeef uk 1984 
you go, girl! < 1 Popularised 

by several black entertainers relatively simultaneously in the 1990s, 
and widely repeated, usually in a womarHo-woman- context us, im 

you haven’t got the brains you were born with used aj.at 
derisive catchphrase i.jk, mi 

you have some explaining to do when there is 

in fact some explanation owed. A catchphrase from the / Love 
Lucy television series (1951- 61).ji|®p the 'explaining' often 
butchered with, a pseudo. Desi Arnaz Cuban accent to splaimng! 

you heard! end you didn't!' or 

'Oh, you understand, pretendingf -us 19a 
you know™™ 1 (or, possibly, blow) 

UK 1998 

you know used . 1 erbal pause for indi itin that the speaker 
assumes that the listener A listening, understanding and agreeing. 
Vat..annoying dtsoOufts- marker if ever there was one ok: few 


young lady noun a female sweetheart uk im 
young man noun ai,(trite sweetheart uk issi 
young one™™ an attract e un irl wh sexually of age 

IRELAND j p? 

young stir™™ a reformatory for junvenile offenders. A pun on 
'youngster' yi, 

young 'un noun a child, a young or younger person UK 1810 
young volunteer ™™ a youthful male homosexual prostitute us, 

young woman noun a female sweetheart uKuM 

you now what?; you know what! used as an introductory 
catchphrase uk mi 

your actual; yer actual adjective used to emphasise f BCftm uk 19m 
you rang? ' room. A 

signature line of the hipster character Maynard G. Krebs on the 
television sitiHfisn comedy The Many Loves of Tk>$fe'&Ws (CBS, 
1959-63), Repeated with referential rjcimb./ l& ms 
your arse! used as an expression of contempt, rejection, disbelief or 
derision uk ism 

your arse in parsley! you are talking nonsense! An elaborated 
form of (up) your arsei uk Scotland, ms 
you’re right, you fox used as a tease when someone has finally 
stumbled over the obvious us, ms 
you’re sharing 11 - I 1 1 1 1 In lit n tl it the peaker is straying 
into personal matters that should be kept private us, ms 
you’re telling me used for concurring with another speaker uk 1932 
you're the boss 1 Gil- 1 nake the I ice. Used among 
equals,; or even to.a-Child, with rptteai superiority involved 
AUSTRALlkisgt 
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you're the doctor! whale er iu sa u re the authority, or the 
expert, or the one in charge; the responsibility is yours os, 1907 
your man noun iiomatic phrase used 

in Hrbemo-English Ireland, 1991 

your one no™ a specific female individual. An idiomatic phrase 
used in Hiberno-English Ireland, 1995 

yours and ours noun i I er .. I 1 11 ted as current 

among Covent Garden porters uk, i960 

yourself pronoun ► up yourself smi.gly se -mushed; self-involved 

AUSTRALIA, 1987 

yours truly pronoun used for 'me' or T; a reference to yourself 
Adopted from the formal subscription to a letter; usage is generally 

youse; yous; youze; yers; yez noun you, both singular and plural 

AUSTRALIA, 1885 

you shot who? I didn't hear you - what did you just say? us. ms 
you tell me! used for expressing a complete lack of understanding 
of the subject under discussion uk. i%9 
you the man used i if a man 

so addressed, hence, used to encourage and to champion 

■SOthephSSftK 1997 

you've said it! 'yes, indeed!', I entirely agree with you us, mi 

you were born stupid - you've learnt nothing - and you've 

forgotten that a catch ph i - idi I.eone who has 

said or done something foolish' Rri5i>eiS% of military origin 
Australia, im 

you weren't born - you were pissed up against the wall and 

hatched in the sun i | 1.. in r< ponsetosuch 

assertions as 'before I was born', 'when I was born', etc uk && 
you what?; y'what? ' 11 ii III i en hallenging, 

disbelieving or truculent ore, J9&» 

you won’t know yourself i <i jragement 

to diet or exercise or lo try a change of style (clothes, hair; etc) uk. 

you wouldn't want to know you would be terribly amazed, 
disappointed, disgusted; you would not believe it! Australia. 1975 
yow! 1 watch out! Used as a warning to people engaged in some 
criminal activity Australia, 19.0. 2 used as an expression of surprise. 
Peplrilirrised in the Zippfe the Pinhead cartoon us. m 


yowl noun the exhaust nr 


win two-stroke motorcycle engine 


yoy noun oh why'. 

An acronym In journalistic use UK 2005 
yo-yo noun 1 a fool us, 1955. 2 a bisexual us, ms. 3 a hot rod 
enthusiast who races illegally us, 19a 4 in air combat, a steep climb 
and dive in an attempt to gain a more favourable position us, ms. 
► up and down like a yo-yo used of a person whose- fncffidS- 
alternate rapidly between optimism and despair uk 1994 
yoyo verb to perform a tactic in aerial combat resembling a roller 
coaster ride us, i5® 

yoyo children noun childrer 1 I e me pa n inaviolent 
matrimonia battle and are constantly changing home uk. 1977 
yoyo mouth noun 1 itizen tnd r I user ho talks too much 

US, 1976 

yoyo nickers; yo-yo knickers noun a woman who (allegedly) 
exhibits a casual readiness for sexua encounters. The image is 
drawn of panties going up and down, up and down uk, 1999 


YP noun in prison, used insultingly of an inmate who is not behaving 
in an adult manner, An initialism of'young prisoner' uk 1996 
Y’snoun male underpants. Presumably Ilfs term is restricted to 
with;|.%hapedopening4fe|cosM'#, ims 
YT yours truly, 

yuck noun 1 a laugh us, mi. 2 a fool US, 1943. 3 in gambling cheating 
schemes, a victim us, m2. 4 crack cocaine us, 1993 

yucki; yech!; yuk! 1 I 1 1 11 Ii 1 1 mi t Echoic of 

vomiting uk 1966 

yuck; yuk; yuk-yuk verb to laugh. Echoic us, urn. ► yuck it to stop 
doing sometlnun 1 ► yuck it up; yuk it up to 

behave in a foolish, time-wasting way us 19m 
yucky; yukky; yukkie adjective disgusting 

yug noun a deviation from an intended 1 ight-path In Royal Air Force 

yuletide log; yuletidenoun 1 I | il 1 icing greyhound. 

Rhyming slang; a variation of Christmas log uk 1974 
yuletide logs; yuletides noun greyhound racing. Rhyming slang for 

yum!; yum-yum! used ft registerir I 1 1 rble anticipation, 
especially with regard 10 your persona appetites uk iszs 
yumlicious adjective i ii 11 iii ui' in urive Teenage 
girls' usage, or foisted upon them by the magazines they read. 
Elision of yummy (tasty, attractive), and 'delicious'; liteiiSHy 'good 
enough to eat’ uk 199s 

yummy noun an attractive woman who is not easily seduced. Often 
embellished to Kansas yummy «£ 19® 
yummy adjective 1 1 H "i mi ictive uk m 

yummy mummy noun 1 sexually < 1 I nother Not to be 

confused with the branded breakfast cerea which probably lent Its 
name to tnis breed Ireland, 2001 
yum-yums noun in illegal Ii 1 11 | ulef rm us, 19® 

yup noun a yuppie un 1 1 II nobil 1 ional) A sneering 

abbreviation 1 n< 11 u 11 in 1 

yup yes, absolutely A variation of yep, the fina plosive stresses the 
intention and gives il a semi-exc amatory sense us 1906 
yuppie noun an indivi 1 1 I 1 11 ed as a young upwardly 

mobile professional An acronym, often used derogatively, probably 
coined by several people independently. Variations include: 
buppie/buppy (black upwardly mobile professional), 'cteppy' 

(Chinese etc.), 'puppy' (Punjabi etc.). These social groupings are 
the stuff of personal ads where you can find new, evermore 
contrived acronyms '1 clud ng,, ccording to David Rowan, A 
Glossary for the 90s, 1998: SINBAD (single income, ho boyfriend 
and absolutely desperate), SITCOM (single income, two children 
rind an oppressive rnortgaggh-and YAPPIE (young affluent parent) 

US, 1982 

yuppie scum noun 1 11 1 "ingprofe nal Afavourite 

epithet of the 1980s us, 1992 

yuppification noun the change that is made In order that 
something or somewhere becomes attractive to the yuppie 
market; gentrification. Derogatory i"1w§*»5S9 
yuppify verb to style or remodel something in a manner character¬ 
istic of, or suitable lor, yuppy life uk 1984 
yupster noun A variation of 

yutz noun 




Zz 
















Z-game | zi; 


718 


Z-game noun the mi- ill he I est ettin limit in a gambling 
operation or card room. There need not be 26 tables to arrive at 
the 2-jpme; it is the lowest-stakes table in the place®,, ess 
zhoosh; jhoosh noun i ornamentation uk aw. 2 clothing uk im 

zhoosh; jhoosh verb i 2 to tidy the 

appearance of something; to tittivate, to trim, lo ornament us 1997 
zhooshing noun shop-lifting CSfeiSsS 
zhoosh off; jhoosh off verb to leave; wBb uk 2002 
zhooshy adjective showy, ornate UK, 

ziff noun a beard. Origin unknown. Now all but obsolete Australia, 


ziffed; be-ziffed adjective bearded. From ziff (a beard) Australia, 1973 

zig noun ► get the zig y with someone 


zig verb 1 when faced with two courses ol action, to take the wrong 
one. Most commonly used in some variation of 'I zigged when I 
should have zagged' us. im. 2 to shoot down an enemy fighter 

plahits. i986 

Zig and Zag noun 1 a variety of LSD identified by a picture of 
television puppets Zig and Zag uk 1996. 2 an acl of sexual 
intercourse, lining slang for shag, termed from: a double act of 
television puppets, in turn named from in in-and-out movement 

ziggerboo noun an eccentric or crazy person os im 
zig-zag noun 1 lime that acquired a 

generic meaning us, im 2 sex with ,1 prostitute us, 1954 

zig-zag adjective 

zigzag man noun 1 nariji rna 2 L L I rhaps from a icon 

printed on the drug uk 2003 

zig-zig noun sexual intercourse. Familial pidgin hi ihe Far, Near and 
Middle East and Mediterranean, Originally military; a variation p- 
jig a-jig Used by US soldiers in the South Pacific uk ms 
zig-zig verb I'll II il 1 I Li I I I I I 11 I II I I I I I ID 

East and Mediterranean, origina v military; a variation of jig-a-jig 
'bs >m 

zilch noun 1 nothing 21 icial inept outcast us, 19a 

zillion noun an rim t unima lal n nun er. One of several 
invented numbers used to convey a large number; probably 
•poined by D|rfJ1pp -fainyon us, mt 
zillionaire noun a iiWu)8-.millipB8.tfeiiS we 
Zimbonouna person from Zimbabwe new Zealand, ms 
zimmer noun a girl: us mo 

zinc noun an obviously unfashionable child 01 youth. Pejorative. 
CommtoteSoA by the Plain: English. Campaignirt October 2003 


zine noun an inexpensively self-p ib ished magazine devoted to such 
'topics, as hobbies, music, film and pqipis. An abbreviation of ’" 
fanzine, ultimately 'magazine' ui im 
zined noun a fan magazine editor us. 1976 

zinfandel noun >m California 

'that seems not to have travelled well Canada, 19m 
zing noun 1 energy, vigour us, mis. 2 sex appeal. A nuance of the pre¬ 
vious sense us nut. 3 an amphetamine tablet us (997 
Z-ing noun the pra 1- 1 1 urists a ictims of crime by 

the as the first letter on the car number plate, designating a 
rental car us. im 

zing verb 1 (of a bull 2 ivel quickly us. 1920. 

3 to affect someone suddenly and forcefully us 1975. 4 to feel 
pleasurable sensations resulting from drug use uk, mi. ► zing it 
in to bet heavily us, 1979 

zing! used to represent a sudden change in circumstance or 
emotion uk, 1919 

zingaronouu in circus and carnival usage, a gypsy us nst 
zinger noun 1 the punch-line of a joke; the last word us. nut. 2 an 
arranged ending to a competition us 1959. 3 a surprise, an awkward 


or unexpected turn of events us. /97.x 4 an exceptionally good 
example of someihing uk m. 55. 5 a very attractive woman us 1959. 

6 an amphetamine tablet us 1 193. 7 a hot pepper us 1993. 8 a hard 
stare that is intended to impart bad luck on the recipient us m 
zingy adjective exciting, energetic us 1948 
zip noun 1 an II il 1 1 1 in 1 1 n in ilD 1 ht to the US for 

criminal purposes, especially murder us 1 w. 2 a Viet Cong; a 
Vietnamese; any South Asian person us 1970 3 energy us 1900 
4 methamphetamine us 1997. 5 cocaine Probably from zipped 
(drug-intoxicated) us ms 6 used foi representing the sharp sound 
of; for instance, a bullet or a mosquito as it moves through the air; 
specifically of bullets, it is often reduplicated: 'zip-zip' or 'zip, zip' 
UK 1875 . 7 nothing ai all; zero <is nut. 8 a hand-made gun, a zip 

zip verb 1 to move quickly us 1852. 2 to kill someone us, ns2. ► zip 
it to stop talking I rom the image of zipping your mouth shut us, 
1999. ► zip your lip; zip your mouth to stop talking. The image 
of a zip fastener (zipper) sea ing your lips; may be mimed rather 
than spoken; often as an imperative us m2 
zip ball noun in pint til, a ball that I I thout having scored 
USDs#- 

zip-five noun a prison sentence of a maximum of five years US, raw 
zip gun noun i consisting of 

a tube, a grip and a rudimentary striking device us nso 
zipped noun drug-intoxicated us 1973 

zipper noun 1 2 f news or 

publicity which is scrolled across a screen fixed to a building us, 
2003. 3 a short but well-formed wave US, ress . 4 a trap play In poker 

zipperhead noun 1 1 let mi- p 1 on ffen iveus 193- 2a 
stupid pfften us, n 89 

zipper ripper noun in craps, a roll of ten Evolved from the more 
common big dick (a roll often) us, 1999 
zippily adverb energetically, swiftly uk, m3 

Zippiness noun K 1924 

zippity-doo-dah noun nothing at all. An elaboration of zip (zero) us, 

zippity-doo-dah! 11 ud is a nonser il, all up “Utterance. 

From the lyrics of a song in the 1946 Wall Disney film Song of the 
South us, 1992 ' 

zippo nouni nothing An embellised form of zip us m3. 2 energy us 
i9si. 3 a tank-mounted flame thrower. An al usion to the branded 
cigarette lighter ut m e 

zippo verb to set something on fire and burn it. An allusion to the 
branded cigarette lighter us nss 

zippo job noun ihe burning of a vi age as part of a military sweep 
through the area us nss 
zippola noun nothing at all us 1994 

zippy noun someone Im II In hi[ > teals and modern 
technology. An acronym of 'zen-inspired professional pagan' uk 


zippy adjective la el bright, energetic igor 1 fast, speedy us raw 
zips noun the fit ID F he 2 1 enturyus 2003 
zipsquatnoun i “i 11 ill 11 unt I il that mean'nothing' 

zip top noun A Jewish person. Offensive US rasz 

zip up verb to stop talking Ihe image of a zip fastener sealing the 

lips UK 1999 

zirconia flush noun in poker, four diamonds Named after the 
synthetic diamond us, 199s 
zit noun aft ; acne pi m pie -us sm 

zitfarm noun a wxi i“ 1 1 11 the 1 e ent tendency towards zit 
(a pimple, 4 spot)-productibn in agricultural quantities us mi 
zizz noun a snooze, a brief sleep; sleep. Military usage; echoic In as 
rnycjn as the cartoon-strip legend ’zzilf San accurate indicator of 
steeptK mi 
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zizz verb 1 to sleep. Military usage; echoic in as much as the 
cartoon-strip legend 'zzzz' is an accurate indicator of ; jleap.«(; m2. 

2 to prepare food in a blender uk 2002 
zizzy adjective fancy, showy os ;»t 

Z-list noun denotes all that 1 1 iated 1 I 1 level of minor- 
tfi&ebnty sb despised that obscurity is almost achieved. A notional . 
social grouping that contrasts with a-list (top-rank celebrity); 'Z-list' 
inclusion is a matter of derogatory opinion us. ws 
zloty noun in poker low-stakes betting Named after the lowest value 
- - 4 »in in the-M# monetary system o& jps 
zob noun an son as, 1911 

zobbitnoimin ir 1 Ro I-1 I ret I" er ranks'usage, from 
Arabic dabat (an officer) uk. i %7 
zod noun soineorle i i ociall inept to the extreme ps, 1982 
zog noun the US federal government. A basic piece of racist, right- 
wing political vocabulary in the U5ui, 2000 
zoinks! used for expressing fear or surprise Popularised as a 
signature lire%lp^|haracter Shaggy, voiced by Casey Kasem, on 
the television cartoon Scooby poo, Where 'ice You? (CBS, 

19 ®n 72 ). Repeated with referential humojirijS 
zol noun a marijuana cigarette PS 1955 

Zola Budd noun a police vehicl e eciall 1 moving armoured 
vehicle; a smiljibus, especially a Toyota. Township slang; afterj$@i 
South African-born British Athlete (b.1966) who was involved in a 
controversial incident ff tfje 1984 Olympic 3,000 metres race. 

SOUTH AFRICA, m 5 

zombie noun 1; I rom the belief of 

certain west African religions that corpses can be revived to walk 
the earth without, souls PS, mi. 2 in poker, an expert player who 
shows no emotion, no matter how good or bad his hand is us. 
cm. 3 a policewoman Usua y in the plural uk 19 56 . 4 among air- 
traffic Controllers a suspicious uoisJ^nttfied flying object uk m2 
zombie verb to put ' ir ne int > m i[ ithe 1 ndition From a 
belief in soulless corpses that walk the earth (ahfffrltk'S&j .having 
been revived by voodoo uk 1990 

zombied adjective very chunk. In a condition generally seen among 
' •tSs.e sndead uk 2002 

zombie job noun li 11 1 hi 11 11 a night patrol PS, 1957 

zombie medicine noun tranquillizers. From the desired effect of the 
medication uk 1996 


zoo noun i the secti I i it I I IP uli rable prisoners'are 
Apt for that own safety. In Prison Patter, 1996, Angela Devlin 
notes tfiatftn animal is 'a sex offender', and animals are kept in a 
zoo uk rase. 2 a police station Citizens' band radio slang us, me. 

3 in motor racing, the pit area where cars stop for fuelling and 
repairs ps, mo. 4 a brakevan (caboose) ps, 1977. 5 a notional or 
actual grouping or assemblage of people; the place where they are 
assembled. Often mildly contemptuous uk 1924. 6 a zoophile, a 
per$dn with a sexual interest in animals uk 2002 
zoob noun a large penis AimmUA, ms 

zoo book noun a student directory with photographs of each student 
zoobs noun the d of BOOB(s) and bazooms ps, 

zoo doo noun compost made from multi-species faeces ps mi 
zooed adjective i drunk ps. 1979. 2 crowded. Surfer usage ps, rass 
zooie noun a cylindrical implement that holds the butt of a 
JWBiijuana joint 20m 

zook noun a mar uana and toba < igarette; may also contain 
crack cocaine uk 2000 

zookeeper noun in motor racing, lire official in charge of the pit 
area ps, 19m 

zoom noun 1 phen line, th 1 n tiona Irug known as PCP or 
angel dust ps i 994. 2 marijuana aced with phencyclidine, the rec¬ 
reational drug known as PCP or angel dust 'Zoom!' is a mam- 
book caption for the drugs' combined effect us, m2 
zoom verb 1 to n ever jui I 1 1 1 ti 1 lang os, ms. 2 to 
induce someone to commit a crime that-they were not otherwise 
inclined to’connmit us nm 
zoom bagnoun 1 II ill! It II I light suit PS, 1991 
zoomer noun 1 an energetic fool I rom zoom (to move quickly) uk 
2000. 2 a person who sells fake crack cocaine and rhen quickly 
disappears us. 2002 

zoomers noun the female breasts us, 19m 

zoomie noun 1 e Academy 

ps, 1991. 2 in drag racing cars, an exhaust pipe that curves upward 
directing some of the exhaust gases to heat the lyres ps ms. 3 a 
crew member of a rrfjtif^jet atforaft A term used by thejrifanify 
and navy us, 194s 

zooms noun the f BAZOOMS PS, 1968 


zombie weed noun phencyclidine, lire recreational drug known as 
PCP orangef.'diist US. mi 

zonewuna tate fsuch i i rati nth i i equent action 
seems instinctual Often in the phrase 'in lire zone' os, 1995. ► on 
the zone lost in a daydream us. n/4. ► the zone a state of being 
qualified for, and meeting all other parameters for, a promotion in 
ranfe Originally Royal Navy, then army use ok, is® 
zoned out adjective mentally absent us, mi 
zone out; zone off; zone verb nentally, with or 

without the aid- of drugs 

zoner; zonie noun someone from Arizona us, 1991 
zonkrerti to fall I I II 1 1 drug or drink. Also 

used with 'out' us. mo. 2 to hit or strike, literally or figuratively ps, 

zonked noun e drug-intoxicated 

sense of zonked (ife.agiGo. 

zonked adjective 1 i icated on a Irug - >e nil marijuana; drunk. 
Also used with 'out' us. cm. 2 exhi arated; intoxicated by an 
abstract though! uk cm. 3 exhausted us. 19 68 
zonker noun a 1I11 i“ 10 indulges to exce A caitoon strip by 
Garry Trudeau has had a Ifid-back marijuapa-smoking'character 
called Zoptef stpee ISTgps rase 

zonkers noun th bazonkas ps, 1995 

zonking adverb used as an intensifler of adjectives that convey 
positivity or largeness UK i 9 ss 

zonks noun an indefinitely long lime A variahon of yonks ijk 19S2 


zoo-only adjective applied to the sexual predilection of a zoophile 
with no other interests UK 2002 

zoot noun i a zoot suit us; 1 947. 2 a marijuana cigarette. Also called a 
'zut' or 'zootie' uk cor. 3 a cigarette butt trinidad and tobago, 1956 
zoot canary noun a fashion mode. Beatniks' use, therefore late 
1950S UK 1984 

zooted; zooted up adjective drug-intoxicated; US. me 
zooternouni n cricket, a non-spinning ball bowled by a spin- 
bowler. Coinage credited to Australian cricketers Shane Warne 
(b,1969) and Tettf;|i«ner (b.1944) to describe a style that they 
developed Australia, asp. 2 a zoot suiter ps, 1994 
zootie adjective emotionally unbalanced or drug-intoxicated ps, 1990 
zootied adjective very marijuana-intoxicated us m2 
zoot suit noun a type of man's suit characterised by its exaggerated 
style: padded shoulders, long jacket, high-waisted trousers, bright 
colours. Perhaps Sf-lfduplication of suit y§ fee 
zoot suiter noun a member of an identifiable group of zoot-sult- 
wearing young ftien, characterised by fashion ajitet-is flashy arid:: 
vulgar ps, 1943 

zoot up verb to dress in a zoot suit and accessories ps 1947 
zooty adjective d from, and an allusion to, 

ZOOT SUIT US, 1946 

zoo-zoo; zuu-zuu noun in prison, sweets, snacks, soda or any other 

zoquete noun Dr 'chunk' uk 




Zorba the Greek; Zorba | zymotic; zymy 


720 


Zorba the Greek; Zorba verb to urinate, an act of urination. Also 
used as a noun. Rhyrrffig.slang for leak, formed on the wi§Jf>f a 
1946 novel by Nikos Kazantzakis and 1964film«<; m2 
zorch verb in computing, to move or process quickly us, m3 
zorries noun inexpensive, ; 1 ll urn rut er thong sandals us, 1990 

zot noun zero; nothing us ms 

zot verb to move suddenly or swiftly Perhaps from ihe nonsense, all¬ 
purpose word - especially used as a substitute for God - coined 
I® US cartoonistisltiftny Hart (b.1931) us, 1974 
zotz noun a planned murder; an assassination us, oss 
zotz verb to kill someone us, im 
zotzed adjective drunk or drug-intoxicated us, 1 992 
zounds! used lo re 1111 1 1 1 reacti 11 -impounded from 

iGod's woundsiVmodern usage is often- iroinic uk rets 
zowie! used , s a vocal representation of an instantaneous 
ha#ehingiC,ts»' 

z’s noun sleep. From Z's as the representation of snoring in comic 
strips used with a verb such as 'catch 1 , 'cop', 'cut', get', 'grab' or 
‘rip’ us, 1963. ► stack z's to^ieepts. im 


zubrick; zoob noun 11 >er Mainl 11 I- e Aiabic shufti 
zubrick or shufti zoob (let’s see/show the penis), possibly enhanced 
Iby the rhyme on. prick but jlSApt mg slang UK ms 
zucchini noun an extended fibreglass field hut Antarctica, 1991 
zug up verb to 11 il h jneven wd tobago, 1959 

zukenoun in Ameri in casin 1 ratuity us, ms 
Zulu noun 1 a I 2 a large marijuana 

cigarette'is im 

Zulu princess noun in n - -- 1 il _ 1 ung and attractive 

black man us, w s? 

zulu time noun Greenwich Mean Time us re® 

'zup? used as a greeting A slurred 'what's up?' us mo 
ZUt adjective Stupid TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO. 1984 
zymotic; zymy adjective contem; n - A figurative application of the 
conventional senses relating to infectious disease and containing 
putrefactive germs, thus creating a synonym for lousy. Noted in 
use amongst teenagers uk ms 
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10-1; ten-one adjective br ken 1 n in taken from citizens' 
band radio jargon uk m2 

10-4; ten-four used 1 n ackn I igemen that a message has 
been received us. 19m 

11 noun the loudesl possible amplification. From a comic conceit in 

Is Spinal Tap us. im 
110 per cent adverb absolutely, utterly 

12 noun 11 I 1 I 1 I I I I 1 1 I 1 

125 noun hi f1 ruing slang, from the Inter-City 125, the 
nearest thingcthe U44ihas to a high-speed V9gfUK 2001 
12-er noun a twelve-pack of beer us. 2003 

14 nickname 1 usr- I mm i i i 11 1 pe in a member of a 
northern California Mexican-American gang. 'N' for Mdrteno (the 
name of a gang) is the fourteenth letter of the alphabet us. ms. 

2 a member of the Nuestra I amilia prison gang 'N' is the 
fourteenth letter pf the alphabet us. 2000 
151; one-fifty-one; fifty-one noun crack cocaine us, im 
187; one-eight-seven noun 1 a homicide. I rom ihe California penal 
code number used by the police as radio shorthand fora 
homicide. Adopted into the lyrics of gangsta rap(s) from 
Angeles Police Department usage us m2. 2 no possibility; no 
chance. A figurative use of the previous sense, hence 'any possi¬ 
bility is dead', us, ism 

1984 adjective ppressively authoritar 11 Directl from the novel 
Nineteen 8ihty-FSur by George .Orwell, I949usw 
21 nickname Newquay, Cornwall. Puns 'new key’ 'He's got the key of 
hjpe door, never been twenty-one before’ uk mi 
24/7; twenty-four seven adverb at all times - twenty-four hours a 
day, seven days a week us J989 

24-hour hootch noun a beverage 8f(gj)ple juice, yeast and aspirins. 

CANADA. 1928 

276 nickname th icwn as the Black 

«8$| Family us 2000 

288; two eighty-eight adjective iisgu ing, too gross. An 
excruciating pun on 288 as 'two gross' (2 x 144 = 288) US, 1995 
28 cheeks noun girls who are not romantically or sexually faithful to 
one partner; two timers. Teen slang,.of uncertain origin. This, may 
well also apply inthe singular $0 uth africa, 2003 
2C-B noun 4-bromo-2, 5-dimethoxyphenethylamine, a mild 
hallucinogen used recreationally us, ms 
364; three-sixty-four noun 1 ill jail entence in the US, the 
maximum jail term for misdemeanours, served in county jail us, 

365; three-six-five noun a red because it is 

served for breakfast every day ofiteyear nfwzemwp, 2001 
365; three-sixty-five adverb all the time. Every day oftfeyearfij; 


37461 noun crack cocaine' UK.m 
3750 noun marijuana uk. 20m 

3-m noun (1) mutual (2) manual (3) masturbation us. ms 
3-peat; three-peat ver* 1 m j 1 lampi n hip three times 
consecutively. When he was hie coach of die Los Angeles Lakers 
basketball team, Pat Riley soughtjanij obtained a trademark for the 
term us. fisa 


40 nouni a forty-ounce bottle of malt liquor. Also spelt out as 'forty' 
or 'forty-ounce' us. 1990. 2 a 40-milligram dose of the synthetic opi¬ 
ate oxycodone used recreationally us.igjor 
404; four-o-four adjective vare. From the 

Internet message '404, URL not found' US, 1997 
411; four-one-one noun gossip, information 411 is the universal 
telephone number for directory enquiries - known commonly as 
'information' in the llk&mi 
415 noun a prison gang with black members us 2000 
420 man; four-twenty man noun a cheat; a fraudster. A reference 
the Indian Penal Code india, 2003 

45 noun a single song recording on vinyl. From the rpm (revolutions 
per minute) uk isso 

5000; five thousand gnnd I e. An abbreviatii 1 audi soooi us, cm 
50 Cent adjective homosi ual. Rhyming langfo bent, foimed on 
the stage name of New York rapper Curtis Jackson (b.1977) uk ms 
5318008 noun a numer 1 equ 1 that displa boobies (the 
female breasls) upside down in the window of a calculator or 
mobile phone. Probably first seen in the 197% still in use, 2003 

5- H-1-T noun shit. A euphemism employed by some doctors uk 2002 
5 watter; five wattera fool A si lay on the dimmest unit of 

electric lighting and a person who is notvery bright in Royal Air 
Force use, 2002 uk 2m 

6- 10 verb to have sex uk mi 

64; six-four; six-fo’roun a 1964 Chevrolet Impala, an ultimate prize 
of car customisers and owriders us, 1997 
650 lifer noun 1 life in prison for 

possession off friore than 650 grams of cocaihe 1 ^ b®7 
69; sixty-nine vert to engage in simultaneous, mutual oral sex with 
someone usi ipr 

69; sixty-nine; sixty-niner noun mutual, simultaneous oral sex 
between two people (used of both the position and the act) uk isss 

6- up; six-up noun a police offipgf us. 2003 

79 noun an M79 grenade launchei Vietnam war usage. It is a single- 
"Sliot break-open, breech-loading, shoulder-fired weapon us 1992 

7- up noun in casinos, a wire bent in the shape of a seven that is 
slipped into slot machines to trigger a payout us. isa? 

8 ; number 8 ; number eight; eight noun heroin h (berw'ojus the 
eighth letter of the alphabet us, 1994 
80's bush noun a bushy female hairstyle, popular in the 1980s and 
mocked thereafter us 2001 

88 used as a symbol of fascist and racist beliefs 'H' is the eighth 
letteriqf the alphabet;anci-so 88 translates into 


8th; eighth noun an eighth of an ounce, especially of a drug uk 1939 
9; nine noun 1 a 9mm pistol us mo. 2 a nine-gallon keg of beer 
AUSTRALIA, 1943 

900 noun in skateboarding, a jumping manoeuvre of two and a half 
revbftLftore uk 2m 

98; ninety-eight noun ildsmobile 98 

US, 1997 

99s used euphemistically 10 avoid swearing in citizens' band radio 
transmissions t#; mi 












